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.. Who comforleth us in all onr tribulation, that we may be able to COmfOlt them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith wc ourselves are comforted of God. "-2 COR. i. 4.

THE PROMISED SPIRIT.
"And, being assemhled together with them, commanded them that
they slwuld not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise
of the Father, which, saiJ,h He, ye have heal·d of Me."-AcTS i. 4.
'.

"THE promise of the FATHER" was the promised gift of the HOLY
GHOST. That promise was made in the Old Testament. In
Isaiah GoD had said, " I will pour water upon him that is thirsty,
and floods upon the dry ground; I will pour My SPIRIT upon thy
seed, and My blessing upon thine offspring" (Isa. xliv. 3). In the
prophecy of Joel GOD had said, "I will pour out My SPIRIT upon
all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your
old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions"
(Joel ii. 28). Our LORD knew that His FATHER would keep His
promise. Accordingly He said to His disciples, "Behold, I send
•
the promise of My FATHER upon you: but tarry ye in the city of
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high" (Luke
xxiv. 49). They were to "wait for the promise of the FATHER."
They were to tarry until they were" baptized with the HOLY
GHOST" (Acts i. 5). The disciples obeyed our LORD'S injunction,
and they spent the interval between our LORD'S ascension and
the fulfilment of the FATHER'S promise in prayer and supplication.
3'
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Then, while they were all with one accord in one place, "they
were all filled with the HOLY GHOST, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the SPIRIT gave them utterance." The effusion of the
SPIRIT on the day of Pentecost was an extraordinary manifestation, and extraordinary gifts and powers accompanied His presence
in apostolic times. We may not expect these now, but we are
warranted to look continually for fresh puttings-forth of the SPIRIT'S
power and presence, and we do well frequently to pause and tarry
.in our work that we may give ourselves to prayer for fresh displays
.and experiences of the power of GOD the HOLY GHOST. Waiting
times are equally important with worhng tinws. The apostles
said, "We will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the
ministry of the wO'rd." It would be well if we followed their
example. That time is not lost which is spent in waiting upon the
LORD. They that wait upon Him shall renew their strength.
They shall mount up with wings as eagles. They shall 11lll and
not be weary. They shall walk and not faint. Whether in.
relation to spiritual labours or the more ordinary duties of our
daily lives, we need to be much in prayer for strength and wisdom,
for guidance and direction. The family of GOD need the GOD of
the family to enable them to work and walk as members of the
household of faith. The busier they are the more they need to
\vait at the throne of grace for the SPIRIT'S energy and strength.
Why is "the promise of the FATHER" needed ~ Why in relation
to the work of the LORD is the SPIRIT'S power needed ~ Four
answers may be given :1. The promise of the Father is needed because the Holy Ghost is
the Communicator of spiritual life.
We owe our natural life to GOD. "In Him 'we live and move
and have our being." If we are alive in a spiritual sense we owe,
it to the sovereign and gracious operations of the HOLY GHOST.
He is " the SPIRIT of life" (Rom. viii. 2). All who receive CHRIST
and believe on His Name have been born from above. They have
been " born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of GOD" (John i. 12, 13).
The Divine Agent by Which a sinner is begotten is GOD the
HOLY GHOST. The new birth is brought about through His
power. It is through Him that a sinner is regenerated. It is by
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Him that men who are dead in trespasses and sins are quickened
and saved. He is thus" the LORD and Giver of life."
Millions at home and abroad are sitting in darkness and in the
shadow of death. They are "alienated from the life of GOD."
They are like the dry bones in Ezekiel's vision. We are bidden to
preach the Gospel to them, but how vain our testimony is unless
the SPIRIT breathes upon the spiritua,lly dead that they may live.
GOD alone can give the increase, and only by His SPIRIT'S life,
giving power can dead sinners be made to live, ." You hath He
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. 1).
Our heart's desire is that men and women may be saved, but we
cannot convert, we cannot give life. Conversions cannot be made
to order by human anangement. We need the mighty power of
the SPIRIT if our testimony is to be fruitful. We need to give
ourselves to prayer so that our Gospel may come to men not in
word only, but also in power and in the HOLY· GHOST. We need
to wait upon GOD that He may shed His SPIRIT abundantly upon
the hearers of the Gospel and turn them from darkness to light
and from the power of Satan unto GOD.
" Spirit of everlasting grace,
Infmite source of life, come down!
These tombs unlock, these dead upraise,
Thy glorious power and love make known."-Bonar.
And as the SPIRIT is the Communicator of life, so He is the Reviver
of those who have already experienced His quickening power.
" 'Tis Thine to cleanse the heart,
To sanctify the sonl,
To paUl' fresh life in every par!;,
And new create the whole."-Hart.
It is He Who strengthens His people with might in the inner
man (Ephes. iii. 16). If the LORD'S people are to be revived He
must do it. "Wilt Thou not revive us again: that Thy people
may rejoice in Thee ? '~ (Psa. lxxxv. 6). "lVIy soul cleaveth unto
the dust: quicken Thou me according to Thy word" (Psa. cxix.
25).
" Hast Than imparted to my sonl
A living spark of heavenly fire?
Oh! kindle now the sacred flame;
With fervent love my sonl inspire."
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2. The promise 0/ the Father is needed because the Holy Ghost is
the Producer 0/ spiritual /ru~:t.
When the sinner is regenerated and justified he enters a new
path and begins a new life. The HOLY GHOST dwells in his heart
IInd bears witness to his soul that he is a child of GOD. It is also
by His indwelling presence and power that spiritual fruit is seen
in the believer's life. "The fruit of the SPIRIT is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meelrness, temperance"
(Gal. v. 22, 23). All these graces, in so far as they are present in
the life, are produced by the SPIRIT. There are times, however,
when there is a decline in fruitfulness. The LORD may have to
say, "Thou hast left thy first love." The flesh asserts itself. It
lusteth against the SPIRIT, and hatred, variance, wrath, strife,
and envyings are more prominent than the graces of the SPIRIT.
The apostle mourned over this state of things in the Church at
Corinth (see 1 Cor. ii. 3). Bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, and
evil speaking and malice may in measure characterize the children
of GOD (Eph. iv. 31). "My brethren, these things ought not so
to be" (James iii. 10). If the LORD'S own people are to be more
frujtful in every good word aud 'Work, more separate from the
world, more whole·hearted in His service, they need fresh life,
energy, and po'Wer from GOD the HOLY GHOST. They need therefore to wait at the throne of grace to obtain mercy and to find
fresh grace to help them in time of need. Only by the SPIRIT'S
power can we " walk worthy of the LORD unto all pleasing, being
fruitful in every good 'Work, and increa<;ing in the 1:nowledge of
GOD; strengthened with all mjght, according to His glorious
power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness" (Col. i.
10, 11).
3. The promise 0/ the Father is needed because the Holy Ghost
is the Guide into all truth.
" When He, the SPIRIT of tmth, is come, He will guide you into
all tmth: for He shall not speak of (or from) Himself: but whatso. ever He shall hear that shall He speak: and He will show you
things to come." "He shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you"
(John xvi. 13; xiv. 26). Clearly, then, all apprehension of spiritual
tmth is due to the teaching and guidance of the SPIRIT. If we
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would know the truth in fuller measure we must be taught of
Him. He must open our understandings that we may understand
the Scriptures. He must open our eyes that we may behold
wondrous things out of His law. But He teaches through the
Word. We must therefore meditate in the Scriptures, looking up
for His illumination and teaching. "We have received not the
spirit of the world, but the SPIRIT which is of GOD; that we might
know the things that are freely given to us of GOD" (1 Cor. ii. 12).
The professing Church is overrun with error. Apostasy from
Divine truth is characteristic of the times. False prophets have
arisen and deceived many. What is the remedy for error? Is'
it not truth? And what is truth? "Thy Word is truth." Error
must be met by the Word. In view of the time when men" shall
turn away their ears from the truth," the Apostle says, "Preach
the Word" (2 Tim. iv. 2-4). Only the Word of truth applied by,
" the SPIRIT of truth" can deliver men from all false notions and
make them wise unto all the great truths of the Gospel. What
need there is to wait upon the FATHER so that He may send out
His light and His truth, and by the 'SPIRIT'S illuminating power
disperse the darkness of error. "All truth is enforced on the
heart and conscience with more or less power by the HOLY SPIRIT,
wherever that truth is known. . . . The SPIRIT specially illuminates
the minds of the children of GOD, that they may know the things
freely given (or revealed to them) by GOD. The natural man
does not receive them, neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned. All believers are therefore called spiritual
because thus enlightened and guided by the SPIRIT" (Hodge's
. System.atic Theology, vo!. i., p. 532).

•

" Be Thou my Guide iuto all truth Divine,
Give me increasing knowledge of my GOD:
Show me the glories that ill JESUS shine,
And make my heart the place of His abode."

4. The promise of the Father is needed because the Holy Ghost is
the Sonrce of all power and energy.
Do we want power for testimony? He must give it. We are
naturally timid and weak in ourselves. The Apostles were to
tany at Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on
high. The LORD said to them, " Ye shall receive power, when the
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HOLY GHOST is come upon you: and ye shall be l\ly witnesses
both in Jerusalem, and in all J udrea and Samaria., and unto the
uttermost part of the earth" (Acts i. 8, R.V.). It was their
enduement with the SPIRIT'S presence which accounted for the
power, courage, and energy of their testimony. "They spake the
Word of GOD with boldness" because they were filled with the
HOLY GHOST (Acts iv. 31). "With great power gave the Apostles
witness of the resurrection .of the LORD JESUS" (Acts iv. 33).
The Apostle Paul when at Corinth was with the Corinthians "iri
weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling," but because of
the SPIRIT'S aid he goes on to say, "My speech and my preaching
was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the SPIRIT and of power" (1 Cor. ii. 3, 4). This is the powel'
needed to-day. Each preacher of the Gospel needs to be able to
say, "Truly I am full of power by the SPIRIT of the LORD, and of
judgment, and of might, to declare unto J acob his transgression,
and to Israel his sin" (Micah ill. 8). We need men taught of GOD
and full of faith and of the HOLY GHOST to preach the unsearchable
riches of CHRIST. Only by the same power can ministers and
believers generally mortify the deeds of the body and bring forththe fruits of righteousness. Oh, for more prayer for the SPIRIT'S
power! The LORD of the harvest can alone call and send SPIRITfilled men into 'Ilis vineyard. He alone can pour His SPIRIT
abundantly upon men to quicken the dead, revive the living,
make abundant the graces of the SPIRIT, lead into fuller knowledge
of Divine truth, and equip His people with power for testimony
and holiness of walk and conversation. May we ",ho are members
of the LORD'S family, through sovereign 'and infinite grace, be
found daily and often at the throne of grace waiting upon our
FATHER for fresh manifestations of the pO\ver of the HOLY GHO_ST I

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.

"To make redemption larger than electing love, is to overlay the
foundation; which, all men know, is a very momentous error in
building, especially of such a towel' whose top must reach to heaven."
-Elisha Goles.
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THE COVENA.t'l"TS MADE WITH NOAH.
" But tm:th thee will I estaUish My covenant,. and Thou shalt come
into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons'
wives with thee."-GENEsls yi. 18.
" And I, behold, I establish My covenant toith you, and tvith your
seed after you,. and with every living creature that is with you
. . . neither shall all flesh be out off any more by the waters of
a flood,. ne·ithe·r shall there any more be a flood to destroy the
ea.rth."-GENEsls ix. 9-11.

THE first occurrence of the word " covenant" is found in connection with Noah in Gen. vi. 18: 1'he second occurrence (Gen. ix. 9)
is also used in connection with that patriarch. God made two
covenants with Noah, one before the Flood, and one after the
Flood. The promises of the everlasting Covenant of grace are
dependent upon these' for their fulfilment. Much Gospel teaching
is suggested by them. Let us go back to these ancient records
and seek by the Spirit's aid to gather helpful teaching from these
narratives. .
1. Think of the covennnt made tvith N oa-h belO1'e the Flood.
We have no hesitation in believing the narrative of the Flood.
Our Lord believed it, and that settles the question for all who
bow to His authority.' He says: "As it was in the days of Noe,
so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. They did eat,
they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage,
until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came,
and destroyed them all" (Luke xvii. 26, 27). How was it that
Noah entered into the ark and was saved? It was because God
entered into covenant with him to save him and his family.
(i). It wns a covenant 01 grace.
It was an arrangement by which God promised blessings to
Noah and to his family which were wholly undeserved. The Lord
had purposed to destroy man whom He had created from the face
of the earth. This terrible judgment was due to human sin. "God
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the ea.rth." The
earth wa.s corrupt, "for all flesh had corrupted his \vay." The
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earth was "filled with violence," and hence God said to Noah,
"The end of all flesh is come before Me." "But Noah found
grace in the eyes of the Lord" (Gen. vi. 5-8, 11-13). God put
a difference between Noah and the world at large. Noah found
grace in His sight. Noah was by nature a child of wrath Fen as
others. He was shapen in iniquity and conceived in sin like the
rest of the offspring of Adam. Why, then, did God not destroy
him as well as the rest of the human family ~ Why was he spared
while the world at large was overwhelmed with a flood,? Surely
the answer must be that God in the exercise of His sovereign
grace determined to save Noah from the temporal judgment which
He was bringing in upon the world of the ungodly, The grace of
God that bringeth salvation was brought to bear upon Noah. By
that grace He was, in the first place, saved eternally, saved from
the wrath to come. We read that" Noah was a just man," and
that" Noah walked with God" (Gen. vi. 9). How came he to be
righteous since "there is none righteous, no, not one?" Must
we not answer that the righteousness of God which is by faith in
Jesus Christ was imputed to him? Through Christ's assured
obedience unto death he was constituted righteous. He was
justified freely by God's grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus. He was a justified man. He was also a sanctified
man. He was righteous by imputation and he brought forth the
fruits of righteousness. He was a holy man, He walked with
God. We need to emphasize this last 'great fact. We who glory
in the doctrines of grace must also insist on the grace of the
doctrines. "Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?
God forbid." How shall ,we, who died to sin in the person of our
Representative, live any longer therein ? No one should be more
humble and holy in his walk and conversation than he who realizes
that he owes all his spiritual mercies to the free and lUlmerited
grace of God in Christ. But the same grace which saved Noah
eternally and kept him in the narrow way was also manifested in
saVing him from the temporal judgment of the Flood. To this
end God made a covenant with Noah and arranged that he, his
sons, his wife, and his sons' wives should enter into the ark. And
why is it, dear believing readers, that we are saved? Why are we
delivered from the condemnation which our sins deserve? God
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" hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not accorcliug
to our works, but according to His Own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
Here we have an everlasting Covenant of grace through which we
are now saved. The Divine purpose and grace given to us in
Christ before eternal times is the cause of our salvation.
" 'Tis not by works of righteousness
~Which our own hands have done;
But we are saved by sovereign grace,
Abounding through the Son."-Watts.

(ii) It was a covenant of Salvation.
The outcome of God's grace towards Noah was salvation. There
was salvation from death. The Flood was to destroy all flesh
wherein was the breath of life. The covenant made with Noah
arranged that he, his family, and all that were with him in the
ark should be kept alive (Gen. vi. 17-19). How tme this is of
the eternal Covenant of grace. "The wages of sin is death; but
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord"~
(Rom. vi. 23). Hence all the saved have the" hope of eternal life,
which God, That cannot lie, promised before the world' began"
(Titus i. 2). What a blessed hope that is! This terrible war has
been bringing home to us very keenly the awful reality of death,
but life, eternal blessedness, is to be the portion of all who are
washed in the blood of the Lamb.
The salvation of Noah was through a Divinely-appointed means.
It was God Who purposed to save him, and it was He Who
arranged the means. "Make thou an aI'k of gopher wood,"
God said, and God Himself prescribed the length, and breadth, ~
and height, and fashion, of this means of Noah's salvation. There
was no other way of deliverance. All who were in the ark were
saved.. All outside the ark perished. That ark typified Christ.
He is the ark of salvation, the refnge from justly-deserved wrath.
He is the only way of escape. "Neither is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved." He is "the Lamb of God
which taketh away the sin of the world." He is the Lamb of
God's provicling, by Whose precious blood all His believing people
are redeemed from the curse of the law. All who are hiding.in
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Him are saved. All who have made lies their refuge and are
wrapping themselves round with the filthy rags of their own
righteousness shall surely perish. Those who are without the
wedding garment of Christ's righteousness are cast into outer
darkness.
The salvation of those in the ark was full and complete. "They
that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had
commanded him: and the Lord shut him in" (Gen. vii. 16). That
act of the Lord secured the' complete safety of those who were in
the ark. "Every living substance wa"s destroyed which was upon
the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping
things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed
f~om the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they that were
with him in the ark" (Gen. vii. 23). God graciously watched over
Noah and all the occupants of the ark. He remembered them.
He preserved them, and finally they came forth, safe and sound,
into what must have looked like a new earth. The final preservation of the saints is here taught. If we are in Christ we can say,
"We are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of
them that believe to the saving of the soul" (Heb. x. 39).
The deliverance from the Flood was also a family salvation.
All Noah's family were saved.. Does not this typify the salvation
of all the family of God? Not one of them will be missing. The
many sons will be brought to glory. Christ shall see of the travail
of His soul when all the children which God hath given him shall
be gathered round Him in heavenly glory. Not a bone of His
mystical body shall be broken. The Head and all His members
shall be in the new heavens and the new earth wherein dwelleth
righteousness. What a joy it must have been to Noah to have
all his family with him! And should not the Godly parent at
least use the means with his children? The purposes of God are
not intended to prevent the prayerful and believing use of means.
Godly parents need to be like Timothy's mother and grandmother,
thl'ough whom he appears to have known the Holy Scriptures
from a child-those Scriptures which are able to make wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
2. Let t'S lWW think 01 the covenant made with Noah alter the
Flood.
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(i). It may be described as a general covenant.

•

It concerned the wOl'ld at large. It was made with Noah
and his seed and with· every living creature, of the fowl, of
the cattle, and of every beast of the earth. It was a natural
covenant made with the world at large, in contrast to the Covenant
of grace which has respect only to the Church.
, (ii). It may be described as an undeserved covenant.
It was made with men who were still sinful despite the judgment
of the Flood. Before the Flood every imagination of the thoughts
of man's heart was only evil continually (Gen. vi. 5). The Flood
did not eradicate this evil from the heart of man. Hence God
said, after Noah had come forth out of the ark, " I will not again
curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of
man's heart'is evil from his youth" (Gen. ix. 21). The old nature
,~tiIl remained in Noah and his family. Judgment does not alter
man's nature, nor does it of itself lead to l'epentance (see Rev. ix.
20, 21). Yet, though God knew that man's nature \Vas still at
enmity against Himself, and that iniquity would again abound,
He promised in this covenant to continue to bestow natural
blessings upon His creatures. " Wb.ile the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter,
and day and night, shall not cease" (Gen. viii. 22). Despite our
sins God sendeth rain and causes His sun to shine. "He causeth
the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of man:
that He may bring food out of the earth" (Psa. civ. 14), Thus,
undeserved mercies are promised in this covenant alike to the
evil and the good.
(iii). It is a perpetu(tl covenant,
While the earth re!J1aineth, seedtime and harvest will continue,
and the ,"ants of men in general will be supplied. We are living
Illlder this covenant now, "and are daily enjoying its benefits.
All our temporal mercies are due to the faithfulness of God in
keeping this covenant. The bow which we see in the cloud is
the token of "the everlasting covenant between God and every
living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth" (Gen. ix. 16).
If the mercies of God are thus extended even to the ungodly, how
much more is His eye "upon them that 40pe in His mercy; to
deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine"
(Psa. lLu:iii. 18, 19).
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3. In conclusion, note the design of these covenants.
(i). They were designed to display Gorfs mercy to His own people.
When He purposed to destroy the ungodly, He thought of Noah
and mercifully arranged for his safety. So He spared Zoar for
Lot's sake when He determined to destroy the cities of the plain.
(ii). They were designed to display God's forbeamnce to the world
at [al·ge.
The world is no better now than it was before the Flood. In
many parts it is more civilized and more cultured, but" we see from
this war that science, civilization, and culture do not alter the
wickedness of the human heart. Yet, despite it all, God still
bestows His natural mercies upon the children of men. He
forbears to visit them with immediate judgment for their sins.
(ni). These covenants were designed to display the faithfulness of
God in respect to the eternal Covenant of His gmce.
Apart from these covenants the whole human race would have
been destroyed at the Flood, the birth of the Surety of the everlasting Covenant would never have taken place, the greater portion
of the members of His mystical body would never have been born,
and redemption would not have been wrought out for the saints
of God who lived before the Flood. God designed by these
covenants to continue the human race, to ful1il His promise of
a Redeemer, to save a great multitude which no man can number,
and to bring eternal glory to His Own great Name. "He will
ever be mindful of His covenant" (Psa. cxi. 5). To His own
people He says, "This is as the waters of Noah unto Me: for as
I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over
the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be "troth with thee,
nor rebuke thee. For the mountains shall depart, and the hills
be removed; but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither
shall the covenant of My peace be removed, saith the Lord, that
hath mercy on thee" (Isa. liv. 9, 10).
Eternal thanks and praise be unto our covenant God for all
the blessings, temporal and spiritual, secured to His people in
His Covenant promises.
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ff!Jrry, Nm·folk.

THE EDITOR.
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Sermon" anll 'Note" of .$ermon".
HIS
NOTES

OF

BLESSED

WORD.,

A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH,
BRISTOL, BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.

" When thou goest, it shall lead thee,. when thou sleepest, it shall keep
thee,. and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee."-PROV. vi. 22.

ALL these things are most true, and only true, of the holy Word of God.
The Book of God, dear friends, is t,he believer's only cOlillsel. He
knows not the way, and he can not take a step in the right direction,
but the Word of the Lord is always in advance of the people of God.
" It shall lead thee," it shall conduct thee, thy go\ngs shall be taken in
safety and the mind. shall be kept in perfect peace. The way of the
believer is a pilgrim way. Believers need direction as they journey
on to the New Jerusalem, and the Lord Jesus passed through this world
of evil be/ore His people. He is appointed the Shepherd of the flock,
the Shepherd also of eacb individual sheep and lamb. "It shall lead
thee "-the Voice or Word of t.he Covenant Leader, an infinitely wise
Leader, a Leader Who is incapable of making a mistake. An evil
heart of unbelief beats in the breast of each believer; but be of good
cheer, there is One to lead thee and conduct thee, and not only to guide,
but also to shield thee on every hand. How blessed it is to realize
that-that the Lord is our Keeper. He has all resources at His sovereign
command, and His resources after six thousand years are still undiminished. Each one of God's children, dear fellow-believers, is led in his
own appointed way. Let us turn to Isaiah, the thirty-fifth chapter
and the eighth verse: "And an highway shall be there."-there is
only one way of salvation-" and a way "--that is, the individual path
of the 'believer peculiar to himself. The coming in and going out of
His saints are ordered, each one treads his solitary path, and no two
experiences are exactly alike. Therefore God has provided largely
in His promises for .the individual believer rather than for the many,
and it is given to the believer to respond to the word of God. Job
felt this-" He knoweth the way that I take," and so to each believer
it is given to bear his witness to the way he is taking. One says, " He
knoweth the way that I take," and another answers, and says, "Yes,
and He knoweth the way that I take," and if the Lord know the solitary way, why should hearts be troubled 1 Why should hands hang
down 1 Why should knees become fee,ble 1 All -must be well.
" When thou sleepest, it shall keep thee." Although the saints slumber
and sleep--for hours of rest are mercifully provided for them-the
Lord slumbers not, neither do His promises. He makes arrangements
for their fulfilment while His children are sleeping. He watches over
His people through the hours of darkness, and the believer can say,
"When I awake I am still with Thee." The Lord has not left them,
He watcheth over them moment by moment, and the trusting heart of

.

•

..
494

r

r

The Gospel Magazine

His child says, "I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for
Thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in safety "-to Him darkness and
light are both alike. How sweet it is for believers to seek gmce to
slumber on His promises. Before going to rest seek for one, and
sleep on that one which is applicable to yC;lUr own case, it will probably
also be your first thought on awaking. Thus our souls will prosper,
and we will be refreshed spiritually as well as in mind and body.
But if we are awake and no voice is heard by us, let us take a simple
step-turn to the Word; let us have a talk with the WOl'd. "It shall
talk with thee." God's Book is a talking Book, what we need is the
ear to hear what God the Lord the Holy Spirit will speak. The Word
of God must dwell m us richly to keep us from all folly and worldliness.
And day by day we have the cross to bear, the appointed lot of the
righteous: In order to our carrying our Divinely allotted crosses, it is
well to be prepared through the Holy Spirit by the Word, for tha~
makes light the cross, however heavy it may be ill itself. It becomes
in this way a lightened cross.
", It shall talk with thee." Faithfttl warnings it utters, l'ebukes if
necessary. It is a light to guide thee in slippery places. It shall comfort thee, God declares Himself. to be the God of all comfort. Affliction sanctified is profitable not a little; by these things men live. The
soul prospers m propOltion as the affliction is sanctified; it is high attamment to be able to say, "Sweet affliction." St. Paul illustrates this.
He tells us of his painful thorn in the flesh, he tells us of his earnest
prayer for its removal, and he tells us how God taught him a lesson
which lasted all his life. God showed him that He can and does provide for His people in all their cares and afflictions. He'said to him,
" My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect' in
weakness," and Paul was enabled to say, "Most gladly therefore will
I rather glory in myiufirmities "-now I glory in tribulation-" that the
power of Christ may rest upon me_" It is by that pathway that power
comes, weakness is made strong. It shall talk comfortably then. The
Lord prepares His people by the gra.ce of His Word, not merely by the
Word of His grace. The grace of His Word is power, the Word of His
grace is the Holy Spirit's instrument. So God talks to the heatts of
His people. The ear is given to hear, and the heart responds, " It is
the Voice of my Beloved." "My sheep hear My Voice," Christ says,
and they know the Voice which quickened them. And then, the Lord
knoweth how to speak a word in season to them that are weary. Are
you weary, beloved friends 1 Is there one weary one here'1 Let
your Bible be your companion, the Lord will know how to speak a word
in season to you. Let your Bible be day by day your ea.rliest companion. Leave it open overnight, -" It will talk with thee." Let it
be your last word, let Him speak to you, be not over eager to speak to
Him. 'mink of this promise-" It shall talk with thee." Turn to the
Word prayerfully, humbly, with a God-opened ear. Oh, what music
there is in the Voice of Jesus, He delights to speak t,o the heart of t,he
humble_ Fellowship-communion-'is the joy of His heart. Seek
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fellowship with Him if yon would gladden the heart of Jesus. .o\s on
the eve of the resurrection, when He joined His two sorrowing disciples,
He knew what was in their hearts, but asked them, for He loved to
hear their voices aud to know their troubles in their own words. Tell
Me all, and in your own simple way, your natural, uneloquent way.
And when He had heard, He spake comfortably to them, He opened
out the Scriptures, the Word began to talk, the grace of the Word.
Then their heart began to burn, they were silent and let Him speakthat is communion. "Abide with us," they besought, and He COlltinued His ministrations until their eyes were opened. 'fhe issue of
trne communion is always gladness, honour to J esns, and joy to those
who have communed with Him. Can we, then, seek this too early 1
Can we seek it too o'ften? Shall we not seek to be " awake," that He
may talk with us? May the language of our hearts be, " The Voice of
my Beloved! Let me hear Thy Voice; for sweet is Thy Voice." :May
His Word become more and more precious to each one of us, and may
the Lord bless this our meditation on it, for His holy Name's sake.
Amen. .

• =========
"BANDS OF LOVE."

TRE SUBSTANCE OF A SEBMON PREACHED A'£ THE CIRCUS CHURCH,
PORTSMOUTH, ON SUNDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 2ND, 1917,
BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, B.D., RECTOR OF SEVINGTON,
ASHFoim, KENT.
" 1 drew them with cords of a man, with bands of 10ve."-HoSEA xi. 4.

•

l\1Y text has a primary reference to the people of Israel. But Israel,
concel'lling whom Moses was instructed to say lmto Pharaoh: "Thus
saitb the Lord, Israel is My son, even My firstborn " (Exod. iv. 22),
is a type of the only begotten Son of God. We see this from verse 1 :
"When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called lily son out
of Egypt'-" This was fulfilled in Christ, as we are told in Matthew ii.
14, 15. When Joseph, warned by the angel of the Lord, took the
child .Jesns into Egypt, he remained there until the death of Herod,
"that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the
prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called My Son."
Israel is also a type of the Church, and the words of the te:\-t have
an application to the true Church of God. "I DREW THEM." This is
true of all God's people. All are drawn with Jehovah's "cords of a
mall," with His "bands of love "-tenderly, gently, in an all-wise
way. "He shall feed His flock like a shepherd, He shall gather the
lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom."
1. They are drawn of God the Father. Let us read John v.i. 44, 45 :
"No man can come to Me, except the Father whieh hath sent me
DRAW him: and I will raise him up at the last day_" The forty-fifth
verse ddines this drawing. It is the being taught of God. It is to
hear from the Father, and to learn from the Father, through the
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Living Word when on earth, and now from the written Word. "It
is written in the prophets, And they shall be all tanght of God. Every
man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh
unto Me."
2. They are drawn by Chr·ist. Christ, our Lord, drew us-His
people-with cords of a man, when for us He became man, taking
human natme into union with His Divine nature, and died for us.
" I, if I be lifted up from the earth" (He said) " will draw all men unto
Me." Not all without exception, but all without distinction. In tJ,e
passage we have just been looking at (John vi. 45), "They shall be
all taught of God," it is all without exception, and this" all " is defined
in the thirty-seventh verse; "All that the Father giveth Me shall
come to Me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out."
3. They are drawn by the Holy Spirit. At the new birth, the Holy
Spirit reveals to the regenerated soul his sinful, ruined, guilty, and
lost condition by nature, and then leads him-draws him with
bands of love-to Christ his Saviour. The instrnmentality He employs
is the written Word. He brings the new-born 'sonl to realize God's
gI'eat love to him in Christ Jesns. In Romans v. 5 we read, " The low
of God" (i.e., as the context shows, God's love to us, not our love to
God), "The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost, which is given unto us." Tliis love is manifested by Christ's
dying for us when we were "ungodly" (v. 6), "sinners" (v. 8),
" enemies" (v. 10). The Holy Spirit gives us a sense of this love in
our hearts. "I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love."
Thus is portrayed the ft.owing forth of the love of the TriUlle Jehovah
towards lost sinners of mankind. And this love is an everlasting
love. "The Lord hath appeared of old nnto me, saying, Yea, I have
loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with loving-kindness
have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3). His love is from eternity to
eternity. "For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He did predestinate,
them He also called; and whom He called, them He also justified;
and whom He jnstified, them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 29, 30).
God lovcd. His people in His eternal foreknowledge of them, and He
changes not, but ever loves thcm in Christ, and will glorify them,
according to the" salvation which is in Christ Jesus, with ETERNAL
GLORY" (2 Tim. ii. 10).
There is a beantifnl marginal reading in the R.V. of Jer. xxxi. 3;
" Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore have I
continued lovingkindness unto thee." Yes, in spite of our coldness and
deadness, in spite of our waywardness and sinful.ness, He continues
lovingkindness unto us. "I am the Lord," He saith, "I change not. ;
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed" (Mal. iii. 6). Even to
backsliders He says; "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto Me; for I have
redeemed thee" (Isa. xliv. 22).
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"I drew them v,ith bands of love." Now to what, or rather to
whom, is this drawing 1 It is to God Himself, in Christ. "No man
can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him,"
said the Lord Jesus. And again He said: "I thank Thee, 0 Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid these things from
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so,
Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight. All things are delivered
unto Me of My Father; and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father;
neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, llnd he to whomsoever the Son will [willeth to] reveal Him," and then immediately He
added the blessed invitation, " Come unto ME; all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." The sin-burdened one
is drawn to Christ, and to God in Christ, to discover His great love,
and His great salvation. He who formerly was" afar off" is now
"made nigh by the blood of Christ." He who was once at enmity
with God, is now made willing to be saved by free and sovereign
grace, through Christ alone. "Thy people shall be willing in the day
of Thy power" (Psa. cx. 3).
The prayer of such is expressed in these lines oIl

Draw my soul to Thee, 0 Lord,

Make me love Thy precious Word;
Bid me seek Thy smiling Face,
Willing to be saved by grace.
Blessed Jesus, bid me come,

Let me find Thyself my home;
Thou the refuge of my soul,
Where I may my troubles roll."
How great, how vast, how free is the love of God towards His people!
"On that love, my soul, still ponder,
Love so great, so vast,

80

free;

Say, whilst lost in holy wonder,
Why, 0 why, such love to me I"
" Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another"
(1 John iv. 11).
JUSTIFICATION.
THE divine act of the justification of a sinner consists in the putting
away of his sin, and the putting on of the. Redeemer's righteousness.
This precious work of God displays the glory of our Covenant Jehovah
in each Person of the Holy Trinity. Justification is the declaration
of the Father; it is procured by tlie merits of the Son, and is applied
by the sealing of the Holy Spirit to the redeemed sinner's heart.
Justification differs from sanctification in this respect: the former is
the effect of the work of Christ fOT sinners; the latter the effect of the
work of the ijoly Spirit in them.
32

,
498

The Gospel Magazine

1. Justification is a law term, being an authoritative declaration of
the judge that the sinner is made righteous, and therefore freed from
all blame and all fear of punishment. If God thus justify, who can
condemn ~ The once guilty one goes forth from His presence cleared
from all charges, and clothed in the perfect obedience of His Saviour.
2. The ground of justification is the Blood and Righteousness of the
Lord Jesus. His Blood cleanseth from all sin, rem6ving its guilty
stain; and His Righteousness imputed clothes the cleansed sinner,
and is the "wedding garment" wmch renders him acceptable, as he
is made" perfect in Christ," cleansed in His Blood, and clothed in His
Righteousness.
3. The nature of justification maybe described as consisting of the
two glorious experiences-the remission of sins, and the reception of
the sinner. Pardon granted by the Blood of Jesus shed for (and
applied to) mm, he is cleansed from all sin. This cleansed one stands
accepted, being clothed in Christ's imputed righteousness.
4. The process of jnstification is instructive, because, in Jesus, the
"law is magnified and made honourable." Some of the Puritans
refer to tms subject very often, especially Dr. Owen and Dr. Goodwin.
The Judge is God (Isa. I. 7, 8; Rom. viii. 33). The Tribunal is the
Throne of Grace (Heb. iv. 12; Isa. xxx. 18). The accusers are the
Law (John v. 45), Conscience (Rom. ii. 15), and Satan (Zech. iii. 2).
The Advocate is the Lord Jesus Christ (1 John ii. 1). The charge is
one that cannot be evaded; and therefore the sinner pleads guilty on
all counts; his mouth being effectually stopped, he can say nothing
in his own defence, nor offer any reason why he should not be condemned, except that Jesus died for sinners (Rom. iii. 23-25). Turn-·
ing to Jesus the Advocate, he commits his cause into His hands, in
humble reliance on His intercession, as based upon the atonement
finished on Calvary's cross (Job ix. 2, 3; Psalm cx=. 1-3; Luke xviii.
13; Rom. iii. 24, 25; Isa. liii. 5, 6; Heb. ix. 13, 15"; 1 Pet. ii. 24;
1 John i. 7).
The sentence is one of acquittal. The sinner is cleared from the
guilt of sin, as well as delivered from the penal consequences of sin.
He is justified from" all things" (Acts xiii. 39). The absolutidn is
complete (Job xxxiii. 24; Rom. iii. 23-25; Rom. viii. 1, 33, 34; 2 Cor.
v. 21; and Gal. iii. 13, 14). "Therefore being justified, by faith we
have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. v. 1).

"Mystery of redemption this;
All my sins on Christ were laid;
My offence was reckoned His;

He the great atonement made.
Fully I am justified;
Free from sin and more than free;

Guiltless, since for me He died;
Righteous, siuce He lived for me."-Bradford.
Bath.
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"AS SURE AS YE CAN."
WHEN our Saviour was laid in the tomb, we read that at the request of
the chief priests and scribes for the sepulchre to be made sure lest the
disciples came and stole away the body, Pilate said, "Ye have a watch:
go your way, make it as sure as ye can." What a trenchant remark,
though unwittingly spokeIi-" as sure as ye ca,n," as much as to say:
"Do all in your power to secme." But their power was limited. We
read, "So they went and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone,
and setting a watch." They made it as sure as they could; nevertheless they could not confine the Lord of life in the tomb. He burst
the bonds and rose again in triumph. They made it as sure as they
could. Poor puny, fallible man-as sure as they could. They
thought they had taken every precaution, and so they did as far as
human effort could avail, but who can stand against God ~ The
sealed stone and watch were not proof against Him. "The thwlder
of His power who can understand?" One can imagine that these
chief priests and scribes went to their homes that evening well satisfied
with their contrivances. They thought they had secured Him, but
they had not. " In vain the stone, the watch, the seal." Just at the
time He said, on the third day, "the angel of the Lord descended
from heaven and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and
sat upon it." Of no avail was the seal. The angel simply rolled
back the stone as though no seal had ever secured it. "Make it as
sure as ye can." But it was rolled away nevertheless, and the angel
sat upon it, so that. no one could roll it back again. So sublimely
victorious and powerful His appearance, with lightning countenance
and snowy white raiment, that the keepers-the wonderful watch
which the chief priests and scribes provided when Pilate said, "Make
it as sure as ye can "-this strong, secure watch, "for fear of Him," did
" shake and became as dead men." This was the outcome of " Make
it as sure as ye can." There is a sound of doubt and sarcasm in the
expression-implying, "You cannot make it absolutely sure, but do
as much as you can."
Wheu Nebuchadnezzar, with furious visage, commanded the sevenfold-heated furnace for the,destruction of the three faithful men of God,
they declared, "Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from
the burning fiery furnace," and with splendid faith they added, "and
He will deliver us out of thine hand, 0 king." Then the magnificent
"But if not "-their resolution was still the same. Ah, dear reader,
God did not deliver them from being put into the furnace, but He did
deliver them out of the hand of the king. They were cast into the
furnace, but He went with them. No harm came to them, and He
,delivered them from the fm'ions destruction the kiug had planned
and done his utmost to achieve.
" But if not." Reader, can we say that ~
Then when the giant Goliath said to David, "Come to me, and I will
give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air and the beasts of the field,"
then it seemed to be all over with David. There was the strong giant
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who had slain so many, armed with sword and shield and spear against
the young unarmed shepherd lad who had only sling and scrip and
stone. The giant made as sure as he conld, but David threw himself
into the snre omnipotent care of God, and the sequel proved the reality
. of God's protection. The flesh of David was dear to God; it was not
to be given to the fowls of the air and the beasts of the field. He was
the "man after God's own heart," who affirmed, "My flesh shall
rest in hope."
Again, Haman prepared gallows for 1I10rdecai. He had made the
destruction of the Jews as sure as he conld by the king's commandment sealed with the king's ring, and he hastened posts to accomplish
all quickly. But the king's subsequent sleepless night changed all
this, because the Lord Himself protected His people. He caused sleep
to depart from the king, and He directed the reading of .records. The
enemy made sure, but it made no difference to the Lord.
Again in the case of Sennacherib and Hezekiah. Sennacherib
made "as sure as he could" the conquest of the Jews. So many
greater conquests in his own eyes he had made, he was sure of this.
But God sent him back by the way he came-a defeated man.
He delivered the Jews out of the hand of the enemy.
Dear reader, man makes sure in his own eyes and his own judgment,
but the Lord is mightier than man's best laid schemes. The Lord's
Covenant is "ordered in all things and sure," and shall never fail.
" Thy testimonies are very sure, 0 Lord." "Thus saith the Lord,
Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious
corner stone, a sure found~tioll; he that believeth shall not make
haste," or not be ashamed.
Oh, rest not on human effort to "make as sure as you can." Your
stone, your seal, your watch will all fail. You cannot stand against
the mighty power of God.
I think it is so sweet, in reading the narrative in St. Matthew, to
observe that, though the keepers did shake, the angel said to the poor
weak woman, "Fear not ye, for I know that ye seek Jesus." How
tenderly the Lord always through His messengers discriminated
between those who sought Him and those who opposed Him. The
'servants of the chief priests and scribes feared and shook; the weak
but true followers of the Lord Jesus were greeted with" Fear not ye."
Why 1 "For I know that ye seek Jesus." I know. Dear child
of God, take home this assura.nce to thine heart and cherish it. Fear
not. I know. This has been the case when the cruel enemy has sent
his air attacks upon helpless wounded men and feeble women and
children. Some of the Lord's children whom I know personally have
been so calm at these times; they were upheld by omnipotent, everlasting arms amidst the deafening thunders of the enemy, feeling that
He knew and He would protect. Is not this a case in point with our
subject 1-the Kaiser proclaiming his armies invincible, boasting
that we shall be crushed in this great struggle. God seems to have
blinded their eyes-they believe that Germany has all-overcoming
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power to subdue all the nations of the earth. They" make all as
sure as they can," by air and earth and sea. 'But all in vain, for the
Lord is king. " The sea is His, and He made it." "rhe heavens are
the work of Thy hands." He is "the Lord of hosts." "I have
made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands,have
stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded"
(Isa. xlv. 12). Yes, and we, dear reader, are His people and the sheep
of His pasture. No power can withstand His protection. They make
as sure as they can-but as of old He is stronger than their surest
plans. "The thunder of His power who can understand 1 "
There is another point I should like to mention while on this subject.
We as a nation are verily most guilty, not only in presumptuous sins
of blackest dye, but very prominently in defying or ignoring the
sovereignty of God. We look to air defences, to submarine destroyers,
to munitions and men for conquest, and when God sends signal deliverance or success in any quarter it is spoken and written of as "a
stroke of good luck," or attributed to clever carrying out of plan.
Doth He not see and hear and consider ? Were it not for the faithful
humble beseechers at His Throne of Grace, methinks we should know
in full the power of His anger. But He is still, as He always was, merciful and gracious. Moreover, His purposes are steadily being fulfilled
amid war and human defiance. The American battle hymn, "Our
God is marching on," has a triumphant significance to the soul who
" dwelleth in the secret place of the most High, who abi.\leth under
the shadow of the Almighty." He notes with inward satisfaction
that amidst all this terrible warfare His sure plans are steadily being
developed, and that in truth our God is marching on to victory for
His dear ransomed people. We speak of "the prince of the power
of the air" carrying out liis demon campaign, but a prince is not a
king. He can only go so far as his sovereign permits. We see this
in the case of Job wheh Satan asked for permission to afllict Job. He
could not touch him without leave. He h,.s permission now to go to
a certain length, but like Job our nation too shall see and abhor itself.
Then the Lord will command the blessing. Let us rejoice that He
is dealing with us not only individually but nationally-·for the saddest sentence the Lord could say would be that which He spoke of old
of a backsliding nation, " Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone."
May He comfort thy heart, dear reader, knowing that man's extreme
effort, "as sure as ye can," is no match for the illimitable power of
God. The grave could not retain the body of His dear Son, despite
the stone, the watch, the seal. Man's keepers trembled for fear before
the Lord thy keeper. But in gentle, reassuring tones He will say to
them as to the loving women, " Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek
Jesus which was crucified. He is not here "-confined by sealed stone
in the grave-'\for He is risen, as He said." As He said. Do we not
find this true in all His dealings 1 He is faithful. And when we .
reach the other side to be visibly with Him wheTe He is, we shall find
all iust as He said.
NETTlE.
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TRIALS AND CROSSES.

" 11 any man will come alte:r Me, let him deny himsell, and take up his
'cross daily, and lollow il1e." "Return to thine own house, and show
how great things God hath done unto thee."-LuKE ix. 23; viii. 39.

•

CROSSES are often the outcome of trial. For instance, your dearest
earthly friend may be called Home. That is a trial. You cannot
control it. But you are asked to take up her work. Your whole
human nature recoils from the thought. You feel spiritually unable,
physically incapable, and altogether unworthy to attempt to follow
in her steps. That is the cross springing out of the trial. Again, you
have lost your husband or your last parent through death, and are
thus left alone in your home. You would prefer to remain alone, at
least for the present. But an aged aunt needs a shelt.er. You are
able to offer her a home, only it will mean bearing a very heavy cross.
The dictates of conscience are strong upon you, however, and the spirit
too, it may be, is working within you, telling you that you ought to
face it and do it as a duty. Moreover you are looking further ahead,
and you foresee that a trial will probably spring out of that special
cross, if you once venture to embrace it. True, you are free now to
refuse; nevertheless, if once you receive your aunt into your home,
she may become more helpless, even paralyzed, and she may never be
able to leave you again. Oh! why are we so constantly calculating
about the changing things of time when our time may be so short ?
Why are we not more childlikely dependent on the never-failing love
of our Covenant-making, Covenant-keeping, Triune Jehovah, from
Whom comes all-sufficient power for every earthly need! Let us go
forward faithfully and fearlessly, beloved fellow pilgrim, remembering
that " He leads us through no darker rooms than He went through
before." Oh, yes! He went through darkl\r shades for us than we
pass through for Him, and the end of cross-carrying and the close of
all the conflict maybe far nearer than we think. May He make us
willing for and patient under all His will, having the hope of His coming
always before us. Nothing, nothing is a greater incentive to careful
walking, and to ardent working, than the expectation of His return.
Thus trials and crosses are very closely allied. Our heaviest crosses
are commonly hidden from outsiders. Very frequently they are
secret burdens between ourselves and our God, unguessed by anyone
else. And sometimes we are permitted to have a friend to share them.
Here and there we care and dare to discover to some loved one just as
it were the corner of some special cross. But it is impossible for even
that one to see the whole cross, or realize, except very faintly, the
awful pressure that its weight involves to us. For the most part our
crosses must be borne alone with the Lord, Who only knows intimately the whole of them, and Whose strength is so real, and Whose
sympathy is so sweet, to His own children. But now and then He
permits a dear fellow-traveller to walk beside us for a time, who cares
to see, and if possible share, tbe burden of our cross. Two hearts
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may be so closely knit together in the Divine love, that almost involuntarily the veil is lifted a little, and a portion of the cross is shown. And
we believe that this friend is sent and intended by our God to help and
strengthen us with her counsel. This Heaven-sent human sympathy
is a very blessed gift from God, and has at times been used by Him to
prevent either mind or body from breaking down lmder some terrible
strain of trouble or temptation. He knows how best to deliver His
dear children, and never fails to do it. And ofttimes, too, our greatest
blessings come to us through both trials and crosses.
There are two ways of bearing trials and two ways of carrying crosses.
We may bear a trial very rebelliously, or we may bear it with Christian
resignation and endurance. The latter is pleasing to the Lord, while
the former is very dishonouring to Him. So we may carry our crosses
gracefully or ungraciously. Fidgetting causes 'friction; rebellion
causes restlessness. We need the daily grace of God to enable us to
endure to the end, even more than we need it for the first taking up of
the cross. And while we try thus to carry each cross ·restfully, we
must ourselves rest in the Everlasting Anns of our Heavenly Father.
Heavy, indeed, is the weight of any cross that we attempt to carry in
our own strength. ,Ve must draw our strength from Him every
moment for all forms of endurance. For if we rest in the Lord while
we carry our cross, He, and not we, is bearing the burden. We may
be very sure that since our daily cross is assuredly a blessing in disguise,
the love that laid it before us will undoubtedly support us under it.
His love and His presence are very real and sweet to us under the
incessant pressure of many a secret cross. We sometimes come to·
set a very high value on some of our heaviest crosses. Love lightens
the load!
Our dear Saviour's whole earthly life was a cross-a love-prompted
and a love-borne cross. He gave Himself for us because He loved us.
He came freely for our redemption. He never dJ;ew back from that
cross until He- could say of His completed work, "It is finished."
Once at least the cross-" the cup "-was so heavy, so bitter, that He
besought His Father if possible to remove it. But He desired His
Father's glory first. "Not My will, but Thine, be done." He bore
His self-chosen cross for His people's salvation; and we must bear
some cross for His glory to prove to others that we are participators
in that salvation. This is "following" Him. The Saviour is always
quite close to us in this cross·bearing, showing the way step by step;
giving us strength moment by moment, and never leaving us till the
journey is done. This passage gives us two points-how, denying ourselves; and when, daily. A third point, where, is contained in the
other passage, "thine own house." It is always admitted that it is
most difficult to keep the home light burning brightly, and yet that
this is the place where our influence is greatest and most felt. "The
man," in his new-born ardour at his wonderful recalling from among
"the tombs," desired to be with Jesus Christ. _ He was sent home
instead. If he argued, "They know me there," his argument was
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immediately parried by the Lord with that very argument, "Let
those who know what you were, now see what you are." "The man"
went his way in new strength to his" own house," aud was used as a
great missionary in the whole, district. The inhabitants of Gadara
." besought (Jesus) to depart from them." He did so, but He left one
servant behind because He had purposes of grace towards the people.
We do not know how loudly and how fruitfully we may be preaching
by the faithful, patient carrying of our" daily" cross. But the Lord
knows all about it. He knows that at times we feel that we cannot
go on. He knows that there are times" when head and hand refuses
to think or labour more," He knows, too, all our causes for despondency and distress-that sometimes we are discouraged by our apparent
lack of progress, and sometimes dismayed at the increasing weight of
the cross. But" the righteous shall hold on his way, and he that hath
clean hands shall be stronger and stronger." "Soon shall every tear
be dry," "Soon shall victory tune your song." "This day the noise
of battle, the next the victor's song." Perhaps that" next" day is
very, very near. "Hold on," beloved,.a little longer in the wearying
fight, remembering that thy Lord hath said, " Fear thou not; for I am
with thee: be not dismayed;' for I am thy God: I will strengthen
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand
of my righteousness" (Isa. xli, 10).
"Our Home and our rest are above and beyond
'fhe trials and tunuoils of time!

Lord Jesus, prepare us to meet Thee up there
Where crosses and conflicts and changes and care

Cannot possibiy mar that blest clime."
Clapton, E. 5.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
BALAAM.
THE view has been brought forward that Balaam was one of God's
elect, a regenerate character but wofully backslidden; and that God
used the ass as a means to recover him from that state, But the
question is rather, whether he believed in and worshipped the true
God at all. The fact that he speaks of "the Lord" and "God" is
no proof of this. All the heathen, both ancient and modern, speak
in this way of the object of their worship. The old Greeks and Romans,
with their many gods and goddesses, not only spoke of "the gods,"
but of "God," as do the Papists at the present day, except that they
call their gods" saints."
" The wisest" (of the heathen), as Calvin remarks, " plainly discover
the vague wanderings of their minds when they express a wish for any
kind of deity, and thus offer up their prayers to unknown gods. And
then, ill imagining a manifold nature in God, though their ideas concerning Jupiter, Mercury, Venus, Minerva, and others were not so
absurd as those of the rude vulgar, they were by no means free from
the delusions of the deviL" "Hence," he also says, "that vague

,

.....

The Gospel Magazine

- . .,

•

505

.and wandering opinion of deity is declared by an apostle to be ignorance of God. 'Howbeit then, when ye know not God, ye did service
nnto them which by nature are no gods.' And he elsewhere declares
that the Ephesians were' without God' (Eph. ii. 12) at the time when
they wandered without any correct knowledge of Him. It makes
little difference, at least in this respect, whether you hold the
existence of one God, or a plurality of gods, since, in both cases alike,
by departing from the true God, you have nothing left but an execrable
idol. "
We have in the S'criptures an illustration of this in the case of Laban.
When he welcomed Abraham's servant he said, " Come in, thou blessed
of the Lord," and "The thing proceedeth from the Lord," and
yet he was an idolater. And when, many years later, he pursned
Jacob, he said, "The God of your father spake unto to me . . . yet
wherefore hast thon stolen my gods 1" Again, in the covenant he
made with Jacob, Laban said, "God is witness betwixt me and thee
. . . the God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God of their
father, judge," etc. Now the" God of Abraham " was not the" God
of Nahor," and we are told plainly in the Word of God that their
father was an idolater. So Balaam's "the Lord" was not necessarily
the God of heaven. It is interesting to note that Balaam lived in
Mesopotamia (Padan-aram), the same country as Laban. In these·
parts and at those times we know, from the temple ruins and inscriptions, the chief object of worship was the Moon, and this may be the
reason why Balaam's worship, when at home, was at night (Num.
xxii. 8, 19).
Balaam was a wizard, a worker of enchantments (Num. xxiv. 1),
and, indeed, God in His Word calls him "Balaam the soothsayer"
(Josh. xiii. 22). When he lodged the princes of Moab and Midian
for the night, what was this for but to carry out his magical performences, seeking a "sign" to guide him to a "lncky" answer; and,
for this, the princes brought with them" the rewards of divination"
(Num. xxii. 7) usually given to wizards and witches. Now although
Balak and the Moabites and Midianites were great worshippers of
Baal, yet, and in connection with this, they placed all their hopes
in enchantments, and it was for this, above all their other wickednesses, 'that God. destroyed them. It was the special command of
God, given by Moses, to the Israelites: "When thou art come into
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to
do after the abominations of those nations. There shall not be fonnd
among you anyone . . . that useth divination, or an observer of
times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with'
familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do these
things are an abomination unto the Lord; and because of these
abominations the Lord thy God doth drive them out before thee
. . .. For these nations which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto
observers of times, and unto diviners; but as for thee, the Lord thy
God hath not suffered thee so to do " (Deut. xviii. 9-14).

506

The Gospel Magazine

Seeing that these r<ations were so given to witchcraft, it was natural
that Balak should send an influential and noble embassage to Balaam,
whose fame as a great magician was far spread-like that, in later
times, of Simon the sorcerer of Samaria, "to whom they all gave
heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power
of God." So Balak says to Balaam, "I wot that he whom thou
blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is cursed." But the
Lord would not hearken unto Balaam, but turned the curse into a
blessing unto His people, because He loved them (Deut. xxiii. 5). So
it was that when Balaam used his enchantments to get, or pretend to
get, some answer from his god (the Moon 1), he did get an answer, but
it came from the true God, who can over-rule all things, even the
wicked doings of His enemies, to carry out His purpose. Thus when
the witch of Endor went through her mystic performances and expected,
in the usual way, to pretend to see Samuel, and to concoct suitable
answers to King Saul's questions, God, to her astonishment and utter
confusion, and for His own purpose, made her really see Samuel
himself. How God spoke to Balaam we know not, but, from the
whole account given, it would apppear as if Balaam never knew it was
the true God speaking to him, but rather his god.
We need not spare time considering his so-called confession of sin,
for he ouly acknowledged -he made a mistake in beating the ass, not
seeing the angel" and naturally at the point of the sword offered to go
home again. More than once King Sau! said, "I have sinned"; and,
although" there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to
work wickedness in the sight of the Lord," even he " humbled himself
before" God. But in no casc was it, that true repentance for sin
which is the gift of God to His own people for Christ's sake.
Balaam, on arrival in the south, is tp.ken by King Balak to "the
high altars of Baal," and he there ordered seven altars to be built, and
an ox aud a ram offered on each. But why seven altars? King
Solomon, at the tabernacle at Gibeon, offered a thousand burnt-offerings
all on one altar.. About the year B.C. 600 there was a great pestilence
in Athens, and the Athenians, in their tl'Ouble, sent to Crete to fetch
Epimenides, the" wise man" of that day. Acting on his instructions,
they collected several sheep at the Areopagus and let them loose.
Whenever a sheep laid down, it was at once sacrificed, and so by
sacrificing one here and one there it was hoped to appease that particular god who was responsible for the plague. When the plague
ceased, an altar was raised on each spot and inscribed "To the
Unknown God." It was one of these altars that the Apostle Paul
came across and used the inscription as his text for a discourse. For
the heathen believed that every city, every hill and valley, brook and
river had its special god. This not only of old but in all times. Did
not Benhadad and the Syrians explain their defeat and hope for a
victory on the plea that the God of the Israelites was a god of the hills
and not a god of the valleys? Now it was something of this idea
that moved Balaam to have seven (seven being a mystic number and
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he a magician) altars raised, and again another seven elsewhere, and
still a further seven in another place. Though he himself might
worship the Moon, Balak and his followers were worshippers of Baal.
"Baal" simply means" The Lord," and although they worshipped
Baal generally, yet they believed in many Baals, and had special altars
on hills and in towns. Among the towns near, given later to the tribe
of Reuben, were Bamoth-baal and Beth-baal-nieon (Josh. xiii. 17),
and the third place where Balaam's altars were raised was the top of
Peor, a famous shrine of Baal's, to which later on the Israelites went
to sacrifice to the gods and bow down to them. So it is at the present
day. The Papists may worship their goddess Mary generally, yet,
they have" Our Lady of Lourdes," "Our Lady'of Walsingham," etc.
We have it on the authority of a Popish bishop that" Our Lady du
Pontmain " refused a cure to a young girl, which, however, "Our Lady
du Cbene" granted, and are told by another Popish bishop that "Our
Lady of Rodez has gone to visit Our Lady of Lourdes." So Balaam
hoped to hit upon the right Baal, or the. right place where Baal· would
be propitiated; and in view of the terrible events that, followed later,
he and Balak might have congratulated themselves that Baal-peor
was the one!
The sacrifices are offered, and Balaam carries out his enchantments
on the first two occasions. What these enchantments consisted in
we know not, excepting in two important particulars-important to
us because of their significance at the present day. The first was, he
fell, or pretended to fall, into a trance (Num. xxiv. 4). Now this is
just what all the fortune-tellers, crystal-gazers, clairvoyants, psychists,
mediums, witches, soothsayers, wizards, or whatever you may choose
to call them, do now! and it is.a sad thing that one effect of the war
has been to breed these wicked frauds all over the country. Last
year some of the most noted were exposed by a prominent daily paper;
and in every account" Balaam " pretended to fall into a trance, The
writer says of Mrs. Osborne Leonard, the" medium" of Sir Oliver
Lodge, whose preposterous" visions" of, and talks with, his dead son,
Professor Lodge, has written in his book" Raymond," that she" was
hurling herself into trances the whole day long (at a guinea a time) "
so sought out was she, Not only on the rich, but right down to the
poorest who could only pay 1/-, do these rogues impose. Yet so
abominable are these people in the sight of God that, in the old
dispensation, there was no salvation for them, no sacrifice 'could be
offered for them; they were to be stoned to death; "their blood
shall be upon them" (Lev, xx. 27). When we add to this the almost
universal craze for channs (" mascots "), is there not urgent cause for

all God's people in this land to cry to God to deliver us from all this
wickedness, and not bring on this nation that judgment He executed
on Balak and his country for these very abominations 1
The other part of Balaam's enchantment was to go apart by himself
as if to interview his god, This was to incite that awe into his audience
which magicians cause by wrapping up their doings in mystery. One

,
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of the reasons why the" priests" of the present day turn their backs
to the people is to make a mystery of their" enchantments" in which
they pretend to turn bread, or a wafer, into living flesh and blood.
But, as we know, it is all a pretence, and these so-called "priests"
are as great frauds as the magicians of old and the clairvoyants, etc.,
of the day.
But in Balaam's case it was the true God of Israel that used him for
His own purpose, although Balaam probably thought it was Baal
speaking to him and influencing him against his will. On the first
two occasions he carried out all his mysterious pretence of holding a
private audience with his god, but in the third instance made no such
pretence, but spoke out at once, because, we are told, "the Spirit of
God came upon him." For" who will be so profanely mad as to say
that God cannot convert the evil wills of men which He pleases, when.
He pleases, and as He pleases, to good 1 " (Augustine). Balaam no
doubt cursed Israel in his heart, but God controlled his will and tongue.
" The Lord thy God would not hearken unto Balaam; but the Lord
thy God turned the curse into a blessing unto thee, because the Lord
thy God loved thee" (Deut. xxiii. 5, and Josh. xxiv. 10). And is it
not trne of God's spiritual Israel whom He loves" with an everlasting
love," that" all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to His purpose" 1 For" surely
there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination
against Israel."
Balaam returns to his flu-of! home, but not before he had given to
Balak the infernal advice to entice the Israelites to fornieation with
his people and to the worship of his idols. King Jeroboam 1. was
known, and will be known as long as time'lasts, as he "who made
Israel to sin," by tnrning them from the spiritual worship of Jehovah
to a sensual and idolatrous worship of Him under the form of calves.
So do the" 'priests" of the present day profess to worshIp the true
God of Heaven under the form of bread or wafer, cross or crucifix,
or even carved images and icons. Did not Balaam the soothsayer do
as much or worse 1 Did he not cause the Israelites to commit both
bodily and spiritual fornication 1 And so it was, that the chosen
nation forsook the Tabernacle of the Lord and His ordained priests
and services, and offered sacrifices to Baal at his shrine at Peor, bowed
down to idols, joined in the idolatrous feasts, and committed fornication with the Midianites. Alas! how greedily the unrenewed heart
runs after all that is evil, and even the aged Moses seemed powerless
to prevent the great apostasy. For" they went to Baal-peor, and
separated themselves unto that shame; and their abomiriations
were according as they loved" (Hosea ix. 10) .
. "Now all these things happened lUlto them for ensamples; and
they are written for onr admonition unto whom the ends of the world
are come. 'Wherefore, let him that thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall." It was not without reason that God inspired the Apostle
Paul to warn those who are" sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
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saints," etc., to "flee from idolatry," H neither be ye idolaters,"
"neither let us commit fornication" (1 Cor. x.), and the Apostle
John to exhort the beloved "sons of God," "Little children, keep
yourselves from idols." Whose heart does not turn readily to selfworship 1 and how very widespread is covetousness, which is idolatry.
God severely punished this apostasy, destroyed twenty-four thousand
of the idolaters by a plague, and caused the ringleaders to be hanged.
And yet, in utter defiance of God and His judgments, Zimri,
a prince of the Sirneonites, openly brought a Midianitish woman
to his tent in the face of Moses and all those who were seeking the
Lord's mercy at the Tabernacle. Phinehas' indignant judgment on
them appeased the wrath of God, stayed the plague, and brought on
himself an everlasting blessing. God now arose to avenge His people,
to turn the curse of Balaam into blessing, and He so prospered the
arms of Israel that the Midianitish kings and their people were utterly
routed and slain. And Balaam was slain also. Surely the Midianites
must, have sent for him again to help them with his advice and euchantments. So he died fighting against the true God and His chosen
people. He did not die "the death of the righteous," and Iris" last
end" was not that of one of God's dear people, redeemed by the blood
of the Lord Jesus Christ and clothed with His righteousness.
One cannot read carefully the awful descriptions, given by the
Apostles Peter and J ude, of those who follow Balaam, and from
covetousness of this world's goods will "lose their own souls" and
commit any wickedness, without being convinced that the Apostles
include the great exemplar, Balaam, in their doom, "to whom is
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever." The Lord Jesus Christ,
too, when on earth, pronounced a special" Woe" ·on all those, like
Balaam, through whom offences against God and man come (Matt.
xviii.. 7).
Incline our hearts, 0 God, unto Thy testimonies, and not to
covetousness, and may Thy Holy Spirit cause us to follow after
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meeh.-ness, for the
Redeemer's sake.
. NEMO.
NOAH'S DOVE.

" And the dove came in to him in the evening; and 10, in Tier mouth was
an olive leal pluckt Off."-GENESIS viii. n.
THE raven which he first sent forth brought him no tidings, and in
this respect the first was last, or of no manner of use, and the last,
the dove, was first, in bringing to him the joyful tidings that the
waters-the executioners of Jehovah's righteous indignation and
wrath against a world of ungodly-were abated from off the earth.
The probability is, the raven found something suited to its fleshly
taste, as, it may be, some floating carrion of man or beast, and abode
by it and stuck fast to it, finding in it all that its fleshly appetite
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could crave after. So different from the dove; being an unclean
creatme, and to be had in abomination among the fowls (Lev. xi.
13, 15), typical of men in the flesh who cannot please God, and who
find all their souls crave after in the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eye, and the pride of life; nnclean in their unregenerate state, not
washed from their filthiness. These, if they be by profession ministers
of righteousness, are yet nothing but Satan's instruments, transformed
(2 Cor. xi. 13-15). In popish priests they are found and seen in their
highest attainments of craft on earth, and are a great part of that
spiritual Idumea spoken ·of by the prophet-" the owl also and the
raven shall dwell in it: and He shall stretch upon it the line of confusion and the stones of emptiness" (Isa. xxxiv. 11). Seek tidings
from any of these ravens who walk after the flesh, and you will get
from them no "joyful sound" of sin fully atoned for, and for ever
put away by the bloodshedding and death of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the eternal Son of God, but instead a babel sound of this man's merits
to obscure the Person and Righteousness of that one Man by whose
obedience many, viz., all the saved, are made righteous before God.
But now to the text-to the dove.
In her first sending forth, there is nothing to be seen but what
bespeaks the awful and solemn judgments of Jehovah, when"Great in His anger, God arose-

Deluged the world, and drown'd His foes."
In all that wide expanse of waters there is no rest for the sole of her
foot.
In this she represents God's own quickened, elect people, who are by .
sovereign grace made spiritually alive from the dead that are all
around them, and divinely illuminated from that darkness they
formerly were in (Isa. xxix. 19; Eph. v. 8). Enlightened they see
that no resting-place for the sole of their feet is to be had in "the
works of the law," for by the law is the knowledge of sin, and as many
as are under it and seek justification by it, are under the curse. David,
by the Spirit's enlightening grace, "saw an end of all perfection"
(Psa. cxix. 96). He could not see perfection in any of the whole
race of fallen mankind. Adam's freewill was proved to be no proof
against Satan's temptation: therefore all mankind in him by natural
generation are made sinners, are in and by him fallen into sin, guilt,
sinfulness, iniquity, and transgression. They are UJlder a sentence of
death temporal and eternal, which none but Christ can deliver from,
and which thing He has nndertaken and pledged Himself to do for,
and on behalf of, all that the Father hath given Him (Hosea xiii. 14 ;
John vi. 37).
The dove, as representing the Church of God in every generation,
finding no rest for the sole of her foot in any created thing, returns
to the ark and to Noah, the builder and maker thereof.
"There's nothing round the spacious earth

To suit my vast desires;
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To more refined and solid mirth
lily boundless thought aspires. "-ETskine.
Henry Fowler, of blessed memory, was one of those Gentile sinners
the prophet Isaiah speaks of, asking who they are that fly as a cloud
and as the doves to their windows (Isa. Ix. 8). Hear, then, from this
well-taught man of God, the language of his renewed heart and the
wish of his renewed mind"Return, my wandering heart,

To thy dear resting-place;
Nothing in nature, nor in art,
So fair as Jesu's face."

The ark to which the dove returned afforded it rest, shelter, sustenance, safety, and comfort. And so doth Christ, as He is the ark of
salvation to everyone of His elect. Oh, my dove that art in the
clefts of the rock, in :Me you are safe from vultures and every unclean
bird of prey and from doctrines of devils. David prays that the soul
of this dove may not be delivered unto the multitude of the wicked
(Psa. !xxiv. 19), and He who is David's Lord prayed that the same
.
dove might be kept from the evil (John xvii. 15).
David wished he had the wings of a dove to flee away and be at
rest, and Paul desired the same mighty and unspeakable blessing at
the hand of his Covenant God when he said: I have "a desire to
depart and to be with Christ, which is far better." He desired to
reach the ocean of everlasting bliss and blessedness which is better
than being tossed on the waves and billows of time. But the dove
is not only a type of the redeemed and regenerated Church of God, it
is also in many things a type of the Holy Spirit; for Jesus, at His
baptism in the river Jordan, saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and lighting upon Him, and He was thereafter led by the Spirit
into the wilderness (not the garden of Eden) to be tempted of the
devil.
Noah's day and time on earth might be· well called the morning,
i.e., if we divide earth's si.'l: thousand years into three parts of ,two
thousand years each, for Noah died in the year A.1\'I:. 2002, then from
his death or Abraham's call we have another 2000 vears unto Christ.
During this second period we have, as it were, the" noon of earth, in
which :Moses and the prophets" bore the burden and heat of the day."
And, as it is the" Holy Spirit" that" heavenly Dove" who, as the
Lord of the vineyard, raises up and thrusts forth labourers into His
vineyard, He raised up Abraham to labour in it for one hundred
years, and then gave him "a penny" of eternity, as his exceeding
great reward. So, in the first droppings of mercy and everlasting
kindness to His elect in the evening of the third period of 2000 years,
this heavenly Dove sent the dying thief to labour under conviction
of sin, distress of soul, and gave him a God-given tender compassion
for, and high admiration of, Christ, and a living unquenchable desire
to be with Him in His kingdom, whose labours of one hour were also
rewarded with the Same equal reward that lays low creature merit
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and magnifies free grace-even "a penny" (Matt. xx. 1-16). Good
John Kent had a sweet glimpse of this sovereign efficacious grace
when he wrote these two verses :"Here Mary and Manasseh view

1

The dying thief, and Ahraham too;
With equal love their spirits flame,
The same their joy, their song the same.
,. 0 sweet employ to sing and trace
Th' amazing heights and depths of grace;
And spend, from sin and sorrow free,

A blissful, vast eternity! "
We note then that it was in the evening that the dove brought this
olive leaf to Noah, i.e., the time of the Gospel Dispensation. Here we
may find a few paradoxes, as albeit it is the evening of time when the
shadows are stretched out (Jer. vi. 4), it is also perfect day, as in it
are shed some of the brightest beams of the Sun of Righteousness
in the path of the just, which is as the shining light that shineth more
and more unto the perfect day. For in this evening Zion's light was
come, and the glory of the Lord, as seen in the dispensation of the
Spirit, had risen upon her (Isa. Ix. 1-3). God, who at sundry times
and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, whom
He hath appointed heir of all things, by Whom also He made the
worlds. By His Son, and by His Spirit; for He, the Spirit, shall
receive of Mine, said Jesus, and shall show it unto you (John xvi.H).
As the dove took and brought the olive leaf to Noah to certify him
that the waters were abated off the earth-glad tidings to Noah and·
to his favoured few-so when Peter, Stephen, Philip, and Paul
preached Christ and Him crucified, in the beginning of the Gospel
dispensation or evening, it was to as many as were ordained to eternal
life, good news and glad tidings, for to such Christ was Christ realized
and proved, to be the tree of life whose leaves were for the healing
of the nations (Rev. xxi. 24). So Christ's Gospel received by certain
nations does heal them as such to a great extent from the poisons,
disorders, tumults, and oppressions found in antichristian states
(Isa. Ix. 12).
The olive leaf in the mouth of the dove is Christ in His Person
and finished salvation, in the Spirit-given ministry of every ambassador.
Of Christ, as He is the truth and substance of the olive tree, Paul
speakt in Rom. xi. 17. Christ is also the fir tree Hosea speaks of
(Hosea xiv. 8). Into Christ the olive tl'ee for fatness, .and the fir
tree for greenness, were God's Gentile elect grafted. Mark this: it
was no less the Spirit's work to break off and set aside the self-righteous,
carnal Jews for their unbelief, as to graft in, by giving them faith,
His Gentile elect. Christ is the root and fatness of both Jew and
Gentile, who, through grace, believe in His name. How the olive
branch came to be an emblem of peace I cannot say, but certain it is
that God preaches peace to men by the blood of Christ. For He is
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our peace, even the peace of those who sometimes were far off. as all
Gentile sinners were. but made nigh by the blood of Christ-even
everyone for whom that precious blood was shed.
Did Micah, seven hundred years before Christ came in the lIesh,
preach Him as the Man who shall be the peace when the Assyrian
shall come into our land 1 Paul also. after Christ had come in the
lIesh, " Whose goings forth have been from of old. from everlasting,"
shall also preach Him as such, f01', saith he, " Being justified by faith
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." who was
delivered for' our offences and was raised again for our justification
(Rom. v. 1).
When He was delivered into the hand of Divine justice as the
appointed Surety and Deliverer of His people. He went down into
deep waters where the lIoods of wrath overllowed Him, but 10! He
emerged from them_ He sent from above. He took Him, and !:!rew
Him out of many or great waters, He set His feet upon a rock and
established His goings. When the Holy Dove, the Spirit of God,
planted and watered many true churches of God formed for Himself
to show forth all His praise. in the several generations of the Gospel
dispensation. then were fulfilled the words of Isaiah, \lur evangelical
prophet. "For this is as the waters of Noah unto Me: for as I have
swom that the waters of Noah should no more gp over the earth; so
have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee nor rebuke thee."
"Payment God will not twice demand.
First at my bleeding Surety's Hand,
And then again, at mine."

Say you, Are all these things to be found in the incident recorded
concerning the waters of Noah 1 Yea. and many beside. When
Jehovah by His servant Amos says He will darken the earth in the
clear day (Amos viii. 9). I take it. as l\k Huntington. that in the
latter-day,. Gospel dispensation, or evening of time, when the brightest
lights and luminaries of the everlasting Gospel such as Calvin, Luther,
Knox, Owen, Goodw:in, Toplady, and Gill were shedding abroad the
light of Divine truth given them by the Holy Dove, there should yet
be found on the earth millions of men shrouded in the shades of the
densest darkness, in popery, the 'kingdom of the beast which is full
of darkness. It was the hand of this wild beast and./a1Oless one (2 Thess.
ii. 6, 7) that, at the time when the bright light 6f God's own Gospel
burst forth from papal darkness, plucked off from the earth a young
godly Yorkshireman, John Leaf, who was burnt to ashes with John
Bradford, the one a babe in grace, the other mighty in the Scriptures,
both alike abhorrent to Rome. The hand of God is to-day seen in
His solemn and righteous judgments on all the nations who have a
complicity with, and in any way support, Rome's idolatry and interest.
Israel's beauty is to be as the olive tree (Hosea xiv. 6) in his greenness, pleasant and refreshful as dwelling in the unity of the Spirit
and bond of peace; white, as washed in the sin-atoning and sin33
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cleansing blood of Jesus the Lamb of God. "To figure out Jesus as
the peaceful means of our access to God, and supporter of the Church,
the door and posts of the entrance to the holy of holies and the posts
of the door of the Temple were of olive·wood " (1 Kings vi. 31, 33).
So Jesus says in the Gospel, "I am the Door; by Me if auy man
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, arid find pasture."
And Solomon speaks thus: "Blessed is t,he man that heareth me,
watching daily at my gates, \vaiting at the posts of my doors." They
have His own testimony that they are blessed who so do.
Birkenltead.
G. A.
"A NEW CREATURE."
IT needs no laboured argument to prove that the ,vord "new" is
used to express the exact opposite meaning to that conveyed by the
word "old."
Men speak of a new house, a new broom, a new book, to call attention
to the fact that the article or thing to which .they are referring differs
from a similar article or thing which is old, perhaps worn ont, and
certainly less desirable.
When God, the Holy Spirit, uses this word " new" He does it with
a very definite purpose, and it is important that great attention should
be paid to those subjects concerning which He employs this description.
This point is made very plain by a reference to Hebrews viii. 7-13.
In this passage comparison is made between the old covenant, under
which Adam was created and which he brake, aud the new Covenant
of Grace and Mercy secured and guaranteed in Christ Jesus, the Lord. '
The passage concludes with these striking words: "In that He saith
a new covenant, He hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth
and waxeth old is ready to vanish away." The contrast between
" new" and" old" is made very clear in thi. remarkable verse.
Belning this distinction in pilnd, let reference now be made to
another instance where the Holy Spirit employs the word " new" in
a very important sense. The passage is found in 2 Corinthians v. 17.
" If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold,. all things are become new." This statement is most
definite, and it must be read in connection with the teaching of the
Lord Jesus. He said (John iii. 7), "Ye must be born again," or, as
the margin has it, "Ye must be born from above," that is (verse 6)
born again by a new and spiritual birth. Explaining this truth the
Lord Jesus added (John v. 24), "He that heareth My word, and
believeth on Hinr that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not
come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life." This
is the new birth, this is the work of the Holy Spirit, this is being made
a "new creature" in Christ Jesus. This.new birth, this new life is
hid and preserved in Christ Jesus (C!>1. iii. 3) and shall never perish.
The Apostle Peter was inspired to write on this great subject and
say, "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor'Tltptible,
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by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." (1 Peter i. 23).
The Lord Himself fll1'ther explained thi~ a ll-import.'1l1t t.l'llth. He
&'\id the Holy Spirit "shall teach yOIl all things" (J'ohn xiv. 26).
" He shall receive of Mine alld shall shew it unto you" (Johll xvi. 14).
." He shall testify of Me" (John ''--v. 26). Hence it is written, "Faith
-cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God" (Rom. x. 17).
Men ca,nnot call upon, or believe in, Him of '\Thom they have not
heard (Rom. x. 14). Therefore" the Word of the truth of the Gospel"
(Col. i. 5) must be faithfully preached, "for there is nOlle other Name
(than that of the Lord Jesus) under heaven given among men, whereby
we mnst be saved" (Act.s iv. 12).
Knowing how true this statement, which Peter, filled with t.he
Holy Ghost (Acts iv. 8), gave uttei'ance to, Paul added, "For in
'Cln'ist Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor nncircum·cision, but 'a new creature" (Gal. vi, 15). No rites or ceremonies can
save any person. It is "by grace ye are saved, through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any
.mau should boast" (Eph. ii. 8, 9). And" the grace of God that
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying
tmgodliness and worldly lusts (or pleasures), we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly in this present world, looking for t,hat blessed"
.and glorious" hope, the appearing of the Lord Jesus" (Titus ii. 11-13).
Those who are "new creatures in Christ Jesus" desire to hear
and understand. God's Word, that they may grow thereby (1 Peter ii.
2), and as such" grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter iii, 18), They seek to bring forth
Spiritual fruit (Gal. v. 22-25). This is proof they are alive in Him,
P.!. B.
AUTHOR AND FINISHER.
HEBREWS xii. 2.
HE Who begins the work, He, too, must finish;
Nothing can alter this God-given word;
Let ns not add to, or 'ever diminish,
Ought from this t,ruth of the Lord.
Hast thou the faith which brings power and gladness 1
Know that Christ Jesus-lIe gave it to thee.
Is He thy Saviour from sorrow and sadness 1
His, then, the glory must be !
Are thy sins greater, or do they diminish!
Are they within thee, believer, like leaven 1
He Who begins the work, He, too, shall finish,
Thou shalt be like Him in heaven.

RUFu8.

515

The Gospel Magazine
THE GOSPEL l\IAGAZ1NE.

THE rise in cost of production, and especially the very grea·t increase
in the price of paper, imposes upon the Trustees of the GOSPEL
:lI1AGAZINE a specially onerous financial burden while these abnormal
conditions continue.
They earnestly appeal for the consideration" and support of the
devoted readel's of the Magazine, and would welcome Donations tll'
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund.
"I HAVE HEARD THY PRAYER."
THERE was a precious saint of God, precious in heaven, and precious
on earth, who one day, or evening, left the rest of the family downstairs, songht the privacy of her own Toom, knelt there, and in anguish.
of spirit prayed, " Lord is this alwl1y" to last 1" What" this" was
she needed not to explain to Him. It was a trial that had lasted for
some yeaTS: not one of those wltich are manifest to the world, but
one that must, very largely be kept within doors. Here the heart
knew its own bitterness. No need to say much mOTe about a secret
sorrow than what the LOTd does in those few words. Ponderings,
al'guings, reasonings; the same ovel' and oveT again, feaTS and serfcondemnations (though He does not condemn, and He says" Fear
not "}-all drop their bitterness into the weary cup, while the sweetness is yet to come. But that prayer entered the heart of the Lord.
It was one of those spoken of in Isaiah xxx. as "the voice of thy
cry." "He will be very gracious to thee at the voice of thy cry; .
when He shall hear it, then He will answer thee." Not that He,had
been deaf to the former sighs and complaints: no one of them was
unheard or unnoticed; but now His own time was ripe and had come.
" Now will I arise, I will set him at libelty from him that puffetll
at him." A few months or weeks, and the complaint was a thing of
the past, the Lord's own hand had lifted the cross, smoothed thecrook, had given a garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness, and
had said of the cup of pain, " Thou shalt no more drink it again."
" He will not always be chiding." The truth spoken by the Father
of meTcies and the God of all comfort brought Jacob, Job, Hezekiah,
and Elijah from the gates of the grave (either feared 01' desiTed), totaste the goodness of God in the land of the living. It hurried Joseph
out of prison to the tlHone; it set Ephraim and Manasseh upon the
knees of Israel; it gave the Gentile outcast the desire of her heaTt ;
it crowned with health the touch of the trembling invalid. It was
because "He will not contend for ever, neither will He be always
wroth," that the destroying angel stayed his hand with the words,
"It is enough," and the Lord returned to Jerusalem with mercies.
Truly he said (he who never perished at the hand of Saul), "His.
anger endureth but a moment; in His favour is life-weeping mayenduTe for a night, but joy cometh in the morning."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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RUTH COWELL'S SISTER.

our readers who value t.he "Pilgrim Papers" signed "R," and
which are written by Miss Ruth Cowell, will deeply sympat.hize with
her in t.he sudden and unexpected sonow which has overtaken her and
her family. Writ.ing under the date, Oct. 3rd, she says:
" I am sure you will sympat.hize with us in the great SOl'J'OW which
has so suddenly overtaken us. Onr dear sister Ellen. the second
daughter of the late beloved' G. C.,' is the first to enter glory since his
Home-going. She was taken dangerously ill on Monday, Sept. 24th,
and on Monday, Oct. 1st, ill one week was g..thered." 'Vc warmly
commend our esteemed friend and fellow-labourer, Miss R. Cowell, to
the sympathy and prayers of onr Christian readers. What; II mercy
that the dear one who ha,s been taken has entered glo1')', and t.h",t the
God of glory is the Refuge and Strength of His people who are left
behind! May He Himself comfort, strengthen, and cheer the bemaved ones!
ALL

A VOICE FROM: THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY.
To

THE VERY NOBLE KNIGHT, MESSIRE NICHOLAS n'EscH, AT IIfETZ.

Grace be to yon, mercy and peace, my good lord and brothel', from
God our Father, and from om Lord Jesns, for the sake of Him Who
shed His blood for us. May He fill you with strength and power from
above to bear His Name before all, and to fight valiantly for the glory
of His Gospel. . . . For all false teaching is a denial of Jesus Christ,
and all true teaching is a confession of Him-for example, if we teach
that by simple faith and trust in Jesus Christ wc are saved, and not
by anything besides. For by that means (faith and trust in Jesus)
we have eternal life; we are made good trees, children of light,
children of God, and of the kingdom. And from this root spring the
fruits of life, good fruits, works of light, such as beseem the children of
God. Not works that give life, or save, but works that declare that
we have eternal life and salvation. For he who knows God, who has
tasted the endless love and mercy of God in his own experience-he
who knows what honour and blessing God has put upon him by Jesus
Christ-will be bnrning with the love of God, shed abroad in his
heart by the Holy Spirit, Who is the sign and mark set upon his heart,
the earnest of life eternal. And such an one will not only be 1mab!e
to refrain from thanking his Father for such great blessings, but he
will also do works of true faith and love, t-o magnify and exalt the
name of his Father, so that others mav know Him also. He will do
these works, not for feal' he should be damned if he does not do them,
but to glorify his Father. Yes, he would not feal' for t.hat end to
go down into hell, williug, like Moses and Saint Paul, to be blotted
(Jut of the book of life', and to be "ccursed from Christ, rathcr than
that t,he Name of Jesus should be dishonoured.
There are those who say, " If Y011 do this or that you will be saved,"
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or, "If you do not this or tha~," " if you are not washed with water,"
"if you do not perform some outward work men can see with their
eyes," you will not be saved. Such people deny Jesus and His work.
For He would have died in vain, and His blood would be worth nothing,
if without such or such a work it could not save.
lt is very true, on the other hand, that where there is fire there will
be heat, so that we are right in saying, where we do not see the fruits
of faith, nor feel the warmth of love, there is no faith, or very little.
And we must stand in doubt of anyone, as being a child of God, if he
does not give proof of it. But still less are those childl'en of God who
perform certain works wluch have the appearance of goodness, doing
them all the while simply from fear of hell or death. For in tmth
the Christian heart, where faith dwells, will do nothing except for
the purpose of glorifying God, and drawing others to Him. . . .
And, above all, let us keep ourselves in the ,gentleness of Jesus,
Who desires that we should learn of Him. Our Lord waits a long
while for sinne;'s to turn to Him, and thus wo. must wait for those whom
our .Lord will dmw to Himself. We should think it a great thing,
if at first they do not blaspheme God and His Word-a greater thing
if tbey will listen to it-still greater if they get so far as to speak well
of it and think it true, and tllUs at last they come to magnify it and
to be subject to it. We see how the Lord bore with the small faith
arid the great stupidity of His apostles. And He is in truth the glass
iuto which we should look to see how wc should walk. If men had
done this heretofore, we should not see things in the state in wlLieh
they are now. But blessed be God, that by any means whatever,
souls are bronght to know Jesus and beHeve in Him. For if we look·
at the apostles, what were they when Jesus first sent them out to
preach ~ How weak they were! How little faith they had! There·
fore let a man not draw back, but if by any means he can preach Christ,
let him preach Him, committing himself to the Lord. Let him preach
with all his might, and stir up others to do the same. For the use
of t.he Word will strengthen weak faith,and will teach us better what
faith is. so that we shall come, like the apostles, and ask the Lord to
increase it. And Illay it please Him to do this for us, having mercy'
upon us, and upon His poor sheep kept in gross ignorance and in
captivity to Satan. ~'lay the Lord grant them to hear His holy Word
preached in purity.
Salute, I p1:ay you, my lord, your brother, and all those who love
Him Who alone should be loved. You Illay send your letters to this
town, directed to Capito.
Onc word more. Let Jesus hold and possess your whole heart, so
that vou lUay not think of any other thing than Jesus only, may do
nothing except for Jesus, so that here and hereafter you may be always
abiding in Jesus. . . .
Yours, wiih nw whole heart, in our Lord,
•

STRASBURG,

16th oi October, 1526.

WILLIAM FARBL.

'
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THE DEPTH OF CHRIST'S LOVE.
As there is a breadth and length here, so there is a depth . . . . Now
mark, as there is in these texts (Psa. xlii., ,lxix., lxxxviii.) the sinking.
condition of the Godly man set forth, of a man whom sin and Satan
is treading down into the deep; so in our text, we have a depth that
can more than counterpoise those deeps, set forth with a hearty
prayer that we may know it., And although the deeps or depths of
calamity into which the Godly may fall may be as deep as hell, and
methinks they should be no deeper, yet this is the comfort, and for
the comfort of them of the Godly that are thus sinking. The mercy
of God for them lies deeper: "It is deeper than hell, what canst thou
know 1" And this is that which made Paul that he was not afraid
of this depth, "I am persuaded," saith he, "that neither height nor
depth shall separate us from the love of God which is in Christ JesU8
our Lord." This is also that I take it which is wrapped up in the
blessing wherewith Jacob blessed his son Joseph: "God shall bless
thee," saith he, "with the blessings of heaven above, and with the
blessings of the deep that Iieth 'under": a blessing which he had
ground to pronounce as well from his observation of God's good
dealing with Joseph, as in a spirit of prophecy. For he saw that he
lived and was become a flourishing bough by a wall, after that the
archers had done their worst to him. Moses also blesseth God for
blessing of J oseph thus, and blesseth his portion to him, as counting
of it sufficient for his help in all afflictions. "Blessed," saith he,
" of the Lord be his land, for the precious things of heaven, for the.
dew, and for the deep that coucheth beneath." I am not of belief
that these blessings are confined to t'hings temporal, 01' carnal, but
to things spiritual and divine, and that they have most chiefly respect
to the soul and eternal food. Now mark, he tells us here, that the
blessings of the deep do cOlich beneath; couch, that is, lie close, so
as hardly to be discerned by him that willingly would see that himself
is not below these arms that are beneath him. But that, as I said,
is hard to be discerned by him that thus is sinking, and that has, as
he now smartingly 'feels, all God's waves /lnd His billows rolling over
him. However, whether he 'ees 01' not, for this blessing lieth couched,
yet there it is, and there will be, though one should sink as deep as
bell; and hence they are said to be everlasting arms that are underneath; that is, arms that are long and strong, and that can reach
to the bottom, and also beyond, all the misery and distress that
Christians are subject to in this life. Indeed, mercy seems to be
asleep when we are sinking; for' then we are as if all things were
careless of us, but it is but as a lion couchant, it will awake in time
for our help. And forasmuch as this term is it which is applicable
to the lion in his del<, it may be to show that as a lion, so will God,
at the fiti,est season, arise for the help and deliverance of a sinking
people: "The Lord shall go forth as a mighty man, He shall stir up
jealousy like a man of war: He shall cry, yea, roar, He shall prevail
•
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against His enemies." Here is a depth against the depth that is
against us, let that depth be what it will; as, let it be the depth of
misery, the depth of mercy is sufficient. If it be the depth of hellish
policy, the depth both of the wisdom and knowledge of God shall go
beyond it and prevail.
This therefore is worthy of the consideration of all sinking souls;
of the souls that feel themselves descending into the pit. There is
such a thing as this experienced among the godly. Some, come to
them (when tempted) when you will, will tell you they have no
ground to stand on, their feet have slipped, their foundation is removed,
and they feel themselves sinking, as into a pit that has no bottom.
They inwardly sink, not for want of something to relieve the body,
but for want of some spiritual cordial to support the mind; "I went
down to the bottoms of the mountains (said J onas), the eart,h with
her bars was about me for ever; my soul fainted within me." Now
for such to consider that underneath them, even at the bottom, there
lieth a blessing, or that in this deep whereinto they are descending,
there lieth a delivering mercy couching to catch them, and to save
them from sinking for ever, this would be a relief unto them, to help
them to hope for good.-(From " The Unsearchable Riches of Christ,"
by John Bunyan..}
THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX. 105-111.

By THE REV. W. LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LE-FIELD,
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH,
(Continued from page 472.)

VERSE 105. "Thy Word is a lamp to my leet and a light to my path,"
Alluding here to the lamps and torches carried at night before an
Eastern caravan, the Psalmist speaks of the Word as that which will
guide the step ahd show the way. It is a light shining in a dark place,
whereunto we do well that we take heed. Pray observe, reader, that
this is only the case where the eyes have been opened and enlightened
• by the ~pirit of God; for a lamp, torch, candle, or any other light, is
of no use to a blind man. How fnll of encouragement when we can
l'ealize from tlus verse, that whatever state we may be in, the Scripture
will find a commandment for our rule and a promise for Olll' assistance;
and whilst the candle of the wicked shall be put out, this shining light
shineth more and more unto the perfect day, as a true light, a wonderful
light, a sale light, a pleasa.nt light, a clear light, and above all a lull and
sufficient light, w]uch, as we pass over the stormy ocean of this world,
can be seen shining a long way off, to warn mariners of their dangerthe rocks and shoals on which so many split-and to direct the- steersman into the harbolll', that so an abundant entrance (the figure of a
ship entering the harboRl' in full sail) may be ministered to us into the
everlasting Kingdo'm of Olll' Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. But I
have no doubt whatever in my own mind that these words refer in all
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their comprehensiveness to the Man Christ Jesus. It was the word of
promise that cheered Him in His path of darkness-for the joy that was
set before Him He endured the cross, despising the shame. Never
feet trod such a pathway before. Hear Him cry, " I sink in deep mire
where there is no standing"; but His confident expectation that" the
Lord God will help Me " sustained Him. The light that cheered Him
was the word, " He shall see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied."
" A seed shall serve Him."
Verse 106. "I have sworn a.nd confirm it, tu keep Thy righteous
judgments." Can this be the language of any fallen sinner upon earth 1
Utterly unintelligible aB far as it concerns fallen man. Perfectly
intelligible as it is the word of Him Who is holy, harmless, wldefiled,
and separate from sinners. He fulfilled all righteousness, He magnified the law and made it honourable. He wrought out and brought in
an everlasting righteousness. "That by two immutable things" [the
promise and the oath], in which it was impossible for God to lie, we
might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold
upon the hope set before us."
Verse 107. "I am afflicted above measure [even to extremity];
J.ehovah, quicken me according tu Thy word." Afflictions in measme
are the portion of all God's children; afflictions above measure the
portion only of Him of Whom it is written, " The Father giveth not
the Spirit by measure unto Him." The meaning of the latter part of
the verse is-Bestow upon me that life which is promised in the Law
to those who keep it. (See Lev. xviii. 5.) Only the Lord Jesus could
make such a demand.
Verse 108. "The free-will offerings of my mooth accept, I pray Thee,
a Jehovah; and teach me Thy judgments." l'he prayers and praises
of the Lord Jesus are here intended, as is seen by the expression, "of
my mouth." Else the people of God are thus spoken of in other passages. Compare Psa. cx. 3, "Thy people (are) free-will offerings in
the day of Thy power." Re Who, though He were a Son, yet learned
obedience, adds in the latter part of the verse, " Teach me Thy judgIl\ents," that is, Thy purposes, determinations, and decrees.
Verse 1()9. "My soul is continually in my hand, yet I have not forgouen Thy law." Augustine upon this place doth ingenuously confess
that he Wlderstood not what David meant by having his soul in his
hand; but Jerome, another of the ancients, teaches us that it is a
Hebraism, signifying a state of extl'Cmest peril. Its sense is plain
from Judges ,:ii. 13; 1 Sam. xix. 5, xxviii. 21, where he who jeopal'ds
his own life is said to put his soul into his hand, as if to have it ready
to give up at any moment. The same expression reappears in Joh
xiii. 14. Thus, amidst the deadly perils which cllvironed the Lord
Jesus, He still remembered the Divine law as an object of supreme
affection.
Verse HO. "l'he wicked have laid a snare for me, but I erred not
from Thy precepts." The devices and temptations of the wicked, says
Alexander, were as powerless as all the other canses previously men-
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tioned, in leading Him away from the path of duty and safety.
Verse Ill. "I inherit Thy testimonies to eternity,. for they are the ioy
of my heart." A goodly heritage! which the people of Jesus, united
to Him; lay claim to, and which shall not depart, from them; for what
like the Word of God to give sensible pleasure, revive the heart, aud
send us on our way rejoicing ~ And if the people of God can thus be
refreshed by these testimonies, how refreshing they must have proved
to Jesus, Who lived upon them, and felt their power in a way which
we can never comprehend who carry about wit,h us bodies of sin aud
death.
'
.
(To be continued.)

'ltorusponbrnrt.
TESTIMONY FROM SAL-ONICA.
To the Editar of TRE GOSPEL l\'[AGAZIKE.
My DEAR 8IR,-I feel it laid upon my heart to·day to send you a few
lines. I have not met you personally, yet you seem no stranger to me.
I writ,e to you as a brother in Christ, as one of the many of your scattered flock, for indeed you are honoured in having, as the Editor of our
GOSPEL i\{AGAZINE, the world for your parish; and of feeding the
flock of Christ as a true minister of His everlasting Gospel, and dis·
pensing to your readers the messages of His grace.
It is now about ten ycal's since I was first given a copy of the GOSPEL
:MAGAZINE, and siuce then I have been a constant reader, and can
testify that next to my Bible it .has been constantly read witlr both
pleasure and profit and comfort to my soul under the blessing of God
which has assuredly accompanied its messages. It has been a pleasure
to me to lend it to my friends and acquaintances, aud to advocate its
coustant perusal. I know it will be to yon as " good news from, a far
country," when I tell you that to·day I have read for the se<'ond time'
both your" Family Portion" and" \Vayside Notes" for July; and
that they have indeed been the" sure mercies of David " unto my
soul. I thank you for your precious thoughts, and rejoice that gmce
is given you to so exalt our Divine Redeemer; and I pray that you
may be continually anointed with fresh oil for this work and labour'
of love 'whereunto the Holy Ghost has called you; and also that in
your new parish God will grant yon showers of blessing, and give you
many precious souls to be your joy and crown of rejoicing. May you
be given grace to continually exalt Christ! There are JUany sermons
preached, and many religious books written to-day, in the hearing and
pernsal of which I find no blessing whatever. In these days of Gospel
famine. what a great need there is for such teaching and testimony as
is propagated by the GOSP~:L MAGAZINE. I have sent a few MS8. to
Miss Cowell since being out here (I am attached to the 42nd Squadron
A.S.C. Remoupts, RE.F., Salonica) which, if you think worthy of
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publication in the GOSPEL l\1AGAZINE, I know you will insert them in
its pages. I read of the home-call of your dear son, also his prepious
letter in the JIUle Magazine. My deepest sympathy goes out to you
and your family in your great loss; but I know it is a great comfort
to your hearts to know yOUT loss is his inestimable gain. He is with
Christ, which is far better. I have handed several yOWlg men his
letter to read. His truly was the assur/ince of the faith of God's elect.'
May it also always be ours!
Miss Ormiston 'has very kindly promised to send me some old copies
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and other writings to distribute here. Asking
you to give me a place in your prayers; to also snpplicate for blessing
npon any witness given here to the trnth of the Gospel of the sovereign
grace of our Triune Jehovah,
I remain affectionately,
Yours in the bonds of that Gospel,
September 9tll, 1917.
Pte. T. J. WAY, 277416.
[We hope our reply to your touching and cheering letter will reach
you.. As soon as space allows we shall (D.V.) insert your MS. received
from Miss Cowell.-THE EmTOI'.l
G:REETINGS FROM DERBY.
To tlle Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-A few of God's elect here iu Derby wish to
send yon their hearty congratulations on your appointment to the
Vicarage of Whitington and also to the Editorship of the GOSPEL'
MAGAZINE.
You are well l'emembered b~' tbe blood-bought family, and, we
pray that all abonnding grace may be grant.ed to you from the God
of a,ll grace, that you may be able to set· fOItb choice tbings for God's
chosen faniily.
DERBY. Oct. fUll, 1917.
Yours in Him ,
'1'. D.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO .1'HE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ 'fHE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Tbere is still mgent need for the spreading abroad of
thousands of magazines and books, and it is cheering to hear how much
the literature is valued by the men. The following appeaL. have lately
reached me, and I trust that friends will come to our aid.'
A distributor writes: "I should be glad if you could send me
another parcel of magazines for distribution, as I have nothing uow to
give, and my work is not so effecti ve withont it. Trusting you are well,
and hoping yon will be able to compl.'· with my request, and thanking
yon for past help."
Another writes: "The men are coming and going, and we scarcely
see the same man twice. Could You send me some .magazines and
tracts 1 I am very short of magazines, and there mnst be ammunition.
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From India: "In my work I need some Gospels and Christian
literature, and I pray that you maybe led to come to our aid in sowing
the ';;'ord broadcast. We find many are anxious to receive the Word."
From a sailor: "May I ask of you a special favour. On - - our
ship was torpedoed, and I lost my Bible, which had been such a good
£ompanion to me. If you could spare me a Pocket Bible I can assure
you it will be vcry much used for personal meditation and in Christian
service. Also, if you have auy other books that would be usefnl to me
I should be glad to have them. I know you will do your best for me.
'frusting God will continue to bless you in all your labours.'"
The ~iission funds are now low, and our ne'eds are very great, and we
have many appeals to respond to. "Occupy till I come" is tIle word
of our Heavenly Nlaster.
Yours sincerely,
6, S'l'IRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRIS'l'OL, Oct ..2nd, 1917.

'tJrotutant JSracon.
THE FOUR-HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
REFORMATION.
By THE EDITOR (REV. THO}IAS HOUGHTON)_

"ON the 31st October, 1517, at noon on the day preceding the festival
(of All Saints), Luther, who had already made up his mind, walks
boldly towards the Church (at Wittenberg), to which a superstitious
crowd of pilgrims was repairing, alld posts npon the door ninety-five
theses or propositions against the doctrine of indulgences" (D'Aubigne's
History 0/ the Reformation, vo!. i., p. 268).
" By that act," says a modern wl'iter, " he lawlched the Reformation." The commemoration of this great historical event is being
(D.V.) observed in London. In America a committee bas been formed
by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church with the same
object in view. In Switzerland, -too, arrangements are being made to
call to mind the great blessings of the Reformation which Luther
unconsciously and unintentionally ushered in by His bold protest
against the traffic in indulgences. ~Iany are taking advantage of the
fact that we are at war with Germany to blacken t.he character of
Luther, and it has been snggested that the war is one of the fruits of
Protestantism. Nothing, however, ca,i be further from the truth.
There is no connection whatsoever between the great truths and
principles of Protestantism and the awful cruelties of this war. It is
because Gm'many has rejected the authority of that Bible which Luther
translated into the language of his countrymen that her rulers have
precipitated this awful European and world-wide conflict. No one
loyal to Bible Protestantism conld encourage the principles of Prussian
militarism. We have always held Lnther in admiration, and have
thanked God for raising him up as a cbampion for the truth in the

•

-.
TIte Gospel M agazi1~e

525·

sixteenth century. Our admiration for him has not -diminished be-·
cause of the great and awful crime which attaches to the German
Government of to-day. "What Germany is doing to-day has no·
relation to what was done in 1517." Dr. Lindsay, in his History 0/
the Re/ormation, says, "The Reformation needed a man who had
himself felt that commanding need of pardon which was sending his
fellows travelling from shrine to shrine, who could tell them iu plain,
homely words, which the common man could understand, how each
one of them conld win that pardon for himself, who could deliver them
from the fear of the priest, and show them the way to the peace of
God. The Reformation needed Luther" (vol. i., p. 188).
Dr. Lindsay procceds to say: "The times needed a prophet. They
received one; a man of the people; bone of their bone, and flesh of
their flesh; one who had himself lived the popular religious life with
all the thoroughness of a strong, earnest nature, who had sounded all
its depths and tested its capacities, aud gained in the end no relief for
his burdened conscience; who had at last found his way into the·
presence of God, and who knew, by his own personal experience, that
the living God was accessible to every Christian. He had won the
freedom of a Christian man, and had reached through faith a joy in
living far deeper than that which Humanism boasted. He became a
leader of men, because his joyous faith made him a hero by delivering
him from all fear of Church and clergy-the fear which had weighed
down the consciences of men for generations. Men could see what
faith was when they looked at Luther" (pp. 190, 191). Luther
appealed to men in all conditions of life. In the view of his contemporaries hl! was" the embodimeut of persona.! piety." TIllS made him
a power among men of all ranks when he stood forth as a Reformer..
He taught his countrymen" that the man who trusted in God did not
need to fear the censures of the Pope or of the clergy. He emancipated not merely the learned and cultivated classes, but the common
people, from the fear of the Church; aud this was the one thing needful
for a true reformation. . . . Hence it is that we may say without
exaggeration that the Reformation was embodied in Martin Luther,
that it lived in him as in no one else" (Lindsay's History 0/ the'
Re/ormation, vol. i., pp. 192-3). Many persons and many things had
prepared the way for the Reforma.tion. Our own Wyclif is rightly
called its" Morning Star," but the outstanding instrument chosen of
God to deliver Europe and our own beloved England from the bondage,
superstition, and idolatry of Romanism was Martin Luther. "An
Augustine hiar-the SOIl of a miner, sprung from a family of peasantsa member of an order of little repute-a native of a town of no impOltance-a man almost self-taught-without friends, without patronssuddenly steps forward and dares to tell the Pope, in the midst of his
power and greatness, that he is the upholder of deadly and souldestroying error-that he is the enslaver of the Church which he holds
in ' Babylonish captivity '-that the system, propped up by so many
Bulls, Extravagants, Decretals, Councils, is false and rotten to the core--
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a complete obscuration of the Gospel-a mere parody on Christianity.
This great 'athlete, who suddenly appeared to do battle single-handed
against the corruptions of Christeudom-Dr. Martin Luther-was at
once made to exert an influence 011 the English Chlll'ch, by the fact of
the English king having thought fit to single him out for controversy.
The attention of those who desired reform was thus attracted to him
and his wI'itings, his opinions were rapidly disseminated in England,
and Englishmen were thus early taught to look to foreign leaders
rather than to native" (Canon Perry's Hist?ry 0/ the English Church,
pp. 10, 11).
We in England owe much to Luther, aud it is well that we should
recall the great and wlspeakable blessings which were bestowed upon
us as a nation through the instrumentality of,the great champions of
Bible Protestantism whom God raised up in the sixteenth century.
The Reformation began in England in the reign of Henry the Eighth,
and it was firmly est,ablished by Elizabeth \n 1559. The late Archdeacon Taylor, of Liverpool, summarizes its blessings as follows ;1. The open Bible.
2. The pure Gospel.
3. Direct access to God.
4. Paradise instead of purgatory.
5. The real presence. in the heart, not on the altar.
6. The Christian ministry, not a sacrificing priesthood.
7. The true idea of the Church.
8. Purity of public worship.
9. Liberty-civil and religious.
In these days, when in £onsequence of the Tractarian movement we
are told that the Reformation needs to be repented of in dust and in
ashes, and when those very doctrines aud practices which were repudiated by the martyred Reformers have gained a firm foothold in the
Church of England, it behoves us to read afresh the history of the
Reformation. If the history of that great event were more thoroughly
mastered and the pure Gospel of God's gr'ace as set forth in the Bible
were more clearly grasped, a return to Rornish bondage would be
impossible. Ignorance of the Bible and ignorance of history am the
causes which lead so many to be enamoured by the glamour of Ritualism. We need to thank God for such men as Luther iu Germany,
Calvin in Geneva, aud Cmnmer, Ridley, Latimer and Hooper, and
Wycliffe who preceded them in our own land. There is much reason
to believe that men who take the st-and of the Reformers are more or
less belittled even by those who retain the name Evangelical. Yet
there can be no doubt that the real successors of the Reformers and
the most loyal.p>embers of the Church of England are the Old Evangelicals. Such men, though they are getting few in number, stand
where Bishop Jewel did (see his "Apology"). They stand where
Toplady, Berridge, Grimshaw, Romaine, Newton, and other's did in
the 18th century. "I maintain -firmly" (says the late Bishop J. C.
Ryle) "that the dist:llctive views of those who are called Evangelical
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Churchmen are neither more nor less than the views of the Reformers.
. . . Hc that says Evangelical Churchmen are not sound Churchmen,
is in t,he same breath condemning the very. men who reformed the
Church of England, and placed it on its present basis." He then proceeds to show that true' Evangelical Churchmen are at one with the
ReforJ:ners in their views of the Bible, justification by faith only, good
works" the Lord's supper, the Christian ministry, and th~ Confessional.
Amongst other things, he says: "Do Evangelical Churchmen thorQughly disapprove of lighted candles during the day on Communion
tables, and object to crucifixes, processions, incense-burning, gaudy
sacrificial vestments, superstitious gestures and postures at the celebration of the Lord's Supper, and a close imitation of Romish ceremonial "1
So did the Reformers!" (Liyht /-rom Old Times, p. xxiv.). Let us
go back to the infallible teachings of the inspired Word of God, the
great truths of which took possession of the hearts of Lnther and of
Qur own Reformers; and stimulated many of them to bear testimony
at the stake against the false·teaching and the gJ:ovelling superstitions
of Medirevalism. In concluding his account of honest Hugh Latimer,
who was burnt at the stake along with Ridley, the late Bishop Ryle
says: "Shall we, in the face of such facts as these, return to the
bondage in which our forefathers were kept "1 Shall we give up our
Bibles, or be content to sue for sacerdotal licence to read them "1 Shall
we submit ourselves humbly to Italian priests "1 Shall we go back to
confessional-boxes and the idolatrous sacrifice of the Mass "1 God forbid! I say for one-God forbid! Let the dog return to his vomit.
Let the sow that was washed return to her wallowing in the mire. Let
the idiotic prisoner go back to his chains. But God forbid that Israel
should return to Egypt! God. forbid that England should go back
irito the arms of Rome! God forbid that old Latimer's candle should
ever be put out! " (Light from Old Times, p. 181).
AGED PILGRUiS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
READERS of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE bear in affectionate remembrance
the name of the late Rev. James E. Walker, M.A., of Cheltenham.
His successor, the Rev. F. W. Davis, B.A., is a valued friend of the
Society, and by his kindness the Secretary recently visited the Walker
Memorial Church, when upwards of £20 were generously contributed
by a large congregation. The interest of friends in the West of
England is growing; Bristol also is an influential centre of support,
the focus being the Rector of St. Mary-Ie-Port and his congregation.
The Rev. J. J. Beddow, A.lt.C., Pastor of Jireh Chapel, Lewes, with
Mrs. Beddow and ladies of the congregation, organized a Sale of
Work in the Schoolroom. It was opened by the Mayoress, accompanied by the Mayor-Mr. Councillor Rugg-who has long been·
associated with the Chapel. Addresses were given by the Pastor, the
Mayor, and the Secretary of the Society. The proceeds amounted
to upwardS of £90. Visitors from a distance took the oppOltunity of
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viewing this historic house of prayer and William Huntington's
tomb in the garden at the back.
Brighton has for many years been closely associated with the
Institution, and the Anniversary of the Auxiliary, recently held,
. demonstrated that friends there are as generous and warm·hearted
as ever. In Mr. S. Combridge we have a devoted Hon. Local Secretary,
who renders .iuestimable service, and he is surrounded by a large
number of helpers. The ladies held their Annual Sale of Work with
most successful results. Mr. A. Hayles presided over the afternoon
meeting, when excellent addresses were given by the Revs. W. Sinden,
J. K. Popham. J. E. FJegg, and J. H. Halle~t, and by Messrs. Arnold
Boulden and S. Banfield. The number of collecting boxes brought
in was large. Our auxiliaries make good use of them, and we should
be glad to supply them to others.
Many an anxious day is spent in the midst of the perils by which
we are all encompassed, and' the increased cost of coals for our homes·
is one serious item. Li~eral supporters have been called to their
Heavenly Inheritance, and 50me who have rendered valued service
in London have removed to the country, but the faithfnl, Covenantkeeping God of His people is "the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever."
The Lord has assigned unto old age a special testimony. Only the
aged can confirm their witness by the impressive preface, "I have
been young and now am old." The words of Paul the aged come
with great power. John, the beloved disciple, writes in his old age,
" Children, love one another." "Let love be without dissimulation" ;
it must be unfeigned, and it must be discriminating. "The love that
does not discriminate will invariably be found to be a love that dissembles." Love to the" household of faith" is the love that dwells
in the heart of God, reproduced in the hearts of His people.

My
.

POOKET COMj,'ANION: TEXT CALENDAR POOKET BOOK AND DIARY
FOR 1918. Price lid.; postage
extr~. Post free for quanti-

!d.

ties as follows: 12 for Is. 9d.; 30 jor 3s. 9d.; 50 for 5s. 6d. ;
100 for 10s. 6d.; 200 for £1. (Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4,
St. Paul's Churchyard, London E.C. 4.)
This is an excellent Text Calendar Pocket Book and Diary for 1918.
The texts for each week are arranged under various snbjects, snch as·
Gnidance, Redemption, Access, Peace, Pardon, Grace, etc. In many
instances the group of texts for a week might well form the basis of
Bible readings and addresses. Following the Diary there are twentyfive pages of interesting matter containing, amongst other things,
warnings against Idolatry, Nonconformist Romani7.ers, Spiritualism,
Russellism, and After-the-War Prophets. The author is Mr. H. H.
Martin, who has written six other booklets which are issued by the.
Protestant Truth Society.

