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THE COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.
" Behold, I come quickly."-REV. xxii. 12.
THE Scriptures clearly reveal a great apostasy from the faith and
abounding lawlessness before the coming of our LORD JESUS CHRIST,
but the eyes of the LORD'S family are again and again directed to
look beyond the present trials to the glorious hope of the LORD'S
return. Thus for the joy which is set before us we are the better
able to endure the present crosses and to remember that if we
suffer with CHRIST" we shall also reign with Him" (see 2 Tim. ii. 12).
'When CHRIST, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear
with Him in glory. "Weeping may endure for a night, but joy
cometh in the morning" (Ps. xxx. 5). Now, at this present time,
we are, for a season, in heaviness through manifold trials, but when
His glory shall be revealed we shall be glad with exceeding joy.
The hope of the future glory, blessedness, and joy which will be
our portion when our LORD returns is intended to brace us up to
endure bravely and joyfully the present afllictions. It is to the
members of the LORD'S family that the words are spoken, " Behold,
I come quickly." Our crucified, risen, ascended, and glorified
REDEEMER, addressing His people in these words, draws their
attention to the blessed hope of His coming again. He had referred
to this blessed truth frequently before His death. Now He returns
to the subject after His ascension.
1. First, notice that our Lord's second coming is an event wInch is
strongly emphasized.
This announcement occurs four times in the Revelation. The
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LORD said to the Church in Philadelphia, " Behold, I come quickly"
(Rev. iii. 12). He makes the same announcement to all the seven
Churches in Asia three times over in the closing chapter of this
book (verses 7, 12, 20). The repetition of this announcement shows
how much it is emphasized. Evidently the LoRD would have His
people remember it. He had frequently told His disciples that His
crucifixion would be followed by His resurrection, but they failed
to remember His words. They thought when His death had taken
place that all their hopes were dashed to the ground. How much
darkness and grief and sorrow they would have been saved from
if they had believed and remembered His oft-repeated prediction
that on the third day He would rise again. May we be preserved
from the like unbelief and lapse of memory. Our infallible and
Divine LORD hath said, "I will come again, and receive you unto
Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also" (John xiv. 3).
Let us take Him at His word. Let us indeed rely upon His gracious
promise, and let us look forward with full assurance to that glorious
day when He will descend from heaven with a shout and with the
voice of the archangel and the trump of GOD, and when He will
welcome the redeemed members of His mystical body to behold
His gl~ry and to be for ever in His presence. To us who are His
people, who have been washed from our sins in His Own blood, He
still says, "Behold, I come quickly." Let us remember His words,
and let our loins be girded, and our lights burning; and let us be
like unto men that wait for their lord.
2. Secondly, we are taught that His coming 1,:S personal.
He says, " Behold, I come." I am coming. I, Who am Alpha
and Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last,
I am coming. I, JESUS, am coming. I, Who was born at Bethlehem and was crucified on Calvary. am coming. I, Who rose a
Conqueror over death and the grave, and Who ascended into
heaven from the mount called Olivet, I am coming. This very
same JESUS, Whose birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension
are recorded in the Gospels, He is coming. "This same JESUS,
Which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner
as ye have seen Him go into heaven " (Act~ i. 11). Our hope, then,
is not the coming of a deputy, or an angel or death, but the coming
of the LORD Himself. "The LORD Himself shall descend from
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heaven." 0 what a sight it will be to see His face, and to behold
Him Who so loved us that He gave Himself for us !
"The bride eyes not her garment,
But her dear bridegroom's face;
I will not gaze at glory,
But on my KING of grace;
Not at the crown He gifteth,
But on His pierced hand;The LA!ffi is all the glory
Of IMMANUEL'S land."
Our eyes will indeed be ravished with the sight of Him Who will
be the central Figure in the vast throng of holy angels who will
accompany Him, when He returns from heaven. Ecstatic delight
will fill our hearts when we see Him Whom our souls love.
"0 what sacred joys await them!
They shall see the SAVIOUR then;
Those who now oppose and hate them
Never can oppose again;
Brethren, let us think of this:
All is ours, if we are His."
3. Thirdly, we are taught that His coming is certain.
He Himself says, "I come," and who shall dare to doubt His
Word? "Surely," He says, "I come quickly." What could be
surer than His sure word of promise? It is true that" There shall
come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and
saying, Where is the promise of His coming? for since the fathers
fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of
the creation" (2 Peter iii. 3, 4). Let no Christian man, however,
be moved away from his hope and his confidence by such sneers at
the promise of our LORD. " Hath He said, and shall He not do it ?
or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good ?" His counsel
shall stand. He will do all His pleasure. What He hath promised
He is able also to perform. He says, "Heaven and earth shall
pass away, but My words shall not pass away" (Matt. xxiv. 35).
Be of good cheer, then, " For yet a very little while, He that cometh
shall come, and shall not tarry" (Heb. x. 37, R.V.)
4. Lastly, we are taught that His coming is speedy.
He says, "Behold, I come quickly." What did He mean when
He said He would come quickly ~ More than eighteen hundred
years have elapsed since He used these words, and yet He has not
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come. We may be sure of this, that our infallible LORD made no
mistake. Light is thrown on the meaning of the word" quickly"
by the inspired psalmist. He says, "A thousand years in Thy
sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the
night" (Ps. xc. 4). In the sight of the eternal J EHOVAH a thousand
years are but as one day. Less than two thousand years have
elapsed since the LORD said, " Behold, I come quickly." That period
in His sight is but as two days or less. Thus from the point of
view of the Divine reckoning less than two days have gone by
since the LORD promised to come quickly. It is in reference to
this very promise of His coming that the Apostle Peter says, "But,
beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the
LORD as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The
LORD is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuflering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance" (2 Peter iii.
8, 9). A thousand years is with the LORD as only one day. His
promise therefore still holds good. Nor is He slack concerning its
fulfilment, but He is longsuflering towards His people, not willing
that any of them should perish, but that all of them should come
to repentance. He never intended to return from heaven speedily
from our point of view. It was His will and purpose that during
His absence the Gospel should be preached in Jerusalem, in Judea,
in Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth. It was His
purpose that His people should use their talents while He was
absent, and then that "after a long time" He would return and
reckon with them (Matt. xxv. 19). It was His will that the Gentiles
should be visited during His absence and that GOD in distinguishing
mercy and grace should" take out of them a people for His Name"
(Acts xv. 14). He was not willing that any of His people should
perish, but He purposed that they should come to repentance.
Thus before His speedy return, His "other sheep" were to be
brought in and saved. All this would mean a considerable interval.
Hence from our point of view the fulfilment of His promise to come
again seems long delayed; but from His point of view it is only
" a little while." The late Dr. C. Y. Biss beautifully says, "The
words ' a little while' are used not after the manner of men, who
reckon time by days, and months, and years, and to whom a century
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is more than a lifetime, but after His, with Whom a thousand years
are but as one day, and Who ever teaches His people to view earthly
things from a heavenly standpoint. When He says, 'Surely I
come quickly,' is not the interval implied in that word ' quickly'
to be measured, not by the length of the period between the time
it was spoken and the time when it shall be realized, but by the
b~evity of that interval when compared with the infinite eternity
of blessing stretching out beyond? Thus measured, would it not
be but as a point compared with boundless space'? Surely it was
by this standard that the apostle reckoned when he said, 'Our
light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.' His affliction would not
have been' light' unless weighed in the balances of the sanctuary
over against an 'exceeding weight of glory'; and its duration would
not have been for' a moment' unless it had been contrasted with
an eternity of bliss" (" Looking for that blessed Hope," pp. 12, 13).
We believe, then, that the coming again of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST is a glorious and blessed event which His people need ever
to keep in mind. It is a personal coming for which we are taught
to look. It is sure and certain, and from the Divine standpoint it
is an event which will take place speedily. He says to His people,
"Behold, I come quickly." The SPIRIT and the Bride say in
response, "Come." And let every believer who hears the LoRD'S
voice say, "Come." Let the language of our hearts be " Even so,
come, LORD JESUS" (see Rev. xxii. 17, 20).
"Come quickly, LORD,-our hearts are full of longing
For that sweet day long-waited for in prayer,
When up the loftiest steeps celestial thronging,
We shall ascend to meet THEE in the air.
Come, then, LORD JESUS, speedily come,
Take us to dwell with THEE in our eternal home.
"Come quickly, LORD,-for all creation groaneth,
Long held by sin and Satan's cruel chain, ~
And e'en Thy chosen Bride herself bemoaneth,
Assailed by sore temptation, tried by pain.
Come then, LORD JESUS, speedily come,
Take us to dwell with Thee in our eternal home."
(He·rbert Houghton).

Whitington Vioarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR

(Thom.as H oughton).
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LIBERAL EVANGELICALISM.
IV.-IN RELATION TO ETERNAL PUNISHMENT.

"And these shall go away into everlaJiting punishment.. but the
nghteous into life etemal."-MATT. xxv. 46.

THE old Evangelicals accepted the old view of the full, plenary,
and verbal inspiration of the Bible. Accordingly they believed
the old doctrines of the Fall, of the merited penalty of sin and of
the atoning work of Christ. The new Evangelicals, however, no
longer believe in an infallible Bible, and hence they have rejected
its teaching on what have been hitherto regarded as great fundamental truths. They have abandoned the doctrine of the Fall
and with it the" penal and substitutionary theories of the Atonement." Moreover, rejecting as they do the teaching of Scripture
as to the Fall, they reject also its teaching as to the pullishment of
sin. Loose views in regard to sin inevitably lead to loose views in
regard to its penalty. It is not to be wondered at therefore that
one of the doctrines assailed by Liberal Evangelicals in the book
we are criticizing is the doctrine of eternal pullishment. We fully
recogllize that this is one of the most solemn doctrines of the Bible.
It ill becomes anyone to refer to it in flippant language. Rather
should this truth be uttered in tender tones. The doom of the
ungodly is indeed awful, and while it is our bounden duty to proclaim it faithfully and uncompromisingly, we do well to do it with
solemnity of tone and manner. We shall thus be imitators of the
apostle when he said, "Many wal1c, of whom I have told you often,
and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross
of Christ; whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and
whose glorl is in their shame, who mind earthly things" (Phi!. iii.
18, 19).
Canon A. W. Davies, M.A., is the author of the Essay in Liberal
Evangelicalism on " The Presentation of the Gospel Abroad." He
is a C.M.S. missionary and Principal of St. John's College, Agra.
He says, "It is true that the vision of hundreds of thousands of
our fellow creatures being daily, and for no fault of their own,
projected into an eternity of purnshment has acted as a powerful
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motive to missionary endeavour in the past. We can see this
motive at work in the letter written from Oxford to his father by
Mr. Gladstone at the time when he believed that he was being
called to the Christian Ministry. Who, if he really believed in the
truth of such a picture, could refrain from devoting his life to
saving at least some from so awful a doom! And yet, what a
travesty of the love of God! The moral conscience of mankind
revolts against such a conception, and, accepting the great words
that' God is light, and in Him is no darlaiess at all,' will not tolerate
the ascription to Him of conduct which in a human being it would
be impossible to justify or defend" (p. 278). We would remind
our readers that this denial of one of the revealed doctrines of the
Bible is made by a prominent C.M.S. missionary. It is made by
one who is now on the C.M.S. staff. It is printed opeuly in Liberal
Evangelicalism. We have no fault to find with the frankness of
the writer. We admire it. We have not to depend on mere
newspaper reports for the teaching and views of Canon Davies, nor
have we to depend on verbal reports of unpublished utterances as
in the case of the Rev. Hume Campbell's address at a C.M.S. Summer
School. Here we have a C.M.S. missionary who publicly denies
the doctrine of eternal punishment and identifies himself with all
the other teaching of the new race of professed EvangelicaIs. We
have a distinct recollection that many years ago one or more
missionaries of the C.M.S. were dismissed by the C.M.S. authorities
for denying this solemn truth. Things have changed since then.
Liberal Evangelicalism has leavened the C.M.S. with its teaching,
and it is now clear that a man may hold all the teachings of this
book and yet remain on the list of C.M.S. missionaries. Let us
briefly examine this statement made by Canon Davies. He says
that hundreds of thousands are projected into an eternity of pUnishment " for no fault 0/ their oum," or he suggests that that is the
doctrine which has been taught by EvangelicaIs in the past. But
the doctrine taught in the past on this solemn subject was based
on the teaching of the Bible. That teaching declares that "the
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God"
(Ps. ix. 17). It is because men are ungodly that" they are like
the chaff which the wind driveth away." It is because they are
wicked that the Lord shall rain upon them "snares, fire and brim-
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stone, and an horrible tempest" (Ps. xi. 6). It is the soul that
sinneth that shall die. It is because men are wicked that though
hand join in hand they" shall not be unpunished" (see Prov. xi. 21).
God said to Israel, "If ye will not yet for all this bearken unto Me,
then I will punish you seven times more for your sins" (Lev. xxvi.
18). He says, " I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked
for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to
cease, and 'villlay low the haughtiness of the terrible" (Isa. xiii. 11).
The whole teaching of Scripture is that God visits punishment
upon men both here and hereafter for their sins, not " for no fault
of their own." "The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out
of temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment unto
the day of iudgment" (2 Peter ii. 9, R.V.). "Then the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven He will render " vengeance to them
that know not God, and to them that obey not the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction
from the face of the Lord and from the glory of His might, when
He shall come to be glorified in His saints" (2 Thess. i, 7-10, R.V.).
Not" for no fault of their own," but for failure and sin, will the
unrighteous "go away into everlasting punishment" (Matt. xxv.
46). "The wages of sin is death,. but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. vi. 23). "The wrath of
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men," not against men who have no fauit of their own, if
any such men exist. "Unto them that are contentious, and do not
obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness" will be rendered "tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the
Jew first, and also of the Gentile ," (Rom. i. 18; ii. 6-9). " He
that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three
witnesses. Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he
be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God 1 "
"We know Him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto Me,
I will recompense, saith the Lord" (Heb. x. 28-30). The doctrine
of eternal punishment is called by Canon Davies " a travesty of the
love of God." That is, this doctrine is, according to Canon Davies,
a ludicrous representation of the love of God. We prefer to describe
this doctrine as a solemn evidence of the righteousness of God.
"Verily, He is a God that judgeth the earth" (Ps. lviii. 11). "The
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Lord will take vengeance on His adversaries, and He reserveth
wrath for His enemies" (Nahum i. 2). "The moral conscience of
mankind," says Canon Davies, " revolts against such a conception."
No wonder. Who ever heard of a criminal who did not revolt
against the penalty of the law pronounced against Him? Not
one of the spiritual truths of God's Word is acceptable to fallen
men. They are incapable of receiving the things of the Spirit of
God. It is characteristic of men, despite their moral conscience,
that, apart from the operation of the Spirit in their hearts, they
"turn away their ears from the truth" and. are "turned unto
fables" (2 Tim. iv. 4). It sounds very fine for Canon Davies to
say that" the moral conscience of mankind . . . will not tolerate
the ascription to Him of conduct which in a human being it would
be impossible to justify or defend." It would seem as if Canon
Davies thought that" the mighty God, even the Lord," was such
an one as ourselves (see Ps. 1. 1,21). No human being has authority
to visit upon the sinner the penalty which his sins deserve.
Certainly we could not justify a fellow-sinner like ourselves bidding
the ungodly to depart into eternal fire. Authority to execute
judgment upon men has been committed by the Father to His
co-equal Son. Christ will judge the world in righteousness. "It
is He which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and
dead" (Acts x. 42). He has " eyes as a flame of fire." He knows
what sin against a holy God is. He knows its enormity, and He
knows the penalty which it deserves. Moreover, it is from His
holy lips that words which so plainly teach eternity of punishment
fell. It hardly savours of that meekness with which the engrafted
Word should be received for the moral conscience of mankind
loftily to refuse to tolerate the ascription to God of that judicial
procedure against the ungodly which He Himself has revealed in
His inspired Word. Who are we that we should endeavour to
ascribe unto God any other conduct than that which His Own
Word ascribes to Him? Who are we that we should reply against
God? "The common doctrine is, that the conscious existence of
the soul after the death of the body is unending; that there is
no repentance or reformation in the future world; that those who
depart this life unreconciled to God, remain for ever in this state
of alienation, and therefore are for ever sinful and
miserable.
.

.
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This is the doctrine of the whole Christian Church, of the Greeks,
of the Latins, and of all the great historical Protestant bodies.
It is obvious that this is a question which can be decided only by
Divine revelation. No one can reasonably presume to decide how
long the wicked are to suffer for their sins upon any general principle
of right and wrong. The conditions of the problems are not within
our grasp. What the infinitely wise and good God may see fit to
do with His creatures; or what the exigencies of a government
embracing the whole universe and continuing throughout eternal
ages, may demand, it is not for such worms of the dust as we are,
to determine. If we believe the Bible to be the Word of God, all
we have to do is to ascertain what it teaches on this subject, and
humbly submit. It is an almost invincible presumption that the
Bible does teach the unending punishment of the finally impenitent,
that all Christian Churches have so understood it. There is no
other way in which this unanimity of judgment can be accounted
for. . . . . It is a doctrine which the natural heart revolts from
and struggles against, and to which it submits only under stress
of authority. The Church believes the doctrine because it must
believe it, or renounce faith in the Bible and give up all the hopes
founded upon its promises. . . . . It would be well if all who call
themselves Christians, should learn that it is not their business to
believe and teach what they may think true or right, but what
God in His holy Word has seen fit to reveal. ... It should'constrain us to humility, and to silence on this subject, that the most
solemn and explicit declarations of the everlasting misery of the
wicked recorded in the Scriptures, fell from the lips of Him, Who,
though equal with God, was found in fashion as a man, and humbled
Himself unto death, even the death of the cross, for us men and
for our salvation" (Dr. Charles Hodge's Systematic Theology, Vol. iii.,
pages 869, 870, 877, 880).
Canon Davies is not alone in his teaching on Eternal Punishment. The principal of St. Aidan's College (Rev. R. T. Howard)
says in his Essay on "The Work of Christ," "We do not speak
of • the wrath of God' in the old sense." " We do not attach the
same meaning to '. everlasting punishment' as our fathers." In
reference to this he also says, "We may drop with genuine relief
the outworn explanations in which we have lost cor$dence"
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(Liberal Evangelicalisrn, p. 143). 'Doubtless all the twelve Essayists
in this volume reject the doctrine of Eternal Punishment. It is
regarded as a travesty of God's character. l'resumably they do
not believe in the judgment of the Flood and of the overthrow of
the cities of the plain. Canon V. F. Storr says, " Many, for example,
are puzzled by finding in the Old Testament an imperfect morality,
or actions attributed to God which are incompatible with His
character as revealed by Christ. How, for instance, could the
God of Love, the Father, order the massacre of innocent Canaanite
babes, or send bears out of a wood to devour little children who
called Elisha 'bald-head?' . .. The human mind and not
God must be held responsible for any imperfections in Hebrew
morality" (p. 86). The character of God as revealed by Christ is
none other than His character as revealed in the Old Testamenta God Who is righteous in all His ways and holy in all His 'works.
Christ endorsed all the teaching of the Old Testament concerning
the character of God. He endorsed the full truth of all its records
of God's judicial actions against the ungodly Canaanites and
against the children who mocked the prophet of God. He endorsed
all the teaching of the New Testament about "eternal punishment," "everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,"
"outer darkness," "weeping and gnashing of teeth," the worm
that dieth not, the fire that is not quenched, " everlasting chains,"
"the vengeance of eternal fire," "the blackness of darkness for
ever," "the wine of the wrath of God," "the smoke of their torment" which "ascendeth up for ever and ever," and "the lake
of fire." He endorsed the judgment which fell so suddenly on
Ananias and Sapphira. He predicted the awful days which should
come upon Jerusalem when her enemies would lay her even with
the ground and her children within her, including babes at their
mothers' breasts. He bids heaven and His apostles and prophets
to rejoice at the overthrow of Babylon. "For God," He says,
"hath avenged you on her." He endorses the "great voice of
much people in heaven, saying Alleluia; salvation, and glory, and
honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: for true and righteous
are His judgments: for He hath judged the great whore, which
did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the
blood of His servants at her hand" (Rev. xviii. 20; xix. 1, 2). He
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endorsed the prediction that He Himself will " smite the nations :
and He shall rule them with a rod of iron." He declares of Himself
that "He treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God" (Rev. xix. 15). Despite the one-sided view of
God's character which Liberal Evangelicals take, our Lord predicts
that the devil, one of God's creatures, will be "cast into the lake
of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are,
and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever." He
also declares in the Revelation which God His Father gave unto
Him to show unto His servants that " Whosoever was
. not found
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire" (Rev. xx.
15). Are we to assume that all the teaching of the New Testament
in reference to future retribution is due to false representations of
God's character due to " the human mind "? Must we say of the
morality of the New Testament as well as of the Old, "The human
mind and not God must be held responsible" for it? We believe
that God the Holy Ghost has set forth both in the Old and the New
Testaments the true character of God, and because we do so believe
we dare not minimize the solemn teaching given therein in reference
to that eternal punishment which will be measured out upon the
finally impenitent.
The rej ection of the doctrine of Eternal Punishment is closely
associated with the view that the great end of punishment" is not
retributive but reformatory" (p. 128). It is designed to reclaim
and reform the sinner. It reminds us of a remark which we were
told was made by a poor mother whose son was executed. She
said, she hoped it would be a warning to him. How could the
antediluvians be reformed by the judgment of the flood? How
could the inhabitants of Sodom be reformed by their overthrow
with the people of the other cities of the plain? God as a Judge
punishes the ungodly as an act of justice. As a Father He chastises
for their good the members of His family. But all men are not
members of His family. The Bible does not teach the universal
Fatherhood of God as do Liberal Evangelicals. It speaks of some
who are" children of the devil" and others who are" childreJ! of
God" (1 John iii. 10; John viii. 44). It limits God's children to
those who have been" predestinated nnto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His
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will, to the praise of the glory of His grace" (Ephes. i. 5), and to
those who consequently are eventually born again and believe on
Christ's Name (John i. 12, 13).
Liberal Evangelicals, however, have no place for Predestination
in their theology, although they have subscribed to the Seventeenth
Article of Religion. In like manner they reject Eternal Punishment, although they have doubtless often used the words of the
Litany, "From everlasting damnation, good Lord, deliver us."
In conclusion we feel fully persuaded that the Bible clearly
teaches the solemn doctrine of the eternal punishment of the
wicked. The same Greek word which speaks of the eternity of
God and of the eternity of happiness for the godly, speaks of the
eternity of punishment for the ungodly. We cannot deny the
last without logically denying the other two truths. The late
Bishop J. C. Ryle says, " Let us hold fast the old truth, and believe
that as the happiness of the saved is eternal, so also is the misery
of the lost."
Bisrop Wordsworth's Sermon on Future Rewards and Punishments, p. 31 (quoted by Bishop J. C. Ryle), says, "If the punishment
of the wicked is only temporary, such will also be the happiness
of the righteous, which is repugnant to the whole teaching of
Scripture; but if the happiness of the righteous will be everlasting
(who will be equal to the angels, and their bodies will be like the
body of Christ), such also will be the punishment of the wicked"
(Bishop Ryle's Hold Fast, p. 53).
Dr. Griffith Thomas says, "Sin issues in death, the separation
of soul and body from God for evermore" (The Oatholic Faiih, p. 77).
The late Bishop Moule says, " Scripture makes it solemnly plain
that there will not be an actual salvation of all men. From the
first Scriptures to literally the last runs the doctrine of Two Ways,
and Two Ends" (Outlines of Christian Doctrine, pp. 177, 178).
The late Dr. David Brown, writing on the words of our Lord in
Matt. xxv. 46, says, "If the concluding words of this chapter,
expressly intended to teach the duration of future bliss and future
woe-personal and conscious-do not proclaim them to be both
alike unending, what words, supposing our Lord meant to teach
this, could possibly do it .~ And shall we venture-on the strength
of our own notions of what is just or worthy of God-to tamper
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with His teaching of Whom the Father hath said, 'This is My
Beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased: HEAR HIM' "1 Let
us meekly receive all that God has revealed>.however mysterious
His revealed Word may be to us.
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

,

(Thomas Houghton).

THE ADVANTAGES OF TRIALS.
WmLST the Lord doth not put upon us nwre than we are able to bear,
we have no room to complain; and that He never did, nor will do :
He loves His children too well. Few suffered severer trials than Paul ;
but he calls them "light afflictions." To flesh and blood trials and
afflictions are indeed grievous; and corrupt nature is apt, too apt,
to murmur and complain under them. But I firmly believe that we
shall not this side of the grave experience but few things that are in
reality greater blessings to us, through the love and goodness of our
gracious Father. When our warfare is ended, we shall then see that
what our shortsighted ignorance once called adversities or trials, were
in reality gracious blessings-that nothing befell us without causethat no trouble came on us sooner, or pressed on us more heavily, or
continued with us longer than our case required. We shall then be
fully sensible that our many afl:lictions were each, in their place, the
means employed by God's wisdom and grace, to fit, prepare, and
bring us to the possession of that " exceeding and eternal weight of
glory" which the Lord hath prepared for them that love Him. We
cannot too well 'consider, nor too firmly believe that passage, "All
things work together for good to them that love God." But how is
that 1 Why, Christ, Who is their head, knows how to turn everything to their advantage; and so all things, without any exception,
must infallibly work for their good.-Chades of Bala.

THE signs of the times loudly remind us that the Coming of the Lord
draweth nigh. How sweet and cheering it is, amid the deep gloom
of the present, to discern, as it were, the sound of His footsteps, Who
shall quickly descend with a shout (1 Thess. iv.). The hope of His
Coming again has ever been the hope of His Church, and a blessed,
sanctifying hope it is! But as each hour brings us nearer to the long'
looked-for day of redemption, it shortens our opportunities of service
here. How precious, then, is the present moment. Let us therefore
work while it is called to-day, and" as we have opportunity, let us do
good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of
faith."-The late Miss Armstrong.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" We will rejoiee in thy salvation, and in the name of our God we will
set tiP our banners: the LORD fulfil all thy petitions."-Psa. xx. 5.
DAYID, the King of Israel, under Divine inspiration, wrote this psalm.
" The day of trouble" was never far off for him. He was indeed". a
man of war," and had many battles to fight and many narrow escapes
from the enemy. And so he is speaking once again before some such
emergency. Perhaps he was going to war against the Syrians or
Ammon, or fleeing from Saul, or hiding from Absalom. Anyhow, it
was yet one more of David's many days of trouble, and he is praying
for his followers, and leading their voices in prayer, and encouraging
them to look alone to the God of Israel Who would not fail them.
What a wonderful resting place have the Lord's children found in all
ages in that expression "The name of the God of Jacob." How
often has little faith pleaded and pleaded not in vain! How often
has the weary, hunt-ed and chased one, run into "the name of the
Lord" and found it indeed" a Strong Tower." When the soul is at
its worst, fear overwhelms us with the thought that we shall surely
be overcome by this trial. It is heavier than any previous one. The
furnace is' hotter than we have ever experienced it before. Satan,
, we think, must conquer this time, but stay. That strong plea of
Moses comes to memory and we repeat it, " And what wilt Thou do
to Thy great Name?" We then prove that the unchangable JehovahJesus cannot go from His promise nor alter His purpose of love, and
once more His children are brought off the field" more than conquerors
through Him that hath loved" them. The sweet Psalmist prays that
God's people's" help" may come" from the sanctuary," and their
strength" out of Zion." The marginal reading brings it very closely
home. "Send thee thy help." "Oh!" says the soul, " that is just
what I want. The help that the Lord will send must be especially for
me: it must be mine according to my great and pressing need at this
time." And that is just what the Lord's help always is. It is timely,
and suitable, and according to our need; so Divinely compassionate
is our dear Redeemer. "And strengthen thee out of Zion." It is a
very sweet and sacred realization when some dear child of God, under
pressing and urgent trial, commits his way unto the Lord and seeks
the prayers of some of His servants. How often has it happened
that the Lord's people have sought to bear the case upon their hearts
before the Lord and the one for whom they have been praying has
been thus" strengthened out of Zion," and together they have ealled
upon their souls to magnify the Lord and to exalt His Name together.
We come to our text, " We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the
name of our God we will set up our banners: the LORD fulfil all thy
petitions." There has been a banner "given" unto all the Lord's
32
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redeemed people, and under it they go forth to battle with every
enemy, and over them it is "displayed because of the truth." It is
none other than Jehovah-Tsidkenu-the Lord our Righteousness.
Under that, and that alone, can they dare to go forward to the fight
and confidently expect victory and the fulfilling of all their petitions.
" The LORD fulfil all thy petitions." The word LORD is in capital
letters and consequently refers to Jehovah. The soul in conflict is
pleading the precious name of Jesus, His blood and righteousness, and
for His dear sake the Father must hear and answer. He cannot
turn away His mercy, nor His children's prayer, because of the merits
of His well-beloved Son. This statement, "The Lord fulfil all thy
petitions," is grounded upon the promises, and we know that they
" are all Yea and Amen in Christ Jesus," and therefore not one can
fail. The soul in union with Jesus pleads the promises which are His,
and must prevail. They must be fulfilled. For, said Jesus, " Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not pass away."
Thus the granting or fulfilling of "thy petitions" is the outcome
of the promises, dear child of God, which thou hast found in thine
heart to plead. Is not this rich encouragement indeed 1 Solomon
found it so, Jabez found it so, and all the elect family of God have
found and do find it so. Our Advocate is before His Father's throne
and we have proved His advocacy there. We love to encourage our
hearts in singing with dear Joseph Irons,
", Praying soul, dismiss thy fear;

Joy and peace wlll soon appear;
To the throne of grace draw nigh;
Jesus intercedes on high.
"Come before thy Father's throne.
Make thy wants and sorrows known;
Never, never doubt His love;

Jesns intercedes above.
" Let the world and Satan frown;
This should never cast thee down;
All is working for thy good;
Jesus intercedes with blood.
" Do corrnptions rise and rage?
Learn from God's inspired pa·ge,

Reigning grace shall sin subdue;
Jesus intercedes for you.
H

He has made thy cause His own;

He is Priest upon His Throne:
Thou shalt gain eternal bliss;
Jesus intercedes for this."
Oh! the readiness coupled with the ability of King Jesus to " fulfil
all thy petitions." The word of promise is given, " And it shall come
to pass, that before they call, I will answer, and while they are yet
speaking, I will hear." One loves to recall a remark of the late beloved
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James Ormiston on this passage. "There is the pre-knowledge of His
Eye; the pity of His Heart, and the power of His Hand."
It is He Who" recommends each broken prayer," as one has said,
and it is "the effectual, fervent (in-wrought) prayer of the righteous
that must and shall prevail." "The LORD fulfil all thy petitions."
He did it to countless multitudes now before the Throne singing
redemption's story, and He will do it also for thee, poor tempesttossed soul. He remembered the dying thief; He helped the woman
of Canaan; He healed the centurion's servant; and He made clean
the leper. He will fulfil all the petitions of all His people. He is with
them to save and succour; deliver and guide; to level mountains of
difficulties; to make darkness light and crooked things straight. For
He is God, and He is His people's God, the very God of Jacob, and
He says, "These things will I do unto them and not forsake them."
"He listens to their broken sighs,
Before they call, He hears;
And while they speak, their God replies,
And silences their fears.
" And their petitions He inspires,

For all their wants He sees,
Their very feelings and desires
Are marked in His decrees."

(J. Irons.)

All His dealings with His saints throughout their changing, chequered
history, give them cause to declare, "We will rejoice in Thy salvation,
and in the name of our God we·-will set up our banners."

R.

Sermonf3 anll Notef3 of ,SermOnf3.
THREE DIVINE "BEHOLDS."
CLIITON CONFERENCE COMMUNION SERMON PREACHED AT THE
:MEMORIAL CHURCH, VICTORIA SQUARE, CLIFTON, ON THURSDAY
EVENING, OCTOBER 8TH, 1903, BY THE LATE REV. W. T. TURPIN,
l\'!.A., INCUMBENT OF EMMANUEL CHURCH, EASTBOURNE.
THERE are three passages, beloved brethren, in the book of the prophet
Isaiah to which I invite your prayerful interest and attention this
evening. You will find the first in the 42nd chapter of the prophecy
of Isaiah, and in the first verse: "Behold My Servant, Whom I
uphold; Mine Elect, in Whom My soul delighteth; I have put My
Spirit upon Him: He shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.
He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause His voice to be heard in the
street. A bruised reed shall He not break, and the smoking flax
shall He not quench; He shall bring forth judgment unto truth."
The second is in the 50th chapter of the same prophecy, and in
the 7th verse: "Behold, the Lord God will help Me. Who is he that
shall condemn Me? Lo, they all shall wax old as a garment; the
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moth shall eat them up.". And the last is in the 52nd chapter of
the same prophecy, and the 13th verse: "Behold, My Servant shall
deal prudently, He shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high."
Now you will observe that these three passages are introduced to
us by a striking word that fixes our attention at once upon the Divine
utterance. We have here three Divine "Beholds," as if our God
would secure for us His own profound appreciation of His beloved
Servant, our Lord Jesus Christ---" His holy Servant," as He is termed
in the earlier chapters of the Acts: "Thine holy Servant Jesus."
I repeat, He would secure for us His own unfolding of what His heart
found in Him, and you will also notice that whilst we have in the first
and last Scriptures read to you Jehovah's intimation of all that was
in that blessed One, and His vindication of Him, His exaltation of
lIim, His suffering and all that He passed through, in the passage
between the two, that is to say, in the 50th chapter and 9th verse,
we have the utterance of our blessed Lord and Master in His Servantcharacter in the confidence, the implicit confidence in which He
reposed, the reliance in which He rested upon Him Whose Servant
He was.· Let us see, then, how in the first and last Scriptures it is
Jehovah's voice that arrests us with that word, "Behold," whereas
in the middle passage it is the Servant's expression of supreme obedience and reliance upon Him Who was His God and His Father.
I have thought that the passage would furnish us, by God's help,
with a little more of that blessed subject which has been before us
in the Conference during the last two days. The Lord Jesus Christ
presented to us as God the Son throughout Scripture, and equally
presented to us as Man in the glory of the same Person.
Now, in the first passage we have Jehovah's delight in His faithful
Servant very blessedly and preciously expressed to us. There is a
tenderness, a deep vein of affection in Jehovah's words when He
says" My Servant." Oh, that is more than a mere passing expression
of the fact that He was the Servant of Jehovah, in His precious Manhood and in His character here in this world. There is a great deal
in that word, " My Servant." Mine in the deepest tenderness and
affection of Mine own heart; Mine in the fullest appreciation of all
that was rendered by Him, though He was the Mighty God still, in
true Servant character here. And then, "My Servant Whom I
uphold." The One Who was sustained and Who was maintained in
all the blessed position of dependence which He was pleased to take
upon His God and Father, by the mighty hand of that God in Whom
He trusted. "My Servant Whom I uphold." Those words must
come before us in connection with all the life ministry and life service
of our blessed Lord, all the paths of sorrow that He traversed, all
the paths of opposition that He met with here in His place of most
blessed service as the Man amongst men. Study the Gospel of Mark,
for example, and you will See how His service is pre-eminently depicted
for us, the Gospel which was written peculiarly and especially to bring
that before us. And may I not point out to you, beloved brethren,
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also this, that in that very Gospel, in common with the Gospel according to St. John, you have no genealogy, you will notice this in reading
the other Gospels. In the Gospel of St. Matthew you find His Messianic
genealogy, if I may so say, and in the Gospel of St. Luke the genealogy
which connects Him especially with man here in this world. But in
the Gospel of John, where He is pre-eminentl)' unfolded to us as the
Mighty God, the Son of God, Who existed eternally, " in the beginning
the Word was," there is no genealogy; there could be no genealogy.
And then, equal though in no sense in the Gospel of Mark, the
genealogy is not the question, but the service that He was pleased to
render in His position of Servant here, and therefore the Gospel
commences, as you will notice, at once with His service, begins at
once with the wonderful ministry which the Holy Servant Jesus
rendered to His God and Father, and to man in all his needs and
necessities here in this world. That word" behold" therefore comes
before us here as that which especially belongs to the Servant. It is
just exactly what the Servant needs, if He is to sustain that character
and. to maintain that character here in this world. The upholding
of Him on Whom He leaned, Whose God He was from His mother's
belly;-in that wonderful 22nd Psalm, where His sufferings are
prophetically brought before liS, you have the same truth impressed
upon you as " Thou art my God from my mother's belly," " Go not
far from me, for trouble is near and there is none to help."
Oh, this word comes with peculiar force and preciousness to the
heart when we think what service He rendered. "My servant whom
I uphold, Mine Elect," again Jehovah says, "My Chosen One," My
own special, faithful Servant, "lI'line Elect, in Whom My soul
delighteth." Oh, if we were only a little more removed from the
ways of the world and the principles of the age that surrollnd us, I
feel convinced that our hearts would enter far more into all those
intimacies that exist between the Father and the Son, and between
the Servant and His God; and I feel convinced that all that which
so often clouds our affections and our hearts, and hinders in us a
Divine participation in our poor measure, in all that belongs specially
to Him in this character, would be set aside, and we would enter into
the Father's thoughts, Who found in Him everything according to His
pleasure. How blessed when the heart is free and less clouded by
the mists of time, and by all those things that so often obtrude themselves on us in this world. You will notice also, further, " I will put
My Spirit upon Him." He was pre-eminently the vessel of the Spirit
in His service. Not that His having received the Holy Ghost, as we
have it unfolded to us in the New Testament Scriptures, added anything to the glory of His person. That is one great point that must
ever be before our hearts and thoughts and minds, and that is that
nothing could be added to the glory of the Person of Him Who was
God and Man in that unity of Person.
His own position was maintained all through, and is carefully
guarded in Holy Scripture. The strengthening angel in Gethsemane
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did not go beyond the question of His blessed body. And the mighty
power of the Spirit of God was in relation to all the service that He
undertook to do for God and for man here in this world.
And then, may I ask you to notice also, along with this expression
of Jehovah's satisfaction in Him, His own character in the next two
verses, so preciously brought before us-" He shall not cry nor lift
up, nor cause His voice to be heard in the street." Oh, what a contrast
with all that obtains in this poor world to-day! A meek retirement,
if I may so say, with all holy reverence, belonged to the Man Christ
Jesus. That is certainly not the spirit of the times that are passing
over us now-a humility and perseverance in this character that was
altogether and wholly Divine belonged to our Lord Jesus Christ as
Servant. The unobtrusive loveliness, see it here-a meek retirement
that marks Him off from all men around Him, and whom He sought
to serve in the history of His grace on earth in time.
We know how the self-emptying of Bethlehem marked Him, and
how the self-surrender of Gethsemane marked Him, and how the
self-sacrifice-the voluntary and willing offering up of Himself on
Calvary-marked Him; and all these, in their place, bore witness
to what we have unfolded for us in the second and third verses.
And may I ask you also to observe the characters here that specially
received from Him the consideration which only He could give and
did enter into.
" A bruised reed shall He not break, and the smoking flax shall
He not quench." There is a great vein of tenderness in this expression.
Observe the character that is figured here " The bruised reed and
the smoking flax." A broken heart crushed by the tread of unkindness,
and the weakness and feebleness of the one who was left, as it were,
by men, and passed by by the superficial worker, never escaped the
thought and the heart and the consideration of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He was the One 'Who fully and specially bound up the broken heart.
And do you remember, if I may use a familiar expression, when He
read Himself in in the synagogue at Nazareth, how He specially and
peculiarly fulfilled His ministry there, and took it up: "He hath
sent Me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound."
Wherever there was misery, distress, need, or sorrow, He was the
ever ready helper at hand; no one was without a friend who needed
that solace which our Lord Jesus Christ, as the Perfect Servant, alone
could give.
Oh, the blessedness of just fixing our thoughts and minds upon
God's delight in His faithful Holy Servant, His own upholding of
Him, His own Election and Choice of Him as Servant, His own pntting
of His Spirit on Him, sealing Him in His ministry and for His ministry,
and sealing Him, remember, in the very character of His blessed
Person, the visible form that the descending Spirit was pleased to
take, descriptive of and prophetic of Him. The Holy Ghost in a
bodily shape like a dove, the bird of sorrow, and the bird of love,
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abode upon Him, and marked Him off for that ministry as the Elect,
Upheld, Faithful Servant of Jehovah.
And now may I pass from that part of the subject, precious and
interesting as it is to the heart, and turn to the second passage of
Holy Scripture in this prophecy of Isaiah, this wonderful 9th verse
of the 50th chapter 1 Here we have His own voice so preciously set
before us: "Behold the Lord God will help Me." A confidence that
never wavered, a confidence that was always placed in His God, a
reliance that always rested there in Him. They are wonderful words:
" The Lm'd God will help Me",. His own confession of what was so
freely and so willingly bestowed by His God on Him. And in this
connection, have you noticed in verses 4 and 5, how the Holy Ghost
unfolds .to us, what I might call (and I trust I am in the very deepest
and holies.t reverence in the presence of God), the education of His
Servant? I think I see in these 4th and 5th verses of the 50th chapter
of Isaiah, a wonderful intimation of the education of Christ as the
Servant for this great ministry that He undertook. You will observe
how He uses the words, " He openeth Mine ear morning by morning
to hear," as the disciple.
And then you will notice another word so sweet and tender: "The
Lord God hath given Me the tongue of the learned that I might speak
a word in season to him that is weary," or, as I think it might be
translated, " That I might build up the weary with words." But oh,
what thoughts come before us in connection with His having learned
this in His place of Manhood, and in His Servant character here. He
was taught and trained and educated, morning by morning. Various
were the means of it, but perfect all through; morning by morning.
And" how to speak a word in season." Oh, many and many a time
when one has pondered over these words of our Blessed Lord and
Master Himself in this connection, and when one has thought over
how little and how feebly our ears are opened morning by morning,
and how poor are the words by which we often, as His poor servants,
speak for Him. But when we think of the education of the Perfect
Servant, and of the confidence of the Perfect Servant, and the reliance
·of this Perfect Servant, in respect of His office as Servant, is it not
wonderful how He learned it! And that He learned also how to
sympathize with His poor' people in their sorrows and griefs as well,
as we have it in the Epistle to the Hebrews. Oh, it is a subject full
of the deepest joy and the deepest thought for our poor hearts. And
then observe His appeal and His assurance of vindication here when
He says, "for the Lord God will help Me; therefore shall I not be
confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that
I shall not be ashamed." Yes, Jesus Christ stayed Himself through
the long hours of His trial upon the sustainment and solace which
He received from God His Father. I would only point out as a matter
of Scripture now, that the word justification here is used in the sense
of vindication, and it is not used in the sense of justification as we
apply it to ourselves as sinners, but in the sense of His being vindicated
and justified by His God in Whom He ever trusted.
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And now let us turn to the last Scripture, and observe what we
have here-viz., not only the fact that He was upheld, and that He
was the chosen Servant, as in the 42nd chapter; but in the 52nd
chapter and 13th verse-blessed words-" Behold, My Servant shall
deal prudently," or, in a proper manner--wisely, the margin renders
it. "He shall be exalted, and shall be very high." Surely it carries
us on to all that followed-the great crowning act of His service and
ministry here in this world. He served J ehovah His God in life. He
served man-even His rejector and His refuser in life. His life
ministry was one of unchanging arid undeviating service both to
God and man-the perfect Servant throughout and in all. He laid
down that life which no one could take from Him; He surrendered
it in atonement for sin. His own words are, " No man taketh it from
Me." It was a voluntary atoni'fI{J sacrifice. This is followed by the
expression of Jehovah's acceptance and appreciation in His resurrection from among the dead, as well as His exaltation to the right
hand of God-" My Servant shall be lifted up, and shall be very
high" (R.V.). Does not it carry our thoughts at once to two other
passages of Holy Scripture in the New Testament in attestation of this,
so that the Old and New combine in their testimony to His glory as
well as to the perfection of all that He accomplished. Let us ponder
wcll in this connection, Phil. ii. 9-" Wherefore, God also hath
highly exalted Him and given Him a name which is above every
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth (or properly,
infernal things), and that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." "A name that is
above every name." I believe that name to be the name of Jesus.
I believe that name specially stands there as the pre-eminent name.
And then the other passage is that found in Hebrews i. 3, where
the Apostle also brings clearly before our thoughts the same great
truth, "when He had, by Himself, purged our sins, sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on High." He took it in right and in all
the glory that He had secured and won in His Atoning Sacrifice and
death. He Himself, Who laid down His life voluntarily, and freely,
and sacrificially upon the cross, took it again. "I have power to lay
it down, and I have power to take it again." But He took it in
obedience to His Father, still as the Servant.
And then there is but one other remark, if you will suffer it a moment,
in connection with this, which I ought not to pass over; it is in connection with Psalm xxi. 5, 6: observe the marginal reading which
is very suggestive, " set Him to be bless·ings." It is a wonderful word,
this. He Who has passed through the grave and risen again, and is
at God's right hand, sits there as the depository of every blessing
for His elect people.
He is the great Reservoir, if I may so say, the all-Fulness of which
all His own receive blessings which alone can satisfy the longings and
the cravings of the heart.
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Beloved friends, may I commend affectionately to your prayerful
meditation these three passages of Scripture in close connection
with what has been brought before us during the last two days here 1
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the faithful Servant of Jehovah, all His pathway through this world, sealing His life testimony by His atoning
sacrifice, raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, claimed
by Him as His very own, highly exalted" far above all principality
and might and power and dominion, and every name that is named."
And let us ever remember when we read these words that principalities and powers and names are termini to us-that is, we cannot
go beyond them; but with our Lord Jesus Christ they are points of
departure-they are no termini to Him. He went up far above all
these, and then it is added, " And hath put all things under His feet
and gave Him to be Head over all things to the Church, which is His
body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all." What can we say,
then, to these things 1 There is but one utterance worthy of them,
and may we say it with all our hearts-" Thanks be unto God for
His unspeakable gift! "
PARALLEL PASSAGES.
• (Concluded from page 395.)
" Chr·ist loved the Church, and gave Himself for it."-EpH. v. 25.
MAY God the Holy Spirit sanctify to both readers and writer the
continuation of the study of parallel passages in the Word of God.
Isa. xlvi. 13 and Ix. 19; "Israel My glory "-" Thy God thy glory."
The Lord glories in His people and they glory in Him. Perhaps no
Book of Scripture teaches this more fully than the Song of Solomon.
The mutual attractions between Christ and the Church are the subject
and repeated theme of the love-song. Love sees attractions where
none but the eyes of love can see them. The world sees no beauty
in Christ. Christ sees, alas! no beauty in us by nature. "I am black,"
we are compelled and constrained to admit. "But comely," we are
permitted to add when grace has changed and cleansed our hearts.
The world will ever say of Christ, " When we shall see Him, there is
is no beauty that we should desire Him." There is nothing in Christ
that she esteems desirable. The Church, however, is irresistibly drawn
to Him by His Spirit. Here she loves Him, feels after Him, pants to
follow Him more closely, longs for His uninterrupted companionship.
She realizes that" He hath no . . . comeliness" which He doth not
will that she shall share. She is "comely," though "black," by
reason of His grace enveloping her. She glories in this. He, surveying her covered with His Own righteousness, glories in her appearance
and" renown (which) went'forth among the heathen." "For it was
perfect," He says, "through My comeliness which I had put upon
her." This is her present. Then what when she is finally transformed
and translated 1 Ah! then we shall read between the lines of Isa.
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liii. 2. When at last our eyes behold" the King in His beauty," He
will stand out so absorbingly and so " altogether lovely" that we shall
be unable to suggest anything to improve the sight. Nothing will be
desired or wanting to complete the grand perfection. His glory, both
revealed and bestowed, will absolutely surpass our utmost thoughts
and hopes. Oh! how one longs for that glorious, lasting vision!
John v. 16; Acts ix. 29: "The Jews . . . sought to slay (Jesus)"
-" They went about to slay (Saul)." What happened to the Master
will happen to the servant. The Church in her entirety and in her
separate members must expect no better handling than her Lord
received. The world is her enemy and is ever at warfare to persecute
and destroy her. "The Jews . . . sought to slay" the Lord Jesus,
the very Man, the on!y Man Who could give salvation to them. "He
came unto His Own and His Own received him not." They did not
know their need, they did not want Him, they did not see their guilt.
So they" received Him not." Later when the Apostle Paul preached
repentance, righteousness and faith in Christ, they again wanted none
of it, and none of him, and none of Christ. The world is the same
to-day, satisfied to be left alone, unwilling to be stirred up. Satisfied
with darkness, unwilling for light. And the Church must bear, and
bear patiently, the anger, the scorn, and the buffeting of the enemies
of Christ. What does it cost 1 Ah! beloved, something less than
it cost Him and His servant Paul. We are not often hunted to death.
And if our God gives it to us to suffer for righteousness' sake, He gives
us also the needful courage and grace for such severe discipline.
Undoubtedly this form of fiery trial is increasing in these latter days.
The nearer we come to the day of the Lord, the hotter the fight will
be; the more difficult the contest, the more dangerous the warfare,
the more deadly the onslaught. But for each one in his day it is
not really very long, and the victory is very sure. For our mighty
Captain is on the side of all those who are on His! He will see to it
that not a hair of our heads is lost in vain. Though the body may
le wounded and scarred in the battle, the spirit will be preserved to
life everlasting. While, too, the body is bleeding below, the Head is
surely close to its suffering members; and where the Head has soared
as Conqueror, the body will finally follow triumphant. Oh! fellow
Christian, we can bear a little more and a little longer. Complete
deliverance is before us, and the Lord is now and ever our stronghold
and our strength!
Gen. xlv. 4; Acts ix. 5: "I am Joseph . . . whom ye sold "-" I
am Jesus Whom thou persecutest." Again the same conflict-----Christ
and the Church uttering a similar complaint. Both are complaints of
base cruelty. The son of man in " Joseph" had been illtreated by
his brethren, and later the Son of God in " Jesus" was illtreated by
His. His Own rejected Him! In each case the accusation was in
a measure past, but to Joseph's brethren it brought fea.r and apprehension, while in San! it wrought repentance and faith. The sentences
are a most pathetic appeal. They touch our inmost soul as the child
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of God seems to hear the Son of God say to the individual heart,
" Thou art the man." For we are all by nature prone to persecute
and sell. At times it costs seemingly too much to own our Lord, and
we are betrayed into being, at least in appearance, on the wrong side.
Like' Paul, until that voice of love arrested him. Do we realize that
at such times we are really persecuting the Lord Jesus! It is, however, mercifully true that our God can bring good out of it. Then, too,
the fact remains that the Church will meet with sore and constant
persecution during time. Even as the flesh and the Spirit are always
at variance in the renewed man, so the world and the church are
always at enmity on earth, yet the Church will survive every persecution. Let us take courage and keep steadfast.
Song of Solomon viii. 5; Isa. Ixiii. 1: "Who is this that cometh ?
" The first is spoken of the Bride, the Church; the other is spoken
of the Bridegroom, the Redeemer. Both are followed by the Divine
Almighty" I " of redemption-" I raised thee up "-" I . . . mighty
to save." The Church is.coming " UP " because she has been" raised
. . . up" from her helplessness and defilement "under the apple
tree." The Redeemer is coming" From" the agony and anguish of
conflict which He endured for her in order that He might" raise (her)
up." She is "leaning upon her Beloved" because He is ever close
to her. He is coming forth" alone," because of the people there was
none with" Him." "There was none to help," "none to uphold," no
arm for Him to lean upon when He said, " I have trodden the winepress alone. . . . The year of My redeemed is come." Now the
Bride can travel safely" up from the wilderness," because the Bridegroom was willing to come down to it for her. Down to the lowest
depths! He came down to this earthly" wilderness," even to the
grave, and bore for us the full penalty of sin, ere He came forth
victoriously "from Edom (and) Bozrah" proclaiming Himself, "I
. . . mighty to save."
The question in each case is followed by the desire and plea of the
Bride for the return of the Bridegroom. Song of Solomon viii. 14:
" Make haste, My Beloved," etc.; and Isa. Ixiv. 1 opens with the
same longing, " Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that Thou
wouldest come down." Although the Bride is consciously raised up,
she yet feels that her Belo,ved is away from her, yet realizes that He
is far above her. She owns that she is still coming" up from the
wilderness," she knows that He is yet coming down to claim her.
She is safe leaning on Him throughout her journey-leaning in love,
leaning in dependence, leaning for comfort, leaning for safety. His
arm is ever around and upholding her. But she longs for His personal
presence; she longs for her final and complete consummation; she
longs for His literal coming" down." "Make haste," " Come down,"
is her constant, ceaseless cry. May He speedily" rend the heavens "
and return for His waiting Bride, so shall she be" ever with the Lord."

New Eltham, S.E.9.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
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A FAR-REACHING SERMON.

WHEN people have heard of the blessed effects following the preaching
of the Gospel by some of God's eminent servants, they have sometimes felt inclined to be envious. They have imagined that if they
could but have heard Whitfield or Newton, for instance, they might
have been converted sooner, or more conspicuously. They have
heard or read of persons being so thoroughly converted that it has
been evident to all that a change has taken place in their lives, and
it seems to such as though these remarkable cases are seldom met
with in this day. The result is, many persons are apt to attach more
importance to the instrument than to the Message. It appears to
be forgotten that it is by the Holy Spirit's operation upon the mind,
will, and affections, that a man is translated from death to Life. It
is as the Holy Spirit convinces of sin, and of God's righteousness in
condemning the sinner, that the man is prepared for the revelation
of God's love and mercy in the Lord Jesus (see John xvi. 7-11). God
has righteously condemned sin. As the Substitute of His people, the
Lord Jesus became the Sin-bearer; and through Him God can show
mercy in a way of righteousness because the Lord Jesus has not only
died for sin, but He has also obtained for His people a perfect Righteousness (see 2 Cor. v. 21).
When a man is, in any measure, brought to cry out, " What must
I do to be saved? " it is the Holy Spirit's gracious office to present the
Lord Jesus Christ to such a man as an answer to his inquiry, and as
the alone object for his faith to rest upon. Hence the main object
of the Gospel is to hold before men's eyes the Lord Jesus as the One
remedy for sin. This is apostolic doctrine and practice (1 Cor. ii. 2 ;
Gal. vi. 14; Acts ii. 22, 24, 36).
When Philip was sent by the Holy Spirit to meet the Ethiopian
Nobleman, and found him reading in the book of the Prophet Isaiah,
he said to him, "Understandeth thou what thou readest?" (Acts
viii. 30). He had to answer" No," but added, "Come up into my
chariot and teach me." This Nobleman had been reading concerning the Messiah without understanding the spiritual truth. When,
however, Philip "preached unto him Jesus," then the Holy Spirit
eulightened his understanding, and he saw Christ, the anointed Messiah,
as his Saviou!. He believed in Him: he loved Him, and followed
Him. This wonderful conversion was not Philip's work, but the Holy
Spirit used Philip as His instrument to set before the Nobleman that
truth, which being believed, brought salvation and peace.
There is no true preaching which has not for its object the setting
forth of the Lord Jesus as the One Thing needful: the Saviour exactly
suited in every particular for the poor needy sinner. God in His
wisdom has not recorded the words in which Philip "preached unto
him Jesus," but in every case of true conversion it is evident the
work is that of the Holy Spirit and not of man. What is important
to observe is that Philip did preach, or expounded the Scriptures so
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clearly, that he set forth the Lord Jesus as the Saviour, and the
Ethiopian believed and was saved.
Another remarkable instance of the result that often follows the
faithful preaching of the Gospel is found in John (chapter i. 36-42).
In one short sentence John the Baptist preached the whole Gospel,
and its effect was instantaneous. There is no limit to the power of
God, the Holy Spirit. When men submit to be led and taught by
Him, and when they are willing to preach" as the truth is in Jesus"
(Eph. iv. 21), without fear and without qualification, because they
have themselves been taught by the Spirit of all Truth, then wonderful
results may be looked for. The Lord Jesus was walking near to the
place where John the Baptist was engaged in preaching. John looked
up, and beholding Him, cried out, by the manifest power of the Holy
Spirit, "Behold the Lamb of God, Who taketh away the sin of the
world."
Two of John's disciples heard these words: they believed at once,
and they evidenced their faith by unhesitatingly following Him. Then
observe: He Who knows all His "sheep," and Who calls them all
by name (John x. 27), turned to these two spiritually newly born men
and prepared a way for them to openly confess Him. "What seek
ye ?" he inquired. Their answer was a further inquiry, "Lord,
where dwellest Thou?" "Come and see," was His gracious response,
and then they proved the truth of the words, " With this man will I
dwell, even with him that is of a humble and contrite spirit, and wto
trembleth at My Word" (Isa. lvii. 15 with Isa. lxvi. 2). Now there
was a fulfilment of those precious words of the Lord Jesus (John xv. 5) :
" He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for severed from Me ye can do nothing." One of these believers
went forth to search for his brother: his faith was producing fruit.
Re had been given peace of soul, for he had found the Saviour, and
he desired that his brother might also be brought to know the Lord.
Meeting his brother he exclaims in an ecstasy of joy, "We have found
the Messiah, the Anointed One" (John i. 41), and Simon being brought
to the Lord J esllS, had faith wrought in him. He too was born again
of a new and spiritual birth. He was made a "new creature in
Christ Jesus." It is true he failed later on when he denied his Saviour,
but he was brought to true repentance, and was graciously so used
by the Holy Spirit to preach the Gospel, and to lift up the Lord
Jesus, that on one occasion three thousand persons were led to make
confession of their faith in "the Lamb of God, Who taketh away
the sin of the world."
Many of those three thousand undoubtedly carried the Good News
to others, and thus we learn that by the blessing of God, the sermon
of John the Baptist has had an effect which has not yet ceased.
"Sow beside all waters" (Isa. xxxii. 20), "for thou knowest not
whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall
be alike good" (Eccles. xi. 6).

P. J. B.
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"TOWARD THE SUNRISING."
(THE LATE MRS. ADAMS, OF SHANKLIN, ISLE OF WIGHT.)

IN the account of the journeys of Israel from one place to another
there occurs this brief but most expressive little description (Num.
xxi. 11). "They journeyed . . . and pitched . . . in the wilderness
. . . toward the sunrising." Is not this the history of the children
of God, the spiritual Israel 1 They journey, they are constantly
moving or being moved by the providential leadings of God. They
do not stand still long, they move onward-but ever "toward the
sunrising," the glorious joy set before them, when the Sun shall rise
to their longing vision and set no more. They are not always journeying. They pitch, an expression which is incidental to tent life, pitching
their tents for a shorter or longer period as God directs. The world
around is the wilderness, hilly, dry, rough to the sensitized, Spiritquickened vision of those who have seen Him and want no other sight.
"They who meet Him unaware
Can never reat on earth again."

There is a light in front. Their eyes catch the gleam, and whether
they journey or pitch, their faces are ever" toward the sunrising."
This was so in the pilgrim course of dear Mrs. Adams, the eldest
daughter of our late beloved editor, Dr. Doudney. She was very
gently gathered Home on September 8th, at Shanklin, Isle of Wight.
Readers of this magazine will remember her occasional contributions,
often sacred tributes to the memory of valued ones just taken Home,
But more especially was she known as co-writer with her brother (Rev.
D. A. Doudney, M.A., Rector of Hatford, Berks) of the memoir of
their father. She was very winsome and much beloved. Her sweet
sunny face, as " she spake of Him," won many hearts. How many
have been led to Christ through her faithful testimony will only be
known when He Himself shall declare it.
I have been privileged with her warm friendship for many years,
friendsbip wbich was deepened by our mutual affection for and
associations with ber much loved father. In ber last letters to me she
alluded to him often. She had been reading some of bis books, and
experiencing tbe truth of his testimony to the keenness of spiritual
warfare. She knew in no small degree the" fightings and fears within,
without," but came from the conflict with serene face and cheerful
thanksgiving.
She was a truly bappy wife and mother, idolized by her children, and
spared to celebrate the golden wedding in 1920 at the home of a
tenderly loved daughter in Sark. She bad been a sufferer for many
years from heart trouble, with constitutional pain and weakness; but
she was so patient, so trustful. It was an object lesson to hear ber
paraphrase the words, "ltfy grace is sufficient for thee" as, "He
keeps saying to me, Is not that beautiful1" She had just entered
her 80th year when she was called Home. She was 79 three daya
before ber entry into eternal joy.

The Gospel Magazine

489

Her beloved husband, who was critically ill during her last days,
was called to his rest just eight days afterwards, never having been
told of his dear wife's death. What a glad surprise for him on the
other side! No parting words, only the sweet sudden welcome. Truly
the Lord was very gracious to His loved ones.
She was a diligent student of the Word of God, delighting in little
" finds," as they have been called, passing them on for others to share
the spoil. She always spent her waking hours in communion with
God and His written Word. She said to me on one occasion when
urging me to do likewise, " Such a joy. It feels like the trysting-place
with a lover. One looks forward to it every morning, and He never
disappoints. He opens up the secrets of His love throughout His
"Word." In one of her letters she wrote, " God is so good to me, calls
me still soon after five, and gives me such a feast in the Word. To-day,
it was a little gleam of light thrown on Deut. viii. after showing all
the way the Lord leads us (verses 2 to 5), and all the Lord does for His
children, then thou shalt also consider in thine "heart that as a man
chasteneth his son so the Lord chasteneth thee. Therefore thou shalt
keep His commandments to walk in His ways and fcar Him. You
see what pains the Lord takes with His children and what He expects
of us. Couple it with Rev. vii. 14, ' These are they which came out
of great tribulation and therefore they are before the Throne.''' Another
time she wrote, " He woke me this morning with the words, ' The joy
of the Lord is your strength.' I seem carried along these days in a
strength not my own over all the rough places. 'God that performeth
all things for me.' Oh! it is so lovely to see Him work." Another
time she wrote, " I got a lovely message this morning, ' Arise, get thee
to ZareI!.hath' (a workshop for repairing and melting metals). Those
whom He loves best He refines. The reason 1 Pet. i. 7. The clue
to our trials, the pricelessness of our faith to God. It is His fine gold. . . I am in His Hands. A safe and blessed place."
During the war she carried on important work for the Lord amongst
the soldiers who were located in Shanklin, for whose souls she yearned.
The death of her youngest beloved son in Flanders impelled her to
great energy for their welfare. She had gatherings for tea and Gospel
addresses. Her eHorts and Mr. Adams' were very much appreciated
and abundantly blessed, as their letters and sayings testified. In
one letter she wrote, " God's Hand was over it all from beginning to
end. God gave me a message, and I did not feel I was speaking
at all but listening to some one else. A nurse who called in said it
sounded like it. Was not that beautiful of the Lord? I quite forgot
everything else but the Lord and the men to whom I was speaking.
It was, indeed, an answer to prayer." Oh! how she rejoiced when
she perceived the Lord working through her.
Before she went to Sark in 1920 the prospect of it with its isolated
situation and difficult journey was not ideal to her, but with her usual
sweet submission to all the Lord's dealings with her, she wrote, " The
Lord said to me the word' Patmos,' and I know it is all right. If I
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have fresh vision of Christ over there, how beautiful!" "But God"
was a very favourite expression. She loved to draw attention to
instances of man's plans, "but God" overruled all quite differently.
About this time she wrote in a small album I have.. While place we seek, and place we shun,
The soul finds happiness in none;
Bnt with my God to guide my way
'Tis equal joy t.() go or stay.
Conld I be cast where Thou art not
That were indeed a dreadful lot I
Put regions none remote I call,

Secnre of finding God in all." (Madame Guyon.)
Lately she wrote, "It will be a joy to see you and talk over things.
Any -blessing the Lord gives must be passed on, like David poured out
the sacred water at Bethlehem. He did not keep it for himself, and
it is so lovely to help other pilgrims on the Homeward path." She
felt of late she was not far from Home-and her complete acquiescence
and submission to the entire wiII of God was so desired. Lately, in
asking for prayer she wrote, .. Don't ask for healing but that the Lord's
will may be done in the smallest particular." Later," I want to talk
over many things. . . . The Home-call will come before long, I feel
sure, and through God's marvellous love and mercy I am not afraid."
And later, " Oh, how lovely it is to feel in His Hands whether for life
or death."
Now let us return to the title, " Toward the sunrising." A much
esteemed friend sent me a brief paper on the subject, indeed, it
suggested my own thoughts on the words. It had seemed to him so
applicable to dear Mrs. Adams with her bright serene face lit" up as it
were with the reflection of the sun rising. He writes, " In this chapter
(Num. xxi.) we have four great truths. I. Substitution (verse 9),
Il. Sunrising (verse 11), Ill. Song (verse 17), IV. Springing water
(verse 17). Dear Mrs. Adams knew the first. Her feet were then
turned Zionward towards the radiance of the everlasting Sun. This
caused a bubbling up of song, the song~ of Zion in her redeemed
heart. And as she journeyed she found spiritual refreshment by
drinking of the ever-fresh supply of Heaven's springing well." Thus
writes one who knew her, and all these remarks would be confirmed
by everyone who had the joy of knowing her. These four points
are all corroborated in her letters. "I come to the mercy-seat
is a poor forgiven sinner and throw myself on God in the all prevailing
name of Jesus, 'shipwrecked' on to God." "How lovely to feel one's
life is hid with Christ in God." .. The Lord may come for us so
soon now" (her constantly expressed hope.) "I have much to cheer
me. At every step God meets me in some form or other, His most
loving care proving that' the Lord's mind is full of His own.' . . .
So much to tell you of His goodness. He is more to me every day
I live." "Praise Him" waS continually in her letters and on her
lips. She was full of praise, in trial as well as in deliverance.
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And so after this praisefullife she" fell on sleep" to awaken to the
sight of the Master's Face. I have heard she looked" so satisfied" in
her last sleep. Some favourite lines of hers were.. Oh! dare and suffer all things,
'Tis but a stretch of road,
'rben-wondrous words of welcome,
Ant! then-the Face of God I"

Now she knows this bliss in all its fulness. Some little time ago,
writing of her sleepless, painful nights, she said, " I expect I shall be
called Home one of these nights. Any time, if you hear it, praise God,
thank Him, and rejoice with me in the joy of the Home going. We
shall soon meet again. You remember I am only going by the earlier
train, and shall have so much to tell you when you get there, dearest
Nettie." And this message she would fain give to all who loved her.
The sweet voice is stilled on earth, to sound yet more sweetly in the
glory song 'above, beyond the sunrising where there is no sunset. We
shall meet again; for we are linked together with Him.
"Praise God the shepherd is so sweet,
Praise God tbe country is so fair.
We could not bold her from His feet, .,
We can but haste to meet her There;
And Him Who is " aU the glory."
NETTlE.
OLNEY AND ITS ASSOCIATIONS.
IT is always a happy privilege to tread in the earthly footsteps of
the saints of God, and this privilege is given in no small degree to us,
who inhabit the town and neighbourhood of Olney.
The most casual visitor can hardly fail to be struck with the charm
of the whole of our surroundings:· the peaceful, beautiful country :11

Here, Ouse, slow winding through a level plain
. . . conducts t.he eye along his sinuous course
Delighted." (Task, Book I.)

The delightful old·world town, with its wide street (the widest but
one in all England it is said); the sunny market place, and the church
with its noble spire; but to us, the greatest charm of all lies in Olney's
hallowed associations, in the knowledge that our streets have been
trodden by those of whom we have a sure and certain hope that they
are amongst that multitude which no man can number, who follow the
Lamb whithersoever He goeth, in the streets of that city of which it
is written that its inhabitants" shall go no more out."
No less than six of our great evangelical teachers and leaders-the
vigorous and evangelistic Newton, the holy and gentle Cowper, the
godly and learned Scott, the zealous, missionary·hearted Carey, the
eloquent, persuasive Legh Richmond, the earnest teacher, Sutcliff; all,
at some time of their lives, inhabited our town and neighbourhood.
Are we not honoured and privileged indeed 1
33
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It is, however, to the two first 'of this noble company that our
thoughts turn to-day.
Never, perhaps, were two men more utterly and entirely unlike in
character and temperament, than the rugged, cheerful, strong-minded
Newton, to whose most blessed ministry many (how many thp great
day alone will declare) owed their conversion, and the gentle, retiring,
refined poet, Cowper.
As, however, in the body politic the most diverse gifts are needed
for the welfare of the whole, so in " the Church which is His Body"
(Eph. i. 23), the redeemed family of the children of God, every gift
and every character are needed for the Master's use,
There are few more beautiful episodes in the history of our Church
and literature than the friendship of these two believers, and they
have left us a memorial thereof in that precious volume, " The Olney
Hymns," "intended," says Newton, in the introduction, " as a monument, to perpetuate the remembrance of an intimate and endeared
friendship."
To take some of Newton's best known contributions, who has not
bee!! moved with feelings too deep for words by that immortal hymn,
" How sweet the N aIDe" ?

stirred with heart-searching questions by" 'Tis a point I long to know
Do I love the Lord or no? " .
inspired with thoughts of our citizenship in heaven by" Glorious things of thee are spoken,"

made to realize as never before the presence of Him Who sticketh
closer than a brother by the words"Poor, weak, and worthless, though I am,
I have a rich, almighty Friend;
Jesus, the Saviour, is His Name

He freely loves and without end";
and last, but by no means least, how many of us have been inspired
and encouraged to more earnest prayer by the dear familiar linesCome, my soul, thy suit prepare."
Let us now turn to our gentle poet. Who is not touched by the
gentle pleading ofH

11

J esns speaks, and speaks to thee,
Say poor sinner, loy'st thou :rvIe? "

to which, perhaps, some of us owe our first realization of the redeeming
love of the Saviour; and how our hearts respond to that genuine
longing after holiness in" Oh I for a closer walk with God."
Many of us, too, have been cheered in dark and depressing moments,
;those times which none can entirely escape, by those words, the truth
of which we have proved ;-
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.. Sometimes a light surprises
The Christian while he BingS,"
and made remember that" whom He loveth He chasteneth " by the
gentle reminder :" 'Tis my happiness below
Not to live without the cross."
So we might continue, but each can add to the list for himself, from
the secrets of his own spiritual experience.
Let us follow these two saints to the bound of life. "I am packed,
~nd sealed, and waiting for post," says the dying Newton. "My
~emory is nearly gone, but I remember two things, that I am a great
sinner and that Christ is a great Saviour." His mortal body awaits
the morning of the resurrection in our beautiful churchyard. The
monument tells us how he had been " by the rich mercy of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ Pardoned, Redeemed, Restored."
And what of Cowper! that gentle holy soul, of whom his friend
said, "No one walked more closely with God or was more simply
devoted to Him in all things." For some inscrutable and mysterious
reason, beyond our understanding, to Cowper no joy in departing was
allowed. "I feel," he said, "unutterable despair." Was he then
forsaken by his Saviour, plucked from the Good Shepherd's hand!
No, a thousand times no. This poor darkened mind is only one of
those sorrowfnl enigmas of life which those who know the redeeming
love of Christ which passeth knowledge, can trustfully leave at the
foot of His Cross.
Here, aa in all else for time and eternity :"Beneath the CroBs of Jesus
I fain would take my stand."
Surely no sonl was ever carried more safely and lovingly through
the dark waters by the Good Shepherd than" this stricken hind" (as
he calls himself), this trembling child of God, and perhaps none realizes
more joyfully than he what it is to be " where the day breaks and the
shadows fI.ee away," what it is to be safe in the arms of Jesus.

C. R. T.
JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
I FEEL sure that the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE must be impressed with the thought that " the Times" are becoming more and
more "Troublous" as the years roll by. Such is to be expected.
For the God-breathed Word informs us that" evil men and seducers
(imposters) shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived"
(2 Tim. iii. 13), and in the same chapter we are told that in the last
days" perilous (grievous, difficnlt) times shall come" (verse 1). And
all the characteristics of those perilous times, which are set forth in
the following verses, are clearly to be discerned in our own day,
though they were written down more than eighteen centuries ago.
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All the schemes and efforts of Reformers, Philanthropists, Educationalists, Religionists, and World Powers have not availed to bring
about a better state of things; and prove the prediction to be false,
or stay the arrival of the foretold grievous and difficult times. This
fact is a collateral proof of the inspiration of the Scriptures.
Moreover, as our dear Editor has shown in his "Wayside Notes,"
the predicted apostasy, which is to bring the Lawless One upon the
scene of the world, has latterly increased by leaps and bounds, and
" ministers" in the Churches in England, and America, as well as
in other lands, and even in the Mission Field, now openly deny and
renounce the fundamental truths of Christianity, such as the supernatural Virgin Birth of the Saviour, His essential Deity, His vicarious atonement, and His physical resurrection from the dead. This
is done by men in the Episcopal, Presbyterian, Methodist, and other
Churches, in" spite of the formularies of those Churches which they
were bound to maintain.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Some years ago, a Rector of the Church of England, a relative,
who himself combined the now common double role of a "High
Churchman" and a Rationalist, told me that he thought the London
clergy did not" believe in anything," i.e., theologically. Of course,
he meant those of whom he had some knowledge. This being so,
when some more prominent men express publicly their unbelief, the
many are emboldened to side with them.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

The stream of ministerial succession has been poisoned at its source.
Unregenerate men have been" ordained" to the Ministry, and therefore, it is not to be wondered at that such sooner or later show themselves to be " destitute of the truth" (see 1 Tim. vi. 3-5), rejecting
all that is supernatural.
The destructive critics, the deniers of the foundation truths of the
Bible, are really infidels, for they reject the essential truths of Christianity. Real Christianity is a life of faith, a faith God-given, and Godmaintained. "We walk by faith, not by sight."
Although it" is true that" not many wise are called," yet the super_natural truths of the Gospel have been firmly believed in, throughout
the Christian era, by men who were at least equal in scholarship to
so-called" Modernists," and many of them far superior in learning.
But they possessed something besides, viz., God's teaching and Spiritwrought faith.
"Human wisdom, without this, will come to nought, as it is written:
" I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing
the understanding of the prudent" (1 Cor. i. "19).
> " Science "-much of which is not science (knowledge), but only
speculation (1 Tim. vi. 20, 21), can never show the impossibility of

•
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the supernatural or the power of God, with whom all things· are
possihle. What is needed is to have the humility and teachableness
of little children, and to receive God's testimony as such. The Lord
Jesus said, "I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of Heaven and earth,
because Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and
hast revealed them unto babes" (Matt. xi. 25).

*

*

*

*

*

*

Our Editor quotes (" G. M." for August, page 332): "The authority
of a Bible presumed to be equally inspired in all its parts, infallible
in all its teaching, precipitated the Church in a series of tragic conflicts with reason and science, and forced upon it a persecuting role,
utterly foreign to the spirit of Jesus," etc.
But" the Church" was sometimes wrong, and its" persecuting role"
was a consequence of its not interpreting the Bible aright. At other
times, while defending truth, it <lid not act upon Biblical teaching,
or with Christ-like compassion! Does the Writer of the above quotation know that Tom Paine was ably replied to by Bishop Watson,
in his "Apology for the Bible" 1 One sceptic, of whom I had
personal knowledge, had his doubts completely removed by the reading of that book, and afterwards became a faithful preacher of the
true Gospel, and his ministry was blessed to the conversion of many.
Again, in the quotation (page 333) a " Liberal Evangelical" says:
"No thoughtful person would maintain to-day that the Creative
narratives were literally true, or that the story of the Tower of Babel
gives an historical account of the origin of human speech." To dub
the whole Church of Christ (the true Church), learned and unlearned,
as " unthoughtful "is a sweeping statement! But does" the story of
the Tower of Babel give an historical account of the origin of human
speech" 1 It does not! Rather, it tells of the origin of the diversity
of human language. When men endeavoured to effect the unification
and centralization of the race, contrary to God's purpose, He " confounded their language," (Hebrew lip), and brought about their dispersion. Philology confirms the Scripture statement.

*

*

*

*

*

*

At the time of writing, what a solemn event is the terrible earthquake, and its results, in Japan! These and other incidents recorded
day after day, in the newspapers, warn the children of God that His
judgments are abroad in the earth. Yet such awful happenings seem
to make but little impression upon men in general, though it is as if
God is saying to them: "Flee from the wrath to come!"
God's people, however, will be reminded of their Lord's words:
"When these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift
up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh."
Lloydminster, (Sask.), Canada,
Sept. 16th, 1923.

•
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THE CALVINISM OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND AS CONTAINED IN HER FORMULARIES AND ELUCIDATED BY
THE WRITINGS OF THE CHIEF ENGLISH REFORMERS.
By THE LATE REV. JOHN HUNTER, OF BATH.
Ill. ON SALVATION BY GRACE.
CHURCH FORMULARIES.
ARTICLE X.-" The condition of man after the fall of Adam is such,
that he cannot turn and prepare himself by his own natural strength
and good works to faith and calling upon God."
ARTICLE XIll.-" Works done before the grace of Christ, and the
inspiration of His Spirit, are not pleasant to God. . . . We doubt
not but they have the nature of sin."
LITURGY.-" 0 God, from Whom all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works, do proceed ; ,~ etc.
· . .. "We be tied and bound with the chain of our sins, yet let the
pitifulness of Thy great mercy loose us."
.... "We put not our trust in any thing that we do."-Collectfor
Sexagesima Sunday.
· ... " Almighty God, Who seest that we have no power in ourselves
to help ourselves, keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly
in our souls; " etc., etc.-Collect for Second Sunday in Lent.
LITURGY.-" 0 God, the protector of all that trust in Thee, without
Whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy, increase and multiply upon
us Thy mercy;" etc., etc.-Collect for Fourth Sunday after Trinity.
HOMILIES.-" We are by nature the children of God's wrath, but we
are not able to make ourselves the children and inheritors of God's
glory. We are sheep that run astray, but we cannot of our own
power come again to the sheep-fold. . . . To God, therefore, must
we flee; for He is the Father of mercies, and God of all consolation.
He is the Lord with Whom is plenteous redemption. He is the God
Which of His own mercy saveth us. . . . and for Whose sake 1
Truly for Jesus Christ's sake, that pure and undefiled Lamb of God.
He is that dearly beloved Son for Whose sake God is fully pacified,
satisfied, and set at one with man. He is the Lamb of God Which
taketh away the sins of the world. . . . He is the high and everlasting
Priest, Which hath offered Himself once for all upon the altar of the
cross, and with that one oblation hath made perfect for evermore
them that are sanctified. He is the alone Mediator between God and
man: Which paid our ransom to God with His own blood, and with
that hath He cleansed us from all sin. He is the physician Which
healeth all our diseases.· He is that Saviour, Which saveth His
people from all their sins. "-On the Misery of Man.
ENGLISH REFORMERS.

·
CRANMER.-"
We desire that our heavenly Father will not look upon
•
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our sins, and for them cast us away. For we have not deserved
those great gifts and grace, which we desire at God's hands, nor we
be not worthy to have the same; but we desire God, that although
we daily offend Him, and deserve grievous punishments for our sins,
yet He, of His mere grace and mercy, will hear our prayers, and freely
forgive us our offences."-Catechism of 1548. F. E. C., vo!. iii.,
p. 277.
LATlMER.-" How can we hide our sins! Certainly, the blood of our
Saviour Jesus Christ hideth our sins, and washeth them away. And
though one man had done all the world's sin since Adam's time, yet
he maybe redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ. If he believe in
Him, he shall be cleansed from all his sins. Therefore all our comfort
is in Him, in His love and kindness."-Sermon on the Lord's Prayer.
F. E. C., vo!. ii., p. 589.
RIDLEY.-" All ye, my true lovers in God, my kinsfolk and countrymen,
for this cause (1 say) know ye, that 1 am put to death; which, by
God's grace, 1 willingly take, with hearty thanks to God, therefore,
in certain hope, without any doubting, to receive at God's hand
again, of His free mercy and grace, everlasting life."-Ridley's Farewell. F. E. C., vo!. iv., p. 40.
HooPER.-" Every man that will have his conscience appeased must
mark these two things: how remission of sin is obtained, and wherefore it is obtained. Faith is the means whereby it is obtained, and
the cause wherefore it is received is the merits of Christ. Although
faith be the means whereby it is received, yet hath neither faith,
nor eharity, nor contrition, nor the word of God, nor all those knit
together, sufficient merits wherefore we should obtain this renllssion
of sin. But the only cause wherefore sin is forgiven is the death of
Christ."-Declaration of Christ. F. E. C., vo!. v., p. 144.
. . .. "1 believe grace to be not only the beginner of all good works,
but that all good works done by man in their greatest perfection
have need and want grace to pardon their imperfection."-Confession
of Faith. F. E. C., vo!. v., p. 203.
BRADFoRD.-" Dearly beloved, therefore abhor this abomination, even
to think that there is any other satisfaction to God-ward for sin, than
Christ's blood only. Blasphemy it is, and that horrible, to think
otherwise. The blood of Christ purifieth (saith St. John) from all
.sin, and therefore He is called the Lamb slain from the beginning of
the world, because there was never sin forgiven of God, nor shall be
from the beginmng to the end of the world, but only through Christ's
death."-Serrnon on Repentance. F. E. C., vo!. vi., p. 437.
J EWEL.-" God give you the forgiveness of your sins, and the peace
and comfort of your conscience. . . . Without this grace you can do
nothing: you can neither feel the burden of your sins, nor seek to be
eased of them, nor perceive when they are forgiven."-On the
Thessalonians. F. E. C., vo!. vii., p. 131.
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"THE POOR THAT WALKETH IN HIS INTEGRITY."
THE prophet Nahum tells of a time when "the chariots shall rage
in the streets, they shall jostle one against another in the broad ways:
they shall seem like torches, they shall run like lightnings." And
surely if he came to our streets at present, he would 'think that his
prophecy-whether for the first time or not-was fulfilled now. It
is of the mercy and guardianship of God that we ever get home alive
and are kept safe and sound. Fears are in the way-so a friend
felt recently. She was too afraid to get into a motor (at the invitation
of a friend), until two lines of a hymn came, or were sent, for her
encouragement. The hymn was one of Kelly's, and the first verse is"The Christian navigates a sea
Where various forms of death appear;
Nor skill, alas I nor power has he,-

Aright his dangerous course to steer."

It was the next two lines which came to her support as she stepped
into the vehicle and went to chapel.
.. Why does he venture then from shore
And dare so many deaths to brave?"
She got to chapel, and the first hymn (I believe it was the first) was
the very one, "'Vhy does he venture then from shore 1" Those of
us whose fears do not run quite so high, or quite in that channel,
might be inclined to pity her, or to say, " Poor thing," but the Lord
had a more tender regard for her. If we only believed it, all our fears
are as groundless-or more so than were hers. If we believed that He
cares for us, and that all things work together for our good, that no
weapon formed against us would prosper, that in everything we would
be more than conquerors, then we should have more peace of mind
than we have. But it may be that there is a more blessed thing than
peace of mind, There are blessings for those who fear continually
every day for the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy;
for those who have neither might, wisdom, nor power; for the weak
and base and the things that are not, and pre-eminently for the poor
in spirit. The Lord long ago prepared for His people such a fulness
of comfort and peace as has not entered the heart of man. But till
the time comes for them to enter upon it, they must learn through
ever-present or oft-recurring fears and sorrows, with a Spirit-given,
Spirit-maintained sense of unworthiness and sin, they must learn to seek
and to find rest where the only rest worth longing for is to be had.
Those of us who love Him, who long for Him, and wait for Him, ean
afford to endure all our tossings and tempests; for though we believe
not, He abideth faithful. To be persuaded of this is to find rest for
the soul in Christ. How very often He sends us tokens of His remembering and undertaking love, as He did to the friend who got into the
motor car with her life in her hand. She might with reason be classed
with the poor whom Solomon mentions as walking in integrity (Prov.
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xix. 1) and honouring the Lord with their substance. A business
that she opened or took over came to nothing, but a benevolent friend
undertook to pay all her liabilities and to free her-with the understanding that she should repay without interest the money thus lent.
She took a post which brought her in sixteen shillings a month, and
out of this-month by month-she repaid fifteen, leaving herself with
one. Then she found that many a time did God deliver her, by
disposing others who knew nothing of her poverty to help her by the
way. And at last-this was at the beginning of this year-she paid
the uttermost farthing, and owed no man anything. She is one who
will sing, " Not unto us, not unto us, but unto Thy Name give glory,
for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake." All her hope is that the
Lord will forgive her all that is hers, and will enrich her with all that
is His own. No hope of hers, nor of any of God's children, can be
higher than the hope of being washed in the Blood of the Lamb, being
brought to God by the eternal Spirit of Love and of Power. What a
hope and prospect to have! What a rich portion is theirs who may
say, " I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me."
FOLLOWER-ON.

GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND.
A CALL TO PRAYER.
OUR readers may remember that in our issue for August (p. 360) we
stated that there had been a loss of £58 7s. 3d. on the working of the
Magazine for the year 1922. It is our earnest desire and prayer that
we may be able to close the accounts of the present year on December
31st (D.V.) with an income which will fully meet our liabilities. Our
God is able to supply the means to this end. There is nothing too
hard for Him. His resources are inexhaustible. He is "wonderful
in counsel, and excellent in working" (Isaiah xxviii. 29). He, through
the lips of His dear Son, has said, " Everyone that asketh receiveth ;
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened" (Matt. vii. 8). "All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in
prayer, believing, ye shall receive" (Matt. xxi. 22).
Let us, then, one and all, ask Him fully to supply the financial needs
of our Magazine between now and the end of the year. Every Monday
we ourselves specially bring the Magazine before the Lord in prayer.
We invite our readers to join us in spirit then or on some other day of
the week.
We thank our God for all that He has done for us. We bless His
name for the liberal help received from so many of our readers. We
trust Him for further displays of His providence and goodness.
Donations for this Fund may be sent either to our Publisher, Mr.
S. Arnold, 74, Strand, London, W.C.I, or to the Editor, Whitington
Vicarage, Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
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THE "GOSPEL 1tfAGAZINE" FUND.
The Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
following donations for the Fund;£ s. d.
£ 8. d.
Miss E. A. Astbury .. o 14 0 '.' Grateful offering from
.'frs. G. H. Adcock .. o 4 0
two lovers of the
Mrs. Pittman (per Miss
GOSPEL MAGAZINE .. 5 0 0
L. Ormiston)
o 10 0 " Thank-offering for
Miss J ones (per Miss L.
happy holiday, from
Ormiston)
.. 11 0 0
Mary"
050
Mr. J. M. Hind
0 10 0 Mrs. Bentley ..
030
Mr. J. W. Hewitt (per
" A Widow" ..
020
Miss L. Ormiston)
0 4 0 Mr. E. M. Pert
026
Mr. G. A. Ormiston .. 1 1 0 Rev. J. W. Dance
046
(!totte~pOnbencf.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We have now commenced our winter's work, and
need thousands of magazines and books for distribution to the men
on sea and land. Round barrack-room fires and on board ship are
to be found men who are constantly asking for something to read,
and we again appeal to our kind friends for further supplies of literature.
I have just been told of the great blessing a sailor experienced through
reading a sermon in one of the magazines. Parcels should be addressed
to us as under, and will be gladly welcomed.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, Oct., 1923.

]tit

.ft\emoriam.

THE LATE MR. A. W. BIRD, OF GUILDFORD.
WE deeply regret to have to record the death on September 23rd, of
Mr. A. W. Bird, of Guildford in Surrey. Though not personally known
to us we had frequently corresponded with him in reference to the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.• For several years he had sent us a cheque to
enable us to send eight free copies of the Magazine to a selected list
of persons, and it has been a great pleasure to us to be able to do
this. Will any reader take his place in this respect? In a letter
dated January 19th, 1922, he wrote:. "All readers of the Magazine will cordially endorse your .wish expressed in the last paragraph of the ' Family Portion' (Jan. -1922
issue) 'that its circulation may go on increasing, that its influence
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for good may be multiplied, and that all its financial needs may be
supplied.'
"I find the GOSPEL MAGAZINE very attractive, and always look
forward to my copy each month, and have never been' disappointed
in finding just the portion suited to my needs at the moment. It
also makes one feel that in these dark days there are still a few
remaining who hold tenaciously to the old truths which are always
new, fresh, soul-reviving, and satisfying. The new beliefs and unbeliefs
of the present day will not do to live by. They certainly will not do
to die by."
.
Mr. Bird's sorrowing widow sends us the following very touching
account of God's departed servant.
" Thank you for your expression of sympathy received this morning
by my son, Mr. John A. W. Bird.
" You ask for a few particulars of my dear husband's spiritual life.
My husband was brought by God's grace to think seriously about
his soul during our engagement in 1894, and for some time he was
in great distress of mind, being convinced of sin, but not satisfied that
Jesus had died for him: He was led to find great comfort in a little
booklet entitled, "Safety, Certainty, and Enjoyment," and was
baptized and confirmed at Holy Trinity Church, Tulse Hill, the Rev.
Mr. Roxby, afterwards Canon Roxby, being vicar. From that time
he was earnest in seeking God, and from that time all through his
life he held most firmly the doctrines of Grace, of Effectual Calling, of
Election and Final perseverance.
" God's Day he held sacred, and morning and evening found him
.always in his place in the House of Prayer.
"George Cowell's Wayside Notes and the GOSPEL MAGAZINE which
his mother sent him every month, he set much store by, and read
constantly.
" After his mother's death in 1908, he always bought a copy of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE himself, and of late years had a copy sent for
his son John, who is also a reader of the Magazine. At the time
of the Balkan war he was led to think deeply under the preaching of
the Rev. A. Cochrane, Vicar of Upper Tulse Hill, of the Second Advent
of our Lord and Saviour, and from that time to the day of his' Call
Home,' he loved and lived in the Hope of His appearing.
"He was a very earnest and careful student of Prophecy. The
books he held in most esteem on this subject were: Elliott's Horro
Apocalypticce (4 vols.); Light for the Last Days, by H. Grattan
Guinness; and The Approaching End of the Age, by H. Grattan
Guinness. These he studied until he absolutely knew them. At
Easter, 1923, he felt poorly; he saw his doctor, who advised him to go
away for a change as soon as he could get away from business. He,
however, persevered at his post (he was Secretary of Public Companies in British South Africa). At the end of May he went to Selsey
for a month in the hope that the change of air would restore him to
health, but he was taken very much worse while there, and had to
return home.
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"It then became clear that there was no hope of recovery. He
prayed earnestly for submission and resignation to God's will, for
patience and fortitude, and most assuredly these were granted. He
never once murmured or complained, but constantly praised and
thanked God for His mercies, above all for Jesus. Oh, how he loved
the Name. He said on reading the August number of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE that the article by "Nettie" must have been written
especially for him, that God knowing the needs of all his children
had graciously sent that message for him. The last paragraph of
'Nettie's' article: 'When even was come, Jesus said, Let us go
over to the other side' he constantly referred to, and longed to hear
that blessed voice calling him Home.
"He was most desirous to be a faithful witness, and throughout
his illness, to all those who came to see him, whether personal or
business friends, he testified that the peace which he possessed was
not because, as was often suggested to him, he had a blameless life,
but was his through faith in the Son of God Who had loved him and
given Himself for him, his because covered in the robe of Christ's perfect
righteousness. He felt and confessed that he was a great sinner, but
he constantly cried, , There is power in the Blood.' A few hours before
his departure he called out in a strong voice, , Jesus, Jesus Only, shout
it.' And his last words were, 'Finish Thy work of grace, 0 Lord.'
" He passed' over to the other side' very quietly and gently, and
I who am left, though missing my dear kind husband and loving
companion most sorely, cannot but rejoice that he is safe Home beyond
all distress, and pain, 'For ever. wiph the Lord' who was so much to
him. He begged me never to think of him as dead but to remember
Christ's words about His sheep, 'I give unto them eternal life: and
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My
hand.' (Also John vi. 39, 40).
.
" He begged me to keep the Hope of the coming of Jesus ever before
me, for he felt sure it was very near at hand, and to think what a
glad re-union it would be and what a glorious life was before us both.
Thus has Jesus taken the sting out of death for us, and the victory
from the grave.
" 'How sweet the name of Jesus sounds

In a believer's ear:
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,

And drives away his fear.'''
We tender our warm Christian sympathy to the sorrowing widow
and family.
THE LATE MR. SILVESTER, OF LONDON.
ANOTHER of our readers was called Home on June 29th, after an
illness of only a week's duration. We refer to Mr. Silvester, of
38, Bergbolt Crescent, Amhurst Park, London, N.16. He recommenced taking the Magazine about two and half years ago. Last
year we met him unexpectedly in the English Churchman Office, and
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he told us that he had often desired to write to say how much he
valued the articles in the Magazine. In a letter, dated Sept. 28th,
his sorrowing widow says, "Now I am going to tell you some sad
'news. My very dear husband was called Home to glory on June 29th
last. He had a stroke just a week to the minute before he passed
away, but was conscious up to twelve hours before his departure. He
had such a peaceful end. We have indeed lost one of the most
precious jewels, and no one but our heavenly Father can make up
this loss."
Our warm Christian sympathy is extended to the bereaved family.
THE I,ATE MR. J. HERBERT TRITTON, OF LYONS HALL,
GREAT LEIGHS, CHELMSFORD.
IN our issue for September, 1922, the late Mr. J. H. Tritton wrote a
deeply interesting memoir of the late Mary Anne Mayers, the" faithful
nurse and devoted friend for sixty-six years in the families of J. Herbert
Tritton and the late Mrs. Tritton." In reference to this faithful
nurse, Mr. J. H. Tritton wrote, " Her Bible, Hart's Hymns, and the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE were never far from her hand." She was buried
near the grave of the late Mrs. J. Herbert Tritton.
Now Mr. J. H. Tritton has himself been called Home in his 80th
year. He himself became a subscriber to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE on
the death of his faithful nurse above referred to.
The Daily Telegraph of Thursday, Sept. 13th, makes the following
references to Mr. J. H. Tritton in the course of an obituary notice.
" Mr. Joseph Herbert Tritton, of Lyons Hall, Great Leighs, Chelmsford, formerly partner in the banking firm of Barclay, Bevan, Tritton,
and Co., a director of Barclays Bank, and chairman of the IndoEuropean Telegraph Company, died on Tuesday night in his 80th
year. The son of the late Mr. J oseph Tritton, he came of a family
which has for some 200 years been prominently associated with banking, and on leaving Rugby entered the service of Barclay, Bevan,
Tritton, and Co., in 1862. The Institute of Bankers was from its
inception warmly supported by him, and he served in 1886-7 and
1902-3 as its president. Mr. Tritton also rendered great service
towards the foundation of the London Chamber of Commerce, and
became 'its president.. He was a member of the first Committee of
the Imperial Institute, of which the late Lord Herschell was chairman.
The son of a man who manifested a very keen and active interest
in the cause of religious and missionary work, he devoted much of his
leisure to similar objects. For many years he was a trustee and an
active supporter of the great Mildmay Institution, the parent of innumerable conferences in all parts of the world for the furtherance of
religious and spiritual life. Mr. Tritton, who was the author of many
works on banking, financial, and economic subjects, married in 1869,
Lucy Jane, eldest daughter of Mr. Henry Abel Smith, a member of
the well-known banking family of that name, and had four sons and
four daughters. Mrs. Tritton died in 1919."
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lllroHstant Jaeacon.
BISHOP KNOX'S APPEAL IN REFERENCE TO THE REVISION
OF THE PRAYER BOOK.
DR. KNOX, formerly Bishop of Manchester, has addressed the following
communication to Evangelicals upon the subject of Prayer Book
Revision :" An old friend," says Dr. Knox, " who is a contemporary of John
lIenry Newman, used to tell me that he heard Newman, still vicar
of St. Mary's, Oxford, read the last chapter of the Acts of the Apostles
in his church. When Newman reached the word, ' And so we went
toward Rome,' he read them with great deliberation and made a solemn
pause. Apparently he was already wondering whither his studies
were leading him. There are times when it seems as if the future
historian of our Church will choose these very words as a motto for
.English Church history in the 20th century.
. "The next few months, almost the next few weeks, seem likely
to be decisive in the course of English Church history. Already the
clergy and laity, sitting in separate houses, have gravely unsettled
the doctrinal basis of the Church of England.
" What will happen to the service of Holy Communion 1 A deliberate attempt will be made to turn Communion into a Mass. All the
proposed alterations in the alternative Prayer Book will strengthen
the idea of the Mass at the expense of the idea of Holy Communion.
If these alterations take effect, the priest will be robed in Mass vestments. The Prayer of Consecration will be altered so as to make
it the offering upon the altar the sacrifice of the body and blood of
Christ. No restraint is placed on elevation, genuflexions, incense,
lights; and ringing of bells-though it was on condition of such restrictions that Bishop Handley Moule consented to the vestments. Noncommunicating attendance is made easier. Reservation of the elements
will become lawful, with the knowledge that it will be used for the
very practices which Prayer Book revision set out' to make to cease.' "
THE PROTESTANT MONTH.
By THE REV. F. PEACOCK, M.A., B.D., INCUMBENT OF THE CIRCUS
CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH.
NOVEMBER deserves to be regarded as essentially the Protestant
·month. Events of the greatest importance to the Protestantism of
this country have happened in November. It was on November 10th,
1483, that Martin Luther was born, " The solitary monk who shook
the world," and who was instrumental in bringing about a great
reformation on the Continent.
It was on November 17th, 1558 (12 years after Luther's death)
that Elizabeth was raised to the throne of England. The brief reign
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of Queen Mary, who was a Roman Catholic, had been like a horrible
nightmare. Nearly 400 Protestants had been burnt at the stake
because they refused to believe that a wafer biscuit was the actual
body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. No wonder that Elizabeth's
accession was the cause of great rejoicing throughout the land. The
Pope did his best to terrify the Queen into submission, but all in vain.
Neither could he alienate the sympathies of her subjects from her.
It was doubtless at the Pope's instigation, and certainly with his
blessing, that, 30 years later, Philip of Spain invaded our shores with
his great Armada of 150 vessels. But God" blew with His winds"
and very few of the vessels returned to Spain to tell the story of their
dreadful defcat. For this glorious victory Queen Elizabeth returned
public thanks to God in St. Paul's Cathedral, in the month of November,
1588.
On November 5th, 1605, God once more graciously interposed and
utterly frustrated the diabolical plot to blow up the Houses of Parliament, a plot hatched by the Roman Catholics. In a cellar under
the House of Lords 36 barrels of gunpowder had been deposited and
Guy Fawkes was ready to explode them. The plot, however, was
discovered just in the nick of time, and the conspirators were brought
to a miserable end. A Form of Prayer with Thanksgiving to be used
yearly on November 5th was then inserted in the Prayer Book, and
the minister of every parish was required to call attention to " this
wonderful and mighty deliverance." Alas.! in the year 1859 this
. service was dropped out.
Once more, on November 5th, 1688, William Ill, Prince of Orange,
landed at Torbay. He was a staunch Protestant and had been invited
to come and occupy the throne in place of James 11, who had become
a Roman Catholic. James fled to France and never set foot in England
again. As a result of that bloodless revolution, England secured a
Protestant constitution which soon made her the wonder of the world.
November is, therefore, a glorious and inspiring month from a Protestant point of view.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEl\TJ) SOCIETY.
IN these days of darkness and declension, all who value the truth
of God should rally round this Society, which by Divine grace stands
fast on its foundation principles, and at the same time carries on an
extending work in its life pensions and its eight Homes. The Committee have been enabled substantially to increase the benefits given
to the Lord's aged poor, 1021 of whom are upon the books. That
all our friends may understand the Doctrinal Basis of the Society,
we give it as included in the Trust Deeds:"That the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments arc the
only Rule of Faith and Practice; the Unity of God in Three Co-equal
and Co-eternal Persons-the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost;
the Essential Divinity and Sinless Humanity of ·Jesus Christ, as God-
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man Mediator; the Godhead and Personality of the Holy Ghost;
the Fall of Man by Sin; the Efficacious Grace of God; Redemption
by Jesus Christ, and Justification 'by His Blood and Righteousness;
Regeneration and Sanctification by the Holy Spirit; the final Perseverance of the Saints; the General Resurrection and Judgment of
all Men; the Eternal Bliss of Saints, and the Everlasting Punishment
of the wicked."
On Friday, November 2nd, the Autumn Meetings at our Hornsey
Rise Home will (D.V.) be held. A Sale of Work will open at 3 o'clock,
at 4.30 tea will be provided, and at 6.30 the Rev. J. B. Barraclough,
M.A., will preach in the Chapel. The attendance of our friends will
be cordially welcomed, and the aged inmates will be delighted to have
the privilege of fellowship in the things of God. Such assemblies are
a means of grace to "the household of faith," and tend to increase
prayerful sympathy and support, with and to a Society which has
carried on its work for 116 years.

laehiewf.l anll jIlotiref.l of )Soob.
THE PERSONALITY OF THE DEVIL. By the late Rev. James Ormiston.
Pp. 16. Price 2d., post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The
Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This pamphlet forms Chapter I of Mr. Ormiston's very ably-written'
and excellent book, "The Satan of Scripture." We observe that the
S.G.U. propose, if funds permit, to print separately the six chapters
of this very valuable work. Subsequently it is proposed to issue the
whole in volume form. This book was originally written about the
year 1876. It is now out of print. We regard it as one of the most
valuable and Scriptural works on the Satan of Scripture. We have
long felt that if Mr. Ormiston had done nothing else but write this
book the Church of God would have been greatly indebted to him as
the instrument in God's hands of placing within the reach of all Bible
students a most exhaustive study of the teaching of Scripture concerning the great enemy of our souls. Great care will be needed in
accurately transcribing the several chapters of this book. We notice
during a cursory comparison that there is a misprint in the Greek
word for " devil" on page 3, line four from the bottom.
We have received from the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society a dozen
picture post cards beautifully illustrating the Hornsey Rise and
Camberwell Homes of the Society. Friends of this excellent
Society will find them very useful for correspondence purposes.
They may be obtained from the Secretary, Mr. John E. Hazelton,
St. Paul's Chambers, Ludgate Hill, E.C.4. The price is 1/6 a
dozen, post free.

