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WAITING FOR HIS COMING.
" Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning,. and ye
yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord."-LUKE xii.
35, 36.
HERE is an exhortation to members of the LORD'S family. The
LORD is speaking to His disciples (verse 22). He is addressing
His sheep, His "little flock." He is speaking to those who are
predestined to be in the heavenly kingdom of their FATHER. " It .
is your FATHER'S good pleasure to give you the kingdom" (verse 32).
To such He says, Be ye "like unto men that wait for their lord,
when he will return from the wedding, that when he cometh and
knocketh, they may open unto him i=ediately." In other words,
the LORD'S people need to be continually in the attitude of waiting
for the return in glory of their LORD and SAVlOUR JESUS CHRIST.
They need ever to be in a state of readiness for His coming. They
do not know the day nor the hour of that great event, but they
are assured of its certainty, and they need therefore to be looking
for that blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of their great
GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. Many events are to take place
before He comes, but they are to look beyond these to the great
moment when He will come again and receive His chosen, beloved
and redeemed people unto Himself.
We desire to dwell upon this thought of waiting for the coming
again of our LORD and MASTER. It is a topic which concerns all
the members of the LORD'S family, and it is very frequently referred
to in Scripture.
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1. First, we are taught that waiting for His coming can only be
the attitude of His true people.
His people love Him. Though they have not seen Him they
love Him, and, believing in Him, they rejoice with joy unspeakable
at the prospect of His return. They know that when He comes
they will be caught up to meet Him. They will be welcomed by
Him into the mansions He has gone to prepare. They will be with
Him where He is, and they will behold His glory. Hence they
wait for His coming from heaven. The Thessalonian saints, when
the Gospel came to them in power, "turned to GOD from idols to
serve the living and true GOD; and to wait for His SON from heaven,
Whom He raised from the dead, even JESUS, Which delivered us
from the wrath to come" (1 Thess. i. 9, 10).
Men of the world have no longing for His coming. They do not
adopt the attitude of waiting for His return. He is not precious
to them. He is not dear to their hearts. They have not tasted
of His grace. They have not experienced His mercy. They
despise and reject Him. They obey not His Gospel, and if, when
He returns, they are not numbered amongst those who are washed
in the blood of the LAMB He will "be revealed from heaven with
His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that
know not GOD, and that obey not the Gospel of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST . . . when He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and
to be admired in all them that believe" (2 Thess. i. 7-10). Only
the true people of GOD wait for His coming.

"Let me among Thy saints be found,
Whene'er the archangel's trump shall sound,
And see Thy smiling face :
Then with what rapture shall I sing,
While heaven's resounding mansions ring
With shouts of sovereign grace! "
2. Secondly, we are taught that waiting for His coming is an intellioent attitude.
It is the attitude of those who have some accurate knowledge
of the teaching of Scripture on this important and blessed subject.
We have seen that the Thessalonian saints were waiting for GOD'S
SON from heaven. How came. they to adopt this expectant
attitude? It was due to the teaching they had received from the
apostle when he first laboured among them. The Gospel which he
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preached to them included the good news of CHRIST'S return, and
the solemn news of the apostasy and the revelation of "the man
of sin" which were to precede His coming. This is clear from his
second Epistle to that Church. In reference to the day of the
LORD'S coming he says, " Let no man deceive you by any means:
for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called GOD, or that
is worshipped; so that he as GOD sitteth in the temple of GOD,
shewing himself that he is GOD. Remernher ye not, that, when I
~vas with yOlt, I told you these things" (2 Thess. ii. 1-5).
The truth about the coming great apostasy, then, had formed
a part of the apostle's testimony to the Thessalonians. This was
to precede the LORD'S coming, so that he declares of the man of sin
that the LORD shall consume him with the breath of His mouth,
and destroy him "with the brightness of His coming" (verse 8).
The overthrow of " the man of sin" will take place when the LORD
comes. Nevertheless, although these events were to precede the
LORD'S coming, that did not prevent the saints at Thessalonica
from looking forward with joyful anticipation to that blessed
event.
The late George Muller, writing in reference to the second chapter
of the second Epistle to the Thessalonians, says, "From thill,
portion of the inspired Word of GOD we learn that the LORD JESUS
will not come until after the manifestation of 'the apostasy' ,;
(The Sec(md C01ning of Christ, p. 20).
Our LORD also teaches us that ere the end of this dispensation
comes the Gospel must be preached for a witness unto all nations.
Moreover He teaches that His coming to gather together the elect
from the four winds would be preceded by a terrible event which
He calls the" great tribulation" (see Matt. xxiv. 14, 21, 29-31).
It is plain that our expectation of the LORD'S coming will be
influenced by our knowledge of the teaching of Scripture on this
great subject.
,
This subject occupies a far more important place in Scripture
than many seem to realize. It is true that there are many varieties
of interpretation on the subject, and this makes it difficult for
many of the LORD'S people to make up their minds as to what
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Scripture really teaches. In the last resort we must be guided
by the plain teaching of Scripture itself, and we need to pray,
"Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold clearly the teaching of
Thy Word on the promised return of my LORD and MASTER."
The fact of His coming is beyond dispute, and that coming is the,
glorious hope of His people.
3. Thirdly, we learn that waiting for His coming is an incentive
to a holy walk.
In view of that event the LORD says to His people, "Let your
loins be girded about, and your lights burning" (Luke xii. 35).
They are to be in a state of readiness to meet their MASTER. They
are to be shining as lights in the world. As" the day is at hand"
they are to cast ofi' the works of darkness and " put on the armour
of light." They are to deny" ungodliness and worldly lusts" and
" live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world, looking
for that blessed hope" (Rom. xiii. 12; Tit. ii. 11-14). The Apostle
Peter says, "Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober,
and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you
at the revelation of JESUS CHRIST" (1 Peter i. 13).
These passages show that the expectation of His coming should
stimulate His people to be diligent that they may be found of Him
in peace, without spot, and blameless (see 2 Peter iii. 14).
" Waiting for the LORD'S returning,
Be it ours His word to keep;
Let our lamps be always burning;
Let us watch while others sleep;
We're no longer of the night;
Wc are children of the light.
" Being of the favoured number
Whom the SAVIOUR calls His Own,
'Tis not meet that we should slumber,
Nothing should be left undone.
This should be His people's aim,
(Thomas Kelly.)
Still to glorify His name."
4. Fourthly, we learn that waiting for His coming has more or less
characterized the saints of GOD in all ages.
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Sarah all died
in faith. They" confessed that they were strangers and pilgriIllS on
the earth." They sought a country other than Canaan. They
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desired" a better country, that is an heavenly: wherefore GOD
is not ashamed to be called their GOD; for He hath prepared for
them a city." They" looked for a city which hath foundations."
To dwell in that city, however, in resurrection bodies is dependent
on the LORD'S coming again. With knowledge less clear than ours
probably they were nevertheless waiting for a state of blessedness
which in its flllness depended on the second coming of the Seed
of the woman Who was to bruise the head of the serpent. (See
Heb. xi. 1-16.)
J ob was surely waiting for His coming when He said, " I know
that mv
, REDEEMER liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter
day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms destroy
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see GOD: Whom I shall see for
myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another."
David was waiting for His coming when he said, " As for me,
I will behold Thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when
I awake, with Thy likeness" (Psalm xvii. 15).
The Roman saints were " waiting for the adoption, to wit, the
redemption of our body," an event which depends on His coming
(Rom. viii. 23). The Corinthian saints were "waiting for the.
coming (literally revelation) of our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (1 Cor. i.
7). The Philippian saints were looking for the SAVIOUR, the LORD
JESUS CHRIST, to come from heaven, and change the body of their
humiliation and fashion it like unto the body of His glory (Phi!. iii.
20, 21).
John Bradford, the Marian martyr, concludes his letter to Master
Warcup and other godly friends by saying, "Here is not our home:
therefore let us accordingly consider things, always having before
our eyes the heavenly Jerusalem. Remembering that the way
thither is by persecutions; the dear friends of GOD, how they have
gone it after the example of our SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST, Whose
footsteps let us follow, even to the gallows, if GOD so will, not
doubting, but that as He within three days rose again immortal,
even so we shall do in our time, that is, when the trump shall blow
and the angel shall shout, and the SON of MAN shall appear in the
clouds, with innumerable saints and angels, in majesty and great
glory: then shall the dead arise, and we shall be caught up into
the clouds to meet the LORD, and so be always with Him. Comfort
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yourselves with the words, and pray for me. From prison,
19 November, 1553." (Writings of John Bradford, R.T.S. edition,
p. 56.)
These illustrations are sufficient to show that in all ages the
people of GOD have been looking forward to the return of their
LORD.
5. Finally, we learn that waiting for His coming will ultimately
issue in eternal blessedness and ioy.
" Unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time
without sin unto salvation" (Heb. L'{. 28). The full salvation of
GOI;'S people will then take place. The dead in CHRIST shall be
raised with incorruptible bodies. Living believers will be changed.
This corruptible will put on incorruption. This mortal will put on
immortality. Victory over death will be the portion of the saints.
Full conformity with CHRIST'S image will then be experienced.
We shall see Him as He is, and be like Him, and consequently we
shall for ever be delivered from sin's presence. Then eternal life
and blessedness will be fully enjoyed. " Ye, beloved, building up
yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the HOLY GHOST,
keep yourselves in the love of GOD, looking for the mercy of our
LORD JESUS CHRIST unto eternal life" (Jude 20, 21).
Dear fellow-believers, are we waiting and longing for His coming?
Are we looking beyond all the present unrest, and sorrow, trial,
and temptation to that supreme event in the history of this sinstricken earth, when" the LoRD Himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trump
of GOD." Then it is that He will welcome His people into the
heavenly mansions. Then it is that they shall see the face of
Him Who loved them and washed them from their sins in His Own
blood. Then we shall find that they shall not be ashamed that
wait for Him.
" It shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our GOD; we have
waited for Him, and He will save us: this is the LORD; we have
waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation"
(Isaiah xxv. 9).
"THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
S/lJke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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THE ANGEL OF JEHOVAH ROUND ABOUT illS PEOPLE.
" The Angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that tear Hint,
and delivereth them."-PsALM xxxiv. 7.

L'f this precious psalm we read of "the Angel of the Lord," "the
eyes of the Lord," "the ears of the Lord," and "the face of the
Lord" (verses 7, 15, 16). His eyes watch over His people. His
ear bends down to listen to their cries. His face frowns upon
their enemies.
When we read of the Lord's eyes, His ears, and His face, we know
the expressions are used in a figurative sense, but when we read of
" the Angel of the Lord" we know that a Person is meant, and all
the teaching of this precious verse may be gathered round this
Person.
1. First, let it be observed that He Who encamps round about the
people of God is a Divine Pers07l.
" The Angel of the Lord" is often mentioned in the Old Testament, and there can be no doubt that He is One of the three Persons
in the sacred Trinity.
We read of Him in connection with Abraham. "The Angel of
the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, and
said, By Myself have I sworn, saith the Lord . . . that in blessing
I will bless thee" (Gen. xxii. 15-17). Thus the same Person Who
is called "the Angel or Messenger of J ehovah" is also called
Jehovah. He is at once Jehovah, and the sent One of Jehovah.
The same mysterious Angel appeared to Moses at the Bush and
called Himself "the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob" (Exod. iii. 2-7).
In both cases a Divine Being is meant. Created angels are sent
forth to minister to the heirs of salvation, but here an uncreated
Angel is spoken of, a Divine Person, One Who is the eternal God.
That Person no doubt is Christ, the eternal Son of God. Abraham
rejoiced to see His day, and He it was Who was with His people in
the wilderness (see 1 Cor. x. 4, 9). He," the Angel of the Covenant"
(Mal. iii. 1) is the Jehovah of the Old Testament 'Who frequently
appeared and Who spake by His Spirit in the prophets.
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It is a precious thought to realize that the angels are sent forth
to minister to the heirs of salvation. These angelic hosts are,
doubtless, IUeant when we read that "the mountain was full of
horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha" (2 Kings vi. 17).
In reference to this we may rightly sing," The hosts of God encamp around
The dwellings of the just;
Protection He affords to all
Who make His name their trust."
But at the head of the angelic host stands the Angel of Jehovah.
He is "the Captain of the Lord's hos~" (Joshua v. 14, 15). Not
only do His angels minister to His people, but He Himself also
ministers to them. Net only do they surround them that fear the
Lord with their presence, but" as the mountains are round about
Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His people frOID henceforth
even for ever" (Psalm cxxv. 2). He it is Who is meant when the
psalmist says, "The Angel of the Lord encampeth round about
them that fear Him, and delivereth them."
Art thou, dear reader, amongst them that fear the Lord, and
that think upon His Name? If so, He Himself surrounds thee.
He is like "a wall of fire round about" thee (Zech. ii. 5). If,
therefore, this Divine Being be ,vith thee and for thee, who cau
be against thee? "The Covenant Angel, the Lord Jesus, at the
head of all the bands of heaven, surrounds with His army the
dwellings of the saints. Like hosts entrenched so are the ministering spirits encamped around the Lord's chosen, to serve and succour,
to defend and console them. On every side the watch is kept by
warriors of sleepless eyes, and the Captain of the host is One "Those
prowess none can resist. We little know how many providential
deliverances we owe to those unseen hands which are charged to
bear us up, lest we dash our foot against a stone" (Spurgeon's
Treasury of David).
2. Secondly, notice that He Who encamps round about His people
is a Divine Messengm".
The word" angel" means messenger. "The Angel of the Lord"
is, therefore, the Messenger or Sent One of the Lord. He is J ehovah,
and yet He is sent by Jehovah, showing that He is a distinct
Person in the Trinity. And "Tho is the Person ·Who has been sent
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by Jehovah 1 Surely, it is the Father's eternal and only-begotten
Son. "God sent jorth His Son to redeem them that were under the
law" (Gal. iv. 4, 5). He" sent His Son to be the propitiation for
our sins" (1 John iv. 10). He is the One" 'Whom the Father hath
sanctified, and sent into the world" (John x. 36).
Thus the Father Himself loveth His people. He sent His
Messenger to redeem them, and He sends His Messenger to encamp
round about them. He sent Him to Abraham just as He lifted
up the knife to slay his son. He sent him to Moses to assure him
of the deliverance of His people from the bondage of Egypt.
In the fulness of ~ime He sent Him to become incarnate that He
might die the Just for the unjust, and thus redeem them from
merited wrath. That same Person now surrounds His people as
the result of the Father's eternal purpose and plan in regard to His
chosen family.
3. Thirdly, notice that He Who surrounds His people is a Divine
Deliverer.
He surrounds them to deliver them. His delivering mercies are
many in number.
His people are often beset with fears. A horrible dread of possible trouble sometimes overwhelms them. Many fears of what
may happen in the near future sometimes take possession of their
hearbs. These fears may be partly due to the state of their nerves.
They have a morbid dread lest this or that terrible thing has happened, or may happen. These fears are very real to those who are
affected by them, and they cause much mental suffering.
. Doubtless, if there was more faith there would be less fear.
Doubtless, too, fear is a want of faith, and a want of faith is sin ;
for it is a failure to trust in J ehovah fully. Still, there it is, and
there can be no doubt that all the Lord's people have their fears,
some more and some less.
Now the Angel of the Lord delivers His people from their fears.
"I sought the Lord," the psalmist says, "and He delivered me
from all my fears" (verse 4).
Sometimes He says in effect to His people, " Why are ye fearful,
o ye of little faith 1 " (Matt. viii. 26). As much as to say, If you
trusted Me fully, you would say, "With Christ in the vessel we'll
smile at the storm."
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Fear arises from anxiety, and the apostle says to believers, " In
nothing be anxious" (Phi!. iv. 6, R.V.). The Angel of the Lord'
calms the anxious, troubled and fearful minds of His people by
enabling them to stay their minds trustfully on Him.
He delivers His people from troubles. The fears of God's
people often do not materialize. The things they feared, often
never happen. But real troubles do come, and then they need
deliverance. 'Veil, notice these words, " This poor man cried, and
the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles" (verse 6).
The Angel of the Lord delivers His people from dangers.
Damel was in danger when he was cast into the den of lions,
but His God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths, so that
they did not hurt him (Dan. vi. 20).
Elisha was in danger when the Syrian army surrounded Dothan,
but the unseen hosts who were with him were greater in power
than the Syrians, and he was delivered (2 Kings vi. 14-18). However great our dangers may be, the Angel of Jehovah is able to
deliver us.
The Angel of the Lord delivers His people from want. " There
is no want to them that fear Him" (Psalm xxxiv. 9). He delivers
them from the penalty of their sins. He" saveth such as be of a
contrite spirit" (verse 18).
The Apostle Paul experienced His delivering mercies. He says,
"The Lord stood with me . . . and I was delivered out of the
mouth of the lion. And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil
work, and will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom" (2 Tim.
iv. 17, 18). We are often at a loss to deliver ourselves from trials,
but as Peter expresses it, "The Lord knoweth how to deliver the
godly out of temptation" (2 Peter ii. 9). He has both the necessary
wisdom and the needed power to extricate His people from every
trouble which may beset them.
4. Lastly, notice that it is round about them that fear Him that He
encamps.
This assurance of the presence and surrounding power of the
Angel of the Lord is not given to everybody. It is only given to
" them that fear Him." That does not describe men in general.
Of them it is written, "There is no fear of God before their eyes.'"
That is a solemn description of men in general, and of all men in-
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their natural state. They do not reverence God their Creator;
they do not reverence His holy Word; nor do they reverence His
holy day.
There is a company of people, however, scattered all over the
world, who fear the Lord and who think upon His name. The Lord
has put His fear in their hearts. He has given them new hearts
that they may fear Him for ever (see Jer. xxxii. 39, 40). These
are people who have been quickened by the Holy Ghost. They
have been convinced of their sins. They have been led to behold
'Christ as the One Who was wounded for their transgressions and
bruised for their iniquities. With His stripes they have been
.healed. Through His atoning blood they have been forgiven.
The Angel of the Lord loved them, and washed them from their
sins in His Own blood. They had been chosen in Him ere the
foundation of the world was laid, and as a result they were called
out of darkness into His marvellous light. Now they are walking
in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, and
they are precious to the Angel of J ehovah. He cares for them.
He loves them. He surrounds them, and He keeps them. His
eyes are ever upon them for good, and His ears are attent to their •
prayers. Truly, they are a favoured people. 0, dear readers, are
you all numbered amongst them that fear the Lord ~ If so, what
mercies are yours. The Lord Jesus Himself, the Angel of J ehovah,
is ever near to you. He surrounds you with His presence, and He
hath said that He will never leave you nor forsake you. Be of
good comfort then; for wherever you are He is with you and round
about you.
" The angels' Lord Himself is nigh
To them that love His name,
Ready to save them when they cry
And put their foes to shame."
(J. Newton.)

Whitington Vicarage
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR

(Tlwmas Houghton).

IF you ask how the righteousness of another can be made yours ~
It must be in the same way that Christ was made sin. He had no sin
of His Own, and yet He was made sin by imputation; .and believers
have no righteousness of their own, and yet are made righteous by
imputation.-W. Romaine.

.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefoTe aTt thou come? Then
came they, and laid hands on Jesus, a.nd took him."-i\iATT. xxvi. 50.
As these words were read in the second lesson on a certain Sabbath in
Church, a worshipper sat meditating upon them, pondering over the
depth of their meaning, and marvelling at the incomprehensible love
which was contained in them as they passed the lips of the blessed
Son of God. It is true that the word used here only signifies a comrade,
an associate or companion, as was addressed to followers, retainers
and servants. We find the word in this same Gospel (xx. 13) in the
parable of the labourers and again in xxii. 12 in the parable of the
marriage supper. These references stand out in striking contrast to
others, such as we find in terms of endearment used by our blessed
Lord, when, for instance, He spoke of " our friend Lazarus." "Ye
are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you," where the word
signifies loved, beloved, dear.
Now we know, by the Divine Spirit's teaching in the holy Word.,
how all that Judas did and was to do was by the predeterminate
council of God, " The Son of Man indeed goeth as it is written of Him,
but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. Good were
it for that man if he had never been born." But here is the base
traitor, one who had been an associate and companion disciple of the
Lord, who was willing to betray his Lord and Master for thirty pieces
of silver. He it was who did eat of Christ's bread and who lifted
up his heel against Him. The meditation on that Sabbath morn
continued and increased in sweetness and weightiness. How could He
call Judas, the traitor, "friend" 1 . If He had said, Now here comes
the base traitor and betrayer to do his deadly deed; here is the child
and willing tool of the devil who is come to betray innocent blood
into wicked hands-we should have thought it more in keeping with
the facts. The last words of Jesus to Satan's accomplice were, " That
thou doest, do quickly," as Judas left the supper room and went out
into the night of darkness and devilry. None of those disciples around
their Lord understood to what intent their Lord had thus spokenwhile some in their ignorance thought He was referring to the bag and
that he should give something to the poor.
A short while after, Jesus, in the Garden of Gethsemane, said to His
sleeping disciples, "Rise and let us be going: behold he is at hand
that doth betray Me. While He yet spake, 10, Judas, one of the twelve,
came, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from
the chief priests and elders of the people. Now, he that betrayed Him
gave them a sign, saying, whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is He,
hold Him fast. And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, Master,
and kissed Him. And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou
come 1 ,Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took Him"
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And there flashed out of the verse such a ray of precious truth, that
Jesus could even then in that hour of betrayal and agony, when He was
taking upon Himself the sins aggregate of the whole Election of grace,
see only in that Satanic emissary the instrument to send Him back
to heaven and to the glory of His Father, which He had before the world
began.
In every act of everyone of His enemies, Jesus saw only His Father's
purpose, will, and decree being fulfilled, although by " wicked hands,"
He was to be crucified and slain.
"No power" was theirs except as it was given them. Christ as
Jehovah's Obedient Servant chose that instrument who should do the
deed of hellish darkness. "Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of
you is a devil ~" Judas was the only one of that little company so
highly privileged to go in and out with their Lord and Master who had
not living faith implanted in his heart. The service in the House of
Prayer continued, and the preacher entered the pulpit and read. out
for his text Exodus ix. 16, " And in very deed for this cause have I
raised thee up, for to show in thee I1fy power; and that My name may
be declared throughout all the earth." In bringing out the determinate
council of Jehovah overruling the hardening of Pharaoh's heart that
in him should be seen the power of God, the hearer in the pew enjoyed
a corroboration of her own meditation as to the supreme will and power
of God.
Is He about to send judgment on a world, or nation, or people ~ He
can work by the slightest of instruments and fulfil His counsel.
The wrath of an Egyptian monarch against His ancient people is
only" thus far and no farther" by Divine restraint. Yea, he is raised
up " for this very cause," that in him should Jehovah's " power" be
felt and seen. Pharaoh can have no other will than to obey. The
Lord bardened his heart again and again, so that he would not let the
children of Israel go until the set moment of emancipation.
Tbe sword of war may be the enemy's, but the hand is that of God.
With Beddome we love to sing how,
" He in the thickest darkness dwells,
Performs His work, the cause conceals:

And whilst His methods are unknown,
Judgment a.nd Truth support His Throne."
Thus, without furtber enlarging, we return to our subject of Judas
being the chosen instrument in the New Testament to do the deadly
deed, betray the Lord of life and glory.
And the gentle, holy, meek, and merciful Jesus speaks those words,
" Friend, wherefore a.rt thou come ~ " though He knew that Judas was
a vile deceiver and traitor. Eternal love to His people, whom He was
about to redeem by His most precious blood, was conveyed in tbose
words to the traitor, " Friend, wherefore art thou come ~ " and eternal
condemnation also was conveyed in them to him wbo betrayed tbat
innocent blood. If a "friend," wby did he come with swords and
staves and this multitude ~ If a foe, wby this kiss ~ Oh! bow it must
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have stung that guilty conscience! How it must have hastened him
out of that Divinely pure, lovely and holy presence, to hide himself,
to hang himself, to go to his own place, and amongst his own associates
in those eternal Hames which will never be quenched.
But for all this, Jesus could say, " Now is the Father glorified and
God is glorified in Him." He had but to " pray to His Father and He
would give Him more than twelve legions of angels." An angelic army
could at once have been dispatched from heaven, and help could thus
have been Divinely given. But not so. Jesus was about to save His
people. It was for the saving of " others" indeed that He could not,
He would not save Himself. It was the Just One in the place of the
unjust ones. It was the making of the Captain of His people's salvation "perfect through suffering," that He became the voluntary,
willing and glorious Substitute. Oh wondrous, perfect, unparalleled
love! Its heights we shall never scale. Its depths we shall never
fathom. Its breadth and width we shall never measure. Throughout
the countless ages of eternity we shall go on. from glory unto glory
singing the eternal praises of the Lamb that was slain for us.
" In thy surety thou art free,
His dear hands were pierced for thee,
With His spotless vesture on,
Holy as the Holy One.
" Oh, the heights snd depths of grace!
Shining with Meridian blaze;
Here the sacred records show
Sinners black, bnt comely too.
Saints dejected, cease to mourn,
Faith shall soon to vision turn :
You the Kingdom shall obtain,
And with Christ exalted reign." (Kent.)
l!

Children of God! Death as included in the saints' inventory would
never have been bequeathed to us, but for Jesus Who has turned
the curse into a blessing, having conquered it by His Own death. He
has plucked the sting from its curse. Now He sends death to kill
sin in His people, and to gather them home to where He is and to be
for ever with Him. Thus the saint, so oft cast down and affiicted with
sin, daily battling with sin without and sin within, is constantly longing
for this wondrous, this glorious change of
"Blissful dawn of heavenly Day,
When sin shall cease, and death shall die,
And Christ His Glory shall display
And beam upon my ravished eye."
Thus Death is a friend and not' a foe, or rather, a foe shorn
of his power, for those who fall asleep in Jesus. "The last
enemy to be destroyed is death." Satan knows this full well.
Hence he tries and tortures and worries (the minds of the dear
suffering saints of God on their death-beds. But he does not prevail
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eventually. It may be for a time they seem to have no comfort and
are full of fears, lest after all their religion has been a delusion. An
angelic convoy is sent from heaven to watch over, guard and convey
the dying saint safe over the waters of Jordan, and a Voice is heard
when his ear may be dead to all earthly sounds, " It is I, be not afraid."
With those everlasting, never-failing arms of Covenant mercy and
faithfulness, the redeemed soul is gathered to his eternal home. In
one of the most edifying and gracious memoirs ever written (I refer
to that of Mrs. Hawke by Miss Cecil), as Mrs. Hawke np.ared the end
of her pilgrimage she said, " Speaking of the joy of those who are one
with Christ--' The flames, the low dungeon, the sick chamber, the
dying bed, have often been made a Bethel, and the very gate of heaven.'
It is promised that even' the last enemy' shall not harm us; for' He
will swallow up death in victory.' 'All things, 0 Christian,' says an
old writer, 'are thine,' and shall work together for thy good. Life's
distresses, languishing and final period, the time, manner and circumstances of thy death, are among the blessings purchased for thee by
the precious blood of Christ. Death and the grave could not be
amongst the saints' inventory of blessings, or in the triumph of his
faith, had not the cross of Christ destroyed all that was evil in them,
and made them friendly and harmless to His people.' 'This assurance,'
continued Mrs. Hawke, ' to such as you, drawing near to the grave, is
very comforting. My mind dwells much on death; and I want to
learn, with the blessed apostle, to die daily.'
"Her prayer was answered. There was not much said in that
chamber of death; all was solemn, all was silent, save when the dying
child of Adam uttered a groan, save when the living child of the second
Adam breathed a prayer. But there was no one in that sacred chamber
who was not sensible that the Lord was there. The High and Holy
One Who inhabiteth eternity was with this lowly contrite one to
revive her heart and spirit. His everlasting Arms were underneath
the sufferer. All was peace; and the beams of the Sun of Righteousness were shining through this chamber of death; for all was love,
love to God, love to all the saints. Heaven was drawing nigh; and
hope was going forth to meet it; and faith laid her soul, like a passive
infant, in the arms of her Saviour.
" Just before the end Mrs. Hawke's mind was bowed down to depths
of painful disquietude, unable to realize the presence of her Saviour;
and harassed with the fiery darts of the great enemy of souls, who
would have persuaded her she had no interest in the death and passion
of our adorable Redeemer. But Satan was bruised under her feet;
the temptation vanished before the bright beams' of the Sun of
Righteousness. It was only a passing cloud at the dawn of a glorious
day, to which no night should succeed."
ilnd what the Lord has done for everyone of His dying saints, dear
reader, He will do for you when you come to that solemn spot of need,
and you shall assuredly find dying grace for a dying hour.
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SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE MR. JOHN E. fuZLETON, AT
STREATLEY HALL, LONDON, N.W., ON SUNDAY MORNING,
JANUARY 9TH, 1916.

" And one cried unto another and said, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord
of Hosts; the whole earth -is full of His glory."-lsAIAH vi. 3.

ISAIAH the prophet bears a name which signifies "The Salvation of
Jehovah," and his name sets forth the blessed substance of his prophecy
from beginning to end. In the first chapter we have, as it were, an
epitome of the whole prophecy. The chapters succeeding the first
are the opening out on the one hand of the awful damning character
of sin, and on the other hand of the great and glorious salvation
which God has provided in and by His dear Son. The substance of
the prophecy is contained in these words in the first chapter, " Come
now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord; though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool" (verse 18).
Now this man, one of the royal family of J udah, was an object of
God's sovereign grace and mercy, and in this chapter we have what
we should call, Isaiah's call by grace. We have in this chapter the
way in which the Lord was pleased to meet with him. In all the
great essentials the call by grace of every poor sinner is set forth in
this chapter. I do not mean that we all see a heavenly vision in the
sense in which Isaiah did, but the substance and essence of what this
chapter contains is made precious to the experience of every child of
God. The call by grace of Isaiah was coincident with his call to the
prophetic office, and he tells us about these two calls in this chapter.
Some of the prophecies of our God abound in visions. Take for
instance, Zechariah. Vision after vision occurs in that prophecy.
In Isaiah there is only one vision recorded, and that is the vision of
the 6th chapter; all else is direct declaration which he was inspired
to give in the name of his faithful Covenant-keeping God. See how
Divinely, how clearly, how simply the narrative proceeds. I say
" simply" although it deals with depths which we cannot fathom,
and although here we listen to the breaking of the waves of eternity
upon the shore of Time; yet everything is profoundly and blessedly
clear and simple.
The prophet Isaiah saw the Lord Jehovah as we might render this
Divine title. He saw J ehovah sitting upon a throne, high and lifted
up, and His train filled the temple. You say, he saw God. Yes, but
we must come nearer to the heart of things than this. Who was it
Who is described here as Jehovah sitting upon this throne 1 It was
Jehovah the Son; it was the Son of God, the Second Person in the
ever blessed Trinity, He Who was afterwards to become incarnate as
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the Lord Jesus Christ. And what proof have we that He Whose train
filled the temple, and Who sat upon this lofty throne, was no other
than the Eternal Son of God 1 The Apostle John, in the 41st verse
of the 12th chapter. of his Gospel, says, " These things "-alluding to
this chapter-" these things said Esaias when he saw His glory, and
spake of Him." Behold then, Jehovah the Son upon the throne of
glory, manifesting forth the glory of the Father. And behold in
Isaiah a man who had the application of these Divine truths brought
home to his heart by the power of the ever blessed Spirit.
Our text tells us that the seraphim, the holy angels, cry, Holy, holy,
holy unto the Lord of Hosts; that is, we have an ascription of praise
here to the Divine Trinity. Holy is the Father! Holy is the Son!
Holy is the Holy Ghost! And in the 4th of Revelation which I read
to you, we have still that heavenly anthem sung now our Lord has
passed into the glory. Holy, holy, holy unto the Lord God Almighty.
The Trinity in unity are here: a sight of a Triune J ehovah maniested in the Son of God is here. Let us look at these words as they
stand in this verse, and in the context, under a threefold aspect. First
of all I would speak of the proclamation, "Holy, holy, holy is the
Lord of Hosts." Secondly of the prostration which this proclamation
produces in a poor sinner-undone, unclean. Thirdly, an.d lastly, the
pardon which invariably comes to one confessing uJidoneness and
uncleanness through a manifestation of the holiness of Jehovah to
his soul. Proclamation, prostration, pardon.
Of what avail would it be for me to dwell-if I were able-in an
abstract way upon the holiness of the Eternal God 1 What we need
is that we may have such a sight of that holiness as will bring us down,
and lay us low, such that the holiness of our God may not be an
attribute about which our minds may revolve, but that it may be
felt in our consciences and experienced in our hearts. It was in the
light of the holiness of God that the prophet felt himself to be undone.
It is all very well for people to say, "Lord, have mercy upon us
miserable sinners." I am not speaking in any captious way, but it
is one thing to say that, and quite another·thing to be brought down
low, and to have the cry for mercy wrung out of our very hearts by
the vision of the holiness of our God.
You say, "But this vision relates to the prophet, to his call by
grace, and his call to the prophetic office. You may say it relates
to the people of his day. God said that He would in judgment so
deal with them that their ears should not hear, or their hearts understand. You may say it refers to the future of God's ancient people.
I admit that it is so, but it refers also to you and to me, and this is
the light in which I would seek to look upon these words at this time.
What a view does our text, and the song of the seraphim, give of the
Godhead and the Eternal Sonship of the Lord of Life and Glory!
Here Isaiah saw Him in a vision, but it was a vision of His own
essential reality. He saw Him as essential Glory. He saw Him in
the glory which He had with the Father before the world began. He
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saw the Son of God on this throne, high and lifted up. Isaiah had a
vision of the Eternal. He said this took place in the year that Uzziah
died. There you have the passing as contrasted with the Eternal!
Kings may become lepers; kings die; kings pass away, but God,
Thy throne endureth for ever and ever, and the throne of our God
is the throne of His Christ. On the one hand is U zziah, a shadow
as it .were, a leper passing into the unseen; a leper through his own
sin and folly. And there is the eternal and ever living God.
Now look at the seraphim who proclaimed Holy, holy, holy. Each
is described in this chapter, and again in the 4th of The Revelation,
as having six wings; two to cover the face; two to cover the feet,
and with two to fly. Axe we to suppose that the angels of God have
literally six wings 1 This is a vision of eternal realities, and in order
to bring down those realities to our poor feeble comprehension, the
truth of God has been revealed to us by the Holy Spirit in this figurative
form.
Let us ask ourselves the question, What do these wings signify as
described in connection with the seraphim 1 With twain each one
did cover his face. It means this, that those brought near to the
eternal God are always overwhelmed-overwhelmed by His holiness,
whether they be angels, or poor, lost and ruined sinners.
" The more Thy glory strike. mine eyes,
The humbler I sballlie."
And I do crave for myself, and for you, my dear people, that there
may be a holy and reverential fear in our religion. I do not crave
that we should have the spirit of slavish fear; that is quite another
matter, but we want reverence in connection with that which we
profess. If the holy angels, who have never sinned, so realize the
ineffable holiness of God that each covers his face with his wings,
how much more should you and I! Look at Abraham. When the
Lord talked with him he said, " I am but dust and ashes." Look at
Moses with whom the Lord spoke face to face as a man talketh unto
his friend! At the burning bush he took his sandals from off his feet,
because the very presence of the Lord made it holy ground! Look
at Elijah. He could face all the prophets of Baal without a tremor,
but when at Horeb he hears the" still small Voice," he wraps his
mantle about his head and prostrates himself before the Lord his God.
Listen to what dear David says in relation to the assemblies which he
frequented. "God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints,
and to be had in reverence of all them that are about Him." Holy,
holy, holy-reverential worship; and when a poor sinner is brought
down low by a sense of the ineffable holiness of God, he worships.
" With twain he covered his feet." What does this mean 1 No
proud, unhumbled heart can possibly worship God. No one here this
morning who is of a proud unhumbled heart and cherishing that spirit,
though he bends his head in prayer, though he stands up to sing, has
a grain of spiritual worship in him. Hence the angels veil their faces
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on the one hand because of being brought near to the holiness of God,
and on the other hand they veil their feet; that is, their service is
swallowed up in God.
Explain a little more. This is what I mean. Self is lost in the
glory of Christ. John the Baptist knew what this was when they said
to him, Now who are you 1 "I am the voice of one crying in the
wilderness, make straight in the desert a highway for our God." This
I know, that in proportion as we become conversant, through Divine
teaching, with the great and grand things of eternity, the face will be
veiled, and the feet will be veiled; we shall not be talking about our
" work for Jesus." We shall not want to be numbered among those
who are perpetually calling themselves" Christian workers," but with
the love of Christ in our heart, the feet will be veiled, and self will
be lost in the Lord Jesus Christ.
" And with twain he did fly." There you have the blessed obedience
which the power of Divine grace and love produces in the heart of a
smner.
Now the holiness of God-the holiness of the Lord, where is it seen 1
First of all in the Law. There the holiness of God brightly, powerfully,
blessedly shines. Where else is the holiness of God to be seen 1 In
this Book. The two parts of the Bible are called" Holy Scripture,"
because they constitute the message of a holy God, and because every
page of the Word of God breathes holiness.
But the holiness of God is seen not only in the Law and in the Word,
but mediated in the Lord Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, the
incarnate Jehovah-Holy in His birth, holy in His life, holy in His
sufferings, holy in Gethsemane, holy in Resurrection and in Ascension.
Now what do you know, you dear people here, what do you know
about the holiness of God 1 "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts."
Do you know aught of the holiness of God as manifested in the Law,
that is, has the Law by its light shone into your heart and shown
to you your innate defilement, sinfulness, undoneness and uncleanness 1
Has the Word of the living God appealed to you as a holy and searching
and probing Word 1 Has the Christ of God spoken to you, and been
manifested to you as the incarnation of the holiness and the majesty
and the tenderness, and the mercy of our God 1 But we shall touch
upon this a little later on. Here are the three places where the holiness
of God is revealed to the sinner. Where do you stand 1 Have you
never seen that holiness 1· Has that holiness brought you down 1
Has it set your secret sins in the light of God's countenance, and has
God in the light of His holiness ever entered into a controversy with
you about the sins of your youth 1 "Holy, holy, holy."
Now look again with regard to the holiness of God. In the 8th
chapter of this prophecy, and the 14th verse, we have this concerning
Him Who is sitting upon this throne which Isaiah beheld-" He
shall be for a Sanctuary." How does that come about 1 How does
the Holy, Holy, Holy Lord of Hosts become a Sanctuary for poor,
lost and rnined sinners 1
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Since Isaiah's day, since he saw Him on that throne, He has been
down upon this earth as the incarnate suffering Saviour. He has
risen, He has ascended, He is glorified. The throne is still there. You
notice in our chapter there is no description given of the Person of
Him Who sits upon the throne because God, viewed as God, in His
essential being is indescribable; He is a Spirit. But now look! "I
looked, and 10, a Lamb as it had been slain, a Lamb in the midst of the
throne." That same throne is still dwelt upon by the same eternal
Son, but now it is the Son of God, God the Son, manifested in the
Lamb, shining upon poor lost and rnined sinners in all the glory and
blessedness of His grace. "He shall be for a Sanctuary," able to
save, able to keep, able to present you faultless before the presence
of His glory with exceeding joy! A Sanctuary! "He is not ashamed
to call us brethren." Hence Jeremiah says, " A glorious high throne
from the beginning is the place of our Sanctuary."
Look, dear friends; the whole world is shaken at the present
moment; the foundations of the earth are out of course; kingdoms are
waning. But no shakings down here can interfere with the eternal purpose of the Lamb in the midst of the throne. And what is that eternal
purpose! To in-gather His own people. What is His eternll.l purpose!
To comfort His people! To give unto them that which His Father
has given unto Him! What is His eternal purpose! Expecting until
all His enemies shall be put under His feet and Christ shall take unto
Himself His great power and reign. Here then is the intense holiness
of God as manifested in this vision.
Now look at the Prostmtion which inevitably follows a manifestation
of the holiness of God. I do pray more and more, that the consciences
of the people to whom I speak, may be deeply and powerfully touched.
What is the holiness of God to you, if it does not prostrate you and
bring you down! The holiness of God, when it is felt, withers up
all self-complacency. A self complacent Christian! I can understand
that left to ourselves we may fall into the snare of self-complacency,
but where the holiness of God is realized, self-complacency withers
right up. What saith the Psalmist! "In Thy Light shall we see
light." Alexander Pope, the eminent poet, says somewhere, "The
proper study of mankind is man." But that is like a good many
other things that he said, it won't bear weighing up in the balances
of the Sanctuary. How can I know myself! It is an important
knowledge. How can I know myself !-what I am! You can never
know yourself in the study of yourself. That will never bring you to
a real knowledge of yourself. Hence those men who have deeply
studied themselves, have become philosophers, about the most useless
of beings in the world of mind and intellect. Philosophy has never
brought a man a step towards the knowledge of himself. It is not
in the study of yourself that you find out what you are, but you find
out about yourself in the revealed light of God's holiness. When
God's holiness lights up my soul, then I see my own innate defilement,
that from head to foot I am full of wounds and bruises and putrefying
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sores. What is it that brings a poor sinner to say with real feeling,
" I have sinned and come short of the glory of God"! It is by seeing
that glory in some measure as revealed to his soul; seeing the holiness
of God; having a real standard of holiness displayed hefore him.
Then we see what sinners we are, how awfully short we have come
in thought, word and deed.
Now this brings us to a cardinal truth in relation to Divine teaching
and Christian experience, viz., that the knowledge of sin can alone
come by the teaching of God the Holy Ghost. And it is a most
humbling thing to be taught the knowledge of sin by God the Holy
Ghost; to be broken down, absolutely broken down as a sinner before
the Lord God; to be brought to say-not with a mock humility"I am good for nothing." "If a man "-let us read the Word from
the last chapter of the Epistle to the Galatiallf, and the 3rd verse,
"If a man think himself to be something when he is nothing, he
deceiveth himself." You may in mock humility say to some other
man or woman, " Oh I am just nothing; I am a very poor creature."
You do not half mean it; but when the holiness of God shines into
your soul, and you have a little realization of what God is in His glory
and majesty, you think nothing of yourself. How often do we have
to be taught that we are nothing! It is a life-long work, and a very
heavy work too. The Apost,le Paul was caught up into the third
heaven, and was so favoured there with a sight of the glory of the Lord
that" lest he should be exalted above measure" a messenger of Satan,
a thorn in the flesh, was sent to buffet him. If the Apostle-blessed,
blessed man-needed a thorn in the flesh to bring him down, we need
a great mlmy to bring us down "lest we should be exalted above
measure." Oh brethren and sisters, ask God to give you a deeper
knowledge of sin by the Holy Ghost revealing unto you the holiness
of a Triune God. "But that will make us miserablc"! Yes, but
it will be the precursor of joy such as you know nothing of now. No
natural process will bring it about. What a strange travesty that is
which the disciples of Loyola-the Jesuits-have. When they are in
training, they are secluded, with brief intermissions for sleep and food,
and have to contemplate pictures setting forth the sufferings of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Oh what an awful delusion the whole of that is !
No natural process, no artistic representations, nothing that pertains
to the flesh can give to a poor sinner a sight of the holiness of God.
It is the work-let us put honour upon Him-the work of God the
Holy Ghost. It is the work of the Divine Spirit. Hence our blessed
Lord said, " When He is come, He will reprove (or convince) the world
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment." And how does the Holy
Ghost manifest the holiness of God to a poor sinner! Mostly, usually
by the application of the Word, and very often through the ministry
of the everlasting Gospel. Oh that He would be pleased to use both
means in connection with our little gatherings here!
Now all this brings into blessed relief the everlasting Gospel. You
can never overestimate the Gospel, never. As to its origin, as to its
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substance, as to its power, the Gospel meets this end. The Gospel
is this. There is no ill that we can suffer that the Gospel does not
provide against. There is no sin that we have committed that the
Gospel is not the remedy for. There is no need that can arise in our
souls that the Gospel cannot supply. It meets us at every point in
our experience; it meets the nothings; it meets the base things of
the world; it meets those who have had every atom of their selfcomplacency withered up; it meets me in my far-off place, in my
sadness and heart-break.
" Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts." Hear a prostrate sinner
crying, through the light of the holiness of God shining upon him,
Unclean, Undone. Now listen to this. By His death He hath reconciled you and is able to present you holy, unblamable, unreprovable
in His sight! Praise and bless God for the Gospel for lost and helpless
sinners. He Who died on Calvary, He Who is now the Lamb in the
midst of the throne, carrying up to that throne the holy nature which
He assumed, is able and willing, and He will present us holy, unblamable and unreprovabJe in His sigbt.
Thirdly, Pardon. Isaiah cries Unclean, undone I Where was he
standing when he thus cried 1 He was not a priest, and therefore he
was not permitted to enter within the doors of the temple itself; but,
in common with all Israelites he was permitted to stand in the great
outer court. He was staniling when he cried Unclean, undone, near
the Brasen Altar, in the forecourt of the temple, and to that altar any
Israelite, conscious of sin, and bringing the sacrifice, was permitted
to approach. Confession of sin, Unclean, undone. The truth was
there though it had not been expressed in syllables at that time--" If
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." There is the holiness of GodHe is just to forgive us our sins! Have you thought of the position
of the Pu blican and the Pharisee 1 They both went up to the temple
to pray. Where were they 1 In the outer court. What did the
Pharisee say 1 He prayed with himself, with no reference to the
Sacrifice. What ilid the Publican say 1 "God be merciful to me a
sinner." What does that mean 1 Merciful on the ground of the
Sacrifice I The publican stood where the sacrifice was, and said, Lord
have mercy upon me the sinner because of the Sacrifice I Hence the
experience of the publican and that of Isaiah were in this respect one
and the same. Now" God is faithful," because of His holiness, to
all His promises and undertakings. Hence in the 17th of John the
Lord Jesus Christ says, "Holy Father," bless My people; deal with
them because of what I have done. And if you this morning are a
poor sinner, staniling by faith under the Cross of Jesus, by the side
of that brazen Altar, you are perfumed with the merits of the Sacrifice
of your dear Lord, and though you confess" Unclean, undone," you
shall know the powerful application of Divine grace, love and mercy.
Application I Who can give the application 1 George Wlritfield
continually cried at the close of his sermons, " Now Lord, the applica-
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tion." One of the seraphim flew and took a live coal from off the
altar, and laid it upon Isaiah's lips and told him that his iniquity was
purged. In other words he was made to partake of the benefits on
that altar of the atoning and finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Have you noticed of the vesstls of the Tabernacle, that every vessel
outside the building was brazen; every vessel inside was gold; brass
setting forth the strength of the Lord Jesus Christ in bearing tbe load
of His people's sins, and of putting them away by the sacrifice of
Himself? He is not only the Offering but the Altar also. The golden
vessels signified His Divine nature, His finished work, His glory, the
golden intercession of our Lord, the golden table that held the shewbread; the golden ark that contained the manna, the golden lid which
is the Mercy Seat--cleansing and removal.
The Lord give to us then that we may know the pardoning grace
and mercy of our God removing all guilt by a crucified and bloodshedding Saviour, and bringing" life more abundantly" to our souls.
And the Lord give to us the vision, for it is written, " Where there is
no vision the people perish." May we seek to see ourselves in the
light of the Cross; seek that we may have Isaiah's blessed experience,
" Thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin has been forgiven."

BIRD TYPES.
THE world in summer seems full of winged life, full of beauty and
song and activity. One feels the very spirit of praise is in the air.
Have you ever noticed, dear reader, how frequently our Lord has
referred to bird life, and suggested that His saints partake of the
characteristics of bird life also 1 He gives us simple, every-day objects
to make His love and care very evident, and the references to wings
in especial are very sweet and cheering.
1. Wings of safety. Safety from bondage, safety from sin. He
brought Israel out of Egypt in wonderful deliverances from the bondage
of cruel taskmasters and oppressors. You know the story; and
speaking to Moses on one occasion He said, "Ye have seen what I did
unto the Egyptians and how I bare you on eagle's wings and brought
you unto Myself." The eagle is always associated with strength, and
with strength He brought them out of Egypt. The believer knows
from what deep Egyptian darkness and sin he has been brought out
on the Almighty wings of safety, brought to Himself, through the allprevailing blood of Jesus.
2. The wings of support (see Deut. xxxii. 11). "As an eagle . . .
spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings
(her young ones), so the Lord alone did lead him." Borne on eagle's
wings, lifted up, supported, carried by the Lord Himself, the believer
is sustained. The Lord does not deliver and leave. No, He knows
our helplessness and is Himself our constant support as well as Deliverer.
3. David wrote of the sheUering wings. He was assailed by the
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enemy and cried, "Hide me under the shadow of Thy wings" (Psa.
xvii. 8), and the dear child of God now often cries,
U

Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide,

'Till the storm of life be past."
He realizes his exposed position and his need of shelter from the open.
4. Wings of satisfMtion. This same David acknowledges with joy
how abundantly his prayer has been granted (Psa.lxiii. 7). "Because
Thou hast been my help, therefore in the shculow of Thy wings will I
rejoice." They have been wings of satisfMtion. He had experienced
the help. He found not only help, but joy and satisfaction.
5. Then in Psa. xci. 4, that beautiful psalm which has been the
comfort of many tried pilgrims in' all ages, we read of the wings of
Security. "He shall cover thee with His feathers and under His wings
shalt thou trust." Dear believer, you will not only be safe, but He
provides comfort also in safety, "covered with His feathers." His
feathers. Feathers grow on the bird itself. So He gives His tender,
soft, down· feathers for covering under His strong wings of security.
The strong feathers grow on the wings. And, as I write, it impresses
me how sweetly the Lord covers with Hirnself-we are hidden in Him.
" The Lord shall cover him all the day long." He does not let His
dear, hidden, covered ones run out to be exposed for a minute. No,
all the day long" covered with His feathers, and under His wings
shalt thou trust." "Your life is hid with Christ in God."
" 'rhe heart that trusts for ever sings,
And feels as light as it had wings,
A well of peace within it springs,
Come good or ill,
What'er to·day, to·morrow brings,
It is His will."
We have been looking at the bird emblem of our Father's loving
care. Let us see just a little of the sweetness of the bird emblem of
His people, the little sparrow. The Lord has used the eagle, strong
and tender, as the characteristic of Himself, and He looks upon the
tiny sparrows as bird images of His people. In the law giYen to Moses
for the offerings for the people for lepsosy (leprosy is the type of sin)
the sparrow is the type of redemption. In Ley. xiv. 4 the two birds
(or sparrows given in the margin of the Bible) were presented to the
priest for cleansing for redemption.
But I wish to dwell more upon the sparrow as type of the believer,
and upon the passages in St. Matt. x. 29 and St. Luke xii. 6, " Are
not two sparrows sold for a farthing," " Are not five sparrows sold
for two farthings 1" Does not this express the absolute insignificance
of the value of sparrows to the buyer 1 They are worth practically
nothing in the eyes of the world. Yet there are three examples of the
preciousness in God's sight of the sparrows as typical of His loye for
His people.
1. "One of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father."
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He is watching not only the whole of them but each individually. Not
one shall fall without Him. And so with His people. Each one so
dear and each one watched.
2. "Ye are of more value than many sparrows." Yes, He gave His
only begotten Son for you. His cry on Calvary, "It is finished,"
indicated your salvation accomplished in His death. That was a
triumphant cry of the conqueror of death and sin. "Ye are of mon
value than many sparrows." "Ye are bought with a price," the
precious blood of Jesus. " Ye are not your own" but His, graven on
the palms of His hands, redeemed with His blood, " all fair" in His
sight.
3. " Not one of them is forgotten before God." His eyes and His
heart are continually upon His beloved. Every moment His love is
set upon us individually. Not one forgotten. Let us remember this,
dear reader, when disposed to be despondent and to imagine that we
are alone and forgotten. No, He does not forget. "I will water it
erery moment" is another figure of loving assurance to His people.
" Lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day." His love and care
are continuous, constant and abiding.
There are two more allusions to the sparrow that I would fain call
to your attention. (See Psa. Cll. 7.) "I watch, and am as a sparrow
alone upon the housetop." This is the position of many of the Lord's
dear people to-day. "As a sparrow alone," a little insignificant
sparrow. Perhaps in the midst of friends, yet alone in spirit, separated
so to speak. Ab! but, if separated unto Him, how glorious the.
position. Dear lonely one, you are treading in the footsteps of the
Master, and He said, " The Father hath not left me alone." And to
reassure His people He said amongst His parting words before He
ascended, "Lo I am with you alway." "A sparrow alone upon the
housetop." The houses in the East wcre not as ours with gabled ends
and sloping roofs of slates or tiles. They were fiat, like a large roofiess
room all over the top of the house. They were places of meditation,
places of view, places of watch, places of worship, and very likely
places of quiet talk with intimate friends. But think of the vision
from the housetop, above, below, around. (See Isa. xxii. 1, 2.)
"The burden of the valley of vision. What aileth thee now
that thou art wholly gone up to the housetops 1 Thou that
art full of stirs, a tumultuous city, a joyous city."
(See
Jer. xlviii. 38.) "There shall be lamentation generally upon all the
housetops of Moab." (See Zeph. i. 5.) "Them that worship the host
of heaven upon the houset.()ps." So we see being alone upon the
housetop signified being alone in the place of gathering together. But
the sparrow alone is in the place of view, of vision, of height, and in
her separation, looking up she sees the prospect before her, glory in
store. She holds converse with the loved Unseen but not unknown.
o lonely sparrow, what dost thou see there 1 "Ab!" the lonely one
replies, " I am alone with Him, my vision is clearer. Looking off unto
Jesus my gladness is complete, my upward gaze sees only Him." May
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the Holy Spirit so lead and point to Him that our gladness may be
complete. Earthly sympathy and companionship is very sweet and
helpful, when the Holy Spirit Himself leads the thoughts and hearts
and speech. " I am a companion of all them that tear Thee," but
" the sparrow alone" will also declare. "The sparrow hath found an
house. . . . Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house." The house
of God here is very dear when the joyful sound is heard, but the Temple
above is endless gladness.
" Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever." "The sparrow
alone" will be no more lonely. She will be above the housetops with
Him, saved and satisfied for ever.
NllTTTE.

CONTRASTS AND COMPARISONS.
THE Apostle Paul in his epistles shows a fondness for drawing his
friends' and disciples' attention to sundry contrasts supplied by their
knowledge and experience of the ways of God. For instance, they had
been "sometime darkness," now they were "light in the Lord."
They had been "far off," now they were nigh. Their bodies, sown
in funeral weakness and dishonour, would be raised in power and glory
at the resurrection. As sinners, death was their right and due, but
God had given them (freely) eternal life. It is a restful comparison
that he makes in 2 Cor. iv. 18, when, after referring to some of the
wastings of the wilderness on the one hand, and the stability of his
portion in God on the other, he says, " the things which are seen are
temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal." Their earthly
tumults and harassments would end, the stretching forth of their hands
to God would remain. Should not the consideration that they even
now have a " building of God, eternal in the heavens," reconcile them
to all the cares and labours of the" earthly house of this tabernacle 1"
How strange it seems that we need the exhortation to be reconciled
to Him Who spared not His Own Son, but delivered Him up, and
promises with Him freely to give us all things. "0 Israel," He says,
and eternal love makes the contrast, "Thou hast destroyed thyself,
but in Me is thy help." And so though the outward man perish, the
inward is renewed in proportion; for the blessed spirit is in every
providence of God, and in every judgment of the Son, Whose is all
rule and authority. We read in 2 Sam. iii. that there was long war
between the house of Saul and the house of David, but David waxed
stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul waxed weaker and weaker.
David's army had come to him one by one in poverty and discontent,
until they were a mighty host, like the host of God, made to prevail.
And the day was when he went in and sat before God and wondered
to think of what he had been. "Who was he, and what his father's
house" that now he should be the Lord's anointed over the Lord's
people 1 Would not the apostle say so too, who had been injurious
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and a persecutor of the saints 1 Now he preached Jesus Whom once
he had destroyed, and they glorified God in him 1 I have sometimes
wondered what Balaam meant when he said in Num. xxiii. 23, " According to this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, what hath God
wrought!" Was it the time when the King of Moab had given him
great rewards to curse the people and he determined to possess the
plunder, had defied the command of God and gone bent on their
cursing 1 Was that the time when it was said, what hath God wrought 1
Balak might describe them as " the ox that licketh up the grass," but
Balaam that they would" rise up as a great lion, and lift themselves
up as a young lion!" Is the question" What hath God wrought 1 "
asked by the heavenly host when some saints of His, lying in a low
place-as Israel was in the valley-are maintained while earth and
hell conspire to wrong them 1 What hath God wrought when one
sinner repents, either for the first or the thousandth time, when hope
in Jesus is revived, and strength renewed, and when the Word of God
is precious 1 Jacob knew the feeling when he said, "With my staff
I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands." What
a lot of the Lord's dealing he had seen, and what deliverances. And
at that time the Lord put a new song into his mouth, and established
his going. But one day a message came to him that turned all his joy
into mourning, and darkened all his sunshine; for an evil beast had
devoured Joseph, and what was there left 1 A long night of weeping
was his before God, Who turns again with compassion and changes
the shadow of death into morning, sent him another message: " Joseph
is yet alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt." And there
instead of the bloodstained coat were the wagons laden wjth the good
things of Egypt, and the co=and to hasten to the arms and care of
Joseph, and not to regard the stuff; for the good of all the land was
his. The whole world was his then, so the apostle would have told
him, who at the beginning had nothing. And all he needed now to
do was to rise up, leave behind all that would impede his progress, and
go to Joseph. But it says, "They took their cattle and their goods
which they had gotten in the land of Canaan." Somehow they could
not part with their own old things. They took them with them,
although J oseph had said that nothing need be brought. He would
give them all that they needed, and all better than they could possibly
come at in their native land. And there is a seed of Jacob, and has
been ever since, who have heard the voice of a greater than Joseph
telling them to come to Him. They have tasted that the Lord is
gracious. They have believed His promise and His word. And they
go to Him. But they seem to take with them their goods, and the
things they have gotten by their own toil. It is hard to part with
them, though they are of no use to Jssus. He needs none of their
righteousness or works. His Own is incomparably better, and He is
to give it to them. What we need is the love, the faith, the confidence
and the constrainings which wrought on the Galilean fishermen who
left all and followed Him.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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MR. JAMES

'GREAT EXPECTATIONS.
E. FLEGG, SECRETARY OF THE

AGED PILGRIMS'

FRIEND SOCIETY.

" My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectat,:on isfrom Him."PSALM lxii. 5.
MAJ.'<Y of the disappointments in life arise from unwarranted expectations, from the expectation of that which one has no right to expect.
So frequently, apparently, are such disappointments experienced that
it has been Baid, " BlesBed is the man who expectB nothing, for he iB
not likely to be diBappointed." But whether or not bitter diBappointment will be known, depends to a large extent upon what our expectationB are baBed, or to whom we are looking for the realization of our
hopeB.
The PBalmist was in a difficulty. There were those who were arrayed
against him, oppoBing and oppresBing; but he does not lose heart. He
knows that all he needs is with the Lord, and because of this he exhorts
his soul to wait upon Him Who is hiB salvation. Deliverance is
necessary, hiB eyeB are directed to the right place, and he expects the
hour to strike when deliverance will be afforded. The child of God
expects from God because he believes in God. Happy is the man who
feels that all he desires and all he expects is to be found in the Lord,
and who has learned the dual lesson of dependence upon Him and
confidence in Him. He will join with David and Bay, "My BOul, wait
thou only upon God; for my expectation is from Him."
The believer, then, is a man of great expectations. He is mindful of
the fact that he iB a traveller. In mercy and by power he has been
delivered from the bondage of Egypt; but as yet he has not arrived
at the place concerning which the Lord has spoken. As a traveller he
knOWB, and experience haB taught him that he may anticipate, that
there will be inconvenienceB, difficultieB and trials by the way; but
aB he thinkB of them he expects that at such timeB God will not fail him,
and that thoBe very things Bhall be turned to his advantage. He
knOWB that
U

Dangers of every shape ~nd name

Attend the followerB of the Lamb."
but he expects that when theBe are encountered, Dl:vine protection will
be afforded which will prove sufficient. When Israel pasBed tbrough
the wilderneBs they were Bafe amidst its dangers. They dug no
trencheB to hide them from their foes; no barbed wire entanglements
Bcreened them; it was open all round and yet they were secure,
because the Lord was as a wall of fire round about them. His people
are dear to Him as the apple of the eye. As the mountains are round
about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His people, and they sing;
" To Him I lift my waiting eyes:
There all my hopes are laid;
The Lord that built the earth and skies
Is my perpetual aid."
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The believer may have to pass over ground which is new in his
experience. It may all seem very strange, as strange as a country
which one visits for the first time; yet he fears not that he shall lose
his way, for he expects that an Une'f'l"i1l{J Guide will be his companion,
One Who is familiar with the whole route with all its twistings and
turnings. He knoweth the way that I take Who hath said, " I will be
with thee in all places whithersoever thou goest." .With faith in his
Lord the believer waits upon Him and says:
"Beset with snares on every hand)

In life's uncertain path I stand;
Saviour Divine, diffuse Thy light
To guide my doubting footsteps right."
Sorrows may come, for man is born to trouble as the sparks fly
upward, and the child of God is not so foolish as to imagine that he
will be exempt from them. No proclamation has been made that the
heirs of glory are to be immune from sorrows by the way. The Lord
of glory was the "Man of sorrows," and in following His steps the
Christian learns there is a meaning in His words, "In the world ye
shall have tribulation." Yet he expects to find peace in his Beloved,
and is assured that there is one heart which beats in truest sympathy
with him in his sorrows, and that that One is able to afiord comfort,
and he expects the succour which such occasions call for.. Nor does
he expect in vain, for his testimony is :
.. When trouble like a gloomy cloud
Has gathered thick and thundered loud;
He near my soul has always st<>od ;
His lovingkindness is so good."
The believer, too, is not ignorant that in service he toils to weariness,
and that there is the possibility of his becoming weary because of the
way in which he walks; but he expects that the Lord will be his
refuge and strength, and that he will rejoice in the renewal of his
strength, and hence he waits upon the Lord.
There is an enemy without, and there is a traitor within, both of
which are very troublesome and occasion conflicts. He feels that he
alone is no match for these foes; yet though at times he may faint
in the fight, he does not call for quarter, for he expects to come out
with the shout of victory on his lips, and to find Satan brnised beneath
his feet.
He expects, aye, at times has ardent longings for, the hour when
grace shall be crowned with glory, when sorrow and sighing shall flee
away, when he will gaze upon the face of his Beloved and

" .. . never never

Sl"D,

But from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
The man who has great expectations is usually diligent in his waitings
upon the one from whom he expects blessings. And the believer

490

The Gospel Magazine

likewise waits diligently upon the Lord, because all his expectation is
from Him. Earthly expectations may occasion disappointment, but
he who waits upon the Lord shall never be made ashamed; for his
~xpectation shall not be cut off.
His expectations are warranted; for his hopes rest upon great
promises. The Christian is not building castles in the air, indulging
hopes that are based on flights of the imagination; but he rests his
expectations on the infallible Word of the immutable God. There are
given unto us exceeding great and precious promises, and on these he
delights to ponder, and as he ponders he says, " Hath He said and shall
He not do it 1 hath He spoken and shall it not come to pass 1" And
again he charges his soul: "Wait thou ouly upon God"; for" He is
faithful Who hath promised." Look at some of these wondrous words
of our Lord. Do dangers surround thee! He says, " Fear not, for I
am with thee." Are you taking the first steps in an untried way 1 He
says, "I will hold thy hand"; "I will guide thee with Mine eye."
Are sorrows pressing on thy heart 1 He was tempted (tried) in all
points like as we are. "He is able to succour those who are tempted."
Are you weak 1 He guarantees that those who wait upon Him shall
renew their strength; that they shall mount up with wings as eagles.
Does the fight grow furious 1 He says, " Sin shall not have dominion
over yon." The Lord shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.
And as we look on toward the end of the journey we catch again the
accents of His voice saying, "Let not your heart be troubled; ye
believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are mflllY
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you: and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also."
His promises are sure and their fulfilment is certain because of His
great faithfulness. None can charge Him with ever having broken His
word, nor can He do so. Hence the great expectations of the saints
which are based upon the exceeding great and precious promises of His
Saviour are certain of realization. Wherefore, 0 my soul, wait thou
only upon the Lord.
" Mouut Zion's faithful King
Proclaims, in faithfulness,
That every needful thing
His children shall possess,
And they shall ever sound abroad,
Great is the faithfulness of God."

Bobbed Hair and the Word of God.-" If it be a shame for a woman
to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered. . . . Doth not even nature
itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him 1
But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is
given her for a covering."-1 COR. xi. 6, 14, 15.
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WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
THE times are without doubt troublous. Every true Christian must
admit this. "This know also," wrote Paul to Timothy, "that in the
last days perilous times shall come." The Greek word translated
" perilous" occurs elsewhere in the New Testament only once, in
Matt. viii. 28, where it is translated" fierce." The R.V. in 2 Tim. iii.
1, translates "grievous." The times are indeed "grievous" or
" troublous " to the true Church of God, and increasingly so, mainly
on account of the rapid spread of the apostasy in the" Churches."
Someone has said that apostasy is like a stone falling from a height,
which .gathers momentum in its course to the earth. "The iniquity
of the Amorites is not yet full," God said to Abraham (Gen. xv. 16).
When it was, He dealt with them in judgment. Similarly, when the
apostasy has come to a head, the day of the Lord will set in (2 Thess.
ii. 3).
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In New York, recently, a so-called" Modernist" preacher denied,
in a sermon, the very existence of God! We will not stain the pages
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE by quoting his words. The Editor of Our
Hope" (N.Y.) who reports this, and gives extracts from the sermon,
thus comments: "Surely when the finite creature of the dust speaks
thus, and finds willing ears to listen, the judgment of God cannot he
far away. No Thomas Paine or Voltaire would have dared to utter
such blasphemies."
Truly, as foretold, the denial of the deity of our Lord leads to the'
denial of God Himself. "Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath
not the Father" (1 John ii. 23). The late Rev. W. Krause, of Dublin,
said: (Published Sermons, 1858) " The foundation of all the hope and
all the comfort of the Church of God is the glorious Person of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Rob Him of His deity-rob Him of the part He
undertook in the Covenant-engagements of the ever-blessed Trinityroh Him of this, and you make the whole superstructure of your hope
and of your comfort to totter; you are building on the sand and not
on the rock of the glorious Person of the Son of God."
In reading lately the twelfth chapter of Matthew, I was much
impressed ·with the circumstance that in this one portion of Holy
Scripture we read the claim of the Lord Jesus to be " greater than the
temple" (verse 6); a greater prophet than Jonah (verses 39, 41); a
greater King than Solomon (verse 42). Who can this be but He, " Who
is over all, God blessed for ever" 1 (Rom. ix. 5).
The children of God cannot altogether avoid" seeing and hearing"
(2 Pet. ii. 8) the immoralities of the present times, to which the daily
newspapers witness, and this is surely distressing and" grievous." The
state of the world reminds us of Rev. ix. 21, " Neither repented they
of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of
33
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their thefts." But when the Lawgiver is repudiated His laws will not
be obeyed, but a state of lawlessness will ensue. How great the grace
which has made us to differ!
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*

*

*

Judging from one's own experience, Satan is very busy with the
people of God in these last days, and many are the subjects of his
" fiery darts" (Ephes. vi. 16). I quote again from Krause: "Think
you that the Devil, who has such hatred to God, such hatred to Christ,
such hatred to those who bear the image of Christ-think you that he
is going to fold his arms, and let you pass quietly along 1 Oh, no; he
will torture you, he will harass you, he will seek to oppose your progress,
he will make you trip if he can, he will grieve, wound, and affiiet your
souls." But God is able to keep us from falling, and to prevent us
faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy (Jude 24).

R. .T. NoYEs.
" ONLY."
" Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord
Jesus Christ. . . . Being confident of this very thing, that lie which
hath begun a good work in you, will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ."-PHIL. i. 2, 6.
THERE are three very suggestive mentions of the word " only" in the
Word of God. May the Holy Spirit supervise while we look intothe Lord's" Only" to Satan; the Lord's" Only" to His people; His
people's " Only" to Himself.
The Lord's" Only" to Satan. There are but two things, seemingly,
that Satan is not permitted to interfere with as to the children of God.
He is, I take it, powerless to destroy either the life of the body or the
life of the soul. We gather this from Job i. and ii.
In Job i. 11 Satan dares to address the Lord with a "but." He
assures God that He has so blessed and prospered Job, that Job is not
serving Him " for nought." And he adds, " But put forth Thine hand
now and touch all that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy face."
The Lord knew better. Very well indeed He knew that His patient
servant Job might be trusted to endure the terrible test that was about
to try him. Therefore He answered Satan with those remarkable
words, " Behold, all that he hath is in thy power (or hand, margin),
.Qnly upon himself put not forth thine hand."
Hence Satan proceeded to execute his diabolical designs on Job.
Even the very elements of nature were for the time being to a certain
·extent under his "power." First, he instigated enemies to take away
his oxen and asses and to kill some of Job's servants. Secondly, he
was allowed to cause lightning to destroy his sheep and some more of
his servants. Thirdly, he pressed three bands of the Chaldeans into his
-service to steal his camels and slay their keepers. Fourthly, he used
the wind to smite the house of the eldest son, and thus destroy all
Job's children.
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These combined attacks upon Job were carried out successfully. by
Satan. Whether or not he was elated and self-satisfied with the result
of his doings we are not told, but we read that later he again presented
"himself before the Lord" (Job ii. 1), and again he was answered with
well-nigh unlimited power to harass this much tried servant of Jehovah.
Once more a remarkable argument-if one-may reverently say sotook place between the Lord God Omnipotent and the devil. Once
more God upheld Job to Satan's consideration with the same declaration as before, that he was above every other man in righteousness
of life and dealing: "Hast thou considered My servant Job, that there
is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one
that feareth God and escheweth evil? " (i. 8; ii. 3). And this time
the Lord adds in Self-vindication and in Job's vindication, " And still
he holdeth fast his integrity, although tlwu rrwvedest Me against him to
destroy him without cause." Once more Satan contends. He insinuates that after all the discipline did not go quite far enough. If Job's
own person suffers, "He will curse Thee to Thy face" (verses 4, 5).
Once more Satan was permitted his coveted power, but once more
Jehovah set a limit to his acts. "And the Lord said unto Satan,
Behold, he is in thine hand; only save his life " (ii. 6, margin). Therefore we see from Scripture-and many other passages might be cited
to show it-that Satan can and does trouble us as to perhaps nearly
every form of evil and trial. Our family relationships are not exempt
(ii. 9). Our bodily sufferings and illnesses are apparently sometimes
at his God-controlled mercy (Luke xvi. 13). And he can stir up the.
elements themselves seemingly to work US mischief. He is a desperately deadly enemy against whom we cannot watch and pray too
much. May the Spirit of God keep us ever on our guard as to him
and his wiles.
We must not further dwell on the history of Job with its fascinating
interest, as it is simply the word "only" that is occupying our attention
in the passages referred to. Taken alone, the two sentences run thus,
" Only upon himself put not forth thine hand "-" Only save his life."
From these God-given commands to Satan we may take it that
the latter never has power to close the physical life, or to destroy the
spiritual life of any child of God. Several Scriptures beside the Book
of Job teach us plainly that Satan undoubtedly has marvellous power
against the Lord's own children. But Oh! when we are Satan
tempted, Satan pressed, and Satan beguiled, what an unspeakable
comfort to remember that all his " power" is checked-regulated and
controlled by a greater, higher Power, a Power Almighty and Divine.
Therefore beloved fellow-saint, take comfort, take courage from these
two Divine Almighty " Onlys "! They have never been repealedthey never will be! Long tried and hard tried though you may be
by fears within and foes without, including Satan the worst of all,
remember that Satan will never be suffered to defeat the Lord's veto,
or defy the Lord's" Only." His purpose of love towards each one
of His blood-bought children includes the preservation of both soul
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and body till both shall be unitedly presented faultless before Him
at last. We cannot die too soon. The Lord Himself handles the
fingers of the clock, and Satan cannot manipulate or alter the minute
hand. We cannot die spiritually when we have been new born. The
renewed nature implanted in us by grace is imperishable; it is a Godgiven life, and Satan cannot tamper with or destroy it. Albeit we
are both beset with dangers, and incessantly stumbling, we are yet
unmovably safe-" Kept by the power of God."
This is illustrated in the Lord's" only" to His people Israel. The
Lord did not merely put a difference between the Israelites and the
Egyptians; He also put a difference between the two lands of Goshen
and Egypt as well as between their respective cattle. "Only in the
land of Goshen where the children of Israel were, was there no hail,"
while Egypt was destroyed by it (Exod. ix. 26). Here we have the
Lord vetoing the elements to save His Own people. His arm is not
shortened to-day. He still puts forth His power to protect His loved
ones in every kind of danger.
He holdeth our life in His powerful hand, the life of both body
aDd soul ;

. Whatever befalls and what Q' er is withheld, He keepeth entire
control.
Thus we come to the Lord's people's" Only" towards their God.
Their conclusions will correspond with the conclusions of Davip. "My
soul wait thou only upon God: for my expectation is from Him. He
only is my Rock and my Salvation: He is my Defence; I shall not
be moved" (Psa. lxii. 5, 6). And again in verses 1-2, margin. "Only
my soul is silent unto God: from Him cometh my salvation. He only
is my Rock and my salvation: He is my Defence; I shall not be
greatly moved." "Moved" slightly in our moorings we shall be now
and then; "greatly moved," detached from our moorings, we shall
never be during time or eternity!
Hence we are really shut up by God, shut up to God, shut up with
God, and shut up for God. Shut up by God-nothing can touch us
unless He wills it. Shut up to God-we are absolutely dependent on
Him for everything. Shut up with God-He has given His Son for us
and will not suffer us to backslide beyond recovery. Shut up for God
-our whole selves, spirit, soul, and body, are His by purcbase, and
must be spent in His service and for His glory.
Oh! child of God! we are grandly and eternally safe! This is
" grace . . . unto" us-this is " peace from God Our Father and from
the Lord Jesus Christ." No failure, no hitch, no destruction is possible
to the blood-bought heir. The work of grace will be carried to its
climax by the power of the all-powerful Trinity. Not Satan's buffettings, not nature's havocs, not the flesh's deformities will sever us
from Christ and His love. Nay! rather through and by and with all
these things, " The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me." "I
will trust and not be afraid."
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

New Eltham, S.E.9.
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THE MORAL LAW.
By

AUGUSTUS

M.

TOPLADY.

(An extract, somewhat abbreviated, from an article which appears
in Toplady's works, headed " Questions and Answers relative to the
National Debt." It was kindly copied and sent by a reader in Canada.
-EDITOR).

Question.-What is the moral law of God 1
Answer.-The transcript of His own most Holy nature, and the
standard of human purity and obedience.
Question.-Will this law make any allowance for human infirmity,
or admit any abatement of the perfect conformity which it demands 1
Answer.-It makes no allowance for the former, nor will it dispense
with a single grain of the latter.
Question.-How does that appear 1
Answer.-It appears from the undeniable current of Scripture;
where the language of the law is, "Be ye perfect, as your Father in
heaven is perfect" (Matt. v. 48). "Cursed is everyone who continueth
not in all things that are written in the book of the law, to do them"
(Gal. iii. 10). The indispensable requisition is, " Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and with all thy mind, and thy neighbour as thyself "
(Luke x. 27). Hence in the eye of the law, and the estimation of the
Law-giver, the risings of wrath are' tantamount to murder; the.
calling any man a fool, exposes us to the penalty of hell fire; an
impure thought brings us under the condemnation of actual adultery
(Matt. v. 22, 28).
Question.-What is the grand inference from these alarming premises 1
Answer.-That inference, which the Apostle terms an evident one,
and evident it is; viz., that no man is justified by the law in the sight
of God (Gal. iii. 2). For a single breach of the law renders us guilty
of the whole (James ii. 10). And one idle word lays us open to the
vengeance of God, according to the tenor of the Covenant of works
(Matt. xii. 36).
Question.-Is there a single minute, from the first of our existence
to the very article of death, wherein we come up to the whole of that
inward and outward. holiness which God's all perfect law requires 1
Answer.-Most certaiuly not.
. Question.-When shall we be able to payoff this i=ense debt 1
Answer.-Never. Eternity itself, so far from clearing us of the
dreadful arrear, would only add to the score, by plunging us deeper
aud deeper, even to infinity. Hence the damned will never be able
to satisfy the justice of the Almighty Creditor.
Question.-Will not Divine goodness compound for the debt, by
accepting less than we owe 1
Answer.-Impossible. Justice, holiness, and truth will and must
have their own, even to the very uttermost farthing. God Himself,
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with profoundest veneration be it spoken, must renounce Himself,
ere He can forego His essential attributes, and repeal His inviolable
law, by offering violence to those, and by making void the claims and
the threatenings of this.
Question.-Who, then, can do us any good in this respect!
Answer.-Not all the angels in heaven, nor all the men that ever
did or ever shall exist. Others cannot help us, nor can we help
ourselves.
Question.-If so, are we not lost without remedy and without end!
Answer.-In ourselves we are. But (sing, 0 heavens 1), God's Own
Arm brought salvation.
Question.-How so! What is there wherewith to counterbalance
such an exceeding and astonishing weight of guilt !
Answer.-" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law;
being made a curse for us" (Gal. iii. 13). This, this, will not only
counterbalance, but infinitely overbalance, all the sins of the whole
believing world.
Question.-If the personal shortcomings and Inisdoings of each
sinner in particular, amount to so vast a multitude, who can calculate
the extent of the whole human debt, the entire aggregated.sum, which
(abstracted from her union with Ohrist) lies on the Church at large,
that elect nation, whom He has redeemed from among men!
Answer.-The arithmetic of angels would be unable to ascertain
the full amount.
.
o Thou covenanting, Thou incarnate, Thou obeying, Thou bleeding,
Thou dying, Thou risen, Thou ascended, Thou interceding Son of God!
Not all the seraphs Thou hast created, not all the innumerable saints
Thy love hath ransomed, will be able to comprehend, much less to
display, along the endless line of eternity itself, the length, the breadth,
the depth, the height, of a sinner's obligations to Thee.
Question.-If on the one hand we are each constrained to cry out,
with the believers of old, " Enter not into judgment with Thy servant,
o Lord, for in Thy sight shall no flesh living be justified," by works
of human performance. Who can tell how oft he offendeth! How
shall man be just with God! If Thou contend with him for his
transgressions, he cannot answer Thee for one in a thousand. My
sins are more in number than the hairs of my head; forgive us our
debts, and cast all our sins into the depth of the sea; what has faith
to say!
Answer.-Faith, on the other hand, can reply, in the very words
which the Holy Ghost teacheth, "the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth
from all sin ": and " There is now no condemnation, not one condemnation, to them that are in Christ Jesus." To that we may sing
with Dr. Watts:
H

Believing sinners free are set,

For Christ hath paid their dreadful debt."
We may add, in the words of another sweet singer in Israel:
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.. Who shan now urge a second claim?
The law no longer can condemn;
Faith a release can show:
Justice itself a friend appears;
The prison·house a whisper hears,
, Loose him and let him go I ' "

Question.-What return can believers render to the glorious and
gracious Trinity, for mercy and plenteous redemption like this?
Answer.-We can only admi.re and bless the Father, for electing
us in Christ, and for laying on Him the iniquity of us all; the Son
for taking our nature and our debts upon Himself, and for that complete righteousness and sacrifice whereby He redeemed His mystic
Israel from all their sins; and the co-equal Spirit, for causing us
(in conversion) to feel our need of Christ, for inspiring us with faith
to embrace Him, for visiting us with His sweet consolations by shedding
abroad His love in our hearts, for sealing us to the day of Christ and
for making us to walk in the path of His commandments.

THE CERTAINTY OF THE SALVATION OF THE ELECT.
(FROM DR. CHARLES HODGE'S COMMENTARY ON 1 CORINTHIANS).

" Shall the weak brother perish,jor whom Christ died? "-1 COR. viii. 11.
THERE is great power and pathos in these words. Shall we, for the
sake of eating one kind of meat rather than another, endanger the
salvation of those for whom the eternal Son of God laid down His
life? The infinite distance between Christ and us, and the almost
infinite distance between His sufferings and the trifling self-denial
required at our hands, give the Apostle's appeal a force the Christian
heart cannot resist. The language of Paul in this verse seems to
assume that those may perish for whom Christ died. It belongs,
therefore, to the same category as those numerous passages which
make the same assumption with regard to the elect. If the latter
are consistent with the certainty of the salvation of all the elect, then
this passage is consistent with the certainty of the salvation of those
for whom Christ specifically died. It was absolutely certain that
none of Panl's compauions in shipwreck was on that occasion to lose
his life, because the salvation of the whole company had been predicted
and promised; and yet the Apostle said that if the sailors were allowed
to take away the boats, those left on board conld not be saved. This
appeal secured the accomplishment of the promise. So God's telling the
elect that if they apostatize they shall perish, prevents their apostasy.
And in like manner, the Bible teaching that those for whom Christ
died shall perish if they violate their conscience, prevents their transgressing, or brings them to repentance. God's purposes embrace
the means as well as the end. If the means fail, the end will fail.
He secures the end by securing the means.
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It is just as certain that those for whom Christ died shall be saved,
as that the elect shall be saved. Yet in both cases the event is spoken,
of as conditional. There is not only a possibility, but an absolute
certainty, of their perishing if they fall away. But this is precisely
what God has promised to prevent. This passage, therefore, is perfectly consistent with those numerous passages which teach that
Christ's death, secures the salvation of all those who were given' to
Him in the Covenant of redemption.

HOW THE LORD SENT SIXPENCE
FOR A MUTTON CHOP.
IN reference to our Family Portion for September last, entitled" Seventeen and Eightpence," we have received a letter from " An Aged
Pilgrim." She says she is a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE which
a kind friend sends her every month, and she much enjoys its articles,
and feels a unity of spirit with the writers. She herself is a Strict
Baptist, and her experience is such that she confidently believes that
her God is a prayer-hearing God. The words" He will fulfil the desire
of them that fear Him" recently came to her with much power, and
she felt impelled to record a striking answer to prayer in the experience
of her godly mother. Her father had been an invalid for six years.
The couple were very straitened in circumstances. On one occasion
her mother felt very desirous to have the sum of sixpence to purchase
a small chop for her husband's dinner. She did not know where it
was to come from, but she prayed definitely to the Lord for sixpence.
Soon afterwards she was shaking the cushion of her chair when to her
surprise" there was the sixpence." We gather from our correspondent's letter that the sixpence was hidden away in the folds of the
cushion and dropped out in answer to the definite prayer of God's
servant. The godly wife's heart was filled with gratitude to God for
His goodness, and she remarked" the day of miracles is not ended."
Doubtless many people 'would smile incredulously at the humble
faith of this godly woman. We record it as an evidence that the Lord
is concerned in the smallest wants of His dear people. He Who feeds
the sparrows will much more feed His redeemed children. There is
nothing too small for His notice. Not a sparrow falls to the ground
without His knowledge. Even the hairs of His people's heads have
all been numbered by Him. Many people know nothing of the hardships of the poor of the Lord's family. Those people of God who have
brought up large families on small incomes know the difficulties
connected with feeding and clothing their children. They know also
from experience that the Lord is true to His 'promise to provide for
them. Toplady says, " Some years ago, a friend of a clergyman now
living, said to him, 'Sir! ,you have just as many children as the
patriarch 'Jacob.' 'True,' answered the good old divine: 'and I have
also Jacob's God to provide for them.' "-THE EDITOR.
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"MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT."
2 CORIKTHIANS xii. 9.
SPIRITUAL conflicts with the enemy of souls are the lot of all God's
children. Paul was hereby brought under deep and sore distress.
Satan the adversary assaulted him very powerfully. He frequently
besought Jesus that the grievous and painful messenger might be
taken away, that the conflict might be at an end. How does the
enemy distress God's children? The hearts of such only know the
bitterness thereof. But is the Captain of Salvation regardless of
them? Is He deaf to their prayers when they call upon Him? No.
He ever hears, He always answers in love. But did the Lord grant
his petition? No! Then the designs of love would not have been
answered. St. Paul was in danger of being exalted above measure.
This was to be prevented. He was to glory in his infirmities. This
was to be effected. Satan's design was for his evil. Jesus makes it
work for his good. But that he may not faint in the conflict, the
comfortable answer is given, "My grace is sufficient for thee, for My
strength is made perfect in weakness." Let it suffice. My love and
favour are ever toward you, My Almighty strength is engaged to
preserve you. Though you are weakness itself to withstand such an
enemy, yet My Almighty strength shall uphold you. In this you shall
conquer.
Here is the strongest assurance for the confidence of faith and for
rejoicing in hope. The grace and love of Jesus opposed to the malice
and hatred of Satan. The strength of Jehovah in, and made glorious
through, an apostle's weakness. 0 what an ever-loving, all-sufficient,
omnipotent Lord, Jehovah Jesus is.
Tl1.e Lord Whom thou servest continually knows thy every distress
and conflict of soul. He will strengthen thee in, support thee under,
and bring thee safe through all thy exercises and troubles. Thou shalt
lose nothing in the furnace but the dross of nature; pride and corruption; and the vanity of self-glorying, self-sufficiency, and selfrighteousness.
The Spirit will teach thee to profit in humility, to glory in, and exalt
the Lord J esllS more and more. "Fear not; I am with thee; be not
dismayed, for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness"
(Isa. xli. 10).
(From Wm. MlUlon's " Spiritual Treasury," 1819.)
GOD worketh with His Word, and in His Word; and when His
Word is preached, faith rooteth herseli in the hearts of the elect ;
and as faith entereth, and the Word of God is believed, the power of
God looseth the heart from the captivity and bondage under sin,
and knitteth and coupleth him to God and to the will of God.William Tindale.
-
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A YOUNG CHRISTIAN.
the above· title describe you, my dear young reader? I know
that it is true of many who read these pages. What a joy it is to those
who are older to see in young believers sure evidences of the Lord's
gracious working in their hearts, so that their lives manifest Whose
they are, and Whom they serve!
Some young Christians whom I know are now on the mighty ocean,
sailing away to a distant land to make known the Gospel of God's
grace to heathen men and women, and boys and girls. They had been
taught by the Holy Spirit their lost condition, and their awful need,
and had fled for refuge to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the
lost. For years they witnessed for Him in the home land, and now,
after training, they have gone forth at His bidding, relying on His
faithfulness, Who has promised " I will be with thee."
There is much to be learned from God's Word about a young Christian
who became a missionary. He lived at a place called Lystra as a boy.
His mother was named Eunice, and his grandmother Lois. They were
Jewesses, who knew the Scriptures and had taught the boy from his
childhood those Scriptures which are able to make wise unto salvation.
When Paul and Barnabas were on their first missionary journey they
went to Lystra (Acts xiv.) and" there they preached the Gospel." A
wonderful miracle was wrought there too. At this place one of those
brought to the Lord was this boy-Timothy, or Timotheus, as he is
often called. The work of grace in his heart was very real, for when
Paul visited Lystra again some years later, the boy, having growri'into
a young man, is referred to as a disciple. We know that the Lord
used Paul as the means of Timothy's conversion, for the Apostle
speaks of him as "my son," "my dearly loved son" and" my own
son in the faith."
It must have greatly rejoiced Paul's heart to find that Timothy had
stood firm, and was not only a disciple, but the other Christians at
Lystra and Iconium were able to give a good report of him. There
was no doubt in their minds about him, and Paul was so pleased and
satisfied, that when he left Lystra the second time he took Timothy
with him to share in his joys and sorrows, and his labours and journeys
as a IDlsslOnary.
Now if a young believer is brought into such close contact with an
older servant of God, we are not surprised that they grow to love and
value each other very greatly. Paul tells Timothy in one of the beautifulletters which he wrote to him that he thanked God for him every
time he thought of him, that he prayed for his young friend night
and day, and that he greatly desired to see him.
You will find him warmly spoken of in the Epistles to the Philippians
and the Thessalonians, and if you read the two letters specially written

DOES
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to Timothy himself you will see that they contain plenty of good
advice. For instance(1) Continue in the things which thou Mat learned." (2)" Let no
man despise thy youth, but be thou an example of the believers."
(3) "Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine." (4)
" Take heed unto thyself." (5)" Fight the good fight of faith," and
(6) "Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus."
These things were written not for Timothy only, but for all of you
who have been saved by grace.

E. A. H.

Q!onellponlumce.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Through the mercy of God we are privileged to-day
to co=ence the fifty-fourth year of the book-mission work. How
great is His goodness. As time goes on the need for spreading the
truth of God seems to be greater, evil doctrines and false teaching
being propagated on all hands, not the least among our soldiers and
sailors. We seek to preach the word by means of the printed page.
A missionary writes, "Please accept sincere thanks on behalf of our
seamen for the esteemed parcel of Gospel literature. They will be
most serviceable. We pray that as they are distributed the magazines
may be a blessing to the sailors who come to our port."
21, Firjield Street,
Yours sincerely,
Totterdown, Bristol, October 1st, 1926.
R. E. BRIDER.

THE "GOSPEL :rtiAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund;£ s. d.
£ 8. d.
Miss Atkinson . .
. . 1 0 0 " Little Faith"
020
Mr. W. H. Rewitt (per
" An Aged Friend" (per
Miss L. Ormiston) .. 0 4 0
Mrs. S. Jackson)
026
Mrs. H. Knight
0 4 0 " An Aged Widow"
200
Mrs. Pitman (per Miss
" W. A. S."
010 0
L. Ormiston)
010 0 " Hope "
100
" Readers of The
Mrs. M. F.Ward
100
Christian" (per MorMr. J. Aylwin ..
040
gan & Scott Ltd.) .. 1 0 7 Mr. B. Densham (per
"R")
..
.; 5 5 0
Mr. and Mrs. Wickham 0 7 0
." A Widow" (2 months) 0 4 0
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SHALL THE CONFESSIONAL BE BROUGHT BACK 1
(Reprinted from" The English Churchman.")
IT is well known that the so-called "Sacrament of Penance" was
cleared out completely from our Church at the time of the Reformation,
and never since restored by lawful authority. Private, or auricular,
confession to a priest with a view to obtaining his absolution was
abolished. The form by which it was administered was eliminated
from the Prayer Book, and the General Confession and the Absolution
in Morning and Evening Prayer were substituted in its stead.
The exhortation before the Co=union Service, which in the First
Prayer Book of Edward VI allowed secret and auricular confession
to the priest, was so changed in the revision of 1552 as to preclude
the possibility of that practice; consultation with a iliscreet and
learned minister of God's Word took the place of confession, and
absolution "by the ministry of God's holy Word" appeared in the
stead of the priestly pretension and method.
•
" The Sacrament of Penance" was denounced in Article XXV as
having grown out of a corrupt following of the apostles, and therefore,
of course, as corrupt and evil in itself. And, to crown all, there are
some very plain words on this subject in the " Homily of Repentance
and of True Reconciliation unto God." There we read respecting
.Tames v. 16,
"and whereas the adversaries go about to wrest this place, for to
maintain their Jl.uricular confession withal, they are greatly deceived
themselves, and do shamefully deceive others; for if this text ought
to be understood of auricular confession, then the priests are as much
bound to confess themselves unto the lay-people, as the lay-people are
bound to confess themselves unto them."
Then, after an appeal to the teaching of the early Church, this Homily
adds that
" it is against the true Christian liberty that any man should be bound
to the numbering of his sins, as it hath been used heretofore in the
time of blindness and ignorance."
The evidence is unmistakable; the intention of the Reformers was
to sweep away the" Sacrament of Penance," and they succeeded in
carrying their purpose into effect. Moreover, they ilid this, not
because of remediable abuses connected with the system, but because
the system itself was essentially unscriptural and evil.
Now, it.is an astonishing thing that an effort should be made in the
present day to reimpose this foul corruption upon the Church of
England. . Yet such is the case. A group of " experts in liturgiology "
have compiled a" .Grey " Prayer Book, which on this matter is strongly
supported by the House of Clergy.
, It provides th'l,.t
.
" at the time appointed the penitent shall kneel down ·in some con-
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venient place in the Church, and the priest shall say unto him: The
Lord be with thy heart and lips that thou mayest rightly confess
thy sins. Then shall the penitent make particular confession of his
sins, in this form or the like:
"I confess to God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, before the whole company of heaven and you, that I have sinned
in thought, word, and deed, through my own grievous fault; wherefore
I pray God to have mercy upon me. And especially I have sinned in
these ways . . .
" After which confession the Priest shall give such counsel and advice
as may be requisite, and if he be assured of his repentance, he shall
absolve the penitent, if he humbly and heartily desire it, after this
sort :
" Our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath left power to His Church to
absolve all sinners who truly repent and believe in Him, of His great
mercy forgive thee thine offences. And by His authority committed
to me, I declare that thou art absolved from all thy sins, in the Name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.. Amen."
That is the form which, after an interval of nearly four hundred
years, they are proposing to reinstate in the Service Book of our Church.
It differs from the Romish form in details, but in essentials it is the
same. Besides, we should not overlook the fact that it is purposely
indefinite in two important respects. It directs that the confession
be made" in this form, or the like," and" the like" may be the
Romish words pure and simple.
And how, we may ask, has this suggestion been treated by the House
of Clergy 1 A resolution was moved in that House asking the Bishops
that a form giving directions as to the making of confessions and giving
absolution, such as is suggested in the" Grey Book," be provided in
the revised Prayer Book, and if provided be sent to the Convocations
for their consideration. This resolution was carried by a majority of
one hundred votes-1l9 members voting for it, and only 19 against it.
No clergyman who was faithful to the Reformation could have voted
for the resolution. Guided by the Word of God and the experience
of the past, every true man would withstand even the first attempt
to bring back that corrupt system which has been the prolific cause
of spiritual, moral, and social error and iniquity. We do not wonder
that the sacerdotalists want it. The priest naturally looks upon it
as the mainstay of his power. But why any others should desire, or
even tolerate it is almost beyond comprehension. Still, the fact
remains that the House of Clergy, by an overwhelming majority, have
given it their support. Will the Laity follow suit 1 We can hardly
think so. It is a question that deeply concerns them. Behind the
picture of the "penitent" kneeling before the priest, which this
" Grey Book" contemplates, may be seen the dark shadow of ruined
lives and homes. We would fain hope that tl;J.e lay people, if they
can be awakened to see the danger threatening them, will raise their
voice against it in a manner that cannot be mistaken. Possibly the
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propollal may be engineered through the Assembly, possibly it may
be accepted by the Ecclesiastical Committee, but surely Parliament
will interpose their veto to save Englishmen and their families from
this method of priestly tyranny and the mischief that it means.
(The above may be had as a leaflet- from the Protestant Truth
Society, 3 & 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4, Price Is. per
100.-ED.)
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
IN connection with the Tunbridge Wells Home a very successful Sale
of Work was held on Sept. 14th. General Owen Hay presided over
the meeting, and details of the work of the Auxiliary were given by
the local Hon. Sec., Mr. M. C. Kirkman. Miss Hazelton kindly opened
the Sale and the Secretary had an opportunity of explaining the aims
and objects of the Society.
Dr. Unmack, Rector of West Horsley, was the preacher on the
occasion of the Annual Service at St. Mary Woolnoth Church. His
theme was " Salvation the gift of God," and his exposition of Ephes.
ii. 8 was listened to with interest and profit.
During the month meetings will be held (D.V.) as follows: Service
at Zoar Chapel, Hounslow, on the 3rd; on the 5th the Ladies at
Hornsey Rise will hold their Autumn Sale of Work in the afternoon,
and in the evening a sermon will be preached in the Chapel by Rev.
Hugh Miller; at Leicester, on the 8th, in the Edward Wood Hall,
the Annual I1ieetings (afternoon and evening) of the Auxiliary; a Sale
fo Work at Hawkhurst, Kent, on the 10th; Service at Potton on the
11th, at High Wycombe on the 14th, and Service and meeting at
Morley, near Leeds, on the 21st and 22nd.
,

Jltebiewf:l .aull' j!l,oticef:lOf JJ3oob.
HOLD FAST BY YOUR SUNDAYS. By the Author of Deepdale Yicarage.
Pp. 124. Price Is. 9d., post free. (Lord's Day Observance
Society, 18, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2).
THIS is an excellent story written in defence of the due observance of
the Lord's Day. It consists of twenty chapters of deeply interesting
narrative. It is difficult to avoid reading the book through once it is
begun. It beautifully illustrates the truth of the words, " Them that
honour Me, I will honour." It shows how the temptation to spend
the Lord's day in pleasUre was, through grace, resisted, how God
honoured and prospered one who was enabled to stand firm in the
paths of Sabbath Observance, and how ruin and disaster came to one
who desecrated the Lord's day.
The book is suitable for young and old and for males and females.
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It would be an excellent thing if all our Sunday School scholars and
Sunday School teachers had a copy presented to them. Parent~ will
do well to present it to their children.
A copy of this story should be put into the hands of boys and girls
of the educated classes as well as in the hands of other young people.
We would suggest that if a new edition is called for the verse of a
hymn quoted on page 73 should be omitted, and another verse from a
sounder hymn put in its place.

THE HOLY SPIRIT. A series of eleven short tracts by various writers.
Price Is., post free, for the set. (Church Association, 13-14,
Buckingham St., Strand, London, W.C.2).
PROBABLY realizing that the papers at the Church Congress on " The
Eternal Spirit" would be far from sound in their teaching, the Church
Association has issued the above eleven tracts. Their titles are :1. The Dtdty and Personality of the Holy Spirit.

By Rev. C. E.

Luce, D.D.
2. Who spake by the Prophets. By Rev. F. J. Hamilton, D.D.
3. The Vicar of Christ. By Rev. E. Abbey Tindall, M.A.
4 & 5. The Holy Spirit in the Church.
6. The Holy Spirit and the M·inistry.
7. The Holy Spirit and Christian Worship.
These four are by Rev. A. C. Downer, D.D.
8. The Holy Spirit and Regeneration. By Rev. E. G. Bowring, M.A.
9. The Holy Spirit and Confirmation.
10. The Holy Spirit and the Lord's Supper.
These two are by Mr. W. Prescott Upton.
11. The Fruit of the Spirit. By Rev. G. Denyer.
There is much that is good in all these tracts, but we could not
endorse everything contained in them. In Dr. Downer's Tract on
The Holy Spirit and the Ministry of the Church, he suggests that faithful
Bishops are in some sense successors of the apostles. We think the
apostles had, strictly speaking, no successors. In the same writer's
tract on The Holy Spirit and Christian Worship, he says, " Our Lord's
presence does include His humanity in fullest perfection" (p. 1). This
seems to be contradicted by Mr. Prescott Upton's tract on The Holy
Spirit and the Lord's Supper, in which he speaks of" the revealed truth
of the Real Absence from earth of our Saviour's Humanity," and he
proceeds to quote the rubric which says, "The natural Body and
Blood of our Saviour Christ are in heaven, and not here" (p. 5). Taking
them altogether, however, the eleven tracts contain much that is
scriptural, helpful, and instructive.
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THE CHURCH AND THE CHURCHES. Pp. 88. Price 6d., post free.
(Sovereign Grace Union, 96a, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5).
THIS little volume contains the papers which were prepared for reading
at the Twelfth Annual Conference of the Sovereign Grace Union, held
in May last at Grove Chapel, Camberwell, London. The General
Strike, however, so interfered with the trains that many of the advertised speakers were unable to attend. Their papers, however, are all
included in this report of the Conference. Despite the difficulties
occasioned by the Strike the Conference is described by many as " the
most gracious, sweet and profitable Conference they had ever attended."
The address of the President (the Rev. W. Sykes) and the Conference
Sermon by the Rev. W. Walmsley are given in full. Six papers on
The Church follow, written by the Revs. W. Walmsley, J. Willoughby,
T. C. Lawson, J. T. Sharples, W. Sykes, and S. Champion. They all
contain much excellent matter and we refrain from differentiating
between one and another.
A paper on Calvinism in the light of the past by the Rev. Henry
Atherton, and another paper on Calvinism in the light of the present
day, by the Rev. L. Atherton follow. Then there are given excellent
extracts on the Church from such divines as Bishop Coverdale, the
judicious Hooker, Bishop Jackson, Dean Nowell, Archbishop Usher,
Bishop Davenant and Bishop Ridley. The whole volume will be found
to contain helpful and instructive reading.
FRIENDLY TALKS WITH OUR THINKING YOUNG PEOPLE.
No. 1. What about the Reformation?
No. 2. The Story of Our English Prayer Book.
Price one penny each. (Church Association, 13 & 14, Buckingham
St., Strand, London, W.C.2).
BOTH these excellent booklets are by the Rev. F. G. Llewellin, M.A.,
B.D.
My POCKET COMPANION. Pp. 64. Price 2!d., post free. (Protestant
Truth Society, 3 & 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4).
THIS popular diary and calendar for 1927 contains much excellent
matter. In its closing pages it provides useful warnings against AngloCatholicism, Gambling, Christian Science, Russelism and "Red"
Sunday Schools.
We have received HAppy GREETINGS for 1927. It is published by the
Lord's Day Observance Society, 18, Buckingham St., Strand,
London, W.C.2. The Editor is Mr. H. H. Martin and the price
is 2d., postage id.

Mr. William Wileman, 44, Caddington Road, Cricklewood, sends us
A WONDERFUL NUMBER, to be had direct from him. Price 3d.

