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A CRY FOR MERCY.

"JESUS, Thou SON OF DAVID, have rneJrcy on me."MARK x. 47.
MERCY in manifold forms is what we all need. Divine mercv
.' is
shown both in the bestowal of temporal. and of spiritual benefits.
Works of mercy were frequently wrought by our LORD on the bodies
of men. Many afflicted ones cried to Him for mercy, and their
cry was not in vain. The woman of Canaan was in distress because
her daughter was grievously vexed with a devil and she cried,
"Have mercy on me, 0 LORD, Thou SON OF DAVID" (Matt. xv.
22). The man at the foot of the Mount of Transfiguration was in
distress because his son was a lunatic and sore vexed through being
possessed with a demon, and he cried, "LORD, have mercy on my
son" (Matt. xvii. 15). The ten lepers when they desired cleansing
from their foul disease, "lifted up their voices, and said, JESUS,
MASTER, have mercy on us" (Luke xvii. 13).
Epaphroditus, Paul's companion in labour, "was sick nigh unto
death, but GOD had mercy on Him" and not on him only, but on
His servant Paul lest he should have sorrow upon sorrow (Phil. ii..
25-27).
All these instances show that deliverances from demon possessiorr,.
and from disease and sickness, are exhibitions of Divine mercy.
But the mercy of the LORD is not confined to the bestowal of
temporal blessings. His mercy extends to the soul. It reaches
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those who are dead in trespasses and sins, ana issues in their
regeneration and salvation from sin's penalty. Thus it was with
the Ephesian sinners. GOD, Who is rich in mercy, for His great
love wherewith He loved them, even when they were dead in sins,
did quicken them together with CHRIST, and save them by His
grace. (See Ephes. ii. 4, 5). All the saved are called, " Vessels of
mercy, which He had afore prepared unto glory" (Rom. ix. 23).
It was through the tender mercy of our GOD that the Dayspring
from on high visited this sin-stricken earth, to give light to them
that sit in darkness aBd in the shadow of death, and to guide their
feet into the way of peace. All the saved are constrained to say,
" Not by works of ;righteousness which we have done, but according
to His mercy He saved us" (Titus iii. 5). No glory must be taken
by the creature. It is "according to His abundant mercy" that
we are begotten again unto a lively hope. What a mercy it is that
GOD shows mercy! It is true that His mercy is Sovereign. He
says, "I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy. . . . So then
it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of GOD
that sheweth mercy" (Rom. ix. 15, 16). There is no credit to our
so-called free will, nor to our efforts, if we have obtained mercy.
It is solely due to the sovereign grace of the GOD of mercy. Saul
of Tarsus was a remarkable object of Divine mercy. He was a
blasphemer, a persecutor and injurious, yet he " obtained mercy."
Chief of sinners though he was, CHRIST came into the world to save
him, and his case is a sample of the kind of sinners upon whom
Divine mercy is bestowed. He says, "For this cause I obtained
mercy, that in me first JESUS CHRIST might show forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on
Him to life everlasting" (1 Tim. i. 13-16).
Let no sinner despair. If the LORD had mercy on such a sinner
as Saul of Tarsus, He will also have mercy on every other sinner
who cries to Him for mercy.
The case of blind Bartimreus is an encouragement to-day to all
who feel their need of Divine mercy. He was sitting by the high-way side begging, and hearing the noise of the multitude passing
by, he asked what it meant. "They told him that JESUS OF
NAZARETH passeth by." And at once" he began to cry out, and
say, JESUS, thou SON OF DAVID, have mercy on me." Doubtless
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he had heard that JESUS OF NAZARETH had gone about giving sight
to the blind, cleansing to the leper, hearing to the deaf, speech to
the dumb, and life to the dead. We can imagine his saying in his
heart, " 0 that He came into this neighbourhood. 0 that I might
taste of His mercy." He may also have determined that if ever
he knew that He was near at hand he would go to Him, and cry
to Him for mercy. Now, he is told that at last the great prophet
is in the highway on which he-is sitting, and hearing the news he
cried out, "JESUS, Thou SON OF DAVID, have mercy on me." At
last" JESUS stood still and co=anded him to be called. _ . . And
he, casting away his garment, rose and came to JESUS." "What
wilt thou that I should do unto thee 1 " said JESUS. " LORD, that
I might receive my sight," was the man's answer. And JESUS had
compassion on him, touched his eyes, and i=ediately his eyes
received sight, and he followed JESUS, glorifying GOD for His mercy.
(See Matt. xx. 34; Luke xviii. 43.)
1. Let us first notice that this cry for mercy arose from a sense of
deep need.
The blind man was in darkness, and he longed to be in the light.
He longed to have his eyes opened. Here was One Who could
satisfy the longing of his heart, and he cried out for mercy. Now'
darkness, moral darkness, is the condition of all men by nature.
They were born in the darkness of sin. They sit in darkness. Their
understanding is darkened, and unless grace intervenes, "outer
darkness" will be their portion hereafter. (See Matt. iv. 16;
Ephes iv. 18.) CHRIST came to give light to them that sit in
darkness, and in the shadow of death. Through Divine grace
GOD'S people are turned from darkness to light and from the power
of Satan unto GOD. The removal of spiritual darkness requires
the same power as was exercised at the creation when GOD said,
" Let there be light, and there was light." We read of the exercise
of this power in the case of the Corinthian saints. "GOD ," says
the apostle, "Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness,
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of GOD in the face of JESUS CHRIST" (2 Cor. iv. 6). He it is
Who delivers His people from th~ power of darkness, and translates
them into the kingdom of His dear Son. He calls them out of
darkness into His marvellous light. (See Col. i. 13; 1 Pet. ii_ 9.)
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If, like the blind man, we realize our spiritual blindness and our

•

absolute helplessness to remove it, we shall cry out, " JESUS, Thou
SON OF DAVID, have mercy on me." He is the Light to lighten
the Gentiles, ai:J.d the glory of His people Israel. J EHOVAH, His
FATHER, has given Him "for a Covenant of the people, for a light
of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners
from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison
house" (Isa. xlii. 6, 7).
2. Secondly, the cry of the blind man was an intelligent cry.
Though told that it was" JESUS OF NAZARETH" Who passed by,
he cried out, "JESUS, Thou SON OF DAvm." There was meaning
and knowledge in the use of this title. "What think ye of CHRIST ~
Whose Son is He ~" CHRIST asked of the Pharisees, and they
said, "The SON OF DAvm" (Matt. xxii. 42). The blind man
therefore believed that JESUS was the CIrnIST, David's Son. He
probably knew that wonderful miracles would characterize the
ministry of the MESSIAH. Isaiah had said, "Then the eyes of the
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the
dumb sing" (Isa. xxxv. 5, 6). The MESSIAH would be One Who
would bestow temporal and spiritual mercies upon His people.
Here then was CHRIST. Here was the long-promised MESSIAH.
Mercy is one of His attributes. "JESUS, Thou SON OF DAVID, have
mercy on me." Dost thou know, dear reader, that JESUS is the
CHRIST, the SON OF DAvm and the SON OF GOD ~ Dost thou know
that there is none other name under heaven by whom poor sinners
can obtain mercy ~ Art thou conscious of thy need of mercy ~
If so, cry out to Him. He can hear thee though He is absent in
the body. Cry out from the depths of thy soul, "JESUS, Thou
SON OF DAVID, have mercy on me. Blot out my transgressions.
Cleanse me in Thy precious blood." He was sent "to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering
of sight to the blind" (Luke iv. 18).
3. Thirdly, it was a believing and a trustful cry.
He cried out with confidence and faith. He renounced all
confidence in hiIllSelf and he put his trust in JESUS, the SON OF
DAVID.
.
The LORD recognized his faith and said, "Recei I'e thy sight;
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thy faith hath saved thee" (Luke xviii. 42). GOD-given faith
renounces all trust in the filthy rags of the sinner's righteousness,
and trusts in the blood and righteousness of the LORD JESUS CHRIST.
Venturing wholly upon CHRIST, it is assured of pardon and peace
through His merits.
"Venture on Him, venture wholly,
Let no other trust intrude;
None but JESUS
Can do helpless sinners good."
4. It was an earnest and perslWering cry.
He began to cry out for mercy and he went on crying out.
" Many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried
the more a great deal, Thou SON OF DAVID, have mercy on me."
The devil tries to prevent the sinner from crying out for mercy.
Men may ridicule the godly sorrow of the penitent sinner, and
suggest he is suffering from morbid thoughts and fears. Like
Elymas the sorcerer, they may seek to turn away seeking souls
from faith in CHRIST. If, however, a sinner has really been
•
awakened by the Spirit and realizes that he is by nature a poor,
lost, helpless and hell-deserving sinner, he will never rest until he
has heard the voice of the LORD saying to his soul, " Thy sins areforgiven thee; I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions,
and as a cloud thy sins." An awakened sinner cannot be satisfied
without CHRIST, and CHRIST cannot be satisfied without him.
5. Lastly, it was a cry crowned with the desired blessing.
At first the LoRD passed on as if He heard not the cry of this
poor man, but He was only testing his faith. At last He " stood
still, and co=anded him to be called. And they call the blind
man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; He calleth thee.
And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to JESUS." 0
the joy that must have filled his heart when told that JESUS was
calling him. Now the blessing is to be mine. Mercy will be
bestowed, and casting away his outer garment which might have
impeded his progress, he rose with alacrity, and came to JESUS.
Then be heard the voice of JESUS, saying, "What wilt thou that
I should do unto thee ~" And he answered" LORD, that I might
receive my sight." Then with- compassion for this poor, sightless
man, JESUS touched his eyes and said, "Receive thy sight: thy
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faith hath saved thee. And i=ediately he received his sight, and
followed Him, glorifying GOD; and all the people, when they saw
it, gave praise unto GOD" (Matt. xx. 34; Luke xviii. 42, 43).
Take courage, then, ye who are longing for His mercy. " He
satisfieth the longing soul and filleth the hungry soul with goodness"
(Psa. cvii. 9).
He is "the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever."

,

I

" JESUS ready, stands to save you,
Full of pity joined with power;
He is able,
He is willing; doubt no more."

Whitington Vicarage,
Btoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

GOSPEL MAGAZINE READERS AND SECESSION.
A CORRESPONDENT living in Newcastle-on-Tyne writes as follows :" As a reader of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE I have often desired to
write you in appreciation of its value in these dark and troublous
times. It is a great comfort to know that God has not left us without
witnesses who are not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ even in the
Established Church, where Modernism and Anglo-Romanism seem
to predominate. In the face of the passing of the Revised Prayer Book
Measure I am afraid that many clerical and lay-members who are
true to the Thirty-nine Articles and their Bible will find it impossible
. to remain in that Church. Speaking for myself as a Churchman, I
should feel it my duty to sever my connection with it should it become
law. In these days when God's people seem few, and the doctrines
of Toplady, Romaine, and Newton are ostracized, we feel like the
speckled bird in Scripture, and we get the cold shoulder. I am unaware
of any Church belonging to the Establishment here where the doctrines
of grace are preached and where there is a simple congregational
service. I have found it necessary, owing to this, to attend a little
chapel belonging to the Particular Baptist denomination. There I
have found what I sought, although I miss the simple liturgy of the
Church of England. We rejoice also in the weekly refreshment of The
English Ohurchman, and the monthly sweetness of THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE.
" Let me hope I have not trespassed on your valuable time in penning
these lines. May the Lord abundantly bless your work and ministry."
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PRAYER BOOK REVISION.
-

VIII.

IN RELATION TO THE BIBLE PRINCIPLE OF SEPARATION
FROM EVIL. (2nd Article.)

" Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing,. and I w~ll receive you,
and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."-2 COR. vi. 17, 18.

•

IN our previous article we thought of the duty of separation from
unbelievers on which the apostle insists in the fourteenth verse of
this chapter. We now proceed to dwell on other points suggested
by the section of the Epistle which we are considering.
1. First, let us consider the reasons why God's people should be
separate from or not unequally yoked with unbelievers.
The first reason suggested is that there ran be no fellowship
between righteousness and unrighteousness. A believer is righteous
by imputation and by practice. He has been made righteous by
imputation, in Christ, and he lives more or less a righteous life, a
life in measurable conformity with God's law. The word translated'
" unrighteousness" (verse 14) means contempt and violation of
law, iniquity, wickedness. Unrighteousness characterizes the
unbeliever. He is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed
can be. His carnal mind is antagonistic to God, and it naturally
violates God's law and gives itself to iniquity.
Before conversion, the Roman Christians yielded their members
"servants to uncleanness, and to iniquity unto iniquity" (Rom.
vi. 19). Afterwards they were exhorted to yield their members
"servants to righteousness unto holiness." "Iniquity" here is
the same word (anomia) translated" unrighteousness" in 2 Cor.
vi. 14. "The mystery of iniquity doth already work" in the
professing Church (2 Thess. ii. 7), but we are not to be yoked with
it. Christ re~eemed His people from all iniquity (Tit. ii. 14), and
being righteous in Him, they are to have no fellowship with
unrighteousness or iniquity. ')'hey are not to be joined with
unrighteous persons. They have nothing in common with each
other and so are not to be yoked together.

.,
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The second reason is that tlu~re can be no communion between light
and darkness.
Light stands for holiness. Darkness stands for sin. (See John
iii. 19-21; 1 John ii. 9, 10.) God's people were formerly darkness,
but now they are light in the Lord. They have been delivered
from the power of darkness. They have been called out of darkness.
They have been turned from darkness to light. God Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness hath shined in their
hearts. Darkness enveloped them, but He said, "Let there be
light, and there was light. Unbelievers are, however, still sitting
in darkness, and are still under its power. Their understanding
is darkened. As light and darkness are opposites and cannot
commingle, so believers and unbelievers can have no fellowship
with each other. God has divided the light from the darkness, and
what He has separated let not man join together. Those who are
light are forbidden to be joined with those who are darkness.
There can be no communion between them.
As we cannot have fellowship with God Who is light, if we wall,
in darkness, so those who are light can have no fellowship with
those who are darkness.
The third reason is the-re can be no concord be!ween Christ and
Belial.
The word Belial means worthlessness, wickedness. In the Old
Testament it is frequently used to denote a wicked person. (See
Deut. xiii. 13; 1 Sam. ii. 12.) As Belial is opposed to Christ in
the passage we are considering, it probably denotes the wicked one,
the devil (2 Cor. vi. 15).
The word" concord" means" to sound together, be in accord."
It is used of the sounds of musical instruments. Nothing is so
distressing to a musical ear than discord, want of harmony, want
of agreement in musical sounds. In like manner, "What concord
hath Christ with Belial?" Christ is J ehovah's "righteous
servant." Satan is pre-eminently" the evil one." The two are
wholly out of harmony. There can be no agreement or concord
between them. How then can they unite? How can they be
yoked together? Christ an~ His people are One. Unbelievers are
the children of the wicked one. The two classes are out of harmony.
They cannot be in agreement. Therefore they must not be yoked
together. They must be separate.
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The fourth reason is that a believer can have 710 part with an
in{ulel.
The word "believer" describes God's people. The word
" infidel" or unbeliever describes the opposite class. A believer
has no portion in an unbeliever. They have nothing in common.
This is true whether the unbeliever is a heathen as in 1 Cor. vi. 6,
or a Christian by mere profession, as in Luke xii. 46; Tit. i. 15, 16 ;
2 Cor. iv. 4; Rev. xxi. 8.
The last reason is' that there can be no agreement between the
temple of God and idols. God's people, the Apostle declares, "are
the temple of the living God." (See 1 Cor. iii. 16; vi. 19; 2 Cor.
vi. 16.) A temple is the dwelling place of a god. God's people
are the dwelling place of the only living and true God. Heathen
temples are the dwelling places of idols, false gods. What agreement can there be between the two ~ Hence' God's true people
have "turned from idols" (1 Thess. i. 9). They are bidden to
keep themselves from idols. (See 1 John v. 21.) They are bidden
to have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness. If,
then, idols or idolatry are legally set up in the national Church,
how can God's people remain in her~ "Wherefore, my dearly
beloved, FLEE from idolatry" (1 Cor. x. 14). If they continue their.
ministry and membership, are they not failing to obey the teaching
of this passage ~ They may answer, "We disown the idolatry
and error of the new Prayer Book, and will take care that it is not
recognized in any Church where we minister." But they will be
in legal fellowship with idolatry and error if this new Prayer Book
becomes legal. Whereas the apostle says, "What fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteousness~ And what communion
hath light with darkness ~ And what concord hath Christ with
Belial ~ Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel ~
And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols ~" And
because these opposites cannot commingle, and are out of harmony
with each other, the inspired apostle enjoins that they are not
to be yoked together. They are to be separate from each other.
And how can: we claim to be separate from such evils if we are
legally in fellowship with them ~ We would earnestly and affectionately put these considerationS before the minds of all Evangelical
clergymen and members of the Church of England who read these
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lines. To separate from the Church with which we have been
associated all our lives will be a great trial, and may mean much
suffering for Christ's sake, and for the sake of His Gospel, but if
Scripture enjoins such separation there is no option. Consequences
have not to be considered.
" Though dark be my way,
Since He is my Guide,
'Tis mine to obey,
'Tis His to provide:
Though cisterns be broken,
And creatures all fail,
The word He has spoken
Will surely prevail."
2. Secondly, let us consider the call to come out and be separate.
This logically follows on the previous teaching. If we are not
to be unequally yoked together, and if the grounds for avoiding
such yoking are clear, convincing and beyond question, it follows
that we should come out from amongst those referred to by the
apostle. We should be separate from fellowship with unbelievers,
fellowship with unrighteousness, fellowship with darkness, fellowship with Satan and his children, fellowship with idols and idolatry.
This separation is Divinely enjoined. "Come out . . . and be
separate, saith the Lord." The words are thought to be based on
the exhortation to God's ancient people, Israel, found in Isaiah lii.
11. "Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean
thing,. go ye out of the midst of her." The Lord's people whether
Jew or Gentile are to depart out of the midst of Babylon, and
Babylonianism, whatever form the latter may take. They are
not to be identified with it. The apostle, under the Spirit's guidance, sees in this injunction a principle for the guidance of all the
true people of God at all times. They are not to remain in the
midst of Babylon, or Babylonianism, in the hope of reforming that
city, and its evil system, but they are to go out of the midst of
her. The same principle is enjoined in reference to the Babylon
of the Apocalypse. We are, of course, aware that students of
prophecy differ as to whether Babylon is Rome, or whether it is
the literal Babylon yet to be built in Mesopotamia, and to become
as the result of the full-blown predicted apostasy " the habitation
of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit and a cage of every
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unclean and hateful bird."r But wbatever the)rue interpretation
of Babylon may be the principle of separation from her is enjoined,
and is surely intended for our guidance now. A voice from heaven
says, "Come out cf her, My people, that ye be not partakers of
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues" (Rev. xviii. 2, 4).
There is a double danger here against which God's people are
warned and on account of which they are to come out. First, if
they remain they may become partakers of Babylon's sins. The
Lord does not promise to keep His people true if they deliberately
remain in fellowship with evil. Just as Solomon's heart was turned
away after other gods, through an unholy and a forbidden alliance,
so may it be with us (1 Kings. xi. 1-4). Safety lies in coming out.
Danger lies in remaining in. J oseph's safety lay in fleeing from
the presence of Potiphar's wife.
The second danger is that God's people may be partakers of
Babylon's plagues. True, the Lord's real people cannot perish,
but compromising fellowships will bring Divine chastisement upon
them.
Many good men seem to think that secession from the Church
of England under any circumstances would be wrong. Yet such
men always welcome the secession of Romish priests and other .
Roman Catholics from the Church of Rome. They rejoice if
Roman Catholics are converted and led to come out from Romanism. They never suggest that they should remain in, and seek to
reform the Roman Church. The Church of England, however,
may become Romish in teaching and practice by means of the new
Prayer Book, and yet good men advocate staying in and seeking
to reform her. But what if God has judicially given over the
Church of England, after long forbearance, to the consequences of
its apostasy from His truth ~ Did there not come a time in Israel's
history when "there was no remedy?" (2 Chron. xxxvi. 16). But
apart from that there can be no agreement between tbe temple
of God (the true Church) and idols in association with a Church
of human organization. Under such circumstances the command
is, "Come out . . . and be separate, saith the Lord."
Not only should ministers cQme out and be separate, but they
should use their mfluence to lead the ordinary disciples of the Lord
to come out and be separate also. All thought of respecting
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parochial boundaries should come to an end. The example of the
Apostle Paul may be quoted in support of this. We read, that
after speaking boldly in the synagogue of Ephesus for three months,
"When divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil
of that way before the multitude, he departed tram them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus.
And this continued by the space of two years; so that all they
which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews
and Greeks" (Acts xix. 9, 10).
Paul not only left the synagogue himself, but "separated the
disciples," and then he commenced meetings in the same neighbourhood, and his labours were more abundantly blessed of God. Here
we have a case which suggests that an Evangelical clergyman
who feels led by the teaching of Scripture to secede should open
another meeting place, and influence the believing memberS of the
congregation to follow him. In towns this seems the right course
to take. The interests of God's cause and people should be the
first consideration, and parish boundaries and successors in the
parish should no longer be considered, though of course Christian
kindness and love should still prevail.
3. Thirdly, let us consider the gracious promises made to those
who come out and are separate.
- The first promise which the Lord makes to those who come
out is, "I will receive ymt." They are to come out to Him.
They are to avoid fellowship with those to whom they cannot
rightly be yoked, and they are to come, so to speak, into
closer fellowship with Jehovah. ,When they thus break with
evil, and come out more fully and definitely to Him, He says,
"I will receive you." What a comforting promise this! Coming
out and being separate often means walking in a lonely path,
but J ehovah is in the path and He welcomes to His heart,
and receives kindly, and treats with favour His people who
definitely break with all associations which are contrary to His
will. The separated one can thus count on the welcome, the smile,
the favour and the fellowship of J ehovah.
The next promise which the Lord makes to those who come
out is, "I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons a?rd
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."

1

•

•

I

•

•

The Gospel Magazine
•

473

This precious promise came to us with special sweetness when
we were recently meditating upon this section of the Epistle. It
seemed to us that this is precisely the promise which Evangelical
ministers of the Church of England may need, if the new Prayer
Book becomes law. If such ministers then feel that they must
come out and be separate from a Church that has abandoned its
Protestantism, what a comfort to be assured that the Lord will be
a Father to them in their distress and treat them as His children.
For, be it remembered, that for a clergyman to come out from the
Church of England is no small matter. Laymen may come out,
but they do not therefore have to leave home and income. A
clergyman may be a poor man, depending entirely on the small
income he receives as a minister of the Church of England. He
may have a family dependent on him. If he is an incumbent, by
coming out he has to abandon his home, and his income, and go
forth, it may be penniless. Probably this fact will make many
men hesitate to take so serious a step. In like manner if Protestant
Societies recommended secession, their officers would be deprived of
their posts and of their incomes, unless their energies were directed
into another channel outside the Church of England.
Secession in these cases would therefore be a very serious step.
Moreover, whether a man is rich or poor, it is a serious matter to
break with the associations of a life-time. Yet, I would humbly
and affectionately urge that whatever the conSequences, we ought
to listen to the voice of God speaking in His Word, and if that voice
clearly and unmistakably says, in the event of this Dew Prayer Book
becoming law, "Come out from the Church of England and be
separate," there will be no choice but to .obey. " Yes, but," some
may answer, "we do not think God's voice thus speaks to us in
His Word." If such a reply is given after rarelul, lull, and prayerlul
study 01 the Word, with a mind ready to receive its teat;hing with
meekness, well and good. But let us not allow side issues to
influence us. Some say, " It is no good a few going out. If there
is secession it must be on a large scale." But if secession is a duty,
no man who feels it to be so may avoid it on the ground that others
fail to secede. Each believer i~ responsible to obey the voice of
God, whether others do so or not. As it is wrong to follow a
multitude to do evil, so it is wrong to do right only because others
do it.
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No thought of consequences, or of what others may do, should
therefore influence those who seek to be guided alone by God's
•
Word. Conferring with flesh and blood may issue in a wrong
course. In the event of any of God's people feeling that God is
calling them to come from a Church which may become apostate
from Evangelical and Protestant principles, how full of comfort is
this promise.
God says, He will be a Father unto such, and they shall be His
children. That is to say, He will specially manifest His Fatherly
care over them if they, in loyalty to His Word, feel impelled to
abandon home and income. He will in a special manner treat
them as His children. He will protect them with His power, pity
and comfort them in their distress, support them by His grace,
and' supply all their needs according to His riches in glory by
Christ Jesus. They need not therefore be anxious about home,
income, food and clothing. Their heavenly Father knoweth they
have need of these things. Moreover, He Who makes these precious
promises is the "Lord Almighty." He is the One Who "holds
sway over all things; the Ruler of all, the Almighty." All the
resources of the universe are at His command. He is able therefore
to house, to clothe and to feed all his sons and daughters. "There is
no want to them that fear Him." "No good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly" (Psa. xxxiv. 9; lxxxiv. 11).
We have now expounded as the Lord has eni\bled us this
important passage of Scripture in relation to the great controversy
which has arisen about the new Prayer Book. If our exposition
is correct, we trust many of the Lord's people may obey its teaching.
If it is in any measure incorrect, may the Lord show us our mistakes.
In conclusion, let us hear the voice of our Lord Jesus Christ. He
says, "There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters,
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for My sake,
and the Gospel's, but he shall receive an hundredfold now in this
time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children,
and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal
life" (Mark x. 29, 30).
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(ThorlUJ,S Houghton).
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Plead my cause, 0 Lord, with them that strive with me: fight against
them that fight against me. Take hold of shield and buckler, and
stand up for mine help. Draw out also the spear, and stop the way
against them that persecute me: say unto my soul, I am thy salvation."-PsALM xxxv. 1-3.
THIS, the language of David as he prayed for Divine succour, safety
and deliverance from his enemies to their confusion and dispersion,
fits the lips of every child of God throughout the ages, and is doubtless
the plea of one and all of those who are so anxiously watching and
praying (at the time I write) against the acceptance of the Revised
Prayer Book which is threatening to overthrow the Protestant character
of our beloved Reformed Church of England. The subject of Divine
interposition has been much laid upon my heart, and in many of the
instances given in the precious Scriptures, a profitable meditation has
been granted. Share with me, dear reader, as I am enabled to write
them upon this paper, and may the Lord greatly encourage and
strengthen our hearts to pray on, and pray much for those who so
faithfully and valiantly protest for us in public, and may we live to
prove once again what wonders our God can do and delights to do
for His praying people. But if not! In those three small words lie
a depth of experimental teaching, which leaves all our goings and
concerns in the hands of Omnipotence, and which work out in infinite
wisdom and perfect love the counsels of His own will, to His people's
good and His eternal glory.
The word interpose means to place between; thrust in; to offer aid
in emergency; to step in and mediate between parties at variance;
to put in by way of interposition. And our thoughts are at once
carried to the first book of the Bible where (in Gen. xxii.) we have the
sweet story of the trial and triumph of Abraham's faith. Called to
offer up his beloved son, the long waited for and promised son; the
son given under such remarkable and unnatural circumstances, Abraham
rises early in the morning, in unquestioning and implicit obedience,
and proceeds with Isaac and the servants and the fuel and, fire to
Mount Moriah as God had told him. None knew the heart of that
father of the faithful but his God, as he answered his son's question,
as to where was the sacrifice. "My son, God will provide Himself
a lamb for a burnt offering." And resting upon bare omnipotence and
inscrutable wisdom, "Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took
the knife to slay his son."
And now read of the blessed and timely interposition. "Abraham!
Abraham !" The Lord calls His dear servant's name twice, showing
the urgency and tender care now being evinced on his behalf. The
patriarch's attention is arrested; his hand restrained and his ear hears
32
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the blessed deliverance. "Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither
do thou anything unto him; for now J know that thou fearest God."
His eyes are directed to a thicket where a ram is caught by his horns
and the beautiful type is hereby set forth that the Church is freed
by the Lamb slain! Divine interposition!
Again we have an instance in Judges vi. 34 where we find Israel
beset by a host of enemies, even" all the Midianites and the Amalekites
and the children of the east," coming up in their forceful strength
against God's ancient people, to overwhelm and destroy. It is a case
of "thus far and no further," for the Lord Jehovah put a BUT between
them and Israel and there was consequently preservation and deliverance. "But the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon," and weak
man and least in his father's house as he may plead, yet he is constituted a mighty man of valour in the hands of Omnipotence, and Gideon
and his reduced army, that little band of 300 men, put all the enemy
host to flight and slew their princes.
We find another wonderful instance where this little yet important
word but changed Israel's unhappy experience from suffering and
oppression into a wonderful deliverance. The Philistines were allowed
to oppress the children of Israel. They were under God's hand of
displeasure for having forsaken Him and followed strange gods. They
cry unto Samuel the prophet that he will beseech the Lord for them.
Very well, says the prophet, you put away the strange gods and
Ashtaroth from you and humble yourselves and confess your wrong
doing, and I will sacrifice unto the Lord on your behaU. The case is
so urgent that they beg Samuel to cease not to cry unto the Lord their
God for them, and while the Lord's dear servant is sacrificing a sucking
lamb for a burnt offering, the Philistines drew near, "BUT the Lord
thundered with a great thunder on that day and discomfited them
and they were smitten before Israel." The place was Beth-car, which
-signifies the house of the lamb, and that is where our victories are
obtained, dear readers, and whence, as did Samuel, we set up our
Ebenezers and say, " Hitherto hath the Lord helped us" (1 Sam. vii.
11-13).
Again we may find another of these providential interpositions
hanging upon that little word but in the Divine decree of Him Who
ordered all things after the counsel of His own will. David is being
pursued and hard pressed by his enemy Saul, who instructs the Ziphites
to go and search out" all the lurking places where he doth hide him'self and I will search him out throughout all the thousands of J udah."
:Poor David! hunted as a partridge upon the mountains; hiding in
,some cave or den, here and there fleeing from his persistent and cruel
.enemy, is at this time in a rock in the wilderness of Maon. Saul is
on this side of the mountain and David on that, and now it seems
to the fearful and anxious heart that it must be all up with him this
time. "But there came a messenger unto Saul saying, Haste thee,
and come; for the Philistines have invaded the land; wherefore Saul
returned from pursuing after David and went against the Philistines ;
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therefore they called that· place Sela-ha=ahlekoth" (1 Sam. xxiii.),
that is the rock of divisions. And the lesson to you and me, beloved
reader, is that it was the Lord Who turned Saul from pursuing His
dear servant, sent a message which changed all the current of his
enemy's thoughts and actions, and made the place of deliverance the
Tock of divisions and memorable again in His servants' heart. Thus,
He Who had delivered would and could yet deliver him.
le

Once David seemed Saul's certain prey,

But hark! the foe's at h..nd:
Saul turns his band another way
To save the invaded land."
Children of God, you have your memorable Sela-hammahkeloths to
recount, and can indeed sing the high praises of your God Who has
interposed not once nor twice, but all through your life's chequered
history. Oh! what a God we have to trust' Oh! that we could
trust Him more!
We might glance at 2 Kings vi. 17, where we find another interposition between the Lord's dear servant, the prophet Elisha, and the
enemies. The King of Syria had sent to spy out where the man of
God was, and when told that he was in Dothan, "he sent thither
horses and chariots and a great host and they came by night and com,passed the city about." The servant of the man of God sees all this
army when he rises early in the morning and exclaims to his godly
master, " Alas! my master! how shall we do 1 " and receives the
calm and confident reply from the prophet, "Fear not; for they that .
be with us are more than they that be with them." And as Elisha
prayed that the eyes of his servant might be opened, " the Lord opened
the eyes of the young man; and he saw; and, behold, the mountain
was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha." Oh, what
can not and what will not the Lord do for His people! How Divinely
preserved they are! What an impregnable division He puts between
them and the enemy! "Nothing," He says, "shall by any means
harm you." "I will be as a wall of fire round about," and just as
His servant the prophet and his young man were preserved from the
enemy's host who could not pass the horses and chariots of fire, so
you and I, dear children of God, as th,e saints of all ages, are Divinely
garrisoned and preserved, immortal till our work is done. And then
we think of how J ehovah interposed again for His people when
threatened destruction by the overwhelming armies of Sennacherib,
king of Assyria. True to His sworn word, to defend this city to save
it for His own sake and for His servant David's sake, the Lord sent
forth His angel, and in that one night "an hundred fourscore and
five thousand" of the Assyrians were slain. "In the morning behold
they were all dead corpses." Dear Mr. Ormiston once remarked on
this passage, "If one angel at God's co=and could slay 185,000 in
one night, what could not" twelve legion of angels have done." And
they were at Jesu's bidding!

j
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Oh! how well David knew the secret of -Divine interposition! He
realized many deliverances from the God of salvation, or the God of
deliverances as we have it in Psalm xliv. " For they got not the land
in possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm save them,
but Thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of Thy countenance,
because Thou hadst a favour unto them." When our God interposes
between us and the enemy, be he who and what he may, victory is
sure. God's right hand, God's arm of power, and the light of His
countenance put to flight and silence every enemy that rises up against
His children.
"Plead my cause, 0 Lord," cries the psalmist, "with them that
strive with me: fight against them that fight against me. Take hold
of shield and buckler, and stand up for mine help. Draw out also
the spear, and stop the way against them that persecute me. Say
unto my soul, I am thy salvation" (Psa. xxxv. 1-3). Stop the way
-interpose! Come between me and the enemy-for that is what
he meant and understood by begging the Lord to " take hold of shield
and buckler," and stand between him and his oppressor. And like
David, all God's servants have deliverances and interpositions to
praise Him for. "He bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought"
(i.e., He maketh frustrate). Gracious, timely and complete are God's
deliverances for His exercised people. And just as Job could declare
how his God disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands
cannot perform their enterprise (v. 12), you and I, dear reader, have
cause to recount how amid the countless tender mercies by the way,
the enemy who threatened to overwhelm us has been disappointed
of his craftiness and his hands spoiled of their enterprise. But if all
these interpositions we have been referring to are instances of Divine
providences, what shall we say of that great interposition of grace
in Redemption! Oh! what a word is this to every poor, coming,
seeking, longing sinner as well as to the ripest saint. Job had an eye
to it when he said, " If there be a messenger with him, an interpreter,
one among a thousand, to show unto man his uprightness: Then he
is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going down into the
pit; for I have found a ransom" (xxxiii. 24).
This is the truth in the language of the hymn we sing :H

"

\.

\

Jesus sought me when a stranger,

Wandering from the fold of God
He, to rescue me from danger,

Interposed His precious blood."
That precious all-prevailing blood comes between! It makes the
scarlet line of redemption, division, separation from Satan's most
malicious power to seize his prey. And it comes between the penitent
contrite sinner and the Righteous Holy Judge. So that like Joshua
the high priest clad in filthy garments, and Satan at his right hand
to resist him, there is yet Another, a voice Divine speaks forth the
royal mandate of deliverance. "And the Lord said unto Satan, the
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Lord rebuke thee, 0 Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem
rebuke thee; is not this a brand pluck:ed out of the fire ~ " (Zech. iii.
1, 2).
Francis Quarles, in his Emblem X, gives the graphic and highly
spiritual picture of Jesus, Justice, and the Sinner. There stands the
poor law- and self-condemned sinner who cannot answer for one sin
of a thousand committed, nor plead for himself. But there also stands
a Man at his right hand to speak for him, and Jesus in the merits of
His own blood and in His perfect righteousness presents Himself in
the stead of the law-condemned sinner, at the bar of Divine justice,
pleads His own cause and prevails and sets the sinner free!
Justice.

"Cease thy vain hopes: my angry God has vow'd,
Abused mercy must have blood for blood:
Shall I yet strike the blow?"

Jesus.

" Stay, Justice, hold:

My bowels yearn, My fainting blood grows cold
To view the trembling wretch: Methinks I spy
My Father's image in the pris'ner's eye."
Justice.

Jesus.

Sinner.

I cannot hold."
" Then turn thy thirsty blade
Into My side, let there the wound be made.
Cheer up, dear soul, redeem thy life with Mine;
My soul shall smart, My heart shall bleed for Thine."
" 0 groundless deeps! 0 love beyond del(ree 1
'fh' Offended dies to set th' offender free."
U

Interposition indeed! love beyond compare, mercy boundless, and
hope enkindled for the worst and vilest of sinners! The Cross of
Calvary stands between, and the once dying, but now risen, ascended
Saviour pleads and pleads not in vain, pleads the merits of His own
blood and demands His blood-bought rights for every Spirit-convicted,
returning, penitent sinner. May you and I, dear reader, be set free
if "tied and bound with the chain of our sins," and walk at liberty,
whilst very humbly, remembering at what a cost we were delivered
when Jesus interposed on our behalf and died the Just for the unjust
that He might bring us to God. May the language of our text be
found upon the lips of any halting, fearing, trembling sinner, "Say
unto my soul, I am thy salvation," to his emancipation and his eternal
joy and satisfaction, and to J esu's eternal glory!

R.
"THERE are three things which, if Christians do, they will find
themselves mistaken: If they look for that in themselves which is
to be had in Another, viz., righteo:usness; If they look for that in "the
law which is to be had only in the Gospel, viz., mercy; If they look
for that on earth which is to be had only in heaven, viz., perfection."Philip Henry.

480

The Gospel Magazine
.snmou~

aub

Nott~

of

.setmou~.

"THE SABBATH DAY."
NOTES OF A SERMON BY

LATE REV. J. W. DANCE, A.K.C., OF
- BRIGHTON.
" And He said unto them, the Sribbalh was maile for man, and not man
for the Sribbath: therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the
Sribbalh."-MARK ii. 27, 28.
THE

WORLDLY-MINDED people have always been anxious to avoid the
purpose of t,he Sabbath, and with the utmost presumption have
actually quoted this declaration of the Lord Jesus as a justification
for the use which they make of the day. They say, " If the Sabbath
was made for man, man has a right to please himself as to the manner
in which he spends it \" "That, as man was not made for the.
Sabbath, therefore he is jlL~tified in not spending it in a manner
distasteful and irksome. To deprive himself of the pleasure obtainable, is to penalize himself, and make himself a slave to the day."
Man is ever prone t<l extremes! If we read what led up to this
declaration we shall see in verses 23, 24, " And it came t<l pass, that
He went through the corn fields on the Sabbath day; and his disciples
began, as they went, to pluck the ears of corn. And the Pharisees
said unto Him, Behold, why do they on the Sabbath day that which
is not lawful?" The Pharisees would add to the Word of God,
and deprive it of lawful necessity, and even acts of mercy. They
made constant attacks upon the Lord, because He healed on the
Sabbath day. And their general attitude in this respect is well shown
in that of the Ruler of the Synagogue, " And the Ruler of the Synagogue
answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath
day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which men ought
to work; in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the
Sabbath day" (Luke xiii. 14). Hunger created a necessity, and the
disciples rubbing out the ears of corn and eating to satisfy hunger,
broke no commands of the Law, though they gave offence to those
who would add to that Law their own doctrine and commandment.
And they justly merited the rebuke recorded, "Ye hypocrites, well
did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto
Me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their
heart is far from Me. But in vain they do worship Me, tellching for
doctrines the commandments of men" (Matt. xv. 7-9).
The attitude in this so-called Christian count-ry is the other extreme.
No regard at all for the Sabbath-just a close attention to selfish
indulgence. Inasmuch as the Sabbath is a Divine Institution, contemporary with man's history, it behoves us to consider the phce
it should have in our lives.
\
We meet with it first at the close of the account of Creation, when
man, the crowning glory of that Creation, has been brought into
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being. "And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had
made; and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which
He had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it ;
because that in it He had rested from all His work which God created
and made" (Genesis ii. 2-3). We are told these special things then:
(1) He rested on the seventh day, and from that word" rest" we get
our term" Sahbath." (2) God blessed the seventh day, and blessed
it as a day of rest. (3) Sanctified it, that is, set it apart---<Jonsecrated
it. Our next reference to it comes in Exodus =. 8--11. "Remember
the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour and
do all thy work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God; in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor they son, nor
thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle,
nor the stranger that is within thy gates." You will notice verse
eight begins with an exhortation " Remember." . It is not something
new imposed upon IRrael, but Israel is called upon to "remember"
something already known, and is charged to keep it holy-sanctified,
exactly as we have it in its institution. The three principles, (1)
Divine Appointment, (2) Divine Blessing, (3) Divine Sanctification,
are abiding features, and conformity to these principles is the only
way of regarding the day.
Some will rush in and say, "But we do not keep the seventh dayour Sunday, as we call it, is the first day." Perfectly true; but as
in many other things which changed with the Lord's great interposition
with human history, this is alRo specially sanctioned by Him, rising
triumphant over death on the first day, and that day week again,
speciaJly appearing amongst His disciples. "Then the same day at
evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut
where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus
and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. . . .
And after eight days, again His disciples were within, and Thomas
with them. Then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in
the midst, and said, Peace be unto you" (John n. 19 and 26). The
eight days merely indicate the Jewish mode of reckoning. And with
regard to this change, we call your attention to the text, "The Son
of man is Lord also of the Sabbath," and therefore in a position to
change the day of observance. The worldly man's quibble is out of
court, inasmuch as he observes neither the seventh day, nor the first
day, therefore doing violence in the letter and in the spirit.
Sabbath deser-ration was a grievous fault in Israel. The Israelites
were much given to consult their own pleasure, and the Lord says,
" Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth
hold on it; that keepeth the Sabhath from polluting it, and keepeth
his hand from doing any evil " (Isaiah lvi. 2). And again, "If thou
turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on
My holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord,
honourable; and shalt honour Him, not doing thine own ways, nor
finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: then
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shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to ride
upon. the high places of the earth and feed thee with the heritage of
Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it " (Isaiah
lviii. 13-14). And their neglect of this provision constituted a large
part of that offence which brought upon them Divine displeasure,
We have come to days when the Sabbath is not only neglected
but turned to the very opposite purpose of its provision! The craze
to-day is pleasure, novelty! Work has become unthinkable, and men
imagine that life consists in pleasure alone! Man cries for larger
opportunity, more leisure. For what purpose 1 To spend it upon
the lusts and desires of the flesh. Does his recipe answer 1 Look at
the state of our own country, to say nothing of the rest of the world.
The only really happy people are those who fear God, prove themselves diligent in business, rest in God's appointed way, draw water
from the wells of Salvation, and follow in the footsteps of Him Who
is trnly the Lord of the Sabbath day.
The child of God will neither accept the spirit of the hypocritical
Pharisee, nor lapse into the way of a God-dishonouring world. He is
taught by the Spirit of God a better way, for where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty in its proper sense-a liberty which changes
from glory to glory. And honouring the Lord, he is honoured by
the Lord.
•

THE NECESSITY OF DIVII'Hl TEACHING.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. W. ROMAINE,
AT ST. DUNSTAN'S IN THE WEST, LONDON,
IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

lILA.,

" It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God."JOHN vi. 45.
THIS is a sweet promise, full of comfort to the children of God. So
soon as He has given them a desire to be taught, the Lord has spoken
it by the mouth of His holy prophets, that they may come to him to
receive instruction. He, the all-wise God, will be their Teacher. He
will open the eyes of their understandings clearly to discern spiritual
things, and will make them wise unto salvation. In the book of
Psalms we find frequent prayers for this Divine tea~hing, and among
the high and honourable titles of God, this is used to describe His
goodness to the children of men-" He that teacheth man knowledge" :
and not man considered merely as ignorant, but also as guilty: "Good
and upright is the Lord, therefore will He teach sinners in the way"
(Psa. xxv. 8); which shows the wonderfnl condescension of our divine
Teacher. He vouehsafes to be the instructor of sinners, in order to
bring them out of darkness into light, and out of misery into happiness:
for" blessed is the man," says the Psalmist (xciv. 12), "whom Thou
teachest out of Thy law." He is blessed, because he IS taught of
God, and taught by Him out of the law, to know his guilt and misery;
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and taught also to know the remedy provided for both. Blessed,
surely, is he whom God thus teaches; and yet how few among us
seek this blessedness! Even among those who profess their belief of
it, its importance is not sufficiently valued. The privilege is great,
inestimably great, but they are too apt to neglect it; while others
proudly fancy they can teach themselves; or they think it no honour
to be taught of God; they disbelieve the reality, or they neglect the
importance, of Divine teaching. Some of these reasons prevail with
the generality of nominal Christians, and hinder them from being
convinced of the truth of what is written in the prophets, " And they
shall be all taught of God." But He that teacheth man knowledge
can, and, glory be to His rich grace, He does, convince him of the
necessity of being taught of God. He does enlighten the darkest,
He does humble the proudest mind, and bring it earnestly to pray for
instruction: "Lord, what I know not, that teach Thou me." May
this be the prayer of all your hearts, while I am explaining the nature
of the promise in the text, and may God fulfil it to you at this time,
that you may be convinced,
I. Of the necessity of being taught of God.
Il. Of the manner in which God teaches His people.
Ill. Of the proper disposition of mind, which He gives them, III
order to their receiving and profiting from Divine teaching.
First, Divine teaching consists in opening the eyes of the understanding to perceive spiritual and Divine objects, and to see their
value and importance, in disposing the will to choose them, and the
heart to love them. The Divine Teacher is the Holy Spirit. He
prepares the mind to receive His instruction, and then fills it with the
knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.
The necessity of His doing this is founded in the present state and
circumstances of fallen men: for through sin all the faculties of the
soul were impaired, and the understanding, which is the eye of the
soul, was left in the same condition as the bodily eyes would be if they
had no light. Hence the Psalmist declares, that there is none who
understandeth the things of God; and he represents God as looking
down from heaven to see if there were any who did understand and
seek after God; but he found none, no, not one. They all had their
understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through
the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart.
The prophets give us the same character, and speak of men as if they
were all blind, and describe the Messiah to be the Sun of Righteousness,
the light Who was to arise to lighten the Gentiles, and was to be the
glory of His people Israel. Thus Jehovah says of His beloved Son,
" I the Lord will give Thee for a Covenant of the people, for a light
of the Gentiles, to open the blind eyes" (Isa. xlii. 7). And again,
" I will also give Thee for a light to the Gentiles, th.a.t- Thou mayest be
My salvation unto the ends of the earth" (Isa. xlix. 6). How did our
Lord fulfil these prophecies 1 He did not, while He was upon earth,
open the bodily eyes of any blind persons among the Gentiles, but He
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has fulfilled them, and, glory be to Ris great name, Re is daily fulfilling
them in the Gentile world, by opening the blind eyes of our understandings to see and to discern the things of God. In this sense the
Psalmist, speaking both of Jews and Gentiles, says (Psalm cxlvi. 8),
" 3'he Lord openeth the eyes of the blind," that is, the Lord Christ:
ior we read, Isaiah xxxv. 4, 5, " Say unto them that are of a fearful
heart, Be strong; fear not, your God will come and save you; then
the eyes of the blind shall be opened": for in that day (Isa. xxix. 18)
" shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind
shall see out of obscurity and out of darkness." All these scriptures
had their happy accomplishment, when God, Who was to come and
save us, spake with Ris own mouth and said, " I am come a light into
the world, that whosoever believeth in Me, shall not abide in darkness" (John xii. 46).
.
From these authorities it is certain that fallen man is in darkness,
and cannot see the things of God. The eyes of his understanding
are in the same condition as his bodily eyes would be without light.
Re cannot see any spiritual objects, and how then can he come to the
knowledge of them, unless he be taught them of God! By what
other way or means can he discern them! Ras he any powers or
faculties of his own, which can help to enlighten him! No, he has
none: for since the eyes of his understanding are in darkness, all his
endeavours to enlighten them, without Divine teaching, will be like
those of a blind man, who only makes his blindness more manifest,
the more he labours and strives to give an account of those objects
which he never saw nor felt.
But cannot the arts and sciences enlighten his blind eyes ! No.
They cannot help him to discover one single spiritual idea. The art,s
and sciences treat of the objects of sense, to these they are confined,
and cannot get beyond the bounds of nature: for it is a certain truth,
and indeed it is at present a received opinion, that all our ideas come
from sense. We are not able to form an idea of any thing, unless it
fall under the observation of some of our senses. If anyone of the
senses be destroyed, the man is not able to form an idea of any object
peculiar to that sense. A man born deaf has no idea of sounds, nor a
blind man of colours. Since, then, the arts and sciences treat entirely:
of the objects of sense, how can they give us any idea of those things
which are not objects of sense! for was it ever known that the stream
rose higher than the fountain head !
From hence it appears, that if the understanding be ever so greatly
refined and enlarged with the knowledge of arts and sciences, yet it
stands in as much need of Divine teaching as the most ignorant peasant
does; because the things of God are not discoverable by the arts and
sciences. Let matter of fact speak to this point. Ras there not been
a total ignorance of Divine things, whenever the light of revelation
has been extinguished! Look into the learned ages of Greece, and
you find the several sects of philosophers inquiring, What is the chief
good of men! and none of them could discover what it was; and
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disputing about the origin of evil, and never coming near the truth.
Look into the times when Rome was raised to its mghest glory, and
was as famous for its learning as for its conquests, and you will not
find one learned Roman, who can tell you what God is. Tully has
written a book upon the nature of the gods, and it is one of the most
valuable of his writings; for therein he gives us the opinions of the
p!lllosophers upon tms subject, and shows his own and their exceeding
great ignorance of it. From these instances, not to mention others,
it is evident that a man may have all the knowledge wmch arts and
sciences can give mm, and yet be totally ignorant of God, and of the
things of God. This has appeared from undoubted matter of fact.
We know, from the experience of the Greeks and Romans, that arts
and sciences never did lead them to a knowledge of any spiritual and
Divine objects, and we are assured, from the testimony of God's Word,
that they never can. Man, in his natural state, blinded by sin, and
under the power of it, cannot attain to any such knowledge. The
apostle has decided this point for us. Speaking of the politest classical
age of Rome, he says of her great p!lllosophers, and celebrated authors,
that they were without understanding, that they became vain in their
imagination, and their foolish heart was darkened. What! was Tully
without understanding, was the imagination of Virgil vain, and the
heart of Seneca foolish 1 Yes, in the things of God: for" the natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 14). Wmle he remains a natural man, it is
absolutely impossible that he should know them; "neither can he
know them," because he has no spiritual discernment, by which alone
spiritual objects can be discovered; and therefore he must remain
for ever ignorant of them, unless God should open the eyes of ms understanding, and bring him out of darkness into His marvellous light.
This is a very humbling, but it is a real view of human nature, and
I need not to have gone to distant ages and countries for proof. We
have it near enough at home, if men's pride would hut let them see it ;
but their pride arises chiefly from their ignorance of it, and helps to
keep them ignorant. If they had but a little humility, they would
discover how imperfect their knowledge is, even of the things about
them, and they would therefore see the necessity of being taught of
God in those things wmch were out of the reach of their senses: such
are all spiritual and Divine things, and in those they want Divine
teaching, and the promise is, concerning those, "All thy cmldren
shall be taught of God." Now God never acts in vain. Unless His
cmldren wanted teaching, he need not be their Teacher: hut in what
belongs to the spiritual world they are entirely ignorant, and they have
no means of discovering, unless they be taught of God, what state
they are in by nature, and if it be a state of guilt and misery, how they
are to be delivered from it. God has revealed, in His holy Word,
the knowledge of what belongs to these two states; but sin has so
blinded men's understandings, and depraved their judgments, that
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they will not assent to what is revealed, nor be determined by it,
until the Holy Spirit convince them what they are by nature, and what
they may be by grace. Accordingly, the Scripture declares that the
Holy Spirit is the inspirer of every good thought, and word, and work.
He enlightens the children of God with saving truth, and subdues the
opposition which was in their wills to it, and that enmity which was
in their hearts. From the first moment He awakens them, and opens
the eyes of their understanding, until He bring them safe to glory,
He is their Teacher. He teaches them to look upon sin, as it is in
itself, exceeding sinful; He alarms the conscience, and makes it feel
the guilt and danger of sin; he leads the humbled and convinced
sinner to Christ for pardon; He gives him faith and hope and love,
and by grafting him like a living branch into the true vine, enables
him to bear much fruit to the glory of God. And since every thing
good in him comes from Divine teaching, is it not absolutely necessary
that he should be taught of God 1
If you will consider all these authorities together, I hope they will
convince you, my brethren, that there is a necessity for your being
taught of God: for by nature you are ignorant of all spiritual and
Divine things; and you cannot by any means in your own power
attain to the knowledge of them; the arts and sciences can give you
no assistance. It is a matter of fact, that they never did, and the
Scripture declares, that they never can, help any man to discern the
things of the Spirit of God. The natural man, while he remains such,
be he ever so learned, cannot know them. And how then can he ever
attain any ideas of them but by Divine teaching 1 If this evidence
has convinced you, you are prepared to follow me in my second inquiry,
which relates to the manner in which God teaches His people.
His established method is, by the Word and by the Spirit. In all
Divine teaching these two go together,-the Word, and the Spirit
explaining and applying the Word. The Word is the whole will of
God, which He revealed to be the means of bringing sinners from
darkness to light, from sin to righteousness, and from the power of
Satan unto God, and into the kingdom of His dear Son, here in grace,
and hereafter in glory. These great things are spoken of the written
Word; for it is able, according to the apostle, to make a man wise
unto salvation; but then the quickening Spirit must accompany the
hearing or reading of it, or else you will never find in it this saving
wisdom. It is only a dead letter, unless the living Spirit animate it :
for the letter killeth, but the SpIrit giveth life. The Word is the means
in the hands of the Spirit of beginning, carrying on, and perfecting the
life of God in the soli!. When the Spirit works in it, and by it, He
makes it effectual, through His mighty operation, to build up and to
perfect the man of God. He works in the Word; for the Spirit is
received in it, as the apostle shows (2 Cor. iii. 8), where He calls the
preaching of the Gospel "the ministration of the Spirit," that by
which the Spirit was administered and given; and he says to the
Galatians, that by the hearing of faith, which hearing was of the Word
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of God, they received the Spirit (GaL iii. 2). And being received,
He enlightened their minds, and opened their understandings, that
they might understand the Scriptures, and thereby he wrought that
faith in them which cometh by hearing: for faith is His gift. It is
called" the fruit of the Spirit" (GaL v. 22); one of the fruits produced
in the heart by His grace, upon which account He is called " the Spirit
of faith" (2 Cor. iv. 13). And when He has thus wrought in the
Word, He then works by it, and helps the believer to act faith upon
it. The Holy Spirit puts it into his heart to desire the sincere milk
of the Word, that he may grow thereby. And he does grow and is
nourished up, as Timothy was, in the words of faith, when he is enabled
by the same Spirit to act faith upon the word; for then the Word
preached profits him, when he can mix faith with it; when faith and
the Word, like two fluids of the same properties, readily mix together,
and closely incorporate. Thus the Word nourishes him in the inner
man, and he grows thereby.. The Spirit applies it, and renders it
effectual in the promoting of every gracious purpose for which it was
revealed, and by its means he makes the man of God wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Jesus Christ.
This is the usual and common way in which God fulfils the text.
He teaches His children spiritual and Divine things by His Word, as
explained and applied by His Spirit; which two cannot be put asunder.
The Word is the eye, and the Holy Spirit is the light shining upon it.
Now a man cannot see without eyes, and having eyes, he cannot see
without light. If you have the Word without the Spirit, you have
eyes without light; and if you have the Spirit without the Word, you'
have light, but no eyes to see it: the Word and the Spirit, therefore,
must go together. To expect that the Spirit will teach you without
the Word, is rank enthusiasm, as great madness as to hope to see
without eyes; and to expect that the Word will teach you without the
Spirit, is as great an absurdity as to pretend to see without light;
and if any man says that the Spirit teaches him to believe or to do
what is contrary to the written Word, he is a mad blasphemer. God
has joined the Word and the Spirit, and what God has joined together,
let not man put asunder.
Convinced of these things, have you, my brethren, reduced them
to practice 1 Do you go with humility to the Word 01 God to be
taught, and do you find that instruction from it of which you stand in
need 1 Perhaps you say you do read it, but you find it very difficult;
it is so hard to be understood, that it is for the most part to you a
sealed book. This is a very general complaint; but what is the cause
of it 1 Certain it is that this Scripture cannot be broken,-" All thy
children shall be taught of God." The fault is not in God, nor yet in
His Word. Surely then it is in yourselves. Either you have not
been deeply convinced of your own blindness in spiritual things, and
therefore are not practically persuaded of the necessity of the Word;
or you have not looked up to the Holy Spirit for His Divine teaching,
praying Him in the prophet's words, "Lord, open Thou mine eyes,
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that I may see wondrous things out of Thy law": for until he open
your eyes and enlighten them, you cannot see any of the wonders
contained in the book of God. Consider these points then, and examine
them closely. Be faithful, my brethren, to your own souls, and be
not afraid to discover the true ground of your complaint. Have you
been led to read and to hear the Word of God under a strong sense of
your darkness and blindness without it 1 And do you always seek
the grace of the Holy Spirit to explain and to apply it 1 The first of
these is absolutely necessary; because you will not ask wisdom of
God, until you be convinced you lack it. And you will ask it with
more or less earnestness in proportion to the sense you have of your
want of it; so that when you are made deeply sensible of your grea&
ignorance, then you will become very humble and teachable. This
is the proper disposition of mind, which the Holy Spirit must work in
you, both before and under Divine teaching, and the consideration of
which was the Third particular I proposed to speak to.
Divine teaching is absolutely necessary for the learning of Divine
things, and God teaches His children by His Word and by His Spirit.
You may be .convinced, my brethren, of these truths in speculation,
but it is very difficult to bring them into practice. For such is the
pride of the natural man, that he will not submit to be taught, no,
not of God. He will exalt his own reasoning faculties above the wisdom
of God's Word, and above the teaching of God's Spirit. Although he
has nothing to be proud of, being a creature made up of ignorance and
sin, yet is he excessively proud; for pride is interwoven in his very
frame and constitution. Our Lord says, pride proceeds from within,
out of the heart. Mark vii. 21. It comes from a corrupt principle
that is within us, in the heart; there it has taken deep root, and grown
luxuriant, bringing forth a vast crop of proud looks, words, and works.
Nothing but the almighty grace of God can pull down the high opinion
which this proud creature entertains of himself, and which he will
continue to entertain until he be well disciplined into the knowledge
of himself. He must be brought to see his ignorance, and to feel his
guilt and misery, before he will be humble enough to apply to God
for instruction. And this is the work of the Holy Spirit. It is through
His gracious operation, that the proud self-sufficient sinner is made
thoroughly acquainted with his ignorance and his sinfulness. The
Holy Spirit gives him a view of himself in the glass of the law, and
shows him and makes him feel the entire corruption of his nature,
the blindness of his understanding, the depravity of his will, and the
rebellion of his heart. The natural man is a bad scholar at this
humbling lesson. He learns it ver.v slowly, and with great pain and
difficulty. The practice of it is like plucking out a right eye, or cutting
off a right hand; for his inbred sins are as dear to him as any member
of his body. But the Holy Spirit so alarms him with his guilt, and
with his danger, that by degrees he is brought heartily to wish for
deliverance from his ignorance and from his sins; and thus he is made
teachable. He becomes simple, and is willing to be taught of God.
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He is brought into a proper frame of mind to sit with Mary at the
Master's feet, hearing His Word, in order to be enlightened with saving
wisdom, and to be blessed with the comforts of saving faith. To
persons of this humble, teachable temper, the Scripture has made many
sweet promises, both when they at first go to the school of Christ to
learn His will, and also when they afterwards sit at His feet hearing
His words, that they may do them. In general it is said that God
giveth grace to the humble, and particularly grace to learn His will,
as Psalm xxv. 9, " The meek will He guide in judgment, and the meek
will He teach His way": the meek are they, who, with an humble
and lowly spirit, receive the Word of God, according to the apostle,
James i. 21, "Receive with meekness the ingrafted Word, which is
able to save your souls." They shall be taught of God who are disposed
to receive His Word with meekness; He will ingraft it inwardly in
their hearts, and will enable them to bring forth the precious fruits of
it in their lives; and thus He will teach them His way. And then
they will be able to take up the words of Christ, gratefully acknowledging
what God has done for them: "We thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the wise
and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes." The things of
God are still hid from the wise and prudent, from the wise and prudent
ones of this world, who seek the knowledge of them by mere human
learning, which without grace only puffs them up, and hinders them
from seeing their want of Divine teaching; from all such he hides
the knowledge of spiritual things, but he reveals them to those whom
the Holy Spirit has made humble and teachable. When such persons
come with a meek temper to be taught of Him, then He manifests to
them the secrets of His kingdom; for he reveals them unto babes;
unto them that .blessed promise of the New Testament is fulfilled,
" If any of you lack wisdom, and is humbled under the sense of his
want of it, let him ask it of God, Who giveth unto all men liberally,
and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him" (James i. 5).
This, then, is the proper di.sposition of mind with which the Holy
Spirit prepares the children of God for Divine teaching, and by which
He helps them to profit under it. He makes them humble, meek,
and lowly in their own eyes, and desirous of heing taught of God.
To such persons He giveth grace to understand the Word, to apply
it, and to be edified by it. To those whom He has humbled He giveth
this grace, because they will take no merit to themselves; but will
ascribe the glory of what they learn to their Divine Teacher, and use
it to the praise of the glory of His grace. You are, I hope, convinced
of these great truths, but perhaps some of you do not see clearly how
you are to attain this humble, teachable disposition. Are you convinced of your want of it 1 If you are, this is the work of the Holy
Spirit. He has begun to make you sensible of your ignorance; and
He must prepare you to receive instruction, as well as give it you.
The desire to be taught of God cometh from Him, as well as the teaching
itself. He must work in you both to will and to do; for it is written
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(Prov. xvi. 1), "The preparations of the heart in man are from the
Lord." If there be any preparations in your heart to be taught of
God, this is not from yourself, it is from the Lord, and is expressly
ascribed to Him (Gal. v. 23), where meekness is mentioned among
the other fruits of the Spirit: that meekness whereby we receive the
ingrafted Word is the fruit of His grace in the heart. Apply to Him
for it, and He will make you an humble, teachable scholar in the school
of Christ; and when He has thus disposed you to give Him all the
glory of teaching you, then to you His promise shall be fulfilled, and
you shall be taught of God. _
(To 'be continued.)

SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., RD.
"SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES."
" Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through
'
Jesus Christ."-1 PETER ii. 5 (R.V.).
WE have been considering the signification of animal sacrifices under
the Old Testament dispensation. They were typical of the penalty
of human sin, and of the way in which the guilt of sin could be taken
away, viz., by the death of an innocent Substitute, Whom we learn,
in the Gospel of the grace of God, to be the Lord Jesus Christ.
Under the New Testament dispensation there are no sacrifices for
sin, because Christ" offered one sacrifice for sins for ever" (Heb. x. 12),
of which the Holy Spirit bears witness in the words of the New Covenant,
" Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more," from which is
drawn the incontrovertible conclusion, " Now where remission of these
is, there is no more offering for sin" (Heb. x. 14-18).
The Lord's Supper is not a propitiatory sacrifice, but a memorial
of the perfect sacrifice of the Lord Jesus, Who said, " This do in remembrance of Me" (Luke xxii. 19). To teach otherwise is to deny the
finished work of Christ, Whose dying words were, "It is finished"
(John xix. 30). "Grant for a moment that the Lord's Supper is a
sacrifice, and not a sacrament-grant that every time the words of
consecration are used the natural body and blood of Christ are present
on the communion table under the forms of bread and wine-grant
that everyone that eats that consecrated bread and drinks that consecrated wine does really eat and drink the natural body and blood of
Christ-grant for a moment these things and then see what momentous
consequences result from these premises. You spoil the blessed
doctrine of Christ's finished work when He died on the cross. A
sacrifice that needs to be repeated is not a perfect and complete thing
-you spoil the priestly office of Christ" (The late Bishop Ryle, of
Liverpool).
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The only sacrifices in this present Church age are spiritual ones, as
our text states :-" Ye also as living stones, are built up a. spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ." These spiritual sacrifices are named.
in Hebrews xiii. 15, 16. "By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice
of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks
to His name. But to do good, and to communicate, forget not: for
with such sacrifices God is well pleased."
It will be noted that the first named is " praise to God." This is
for salvation, and all the blessings connected therewith, temporal and
spiritual. This should be a continual, a life-long spiritual sacrifice.
" Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Eph. v. 20). The second one is " to
do good," that is, well-doing. "Let us not be weary in well-doing"
(Gal. vi. 9). "I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have
believed in God might be careful to maintain good works" (Titus iii.
8). The third spiritual sacrifice named in Heb. xiii. 16, is" to co=unicate," or in other words, to distribute to the necessity of God's people
(Rom. xii. 13). "For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and
labour of love, which ye have showed towards His name, in that ye
have ministered to the saints, and do minister" (Heb. vi. 10). We
are told (Heb. xiii. 16), "With such sacrifices God is well pleased,"
and (1 Peter ii. 5) that they are" acceptable to God by Jesus Christ."
MERCIFUL KINGS.
I SUPPOSE that it was a characteristic seldom demonstrated in royalty
that the servants of Benhadad mentioned, when they said to their
lord, that they had heard that the kings of Israel were merciful kings.
Why should they know what mercy was who served Chemosh. or Baal,.
or Milcom, or Molech! It was Israel only, whose God was Jehovah,
who knew what mercy was, and who had light in their dwellings, while
the dark places of the earth were full of cruelty. And so they went
with sackcloth on their loins and ropes on their heads to see if Ahab,
who had just defeated them, would let their king live and come to some
treaty. And Ahab was captured by their blandishments and called
Benhadad his brother, .whereas he ought to have known, and did
know, that the enemy of Israel could never be the brother of the
king. But the world had possession of his heart and there was plenty
of room in it for the enemies of God, and he invited Benhadad intO'
his chariot and gave him all he asked for, and sent him away in peace,
giving nothing for the deliverances that the Lord bad made him twice
over, when He showed Himself the God of the bills and the God of the'
valleys, slaying for Israel's sake thousands of Syrians in a day, and.
twenty-seven thousand more by the falling of a wall in Aphek. Ahab·
gave nothing for all these deliverances but smiled and made friends
with the man against whom God had sent him to fight. What su=ary
conviction and judgment followed-" Thy life shan go for his life,
33
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• and thy people for his people" (1 Kings =.). And Ahab went to
his house heavy and displeased as if he knew too well that God would
without fail fulfil His word, as if he felt that the Almighty was stronger
than he was; but there was no joy in the thought, no comfort, no
hope in that mighty hand and stretched-out arm that had divided
the sea in the ancient days. There was in his heart no longing for a
reconciling smile, or for a sense of Divine restoring favour, no acknowledgment of iniquity, no sense of his own unworthiness. What did
he think when he got to his ivory house and flung himself into some
wonderful seat! There was no gentle monitress at the other side of
the fire, with godly advice to tell him at all costs to seek the Lord God
of his fathers. No, he might be left to his own thoughts until his
Jezebel stirred him up to wilful evil; and perhaps he thought of Saul
sparing Agag with the same unholy lenity that had just let Benhadad
live. Perhaps he remembered the blessing that Phineas brought upon
himself by vindicating the righteousness of the Lord in the camp.
Perhaps he thought of David's psalm, that it was because His mercy
endured for ever (not because it was suspended) that the famous Og
was smitten and mighty Sihon was slain. But whatever he thought
he was heavy and displeased, and could not say with the happy though
broken David, "Why art thou cast down, Omy soul, and why art
thou disquieted within me! hope thou in God." It is to Him against
Whom they have sinned that the people of the Lord turn, cannot but
turn, when His hand is heavy upon them. One of them who had
wintered and summered with Him for many a year, and was still in
need of help, looked to Him aR the God which had cast him off and did
not go out with him. For he had heard that the Lord was a merciful
King, as Jonah had, from the bottom of the mountains whither he
had been sent for his disobedience. That is what they hear, while
also, with the lengthening out of their cares, with varied or increasing
sorrows, they hear Him say, "Only acknowledge thine iniquity."
Nehemiah, Daniel and Job, without spot and blameless in their generation, had nothing to plead on their own behalf, when His fruit was
ripening in their souls. As it were with sackcloth on their loins and
ropes on their heads, they acknowledged that He had not dealt with
them as they deserved, nor rewarded them after their iniquity. And
in Him, they found mercy, not an uncertain clemency which would
fail them at a coming time, but the sweet mercy of God Himself, that
is the companion of His righteousness and truth. How blessed we
,are if we find it. The prodigal son found it, or rather was found of
it, and he turned from the place and the way that had been his own
-choice, and returned to his father. We are as far off as he was. How
little we know, how laggard we are in the ways of the Lord, while
anything or nothing suffices to attract and please us on the right hand
and on the left. But the Lord looks, and sees, and loves, and presently
we shall hear His voice, feel His hand, taste His viands, and learn
what His mercy has done for us.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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HASTE.

" I the Lord will hasten it in his time."-IsAIAH Ix. 22.
ISAIAH xxviii. 16 connected with 1 Sam. xxi. 8 and also with the
twenty-fifth chapter of the latter, form a most fascinating study in
the Word of God. May the Holy Spirit Who dictated these passages
open them up to our understanding and profit now.
" He that believeth shall not make haste." There is ample reason
why the child of God need not" make haste," taking this translation
first. Why 1 Because the foundation of our faith is Christ. He is
the one sure Foundation that will never give way. "Other foundation
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." Therefore
we need not" make haste" to examine the stability of the Fou,!dation.
It is steadfast, immovable. "Jesus Christ HPnself being the chief
Corner Stone." Nothing will overbalance the building established on
that sure Foundation. It is useless for us to "make haste" to ensure
that structure being more secure. It is already sufficiently strong for
time and for eternity. It is secure beyond any moving. Earthquakes will neither shake nor split it. We are hearing of these in
many places, but we shall never hear of their effect there!
But there is another rendering of the clause-" He that believeth
shall not stumble." Because the Christian is settled on an immovable
Foundation, he need" not make haste" to his own stumbling. Haste
often causes falls. We fall because we hasten. We are secure against
this also through Christ. H our faith is firmly fixed on Him, we " shall
not make haste" to establish our own righteousness, nor shall we
" make haste" to run into dangers and blunders, we " shall not make
har-te" to OUI own undoing. We shall be "kept by the power of
God" from falling into undue errors, we shall not be permitted to
"stumble" beyond recovery. We shall not even be stumbled-made
to fall-by our own stumbles. "When I fall, then shall I arise," is
language that very well now befits the watchful Christian. It applies
to the daily rising up again after sin. Such,. for instance, as was
vouchsafed to David after his fall, and to Peter after his, and such as is
still vouchsafed to every penitent sinner.
Again, "He that believeth shall not stumble" at the wrongdoing
of others. As I write, news reaches me that the Prayer Book Revision
has been pass~ by the bishops and the National Assembly. Woe to
England for this day's work! Yes, but we must" not stumble" over
that. No wrong action of man can cause the fall of Jehovah's true
Church. Nor for the matter of that can the Scripture student believe
that the Church will much longer need a building on earth in which
to worship! Her days are surely numbered and her time is nearly
run out. Therefore, although our hearts may ache to see England's
foundation thus destroyed, we may look up and lift up our head, for
our redemption draweth nigh It is one of the signs of the Bridegroom's
near return. I believe that the Lord will overrule it to bring out and
to bring in a purer Church in England-if He tarry-than we have had
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for the last thirty or forty years. I have cited a great thing in the
changed Prayer Book, but "shall not stumble" includes other sins
and wrongs. Greater and lesser sins between man and man, need not,
must not, cause the established believer to "stumble." For nothing
stQ.Il1bles our God, nothing startles or comes unexpectedly to Him.
Hence we need not hinder our own progress by stumbling at the
stumbles of others. The Lord overrides and has previously arranged
for them all. This is our comfort-our stumbles and those of others
will not stumble Him, nor upset His decrees.
Yet we are to take comfort too, from the simple statement, "He
that believeth shall not stumble." We are so apt to step on one side,
to slip about and to slip back. Nevertheless we are still safe, seeing
that we are on the sure Foundation. And for tbis reason we are not
to " stumble," i.e., allow ourselves to be tripped up, by the falls and
stumbles of our fellow Christians. Do we always walk so straightforwardly or so steadily ourselves, that we can and darll condemn the
sometimes wilful way and wayward walk of others? I am very sure
not! Nor will man's basting or stumbling really hasten or hinder our
God from effecting His own plan. Man cannot fetter His designs or
frustrate His ends. We cannot hasten the Lord's work by unseemly
haste, nor hinder it by untoward delay, nor thwart it by untimely
action, nor stop it by ill-judged decisions. "He that believeth"
knows that the Lord will bring about His own glory in spite of man's
folly. Therefore he " shall not make haste," and" shall not stumble! "
Another aspect. "He that believeth shall not make haste" as to
the salvation of loved ones. Why? Because Jebovah will execute
His own purpose of love towards them. True, we should pray for
their salvation, we should work or speak whenever we have an opportunity. But we must "not make haste" to go before the Spirit of
the Lord. Our undue anxiety will not hasten or hinder that Spirit
from carrying on the work of grace in the hearts of those over whom
we are watching and yearning. We need not be too discouraged as
we observe them. We need not be stumbled when our children in
the faith do not hasten faster in their Christian warfare, or because
Christians whom we have looked up to, turn aside and walk contrary
to our Lord's commands. Are you, dear fellow saint, as I often am,
perplexed by these things? Ab!" he tbat believeth shall not stumble"
over the slowness or perverseness of other members of the Lord's
family. They are His. He loves them far more dearly than we do,
so we may trust Him to see to their progress and holiness. Even as
His love for them exceeds ours, so He knows best how and when to
quicken them and draw them nearer to Himself. He knows too,
which we do not, His purposes concerning them, so our haste will not
be allowed to retard or mar His dealings with them.
But oh! beloved, let us ever remember that" the King's business
(requireth) haste" (1 Sam. xxi. 8). Why? Because the night
cometh to the world-then no one can hasten Christ's kingdom.
Darkness for the time being will reign. Our day of service may now
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be well nigh over. We believe that it is. "The King's business
(requireth) haste" because the day is drawing on apace for the Church.
Meridian daylight and midday brightness will then be ushered in for
us. Then none can hasten the coming of His kingdom by service,
for His kingdom will have come for the Bride, and her service on earth
will be ended! Oh! that our love, in response to His love, may burn
. with an ever brightening flame! May we ardently, zealously, " make
haste" for His glory, without any anxious "haste" for ourselves.
We do not know how short a time may yet be left us to work in our
Lord's vineyard. We cannot safely put off any opportunity. It
may be only a word spoken to the weary, but let it be spoken then and
there. Perhaps a cup of water, or any small service that we can render
to another; let it be done as if this were our last moment. For it
may be! Who can tell! And at any rate that little thing can only
be done now!
Let us turn to 1 Sam. xxv., where hasting and not hastening are
wonderfnlly illustrated. In verse 18 we see a woman's wisdom,
"Abigail made haste" when delay was' dangerous. "But she told
not her husband." Nabal would have frustrated her wisdom (verse
19). Yet "she hasted" to "speak" when necessity demanded
(verses 23, 24), though later she again refrained from telling when
words were useless (verse 36). Afterwards, however, she" told (Nabal)
these things" when he was fit to listen (verse 37). We may profit hy
all this and do likewise in spiritual things. We must ever "make
haste" when delay involves danger and disaster, but we must not
always hurry to disclose our plans to enemies who will try to hinder.
We, too, should be ready for instant action when the right moment
arrives; but when anyone is unfit or unwilling to understand, it is
not wise to speak even of that which must ultimately be known. But
verse 42 is the grand consummation. "And Abigail hasted" once
more, and for the last time before her marriage! We must not slack
do'yn when the immediate duty is performed and present success
crowns our efforts (verses 32-35), or when some unexpected shock
startles us (verse 37), or a sudden sorrow sweeps over us (verse 38).
We must go on to perfection. We must persevere through thick and
thin, through evil report and good report, to the great final consummation, the coming of Christ for His Bride, the Church. So the first
thing recorded of Abigail is her haste or readiness, and the last thing
likewise is her haste and alertness. And mark you, dear fellow
traveller, she served King David.
You remember that he was already anointed, though she mayor
may not have been aware of it, without suspecting that she was working
for her future husband. We serve our King knowing that He is our
Redeemer and Bridegroom. Shall not our service therefore be even
more ready and willing than hers! If we are" bound in the bundle
of life with the Lord" shall we not ardently and faithfully fight" the
battles of the Lord" ! (verses 28, 29'.
New EUham, S.E.9.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
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"THE LORD SHUT HIM IN."
"JONATHAN STRIPPED HIMSELF . . . AND GAVE."
THESE two passages have possessed my heart and recur again and
again, especially when seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead
me to a message from the Lord Himself to His dear people, readers
of this precious GOSPEL MAGA7,INE.
There are many deeply taught and learned people of God who
have dived into the inexhaustible mines of Scripture, finding more
and more, and yet more, of the preciousness of the ore. The deeper
they dig, the more conscious they are that they are only on the surface
of discovery of the treasures below. The dear children at the seaside,
with their tiny buckets and spades, dig on shallow surface, and find
treasures in the shape of lovely shells and bright stones, and they
discover there is much more to be had for the seeking.
Now we stand first at the edge, just at the entrance to the mine,
Some have been Bible readers, Bible searchers, Bible lovers from childhood. Thank God for that. "Those that seek Me early (and Me
comprises all in the Covenant Three) shall find Me." David assured
Solomon his son, " If thou seek Him, He will be found of thee." We
read also, " The Lord is good to the soul that seeketh Him." "Blessed
are they that . . . seek Him with the whole heart." "With my whole
heart have I sought Thee." "When Thou saidst, Seek ye My face;
my heart said unto Thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek." Blessed call !
Blessed response!
" To those who seek, how good Thou artBut what to those who find?
Ab! this, no tongue can utter this,
No mortal page can show;
The love of Jesus what it is,
None but His loved ones know."
They dig deep and they find treasures, treasures of which the world
knows nothing, treasures in the living Word of God which the Holy
Spirit reveals to Spirit-opened eyes and hearts, treasures beyond
expression which lie below the surface. We know not now, but shall
know hereafter. We know something of the love and preciousness
of all our adorable Lord's dealings. We shall understand more up
there. We" shall fully know and not till then how much we owe."
Well, I was reading, " Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that
was upon him and gave it unto David, and his garments even to his
sword, and to his bow and to his girdle." What precious views of
Christ we see in this type. He is our more than friend, more than
brother. He stripped Himself of the robe that was upon Him. He
" became sin for us." He robed us in His righteousness, He gave it.
We did not merit it. We did not earn it. We could not buy it, but
He gave it, gave it from His own person. He gave us all, His sword
and bow wherewith to fight and resist the powers of evil. Jonathan,
the son of a king, gave up his succession to the throne for David, and
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Jesus our Redeemer, the Son of God, came down from the glory to
make us kings. and priests unto God. Oh! the wonder, the majesty,
the love that left the throne for the Cross. He, being sinless, "bare
our sins in His own body on the tree." "I will greatly rejoice in the
Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me with
the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness." He gave, and not only gave, but Himself dressed me. He
clothed, He covered, covered" as a bridegroom decketh himself with
ornaments" to be pleasing in the eyes of his bride and" as a bride
adorneth herself with her jewels." Oh! He gives so lavishly, so
freely, so tenderly. Dear child of God, see the consideration, the
delicacy, the wondrous absorbing love that chose us, separated us,
and fitted us in Christ for the position of sons in glory, joint heirs in
Christ. "The blood of Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit offered
Himself without spot" " that ye may be found of Him in peace, without
spot and blameless."
Let us now turn to the second point, the ark, another sweet type.
of the Lord Jesus Christ. What a wicked world it was then, just as
it is now. But the Lord did not leave His faithful servant to destruction. Noah walked with God. He was alone in a wicked generation,
but he had Divine co=union. He" found grace in the eyes of the
Lord." And the Lord co=unicated to Noah His determination to
destroy all flesh. But in the midst of wrath He remembered mercy,
and He commanded Noah to build an ark. The Divine Architect
gave him all instructions how to build it. It was to be " pitched within
and without." I was reading that the word translated" pitch" in'
Gen. vi. 14 is the same word translated" atonement" in Lev. xvii.
11, etc. This is very significant, dear reader, for the pitch kept the
waters of judgment out and points to the safe and blessed position of
the believer. "In Christ he is secure from all harm. He is in the ark,
the atonement-covered ark. Noah preached righteousness to the
guilty world all the time the ark was being prepared, but they took no
notice. Probably as the years went on they mocked him, just as the
world now looks on the "old-fashioned" Christian who knows his
Bible and believes every word in it from cover to cover. The description of the cottager in Cowper's Truth flashes in memory:
11

Yon cottager who weaves at her own door,

Pillow and bobbins all her little store ...
Just knows, and knows

DO

more her Bible true,

A truth the brilliant Frenchma.n. IVoltaire) never knew;
And in that charter reads with sparkling eyes,
Her title to a treasure in the skies."

But Noah went on building according to the Lord's own instructions.
" Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did
he." Then came the sweet command, " Come thou and all thy house
into the ark." Again we read, "Noah did according unto all that
the Lord commanded him." He did not reason why or delay. "Noah
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• went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into
the ark." "And the Lord shut him in." Dr. A. Bonar writes of these
precious words, " The Lord not only takes us into the ark, but He shuts
the door upon us so that we cannot get out." Ah! the world has no
key to open the door that the Lord has locked to keep His people in.
" Sin cannot harm them there." The Sin-bearer holds the key and
" they shall never perish."
Dear Christ-loved believer, you and I are "kept by the power of
God unto salvation." We are" shut in " by the hand of God. "My
God hath shut the lions' mouths." Our enemies are shut out. Do
note the provision all round. We are a purchased people, a preserved
people, a precious people, a prepared people. He has prepared for
us. "I go to prepare a place for you." There is a sweetness in
knowing we are welcomed into a prepared home in which the exalted,
ascended Lord Jesus is preparing exceeding joy for His prepared,
redeemed people. "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man the things that God hath prepared for
them that love Him." His love knows neither measure nor end, and
the phases of it are ever developing, ever new and fresh. How true
it is that" every day we may see some new thing in Christ. His
love hath neither brim nor bottom." I have often been astonished
to find new truths, new light, new treasures in well-known passages
that I thought I had known so intimately before. Others have told
me the same fact-old yet ever knew, ever springing. It is marvellous,
this living Word of Truth in the heart of the living believer.
How little they know who talk of scientific proof, of broadmindedness,
-of evolution, of doubtful origins, of dnll dogmas, of anything or everything but Christ Himself, causing tender hearts to quail, and weak
.hearts to be heavy, and drooping spirits to be sadder. How unattractive, how unsatisfying, how cold it all is in contrast with the warm,
loving Spirit-given truth as it is in Jesus. The hungry soul longs to
be fed with the bread of life. The thirsting soul craves for the living
water. The opened eyes, the opened heart, see Him in His Word
and rejoice as they that take great spoil. "Oh! how great is the
difference," Archbishop Trench wrote, "between submitting oneself
to a complex of rules, and casting oneself on a beating heart!" Yes,
how great the difference. When the Holy Spirit has revealed to uo
the heart, the deep things of God, let us rejoice with exceeding great
joy in that the love-compelling Saviour died for me, for me. Rejoice
that He shut me in the ark. Love designed and will not let us go out.

•
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" Oh, to Grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be! "
NETTIE.

" WHEN we are once led by the Holy Spirit to look with faith on the
, one offering' by which the Son of God' hath perfected for ever them
~hat are sanctified,' our peace is made with God once for all."-Hely
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donatioI1l' to the Fund:Mr.. M. Malcolm
£1 0 0 Mrs. Pitman (per Miss
£0 10 0
" A Friend" ..
0 10 0
L. Ormiston)
Mrs. J. Jones ..
1 0 0 Mr. D. LecJrie
o 14 0
Mrs. G. H. Adcock
0 4 0 Mr. S. Jackson
050
060
"A Grateful Reader"
Miss M. Howarth
020
(per Miss L. Ormiston) 0 5 0 "A Widow"
Mr. W. H. Hewitt
Miss I. Thompson ;
006
(per Miss L. Ormiston) 0 4 0
"A FEW IMPOSSIBILITIES."
By THE LATE REV. F. PEACOCK, RD., INCUMRENT OF THE
CIRCUS CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH.
1. HER. ix. 22. "Without shedding of blood is no remission," It
is impossible to obtain remission of sin except on the ground of shed
blood. "We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins" (Ephes. i. 7). "It is the blood that maketh atonement for the
soul," and a righteous God can only pardon sin on the ground of atonement. In a very different sense from that in which the words were
first used we may well pray, " His blood be on US and on our children"
(Matt. xxvii. 25).
2. HER. xi. 6. "Without faith it is impossible to please God." God
cannot be pleased with the man who has no confidence in Him. Could
a wife be pleased with a husband who put no confidence in her 1
Impossible. He might have many excellent qualities. He might be
honest, sober, kind, etc., but he could never give her pleasure if he
withheld confidence. Neither can we please God without faith.
3. HER. xii. 14. "Follow holiness without which no man shall see
the Lord." A great divine well says, " They are much mistaken who
hope to see the Lord in glory hereafter and yet live and die in an
unholy state." "It is benevolence," says another writer, "which
excludes the profaue, the impious and the unbelieving from heavenjust as it is benevolence to a family to exclude profligates and seducers.
They who are expecting to be saved without holiness are destined to
certain disappointment.
4. HER. xii. 8. "If ye be without chastisement, then are ye not
sons," All God's true children are chastened, and therefore if any be
without chastening they cannot be sons. We should receive correction
as an evidence that we are not forgotten of our heavenly Father. "For
whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom
He receiveth." Chastening is an effect of love and springs from love.
Love and chastening are inseparable.
5. JAMES ii. 26. "Faith without works is dead," It is impossible
for faith to be alive without showing itself in works.
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6. 1 COR. xiii. 2. Without love we are nothing. All other endowments are useless and vain without love.
7. JOHN xv. 5. "Without ME ye can do nothing." Severed from
Christ it is impossible for us to do anything in the shape of bearing
fruit. We must abide in Him for this.

WHAT SECESSION MEANS FOR FAITHFUL MINISTERS.
" I REMEMBER," said Mr. Guthrie, " passing a manse on a moonlight
night, with a minister who had left it for the cause of truth. No light
shone from the house, no smoke from the chimney. Pointing to it
in the moonlight. I said, ' Oh, my friend, it was a noble thing to leave
that manse!' 'Ah! yes,' he replied, ' but for all that, it was a bitter
thing. I shall never forget the night I left that house till I am laid
in the grave. When I saw my wife and children go forth in the gloaming, when I saw them for the last time leave our own door, and when
in the dark I was left alone, with none but my God; and when I had
to take water to quench the fire on my own hearth, and put out the
candle in my own house, and turn the key against myself and my
wife, and my little ones, I bless God for the grace which was given me,
but may He in His mercy grant that such a night I may never see
again.' "-(Memoir of Thomas Guthrie, D.D.)

•
•
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We have now commenced the winter's work of the
book-mission, and if the Lord will, by His goodness, we shall hope to
scatter much precious truth during the coming months at the different
garrison towns and naval stations at home and abroad. A Chaplain
has just written: "I was agreeably surprised to receive another parcel
of literature from you. It seems only like yesterday since you sent
the last one. This is a beauty. The bound volumes are nice for the
captain or officer's cabins and will probably lie about on the ship
for many voyages. The testaments and tracts are of great value to
us. We have just had large meetings here. We had large gatherings,
and the addresses were heart searching and the expositions of God's
Word wonderful. May I be allowed to offer my sympathy with you
in the translation of your dear daughter. The dear Lord make up to
you for what He has taken to Himself." The fifty-fifth year of the
book-mission started this month.
21, FirfieUl. Street.
Yours sincerely in Christ.
Totterdown. Bristol.
R. E. BRIDER.
October. 1927.
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MORE EVENINGS.
"WHAT a curious title!" I can imagine I hear some of my young
readers say, and I quite agree. The reason for it is this. Last month I
told you something of what happened on three evenings in the life of
the Lord Jesus Christ, as recorded by St. Mark in his Gospel, and on
looking through the Gospel, I find four more evenings are mentioned
by him. Would you not like to know about those as well 1
The fourth is the evening of that wonderful day when the Lord
rode in triumph into Jerusalem, and when the joyful crowds shouted,
" Hosanna; blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord." We
read that afterwards He went into the temple; and" when He had
looked round about upon all things, and now the evening was come,
He went out into Bethany with the twelve" (Mark xi. 11). You
know what dear friends of His lived there. We are told in St. John's
Gospel that" Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus." It
is very likely that He spent this evening in their company, and also
the next evening mentioned in the nineteenth verse. How sacred and
happy would be the time spent together in the village of Bethany
near Jerusalem. I expect that you can remember some very happy
evenings. It may be that it was at an eveuing service. or meeting,
when for the first time, through the teaching of the Holy Spirit, you
saw yourself to be a lost sinner, and were led to see the Lord Jesus to
be " the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the wodd." So
you obeyed His word, " Come unto Me," and now you can sing :il

I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary, and worn, and sad,

I found in Him a resting-place,
And He has made me glad."
The sixth evening is mentioned in Mark xiv. 17. This was in the
upper room at Jerusalem, where the Lord kept the passover with His
disciples. You will remember the wonderful events of that evening
-the last which He spent with His disciples. You know it was then
that He instituted the Lord's Supper, and it is the happy privilege
of each believer to take the bread and wine in obedience to His own
word-" Do this in remembrance of Me."
And now we come to the seventh and last evening mentioned.
What took place then 1 The fune:ral of the Lord Jesus Christ. We
read at the close of the fifteenth chapter-" And now when the even
was come . . . Joseph of Arimathrea . . . went in boldly unto Pilate,
and craved the body of Jesus." We know from John's Gospel that
Nicodemus and Joseph carried out the funeral proceedings. I love
to think how the Lord arranged all about it in such a wonderful way
that these two men should be specially prepared, and that our Saviour
should be reverently laid in Joseph's new tomb till the glorious resurrection morning which so soon dawned.

E. A. H.
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PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD.
EXTRACT FROM HOMILY XIX, THIRD PART.
Now to entreat of that question, whether we ought to pray for
them that are departed out of this world, or no. Wherein, if we
will cleave only unto the Word of God, then must we needs grant,
that we have no co=andments so to do. For the Scripture doth
acknowledge but two places after this life: the one proper to the
elect and blessed of God, the other to the reprobate and damned
souls; as may be well gathered by the parable of Lazarus and the
rich man (Luke xvi. 19-26); which place St. Augustine expounding
saith in this wise, "That which Abraham speaketh unto the rich
man in Luke's Gospel, namely, that the just cannot go into those
places where the wicked are tormented; what other. things doth it
signify, but only this, that the just, by reason of God's judgment,
which may not be revoked, can show no deed of mercy in helping
them which after this life are cast into prison, until they pay the
uttermost farthing 1" These words, as they confound the opinion of
helping the dead by prayer, so they do clean confute and take away
the vain error of purgatory, which is grounded upon this saying of
the Gospel, Thou shalt not depart hence, until thou hast paid the
uttermost farthing (Matt. v. 26). Now doth St. Augustine say, that
those men which are cast into prison after this life, on that condition
may in no wise be holpen, though we would help them never so much,
And why 1 Because the sentence is unchangeable, and cannot be
revoked again. Therefore let us not deceive ourselves, thinking that
we may either help other, or other may help by their good and
charitable prayers in time to come. For, as the Preacher saith,
When the tree falleth, whether it be toward the south or toward the
north, in what place soever the tree falleth, there it lieth (Eccles. xi. 3) ;
meaning thereby, that every mortal man dieth either in the state of
salvation or damnation, according as the words of the evangelist
John do also plainly import, saying, He that believeth on the Son of
God hath eternal life; but he that believeth not on the Son shall never
see life, but the wrath of God abideth upon him (John iii. 36). Where
is then the third place, which they call purgatory 1 Or where shall
our prayers help and profit the dead 1 St. Augustine doth only
acknowledge "two places" after this life, heaven and hell. As for
the third place, he doth plainly deny that there is any such to he
found in all Scripture. Chrysostom likewise is of this mind, that
" unless we wash away our sins in this present world, we shall find
no comfort afterward." And St. Cyprian saith, that, after death,
"repentance and sorrow of pain shall he without fruit; weeping
also shall he in vain, and prayer he to no purpose." Therefore he
counselleth all men to make provision for themselves while they may,
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because, "when they are once departed out of this life, there is no
place for repentance, nor yet for satisfaction."
•
Let these and such other places be sufficient to take away the gross
error of purgatory out of our heads; neither let us dream any more,
that the souls of the dead are anything at all holpen by our prayers ;
but as the Scripture teacheth us, let us think that the soul of man
passing out of the body, goeth straightways either to heaven, or else
to hell, whereof the one needeth no prayer, and the other is without
redemption. The ouly purgatory, wherein we must trust to be saved,
is the death and blood of Christ; which we apprehend with a true
and stedfast faith it purgeth and cleanseth us from all our sins, even
as well as if He were now hanging upon the cross. The blood of
Ohrist, saith St. John, hath cleansed us from all sin (1 John i. 7). The
blood of Ohrist, saith St. Paul, hath purged our consciences from dead
works, to serve the living God (Heb. ix. 14). Also in another place
he saith, We be sanctified and made holy by the offering up of the body
of Jesus Ohrist, done once for all. Yea, he addeth more, saying, With
the one oblation of His blessed body and precious blood, He hath made
perfect for ever and ever all them that are sanctified (Heb. x. 10, 14).
This, then, is that purgatory, wherein all Christian men put their
whole trust and confidence, nothing doubting, if they truly repent
them of their sins and me in perfect faith, that then they shall forthwith pass from death to life. If this kind of purgation will not serve
them, let them never hope to be released by other men's prayers,
though they should continue therein until the world's end. He that
cannot be saved by faith in Christ's blood, how shall he look to be
delivered by man's intercessions 1 Hath God more respect to man
on earth, than he has to Christ in heaven 1 If any man sin, saith
St. John, we have an Advocate with the Father, even Jesus Ohrist the
righteous, and He is the propitiation for our sins (1 John ii. 1, 2). But
we must take heed that we call upon this Advocate while we have
space given us in this life, lest when we are once dead, there be no
hope of salvation left unto us. For as every man sleepeth with his
own cause, so every man shall rise again with his own cause. And
look in what state he meth, in the same state he shall be also judged,
whether it be to salvation or damnation. Let us not therefore dream
either of purgatory, or of prayer for the souls of them that be
dead: but let us urgently and diligently pray for them which are
expressly commanded in Holy Scripture, namely, for kings and rulers,
for ministers of God's holy word and sacraments, for the saints of this
world, otherwise called the faithful: to be short, for all men living,
be they never so great enemies to God and his people, as Jews, Turks,
pagans, heretics, infidels, &c. Then shall we truly fulfil the commandment of God in that behalf, and plainly declare ourselves to be the true
children of our heavenly Father, Who suffereth the sun to shine upon the
good and the bad, and the rain to fall upon the just and the unjust (Matt.
v. 45). For which, and all other benefits most abundantly bestowed
upon mankind from the beginning, let us give Him hearty thanks, as
we are most bound, and praise His name for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE AGED PILGRIlVIS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
WITH 1047 pensioners on the books and the various Homes to maintain
there is required upwards of £45 daily. The prayerful and practical
interest of friends is solicited in carrying on this beneficent work on
behalf of the Lord's aged poor.
A Sale of Work on. behalf of the Tunbridge Wells Home was kindly
opened by lVIrs. J. B. Collin on Sept. 13. A brief meeting was held,
when details of the work at the Home were given, and the Secretary
had an opportunity of explaining the aims and objects of the Society..
During the month of November meetings have been arranged as
follows. There will be services at Zoar Chapel, Hounslow, on the 2nd,
and at Tottenham (Philip Lane) on the 10th. The Autumn lVIeeting
at Hornsey Rise will be held on the 4th, when a Sale of Work will be
held in the afternoon; and in the evening Rev. G. C. Rubie will conduct
a service. The Leicester Auxiliary hold their Annual lVIeetings in the
Edward Wood Hall on the lRth, and on the 30th there will be a Sale
of Work at Horley.

CALVIN'S CALVINISM. By John Calvin. Pp. 350. Price 5s. Post Free.
(The Secretary, Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98,
Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5., and also lVIr. A. Lythgoe, 22,
Bridge Street, lVIanchester.)
This handsome and well-bound volume consists of two of the works
of the famous Reformer of Geneva, John Calvin. lVIost of Calvin's
works, about fifty or more volumes, were translated and published
by the Calvin Translation Society in the middle of the nineteenth
century. When we see these volumes on our bookshelves we marvel
at the industry of that great and good man. It is really wonderful
that in those times of strife, of danger and of difficulty he found time
to write his commentaries on the Scriptures and other important
works, especially when we remember that he often suffered from
indigestion.
The two works now issued in one volume were not included in
those translated and published by the Calvin Translation Society.
Dr. Henry Cole, however, of Clare Hall, Cambridge, and Sunday
evening lecturer of St. lVIary Somerset, Upper Thames Street, London,
undertook the work of translating these works into English and
publishing them in the year 1856. They have now been reprinted
this year (1927), and published by the Sovereign Grace Union. We
think they have done well in giving to the public in cheap form these
two treatises.
The title, Oalvin's Oalvinism, was given to them by Dr. Cole, the
original translator, no doubt because they clearly and fully set forth
those truths which have come to be associated with Calvin's name.
The titles of the two treatises are, (1) The; Eternal; Predestination of
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God, and (2) The Secret Providence of God. These two great truths,
strictly speaking, are not merely the truths which Calvin taught, but
the truths which the Holy Ghost teaches in the Bible. We often
think it well in conversation to remind people that it is not what we
think or what OaZvin thought, but what the Bible teaches which we
should be ready to receive.
When men quarrel with what IS called Calvinism they are really
quarrelling with the Word of God. Calvin often points out to his
opponents that what they oppose is really the plain teaching of the
Word of God.
In reading this volume for review we have been struck with at least
seven things which are prominent in its pages.
1. First we have been struck with Calvin's wide knowledge of
Scripture.
2. Secondly, we have been struck with his clear perception of its
teaching.
3. Thirdly, we have been struck with his great jealousy for God's
honour and glory. This accounts doubtless for some unusually strong
expressions which he uses concerning his opponents. These we regard
as the infirmities of a great and godly man.
4. Fourthly, we have been struck with his meek readiness to receive
all that God's Word teaches, however profound, difficult, and mysterious
it may seem to be.
.
He puts aside all human reasonings and accepts whatever God has
revealed, not presuming to dare to reply against God. "Nay, but, 0
man, who art thou that repliest against God," is a text which he often
quotes. Such meek reception of the engrafted Word is much~needed,
we think, in the present day.
5. Fifthly, we are struck with his wholehearted and frequent repudiation of the doctrine that God can be the Author of sin. His opponents
charged him with this error, but he everywhere repudiates it.
6. Sixthly, we are struck with his readiness to acknowledge that
some of the truths revealed in God's Word are beyond the power of
human reason to explain. "0 the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments,
and His ways past finding out," is another text which he often quotes.
The fact, however, that some truths are too deep to fully comprehend
should not hinder us from meekly receiving them.
7. Lastly, we are struck with the great similarity between the
doctrines associated with the name of Calvin and the teachings of
Augustine in the fourth century. Calvin very frequently quotes
Augustine in support of his teachings. He says, "Augustine is so
wholly with me, that if I wished to write a confession of my faith, I
could do so with all fulness and satisfaction to myself out of his
writings" (p. 38).
Poor Calvin was hated in his own day and is hated to-day, but if
Calvin were in error, so was Augustine. To our mind those great
truths for which Augustine and Calvin stood are the truths for WhICh
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our Lord and His apostles stood. We admit that sometimes these
truths may be taught in a crude and even in an offensive way, and we
feel that those who expound them need to do so with all humility,
gentleness, and love, and in due proportion. Our impression in reading
some of Calvin's commentaries is that he does not needlessly introduce
the great doctrine of predestination into his expositions, but his whole
teaching is in harmony with it.
We would that all clergymen who have subscribed to the doctrine
of the 17th Article would carefully, prayerfully and meekly read this
volume now put forth. Whether they would accept its teaching or
not they would at any rate become really acqnainted with the teaching
of John Calvin, one of the greatest and most influential of the Reformers of the sixteenth century, and whom the late Bishop Perowne, of
Worcester, we believe, called" the prince of commentators."
•
THE ENGLISH REFORMATION. By Rev. C. Sydney Carter, M.A.,
Litt.D. Pp. 24. Price 3d. (Chas. J. Thynne & Jarvis Ltd.,
Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.)
This pamphlet answers the questions why the Reformation was
needed, what it was, and what it did. It also draws. attention to
present-day attempts to undo its work, especially it exposes the
pernicious teaching of the new Prayer Book. Dr. Sydney Carter,
who is principal of the B.C.M.S. College, at Clifton, Bristol, is an
authority on the history of the English Reformation. In brief compass
he writes ably on the need, the character and the blessings of that
great event. Clearly and fully he marshals the outstanding facts of
history in connection with " the greatest event since the days of the
apostles." We warmly commend this pamphlet.
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We have received the following, which we can now merely mention.
A COMBINED ANALYSIS OF THE FOUR GOSPELS. By A. G. ~ecret.
Foreword by the Rev. E. L. Langston, M.A. 8s. net. (Thynne
& Jarvis Ltd., Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.)
DAVID SIMPSON AND THE EVANGELICAL REVIVAL. By Alfred Leedes
Hunt, M.A. Price 7s. 6d. net. Pp. 280. (Thynne & Jarvis
Ltd., Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.)
THE DOCTRINAL PRINCIPLES OF THE REFORMATION. Being the
Conference Sermon and papers read at the Thirteenth Annual
Conference of the Sovereign Grace Union. Price Is., post free.
(Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98 Camberwell Grove,
London, S.E.5.)
FREE GRACE SERMONS. By the late Rev. J. R. Anderson, of Glasgow.
2s., post free. (Mr. H. B. Pitt, 4, Clarendon Road, Trowbridge,
Wilts.)
HAPPY GREETINGS, THE POCKET DIARY FOR 1928. Issued by the
Lord's Day Observance Society, 18, Buckingham Street, Strand,
W.C.2. Price 2d., post free. (The author is Mr. H. H. Martin.)
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