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THE CAPTURE OF NAZARETH.

"1 am Jesus at Nazareth."-AcTS xxii. 8.
THE announcement, on Monday morning, September 23rd, of
General Allenby's magnificent victory in Palestine must have
greatly cheered the hearts of all our readers. Peculiar interest was
felt in the words of General AlIenby's telegram, stating that" on
the north our cavalry, traversing the field of Armageddon, had
occupied Nazareth," the home for at least twenty-eight years of our
incarnate LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. The mention in the
despatches of generals and newspaper correspondents, of places
mentioned in the Bible is intensely interesting. Thus we read that,
"Nablus, the Shechem of the Bible, was taken this afternoon by
Australian Light Horse and French mounted troops," that" Yeomanry and Indian cavalry moved up the sea shore at a gallop ...
left the low ground, and got into the hills east of Mount Carme!.
They rode. over the Plain of Esdraelon at sunrise yesterday, and
climbed the hill on which Nazareth stands. There they met with
considerable opposition, but surrounded the town, which was taken
during the morning with 2,300 prisoners" (Daily Telegraph, Sept.
24th, 1918). The result of this great victory is that Palestine is
delivered from the domination of the Turks. No wonder that
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his Majesty the King has sent the following telegram to General
Sir E. H. H. Allenby, General Officer Commanding-in-Chief the
:E;gyptian Expeditionary Force:
"September 23rd.

"It is with feelings of pride and admiration that we at home
have received the news of the ably conceived and brilliantly carriedout operations in which the British, Indian, and Allied forces under
your command, with the support of the Royal Navy, have gained
a complete victory over the enemy.
" J am confident that this success, which has effected the liberation of Palestine from Turkish rule, will rank as a great exploit in
the history of the British Empire, and will stand for all time as a
memorable testimony to British leadership and to the fighting
qualities of British and Indian troops.
"(Signed) GEORGE R.I."
For this great victory, and the subsequent capture of Damascus,
and other results, we fervent1Y thank GOD. He is the only Giver
@f all victory, and to Him we ascribe the sole glory. The week
which saw the victory in Palestine saw also the defeat of the Bulgarian Army in MacE)donia, and the proI;'osal by the Bulgarian
Government for an armistice. It also saw fresh great victories on
the Western Front. We ourselves feel that GOD has thus been
graciously granting wonderful answers to our prayers. It was on
July 17th that the British Parliament passed a resolution to the
effect that its members should assemble in St. Margaret's Church,
Westminster, on August 4th, along with the King and Queen, " to
invoke the Divine blessing on our just cause." On the day following this first governmental acknowledgment of the need of Divine
aid since the war began, Marshal Foch's counter-offensive was
begun, and ever since GOD has been giving wonderful success to
our arms and to those of our Allies. Let us go on praying, and it
may be, that in answer to our prayers the LORD may. be pleased
to bring this terrible conflict to a satisfactory end before the winter
begins.
But to return to the capture of Nazareth, or rather to a
meditation on "JESUS of Nazareth," a title given to our adorable
Redeemer twenty times in the New Testament, if we include the
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WOl'ds, " This is JESUS, the Prophet of Nazareth of Galilee" (Matt.
XJ,i. 11).
This title is applied to JESUS by angels (Mark xvi. 6), by devils
(Mark i. 24; Luke iv. 34), by enemies (John xviii. 5, 7), and by
friends (Acts x. 38; John i. 45). It was the title which Pilate
wrote and put on the cross (John xix. 19). It is the title which
JESUS still retains now He is in heaven. When He struck down
Saul of Tarsus in .the neighbourhood of Damascus, and was asked
by that astonished persecutor of GOD'S saints, "Who art Thou,
LORD?" He answered, "I am JESUS of Nazareth, Whom thou
persecutest." He still owns that despised little town as the town
in which He was brought up and in which He spent the greater
part of His earthly life.
It is remarkable that the precious name of JESUS in reference to
the incarnate Son of GOD was first uttered in Nazareth. To this
town in Galilee " the angel Gabriel was sent from GOD" to a virgin
whose name was Mary. To her he said, "Thou shalt conceive in
thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call His name JESUS"
(Luke i. 26, 27, 31). Subsequently, an angel of the LORD appeared
unto Joseph (who dwelt at Nazareth) ina dream, and said, "Thou
shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save His people from their
sins" (Matt.
i. 21). That precious name means, as we all know,
,
SAVIOUR. With this thought in our minds let us think of JESUS
of Nazareth.
. 1. Jesus of Nazareth is an anointed Saviour.
"GOD anointed JESUS of Nazareth with the HOLY GHOST and
with power" (Acts x. 38). The F i\.THER at His baptism equipped
Him with the immeasurable fulness of the SPIRIT for the great
work which He came to accomplish on behalf of His chosen and
beloved people. The FATHER qualified and set Him apart for His
official functions by anointing Him with the HOLY GHOST. When
"He <;ame to Nazareth, where He had been brought up," He
declared this great fact. Having entered into the synagogue of
Nazareth on the Sabbath day, He opened the roll of the prophecy
of Isaiah which was delivered unto Him, and read, " The SPIRIT of
the 'LORD is upon ME, because He hath anointed JIb to preach the
Gospel to the poor; He hath sent ME to heal the broken-hearted,
to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to
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the blind, to set at liberty them tha~ are bruised, to pread~ t)le
acceptable year of the LORD." Then, having clo~ed the book"H:e
said to the congregation, "This day is this scripture fulfilled in
your ears" (Luke iv. 16-21). Oh, the blessedness of possessing such
an anointed SAVIOUR! He was anointed by the FATHER to preach
good tidings t<.> the poor, to be the Healer of the broken-hearted,
the Liberator of those who were in the bondage of sin and Satan,
the Sight-Giver to those who were in darkness and in the shadow
of death. It is this SAVIOUR we proclaim to you, dear readers. He
can heal your broken hearts. He can deliver His people from
spiritual bondage. He can open blind eyes and turn them from
darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto GOD.
2. Jesus 0/ Nazareth is the promised Saviour.
Philip was convinced of this truth when he said to Nathanael,
"We have found Him, of Whom Moses in the law, and the prophets,
did write, JESUS of Nazareth, the Son of J oseph " (John i. 45). He
believed that JESUS was the predicted and often-promised MESSIAH,
REDEEMER, and SAVIOUR. He believed Him to be Him to Whom
all the prophets bare witness, that through His name whosoever
believeth in Him should receive remission of sins (Acts x. 43).
Nathanael at first was incredulous. "Can there any good thing
come out of Nazareth 1 " he asked. Philip did not argue with him,
but said, "Come and see." Nathanael did ·come. He saw and
heard, and he was constrained to say, "RABBI, Thou art the SON
of GOD; Thou art the KING of Israel" (John i. 46-49). Ab, if we
see. Him as He is revealed in the Word, and if we hear His voice
speaking to our souls, we too, shall be convinced that He is the
DIVINE SAVIOUR of His people. He is the CHRIST promised in the
Old Testament. He is the SON of the living GOD. He and He
alone has the words of eternal life (John vi. 68, 69). Do we ask,
" Who is this 1" The answer is, "This is J ESOS, the Prophet of
Nazareth of Galilee." He" was a Prophet mighty in deed and
word before GOD and all the people" (Matt. xxi. 10, 11; Luke
xxiv. 19).
3. Jesus 0/ Nazareth was a holy Savioul·.
The unclean spirit was constrained to bear testimony' to His
absolute holiness. He said, " What have we to do with Thee, Thou
JESUS of Nazareth 1 Art Thou come to destroy us 1 I know
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Thee Who Thou art, the HOLY ONE of GOD" (Mark i. 24).. He
alone amongst the sons of men was perfectly holy. His sinlessness
is one of the great truths revealed in Scripture, and is one of the
articles of the Christian faith. " CHRIST in the truth of our nature
was made like unto us in all things, sin only except, from which He
was clearly void, both. in His flesh and in His spirit" (Article XV).
He did no sin. He" was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin" (Heb. iv. 15). Had He sinned at all, He could not
have atoned for the sins of His people. Being" holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners," He could offer Himself" without
spot to GOD." As the HOLY ONE He went down with Joseph and
Mary and" came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them" (Luke
ii. 51). How wonderful that He, the Creator, should be subject
to the creature. Yet He was thus subject for the benefit of His .
beloved and chosen people.
4. Jesus ot Nazareth was an atoning Saviour.
Death is the wages of sin. JESUS was sinless, yet He died. How
do we account for this'? Ah, JEHOVAH the FATHER laid on Him,
His spotless SON, the iniquity of the members of His mystical
body. Hence He was" numbered with the transgressors," though
not Himself a transgressor. He bare the sin of many as their holy
Substitute. He bare their sins-the penalty of them-in His Own
body on the tree. Do we ask, Who it is Who was crucified between
two thieves? Let us draw near and read the title which was on
His cross-" JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS"
(John xix. 19). Yes, there He hung for me. There He hung for
thee, dear believing reader. JESUS of Nazareth was delivered over
to an atoning death by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge
of GOD. "It pleased JEHOVAH to bruise Him," and He willingly
consented to be bruised and to die, that His believing people might
not perish, but have everlasting life. .
5. Jesus ot Nazareth is a risen Saviour.
He " was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our
justification" (Rom. iv. 25). His death secUl~ed our eternal justification, and therefore death could no longer retain Him in its grasp.
He must rise, for He had exhausted sin's penalty. Hence the
angel at the sepulchre said to the women, "Be not affrighted: ye
seek JESUS of Nazareth, Which was crucified: He is risen; He is
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not here: behold the place where they laid Him" (Mark xvi. 6).
We trust then in a risen, a living, a glorified, an enthroned, an
almighty SAVIOUR, One Who is able to save His people completely,
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.
6. Jesus of Nazareth is a wonder-working Saviour.
He wrought wonders when He was on earth. Peter said of Him,
"JESUS of Nazareth, a Man approved of GOD among you by
miracles and wonders and signs, which GOD did by Him in the
midst of you" (Acts ii. 22).
He wrought wonders through !ps apostles. Peter said, ~, If we
this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man,
by what means he is made whole; be it known unto you all, and to
all the people of Israel, that by the name of JESUS CHRIST of
Nazareth, Whom ye crucified, Whom GOD raised from the dead,
even by Him doth this man stand here before you whole" (Acts
iv. 9, 10).
He wrought a great wonder when He convicted and converted
Saul of Tarsus. His words, "I am JESUS of Nazareth, Whom
thou persecutest," were a wond~rful revelation to the soul of the
bitter persecutor of the saints of GOD, and issued in his becoming
a preacher of the faith which once he destroyed. He, the Nazarene,
still works wonders. Only recently we have been cheered by what
seemed to us a remarkable trophy of His saving grace in the place
where He has appointed us to minister His word. We had often
prayed that the village parishioners might be made to hunger and
thirst after spiritual things. When therefore we visited, a fort. night before her death, middle-aged .woman in this parish, we
were glad to find she was longing for spiritual light and help. In
dependence on the SPIRIT we and another visited her in turns, and
we believe the LORD was pleased to use our feeble testimony to lead
this hungering one to find peace and satisfaction and rest in JESUS
of Nazareth. "r see it all so beautifulllOw," she said a few hours
before her death. What a privilege if the LORD has brought two
of His servants to Norfolk to make ·them instl1lments of blessing
to one of His wandering sheep!
JESUS of Nazareth is still mighty to save. When blind Bartimams sat by the wayside begging, he heard the multitude pass by,
and asked what it meant. "They told him that JESUS of Nazareth
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passeth by. And he cried, saying, JESUS, Thou Son of David, have
mercy on me " (Luke xviii. 37). J:ESUS heard His cry and bestowed
graciously upon him the blessing sought. "Receive thy sight,"
He said: "thy faith hath saved thee." That same JESUS of
Nazareth passeth by and passeth near His people to-day, and He
always lovingly and graciously responds to their cry and works
wonders of mercy and grace on their behalf.
7. Lastly, Jasus of Nazareth is often a rejected S2vWur.
The people of the synagogue of Nazareth were so filled with
wrath when they had heard His sermon, that they " rose up, and
thrust Him out of the city, and led Him unto the brow of the hill
whereon their city was built, that they might cast Him down
headlong. But He, passing through the midst of them, went His
way" (Luke iv. 28-30). Saul of Tarsus at first verily thought
with himself that he ought to do many things contrary to the name
of JESUS of Nazareth (Acts xxvi. 9). Thus JESUS of Nazareth
came unto His own, but His own received Him not. "He was
despised and I'ejected of men; a MAN of sorrows and acquainted
with grief." There have always been those who have said, " We
will not have this MAN to reign over us. " Nevertheless," He shall
see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied." He is not, as some
teach, a disappointed SAVIOUR. All that the FATHER hath given
Him shall come unto Him. All His sheep shall eventually hear
His voice, as Saul of Tarsus did, and He will give unto them all
eternal Jjfe, and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of His hand. JESUS of Nazareth is ,now on "the
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens," but He is
coming again to receive all "the sect of the Nazarenes " unto Himself, that where JESUS of Nazareth is, there His followers shall be
also. Reader, is JESUS of Nazareth precious to thee?
Whitington Vicarage,
Stok~ Ferry, Norfolk.

THE

EDITOR.

"HAST thou anything of thine own but sin? WllO gave thee
grace, and made thee to differ from others? Was it not God? Did
not all come from the good pleasure of His Own will? He saw nothing
good in thee at first to move Him to be gracious, and what He continues is to the praise of the glory of His Own grace. "-Romaine.
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THE TWO SEEDS.
" And 1 will put enmity between thee and the womnn, and between thy
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
His he2l."-GENEsIs iii. 15.

THE serpent, to whom God spake these words, was doubtless a
lIteral serpent, possessed for the time being by " that old sei:pent,
called the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth the
whole world"
"
(Rev. xii. 9). The devil had already fallen, together with his
angels, and was now in open and daring rebellion against his Creator.
Sin had thus already marred the universe which God had called
into being, and the enmity of Satan against God is seen in his introduction of sin into the earth by means of our first parents. The
voice of Satan was listened to in preference to the voice of God, and
Eve took of the forbidden fruit " " and gave also unto her husband
with her; and he did eat." Thus by means of the first man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin, and .death passed upon
all his descendants, for they all sinned in him. He stood as the
representative head of all bis posterity, and when he fell they fell
in him. God might justly have immediately visited our first
parents with the full consequences of their sin, but in wrath He
·remembered mercy. Hence, before He excluded them from the
garden, He uttered in their hearing the promise , of a coming
Redeemer. Hope was thus kindled in their breasts.
Bodily
death would not immediately overtake them. The woman was
to bear children, and eventually the seed of the woman would
bruise the head of the serpent. In some mysterious way a fatal
blow was to be inflicted on the head of the being who had brought
about the fall of our first parents. Satan was to be brought to
nought, and all who were in predestined union with the last Adam
were to be delivered from the eternal consequences of the devil's
wicked design. The words of the promise, taken by themselves,
are mysterious, but in the fuller light of the revelation of God's
redeeming grace their teaching becomes plain and clear.
1. They teach that there would be continual enmity between the
woman and Satan.
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There would be enmity between the literal serpent and the
woman. Before, there was peace between man and all animals
and· creeping things. Now, as a result of the fall, the woman
would recoil with horror from the sight of a serpent which had been
used by Satan as a means of bringing sorrow and death upon
mankind.
In the fullest sense, however, the words indicate that there would
be enmity between the woman and the devil who possessed the
serpent. His antagonism to her would continue throughout her
earthly life. Having begllli to assail her with his temptations, he
would continue to do so. This enmity of the devil is still manifested
towards men in general, and towards the people of God in particular.
"The whole world lieth in the evil one" (1 John v. 19). He" now
worketh in' the children of disobedience." All men therefore in
their unregenerate state are" taken captive by him at his will"
(2 Tim. ii. 26). They are under his wicked influence. He" deceiveth the whole world." Nations and individuals alike are more
or less under his dominating power. No wonder that sin aboundeth,
and that men and nations are in rebellion against God. That old
serpent, called the Devil and Satan, is the implacable enemy of God
and man. "He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode
not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the
father of it" (John viii. 44). The forces of hell are marshalled
under his command. He is at the bottom of this awful war and.of
all the diabolical cruelties and sufferings connected with it. Unconsciously, men of all classes are his slaves, and are more or less under
his power. Many of his agents are" transformed as the ministers
of righteousness," and therefore are more influential to delude and
to deceive, but their" end shall be according to their works" (2 Cor.
xi. 15).. As he is the enemy of the world, so he is the enemy of the
Church. His enmity to God's people is conspicuously seen in the
case of Job. In one day God allowed Satan to make use of the
Sabeans, the fire of God, the Chaldeans, and a great wind, to deprive
Job of his oxen, his asses, his sheep, his camels, his servants, and
his sons and his· daughters. The same enemy of the Church
obtained permission to exercise his power over the Apostles, and
especially over Peter, that he might sift them as wheat. The
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result was that all the Apostl~ forsook their Lord in the hour of
danger, and Peter denied Him with oaths and curses. And why
is it that so many unconverted persons occupy prominent and
influential positions in Christendom? The Lord's answer is, " An
enemy hath done this." It is His enemy who came and sowed
tares among the wheat. And who is His enemy? "The enemy that
sowed them is the devil" (Matt. xiii. 25, 28, 39). That same
enemy of the Church is represented in the Parable of the Sower by
the fowls of the air. He knows that the Word of God is quick and
powerful, and his aim is to take away the word sown in men's
hearts, "lest they should believe and be saved" (Luke viii. 12).
He is the great adversary of God's people and" the accuser of the
brethren." He," as a roaring lion, walketh about,", seeking to
devour God's children. We are bidden to love our human enemies
and to pray for those who despitefully use us and persecute us, but
we are nowhere commanded to love the devil or to pray for him.
He i~ our enemy and the enemy of God, and, in view of his hostile
intentions and his subtle temptations, we are bidden to be sober
and vigilant, and to offer uncompromising resistance to his efforts
to seduce us. We need to beware of his" devices," to fathom his_
"depths," and, strengthened in the Lord and in the power of His
might, we shall be able to stand against his wiles. Only by faith
in our Omnipotent Lord can we qUE\nch the fiery darts of the
wicked one.
2. The WO'fds 0/ this promise teach that there would be enmity
between the seed 0/ the.woman and the seed 0/ the serpent.
This partly means that there would be enmity between'the godly
and the ungodly. Through the eternal purpose of God the woman,
notwithstanding her sin, was destined to have amongst her posterity
a godly seed. As the result of the everlasting Covenant of grace,
God in His infinite mercy had "decreed by His Counsel secret to
us, to deliver from curse and damnation those whom He had
chosen in Christ out of mankind" (see Article XVII of the Church
of England). These would in due time be called by God's Spirit
working in their hearts. They would be justified freely by God's
grace, and put into His family, and they would, through the sanctifying operations of the Holy Ghost, walk religiously in good works,
and eventually attain to everlasting felicity. Opposed to them,
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however, would be the seed of the serpent. These, too, would be
the posterity of the woman, but they would partake of the character
of Satan. Hence they are called" the seed of the serpent." The
"truth suggested here-a most solemn truth-is opposed to the
doctrine now becoming so common, that all men without exception
are members of God's redeemed family. The late Mr. C. H.
Spurgeon, referring to this unscriptural dDctrine, headed one of his
printed sermons with the words, "Universal Fatherhood, A Lie."
Our Lord, addressing the Jews, who rejected His teaching, said to
them, " Ye are 01 your lather the devil" (John viii. 44). He spoke
of the tares as " the children 01 the wicked one." When Elymas the
sorcerer sought to turn away the deputy from the faith, the Apostle
Paul, filled with the Holy Ghost, said to him, " 0 full of all subtilty
and all mischief, thou child 01 the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord ~ "
(Acts xiii. 10). We must not go beyond scripture. There we are
taught that there are two seeds, two families, "the children of
God '.' and" the children of the devil" (1 John iii. 10). Between
these two families there is perpetual enmity. "Cain was of that
wicked one." He was a child of the d~vil. Hence, there was
enmity between him and" righteous Abel," and he slew his brother.
They belonged to one family according to the flesh. But grace
caused the Spirit to bear witness with Abel's spirit that he was a
child of God. Hence he that was born only after the flesh persecuted to the death him who was also born after the Spirit. "Marvel
not, my brethren, if the world hate you" (1 John iii. 12, 13). Ever
since the Fall there has been enmity between the two seeds, between
the godly and the ungodly, between the Church and the world.
"The friendship of the world is enmity with God. Whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God" (James
iv. 4). One of the great dangers of the present day is the tendency
for God's children to amalgamate with the world. Separation and
not amalgamation is the teaching of the infallible Word. "What
communion hath light with darkness? " (2 Cor. vi. 14). We cannot
consistently walk with God and walk with the world at the same
time. Walking with Him implies separation from the world.
3. The words 01 the promise teach that the seed 01 the woman would
bruise the head 01 the serpent.
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The word "seed" is often used as a collective noun, denoting a
large number. Abraham's seed was to he " as the stars of the sky
in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable"
(Heh. xi. 12). Sometimes, however, the word" seed" is used in
the singular. When Seth was born, Eve said, " God hath appointed
me another seed instead of Abel." Gesenius translates the words
of Genesis iii. i5, " He shall seek to crush thy head, and thou shalt
seek to bite His heel." The verb and pronoun in the first clause
are singular and the pronoun "it" is masculine. It or He, the
seed of the woman, is, therefore,. a person, and He was to bruise the
serpent's head. In the light of the full revelation of God's purposes we can interpret this Person to be none other than Christ,
"the eternal Son of God. He was in a special sense "the seed of
the ~oman." " God sent forth His S~n, made 0/ a woman" (Gal.
iv. 4). He is the seed of Abraham through Whom all the families
of the earth were to be blessed (Acts iii. 25, 26). He is the seed of
David Who was to sit on David's throne (Acts ii. 30; Rom. i. 3).
He it was, "the last Adam," Who was to bruise the serpent's head.
He was to inflict upon the devil a deadly wound. He was to
triumph over the principalities and powers of evil. He was to·
defeat that hellish design of Satan by which he hoped to compass
the eternal ruin of the whole human race. Forasmuch as the children whom God had given Him were partakers of flesh and blood,
"He also Himself likewise took part of the same; that through
. death He might destroy him that had the power 0/ death, that is, the
devil, and deliver them who through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage" (Heb. ii. 14, 15). The Lord Jesus,"
by His Own death, inflicted a deadly wound upon Satan. He
brought him to nought. He frustrated his design to drag down
the whole human race to perdition. He secured by His atoning
death the eternal salvation of a great multitude which no man can
number. He redeemed His people from the curse of the law. He
delivered them from the hopelessness of the lost. He secured that
bodily death would be but the gate of entrance into heavenly
blessedness. He thereby filled His people, with joy" in hope of the
glory of God." At the moment of Satan's greatest apparent
triumph he suffered overwhelming defeat. "Whilst His enemies
tbought they were. destroying Jesus, God was destroying them
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and their power. Whilst His, heel was 'bruised, He brake their
head. And this should teach us to leave all God's works to
Himself. He can bring light out of darkness, and meat out of
the eater. He can disappoint His adversaries of their greatest
hopes and fairest prospects, and raise up the hopes of His despond.
ing children out of the grave. He can make suffering to be saving,
death victorious, and heal us by the stripes of His Son" (Owen on
Hebrews ii. 14, 15).
.
4. Finally, the words of the promis3 teach that Satan would bruise
Christ's heel.
The bruising of Christ's heel by Satan was partly compassed by
the antagonism which the devil displayed against Christ all through
His earthly life and ministry. " From the hour of the J ncarnation
Satanic agency was active in attacking the Seed of the woman, the
destined Bruiser of the serpent's head" (" The Satan of Scripture,"
by the Rev. J. Ormiston, p. 76). By his own personal temptations
of Christ, the Holy One of God, and by the malice and opposition
which he stirred up against Him through human agency, the devil
was continuously striking at Christ's heel. Satan's heaviest blow
at the heel of Christ was, however, inflicted when he compassed the
death of the Prince of Life. It was he who entered the heart of
the traitor Judas and stirred him up to betray Him Whom Judas
professed to own as Master., It was Satan who organized the
forces of church and state to malign, to mock at, to scourge, and ,
to crucify the Lord of glory. Yet Christ's" dying weakness was
stronger than Satan's strength. He spoiled the strong man on the
tree of curse. . . . While, indeed, Satan, as tb~ executioner of the
Divine law, could and did righteously deman'i death at his hands
of the woman's Seed, it was the supreme victory of that Seed to
bruise the serpent's head by voluntarily laying down His Own life.
Here, then, the vital blow was struck at the king and kingdom of
darkness. That substitutionary death of the great Head of the
Church of God was designed in eternal purpose to secure a multitude no man can number of the first Adam's children from the
sting and bitterness of death; or, in other words, from the misery
of that torment which is everlasting separation frolp God" (" The
Satan of Scripture," pp. 101, 102). Satan may be said also to bruise
. Christ's heel when he makes his onslaughts of temptation and per-
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secution on the members of Christ's mystical body. For the comfort of the Church, however, it is written, "The God of. peace shall
bruise Satan under your feet shortly" (Rom. xvi. 20). And eventually this great enemy of God and His people shall be cast into
the lake of fire and brimstone, and tormented day and night for
ever and ever (Rev. xx. 10). This great and ancient promise, then,
foretells the coming of the Deliverer, His work of Redemption, and
His complete and eternal triumph over the prince of darkness.

Whitington Vicamge,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.

AN INTERCESSION SERVICE IN INDIA.
AN officer in India writing home relers to a Soldiers' Intercession Service
held out there on August 4th, the fourth anniversary of the war. He
says: "In the afternoon, instead of the usnal Bible Class we had a
special intercession service, which I condncted. There were abont
thirty present, which is quite encouraging when you consider that most
people in India sleep or lie on their beds in the afternoon. The singing
was splendid, and I think we all thoroughly enjoyed the service I
am sure it is the nicest intercession service I have attended since the
beginning of the war. I chose special hymns, of course. After ,the
opening hymn I prayed-thanksgiving and humiliation for sin. Then
I read the lesson, which I took from 2 Chron. xx., where God worked
for the children of Judah and overthrew the Moabites, etc. It is a
beautiful passage. After another hymn, I gave a short address from
Zech. iv. 6-' Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the
Lord of hosts.' I pointed out amongst other things that I did not
think for a moment that if we as a nation had been like the children
of Judah, and had' stood before the Lord' at the beginning of the
war, we should have been so far apparently from victory and peace at
the present time. But I said also that the fact that God would have
spared Sodom and Gomorrah if there had been only ten righteous there,
should be an encouragement to us to continue in prayer, for' His hand
is not shortened that it cannot save.'
"After the address seven or eight offered up short prayers fO'r
special objects in connection with the war. vv e had several hymns in
between, and we had a very helpful and inspiring time. After the
last prayer for peace and for the victorions return of our Lord Jesus
Christ, we concluded by singing, ' Jesus shall reign where'er the sun.' "
We often hear of our soldiers being given to swearing and bad
language. Here we have a beautiful instance of our soldiers giving
themselves to prayer, praise, and the ministry of the Word. Thank
God that in our Army there is " a remnant according to the election
of grace."

•

The Gospel. Magazine
~i(!Jtlm

487

~apetl3.

WELLSPRINGS.
" And behold I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither tMu
goest, and will bring thee again into this land,. lor I will not leave
thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee ol."-GENEsIs
xxviii. 15.
.
,

WHAT a blessed thing for you and me, beloved reader, to have an
interest in a Covenant-making and a Covenant-keeping God. How
blessed to know a Pro.mising and a Performing God, and to rest in His
Word, and work in the confidence of Him Who will not lie nor alter
the thing that has gone out of His lips, and Who, having begun the
good work in us, will perform it unto the Day of Jesus Christ! He
never leaves His work unfinished! And what He in Covenant promised to Jacob, He equally fulfils to the seed of Jacob. The word
was spoken to him when as a lonely pilgrim he had set forth from his
father's house to seek a wife, according to his father Isaac's charge, "of
the daughters of Laban, thy mother's brother in Padan-Aram." At
night, at the setting of the sun, alone in " a certain place," he lays him
down to sleep, and to await the dawning of the day when he will again
journey on. Taking of the stones of that place and putting them for
his pillow, he lay down. What a momentous night that was to Jacob !
How wonderfully sweet that rest! "So He giveth His beloved in sleeping." And so to Jacob was given his wondrous dream! A visiou of
" a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven, and
behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham
thy father, and the God of Isaac; the land whereon thou liest, to thee
will I give it and to thy seed. And thy seed shall be as the dust of the
earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east,. and
to the north, and to the south, and in thee and in thy seed shall all the
families of the earth be blessed. And behold I am with thee and will
keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again
into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I h!we done that which
I have spoken to thee of." From the first promise of the woman's
seed, spoken in Eden, with the eye of faith directed to it, the Patriarchs
looked and hoped and waited; wrapped up as the Promise was in their
God of Covenant, and assured as they were that though it tarried it
would surely come! Trace their testimony through the Old Testament
Scriptures, and see if "one jot or tittle " failed of all their God had •
promised them! And so to-day our God yet speaks, and the promises
are as fresh to us as they were to our fathers of old. His saints live
and die upon the promises! They prove that "not one thing has
failed of all" of them, and can say, as He was with Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, Moses, Joshua,. David, Solomon, and all the saints of all ages,
so He is with me to-day. He will not fail me nor forsake me. He is
32
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with each one of His sons and daughters, and what He has promised,
He will surely ful1i1. "I will not leave Thee, until I have done that
which I have spoken to thee of."
What has He spoken to thee of, child of God 1 Your needs are
many; your fears are sadly to your discomfort; your foes are legion,
and your trials ofttimes very bitter. Your way is so hedged up, and
you cry out for very anguish of 8Oul.. Is thi., dear Lord, th..t thorny road
Which leads us to the mount of God?
Are these the toils Thy people know
While in the wilder·ness below?
'Tis even so, Thy faithful love
Doth thus Thy children's graces prove.
'Tis thus our pride and self must fall,
That Jesus may be All in All."
And His promise speaks, " And I will bring the blind by a way that
they knew not; I will lead them in paths they have not known."
Intricate ways! Unknown paths! with stumbling steps and amid
prickly thorns. His people grope their way, and would lose their way,
but for such a Guide as their God is. He is met with, He comes to
them, takes their hand, revives their drooping spirits, cheers their saddened hearts, and says, " I will lead," thus convincing them that they
are blind and poor; helpless and defenceless. "I will bring," He.
says, thus assuring them that they who cannot" bring" themselves,
.. shall be brought." .. He led them on so safely, that they fearednot." "So He led them and guided them by the skilfulness of His
[the chief Shepherd's] Hands."
And in the dark! Oh, how often the Church of God is in the dark!
She travels much by night, and is sore pressed with clouds and storms.
But her God tells her, .. I will make darkness light before them," and
she proves Him true. How often have the dreaded clouds dispersed,
the mignight gloom given way to the rising 'of the Sun, and we have
found a light sur'prising us and"The clouds we so much dread
Are big with mercy; and sball break
With blessings on our head."

.

.Yes; He has spoken, and He will do it. "I will make darkness light
before them." He can discover to us the treasures of darkness and
give sunshine in the dark valley, since the Sun still shines though be-.
• hind a cloud. He is there, though we perceive Him not. And then
He has promised to undertake our" crooked things" for us. Thing",
that we cannot possibly straighten for ourselves! and well for us,
dea.r children of God, when we meddle not with them! Well for us
when grace constrains us to leave it all to the Lord to straighten our
crooks in Our lot, both in public and in private, in the Church and in the
home, and to be content as long as He puts them there to lie low under

The Gospel Magazine

489

them, nor seek their removal. For it is these very things ofttimes that
bring to us under sanctified affliction our greatest blessings, and to our
God the glory which He will get to His own exalted Name. And may
be it is not that He removes the crooked things in our life, but He is
pleased to make those crooked things into straightness. That is a different
thing to the removal of them! Dear child of God, you, at this time,
may be smarting under some very crooked thing-something which
dismays you, tries and harasses and perplexes you, yea, and· humbles
you. You are helpless; you cannot take a step in the matter; you
cannot remove it out of your path, and the trial is prolonged, and you·
are worn down by it. Ah! wait upon, wait only upon and for the
Lord. He will presently come to your low place and prove to you
how well worth while was all.this waiting. We know not our own
hearts! How foolish and proud and treacherous they are. He will
make our crooked things into straightness, and that will be far better
to us than the removal of the cross would have been. It speaks of
sanctified affliction, and of temper and tone and thought brought
"into captivity to the obedience of Jesus Christ," and of a willing mind
to suffer for His sake what He has put upon us. "These things" He
says, He "will do unto them and not forsake them."
And then, again, some of His people are called to pass through the
waters and through the rivers. But His Presence and support is
promised there. "I will be with thee"; "They shall not overflow
thee." And as liter.ally as Jonah proved that" Salvation is of the
Lord," through three days and three nights in the deep, so surely shall'
all, everyone of His children who experience" deep calling unto deep,"
prove His delivering Hand.
" And when through the fire thy pathway shall lie,
My grace all-sufficient shall be tby supply:
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine."
And as literally as those three Hebrew youths, though "bound in
their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments"
walked" loose in the midst of the fire, " and had no hurt, " upon whose
bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed,
neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on
them "-so God's children find in their fires and fUrnaces "One like
unto the Son of man," and His Presence preserves them from death
and delivers them from the power of Satan, for their " life is hid with
Christ in God_"
The Church of God is that great and wondrous sight! Indwelt by
the Presence of her God, she is like the bush which Moses saw and
admired. She is not burnt. "When thou walkest through the fire,
thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee."
Oh! He brings His people" through fir.e and water into a wealthy
place"! but there is no round-about way! It is through, and no
bridge over!
And this is what Jacob proved in His Promise: "I will not leave
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thee until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of." What
has He spoken to you, child of God? Has He spoken of "eterual
life," of mercy, of grace, of blessing, of pardon, of assurance, of peace,
of some promise upon which you have been led to hope? He will do
it! He" will not leave thee until He has done that which He has
spoken to thee of." The same God Who gives grace, gives glory, and
no good thing will He withhold from His upright ones, who in and with
Christ receive "all things."
Now may this word encourage us to boldly say, as the Apostle
enjoins the Hebrew saints, "The Lord is my Helper: I will not fear
what man shall do unto me," and with the Psalmist, "Through God
we shall do valiantly."
How kindly, compassionately, He comes down to us, to our low
place and finite comprehension! Loved with an everlasting love
seems such a stupendous mysterious truth. Yet it is true as God is
true, but we find it "too high" for little faith to grasp. And so He
is gracious enough to put it into our language, and speak the truth in
another form, saying, "I will never leave Thee nor forsake thee." That
is God's everlasting love, without beginning or end! Thus, beloved,
in all the intricacies of your maze of life-in each perplexing step-in
your waters of affliction and your fiery trials He is ever with younever leaving, never forsaking, proving His own word, "For I will
not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of."
God-performing all things for His children, and perfecting I'll things
in them. Oh, children of God, let us seek to encourage our own hearts.
and one another in these precious and eternal truths of the Word which
is for ever settled in Heaven. It is solid ground for our feet amid the
shifting sands of time! All is changing, fleeting, passing, dying. But
Jesus lives. Jesus is on the Throne. Jesus is 'eternally the same.
And He is for His People, so that nothing can really be against them.
He has His Divine Eye and Milid fixed upon the end, and He will bring
them safely Home to God. It is wondrous love! It passeth knowledge and understanding! But it is Divine, and hence immutable,
unchangeable, and lives superior to all the "many waters" which
cannot quench nor drown it. Amid the wrecking of a world, amid the
human slaughtering of peoples, while Satan and his legions steep the
nations in bloody battles, and while every crime and barbarity is being
perpetrated, the Church of God, like the Ark of old, rides upon
the stormy waters and survives. Thousands are falling, and ten
thousand at thy right hand, yet every child of God is watched over,
preserved, cared for, and loved, and is safe in Christ, and the evil one
toucheth him not. The eye of the Lord, running to and fro through
the whole earth, misses not one of His children, and since the very
hairs of their head are numbered, and they are of more value than
many sparrows, He knows them, watches over them, and keeps them
safeU

Since their God is everywhere,

They cannot be where He is not."

•
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Brethren, we need comfort in these dark days. But He has not left
us comfortless. He has sent His Holy Spirit to guide, teach, uphold,
and strengthen us in "the tnings which cannot be shaken but remain" ;
and therefore we would take our harps from the willows and tune them
afresh, and sing to the praise of our God Who performeth all things
for us, Who will not leave us until He has done that which He has
spoken to us of, and Who, having given grace, wiIJ give glory and withhold no good thing from those that walk uprightly. Let us sing with
a saint who, one hundred and twenty-nme years ago tW1ed his harp
to 1he praises of the Divine Majesty and Love of God" Glory to the eternal King
Clad in majesty supreme!
Let all heaven His praises sing,
Let all worlds His power proclaim.
Through .eternity He reigns
In unbounded realms of light:
He the universe sustains,

As an atom in His sight.
SUDS

,

on suns, through boundless space,

With their systems move or stand:
Or, to occupy their place,
New orbs rise at His cOlnma-nd.

Kingdoms flourish, empires fall,
Nations live and nations die,

All forms nothing, nothing allAt the movement of His eye.
Oh, let my transported soul
Ever on His glories gaze!

Ever yield to His control,
Ever sound His lofty praise I"
•

" THE more any man knows of himself, the greater reason will he
have to seek the harvest of his joys in God; and seeking by faith
.
he will find them. "-W. Romaine.
SOME gentlemen and ladies were a SW1day or two ago refused
admittance into the Magdalene Chapel, though they showed their
tickets. On asking the doorkeeper "Why he objected to their going
in? " he answered, tnat be had orders to admit no persons but such
as were in full dress. Surely this is a very ridiculous regulation.
There is, however, a Church where this regulation is indispensable and
most strictly right. I mean the Church above. No admittance there
for any sonls that are not in fuIJ dress. You mnst put on Christ for
your wedding garment, and wear His resplendent righteousness by
imputation, if ever you mean to shine at God's right hand, and to have
a seat in the Church triumphant."-A. M. Toplady.
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THE NIGHT OF WEEPING.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" Weeping may endure for a nigltt, but joy, or singing, cometlt in tlte
morning."-PsALM xxx. 5.
•

THE world, dear friends, I need scarcely observe, in which we just now
are dwelling is a world of tears, a sorrowing world, for many weighty
reasons. Weeping came into our midst when sin entered tile world;
our sorrows began in Paradise. Eden was the scene of the first sin
and of the dropping of the first tear, and it has been of plenteousness
of tears that the people of God throughout all the succeeding ages
have partaken. "Plenteousness of tears" is appointed us "to
drink," said the Psalmist, and he nttered a truth true in every age, for
God's people are distinguished by this mark, that they are a sorrowing
people. One of the perfections of the Heavenly state we are tanght
by these Scriptures of truth, and that is the tearlessness of the lot of
those whom grace brings there. In the twenty-first chapter of the
book of the Revelation, and the fourth verse, it is said of the Lord's
dear people yonder: "God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."
There shall not be a tear dropped in Heaven. There never has been
a tear dropped in Heaven yet, and there never will be a tear dropped
amongst the glorified. "God shall wipe away all tears from their·
eyes": which signifies that He will dry up the fountain qf tearsshall" wipe away," or wipe out, all tears from their eyes. "There
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there
be any more pain: for the former things "-the things which are now,
the things which you and I know-" the former things are passed
away."
"Weeping," says our text, "may endure for a night." The present
condition of God's people on earth is not infrequently spoken of in the
Scriptures as a "night" season, but this is their comfort, " The night
is far spent, the day is at hand." Weeping may endure, then, for a
season, for a night, and it must endure. The saints, as I have obs.erved,
have many reasons why they should weep. Among others, first and
foremost, on account of their sins and sinful infirmities. These are a
constant source of sorrow to the saints-only to the saints. It is only
those who have tasted by experience that the Lord is gracious, who
know anything of "the exceeding sinfulness of sin" in themselves,
but all God's children are taught by the Lord Himself, in a fuller or
less degree, the exceeding sinfulness of their sins, each one his own
sins. What is that which causes you plenteousness of tears, dear child
of God ~, Your own sins and your own sinful infirmities. You have
been brought to the conviction that of sinners you are the chief. You
see sin in brethren and you see sin on all hands in the world around

The Gospel Magazine

493

you, but these things affect you less than your own sms and your own
personal infirmities. We get this experience voiced in the language
of the Apostle, when he says, "0 wretched man that I am!" He had
no eye for others' infirmities and failings and sins, he concentrated
upon himself, "0 wretched \nan that I am! Who shall deliver me
from this body of death 1" And so day by day the Lord's people
know what it is to sorrow over themselves, to mourn before God their
manifold corruptions and infirmities. Now, be comforted, children of
God, in these circumstances, in that your weeping is only for a night.
There will come a time when you will have no more sinful infirmities
to weep over, when you will have no more sins, not one, to confess at
.the mercy-seat; when you will no longer be put under the obligation
of pleading Gospel promises for the forgiveness of sins. So that your
weeping-be comforted by this-is only for a night, just for this time
state, which is so fitly likened to the darkness of the night.
Then I want you to mark that the word here translated "endure"
may equally be rendered" lodge "-" Weeping may lodge for a night."
And so the weeping, the godly sorrow of God's dear people, it is only a
temporary condition. As a wayfarer and a stranger needs but a
night's lodging, and then goes in the morning, so the sorrow of the
saints, the affliction of God's dear people, it is but as a wayfarer,. it
will pass away soon, when the morning breaks it will be gone. Weeping
may lodge for a night with us, but joy is coming in the morning, the
morning without clouds;and a morning to which there will be no evening, which shall not be followed by a dark night. There shall be no
night there, but everlasting day.
But then, again, a.nother reason why the saints should be abd are
sorrowful is found in the imperfections of their obedience to their Lord.
We know something of His will, and I trust through grace we l6ve His
will, and we seek in our measure to obey His will, but oh, how wretchedly
short do we come of doing His will, and this it is that humbles us, this
it is that melts our hearts with godly sorrow-that we are such poor
·followers of His known will. It is the love He has shed abroad in our
hearts-His Own love, His first love--that constrains us to realize this
imperfection of our obedience. If we loved Him· less we should be less
careful about these things. We may sing, and we do sing, and feelingly
sing, how little we love Him, but yet there is a love granted us wherewith to love Him in measure, and even in the small measure of our love
we grieve that we come so short of doing His blessed loving will. This,
too, is destined-as an imperfection in us-to pass away. While we
weep over this shortcoming, this miserable failure on our part, and
weep, and weep, and weep, we have this left us that our weeping shall
presently be no longer becoming in us. It is suitable now to sorrow
for infirmities, but presently the infirmities will be reckoned among
·the things that were, and no longer among the things that are, and our
tears shall be no more.
And thim again, another reason which may well cause tears among
the Lord's people is a sense of the unworthiness of any service that is
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done for His Own Name's sake. We <\we everything as believers-as
grace-saved sinners-we owe everything to Jesus. We have nothing
we'can call or wish to call our own, all that is ours we mourn over and
confess and renounce and seek to forsake. All that He has given us,
·to this we cleave; all the good we have, all the righteousness we possess,
all the peace we have with God, these our blessings we have received
from those once-pierced Hands-the Hands of our Great High Priest,
the Hands of Jesus. And how can we serve Him as He deserves to be
served? We must come ever short in this, and therefore our tears
will continue to be seasonable in us. But there comes a time-the
morning comes, the Lord comes-and all is light and brightness and
bliss, and there will be no drawback to our service yonder. " His
servants shall serve Him: aud they shall see His face; and His Name
shall be in their foreheads." "They serve Him d~y and night," or,
to use words of the Spirit, " They rest not "-no cessation in the worship, no breaks in the service, one continuous song, one continuous
service; the song faultless, and the service without flaw-no need of
tears to be wept over Heavenly service, over the worship of the blessed
yonder. This weeping is destined to lodge with us only for a night,
there is joy unspeakable and full of glory coming in the morning.
And then another thing over which the saints weep, is their unlikeness to Christ Himself. Every true-born child of God longs to be like
Christ, to have dwelling in him the mind _that was in Christ" Who
made Himself of no reputation." Though He thought it not robbery
to be equal with God, He " made Himself of no reputation "-" pleased
not Himself." And the desire, I say, of all who are His true disciples'
is to be made like Him in these things, and to give evidence to others
that they are His by the image they bear. They come so short day
by day that as they consider these things they weep at His feet. They
have had much forgiven and they love Him much, and they desire to
love Him more and to manifest their love in His service and by growing
in His image. This is the work of the Spirit, and it is upon the Holy
Spirit that God's dear people who long to grow in the likeness of Christ
need wait, asking a conformity to be wrought in them by His allsufficient power of efficacious grace. Weeping, this weeping, may
endure, and will, for a night, will lodge with us to the end. There is
no real drying-up of tears in the Church on earth, all that work is yet
future. That blessed promise has yet to be fulfilled, that the Lord
snall wipe away all tears from their eyes.
Weeping, then, as a stranger, may be with us for a little season, but
not as a lasting occupant of our hearts. The morning is coming, the
Lord is coming, it is the Lord That will make the morning glorious.
The saints are waiting less for the advent of the Lord than for the Lord
0/ the advent. We love His appearing, but our chief love concerns Him
Who is to appear. "Waiting for the Son of God from Heaven "this is the calling of God's people, God's Church yet militant here in
earth, a people of sorrows many and of griefs great. Oh, what a
j;lorious expectation, then, is this for them that sorrow in Zion, for the
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sons and daughters of tribulation and temptation. What cheer for
us, dear fellow-believers, as we journey on day by day, that better
things are close at hand, that a glorious deliverance awaits us, that
songs of deliverance are already prepared for us to sing, and harps
already tuned for us, when we shall receive at His Hands the welcome,
" Come, ye blessed of My Father, enter into the kingdom prepared for
you from the beginning of the world."
May these things assure our hearts, and strengthen our hearts, and.
cause us, dear fellow-believers, to hold on and through all the changing
scenes which each day brings us, until we see Him Who changes not,
even Jesus Christ our Lord.
THE TOUCH OF JESUS.
" AND there came a leper to Him, full of leprosy; who, seeing Jesus,
fell on his face and worshipped Him, beseeching Him, and kneeling
down to Him, and saying unto Him, Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst
make me clean. And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth His
hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will: be thou clean
And as soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from
him, and he was cleansed."-The accounts of MATTHEW, MARK, and
LUKE combined.
My gracious Saviour,. is Thy love
So lowly and so free,
That it can stoop from heaven above,
To spend itself on me ~
While others come Thy voice to heal',
To taste Thy mercy sweet,
May a poor leper venture near,
And bow before Thy feet 1
~es; I am welcomed to the love
That dwells within Thy breast;
Thy words of grace my doubts remove,
And still my fears to rest.
Thy sweet compassion beams on me
Through Thy benignant face;
Though I am "full of leprosy,"
Thou art more" full of grace."
My spirit melts beneath the rays
Of Thy forgiVing smile,
And fain would echo forth Thy praise,
For healing one so vile.
If Thou canst touch a soul like mine,
Pollnted to the core,
o bathe me in Thy bliss divine,
And let me love Thee more!
Cricklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAI\'
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JACOB'S SONS AND MOSES' TRIBES,

X.
"JOSEPH is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a welL" And
from whence is his fruitfulness ~ From whence alone hath he it ~
Even from the Lord Jesus, Whose word doth alike declare and ensure
the Spirit-bestowed fruitfulness of all them that are His 1 He saith,
" Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you and ordained you,
that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
remain." So was it with Josepl1. From' Christ, the Tree of Life, was
his fruit found, and it remains in the Church of God and in Christ to
this day, and it shall remain and be found to all eternity. Joseph
early bore fruit to life eternal, fearing the Lord in his seventeenth year,
and departing from and testifying against the evil, the folly, and the
depravity of youthful doings (Eph. v. 11). He was fruitful in simplicity and godly sincerity in relating the two dreams given him of ODd ;
in patiently enduring the envy and hatred of his brethren that ensued
thereupon; in his prompt, filial obedience to his father's command
to go forth and see how it fared with his brethren; therein he was a
type of Christ Who"Did by His Father's authorizing call
From bosom of eternal love descend,

To save the guilty race that Him offend,"- .
Who came forth from the Father, and came into the world, to declare
His Name unto His brethren, and for their sakes to return again on
high (Psalm vii. 7). Surely Joseph's patient endUl'ance in all his'
humbling afflictions was the fruit of the blessed Spirit's grace, contrasted with which what .fruit had his brethren in those things that
came with convicting power into their memory, when they afterwards
stood in his,presence, saying-" We are verily guilty concerning our
brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul "~ They shall look
on Him Whom they pierced.
His fruitfulness in Egypt is seen in his service in Potiphar's house,
and afterwards in the prison-a prosperous man, because the Lord
made all he did to prosper (Psahn i. 3). Nor wa. he less fruitful under
false accusation, committing himself to Him that judged righteously,
and Who in due time brought forth his judgment as the noonday. And
so in his Antitype, judgment shall return to righteousness, and all the
. upright in heart shall follow after it. Joseph's branches ran over the
wall of envy and hatred which his evil-minded brethren had raised up,
when God's providence put them in his power to give them bread as
hungry and drink as thirsty, yea, to prepare a feast for them, so that
they should eat, drink, and be merry with him. Ah, contrast indeed
to their former doings, when God's providence put him into their
hands, for then they virtually said, "First put him into the pit, and we
will ourselves eat bread." So did Christ's brethren after the flesh.
They went to eat the passover on a high day after Jesus was
"Laid in pit of cruel grave."
\
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I mention, but do not insist on, the' fact that Joseph's descendants,
the tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim, located as the one was on the seat
and the other the west side of Jordan might be viewed as runuing overthat dividing wall. But I would point to a more sublime considera~ion
in connection with his dying charge that God would surely visit them,
and they should carry up his bones from hence. Compare this with
his illustrious Autitype Jesus, Who after He was risen from the dead
spoke these words: "Behold My hands lOnd My feet, that it is I Myself, handle Me and see, fc.r a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye
see Me have." "And it came to pass, while He blessed them, He was
parted from them, and carried up into heaven." This BRANCH (Zech.
vi. 12), beautiful and glorious in His ascending from earth to heaven,
to be as fruitful there as He was in the land of His aflliction, is now
living "to carry on His people's cause ,above." Christ's fl1litfulness
in the land of His affiiction, i.e., the days of His flesh, was His laying
the foundations of " eternal excellency, and joy of many generations,"
for and on behalf of His dear elect, as declared in the 72nd Psalm,
" There shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the top of the
mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: and they of
the city shall flourish like grass of the earth."
How early was the Jewish Church grafted into the Good Olive Tree
and made fl1litful in the land of their affiiction. Where in all the
annals of time shall we find a story such as that of the inspired narrative
of Joseph and his Brethren, such an illustrious type of our Lord Jesus 1
Could any created mind, angelic or human, ever have conceived such
doings in one man's family 1 It is a story that should be read with
deep interest by God's own living family in every subsequent generation
till the end of time, It should make a way for the further development
of the sovereign favour and discriminating Covenant goodness of the
triune Jehovah (Rom. xi. 15). It is a story which, the more it is read,
new and fresh beauties appear and are discovered; wherein also, the
oftener it is meditated on and unfolded, under the unction that teacheth
all things, the more is God seen in it from the beginning unto the end,
from the threshold to the inner sanctuary, from the foundation to the
topstone. If the tears that have run down the cheeks of all the readers
of this Divine narrative could be collected in one bottle, how large
would that bottle need to be to contain them! Would yours, dear
reader, be among them 1 Well, whether or not, we are ever to remember with Toplady, thatU

Could our tears for ever flow,
All for' sin could not a~one,
Thou must save, and Thou alone

;~"

and with Erskine,
"Wash not with thy tears, but wi~h
Thy Husband's precious blood."
A fourth paIt-the last part, of the Book of Genesis-that wonderful
blessed Book-is given to record the fruitfulness of Joseph in his early
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days, in his prime, and in his latter days. And Paul, in Hebrews xi.,
in giving him his place among the Old Testament worthies who died
in the faith of God's elect, gives but the one incident at his life's close
that showed forth the then vigour of his faith, viz., " I die, and God will
surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence" (Isa.
xlvi. 4) .. The daughters of Zion have run over the separating wall that
stood between Jew and Gentile elect, and have brought the delicious
fruit of faith unto them, putting it, as it were, within their reach. And
as the Church's Beloved in Old Testament times stood behind that
wall (see Song ii. 9), so also now He standeth behind the wall of mortality, with all manner of pleasant fruits, new and old, laid up for thee,
o My beloved!
The archers, a,lI the kindred Of Nimrod and Esau, shot at him, hated
rum, grieved him, They virtually said to Joseph, " Shalt thou indeed
reign over us ?" To Christ, " We will not have this man to rule over
us." To Joseph, "\Ve shall see what will become of his dreams! "
To Christ, " Let us see whether Elias will come to take him down: He
saved others, Himself He cannot save." "Thou art' not yet fifty
years' old, and hast Thou seen Abraham ?" "They that hate Me,"
said Jehovah Jesus in the Book of Psalms, "without a cause, are more
than the hairs of My head: they that would destroy ~Ie, beiug Mine
enemies wrongfully, are mighty; then I restored that which I took
not away "-even life, health, and blessedness to the souls and bodies
of His redeemed, which Satan robbed them of in Eden's garden; a
. Robe of Righteousness and communion with God, the one for their
eternal justification before God, the other for their entire sanctification, .
as founded thereon and therein.
" But his bow ahode in strength, and the arms of his hands were
made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob." Greater
was He that was in and with Joseph to uphold him in the truth, than
all that were against him to cast him down therefrom. They consulted
to cast him down from his God-given excellency, but he waited on
God, and his expectation was from Him; the One, the Creator and
Former of all things, the others the creatures over whom His power
and dominion is absolute. And blessed be God, it is even so to-day,
amidst all the hatred and rage of the enemies of the Church, whether
they be mortal men, or the devil and his angels. So His Church, "the
elect of every nation, name, and tongue," shall be made strong in the
Lord, their I am, and in the power of His might. In the words of
Fowler"Upheld by Jehovah's Omnipotent hand
The righteous .hall hold on his way."

What an abiding in strength was that when Christ said to Judas and
his band, "If ye seek Me [their Surety] let these go their way," and
they went backward and fell to the ground (Psahn x.."<Vii. 2). In
honest, simple Richard Woodman, as recorded by Foxe, we see the
New Testament bow of Christ abiding in strength in one of His mystic
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members, when Rome's archers shot at him, in his examination; as
also in many another of his persecuted brethren and sisters of that
time, when the fierce sun heat of persecution blazed on them, in Mary
the Bigot's reign. "Dr. Langdale: Methinks by your talk you deny
original sin and heewill. Mr. Woodman: I pray you, what heewill hath
man to do good of himself? . Dr. L. : I say that all men have as much
freewill now as Adam had before his fall. Mr. W.: I pray you, how
prove you that? Dr. L.: Thus I prove it: that as sin entered into
the world and by the means of one that sinned all men became sinners,
which was by Adam; so by the obedience of one man righteousness
came upon all men that had sinned, and set them down as hee as they
were before the fall, which was by Jesus Christ. Mr. W.: Oh, Lord!
what an overthrow have you given yourself here in original sin! for
in proving that we have heewill, you have quite denied original sin.
For here you have declared that we be set as hee by the death of
Christ as Adam was before his fall. If we be as frec now as he was
then, I marvel wherefore Paul complaineth thrice to God to take away
the sting of it, God making him answer and saying, My grace is sufficient for thee. These words, with divers others, prove original sin in
us; but uot that it shall hurt God's elect people, but that His gI'ace is
sufficient for all His. I say with David, In sin was I born, and in sin
hath my mother conceived me: but in no such sin as shall be imputed,
because I am born of God by faith. Therefore I am blessed, as saith
the prophet, because the Lord imputetl, not my sin: not because I
have no sin, but because God hath not imputed my sins. Not of our
own deserving, but of His free mercy He hath saved us. Where is now
your heewill that you speak of? If we have heewill, then our. salvation cometh of ourselves, and not of God, which is a great blasphemy
against God and His Word."
Here we have Woodman, a most evident and manifested sheep of
Christ (Who is the Shepherd and Stone of all His Israel) gathered from
all the vile errors of popery, to Him Who is the alone Truth and Way,
a living stone, laid by Divine teaching on Christ, the alone foundation
and chief corner-stone which God hath laid in Zion, and given, like
Stephen, a mouth and wisdom that all his adversaries could neither
gainsay nor resist; and so, as they could not cast him down horn the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord, these ravening
wolves could and did end his life, with nine others, at Lewes, Sussex,
July 22nd, 1557.
" From thence"; i.e., not horn Joseph as one of the tribes of Israel,
for our Lord sprang out of Judah, but from ",the mighty God of Jacob,"
and from His faithfulness in the chief things of the ancient mountains,
the Covenant of grace, so blessedly set forth in the eighty-ninth Psalm,
" For who in the heavens can be compared unto the Lord, who among
the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the Lord? . . . 0 Lord
God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like unto Thee, or to Thy faithfnlness round about Thee?" Yes, poor sinner, to see His chariots of
salvation coming forth horn His eternal decrees, those ancient mow,-

•

The Gospel Magazine

500

tains of brass, is better, 'and will yield thee more durable riches than to
dig brass out of the mountains of the earthly Canaan.
Moses also takes notice of Joseph as one who was separated from his
brethren, and Paul notes the same concerning Jesus, Joseph's great
Antitype. "Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession
for them. For such an high priest became us, Who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from· sinners, and made higher than the heavens"
(Heb. vii. 25, 26). But although thus separate, they are all by grace
in eternal union with Him.
11

Hail, sa.cred union, firm and strong 1

How great the grace, how sweet the song
That worms of earth should ever be
One with Incarnate Deity."

So one in Him Who is God manifest in the flesh, that nothing relating
to time shall be able to separate them from Christ, from the love of
Christ, and from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
These blessings of sovereign grace prevail above all the blessings of
time and time things. To be chosen of God, to be called by grace, to
be forgiven all trespasses, as justified by His blood, and to be saved
from wrath through Him; to seek and to find a heaven in " likeness
to and vision of the Lamb," are blessings indeed, that prevail Ullto
the utmost bound of the everlasting hills, and are the preciolis things
thereof. We read of the waters of the flood, that they prevailed, and
were increased greatly upon the earth, that they prevailed exceedingly.
upon the earth, and all the high hills were covered, and the mountains
were covered-waters, these, of wrath and judgment poured out upon
a world of Ullgodly; but to Noah, the man of faith, safe in his Ark, they
were a final separation from the Ullgodly, and to him salvation. So
" the Covenant of free grace as made with Christ our Head" contains
blessings that prevail over our present utmost conceptions of "that
which is good"; and are so declared by the inspired pen of the prophet
Isaiall, "For this is as the waters of Noall Ullto me; for as I have
sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so
have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee."
Well, then, saith Dr. Watts" See here an endless ocean flows

Of never-failing grace;
Behold a dying Saviour's' veins
The scarlet flood increase.
It rises high and drowns the hills,
Has neither shore nor bound;
Now, if we search to find our sins.
Our sins can· ne'er be found."

Birkenhead.

G. A.

" THE Bible is never behind the times. God with Whom the end
of a tMng is as near as the beginning wrote it for all time."-J. A.
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THE APPEARING OF JESUS CHRIST.
" WHEN Christ Who is our life shall appear." This fact is before our
eyes and in the hearts of all Christ· loving people. The wonderful
events so rapidly accumulating in " Thy land, 0 I=anuel," cause uS'
to look with strained expectant eyes for His Personal appearing. He
Himself said, "Look up, and lift up your heads, for your redemption
draweth nigh." So we peer into the darkness and listen for the solmd
of His approach, saying.
.. I am watching quietly every day,
Whenever the Bun shines brightly, I rise and sal',
, Surely it is the shining of His Face.'''.
Dear reader, may thou and I ever be looking unto Jesus for strength
and salvation, looking for Jesus in every detail, and ere long we shall
be looking upon Jesus in His glorious appearing for His saints. We
feel so full of sin, of guilt, of shortcomings, of backslidings, of unholy
doubts and fears, of wickedness, we are deeply sunk in miry clay, but-.. Let me not dwell BO much within
•
My wounded heart witJo anxious heed,
Where all my searches meet with sin,
And nothing satisfies my need."
Is there nothing to satisfy thy need, longing, empty soul 1
.. Let me Thy power, Thy beauty see,
So shall my vain aspiring ceaBe."
There is nothing but the sight of Christ with His atoning Blood and
Righteousness to heal and to satisfy. "We must exalt Christ so high
as to get out of sight of ourselves in looking up to Him." So absorbing
will that sight be, so entrancing, so cheering, as we behold for" the
Master is so fair, His smile so sweet," that we "can never rest on
earth again." Moreover, the burden of sin will f~1l into His sepulchre,
where we shall .see it no more, as with Bunyan's Christian. Trials,
temptations, difficulties we shall have, but since Christ is our life, our
all, they cannot harm us. We shall but cling the more closely to Him,
and be the more closely enwmpt in His embrace. "Ohrist is our life."
" To me to live is Ohrist." "Ohrist is all and in aIL" How fully this
was set forth in all the Jewish types! How ·compelling was His
presence on earth too. "He left all, rose up and followed Him."
" They forsook their nets and followed Him."
So "when Ohrist Who is our life shall appear, then shall ye also appear
with Him in glory." Note the preceding verse. It is the key to this:
" For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Ohrist in God." That is
the secret, dear reader, your life is hid with· Christ. So hidden with
Hir:J. that God sees only Ohrist, His beloved Son in Whom He is well
pleased. There only is all availing righteousness, full acceptance, and
complete salvation.
Our life hid with Him, joined with Him, one with Him, we must
perforce be with Him everywhere, eternally, even in glory. "Thy
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hidden ones." "Hidden in the Saviour's side." "Christ came to
provide ns with righteousness undefiled. He obeyed for us perfectly.
In that robe He walked through our world every day, and when He
had finished His walk, as Elijah left his mantle to Elis!>a, the Saviour
'left His robe for us to wear."
" My evil heart can never be
A home or heritage for me;

But Thou cau'st make it fit for Thee."
" Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many, and unto them
that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin Ullto
salvation." Without sin-sin put away for ever. How lovingly He
identifies Himself with His people!
.
The beloved Apostle, who described himself five times in his gospel
as" whom Jesus loved," wrote in one of his epistles, " And now, little
children, abide in Him: that when He shall appear, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming." Not be
ashamed-so unworthy are we, so full of sin in thought and word and
deed, a weight to ourselves, the old man stmggling with the new man,
but"0 Smitten Rock! from Thee
Lite eternal flows to me,"

and" Unto me, the base, the guilty,
Flows that living flood;
I, Thine enemy, am ransomed

By Thy precious Blood.
Silent at Thy Feet I lie,
Lost in love's immensity."

When the godly Samuel Rutherford was writing to his parishioners
from his prison, on one occasion, he specially addressed" poor brokenhearted believers" in these words, " Oh, that I had pen and ink and
engine to write of Him! Let heaven and earth be consolidated in
massy and pure gold, it will not weigh the thousandth part of Christ's
love to a soul, even to a poor prisoner. Oh, this is a massy and marvellous love! Men and angels, unite your force and strength in one;
ye shall not heave or poise it off the ground. Ten thousand thousand
worlds, as many worlds as angels can number, and then as a new world
of angels can multiply, would not all be the balk of a balance [Scottish
expression signifying' of the least weight'] to weigh Christ's excellency, sweetness, and love." Perhaps no one has written so powerfully
and so sweetly and so deeply and so experimentally of the inexhaustible
love of Christ as Rutherford. The simple language of the divinely
inspired Word corroborates it. "His great love wherewith He loved
us." "The love of Christ which passeth knowledge," just as the peace
of God" passeth all understanding=" And" He is onr peace."
Dear reader, this Christ of love is He with Whom we shall appear in
glory. "He shall appear to yonr joy." You shall not be ashamed,
for your life is hid with Christ in God. "He is not ashamed to call them
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brethren." "God is not ashamed to be called their God." And" we
know that when He shall appear we shall be like Him." Why 1 "For
we shall see Him as He is." Here, though not seeing, we love, but then
" we shall see Him as He is," and seeing, be like Him. What could He
say more 1 What greater honour than to be " like Him" the" alto-·
gether lovely." "What shall we say to these things 1" We may
indeed" love His appearing." We are looking for that blessed hope,
" the hope which is laid up for you in heaven." "Christ in you the
hope of glory." "Looking for that blessed hope and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, Who gave
Himself for us." Is it not a beautiful link, "the great God and our
Saviaur,"-power joined with protection and salvation-the sinner
with the great God 1
"·Forgotten every stain' and spot,
Their memory past and gone;
For 'me, 0 God, '1'],,01.11 seest not,

Thou lookest on Thy Son."
Christ Who is our life-we shall be like Him.
It maybe He will appear personally to take us one by one through
the valley.-a slmlit valley, since He will be with us. Or our longing
expectation may be fulfilled, and we shall hear the shout, and be
caught up to meet Him in the air. He will appear to us personally in
either case, and we shall know the ecstatic rapture of " that first first
sight of Him."
But we love the anticipation of His appearing, and as we muse all
the joys of earth-yes, and the sorrows of earth-seem of so little·
moment they are lost in the golden haze of approaching glory with
Hun Who is all our salvation and all our desire. We"Forget to seek elsewhere
The joy to which the soul is heir."
Or, as St. Paul wrote, " Forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things which are be/ore." . Those things which
are be/ore,-ah! what will they be 1 When Christ Who is our life shall
appear, what then 1 We shall see Him, we shall be like Him, we shall
be with Him, and not for a brief moment, but for evermore:
What manner of persons ought we to be with these prospects 1 And
" so much the more as ye see the day approaching.".
NETTlE.

"THE ADDITIONALS."
A GODLY mother, losing a little boy at the age of four years, was comforted by the remembrance of the "certain additions of thin work"
that were part of Solomon's Temple. A strong-willed child he had
been, and one day, conscious of her own physical weakness and
pressed spirit, she said to herself, "However am I to bring him up ! "
But she brought him up all the way until" the Lord struck the child,
so that he was very sick," and then it was manifested that yet out of
33
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the mouth of babes is praise perfected. "Then Jesus is God," he said
one time, as if from inward and living conviction, after listening to a .
relation of the power and compassions of E=anuel. Other things
he said which I forget, but which are no doubt immovably lodged in
his parent's memory. It might seem strange, but it is true, tbat his
mother lacked the assurance that her boy was with Christ when he
died, but so it was. Still waiting for the consolation of her own interest
in the Lord's saving love, she doubted if it was well with him. Then she
remembered about the certain additions of thin work. 'fhere was
only one J achin and only one Boaz in the "exceeding magnmcal
house" of God, but there were pommels and chapiters, wreaths and
pomegranates, flowers and lilies-all in order, and all for beauty and
glory. And so she believed that when he had asked, "Do naughty
boys go to heaven 1 " and such-like questions, he was being prepared
for his heavenly place, and if only as a certain addition-it was indeed
a CERTAIN one, and the Lord had need of him.
It would be nice to notice from Genesis to Revelation the superaboundings in the works of God, from the time when, having given
the sun for light by day and the moon by night, " He made 'the stars
also," millions of them speaking peace, and then He stainped fruitfulness and increase on all the works of His hands. It was an acceptable
petition which Elieeer made of the Lord, that the damsel might say,
"Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also," and indeed his heart must
have beaten very quickly when Rebekah said, "Drink, my lord," and
added no more. But the next moment she said, " And I will give thy
camels drink also," and he, wondering, held his peace. Sweet, blessed,.
comforting addition-ordered by the Lord, with Whom is plenteous
redemption. Bread enough and to spare is in the Fatner's house.
Not bread enough and to waste, as some would have us think, as if His
gifts of salvation were random things, to be taken or left at human
caprice. But enough and to spare for the hungry, longing, willing
soul, though unlikely and seemingly out of the way. Gifts there are
for the rebellious also, but when they know this it is with contrite and
melted spu'its and the'repentance which breaks the hones. Nothing
is wasted tor Him, nothing is wasted by Him. No blessing wherewith
He blesses His children is too full. From His precious blood downwards unto all the things freely given in addition, nothing is thrown
away, nothing falls to the ground. No trial is too long, or waiting too
protracted. Noah may have wondered at the extra days of his remaining in the Ark. He knew that the waters were abated when the dove
brought the olive leaf, and he waited patiently enough oth!r seven
days, and sent her out again. Then he waited till the first day of the
New Year, and saw that the ground was dry. But it was not till the
twenty-seventh day of the second month that he might come out. The
Lord knew why the other six weeks were indispensable. Perhaps the
patriarch would have felt some self-satisfaction if he had got straight
out when the work of destroying the wicked was complete. Indeed,
the Lord daily adds to His people of what is His own; daily he takes
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away what is theirs. David, Job, and hundreds of worthies were
destitute, afll.icted, tormented, brought down, emptied, and laid bare;
but so the Lord builds His beautiful temple, so He causes the trees of
His Own right hand planting to flourish~ so He ordains a song in the
mouth of His redeemed. "Not unto us, but unto Thy Name be the
praise."
FOLLOWER-ON.
DIVINE JUDGMENTS.
" The sun was nsen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar."GENESIS xix. 23.
WHEN I stood by the shore of the Dead Sea I realized the aptness of
the name. For all around and about it savours of death. There is no
life in its acrid waters. No bird flits over its surface. No shrub nor
tree grows near its borders. All its surroundings are eloquent of ruin,
of measureless judgment, of unending vengeance upon sin, "the vengeance of eternal fire," as the Apostle Jude puts it; for the fire which
engulfed the cities of the plain and formed this wonderful lake, descended from Heaven! Doubtless also there simultaneously occurred
seismic convulsions which produced a vast crater into which the waters
of the Jordan have ever since poured, without any visible outlet.
Altogether this" Lake Asphaltitis," as the Greeks styled it, because
of the bitumen in it; or the " Salt Sea," as the Hebrews called it, because of the saltpetre that pervades it; or the Dead Sea, as it is now
termed, because of the absence of life in and about it; is a monument
of God's retributive justice upon sin, and I do not envy the spiritual
condition of those who can look upon this huge sheet of death water
without feeling deeply impressed and awed. I was; and as I gazed
upon the scene, the words of the text came into my mind: "the sun
was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar." It was the
last sunset for the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah and the" cities
of the plain" lying in the Valley of the Jordan between Judffia and
Moab. They never saw another sunrise. The rise of the orb of day
was the signal for their destruction. Does not this remind us all that
there will be a "last sunrise" for everyone 1 We may, like the
dwellers in those cities, lie down to rest in utter indifference to warning
and to entreaty, hugging our sins to our breast, and never see the sun- .
rise, or perhaps see it only when utter destruction falls npon us. Let
us therefore pay attention to warnings against sin-especially is this
desirable for us as a nation. Who that reflects for a moment can have
the least doubt that, disgnise it as we will out of mistaken" patriotism,"
this awful war is a judgment. And that being admitted, what national
sin calls loudest for vengeance 1 Is it drunkenness 1 No; for the
Israelites, though given to drunkenness and reproached for it, were
not nationally judged because of it. Is it immorality 1 No; for the
Jews, though immoral, were not, as a kingdom, destroyed on that
account. Is it infidelity 1 No; for neither the northern nor the
southern Israelitish Kingdom, although honeycombed with unbelief,
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lost the position of chosen people. It was idolatry and apostMy that
roused to fury the longsuffering wrath of an offended God. It is only
necessary to read the wails of the prophets to recognize this fact. In
the" cities of the plain" were combined all these sins, and anyone who
has had experience of heathenism will agree that idolatry ever carries
in its train the other evils enumerated; drunkenness, immorality,
infidelity, and over and above these, the crime of cruelty.
Now we have in the Word of God not merely the examples of Sodom
and Gomorrah, and of the kingdoms of Samaria and Judah, to guide
our national course, but we have, both individually and nationally,
the most tremendous warnings that it is possible to put into human
words, if only our rulers, the Press, preachers, and people, will " read,
mark, learn, and inwardly digest" them. They are to be found in
Hebrews x. 29-31; xii. 25-27; Revelation ii. 20-23; xiv. 8-12; and
are quite plain and unmistakable. Apostatic idolatry is bound, sooner
or later, to bring down upon the nation the "wine of the wrath of
God." It is an invariable rule.
What if the sun of Britain rise for the last time in this present cata·
clysm; or what if it set upon a doomed and unrepentant nation hard·
ened in pride and idolatrous priestcraft, only to rise for the last time
at the Sound of the Last Trumpet announcing from the throne in the
Temple of Heaven, "It is done" 1 Well would it be if our people and
rulers gave heed to warnings and entreaties, instead of despising them.
Then would the Sun of righteousness arise, with healing in His wings;
and instead of disasters, calamities, losses, and sufferings, we Rhould
" go forth and tread down the wicked."
ALFRED PORCELLI.
September 23rd, 1918.
ECHOES FROM A COUNTRY CHURCH.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN SEVlNGTON PARISH
CHURCH ON SUNDAY MORNING, SEPT. 22ND, 1918, BY THE
REV. R. J. NOYES, B.D., RECTOR.
" For as many as are of the works of the law, are under the curse.' for it
is written, Cursed is everyone Illat continueth not in all things which
are written in the book of the law to do them. But that no man is
justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident.' for, the just
shall live by faith. And the law is not of faith.' but, the man that
doeth them shall live in them."-GALATIANS iii. 10-12.
THE chief aim of the Apostle in this inspired letter to "the Churches of
Galatia," is the defence of the great Evangelical doctrine of J USTIFICATION BY FAITH.
Apart from the inspired Scriptures, we cannot have, I think, a better
or clearer definition of the justification of sinners-the Lord's believing
People-than that given in the Eleventh Article of the Church of
England, " We are acconnted righteous before God, only for the merit
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by Faith, and not for our own
works or deservings."
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It is a most important doctrine, for there can be no salvation without justification. "The unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of
God " (2 Cor. vi. 9). But, on the other hand, justification implies
salvation. "Much more then, beiug now justified by His blood, we
shall be saved from wrath through Him " (Rom. v. 9).
So it is, as I have said, an Evangelical doctrine, the very pith of the
Gospel of the grace of God.
The converse of justification by faith is justification by works, that
is, justification by the deeds' of the law; by obedience to the commandments; by creature merit and goodness. Let us, then, notice
how the Apostle proves from Holy Scripture that justification by such
means is impossible.
1. He shows that those who seek to be justified by works-by" the
deeds of the law "-are under a curse (v. 10). "As many as are of the
works of the law, are under the curse," i.e., subject to Divine wrath
and punishment. TIllS is proved from Scripture (Deut. xxvii. 26).
"Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the ~vords of this law to do
them." And so he adds, " For it is written, Cursed is everyone that
continueth not in all things which al'e written in the book of the law
to do them." If a man seeks to be justified by the law, or, in other
words, by his own righteousness, let him remember that the law requires
a whole obedience, and during the whole of his life. But no fallen
child of Adam has ever rendered full obedience to the law, and -there.fore no one can be acquitted or absolved by it, but instead, falls under
its condemnation and curse. If a professing Christian seeks justification by the deeds of the law, he ignores Christ, and the grace of God in
Christ, as Paul declares in chap. v. 4, "Christ is become of no effect
unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen
from grace."
2. But" That no man is justified by the law in the sight of God "-.
whatever he may be in the sight of men; however moral, upright, and
" good "-" it is evident." How is it evident? By the testimony of
the inspired Word of God. And so the Apostle again brings proof
from the Old Testament Scriptures-Hab. ii. v. 4, "The just [righteous]
shall live by faith."
This is confirmed by Rom. iii. 19, 20, "Now we know that what
things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law;
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become
guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no
flesh be justified in His sight; for by the law is the knowledge of sin" ;
and by the two following verses (21 and 22), " But now the righteousness 'of God ,,,ithout [i.e., apart from] the law is manifested, being
witnessed by the law aud the prophets; even the righteousness of God,
which is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all and upon all them that
believe."
,
3. Having cited from Hab. ii. 4, the Scripture, " The just [righteous]
shall live by faith," he says further (v. 12), "And the law is not
of faith," in proof of which he cites Lev. xviii. 5: "Ye shall therefore
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keep My statutes, and My judgments; whieh if a man do, he shall live
in them: I am the Lord." The law of God requires obedience-a
perfect, unsinning obedience. It does not ask for faith, but obedience.
It does not tell a man to believe, but to do. '.' The law is not of faith:
but, the man that doeth them shall live in tliem."
The Apostle thus proves the doctrine 'of justification by faith by an
appeal to Holy Scripture~the Old Testament Scriptures. To him,
as to our Lord Himself, this appeal was final. And to us it should be
final likewise, receiving the Holy Scriptures as the Word and words
of God. We may see clearly from the expression in the eighth verse,
"The Scripture, foreseeing," that the tenn "Scripture" stands for
the prophetic words of God. "For the prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Pet. i. 21) .
And now, what is it to be justified by faith 1 We must beware of
thinking thel'e is any merit in faith. We must not think that God
accepts faitb. instead of works as the ground of our justification. By
no means! God's People are" justified freely by His grace, THROUGH
THE REDEMPTION THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS" (Rom. iii. 24). All the
meritorious cause of their justification is through the finished work of
Christ. Their righteousness is IN HIM.
" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
curse for us; for it is written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth upon
a tree" (Gal. iii. 13). Faith, wrought in the heart by the Holy Spirit,
lays hold of this great truth to the believer's comfort, peace, and joy.
How weighty and important, then, is this foundation truth! To'
what, my hearers, are you trusting for your justification before God 1
If to creature goodness; to obedience to the commandments; to
morality, and the outward forms of religion, your hope is built up,?n
a false foundation. It is written, " By the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh· be justified [i.e., accounted righteous] in His sight." But
if Christ Jesus is your hope; believing in His wonderful redemption,
and complete salvation, then all is well. You are made" the righteousness of God iu Him." For myself, I may say that the longer I live
the more clearly I see that the only way in which I can stand accepted
before God is IN HIM, for all my life long I have been a sinner. As
John Newton said: "My name is ;;inner, and my nature sin." Even
if I could live a sinless life henceforth, what of the past 1 I cannot
stand before God in my own rightwusness, past, or present, or future.
No, you and I must fall back upon the faithful word: "As by one
man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of
One shall many be made righteous." 'If we differ from an ungodly
world, it is God Who by His grace hath made us to differ. If we have
done any" good works," it is the fruit. and effect of His grace-" the
fruit of the Spirit" within. " For we are His workmanship." But
the ground of our justification is Christ alone.
"On Christ the solid rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand."
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
To OUR READERS.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are very grateful to all its
readers who have responded so warmly to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Fund since the last considerable rise in the cost of producing this time·
honoured MAGAZINE. The generous response of our many friends
has cheered their hearts and enabled them to continue the much·
needed testimony to those distinctive truths for which the Magazine
stands.
They much regret, however, that the printers have again felt obliged
to notify another serious rise in the cost of production, beginning
with the July number. The increase in the postal rates will also add
greatly to the yearly expenditure. The whole subject was considered
by the Trustees at their recent meeting, and they feel sure that the
friends of distinctive truth will still rally round this, the oldest
religious Magazine, in this crisis in its history. It is well known that
all newspapers and magazines are affected by the increased cost of
paper and other materi('ls, and.the great advance in wages. It would
be a great calamity, however, if this disastrous war were to silence
the testimony to God's truth which we seek to bear by means of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
'I'he Trustees, therefore, confidently appeal to all its readers and
friends for continued and increased support. They suggest that a
large number may feel it a privilege to send regular annual subscrip·
tions to this Fund, as they are in the habit of doing for the support
of other departments of God's work. The increasing apostasy from
the old truths makes it imperative that testimony to those great
doctrines of grace, revealed. in God's inspired and infallible Word,
should still be lovingly and unflinchingly borne in the pages of this
Magazine.
Donations or Subscriptions may be sent, as before, to the Publisher
or to the Editor.
The Trustees very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the followiug
sums :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
050
Mr. W. P. Dronfield .. o 10 0 V. E. ..
20 0 0 The Misses B1ackith .. 2 0 0
Mr. John White
Miss Ainsworth .
026
"A Long· standing
"An
old
St.
David's
Reader" ..
0 10 0
Mrs. M. Kille . .
0 5 0
Friend" (per Miss
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Ormiston)
" From a Grateful Heart "
(per R)
0 5 0 Miss E. F. Bernard .. 2 2 0
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THE KING'S REMEMBRANCERS.
THERE are those who entertain the belief that manv matters connected
with the British Royal Court have some association with Scripture.
That is to say, there are students who hold the opinion that· our forefathers were largely influenced by the examples contained in the Word
of God in framing, at various times, what is usually referred to as " the
British Constitution."
Be this as it may, there are incidents connected with the office of a
sovereign which serve well to illustrate the teaching of Holy Scripture.
One such case may be found in Isaiah Ixii. 6, where the margin
renders the translation, "Ye that are the Lord's remembrancers keep
not silence, and give Him no rest till He establish, and till He make
Jerusalem a praise in the earth."
In former times a high official was appointed to be the King's
Remembrancer, and it was his duty to keep befol'e the Judges all
matters that in any way affected the sovereign's rights and interests.
With this explanation before us what a beautiful light is thrown on
the above passage in Isaiah.
God, in the person of the Messiah, addresses this exhortation to His
faithful servants-be they ministers or be they people. He calls upon
them to be importunate, to give Him no rest, bnt to plead with Him
to grant a performing of His promises. In other words, the Lord Jesus
uses the same argument here that He employs in Luke xviii., where He
spake " a parable to this end [or having this purpose in view] that men
ought always to pray and not to faint." Having called attention to'
the outcome of the widow's earnestness, the Lord Jesus added, " And
shall not God avenge His own elect who cry day and night unto Him? "
Assuredly He will.
A little consideration will make it plain that the substance of tliis
exhortation agrees with the teaching the Lord Jesus gave His disciples
when they asked Him to instruct them regarding right prayer (Luke
xi. 1). He bade them to include, amongst their other petitions, this
one, " Thy kingdom come." The Father has given a kingdom to His
Son (see Psa. ii. 8-12). This kingdom shall yet be established upon
this earth. It is a kingdom of righteousness and peace and joy (Rom.
xiv. 17). It is a kingdom in which His servants shall praise Him
continually (see 1 Pet. ii. 9). They long for and desire this kingdom,
and it is no mere formality that pl'Ompts them to cry, "Thy kingdom
come." "Even so, come Lord Jesus, come quickly" (see Rev.
xxii. 20).
God cannot forget His own promises, but - and here is a most
wonderful fact-He bids His people call upon Him for their fulfilment
with as much fervour as if it were possible He might overlook or forget
His pledged undertakings. What honour God does confer upon those
who love and reverence Him!
In calling upon such to pray in faith and to be His Remembrancers,
it is as though He entrusted His interests into their hands. D<> we

•

The Gospel Magazine

511

realize this 1 Do we act as faithful servants of our Lord, anxious to
receive His approbation when He comes 1
Hebrew scholars affirm that the original language is very emphatic,
and may be translated, "Let there be no silence to you until He make
Jel1lsalem a praise in the earth." Jerusalem must in this passage be
considered as standing for all the redeemed people of God. When they
are all gathered in, then His kingdom will come.
It is to be noticed that the Messiah, in the first verse of thi. chapter
declares, "I will not hold My peace" . . . "I will not rest until the
righteousness of Zion go forth as brightness," and then (verse 7) He
exhorts His people to " give Him no rest until He make Jerusalem [or
Zion] a praise in the earth."
How beautifully this all agrees with the teaching given to David,
and which led him to say, "Pray for the peace of Jel1lsalem; they
shall prosper that love thee" (Psa. cxxii. 6). David, no doubt, had
in his mind at that time the earthly Jel1lsalem, whel'e the Temple was,
but under this spiritual dispensation it is Jerusalem in the wider sense
of the Word that believers are called upon to pray for. The Apostle
Paul was a diligent observer of the Lord's command. He wrote (Rom.
i. 9), " Viithout ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers."
In bidding-His people to be His" Remembrancers," the Lord would
have them keep in view, in a way which they could not otherwise have
done, the great and blessed fact that He is coming again (see Titus ii.
13), and that at that Day He will give them a crown of righteousness
which shall never fade away (2 Tim. iv. 8).
It must not be forgotten that not only are the Lord's people to put
Him in remembrance (Isa. xliii. 26), but they are to put their fellows
in mind of what the Lord has done for them, and this consists in
preaching and teaching the true doctrines of the Gospel.
P. I. B.

THE ETERNITY OF CHRIST'S LOVE.
IT is without beginning. That which was before the world was is with·
out a beginning; and the love of Christ was before the world. This
is evident from Proverbs viii. His delights, before God had made the
world, are there said to be with the sons of men; not that we then had
being, for we were as yet uncreated; but though we had not been
created, we had being in the love and affections of Jesus Christ. Now
this love of Christ must needs, as to the fulness of it, as to the utmost
of it, be absolutely unknown to man. Who can tell how lllany heart·
pleasing thoughts of us Christ had before the world began 1 Who can
tell how much then was delighted in that being we had in His affections,
as also in the consideration of our beings, believings, and being with
Him afterwards 1 In general, we lllay conclnde it was great; for
there seems to be a parallel betwixt His Father's delights in Him, and
His delights in us: "I was daily His delight, and My delights were
with the sons of men." But I say, who can tell, who can tell altogether,
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what and how much the Father delighted in His Son before the world
began 1 Who can tell what kind of delight the Father had in the Son
before the world began 1 Why, there seems to be a parallel betwixt
the Father's love to Christ and Christ's love to us; the Father's delight
in Christ, and His delight in us. Yea, Christ confirms it, saying, " As
My Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you: continue ye in My
love. "
, I know that I am not upon the nature of the word" eternal"; yet
since by " eternal," we understand before the world began, as well as
forward to an endless for ever, we may a little enquire of folks as they
may read, if they can tell the kind or measure of the love wherewith
Christ then loved us. I remember the questiou that God asked Job;
"Where," saith He, "wast thou when I laid the foundations of the
earth 1 declare if thou hast understanding"; thereby insinuating
that because it was done before he had his being, therefore he could
not tell how it was done. Now if a work so visible as the creation is,
is yet as to the manner of the workmimship thereof wholly unknown
to them that commenced in their beings afterwards, how shall that
which has, in all the circumstances of it, been more hidden and inward,
be found out by them that have intelligence by the ear, and but in
part, ,and that in mystery, and long afterwards 1 But to conclude
this, that which is eternal is without all beginning (this was presented
to consideration before), and therefore it cannot to perfection be
known.-From " The Unsearchable Riches of Christ," by John Bunyan,

DOUBTS ABOUT GOD AND HIS WORD.

A

LETTER TO A YOUNG DOUBTER.

DEAR --., I am sorry to hear of your spiritual difficulties during the
last three months. At the same time it may help you to know that
such doubts and difficulties have confronted many others before you,
and they have, thrpugh God's mercy, come out all the stronger for the
temptations through which they have passed. You are at an age
when you are bOlmd to think for yourself. Consequently, things
which you have taken on trust before, now seem to lack proof, and yon
are thrown into doubt and fear, and seem to have no foundation upon
which to rest. In such circumstances you need to keep cool and
trustful in God. Your inability to answer difficulties is no proof that
satisfactory answers are not t{) be found. Therefore you need still to
go forward, taking for granted things which you cannot immediately
explain, and looking to God to make all things clear in due time.
Young people do this in regard to various branches of knowledge.
They learn the multiplication tables, and take for granted that they
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are correct, though they have never analyzed them, and they do their
8ums on a foundation laid by others. By degrees they examine the
tables for themselves, and they become convinced of their accuracy
from their own investigation.
The temptation not to believe in God is, of course, Satanic in its
origin, but even nature herself teaches that "the things that are
made" have behind them a 1I1aker and a Creator (see Rom. i. 20). 1£ a
savage were to pick up a watch, and if he heard it ticking, and saw its
wonderful mechanism, he would conclude that the evidences of design
must involve a designer.
.
Your inability to fee! that you are speaking to "a real live Person"
when you are praying is distressing. But it is not desirable to think
too much about our feelings. I have seen things put in the following
order: Facts first, then faith, and then feeling. You believe that I am
a real, live person. That is a fact. You trust me. That is faith . . A
pleasurable feeling follows. When you wrote to me yoU: had no distressing feelings as to whether I were real, though you could not see
me,. Why should you have or encourage doubting feelings when
speaking to your heavenly Father 1 You need to be like Moses, who
" endured, as seeing Him Who is invisible" (Heb. xi. 27).
Eternity is certainly incomprehensible to our finite minds, but we
must make up our minds that we cannot fathom or understand everything, whether natural or spiritual. We do not expect a child to understand as much as a man. Much less can we understand l,tll that is true
about the eternal God and the eternal ages.
Receiving with meekness the engrafted word should ever characterize
us, and in spiritual knowledge as well as in natural knowledge we need
to be content to go one step at a time.
There is a great deal now being written and said which is calculated
to shake our belief that the Bible is all inspired. We need to beware
of this great danger. Of course, no competent person ever held that
the mere translation of the Scriptures is inspired. -When faithful men
have insisted on the plenary and verbal inspiration of the Scriptures,
they referred to the original manuscripts in Hebrew and Greek. These,
when written, were given by inspiration of God. The holy men who
wrote them spake or wrote as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
Still, for all practical purposes the Authorized Version may be taken
as fully inspired. I remember the late Dr. WaIler, Principal of St.
John's, Highbury, and a man of great learning, writing to this effect.
We do not now possess the original manuscripts, but God has given
us powers to examine those we do possess, and to give one instanctj.
the late Dr. Tregelles, who spent the greater part of his life in examining
the 1I1SS. of the New Testament before issuing his critical edition of
the Greek Testament, fully believed in the verbal and full inspiration
of the Bible. He says, "the present condition of the text of any
ancient author is no ground for concluding that he did not originally
write just what he intended; it is only a reason why we should use all
critical diligence to learn, on grounds of evidence, what were the
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and phrases which he actually wrote" (Tregelles on " Daniel,"
p. 282).
We should be wrong to· assume that the translators of any version
were infallibly inspired to translate without making any mistakes,
but those who translate iil dependence on the guidance and help of the
Holy Ghost are doubtless preserved by Him from any serious blunders.
There can be no doubt that our Lord regarded the Old Testament
Scriptures which were then in His possession as the fully inspired Word
of God. All His quotations from them ilnply His belief ill their full
inspiration, besides His unequivocal testilnony as to their accuracy
and infallibility (see Matt. v. 17, 18; Luke xvi. 31; xxiv. 25-27,
44-46; John v. 39, 45-47; x.35). Moreover, He mad'e provision for
the inspiration of the New Testament writings (see John xiv. 26; xvi.
12-15). The Apostles also regarded the Scriptures as plenarily
inspired (see 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17; 2 Pet. i. 19-21). Paul's epistles were
regarded as on a level with, the Old Testament Scriptures by the
Apostle Peter (see 2 Pet. iii. 15, 16).
I would recommend you to get and read "Theopneustia: The
Plenary Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures," by Dr. Gaussen (C. J .
. Thynne, 28, Whitefriars St., Fleet St., E.C.4, price Is. 6d.), and" The
Scripture of Truth," by Collett, published by S. W. Partridge & Co.
8 and 9, Paternoster Row, for about 2s. 6d.
May the Lord by His Spirit guide, teach, and preserve you!
With warm Christian Iegards,
Yours very sincerely,
Whitington Vicarage,
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk, Sept. 21st, 1918.
N.B.-This letter is inserted in the hope that it may be helpful to
other young·people.-THE EDITOR:

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARi\fY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of tIle GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR FRIEND,-A Chaplain writes: "You might like to hear that I
gave a Gospel to all the men and women working in the Army Ordnance
Yard, and asked them to carry them in their pockets aud read a portion
each day. There are several hundred men and women employed.
Another day I visited them during their dinner hour, and gave them
each one of the magazines. They receive them gladly. During the
dinner hour I get more time for conversation than when they are at
work. I have a grand opportunity, as the public are not allowed
inside these places, but I have a pass to go in any day."
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, October, 1918.
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THE religiou~ teaching of the present day is, as a rule, superficial, and
often tends to exalt man rather than God. In the same way religious
services are, for the most part, arranged to please the natural and
unregenerate man.
No doubt there is a great amount of Gospel preaching; and if Christ
is preached, though imperfectly, yea, "even of envy and strife," we
ought to " rejoice" as did the Apostle (Phi!. i. 18). Still, we cannot
shut our eyes to the fact that much of the evangelical preaching to
which we listen is deficient in depth and distinctness. As it has been
truly said, "It is not full measure, good weight, and sixteen ounces to
the pound." It does not fairly face and deal with the humiliating fact
that man is not only a fallen being and a sinner, but a totally lost and
utterly helpless sinner-" dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. 1)requiring not improving but quickening by the life-giving power of the
Holy Spirit. Consequently, the unconverted are erroneou'ly led to
believe in free- will, or their "own natural strength and good works"
(see Article X, "Of Free-Will "), while the converted are encouraged
to expect perfection in the flesh-the death and extinction of the old
Adam-nature, against which the child of God is taught that he must'
watch and pray, and strive until the soul departs to be with Christ, and
takes its place amidst the.spirits of just men made perfect (Heb. xii. 23).
Such solemn statements as Gen. vi. 5, Jer. xvii. 9, and Rom. vii. 7-25,
are quietly passed over.
.
Thus the very truth which makes the message of reconciliation in
the highest sense Good News is omitted, or not reiterated as it ought to
be by those who are commissioned to set forth the truth in all its plain,
unpalatable nakedness. For" it is required in stewards that a man
be found faithful" (1 Cor. iv. 2).
God's Word is most explicit on the total depravity and awful corruption of the soul by nature. The understanding, the will, the affections, .
the memory, the conscience being alike corrupted. Each soul contains
the seeds of all the sins ever committed, which only require the absence
of restraint or grace, and suitable temptations and circumstances, to
be developed into terrible crimes (Mark vii. 21-23).
The omission of such distinctive and faithful teaching prepares the
way for Ritualism (as it does for Rationalism). Bishop Ryle, in his
Charge to his Clergy at Liverpool, in 1890, said:
" Let me charge you to hold fast the old doctrine of the sinfulness of
sin,. and the corruption of human .nature.
" I find no words to express my sense of the vastness aud importance
of this subject. It is my firm conviction that a right knowledge of si"
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lies at the root of all saving religion. The first thing that God does
when He makes man a new creature in Christ is to send light into his
heart, and show him that he is a guilty sinner. The material creation
in Genesis began with' light,' and so also does tne spiritual creation.
I }lave an equally firm conviction that a low and imperfect view of sin
is the origin of most of the errors, heresies, and false doctrines of the
present day. If a man does not realize the extent and dangerous
nature of .his soul's disease, you cannot wonder if he is content with
false or imperfect remedies.
"Now, I ain obliged to declare my· conviction that the extent and
vileness, and deceitfulness of sin is a subject which is not sufficiently
brought forward in the religious teaching of these last days. I do not
say it is ignored altogether. But I do say it is not pressed on congregations in its Scriptural proportion, and in harmony with the two grand
confessions of our Prayer-book.
" The consequences are very serious.
" One result, I am persuaded, is the immense increase of that sensuous,
ceremonial, formal kind of Christianity which has swept over England
like a flood in the last twenty-five years, and carried away so many
before it. I can well believe that there is much that is attractive and
satisfying in tllis system of religion to a certain order of minds, so 10ilg
as the conscience is not fully enlightened. But when that wonderful
part of our constitution is really awake and alive, I find it hard to believe
that a sensuous, ceremonial Christianity will thoroughly satisfy us. A
little child is easily quieted and amused with gaudy toys, and dolls, and
'rattles, so long as it is not hungry; but once let it feel the cravings of
nature within, and we know that nothing will satisfy it but food. Just
so it is with man in the matter of his soul. Music, and singing, and
flowers, and banners, and processions, and beautiful vestments, and
confessionals -and man-made ceremonies of a semi-Romish character,
may do well enough for him under certain conditions. But once let
him awake and arise from the dead, and he will not rest content with
these things. They will seem to him mere solemn triflings, and a waste
of time. Once let him See his sin, and he must see his Saviour, in
order to obtain rest for his soul. He feels stricken with a deadly
disease; and nothing will satisfy him but the Great Physician. He
hungers and thirsts, and he must have nothing less than the bread of
life. I may seem bold in what I am about to say, but I fearlessly venture the assertion, that one-half of the semi-Romanism of the last forty
years would never have existed if English people had been taught
more fully and clearly the natur~, vileness, and sinfulness of sin."
If we " ask for the old paths," and enquire what was the teaching of
the good old standard writers and divines of the Reformed Church,
we shall find that they gave no uncertain sound, for they were painstaking students of the Bible, from which they drew their theology.
They carefully and prayerfully studied their Bibles-eomparing Scripture with Scripture-and were emphatically men of one Book. They
did not omit to seek the help of Him Who inspired that Holy Book,
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which they did by diligent prayer and communion with their God.·
Thus they gained Heavenly illumination. Experimentally they
learned the truth and shunned not to " declare all the cowlsel of God"
(Acts xx. 27).
Such men set forth in plain, unvarnished language what they gathered u'om the storehouse of God's Word. They toned nothing down
either from fear of displeasing man, or from fear that the tlUth might
. be misundel'stood, but left the Spirit to guard His own tlUth, so great
and grand and Divine in its simplicity.
They taught fearlessly-a Justification as complete as Condemnation.
A Remedy as sure and safe &s the Disease is deadly. A Pardon as free
and wlrestricted as the Rebellion is great and heinous. All displaying
the wondrous attributes of the Ever:blessed Trinity. All" to the
praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in
the Beloved. In Whom we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 6 and 7).

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Autumn Sale of Work, at our Hornsey Rise Home, will take place
on Friday afternoon, November 1st, at 3 o'clock. Tea will be provided according to Food Control regulations. The attendance of our
friends will be heartily welcomed. Collections after sermons increase
in number, and sales of work are proving of much benefit. Friends
at Tunbridge Wells, Lewes, Brighton, Cheltenham, Devizes, Hitchin,
Edmonton, and other places have helped to swell the total.
. Of the 1137 pensioners, 180 dwell in our seven Homes. The expenditure is controlled by rigid economy, consistent with efficiency, the
total charge upon all branches of the work not averaging 10 per cent
per annum.
One pensioner has recently commemorated her 100th birthday.
Another writes: "I still live by myself, and the nights seem long, but
I read in the good old Book my title clear to mansions that will never
decay, where there will be no more a body of sin to carry about, and
no more conflicts with the Tempter and distressing doubts and fears.
I thank God for the Society."
Divine ownership is the basis of Christian stewardship, and that by
right of Creation and Redemption.
.

"Freely all things with Him given,
Peace on earth and hope of heaven;
What return shall one like me
Give, my gracious God, to Thee!"

RECENTLY I asked a little class of infant children what a bridegroom
meant. A little boy of seven answered, " The one who loves the girl."
How true it is that 6h~ist, the Great Bridegroom, " loved the Ohurch and
gave Himself for it" !-The Editor.
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My POCKET COMPANION. Compiled by H. H. MARTIN. Pp. 64.
Price 2d. (PROTESTANT TRUTH SOCIETY, 4, St. Paul's Ohurchyard, E.C.4.)
This is a splendid Text Calendar, Pocket Book, and Diary for 1919.
The texts of Scripture are arranged under various topics, such as
"Faithfulness of God," "Union with Christ," "His Precious Blood,"
"The Holy Ghost," "The New Birth," "The Word of Goel," and
" Assurance of Salvation."
All these could well be used for Bible Readings. Following the
Diary there are 25 pages of valuable and helpful closely printed matter.
Amongst these are 6 pages on" The Deepening Apostasy." We warmly
commend" My Pocket Companion."
REDEMPTION AND THE WORD OF GOD. Pp. 54. Price 6d., by post 7d.
(REV. H. ATHERTON, The Parsonage, 100-102, The Grove, Camberwell, S.E.5. Also from C. J. FARNCOMBE & SONS, LTD., 30,
Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C.4.)
This pamphlet contains the Report of the papers read at the Fourth
Annual Conference of the Sovereign Grace Union, held in May last, at
Grove Chapel, Camberwell, London. The papers on Redemption were
written by the Revs. J. Willoughby, H. Atherton, E. Roe, J. E._
Hazelton, T. Houghton, and R. J. Noyes. Those on the Word of God
were written by the Revs. J. P. Wiles, W. Sinden, and J. W. Tobitt.
At the Conference in the afternoon, when most of the papers on Redemption were read, it was felt that they were of exceptional merit. The
names of those who read papers on the Word of God are a sufficient
guarantee that their testinIOny is highly valuable. The Conference
Sermon by the Rev. J. K. Popham is also printed in this Report, and
needs no commendation from us. We strongly advise oUr readers to
order this valuable collection of papers on two topics of outstanding
importance.
We have also received the following other pamphlets published by
the Sovereign Grace Union, all of which may be had from the Rev.
Henry Atherton, whose address is given above. These pamphlets are
"Evangelical Popery!!" "Redemption," "Sovereign Grace and
Particular Redemption," price 2d. each post free. "Predestination,"
by Mr. G. Alexander. Price Id., by post lid. And" Calvinism,"
being testimonies of Canon J. C. Miller, Dr. William Cunningham, and
J. L. Motley, price Id., by post l~d .

.

OF all who have come into existence here, Christ Jesus is the only
One Who chose His own condition.-.Caroline Fry.
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