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TO OUR READERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
ON behalf of the Trustees of the "Gospel Magazine" we
desire to place before our readers a brief but frank statement
of the financial position.
At the Meeting of the Trustees held on June 18th, 1920,
the situation was carefully reviewed. It was found that
although the sum of about £ 158 had been received in
donations to this Fund in the year 1919, the total expenditure.
exceeded the income by about £49.
Since then a letter dated Sept. 10th, 1920; regretfully
announces the need of another heavy advance in the cost
of printing, due to further increases in. the cost of paper
and labour. This advance will mean an additional burden
of about £ 120 per year.
The Trustees therefore desire to say that they need a
special and regular income of about £330 a year in order
to keep the ~agazine going. They feel sure that these facts
need only to be known and all our readers, rich and poor
alike, will rally to the support of this time-honoured publi.
cation. While warmly thanking our many readers for their
liberal support in the past, we appeal to them to continue
their much-needed help.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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A~n

COMJI'OKT.

.. Who comfortetb Il5 in all our tribulatioo. that we may be able to comfort t.hem which are in
any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

STEADFAST, UNMOVABLE,

ABOU~TJ)ING.

" Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unnwvable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know tha.t
your labour is rwt in vain in the Lord." -1 COR. xv. 58.

THESE words form a fitting conclusion to the Apostle's teaching on
the great truth of the resurrection. He had given convincing proofs
that our LORD had indeed risen from the dead. He had adduced
the testimony of many who had actually seen Him after that great
event had taken place. More than two hundred and fifty persons
were still Jiving whose eyes had beheld the risen SAVIOUR. Paul
himself had seen Him on his way to Damascus. Peter had seen Him.
James had seen Him. All the apostles had seen Him. Hence
they had no hesitation in testifying that GOD had raised up CHRIST
from the dead. The resurrection of CHRIST was a well-established
and an incontrovertible fact. In like manner the resurrection of
His people would as certainly take place. The resurrection to
glory of the HEAD involves the resurrection to blessedness of the
members. As all in Adam die, so all in CHRIST shall be made
alive. Of course, "there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both
of the just and uniust" (Acts xxiv. 15). There is "the resurrection of life" and there is " the resurrection of damnation" (John
v. 29). But in this great resurrection chapter in the First Epistle
to the Corinthians the Apostle is writing only of the resurrection
of CHRIST and His people. Their resurrection to glory is as SUl'e
and as certain as His. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trump the believing dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and living believers shall be changed. "This corruptible must
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality".
This is the FATHER'S set purpose.
The LORD of hosts " will swallow up death in victory; and the
LORD GOD will wipe away tears from all faces " (Isa. xxv. 8).
The LORD'S people will be able.to say, "0 death, where is thyI
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sting ~ 0 grave, where is thy victory ~" And in view of their
eternal triumph over death they now exclaim, "Thanks be to
GOD, Which giveth us the victory through our LORD JESUS
CHRIST" (1 Cor. xv. 51-57). The family of GOD, therefore, have
no need to be pessimistic. All around them is certainly dark.
Gross darkness covers the earth. Error, apostasy, and sin abound,
but" the night is far spent" and" the DAY is at hand", and final
victory and triumph are to be their eternal portion. "Therefore" , says the Apostle, "therefore" in view of the certainty of
your LORD'S resurrection, and in view of the absolute certainty
of the resurrection to eternal life and glory of all the elect people
of GOD, "therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the LORD, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the LORD".
Three things are here suggested for the instruction and comfort
of the LORD'S family. First, they need to be steadfast and unmovable. Secondly, they need to abound in the work of the LORD;
and thirdly, they need to rest assured that their labour is not in
vain in the LORD.
Let us consider these things in this order.
1. First, let us observe that the Lord's people need to be steadfast
and unmovable.
It is to them the words are spoken. It is to those who have been
washed, sanctified and justified in the name of the LORD JESUS,
and by the SPIRIT of our GOD, that these exhortations are addressed
(1 Cor. vi. 11). They are a people who are spiritually alive, and
whose feet have been planted firmly on the ROCK OF AGES. Such
are bidden to be steadfast. The need for steadfastness is just as
great to-day as it was in Apostolic times. There is need for steadfastness in the faith. There is need to stand four-square against
the awful apostasy from truth which has set in.· The old truths
are being more and more rejected. We lately read of a proposal
in the Canterbury Convocation to abbreviate the ten Commandments in the Church of England Catechism. The argument used
for this abbreviation was that it was unsuitable and unfitting that
children should be taught words which they would have to unlearn
when they got older. Hitherto we have believed that the words
of the Decalogue were GOD'S Own words, spoken aplid the thunders
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of Sinai to His ancient people. "GOD spake all these words"
(Exod xx. 1). Now, however, this is denied. 'l'he ten Commandments, we are told, are not the same which GOD spake in the
twentieth chapter of Exodus. This is but a sample of the way in
which the whole Bible is being treated. We remember reading,
many years ago, of a certain Canon, still living, saying at a Church
Congress, "The doctrine of Paul is not for ever binding on human
souls ". Thus large numbers have moved away from the old belief
in the full inspiration of the Scriptures. Although our LORD and
His apostles continually refer to the Old Testament Scriptures as
inspired, prophetic, accurate, and infallible, prominent teachers in
the professing Church utterly reject this doctrine, and consider
that men who believe in an infallible Bible are mi"der a delusion.
The need of being steadfast and unmovable is therefore great, and
hence this truth is emphasized. "Watch ye ", says the Apostle,
" stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong" (1 Cor. xvi.
13). In further illustration of the loose views of the Bible now
prevalent, we cull an extract from a letter lately received from a
young lady, a university student. She says, "Miss - - and I read
according to the Bible and Prayer Union. So we are in Jeremiah,
and it is rather difficult, because she will not believe that a GOD of
love could ever pronounce such woes against His Own creatures,
and therefore she says that Jeremiah can't have been inspired,
and that it was just his own crude conception of GOD! We have
advanced tremendously beyond that, etc.". Our correspondent, of
course, rejects such awful teaching about the prophetic Scriptures,
but what she writes is just one illustration of modern teaching on
the Bible-teaching to which young Christian students are exposed
and by which the very foundations of their faith are being undermined. Unless we are steadfast, we are in danger of being like
children, "tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive" (Ephes. iv. 14).
One of the great truths which Evangelicals have held in the past
is the total corruption or depravity of human nature. They
believed and taught what they felt was the Bible doctrine of the
Fall. Recently we read an extract from One and All, the organ
of the Adult School Union. The leading article for the March
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issue (1920) has these words about human nature: "We do not
believe that human nature is essentially false and wicked; we
believe that the truest thing about it is that it is fundamentally
true and noble". The Word of GOD, however, says, "The heart
is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9).
Another illustration of the moving away fro.m the old truths is
given in a professedly Protestant monthly for May, 1920. A
writer there says, "The Evangelical party has abandoned many
theories to which it for a long time persistently adhered, but which
it has now abandoned. 'Substitution' was one of them". The
writer agrees with this abandonment of the doctrine of Substitution
in relation to our LORD'S sacrifice on the cross. But how appalling
to read that any who profess to be Evangelical should have
abandoned the blessed and comforting truth that CHRIST as the
Surety of the everlasting Covenant suffered in the room and in the
stead of His people. For ourselves, we glory in the truth that
the SON OF MAN came not to be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give His life a ransom for (literally, instead of) many"
(Matt. xx. 28). These and many other departures from the faith
are indeed saddening, but they only demonstrate the truth of that
Word whose inspiration is being denied. For our guidance in these
days of apostasy it is written, "Now the SPIRIT speaketh expressly,
that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils" (1 Tim. iv. 1).
In these days, then, the exhortation is needed, "Be ye steadfast,
unmovable" . The Greek for "steadfast" comes from a word
which means seat, chair. Hence its first meaning is sitting,
sedentary, then firm, immovable, steadfast. The LORD'S people
need to be sedentary in regard to the truth of GOD. They need to
be firm, unmovable, and steadfast in their adherence to it. They
need to stand fast in the truth of GOD'S eternal and electing love
to His people. They need to stand fast in the truth of His redeeming love for His people. They need to stand fast in the truths of
effectual calling, regeneration, adoption, final preservation, and
eternal glorification. They need to hold fast the form of sound
words revealed in the Scriptures and "earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3).
This steadfastness ean only be in the Lord, in union with Him
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and by His enabling grace. "Therefore, my brethren, dearly
beloved and longed for . . . so stand fast in the LORD, my dearly
beloved" (Phi!. iv. 1). Remember that He only can keep you
steadfast, He only can enable you to stand firm against the overwhelming current of apostasy from the old revealed truths. Seek
then to " stand fas~ in one spirit (the power of the HOLY SPIRIT),
striving together for the faith of the Gospel; and in nothing terrified
by your adversaries" (Phi!. i. 27, 28). Nothing is more cheering to
faithful ministers and pastors than to see that the members of their
congregations are standing fast. With the great apostle to the
Gentiles they will then say, "Now we live, if ye stand fast in the
LORD" (1 Thess. iii. 8).
2. Secondly, let us observe that the Lord's people need to abound
in His work.
Steadfastness in the faith does not mean idleness in regard to its
propagation. Along with a firm and tenacious grasping of the
truth, and an uncompromising holding fast thereto, there is to be
an abounding in the work of the LORD. The LORD'S people are
put in trust with the faith of the Gospel, and they are to preach
it to every creature. This does not mean that all are to be public
preachers, but it does' mean that all believers are to have some
share in propagating the great and eternal truths of GOD'S living
and abiding Word. In other words, they are to abound in the
work of the LORD. When the Apostle Paul was at Antioch he
and Barnabas were separated "for the work" whereunto the
HOLY GHOST had called them. That work was the preaching of
the Gospel (Acts xiii. 2; xiv. 26). In this work the Apostle Paul
abounded. He could say, "His grace which was bestowed upon
me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they
all: yet not I, but the grace of GOD which was with me. Therefore
whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye believed" (1 Cor.
xv. 10, 11). Now though all are not called to be public preachers
of the Word, it is evident that all believers are to abound in some
way in the work of the LORD. Christian parents have a work to
do amongst their children. They should teach Gospel truths to
their offspring. Of course, they should teach them in a simple
and intelligible way, praying that the LORD may open their young
hearts to receive with meekness the engrafted Word.
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Many children do not possess Christian parents. They need
therefore to be tllught in Sunday School. Here is another opportunity for abounding in the work of the LORD. Many people
never come under the sound of the Word. What a help to a pastor
if all his congregation would be enthusiastic in encouraging their
neighbours to come to the LoRD's-day Services. If we enjoy the
preached Vvord ourselves, should we not be zealous in encouraging
others to come to hear the Word of GOD. Then the LORD often
gives wayside opportunities to ordinary Christians for engaging in
His work. Think of our LORD at Jacob's well speaking to that
poor woman of Samaria, and let us seek to follow His example in
speaking to individuals of the well of water that springeth up
into everlasting life. We remember going with a friend, who was
visiting Bath, into a post office in a suburb of that beautiful city,
and we were impressed with the way in which that godly gentleman
managed to say a word in season to the post mistress. It requires
courage, tact, zeal, and grace to bear testimony to GOD'S precious
truth, but it is only thus we can abound in the LORD'S work.
Obviously all believers should be keenly interested in the LORD'S
work at home and abroad, and they should liberally use their
means to spread abroad the knowledge of divine truth. Moreover,
they should constantly pray for GOD'S sent ministers that the Word
of the LORD may have free course and be glorified. The circulation
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is another form of the LORD'S work. If
we believe that the Magazine is true to the great doctrines of
salvation by grace, let us do what we can to increase its circulation
in every corner of the earth, and let us support this important
work by regular contributions, seeing that the Magazine is published
very considerably below the cost price. Let us "do the work of
an evangelist" (2 Tim. iv. 5) by sending copies of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE to ministers and missionaries, to invalids who are shut
off from the means of grace, and to friends. Do not let us imagine
that the doctrines of grace rightly and Scripturally understood are
incompatible with zeal and devotion in making known the truth
of GOD. These doctrines were held by the Apostle Paul, yet he
abounded in the LORD'S work. They were hel<;l by Calvin, yet his
labours were prodigious. They were held by Whitefield, Toplady,
Romaine, and Newton, yet who will say these men were not abun-
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dant in the work of the LORD? Read the lives of Robert and
J ames Haldane. They held fast to the doctrines pf grace, and yet
they abounded in the LORD'S work. James Haldane went all
over Scotland preaching to thousands in the open air the unsearchable riches of CHRIST. His book on the Atonement shows his
fidelity to. the faith. It is only those w.ho hold the doctrines of
grace who have a full Gospel to preach. Let us make it J..-nown
then. Let us be earnest in preaching a full, free, gratuitous, and
eternal salvation through the blood and righteousness of CHRIST
to sinners, assured that GOD will by that means save them that
believe and gather out His elect from all quarters of the globe.
The work of the LORD includes ministering to the saints. We
read of Dorcas that she "was full of good works and almsdeeds
which she did" (Acts ix. 36). In the Second Epistle to the
Corinthians the Apostle speaks of " the fellowship of the ministering
to the saints", and he says, "As ye abound in everything . . ..
see that ye abound in this grace also" (viii. 7). There are aged
saints, invalid saints, lonely saints, down-hearted saints, and poor
saints. They all need our ministry. They need our words and
letters of sympathy, our prayers, and it may be our means. They
need to be visited. "I was sick and ye visited Me" are words
which should stimulate us to engage in the work of ministering to
the saints. We should do good to all men, but "especially unto
them who are of the household of faith". The rich saints are to
be "rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate " (1 Tim. vi. 18). The poor saints at our own door should be
thought of, and others who are scattered abroad can be helped
through the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society which exists to receive
subscriptions for the express purpose of ministering to the aged
saints of GOD. Such work is noticed in heaven, "For GOD is not
unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have
showed toward His name, in that ye have ministered to the saints,
and do minister" (Heb. vi. 10).
The work of the LORD is not to be undertaken by fits and starts.
" Always abounding in the work of the LORD" are the works of
the inspired Apostle. We must not allow our business, our studies,
our domestic duties to crowd out the LORD'S work. The world,
of course, has no hearty interest in the work of the LORD, but the
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members of the Church of GDD should always abound therein.
Not the minister only, but all the people of GOD are to be workers.
Look at the list of workers in the sixteenth chapter of Romans. Phebe was "a succourer of many". Priscilla and Aquila were
" helpers". Tryphena and Tryphosa we are -told "labour in the
LORD", and "the beloved Persis laboured much in the LORD".
Do we speak of our inability to engage in the LORD'S work ~ The
answer to such an objection is, "GOD is able to make all grace
abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all
things, may abound to every good work" (2 Cor. ix. 8).
3. Lastly, the LorO:s people need to rest assured that their labour
will lwt be in vain in the Lord.
.
The public preaching of the Gospel, the private teaching of the
Word, the wayside sowing of the incorruptible seed will never be
in vain. How true this was in connection with the labours of the
Apostle Paul! "Our entrance in unto you . . . was not in
vain" (1 Thess ii. 1). Wherever he went GOD owned the ministry
of the Word. The results may vary in degree, but they are always
present more or less in the case of faithful, prayerful, persevering
testimony.
" They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth
and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him" (Psa. cxxvi. 5, 6).
GDD has purposed that His Word shall not return unto Him void,
and that it shall accomplish that which He pleases, and who can
frustrate His gracious purposes~ CHRIST's sheep shall hear His
Voice. The divine and holy SIN-BEARER shall see of the travail
of His soul and be satisfied. His elect shall be called out, justified
and glorified. "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast,
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the LORD, forasmuch
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord". Now may
the GOD OF PEACE make us perfect in every good work to do His
will, working in us that which is well-pleasing in His sight, through
JESUS CHRIST; to Whom be glory for ever and ever. (See Heb.
xiii. 20, 21).
THE EDITOR,
The Vicarage, Whitington,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
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SPIRITUAL ASTRONOMY.
" He made the stars also" .-G ENESIS i. 16.

IN this brief sentence we have the only reference to the origin of the
stars in the Scripture account of the Creation. "He made the
stars also". How much is included in this brief statement will
appear if we call to mind a few facts about these heavenly bodies.
We are indebted to Sir Norman Lockyer's Primer of Astronomy for any of the astronomical facts here given.
The distance of the stal"S from the earth is a very impressive
fact. The sun is said to be about ninety-two and a half millions of
miles from the earth. " If a train going at the rate of thirty miles
an hour were to leave the earth on the first of January, 1885, it
would only reach the sun in the middle of the year 2223 ". That is,
it would take 338 years to get there. This gives us some idea of
the immense distance between us and the sun. Yet" the distance
of some of the nearest stars is more than 500,000 times the distance
of our sun". Moreover, the stars are "at a distance from each
other perhaps as great as that from our sun to the nearest star".
The siZfJ of the stars is another impressive fact. The sun, which
Sir Norman Lockyer says, is really the nearest star, is so large that
"It is 500 times larger than all the planets put together. If you
were to take nearly It millions of earths, and knead them into a ball,
you would then have a globe about as large as the sun". Yet Sir
Norman Lockyer says, "We have reason for believing that many
of them (the stars) ·are several hundred times larger than our sun"
(Primer of Astronomy, pp. 109, 117).
The number of the stars is another velT impressive fact. "There
are about 3000 stars from the first to the sixth magnitude visible
at once to the naked eye, and there are over 20,000,000 visible in
large telescopes". Of course, there are many of the heavenly
bodies which are invisible even with the aid of the strongest telescopes. The stars, therefore, are really innumerable. We are
unable to count their number. When, therefore, we read that
" He made the stars also", we need to think of their immense size,
their vast distance from us and from each other, and their countless
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number. It is only thus that we get some faint idea of all that is
included in this sublime though brief sentence. Truly we must say
with the Psalmist, "The heavens declare the glory of God; and
the firmament sheweth His handywork ". "When I consider Thy
heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which
Thou hast ordained; what is man, that Thou art mindful of him?
and the Son of Man, that Thou visitest him"? (Psa. viii. 2, 3;
:xix. 1). How small and insignificant we are in comparison with
the i=ensity of the universe of which we form a part. We have
preserved an article, which appeared in the Standard newspaper of
Nov. 19th, 1912, giving an account of an attempted numbering of the
stars at the Greenwich Observatory. The work had been begun in
March, 1911, and was expected to last till January, 1913. The
counting was being carried out by means of photography. Mr. S.
Chapman, who had charge of the work, explained how it was being
done. He said, "Of course, we are not counting each individual
star, that would take us a hundred years. We are counting
various areas of the sky which, in the aggregate, amount to onetenth of the total area, and then the amount will be multiplied by
ten. The counted areas have been selected on a system which
should yield a fair average, so that the final figure-probably a total
of something over fifty millions-will be approximately correct".
We give this quotation so that our readers may see that astronomers
do not pretend to be able to tell us exactly the number of the
heavenly bodies. They only speak of an approximately correct
number when they declare that there are over fifty millions of stars.
In reality, "the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the
sand of the sea measured" (Jer. xxxiii. 22). The statements of
scientists are often merely speculative and theoretical, and we need
to beware of receiving theories which are contrary to Scripture. We
may, however, profitably make use of the general facts of astronomy.
That is what we are seeking to do in this article.
J ow, the sun is evidently a symbol of Christ.
As the sun is the
source of light to the natural world, Christ is the Source of light to
all His Spirit-taught people. Christ says, "I am the light of the
world" (John viii. 12). The moon may be taken as a symbol of the
Church in her corporate capacity. The moon is the reflector of the
sun. She shines with a borrowed light. So the Church is called
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" the light of the world" (Matt. v. 14), because she reflects the light
of "the Sun of righteousness".
But what about the stars ~ These may be taken as symbols of
individual believers. We have Scriptural warrant for this. The
Lord said to Abram, "Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars,
if thou be able to number them: and He said unto him, So shall
thy seed be" (Gen. xv. 5). The seed of Abraham includes not
merely his natural seed, but all who walk in the steps of Abraham's
faith. "They which are of faith, the same are the children of
Abraham ". "If ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed and
heirs according to the promise" (Gal. iii. 7,29). -Thus the stars of
heaven remind us of the innumeraQle spiritual seed of Abraham.
From Abraham there sprang a seed, a multitude of believers, "so
many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is
by the sea shore innumerable" (Heb. xi. 12). Let us think, then,
of the stars as symbolizing believers.
1. They set forth the origin of God's believing people.
The stars owe their existence to God. " He made the stars
also". "In six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them is" (Exod. xx. 11). Why does the psalmist
call upon the sun and moon and the stars to praise the Lord? He
answers, "Let them praise the name of the Lord: for He commanded, and they were created. He hath also established them
for ever and ever; He hath made a decree which shall not pass"
(Psa. cxlviii. 3-6). Addison well says"The spacious firmament on high,
With all the blue ethereal sky,
And spangled heavens, a shining frame,
Their great Original proclaim.
The unwearied sun, from day to day,
Does his Creator's power display,
And publishes to every land
The work of an Almighty hand".

'
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, In reference to all the heavenly bodies he goes on to say"In reason's ear they all rejoice,
And utter forth a glorious voice,
For ever singing, as they s h i n e , "
'The Hand that made us is Divine! ' "
As the starry heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament
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showeth His handywork, so all the chosen people of God bring glory
not to themselves but to His great and holy name. Taught by the
Holy Ghost they acknowledge that God hath predestinated them
"unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His
grace" (Ephes. i. 5). They rightly say, "It is He that hath made
us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His
pasture" (Psa. c. 3). They owe their natural life to Him, but
more than that, they owe their spiritual being to His creative
power. "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature". He has
a new heart and a new spirit. He has put on the new man. He
has been born again. And who is the author of this new heart and
this new nature? It is He Who made the stars. He says, " A new
heart also will I give you, and a new Spirit will I put within you"
(Ezek. xxxvi. 26). It follows that all believers, all real Christians,
all the manifested and chosen people of God, "are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that they should walk in them" (Eph. ii. 10).
When, therefore, the children of God go forth on a clear night, and
behold the star-spangled heavens, let them remember that it was
their Father's hand of power that made those brilliant lights. Let·
them also adoringly remember that the same hand of mercy, grace,
and power created them new creatures in Christ, and that it is by
the grace of God that they are what they are. "He made the
stars", and" we are His workmanship". Let us give all the glory
to Him.
" All that I was, my sin, my guilt,
My death, was all my own:
All that I am I owe to Thee,
My gracious God alone".
2. The stars set forth the number of God's believing people. The
starry heavens are meant to be looked at. How beautiful is the
record given in Genesis concerning Abraham. God, 'Who made the
stars, "brought him forth abroad". He took him out for a walk,
so to speak, one starry night. Then He said to him, "Look now
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them".
Try to count them if thou canst. Abraham, doubtless, knew and
felt that the task was beyond human power. Then God said, " So
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shall thy seed be". Later on, God confirmed this promise by an
oath. "By Myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, . . . that in
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed
as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea
shore" (Gen. xv. 5; xxii. 16, 17). The devil is therefere not going
to have things all his own way. In spite of all his efforts the number
of the saved will be too many for man to count. They will be like
the host of heaven which cannot be numbered by human power. It
is true that few enter the narrow gate in this dispensation. It is
true that there are comparatively few ,vith whom God's people can
happily converse on spiritual topics. The flock of Christ in any
given place is few in number. But eventually" a great multitude,
which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and
people, and tongues", shall stand before the throne, and before the
Lamb, washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. Blessed
be God that His elect people are so great a multitude that no man
can number them. But the Lord can number them. "He telleth
the numher of the stars,. He calleth them all by their names". " Lift up
your eyes on high, and behold Who hath created these things, that
bringeth out their host by number: He calleth them all by names
by the greatness of His might, for that He is strong in power" (Psa.
cxlvii. 4; Isa. xl. 26). Moreover, He Who counteth the stars
knoweth the number of His people. Even the very hairs of their
head are all numbered. He knoweth them that trust in Him. All
His sheep have been given to Christ, and their names are written in
heaven in the Lamb's book of life. There is no danger, then, of
even one of the Lord's children being forgotten.
3. The stars set forth the peculiarities of Gaits believing people.
The stars vary in size, brightness, and colour. "Stars are classed
in magnitudes according to their order of brightness, the brightest
being said to be of the first magnitude, the next of the second
magnitude, down to the fifteenth and sixteenth, which require the
most powerful telescope to view them. The faintest star visible on
a dark night is of about the sixth magnitude. After what has been
said you must not think that magnitude means real size, as a large
star may be far away, and so be classed so far as brightness goes
with a smaller one nearer to us " (Astronomy Primer, p. 117).
There can be no doubt that the magnitude of spiritual brightness
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in some of God's children is greater than in others. Our Lord bore
beautiful testimony to the spiritual brightness of John the Baptist.
He said of him, "He W'lS a burning and a shining light" (John v. 35).
The brilliance of his shining was so great that the Evangelist John
said, "The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light".
Then, realizing how brightly John the Baptist himself shone, the
Evangelist felt it necessary to add, " He was not that Light, but was
sent to bear witness of that Light" (John i. 6-8). The more closely
we walk in the presence of Him Who is light and in Whom is no
darkness at all, the more shall we reflect His light before men.
When Moses came down from Mount Sinai from converse with
J ehovah he "wist not that the skin of his face shone while he
talked with Him." But" when Aaron and all the children of
Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone; and they
were afraid of him" (Exod. xxxiv. 29, 30). It should be the desire
and aim of the Lord's family that they shine brilliantly in the
midst of a dark world. Men do not light a candle and put it
under a bushel, but on a candlestick, that it may give light to all
that are in the house; and our Lord says to His people, "Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father Which is in heaven" (Matt. v. 14-16). We
must not be ashamed to shine as spiritual luminaries. It is no
credit to us if we do shine, for we are only" light in the Lord", not
in ourselves. The light of truth and holiness which the Lord
enables us to exhibit is beneficial to those around us, and when it
penetrates the dark hearts of men, they are ready to glorify God for
dispersing the darkness in which they were shrouded. The more
brightly the Lord's people shine, the more will they be unconscious
of their brightness, as Moses was when he " wist not that the skin of
his face shone".
"The colours of the stars are various, some being white, others
oiange, red, green, and blue. For instance, Sirius is white, Arcturus
yellow, Betelgeuse red. The difference in colour indicates difference in temperature and constitution. The whitest stars are the
hottest, the blood-red stars are much cooler than our sun"
(Astronomy Primer, p. HS). In like manner there are differences amongst God's people in the degree of their spiritual warmth,
heat and fiery zeal. The Lord commended Phinehas "because he
32
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was zealous for his ,God" (Num. xxv. 11, 13). Christ was full of
burning zeal for His Father's house. One of the objects for which
he gave Himself for His people was that they might be " zealous of
good works". Lukewarmness is hateful to Him. He says, "I
would thou wert cold or hot". We need to be clad with burning
zeal for the cause and truth of God.
4. The stars set forth the functions of God's believing people.
The stars have their proper functions. They are set in the
heavens in the position which God, Who made them, designed
them to occupy. Moses speaks of "the sun, and the moon, and
the stars . . . which the Lord thy God hath divided unt<J all
nations under the whole heaven" (Deut. iv. 19). They are there
in the heavens for the benefit of all. the nations under the whole
heaven. They are to shine and to give light by night. The Lord
" giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon
and of the stars for a light by night" (Jer. x.:"xi. 35). The Lord's
people are scattered all over the spiritual firmament. They are
found all over the world and ar.e visibly shining wherever God has
placed them. They should be content to shine where He has put
them. They are to shine out amid the spiritual darkness in which
the world is enveloped. The present dispensation is called "the
night" in contrast to the coming Day, and during this period of
darkness God's people are intended to shine as lights, and thus
declare the glory of God and demonstrate His handiwork.
5. Lastly, the stars set forth the future 1'esurrection glory of God's
believing people.
" There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon,
and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another
star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown
in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: it is sown in dishonour ;
it is raised in glory" (1 Cor. xv. 41-43). As the stars differ from
one another in glory so our present bodies differ from our resurrection bodies. The present body is sown in dishonour, but it will be
raised in glory, and all the righteous shall " shine forth as the sun
in the kingdom of their Father" (Matt. xiii. 43). Thus the glory
of the heavenly bodies reminds us of the future and eternal glory
of the Lord's redeemed people. Moreover," They that turn many
to righteousness shall shine as the stars for ever and ever" (Dan.
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xii. 3).

In solemn contrast to God's people we read of "ungodly
men" who are described as " wandering stars, to whom is reserved
the blackness of darkness for ever" (Jude 4, 13). If, however, we,
be among Abraham's seed who are like the stars of heaven for multi.
tude, then we are heirs according to the promise, heirs of that
eternal glory to which the God of all grace hath in mercy called His
people by Christ Jesus. Believing readers, ye who are set in the
spiritual firmament, when you look toward heaven and behold the
stars, remember that you are God's workmanship, that you belong
to an innumerable company, that it is your office to shine during the
present darkness, and that ultimately you shall shine forth as the
sun in the kingdom of Him Who" made the stars also".
THE EDITOR.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thornas Houghton. )

GOODNESS AND :lrIERCY.
A LETTER FROM DR. DOUDNEY.
DEAR MR. WILEMAN,-I am thankful that you have been cheered and
comforted in the perusal of " Retracings and Renewings."
Ah! my brother, the very stones in the street might well cry out,
if I did not at least attempt to speak well of His blessed and everadorable Name. When you pass and repass the corner of Bouverie
Street, look across to the entrance to Bolt Court, and there see my lai;e
dear brother-in-law accompanying me just as I was about to enter
upon my first scene in London life,-a compositor at Mills and CO.'5.
In a court hard by, witness the fact referred to in my book, under date
(I think) June, 1832. I began my married life at 73, Fleet Street.
Oh! when I look back, how I take shame, shame, shame to myself
that I should ever cherish an unbelieving thought or ungrateful feeling.
It is this that constitutes me the basest of sinners. Such indulgences
have I had, and such marvellous displays of mercy, goodness, and love,
that I dispute the point with the apostle as to his being the chief of
smners.

Cheer up,' dear brother! The Lord' will appear for you. Be it
yours, in the exercise of His own grace and power, to leave matters
entirely with Him. Stir not hand nor foot. "The battle is not yours,
but the Lord's". "Stand ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord".
Affectionately yours in Jesus,
Bedminster, February 23rd, 1881.

D. A. DOUDNEY.
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llJilgtim 18apers;.
WELLSPRINGS.
" Then said Abishai the son 0/ Zemiah unto the king, Why should this
dead dog curse my lord the king? let me go aver, I pray thee, and take
off his head.
" And the king said, What have I to do with you, ye sons 0/ Zeruiah?
so let him curse, because the Lord hath said unto him, Curse David.
Who shall then say, Where/ore hast thou done so? And David said
to Abishai, and to all his servants, Behold, my son, which came forth·
0/ my bowels, seeketh my life: how much more may this Beniarnite
do it? let hirn alone, and let hirn curse; /or the Lord hath bidden
him.
" It may be that the Lord will look on mine af/lictian and that the £Ora
will requite me good for his cursing this day ".-2 SAMUEL xvi. 9-12.
DAVID the king had ascended to the top of the mount where he
worshipped God, we are told in the previous chapter, and where" he
wept as he went up and had his head covered and he went barefoot;
and all the people that was with him, covered every man his head,
and they weut up, weeping as they went up". The prayer on Mount
Olivet that day which was rung from the king's heart was, " 0 Lord,
I pray thee turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness". And
David prevails upon Hushai the Archite to "return to the city and
say unto Absalom, I will be thy servant, 0 king; as I have been thy
father's servant hitherto, so will I now also be thy servant; then
mayest thou for me defeat the counsel of Ahithophel ". And the king
prevails upon his devoted Hushai to return to Jerusalem and seek the'
ears of the priests Zadok and Abiathar, that through their two sons
they should send unto David eVel-y1;hing that they could hear of the
treacherous Absalom's wicked conspiracy against his own father the
king.
David has worshipped and poured out his complaint unto his God,
and now he is " a little past the top of the hill ", and after meeting
with Ziba's false suggestions and deceptions, he is passing on to
Bahurinl, and" behold, thence came out a man of the family of the
house of Saul, whose name was Shimei, the son of Gem: he came forth,
and cursed still as he came". This Shimei was of the house of Saul,
and he chose this time to heap such gross indignities upon king David,
just as he was leaving Jerusalem upon Ahsalom's revolt. "He cursed
me with a grievous curse in the day that I went to Mahanaim", tells
how deeply it entered into David's soul.
Furthermore" he cast stones at David" and" cursed him ", aud
charged him with being a "man of Belial " and "a bloody mau".
The mention of the term "children of Belial" in Deut. xiii. 12 is
interpreted naughty men, and some sadly reproachful instances of such
are cited iu reference. So that this wicked Shimei was not lacking ilL
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all his opprobriums against poor David, adding to his sorrow and
dejection, for well we know what David was conscious of, and how his
sin had laid as a load intolerable. "When I kept silence ", he said,
" my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. For day
and night Thy hand was heavy upon me, and my moisture is turned
mto the drought of snmmer. I acknowledge my sin unto Thee, and
mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions
unto the Lord, and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin ".
And the time of finding, the blessedness of the man whose iniquity
had been forgiven and whose sin was covered: blotted out and forever
divinely forgotten, had been the restoring portion of the man of God.
How had it left him ~ What was his attitude after forgiveness, and
the freeness of love was again renewed and liberty was once again
enjoyed 1 Does it find such an one as it did David, humbled, contrite,
walking tenderly, softly, watchfully, thankfully 1 "Let him curse"
is the king's reply to Abishai, "Let him alone, let him curse, for the
Lord hath bidden him ". Recognizing" it is the Lord, let Him do
what seemeth Him good", David is ready to forgive Shimei when he
seeks his forgiveness. "Shall not Shimei be put to death because he
cursed the Lord's anointed 1" But the king replies, " Thou shalt not
die. And the king sware unto him". Howbeit David gave his son
Solomon warning when on his deathbed and charged him, "Hold not
him guiltless ", and Shimei, violating King Solomon's command
forbidding him to leave Jerusalem on pain of death, suffered the
threatened penalty.
On David's part what a blessed fruit of the Spirit was found in godly
sorrow for sin. On the part of every convinced, returning, penitent
sinner what a lovely sight in his heavenly Father's eyes are those tears
of godly contrition! Such tears are in His bottle and noted in His
book. The language of the forgiven, pardoned, reconciled soul is,
"It is the Lord, let Him do what seemeth Him good ". It is the
abandonment upon the Almighty Friend Whose chastening has been
dealt with a Master hand-none equal to its fatherly tenderness and
yearning love.
And there is hope in the heart of the exercised and persecuted sonl.
" It may be that the Lord will look on mine affliction (or tears, margin)
and that the Lord will requite me good for his cursing this day".
That is the place of hope in all the living family in Zion. Said Leah,
who was hated by her sister, " Surely the Lord hath looked upon mine
affliction ", as she bare Simeon unto Jacob. Hannah likewise also
had hope that the Lord would thus deal in His tellder coml".ssiun unto
her as she said, " 0 Lord of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look upon the
affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine
handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will
give him unto the Lord all the days of his life ", and the Lord fulfilled
her petition and remembered His handmaid in mercy. And David
had likewise prayed, "Look upon mine affliction and my pain, and
iorgive all my sins". The" affliction" and" pain" were not physical.
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It was the burden intolerable, the load of sin which made him thus
cryout.
He can well leave all to the Lord to requite his enemy. He can well
leave it with his Burden-bearer, his Kinsman, his Brother born for
adversity, his Deliverer, to find a way for his escape. The Lord will
requite judgment to the enemies of His dear people. "He that
toucheth you, toucheth the apple of Mine eye", He says, and meanwhile, while the enemy is doing his best to hurt and harm, the Lord
is making those very things all "work together for good" for His
exercised child, so that with Joseph we so constantly prove, "Ye
meant it unto evil, but God meant it unto good". Yes, the Lord
solemnly declares of His enemies, "I will repay them to the face"
who seek to injure His people, whilst they are kept from all evil.
Maybe the dreaded and threatened evil shall not" happen unto the·
just", and they are preserved as David was, whithersoever they go.
" And the king and all the people that were with him, came weary,
and refreshed themselves there". Yes it was there and under such
circumstances that it was possible for David to refresh himself. Is it
not a true and happy experience, dear child of God, that" they that
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength ", and that the place
so memorable for our deepest afflictions and direst straits ·is likewise
made memorable for the Lord's delivering mercies and gracious
revelations 1 So that we can submit all our ways unto our God and
even say, "Let them curse, but bless Thou", not that that frame is
always nor even often the case with us. It is the blessed attainment
and confidence of faith. It is a most blessed and enviable spot for
any believer to rest in, even the absolute and unerring will of their
God; to see Him in all that befalls us; to believe that He is as
much for us when clouds and sorrows press us sore, when afflictions
follow fast on one another, when the circumstances of our lives turn
out to be so different and contrary to anything we hoped for. To be
still and murmur not at His righteous ordinations, nor fret and chafe
against His leadings and dealings with us; and to be confidently
assured that He, seeing what we do not see, knows what we need of
discipline, correction, humbling, proving, and in the "afterward" of
long exercise gives us to rejoice in "the peaceful frnits of righteousness". Oh may faith say within your and 'my heart, child of God, if
adverse winds are blowing and we are with weary and heavy laden
spirits, " toiling in rowing", let the enemy curse, let him do his worst,
the Lord is at hand, He stands beside His servant, and while the
enemy may curse, the Lord is sure to bless. Over against our greatest
ill, He has His more tender good. Over against our flickering embers
He has the oil of grace to pour upon them; for our hitter, His sweet.
The Lord of hosts is with us. Our feelings must give place, and faith
must overcome at last. All the counsel of men against us cannot overthrow the purpose of our God for us. Yea, the Royal challenge is ours
to take up in the voice of final victory. "What shall we then say to
these things 1 If God be for us, who can be against us 1 . . . Who
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shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect 1 It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth 1 It is Christ that died, yea rather,
that is risen again, Who is even at the right hand of God, Who also
maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ 1 Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword 1 As it is written, For Thy sake we are
killed all the day long: we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him
that loved us ". So that beloved, you who are passing through some
fiery trial, some deep waters of afHiction, some sorrow too deep for
human ministry, something that wrings from you an exceeding bitter
cry and tells you there is only One Who can help, relieve, and deliver,
in all these circumstances may your soul be encouraged to wait only
upon your God, and presently you will assuredly see Him, in His own
appointed time and way, arise for your deliverance, and turn your
captivity. As His servant Nehemiah, you will be able to say, "Our
God turned the curse into a blessing".
In looking back over life's chequered history, how wonderful the
revelation will be of what He did for us, and how He wrought
wondrously in each spot that seemed to us so inextricable, so insurmountable and so crushing. The God of Israel is the same God to
Israel to-day, and as surely as He made a way in the tractless waste
for His people to tread their wilderness journey, as surely as He made
a path in the deep waters for His ransomed to pass over; as surely
as He brought them out of Egypt and led, and fed, and preserved them
all the way to the Promised Land, so He is doing to-day, and we shall
none of us fail our portion, nor lack our God. Succour, comfort, aid
are divinely His to bestow, and presently full and complete deliverances, in which the child of God shall be compassed about_ It will be
as though He couldn't show the joy of His heart sufficiently in deliveriug. He must surround and encompass us, and give the delivered soul
to triumphantly sing, "He that is our God is the God of salvation;
and unto the Lord our God belong the issues of death " .
.. Stand still and see the mighty feats,
That God's own Arm can do;
He'll hurl the mighty from their seats,
And His salvation show.
"On every side, from every foe,

He'll shield and succour thee;
Shall Satan, sin, and hell o'erthrow;
And thou shalt stand and see."
R.

HIS (Christ's) Person-He is God and yet He stoops to be made
man. He is man and yet He continues to be God for ever. Withdraw
the Godhead and His blood cannot atone. Withdraw the manhood
and no blood remains: The union gives a Saviour able, and a Saviour
rneet.- Dean Law.
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ELIHU'S QUESTION.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY MR. JOHN E. HAZELTON AT STREATLEY
HALL, LONDON, ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 1ST, 1909.
~

" Should it be accO'Tding to thy mind 1 "-JOB xxxiv. 33.

THE whole verse reads: "Should it be according to thy mind 1 he
will recompense it, whether thou refuse, or whether thou choose; and
not I: therefore speak what thou knowest". But we will seek to
confine our attention to the first clause. They are the words of Elihu
to Job, "Should it be according to thy mind 1 "
When we read the book of Job the pathetic central figure pretty
well absorbs our attention. Our hearts thrill as we gaze upon him.
The Book opens and we see that man of God sitting in the midst of
the calm and the cloudless day of prosperity; a rich man; an influential mau; a God-fearing man; a man singularly happy evidently
in his domestic relations. And at eventide that same day, a desolate
dwelling! A rich man made poor! A father, absolutely childless !
A God-fearing man on whom the enemy seemed to have wrought
pretty well all his will. Then, succeeding that first chapter, we have
alternations in the experience of Job of darkness and light--darkness
that might be felt; light that came £Tom God out of heaven. We see
the fearful conflict between the unbelief of his heart and the faith of
God's elect of which he, by grace, was made a partaker. We see Job
brought at last to acknowledge that God had a perfect right to do
with him and his as it pleased Him. The fierce winds of adversity
blow, and Job is like a tree shaken by those winds; a complete
tornado of trial presses upon him, but like all sanctified trial, that
very hurricane of trial caused him to WIap his roots closer around the
Rock of Etemal Ages, and from the heart of that dear man sprang
one of the most wonderful utterances in the whole of the Word of God,
" But though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him". And so we have
in Job a wonderful object lesson of the blessed truth that the just shall
live by faith. How are we kept amidst life's trials 1 "By the
mighty power of God". Through what instrumentality 1 Through
the instrumentality of faith, "Kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation". Then our faith is the instrument by which
we are kept. Yes, but above and beyond all that is the Keeper of
our faith, the Lord Jesus Cbrist wllo prayeth for all Ris people in
life's bitterest sorrows, that their faith fail not.
Here is one of the questions that was asked by one of Job's friends,
not by one of the three, but by the youngest of all, Elihu.
The
questions of the Book of Job are not the least instructive part of this
wonderful portion of God's Word. Questions asked by God;
questions asked by Satan; questions asked by Job, and questions
asked by his four friends. Out of the Old World and from the centuries
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behind us come those questions, but how each question pierces to·day
to the very heart of things, and how many replies voice the yearnings
and experiences of God's dear people as they face sorrow, change,
pain, and death.
Here is one question put by the Lord: "Wilt thou condemn Me,
that thou mayest be righteous ~" (Job xl. 8), and Job could not
answer that..
Here is Satan's question: "Doth Job fear God for nought 1 "
(Job' i. 9) and Satan received his answer. Here is Job's question,
" How shall a man be just with God 1" Each question is asked and
answered by words full of peace and rest.
But to come to our text; it is a question asked by Elihu, and what
is the meaning of the word Elihu ~ It was the name of the youngest
of those five men. Elihu is a proper name, signifying God is Jehovah,
and in him we see a man of God inspired by the Holy Spirit as a
divinely commissioned messenger between God and Job. God sent
Elihu with divine messages to His servant Job, and I take it, whilst
not regarding Elihu exactly as a type of the Lord Jesus Christ, he
certainly shadows forth the Lord Jesus in many things that he says
to Job.
What had Job been asserting 1 Certain things which Elihu was
commissioned to meet. He was sent in love and mercy to reason
with poor Job. Job had been complaining that God did not answer
his prayers. Have you ever complained like that 1 I have again and
again. Elihn took that up (read it when you get leisure); he reminded
Job that God speaks in many ways, and answers His people in many
ways, and He appears to them in ways that they do not expect. Job
undoubtedly charges God with injustice, with inflicting wrong upon
him; and see how beautifully Elihu vindicates the power, wisdom,
love, and grace of God. Job complains that God's providences are
unsearchable, and when I say Job, we read our names there, do we
not! He complains that God's providences are unsearchable, and
he chafes under them, and so Elihu replies and answers Job. Then
God speaks at last. He speaks to Job out of the whirlwind. What is
the end of it all 1 Job says, "I have heard of Thee by the hearing
of the ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee" (Job xlii. 5).
Let us now look at this question: "Should it be according to thy
mind 1" First of all a fact is implied; secondly, the true reply to
this question is a negative one; thirdly, there is the response which
we are enabled to make to it when God raises up faith in active
exercise in our hearts.
First of all there is the fact implied, " Should it be according to thy
mind 1" The fact is that things ·are not according to our mind.
What things 1 Pretty well all things in relation to God's Providence.
Now I would put it in this way. No child of God here has all he
wishes; no sister here has exactly what she wishes. Many of us,
most of us, all of us have a great deal in our lives and in our lots that
are crooks; they are very crooked things. "Should it be according
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to thy mind ~" Can you make straight what God has made crooked,
and what He, in His lovingkindness and tender mercy has brought
into your life, and brought into mine. Here are the things; we
deprecate them; we put them away as it were with our hands; we·
object to them; we strive against them. Between you and these
things there is continual collision, and where there is collision there is
heat and wasting and pain. Should these things be according to your
mind ~ Job wanted everything according to his mind, and so do
you and 1. That bitter pang, that tearing up of ' your hopes by the
roots; that unsuspected heritage of penury, are these things according
to your mind ~ The sick bed of anguish upon which you see those
near and dear to you, or that you may occupy yourself; that crushing
bereavement, that particular thing in your business or elsewhere, are
these things according to your mind ~ Should they be ~ That is
what God says here by the Holy Ghost, should they be according to
your mind ~ See how this question comes right home to ns on this
the first Lord's Day in August, 1909. More than two thonsand years
ago this question was asked, and the heart is the same as ever with
regard to the things by which God's people are surrounded. "Should
they be according to our mind ~" 1 should like them to be, and so
would you, but God the Holy Ghost says here, " Should they be ~ "
What is the result of these things that are not according to our mind ~
We toil, oh, how we toil. The disciples before the Lord spake the
word of peace, were "toiling in rowing", rowiug against the wind
and waves; "toiling in rowing", and so we toil against these things.
We fret and fume. God casts these things down and we attempt to
rebuild them, and if 1 may speak for others, 1 am continually, in my
folly and unbelief, attempting to rebuild what God has cast down.
That building is not according to God's mind, and therefore He has
brought it down. 1 know it was in accordance with your mind, and
you were fitting it together according to your own will and pleasure.
Vain regrets we indulge in for that which is lost. Almost! Quite
is it ~ Almost there is a sense of injury in our hearts that things are
not according to our mind, that they do not take the shape that we
\vant them 'to take; that they refuse to answer to the moulding which
our hands would bring about in relation to the affairs of our lives.
We are just baffled, and when we feel baffled we get awfully rebellious,
jnst like Job who said (1 leave it to your consciences whether you have
indulged the secret thought; Job had it out in words), "Thou art
become cruel to me ". That is what he said to God! What a merciful
God we have! He did not deal with Job accordingly. "Thou art
become cruel to me" because these things are not according to my
mind.
Let us turn for a moment in the direction in which God inspired
Elihu to arrest Job's attention. Job's faith, although it died down,
never died out. To Peter our Lord said, "I have prayed for thee
that thy faith fail not". It did fail, but the word in the original is
" die not out". "1 have prayed for thee that thy faith die not out".
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And so Job's faith died not out. What are these things that are not
according to our mind 1 They are according to the mind of our
Covenant-keeping God; they are according to the mind of Him Who
never inflicted one wrong on any of His dear children; they are
according to the mind of Him Who seeth the end from the beginning;
they are according to the mind of Him Who is the Executor of His
Father's will, and Whose heart is not only set upon the salvation, but the
guidance, of each of His dear people. They are according to the mind
of Him Who sitteth upon the throne, and He causes all things that
are not according to our mind to work together for the good of them
that love. God and who are the called according to His purpose. They
are according to the mind of Him of Whom it was affirmeij when on
earth, "He' doeth all things beautifully well" (Mark vii. 37). They
are according to the mind of Him Whose nature and Whose name
are Love. Oh, what a word this is for our faith! "What I do",
said the Lord elsewhere, " What I do thou knowest not now, but thou
shalt know hereafter". Should it then be according to our mind,
in this little span of life of ours, seventy, or eighty, or ninety years,.
but for most of us less than seventy 1 Eternity is conling, and in this
little bit of Eternity (for we are in Eternity now; Time is a part of
Eternity) "should it be according to our mind" when we are loved
with a love that streams from a past Eternity; with a love that reaches
to an Eternity yet to come. "He maketh the clouds His chariot",
and every cloudy chariot moves upon the axle of everlasting love.
What is a cloud 1 How do you feel when you enter a cloud 1
It is a mist; it is a dimness; it is a fog. You do not know which
way to go in a fog. The road with which you are most familiar becomes
one in which you quickly lose your way. In a fog things appear far
beyond their ordinary dimensions. Yon take a pathway which you
believe to be the road, and soon yOll are enveloped in a mystery.
What are all these clouds 1 The chariot of a Covenant-keeping God..
" He maketh the clouds His chariot". Where is God's throne 1 His
throne of grace, power, and mercy 1 In the middle of all those clouds r
" Clouds and darkness are round about His throne", but God is moving
on His undisturbed affairs. And what are the two charioteers that
draw the chariots of our Covenant-keeping God in Christ 1 " Mercy
and truth shall go before His face". Our Divine Saviour, the Lamb
Who died for us on Calvary, the" Lamb in the midst of the throne ,.
is moving on among His people in His cloudy chariots. ~Iercy (Oh
the mercy of our God in Christ-mercy and truth, mercy and faithfulness, faithfulness to His God, the faithfulness of the Covenant,
faithfulness to you and to me)-mercy and truth draw on these cloudy
chariots of our God and surround His throne. Here then is the fact
implied,. that things are not according to our mind.
Once more in relation to the cloudiness of the dispensations of our
God. Where does the Lord say He will appear 1 "I will appear
in the cloud upon the mercy seat". You see everything here connected with the cloudy dispensations of our God, and His appearing.
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to His people is associated in type with the Covenant. The mercy
seat covered the Ark of the Covenant, representing the "Covenant
{)rdered in all things and sure", and in this Covenant are these things
which are not according to our mind. "I will appear in the cloud
upon the mercy seat ", in the density, in the gloom. The Lord Jehovah
in the midst of the cloud. But Lord, every door is shut; every hope
is cut off; things will never he the same to me again as they were!
There follows a mist and a weeping rain, and life is never the same
~gain. Lord, I come to Thee for help, for blessing, for mercy, for a
revelation afresh to my poor soul of Thy Covenant love to me in Christ
Jesus my Lord. Where can I turn with the shut doors 1 " I am cut
down like a tree", says Job. "I will appear "-there is no contingency
here--" I will appear in the cloud above the mercy seat". Oh, our
blessing is, dear friends, that our God in Christ rules from the mercy
seat. Our God in Christ mles on the hasis of His Covenant love
everything concerning you and me, and these things that are not and
cannot be, and ought not to be according to our mind, are all beiug
ruled by Him Who sitteth upon the throne, and when we reach the
other side--and perhaps it won't be long with some of us-when we
reach the other side, shall we not he able to say, "Just and true are
all Thy ways, Thou King of saints" 1
Secondly, the proper reply to make to this question is one emphatic~lly in the negative. "Should it be according to thy mind 1" No,
Lord; that is the reply of grace. "Yes"; that is the reply of sense
~nd reason.
Why is that negative reply the right one 1 First of all because our
knowledge is so limited. We are permitted to see a good deal more
than Job saw. Job was living just a day or an hour at a time, but
here in the Book of Job God has lifted the veil, and we see the whole
.thing from the beginning to the end. We see God's purposes; the
workings of God's love, the tender patience of God. It is all mapped
out before us here, but Job had not this Book. We, throngh this
revelation, see a great deal more than Job saw, and we see in Job an
object lesson to angels, and to men. Here we see that which illustrates the love, the faithfulness and patience of Job's Redeemer.
"I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the
latter day upon the earth". My Redeemer, not only in the sense of
ransoming Job with His precious blood, but my Vindicator, my glorious
Kinsman, my Friend! I know that He liveth. We see so little, dear
friends, compared with what God sees, and because we see so little,
co very little, things ought not to be, and cannot be according to our
mind. Dr. Livingstone wrote in his Diary in Central Africa, "We
see but small segments (cuttings, parts) of the mighty cycles (or circles)
of Providence, and we imagine they are failures. If we could see the
larger arc (the larger portion of the circle) we should often l'ejoice where
now we weep". That is true. God sees the whole; He guides that
wondrous wheel of providence, but we, with our limited knowledge,
~re able only just to see the present moment, not able to see two or
three minutes ahead.
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Once more in relation to this. Our lmowledge being so limited,
should we not seek for more grace that we may be restrained from
premature judgment. Present things, present troubles which are not
according to our mind, are vits.\ly united to future things. God
works as a whole-past, present, and future are one glorious chain.
Then how can you judge of present things until the future things
come 1 Should these present things be according to our mind 1
Are we to judge of the web before the pattern is fully formed 1 If
we had ,mr will we should say, Lord put in the fair colours in our lives
now. And if the web of our lives were left to us we should seek to do
this, and we should weave a web of sackcloth, with no use 01' beauty
discernible. One thread. There's no beauty tbere! One note of
music, it is but one. One wheel! More wheels than one are needed.
All the threads are needed for the pattern. With all the notes there
is the harmony. All the wheels moving, there are the great transactions of our God in providence. All parts will be adjusted presently;
not according to thy mind now, but according to His mind.
,. Blind nnbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain;

God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain".
Brothel', sister, can we not say this, "'Ve have known and believed
the love that God hath to us" 1 What a mercy if we are brought
to say that! "We have lmown and believed the love that
God hath to us". If that is true, "Should things be according
to our mind 1" "We have lmown and believed the love that God
hath to us" (1 John iv. 16) before all worlds in the "Covenant
ordered in all tbings and sure". He has loved with an everlasting
love. Bless God if He has brought us to be grounded npon Covenant
truth; there is no Gospel without. "We have lmown and believed
the love that God hath to us" in the Person of His dear Son before'
all worlds. "We have lmown and believed the love that God hath
to us" in sending His Eternal Son to tske into union with Himself
our nature, 'and in that nature to atone for our sins; to speak the
words of the everlasting Gospel to us. In that nature to enter into
heaven, there to appear in tbe presence of God for us. "We have
known and believed the love that God hath to us ". "Lord I believe,
help Thou mine unbelief ". "We have lmown and believed the love
that God hath to us". We cannot, we dare not, we would not deny it;
in sending this Holy Spirit into our hearts, quickening us from the
death of trespasses and of sins; warming these hearts that by nature
are cold and dead as the stones; revealing to the eyes of our faith the
beauty and preciousness of His own deal' Son; causing our hearts to·
be warmed from time to time with the Saviour's Name, and making
that Name as ointment that is poured forth. He has caused our,'
hearts, notwithstanding all our wicked rebelliousness, to say,
"Jesus, the very thought of Thee
With sweetness fills my breast."
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Oh, how great, how wonderful the love of the Spirit in coming into a
heart like yours and like mine!
"We have known and believed the love that God hath to us"
whereby we cry Abba Father, whereby Re has distinguished us from
many around. And yet when God steps into our lives, when Re
touches us in the tenderest place of all, we begin to doubt the love
that God hath to us. Oh, what a mass of contradiction we are! Oh
for grace to cry :11

I do not ask my cross to understand,

My way to see,
Better in darkness just to feel Thy Hand,
And follow Thee."
Our judgment, too, is so imperlect./ We not only do not see far,
but we do not see correctly. Not only so', but when we do see we
mistake the nature of what we see. What do you shrink from ~
Inconvenience, trouble, pain. What do you want ~ Life to be all
harvest, and the pathway to be ever smooth. What is the way trodden
by the footsteps of the flock ~ Across the sands we journey; among
the rocks we move. Now and then there is a green and a flowery
place, and then it is according to our mind. We do not want to move.
Like the disciples on the Mount of Transfiguration we cry, "Lord, let
us make three tabernacles". But that was not the Lord's way or
will. The cloud beckons on; the rough pathway has again to be
trodden. "Arise ye and depart, for this is not your rest; it is
polluted".
Take two illustrations. Look at Abraham in Ur of the Chaldees.
Do you think that Abraham would have chosen to leave the old homestead in Ur of the Chaldees, and the pasture lands that beloI!ged to his
family for ages ~ Go forth, said the Lord to Abraham, and the word
was with power, and he went forth not knowing whither he went.
What do we read, Abraham bought in the shape of land ~ God said,
"All the land is to belong to your descendants". But Abraham bought
some land! We only read that he bought one piece, and that was
for a grave. A pilgrim and a stranger was he. "Should it be according to thy mind ~" It was not according to Abraham's mind by
nature, but God gave him grace, and he went forward leaning upon his
Beloved.
Look at Joseph. Will you go as a slave to the Ishmeelites ~ Will
you be torn from your father ~ Jacob, will you part with Joseph ~
Never, never! Joseph would have shrunk from the slavery, the
sorrow, and the shame that awaited him in Egypt, but he was sold to
the Ishmeelites. Jacob had to give him up; Joseph was torn from
the embrace of a beloved father. What was it all for ~ Temporally,
at least, for the salvation of his father and brethren. See how our God
works with a never failing skill, and brings out of Ris mind those deep
and glorious designs which are so manifest in dear Joseph's lifepeace, joy, salvation, and glory. See the great and the wonderful
-issue of it all.
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Lastly, there is the prayerful response which we are enabled to
make as the Holy Spirit enables. Oh, how dependent we are upon
the Spirit, are we not, dear" friends 1 Oh, you should believe; you
should do this, that, and the other! How awfully empty all that talk
is! We want the Holy Spirit to call into exercise the faith He gives;
to fan the spark which He breathes into the soul. What is the will of
God concerning us 1 We are predestinated to be conformed to the
image of His Son. W"hat does that mean 1 To be made like unto
Christ. I am not like HirU now, but the beginnings of the work are
sure, and presently when we meet the Lord in the air we shall be
made absolutely-body, soul, and spirit-like unto Him. One feature
is this. Our Lord said, "Not My will, but Thine be done ", and so
we are predestinated to be conformed to the image of our Lord.' To
be spiritually minded is life and peace, and so the Lord brings us.
through our bereavements, sorrows, and trials to wait upon God, and
those who wait never wait in vain. We can testify to that. By the
Holy Spirit He brings good out of every carnal thought and sweetly
humbles us. Oh that the SpiJ:it of the Living God may reveal Ullto
us Jesus, our dying Saviour, our ever living Redeemer; Jesus in the
omnipotence of His love; Jesus in the omniscience of His \visdom;
Jesus the Fountain of faith, hope, and love. I will go out unto Him,
for He has said, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is
stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee". "Should it be
according to thy mind 1" No, Lord, no. Give me grace to give up
searching Thy providence with my candle, and just let me (and I
speak for you), just let me, like a tired child, rest on Thy heart of love,
and looking up to Thee say,
"Blest is my lot whate'er befall,
What can disturb it, who appal?
While as my Strength, my Rock, my ALL,
Saviour I cling to Thee".
"I know the thoughts ", says He, according to Whose Mind are
all our affairs, "I know the thoughts that I think towards you, saith
the Lord; thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you an expected
end" .
SOME FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS.
X.-8ANCTIFICATION.

JUDGING from my own experience, as well as from the testimony of
deeply·taught men of God, "most Christians have clearer views on the
doctrine of Justiiication than on that of Sanctiiication. May the Holy
Spirit be pleased to so rule my.thoughts, as I endeavour to write upon
this important subject, that I may keep close to His Word, and write
only that which He may use for the edification of His people.
And, first of all, it may be well to state what sanctiiication is not.
It is not an improvement of the old nature. If by "progressive
sanctiiication " it is meant that the old nature in the children of God
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grows better and better as they advance in the Christian course, we
say that this is contrary to Holy Scripture, and to the experience of
the saints. "That which is born of the flesh is flesh", and remains.
as it ever was. "It is not subject to the law of God, NEITHER INDEED
CAN BE " (Rom. viii. 7).
The child of God should, and does, grow in knowledge and in grace
(2 Pet. iii. 18), '\ But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ ". The same Apostle exhorts: "As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow
thereby" (1 Pet. ii. 2). But" the old man ", or "flesh" in him,
although it may be repressed by divine grace, remains "corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts" (Ephes. iv. 22); "sinful flesh"
(Rom. viii. 3); and if God's restraining grace is removed, manifests
itself in all its vileness.
A few years ago the writer met unexpectedly a servant of Christ,
whom he had long known, but had not seen for some time, and in
reply to a qnestion as to how he fared, this aged minister said: "I
thought I should grow better as I grew older, but the flesh is very
strong"! Yet, no doubt, to the eyes of others he appeared more
mature in the Christian life; and in his own experience Christ was
more preClOUS.
The late Rev. W. H. Krause writes: "The subject of sanctification
is one which is very much misunderstood. Sanctification means the·
setting apart of a man to God. It is putting a seal upon the man as
God's own property. It is putting life into the man, so as to make
him walk as God's living witness through this evil world. When men
tell you it is the work of the Holy Ghost to mend and improve the
man, and so to conquer sin by degrees that it shall soon be entirely
worn out, this is not the tmth of Scripture, nor is it the tmth of fact
and of experience". (Lecture 81, on "The Laver ".)
But to examine the teaching of Holy Scripture on this subject.
1. The idea which pervades the original words of the Bible, translated " sanctify", " sanctification", is separation unto God, and therefore separation from all that is sinful and defiling. That which is so
separated is "holy".
The first use of a word in Scripture often defines its signification,
and we find from the first nse of " sanctify" (" God blessed the seventh
day and sanctified it ", Gen. ii. 3) that it means that God separated
this day unto Himself, and from all ordinary or common days. Thus
it became sacred and holy. We read later of the Tabernacle and its
vessels, the priests, and the people being sanctified, and of Israel the
Lord said, " I am the Lord your God which have separated you from
other people" (Lev. xx. 24), and then in the twenty-sixth verse, " And
ye shall be holy unto Me; for I the Lord am holy, and have severed
you from other people, that ye should be Mine". Indeed, there aR
few, if any, passages of Scripture where the term sanctify may not be
paraphrased by words implying separation unto God, Who is " Holy".
We do well to remember that the Greek words for" sanctify", "holy",
" holiness", are cognate words, formed from the same root.
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2. The Lord Jesus was sanctified by God the Father. To the unbelieving Jews He said: "Say ye of Him, Whom the Father hath
sanctified" (John x. 36), i.e., set apart, and appointed to be the
Saviour of the world, according to Isaiah xlii. 1. Again, in His intercessory prayer the Lord said, "For their sakes I sanctify Myself
(set myself apart by self-consecration) that they also might be sanctified through the truth" (John xvii. 19).
3. God and Christ are to be sanctified in the hearts of God's people
(Isa. viii. 13). "Sanctify the Lord of hosts Himself", and 1 Peter iii.
15, R.Y., "Sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord". We can only do
this by setting Him far above and apart from every other object of
veneration, "above every name that is named".
It will be seen from the texts cited above, that the common interpretation of the word" sanctify" as meaning" to make holy" is quite
inadmissible in these passages.
4. God's people are sanctified (a) By God the Father (Heb. x. 10).
" By the which will we are sanctified, through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all". This sanctification, or separation unto
God, appears to be the complement of election, the carrying out of
God's purpose of the choice of His people in Christ, in the Covenant
of grace. And so (b) They are sanctified or separated unto God, by
the death of Christ, their Surety and Substitute. "For by one offering
He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified" (Heb. x. 14).
Sanctification, as an act of God's grace, is in Christ, and is therefore
perfect. "Ye are complete in Him" (Col. ii. 10). Hence the Apostle
wrote to " The Church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are
sanctified in Christ Jesus" (1 Cor. i. 2), and later on in the same chapter
we read: "Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto
us wisdom and righteousness, and sanctifiCation, and redemption ".
Christ Jesus was made unto them sanctification, as well as righteousness
aud redemption. To the same Ohurch he wrote (Chap. vi. 11), " Such
were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God".
Note that sanctification is here placed before justification, and evidently
refers to their sanctification in Christ Jesus, by reason of their union
with Him, and as members of His body. (c) God's people are sanctified
by the Holy Ghost (2 Thess. ii. 13). "But we are bound to give thanks
alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath
from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of
the Spirit and belief of the truth". So, toOl 1 Peter i. 2, "Elect
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
Christ".
It will be seen that in both these passages of Scripture the idea of
separation unto God as holy is sustained. This is the usage of the
words sanctify and sanctification., in the Holy Scriptures, though,
theologically, the terms are often employed in a wider sense, and as
equivalent to the work of the Holy Spirit in His continuous operations
33
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of grace in the hearts of His people. The Holy Spirit gives them a
new nature, called" spirit". "That which is bom of the Spirit is
spirit" (John iii. 6). This new nature cannot sin (1 John iii. 9). But
as long as they live they carry about with them inbred sin, and leam
by painful experience that" the flesh" is still alive and strong. Thus
they must needs have recourse again and again to the "fouutain
opened for sin and for uncleanness" (Zech. xiii. 1), "the precious
blood of Christ". Moreover, as a "saint" the Christian is called upon
to be separate from all that is unholy. From idolatry, and. from
unbelievers (2 Cor. vi. 14-18); from an ungodly world, its pursllits
and its pleasures (James iv. 4). "Know ye not that the friendship
of the world is enmity with God 1" This friendship is the very
opposite of sanctification. (See also Rom. xii. 1, 2.)
A deeply-taught child of God wrote: "Sanctification does not
merely consist in the non-acting of particular sins (this may be where
there is no Gospel holiness); nor yet in the performance of many
works and duties, in which unregenerate men frequently may, and do,
ahound. But it is a dying to sin, through 'the power of a mystical
union with Christ; by which very deep discoveries are made of heart
wickedness. It consists in striving, fighting, crying against all sin,
particularly the besetting and constitutioml sins. And though these
may sometimes so far prevail as seemingly to have thrown down all
the building, yet true evangelical sanctification is not injured or retarded
by such assaults; but faith and experience are increased and strengthened under them: the soul sees its own helplessness, and Christ's allsufficiency". (The late Sir Richard Hill, Bart., in The Deep Things
of God.)
In bringing this paper to a close I would make two or three
observations.
1. The ideal holiness set·before the Lord's people is perfect holiness
-the holiness of God. "But like as He which called you is holy, be
ye yourselves also holy in all manner of living; because it is written,
Ye shall be holy; for I am holy" (1 Pet. i. 15, 16, R.V.).
2. Every child of God possesses holiness, and longs after a greater
evidence of it. "Ye have your fruit unto holiness" (or" sanctification ", as it is the same Greek word elsewhere translated" sanctification". See R.V. Rom. vi. 22). "Yield your members servants to
righteousness, unto holiness" (or sanctification). The Agent is the
Holy Spirit, who takes of the things of Christ and shows them unto
us; the instrument is the Word of God-" Sanctify them through
Thy truth: Thy Word is truth" (John xvii. 17), and the means is
Spirit-wrought faith in Christ (see Acts xxvi. 18). "To open their
eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan unto God, that they may receive remission of sins, and inhelitance among them that are sanctified by faith that is in Me ".
3. As we leam more and more the plague of our own heartll, we
are of necessity driven more and more to Christ, to find our perfection
in Him-perfect through His comeliness (Ezek. xvi. 14).
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4. We shall not be rid of the burden of "sinful flesh" as long as we
live. St. Paul wrote towards the close of his life: "Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief "-not of
whom I was chief, but of whom I am chief.
But hereafter, "We know that, when He shall appear, we shall be
like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. And every man that hath
this hope in Him purifieth himself, even as He is pure" (1 John iii.
2, 3).
"There shall I see His face,
And· never, never sin;

But· from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless glory in."
Marshal! (Sask.), Canada.
ROBERT J. No YES.
"EVERY ONE MEMBERS ONE OF ANOTHER."
ROM. xii. 5.
IT is a very comforting fact that believers are so b.ound together, so
linked with each other, so necessal'Y to each other, that they are
compared to members of the body, many members in one body.
Sweetest of all members of the Body of Chris~ur All in all. There
are many types in the Holy Word of the union of Christ with His
redeemed people, but none stronger than this of the Body and the
members.
It is instructive to note the action of the Covenant Three in the
Body (see 1 Cor. xii. 18). "Now hath God set the members everyone
0/ them in the Body as it hath pleased Him". In verse 27, ".Ye are
the Body of Christ", and again in verse 13, " By one Spirit are we all
baptized into one Body". It is also of untold comfort to read,
"whether Jews or Gentiles "-so that we have no misgivings as to
our standing in Him, "whether Jews or Gentiles, one Body in Christ,
of which Christ Himself is the Head" (see Eph. i. 17, 22,23). "The
God of our Lord Jesus Christ. the Father of glory . . . gave Him to
be the Head over all to the church, which is His Body".
Dear reader, it is indeed a solemn verity as well as a most comforting
truth to know that we as redeemed believers are one body in Christ.
For what manner of persons ought we to be when thus distinguished
in Him. "Now ye are the Body of Christ and membars in particular."
Each member has his or her own function in that mystical body. We
know how dependent one part is upon another in the natural body,
that if one member suffer, all the members suffer with it. We know
the thrill that runs through the whole body if one part is suddenly
seized, and we know too, the thrill of relief through the whole system
when the pain is eased. "Simplysyrnpathetic, not organic", a doctor
will say of pain situated beyond the actual cause. And Christ is the
Head of the Body. The head knows and suffers and realizes most of
all any pain, any dislocation of bodily functions. See also the supply
of growth (Col. ii. 19). "The Head from which all the body by joints
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and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together,
increaseth with the increase of God".
May the Holy Spirit Himself direct our meditations as to being
"members one of another ". We are, as St. Paul states so strongly
ill Eph. v. 30, "members of His Body, of His flesh, and of His bones ".
This is a very ample statement. It emphasizes our standing in Him
so completely. Dear reader, how necessary we are to Him in this
view, and oh! how exceedingly necessary He is to us. For our very
life is hid with Christ in God, our whole being consists in Him and by
Him (see Eph. iv. 15,16). The Head, "Christ, from Whom the whole
body fitly joined together, and compacted by that which every joint
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every
part, maketh increase of the body lUlto the edifying of itself in love".
Do note the" fitly framed together," and the expTessions, "l'AJery joint"
and" every pa1"1; ". See how each one of us is necessary to the effectual
working in the measu.-e of every part. Thus we are so joined that
we are members one of another. The finger is useless without the
joint to the hand, the hand is dependent on the wrist to the arm, and
thus with all parts they are knit together. Each stitch is interlocked
with other stitches, and the entirety welded together.
"Members one of another". Just think of it. How eager we should
be in the ministering to each other's necessities, comfort, exaltation,
and well-being in every way. The same e:>:pression is seen in Eph.
iv. 25: "Putting away lying, speak every man truth with his
neighbour: for we are members one of another ". Being so, there
should be prefect veracity and perfect fidelity.
Three times in the epistles is the expression" one for another" used,
and three times it is accompanied with exhortation to loving action
(see first, 1 Cor. xi. 33): "My brethren, when ye come together to
eat, tarry one for another". This was concerning the Lord's supper,
referring to verse 21, "For in eating everyone taketh before others
his own supper ", thus selfishly feasting before all could be together.
Therefore "when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another",
considering each other.
The next exhortation is in 1 Cor. xii. 25: "The members shonld
have the same care one for another". Reading the previous words
we see the force of the utterance: "That there should be no schism
(or disunion) in the body, but the members should have the same
care one for another". St. Paul had been pointing ont that if the
foot shall say, Because I am not the hand I am not of the body, and
if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye I am not of the body,
are they therefore not of the body 1 A commentator says, the foot
and the hand represent men of active life, the ear and the eye those
of contemplative life. But comparing each to his own disparagement,
the eye, though so superior, is not the whole of the body. The ear is
necessary. No body is perfect or capable without the ear. So, seeing
all are necessary, we should have the same care for the ear as the eye,
for the foot as for the hand-" care one for another ".
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The third exhortation, "Pray one for another ", is in James v. 16,
and it is thus used in reference to healing. Evidently also it is used in
. reference to faults: "Pray one for another that ye may be healed ",
healed from sickness and healed from faults. Pray for every need
conceming one another, dear reader. James goes on to instance
Elijah praying that it might not rain, " And it rained not on the earth
for the space of three years and six months. And he prayed again,
and the heaven gave rain ". Let us bring all our needs and desires
to Him for ourselves and for each other, seeing we are "everyone
members one of another". What blessings are brought down through
intercessory prayer, and what encouragement, too, to our own souls.
Thus the whole body is girded with continually rising prayer and
continually descending grants. So that seeing the constant supply:
11

We are always wondering, wondering how
Beca.use we do not see
Some one, unknown perhaps, and fa.r away,

On bended knee".
Some one may be praying who is a member also of the mystical Body
of Christ. Thus the members are lmit together. How striking are
the words which follow" knit together" in Col. ii. 19, "increaseth with
the increase of God ". Knitting together brings divine prosperity.
How fervently and affectionately St. Paul writes of fellow believers
(see Rom. J>.'"Vi. 3): "My helpers in Christ Jesus ". Also in 1 Cor.
xvi. 18, " They have refreshed my spirit and yours ". In Col. iv. 11,
"Fellow workers unto the kingdom of God which have been a comfort
unto me"; and of Epaphras he writes in the same chapter, "Always
'labourihg fervently for you in 'prayer ". To his beloved son in the
faith, Timothy, he writes, " Without ceasing I have I'emembrance of
thee in my prayers night and day". Thus these loving members of
the Body were indeed members one of aJlOther.
To all dear readers of the GOSPEL lIiAGAZlNE in distant lands, bound
together and knit together in Christ Jesus, I would fain say ill the
language of the following lines from India :" I like to feel that though on earth
~Te never meet;
Yet we may hold heart fellowship
At God's dear feet".
Oh! how waI'm the heart fellowship in Christ on earth-how it
cheers the" little while" until the other side is reached where we shall
see the Head Himself, even Christ, and all be praiseful communiOl.l.
,We shall rejoice with each other then face to face, rejoice in the
wonderful love of the Covenant Three in One, in the life-giving
nourishment of the Redeemer, the Head. His glorious Body, His
glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, shall be seen in His
beauty. We are everyone members one of another, and our life is
hid with Cl!rist in God.

NETTlE.
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DR. OWEN, IIm. HERVEY, AND IIms. DUTTON.
THE fortieth chapter of Isaiah, the eighth and the one hundrepth and
sixth Psalms are parts of the blessed Book and Word of God that
liveth and abideth for ·ever. In that portion of Isaiah, that great and
glorious Person the Eternal Son of God says: "Lift up your eyes on
high, and behold Who hath created these things that bringeth out their
host by number: He calleth them all by names by the greatness of
His might, for that He is strong in power; not one faileth ". This
divine and majestic Person took our nature to bring back God's own
Jacob to Him from and out of all the ruins of the fall, condescending
to take the work and employment of a Shepherd, to lay down His life
for His sheep, to search them out, to feed them in a green and fat .
pasture, which He enlarges upon in the tenth chapter of John. (See
Isaiah xl. 11).
He would have us regard and consider His mighty and marvellous
works in Creation, in creating and sustaining all by His wisdom, power,.
and goodness, that we might admire and adore Him by Whom and for
Whom they were all created and made. So also His great and admirable works of Providence, delivering the righteous out of all their
troubles, as Elijah the prophet, and not less in bringing an idolator
such as Ahab and Jezebel his wife to their deserved punishment and
predicted end. And God's elect to-day are called on to behold and
witness the same mercies and jndgements in the earth. But especially
are they to behold and admiJ:e His works of sovereign grace; for these
will outlast time and all time things. Dr. Owen says, "To be nigh
unto God, and to be like Him, are the same. To be always with Him,
and perfectly like Him, according to the capacity of our nature, is to
be eternally blessed. To live by faith in the contemplation of the
glory of God in Christ, is that initiation into both whereof we ,are
capable in this world. The endeavours of some to contemplate and
report the glory of God in nature-in the works of creation and providence-in the things of the greater and the lesser world-do deserve
their just commendation; and it is that which the Scripture in sundry
places calls us unto. But for any there to abide, there to bound their
designs-when they have a much more noble and glorious object for
their meditations, viz., the glory of God in Christ-is both to despise
the wisdom of God in that revelation of Himself, and to come short
of that transforming efficacy of faith in the contemplation hereof,
whereby we are made like unto God. For hereunto alone doth it
belong, and not unm any natural knowledge, nor to any knowledge of
the most secret recesses of nature" (PerSl>n of Chr·ist, p. 52).
It is to be noted that seventy years after Dr. Owen wrote as above,
the Lord of the vineyard was pleased to raise up 1Iit. James Hervey,
who by the grace of God, and gifts bestowed upon him, did the first, and
transgressed not as in the last, but in all his writings sought the glory
of Christ, In his Discant on C"eation, The Starry Heavens, and all
others, it is Christ, Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, the BegiJming
and End. That is the honey that is conveyed to a spiritnal palate
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by the rod of his pen and by his instructive "{ritings, whereby, being
now dead 162 years, he also yet speaketh. Dear man and instructor
of many! Your languor and disease found a period; you found your
home the grave; your rest, Abraham's bosom, and the immediate
presence of Jehovah the Son; glorified in the human nature to a.\l
eternity.
Mrs. Dutton in her excellent letter to him says, "I bless our dear
Lord for the great things He hath done for you, and that He hath
enabled you to write your meditations, etc. They came out of His
fullness, they shine with His beauties, and are truly excellent, as under
His influence they sweetly and natively lead unto Him the Most
Excellent-the wonder and joy of heaven and earth through all time
and to all etemity. I congratulate your happiness, dear Sir, in that
the Lord the Saviour hath given you a capacious soul to behold, and a
learned tongue to express, His ineffable beauties and glories, which
are cast upon and shine through every creature and thing in the upper
and lower world. It was He that gave you the mental eye, that newly
created your sin-darkened mind, and gave it a superior capacity, by
faith, for converse with brighter glories than the first Adam was capable
of, by the utmost stretch of his perfect reason.
" It was He that presented every beauty to your spiritual eye, that
darted every ray of glory upon your illuminated mind, in your converse
with seen and unseen things, ·in the visible and invisible worlds. It
was the Lord your Saviour that loved every instruction and evcry
delight into your mind, that gave the matter and form of every idea
impressive and expressive of whatever your eyes beheld; yea, that
loved Himself to you, and you unto Him by every creature and
thing. . . . Alas! how empty, dear Sir, would all your fine language
be if the Christ of God was not in it! It is He that fills your volumes
and makes them truly valuable. . . . It gladdens my heart, Sir, to
see the love of Christ shed abroad in yours, and the gratitude of your
soul awakened thereby, and upon the flow as a hasty stream, by which
you yourself are wafted into Him and His love's ocean. Favourite
of heaven! Lover of the altogether lovely Jesus! Seek the Lord
and His strength, that you may ever stand fast in His glorious C-,<Jspel
and never be ashamed of any of its precious truths", etc., etc.
It is to be noted also that it was in connection with the angel flying
in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto
them that dwell on the earth, that the word went forth, "Fear God
and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgement is come: and
worship Him that made heaven and earth, and the sea, and the fountains
of waters". That word is in opposition to Rome, its idolatry and false
worship; and God's judgements are upon her for these, and for every
other abomination which are this day made manifest to them who
have eyes to see and a heart to tremble before such a divine Majesty.
Old Janet Stewart, of Lochee, Scotland, was a very godly old
woman who said to me one day when I called in to see her, " Oh George,
I had such a sight cf the glorious Godhead; of the Father, Son, and
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Holy Ghost, as it were at the end of the bed, it was glorious".
Though very old in years, she was one of the "babes" lUlto whom
Jesus reveals the glorious mysteries of His kingdom. Many a morning,
very early, had I passed the humble dwelling of this saint of God " to
angle in the brooks" for the spotted trout, I, being in the very nature
state of those Ephesians whom Paul describes (chap. ii. 2-5), and with
a determination such ·as Hosea sets forth, "I will go after my lovers",
etc. (chap. ii. 5-7). Oh! electing love of God! what but that could
have met my then state and case, to lead me to Christ, and keep me
fast to Him, and His great and finished salvation.
Another dear woman of the same village, Old Nelly Baxter, of a
stately, venerable appearance, whose age induced a shaking of her
head, to my inquiry how she did, answered in SL, words: "I've just
been reading Mr. Hervey".
Birkenhead.
G. A.
THE REV. F. HOUGHTON'S CALL TO CHINA.
OUR readers will be interested to hear that our son (the Rev. Frank
Honghton, B.A., Curate of All Saints', Preston, Lancashire) feels called
of God to go out to China as a missionary in connection with the China
Inland Mission. For a long time he thought that it was God's purpose
to use him as an instrument in leading others to go out as missionaries
to the heathen. It never occulTed to him that he was physically fitted
for that work or that it was work which God had designed for him.
Nearly two years ago, however, he was deeply impressed with the
thought that he ought to go to China. He had no natural inclinations
in that direction, hut the thought was SOWll in his heart and it continued
with him for more than a year. He could not get rid of it. He doubted
whether a doctor would pass him. At last he felt he must offer to go
and leave the issue with God. He did so. The ordinary medical
officer of the Society hesitated to recommend him, but suggested an
examination by a specialist. The specialist's verdict was more favourable, and in June last the China Inland Mission accepted him. He is
due to leave Marseilles on Nov. 10th (n.v.) on the lI'lessageries Maritime.
steamer Andr,; Lwon. It is a great step to take. He is expecting
to labour in the province of Szechwan. On reaching Shanghai, he
will have to travel more than a thousand miles inland up the Yang-tsekiang. The province of Szechwan has an area of 218,480 square miles.
It is considerably larger than Fiance. It has a population of
68,000,000. It is the largest and most populons province in China
proper, well wooded, rich in minerals, but ahnost completely isolated
by SUlTounding mountain ranges. "The Church of England Section
of the C.I.lI'l., under the Right Rev. Bishop Cassels, D.D., is, in the
main, east of the Kialirg river. . . . Other members of the Mission
work to the west of the Church of England sphere." Our son has
never been abroad before. We ask the prayers of our readers that the
Lord may fortify and equip him for this new work, grant him a safe
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and comfortable journey, and make him an instnDnent of turning
many from darkness to light and from the power of Satan lmto God,
through the preaching of the Gospel of the grace of God.
The Congregation of All Saints', Preston, at the farewell meeting
held on Thursday, September 30th, presented him with £105 16s. lId.
towards the cost of his outfit and passage, so as to relieve the China
Inland Mission of that heavy expense. They also gave him a gold
wristlet watch for personal use, with a balance of £3 5s. 6d. Other
small gifts came from his young men's Bible Class, and from his
Christian Boys' Prayer Meeting. How keenly interested his dear
brother, who was killed at the battle of the Somme, would have been
in all these developments!

=====
CONSIDERING.
,VHILE her husband was" in the gate ", taking his share of civil affairs,
Solomon's" virtuous woman" (Prov. xxxi.) was busy at home, where
her abundant energies fOlmd sufficient and becoming scope. She saw
to everything, and with the cheerful service of her maids, saw it done
:to the comfort and pleasing of all the family. Winter and summer
alike found her engaged, and if the night added claims to those of the
day ".her candle went not out ", because she fell asleep over it. Amongst
her other enterprises was the one of verse 16, " She considereth a field
and buyeth it ", i.e., she discussed its merits and demerits, and with
good advice decided to purchase. And as she was a woman who feared
God, she would seek His guidance above all, beseeching Him, not so
much to sanction what she was doing, as to direct her what to do,
conscious that, able though she was and strong, it was His blessing
only that would make rich. There was a good man last century who
considered a house and bought it, in a way not generally adopted b1
those who are fond of their own precautionary cases. He had felt like
the sons of the prophets, that with his expanding family the place
was" too strait". There was a house very near which looked as if it
would just do, so presently, when it was put up for sale, the good man
went and bought it, without so much as crossing the threshold to see
what it was like inside. And there, after making one or two easy
alterations, he lived in comfort for fifteen years or more, considering
not his own businesslike methods, but" how great things", as Samuel
;>aid, God had done for him in many, many ways. Then times changed
again, and bare places appeared at the table, as the rocks appear in the
estuary when the tide goes out. The Lord said he had" dwelt long
enough" there, and found him another house. He used to quote,
"Your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things ", and his
faith betrayed itself in deeds as well as in words; for like Abraham,
he did not consider that impossibilities were any difficulty with God.
It was because they forgot this that the Lord so frequently reproached
His ancient people. They" forgat God", they considered not His
wonders, nor the operations of His hands; their hearts, like the hearts
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of the disciples, were hardened even on the very back of deliverances.
Yet, says the Psalmist, when He slew them, they songht Him, they
remembered that God was their Rock, the Most High their only Hope.
So David, tanght of God, implored Him to consider his trouble, to
think upon his affliction, to weigh and to measure it, to take it to His
heart, to ponder the wickedness of his enemies and to deliver him.
Very often he was weary and faint in his mind, a condition known to
everyone taught by the same Lord. And to such, the dispirited
among His family, the word of the Lord is, Wat they consider Him
Who endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, that they
consider the Apostle and High Priest of their profession. In the
Apostle and High Priest they have all they need for their souls' salvation
and everlasting security. In Him Who endured the contradiction of
sinners they have all they need by the way, whatever that way means.
They can mention nothing they have ever experienced that He does
not understand exactly. They can hope for no good at the hand of
God that He will not give them. "0 that My people were wise, and
understood this, that they would consider their latter end", that even
as Jesus triumphed over every enemy and over sin and death, so "ill
they come off more than conquerors through Him that loved them.
But till that coming off, let them consider His patience, His meekness,
His constant sense of willingness and subjection to His Father. Let
them think of Him W"ho, though He were rich, yet for their sakes
He became poor, that they through His poverty might be made rich.
Let them remember Him, once in the wilderness, in the garden, on the
cross; but now all toil and sorrow, sin and death for ever past, living
for ever at the right hand of God to make unfailing intercession for
them.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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GIVING.
IT is not unusual for those in comparatively comfortable circumstances
to plead poverty whenever they are asked to give-often, no doubt,
deceiving themselves, in their anxiety to give at the least possible
!'ate. But in this matter we must" be honest and true with God",
for it is with Him alone we have to do. And how many there are
who, neglecting almost entirely their duty tow:;trd God in this respect,
sacrifice everything to the maintenance, present or future, of that
respectability 'which is the idol of their hearts and the ambition of
their lives. It is a Christian's duty, with a view to liberality, to
see that he is not wasteful or lavish in his expenditure. He must
be faithful in the use of that which is entrusted to him. Such will
say, with David, " Never will I offer burnt-offerings to the Lord my
God of that which doth cost me nothing". It is poor Christian love
which will not forgo some enjoyment or indulgence, and give at
least a tenth for the'welfare of men and the glory of Christ. There is
nothing like bitters to give you an appetite, and it is when you give
away what you want that you enjoy what is left.
When Christians realize that they are the Lord's stewards, all their
expenditure should become sacred. It should be thought with every
Christian: Is this (whatever it be) a wanantable way for me, as His
steward, to spend my Lord's money? From that, to the privilege
of spending it in His name, is an easy step, and one that would oftener
be taken.-" Quarterly Record" 01 The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.

SINS FORGIVEN.
"Son, be 01 good cheer, thy sins be lorgiven thee."-MATT.

IX.

2.

How high a privilege 'tis to know
Our sins are all forgiv'n !
To bear about this pledge below,
This special grant of heav'n.
To look on this when sunk in fears,
While each repeated sight,
Like some reviving cordial, cheers,
And makes temptations light.
Oh! what is honour, wealth, or mirth,
To this well-groUllded peace?
How poor are all the goods of earth
To such a gift as this.
This is a treasure rich indeed
Which none but Christ can give;
Of this the best of men have need,
This I, the worst, receive.

1.
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'!!onegponlJrnu.
RESPONSIBILITY: HUMAN AND DIVINE.
To the Editor oj THE GOSPEL 1>fAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR,-In your article "The Family Portion", October, page
421, you say, " The responsibility, then, for drawing a sinner to Christ
rests with the Father ".
This is true, but Satan will do his best to keep a sinner from calling
on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and confessing his SillS.
May I give my experience 1 It is possible by God's grace to help
in this way. About twenty-eight years ago I had a desire to be saved
from the consequence of my sins. So I prayed on my knees, "God
be merciful to me a miserable sumer ". For two or three mornings
I prayed the same words, not knowing or lmderstanding the Scripture
which says, "No man cometh lll1to the Fathel', but by Me" (John
xiv. 6).
Now, it so happened that I had a little book lent me, which taught
that we should confess our SU1S to' the Lord Jesus Christ. So I \vas
enabled by God's grace and power to call on the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and to HiIn I confessed my sins; and immediately I had
done so, while still on my knees, I experienced a great joy within.
I llliderstood by this that God had pardoned my sins for Christ's sake,
so I began to bear witness to the tl'Uth. "It is written in the prophets,
And they shall be all taught of God" (John vi. 45).
There is one thiIlg I noticed, but did not lmderstand at the time,
that is, to confess one's sins to the Lord Jesus is more difficult than to
say, "God be mercifnl to me a siImer". But on reading and comparing Ezekiel x_en';ii. 14, I came to the concltlsion that Satan was" the
anointed cherub that covereth " e\ril, and consequently will not have
the evil confessed to the Saviour of sinners if he can hold it
back.
When we consider that our Lord Jesus Christ is' the" Door" by
which we as siImers enter, it is essential to l'calize the meaning of John
x. 1, which is the gist of the point mentioned. To be clear, I will
quote John x. 9. Our Lord says, " I am the Door: by Me if any man
enter in he shall be saved, and shall go in and out and find pasture".
This being a parable, what is the heavenly meanulg 1 The" Door"
is the entrance to our Father's presence in heaven, and we blOCk by
calling on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. What is our request 1
It is written, " If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness " (1 John i. 9).
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H. HODDINOTT.
West Lodge, Holmtoood,
Surrey, Sept. 30th, 1920.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A Missionary writes, "I find the books you sent me
xery helpful, as I have to give quite a number of addresses now. I
shall still be very grateful to receive Matthew Henry's Commentary
when you have one to spare, and I should find very useful books on
the second coming of Ohrist and other subjects. I was asked the
other day for a large print New Testament". A Chaplain writes,
"Please accept my most gratefnl tbanks for yonr kind gift. The
Testaments and hooks will be carefully and prayerfully distributed
amongst the sailors". We have now started the forty-eighth year
of labour in the jli[ission. Will friends please help us ~
Yours in Gospel bonds,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRInER.
Bristol, October 1st, 1920.

l!Jrotestant 15taCon.
THE HIGHER CRITICISM AND IDOLATRY.
By THE REV. 1. SIVITER, M.A., VICAR OF ST. JOHN's, HARBORNE.
I TURN from this part of my subject to one of equally serious import,
and demanding the prayerful attention of all lovers of God's word.
There is, at the present time, a mighty movement that threatens the
Christian system of doctrine, and the whole fabric of systematic
theology-I mean that of the Higher Criticism. All the great Protestant Churches nsed to accept as an axiom that the Old and New
Testaments have been given and sealed by God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Ghost. No text was questioned; no book
was doubted; all Scripture was received by the great builders of our
theological systems with that Imassailable belief in the inspiration of
its te,,:ts, which was the position of Christ and His Apostles. But now
the Higher Critics have (or think they have) changed all that. The
Pentateuch, so we are assured, was not written by Moses. Jonah is
a fable; Job is a drama; the Visiolls of Ezekiel are the result of
catalepsy; Dalliel is a pious fraud. Even the authority of Christ is
undermined, and the critics do llOt hesitate to imply that He was
ignorant of the Sciellce of Biblical Criticism. The fOUllders of Biblical
Criticism were men who denied the validity of miracle and the validity
of miraculous narrative. They called such miracle "legendary
exaggeration of events that are entirely explicable from natural
causes". They denied the reality of prophecy aud revelatioll, and
oonsiclered it dexterous colljectures, coillcidences, fictioll, or imposture.
hI Olle word, the foundation forces of the Higher Critical movement
were rationalistic forces, and the men who were its chief authors and
expositors were men who had discarded belief in God, and Jesus Christ,
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Whom He had sent. Professor Osgood, speaking at a Baptist Congress
in Detroit, read a number of extracts, and said: "Are these a fair
statement of the lligher Criticism ~" When answered in the affirmative by many Higher Critics present, he replied, "Gentlemen, I have
been reading word for word from Tom Paine's Age of Reason". This
assault on the oracles of God no longer comes from the outside ilTeligious
world. It is attacked in our Theological Colleges and Universities.
It is assailed by Bishops and Deans in Convocation. It is ridiclled
by clergy who call themselves pastors of the flock of Christ. Thus,
not only has ritualism crept into the Chtlrch, but the Church is now
infested with blatant infidelity. There is a "famine in the land, not
a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of
the Lord" (Amos viii.). The greatest disease that can come to a
nation, the thing that presages its decay and disintegration and downfall, is famine of the Word of God. Men everywhere are restless, men
are substituting something that is seemingly religious for God, and the
Word of God. In all the new movements, such as Theosophy, Christian
Science, and Spiritualism, there is a "god". Yes, but not the God of
the Throne, and the God of Holiness, and the God of Government,
and the God "Whose eyes are purer than to behold iniquity". Not
that God, but some sickly, sentimental ideal. Our age is full of new
preachers, new movements, new setting forth of theories, but we are,
nevertheless, in the midst of famine. Carelessness about what God
says, and what He thinks, and a restless search after something ends
only iu the hectic flush and the dev!Juring fear. And I think that we,
as a nation, are living right there. Let me now take you a step further.
I solemnly believe this great famine is a curse upon our idolatries. Do
not forget that every curse of God is an effect following a cause. God
never curses capriciously. The curses of God are the harvest of man's
own wrongdoing. If our beloved Church has lost its sense of the Word,
and its love for the Word, and its confidence in the Word, and its
appreciation of the Word, why is it ~ It is God's judgment.. Yes,
but it is an effect following a cause. That cause is idolatlT The
Word of God will be a sealed book to our nation and Church as a whole
unless our idols are set aside. Holiness guards the wicket gate of the
Word of the Lord. As it is true that if iniquity be in my heart, God
will not hear me, it is equally tl'Ue if iniquity be in my heart, I cannot
hear God. If our idols are broken down, if our Church is governed
absolutely by the will of God, there would be no famine in the land.
But now the Bible is read weekly, yea, in some churches daily, it is
analyzed, it is artificially tabulated, and yet parson and people will die
for lack of it, if the impure thing-idolatry-remains.
man that has been converted says, as that little boy said to
Mr. M'Cbeyne, when he was dying, "I love the Fathel·, W110 loved
me and gave Jesus to die for me. I love Jesus, who shed His precious
blood for me; and I love the Holy Ghost, who lnade me know the
love of the Father and the love of the Son."-Dr. A. 8aphir.
EVERY
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DIVINELY· CREATED FAITH.
By MARTIN LUTHER.
" WHEN faith is of the kind that God awakens and' creates in the heart,
then a man trusts in Christ. He is then so securely founded on Christ
that he can hurl defiance at sin, death, hell, the devil, and all God's
enemies. He fears no ill, however hard and cruel it may prove to be.
Such is the nature of true faith, which is utterly different from the
faith of the sophists (the schoolmen), Jews, and Turks. Their faith,
produced by their thoughts, simply lights upon a thing, accepts it,
believes that it is this or that. God has no dealings with such delusion;
it is the work of man, and comes from nature, from the free will of
nlan; and men possessing it can say, repeating what others have
said: I believe that there is a God. I believe that Christ was born,
died, rose again for me. But what the real faith is, and how powerful
a thing it is, of this they IG10W nothing."
"Wherefore, beware of that faith which is luanufactured or
imagined; for the true faith is not the work of man, and therefore
the faith which is manufactured or imagined will not avail in death,
but will be overcome and utterly overthrown by sin, by the devil, and
by the pains of hell. The true faith is the heart's utter trust in Christ,
and God alone awakens this in us. He who has it is blessed, he who
has it not is cursed."-(Lindsay's History of the Reformation, VoL I,
pp. 445-6}.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
ON Friday, November 5th, the Autumn Meetings will be held at our
Hornsey Rise Home, commencing at 3.0 p.m. Tea in the Hall at
5.0 p.m. to inmates and visitors. Mr. Joseph Jarvis, of Greenwich,
will preach in the Chapel at 6.30 p.m. The attendance of all friends
of the Lord's aged poor is cordially invited. The Home is now full,
and we have a cousiderable waiting list.
Collections after sermons and meetings are increasing, and the
Committee rejoice that so many opportuniti~s are provided for deep'
ening and extending interest in the institution.
The friends of our youth; it is thus we may name the band of the
aged. Thus may the young speak of those who have grown old. How
they cared for us when we were infants, maidens and youths! How
they pinched themselves and forewent many pleasant things that they
might bring us up well and start us in life. "The Old Folk at Home."
How little, it may be, we realized their patient ca,re, their self-denying
pains! How wayward we were, how self-assertive, how impatient
with them, how wanting in thought for them, how ungrateful we were,
we now perceive. Let the Aged Pilgrims represent to us those friends
of our youth, and for the sake of those, let us minister to them. But
the highest clainl which the very least of Christ's little ones has on
all the members of His body, and on each one ill palticular, is particularly sacred.
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THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND AU1ANAC FOR 1921. Compiled by
CAPTAIN J. W. D. BARRON, J.P. Pp. 64. Price 3d., or bound
in cloth, 9d. Postage extra. (Church Association, 13 & 14,
Buckingham St., Strand, London, W.C.2.)
THIS is the thil'ty-third year of the issue of this valuable pocket
almanac. It contains a belpful and timely address by Bishop Stileman
on the words, "Behold, I make all things". Its opening pages
contain much useful information about the King's Protestant Declaration, the Coronation Oath, the Church Association, and the various
Ritualistic Societies. Important facts about the National Assembly
of the Church of England are given on pages 6 and 7. There is a list
of Protestant and Evangelical Societies, and a list of Evangelical Publications. In the next issue we hope the Compiler will not fail to include
in this list the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, the oldest religious periodical. The
almanac also contains a list of the Bishops and Deans of the Church
of England, lists of the dignitaries of the Welsh Church, the Church
of Ireland, and the Protestant Episcopa.l Church in Scotland. A list
of His Majesty's Chief Officers of State, followed by the Postal Regulations, is given on pages 14 and 15. The daily lessons frolll the Prayer
Book Lectionary are given in each month of the year. All Evangelical
Churchmeu should obtain a copy, and copies should be obtained for
use at every reading desk and lectern in all our Churches.

SOVEREIGN GRACE UNION CONFERENCE REPORT. Pp. 58. Price 6d. ;
postage 2d. (Rev. Henry Atherton, The Parsonage, 100-102,
Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5).
This is the Report of the papers read at the Sixth Annual Conference
of the Sovereign Grace Union held at the Grove Chapel, Camberwell,
London, May 3rd-6th, 1920. Six of the papers treat of the Goodness
of God, the Spirituality of God, the Patience of God, the Power of
God, the Eternity of God, and the Grace of God. Two other papers
deal with Higher Critical questions. There are also printed the
addresses of the President and the Hon. General Secretary. In addition
there is an excellent sermon preached by the Rev. J. K. Popham, of
Brighton. The readers of the papers include the Revs. W. Walmsley,
T. Houghton, J. E. Hazelton, W. R. Davey, J. W. Tobitt; Joseph
Jal'Vis, J. Raven, and W. Sinden. The papers read at these Annual
Conf rences are generally of a high order, full of Scripture truth, and
providing a feast of fat things for the hungry members of the Lord's
family. Those who value the great doctrines of grace will not be
disappointed if they get and read this valuable Report.
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