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A CHEERING WORD FOR THE FAMILY.
H

And the night following the LORD stood by him, and said, Be of good
cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of Me in Jerusalem, so
must thou bear witness also at Rorne."-AcTS xxiii. 11.

THE Apostle Paul was a member of the one family in heaven and
earth. He could say, " The SPIRIT Itself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of GOD." If the LORD spake cheering
words to him, we may be sure He will also speak cheering words
to His people to-day. All the members of the family are equally
precious to His heart, and are equally the objects of His love and
affection. When the LORD spake the above words to Paul, the
apostle was a prisoner in Jerusalem. He had come there to bring
alms for the benefit of the poor saints in that city. Some Jews
belonging to Asia, "when they saw him in the temple, stirred up all
the people and laid hands on him;' and made false charges against
him, with the result that "all the city was moved," and "they
went about to kill him." Providentially" the chief captain" with
his soldiers rescued Paul out of their hands, and gave him leave to
make his defence before the people, but after hearing a portion of
his speech they cried out, "Away with such a fellow from th~
earth: for it is not fit that he should live." On the following dayPaul was brought before the Council, and as a result of a dissension.
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees on the Council Paul was
in danger of being" pulled in pieces of them." The chief captain,
however, again intervened, and took him by force from among
them, though still retaining him as a prisoner. All this must have
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depressed the heart of the great apostle. False charges, cruel
attempts on his life, scornful rejection of his testimony, were all
extremely painful to bear, and as the apostle lay In his prison he
must have got into a downcast and despairing condition of mind.
It was just at this juncture that" the LORD stood by him, and
said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of Me in
Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome."
Now, there is encouragement in these words for the LORD'S
people to-day. If we are faithful to our LORD and MASTER we, too,
must suffer for His sake. "All that will live godly in CHRIST JESUS
shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. iii. 12). The more true we are to
CHRIST and His Word the more we shall be rejected by the world,
and even by some who profess to be Christians. Our sufferings
for CHRIST'S sake may take different forms, but whatever form
they take, we may be sure that the LORD will stand by us as He
stood by His servant Paul.
Now, let us consider some of the truths which are suggested by
the cheering words which were spoken to Paul at a time when he
was apparently suffering from despondency.
1. First, the words suggest that the LORD knows all about the trials
of His people.

Paul was one of His people, one whom He had saved by His
grace. The LORD knew all that His dear servant had been passing
through. He had heard the false charges which were made against
him. He had noticed the rough, cruel, and murderous treatment
he had received. He had heard the scornful cry, "Away with
such a fellow from the earth." _He knew it all. He, Himself, had
experienced similar treatment. In that same city the Jews had
cried out, " Away with Him, Let Him be crucified."
The LORD also knew the depression of soul and the despondency
of spirit which, doubtless, took possession of His servant. In like
manner He knows our trials. He knows them that are His, and He
knows where they are, and all the trials and difficulties through
which they are passing. It was He who appeared to Moses at the
bush, and said, "I have surely seen the affliction of My people
which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their
taskmasters; for I know their sor'TOws." He knows all about the
sUfferings which His people may have to endure for His sake.
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Their sighs and groans come up unto Him, and He is full of sympathy for them. He can be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities, for He " was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin" (Exod. iii. 7; Heb. iv. 15).
Art thou suffering for CHRIST'S sake ~ Is thy fidelity to Him
bringing upon thee the hatred of the world, and even rejection by
professing Christians ~ Take comfort from the assurance that the
LORD h.llowS thy case. He is concerned about thee. He knows,
and He loves and He cares. The world may hate and reject, but
nothing shall separate thee from the love of CHRIST. Tribulation,
distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril or sword have no
power to separate thee from His love.
2. Secondly, the words teach us that the LORD stands by His people
in their trials.
" The night following the LORD stood by him." He drew near
to him. Jeremiah, the prophet, knew something of this. He says,
" I called upon Thy name, 0 LORD, out of the low dungeon. Thou
hast heard My voice. . . . Thou drewest near in the day that I
called upon Thee: Thou saidst, Fear not." Then he goes on, and
says, " 0 LORD, Thou hast seen my wrong. . . . Thou hast seen all
their vengeance and all their imaginations against Me" (Lam.
iii. 55-61). As the LORD drew near to Jeremiah, so He drew near
to Paul. He stood by Him. In Paul's case there was apparently
a visible manifestation of the LORI:'s presence, so that Paul beheld
Him at His side in the prison, and heard His words of cheer spoken
audibly to him.
He does not now appear visibly to His people, but He stands by
them all the same. He is always dwelling in them by His SPIRIT,
and by faith they realize that He dwells in their hearts. Sometimes, however, there is a deeper and fuller consciousness of His
presence, and He cheers them by bringing home to them the assurance that He is still with them and in them.
This was not the only time when the LORD stood by His servant
Paul. He stood by him at Corinth. We read, " Then spake the
LORD to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak,
and hold not thy peace: for I am with thee, and no man shall set
oh thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city" (Acts
xviii. 9, 10).
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The LORD cheered him by assuring him of His presence, His
protection, and His blessing on his testimony. He stood by him
in Macedonia. We read, "When we were come into Macedonia,
our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without
were fightings, within were fears. Nevertheless, GOD, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of
Titus" (2 Cor. vii. 5, 6).
The coming of Titus to the LORD'S depressed servant was no
accident. It was the LORD'S doing, and it was thus that the LORD
comforted His servant.
He stood by him on board ship. The apostle was on his way to
Rome, but we read, "no small tempest lay on us," and" all hope
that we should be saved was then taken away." Then it was
that the apostle could bear testimony that the LORD was standing
by him. He was able to say to his fellow-travellers, "There shall
be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship. For
there stood by me this night the angel of GOD, whose I am, and
whom I serve, saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought
before Cresar: and, 10, GOD hath given thee all them that sail with
thee. Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe GOD, that
it shall be even as it was told me" (Acts xxvii. 20-25).
The LORD also stood by him when he was a prisoner in Rome.
He was evidently brought before Nero, the emperor, and he says,
« At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook
me." He was left absolutely alone so far as human helpers were
concerned. But he goes on to say, "Notwithstanding the LORD
stood with me, and strengthened-me; that by me the preaching
might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I
was delivered out of the mouth of the lion" (2 Tim. iv. 16, 17). Let
these varied experiences of the great apostle to the Gentiles cheer
our hearts. If the LORD stood by him, He will stand by us. He
says to all His people, " Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not
dismayed; for I am thy GOD: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My
righteousness" (Isaiah xli. 10).
3. Thirdly, the words suggest that the LORD fulfils the desires of His
people.
Paul had long desired to see Rome and to preach the Gospel to
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GOD'S people there. He had prayed that if it were GOD'S will the
way might be opened for him to journey to that great city. (See
ROM. i. 10, 11; xv. 22-28.) He had made known his desire to the
Roman saints when writing his letter to them. When he was apprehended and ill-treated at Jerusalem he might well think that his
desire would not be gratified. The LORD, however, assured him in
His words of cheer and encouragement that as he had testified of
CHRIST at Jerusalem, so must he bear witness also at Rome. The
LORD knew of his desire, and He assured him that it would be
gratified.
Thus the LORD knows the desires of our hearts, and we have the
blessed assurance that "He will fulfil the desire of them that fear
Him: He also will hear their cry, and will save them" (Psalm
cxlv. 19). It is a precious thought that the LORD condescends to
notice the desires of His people. They can say, "LORD, all my
desire is before Thee; and my groaning is not hid from Thee"
(Psalm xxxviii. 9).
The LORD may delay to fulfil our desires. He delayed long with
His servant Paul. He allowed him to be kept a prisoner for over
two years at Cresarea, and then when He allowed him to go to
Rome, it was as a prisoner. Yet He was tender and gracious
towards him. "Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a
soldier that kept him." And we read, "Paul dwelt two whole
years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto
him, preaching the kingdom of GOD, and teaching those things
which concern the LORD JESUS CHRIST with all confidence, no man
forbidding him" (Acts xxviii. 16, 30, 31).
Who can tell the blessing whiCh attended his ministry in Rome,
even though it was the ministry of one in bonds? Let us take
comfort from the assurance that the LORD will sooner or later fulfil
the desires of them that fear Him, if it be consistent with His will,
and let us remember for our encouragement these words: "Delight
thyself in the LORD; and He shall give thee the desires of thine
heart" (Psalm xxxvii. 4). If we delight ourselves in Him, we shall
only desire what He thinks is good for us.
4. Lastly, we learn that the LORD fortifies His people in trying

circumstances.
The encouraging words of cheer and promise which the LORD
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spake to His servant on this occasion would revive, and strengthen,
and cheer him. In all his subsequent trials and difficulties this
promise would be his stay. "As thou hast testified of Me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome." Men might conspire to kill him, justice might be denied him, the possibility of a
watery grave might stare him in the face, but none of these things
could prevent the expressed purpose of His LORD from being
accomplished. He must bear witness also at Rome. That was the
Divine purpose. Nothing could prevent its accomplishment.
May we take heart of courage as we remember that the LORD
knows our case, He stands by us at all times, He fulfils the desires
of His people which are in harmony with His will, and He will never
fail to strengthen and uphold them with the right hand of His
power.
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lyrm.

(Thomas Houghton).

CHRIST OBEYING AND SUFFERING FOR HIS
PEOPLE.
" THE law, being broken, could not remit the deserved punishment,
unless some infinitely perfect obedience should be paid, and some
infinitely meritorious sufferings should be undergone in the sinner's
stead, by which the law might be magnified and made honourable. And
the Lord Christ undertook to do this. He vouchsafed to obey and to
suffer for His people; to obey the precepts, and to suffer the pains
and penalties of the law.
The law had indicted them, and found them guilty of disobedience;
Christ came to obey for them, as it is written, ' By the obedience of one
shall many be made righteous.' The law had put them under the
curse, and He came to redeem them from the curse of the law. The
law threatened to punish them, and He came to bear their sins, and
the punishment due to them, in His Own body upon the tree. So
that Christ came not to publish a new remedial law, but to glorify the
moral law, and to demonstrate the unchangeable nature of it; since
no obedience, and no sufferings, but His, which were absolutely perfect,
divine, and infinite, could work out such a righteousness for anyone
sinner, as the law required, in order to his being justified in the sight
of God."-W. Romaine.
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TREES AND SPIRITUAL TRUTH.
(SECOND ARTICLE.)
" He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water."-PSALM i. 3.
WE pointed out in our last issue that trees serve to remind us (1) Of
the power and goodness of God. (2) Of man's sin, shame, and
suffering. (3) Of man's hatred of Christ and of God. (4) Of God's
redeeming mercy and grace. We propose to draw attention to
three other truths suggested by the mention of trees in the Bible.
1. First, Trees serve to rem7:nd us of the blessedness of the godly.
The first Psalm sets forth the blessedness of the godly, and the
unhappiness of the ungodly. Who are the godly? They are those
who have, through the operation of the Holy Ghost, realized their
sinfulness. They have been made aware of the plague of their
own hearts. They have become conscious that they were conceived
and born in sin, and that in thought, word, and deed the effects of
their sinful and corrupt nature are being manifested continually.
Knowing that the wages of their sin is death, they have become
concerned about their awful state, and about the terrible doom
which awaits them, unless God in His mercy pardons their transgressions. They have heard, however, with joy and thankfulness
that Christ, the Son of God, bare their sins in His Own body on the
tree, and they have been enabled to look to Him as their Substitute,
and they have heard God's voice saying to their souls, "Your sins
which are many are forgiven." From that day forward a mighty
change has been manifested in t!J.eir lives, their walk, and their
conversation. They are seen to have been turned from darkness
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. They are seen to
be new creatures in Christ Jesue. Old things have passed away,
and all things have become new. At one time they were darkness,
now they are light in the Lord. At one time they had not obtained
mercy, now they have obtained it. At one time they were" not
a people," now they are" the people of God." In other words,
God has put His fear in their hearts, and it is no longer said of them
that" There is no fear of God before their eyes." Instead, they are
found" walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the
Holy Ghost" (see Rom. iii. 18, and Acts ix. 31).
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Their character is described in this first Psalm. They no doubt
fail to come up to it perfectly. They know that in their flesh
dwelleth no good thing, and they confess that in many things
they offend. Yet through infinite mercy and Divine enabling
grace they live up to the standard of this Psalm nwre or less.
It is incontrovertibly true of all who are living branches of the
true Vine that they bear fruit. He that abideth in Christ, i.e.,
he that is in vital union with Him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit (see John xv. 5). Wherever the seed of the Gospel really
takes root there is always fruit in greater or less degree. Some
may bring forth a hundredfold, some only sixty-fold, and some
even only thirty-fold, but clearly our Lord teaches that those who
correspond to the good ground all bear some spiri.tual fruit. We
know that Christ alone lived a perfectly sinless and spotless life,
but, through the indwelling power of His Spirit, all His people are
enabled in greater or less degree to live practically holy lives. They
rightly mourn over many failings, shortcomings, and sins, but in
spite of all their failings and sins, the fruit of the Spirit is in some
degree mani.fest to the praise of the glory of Divine grace.
The Apostle Paul could write of the faith and love of the Ephesian
saints, of the love and obedience of the Philippian saints, of tile
faith, hope, and love of the Colossians, and of the same graces in
the saints at Thessalonica. (See Ephes. i. 15; Phil. i. 9; ii. 12 ;
Col. i. 4, 5; 1 Thess. i. 3; 2 Thess. i. 3.) Real conversion always
issues in serving the true God and waiting for His Son from heaven.
That we need to be stirred up continually to a holy walk i.s
manifest from the many exhortations in the Epistles, but that
some "fruit unto holiness" is, through Divine grace, brought
forth by every believer admits of no doubt. All believers have
"become servants to God" and they all have their fruit unto
holiness (see Rom. vi. 22).
Coming back now to the description of the godly in the first
Psalm, we note tile following points concerning them. It is no
doubt true that they do not fully and perfectly reach the standard
given, but in some degree all the godly approximate to it.
In large degree they all come short, and the standard given is
doubtless designed to lead the godly to feel their shortcomings and
to pray for grace to walk mGre in harmony with it.
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This is the thought in Cowper's hymn. He wrote:
"Lord, it is my chief complaint
That my love is cold and faint,
Yet I love Thee and adore,
0, for grace to love Thee more."
The first Psalm suggests that the godly are
(1) A separated people.

They walk not in the counsel, the advices, the plans, the purposes
and designs of the ungodly. They stand not in the way of sinners.
They avoid their company. They sit not down among those who
scoff at sacred things. The godly walk in separation from the
world. They have abandoned its worldly pleasures and amusements. They have given up bad company. They rejoice in
fellowship with the Lord and with His people. The language of
their hearts is, " I am a companion of all them that fear Thee, and
of them that keep Thy precepts" (Psalm cxix. 63).
The Lord has separated His people from the world. He has
chosen them out of the world. They are therefore bidden practically to come out, and to be separate. In so far as they conform
to the world they fail to walk as God would have them walk. They
need to break fully with the world and to remember that there can
be no communion between light and darkness.
. (2) The godly are more or less a Bible-loving people.
" His delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law doth he
meditate day and night" (Psalm i. 2).
The ungodly find no pleasure in the Bible, except perhaps in its
literary beauty. But the godly more or less delight in its precious
records, doctrines, promises and precepts. "I delight in the law of
God after the inward man," says the godly man (Rom. vii. 22). The
godly, if they are living up to their privileges, will meditate in God's
Word day and night. Their Bibles will be daily read and pondered.
They will rise sufficiently early in the morning so as to have time
for private reading ere they leave their bedrooms. Their household
arrangements will be so ordered that the Bible will be honoured
at family prayer. They will beware of allowing the Word of God
to be crowded out by other reading. They will often prayerfully
meditate upon its doctrines, promises and precepts, alid seek to
frame and fashion their lives according to its teaching. Ah, do
we not all come short in this matter? The Word of God is food
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for our souls, but we neglect our food and hence we suffer in our
spiritual health. How is it that we fail so much in regard to a
holy, separate walk? Is it not because we sadly neglect prayerfully
to ponder over and to meditate upon the precious truths of our
Bibles ?
May our delight be more in the law of the Lord, and may we
meditate therein in larger degree day and night.
Now it is such people who are" like a tree planted by the rivers
of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also
shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." Every
godly man is like a tree planted by the Lord, a tree moreover in
whose growth and fruitfulness the Lord is concerned. Hence he is
planted by the rivers of water. Divine arrangement has been
made whereby the streams of grace may regularly flow into him.
The Holy Ghost is in him as " a well of water springing up into
everlasting life" (John iv. 14). He is strengthened with all might
by the Spirit in the inner man. By faith he realizes that Christ,
by His Spirit, dwells in his heart, and relying on His strength he
brings forth fruit in season.
The godly are" trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord"
(Isaiah lxi. 3). They are a righteous people-righteous by imputation and righteous in their walk. Whatsoever they do shall prosper.
The Lord smiles upon and prospers His Own people, even though
He chastens them.
Jeremiah seems to have had this Psalm in mind when he wrote,
" Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the
Lord is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that
spreadeth out her roots by the'river, and shall not see when heat
cometh, but her leaf shall be green, and shall not be careful in the
year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit" (Jer. xvii.
7, 8). In another Psalm we read, "The righteous shall flourish
like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon"
(Psalm xcii. 12).
Thus the godly are like trees planted by the Lord in close
proximity to the streams of Divine grace. They are more or less
fruitful in every good work, and the Lord prospers them both in
temporal and spiritual things. 0, the blessedness of the man who
is like a tree of the Lord's planting!
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2. Secondly, trees serve to remind us of ungodly persons.
An outstanding illustration of this is the case of Nebuchadnezzar.
That great monarch had a remarkable dream which made him
afraid. In his dream he saw a tree in the midst of the earth, whose
height was great. Its leaves were fair and its fruit much. The
beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven
dwelt in the boughs thereof. A watcher and an holy one came
down from heaven and cried aloud and said, "Hew down the tree,
and cut off his branches; shake off his leaves, and scatter his
fruit." Then changing from the figure to the person signified the·
watcher said, "Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a
beast's heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him."
The object of this Divine judgment was "to the intent that the
living may know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men,
and giveth it to whomsoever He will, and setteth up over it the
basest of men." Daniel was called in to interpret this dream, and
he said, " The tree that thou sawest . . . is thou, 0 king, that art
grown and become strong," and he proceeded to tell the king that
he would be driven from men, his dwelling would be with beasts
of the field, he would eat grass as oxen, and seven times would pass
over him, until he knew and recognized that the Most High ruleth
in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will. "All
this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar," and at length he was
obliged to acknowledge that those who walk in pride God is able
to abase (Dan. iv.).
In reference to ungodly persons John the Baptist said, "Now
also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the
fire." This points to the Divine judgment which will be visited
on the ungodly. Another figure is used by John of ungodly persons
when he likens them to the chaff which the Lord at His second
coming will burn up with unquenchable fire (Matt. iii. 10, 12).
The first Psalm says the ungodly are" like the chaff which the
wind driveth away. Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the
judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. For
the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the
ungodly shall perish."
3. Thirdly, trees serve to remind us of ungodly nations.
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In the Old ~ Testament Assyria is likened unto "a cedar in
Lebanon with fair branches." "His height was exalted above all
the trees of the field." "Under his shadow dwelt all great nations."
There was no tree in the garden of God " like unto him in his
beauty." But now note his terrible doom. "Thus said the Lord
God; Because thou hast lifted up thyself in height, and he hath
shot up his top among the thick boughs, and his heart is lifted up
in his height; I have therefore delivered him into the hand of the
mighty one of the heathen; he shall surely deal with him: I have
driven him out for his wickedness. And strangers, the terrible of the
nations, have cut him off, and have left him; upon the mountains
and in all the valleys his branches are fallen, and his boughs are
broken by all the rivers of the land; and all the people of the
earth are gone down from his shadow, and have left him. . . .
I made the nations to shake at the sound of his fall, when I cast him
down to hell with them that descend into the pit" (Ezek. xxxi. 1-16).
Thus the judgment of God eventually comes upon the greatest
empires for their pride and wickedness. What a solemn thought!
The British Empire is great and extensive-perhaps the greatest
empire which has ever yet existed. Terrible judgment came upon
us by means of the Great War, but there are no signs of national
repentance for national sins. God, from Whom all our national
blessings flow, is increasingly forgotten, His day is increasingly
desecrated, and His Word is ignored or contemned. It is solemn
to think of the doom which eventually comes upon the nations
that forget God. Our Lord When_riding into Jerusalem foretold
the terrible judgment which He knew would come upon that city
for its rejection of Himself (Luke xix. 41-44). The fig tree which
He subsequently cursed was probably a symbol of the Jewish
nation upon which Divine judgments afterwards came.
The solemn question arises, Are we like good trees which bear
good fruit, or are we like corrupt trees which bear evil fruit?
Are we trusting in Him Who hung upon the tree bearing His
people's sins, or are we virtually saying, "We will not have this
man to reign over us " ?
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thoma,s Houghton).
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WELLSPRINGS.
•• Blessed is the people who know the joyful sound.. they shall walk, 0
Lord, in the light of Thy countenance. In Thy name shall they
rejoice all the day.. and in Thy righteousness shall they be exalted."PSA. lxxxix. 15. 16.
I BAD just left the House of Prayer one Thursday evening recently,
after hearing a sweet and Christ-exalting discourse on the glorious
interchanged titles whereby He is called and likewise calls His Church
-" The Lord our Righteousness."
From the tram, there was a somewhat pathetic sight, although by no
means uncommon in our great city-a tall policeman taking a tiny
ragged urchin off to the police station, a lost child and, apparently, too
young to tell his name or where he lived. Some ladies had evidently
first been trying to help him, but so soon as the constable came up, the
child left off his crying, and with all the confidence and childlike trust
he trotted off willingly and, as far as I could watch him, constantly
put up his little hand towards that of his big preserver, as though he
would like to have had it grasped. Watching the sight together and
being the only passenger in the tram at that moment, I remarked to
the conductor, how readily" children always seemed to trust a policeman," and to my joy and surprise, after a moment's pause, he replied
in such a reverent tone of voice, " It were better to trust in Jesus!" My
heart was so warmed that we at once spake together with joyful lips.
He was full of praise, but with no excitement. He told me that he had
known the Lord for three years, and what He had been to him, words
failed to express. "When I saw that policeman and boy," he said,
" I was meditating on what had happened to me only to-day. You
must know, I have served in the navy, and I was as sinful as I could
well be amongst sinful men. But they have given me a medal, and it
only came this morning, and I was thinking that the world. awards me
for my conduct outwardly, whilst rt knew nothing of my evil heart and
wicked ways"-to which I replied" And now although the world might think it strange
You would not with the world exchange."
" No, no," he replied, " What a change it all is! The sights I see, the
people I meet and have to do with, and the unrest everywhere, and yet
enjoying perfect peace within" !
He told me how graciously God had given him strength to witness
for Him in the way of bowing the head, the only man in the mess room
to do so, before meals; and how, only a day or two ago, when scoffs
and irreligious talk was going on, he took out his little pocket testament
and began reading, and how God shut their mouths, and they went out
one after another and left him. It was a precious testimony to the
power of God's grace to one" who will live godly." He had been
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anxious about his elder daughter, who was out of work; he had been
committing the matter to his prayer-hearing and prayer-answering God,
and only this very morning the girl had been engaged under significant
circumstances, wherein this dear man traced the good hand of God, and
a praying father knew his God had heard and answered prayer on behalf
of his daughter. Thus at intervals, and it seemed as though the Lord
graciously allowed an unusually quiet journey, for few boarded the
tram that evening, and those who did, went up to the outside, we spoke
of Jesus to our souls' delight. He remarked how a Christian must be
one in deed and not in word only, that he may be a living epistle, read
and known of all men, and I could not but reply that travelling as
constantly as I do on that particular route, I had always been impressed
with the peaceful expression of his countenance and his gentle demeanour whilst I had always received the utmost civility and kindly attention
from him in boarding or alighting. So we agreed that a Christian is a
marked person, that holiness to the Lord and His name is seen in their
foreheads; and that they are set apart. "Saved and called with an
holy calling" to glorify Him.
As I alighted at the end of my journey I quietly said in passing out,
" Unto you therefore which believe He is precious," and the dear man
of God quickly replied, "He is precious, bless His name," with a
warmth and fervour of heart and praiseful spirit; whilst I came on my
way rejoicing to think of the mercy and grace of our God, Who has His
"hidden ones," where we may least expect to find them, and that
amidst all the awful apostasy and irreligion around uS,-God still
has His" witnesses," His "salt of the earth," His" seven thousand
who have not bowed the knee to Baal nor kissed him." His people are
scattered here and there that His name may be glorified and that they
may show forth His praise and magnify the riches of His grace.
I had only returned from Tunbridge Wells the evening before, and
there, my beloved friend had related to me, how in one of her evening
strolls upon the lovely peaceful common, she was sitting quietly reading
on a seat, when two strangers came up to rest upon it. The man
appeared ill and the woman so weary and sad. Some ordinary remark
broke the silence, and the poor wife told how her husband was only just
out of hospital, and that they had lost their son in the Spring-" But,"
she said, " I felt I could not give him up until I knew of his eternal
safety," and day after day she wrestled with Jacob's God and watched
her beloved son getting weaker and weaker. The Lord tried her faith
to the end, and at the end her son gave a gracious testimony to the precious blood of Jesus, which had washed away his sins and given him to
hope in Christ his Saviour. My beloved friend, doubtless, cheered the
poor sorrowful woman (who was soon to lose her husband) with her
gentle loving sympathy and words of consolation, and left with her
some suitable reading. Thus, my dear readers, did the Lord give us
each a sweet surprise and proof that He has still a seed to serve Him
in these last days, and unto whom the name of the Lord is precious.
These are the people spoken of in our text, and who are described as
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truly happy and blessed: "Blessed is the people who know the joyful
sound: they shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance. In
Thy name shall they rejoice all the day; and in Thy righteousness
shall they be exalted."
•
Our minds revert to the blessed teaching which Jehovah, their God,
would have the Israelites learn by the institution of the trumpet of
Jubilee and, how blessedly it was to proclaim in type, that greater and
more perfect "joyful sound" of Gospel liberty, freedom from the
bondage and tyranny of sin and the law; and give the hearers a blessed
inheritance-never to be disannulled nor forfeited.
We cannot forbear turning to Lev. xxv., where this subject is so
blessedly enlarged upon and detailed for Israel's instruction and our
spiritual edification. This chapter" sets forth the richest antepast of
Gospel Truth," as some one has said. It was the proclamation of
universal rest for Israel. It was a year-long Sabbath, and it followed
in the Divine order the great Day of Atonement. Jehovah declared
to His people, that when they were come into the land which He had
promised them, then that land should" keep a sabbath unto the Lord."
They were to sow the field; and prune the vine; and gather the fruit
for six years, but in the seventh-they were to keep a sabbath of rest
for the Lord-when they were neither to sow, nor plant nor prune. The
trumpet was to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, " in the
day oj atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your
land."
And the fiftieth year was to be hallowed, and liberty proclaimed
throughout the entire land unto all the inhabitants thereof. No toil!
No labour! All rest! "For it is the jubilee; it shall be holy unto you;
ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the field" (verses 11, 12). Moreover, there was to be no buying nor selling in oppression (verses 13-17)
and there was no fear of danger, for their God had promised" ye shall
dwell in the land in safety" (verse 18). And there was Divine provision
promised and supplied in commanded blessing (verse 21). There was
to be no exacting (verse 35), no slavery (verse 39), and all free service
(verse 41). It was the year oj JUQilee! A year oj Rest, and blessed
indeed were the congregation of Israel when they heard " the joyful
sound" of the trumpet proclaiming it. And all this was to set forth
the better things of the Gospel which proclaim to your and my heart,
beloved, the rest that remaineth for the people of God, the keeping ot
an eternal sabbath, the ransom from sin, Satan and death.
"In types and shadows we are told
Jesus was seen in days of old;
Before the Gospel dawn came in,
A glorious sacrifice for sin."

Thus, there are a people spoken of in our text who are called
"Blessed," and they are further described as knowing and walking.
They" know the joyful sound" ; and" they shall walk in the light of
Thy countenance." How fully and blessedly did the Great Shepherd
32
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·describe everyone of His blood-bought sheep by these two marks when
He was upon earth. Said Jesus, "My sheep hear My voice; and I
know them, and they follow Me. And I give unto them eternal life:
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of
My hand." Is not the whole of our text comprehended here ~ The
sheep that were given Him of His Father to redeem-they know and hear
His Voice-(" a stranger will they not follow") and they come at His
'Call, and they follow Him gladly. "Blessed is the people who know
the joyful sound. They shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance."
This people are weary and heavy-laden; weary of their sins, failures
.and shortcomings. They can no longer bear up under the burden of
them and it is to such that the Voice of the Good Shepherd reaches,
." Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest." And yours, dear fellow-sinner, is the language of the hymn,
" I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary and worn and sa.d,
I found in Him a resting· place.
And He has made me glad."
And therein you prove again how His people " walk in the light of His
-countenance," and how truly Jesus spake thus of all His followers: "I
am the Light of the world, he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." Oh! you who have thus been
brought to Jesus, and been made glad with His Voice of pardon and
peace and acceptance, who are kept in the way of His commandments
and walk in the light of His countenance, you will be enabled to endorse
the Psalmist's happy declaration of this people, their knowledge and
their walk. "In Thy name shall they rejoice all the day, and in Thy
righteousness shall they be exalted."
The praise of a thankful heart is indeed a blessed exercise, and it is
the fulfilment of Jehovah's own word, "Whoso. offereth praise glorifieth
Me, and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I show the
salvation of God." Dear readers, there is a call for universal praise.
"Sing, 0 ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it; shout, ye lower
parts of the earth; break forth into singing, ye mountains, 0 forest
and every tree therein; for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified
himself in Israel." But there is a call for particular praise, and our
heart will not long be silent if we have been made to " hear the joyful
sound" of redemption by rich, free, sovereign, and distinguishing
grace. You will only mourn that your love is so cold and faint and
your best utterances so feeble and poor to utter half His praise.' But
you will praise Him as best you can, and you will endorse the truth of
the Psalmist's declaration, " Blessed is the people who know the joyful
sound. They shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance. In
Thy name shall they rejoice all the day; and in Thy righteousness shaH
they be exalted." For there is Gospel Rest now in this time-state for
every believer, a rest in the finished work of Christ, a rest from their
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sins, a sweet rest as they wait before the precious word and "hear
what God the Lord shall speak" to them therein. There is also a rest
as they wait week by week upon Him in the appointed House of Prayer:
"Who that knows the worth of prayer,
But wishes to be often there."

Yes, there. A rest as we pour out our souls at the mercy-seat. There
is rest in recalling" the years of the right hand of the Most High," and
the fulfilment of some promise which encourages us to believe that
"He who hath helped us hitherto
Will help us all the journey through."

And there is rest as we contemplate that
"Blissful dawn of Heavenly Day,
When sin shall cease and death shall die,
And Christ His glory shall display,
And beam upon my ravished eye."

And meanwhile, dear reader, we who can endorse the Psalmist's words
are blessed already. "Blessed is the people." May you be enabled
to enter into some measure of this enjoyment and gladness of soul now,
and" walk in the light of His countenance," and look forward to the
time when without a shadow, and without a cloud between, you will
worship the King in the beauty of holiness, and be perfectly satisfied.
R.

DID THE APOSTLE PAUL EXPECT THE LORD TO COME
IN HIS LIFETIME?
COMMENTING on the words, " We shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed," Dr. Chas. Hodge says, " The modern commentators, both
German and English, understand the apostle as expressing the confident
expectation tha~ he and others of that generation should survive the
coming of Christ. 'Though we (who are now alive) shall not all die, we
shall all be changed.' But this is-altogether unnecessary. The we all
includes all believers who had lived, were living, or ever should live.
There is nothing either in the form of expression or in the context to
limit it to the men of that generation. In the same way Paul says in
1 Thess. iv. 15, 'We that are alive at the coming of the Lord shall not
prevent them that are asleep.' This does not imply that he expected
to be alive when Christ came. In his second Epistle to the Thessalonians he warns them against the expectation of the speedy advent of
Christ, telling them that a great apostasy and the revelation of the Man
of sin were to occur before that event."

" BETTER go to heaven on foot than go to hell on horseback."-Rev.
LACHLAN MACKENZIE.
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,Sermons anb Notes of Sermonf:'.
HARVEST AND SPIRITUAL GLADNESS.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. J. w. DANCE,
A.K.C., AT JIREH CHAPEL, LEWES, ON WEDNESDAY EVENING,
OCTOBER 8TH, 1924.

" TJwu hast put gladness in my heart, nwre than in the time that their
corn and their wine increased."-PSALM iv. 7.
ONCE more we desire to pay our tribute of praise to an everfaithful
God for the mercies of another harvest. From time immemorial,
man has rejoiced on such occasions. Heathen nations had their
wild orgies, and when the Lord called Israel to be His own people
amongst the nations, we find that He laid down well-ordered
observances which should keep the people mindful whence their
provisions came, and it well becomes the Lord's people to-day to
give Him thanks, Whose care of them is so great.
The reason why we do not follow the general trend of what are
called "Harvest Festivals" is that with us nothing shall distract
attention from Him, Who is a Spirit, and is alone worshipped in
Spirit and in Truth. A truly grateful heart no more desires the
surroundings of fruit and vegetables, than it needs crucifixes and
images! The God of heaven says, "The heaven is ]\'[y throne, and
the earth is My footstool: where is the house that ye build unto
Me? And where is the place of My rest? For all those things
hath Mine hand made, and all those things have been, saith the
Lord: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of
contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word" (Isa. lxvi. 1-2). The
modern practice in this country, of these" Fruit and Vegetable Shows"
in places of worship, began about the year 1860, and remarkable
to say, what has for so many years been known as "agricultural
depression" began about the same time. The thoughtless worldreligious and non-religious-may see no connection, but the thoughtful Christian may well connect -the two things as evidence that it
brought neither blessing nor prosperity! On that ground alone we
might well decide to have nothing to do with it, but we would rather
take the higher ground of our Lord's own teaching upon the character
of true worship. The worship of the heart, the sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving, are, we firmly believe, truly acceptable with God,
whilst the Word clearly tells us "that which is higWy esteemed
among men is abomination in the sight of God" (Luke xvi. 15).
The Psalmist in our text refers to the Harvest Joy which ever
has been, and rightly so, great, for it must be a miserable mind that
is not glad to know that provision is made for the unproductive and
hard portion of the year. But there is a greater gla.dness than men
can ever know or express for the fruits of the earth, however abunda.nt they may be. And he tells us God has put this greater gladness
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in his heart. We have not far to look to find out what it was that
caused him such great joy, for in this Psalm he speaks in verse 1
of " 0 God of my righteousness." It is both a wonderful confession
of his heart-" For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness;
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation" (Rom. x. 10),
-and a sure plea in approach to God. In the work of righteousness
is peace, and David is able to say, " I will both lay me down in peace,
and sleep: for Thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in safety" (verse 8).
It is not given to us to know others' thoughts, but it is revealed
in the Word that the self-righteous find no acceptance with God, and
consequently can know no real peace. They may joy as creatures
unaware of any ill attending them, but the" joy of the Lord" is
not theirs. And our concern is to try and set forth this greater and
more blessed joy, that by the blessing of God attending the Word,
they may be awakened to the need. "Because thou sayest, I am
rich and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor and
blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire,
that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and
anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayest see" (Rev. iii.
17-18). Further, it is our concern to encourage those who are seeking to persevere in their applications to the Throne of Grace, for
it is written, " Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord, shall
be saved," "and to remind the children of God, who have already
trusted, that He is precious-how great is that blessing which God
has put into their hearts. The whole purpose of the Redeemer's
coming and humiliation was to make them "the righteousness of
God" (2 Cor. v. 21). That righteousness brings peace-that soul
is compassed with safety.
An unappreciative world may jeer, Satan may accuse, and often
the evil heart of unbelief which abides may cause much fear, but
all these forces will be overcome. And it is a glorious truth, " He
that dwelleth in the secret place -of the most High shall abide under
the shadow of the Almighty" (Ps. xci. 1). The heart-gladness of
Salvation is an abiding force, withstanding .all conflict, overcoming
all doubts, surely anchoring within the veil, where Jesus is for us
entered, and He assures us, "Your joy no man taketh from you."
Whilst we render praise and thanksgiving for the abundant provision
He has made for our bodies, we would render ourselves a reasonable
sacrifice for the great salvation He has made for our souls.
" GOSPEL ministers should not be too hasty and eager to wipe off
every aspersion that is cast on them falsely for Christ's sake. Dirt on
the character (if unjustly thrown), like dirt on the clothes, should be
let alone for a while, until it dries; and then it will rub off easily
enough."-Toplady.
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SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
"PEACE WITH GOD."
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.

"Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ."-RoM. v. 1.
IT is not in the power of fallen man to " make his peace with God,"
though the expression is often used by nominal or ill-instructed
Christians. It could not be so, since man by nature is a "hater of
God" (Rom. i. 30). The Son of God, the Perfect Man, the Head of
the body-the Church, " made peace through the blood of His cross,"
and when His people were" enemies," reconciled them to God (see
Col. i. 12-22). Peace with God has been made by Christ, but peace
with God in a sinner's conscience is a different matter. This is a
result of justification by faith. "Being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ."
When a sinner, to whom sin is a burden, sees from the testimony
of God's word that Christ bore the sins of His people "in His own
body on the tree," and made a full expiation for them there; and
is assured by the same Word that the sinner who trusts in Him shall
never be confounded; and comes to rest for his soul's salvation upon
the finished work of the Saviour; he is "justified by faith," or in
other words, realizes that he is judicially declared to be righteous by
the free grace of God, through Christ's redeeming work, and so has
" peace with God" in his conscience, and in heart experience. 'When
faith is in exercise, such an one can say:
" A meek believer in the name of Jesus,
Thro' Him I feel no terror for my sins;
Vast as they are, they trouble me no more,
Their price is paid in full; and I may call
God, whom I've outraged, evermore my Friend."
Though faith is not always thus strong, and oftentimes sin and
Satan rob the children of God o( their peace.
The originating cause of justification is the free grace of God, and
the meritorious cause is "the redemption which is in Christ Jesus,"
while faith is the means whereby this truth is received to the soul's
comfort.
Justification by faith is beautifully depicted by Bunyan in the
Pilgrim's Progress as follows: "Christian ra thus till he came at a
place somewhat ascending, and upon that place stood a cross and a
little below, in the bottom, a sepulchre. So I saw in my dream that
just as Christian came up with ~he cross, his burden loosed from off
his shoulders, and fell from off his back, and began to tumble, and
so continued to do, till it came to the mouth of the sepulchre, where
it fell in, and I saw it no more. Then was Christian glad and lightsome, and said with a merry heart, 'He hath given me rest by His
sorrow, and life by His death.' Then he stood still awhile to look
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and wonder, for it was very surprising to him that the sight of the
cross should thus ease him of his burden. He looked therefore, and
looked again, even till the springs that were in his head sent the
waters down his cheeks."
I need scarcely say that it was not of the material cross, but of
the merit of the crucified One, that Bunyan wrote in the extract
quoted.
A PECULIAR PEOPLE.
By MR. JAMES E. FLEGG, SECRETARY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND
SOCIETY.
TITUS ii. 14.
EARLY in the Christian era the Gospel found its way into the island
of Crete, though there is some uncertainty as to the means by which
it was introduced. Possibly the first tidings may have been carried
thither by some of those Cretans who were at Jerusalem on the
memorable day of Pentecost..The character of the Cretans is summed
up in a few pregnant words by the Apostle Paul, when he reminds
Titus that a prophet of their own had described them as being" alway
liars, evil beasts, slow bellies." Yet out of such sinners the Lord
made saints.
When the Apostle Paul visited the island, he found that there
were some things which needed setting in order, and he left Titus,
who wa.s himself a. Greek, at Crete for this purpose.
Ever mindful of those who laboured with him in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Apostle of the Gentiles wrote this letter to Titus, in which
he set out that manner of life which the people should be enjoined
to live, and proceeded to speak of the work of the Lord Jesus Christ
as the ground upon which exhortations to this end should be based;
" For the grace of God, that bringeth salvation, hath appeared to all
men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world;
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself for us, that
He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works." He thus emphasizes particular
doctrine and practical demonstration of its effects, and shows the
falsity of the notion that sound creed contributes to unsoundness
of life.
In this fourteenth verse our attention is directed to
THE SUPERLATIVE GIFT.
He gave Himself for us. The greatest gift of the Father's love is
the gift of His own dear Son, and the gift of Himself, as here expressed,
is the Son's great display of His marvellous love to His Church. He
loved the Church and gave Himself for it. "Greater love hath no
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends."
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He may be said to have given Himself in the Covenant of grace,
for His people were chosen in Him from before the foundation of
the world, and He and they ever stood identified in God's rich purposes
of grace.
He gave Himself in His incarnation when, in order to effect the
,gracious work spoken of in this verse, He humbled Himself; when
He took upon Himself the nature of the seed of Abraham; when He
was found in fashion as a man-a man of sorrows-and gave Himself
up unreservedly to do the Father's will, magnify the law and make
it honourable, and weave the robe of righteousness for His people.
But our thoughts are directed more particularly to the consummating act of His obedience, for He was obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross; that surpassing expression of His love, the
,solemn, wondrous, tragic act at Calvary, when He gave His life a
ransom for many.
How full of meaning is this brief sentence. Oh, the bliss when
'One can change the plural into the singular, and say, " He loved ME
and gave Himself for ME." Every word is precious. He gaveHimself-for us. Think of the greatness of the gift. Though poor
amongst men, yet He had given many priceless gifts to others during
His brief sojourn here-sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, speech
to the dumb, healing to the sick, and life to the dead. But to procure
the emancipation of His people, something more was needed than
the exhibition of tender compassion combined with mighty power in
this way. Nothing less than the 'giving up of Himself would suffice,
:and from this He did not shrink. It was a matchless gift, for there
was none upon earth or in heaven to compare with Him. He was
led as a lamb to the slaughter. He gave Himself to all the bitterness
:and shame and anguish, and He said, " If the cup may not pass except
I drink it, Thy will be done." No other shared this work with Him.
lIe trod the winepress alone.
He gave Himself. There was no compulsion, save the compulsion
'of love. "I lay down My life of Myself," He says; "no man taketh
it from Me: I have power to lay it down, and power to take it again,
this commandment have I received of My Father.",
He gave Himself for us. On our account, instead of us. He made
the indebtedness of His people His own. The debt must be discharged; the penalty must be borne, by them, or by their Surety,
but not by both. That they might go free, HE endured the penalty;
He paid the price, and, as He has done this, not one for whom that
price was paid can be required again to discharge the debt, for:
"Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."
We are next reminded of

•

THE SUBLIME PURPOSE.

That He might redeem us from all iniquity.

The giving of Himself
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was the price paid for our redemption. There was nothing indefinite
or speculative in what the dear Redeemer did. He Himself said,
" The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give His life a ransom for many." The idea in connection
with ransom is of something very definite. The price is definite, the
subject in whose behalf the price is paid is definite, and the object
for which the ransom is paid is definite.
.. Our Surety knows for whom He stood,
ADd gave His life a sacrifice."
The payment was made in full, for He gave Himself to redeem us from
all iniquity.
"My sinl!, oh the bliss of the glorious thought,
My sins, not in part, but the whole,
Were nailed to the tree."
If the payment had not been made in full, then freedom could never
have been enjoyed, for we ha.ve nought to offer for the procuring
of our own discharge: He answered for the whole. But if the debt,
and all the debt, is discharged-if the ransom, and the ransom in
full, has been paid-then deliverance must necessarily follow, and
there can be no condemnation for them that are in Christ Jesus. He
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for
us. Such a redemption cannot but be particular.
Finally there is pointed out
THE SPECIAL END.

That He might sanctify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works. The intention of the great Deliverer was to have a
people who should show forth His praise. "But ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy natiop, a peculiar people; that
ye should show forth the praises of Him Who hath called you out
of darkness into His marvellous light."
Consider the designation here given to the Lord's redeemed onesa peculiar people. The revised ver~ion renders it " a people for His
own possession," i.e., a people specially and peculiarly His. In
Deut. xiv. 2 we read, " For thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy
God, and the Lord hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto
Himself above all the nations that are in the earth." In a very
special sense, then, they were the Lord's, and the thought the;e
expressed concerning Israel after the flesh is here used in relation to
believers in Christ. It has been observed that the word peculiar, by
which the thought is expressed in English, we derive directly through
the Latin, and the use of the term in the secular life of the Romans
will throw light on its meaning here in the spiritual sphere. The
system of slavery prevailed in the Roman Empire. The slave, when
he fell into slavery, lost all; he became the property of his master.
But if he served faithfully, law and custom permitted him to a.cquire
private property through his own skill and industry. A man might,
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for instance, hire himself from his owner, paying him so much a day.
He might then employ himself in art, or even in merchandise, and,
if successful, might soon accumulate a. considerable sum. Some
slaves in this manner purchased their own liberty and raised themselves to a high position. Now the savings of a slave, after satisfying
the demands of his master, were called his peculium. It may be
supposed to have been very dear to him and he cherished it accordingly.
The law protected him in his right to this property. From this a
conception and expression have been borrowed to show the kind of
ownership which the Lord is pleased to claim in His people. They
are His portion; He counts them His jewels, His peculiar treasure.
Then mark their separation. To sanctify unto Himself a peculiar
people, the Lord has set apart him that is godly for Himself. Having
been set free from the claims of the law, they are delivered from this
present evil world. Redeemed by blood, they are delivered by power
and brought into the enjoyment of the liberty purchased for them.
The call effectual reaches them: "Come out from among them and
be ye separate." Power is put forth, and they who by nature were
dead in trepasses and sins are quickened by the Holy Ghost. His
sheep hear His voice and they follow Him. They who are thus
separated are separated unto Himself, that they may show forth His
praise, live to His glory, and be found in His service.
Thus we are brought to notice their consecmtion. They do not
work in order to obtain life, but their godly activity is the expression
of life received. As Hart puts it :"The man that loves the Lord
Will mind whate'er He bidWill pay regard to all His word,
And do as Jesus did.
But words engender strife;
Behold the G08pel. planTrust in the Lord alone for life
And do the good you can."

But what are good works

~

Surely those that proceed from faith.

" Faith implanted from above
Will prove a fertile root,
Whence will spring a tree of love,
Producing precious fruit."

" This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm
constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful
to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto
men." These will be after the pattern left us by Him Who went
about doing good. "Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God."
The impulse prompting them is good, for "the love of Christ constraineth." Thus, through the Spirit fruit is brought forth unto God,
and by the good works of godly souls our heavenly Father is glorified.
Their walk, conversation, and service, is to be-not the rendering of
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a forced obedience, the obedience of a slave, an obedience grudgingly
given-but they are said to be zealous, warm, eager, energetic therein.
" Love should make their willing feet
In swift obedience move."
The truth of God received into the heart by the operation of the
Holy Spirit leads, not to carelessness of conduct, but to consistency
of life. "By their fruits ye shall know them." The peculiar people
are to be known by their practical godliness, and the regenerated man
prays ;"On Thee, oh God of purity,
I wait for hallowing grace;
None, without holiness, shall see
The glories of Thy face.
Lead me in all Thy righteous ways, ,
Nor suffer me to slide:
Make plain Thy path before my face,
My God, be Thou my guide.
Oh may I ne'er to evil yield,
Defended from above;
And kept and covered by the shield
Of Thy almighty love.
And even when I feel Thy grace,
And sin seems most subdued;
I'll wrap me in Thy righteousness,
And plunge into Thy blood."

"MY FATHER'S BUSINESS."
"THE Father Himself ;" our Lord Jesus Christ was-always interested
in" My Father" and" the Father." Notice how often the expressions
occur in the Gospel of the beloved disciple. His loving nature noted
the loving words of the loving Master. After the resurrection, Jesus
tenderly intimated to His disciples, "I ascend unto My Father and
your Father," linking Himself with them. Transcendent love united
the Father to the Son, the Son to the Father, the Holy Spirit to the
Father and the Son. Love that gave, for love delights in giving.
" God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son." "The
Father Himself loveth you." The Son" loved me and gave Himself
for me." "The Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us." Dear
reader, the covenant, Triune Jehovah, each Person Himself, is engaged
on thy behalf. One feels overawed and overwhelmed with the vastness
and tenderness of it all. May the Holy Spirit Himself teach us and
comfort us as we read and as we write these blessed verities, He " will
guide into all truth." He has promised.
Do observe the words of St. John xvi. 15, "All things that the
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Father hath are mine: therefore said I that He (the Holy Spirit,
see verses 13 and 14) shall take of mine and shall show it unto you."
They are truly wonderful words and display the unity in Trinity
exercised on our behalf.
See in the heart-prayer of the God-man which I have frequently
pointed out, how closely He identifies His people's union with Himself.
"That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in
Thee, that they also may be one in Us." These are depths beyond
our sounding. " Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God," and His exceeding great love! Our Father Who
is in heaven, and Christ our Brother, "for whosoever shall do the will
of My Father which is in heaven, the same is My brother." Our
Comforter, "the communion of the Holy Ghost," fellowship as friend
with friend. See Eph. iii. 14-17: "I bow my knees unto the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ (and note specially" of whom the whole family
in heaven and earth is named," how He links us with the dear ones
in Christ gone before) . . . strengthened with might by His Spirit
in the inner man: that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith,
"that ye, being rooted and grounded in love," rooted in the very soil
of love, "rooted and built up in Him," we read in another place.
Built up in Him as part of the building. How close the union! To
return to the word" grounded." It emphasizes the fact of being
firmly fixed, deeply in the ground; for if planted in shallow ground
or loose ground the plant will die. But we are grounded in loveHis love, the love of the covenant Three in one, firmly fixed, immovable,
established.
" On Christ, the solid Rock, we stand;
All other ground is sinking sand."
Sand is poor material to build upon or be rooted in.
Then the grand climax. "That ye may be filled with all the fulness
of God." What is the fulness of God ~ In what or whom does it
consist ~ We read in Col. i. 19: "It pleased the Father that in Him
(His dear Son, see verse 13) should all fulness dwell." And then we
read in Eph. i. 22, 23, " And gave Him (Christ, see verse 20) to be
the Head over all things to the Church which is His body, the fulness
of Him that filleth all in all." And we read in Eph. iv. 13: "Till
we all come in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ." "Christ is all, and in all," and" ye are complete,
filled, perfected in Him."
" It passeth knowledge that dear love of Thine,
My Saviour Jesus, yet this soul of mine
Would of Thy love, in all its breadth and length,
Its height and depth, its everlasting strength,
Know more and more."
Would that we were always dwelling upon this everlasting love. Life
would then be transformed even here. We have read of Christ lovers
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the most dingy and darkest and most painful earthly circumstances,
being so overcome with this love, which has been revealed to them,
that the very sadness and dreariness of all around has been transformed into a very heaven on earth. He knows how to uplift. "He
raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the
dunghill." Ah! it is not circumstances, however fair, that they who
are" born of the Spirit" rejoice in. It is Himself and His exceeding
great love as the Holy Spirit reveals it. Christ is all and in all. When
He was on earth His constant aim was to glorify His Father and to
accompusn 111S worK, Mnlling Ris "Fatner's will ana purpose. "My
Father's business" was His delight. "I am the true Vine, and My Father
is the husbandman." "Herein is My Father glorified that ye bear
much fruit." "My Father giveth you the true Bread." "I and My
Father are one."
" My Father's business." May this ever be the joy of our hidden
life in Ohrist, to be always in His blest employ, speaking of Him,
thinking of Him, and in constant communion with Him, Christ all
and in all. He is always the same, always. Even when clouds obscure
He is still just the same. "Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds."
It is very sweet to note His personal providential dealings and to see
the links of love holding together all the threads and working "all
things" for good. "Whoso is wise and .will observe these things,
even they shall understand the loving-kindness of the Lord." Many
apparently untoward circumstances surround the people of the Lord
sometimes, and we say, "Strange-sad-inexplicable." But the
sequel in the "afterward" is seen in the linking together of the
" strange" to work out the beautiful, of the" sad" to evolve the glad,
of the" inexplicable" to produce the clear and bright design.
Dear child of God,
" From strength to strength press onward,
The end-how!passing sweet."

In

His purchased people, bought with the precious blood of Christ, are
formed for His praise, and He knows !"hat He is doing. He sees the
end so "passing sweet," and "the love without measure or end"
has planned every step of the believer's path. "This is the way, walk
ye in it." "It matters to Him about you." Trials are not without
purpose. He would not have His dear child to step forward in the
mire. No, He leads you "round about" often, so that you step
along by His side on Hi$ love-prepared path, upheld by Himself.
" I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me, and heard
my cry. He brought me up also out of a horrible pit, out of the miry
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. And
He hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God:
many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the Lord." "Brought
out" that" many shall see . . . and shall trust in the Lord." "Comforted that we may be able to comfort." "The whole body filly
joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth,
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according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love."
"His joy fulfilled in 1./,8 who tread
That land His love hath given;
We followed where His footsteps led
And found ourselves in heaven.
" In Him we tread those radiant heights,
His endless joy our own;
The full deep tide of God's delights
He would not drink alone."
NETTlE.

THE TWO TESTAMENTS.
IT is a striking verse-Deut. xxxii. 8-which reads thus: "When
the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when He
separated the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the people according
to the number of the children of Israel." As if even when He set
the world going-when He scattered the people at Babel-all things
were for the elect's sakes. Ammon and Amalek, Moab, the Philistines
also, with the children of Lot, must be exalted or degraded-must
come and go, to help or to hinder His Israel as the Lord appointed. It
feels even at this day as if Horeb belongs to Moses and to Elijah,
the cave Adullam to David, the rock Rimmon to the Benjamites,
Bozez and Seneh to Jonathan and his armour-bearer, and the dens
and caves of the earth to the hunted saints of God. The springs of'
Pisgah, the mountains of Gilboa, the brooks of Arnon, the wells and
the water-courses, and the outgoings to the seashore, the valleys and
the trees of the wood, were made by Him Who loved the people
and ordered "long before" all their inheritances. And at last He
came by Whom all things were made, and Whose hand as one of
our own poets has said, "smoothed the slopes of Calvary." At His
last Passover supper, He took the cup (one of the Passover cups) and
said, "Take this and divide it among yourselves," He had taken
His share and part for the last time" until it be fulfilled in the kingdom
of God." It was the last cup of the Old Testament and He said,
"Divide it among yourselves-" share in what had been given to
God's people and done for them since the day when the God of
Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob had brought them out of Egypt,
the blood of the Pascal Lamb being their salvation. Behold the
things concerning Christ in Moses and all the prophets, the Brother
in Joseph, the Intercessor in Samuel, the dear kind husband in Boaz.
Divide among yourselves in all the histories, instruction, comfort,
hope, reproof, and guidance. Divide among yourselves the morning
and evening sacrifice and the report that the arm of the Lord has been
revealed and that the Messiah, and He only, is the desire of all nations.
Take that, and divide it amongst yourselves. He that gathers much
will have nothing over, and he that gathers little will not lack.
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And then, as we read in Luke, " Likewise also the cup after supper,"
He took, saying, " This cup is the New Testament in My blood which
is shed for you." What a command and invitation it was to partake
with Himself, the Son of God, and to have some fellowship in His
sufierings, to have sin removed for ever by His cross, to have the
Holy Spirit, to have life, love and joy through His perfect sacrificE',
to have a longing and a looking for a fuller and a happier feast yet,
when all shadows will be done away. The Lord said, " Drink ye all
of it," for it means the love of God which passes knowledge and the
peace of God which passes understanding.
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE RECENT SESSION OF THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION.
THE English Ohurchman in its issue of Sept. 20th last has the following excellent remarks on some utterances given at the recent meetings
of the British Association.
THE LIMITATIONS OF SCIENCE.
"The recent session of the British Association resembled its
predecessors in displaying the wonderful discoveries which scientific
men have made, and at the same time the limits by which their
advances are continually bounded. There was much that was
practical, too, in the contributions to knowledge that were supplied,
while a considerable amount of theory and speculation, as yet unproved, was brought forward. Moreover, confessions of limitation
were made; and seekers after fact or ttuth acknowledged that again
and again they were baffled by the unknown. They realized that a
vast region of possibility lies beyond the actual discoveries. For
example, Professor Evans, dealing with science and life, said: 'Lines
of separation previously held to be rigid will probably fade away,
and there will be found to be a continuity between matter and energy,
between living and non-living, between the conscious and unconscious.
But since philosophy cannot arrive at -an explanation of the nature
of human understanding, the great mystery of the origin, nature and
purpose of life will, I think, always remain to tease, stimulate, or
humiliate us.' So we see that after all the thought and all the investigations which have been spent upon the subject, life is still 'a great
mystery,' both in its origin and nature. It is such, of course, to
those who merely look to what are called natural causes, but those
who believe in Divine creation and preservation are not ignorant of
its source and are satisfied as to its meaning and purpose."
THEORY RUN WILD.
" We turn to another speaker at the meetings of the British Association for an instance of theory for which there was no real proof, and
which nevertheless was almost as dogmatically advanced as if it were
actual fact. Sir Richard Paget, addressing the Anthropological Section
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on the orIgm of human speech, said: 'Primitive man would sing,
grunt or roar to express his emotions just as animals did. He would
pantomime with his face and limbs to express his ideas to his fellows,
and as he pantomimed with his hands his tongue would follow suit.
But as he came to occupy his hands more and more in his crafts he
would have to rely more on gestures of his face, tongue and lips.
Then it would come about that the pantomimic action would be
recognized by sound as well as by sight, and speech was thus born.'
This explanation scarcely seems to have the merit of ingenuity; at
any rate, other animals besides man, though they have been able to
sing, grunt and roar for ages have never got the power of speech, nor
been able to reduce their inarticulate sounds to articulate language.
Moreover, the whole system is pure conjecture; there is no evidence
for it in ascertained phenomena. We have nothing to show that the
supposed concatenation of acts would result in the manner suggested.·
It is only a theory. and a clumsy theory at that, to attribute God's
gift to human exertions. Believers in the Divine revelation know
that man was originally created with the ability to use articulate
language, and by it to communicate with the Creator Himself. They
know, too, that man by his sin and pride brought about the confusion
of tongues which has so seriously marred the glory of the original
endowment."
HOW GOD HAS AGAIN PROVIDED FOR THE ORPHAN HOUSES
FOUNDED BY THE LATE GEORGE MULLER, AT BRISTOL.
THE following is taken from the Brief Narrative of Facts relating to
the above Orphan Houses for the year 1927-1928.
" Referring now to the gracious provision of God for our financial
needs, I would state that during the year our income on behalf of
the Orphans amounted to £39,396 3s. 6td., and our expenditure on the
same account totalled £39,398 lOs. 5td., surely a striking comparison!
Our total income for all objects of the Institution was £43,799 17s. lOd.
and the year closed with a balance in hand of £23,092 16s. std., to
the praise of the faithful God, Who ' is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think,' even in the mundane matter of pounds,
shillings and pence.
" The income of this year brings the amount received since 1 9 ,the
year of Mr. Miiller's death, till May 26th, 1928 (thirty years) to One
million, one hundred and nineteen thousand, one hundred and fifty-two
pounds, fifteen shillings, and elevenpence halfpenny (£1,119,152
15s. llid.), and the total amount received since the commencement
of the work in 1834 to Two millions) five hundred and seventy-six
thousand, three hundred and five pounds, fourteen shillings, and
fivepence (£2,576,305 14s. 5d.), and we would afresh state that no
donation has ever been asked for by us from any person, but our
appeals have been made to God alone. And still we press home the
reason for which this Institution was founded by the late George
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Mliller, namely, to prove that in the matters of our everyday bodily
requirements, as in spiritual necessities, God does answer prayer!
Think of the testimony of ninety-four years of this work; think of the
total receipts of £2,576,305 14s. 5d. and say, is the statement not
proved? Proved, it certainly is! Shall we all, therefore, seek to
glorify our loving God by a more simple, confident trust in Him in
regard to all the affairs of our individual lives? "
THE SIN OF COMPROMISE.
By THE LATE C. H. SPURGEON.
SPEAK the truth and stand to it, profess the faith which is revealed
in the Scriptures, and neither by word of mouth, nor by act, nor by
association, nor even in thought, contradict the eternal verities of
God. We have had too much of concession in order to win a hollow
peace from philosophic Rationalists on the one hand, and superstitious Romanizers on the other. The thing will not work, and if
it would, it is wrong, and ought not to be attempted. Who gave
us the right to yield an atom of truth? Are the doctrines of God's
word yours or mine to do as we like with, to give up this and modify
that? Nay, verily: we are put in trust with the Gospel, and it is
at our peril that we dream of compromising the least of its teachings.
A straightforward, decided line of testimony is the best, is most
consistent with true charity, and in the end will most promote peace.
The trimming, hesitating policy of many, reminds us of Luther's
words to Erasmus: "You desire to walk upon eggs without crushing
them, and among glasses without breaking them."
'This is a difficult game to play at, and one which is more suitable
for a clown at a theatre than a servant of Christ. When you are
attempting compromise, you have to look around you and move
as cautiously as a tight-rope dancer, for fear of offending on one side
or the other. A little too much this way or that and over you go.
No true-hearted man will ever bear such wretched constrant for any
length of time, or indeed at all. Think of being able to go no further
than the aforementioned timorous, time-serving Erasmus, who said,
"I will not be unfaithful to the cause of Christ; at least, so faT as
the age will pe1'mit me." Out upon such cowardice: life is too dear
when bought at such a price.-The Bible and The NewspapeT, pp. 77-79.
THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:£ s. d.
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REMEMBER.
of my young readers will have heard the old lines:
" Please to remember
The fifth of November
Gunpowder treason and plot."

And we do indeed need to remember with gratitude to Almighty
God the 5th of Nevember, 1603, when He delivered our nation from
terrible peril. You have no doubt read of the Popish plot to blow
up the Houses of Parliament with gunpowder, when the King and
Parliament were assembled. The preparations were all fully made,
and it only remained for the light to be applied, when the Lord interfered, and the whole plot was discovered.
In the Bible you will find the word remember used many times.
Just look at its use in one book-the book of Deuteronomy. The
children of Israel were about to enter the promised land, and Moses
pressed upon them the importance of remembering certain things.
They were to remember past sins. We find Moses saying in chapter
ix. 7: "Remember, and forget not, how thou provokedst the Lord
thy God to wrath in the wilderness." Here we are taught that the
Lord would have us remember how we have sinned against Him in
the past, that we may by His grace walk "in newness of life."
Knowing how we have failed before should lead us to be watchful
and prayerful, and to walk humbly before God.
They were to remember past slavery, and how the Lord had redeemed
them by His almighty power. So all who have been redeemed by
the precious blood of Christ must remember that the Lord "hath
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us
into the kingdom of His dear Son; in Whom we have redemption
through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins" (Col. i. 13, 14).
It is very interesting to notice that the Lord wished the children
of Israel to keep the Sabbath day to help them to remember His
redeeming love. In Deut. x. 15, we read: " And remember that thou
wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God
brought thee out thence through a mighty hand . . . therefore the
Lord thy God commanded thee to keep the Sabbath day." I hope
that all my young readers realize that the Lord's day must be specially
set apart for worship and rest from the ordinary duties of life, as far as
possible. The people were also taught that the feast of the Passover
had to be kept to help them to remember. We read: "That thou
mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of
Egypt all the days of thy life" (xvi. 3).
You will find the word remember used to remind them of God's
power (vii. 17, 18) and to teach them to show kindness to the widow
and fatherless (xv. 11-15). They were to remember all the way that
God had led them (viii. 2), and to remember Who gave them power to
get wealth (viii. 18). May we too remember the Lord.
E. A. H.
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In .flllemoriam.
THE LATE MRS. ALEXANDER, OF BIRKENHEAD.
(Communicated.)
EARLY on Tuesday morning, Sept. 25th, our beloved mother, the wife
of the late" G. A.," of Birkenhead, fell asleep in Jesus, in her eightyfifth year. For fifty-three years she was our dear father's companion
and helpmeet, the close sharer of all his joys and sorrows; to cheer
and encourage him when cast down and in perplexity: for she was
naturally cheerful and hopeful, and by grace strong in faith, steadfast
and unmovable. She heard the voice of the Good Shepherd early in
life, and looked back in her latest days to the time when she first
" came" to Him, and found rest to her young soul. All her after life
it has been, "to Whom coming."
Any account of my dear mother would be lacking which omitted to
mention two particular occasions when the word of the Lord came to
her. The first was when she was about to become a mother, and,
overcome by the thought, she sought the Lord. While on her knees
the words of 2 Samuel vii. 18, 19, were spoken to her heart; but
fearing, she asked that if the Lord had indeed said it, she might open
on the passage. The Lord graciously confirmed it. She opened the
Bible and read these words: "Who am I, 0 Lord God, and what is
my house, that Thou hast brought me hitherto ~ And this was yet a
small thing in Thy sight, 0 Lord God; but Thou hast also spoken of
Thy servant's house for a great while to come." The Lord's gracious
dealings with each of her family she always looked upon as the fulfilment of this promise. Recalling it for the last time on the Wednesday
before her death, she added, " Look for its fulfilment still."
The other was at the birth of her youngest child, when she was weak
and low, and doubtful of recovery. Cowper's lines came soothingly:
Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace,"
and after that the Lord Himself came \vith the promise, " I will surely
do thee good," and she was restored. For some time she held this
" like a blank cheque," but a few years later circumstances arose under
which she could go to the Lord and say, " Thou saillst, ' I will surely
do thee good.' This is the good I want, that they may see that it is
Thy hand and that Thou, Lord, hast done it"; and immediately the
answer came, "Blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a
performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.
Encourage him." This greatly strengthened my father in the trial
through which they were passing.
In her widowhood the Lord has been very gracious to my dear
mother, endearing Himself and His Word, as He said, "I will not
leave you comfortless: I will come to you." Often, at one time
almost daily, when the mornings were sufficiently light, she had some
11

494

The Gospel Magazine

precious portion to point out when I went to her early; for she had
been reading in her blessed Bible for an hour or more, and the diligent
soul was made fat. Of other books, Owen on The Glory of Christ
became her favourite, as it had been with my father.
Her health failed considerably in the summer of last year, and a
bad heart attack last October was the precursor of her last illness.
With varying strength she came through the winter. On the 18th of
March she was at Park Grove Chapel morning and evening for the last
time. In April her heart was in a -precarious condition, and she was
not downstairs after the 15th of that month. During the first part
of her illness the sleepless nights which were now appointed for her
were hallowed by much communion and fellowship with Christ in
Gethsemane, and she often repeated, '" And being in an agony' ;
, Father, if it be possible' ; '0 Thou blessed Lamb of God! A Man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief.''' This was her theme during the
day too, and how beautiful her smile was as she said, " The Lord is
here, and I'm in heaven."
But shortly she came into a very dark valley, and mental confusion
accompanied her spiritual distress, which was very trying for us all.
One could but think what a fearful thing it was for the Lord to be
tempted forty days of the devil! There were gleams of light, and
constant ejaculatory prayers, but the battle was hot. One very
blessed break in the cloud was granted her on May 19th, when for half
an hour she held sacred communion with God. Beginning with a
longing cry to hear His voice and see His face, she poured forth
ascriptions and praises, her eyes fixed upwards, and with a heavenly
smile at times. "When shall I see Thee, 0 Thou blessed One? Shall
1 have beauty for ashes-the oil of joy, the garment of praise for the
spirit of heaviness? 0 Thou glorious Lord! None but Thyself.
Glory be to God for ever!" I could only look on and thank God. At
one time she turned to me and said, " Has He gone?" I said, " Have
you seen the Lord, mother?" She smiled and nodded, and began again
to praise Him. The rest of the day passed in sweet peace.
Gradually she improved, and in. the middle of June my sister, who
had been with us eight weeks, returned to Bristol. We saw much
tender mercy in the" suitableness of the nurse whom we had for the
next five weeks. Dear mother was herself again, and it was a great
privilege to be constantly with her, hear her earnest, living prayers,
and soothe and comfort her when fears came on in the night-for the
early hours were still trying, and she was very weary-longed to go,
but thought she was kept here to learn what a fearful and holy God
He is, what a terrible thing sin is, and how great is His salvation!
At the beginning of September her strength, which had increased
all August, again failed, and she went rapidly down, especially the
last fortnight. Wednesday, the 19th, was the last day she spoke at
any length, and then she would have liked us all to be there, evidently
feeling it might be for the last time. Nothing could have been more
peaceful than her remaining days. The Lord was" not far away," and
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on Monday evening we saw it would only be a few hours, and then our
Christiana would say, " I come, Lord, to be with Thee and bless Thee."
E. C. A.
Now she is satisfied.
[We would add to this touching account of a godly mother an expression
of our warm and tender sympathy to all the members of her family.EDITOR.]
THE LATE MR. J. G. NEWHALL, OF COMBERBACH HOUSE,
NORTHWICH.
WE regret to have to record the death of Mr. J. G. Newhall of Comberbach House, Northwich. He was called home on September 13th,
last. Although we never had the privilege of meeting him, we knew
from several letters received from him that he greatly valued the.
truths for which the GOSPEL MAGAZINE stands.
One of his sons writes, under date Sept. 21st, " I thought it might
interest you to tell you my father has been a life-long reader of your
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and consistently practised the Biblical truths, so
often published in your articles and those of your contributors.
" He died on the evening of the 13th instant, aged 84 years, but
was unconscious for some time before dissolution. He bore testimony
to Christ as his Saviour and Redeemer and to the wonderful mercies
llnd grace of God, and to the comfort derived from the Holy Spirit,
right up to the end of consciousness.
"He leaves a wife, aged 85 years, a family of twelve living, and
fourteen grandchildren. We many times discussed yourself and the
other contributors in 10Vll."
We may well conclude from this filial testimony that Mr. Newhall
was truly numbered amongst the Lord's redeemed ones, and that
though now absent from the body, he is present with the Lord.
To his aged widow and f!tmily we tender our warm Christian
sympathy.
MAN'S POSITION AS A SINNER.
"THAT man that doth not know the law doth not know in deed and in
truth that he is a sinner; and that man that doth not know he is a
sinner doth not know savingly that there is a Saviour. . . . If thou
wouldst, then, wash thy face clean, first take a glass to see where it is
dirty; that is, if thou wouldst indeed have thy sins washed away by
the blood of Christ, labour first to see them in the glass of the law, and
do not be afraid to see the besmeared condition, but look on every spot
thou hast; for he that looks on the foulness of his face by the halves
will wash by the h~lves; even so, he that looks on his sins by the halves
he will seek for Christ by the halves."-Bunyan, quoted in Archdeacon
Buckland's John Bunyan, pp. 101, 102.
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THE BISHOP'S POLICY CONCERNING THE REVISED
PRAYER BOOK.
By THE EDITOR.
THE following letter from our pen appeared in the English Churchman
for October 4th last :." The policy of the Bishops has now been made known in regard to
the action which they propose to take in reference to the revised
Prayer Book. After consulting the clergy and laity of their respective
dioceses, and on the assumption that their proposals will receive
the approval of the majority of the clergy and laity in the synods
and conferences which they propose to call, the Bishops propose to
sanction the new Prayer Book ior use in their dioceses.
c, The statement which they have issued calls for careful consideration
on the part of all who have successfully opposed the legalization of
the revised Prayer Book.
" 1. It is plain that the Bishops in their statement entirely ignore
the authority and teaching of the Word of God.
"In the controversy which arose about the revised Prayer Book it
was clearly demonstrated that the Word of God contains no warrant
for the doctrines suggested by the new consecration prayer, no warrant
for the reservation of the bread and wine used at the Lord's Supper, no
warrant for the use of Mass vestments, the eastward position, and
wafers, no warrant for prayers for the dead, no warrant for the doctrine
enshrined in the occasional prayers that ministers of the Church of
England are sacrificing priests, and no warrant for the doctrine that
the Lord's table is an altar set forth on p. 434 of the revised Prayer
Book.
" Moreover, it was also shown that the many concessions to Modernism
found in the new Book open the door for the toleration of doctrines
which are subversive of all the foundation truths of the Gospel.
"All this is ignored by the Bishops. In fact, their new statement
contains not a single reference to the Word of God.
"2. Secondly, it is plain that the Bishops entirely disregard the
feelings of decided Evangelical members of the Church of England.
" Largely through the prayers and work of godly Evangelicals, the
new Prayer Book was rejected by Parliament. The Bishops know
how keenly decided Evangelicals felt in regard to unscriptural doctrines
and practices sanctioned by the new Book. They know that some
were on the point of seceding if the proposals became law. All this,
however, goes for nothing. The Bishops are bent on placating the
disloyal sacerdotal and modernistic members of the Church of England.
Their policy is intended to please them. Evangelicals are of no
account. No consideration is to be given to them.
"3. It is plain that the Bishops intend to flout the authority of
Parliament.
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"The Bishops, as in duty bound, went to Parliament to obtain legal
sanction for their Prayer Book. Parliament twice over refused to
grant it. They threw it out. They deposited the Bishops' Book
outside the Statute Book of the realm.
"Now, the Bishops, wrongly claiming 'legal or administrative
discretion,' propose to legalize what is illegal. They propose to be
lawless themselves and to encourage others to follow their example.
"They frankly recognize 'that they are not without their share
of blame in the difficulties of recent years,' and yet they imagine that
they can 'restore peace' by deliberately setting aside the law of
the land.
"4. By the policy which the Bishops propose to adopt, they intend
to set aside their own promise at the time of their consecration.
" They were then asked, ' Are you ready, with all faithful diligence,
to banish and drive away all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary
to God's Word, and both privately and openly to call upon and
encourage others to the same?' They answered, ' I am ready, the
Lord being my helper.'
" Instead of banishing and driving away all erroneous and strange
doctrines contrary to God's Word, the Bishops, by their declared
policy, are encouraging the propagation of sacerdotal and modernistic
error, and they are even appealing to 'their fellow-Churchmen, both
clerical and lay, for loyal co-operation in this fresh endeavour to
restore peace to the Church,' by deliberately encouraging illegalities.
"5. Lastly, the Bishops, by the policy which they propose to
adopt, are placing decidedly Evangelical members of the Church of
England in a very difficult position. In fact, they are doing their
best to oust Evangelicalism from the Church of our martyred
Reformers.
" Take the question of Evangelical ordinands. The Bishops will
doubtless use the new Ordination Service containing the new question
to deacons. They will thus open the door wide for the admission of
Modernists to the Church of England. At the ordination services,
the service will in most instances· be conducted according to the
revised Prayer Book. Thus, Evangelical ordinands will be obliged,
if they go forward to ordination, to attend a service at which Mass
vestments, the Eastward position, and wafers are used, and at which
prayers for the dead will be offered, and the doctrine and sacrifice
of the Mass suggested. What decidedly Evangelical young man can
be ordained to the ministry of the Church of England under such
circumstances?
"Take the question of Confirmation. The new service suggests
that Confirmation is a sacrament. Many Evangelicals will be unable
to present candidates at a Confirmation. at which the new service is
used by the Bishop.
" Take the Marriage Service. The doctrine of Scripture as to the
duty of the wife towards her husband is omitted. Though Evangelicals
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are not obliged to use that service, they may be confronted with
persons who wish it to be used.
" Evangelicals attending the funeral of a friend will often be obliged
to hear prayers for the dead as a result of the policy of the Bishops.
" The whole tendency of the Bishops' illegal policy will be to squeeze
out decided Evangelicals from the Church of England.
"It follows that this policy should be earnestly and uncompromisingly resisted. Evangelicals should come out more and more
thoroughly from all association with Sacerdotalists and Modernists.
They should refuse to take candidates to Confirmation services at
which the new Book is used. They should cease to pay anything
to diocesan funds. They should consider whether it would not be
possible to get Evangelical candidates for the ministry ordained in
Ireland for work eventually in England.
"In every possible way they should make it clearly evident that
they will neither have part nor lot in the Bishops' declared policy
of tolerating and encouraging the errors of Romanism and Modernism."
In a statement issued by Sir W. Joynson Hicks, in reference to
the policy of the Bishops, and published in The Times of Oct. 6th,
the Home Secretary says:" I now find that the bishops have quite definitely said, ( We intend
to act upon the new Book as if it had been passed by Parliament.
We intend to authorize the new services, and-inferentially-the
new doctrines.' This is a very grave decision. I do not want to
use harsh words, but after all, the bishops are themselves members
of Parliament.
"They are dignitaries of a. State Church; they admit that the
Book of Common Prayer cannot be altered without the sanction of
Parliament; they suggest that their one desire is to restore law and
order in the Church; and now they turn round a.nd set a further
example of disregard of the law.
" Surely, they are the last people who should advise the community
that, if they cannot get what they want lega.lly, they may take it,
not only without the authority of Parliament, but in direct opposition
to its decision."
=======
PRIESTHOOD.
A

LECTURE BY REV. HUGH McNEILE, D.D., CANON OF CHESTER,
AT ST. JAMES'S HALL, PICCADILLY, LONDON, ON TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 12TH, 1867.

(Continued from page 458.)
You are aware that the point I have now reached has heen matter
of controversy in this country for the last 300 years. But it has
recently become a matter of more pressing urgency, because some of
our own clergy claim all that the priests of the Church of Rome have
ever claimed, and one of our own bishops-I am sorry to be obliged
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to say, but I must say it, because it is so-one of our own bishops
has publicly declared that the English clergy are justified in believing
that they have committed to them the same powers which the priests
of the Catholic Church, both in the East and in the West, have ever
claimed for their inheritance. This has made it a ma.tter of such
gravity as to demand interference-interference, if we are to be watchmen at all. This is one of the titles by which we are called in our
ordination-" watchmen." What is a watchman for? To sleep
while others sleep? To sleep while others wake? What is he good
for? He is to be awake when others sleep, and he is to cry out when
danger approaches, and make his voice heard. There is matter now
for interference-I say, if we are to be watchmen at all-interference
not by harsh language, not by calling opprobrious names without
argument, as we have been slanderously reported, and as some affirm
that we do. Where is the proof of it? I have been arguing for this
half hour, and hope I have not used a single word that can deserve
such a charge. And now, when I enter into the second branch of
the subject, and come to the controversial, I hope still to refrain
from saying a word that can be called personally disrespectful of my
brother clergymen. But I will not refrain from stating what I believe
to be truth concerning the fatal heresies which are creeping into our
Church.
I now approach the ground upon which such a claim to priesthood
as I have described is advanced by some of the clergy of the English
Church. They have a right, if we argue in this way against them,
and invite a large assemblage of our fellow-citizens to hear us-they
have a right that we should deal fairly with what they consider the
strength of their position. I have no wish whatever to deal partially
or wilfully to avoid anything that would make for their claim. I
cannot, indeed, make any large quotations from themselves. I would
consider that a waste of your time, but I will endeavour to avoid
any misrepresentation of what they have said.
The claim is grounded upon their interpretation of the language
of Holy Scripture in the first place. .:First, upon the language addressed
to St. Peter when our Lord said, " I will give unto thee the keys of
the kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth,
shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth,
shall be loosed in heaven "-words which He afterwards repeated
to all His apostles, "Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth, sha~l be
bound in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth, shall be
loosed in heaven." And once more upon the language which He
addressed to ten of the twelve disciples in the evening of the day that
He rose from the dead, when He said, " As My Father hath sent Me,
even so send I vou. And when He had said this, He breathed on
them, and said ~nto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose soever
sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; and whose soever sins ye
retain, they are retained."
These are solemn words; and if we refuse to receive the meaning
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attached to them by some of our brethren, we are bound, I think,
in all fairness to give what we ourselves consider the meaning-not
only to object, but, if we can, to instruct.
In the first place we observe that a parallel is here struck in ordinary
language between the Lord's own mission and the mission then and
there committed to His apostles. "As my Father hath sent Me,
even so send I you." In considering this parallel discrimination is
necessary, because, as you will soon perceive, it is not absolute-it
is not applicable in every point. The Father sent the Son to make
an atonement by His own blood for the sins of the world. It has
never been pretended on any side that the Son sent the apostles to
make an atonement by their blood for the sins of the world. Here
there is no parallel. Again, the Father sent the Son to take human
flesh, to carry it successfully and triumphantly through death to
glory, without seeing corruption. It has never been pretended that
the Son sent the apostles likewise to carry human flesh through death
triumphantly to glory. They died, and their sepulchres are with us
to this day. Here there is no parallel. But in some points there
must be a parallel, and an important one; and so there is. As the
Father sent the Son to speak in His name and with His authority,
so that whoever heard the Son heard Him, and whosoever believed
the Son believed Him, and whosoever despised the Son despised Himeven so the Son sent the apostles to speak in His name. So He said
to them-" He that heareth you heareth Me; and he that despiseth
you despiseth Me; and he that despiseth Me despiseth Him that
sent me."
Again, the Father sent the Son to work miracles, in attestation
of the truth of His word. He declared Himself to be the true
witness, testifying what He had seen; and in attestation of this
claim He appealed to His works. "The works which the Father
hath given Me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of
Me that the Father hath sent Me."
In like manner the Son sent the apostles, and commissioned them
to work miracles in attestation. of their mission-to heal the sick,
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead. "Freely ye have received, freely
give." And they did so. They went forth preaching everywhere,
the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs
following.
These are parallels. Thus, in the matter of making atonement
there is no parallel: and in the matter of speaking the truth infallibly there is a parallel. It remains to be examined, whether in the
matter of forgiving sins there is a parallel or not. It may be as
exclusively the Son's work as atonement was: or it may be as common to Him and His apostles as working miracles was. Which is
the truth? Which did Jesus mean when He said, ~'Whose soever
sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; and whose soever sins ye
retain, they are retained" ?
What is the meaning of these words? Two interpretations are
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given to them. They are taken either to mean an application to
the persons of men, conferring on the apostles judicial powers to
pardon or condemn; or to the characters of men in the light of God's
revealed truth, conferring upon the apostles infallible inspiration to
declare what description of men are pardoned, and what description of
men are condemned. I pray you to consider for a moment the first
interpretation of these words. Taken in the first sense they invest
the apostles with absolute authority to loose or bind, to pardon or
not to pardon, just as they pleased. There is no mention of the state
of mind of the person, no allusion to his faith, to his opinions, to his
character, or suffering. There is no restriction. The whole power
is left unconditionally in the hands of the apostles as if the Lord had
said to them, Go ye into the world; be ye judges for eternity between
man and man; whom you will, pardon; whom you will, condemn;
salvation and damnation are in your hands. You act as God. "Whose
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted; whose soever sins ye retain,
they are retained." Now this is no caricature. This is taking the
words as they are. Supposing this to be the literal meaning of the
words, without paraphrase, without having recourse to any evasion, this, I say, is no caricature of the claim started by those who
take this interpretation of the words. If it would not take me away
from my immediate subject I could give an illustration of this-that
the claim put forth by the head of the great apostasy is in strict
accordance with this view of the case. He has claimed authority
over men and nations, and claims to be head over all states and
kingdoms on the very plea that this is the meaning of these words.
Those who claim less than this, and yet maintain this interpretation
of the words, are obliged to in'troduce some paraphrase of modification. They do what they accuse us of doing. But we introduce no
modification, as you will see.
The second interpretation of the words is that the Lord Jesus
Christ gave to the apostles power and authority to state His truth
so infallibly that their statements, in their application to every man
upon earth, would be found in accordance with the decision of the
God of heaven; as if Jesus had said to them, Go forth among men,
teach My truth; you are in possession of the mind of God with
regard to the salvation of men; when you declare on earth what
description of men are pardoned, you are in strict accordance with
the mind of God in heaven; when you declare on earth what description of men are condemned, again you are in strict accordance with
the mind of God. You speak as God. It is in truth not you that
speak, but the Holy Ghost that speaketh by you. This is no caricature on the other side. This is precisely what was claimed for the
apostles-that they had plenary inspiration. They spoke as God.
I ask no paraphrase, but, taking this as the meaning of the words,
I claim its absolute application to the men to whom it was
addressed.
Now which of these is the true meaning of the words? This is
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the question to be tried, and how shall we try it 1 I propose to try
it on five different issues.
1. First, we inquire about the words themselves. Can we ascertain
in any way whether the Jews were in the habit, in our Saviour's
time, of using such words; if so, in what sense tbey used them 1
There is nothing in Holy Scripture to answer that; and therefore,
in examining it, we must rely upon fallible testimony. But in an
historical matter of this kind the testimony of man is ordinarily
sufficient where there is no assignable reason why he should deceive.
Now, it is on record that the Jews were in the habit of using such
words as those, and I quote a passage from Lightfoot, in the third
volume of his Commentary, where he says that binding and loosing
in their vulgar speech signified to prohibit and to permit, or to teach
what is prohibited or permitted, what lawful or unlawful:" Our wise men say that in Judah they did work on the Passover
eve till noon, but in Galilee not at all, and as for the night, the school
of Shammai bound it, that is, forbade to work in it, or taught that
it was unlawful; but the school of Hillel loosed it till sunrising, or
taught that it was lawful to work till sunrise.
"Rabbi Jochanan went from Tsipporis to Tiberias; he saith,
'Why brought ye to me this elder 1 for what I loose he binds, and
what I bind he looseth.'
" , The Scril:>es have bound leaven,' that is, they have prohibited
it. They have upon necessity loosed salutation on the Sabbath,
i.e., they have permitted it or taught that it was lawful.
"Nachum asked Rabbi Jochanan concerning a certain matter, to
whom he replied, 'Thou shalt neither bind nor loose.'
" Rabbi Chaiia said, ' Whatsoever I have bound to you elsewhere,
I will loose to you here.' 'The mouth that bindeth is the mouth
that looseth,' etc. Thousands of instances of this nature might be
produced, by all which it is clear that the Jews' use of the phrase
was of their doctors' or learned men's teaching what was lawful and
permitted, and what was unlawful and prohibited. Hence is that
definition of such men's office and work: 'A wise man, that judgeth
judgment, maketh unclean andmaketh clean '-' bindeth and looseth,'
that is, teacheth what is clean and unclean, what is permitted and
prohibited. And Maimonides, giving the relation of their ordaining
of elders, and to what several employments they were ordained, said
thus: 'A wise man that is fit to teach all the law, the consistory
hath power to ordain him, to judge, but not to teach, bound, and
loose; or power to teach, bound, and loose, but not to judge in
pecuniary matters; or power to both these, but not to judge in
matters of mulct, etc.' So that the ordination of one to that function
which was more properly ministerial, or to teach the people their
duty-as what was lawful, what not; what they were to do, what
not to do, was to such a purpose, or in such a tenour as this, ' Take
thou power to bind and loose, or to teach what is bound and loose,'
for they use both expressions.
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" By this vulgar and only sense of this phrase in the nation, the
meaning of Christ using it there to His disciples is easily understood;
namely, that He first doth instate them in a ministerial capacity to
teach, what bound and loose, what to be done and what noL"
In claiming this, then, as the meaning of the words, we are not
putting any unprecedented, or extravagant, or unnatural meaning
upon them; and we are avoiding a meaning so unnatural, and a
cons<>quent claim so extravagant, that except by the Papacy in the
plenitude of its arrogance, it has never been consistently acted on.
2. The next step in the inquiry is, can we ascertain what the
apostles themselves thought was the meaning of the words? Is
there anything in the mann~r in which they acted and spoke which
throws light upon their own opinion of the nature of their commission? Did they act and speak as men who felt themselves invested
with judicial power over the persons of their fellow-men, or did they
act and speak as men who felt that they had an infallible gift to
teach what was true to their fellow-men? Which would you say,
from a knowledge of the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles?
Which was their manner of treatment?
(1) Take the very first scene, when the Apostle Petcr had the
keys given to him to open the Gospel to the Jews. It was on the
day of Pentecost he preached the Word, multitudes were pricked
to the heart, and cried out, Mcn and brethren, what shall we do ?
What did he say? Did he address these sin-stricken creatures as
a man possessing power to forgive sin? There is no trace of it.
What did he do, then? He preached the Gospel-he proclaimed
the salvation by Jesus Christ. He said, "Repent, and be baptized,
everyone of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." And when he
used the other key, when by a vision from heaven he was directed
to the house of a Gentile, and found Comelius waiting for him, there
was a case for exercising the full functions of his office. Here was
the case of a sinner desiring to know the way of salvation according to
the will of God. What then did the apostle do? He did what we
allege the Lord desired him. He proclaimed the truth. He preached
Jesus, and said, " To Him give all the prophets witness that, through
His name, whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of
sins." Now I ask any fair inquirer, is there any trace on these two
occasions in the history of St. Peter-is there the slightest intimation
of his having felt that he possessed what is now claimed as priestly
power? He acted as if he possessed, what we claim from the words,
infallible inspiration to tell the truth. He acted like a man who felt
that. But if he felt that he had the other power, he strangely concealed it, and has left us no trace of it in his history. Some will say,
Do you forget Ananias ? is not that a trace? But what is it a trace
of? Look at it. Ananias sold his possessions, and kept back part
of the price, and laid down the other part as if it had been the whole,
at the apostle's feet. Peter saw through the cheat. Exercising
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that gift of the Holy Ghost, the discernment of spirits, he saw what
Ananias had done. And what did he do? He spoke to him. He
spoke the truth. He said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled thine
heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of
the land? Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God." Peter
did not strike Ananias down. It was the finger of God that struck
him down. All that Peter did was to speak. Here was no confession. Here was no refusal of absolution. Here was the detection
of a hypocrite, followed by the immediate judgment from the
Almighty.
Contrast this with Peter's conduct with reference to another part
of his commission. I told you that our Lord said to the apostles
when they were to go forth they were to heal the sick, to cleanse
the leper, to raise the dead, to work miracles. Well now, let us see
how they understand that part of the commission. Peter and John
found as they were going into the temple one afternoon a man that
was lame from his mother's womb. The man, who was forty years of
age, lay at the gate of the temple begging alms. When Peter and
John were going past him he begged an alms, and Peter looking
at him said, " Look on us." He looked, expecting to get something.
Then Peter said, "Silver and gold have I none, but what I have I
give unto thee." What I have! What had he? "In the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise and walk." The Power of wor1.'ing
miracles he had in him. He committed himself before all, for he
lifted the cripple by his hand, and immediately his feet and ankle
bones received strength, and he leaped and walked, and praised God.
Here then Peter acted as a man who knew he had the power to work
miracles, but he never acted as a man who knew that he had the
power to forgive sins.
(2) And now look at the case of St. Paul. When the words under
examination were addressed to the apostles, Paul was not an apostle.
At that time he was a persecutor. When he was changed from being
a persecutor, and made an apostle, he received his commission from
the same Divine source. Wall the commission given to St. Paul
identical in meaning with that which had been given to the other
apostles before, or was it diverse? If diverse, where is the unity
of the commission-where is the unity of the Church? If identical,
then we have in it the grand advantage of what may be called another
version, given by the Lord Himself, of the commission that He had
given to the apostles. If any of my reverend brethren who wholly
disagree with us on this great question should happen to be in this
meeting, I most earnestly and affectionately beg his attention, and
ask him to look at the commission given to St. Paul. Here it is :
Jesus said to him, "Rise, and stand upon thy feet, for I have
appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a
witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things
in which I will appear unto thee: delivering thee from the people,
and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, to open their
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eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and
inheritance amongst them which are sanctified by faith that is in
Me." And what interpretation did the apostle put upon these words ~
How did he proceed to fulfil his commission ~ He said, " Whereupon,
o King Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision:
but showed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and
throughout all the coasts of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that
they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance." Thus, in proclaiming the truth he was doing what he understood himself to be desired to do. He was rendering what he himself
considered obedience to the heavenly vision. Here is no mention of
Priesthood, no figurative language which can be misconstrued into
any meaning of Priesthood. Here is no mention of binding or loosing,
retaining or remitting. On the contrary, all here corresponds with
our interpretation of our Lord's words to the other apostles. St. Paul
was constituted a minister and a witness, but not a priest. If the
two commissions be not identical in meaning, St. Paul's was grievously
defective-yet he was not behind the chiefest of the apostles: if
they be identical, there is nothing of Priesthood in either.
(To be continued.)

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Committee are grateful for the practical sympathy of many
friends, by which they are enabled to continue to minister to the needs
of the Lord's aged saints who are in need.
A Sale of Work, which was very successful, was opened by Miss
Biddulph at Tunbridge Wells, on Sept. 11th, and her presence and
words were much appreciated. Brief meetings were held during the
day, when the claims of the Society were urged.
A very interesting meeting was held in the Schoolroom at St. Luke's
Church, Leamington, on Oct. 2nd, when the Rev. H. R. H. Hill presided,
and the Secretary spoke upon the origin, history and aims of the
Society.
The Annual Sermon at St. Mary Woolnoth Church was held on
Friday, Oct. 5th. For many years the Rector, the Rev. H. A. Raynes,
M.A., has allowed the service to be held in the Church, and this year
he also preached the Sermon on behalf of the Society, which was based
on the Song of Simeon, the points dealt with being (1) The Singer,
(2) The Song.
During November, meetings have been arranged as follows: Nov. 4th,
Service in Baptist Chapel, Staines Road, Hounslow; on the 19th, the
Anniversary of the Leicester Auxiliary-meetings, afternoon and
evening, in the Edward Wood Hall; and on the 20th a meeting at
Irthlingboro', Northants.
On Nov. 2nd, the Autumn Meeting of the Homsey Rise Home will
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be held. The Sale will commence at 3 o'clock, and in the evening the
Rev. Thomas Houghton will preach in the Chapel, God willing.
The Qua1·te1·ly Record for October contains many interesting items in
connection with the work of the Society, besides photos of the late
Mr. Banfield and Mrs. Howe.

--

iRebicl.US anll jl.oticcs of l5001\£'.
THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE PAPERS OF THE SOVEREIGN GRACE UNION.
Pp. 78. Price 6d. Postage 2d. (Sovereign Grace Union, The
Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This pamphlet contains the various papers read at the fourteenth
Annual Conference of the Sovereign Grace Union, held in May last,
at Grove Chapel, London.
The subject was Man: His Origin, Construction, Original State,
His Fall, His present Standing, and His future Destiny. Papers on
these subjects were read by Pro£. Cecil P. G. Wakeley, the Revs. W.
Walmsley, and R. H. Talbot, and by pastors J. Willoughby and
F. H. Wright. A paper was also sent in by the president, the Rev.
W. Sykes, who was unable to be present through failing health. His
presidential address is also printed. The Conference Sermon by
the Rev. W. Walmsley, and two other sermons bearing on the subject
of the conference by the Rev. R. H. Talbot, also appear. The whole
report contains much valuable matter of a doctrinal, practical, and
timely character.
We are sorry to learn that the president of the Union is obliged
to retire from active parochial work owing to the state of his health.
He has our warm Christian sympathy.
The preface by the Hon. Secretary states that the Oonference was
"the best attended of all the conferences that have been held."
We have received My POCKET ·COllIPANION-1929. It is published
by the Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard,
London, E.C.4. The price is 2~d. post free.

...
From The Lord's Day Observance Society, 18, Buckingham St.,
Strand, London, W.C.2. We have received HAPPY GREETINGS-1929.
Six copies post free for Is. 3d.
" I ALSO affirm that our ability to believe in Christ is given to us of
God. I moreover maintain that' the eyes of our understanding are
enlightened' of God that we might know 'what is the hope of
His calling.' And, finally, I testify that faith is a fruit of the Holy
Spirit."-Calvin.
.

