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YOUR CALLING AND ELECTION.

" Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling
and election sure."-2 PETER i. 10.

THE word "Election" is sometimes very prominent in the public
mind. When the English Parliament is dissolved, and the date
of a general election is fixed, the columns of our newspapers are full
of news concerning this great, important and national event. The
walls of our towns and villages are placarded with bills in relation
to the election. Great meetings are held, and speeches made by
the various candidates who seek seats in Parliament. There is
often great excitement, and the thoughts of many are almost entirely
occupied with the general election. This "Family Portion,"
however, is not intended to fix the thoughts of the LORD'S family
on an earthly election but on an election which is heavenly.
The election which is heavenly is often referred to in the New
Testament. The subject is full of comfort to the members of the
LORD'S family. If we are true to Scripture, this subject will at
least have an occasional place in our pulpits and no teaching will
ever be given which contradicts and sets aside this revealed truth.
The text at the head of this Portion is a family text. In fact
all the Epistles are addressed to the family. The personal pronouns
which occur in these Epistles refer not to the world, but to the
Church. When it says, "CHRIST hath redeemed us from the curse
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of the law," the" us " refers to believers. When it says, " CHRIST
died for our sins according to the Scriptures," the "our" refers
to the saints. When it says, "The LORD hath laid on Him the
iniquity of us all," the words" us all" are the people who, taught
by the SPIRIT, are enabled to say from their hearts, " All we like
. sheep have gone astray." So when the apostle says, "Give
diligence to make your calling and election sure," the "your"
refers to those whom the apostle was addressing. It refers to
" them that have obtained a like precious faith in the righteousness of our GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST" (2 Pet. i. 1, R.V.).
One of the evidences of election is faith "in the righteousness
of our GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST." No one can tell that a
man is elected and called by grace unless it is evident that he
has faith, not in his own righteousness but in the righteousness of
CHRIST. Peter therefore, addressing such, says, "Give diligence
to make your calling and election sure." In the experience of
the saints they are conscious of their call first, and of their election
afterwards, but the actual order is their election before the world
was called into being, and their calling in time.
1. Let us think about the election of GOD'S people.
First, notice that GOD'S people are Divinely elected.
They do not elect themselves. Their attainment to present
and future spiritual blessings is not the result of their own choice.
Naturally, they have no taste for spiritual things. While in their
spiritually dead condition they are incapable of choosing good things.
They have a free will, but it is the will of a mind which is enmity
against GOD and it is not subject to His law, nor indeed can it be
subject thereto. "So then they that are in the flesh cannot please
GOD" (Rom. viii. 7, 8). The salvation of a sinner is "not of
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of GOD that sheweth
mercy" (Rom. ix. 16). "No man," says our LORD JESUS CHRIST,
" can come to Me except the FATHER Which hath sent Me draw
him" (John vi. 44). The Reformers said, "The condition of man
after the fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn and prepare
-himself, by his own natural strength and good works, to faith and
calling upon GOD" (Article X). By nature we are indeed in a
dead, lost, ruined, miserable, hopeless, and helpless plight.· It
follows then we cannot elect ourselves to eternal life and glory.
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Nor are GOD'S people elected by the popular vote to heavenly
blessings. A large number would never have seats in heaven if
they depended on a popular vote. Many of the LORD'S people have
been such bad disreputable characters that they are even cast
out and rejected by the world. What a mercy, dear believing
readers, that our salvation did not depend on the popular vote.
No, GOD'S people are Divinely elected. "Blessed be the GOD
and FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST," says the apostle, "Who
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
CHRIST: according as HE hUlh chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before
Him in love: having predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by JESUS CHRIST to Himself, according to the good pleasure of
His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace" (Ephes. i. 3-6).
The LORD'S people were chosen or elected by the FATHER. Before
He laid the foundation of the world He chose His people in CHRIST.
This election is thus a past event, but the fruits of it are partially
experienced now, and will be more abundantly demonstrated and
experienced hereafter. What immense reason we have to bless,
praise and magnify GOD'S great and holy name if He, in His infinite
mercy, hath elected us to spiritual and eternal blessings. Our
LORD says" Shall not GOD avenge His Own elect, which cry day
and night unto Him ~ " (Luke xviii. 7). GOD cares for His Own
elect. They are very precious to Him, and when their LORD
returns to bring them to glory "He shall send His angels with a
great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other" (Matt.
xxiv. 31).
Secondly, GOD'S people are elected through grace.
We have an illustration of this in the case of Jacob and Esau.
The LORD said before they were born, "The elder shall serve the
younger." In reference to GOD'S choice of J 300b to have the
pre-eminence the apostle says, " The children, being not yet born,
neither having done any good or evil that the purpose of GOD
according to election might stand, not of works, but of Him that
calleth; it was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger"
(Rom. ix. 11, 12).
In like manner before any of GOD'S people were born or thought
I
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of by men, and therefore before they had done any good or evil,
GOD elected them. Not because of any good works or merit on
their part, but " according to the good pleasure of His will, to the
praise of the glory of His grace," He elected, He chose His people
in CHRIST. Where is boasting then ~ It is excluded. You are
saved and called with a holy calling not according to your works,
but according to GOD'S Own purpose and grace given you in CHRIST
JESUS before the world began. (See 2 Tim. i. 9.)
Oh, if you are one of GOD'S elect people, you have not the smallest
ground for boasting. All GOD'S elect people are by nature the
children of wrath. They are guilty, lost, hell-deserving sinners, but
CHRIST came to seek and to save the lost. He came to call sinners
to repentance. He came into the world to save sinners. Some
of GoD'S elect people were fornicators, idolators, adulterers, thieves,
covetous, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners, but the LORD had
mercy on them, and they were washed, sanctified, and justified in
the name of the LORD JESUS and by the SPIRIT of their GoD (see
1 Cor. vi. 9-11). If election were not by grace, where would John
Bunyan have been now, or John Newton ~ Where would Saul of
Tarsus have been if election had not been by grace ~ He was a
persecutor, a blasphemer, and injurious. He was the chief of
sinners. If election were due to human merit he would have been
lost for ever. Where should we have been, dear believing readers,
if election depended on human merit ~ Not one of us would
have entered heaven. Thank GOD, that it is not by works of
righteousness which we do, but according to His mercy He saves
us. The remnant of Jews and Gentiles which are being saved is
" a remnant according to the election of grace" (Rom. xi. 5).
Thirdly, GOD'S people are elected to great prilJileges.
The apostle asks, "Who shall lay anything to the charge of
GOD'S elect ~ It is GOD that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth ~ It is CHRIST that died, yea rather, that is risen again,
Who is even at the right hand of GOD, Who also maketh intercession
for us. Who shall separate us from the love of CHRIST ~ " (Rom.
viii. 33-35).
All the elect are chosen to be justified, to be delivered from
condemnation, to participate eternally in the love of CHRIST.
They are declared and accounted righteous because the righteousness
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of their Divine Surety is imputed to them. They are delivered
from the penalty due to their sins because CHRIST suffered the
penalty in their stead. They are eternally secure, and shall
persevere to the end, because they are kept by the power of GoD,
and nothing shall separate them from His love. They are begotten
to "an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away." "Hath not GOD chosen the poor of this world rich
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to
them that love Him ~ " (1 Pet. i. 4; J ames ii. 5).
It is the elect who have redemption through CHRIST'S blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of Divine grace
(Eph. i. 4, 7).
It is the elect who are quickened, regenerated, and saved (Eph.
ii. 1-8). It is the elect who are adopted into GoD'S family, and
who become heirs of glory (Eph. i. 5).
It is the elect who are justified freely by GOD'S grace and who are
called to serve the LORD and to witness for Him.
It is the elect who are kept now and glorified hereafter (see Rom.
viii. 30; Acts ix. 15). Every spiritual blessing and every temporal
blessing bestowed upon GOD'S people flow from GOD'S electing love.
Fourthly, GOD'S people are elected from all parts of the world.
It is not a local election in one small town or city. It is a general
election. GOD'S people-His chosen ones-are found in every
part of the earth. "They shall come from the east, and from the
west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down
in the kingdom of GOD" (Luke xiii. 29). GOD is now visiting
the Gentiles-the nations of the earth-" to take out of them a
people for His name" (Acts xv. 14), and there is a remnant among
the Jews" according to the election of grace" (Rom. xi. 5).
The final results of this election are not yet known to us, but
there will be a wonderful display of the electing love of the FATHER,
the redeeming love of the SON, and the sanctifying work of the
HOLY GHOST in a day yet future.
There will be a marvellous evidence then of the inflexible righteousness, the eternal love, the infinite grace, and the all-conquering
and victorious power of GOD.
The devil will be cast into the lake of fire, and all the enemies
of GOD will be overthrown. The tabernacle of GOD will be with
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redeemed men, and " He will dwell with them, and they shall be
His people, and GOD Himself shall be with them, and be their
GOD. And GOD shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain; for the former things are passed
away" (Rev. xxi. 3, 4).
The number of the elect \vill be so enormous that no man will
be able to count them. They will be " of all nations, and kindreds,
and people, and tongues." Some will be from China, some from
Japan, some from Burma, some from Africa, some from India,
some from America. All the great continents and all the countries
of the world will be represented in the great and final gathering of
the elect. And they will all say, "Salvation to our GOD Which
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the LAMB." Creature merit
will have no place in their hearts. Pride and self-congratulation
will not in the smallest degree lift up their heads. They who glory
then will glory only in the LORD. "Worthy is the LAMB" will be
their song. Washed and made white in His blood they will glory
in Him Who loved them and Who redeemed· them with His Own
precious blood. "Therefore are they before the throne." Let. us
never forget to emphasize the "therefore." Moreover, inasmuch
as GOD'S elect people are to be gathered from every part of the earth,
let us take care to preach the Gospel to every creature. If the FATHER
loves His elect, if the SON redeemed the elect, if the HOLY GHOST
sanctifies the elect, let us take care that we make known the good
tidings to every creature so that the elect may hear them and be
called, justified and glorified.
2. Let us now think more briefly of the calling of GOD'S people.
The Reformers who drew up the Seventeenth Article of the
Church of England say very beautifully, "Wherefore, they which
be endued with so excellent a benefit of GOD be called according to
GoD'S purpose by His SPffiIT working in due season: they through
grace obey the calling: they be justified freely: they be made sons
of GOD by adoption: they be made like the image of His onlybegotten SON JESUS CHRIST: they walk religiously in good works,
and at length, by GOD'S mercy, they attain everlasting felicity."
First, notice that this is an effectual call.
There is an external or outward call which comes to all who
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hear the Gospel. The attention of such persons is called to Gospel
truths. These truths are proclaimed to them, but in a large number
of cases they remain indifferent.
There is, however, an effectual call which works powerfully upon
the hearts of some. They hear the word, and are convicted by
the SPIRIT, and so effectually is the word brought home to their
hearts that they are born again, and led to exercise saving faith
in the blood and righteousness of CIIRIST. This is the call of which
the Epistles treat. It is a call which issues in justification and
final glorification (see Rom. viii 28-30).
Secondly, this is a call out of darkness.
GOD'S people are by nature sitting in darkness and in the shadow
of death. They are in the darkness of ignorance, of sin, and of
spiritual death, but by Divine grace they are turned "from darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto GOD." They are
called "out of darkness into His marvellous light" (see Luke i.
79; Acts xxvi, 18; 1 Pet. ii. 9).
The LORD JESUS has been given by the FATHER to be "a light
of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners
from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison
house" (Isa. xlii. 6, 7). As the result of this call GOD'S people
become" the children of light and the children of the day" (1 Thess.
v. 5).
Thirdly, this is a call to fellowship with CHRIST.
"GOD is faithful, by Whom ye were called unto the fellowship
of His SON JESUS CHRIST" (1 Cor. i. 9).
They are called to partake of CHRIST. They are called to be in
vital union with Him as the branch is in vital union with the vine,
and as the members are in vital union with the body. They are
called into intimate, close, and mystical union with CHRIST, even
as the bride is in union with the bridegroom. What a great and
unspeakable privilege, and how much is involved in it! They share
His life. They are under His control. They are gnided by His
counsel. They are the objects of His tender care. Being the.
members of His body He nourishes and cherishes them, and He
assures them that they shall never perish.
Fourthly, it is a call to heavenly blessings.
It is a call to GOD'S kingdom and glory. It is a call to the
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obtaining of the glory of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. They shall be
with Him, and behold His glory.
GOD "hath called us unto His eternal glory by CHRIST JESUS"
(see 1 Thess. ii. 12; 2 Thess. ii. 14; John xvii. 24; 1 Pet. v. 10).
The effectual call is certainly followed in due course by the promised
heavenly blessings. This calling, be it noted, is irrevocable. GOD
never changes His mind in regard to it. Having once called His
people He will never abandon them. "The gifts and calling of
God are without repentance" (Rom. xi. 29).
3. Thirdly, let us think of the exhortation based upon the calling
and election of GOD'S people.
Privilege carries ,vith it responsibility. To those who are called
and elected the apostle says, "Wherefore the rather, brethren,
give diligence to make your calling and election sure."
The word translated "give diligence" means "to exert one's
self, endeavour, give diligence." GOD'S people are to exert themselves, to endeavour, to give diligence" to make their calling and
election sure." What does the apostle mean by this exhortation 1
Surely their election is already sure to GOD, and there can be no
doubt in GOD'S mind that He has effectually called those who have
obtained precious faith in the righteousness of CHRIST. The meaning doubtless is that the LORD'S people are to give diligence to
make their calling and election evidentially sure, clear and manifest
to others. They were chosen in CHRIST to be holy (Eph. i. 4). This
includes practical holiness. They need to give diligence as obedient
children to be holy in all manner of conversation (see 1 Pet. i.
14, 15).
" I have chosen you," said CHRIST to His apostles, " and ordained
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit" (John xv. 16). We
are therefore to be concerned that we are fruitful in every good
work.
Many of GOD'S people are so loose in their walk that even the
world notices their inconsistencies and may stand in doubt of the
reality of their profession. Those who are chosen of GOD and called,
regenerated, justified, and adopted into GOD'S family are now in
the narrow way, and their walk and conversation should always
be in harmony with the mighty change which GOD has wrought
in them by His SPIRIT. They are to walk worthy of their calling
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" with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing
one another in love, endeavouring to keep the unity of the SPIRIT
in the bond of peace" (Eph. iv. 1, 2).
It is possible to talk glibly of our calling and election and yet to
be sadly lacking in the adornment which befits the elect.
"Put on therefore," says the apostle, "as the elect of GOD,
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of
mind, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one another, and
forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any:
even as CHRIST forgave you, so also do ye. . . . And whatsoever
ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the LORD JESUS, giving
thanks to GOD and the FATHER by Him" (Col. iii. 12-17). GOD'S
elect and called people should be the kindest, the humblest, the
meekest, the most long-suffering and forgiving of men. Yet how
much we all come short! How much we fail in the fruit of the
SPIRIT and in the work of the LoRD !
But the knowledge of our failure should stimulate to diligence
and holy endeavour, to increased watchfulness and prayer. For
without Divine grace and power we can do nothing. Without the
aid of the indwelling SPIRIT we shall be barren and unfruitful.
In dependence on His power, however, we should give all diligence
to add to our faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge
temperance, to temperance patience, to patience godliness, to
godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness charity.
If these things are in us and abound, they will demonstrate to all
around us the certainty of our calling and election. They will
prove that we are neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our LORD JESUS CHRIST (see 2 Pet. i. 5-8).
May the LORD Himself enable us, dear believing readers, to lay
these things to heart. We are all in danger of talking much about
great spiritual truths and yet failing lamentably to walk in the
truth. Nothing is sadder than to see one who is sound in doctrine
lacking in the graces of the SPIRIT. Our constant prayer needs
to be:" May the fruits of Thy salvation
In our hearts and lives abound! "
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
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THE BELIEVER'S HELP.

" My help cometh from the Lord, Which made
PSALM

heav~n

and earth."-

cxxi. 2.

THIS Psalm is one of the fifteen" Songs of degrees" or the" Songs
of the goings up." They are believed to have been used by the
Jews when they went up in companies to observe the three yearly
feasts at Jerusalem. It was a joy to the godly Israelite to go up
to Jerusalem. He said, "I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go up into the house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand
within thy gates, 0 Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city
that is compact together: whither the tribes go up, the tribes of
the Lord . . . to give thanks unto the Name of the Lord"
(Psa. cxxii. 1-4). Jerusalem was surrounded by hills. The God
of the hills dwelt there. His presence was specially manifested
in the temple at Jerusalem. This thought filled the mind of the
godly pilgrim as he drew near to the hills which surrounded the
city. Hence he said, "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills
from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord
Which made heaven and earth" (Psa. cxxi. 1, 2). The psalmist
thus acknowledges that the source of his help was Jehovah.
He is also the source of our help. Let us think of Him as the help
of His people.
1. First, He is the saving help of His people.
He is their help in regard to the matter of their eternal salvation.
They themselves are by nature helpless in this great and allimportant matter. They are spiritually dead in sin. They are
not conscious of their need and danger. They have no desire
naturally for salvation. They do not seek after the God of salvation. They have neither inclination nor power to save themselves.
But J ehovah says, "I have laid help upon One that is mighty"
(Psa. lxxxix. 19). The power to save has been laid by the Father
on His dear Son. He undertook the responsibility to save His
people from their sins. He undertook by His obedience unto
death to secure their eternal salvation. He bore their sins in His
Own body on the tree, and having been raised from the dead and
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exalted to the right hand of His Father, He dispenses His Spirit
to His people Who quickens, and awakens them, convicts them
of sin, testifies of Christ's atoning merits, and enables them to
trust in Christ's merits for their eternal salvation. Thus God is
the saving help of His people. They owe their salvation entirely
to Him.
2. Secondly, He is the almighty help 0/ His people.
They are in continual need of help now that they have experienced
God's saving grace, and all such help "cometh from the Lord,
Which made heaven and earth." It is the help of God the Father
Almighty, the Maker of heaven and earth. It is the help of One
'Vhose power is without limit. Nothing is too hard for Him to
do for His people. With Him all things are possible. The one
hundred and twenty-fourth Psalm illustrates this. God's people
were in danger of being swallowed up as by the grave, overwhelmed
as by a flood, devoured as by a wild beast, entrapped as by a snare,
but the Lord was on their side. He intervened and He delivered,
so that they were constrained to say, " Our help is in the name of
the Lord, Who made heaven and earth." Thus whatever our
difficulties, dangers or needs our Almighty Helper is able to deliver.
We have reason to say with Jeremiah, "Ah, Lord God! behold,
Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great power
and stretched-out arm, and there is nothing too hard for Thee"
(Jer. =ii. 17). What a mercy if the Omnipotent One is on our
side to help and to deliver. Well may the psalmist say, "Happy
is he that hath the God of J acob for his help, whose hope is in the
Lord his God, Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that
therein is" (Psa. cxlvi. 5, 6). The inspired writers, it may be
noticed, do not get comfort from the human doctrine of evolution,
but from the Scripture doctrine of creation. He from Whom my
help cometh is Jehovah, Who created the heavens and the earth.
What cannot He do Who studded the heavens with stars, "for
that He is strong in power" ? (Isa. xl. 26). May we be enabled to
roll all our burdens on Him, .and to trust in Him in regard to all
our concerns.
3. Thirdly, He is the only efficient source 0/ help.
Woe be to us if we look for help to any other source. God's
people have always been prone to rely on human, and often upon
•
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worldly, help. We see this in Israel's history. We see it often in
the history of God's people now. The worldly methods of getting
money for the Lord's work, the looking for worldly patronage,
the securing of worldly-minded chairmen to preside at meetings,
are illustrations of this. The forming of alliances against one form
of error with men who are addicted to another equally evil form of
error, is another illustration of looking for help to man, rather than
to the Lord. The only efficient help cometh from the Lord. "Woe
to them," says the prophet, "that go down to Egypt for help;
and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many;
and in horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not
unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the Lord." "The
Egyptians are men, and not God, and their horses flesh, and not
spirit. When the Lord shall stretch out His hand, both he that
helpeth shall fall, and he that is holpen shall fall down, and they shall
all fail together" (Isa. xxxi. 1, 3). Our true help, our only efficient
help, is the Lord. If He is for us, vain will be the opposition of
those who are against us. Like King Asa we need to pray, "Lord,
it is nothing with Thee to help, whether with many, or with them
that have no power: help us, 0 Lord our God; for we rest on
Thee, and in Thy name we go against this multitude. 0 Lord,
Thou art our God; let not man prevail against Thee" (2 Chron.
xiv. 11). Victory followed that believing prayer. In the presence
of danger Hezekiah said of the king of Assyria, "With him is an
arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord our God to help us, and to
fight our battles" (2 Chron. xxxii. 8).
4. Fourthly, Jehovah is the present help of His people.
He is always present in person to aid them. He is Himself
their Keeper. He sleeplessly preserves them. By day and by
night He watches over them. He preserves their going out, and
their coming in at all times. He is their" present help in trouble"
(Psa. xlvi. 1). Human helpers are not always on the spot. He
is always near. Jehoshaphat found this to be true when the king
of Syria issued the order, "Fight ye. not with small or great, save
only with the king of Israel." The captains of the chariots of the
king of Syria thought that Jehoshaphat was the king of Israel
and they compassed about him, "but Jehoshaphat cried out, and
the Lord helped him; and God moved ·,",em to depart from him"
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(2 Chron. xviii. 30, 31). Even though J ehoshaphat was helping
the ungodly, and showing love to them that hated the Lord, his
cry for help was heard. The Lord graciously does not deal with us
after our sins (see 2 Chron. xix. 1, 2). All the same, let us beware
of compromising alliances.
5. Lastly, Jehovah is the Helper of all His people without exception.
Of Israel as a nation it is said, " He is their help and their shield."
Of the house of Aaron the same statement is made. Then it is
added, "Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord: He is their
help and their shield." Thus He is the Helper of all His people
.
(Psa. cxv. 9-11).
Moses called one of his sons Eliezer, " for the God of my father,
said he, was mine help, and delivered me from the sword of
Pharaoh" (Exod. xviii. 4).
The psalmist says, "I was brought low, and He helped me"
(Psa. cxvi. 6). The Apostle Paul could say, "Having therefore
obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both
to small and great" (Acts xxvi. 22). The united testimony of
all God's people is, "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." He is
the unfailing help of His people. They may boldly say, "The
Lord is my Helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto
me " (Heb. xiii. 6). It is well for us to realize that our help cometh
from the Lord, and it is good for us to look to Him and say, " Give
us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man. Through God
we shall do valiantly: for He it is that shall tread down our
enemies" (Psa. lx. 11, 12).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Hough/on).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
"THE net results of modern science ... assure us unmistakably
that there must have been a real, direct creation at the beginning,
essentially different from any of the processes by which the present
order of things is now sustained and perpetuated. The record of
creation as given in the opening words of our Bibles is now being
vindicated by modern science in a way as surprising as it is conclusive;
for this vindication is being brought about by those very means which
men have supposed would discredit this doctrine of creation for ever.
, In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.' "-The New
Geology, by Pro£. McCrep~lJ Price, p. 607.
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WELLSPRINGS,

" Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord; His going forth
is prepared as the morning; and He shall cOTlle unto us as the rain,
as the latter and fanner rain unto the earth."-Hos. vi. 3.
ALL true and vital religion is centred upon a Person and that Person
none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, " Whom to know is Life Eternal."
He is the All in All of our hope, and He is the One Who alone has
power to forgive sins and to bestow salvatiou. He is the Living Head
of the members of His Mystical Body. He is the centre of all worship
in Heaven and He.is likewise" Christ in you, the Hope of Glory" in
every member of His Church on earth. Now, my mind has been led
to this subject of Divine knowledge through a very interesting catena
of circumstances. The calendar for the day recently presented the
text, "What I do, thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter" ; and so soon as the eye glanced at it, the heart sank with fear
that trouble was again looming in the near future. Such are our
distrustful hearts. But He with Whom we have to do is a God" full
of compassion" and" knoweth our frame and remembereth that we
are dust," and He had so ordered it that another text should have been
selected by the compiler for the same date and my eye followed the
words, " We know that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose," apd
the heart was lifted and lightened from its fears. On leaving my room
and opening Daily Light (the kind gift of two beloved friends), the text
was, "I know that my Redeemer liveth," and during my breakfast my
meditation was upon this thrice-repeated word know, which had by this
time enforced itself upon my particular notice, and in the sure and
steadfast hope in a living and loving Redeemer, the spirit was cheered,
and faith encouraged to believe that even though He saw fit to send
more trial, it would be amongst the" all things" that" work together
for good." The ways and work of our God are always just and true
and kind; and with Him is unerring wisdom which cannot fail of its
purpose, but must accomplish God's "end "-namely, good to His
exercised child and glpry to Himself. In the evening of the same day,
the text chosen by our Rector for his sermon was, " We know that we
have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren."
Nor is this all! A beloved and honoured friend in the Gospel, shortly
after the above occurrence, narrated to me how he had recently been
privileged to hear a forcible sermon while absent from home from the
two texts, " I know that my Redeemer liveth " and" I know Whom
I have believed," when the preacher showed how when the Lord's
much-tried servant Job sat on an ash heap, a mass of corruption,
with his property all gone, his family likewise, and his wife turned
against him, and his three friends mocking him with their miserable
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comfort, he could say, " I know that my Redeemer liveth," He is my
vindicator and will vindicate all that now seems so contrary, so adverse,
so bitter, And then the preacher went on to say how 2000 years
after, the Apostle Paul, in a damp, dark dungeon, could rise in spirit
above all this miserable condition and say with triumphant grace,
" I know Whom I have believed," and how grace-taught hearts could
re-echo these glorious truths all down the lines of time, even unto to-day.
As my friend was narrating this beautiful outline of the sermon, I
could not but think it remarkable that he had no idea that I was at
the time meditating upon the four verses above quoted. Thus the
Scriptures are sweetly linked and the saints find in holy" fellowship one
with another in the Lord " how the Mind of the Spirit leads, guides,
and directs them, and they are of one mind in the precious truths of
the Word, and together rejoice as they find with fresh delight some
sparkling gem, and share together the spoil. It is likewise a profitable way of studying the Word of God to take one word and search
into the contexts. It is a marvellous revelation to find how much is
said upon it, and what value the Holy Spirit must set upon it, that it
should so frequently be referred to and spoken of. And we can know
nothing except as the Holy Spirit opens our hearts to receive the truths
of the Word. "A man can receive nothing except it be given him
from above." Hence, what a rich favour if our God is pleased to
impart any of His Divine knowledge to us, and how incumbent upon
His children is it to wait upon Him to teach their hearts and open their
eyes that they may discover some of these great things out of His
Word. "If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine,
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself," spake the Holy
One to the Jews in the temple (John vii. 17), whilst He likewise
declared of such that they who know and do His will are His
sheep who know His voice. They have a heart given them to know
Him (Jer. xxiv. 7). They know Him as He Who speaks with
authority. "They shall know that I am the Lord their Saviour"
(Isa. Ix, 16). And having proved Him as such they are encouraged to
pray with the sweet Psalmist, " 0 continue Thy lovingkindness unto
them that know Thee; and Thy righteousness to the upright in heart"
(Psa. xxxvi. 10), whilst they are constrained from past experience to
rejoice in the truth that" They that know Thy name wiII put their trust
in Thee; for Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek Thee" (ix. 10).
And oh! what rest and quieting of the spirit has ofttimes been the word.
" Be still and know that I am God" (xlvi. 10). It is, then, in the
stillness and silence, in the chamber of solitude and hiding, we get to
know Him, and that as our Covenant G<Jd. It is out of all our tribulations that the soul emerges, and the heart confidently sings in spite
of all to the contrary, "I know that my Redeemer liveth." "He
lives my ever-Faithful Friend; He lives to love me to the end." This
is indeed" Life Eternal" and this is that Divine and only satisfying
knowledge which will carry us safely through all the shoals and quicksands of life's tempestuous voyage and land us at length on Canaan's
3'
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Heavenly Shore. That my Redeemer ever liveth, and that I know
Him as such is the Bed Rock of mv salvation. That Rock is immovable, unlike all else of the shifting sands of time. That He " ever liveth "
to plead for me fn the merits of His Own most precious blood is sufficient
to encourage the soul to aspire after this Divine knowledge and cry
out with the apostle, " That I may know Him and the power of His
resurrection."

And is there not further comfort in our text 1 It is addressed to the
backslider, the wanderer, the one whose love has waxed cold and whose
feet have been turned out of the way, and whose heart is a divided
heart. And who of us, dear readers, has not had cause to mourn this
sorrowful condition of soul 1 It is, alas! the oft confession of our
heart, " Lord, it is my chief complaint that my love is cold and faint."
Yet in the language of the prophet it is our wisdom to encourage our
hearts to " return unto the Lord; for He hath torn, and He will heal us ;
He hath smitten, and He will bind us up."
It is a Gospel invitation of holy constraint. Israel has been reproved
and that justly for all her sinful backslidings. She has fallen grievously,
and her long-suffering God has corrected, reproved, warned snd exhorted
until He declares in those awfnl and solemn words, "I will go and
return to My place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek My
face: in their affliction they will seek Me early." It has the Divinelyintended effect. Meanwhile it is an awfully solemn state to be left in,
when God returns to His place. But" as for God, His work is perfect,"
and whether in chastisement or mercy, Israel is now softened; the
heart made to sorrow after a godly sort, and the desire' put into action
of returning unto the Lord. There is one thing that the child of God
finds unendurable and that is the hiding of God's face, the withdrawal
of the light of His countenance, the withholding of the manifestation
of His love. Oh! the awfulness of the condition, the hell endured in
the soul when God leaves a sonl to try him for a time, and like Job we
find" He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pass, and He hath set
darkness in my paths," and "Behold, I go forward, but He is not
there; and backward, but I cannot perceive Him: On the left hand,
where He doth work, but I cannot behold Him: He hideth Himself
on the right-hand that I cannot see Him." Yet living faith rejoices
in the dark and rests in the blessed and unassailable truth that" He
knoweth the way that I take; when He hath tried me, I shall come
forth as gold." And as surely as our God knows, He likewise loves
and cares, and from the place of His hiding, He is looking on tenderly
and compassionately and watching the effect of His Own dealings with
His people, which presently will make them "Yield the peaceable
fruits of righteousness." "Come, and let us return unto the Lord;
for He hath torn, and He will heal us; He hath smitten, and He will
bind us up."
The same truth of blessed comfort was sung by Moses the servant
of the Lord in rehearsing His righteous acts. "See now, I, even I, am
he, and there is no God with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound,
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and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand!'
(Deut. =xii. 39). He is the same God throughout all the ages and
His dealings with the children of men are always with the same
gracious end, their returning unto Him in Whom is gracious compassion
and fulness of mercy. Is that not your experience, dear child of God!
Has He not wounded but to heal; torn but to show His tender compassion in binding up, and after two days revived us that we might
live in His sight and walk in the sunshine of His love again !
Our text says, "Then shall we know, if (this word is not in the
original) we follow on to know the Lord: His going forth is prepared
as the morning; and He shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter
and former rain unto the earth." Oh! the mercy of having been
taught something of this Divine knowledge, to enter into " the secret
of the Lord" which He so marvellously and condescendingly imparts
to His children! Solomon said truly of such, "The heart of the
prudent getteth knowledge: and the ear of the wise seeketh knowledge."
And we remember that solemn pronouncement of Divine displeasure
against .the priests of guilty Israel, " My people are destroyed for lack
of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject
thee, that thou shalt be no more priest to Me."
But the mercy of the Lord which endureth for ever and which binds
His Own children fast to Him, enables them to persevere"and" follow
on to know the Lord," and of such He declares" the heart of him that
hath understanding seeketh knowledge." It is His people to whom
He has imparted knowledge that seek Him for that knowledge and
that Divine wisdom which cometh from above. They desire in every
step of their pilgrimage to know the mind of the Lord, to be guided
by His All-seeing Eye which guides in a plain path. Thus they are
gnided and upheld and preserved, and persevere-by constraining and
keeping grace unto the end, having" tasted that the Lord is gracious."
Oh, beloved reader, what does it not embrace to know the Lord, to
know Him in Covenant relationship and to know Him in and through
Christ Jesus. Oh, what depths of grace and mercy, and what riches
of blessing result to the Spirit-taught family of God! Having been
taught to see themselves as poor, lost, guilty, undone sinners, they
flee for refuge to Him, and desire daily to know more and more of
Him, in His Redeeming Love, matchless grace, as all their salvation
and all their desire. Yea every step, dear reader, in providence and
grace is that we may know Him and prove Him to be all He has promised.
Oh, how gloriously the knowledge of the Divine Man shone out of His
Holy Life when on earth! Look at the depths of infinite mercy and
Divine love which shine out of such passages as " Jesus knew that His
hour was come that He should depart out of the world;" "Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands," and many
like Scriptures in the same chapter (John xiii.), as also elsewhere.
And when He would try the faith of His disciples, putting some question
to them, is it not lovely to read how all the while" He Himself knew
what He would do"! Dear reader, may you too be enabled to rQst in

•

478

The Gospel Magazine

the assurance, if so be that you are in some deep exercise and trying
.experience, that He Who knows all about you and will bring to pass
His purposes of love to you in His Own time and way, is caring for and
loving you infinitely meanwhile, and you will presently have your
,delivering song to sing to His glory. "Then shall we know," says
-our text, "if we will follow on to know the Lord: His going forth is
prepared as the morning: He shall come unto us as the rain, as the
latter and former rain unto the earth." What a blessed word is that,
.prepared, and how large a part it takes in the Scriptures of truth.
'How it sets forth the sovereignty of God, His Omnipotence and His
Omniscience. How often we find it in His providential dealing with
·the prophet Jonah, "The Lord had prepared a great fish," and
likewise, " The Lord God prepared a gourd." He also " prepared a
worm," and subsequently" He prepared a vehement east wind." And
·exulting in the anticipation of glories yet to be revealed does the
Apostle Paul, re-echoing the prophet Isaiah, cry out, "Eye hath
not seen nor car heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man,
'the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him." All
'God's blessings are prepared. That is the glorious consummation
in God's morning; that morning when "without clouds," in the
·eternal sunshine of His Presence, we shall know Him as we are al80
known. He will" come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former
rain unto the earth." Thus our parched land shall become a pool,
.and our waste and desert places be revived and refreshed, and our
knowledge of Him in His wondrous dealings of love and pity and
mercy will expand and grow and increase, and" we shall live in His
. ht"
81g
.
Beloved, it is " by these things men live," and in all these dealings
we are humbled and proved and grow downwards in humility "till
we all come in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ." And since this heavenly knowledge can only be
learned " in the sanctuary of God," let us seek increasingly that grace
which will bring our willing feet thither, and constrain our hearts
to rejoicingly.acknowledge, " Thy way, 0 God, is in the Sanctuary:
Who is so great a God as our God," That was an excellent remark of
J. Hudson Taylor to his beloved sister," But how to get faith strength<med! not by striving aftedaith, but by resting on the Faithful One."
Resting on the Faithful Promiser, resting in the finished work of " the
Holy One of Israel" brings His children knowledge of Him in all His
ways, and fixes our feet firm upon the Rock unshaken by time,
'immovable in spite of every enemy, and brings us comfort, stability
.and, peace.
.
I remember reading how that graciously gifted Scottish Evaugelist,
Duncan Matheson, was once awfully assailed by the devil in the earlier
part of his ministry. On one occasion, when 'sitting at supper with
his friends, a fierce temptation to ilisbelief, even in the being of a God,
seized his mind. The devil seemed to whisper in his heart, " There is
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no God I There is no God!" Matheson left the table and went out
into the garden. It was a bright, starry night, and he looked up into
the sky, and, gazing upon the bright, spangled heavens, exclaimed,
" There is a God! There is a God! He made all these, and He is my
God." The tempter fled, and he returned into the house with a settled
peace in Iris soul and saying, "I know Whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto
Him against that day." Beloved reader, when you or I get into a
low place and find how ready the arch-enemy of our souls is to tempt us
and draw us aside and rob us of our comfort, let us tune our harps to
one such Gospel hymn as dear Medley's and sing,
"I know that my Redeemer lives!

What comfort this sweet sentence gives I
. He lives I He lives! Who once was dead;
He lives, my ever·living Head:'
And with the heart once set atune to this delightful knowledge, we shall
be sweetly led out in meditation upon all the blessings His death
purchased for us and which He lives to bestow, and in it all we shall
adoringly and wonderingly exclaim, " It passeth knowledge, this sweet
love of TIrine," and we shall never exhaust the theme throughout the
ages of Eternity.
R.
ADVENT HYMN.
" Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence. "-PSA. 1. 3.
OUR God shall come, the agelong silence breaking
With shout of triumph and with voice of doom;
And all His saints to share HiB kingdom taking,
Our God shall come.
Our God shall come, omnipotent descending
To banish Satan to the pit of gloom,
And bring in peace and righteousness unending,
Our God shall come.
Our God shall come, to wake from death the sleeping
Ancl reunite His children in His home,
To end for ever parting, pain and weeping
Our God shall come.
Our God shall come, His sacred truth attesting,
His truth despised by many, mocked by Borne,
But then the gaze of heaven and earth arresting
Our God shall come.
Our God is Jesus, on the cross victorious,
And risen deathless from the vanqnish'd tomb,
The sinners' Saviour and the King all glorious.
'Tis He shall come.
F. J. HUfJLT9N, D.D.
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,Snmons llnlJ Notes of ,Sermons.
"A DIFFERENT GOSPEL."
-A SERMON PREACHED RY THE VEN. R. J. NOYES, IN ST. JOHN'S CHURCH,
LLOYDMINSTER, SASK., CANADA, ON SUNDAY EVENING,
JULY 26TH, 1925.

"Another Jesus." "A different Spirit." "A different Gospel."2 COR. xi. 3, 4., RV.
" Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day, yea and for ever."HER. xiii. 8., RV.
WHEN the Apostle Paul wrote his second letter "to the Church of
God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are i.n all Achaia,"
he was actuated by fear lest the Devil should corrupt their minds from
the simplicity and the purity that is toward Christ, and referring to
a false apostle, he writes: "For if he that cometh preacheth another
Jesus, whom we did not preach, or if ye receive a different Spirit,
which ye did not receive, or a different Gospel, which ye did not accept,
ye do well to bear with him " (2 Cor. xi. 4., RV.), (or" with me " A.V.,
margin). And every God-sent servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, must
have the same" godly jealousy" and fear for the Church of God in
the present day, when there are "many antichrists," as there were
in the Apostle John's day, which led him to write: "Little children,
it is the last hour: and as ye heard that antichrist cometh,even now
have there arisen many antichrists; whereby we know that it is .the
last hour" (1 John ii. 18). The mass of religious teachers are obsessed
by "a different spirit," and are proclaiming" another Jesus," and
"a different gospel'" to that Jes'us, and that Gospel. which Paul
preached.
False teachers are obsessed by Satan, as we learn from this chapter,
vv. 13-15, "Such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself
is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing
if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness;
whose end shall be according to their works."
It is a solemn fact that the whole of mankind is energized by one
or other of two spirits, the evil spirit, or the Holy Spirit of God. We
have proof of this in Ephes. ii. 1, 2: "You hath He quickened, who
were dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in time past ye walked
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience."
"We know that we are of God (writes the Apostle John), and the
whole world lieth in the evil one" (1 John v. 19, RV.).
Satan is the great Adversary of Christ and His .people, and so his
ministers preach "another Jesus." They deny His essential Deity,
and His perfect humanity united in His One Person Jesus Christ.
They deny that He came" from Heaven," and that He was born in
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the world, of a virgin, by the power of the Holy Spirit. They deny
His physical resurrection from the dead, and that, as "The Son of
God," with a glorified human body, He ascended into glory, and thence
will come again, as Saviour and Judge. "Beloved," again writes
John the Apostle, "Believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits,
whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out
into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: every spirit that
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: and every
spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is not
of God" (1 John iv. 1-3). Such preach" a different gospel" to that
which Paul preached. Not the glad tidings of Him Whose name is
Jesus, because He has saved His people from their sins; not the
glad tidings of an Almighty Saviour, Who became the Surety and
Substitute of His people, " Who His own self bear our sins in His own
body on the tree"; Who" redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us," Who, by His atoning death upon Calvary's cross,
accomplished" eternal redemption for us." But this is the Gospel
which Paul preached, and which is substantiated and established by
the whole of Holy Writ. How solemnly did this apostle write to the
Churches of Galatia-" I marvel that ye are so soon removed from
Him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel" (a
diffe1'lJnt gospel, the Greek word here means) " Which is not anothe·r "
(it is no gospel) " but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert
the Gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach
any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed." The Gospel which Paul preached may
be gathered from the verses which precede those just cited: "Grace
be to you, and peace, from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus
Christ, Who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from
this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:
to Whom be glory for ever and ever." In these few words we have
the sovereign purpose of God in Christ, and His Fatherhood of His
people through the reconciliation wrought by the death of His Son,
bringing glory to His great name. Christ is set forth as the risen
" Lord," and the perfection of His redemption work in giving Himself
as a sacrifice for the sins of His people is brought into view, as well as
the flowing forth of " grace and peace" from God and Christ.
This is the Gospel which is so largely ignored and denied in these
last days, but it is the Gospel which is needed by sinful, guilty, ruined
humanity, for" Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, and for
evm·.,)

" He is eternal, and yet He has a yesterday, to-day, and an endless
future."-(Adolph Saphir.)
His yesterday had no beginning. "Who is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: for by Him were all
things created, that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and
invisible .... and He isbef01'e all things" (Col. i. 15-17). His yesterday ended with His death and burial. "To-day" begins with His
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resurrection. It is the day of grace; the day of salvation. "To-day
if ye will hear His voice."
His" for ever" begins wjth His second Advent. To His apostles,.
who saw him" ascend up where He was before," it was announced:
." THIS SAME JESUS, Which is taken up from you into heaven, shall
so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts i. 11).
Yes, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever."
And " to-day" He still cries to poor sin-burdened souls, " Come unto
Me . . . I will give you rest."
To those who feel themselves lost, He says in His Word, " The Son
of Man"came to seek and to save that which is lost."
To those who fear lest He will not receive them, His Word is;"
"Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out."
"'Vill He now Iris grace deny,

Lay His wonted kindness by?
Will He, can He, say, Depart
To the humble contdte heart?
No, our Christ is still the same.
Endless blessings on I-Iis name."
(Matthew Wilks, 1799.)

May the gracious Spirit, without Whom all preaching is vain, apply
His Own Word to the hearts of His people and if it be His will, lead
some seeking soul to the Saviour Jesus Christ, the One Who once
suffered here on earth, but is now exalted to the Right Hand of God,
and Who is ".the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." Amen.

FITLY FRAMED-FITLY JOINED.
T"HESE words have reverberated again and again lately in spiritual
memory. Dear reader, do think of the sweet sigmficance of them and
how they gild the ilifliculties-the Divinely ordained putting together
of circumstances and the environments of this life. May the Holy
Spirit guide us in the contemplation of these words, and comfort us
with their sweet teaching for Jesus' sake.
Alluding to the corporate union of Christ with His people, St. Paul
uses the words, " In Whom (that is, in Christ) all the building fitly
framed together groweth into an holy temple in the Lord: in Whom
ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the
Spirit." What a wonderful declaration as applied to Christ and the
believer" fitly framed together" in a building. Building, one bmlding,
not a careless knocking together, pushing pieces in here and there,
whether fitting or not. No, that is not God's method of billlding.
Each piece, yes, and each nail even is carefully studied and prepared
for its destined mche. We read (1 Chron. xxii. 3) that "David
prepared iron in abundance for the nails for the doors of the gates,
and for the joinings," and in 2 Chron. iii. 9, " And the weight of the
nails was fifty shekels of gold."
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So you see, dear reader, how even the nails were so necessary to
the fitly framing that their material and weight were taken into account.
David prepared the iron for the nails, prepared it in abundance; for
his heart was in his giving, and, like his Lord, he did not stint his giving.
The- destination was prepared. The nails were to be used "for the
doors of the gates and for the joinings." Does not the recital of this
use of the nails picture the believer's privilege in proclaiming the
entrance into the kingdom, the entrance in Christ, and" the joinings "
the union promoting the joinings, not dividing the flock, but uniting
them. Thus the Lord designed the nails and made them essential
to the entrance, essential, if not prominently glorious. Glory would
follow on completion of the temple, glory to Himself. He needed
the nails for the fitly framing of the temple, just as much as the gold
and silver and brass, the precious stones and marbles which were so
beautiful to the eye. The nails were each prepared for the marvellous
temple of the Lord. The weight of the nails, we read in 2 Chron.
iii. 9, was fifty shekels of gold, an enormous sum, and so the building
rose in beauty and magnificence, a glorious temple, "an habitation
of God through the Spirit." Built in Christ, and Christ in His
people.
"Fitly framed together." The iron nail was not fitted to join
the wings of the Cherubim, but it was needed for the doors of the
gates and for joinings. The joinings pointed to the union of believers.
Without particularizing we see the process. Each part adjusted
to produce the whole, and how defective if one nail was loose or badly
fitting. A long board would spoil the symmetry if placed where a
short one was needed, or vice versa. An overlay of gold was not
suited for the brazen shovels. Thus each part fulfilled its special
missiou. One might write at great length upon the various significances and teachings of each part, but the whole shows the fitting in
of one piece to another for the special design to be in perfect harmony.
Now, the other similitude of the blessed union between Christ and
His redeemed is even more wonderful.
The Body of Christ, "the whole Body fitly joined t-ogether and
compacted by that which every joint supplieth according to the
effectual working in the measure of every part." This is a marvellous
thought, "joined" seems stronger than "framed." It is closer.
Compacted means firmly joined. And do note the "from Whom",
that is Christ. There is no fitting together apart from Him, but in
Him when each joint is fitly united together they form a perfect whole
" according to the measure of every part." A child has not the strength
of a full-grown man. A labourer has not the skill of a university
student to elucidate difficult questions. A king has not the insight
of a physician in illness, and so on, multiplying various fitnesses and
unfitnesses. The finger will not be beautiful united to the neck.
Each has its fitting niche, and when one part of the body is out of
place the whole body suffers. An aching tooth will vibrate pain through
the whole body. And in the Body of Christ if one member suffers
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the other meinbers suffer with it. If there is one discordant note the
melody is jarring to the ear. No, it must be " the effectual working
in the measure of every part."
I am sure the redeemed children of God are wonderfully brought
together by His Own special providence to form the nucleus of the
gathering together above. "No separation" has a full meaning.
The Body joined to the glorious Head is growing here, joining here,
compacted here in conformity with the glory to be revealed in Christ
and His members. We turn down certain roads, meeting unawares
one who becomes henceforth knitted with our soul, not by chance,
but by a loving Lord's design, " that their hearts may be comforted
being knit together in love." Taking the emblem of knitting, one
stitch dropped mars the beauty of the knitted article, just as one
believer's inconsistency or impatience mars the perfection of the
living Body of Christ. It is a stitch out of place-it is not" according
to the effectual working in the measure of every part making increase
of the Body unto the edifying of itself in love." The Body. His
Body. What wonderful love! what wonderful close loving union
pervades the whole!
Well was it said, " The soul can find no rest till it find its rest in
Christ." We are being fitted for Him, and no place or state or person
will fit us till He Himself enters and locks the door and is all in all to
the restless souls that are yearning for Him. We are fitly framed
for Him. It is " the chief end of man to glorify God and enjoy Him
for ever"; therefore, nothing else will satisfy.
And we are fitly joined. The sinner needs the Saviour, and th~
Saviour assures the sinner, " I have need of thee." May He revel'
to us more and more that" all the fitness He requireth is to feel our
need of Him." We are fitly joined when love and sorrow meet.
11

One spirit with our Glorious Lord,

Our joy to Him is sweet
As to His heart the love that poured
The ointment on His feet.
How dear to Him the fellowship
That owned Him in the tomb,
How dear to Him the fellowship
That shares His blessed Home!
That shares in glory, far above
The waste so dark and dim,
The sweetness of the Father's love
In unison with Him.
In Him we tread those radiant heights,
His endless joy onr own;

The full deep tide of God's delights
He would not drink alone."
" Fitly joined together."
NETTIE.
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"THEIR REDEEMER IS STRONG."
" Be strong in the grMe that is in Ohrist Jestts."-2 TIM. ii. l.
FIVE different words in five different places of the Word, give UB a
prolonged description of the progress of the child of God from grace
to glory. May the Holy Spirit take of these five words and graciously
supply to each a comforting portion.
We have a Strong Habitation. "Be Thou my strong Habitation
whereunto I may continually resort. Thou hast given commandment
to save me; for Thou art my Rock and my Fortress" (Psa. lxxi. 3).
The Lord brings us in originally because He has" given commandment
to save" us. No failure is possible. The Stronger than the strong
has decided on and undertaken the salvation of His people. Therefore,
in His time and way each chosen child shall turn to this staple" Rock,"
and impregnable "Fortress." Far back in the ages of eternity His
" commandment" went forth that in the process of time we should
participate in spiritual blessings. Hence, "continually," all along
the ages His people have resorted to Him, drawn, attracted apart from
themselves. For" the goodness of God endureth continually." Nor
is this all. Once knowing our "Strong Habitation" we turn and
return to our God again and again. Our" Rock" and our " Fortress"
are always at hand; "Strong Habitation" of eternal building, while
all earthly elements and enterprises fail and fall. "I may continually
resort." "Continually" everything around gives way except this
one" Resort." We cannot approach it too often. We shall never
find that this immovable" Habitation" has been moved or touched.
by any of the changes or chances of time. It has stood, it stands now,
and it will stand for ever.
We have a Strong Confidence. "In the fear of the Lord is strong
confidence; and His children shall have a place of refuge" (Prov.
xiv. 26). The Lord takes us in in spite of everything. In spite of our
inclination to waver and to roam, in spite of our inclination to sin, in
spite of the strength of the enemy and our enemies. When by His
Spirit the holy" fear of the Lord" is implanted in our hearts, we never
finally forget or forsake our " place of refuge." From thenceforward
" strong consolation" is inborn in us and is accompanied by strong
desire and by strong pressing forward. True we are often weak in
faith, weak in effort, weak in longing. But this does not alter the
gift of grace. His grace gives fear, His love casts out fear. We fear
Him fearlessly. Because we fear Him we fear to sin-we fear because
we love, we love because we fear. The Lord has called us to Himself
and has shown us the unspeakable preciousness of our " Consolation"
and " Refuge." He has produced His fear in us, and " the fear of the
Lord is a tree of life" (verse 27), and" the Lord taketh pleasure in
them that fear Him" (Psa. cxlvii. 11). Hence, no stupidity, no
wilfulness, no stubbornness on our part will undo what He has done
for us, or will cause our undoing of ourselves. But oh! we need,
and need unspeakably, the grace of God to keep us in the narrow way,
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and to keep us from falling. We are able for nothing, the Lord is
able for everything. "Without Me ye can do notlUug," our Redeemer
tells us. "I can do all tlUngs through Christ which strengtheneth
me," His redeemed ones reply. Yes, we are very safe, despite temptation and the' world, the flesh and the devil, who know tlUs " Place of
Refuge." Dear reader, do you know tlUs Refuge-do you know Him
as your own Saviour 1
We have a Strong Consolation. The" confirmed . . . oath" of
God was given that" we might have a strong Consolation who have
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us, wlUch hope we
have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and wlUch
entereth into that witlUn the vail" (Heb. vi. 17-18). The Lord keeps
us in by His Own Anchor, wlUch is " Christ in us the hope of glory."
The "hope . . . of the soul" once bestowed never wholly dies.
Man's anchors sometimes fail. Weighty, mighty, strong though they
may be, woe has come to many a mariner because he trusted to lUs
anchor and lUs anchor was not trustworthy-it was insufficient for
the strain. Not so the Heaven-bound mariner. His" strong consolation" is that his" anchor" will never give way-it holds" witlUn the
vail." It will not move or yield an iota in even the most tremendous,
gale. The Almighty Jehovah's " oath" is behind it, both the" hope"
and the" soul" of the Christian are in the balance should it slUft from
its hold-there must needs be stability, and there is. The" oath"
is God-taken, the " anchor" is God-cast, the " hope" is God-given,
and the "soul" is therefore God-supported. I1fan is not permitted
to tamper with that" oath," or to touch that" anchor," or to terminate.
that" hope," much less to torture that" soul" to death. We are
blessedly and eternally safe" who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon
the hope set before us." Christ in the slUp and we in Him; Christ
in us and we in Christ, we shall be saved from sinking in every storm.
We have a Strong Hold. "The Lord is good: a strong hold in the
day of trouble; and He knoweth them that trust in Him" (Nahum i. 7).
The Lord breaks us in with a tender, loving, fatherly care. Children
need discipline. Every human chjJd needs training and guarding and
watclUng. The chjJd of God is no exception. We too need discipline
and chastening. Many a " day of trouble" will break over us during
our transport through time to eternity. Trouble is one of the Lord's
leading reins. It is sent to every son. "What son is he whom the
Father chasteneth not 1" "God dealeth with you as with sons."
" Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth." "If ye be without chastisement . . . then are ye . . . not sons" (Heb. xii). The chastening
is a sign of relationslUp, sonslUp's love. It is meted out by our Father's
hand and He does not forget whom He is dealing with-" He knoweth "
that it is one of His Own trusting clUldren. Trusting, but not always
trustful. Our trust, like our love and our faith, wavers. There are
times when full of trust we can look up to Him and say, " He (doeth)
all tlUngs well." There are other times when full of doubt, yet not.
having by any means lost all our trust, we look away and avow with
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naughty J acob, " All these things are against me." The Lord is very
pitiful and of tender mercy in either case-" He knoweth them that
trust in Him" even with only little faith. The small faith is still His
gift. It is still the Giver alone Who can sustain and increase it. We
cannot do either, but " the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly
out of temptations "-even the temptation to liule faith instead of
great! Our Strong Hold Himself will not grow less strong, albeit
our hold of Himself may be very far from strong. It may be that ~ur
" day of trouble" will not reveal to us our own strength but rather our
weakness; but it will eertainly reveal to us no weakness but all strength
in Him; His strength, both for us and in us. He is the Strong Hold
Who never leaves hold; the Strong Hold in Whom we shall ever find
strength.
We have a Strong Tower. "The name of the Lord is a strong tower;
the righteous runneth into it and is safe" (Prov. xviii. 10). The Lord
gathers us in finally to our long future home. On earth seemingly we
run from our Strong Tower quite as often as we run to Him. We
wander away and lose our track very frequently. But it will not be
so always. There will be the last run at last. Here the running is
never ceasing. There the running will be over. Here we have double
weariness bec.ause we are always doubling on our own steps-away
from Him one moment, back to Him the next. There we shall have
double rest-immediate and everlasting safety. "The righteous
runneth," .fust of all to the Strong Tower for washing in the open
fountain of the Saviour's blood. After that, alas! we are incessantly
running away and soiling our feet, and returning back to our Tower
again for cleansing and for safety. However often we go and return,
that Fountain is ever open-our safety is in our perpetually running
into our "Tower." "The righteous shall hold on his way" to the end.
But we need to watch and pray that we may be careful to abide and
remain in our" safe" shelter. We are so apt to be too easily snared
out, and too satisfied to stay out, and not too speedy to start in again.
Only grace can stop our steps from setting out so often. Truly we
must plead for much help in the heavenly race. Ah! if it requires
" long patience" on the part of our Divine Lord to wait and watch
for the fruits of harvest, how much more patience will the human
traveller need ere he brings forth these fruits to perfection (James v.
7-8). May the Lord enable us to " run with patience the race that
is set before us," " strong in the Lord and in the power of His might."
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

"New Eltham, S.B. 9.
EVERY touch and every lift that you get amidst your many trials
comes through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. All your groans,
tears and desires go up by the way of the Ladder, and every bit of
love, faith, hope, etc., d.escends from heaven by way of that Ladder.J. E. Hazleton.
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COMFORT THE FEEBLEMINDED.

By MR. JAMES E. FLEGG, SECRETARY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS'
FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE beauty of the world in which we live, to a very large extent,
consists in its variety. When the cold, dark days of winter have
passed and the flowers begin to appear, we are glad, and, with pleasure,
mark the continual succession until autumn cuts them off. What a
variety of colour, size, shape, and perfume! Who would wish that
they should be all alike? If the eyes are turned to the sky on a clear
night what a scene of grandeur meets the gaze; myriads of stars adorn
the heavens, but one star differeth from another star in glory. And
in a family circle what differences are observable in the children. So
is it in things spiritual; there also is variety. The Church is likened
to the body in which there are many members. It is a complete whole,
yet are the parts diverse. We may notice the MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY
WHO ARE HERE SPECIALLY NAMED, the feebleminded. The word does
not mean that they are simple in the sense of being lacking in mental
power. We have known some friends who, perhaps, would be termed
simple, whose intellectual powers were not great, just plain, ordinary
folk, but they have been deeply taught in spiritual matters and been
masters in experimental divinity. "Thou hast hid these things from
the wise and prudent and hast revealed them unto babes." On the
other hand, we have been brought into contact with some who were
richly endowed with mental gifts, educated, successful men in business,
who have not hesitated to apply the term feebleminded to themselv~s
so far as spiritual things are concerned.
In his wonderful allegory, Bunyan refers to this character, and it
may not be amiss if we listen to what such a man has to say about
himself. We are told that he came from the town of Uncertainty.
He said, " You are all lusty and strong, but as you see. I am weak.
I choose rather to come behind lest, by reason of my many infirmities,
I should be a burden both to myself and to you. I am, as I said, of
a weak and feeble mind, and should be offended and made weak at
what others can bear. I do not yet know all about the truth. I am
a very ignorant Christian man. Sometimes, if I hear others rejoice
much in the Lord, it troubles me that I cannot do so too." There are
still some in Zion who will be ready to say, " Those sentences describe
me. "
The spiritual attainments of such are but small. They are unable
to boast of great advances in knowledge and understanding. Others
overtake them on the road, enter into conversation with them for a
while and then pass on. Such sometimes speak of those with whom
they thus travelled for a time, but who have outstripped them in the
way; yet they are still saying, " The things which I know not teach
Thou me."
.They do not easily grasp profound mysteries. They get puzzled and
confused. They keep near the shore and fear to venture far. Those
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who are familiar with Bunyan's description will remember that all
this man could say about the Interpreter's House was, "I received
much kindness there." He clid not appear fully to understand the
meaning of all those wonderful parabolic rooms. To give grace, to
afford enlightenment, to strengthen faith, is the work of the Holy
Spirit, and He is able to lead such to see the " greater things" and
to give to them a larger knowledge of their Lord.
They cannot speak with much assurance. They hope in the mercy
of the Lord. They hope that He will receive them, that they may be
accepted, that they may, at last, be found amongst His people. Many
years ago, when in the company of friends, some of whom were not
Christians, a question put to me made me feel awkward. One said
to me in the hearing of the rest-" Are you going to heaven ?" Well,
all that was possible for me to say at the time was, " I hope so." "Only
hope so," he replied, "why, I am sure of it." Now assurance is very
precious, provided it rests on a sure basis, and he who possesses it may
praise the Lord for the favour. Only such an one should not be too
ready to hurt poor Feeblemind because he is what he is and cannot
speak with the same confidence. The apostle who could say, " I know
Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that
which I have committed unto Him," said also" Comfort the feebleminded." Hope on, we would say to such, for the hope that God
gives shall not make ashamed.
BUT THESE ARE MEMBERS OF THE LORD'S FAMILY. In the Lord's
family there is diversity of character. All are not Greathearts or
Valiants-for-the-Truth. There are such persons as Mrs. Muchafraid,
Mr. Fearing and Mr. Feeblemind. These are regarded as members
of the family by the Lord, Who speaks thus concerning them. " Comfort the Feebleminded." "Strengthen ye the weak hands and
confirm the feeble knees."
They are on pilgrimage, though they travel much alone. He Who
brought Valiant-for-the-Truth into the wa,y, brought Feeblemind
there also. There is one verse which both can sing,
"Grace taught my soul to pray,
And made my eyes 0' erflow ;

".ris grace has kept me to this day,
And will not let me go."
Both desire, and are seeking, the Celestial City; to both of them
Christ is precious andthe longing of each is
"With them numbered may I be
Now and in eternity."

These feeble ones through grace have their faces towards Zion.
They have come to the wicket-gate and been kindly received.
They may miss much of the joy of life, being taken up with thoughts
of their own condition and perplexed with doubt as to the final issue.
As Mr. Feeblemind said, "When I hear others rejoice much in the
Lord it troublea me that I cannot do so too." Yet even Feeblemind
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>l.t times rejoices. When Giant Despair was slain he was" jocund and
merry." When Christ and His achievements are proclaimed and
the word is applied by the Holy Ghost, then he too can rejoice.
WE MAY THEN NOTICE THE EXHORTATION, "Comfort the feeble.m'inded." The Holy Ghost is the efficient Comforter, but Feeblemind
>l.cknowledged that some pilgrims had cheered him on the road.
May we not say first that the Lord loves you! Do you reply, "That
is just what I want to be sure about." Let me ask, "Can you live in
>lin!" Immediately you respond, "Why, it is that which troubles
me." Well, seeing it was not always so, how came you to be troubled
. about your sin! Do you ever pray! Do you not at once reply to
such a question, "I try to, I must draw near to God and confess my sins
and plead for forgiveness! Many times I plead, • Say unto my soul,
I am thy salvation.''' So then you have been drawn to God. Now
we are told that" no man can come to Christ except the Father draw
him." And do we not likewise read, "I have loved thee with an
<cverlasting love and therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee" !
Again the Lord takes pleasure in you. Through grace you are found
'hoping in His mercy, and we read, " The Lord taketh pleasure in them
·that fear Him, in them that hope in His mercy." The Lord will
perfect that which concerneth you. When the band of pilgrims were
invited by th6 shepherds to partake of hospitality there were some
whose names were mentioned lest they should fear that they were
not welcome. Now here is your own name. You may depend upon
it that the Lord will not leave His work incomplete. He that hath
begun a good work in you will perform it unto the day of Jesus Chri~t.
Feeblemind at last received the call from the King. He had
·travelled along the way even though it had been, as he said he was.
determined it should be, "To run when he could, to go when he
·could not run, and to creep when he could not go." Thus was he
kept by grace all through his journey. Then came the message for
.him. Thus must it be. All the family shall at last be gathered.
'There will be no vacant seat. There shall be Valiant-for-the-Truth,
there Faithful, there Old Father Honest and the rest; yes, and there
too shall be Feeblemind, though his feebleness will have been left
-outside, and he too shall take his part in the great anthem and it may be,
"Loudest of the crowd he'll sing
While Heaven's resounding arches ring
With shouts of Sovereign Grace."

GROWTH FROM SMALL BEGINNINGS.
.BATHSHEBA would have been less than feminine if she had not at once
responded to Nathan's plan for acquainting David with the conspiracy
that was on foot against Solomon and his succession to the Throne
'(see 1 Kings i. 11 and following verses). But she did as he counselled
.her, went to David, and said what the prophet had told her to say,
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adding one or two remarks of her own. And the scheme was entirely
successful-or it would be better to say-that as it was begun in God
it was continued and ended by Him. The faction was speedily dissolved, and Solomon took the kingdom. But Adonijah was not to be
so easily suppressed. He soon aspired to the hand of Abishag, and by
the false gloss that he put on his previous defeat he got Bathsheba to
plead for him with Solomon. She had more pity than wisdom. Very
likely her late success had elated her, or blinded her judgment. She
was probably flattered by being made an intermediary with the king.
In any case, she presented Adonijah's petition, might he marry
Abishag 1 Poor dear, for the answer she received. Perhaps it was
spoken gently. It scarcely reads so. Bathsheba would find that if
she had done the first thing by the direction of the Lord's prophet, she
had not been able to do a second by herself. The scene soon closed.
Adonijah was put to death for his rebellious assumptions. Solomon
made wise, as John Newton says, before he asked for wisdom knew
the end from the beginning. It was not Abishag that was wanted, or
at least not for her own sake. It was the whole kingdom for himself
and for all those who had no love for David, nor for the welfare of
Israel. Bathsheba might call it " one petition," as if it was a small
thing, but the king knew that small beginnings have tremendous
endings. Who would have thought that Gideon's ephod would become
such a snare that all Israel would go whoring af~r it, or that the
Levite's delay in returning home should end in the slaughter of forty
thousand Israelites and nearly all the Benjamites 1 God says to His
people, Touch not the unclean thing, have no fellowship with the,unfruitful works of darkness. For He Who made His laws knows that they
will yield Him obedience, and that all sorts of seeds bring forth and
multiply.
The rulers of the Jews in the days of the apostles were extremely
anxious that the Name of Jesus should not spread any further among
the people, and they thought that they would attain their end by
straitly threatening and commanding no more speaking or preaching.
But threaten and command as they might, multitudes hung on the lips
of the unlettered fishermen. In the power of Christ the sick were
healed, and even prison doors, barred and bolted, gave way to the
followers of the crucified One, until the high priest, the captain of the
temple and the chief priests doubted whereunto it would grow. No
doubt many of them lived long enough to see Paul make Felix tremble,
and to hear Agrippa confess himself almost a Christian. They would
see the Gentiles brought to Christ's light, and churches planted in
Rome, Ephesus, Corinth and where besides 1 If they doubted whereunto it would grow, we could tell them that it has grown into the
history of the Waldensians and Albigenses,-unto the ever blessed
Reformation-into a Bible in every church and in every house,-into
Foxe's Book of Martyrs and the holy Latimer's unquenchable candle,into the Pilgrim Fathers, into the testimony of Jesus from the rising of
the sun unto the going down of the same, into the witness that until
33
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His coming again God will have a seed to serve His heloved Son and a
generation to call Him blessed.
We are told of Moses that it came into his heart to visit his brethren
the children of Israel. Was it with a furtive, uncertain wondering
that he found. it in his heart, full of pros and cons l Perhaps so; for
so God leads Mis children. But there it was and there it grew into
the revelation of God in the desert, into the mighty deliverance at the
Red Sea, into forty years sustaining and increasing in the wilderness
with bread from heaven and water out of the rock, into the view from
the top of Pisgah,.into the crossing of Jordan and the taking possession
of the Promised Land.
And now again into some heart known by the blessed Spirit of God
to be His Own possession, but otherwise indistinguishable either by
outward mark or inward grace from others, into such heart there
comes a longing· for Christ, a love to God, a feeling of affinity with His
saints, a hungering for eternal things, a conviction of sin. And the
thing grows, he knows not how. A little joy alternates with heaviness,
sorrowful complaints are exchanged for unmistakable access to God,
hope is sure of herself, and the comfort of love swallows up pain.
Many have felt all this and yet haye said that they wondered where the
scene would end, and have questIOned and doubted and feared. But
so the Lord builds up a holy temple for Himself. Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, nor has it entered the heart of man to conceive the
things that He has prepared for them that love Him. In the ages to
come He will reveal them, and when they know as they are known,
the peace of God will no longer pass their understanding; for theywill
see Him and serve Him without fear. They will be with Him and all
the holy family, and they will be happy.
FOLLOWER-ON.
JONAH AND THE WHALE.
ONE of the FACTS of Scripture, which many delight in denying, is
the history of Jonah. The Lord Jesus declared that the Old Testament records concerning Jonah are correct (see Matt. xii. 39-41 and
Luke xi. 29, 30). In so doing He established the facts. Therefore
every believer knows that the history of Jonah is true.
The Lord Jesus most· positively asserts that "Jonah was three
days and three nights in the belly" of " the great fish which God had·
prepared" (Camp. Jonah i. 17 with Matt. xii. 39-41). He pledged His
0wn resurrection from the dead upon this fact.
He also declared that the people of Nineveh did repent at the
preaching· of Jonah, but that though He was greater than Jonah yet
the "religious" Jews of His day were more unbelieving than the
heathen Gentiles of Nineveh. If the unbelief of the" religious" Jews
was so great, then what must be the unbelief of· those who call themselves " Christians" to-day, and yet deny the history of J onah !
Surely the men of Nineveh will witness that the unbelief of to-day is
unpardonable.
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Whilst the Lord's true children do not doubt the words of their
Saviour and Master, yet, as above stated, there are some members of
the family who become frightened when they learn that God's Word
is attacked by "clever" writers and speakers. For their comfort
and re-assurance the following statement is taken from a pamphlet
issued in 1917 by the celebrated engineer, Sir Francis Fox, J.P.,
M.Le.E., etc., who has kindly given permission for its present use.
He deals further with the subject in his book, Sixty-Three Years of
Engineering.
" In the autumn of 1914, during a passage by steamer from the
South of England to the North of Scotland, a discussion took place
concerning • Jonah and the whale.' A certain elderly gentleman
characterized the record • as a mere fairy tale, for a whale feeds on
animalcules, and has such a narrow throat that to swallow a man is an
impossibility.'
" His attention was called to the fact that the record stated that the
animal in question was' a great fish.'
" On the arrival of the ship at its destination this elderly gentleman
was invited to visit a whaling station within a mile of the port. The
Scotch manager of the works showed him many of the most interesting
articles connected with the industry, when the following conversation
took place:
" • How many kinds of whales are caught l' • Four-the Fin, the
Bottle-nose, the Blue and the Sperm.'
" • They feed on animalcules (small animals, often invisible to the
naked eye) do they not l' 'They feed on pretty large things as we'
can tell on cutting open the stomach of the fish.'
" • What is the largest thing you have found inside a whale's
stomach l' 'The skeleton of a shark sixteen feet in length.'
" , If the throat of the whale is so narrow, as we are told it is, how
is it possible for such a large object to pass 1 '
" • The throat of the Sperm whale is not narrow. It can pass lumps
·of food eight feet in diameter.'
" Asked about' Jonah and the whale,' the manager replied, • It
was, of course, a miracle how J onah was kept alive inside the fish,
but as to the possibility of his being swallowed there was no question.'
" On returning from the interesting factory the elderly gentleman
said to his friend, • What we have seen to-day has been a complete
eye-opener to me. I was brought up as a boy, and a young man, in
an' agnostic family, and taught to deride the Bible and its miracles.
• Jonah and the whale' was often the subject of merriment and of our
disbelief. I then went to Germany as a medical student, and attended
certain lectures, not connected with my profession, which unsettled
my belief in God, and I have been sad and dissatisfied ever since.
I am now an old man, and it is almost too late to change.' He bent
his head, his silvery locks falling over his face, and he sobbed like a
{lhild. What followed cannot be· related."
Reader! You have the authority of a man like Sir Francis Fox
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for the above statement.. Do you believe him 1 If so, dare you
disbelieve the Word of Almighty God 1 If you have been tempted to
doubt God's Word, be warned by the experience of the white-haired
old gentleman.-From Monthly Leaflet for October, 1925, by P. I. B.

THE DIVINE PROMISES.
AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE, ON WEDNESDAY
EVENING, OCTOBER

5, 1904,

IN THE VICTORIA ROOMS, CLIFTON,

BY THE LATE MR. JAMES ·WRIGHT.

IN the 2nd Epistle of Peter, which he wrote by the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, and which he tells us he wrote for the same purpose as
his first Epistle, namely, to stir up the pure minds of the people of God,
he speaks four times of the Divine Promises, and I think we shall see,
if we spend a few minutes in considering these references to the Divine
Promises, how beautifully adapted they are to promote this great end.
In the first chapter we read (a verse that has already been referred to),
" According as His Divine power hath given us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him that hath called
us by His Own glory and virtue, whereby are given unto us exceeding
great and precious promises, that by these ye might be partakers of
the Divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust." Now, in this 4th verse we have the Divine estimate
of the Divine Promises-God's own estimate of His promises; and we
have His estimate of their value, and of their effect. They are great
in value and precious in effect. And they are not only great in value
and precious in effect, but they are exceeding great in value, and they
are exceeding precious in effect!
Why are the promises so great 1 Well, first of all, because they
originate in the heart of a Great God. Great and marvellous are His
works. Great are His thoughts. His thoughts are very deep. "A
brutish man knoweth not, and a fool understandeth not this." How
great are they 1 As great as His love which originates all the promises.
The promises are the expressions of His love. Now, how great is that
love 1 The Apostle John says, "Behold what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us that we should be called the sons of
God!" We have no measuring rod of that love but one, and that is
the cross. The cross is the unit of measurement of God's love; as
the Resurrection of Christ is the unit of measurement, or the measuring
rod of His power. The cross is the expression of that love that He set
on the unlovely. That is why the love of God is so unique. We cannot
love the ungodly, but He loved us when we were dead in sins, when we
were rebels, enemies against Him. That shows the exceeding greatness
of His love. And the greatness of His love is shown in the costliness
of the Gift that He gave out of His Own bosom to meet our condition,
even the Son of His love.
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Now because the promises proceed from the heart of that infinitely
great love, the God of love, Who is love, they are so exceeding great,
and He, in condescension and tender love to us, just tells us His Own
estimate of the greatness of His Own promises. Then He estimates
them according to their effect, and the effect is "exceeding "«precious." What is it 1 It is to make us who receive the promises
by faith "partakers of the Divine Nature." Now that effect is so
exceedingly precious in the sight of God, because the more we partake.
of His nature, the more we become like Him. And every father
likes to hear it said, " How much that child is like his father!" Now
God is intent upon making everyone of His children like Himself.
We are not to understand nature here in its essence, as, for instance,
when we say there are two natures in Christ. But nature here means
the development of nature, just as we use the word when we speak
of" the nature of wild beasts to devour," or, " the nature of a dove to
be gentle and timorous." Nature here means the development of
nature. And just as the rays of the sun falling upon the earth develop
the fruits and the Howers of the earth, so the Divine promises are intended to shine on the new man in the believer, and to bring forth and
develop all those traits of character which are God's. It is just a parallel
to the passage in Matthew v., where we are told to " love our enemies,"
in order that we may be the children of our Father Who is in heaven,
Who is good to the unthankful and to the evil, and sends His rain
upon the just and upon the unjust. Now we are NOT regenerated,
we do NOT attain acceptance and sonship by loving our enemies, but
we thus practically become, in the sense of development, the children·
of our Father, that is, become" imitators of God, as dear children."
Let us turn now to the next passage (chap. iii. 4), " This second
Epistle, beloved, I now write unto you, in both which I stir up your
pure minds by way of remembrance, that ye may be mindful of the
words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the
commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Saviour, knowing
this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of His coming 1 "
Here we have the contrast between God's estimate of His Own promises'
and the latter-day scoffers' estimate of those promises. An utter
·contrast. What do they treat them with 1 "Utter contempt!"
Scoff at them, and they select the promise of the second coming of
{jur Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, which is the central promise of the
dispensation, between the ascension of Christ and His coming again,
as the head and front of their attacks, and say (in effect), " That is
nothing, and all the other promises are nothing." They treat the
.exceeding great, the exceeding precious promises of our God and Father
just as they treated His Own Beloved Son, Whom, when He dwelt
.among us, when He came showing forth the character of His Father,
~evealing the Father, they mocked, they spit upon, and said, " Away
with Him!" Now, why does the Apostle bring the world's estimate
and treatment of God's exceeding great and precious promises before
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our hearts and consciences 1 "To stir up our pure minds" that we
may well weigh the character of the dispensation in which we are living.
That we may not be deceived by appearances, that we may know that·
these scoffers are coming in these last days, that the very last hours
of this clispensation will be marked by such scoffing, the Holy Spirit.
brings before us this solemn truth that it may act as a lever to stir
up our pure minds, to show us the utter contrast between the world's.
estimate of the exceeding great and precious promises and His Own.
estimate.
Now, observe what the 'Holy Spirit in the Apostle predicted nearly
two thousand years ago, the scoffers would say, in the last days, " All
things continue as they were from the creation of the world." There
is no recognition in these words of a Personal Creator. The world,
in the thought of these scoffers, may have been evolved from a piece
of "protoplasm." They speak of a creation, that is, a beginning of
things, but not of an intelligent Creator, creating all things by the word
of His mouth. They are prepared to believe that the world's creation
may have been millions of years ago; because if they scoffed at the
promises, they will scoff at Genesis i. "But," they say, "since the
time it came into existence, whenever that may have been, all things
continued to go on in the same regular order, and this order will go on
in the future without interruption," But what does the Holy Ghost
say 1 "They are willingly ignorant" of a certain tremendous interruption to that natural order which the Almighty Creator Himself caused,
when He opened the windows of heaven "'bove, and broke up the
fountains of the great deep, and with a mighty deluge swept away
the whole race save eight persons, who were saved in the ark.
And then the Apostle shows that the same God Who has, once already,.
interrupted the natural order on such a vast scale will do it again,.
not by an overwhelming flood of water, but by a devouring fire! And"
as He kept His word of threatened judgment that He gave Noah,
and kept it to the hour, and the flood came, so He will keep His word
about the awful judgment of fire at the last day.
Now turn to the next reference to the Precious Promises. In the
9th verse of the same chapter the Apostle takes up this scoff, and
furnishes us with God's answer to it, namely, " The Lord is not slack
concerning His promise as some men count slackness." In other
words, God is a perfectly punctual God! Perfect punctuality marks
all His works; punctuality to the moment! He set the sun and the
moon in the heavens to mark seasons, and days and years. These
are His chronometers,. and they never get out of order! There are·
three great central promises characterizing three dispensations in God'!>
dealing with the human race. First, from the fall of man to the birth
of Jesus Christ, the people of God looked forward to the fulfilment of
one great central promise. What was it 1 The promise of His coming!
All through those centuries that was the central promise, given first
in-the words, "The seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's head,"
afterwards developed more and more distinctly 'by successive prophets.
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In the typical ritual given by God's command through Moses to Israel,
this promise was enshrined. In the Psalms, David, being a prophet,
'spake of it, and so, Spirit-taught souls, throughout that dispensation,
were looking for its fulfilment. And so, when in the fulness of time
the Blessed One was sent forth, there was a little group in Jerusalem
" waiting for the consolation of Israel," so that when the holy Child
was brought into the Temple, Simeon and Anna recognized and bore
witness to Him as the fulfilment of the long-cherished promise.
And there was a second dispensation-a very brief one, compared
with the previous one-and the central promise of that brief dispensation
was "the coming of the Holy Ghost." The Lord Jesus kept that
promise before His disciples' eyes. "I will send you another Comforter." "It is expedient for you that I go away; for if I do not go
away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will
send Him unto you." He is the Father's promise, and He is the
Son's promise, and He is the Father's Gift in answer to the Son's
prayer. "I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another
Comforter." It was the characteristic central promise corresponding
to the hope of that dispensation.
Was the first great promise fulfilled punctually! To the moment!
" In the fulness of time "-that is, when God's chronometer .struck"the Word was made flesh." Was the second great promise fulfilled
punctually! To the moment! "When the day of Pentecost was
fully come, there came a sound of rushing mighty wind, and it filled the
place where the disciples were" (not the apostles only), and He sat
upon the head of every occupant of the room.
.
Behold, then, the punctuality or God! He is not slack concerning
His promises. The promise of the first coming of Christ, "to put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself," that bTight hope of the godly
for hundreds of years was fulfilled to the moment. The promise of
the coming of the Holy Ghost was likewise fulfilled to the moment.
God has a fulness of time for fulfilling everyone of His promises.
Now we should gather comfort from the punctuality of God. He has
fulfilled ,all His past promises, and He will fulfil the promise of the
second personal coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to the word
of the angels at His ascension, " This same Jesus, Which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
Him go into heaven." Now they saw Him go in the clouds, He will
come again in the clouds. They saw a Person go away, and that same
Divine Person will be seen coming again. In every respect there will
be a parallel between that next coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and
His departure. He will be visible, personally, in the clouds of heaven,
accompanied with the holy angels.
This, then, is the central promise of this present dispensation, the
blessed hope presented to the Church of Christ, on which her heart
should be set until He comes again. Now is it the central hope in
our hearts? Our hope should correspond with God's promise. His
coming will be the topstone of the great work of Redemption. We
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have the redemption of our souls, but we are" waiting for the adoption,
to wit, the redemption of our bodies."
Let us now pass on to the 13th verse of the same chapter (2 Pet. iii.)
where we see another aspect of the Divine Promises, but with a very
distinct and clear purpose, "Nevertheless, we, according to His
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness." Now, first, in connection with the second coming of our
Lord, we are told that He will bind Satan and cast him in the bottomless
pit and set a seal on him, and the nations shall be no more deceived
by him for a thousand years. There will be no clashing of arms in
that thousand years. Thcre will be a thousand years of peace and
blessedness, under the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ in Person, over
the earth. It will be His kingdom and He will be the Ruler over
men, and we the saints of this dispensation, cleansed by His blood,
raised and glorified, shall reign with Him over the earth.
But, after that thousand years, Satan will be loosed for a little
season, and he will be at his old work again, deceiving the nations
and raising them one against another, and he will lead their hearts
to engage in a vast confederated opposition against God and His
Christ (Psa. ex. 2), assembling his nations together to crush God's
chosen people Israel, in the chosen city Jerusalem, and just as it was
in the days of Sennacherib, he and his host will be crushed by the direct
intervention of Jehovah Himself, and consigned for ever to the lake
of fire. "The New Heavens and the New Earth," spoken of in
Revelation xxi., will then be introduced. Now, the new heavens and
the new earth are beyond the millennial dispensation, for that the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ introduces. Yet what does Peter
say about it! "Nevertheless WE, according to His promise, LOOK
FOR new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness."
WE look for it. The present dispensation had to run its course, and
one thousand years of righteousness and peace on earth to succeed,
and yet" WE look for" something beyond both, and such moral power
is TillS hope (viz., of the new heavens and new earth) to have upon us,
that the Apostle exclaims, "Seeing that ye look for such things, be
diligent. "
In the first reference to the promises we found that the point dwelt
upon was the power that these promises exert in developing the
Divine life in each individual believer, and here it is the power of the
Divine promises to maintain the flame of hope kindled brightly in our
hearts. Intervening events that we know must take place need not
in the least lessen the moral power of the hope. I know that a thousand
years at least are to intervene, but the Apostle Peter tells me that this
hope of the new heavens and the new earth is powerfully to influence
my present daily walk, although, compared with the more immediate
hope of the Lord's return, it is a distant one.
I dwell on this because some persons say that if we allow that any
event must necessarily occur before our Lord comes the second time,
we destroy the moral power of the hope of His return upon our hearts,
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a.nd that those who are expecting any event to occur before that
coming cannot be looking for the blessed hope in the way that the
Scriptures teach us to look for it; that such persons must be looking
for the intervening event, and so losing all anticipation of the great
hope itself. But, if this be so, how could the Holy Spirit lead Peter
to represent the hope of the new heavens and the new earth as that
which should exert a real moral effect upon the every-day walk of
Christians now, when it is an unquestioned fact that the one thousand
years of Christ's reign over this earth must intervene between the
close of the present dispensation and the introduction of the. new
heavens and the new earth 1 May we be enabled to take heed in our
hearts to these exceeding great and precious promises, until the day
dawn and the Day Star arise. Amen.

"OPENING AND ALLEGING:'
NONE but a crucified man can preach a crucified Christ. The more
he is called to suffer with and for his Master, the greater will be his
ability to uplift his Master in his ministry; and the more he does this
the more he will suffer. The great deficiency of our service is that it
so lacks the salt of suffering.
None but a man who is risen with Christ can preach a risen Christ.
The" power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings "
are inseparable as qualifications for service. Wherever the apostles
went forth they gloried in the cross; and as a consequence had to
suffer. They preached "Jesus and the resurrection"; and came
triumphant out of every death. Christ crucified and risen again
formed the groundwork of all their testimony; and it is only as the
same theme forms the subject of ministry now that preaching fulfils
the design of God in the GospeL
When the earth was thought to be the centre of the universe, there
were motions of the heavenly bodies for which there was no explanation.
When the sun was known to be the centre of our system, all became
harmonious and plain. There is no preaching when anything occupies
the centre except Jesus Christ crucified and risen again. This is the
Gospel; this alone is preaching. Every theme that places man in
the centre displaces Christ, and is but empty talk. Even the richest
experience must revolve around Calvary as its centre of attraction;
and then it will joyfully uncrown itself to crown Him.
In writing his first Epistle to the Church at Thessalonica, Paul
declares: "For OUR GOSPEL came not unto you in word ouly, but
also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance." In
this second Epistle, he adds: "OUR TESTIMONY among you was
believed." What this testimony was we find in Acts xvii. 3: "Opening
and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again
from the dead; and that this Jesus Whom I preach unto you is Christ."
Thus the death, resurrection, and Godhead of Christ formed his testi-
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mony at Thessalonica; and God its Author honoured it to the conversion of many from their idolatry. God does not permit us to expect
the same result from any testimony that does not exalt and crown the
Lord Jesus Christ.
Cricklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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Q!ottt'f:iponlJenre.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
•,
DEAR FRlEND,-One of our distributors writes: "Very-many thanks
for the parcel of books and tracts you so kindly sent me for free distribution. They just arrived in answer to prayer a few minutes before
I set out, almost bookless, to labour in the Master's service. I am
always glad to receive any literature you can send. The men seem
very ignorant. There is one thing that has struck me and that is that
they are very glad to receive the books and do certaiuly read them."
Another writes: "So many thanks for your kind parcel of literature.
One does indeed pray God to bless the precious messages of His grace
and love. I have had a long and serious illness and recovery is slow,
but I am able to get about once more in the dear Master's employ."
Such faithful distributors need all the help we can give them, and we
look to our friends to strengthen our hands.
21, Firjield Street,
Yours sincerely,
Totterdown, Bristol, Octobe1', 1925.
R. E. BRIDER.

. ======
THE Holy Scripture hath fixed the rule of our doctrine, that we may
not presume to be wise beyond what is meet, but may be wise (as the
apostle says, unto sobriety, according as God hath dealt to every man
the measure of faith.-Augustine.
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l1'ur Woung folks' page.
SEEING JESUS.
ON three occasions in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ we read of
persons who desired to see Him. Let us just look at the three cases.
Perhaps some of my young readers will know to whom I refer.
You will find the first person mentioned-King Herod, in Luke ix.
7-9. He heard of our Lord's wonderful miracles, and was puzzled
about Him, because some said that He was John the Baptist risen
from the dead, some that He was Elias, and others that He was one of
the old prophets. "And he desired to see Him." Do you remember
when his wis-h was granted 1 It was on that awful day when the'
Lord was crucified. Pilate sent Him to Herod, and we read in Luke.
xxiii. 8-" When Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad." He was.
hoping to see some miracle done by Him, but was disappointed, and
joined with his men of war in mocking and reviling the Lord of life
and glory. No blessing came to him through seeing Jesus. His case·
reminds us of the time when "every eye shall see Him, and they
also which pierced Him."
The second incident is recorded in John xii. 20, 21. There we read.
of certain Greeks, who had gone up to Jerusalem to worship, going to
Philip, one of the Lord's apostles, and saying to him, " Sir, we would
see Jesus." We do not know the result of their visit, but we do know
the Lord's gracious words-" Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise
cast out."
But now let us think of the third case. We read of this in Luke xix.
1-10. You all know the story well, I expect, how Zacchreus, a rich
publican, who was not tall, and therefore could not see Jesus in the
crowd, thought of a capital way of getting what he wished. He ran
before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, knowing
that He was to pass that way. His surprise must have been great
indeed, when, on arriving at the place, the Lord Jesus looked up, and
saw him, and said, " Zacchreus, make haste, and come down, for to-day
I must abide at thy house." No wonder we read" he made haste,
and came down, and received Him joyfully." His heart was completely won, as he realized with Whom he had to do. He was ready
to submit entirely to His direction, and to make amends as far as
possible for the wrong-doing of the past.
We cannot now see Jesus as these people did. But think what it
means to see Jesus now. He is in Heaven, but we may see Him with
the eye of faith, and are directed to be "looking unto Jesus." In
Heb. xi. 27, we read of Moses-" He 'endured, as seeing Him Who is
invisible." You will remember that the Lord Jesus said, "Except
a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John iii. 3).
So it means to know, to understand, to accept what the Word of God
teaches about Him-that He came to this earth to live as man, and
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to die on the cross to atone for the sins of all who shall ever believe
in His Name. He was the sin-bearer, the Saviour. The angel said
of Him-" He shall save His people from their sins." In 1 Pet. i. 8,
we read, " Whom having not seen, ye love."
Do you want to see Jesus 1 If so the Holy Spirit has put the desire
into your heart. A Persian came to a colporteur, and said he wished
to buy a copy of the Gospel of John. On being urged to buy the whole
New Testament, he refused, saying that would be sufficient, because
it contained, " Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins
of the world." Oh, the joy that awaits all true believers" when He
shall appear," and we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.
E.A. H

lllrOtl'IHant 15earon.
THE VISIT OF THE EASTERN BISHOPS.
(REPRINTED FROM The English Churchman.)
THE visit of the Bishops of the Orthodox Churches to this country has
become a thing of the past, and the visitors have returned to their
several spheres. While they were here they were treated with a
hospitality and deference which from the social standpoint may have
been quite proper and polite, but which from doctrinal considerations
was entirely misleading. Probably no one would object to the sympathy which they received as representatives of communities that were
grievously afflicted under the tyrannical rule of the Turks. Nor could
any objection be taken to the elaborate entertainments, the travelling
facilities, and the opportunities of seeing our historical monuments
and institutions that were provided for them. It is right to treat those
who come to our shores professing respect and good will with corresponding consideration and kindness. But it was not right to make
them think that English Churchmen could regard their profession of
faith and their religious practices as fundamentally sound and true to
the Gospel of Christ. It was not right to lead them to suppose that,
as a Church, we were ready to enter into fellowship with their deadly
errors and abominable idolatries. :Much less was it right to give them
the idea that we were desirous of conceding to them ecclesiastical
superiority and of approaching them, cap in hand, for recognition as
full members of the " Catholic Church." Of course, Anglo-Catholics
are perpetually misrepresenting our Protestant position and deploring
or vilifying the Reformation which differentiated us so thoroughly
from the unreformed systems. But Anglican leaders should not
adopt this humiliating attitude. If God has graciously granted to
us the light of His Word and deliverance from the degrading bondage
of superstition, then we should thank Him for it, and do what in
us lies to communicate these blessings to others. We display shameful ingratitude towards Him when we despise His mercy and return
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thought or act to the darkness and slavery from which in His
distinguishing love He set us free. Our Archbishops, Bishops and
other clerics who favour the suppression of the truth in order that
" conversations" may be held with Romauists and intercourse be
established with Easterns, are unfaithful both to God and to the
solemn charge which they have undertaken. In seeking for reuuion
with West or East without making the repudiation of error the first
condition, they show themselves utterly unworthy of the place they
occupy in our Church and realm. The words of the apostle apply
here with special force, "It is required of stewards that a man be
found faithful." This is the chief point. Where fidelity to fundamental truth is present, all is right; where it is absent, all is wrong.
Now our Reformers were clear as to principles and duties. They
saw that the authority of the Bible was unique and supreme. They
saw also that the prevalent systems of professing Christianity were
emphatically condemned by its holy teaching. It was impossible for
them to compare the claims, doctrines and practices of papal and
sacerdotal manifestations of religion with the Divine Word, without
discerning the appalling corruptions by which the primitive faith had
been overlaid. Nor could they recognize these corruptions without,
at the same time, exposing them and cleansing them away. They
were no less bound to protest against the pollutions by which they
were encompassed than the pious Israelites in the days when their
land was defiled with idols. Accordingly, they brought the Mass, the
Confessional, Purgatory, the invocation of saints, indulgencies, the
worship of images, relics and charms, and much more besides, to the
test of infallible truth, and they cast them away as plainly inconsistent
with the revealed will of God. They resolutely resisted the pretensions
of Pope and priest, because they realized that they could not bear the
light of Divine revelation even for a moment. They endured manifold
sufferings sooner than deny their Lord or forsake His cause. .And in
the end they were instrumental in liberating Church and people from
the foul accretions of error and the cruel tyranny of priestcraft. By
their means the ignorance of superstition vanished before the dawn of
a better day. Their triumph was, of course, particularly displayed
in the breach with Rome. It involved practical matters of belief and
conduct affecting the foundation and the whole expression of their
religious and national life. But they also severed as really all connection with the corruptions and idolatries of the East. They consistently repudiated sacerdotalism and creature worship wherever it
usurped the Christian name. Article XIX expresses their considered
judgment in this respect: "The visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men in which the pure Word of God is preached, and
the sacraments duly administered according to Christ's ordinance, in
all those things that of necessity are requisite to the same. As the
Church of Jerusalem, of Alexandria, and of Antioch have erred, so
also the Church of Rome hath erred, not only in their living and manner
of ceremonies, but also in matters of Faith." That describes the
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situation in the sixteenth century, and it is no less applicable to the case
to-day. The Churches of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and Antioch, representing the Easterns generally, were in error then. This error extended
beyond practices and ceremonies to the essence of the Christian faith.
Both in life and doctrine they showed themselves false, even as the
-Church of Rome was false, to the fundamental principles of Christianity.
And nothing has happened to alter their condition. Religiously they
_are just as degraded and just as idolatrous as when our Reformers
pronounced that verdict upon them. It is true that, like the Romanists,
they hol<1 their, version of the Nicene Creed:; but they, too, have added
-to it rites and theories derived fr,om paganism, which pervert and
virtually destroy the pure religion of our Lord and His inspired apostles.
So that if it be now asked whether we should have fellowship with
-them in their unreformed state, we may answer with another question,
"What communion hath light with darkness, and what agreement
hath the temple of God with idols?" We may sympathize with
-them in their sorrows, pity them for their blindness, ,and try to
.enlighten them with the truth as it is in Jesus; but to seek for union
with them while they persevere in their paganism would be dishonouring to our profession and disloyal to the Master Whose name we bear.
It might be argued, however, that the visit of the Patriarchs is
-over, and that its interest has disappeared with them. Notwithstanding
.the effort that was made to exaggerate its importance, it was impossible
·to raise it to the rank of a great event. And now it is seen to have
been nothing more than a little wave on the surface of British life
which has subsided or given place to others. Few care about it, fewer
still expect from it any practical result. Doubtless that is so; but
-taken as an indication of the influences at work in our own Church,
its aspect is more serious. Signs are not wanting of a hankering on
·the part of the Bishops of the Church of England after corporate
reunion with the corrupt Churches of the East and West. They are
not hoping for a renunciation of error by the latter, but rather for
some compromise which would be fatal to real righteousness and truth.
With this end in view they keep the important issues in the background, and talk about the validity of Anglican Orders and it" acknow'ledgment by the Orthodox Patriarcbs. They attend services conducted
by Easterns and participate without remonstrance in their idolatry.
They exchange communications, and carry on intercourse, ignoring
.the doctrinal gulf that divides the two systems. Rumour has it
that the <Ecumenical Patriarch is endeavouring to convene a council
-at Jerusalem to which, among others, he would invite English Bishops
on the understanding that they would accept his presidency and con-form to his ways. In fact, much is being done to confuse the issue
and obscure the actual reality. And the opportunity of upholding
. the Bible and testifying the Gospel of the grace of God is deliberately
neglected, while falsehood is tacitly approved as the basis of desired
and undesirable unity. This must not continue without exposure
.and expostulation. Protestants have vigorously expressed their,
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indignation at the Malines " conversations," and will doubtless do so
again; but they are also called upon to resist no less resolutely the
tampering with Oriental corruption by which their Church has been,
and still is, so shamefully compromised.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
0N' Thursday, Sept. 24'th, an interesting meeting was held at the
lIornsey Rise J![ome in connection with the J. E. Hazelton Memorial.
Mr. J. C. Dennis presided, and in his opening remarks pointed out that
the new Infirmary, the Foundation Stone of which was to be laid that
day, was the realization of a purpose which had frequently been referred'
to, and in which the late esteemed Secretary, Mr. J. E. Hazelton,
was deeply interested. Accommodation would be furnished for
twenty-two inmates and all necessary modern appliances would be
provided.
The contract price for the work was £7625, while the amount in·
hand to meet this was £3716, and a promise had been given by two
friends of the Society to pay the last £500. He then alluded to the
characteristics and work of Mr. Hazelton, in whose memory the building
was being erected.
. Tributes to the late Secretary were also paid by Sir George Hume
and Revs. J. K. Popham, J. W. Dance, W. Sinden, and Geo. Rose.
The Stone, bearing the inscription, " To the glory of God and for
the good of His Aged Pilgrims," was laid by Sir Thomas Inskip, who
spoke warmly of the service rendered to the Society by Mr. Hazelton,
and the way in which his duties were discbarged. After the Stone
had been laid gifts amounting to £232 were handed in.
On Oct. 2nd a large company of friends was present in St. Mary
Woolnoth Church, where John Newton laboured for about twenty<:light years, and an appropriate sermon on behalf of the Society was
preached by the Rev. Thomas Houghton.
Meetings in the interest of the Society have been arranged to take
place (D.V.) during November, as follows: At Bexley Heath, Nov.
4th, the Sale of Work at Hornsey, on Nov. 6th, when a sermon will be
preached by the Rev. J. W. Dance in the evening at 6.30. On the
16th, the Annual Meetings of the Leicester Auxiliary will be heldafternoon and evening. On Dec, 2nd will be held the Sale of Work at
Hurley, and on the following day- the Sale of Work at Croydon.
You may' be deficient in talent·; and yet be the means of drawing
to Christ one who shall become eminent in grace and service.Spurgeon.
"THE LORD our Righteousness!" How blessed to have this
sealed home with power when groaning under a felt sense of " I am.
sin "-not only, " I have sinned.~'-J. E. Hazelton.
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FAITH-HEALING MISSIONS. By the Rev. Thomas Houghton, Vicar
of Whitington, Stoke Ferry, Norfolk. Pp. 28. Price 3d.;
postage ld. (GOSPEL MAGAZINE Office, 74, Strand, London,
W.C.2, and Chas. J. Thynne & Jarvis Ltd., Whitefriars Street,
Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.)
Our readers will be interested to know that the two articles on FaithHealing Missions, w4ich appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE earlier in
the year, are now published in pamphlet form. We endeavoured
when writing them to bring to bear the teaching of Scripture on this
subject. Many both at home and in the Mission field are being led
away by Mr. Hickson's teaching. We hope all our readers will order
many copies and send them to friends. It might be helpful to many of
our missionaries if copies were sent to them. We believe that Mr.
Hickson's teaching on this subject is unsound, and we have endeavoured
to reply to it from Scripture. The wide circulation of a pamphlet like
this may with God's blessing prove useful.
The pamphlet may be ordered through any bookseller.
FOUNDATION TRUTHS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. Pp. 127. Price 1/-,
post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
The articles contained in this pamphlet consist of the papers read
at the eleventh Annual Conference of the Sovereign Grace Union, hllld
at Grove Chapel, Camberwell, London, in May of this year. There is
also the Address of the President (Rev. W. Sykes) and the Conference
Sermon by Mr. John Booth, with other papers on vital subjects. The
subjects treated of include" The Absolute Sufficiency of Holy Scripture," " The Triune Jehovah," " God's Sovereignty," " The Person of
Christ," "The Personality of the Holy Ghost," "The Fall of Man,"
"Unconditional Election," "Particular Redemption," "Effectual
Calling," "Justification," "Final Preservation," "The Grace of the
Doctrines," and other topics.
These great subjects are dealt with by the Revs. T. C. Lawson,
W. Walmsley, Henry Atherton, W. Sykes, L. Atherton, R. J. Crump,
H. Astbury, R. H. Talbot, and by Pastors J. H. Snow, F. H. Wright,
J. T. Sharples, George Rose, and also by Mr. Sidney M. Houghton and
Mr. A. Lythgoe.
Naturally the papers are of varying merit, but all of them contain
helpful and profitable teaching on the subjects dealt with. The necessity of the grace of the doctrines is emphasized in the concluding paper.
WE have also received THE SOVEREIGN GRACE SHEET ALMANAC for
1926. This is published by Clement Wileman, 5 and 7, Redcross
Street, London, E.C.!. It is illustrated with coloured Bible pictures
and can be localized if desired. Price Id •
•

