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THE LORD'S CARE FOR HIS PEOPLE.
"Casting all your care uprm Him,. tor He careth tor you."1

PETER V.

7.

THE word for "care" is rendered "anxiety'" in the Revised
Version. Evidently, then, the LORD'S people have their anxieties.
Things come into their experience which make them uneasy and
concerned. They wonder what will be the issue of some new
experience. Will the result be disastrous 1 Will a need which
has arisen be supplied 1 Will a difficulty which confronts them
be removed? Will a danger be averted 1 All sorts of things
produce anxiety in the mind. There are anxieties about temporal
things. The LORD'S people, though rich in faith, may be poor as
to this world's goods. It is quite in harmony with the purpose of
GOD to have a large family, but it is not easy with a small income
to provide bread and butter, and boots and shoes, and other needful
articles for the children who are" an heritage of the LoRD." We
know the case of a godly parent whose children required twenty. eight loaves of bread every week to feed them. The bread bill
alone in that house was a considerable item, without mentioning
milk and butter, and meat and potatoes. Unmarried people have
no idea of the expenses of a household, even where there is no
extravagance. Anxiety about meat to eat and raiment to put on
is often a very real thing. The godly mother is often hard put to
it to make both ends meet. How difficult it is with a small income
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to renew carpets, to make up for breakages, and to supply the
many real needs of a family! Domestic anxieties in other directions
arise. The mother who brings up a large family is often a real
heroine whose name never appears in the newspaper. The courage
and bravery required in godly homes to meet domestic difficulties
are very great indeed. Then there are business anxieties which the
godly husband has to face. There are spiritual anxieties in
reference to the eternal well-being of our children. In fact, no
godly person can go through life without being confronted with
anxieties. The inspired apostle knew this. Hence he wrote the
words which stand at the head of this Family Portion. He l.'"Ilew
that the members of the LORD'S family have many things which are
calculated to make them anxious. But he knew also that they had
a FATHER in heaven upon Whom they could cast their anxietiesOne on Whom they could roll their burdens. Hence he exhorts
them to cast all their anxiety upon Him, and he assures them that
He careth for them. What a blessed assurance this is! Toplady
says: "Some years ago, a friend of a clergyman now living said to
him, , Sir! you have just as many children as the patriarch J acob.'
'True,' answered the good old divine. 'And I have also Jacob's
GOD to provide for them.''' That clergyman knew that the GODof J acob careth for His people.
1. It is worthy of note that GOD cares tor His people though He is so
high above them.
No doubt all our readers have heard poor people say, in reference
to those who are in a higher position than themselves, " They don't
care for the likes of us." Such a remark is often true, though not
by any means true always. It could never be said, however, of
GOD that He does not care for His people, even though He is so high
above them. "Though the LORD be high, yet hath He respect unto
the lowly: but the proud He knoweth afar off " (Psa. cxxxviii. 6).
If you are one of His lowly people He hath respect unto you.
He takes note of you. He careth for you. Nay, He is near to you
and dwells with you. Your abode may be a poor country cottage
or a house in a back street, or a splendid mansion, yet, if you are
one of His contrite people, He deigns to dwell with you. "For
thus saith the high and lofty One That inhabiteth eternity, Whose
name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also
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that is of a contrite and humble spirit." Think of that. The high
and lofty One Whose throne is the Heavens, condescends to dwell
with each of His contrite people down here, and why? "To revive
the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite
ones" (Isa. lvii. 15). Your spirit may be depressed and your
heart may be down because of spiritual and temporal anxieties,
but He dwells with you to revive, to cheer, to comfort and to bless
you. "Who is like unto the LORD our GOD, Who dwelleth on
high, Who humbleth Himself to behold the things that are in heaven,
and in the earth? " (Psa. c.x:iii. 5, 6). Two sparrows, our LORD tells
us, were sold for a farthing. Yet He says, " One of them shall not
fall on the ground without your FATHER." Doth GOD notice the
sparrows? Surely, then, He will take notice of His Qwn bloodbought children. Why, "the very hairs of your head are all
numbered." What care on the part of your heavenly FATHER
does that denote, and be it remembered that "ye are of more
value than many sparrows" (Matt. x. 29-31). Be well assured of
this then, ye children of GOD, that He cares for you, though He be
far exalted above you.
2. GOD also cares for His people though they are utterly unworthy
of His care.
•
Are you not all ready unreservedly to own that you are not
worthy of the least of all the mercies which He has shown to you?
You were steeped in sin when first He quickened, regenerated and
saved you. Where your sin abounded His grace superabounded.
Even now that you are in the narrow way you have to say, "In
many things we offend all," "I know that in me, that is, in my
flesh, dwelleth no good thing." " If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." Who can say,
"T am free from sin in thought, word or deed"? Not one. Yet in
spite of our unworthiness the LORD cares for us. J acob was
unworthy. What sin he committed when he pretended to be
Esau and deceived his aged father! Yet the LORD still cared for
him. He appeared unto him on his way to Padan-aram, and said,
" Behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither
thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not
leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken ~ thee of "
(Gen. xxviii. 15). Do not such assurances of the Divine presence,
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protection and blessing indicate the LORD'S care for His unworthy
servant? .And hath He not said to us, "I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee"?
We too may count upon His presence,
protection and blessing. "He blesseth the habitation of the just,"
although" there is not a just man upon the earth, that doeth good,
and sinneth not" (Eccles. vii. 20). He doth not deal with us
according to our. sins, nor reward us according to our iniquities.
In spite of our unworthiness and our failures and shortcomings He
still careth for us, and He will not cast us off. "The LORD will
not cast off His people, neither will He forsake His inheritance"
(Psa. xcvii. 14). .
3. He cares for His people when other people reject them.
. GOD'S people, if they are faithful to Him, must expect to be
despised and rejected by the world. The servant must not expect
better treatment than his LORD. If they persecuted Him, they
will persecute His followers. "Men shall hate you," "separate
you from their company," "reproach you, and cast out your name
as evil, for the SON OF MAN'S sake" (Luke vi. 22). But persecution
cannot separate you from the love of CHRIST and from the Divine
care for you. The man who was born blind was cast out, excommunicated by the Jews, but it was just then tha,t the LORD sought
him out and revealed Himself unto him (John ix. 34-38). GOD
never rejects His people. They are always dear unto Him. He
always cares for them.
. 4. He cares for them et'en when He seems not to care.
" Zion said, The LORD hath forsaken me, and my LORD hath
forgotten me." What was the LORD'S answer to such a thought?
He said, "Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should
not have compassion on the son of her womb? Yea, they may
forget, yet will I not forget thee" (Isa. xlix. 14, 15). The LORD
cannot forget.or cease to care for His people, because He has graven
them on the palms of His hands.
Yet there are times when it seems to us, in our shortsightedness
and unbelief, as if He had ceased to care for us. We are then re~dy
to say, " Will He be favourable no more? Is His mercy clean gone
for ever? Doth His promise fail for evermore? Hath GOD
forgotten to be gracious? Hath He in anger shut up His tender
mercies?" (Psa. lxxvii. 7-9). Such questions arise because it
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pleases Him to test our faith by allowing us to get to the last
extremity. But our extremity is His opportunity.
" Just in the last distressing hour
The LORD displays delivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."
The LORD seemed not to care when He told Abraham to offer
up his son for a burnt-offering, but how the Divine care shone out
when at the last moment He called unto Abraham and said, "Lay
not thine hand upon the lad"! The LORD seemed not to care
when He allowed Joseph to be falsely accused and cast into prison,
but His care for J oseph was seen when He made his very imprisonment the pathway to his exaltation.
He seemed not to care for Daniel when He allowed him to be
cast into the den of lions, but how wonderfully His care was seen
and experienced when He sent His angel and shut the lions'
mouths!
The LORD seemed not to care for His disciples when He lay
asleep in the hinder part of the ship. The waves beat into the ship,
and they awoke Him, saying, "MASTER, carest Thou not that we
perish?" He was only testing their faith, and soon His care for
them and. His almighty power were manifested when "He arose'
and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still"·
(Mark iv. 37-39).
The LoRD seemed not t{) care for Martha and Mary and Lazarus
when He received the message, "Behold, he whom Thou lovest is·
sick." We should have hired a motor-car and hastened off at
breakneck speed, if we had heard such news, and if we believed we
could render real assistance. The LORD, however, "abode two·
days still in the same place where He was." He allowed Lazarusto die. Yet He " loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus." He
delayed that He might give them more abundantly than they had
asked or thought. It is really true, dear children of GOD, that" He
careth for you." One of the hymns we used to sing at the Clifton
Conferences in Mr. Ormiston's time was by Dr. H. Bonar. The
hymns, chosen by Mr. Ormiston, were a special feature of those
happy gatherings. The hymn we refer to now had as its first verse
these beautiful lines-
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"Yes, for me, for me He careth
With a brother's tender care:
Yes, with me, with me He shareth
Every burden, every fear."
We recall the time as we write the lines, the platform, with Mr.
Ormiston in the chair, around whom were grouped many men of
GOD now in glory, and the saints of GOD gathered together in the
Victoria Rooms to hear GOD'S faithful messengers.
5. The LORD cares for His people because thl3'1J are His Own.
A father pitieth his own children. So the LORD pitieth them
that fear Him. Such are members of His family, and how can He
do otherwise than care for them?
A shepherd cares for his sheep, and the LORD'S people can say,
" We are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand."
He will feed and guide and keep His Own people. The hireling,
whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming and fleeth.
" The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the
sheep." The LORD JESUS, however, to Whom the FATHER gave
the sheep, laid down His life for the sheep. They are His sheep,
and His care for them was such that He actually died for them.
Yes, the LORD really cares for His people. He so cared for them
that He spared not His Own SON, but in love to them delivered Him
up on the cross for their sins. He Who thus gave His Own eternal
and well-beloved SON will with Him also freely give all other
blessings to His people (see Rom. viii. 32).
" If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
children, how much more shall your FATHER Which is in heaven
give good things to them that ask Him? " (Matt. vii. 11).
6. Now seeing that the LORD care),h for you, then you shcJ'ltld cast
all your care or anxiety upon Him.
This is the teaching of the inspired Apostle. He says, " Casting
all your care upon Him."
Your care in reference to food and clothing should be cast upon
Him. Our LORD bids His people to take no anxious thought
concerning what they shall eat or what they shall drink and what
they shall put on. He reminds them that the birds neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns. " Yet," He says, " your heavenly
FATHER feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?" He
points to the lilies of the field, how they grow without any toil or
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labour or anxiety on their part. Yet they are so beautifully
clothed that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one
of them. " Wherefore," He says, "if GOD so clothe the grass of
the field . . . shall He not much more clothe you, 0 ye of little
faith ~" It may be true that the wardrobe is very bare, that
many garments are nearly threadbare, that you are longing for the
power to purchase absolutely necessary things. It may be true
that the stair-carpet is so worn that a new one is absolutely necessary.
Or it may even be true that you have come to the last sixpence,
and that the cupboard is bare, and there is not enough for the next
meal, yet" your heavenly FATHER knoweth that ye have need of
all these things," and your SAVIOUR says, " Seek ye first the kingdom
of GOD, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you." Do you believe His Word ~ Do you rely upon His
precious assurance ~ If you do, " Take no thought (be not anxious)
for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things
of itself. Suflicient unto the day is the evil thereof" (Matt. vi.
25-34). Ab, the LORD JESUS comes down to the realities of daily
life. He knew the difficulties and trials of family life. He knew
what it was to be in straitened circumstances, but He knew, too,
that GOD is faithful to His people, and that "they that seek the
LORD shall not want any good thing." He assures His people,
therefore, that they need not be anxious. They have a rich
FATHER in heaven Who will certainly and without fail supply all
their needs. Moreover, the same GOD Who is faithful to His poor
saints will also be faithful to His rich saints. They too have
temporal anxieties and temporal needs, and they too are the
objects of His love, His compassion and His care.
" Blessed is the man," whether he is rich or poor, "that trusteth
in the LORD, and whose hope the LoRD is. For he shall be as a
tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by
the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be
green; and shall not be carefut in the year of drought, neither shall
cease from yielding fruit" (Jer. xvii. 7, 8). Some godly people
are naturally of a more anxious turn of mind than others. Martha
was anxious to treat her LORD well during His visit to her house.
It was right that she should do so, but she was " cumbered about
much serving." The Greek word for" cumbered" means" to be
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driven about mentally, to be distracted," or " to be over-occupied,
too busy, about a thing." Evidently, she worried herself. She
was so anxious to serve her LORD well that she lost control of her
mind. Instead of calmly, quietly, prayerfully and patiently doing
one thing at a time, she rushed about and became irritated and
anxious and fretful. She thought too much of her domestic duti&,
was over-anxious that everything should be in apple-pie order, was
so absorbed in thinking about our LORD'S temporal needs that she
would not give lmy time for her own spiritual profit to sit at His
feet and hear His Word. It is this anxious worrying spirit that
often shuts out family prayer, and even private prayer and reading
the Scriptures in our bedrooms. Martha could not understand how
Mary could calmly take advantage of the LORD'S presence to hear
His Word, nor could she understand how He could encourage Mary
thus to act. Hence her outburst, " LORD, dost Thou not care that
my sister hath left me to serve alone 1 Bid her therefore that she
help me." The LORD'S answer has its teaching for us: "Martha,
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: but one
thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which
shall not be taken away from her" (Luke x. 38-42).
Domestic and business duties crowd upon us. They need bur
full attention, but they should not crowd out time needed for
prayer and meditation on the Word. Moreover, we shall accomplish our duties far more easily if we cast all our care upon Gol' and
take time to seek His strength and wisdom and guidance ere we
engage in them. "More haste, worse speed" is a true proverb.
We can be quick and yet calm and patient 1 The angel told Peter
to " Arise up quickly," but he knew that if Peter went out into the
cold night air without his sandals and his outer garment he might
take cold, and so he gave him time to gird himself, to bind on his
sandals and to cast his garment about him (Acts xii. 7, 8).
We are to cast all our care or anxiety upon our GOD. The many
little anxieties of each day, as well as the greater ones, may be cast
upon Him. He is able to work for us in little things as well as in
great! He is willing to shoulder all our burdens great and small.
Let us seek, then, to cast them entirely upon Him. Beware of being
like the man carrying a heavy load, and who was offered a seat in
a conveyance, and out of sympathy for the horse continued to
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carry his load, even when the conveyance was carrying him. If
we cast our cares upon the LORD, we need to avoid any attempt
to still carry them ourselves. We need to trust Him to shoulder
them entirely and wholly to undertake for us.
H Be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication·with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
GOD. And the peace of GOD, which passeth all understanding,
shall keep your hearts and minds through CHRIST JESUS" (Phi!.
iv. 6, 7).
John Newton beautifully writes"Be still, my heart! these anxious cares
To thee are burdens, thorns, and snares;
They cast dishonour on thy LORD,
And contradict His gracious Word.
" Brought safely by His hand thus far,
Why wilt thou now give place to fear
How canst thou want if He provide,
Or lose thy way with such a Guide ~ "

~

May writer and readers be enabled by Divine grace to cast all
care upon Him Who verily and indeed careth for all His beloved,
chosen, and redeemed children.
THE EDITOR
Whitington V icarlUJe,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
THAT Church which is Christ's body, and of which Christ is the
Head, standeth only of living stones, and true Christians, not only
outwardly in name and title, but inwardly in heart and in truth.Bishop Ridley, 1556.
" FOR my own part, I believe that the coming of Christ's Gospel
did not alter the pOSItion of the Ten Commandments one hair's breadth.
. . . By them is the knowledge of sin. By them the Spirit teaches
men their need of a Saviour. By them the Lord Jesus teaches His
people how to walk and please God."-The late Bishop J. O. Ryle.
" THE purpose of the Incarnation is not merely to redeem us from
evil, but to bring the dust of earth into the Holy of Holies, to raise
us with Christ, that we may be seated with Him in the Heavenlies.
For this end the Son of God became man, that, through union with
Him, ransomed and forgiven sinners should be brought above all
angels and principalities, nearest and closest unto the throne of God."
-Dr. Adolph Saphir.
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CHRIST'S SHEEP.
"Jesus saith unto him, Feed My sheep."-JoHN xx;i. 17.

WE desire to fix our readers' attention specially on the words" My
sheep." They were used by our Lord Jesus Christ to Peter, and
they are, doubtless, used metaphorically of Christ's people. In
the parable of the Lost Sheep our Lord likens His people to lost
sheep. In another parable our Lord teaches us that when He
comes again and sits on the throne of His glory He will separate
those who profess to be His people, " one from another, as a shepherd
divideth his sheep from the goats: and He shall set the sheep on
His right hand, but the goats on the left." Subsequently the sheep
are called "the righteous," a name frequently given to Christ's
people. These are they whom He will welcome into the kingdom
prepared for them from the foundation of the world (see Matt.
xxv. 31- 34, 37).
The Apostle Paul uses the word" sheep" of Christ's people when·
quoting the Forty-fourth Psalm; he says, "As it is written, For Thy
sake are we killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for
•
the slaughter" (Rom. viii. 36).
Peter also, quoting Isaiah liii., says, "Ye were as sheep going
astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of
your souls" (1 Pet. ii. 25).
When David wrote, "The Lord is my Shepherd," he suggested
that he was one of the Lord's sheep.
Much precious teaching gathers round the figure used in these
passages. Let us seek to collect it together as it is set forth in the
New Testament.
1. First we are taught that Christ's sheep have wandered away from
God.
When a flock of sheep is being taken by the shepherd from one
place to another,one of the difficulties the shepherd has to encounter
is the proneness of the sheep to wander out of the way. Those who
live in the country have often noticed how sheep will wander out
of the road through a gap in the hedge, and how it takes the
shepherd and his dog all their time to keep the sheep in the path
in which the shepherd desires them to walk.
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The Apostle Peter teaches us that all God's people were as sheep
going astray. They had turned from the right path, and were
continually going farther and farther away from God. When
Christ's sheep are awakened by the Holy Ghost, and have been
taught by Him their true state before God, their confession is, " All
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his
own way" (Isa. liii. 6). Yes, that is true of all the chosen people
of God. They have gone astray. They have turned every oneach one of them-to his own way. Rebellion and self-will led
them to walk in forbidden paths and to prefer to please themselves
rather than to please God. Until grace intervenes, all Christ's
sheep walk according to the course of this world. They are
influenced by "the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience." They fulfil the desires of the flesh, their corrupt
and fallen nature, and they " are by nature the children of wrath,
even as others." But how did they get into this awful state ~
They really wandered away in Adam. When he went a£tray they
went astray in him. When he left the path of righteousness and
holiness all his posterity went with him. "As by one man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin; so death passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned," or as the Revised Version has it, " all
sinned." They all sinned in Adam. Hence through one man's
disobedience many (i.e., all his posterity) were made sinners. They
are treated and regarded as sinners because his sin is imputed to
them. They sinned in him. His fall, as the representative head
of the race, was their fall. Moreover, they inherit his fallen,
corrupt, and evil nature. Hence they are obliged to say, " Behold,
I';was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me"
(Psa. li. 5). They were thus born in sin, and therefore born in a
state of distance from God. They were born astray. They were
in the wrong way when they came forth from the womb. It follows
that what Christ's sheep need is to be brought out of the broad way
that leadeth to destruction into the narrow way that leadeth to
life. The prophet says, " Let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord,
and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will
abundantly pardon" (Isa. Iv. 7). There is need that the sheep of
Christ should forsake their own evil way and return to the God
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from Whom they have wandered. Sad to say, however, their
condition is such that they cannot find their way back again to God.
Nay, worse still, they have no desire to do so. "There is none
that seeketh after God." In their natural condition they do not
want God. They do not seek Him. They are "enmity against
God." They are not subject to His law, neither indeed can be.
They" cannot please God" (Rom. viii. 7, 8). They cannot come
back to the Shepherd except God in mercy and grace draws them
with the cords of His love (John vi. 44). They are dead in trespasses
and sins. They are therefore in a helpless and hopeless state apart
from the saving grace and regenerating power of God. 0, then,
if we who write and we who read these lines have" returned to the
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls," what reason we have to praise
God for His infinite mercy and grace! If we had been left to
ourselves, hell would have eventually been our portion. It is
blessedly true that Christ is the door into the sheepfold, and that
" if any man enter in he shall be saved," but no man who enters
may take any credit to himself that he 'has entered through the
door. No, as we shall see later on, it is all of grace that the sheep
finally enter the fold and are saved from their wanderings.
2. Secondly, we are taught that Christ knows H ~s Own sheep.
He says, "I know My sheep" (John x. 14,27). His Father gave
the sheep to Him (John x. 29), and He knows them. It is true
that they are a vast multitude. They are so numerous that no man
can number them, but Christ is J ehovah. He is God. The
attributes of the Godhead pertain to Him equally with the Father
and the Holy Ghost. Hence He is omniscient. He knows all men.
His eyes are in every place beholding the evil and the good. All
things are naked and open to His eyes. He therefore "knoweth
them that are His." They are scattered abroad all over the earth.
Some are in China, some in Africa, some in India, some in Japan,
some in South America, some in Europe. Some are black and some
are yellow. -Some are brown and some are white. They belong to
every country and every race.' They occupy different stations in
life. Some live in the halls of the rich and others in the cottages
of the poor. But they are all known to Christ. Their names are
in His boqj;: of life, and they are all precious to Him, so precious
that if only one of them had gone astray He would not be content
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till He had sought, found, and brought him back (see Luke xv.rl-7).
" The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost"
(Luke xix. 10).
3. Thirdly, we are taught that Christ hath purchased and redeemed
His sheep.
They are guilty of sin in having wandered from God. They
therefore deserve to be punished, but Christ, their Shepherd, hath
redeemed them from the curse of the law, being made a curse for
them. They constitute in the aggregate "the Church of God,
which He hath purchased with His Own blood" (Acts xx. 28).
They have been" bought with a price." They have been redeemed
" with the precious blood of Christ." He laid down His life for the
sheep. The Shepherd was smitten with death in order that the
sheep might be saved from eternal ruin (John x. 11, 15; Matt.
xxvi. 31). He, indeed, cared for the sheep. The mere hireling,
whose own the sheep are not, fleeth when he seeth the wolf coming.
Christ, the Owner of the sheep,valued them and loved them so much
that He laid down His life for them. Yes, indeed, He " loved me
and gave Himself for me." Do we realize sufficiently the height
and the depth, the length and the breadth of the love of Christ for
His sheep? It passeth knowledge. We can never know it in all
its depth and intensity. Yet how poor is our love to Him and how
much we fail in devotion to Him!
" Lord, it is my chief complaint,
That my love is cold and faint;
Yet I love Thee and adoreo for grace to love Thee more! "
4. Fourthly, we are taught that Christ has undertaken the responsibility ot. bringing back the sheep from their wanderings.
What a mercy this is !
" Jesus sought me when a stranger.
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescne me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood."
The Shepherd has His sheep both amongst Jews and Gentiles.
They are found in every nation under heaven. Many of God's
people seem to live and act as if Christ's sheep were all Englishmen.
They show no concern for Christ's sheep in India, Africa, China,
Japan and South America. The Lord has bidden His people to
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preach the Gospel to every creature, but many seem to be content
with hearing the Gospel in their own churches or chapels and
feeding on the truth themselves. It does not seem to occur to
them that Christ's sheep are to be found among" all nations, and
kindreds, and people, and tongues." Hence they are doing nothing
to make known to these sheep the Gospel of the grace of God.
Blessed be God, the Shepherd Himself is concerned about the
eternal salvation of all His sheep. He says, " Other sheep I have."
He had other sheep besides His sheep in the Jewish fold. Hence
He said, " Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them
also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice; and there shall be
one fold (lit., flock), and one Shepherd" (John x. 16). He has,
therefore, made Himself responsible to bring and to save all His
wandering sheep. This does not relieve His saved people from the
responsibility of obeying His co=and to preach the Gospel to
every creature. The Shepherd uses means, and it pleases Him
through the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.
There is need for men of truth to go out to the heathen to preach
to them the Gospel of the grace of God. There is need for liberality
on the part of all God's people to furnish the funds by which such
men may be sent forth. It will still be true that Christ is the
Bringer of the sheep, though He uses means to that end. He goes
with His sent servants, and He enables them to preach the Gospel,
and He causes that Gospel to come to His sheep not in word only,
but also in power and in the Holy Ghost. 'What a mercy that He
has undertaken the full responsibility of bringing back His wandering sheep! "Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the Just for
the unjust, that He might bring u.~ to God" (1 Pet. iii. 18). He goes
after the lost sheep until He finds it. He never gives up the search
until He has discovered the wandering one. Then He layeth it on
His shoulders, rejoicing that He has found it. 0 think of that-the
Shepherd rejoicing over the discovery of a lost rebellious sinner.
He does not leave the sheep to walk back on its own feet, but He
carries it on His shoulders. It is not a case of the sheep doing his
part and the Shepherd doing His part. It is not a kind of co-operative salvation, but the Shepherd seeks, finds, carries, rejoices.
Then, not content with rejoicing Himself, He calleth His friends and
neighbours, saying, " Rejoice with Me; for I have found My sheep
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which was lost." Let us note those words. "I have found'My
sheep "-" the sheep which My Father gave Me." I have found
them. They were lost, but I have found them and carried them
home.
Is it not beautiful to notice the love wherewith Christ loved His
sheep 1 Listen again. He says, "I give unto them eternal life;
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out
of My hand" (John x. 28). He intends, then, to take care of
them. His sheep shall be safe and secure in His hand.
5. Lastly, we are taught that Christ's sheep have marks by which
they can be known.

The first mark is on their ears. " My sheep hear My voice."
" They shall hear My voice." Though they are dead in sin, the
time will come when they shall each hear the voice of the Son of
God. They will be quickened and regenerated by the Holy Ghost,
and as a result they will have the hearing ear and the understanding
heart. Our Lord says: "He that is of God heareth God's words:
ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God" (John
viii. 47). The sheep are of God. They are born of Him in due
time, and then they have ears to hear and hearts to -understand
God's words of Gospel truth. The sheep eventually hear Christ's
voice telling them of sin and hell. They hear His voice telling
them of His redeeming love and atoning death. They hear His
voice calling them to come unto Him. They do come, and they
experience His pardoning mercy. the cleansing efficacy of His
blood and the blessed welcome into God's family which is the
portion of all who are effectually called. Then the sheep go on
hearing the Shepherd's voice. They know His voice. They hear
its teaching. His Word is sweet to their taste. Others turn away
their ears from the truth. The sheep continually delight in the
gracious words which proceed out of the mouth of the Shepherd.
The second mark is on their leet. They not only hear Christ's
voice but they follow Him, they walk after Him (see John x. 27).
Theirfeet enter by the Door into the sheepfold (John x. 7,9). Then,
they go in and out, under the guidance of the Shepherd, and find
pasture. "When He putteth forth His Own sheep, He goeth
before them, and the sheep follow Him: for they know His voice.
And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they
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know not the voice of strangers" (John x. 4, 5). Have we these
two marks ~ Are we amongst those who hear His voice and follow
His footsteps. What a mercy to be numbered amongst His sheep!
How important for our spiritual welfare for us to go on hearkening
to His voice and following His footsteps! We are never safe
except under the guidance of the Shepherd. How infinitely
gracious it is of Him to call such unworthy sinners as we are, " My
sheep"! May we delight in Him, and say, "The Lord is my
Shepherd."
" 0 may Thy sheep discern Thy voice,
And in its sacred sound rejoice:
From strangers may they ever flee,
And know no other guide but Thee.
"Lord, bring Thy sheep that wander yet,
And let the number be complete :
Then let Thy flock from earth remove,
K 1
And occupy the fold above." (Th
omas e ly.)
Whitington Vicarage,
THE EDITOR
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
(Thomas Houghton).
A TRUE STORY OF A LITTLE GIRL.
" ONE day," said my visitor, speaking of her mother's goaly influence
in the home, "our youngest little sister came into the sitting-room
with a very sad face and saying, , Mother, I am so unhappy.''' The
little child was not more than four years of age, and so the mother
sought to amuse her with the flowers in the room. But her attention
was only diverted thereby for a few minutes, and she again exclaimed,
"They don't make me any happier." Then the mother bade her
run away and play with her favourite pussy, and the little child did
so, but soon returned with the same complaint, "That is not what
I want." And then the watchful, prayerful mother began to wonder
what was working in the mind of her little girl, and she inquired,
" What does my little E - want ~ " and the child at once took her
mother's hand and said, "Come and pray for me." Together they
entered an adjoining room, and when the mother knelt, the darling
child fell on her knees beside her and gathered her mother's skirts
right over her little person and foiding her hands she heard her mother
pray, " 0 Lord, my little E
is troubled about her sins. Wilt Thou
wash them away in Jesus' bl.ood and forgive her for His sake ~" And
as they rose from their knees, with a glad countenance, the dear little
child exultantly exclaimed," They're all gone! they're all gone!"·
That little girl is to-day motherless-her mother is in heaven, but
E
is following in her mother's steps, and is a child of God through
faith in Christ Jesus.
R.
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WELLSPRINGS.
,. Thou art my hiding-pla£e; Thou shaU preserve mefrom trouble; Thou
shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. "-PSALM xxxii. 7.

THREE gracious, and as true as they are gracious, declarations are
given in this text. And they have been proved graciously true in
the experience of the elect vessels of mercy in their chequered pilgrimage and their fight of faith against the world, the flesh, and the devil.
This Psalm of David is thought to be written by him after his grievous
sin and shameful fall. The language is much like that of the 51st
Psalm. David knew what it was to need a hiding-place. Our mercy
is, that Jehovah Himself, in Covenant with His Beloved Son, made
Him to be His people's" glorious Hiding-Place." None but Jesus
could hide the sin of His people by being " made sin for them." His
was the spotless righteousness, which covered the law and made
perfect atonement for the poor, guilty, self-condemned sinner who
looked to Him and cried to Him for mercy and pardon.
This is beautifully exemplified in the appointing of the six cities
of refuge-where every point and detail so wonderfully sets forth
Jesus as the Refuge and Hiding-Place of His people. In Exod. xxi. 13
it is distinctly stated amongst the divers laws and ordinances that
if a man has slain another unawares, if he has not committed murder
purposely or with intent, then says J ehovah, Who is the God of
mercy, "Then I will appoint thee a place, whither he shall flee."
And the selected" cities were to be cities of refuge for you, that the
slayer may flee thither, which killeth any person at unawares," or
by error, as the margin gives it. And as the fleeing man reached the
gate of the city, and declared" his cause in the ears of the elders;
they shall take him into that city unto them, and give him a place,
that he may dwell among them."
The names of these cities were significant. There were appointed
Kedesh in Galilee, which signified holy; Shechem in Mount Ephraim,
which signified strength; and Kirjath-arba, which meant fellowship.
On the other side Jordan were the city of Bezer, which signified
stronghold; and Ramoth, in Gilead, meaning exaltation; and Golan,
in Bashan, which signified joy. Do not all these suggest to the
spiritual reader the Lord Jesus and what He is to the hearts of His
poor and needy ones ~
These cities were required to be easy of access. "Thou shalt prepare
thee s, way," was the Divine command (Deut. xix. 3), and as the
fleer ran, there were to be watchmen at the gates of each city who
would at once admit him, subject him to strict examination, and if
found to be innocent of wilful murder, retain him and protect him
within the city, where he would be obliged to remain until the death
of the high-priest. All this is beautifully illustrative of Christ Jesus
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and His work of redemption. "Wherein God, willing more abundantly
to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel,
confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable things, in which it
was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolatIon,
who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us"
(Heb. vi. 17, 18). The language of every fleeing and finding sinner
is, " I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress, my God;
in Him will I trust" (Ps. xci. 2). Yea, all that they need, that He
is to them, even" a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in
his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when
the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall" (Isa.
xxv. 4). And as He is the Refuge, so He is the way thither also.
" And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called
The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall
be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein"
(Isa. xxxv. 8).
The Psalmist proved all this to his soul's comfort in his dire need.
It was truly and only his one place of safety and hiding. "Truly my
soul waiteth upon God: from Him cometh my salvation. . . . He
only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defence: I shall not
be moved" (Ps. lxii. 1 and 6). He had nowhere else to flee, and
his iniquity, transgression and sin were a burden intolerable. If
he "kept silence," his "bones waxed old through his roaring all
the day," and the hand of his God was heavy upon him. His sin
was ever before him, a load he could not bear up under, and he felt,
of sinners, the foulest. But he wants his God and Saviour.
•
"None but Jesus can do helpless sinners good."

Unlike the sinners of the world and enemies to God, who would
flee as far from God as they could to escape His eye, poor David, like
every godly penitent sinner, flees just the other way. "I flee unto
Thee to hide me," says the soul. Ah! that is all the difference!
The child of God flees to the Lamb. His enemies will one day flee
"from the wrath of the Lamb."
Oh, what is not the Lord to His people! "My rock, and my
fortress, and my deliverer; the God of my rock; my shield, and the
horn of my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my Saviour,"
sings David in the day that the Lord delivered him (2 Sam. xxii. 1-3).
And again, " The Lord will be a refuge for the oppressed" (Ps. ix. 9).
All this does everyone of the house of David prove his God to be,
even that " refuge" or "high place" wherein he is set up on high
and lifted safe above and beyond the reach of his enemies. Whatever the circumstances, Jesus is the Refuge of weary souls and their
alone Harbour and place of repair. The sin of separation from their
God soon taught our first parents they had no hiding-place, and a
poor attempt they made to hide themselves amongst the trees when
they heard the voice of J ehovah in the garden, saying, "Adam,
where art thou 1" Where indeed, when guilt had estranged, and
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sin had broken communion with God ~ And every redeemed sinner
knows to his or her sorrow how sin breaks co=union. Commnnion
is also broken by a slothful, sleepy condition of soul-neglect of the
means of grace-a careless walk-loss of spiritual appetite for the
precious Word-slowness of soul in approaching the mercy-seat: and
many other causes, but one and all bring us to prize increasingly
our "hiding-place."
As wanderers, we find no rest, like Noah's dove, until we arc
returned to our Ark, even the mercy-seat, the alone hiding-place for
weary sinners. It is there we are encouraged to hope and plead,
remembering that it is the Eternal God, Who is His people's Refuge,
and that He is the faithful, unchangeable One, Who cannot change
from His pu~pose of love, Who cannot forego one promise which
He has spoken, Who "hateth putting away," and Who welcomes
every penitent, returning sinner with the kiss of forgiveness and
reconciliation. Oh! what a Refuge He is! What a Hiding-Place is
ours !
Dear John Kent sang of it out of a full heart:
.. A refuge for sinners the Gospel makes known,
'Tis fCflllld iu the merits of Jesus alone;
The weary, the tempted, and hW'dened by sin,
'V"ere never exempted from entering in.
H

This refuge for sinners, His love did ordain,

In Jesus the Lamb, from eternity slain;
And if God the Spirit reveal· this to you,
Take refuge in Jesus, though hell should pursue.
"The soul that shall enter in safety shall dwell,
Ther~'s no peradventure of sinking to hell;
The oath of Jehovah secures him from fear,
N or shall the avenger of blood enter there.
" Should conscience accuse us, a.s oft-times it may,

Here's blood that can take its defilement away,
In Jesus the Saviour, the sluner shall view
A city of refuge a.nd righteousness too."

The dear readers have doubtless entered into the depth of these
lines. They have constantly to mourn a wandering heart. Sin so
deep-rooted is constantly re-asserting its sway, even when we had
hoped that grace had conquered. They likewise have to sorrow over
" love so cold and faint," and a soul cleaving to the dust. But herein
the wisdom of our God appears. He sees fit to withdraw the sensible
enjoyment of His presence at times, that we may renew our consciousness of our utter inability to live without Him, and prove how He
loves in spite of what we are and what we do. Of His ransomed
sheep He has declared, "I will lose none. but raise him up at" the last
day." None shall pluck them out of my Hand, nor my Father's Hand,
for I and my Father are one.
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In sacred conversation with a beloved friend some time ago, she
made a sweet remark on 1 Sam. xvii. 35. David says he took the lamb
out of the mouth of the lion. It was evidently whole and entire,
which was a miracle when we are reminded by the prophet Amos
(iii. 12) how "two legs or a piece of an ear" were as much as the
shepherd could expect to win from the devourer. Then the beloved
child of God carried the thought on to Jesus, the Dying Redeemer,
Who in His last hour took the dying thief literally out of the very
jaws of Satan, death and hell. It was a precious thought and found
a resting-place in my heart and in my memory.
And, finally, it is encouraging that as we have proved our HidingPlace, we find faith strengthened, hope encouraged, and God's past
faithfulness remembered. The soul will be saying, "Thou art my
Hiding-Place; Thou shalt preserve me from trouble; Thou shalt
compass me about with songs of deliverance." "Preserve me from
trouble "-that is, Thou wilt keep me from sinking under it, or from
being kept a moment longer in it than Thy love has designed.
Some poor soul may have been down-trodden by the sin of unbelief,
fiercely assaulted by Satan, robbed of all joy and peace, and beset
by fears that after all his religion has been a delusion, and there can
be no hope in the mercy of God for such an one. Well, there is still
this left, that God has provided His Hiding-Place for fleeing sinners.
Such will flee thither, knowing there is nowhere else to flee, and no
hope in any other refuge. All such will prove that long ages before
their Hiding-Place had been secured for them, and that Satan and
his legions cannot spoil them of it, and that there they shall assuredly,:
be hid in safety. An old writer has well said:
" Vile Satan thought to ·have us all,
When he effected Adam's fall
And ruined our whole race.

But> he for this appeared too late,
Myriads from everlasting date
Were in their hiding-place."
And from thence, beloved reader, will echo forth those " songs of
deliverance" ,vith which every rescued, ransomed saint will be " compassed about." You and I have had our songs of deliverance in the
past, and though we may be learning more and more of the exceeding
sinfulness of sin, yet there are still songs wherewith to tune our voices.
God never yet cast away anyone of His people, and " the poor and
needy" have a special place in His tender loving remembrance. If
thus far you can testify that the Lord has not rejected you, you may
yet hope in His mercy, plead His past faithfulness, and remind Him
that there is ever mercy for sinners since the dying thief found it so,
and cast himself upon Jesus to be remembered by Him in His Kingdom.
May w~, however downcast our state and condition, be enabled to
say, "Thou art my Hiding-Place; Thou shalt preserve me from
trouble; Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance."

R.
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Serlltonl:> nub N oU£! of SetlltOlHi.
THE LORD'S JEWELS.
SUBSTANOE OF SERMON PREAOHED ON MAY llTll, 1924, IN THE
GROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL, AT THE CONOLUSION OF THE 10TH
ANNUAL CONFERENOE OF THE SOVEREIGN GRAOE UNION,
BY J AMES VVILLOUGHBY, M.A.
" And they shall be Mine,. saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when
1 make up My jewels."-MALAOHI iii. 17.

OUR subject this evening is, "The Jewels of Jehovah JeSllS." His
jewels are His redeemed people.
Jewels are beautiful in the eyes of men. The redeemed are beautiful
in the eyes of Christ. They are exceedingly beautiful in the beauty
of imputed perfection on earth, and they will be exceedingly beautiful
in the beauty of imparted perfection in heaven.
Jewels are precious in the eyes of men. The redeemed are precious
in the eyes of Christ. They are exceedingly dear to His infinite heart.
He loves them as His Father loves Him: "As the Father hath loved
Me, so have I loved you." They are His peculiar treasure. They
are His jewels.
The discourse this evening will be divided into four main divisions.
The heads of these divisions will be the following:
1. -The Jewels Chosen.
n. -The Jewels Purchased.
IlL-The Jewels Hall-marked.
IV .-The Jewels Collected.
1. THE JEWELS CHOSEN.-l. You have looked at a beautiful
diamond, sparkling in the light. You have looked at a piece of
charcoal, black through and through. Has it ever occurred to you
that the beautiful diamond and the piece of black charcoal are made
of the very same matter 1 Well, science tells us that this is so. You
have looked at a beautiful saint of God-one of the Lord's bright
jewels. You have looked at a bondservant of Satan-a man black
with sin through and through. Has it ever occurred to you that
both these men once belonged to the same mass of totally depraved
humanity 1 Well, the Bible tells us that this is so.
2. The portions of matter that are formed into diamonds deserve
no credit for becoming diamonds. They deserve no praise for becoming
jewels. They did not turn themselves into jewels. They were made
diamonds by th.e power of God. He deserves all the praise. Similarly,
those portions of fallen humanity that have become saints of God
deserve no credit for becoming saints of God. They deserve no praise
for becoming jewels of the Lord. They did not form themselves
into saints. They were made saints by the power of God. He deserves
all the praise and glory: "Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of
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God is made unto us wisdom, and righteous!1ess, and sanctification,
and redemption: that, according as it is written, he that glorieth,
let him glory in the Lord."
3. There is one respect, however, in which the bondservant of Satan
is not like the piece of charcoal. The latter has no will. Not willingly
'is it a piece of charcoal. It does not deliberately prefer to be charcoal.
It does not deserve blame because it is charcoal. It does not, because
it is charcoal, deserve to perish. Whereas the bondservant of Satan
has a will. He willingly is Satan's bondservant. He deliberately
and wickedly prefers to be such. He deserves blame, because he
is Satan's willing bondservant. Because he is Satan's willing and
wicked bondservant, he deserves to perish.
4. I ha"" pointed out that those who are saints were made saints
by the power of God. What I am coming to is this: God never
does anything as the result of an after-thought. He always works
according to a definite plan. Whatsoever He does, He always intended
to do. Those whom He turns into saints He always intended to
turn into saints. Those who are His jewels-who shine with the
brightness of imputed perfection on earth, and who will shine with
the brightness of inherent perfection in heaven-these He always
intended to have as His precious jewels: "God hath, from the beginning, chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit,
and belief of the truth." "He (i.e., the Father) hath chosen us in
Him (i.e., the Son) before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and without blame before Him in love."
5. Some think that the doctrine of Election to Salvation is a
horrible doctrine. Well, let us consider this thing. Let us see if',it
be a Ve1'Y horrible doctrine. Away back in eternity God resolved
to save the man that became the penitent thief; God resolved to
save that man through a Substitute. God resolved to provide the
Substitute. God resolved to show the thief his need of the Substitute,
and to make him willing to be saved by the Substitute, and t<:> cause
him to look for salvation to the Substitute. God resolved to justify,
sanctify, and glorify that man on the ground of the merits of the
Substitute. God resolved to do all this, not because of anything
praiseworthy in the thief, but of His. own mere good pleasure. God
resolved to do all this, in spite of the thief's own evil nature, and
in spite of all the opposing powers of air and earth and hell. He
resolved to do it out of pure, unmixed, unadulterated love. Now,
was it a very horrible thing on God's part to resolve to do all this for
that thief 1 If you had a brother a thief, would you not like God
to do all this for that brother 1 Is it not delightful beyond expression
that God determined to do all this for the thief 1 And if it was not
horrible on God's part to do all this for one definite individual, it
cannot have been horrible to resolve to do it for an innumerable
multitude of definite individuals. If it is delightful beyond expression
that God determined to do all this for one definite individual, it is
one hundred million times more delightful that He determined to
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do all this for one hundred million definite individuals. He determined
to do all this for an innumerable multitude of definite individuals,
aud this is Election t<:> Salvation. Is the doctrine of election very
horrible after all 1 Was it very horrible on God's part to love the
thief as much as He did, and to love an innumerable multitude as
much as He loved the thief 1
6. Somebody, perhaps, says, "Oh, but the doctrine of election
implies that God did not resolve to do for everybody all that you say
He resolved to do for the thief." Calvinists deny that God determined to do all this for everybody. "Well, hut how are Arminians
superior to Calvinists in this respect 1" Arminians certainly do not
say that God resolved to do for everybody what I say He resolved
to do for the thief. Arminians admit that there are some whom
God will never save.
11. THE JEWELS PURCHASED.-l. It has been said that our do<Jtrine
of the atonement is "tainted with commercialism." But why
" tainted" with commercialism 1 There can be such a thing as a
clean commercial tran~action, and a cleau commercial transaction
never tainted anything. The Apostle Paul, writiug to jewels of the
Lord, says: "Ye are bought with a price," and buying uith a price
is certainly a purchasing transaction.
2. We are now face to face with the greatest purchasing trausaction
that ever took place in the entire universe. (a) It is gl'eat because
of the greatness of the price that was paid. The Apostle Paul, writing
about the Son of God, says: "He gave Himself for us." That
was the Price. Just think of its greatness. The Son of God did
not give countless millions of tons of gold for us. He gave what was
more valuable by far. He did not give an innumerable number of
wagon-loads of rubies, and sapphires, and emeralds, and diamonds
for us; He gave what was altogether more valuable than all these.
He did not give four hundred million solar systems, with their bright
suns, and planets, and satellites, and asteroids-He did not give all
these for us; He gave what was more valuable than all these. He
did not give bright seraphs, and" Ten thousand times ten thousand,
and thousands of thousands" of angels for us; He gave what was
more valuahle than all these. The great Son of God, the Creator
and Preserver of all the gold, precious stones, solar systems, angels,
and seraphs in existence, gave" Himself" for us. When God" could
swear by no greater, He swore by Himself"; and when God's Son
could give no greater price for us He gave Himself. (b) Also, this
purchasing traru;action is great because of the vastness qf the ""mber
of jewels bought. These are" a great multitude, whom no man can
number, of all nations and kindreds, and people, and tongues."
3. We have seen that the great Son of God was the Price by which
His people were purchased. This righteous Person dying on the tree
was the Price. But a price is something given in the stead of the
property purchased, therefore the Son of God was given in His people's
stead. But that which is given, or put, in the stead of something
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else is the substitute of that something else, therefore the Lord Jesus
is His people's Substitute. This view is fully confirmed by those
passages of Scripture which represent Him as bearing the sins and
paying the penalty of those for whom He died: "Who His own
Self bore our sins in His own body on the tree." "For the transI(ression of My people was He stricken."
m.-THE JEWELS HALL-MARKED.-Not only precious stones, but
also many precious articles of silver and gold, are called jewels. The
latter are sometimes in the Scriptures called jewels. Thousands of
beautiful and valuable articles of silver and gold in the British Isles
are called jewels. These have on them a hall-mark. It is so called
from its connection with the Goldsmiths' Hall. The hall-mark consists of several marks, namely, a standard mark, mark of assaying
town, a letter indicating the year in which the article was assayed
and stamped, and the initials of the maker. All these are punched
on some conspicuous part of the jewel. The hall-mark is impressed
at the various assay offices in the British Isles. It indicates the true
value and fineness of the precious metal on 'which it is stamped. The
redeemed jewels of Jehovah Jesus are all hall-marked. They have
upon them the hall-mark of grace.
In the experience of many a person, a time comes when his or her
supreme question is : "Do I belong to the Lord's peculiar treasure? "
Such questions as, "How can I becom.e rich ? " and "How can I
become famous? " and "How can I have my fill of pleasure? "such questions as these then shrivel up into comparative insignificance.
Every other question regarding his or her welfare, when placed beside
the question, " Am lone of the Lord's jewels? " is like a molehill
beside a white-robed Alpine mountain. It may be that here this
evening the supreme question in some soul is: "Am lone of the
jewels? "
Well, have you got the hall-mark? As we have seen, the ordinary
hall-mark consists of several marks. The hall-mark of grace also
consists of several marks. We shall look at five of these, one by
one:
1. One of the marks is love to the Lord Jesus.

"He that loveth Me
shall be loved of My Father." "If a man love Me he will keep My
words, and My Father will love him, and We will come to him, and
make Our abode with him." These passages clearly show that if the
person who loves the Lord Jesus was ever at enmity with God (and
he was at enmity with God), he is now pardoned by, and reconciled
to, his offended Sovereign. Do you love the Lord Jesus? If you
do, this is one of the marks in the hall-mark of grace on your soul.
It is a proof that you are one of the jewels of Jehovah Jesus.
2. Another of the marks is love to the Lord's people. "We know
that we have passed out of death into life because we love the brethren."
Have you ever found yourself suddenly drawn toward a personsuddeuly beginning to love a person-on suddenly discovering that
that person loved the Saviour? If you have, then this special love
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is one of the marks of the hall-mark of grace on your soul. It is a
proof that you are one of the Lord's jewels.
3. Another of the marks is godliness in general. "Everyone that
doeth righteousness is born of Him." Up to the year 1890 one of the
marks in the ordinary hall-mark was the head of the reigning Sovereign.
This was the" duty mark." If you were to look at a jewel that was
marked before 1890 you would see on it the likeness of the Sovereign.
The likeness would be far from a perfect likeness, but, all the same,
it would be a real likeness. "Godliness" means "Godlikeness""likeness to God." Godliness is the likeness of the great reigning
Sovereign on the redeemed soul. At present it is very far indeed
from a perfect likeness, but, all the same, it is a real likeness, and it
is one of the marks in the hall-mark of grace on the soul. It is a
proof that the person possessing it is one of the Lord's jewels.
4. Another of the marks is trust in Christ. "He that believeth
on the Son hath everlasting life." "Blessed are all they that put
their trust in Him." Perhaps you say: " I have not got the strange,
mysterious, happy feelings that I thought always accompanied and
followed the new birth, consequently I fear I am not born again."
The Bible does not say such feelings always accompany and follow
the new birth. As a matter of fact, the new birth is sometimes
accompanied and followed by very painful feelings. Have you
believed on the Son of God 1 I mean, have you trusted in the Son
of God 1 If so, then happy feelings or no happy feelings, you have
everlasting life, for the Lord Jesus says so. Your trust in Him is
one of the marks in the hall-mark of grace on your soul. It is a
proof that you are one of His precious jewels.
5. Another of the marks is a willingness to apply to Christ for salvation.
This willingness is an evidence of the commencement of the work
of grace in the soul thus willing, "For it is God that worketh in you
to will." Again, the person who is willing to apply to Christ for
salvation, applies to Christ; he sincerely asks Christ to save him.
This is calling upon the Name of the Lord, and three times over it is
said in reference to the Second Person of the Trinity: "Whosoever
shall call upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved," and the Apostle
Paul, writing to " All that in every place call upon the Name of Jesus
Christ our Lord" (1 Cor. i. 2), says: "Ye are justified" (vi. 11). If
something was wrong with my body-something that could be cured
ouly by a skilful surgical operation, and if I asked a surgeon to operate
on me and cure me, my applying to him would prove the following
things: That I knew I was unwell; that I knew I could not cure
myself; that I believed the surgeon could cure me; that I was willing
to be cured by the surgeon; and that I had at least some faith-some
truslr-in the surgeon. Had I no faith in him, I should not ask him
to cure me. Similarly, if I sincerely ask Christ to save me, my
applying to Him proves the following things: That I know I am
a sinner; that I know I cannot save myself; that I believe Christ
can save me; that I am willing to be saved by Him; and that I have
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at least some faith-some trust--in Him. Had I no faith in Him,
I should not sincerely ask Him to save me. All these things, in turn,
prove that the Spirit of God has co=enced His life-giving work
within me, and that I am redeemed. Are you willing to apply to
the Lord Jesus for salvation 1 If so, this willingness is one of the
marks of the hall-mark of grace on your sou!. It is a proof that you
are one of the precious jewels of Jehovah Jesus.
Now, should the hall-mark on some article of gold become, somehow or other, nearly obliterated-should only one of the marks remain
clear and distinct-still, if one were sure that it was the mark belonging
to the hall-mark, one could be sure that the article which appeared
to be of gold was genuine. In like manner, if a person is sure that
he possesses anyone of the above-named marks of grace, even if the
other marks do not seem to him to be clear and distinct, he still may
be sure that he is a genuine jewel of the Lord.
One other reference to the hall-mark: Its marks are not the cause
of the true value and fineness of the precious metal; they are the
evidences of its value and fineness. Similarly, the marks in the hallmark of grace are not the meritorious cause of the salvation of the
person whose soul bears these marks-the substitutionary work of
Christ on which faith rests is the sole and only meritorious cause-the
marks in the hall-mark of grace are the evidences that the person
bearing them is a genuine Christian.
IV. THE JEWELS ALL COLLECTED.-From amid the ruined masses
of ancient civilizations many precious jewels have, from time to time,
been gathered out. Golden jewels have been found amqngst the ruins
of the prehistoric palace of Minos, King of Crete, and amongst "the
ruins of the prehistoric treasury of Atreus, King of Mycenoo, and in
the mounds of Babylon, and in the ruins of Troy. Jewels have been'
found in Italian cities that had been buried for many ages. In other
places Egyptian jewels about 4500 years old have been discovered.
Many of the jewels referred to were made with a skill that cannot be
surpassed. From amid the ruined masses of ancient civilizations,
accordingly, numbers of precious jewels have been gathered out.
Down the ages the Lord has been gathering out " A people for
His Name." Thus, from amid the ruined masses of fallen humanity
He has been gathering out precious jewels. He has been polishing
them and placing them in His palace beyond the skies. If you could
look in through the gate of pearl you would see a vast collection of
shining jewels.
Doubtless, many ordinary jewels are still amongst the ancient ruined
masses. They have not yet been gathered out. Amid the ruined
masses of fallen humanity are still many precious jewels to be gathered
up. Bnt one day the last will have been gathered out, and then,
at the sound of the loud trump, all the precious jewels, in
precious caskets-glorified souls in glorified bodies-will be caught
up to meet the Lord in the air. Then the beautiful jewels of Jehovah
Jesus will shine out through their shining caskets with a glory that
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will never pale and fade, for " Then shall the righteous shine forth
as the.sun in the kingdom of their Father." . "They that be wise
shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they that turn
many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever."
[This excellent sermon is published in pamphlet form by the
Sovereign Grace Union, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.
Price 2d., post free; 100 for lOs.; 50 for 5s.; 20 for 2s. 6d. It is
worthy of a wide circulation.-ED.l
"FAITHFUL BRETHREN IN CHRIST."
COWSSIANS i. 2.
A SCOTCH minister once wrote: "The word faith, as is obvious at
once to the ear and to the eye, is part and parcel of the word faithfulness. Faithfulness is supposed to be the quality of a person's
character who has true faith, or is full of fa,;th." In other words, it is
assumed that a man who has true faith can be trusted in all circumstances, and with whatsoever may be committed to his charge. Wheresoever there is genuine faith in God and His revealed will, as made
known in His Word, there will be true faithfulness. This relationship
between faith, faithful, and faithfulness, needs to be constantly kept
in mind, because in matters relating to Salvation there cannot be
one without the other.
Paul, the Apostle of the Lord Jesus to the Gentiles (Acts ix. 15),
was inspired to write very definitely upon this matter of faithfulness.
He declares that the glorious Gospel was committed to him in trust
by the Lord Jesus, and that to enable him to carry out this trust the
Lord put him into the Ministry (see 1 Tim. i. 11, 12). In concluding
his letter to his young friend and fellow-minister, he exhorts him in
these words: "0 Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy
trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of Science
falsely so called, which some professing have erred concerning the
fa.ith" (1 Tim. vi. 20, 21). A steward holds his master's property in
trust. Hence the Apostle writes, "It is required in stewards that
a man be found faithful" (1 Cor. iv. 2), and the Apostle adds: "I
have found Timothy faithful in the Lord" (1 Cor. iv. 17). Timothy
was a "faithful brother" who could be trusted to carry. out in word
and deed the teaching of the true Gospel.
In writing to encourage and instruct the Jews who had embraced
the truths of the Gospel, the Apostle urges these believers to look
at all times to the Lord Jesus, " Who was faithf't/ to Him (God) Who
appointed Him:' (Heb. iii. 2). Since the Lord Jesus was faithful
to God and only spake those words which the Father gave Him to
speak (John xii. 49), and since" God cannot lie" (Titus i. 2), it
follows that all the utterances of the Lord Jesus were, and are, TRUE.
Moreover, the Lord Jesus "knows all things from the beginning"
(see John vi. 64), and He said, "I speak that which I have seen with
My Father" (John viii. 38).
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The events of history are things seen, therefore every event to which
the Lord Jesus referred is A FACT, and all " faithful brethren in Christ"
prove their faithfulness by absolute fidelity to everyone of His
utterances.
1£ any man calls in question, or doubts, anyone of the statements
made by the Lord Jesus, he proves thereby that he is an unfaithful
steward,
When Paul wrote his letter, or epistle, to the believers in Ephesus,
he addressed them as" the faithful in Christ Jesus." This is important
to note, because when he desired that these believers should know
the exact truth concerning his affairs, his health, and his work in
the Gospel, he. sent them " Tychicus a beloved brother and faithful
minister in the Lord, that he might make known to them all things"
(Eph, vi. 21, 22).
Paul knew that a " faithful minister in the Lord" could be trusted
to tell the truth. Paul knew that such an one could be relied,upon,
that a "faithful minister" would neither bear false witness nor seek
to undermine the confidence of those to whom he was sent.
Since Paul knew that he could trust Tychicus, a fellow-creature
like himself, what is to be thought of those who teach that all the
utterances of "Jesus Christ, the Faithful Witness" (Rev. i. 5), cannot
be relied upon? Such are not" faithful brethren in Christ."
Paul was not a changeling. He was united to the Lord Jesus by
a living faith, and his desire was that others should be brought into
the same safe and happy condition. When he met with any true
believers his heart went out to them. This is manifest in his various
letters, but especially so in the Epistle to the Colossians, where he
addresses the believers as "faithful brethren in Christ" (chapter i. 2),
and rejoices in their" faith in Christ Jesus" and their" love to the
saints" (verse 4) and their close adherence to " the Word of the truth
of the Gospel" (verse 5) and which" brought forth fruit" in them
(verse 6), The chief human instrument who had been blessed of God
to teach the Colossians the Way of Truth seems to have been
"Epaphras, our dear fellow-servant" and "a faithful' minister of
Christ" (verse 7), but there were other helpers also, viz.: "Tychicus
a beloved brother, a faithful minister and a fellow-servant in the
Lord" (verse 7), and "Onesimus a faithful and beloved brother"
(verse 9).
It is evident Paul was very particular regarding the" faithfulness"
of those who went forth to preach the Gospel, so much so that he
instructed Timothy to be diligently careful to commit all the truths
of the Gospel to "faithful men" that they might be " able to teach
others also" (2 Tim. ii. 2).
Paul's consistency must be noted because it is for the believer's
guidance to-day. When giving instruction to Titus concerning the
work and qualifications of a minister, Paul wrote, he must be one
who holds fast the faithful Word in all his teaching, as he himself hath
been taught in order that he may, by sound doctrine, be able to
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instruct the believer and also convince the opposer of the Truth that
he is in error (see Titus i. 6-9). In the following verse (10), the Apostle
explains why it is so absolutely necessary that a faithful minister
should thus act, "for there are many unruly and vain talkers and
deceivers, specially they of the circumcision." That is to say, this
evil prevails amongst those who make a great profession of religion.
It must not be supposed that Paul stood alone in this matter of
requiring faithfulness. Peter was in perfect agreement with Paul and
expresses himself strongly in his epistle (1 Peter v. 12): "I have
written briefly unto you, by Silvanus, a faithful brother as I suppose,
exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein
ye stand." Peter, like Paul, knew that the Truth which he preached
was according to godliness, and was in perfect harmony with the
wholesome words of the Lord Jesus (see 1 Tim. vi. 3), and he knew
that all contrary teaching was soul-destroying.
As God requires faithfulness in all His ministers, so, too, does He.
require faithfulness in all who profess the name of the Lord Jesus,
and He requires all His faithful people to try, or test, the teaching
they receive by His Word (1 John iv. 1; Isa. viii. 20), and if such
teaching be not in accordance with that Word, then they are called
upon to " Come out" (see Rev. xviii. 4; Isa. lii.' 11).
If Courts of Justice in every civilized country deal severely with
those who prove U1ifaithful with the property committed to their
trust, what must be looked for, from the Just and Holy God, by
those who are u?ifaithful to the Word they profess to teach!
P. I. B.
SIMILAR SENTENCES.
(Continued from p(J{Je 404.)
" I will shew thee my faith by my works . . . faith without works is
dead."-JAMEs ii. 18, 20.

"IT is the Spirit that quickeneth." May God the Spirit quicken
whenever anyone attempts to understand and elucidate the Word
of God. So now may He do so.
" I will say to my soul ... But God said unto him " Luke xii. 19, 20.
" A certain rich man," considered and concluded. Much wisdom was
·in his head and much work was before his eyes, but the fear of God
was not in his heart. His estimate was for" many years," but God's
veto crossed it all in one night. The rich man's ultimatum was,
" I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many
years," etc. "But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy
soul shall be required of thee." What a mighty contrast in the two
sayings! The rich man seemingly had looked in every direction save
that of Death. He had calculated coolly in a businesslike way, but
he had omitted the one thing needful. He was "not rich toward
God," so God called him a " fool," in spite of his wonderful worldly
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wisdom. He had thought only of his own will, forgetting that he
must bequeath" those things ... which (he had) provided" to others.
It is a pitifully sad sight when the world lays up for itself and for
itself only. It is a far more pitifully sad sight when the professing
Church is " not rich toward God." This rich man's sin was the sin
of selfishness and covetousness. Selfishness was also the sin of the
"rich man" of Luke xvi. 19. And worldly wisdom was the sin of
the previous "rich man" of verses 1-8. We will not, however,
dwell on the two latter, but only on this one who had not reckoned
with death, and whose aim in life was worldly gain. Oh, reader!
how is it with you 1 Do you belong to the Lord 1 Has" His great
love" taken possession of your heart and has His precious blood
covered all your sins 1 And if not, what if God calls your soul
to-night 1 If, however, you can truly say, Yes, "He loved me and
gave Himself for me," then what are you giving to Him 1 Are you
laying "up treasure" for yourself, which must after all, and that
perhaps very shortly, be left to others; or are you "rich toward
God" 1 It behoves all the Lord's children to "lay up treasure,"
but not of this world's goods and not for their own advantage. No!
treasure in heaven~treasure that the moth does not fret, that the
rust does not tarnish, that the thief does not steal. Ah! it is well
to lay up abundantly this kind of treasure-the gentle word that
costs an effort, the loving visit that costs a headache, the thoughtful
gift that costs self-denial-these are all laid-up treasure if done
because we love the Lord. Even as the greater life sacrifices are
also heavenly treasure-the missionary who leaves kindred and home
and gives up, oh, how much to preach the Gospel in heathen lands;
the man or woman who stands alone for conscience' sake and loses,
oh, how much because compromise will deduct from that heavenly
treasure; the Christian who refuses to be unequally yoked and forfeits,
oh, how much sooner than form an unholy alliance; the worker
who takes up uncongenial employment and yields, oh, how much
convinced that that service is God's appointment. All these are laidup heavenly treasure. All these make the givers" rich toward God."
May the Holy Spirit enable us in both small and great things to
accumulate these precious riches. You remember our Saviour's
comment and counsel on the unjust steward (when his) Lord commended him: "I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the
riches (margin) of unrighteousness." That is, the money for God's
glory, spend it on spiritual work, " that when ye (die) they"-those
whom you have humanly speaking helped to save by the right expenditure of your "mammon "-" may receive you into everlasting
habitations." The riches are temporal, short-lived; the future
habitations are everlasting. Oh! it will be very sweet to be greeted
up yonder by those saved ones to whom our self-sacrifice-be it by
gift of one's self or one's substance-proved to be "the \Savour of
life unto life." We cannot give spiritual life to others, that is the
province of the Holy Spirit alone; but we can spend and be spent
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to extol and exalt the Saviour of sinners, and do all in our power to
publish the way of salvation.
" If Thou canst "-" If Thou wilt" Mark ix. 22, 23; Matt. viii. 2-3.
Again a great contrast. The one man, the father of the" son (with)
a dumb spirit:' came in doubt. He had seen the disciples fail to
cast out the spirit. How would it be with the disciples' Lord! Did
another bitter disappointment await him! So he came to the Lord
Jesus Christ with an "If Thou canst." The answer was another
" If thou canst." Delay was the result of doubt. Not," Can I do ! "
but" eanst thou believe! " was the question. It is the same still. There
is no doubt about the Lord's power, it is almighty. He can do all
things. Great is His power, but oh, how small is our faith! "If
thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth."
Beloved fellow-Christian, is there some loved one for whom vou are
pleading, are over-auxious, one who is spiritually dumb, apparently
dead! Does not the Lord Christ still say, "If thou canst
believe, all things are possible to him that believeth"! Begin at
the beginning and ask. for faith to pray in faith and then go on
praying "believing that ye shall receive." When He prompts us
thus to pray, it is because He has planned to perform. We cannot
depend on human help, however good. We are so apt to lay stress
on special preachers and certain influences, when we are anxious about
some soul. These may be good in themselves, and we must leave
no stone unturned to bring such an one into the light. But it is the
blood and work of Christ only, and that sealed by the Spirit, that
will really avail. Let 'us beware of trusting in man. The Lord's
disciples, even the best of them, are subject to failure, but the
disciples' Lord, never! This father's son was healed, not when he
came to the followers of Christ, but wben he came to Christ Himself.
The other man, " a leper," went straight to the point. He put his
request reversely. He came in God-given faith. He did not say,
" If Thou canst, do"; but," If Thou wilt, do." The answer was, " I
will . . . and immed,:ately his leprosy was cleansed." There was no
doubting of Christ's power on the leper's part, so there was no delay
in the putting out of it on the Lord's part. We must never go to
H,m with an "If Thou canst"; we may always go to Him with
an " If Thou wilt." He is ever able for all things. Hence we come
to the same issue as before; because He has purposed to bless, He
calls forth the petition. Probably this leper had not at any time
turned to man for healing. Possibly for many years he had imagined
healing for himself was impossible. Then he heard of One Who could
cure even leprosy, and on applying to Him he was cleansed" immediately." There is something strangely short and simple in the story,
making it singularly attractive. It is as terse as several Scripture
scenes. Perchance with the exception of verses 14-15, it is the most
terse description of individual healing. But it is very full and very
lengthy all the same! It contains the account of a man, his errand,
his condition, his worship, his faith, his prayer and his healing. It
33
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shows the will, the power, the readiness, "nd the perfect cure of
Christ. Further, the leper began with worshipping the Lord Jesus.
That was right. He came in entire faith: that too was good. But
after he was healed Christ demanded something more: "Go. . .
shew . . . and ofier." "Faith without works is dead." Healed by
faith, he was to declare it by works. Though through faith he was
absolutely cured by the Lord, he was to fulfil the law also, "for a
testimony unto" man. We are not to stop short when healed of
sin, we are not to stand still satisfied with salvation. Oh, no! we
are to " shew" by our works that we love and serve the Lord Who
has healed us. Moreover, defilement, decay, and separation, were
suddenly superseded by cleansing, health, and unity. He whose
place had formerly been acknowledged "without," would now be
admitted within. He came as he was and Christ completely renewed
him and he was never cast out again. He was constrained to come, and
went on his way rejoicing thenceforward.
It is still so with every
sinner who comes. Felt need constitutes our plea, coming in faith
ensures our cure. Service must follow, "Go . .. shew." May every
reader (as well as the writer) be enabled to show his faith by his
works! (see margin in James n. 18).
New Eltham, S.E.9.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
(To be continued, D. V.)
INTERPRETATIONS.
•
THE disciples had the wisdom, which we would do well to covet, to
ask the Lord, "What might this parable mean 1" He did not say
that anyone would know, that nothing could be more simple, but
in acknowledging their inquiry, He confirmed their feeling that. His
wisdom was too- high for them, and that no one could reach it except
by His Own revelation. "Unto you it is given to know the mysteries
. . . but to them it is not given . . . hearing they shall not hear."
How easy His explanations seemed when He had made them! "The
seed is the word "-" The field is the world." And so we know what
the parables of the Sower and of the Tares mean. As for many of
the others, we still wonder or suggest or believe, conscious always
of the depth of His mysteries, and of our own native blindness. The
Psalmist said that he would open his mouth in parables and " declare
dark sayings of old," and then he recapitulated the dealings-of God
with his people in Egypt and in the wilderness.
He knew the significance of these dealings did not terminate with
them, but that to generation after generation they would have a
meaning and an unfolding that (to use the Apostle's words) no
Scripture was of private interpretation. Jonah's lodging in the whale,
the history of Hagar, the lifting up of the serpent in the wilderness,
all these happenings would appear in difierent settings and with
God-made interpretations as time came and went. Did J oseph know
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that he was a type of Christ, or did Esther in her exaltation think
of the magnitude of His ways Who "taketh away the first that He
may establish the second "~ In ancient days God went down and
confounded the builders of the impious Babel, and the counterpart is certain. At Christ's coming again He will destroy that abomination which exalts itself against the Lord and His Anointed. But
a deep" coucheth beneath." What does it mean that Achsah asked
for springs of water to be added to her south land, or that Zelophehad's
daughters sued for an inheritance, or that the Gibeonites by treachery
became part of the nation of Israel ~ It was J oseph who said, " Do
not interpretations belong to God 1" and he asked the question:
of himself as much as of the butler or the baker. He had been years
in prison, unjustly put and unjustly kept there, and his captive body
and more captive soul were tried by the mystery of God's providence..
But now at last light seemed to be dawning, and hope that a change'
and deliverance were at hand. But it faded again, leaving the darkness greater; for the vision yet tarried its appointed time. It was
at the end that it spoke and did not lie, and "God was His Own
interpreter."
" Jesus Himself knew what He would do," and in unruffled wisdom
and power and love He could endure the consternation of Philip, the
grief of Martha and Mary, the all but hopelessness of Jairus. And
yet some secret hope sustained them all, a flickering expectation
that somehow the Lord would not fail them. So it was with a friend
lately, who anticipated the coming Monday and week with apprehension
and misery. And when Saturday night came and neither sun nor
stars had appeared, nearly all hope of being saved would have been
taken away. "Nearly," but not quite; for her fainting heart, in
spite of itself, had heard the promise that " for the oppression of the
poor, for the sighing of the needy now will I arise, saith the Lord,"
with a corresponding promise from Isaiah. And so Monday morning
came, but "by the time the sun was hot," an entirely undreamt-of
circumstance had arisen which changed her mourning into dancing.
And she rejoiced in God, saw that His was a better way than hers
would have been if He had answered her petitions as she made them.
Not that fulness of joy and peace lasted very long. For, as Gehazi
said, when Naaman had gone off with his wonderful salvation: "As
the Lord liveth I will mn after him and take somewhat of him," so
a new crop of fears and apprehensions, with the devil hurrying them
on, appeared over the horizon, and threw her still and again upon
the tenderness of His mercy, and the greatness of His power t{) Whom
belongeth all things in heaven and in earth, Who leadeth His people
in the way that they should go. "0 Lord, by these things men live
and in all these things is the life of my Spirit," and "more the
treacherous calm I dread than tempests breaking o'er my head."
The Blessed Spirit will bring His children to poverty of spirit, to
dependance on Himself, to feel that they need Him to save them, and
that without any money or price that they ever can or will give Him.
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The clouds, whether spiritual or providential, are His chariots, and
He rides upon them, not for the destruction, but for the salvation,
of His powerless children. They will see light in Hjs light, and the
only mystery that will remain will be the mystery of His love.
FOLLOWER-OK.
NO LIGHT.
IT does seem wonderful, and yet it is just like Him, our marvellous
God, to send light in a time of " no light." I was seeking for light
upon what to write for dear GOSPEL MAGAZINE readers. I was" hard
put to it," as Bunyan expresses it. There seemed no light. Just
after I had uttered these words to a dear friend about this difficulty,
suddenly the flash of light was sent with amazing clearness in the
actual expression just used and from the Holy Word, from Himself
the Illuminator. Isaiah 1. 10, "Who is among you that feareth the
Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in darkness
and hath no light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord and stay
upon his God." Rest of soul, light in darkness, rapidity of thought,
facility of expression poured in. I felt some dear reader is walking
in darkness of spirit, in perplerity of soul, <ir sorrow of mind. The
world is full of such among the Lord's people. May the Holy Spirit
impart the comforting words wherewith the sorrowful beloved of the
Lord may be refreshed and invigorated, and travel the Zionward path
full of His peace and consolation.
This fiftieth chapter of Isaiah contains, to begin with, the Lord's
denunciation of Israel's sins and utter debasement. Yet the tender
love of God faileth not. "Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold
yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away,"
using the imagery of the Eastern customs of divorce, and when in debt
selling children. See the case of the poor widow crying to Elisha,
saying, "The creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be
bondmen," as also in Nehemiah v. 4, 5: "There were also that said
we have borrowed money for the king's tribute, and that upon our
lands and vineyards . . . 10, we bring into bondage our sons and our
daughters to be servants, and some of our daughters are brought into
bondage already: neither is it in our power to redeem them, for other
men have our lands and vineyards."
Thus the Lord uses this language, " Which of My creditors is it to
whom I have sold you?" Alas! "Behold for your iniquities have
ye sold yourselves." He proceeds to say, " Wherefore, when I came
was there no man? When I called, was there none to answer? Is
My hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem? or have I no power
to deliver?" He continues the argument recalling His deliverances
on the rivers, iu the wilderness and in the heavens, and notwithstanding
their sins He was still'able to deliver.
Then the Saviour steps in to comfort His people. "The Lord God
hath given Me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to
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speak a word in season to him that is weary" (literally to " succour by
words "). And not only so, but" He wakeneth mine ear to hear as the
learned." He has not only the tongue of the learned, but He hath also
the ear of the learned. "The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I
was not rebellious, neither turned away back." He took up the cause
of His redeemed so willingly, so wholeheartedly. "I gave My back to
the smiters and My cheeks to them that plucked off the hair. I hid
not My face from shame and spitting." To pluck off the hair is the
highest insult that can be offered to an Oriental. To spit in another's
presence is an insult in the East, much more on one's person, most of all
in the face. Yet Christ gave His back to the smiters and His cheeks to
them that plucked off the hair. He hid not His face. Why did He do
all this 1 From love, love to the guilty who had sold themselves for
iniquities. He" set His face like a flint," so eager was He, so " determined to save." He saw they were helpless, and His language is, " The
Lord God will help Me." "He is near that justifieth Me "-and
justification in His case is God's judicial acceptance and vindication of
Him on the ground of His own righteousness. In the believer's case
it is on the ground of his Saviour's righteousness and meritorious death
imputed to him. So he too can say, " Behold, the Lord God will help
me." The Lord God Himself, even Christ Who gave Himself for me,
will help me, will answer for me. "Who is he that shall condemn me 1 "
This lIfessianic language is adopted by St. Paul in Romans viii., " Who
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect 1 It is God that
justifieth. Who is he that condemneth 1 It is Christ that died,
yea, rather, that is risen again, Who is even at the right hand of God,
Who also maketh intercession for us."
Now, dear Spirit-taught reader, "Who is among you that feareth
the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant," to whom the" no
condemnation" has been spoken, and yet-yet walking in darkness
and hath no light-no light! But" Christ shall give thee light."
There are " treasures of darkness" which you could never see in the
light. Sometimes the" no light" applies to perplexing circumstances
in which some decision must be made-sometimes from bereavement
when all the world seems dark. Sometimes from painful misunderstandings. Sometiroes from physical temperament when the body
is weak and consequent failing of energy. Sometimes the heart
quails as it notices the world's unrest and wickedness with not a gleam
to lighten the prospect of the future. But I am sure that which appals
us the most as believers is walking in darkness when we cannot feel
the clasp of the dear pierced Hand, when we cannot hear the voice,
sweeter than all earthly voices, whispering, "Be of good cheer, I have
overcome." It is when Satan assaults with all his forces, bringing
doubts as to acceptance, doubts as to the love in the dealings of God,
doubts as to His present attitude and future graciousness, yea, even
doubts of His existence sometimes, that we feel how dark our path is.
H Satan can smoothly win by flattery, by lulling the conscience to
sleep, he will. But Christ will not give up His own blood-bought people.
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No, " once in Christ, in Christ for ever, bound by everlasting bonds."
He has bought them for Himself and He will not let them go. He has
bound Himself by Covenant engagement. A well-known Spirit-taught
writer says, " The new Covenant rests upon the sacrifice of Christ and
s·ecures the eternal blessedness, under the Abrahamic Covenant, of all
who believe. It is absolutely unconditional, and since no responsibility
is by it committed to man, it is final and irreversible. We read in
Isaiah xlii. 6, speaking to Christ, "I the Lord have called thee in
righteousness . . . and give thee for a Covenant of the people, for a
light of the Gentiles "-an everlasting Covenant before the world began.
Now, what course of action does the Lord tell us to take-we who
are walking in darkness and yet are His possession 1 He says, "Let
him trust in the name of the Lord." His very names answer our every
need. Thus, are you fearing lack of food, or raiment, or money, or
friends or anything 1 Trust in the name of the Lord. "Jehovah jireh,"
the Lord will provide. Are you walking in darkness because of pain
and illness 1 Trust in the name of the Lord. "Jehovah-ropha," the
Lord that healeth. Are you in conflict "ith Satan and evil 1 Then
trust in the name of the Lord. "Jehovah nissi," the Lord our
banner. Victory is assured under that banner. His battle cry, " Be
of good cheer, I have overcome." In Him and He in you more than
conqueror. Then, dear reader, are you walking in darkness feeling
you are" guilty, lost and helpless," and that you cannot stand in His
sight because of sin 1 Well, trust in the name of the Lord. "Jehovah
Tsidkenu," the Lord our righteousness. And His name "Jehovah
shalom," the Lord our peace, or the Lord send peace; will be the
sweet whisper to gladden your troubled heart. Are you feeling lonely
and thereby saddened 1 Remember His name" Jehovah-Shammah,"
the Lord is present-the Lord is there. Alone, yet not alone, for
He is with you. He knew loneliness when on earth, yet rejoiced
because" the Father is with Me." Yes," the name of the Lord is a
strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe." It is a
reality that" they that know Thy name will put their trust in Thee,
for Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek Thee." Moreover,
"If ye shall ask anything in My name, I will do it." In earthly
matters, if an influential person says, "Use my name," that is assured
success for us. So with the all-prevailing name of Jesus.
The Lord adds yet another direction to His people who walk in
darkness. "Let him . . . stay upon his God." Now, the word
" stay" has very sweet significance in the Hebrew. It means to
repose confidence in a person, also to lean upon, to lean upon anyone's
hand. It is spoken of kings who were accustomed to go in public
leaning on their friend's or minister's hand. See 2 Kings v. 18, " When
my master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he
leaneth on my hand." Also in chapter vii. 2, " A lord on whose hand
the king leaned, answered." And again, in verse 17, "the king
appointed the lord on whose hand he leaned." So, dear reader, we
lean on His Hand. We repose all our confidence in Him, and " stayed
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upon Jehovah hearts are fully blest." Trust in His name and lean
upon Him all the way through.
And remember the words of Jesus: "I am the light of the world:
he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light
of life." Christ shall give thee light. "Let him trust in the name
of the Lord and stay upon his God." Rest in.thy Lord in the darkness.
Christ Himself shall give thee light, light here and light beyond in the
glory where" the Lamb is the light thereof."
NETTIE.
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"THE LORD'S PRAYER."
By THE REV. F. PEACOCK, M.A., RD., INCUMBENT OF THE CIRCUS
CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH.
JOHN xvii.
THIS is the Lord's Prayer for His people. What we commonly call
" The Lord's Prayer" is really the disciples' prayer. But this is the
Lord's own prayer which He offered Himself for those He was about
to redeem with His precious blood. It was with prayer He began
His ministry. It was with prayer He continued it. It was, therefore,
fitting that He should close it with prayer. For whom does He pray 1
" Not for the world" (verse 9) but for those whom the Father had
given Him out of the world. This is a prayer for those which believed
in Him and for all which should believe in Him (verse 20). And what
does He ask for them 1 Does He pray that they may be successful in
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life-that they may acquire riches-that they may escape tribulation ?
No! There are four things He asks for His beloved people and which
are the will of God for them, for Christ ever prayed according to the
will of God. He asks (1) for their Preservmwn, that they might be
kept from the Evil One (verse 15). And" kept" they certaiuly will be
by the Almighty power gf God. Not one of them will be lost. "He
will keep the feet of His saints." The Evil One is permitted to tempt
and harass and distress them, but he can never devour them. What
St. Paul says in 2 Tim. iv. 18, every believer may humbly say: "And
the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work and will preserve me
unto His Hea'!"euly Kingdom." (2) For their Sanctification (verse 17).
In a sacrificiaJ sense (see Heb. x. 10) all believers are sanctified and
sanctified equally, so that in writing to the Corinthians, St. Paul could
~ddress them as "sanctified in Christ Jesus." This sanctification is
complete and perfect. We cannot grow in it. Nothing can be added
·to it. And what we are sacrificially we must seek to be experimentally
and practically, "- through the truth." Not through excitements or
visions, or even sacraments, but through God's Word, which is truth.
(3) For their Unijicmwn, "that they all may be one" (verse 21).
And, thank God, all believers are one. "Ye are all one in Christ
Jesus" (Ga.!. iii. 28). We have not to make ourselves one. God has
done it. What we have to do is to manifest ·our oneness on every
possible o·ccasion.· "Behold how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell·together in unity." And (4)·For their Glorification
(verse 24). It is a comfort to know that no prayer of Christ's ever went
amiss-and certainly this will not. What He said at the graveside
of Lazarus ·is true of all His petitions, "Father, I thank Thee that
Thou hast heard Me" (John xi. 41).
THERE were no slums in the garden of Eden; and yet man sinned.
The devil's business can thrive in a beautiful garden as well as in a
crowded, insanitary, and sunless slum.-Editor.
THE Church is the body of Christ. It is the whole number and society
of the faithful whom God through Christ hath before the beginning
of time appointed to everlasting life.-Dean Nowell's Catechism,
sanctioned by Convocmion, 1572.
UNTO this Church pertain so many as from the beginning of the
world until this time have unfeignedly believed in Christ or shall
believe unto the very end of the world. Against this Church the
gates of hell shall not prevail.-Thomas Becon, Chaplain to Archbishop
Cranmer, 1550.
" GOD has said that He would furnish the ravens with food, and
the lions with their prey; but the birds and the lions do not, therefore,
sit in their nests and their lairs waiting for their food to descend from
heaven, but they seek it where it is to be found."-WiUiam the Silent,
Prince of OraT/fJe.
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in fl!lemottam.
THE LATE MR. AMBROSE GRIFFITHS, OF WINSFORD,
CHESHIRE.
(FROM A CORRESPONDENT.)
IN June, 1919, you published an account of the Home-call of Miss
Beatrice Grifliths, written by her dear father, Mr. Ambrose Grifliths,
who himself entered into rest on September 17, 1924, after a long
illness. Like his dear daughter, next to the Bible came the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, of which he had many bound volumes. Not many days
before he passed away he said how he had treasured the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, and -what a comfort, guide, and help he had found it in
helping him to understand his Bible better. He loved to 'read your
own contributions to the Magazine, also those by "Nettie" and
" Follower-on," and he loved to see the name of the late Rev. Thomas
Davis referred to, who was once vicar of the Parish of Wharton, and
under whose teaching he was brought to know the truth. Often when
paying my visit I would find him and his dear wife with an open
volume and their Bible.
Possessed of a happy disposition, he had a smile for all, and ever
ready to speak a kind word or perform a good action. He had deep
religious convictions, which found expression in his everyday life.
His gentle and kindly nature made him beloved by all. Once while
with him during his illness, he said how he had prayed for help and
comfort in his great trial, and how those words spoken by our Lord
Himself in His Sermon on the Mount: "Blessed are the pure in heart:
for they shall see God," had been a comfort to him. He was sure
that this was a direct answer to his prayers. Not many days before
the end came, his dear wife said to him, ~' Ambrose, you are not going
to leave me, are you 1" His words to her were, "The Lord bless
you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you, and
be gracious unto you; the Lord lift up the light of His countenance
upon you, and give you peace now, and for evermore."
I remember when on a railway journey I met with a business man
who had not been in the town long. He said he didn't know who
this Ambrose Grifliths was, but if ever he met him, he would shake
him by the hand and congratulate him upon the way he must have
conducted his business; for most of the people he met made reference
to the upright way he had conducted his business.
His late daughter, before she passed away, said, "The separation
will only be for a short time, perhaps only a few years, when we shall
once more be rp-united, and I shall be waiting."
One of his favourite texts which he often repeated was: "The
eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting
arms."

"
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The following hymn by Miss Anne Steele was one of his favourites:
." Father, whate'er of earthly bliss
Thy sovereign will denies,
Accepted at Thy throne of grace
Let this petition rise:
" , Give me a calm and thankful heart,
From every murmur free;

The blessings of Thy grace impart,
And make me live to Thee.
" , Let the sweet hope that Thou art mine
My life and death attend.;
Thy presence through my jonrney shine,
And crown my journey' 8 end.' "

At the time of his daughter's death, he received a letter of sympathy
from Mr. 'Crump, of Birmingham, after which 'they kept up correspondence until Mr. Crump's death. The letters were a great comfort
and pleasure to both.
The following account appeared in the local press;
"We regret to record the death of Mr. Ambrose Grifliths, of
WoodvilIe, MiddIewich Road, Winsford. The deceased, who was 73,
had been under the care of Dr. Deans since March. Mr. Grifliths
was a native of Winsford, and served his apprenticeship as a tailor
under his father, the late Mr. Thomas Grifliths. When quite young
he commenced on his own account in the tailoring and drapery
business in Station Road. He created a good connection, and found
it necessary to build the commodious premises, No. 276, Station Road,
into which he moved in 1896, and continued to occupy until five
years ago, when he retired and took up his residence at WoodvilIe.
"Mr. Grifliths was one of the oldest business men in the district,
and was highly popular, possessing a genial disposition. He married,
in 1879, a daughter of the late J. N. Hough, a waterman, and is
survived by his wife and one son, Mr. T. E. Grifliths, who holds a
teaching appointment at AdIington. Mr. Grifliths was a former
overseer for Wharton, along with Mr. Joseph Moss Dean, and also
served as a member of the board of management of the Verdin
Technical Schools, but these appointments embraced the whole of
.his public interests, as he had on numerous occasions declined to
accept nomination for representation on the local Council."
(In a covering letter from the nephew of Mr. Grifliths we learn
that Mr. Grifliths was a man of strong Protestant convictions, and
that the English Churchman as well as the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was
regularly read by him. We recall with pleasure many letters of
appreciation which we received from him, and our tender Christian
sympathy goes out to his sorrowing widow and son and other relatives.
-EDITOR.)
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THE LATE MR. H. G. JAMES, OF BATH.
IN his 91st year our dear friend, Mi. Henry Gilbert James, was called
Home on Sunday, Sept. 28th last. Four years ago, Mr. and Mrs.
H. G. James celebrated their Diamond Wedding. Mrs. James still
survives her husband, and is in her 89th year.
On the occasion of the celebration of their Diamond Wedding in
September, 1920, a Bath paper stated that Mr. James had lived in
Bath for about eleven years, and that he had been a teetotaler for
over ~ixty years, and was in the habit of taking a cold plunge every
mormng.
For several years before our departure from Kensington Episcopal
Chapel, Bath, Mr. aud Mrs. James were members of our congregation.
Their presence regularly in the congregation was a great encouragement, and it was peculiarly pleasant to discover that Mr. James held
tenaciously the great doctrines of grace. He became a reader of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE about the time of our leaving Bath, in 1917.
Calling on him one evening unexpectedly a year or two afterwards,
we found him reading the Magazine.
Writing to us on Dec. 31st, 1918, Mr. James mentioned that he
had then passed his 85th birthday and referred to the anticipated
celebration of his Diamond Wedding Day in the following year. Then
he went on to say: "I am lost in wonder, love and praise, having
also the promise of the life that is to come through Him Who' loved
me and gave Himself for me,' and from Whom nothing can separate
me."

In another letter, dated Nov. 21st, 1920, he said: "Here I am
a monument of His love and compassion." In a postscript he added:
" We enjoy your articles in the l\iagazine-good food for poor hungry
souls."
On our leaving Bath, Mr. and Mrs. James attended the ministry
of our highly-esteemed friend, Pastor John R. Huntley, of Widcombe
Baptist Chapel, Bath. It was from Pastor Huntley that the news of
Mr. James's Home call reached us.
The funeral took place at Arno's Vale Cemetery, Bristol, on Wednesday afternoon, Oct. 1st. Pastor Huntley first conducted a service
at the house and spoke on the words: "Thou shalt come to thy
grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in in his season"
(Job v. 26).
Writing to us, Pastor Huntley, who also conducted the service at
the grave, says: "I noticed on the gravestone (his mother's grave)
an inscription to the effect that she was converted to God at the age
of seventeen, a very blessed testimony, but very rarely seen. As you
know, he was a man of profound convictions, and held tenaciously
the great doctrines of grace. I know, too, how he delighted in your
ministry at Kensington Chapel. We shall miss his venerable appearance, and his cheery smile at our services."
Our tender Christian sympathy goes out to his aged wife.
What a mercy that our aged friend was numbered amongst God's
redeemed people I

.
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A BOY SAVED BY GRACE IN A BARN.
ALL my young readers know quite well the beautiful hymn beginning:
"Rock of Ages cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee,"
Do you know who wrote it 1 The name of the author was Augustus
Montague Toplady, but he is generally mentioned by his surname
only. He was born more than 180 years ago, but the hymn seems as
fresh as ever, as it is sung with earnestness by believers all over the
world to-day. The Rev. A. M. Toplady wrote the bymn whilst he
was in charge of the Church at Blagdon, in Somersetshire. A huge
rock, cleft almost into two, is still pointed out at that place as the
rock which had so impressed itself upon the mind of Toplady, as to
be the occasion of his writing the hymn. The rock reminded him
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the perfect safety of all who hide themselves in Him.
About seventeen years ago, my husband and I, with our four sons
and four daughters, climbed up into the cleft of the rock, and sang
the hymn, and probably many others have done the same. It was,
of course, extremely interesting to do so. The important thing,
however, is for each of my dear young readers to be able by the
teaching of the Holy Spirit to turn to the Lord Jesus Christ, and
use the words of the hymn as we pour out our hearts to Him, the
Ro~ofA~.
•
But let us think of the writer when he was a boy. He was born
at Farnbam, in Surrey, on November 4th, 1740, His father, who
was a Major in the Army, died at the siege of Carthagena, soon after
the birth of his son. His mother was a godly woman, who took the
greatest pains about the boy's education and upbringing. He attended
Westmmster School, and made great progress in his studies. When
he was fifteen years of ,age, his mother took him with her to Ireland,
where she went to reside for some time. The boy entered as a student
at Trinity College, Dublin, and went forward with his studies.
Just about this time a great event occurred in his life. He one
evening strolled into a barn, at a place called Codymain, in Ireland,
where a man of the name of Morris was preaching to a few poor
people. Referring to the matter some ycars afterwards, Mr. Toplady
said: "That sweet text, Ephes. ii. 13, 'Ye, who sometimes were
far off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ,' was particularly delightful and refreshing to my soul. . , . It was from that passage that
Mr. Morris preached on the memorable evening of my effectual call,
by the grace of God.... Strange that I, who had so long sat under
the means of grace in England, should be brought nigh to God in
an obscure part of Ireland, amidst a handful of God's people, met
together in a barn, and under the ministry of one who could hardly
spell his name. Surely it was the Lord's doing, and is marvellous."
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Toplady grew up to be a godly, learned minister of the Gospel,
greatly valued for his faithful preaching of the Word of God.
I would recommend all my young readers to learn Ephesians ii. 13,
and then ask yourselves: "Am I made nigh to God through the
blood of His dear Son, the Lord Jesus Christ! "

E. A. H.
~rotestant

13eacon.

"GREAT DELIVERANCES."
SERMON PREACHED IN ST. DUNSTAN'S, FLEET STREET, ON JULY 17TH,
lN CONNECTION WITH THE CELEBRATION OF THE LONDON ORANGE
COUNCIL, BY THE REV. F. J. HAMILTON, D.D.

" (Jur fathers trusted in Thee; they trusted and Thou didst deliver them.
They cried unto Thee, and were delivered; they trusted in Thee, and
were not confounded."-PsALM xxii. 4, 5.

WE are met together to co=emorate a great deliverance. This
service is being held as near to July 12th as could be arranged. On
the first of July old style, on the twelfth new style, 234 years ago
the Battle of the Boyne was fought and won. It was the last great
armed conflict that took place in the struggle between Protestantism
and Romanism in this kingdom. When the forces of William of
Orange defeated the army of James n, the cause of civil and religious
liberty gained a signal and lasting triumph. The victory of Protestantism was complete, and nothing remained to be done but to interweave
its principles into the constitution of this realm, to establish them in
the religious profession and government of the country, and to hand
them down as a heritage for after generations, to be maintained thenceforth by faithful hearts and stout hands. It was a true instinct,
therefore, which led the Protestants of days gone by to attach special
importance to this anniversary and to keep it with joy and thanksgiving. It is a true instinct which induces the Protestants of England,
Scotland, Ireland, and the King's Dominions over the seas still to
keep in memory that grand deliverance from spiritual, social, and
political tyranny, as we have done, and are doing now. Our Orange
Brotherhood has done many things to uphold the cause we love, and
surely not the least of them has been the regular commemoration of a
triumph God-given and deserving of perpetual remembrance. We
are not met here to glory over the Romanists or to gloat over beaten
foes; but we are met to thank God for deliverance from papal bondage,
and to record our confidence that He Who saved our fathers in the
time past will not fail us in the present and the days to come. We
lift the eyes of our mind above the vicissitudes of human life and earthly
things to the throne of the Eternal Father and say, "Our fathers
trusted in Thee; they trusted, and Thou didst deliver them. They
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cried unto Thee, and were delivered; they trusted in Thee, and were
not confounded."
1. Looking to this text, let me, in the first place, draw from it the
assurance that all real deliverance is the work of God. Whatever
instruments He may use, however He may make second causes contribute to His purpose, the work is His, and to Him belongs all the
glory. Joseph was sold for a slave to strangers by his own brothers.
He was misrepresented and persecuted, and thrown into a dungeon in
a foreign land. But through all he trusted in Jehovah, and the time
came for his own deliverance, and for the deliverance of the chosen
race through him. His brothers thought to do him evil, but the Lord
meant it all for good. Moses was raised up and prepared to extricate
the people from Egyptian bondage, and never was there a man better
fitted for his task. But it was God Himself Who supplied the power
and by Whom the real work was done. He broke the iron grasp of
Egypt by great and sore judgments. He divided the Red Sea and
made a highway for the ransomed to pass over. He sent the pillar
of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night to guide them all through
their journey. He provided the manna for them to eat and the water
from the smitten rock for them to drink. Moses left to himself would
have been utterly helpless. The work was the work of God. His
was the mighty hand and the stretched-out arm. The praise of His
grace and power in that great deliverance was echoed in the psalms
of Israel and will resound in the songs of eternity. Joshua was a
splendid leader. He was well qualified by courage, skill, and character
to govern and command the people while they were overcoming their
foes and obtaining possession of the promised land. ;But he could
not have divided the Jordan, he could not have overthrown with a
word the walls of cities great and fenced up to heaven. He could
not have defeated armies of giants by his own unaided strength. Once
again the work was the work of God and the glory of the deliverance
belongs to the Almighty. So, whether we think of the nation at large,
or of distinguished individuals among them, we see that the Psalmist
had reason when he appealed to history and said: "Our fathers
trusted in Thee, they trusted and Thou didst deliver them. They
cried unto Thee, and were delivered; they trusted in Thee, and were
not confounded." But it is not only in the case of Israel, and in those
records of the far-off past, that we see the operation of God's almighty
power. He has never abdicated His throne. His Hand has always
held the sceptre of the universe. His unfailing providence has never
ceased to order all things in heaven and on earth. So we may think
of other nations and praise Him for other deliverances. And our
thoughts now are specially fixed upon the nation to which we belong.
We see the mercy and power of God in connection with the Protestant
Reformation. Men may talk of political causes and contributory
events, but it was the Bible opened out by the Spirit of God to believing
hearts which exposed the superstitions of Rome, and enabled believers
to cast aside those superstitions and take in their place the truth of
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the Word. That grandest of England's emancipations was as truly
the work of God as the deliverance of the ancient people from Egyptian
bondage and thraldom. Again, when the rage of Rome broke out
against the saints of Christ Jesus, and many of them were imprisoned,
tortured and burned at the stake, because they would not deny their
Lord, He heard the cry of the afRicted and He sent deliverance; Mary
was taken from the throne of England and Elizabeth reigned in her
stead. Then came the days of the great Armada. The agents of the
Papacy thought to crush England's Protestantism by an overwhelming
display of power. But the fleet which they dared to call invincible
was scattered by tempests, dashed to pieces by winds and waves, and
not one of those who started to invade England landed as a conqueror
upon these shores. It was right that the praise should be given to
the Lord of Hosts, and that the inscription upon the co=emorative
medal should be, "He blew with His winds and scattered them."
Much the same may be said about the Gunpowder Plot. Through the
mercv of God it was discovered and thwarted, and its effect was to set
the Protestants of this land more strenuously on their guard against
an insidious and relentless foe. And when James II was endeavouring
te re-establish Popery in this land, with all its degrading superstition
and cruel tyranny, God raised up William of Orange, gave him wisdom
and courage for the enterprise, prospered his undertaking, and enabled
him to gain the final victory of Protestantism which we are celebrating
now. It was Divine deliverance throughout, striking, signal and
glorious. And we are here to praise the Lord and give Him the glory,
saying; "Our fathers trusted in Thee; they trusted and Thou didst
deliver them. They cried unto Thee, and were delivered; they
trusted in Thee, and were not confounded "-that is, were not disappointed of their hope.
2. But again, brothers, I would remind you that, as the text tells
us, deliverances are given in answer to faith and prayer. The believers
of old did not depend upon their own wisdom, their own strength, or
their own weapons. Rather did they feel and realize their own weakness in the presence of powerful and well-equipped foes. They knew,
of course, that they should do their part; but that they could ouly
rely for success upon God, and upon Him alone. They honoured and
obeyed their leaders, but they knew that those leaders were just the
instruments sent to carry out the ,vill of J ehovah. So they put no
confidence in the flesh, but looked up to the throne of the Almighty
and saw Him by faith willing and able to put forth His power on
their behalf. And even as they saw Him with the eye of faith they
cried out to Him to have mercy upon them and save them in their
time of need. They knew that His arm was not shortened that it
could not save, nor His ear heavy that it could not hear; and they
pleaded with Him to stir up His strength and come and help them.
And He answered the prayer of faith, as He always does, and sent
redemption for His people, to the glory of His everlasting Name. My
brothers, it is easy to talk of faith and prayer, but it is not so easy
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really to look behind the veil" of time and sense and see, the King
immortal and almighty on His eternal throne, to see Him sympathizing
with our wants and ready to grant our prayer, to be assured that when
we cry for deliverance we shall have the petitions which we ask from
Him. Yet that is the confidence which our fathers had, and which
we in our turn should have too. It is a golden assurance that shines
forth untarnished and unfailing from the pages of the Word: "Our
fathers trusted in Thee, they trusted and Thou didst deliver them,
They cried unto Thee, and were delivered; they trusted in Thee, and
were not disappointed of their hope."
'
3. But, in the third place, I would ask you briefly to notice the
argument of our text. If God gave deliverance in the past, He is able
to do the same in the present. If He saved our fathers in the day of
their need, He can also save their children. It is evident that the
Psalmist here depicts a sufferer at the last extre~ty of suffering and
need. This sufferer is overwhelmed by mental and physical anguish.
He is beset by the mockery and derision of his enemies. He is exposed
to their wild fury. He is helpless in their grasp. He is at the point
of death. He has no strength of his own. He has no earthly friend
upon whom to depend. He is shut up to the mercy and power of God.
There were those before him in days gone by in like case, and they
trusted and were delivered. If it were so with them, why not with
him 1 J ehovah does not change. He is the same in the present as il)
the past, ready to hear the cry of His people and able to succour them
when they cry. We need deliverance to-day. We cannot make light
,of the dangers to which our cause is exposed. Romal)iilm: is 'still
powerful and aggressive. Anglo-Catholicism, as they call it, is making
a direct attack upon our inheritance in the Church of England.
Modernism is undermining the truth of the Bible, upon which our
faith and liberty depend. Indifference and worldliness abound ~o- a
deplorable extent. Generally speaking, there is not the same sturdy
resistance of error and tyranny as there used to be. We need help
and deliverance as our fathers did, and where they found it so may we.
Our confidence must be fixed upon the Lord our God. Our prayer
must go up to Him. He will not surrender His cause to the enemy, or
suffer His truth to fail.
THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
ON October the 1st the Rev. Wm. Walmsley preached on behalf of
the Society at. St,.• Mary Woolnoth Church, Lombard Street, his text
being Ephesians i. 3.
A meeting has been arranged to take place in the interest of the
Society at Staines' on Nov. 4th. The Sale of Work at the Hornsey Rise
Home is fixed for the 7th,-and on the lOth there will be a sale of Work"
at Leicester.
The response to the Appeal for the" John Hazelton Memorial Fund"
is encouraging, and it is hoped that the flow of contributions will
continue until the requisite amount is obtained:

