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THE LITTLE FLOCK AND THE KINGDOM.
" Fear not, little flOCk,. for it is your FATHER'S good pleasure to
give you the kingdom."-LuKE xii. 32.
HERE is a portion for the family. There is but one family of
GOD. Some of its members are in heaven, and some are on earth.
Taken together they constitute" the whole family in heaven and
earth" (Ephes. iii. 15). We cannot now minister to that part of
the family which has been translated to heaven, but we may be
instrumental in spreading a portion for the members of the family
still on earth to feed upon.
Such a portion is contained in the words of our LORD quoted
above. He is speaking to His disciples (verse 22). He reminds.
them that their heavenly FATHER knoweth that they have need
of food and raiment, and if He feeds the ravens and clothes the
lilies, will He not much more feed and clothe those who are members.
of His family? Moreover, not only will He supply their needs.
here, He has purposes of mercy towards them in regard to the
world to come. It is His good pleasure, the good pleasure of their
FATHER, to give them the kingdom.
This is their glorious prospect. Here is announced their predestined portion. The kingdom will be theirs. Nothing can
hinder the Divine purpose to bestow it on them. Fear not, therefore, little flock, you will eventually enjoy the eternal mercies.
which your FATHER has laid up for you.
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Three .things call for notice in the portion selected for our consideration. First, we have a beautiful description of GOD'S people.
They are" a little flock." ·Secondly, we have a blessed assurance
<concerning them: "It is your FATHER'S good pleasure to give
you the kingdom." Thirdly, we have an encouraging exhortation: "Fear not, little flock."
1'. First, let us think of the beautiful description given of GOD'S
people.
They are described as "a little flock." They are likened to a
llock of sheep. This figure is employed in the Old Testament as
-well as in the New. David realized that he was one of the Lord's
flock when he wrote, "The LORD is my Shepherd; 1 shall not
want." All GOD'S ancient people were regarded as His sheep.
()ne of their number wrote, " We are His people and the sheep
o()f His pasture." Another spoke of JEHOVAH as the" Shepherd
o()f Israel" Who led Joseph like a flock. (Psalms lxxx. 1; xcv. 7.)
The word '.' flock" suggests the unity of GOD'S people. There
.are many sheep but only "one flock." There are Jewish sheep
.and Gentile sheep, Old Testament sheep and New Testament
,sheep, but they all constitute one flock under one SHEPHERD. Our
.LORD refers to the sheep who lived in Old Testament times in
John x. 8, and He refers to Jewish and Gentile sheep in John
x. 16, and declares t.hat they constitute" one flock" (see Revised
Version of John x. 16).
A flock implies ownership and a shepherd, and the members
o()f the flock of which our LORD speaks are GOD'S property. They
.are" the flock of GOD" (1 Peter v. 2). They are JEHOVAH'S sheep.
They belong to Him. He has .chosen them to be His. But they
.are also CHRIST'S property. They are His by gift, and His by
-purchase. The FATHER gave them to CHRIST. Without ceasing
to be the FATHER'S they have become by gift the property of the
SON. He says, " ]vly sheep hear My voice . . . My FATHER which
gave them Me is greater than all . . . I and My FATHER are one"
(John x. 27-30).
They are also CHRIST'S by purchase. He has acquired them by
'paying a ransom for them. He redeemed them from the curse of
the law by being made a curse for them. Hence they are called
« the flock" and" the C,hurch of GOD, which He hath purchased
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with His own blood" (Acts xx. 28). CHRIST laid down His life
for the sheep.
This flock is marked off and separated from all others as the
LORD'S own peculiar people. All its members have a mark on
their ears and on their feet. They" hear His voice" and they
" follow" Him, i.e., they walk in His footsteps. They know not
the voice of strangers. He gives to them all eternal life. He laid
down His life as their SUBSTITUTE that He might righteously bestow
upon them the great blessing of eternal life. Death was their
wages, but GOD bestows upon them eternal life through JESUS
CHRIST our LORD.
ot only so, but the SHEPHERD takes care of the flock. "They
shall never perish," He says, "neither shall any man pluck them
out of My hand" (John x. 28). He really cares for the sheep, so
much so that He gave His life for them. The hireling, whose
own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the
sheep to be devoured. Not so the good and great SHEPHERD of
the sheep. He braves every peril, and by His mighty power He
keeps, protects, and cares for His sheep. "He shall feed Hi&
flock like a SHEPHERD; He shall gather the lambs with His arm,
and carry them in His bosom, and shall gently lead those that
are with young" (Isa. xl. 11).
Are you, dear readers, all of you, members of this little flock '?'
Can you say, "We are the people·of His pasture, and the sheep
of His hand" ~ Have you the marks of the sheep of CHRIST ~
Do your ears hearken to His voice speaking in His Word, and do
your feet walk in His footsteps ~ All the true members of thi&
little flock listen to the SHEPHERD and follow Him. They are
always associated with the SHEPHERD. They eat and drink under
His guidance. They say, "He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures: He leadeth me beside the still waters" (Ps. xxiii. 2).
The size of this flock is anoth.er point which calls for notice.
It is "a little flock." The sheep of CHRIST are few in number.
As compared with the multitudes who are not of CHRIST'S sheep,
His people are few in number. Our LORD has told us that many
there be which go into the broad way, that leadeth to destruction,
but few find the narrow way which leadeth unto life.
Evidently we are not to e::q>ect that CHRIST'S flock will be a.
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large one in comparison with the multitudes who are outside it.
All history bears out this truth. How few there were of GOD'S
people in Noah's time. In Lot's time there were not ten righteous
persons in the city of Sodom. Only seven thousand had not
bowed the knee to Baal out of the whole nation in Elijah's time.
Only three refused to fall down and worship the golden image
which Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had set up. Daniel
was the only one out of "all the presidents of the kingdom, the
governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the captains,"
who refused to give up daily prayer to GOD, when the others
arranged a decree that for thirty days no petition should be
presented to any god or man, save to Darius the king.
The people of GOD have always been in the minority. CHRIST'S
sheep have always been few in number. We know from experience
how true this is. How few there are with whom the godly can
converse on spiritual topics. How few out and out Christians
there are, even amongst a large number of professors. In large
towns and in villages a really bright, earnest, intelligent Christian
is the exception not the rule. The idea that the world will be
eventually converted has no warrant in Scripture. GOD is gathering out a people for His name, a remnant according to the election
of grace. We shall be grievously disappointed if we expect anything else. Yet the ultimate result will be a great multitude which
]l0 man can number, who will stand before the throne, washed
and made white in the blood of the LAMB.
2. Secondly, let us think 01 the blessed assurance given to the flock.
" It is your FATHER'S good pleasure to give you the kingdom."
That is the blessed assurance which the LORD JESUS gives to the
little flock. Besides being sheep they are children. They are not
only a flock, but a family, and, as a family, they have a FATHER
in heaven. Their FATHER is the LORD GOD almighty. He is One
Who "worketh all things after the counsel of His own will"
(Ephes. i. 11). He it is Who has purposed to give the little flock
a kingdom. It is His good pleasure that this blessing should be
theirs. Not because of any merit in them, but entirely because
of His good pleasure, will the blessing promised be theirs. This
promise is given by "the faithful and true Wr.rNEss," by One Who
always spake the truth. It can be fully relied on. The day is
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<coming when the FATHER according to His own good pleasure will
bestow upon the little flock the kingdom.
And what are we taught about this kingdom 1
It is a heavenly kingdom. The Apostle says, "The LORD shall
.deliver 'me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto His
heavenly kingdom" (2 Tim. iv. 18).
It is a prepared kingdom. When the LORD comes He will say
to His sheep, " Come, ye blessed of My FATHER, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world" (Matt. xxv. 34).
The sheep have been in His mind from the time when He laid the
foundation of the world. Their happy destiny was then fixed,
;and the heavenly kingdom was then prepared for them. The
LORD has loved the sheep with an everlasting love.
It is a promised kingdom. "Hath not GOD chosen the poor of
this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He hath
promised to them that love Him 1" (James ii. 5). He hath promised a kingdom through His SON, and He will certainly keep
His promise. Those who are rich in faith are heirs 01 this kingdom.
Those who have obtained precious faith in the righteousness of
oQur LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST shall inherit this kingdom.
It is an immovable and an everlasting kingdom. Other kingdoms
:shall totter and fall. This shall stand for ever. "An entrance
.shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom
<Of our LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST" (2 Peter i. 11). It is
CHRIST'S kingdom and His people shall reign with Him. It will
.endure for ever, for they receive "a kingdom which cannot be
1rWVed" (Heb. xii. 28). They shall" shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of their FATHER" (Matt. xiii. 43).
Would we know the class of persons who will enter this kingdom 1
They are the regenerated (John iii. 3, 5), the converted (Matt.
]l:viii. 3), and the justified (1 Cor. vi. 9-11; Matt. v. 20). All
-others shall be excluded. "No whoremonger, nor unclean person,
nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the
kingdom of CHRIST and of GOD." "The unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of GOD" (Ephes. v. 5; 1 Cor. vi. 9). Only
the sheep who hear CHRIST'S voice now, and who follow His foot.steps, shall hear His voice of welcome into the kingdom when He
comes again, and sits on the throne of His glory.
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Those who shall finally enter the heavenly kingdom must expect
to be despised and rejected of men now. Those who belong tQ<
the kingdom of darkness are antagonistic to those who belong to,
the kingdom of CHRIST and of GOD. It follows that" we must
through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of GOD" (Acts.
xiv. 22). Reigning with CHRIST must be preceded by suffering:
with Him (2 Tim. ii. 12).
3. Lastly, let us think 0/ the encouraging exhortation-" Fear not."
The LORD knows how prone His people are to be fearful. HenceHe frequently says to them, "Fear not." We must remember
that fear springs from unbelief, and therefore we must not condone.
fear or excuse ourselves for giving way to it. We all do get fearful
and anxious at times, and hence the LORD tenderly comes to us
with His" Fear nots."
There are three "fear nots" in this chapter, though the first
one is translated" Be not afraid."
"Be not afraid of (or fear not) them that kill the body, and
after that have no more that they can do." The LORD knew that
thousands of His people would be killed or put to death because
of their loyalty to Him, and He speaks encouragingly to such.
"Fear not them that kill the body." The persecutors of GOD'S
people may burn their bodies, but they cannot touch their souls.
They may excommunicate them from the professing Church on.
earth, but they cannot blot out their names in the LAMB'S.
book of life. They may shorten their lives on earth, but they
cannot exclude them from heaven.
Some measure of persecution is always the lot of GOD'S true.
people. Fidelity to GOD and His truth will shut them off from
earthly promotion and from many earthly honours. Their faithfulness to the doctrines of grace may even bring suffering from
GOD's-people who do not themselves see these truths in their fulness.
It is certain that if we do really and fully go forth unto CRRI T
without the camp, bearing His reproach, we shall be rejected not
only by the world, but by many Christians who are not prepared
to come fully out from the world. But the LORD says, "Fear
not." "Them that honour Me I will honour." He will stand by
His people who come out from the world, and are separate. The
LORD will never forget His people. Five sparrows are sold for
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two farthings, but not even one of them is forgotten before GOD.
How much less will He forget His people. The very hairs of
their head all are numbered. He has taken the trouble, so to speak,
to count them. "Fear not, therefore, ye are of more value than
many sparrows" (Luke xii. 4, 6, 7).
If we confess CHRIST before men He will confess us before the
angels of GOD. Take no anxious· thought, therefore, about meat
to eat, or raiment to put on. "Your FATHER knoweth that ye
have need of these things." He knows how many children you.
have to clothe and feed. He knows the rates you have to pay,
and the many expenses of a large hou.sehold, and He cannot know
of your need without supplying it. "All these things shall be
added unto you." Fear not, then. Trust your GOD in respect of
all your needs. He will give grace and glory, and no good thing
will He withhold from them that walk uprightly.
" Fear not," He says, "for I have redeemed thee, I have called
thee by thy name; thou art Mine." " Fear thou not; for I am
with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy GOD: I will strengthen
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right
hand of My righteousness." (Isa. xli. 10; xliii. 1.)
" Fear not, little flock; for it is your FATHER'S good pleasure
to give you the kingdom."
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Fe1·ry, King's Lynn.

BAPTISMAL REGENERATION.
THE doctrine of baptismal regeneration, that is, the doctrine that
inward spiritual renovation always attends baptism rightly administered
to the unresisting, and that regeneration is never effected without it,
is contrary to Scripture, subversive of evangelical religion, and opposed
to universal experience. It is, moreover, utterly irreconcilable with
the doctrine of the Reformed Churches. For that doctrine teaches
that all the regenerated are saved: "Whom God calls, them He also
glorifies" (Rom. viii. 30). It is, however, plain from Scripture, and
in accordance with the faith of the Universal Church, that multitudes
of the baptized perish. The baptized, therefore, as such, are not
regenerated.-Dr. Charles Hodge on Ephesians v. 26, 27.
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REFLECTIONS ON A VISIT TO EDINBURGH.
"Call to remembrance the former daYS."-HEBREWS x. 32.

DEPARTING somewhat from our usual course in writing the" Wayside Notes" article, we propose to draw the attention of our
readers to a recent visit to the Scottish capital. Strange as it may
seem to our readers, we had never before set foot in Edinburgh.
The way opened, however, in the providence of God, for us to
spend a fortnight in that beautiful city, during the latter half of
August. The long journey thither was partly occupied in correcting proofs for the September issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The
latter half of the journey was specially interesting for the sight
it afforded of Durham and Newcastle, and for the beautiful views
of the North Sea obtainable from the L. & N.E. Railway, as we
speeded along in the "Flying Scotsman." Feelings of peculiar
pleasure came over us as we realized that for the first time in our
lives we found ourselves in Scotland.
We were much impressed with the beauty of Edinburgh. The
guide describes that city as "the most picturesque and beautiful
city of the United Kingdom." "No other place in Britain, save
London, can boast of greater historical interest or more intimate
association with important events and famous personages." "The
long, ridgy line of the Old Town starting from the lofty Castle
rock; the towers and spires; the Calton Hill, with its monuments
and Parthenon-like' National Memorial'; the New Town's broad,
regular streets, with churches, colUIUlls, statues, and lofty domes;
the leonine-like outline of Arthur's Seat, with the natural embattlements of Salisbury Crags-all go to make :up a picture of almost
unrivalled variety and beauty."
Of the streets of Edinburgh, Princes Street, which is slightly
under a mile in length, is "admitted to be without a rival in
Europe."
There is very much to be seen in Edinburgh of great historical
interest. In the Castle is shown the room in which the Argylls,
father and son, Marquis and Earl, were imprisoned, and afterwards
executed "owing to their staunch adherence to the Covenant.",
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Here, too, is Queen Mary's bedroom in which on June 19,
1566, J ames the Sixth of Scotland and First of England, was
born. Magnificent views of the city are obtained from the Castle
hill.
In Holyrood Palace we see Queen Mary's bedroom, dressingroom and supper room. We are also shown Lord Darnley's
apartments.
JOHN KNOX.

What interested us most, however, were the things we saw
which were associated with John Knox, the great, fearless, and
faithful reformer. Born in 1505, he died in 1572, and thus he
lived in the reigns of Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary, and part
of the reign of Queen Elizabeth.
He was forty years of age when he first publicly professed the
protestant faith, having been previously ordained a priest in the
Romish Church. The immediate instrument of his conversion was
George Wishar~, who died as a martyr for the truth at the hands
of Cardinal Beaton.
Knox's first call to the protestant ministry took place at St.
Andrews. The Castle of St. Andrews was, however, captured by
the French in July, 1547; and Knox was for nineteen months kept
by them in the French galleys as a galley-slave. In reference to
the terrible sufferings he endured during that time, he said in a
sermon in 1569, "How long I continued prisoner, what torments
I sustained in the galleys, and what were the sobs of my heart,
is now no time to recite."
Released as is supposed by the mediation of Edward VI, in
1549, he devoted himself to ministerial labours in connection with
the Reformed Church for a period of ten years, five of which were
spent in England. On conscientious grounds he refused the
Bishopric of Rochester, offered him by King Edward. Later he
fled to the Continent and laboured at Frankfort and Geneva. He
left Geneva in January, 1559, and ever afterwards became the
outstanding minister of the Reformed faith in Scotland.
In 1560 he was appointed minister of the Church of St. Giles,
then the great parish church of Edinburgh. In the Diary of
J ames Melville, he is described in the year 1571 as "that most
notable prophet and apostle of our nation, Mr. John Knox." At
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that time his servants lifted him up into the pulpit of St. Andrews'
Parish Church on which he was obliged to lean at first through
weakness, but ere " he had done with his sermon, he was so active
and vigorous that he was like to ding that pulpit in blades and
fly out of it."
In the account of Knox's last illness and death, given by his
servant, Richard Ballantyne, we read, " Of this manner departed
this man of God, the lycht (light) of Scotland, the comfort of the
Kirke (Church) within the same, the mirror of godliness, and
patron and example to all true ministers, in purity of life, soundness in doctrine, and in boldness in reproving of wickedness, and
one that cared not the favour of men (how great soever they
were) to reprove their abuses and sins. . . . What dexterity in
teaching, boldness in reproving, and hatred of wickedness was in
him, my ignorant dulness is not able to declare."
At his grave in the Churchyard of St. Giles, in the presence of
an immense concourse, the Earl of Morton, the Regent of Scotland,
who had followed him to his last resting place said, "Here lyeth
a man who in his life never feared the face of man, who hath been
often threatened with dagge and dagger, but yet hath ended his
days in peace and honour" (Shaff-Hertzog Encycloped~a of Religious
Knowledge).

The great influence of Knox in Scotland is strikingly attested in
a letter by Sir Thomas Randolph, Elizabeth's Ambassador in
Scotland, written to Cecil. He says of Knox, " Where your honour
exhortethe us to stowteness, I assure you the voyce of one man
is. hable in one hower to put more lyfe in us than five hundred
trompettes contynually blusteringe in our eares."
His courage in face of Queen Mary is seen in the following
question and answer: '" What have ye to do,' said scbe, 'with
my mariage ~ Or what are ye within this Commonwealth '!' 'A
subiect borne within the same,' said he, 'Madam. And albeit I
neather be Erle, Lord, nor Barroun within it, yitt hes God maid
me (how abject that ever I be in your eyes) a profitable member,
within the same.''' " Modern democracy came into being in that
answer," says Dr. Thomas M. Lindsay. (Lindsay's History of the
Reformation, Vol. Il, pp. 313, 314.)
It was deeply interesting to us to see the house in which such
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a man lived, and the pulpit from which he preached in St. Giles's
Cathedral. This latter is shown in the Scottish National Museum
of Antiquities.
We also saw in Parliament Square the place where John Knox
was buried. The only memorial of the fact is a small metal plate
inserted in the roadway, on which is inscribed" J. K. 1572."
J ANET GEDDES.
Another item of deep interest is a brass plate in St. Giles's
Cathedral on which the following words are inscribed: "Constant
oral tradition affirms that near this spot a brave Scottish woman,
.Janet Geddes, on the 23rd July, 1637, struck the first blow in the
great struggle for freedom of conscience, which after a conflict of
balf a century ended in the establishment of civil and religious
liberty."
The Shafj-Hertzog Encyclopedia says in reference to Janet Geddes :
«When it was proposed, in the reign of Charles I, by advice of
Archbishop Laud, to introduce the English Liturgy into Scotland,
it raised a storm of indignation. The Dean of Edinburgh, how~ver, made the experiment in the Cathedral Church of St. Giles,
Sunday, July 23rd, 1637, in the presence of the Privy Council
.and the city magistrates." It was then that Janet Geddes hurled
the stool on which she had been sitting at the dean's head. "This
was the signal for a riot in and about the Cathedral. The people
,shouted through the streets, 'A pope, a pope! Antichrist! the
sword of the Lord and of Gideon !' the ultimate result of which
was, because it was an outburst of popular feeling by no means
confined to Edinburgh, the withdrawal of the Liturgy."
One prominent writer says: "The stool which was on that
occasion flung at the head of the Dean of Edinburgh extinguished
the English Liturgy entirely in Scotland for the seventeenth
century, to a great extent even till the nineteenth, and gave to
the civil war in England an impulse which only ended in the overthrow of the Church and Monarchy."
The stool which Janet Geddes used is now on view in a glass
case in the Scottish National Museum of Antiquities, Queen Street,
:Edinburgh.
Though we do not suggest that such carnal weapons can rightly
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be used to prevent wrong-doing, yet we cannot but admire the
courageous spirit of opposition to an infringement of rights and
liberties which lay behind the brave act of this Scottish heroine.
GREYFRIARS' CHURCHYARD.

In this Churchyard many eminent men are buried, among them
being Dr. Thomas McCrie, the biographer of John Knox.
The Martyrs' Monument in the north-east angle of the Churchyard is specially interesting. This is intended to commemorate
about 18,000 covenanters who were banished or put to death in
the reigns of Charles nand James n. The persecution of these
brave men is described as " in many cases most harrowing."
One part of the Greyfriars' Churchyard is entered by a gate
bearing the inscription:
"COVENANTERS' PRISON."
"Here, in June, 1679, about 1,200 Covenanters, taken at
Bothwell Bridge, were confined five months, unhoused, and almost
unfed."
Professor W. G. Blaikie says of the covenanters in general: "It
is very certain that between 1580 and 1688 the friends and upholders
of the Covenants embraced nearly all of the most learned, devout,
and earnest ministers of the Church, and many laymen in high
position. The real lovers of the Gospel were covenanters, and
the revivals of earnest religion were associated with them. The
rugged character of the times, the general want of a tolerant spirit,
and the absence of suitable leaders, may have led to excesses,
and caused some degeneracy in the movement in its later stages.
But the stand for freedom, civil and religious, made by the covenanters, was of the noblest character, and conferred incalculable
benefit on both Church and State. Had they been crushed, ecclesiastical liberty would have almost perished within the Reformed
Churches of Europe" (article on Covenanters in ShafJ-Hertzog'
Encyclopedia).
The GREYFRIARS' CHURCH is itself of special interest.
'What came to be called" The National Covenant" was drawn up
at the request of King James VI of Scotland, by his Chaplain,
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John Craig, in 1580. "Its object was to maintain the reformed
religion and the king's majesty, in opposition to the machinations.
of Romanism. . . . In 1638, when prelacy was overthrown, thecovenant was again renewed, with a bond binding the subscribers
, to adhere to and defend the true religion, and forbear the practiceof all innovations already introduced into the worship of God;
and to labour by all means lawful to recover the purity and liberty
of the Gospel as it was professed and established before the aforesaid innovations.' It was subscribed by barons, nobles, gentlemen, burgesses, ministers, and commons, a memorable scene occurring at its subscription in Greyfriars' Churchyard, Edinburgh, where'
it was first publicly read and signed" (Professor W. G. Blaikie.
article on the Covenanters in Shaff-Hertzog Encyclopedia).
A guide to Edinburgh says: "The evidence goes to show that
the ' signing' was all done inside the Church."
We would now make a few reflections as the result in part of
our visit to Edinburgh.
1. First we would say that things seem to have changed for the'
worse since the time of that fearless and faithful Reforrner, John Knox.
Degeneration seems to be setting in everyw'here and more or
less in all denominations.
Much is being made of the consummation of the union between.
the established Church of Scotland and the United Free Church.
There seems grave reason, however, to believe that the Presbyterians of Scotland for the most part no longer 'hold firmly those
great doctrines of grace set forth in the Westminster Confession of
Faith, and in the Larger and Shorter Catechisms. The higher
criticism is doing its deadly work amongst the Presbyterians as
well as amongst other denominations. This is true of the American.
as well as of the Scotch Presbyterians. The Princeton Seminary,.
famous for the sound theology of the two Hodges (Dr. Charles
Hodge and Dr. A. A. Hodge), has recently apparently gone overto Modernistic influences.
While in Edinburgh we went one week-day to St. Giles's Cathedral
-a Church connected with Presbyterianism, and famous for the
preaching of Scotland's great Reformer. We stayed to the short
afternoon service and were surprised that the prayers were read
from a book and that the organ played the Amens. This not far-
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from the very spot where Janet Geddes hurled her stool at the
Dean when he was reading a Liturgy which was being forced on
the Presbyterians of Scotland. Whatever may be said for or
against a Prayer Book we cannot justify a compulsory use of such
a book.
When we visited the Greyfriars' Church we found an elaborate
Prayer Book in the pews which apparently had been in use for
more than sixty years.
Another sign of degeneration was the desecration of the Lord's
Day. Scotland used to be a land noted for its strict observance
of the Lord's Day. Now in Edinburgh tram cars, 'buses and trains
run on the Lord's Day, and many professing Christians make use
of them.
We noted, too, that the Scottish Episcopal Church has a Prayer
:Book which allows the use of a consecration prayer very similar
in its language to that of the proposed new Prayer Book in connection with the Church of England. The very same features
which were objected to in the Prayer Book Controversy in England
are found in that prayer,.
2. Secondly, we would say that there is doubtless a remnant in
Edinburgh and in Scotland generally, according to the election of
grace.
In the year 1893 the Rev. Donald Macfarlane came out of the
Free Church of Scotland in consequence of the passing of the
Declaratory Act. That Act was intended to make it easier for
men of modernistic tendency to subscribe to the Westminster
Confession of Faith. As a result of Mr. Macfarlane's stand a
considerable number of faithful men and women have banded
themselves together and formed the Free Presbyterian Church of
Scotland. Their monthly Magazine, The Free Presbyterian Magazine, shows that they are true to the great doctrines of grace, and
they stand out against modern innovations. We attended their
Church in Gilmore Place in Edinburgh on one of the Sunday mornings when we were in that city. The regular minister "a away,
but a medical gentleman from Glasgow preached an excellent and
solid sermon.
It was the first time we had attended a Presbyterian Church
on the old lines. There was no instrument and no choir and the
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Psalms of David in metre were alone used for praise. We stood
for prayer and sat for praise. We could not help feeling thankful
that there was a remnant who thus stand out against the worldliness
()ften associated with the ornate and musical services now so
~ommon. The preaching of the Gospel is now often put in the
background, and made wholly subordinate to services which are of
:a fleshly, sensuous, and worldly character.
There is also much evil in connection with the use of hymns.
Large numbers of hymns are not true to the teaching of Scripture,
:and false doctrine is propagated perhaps as much by unsound
hymns as by unsound preaching. Anyhow, we feel that where
hymns are in use much prayerful care should be used in their
selection, lest error should be propagated by their means.
It is cheering to note that there is a Church of England Church
(St. Thomas) at the West End of Princes Street which is conducted
()n evangelical lines. The Rev. F. Cecil Lovely, for many years
secretary of the Trinitarian Bible Society, will (D.V.) have begun
his ministry at this Church when these lines appear in print, and
it is cheering to believe that the doctrines of grace will be sounded
forth from its pulpit through his instrumentality. No doubt there
are other cheering tokens both in Edinburgh and in Scotland
generally of the Lord's presence and power.
3. Finally, we would say what reason we have to hold in honour
such men a& John Knox and many others who stood faithfully for
the great truths of the Gospel in times of much darkness and superstition.
We need to "call to remembrance the former days" when God
raised up such men as Luther and Calvin on the Continent, and
John Knox in Scotland, and Crannier, Ridley, Latimer and Hooper
in England, to bear courageous and unflinching testimony to the
truth of God. And we need to pray that men of truth and courage
should be raised up in these days of departure from the glorious
truths of the Reformation.
"Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be
strong" (1 Cor. xvi. 13).
THE EDITOR

Whitington Viaarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).
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lltlgrtni 18apets.
WELLSPRINGS.
«

And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough~
and. looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God."-LuKE ix. 62.

THIS solemn word is associated in my mind with the first of many
subsequent sacred and happy visits to Peldon Rectory, Colchester~
in February, 1897. The Lord's dear servant, the Rev. D. L. Johnson,
preached from it, and although I cannot say I remember what he said
on that occasion, yet the savour of it after these thirty-two years
remains. Moreover, the impressions remain of how faithfully anli
solemnly he dealt with souls, and how lovingly and persuasively he
appealed to his hearers to search their hearts and try their ways. He
obeyed that high and holy command to preach the Word, and was.
content to go forth weeping with his seed-basket, leaving results with
the great Head of the Church. May the Holy Spirit enable us to
look into this word and bless it to our souls,whilst it causes us to
search our own hearts and try our ways. May the Lord keep us from
a wandering, backsliding heart or recover us if we have wandered
from Him.
In the Gospel narrative before us, we find that, owing to the great
multitudes following them, Jesus gives command to " depart unto the
other side." Amongst those who came to Him was one who said,
"Lord, ~ will follow Thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which
are at home at my house." Our Lord's answer was, "No man,
having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God."
As though He would have reminded him, count the cost; think
what following the despised and rejected of men means. Consider
what denying oneself and taking up the cross daily will bring to you
in suffering and dishonour. Can you indeed endure all this ~ The
pathway to the heavenly kingdom is "through much tribulation."
Can your hearts endure ~
I remember being told many years ago of a remark which found a
deep and, I trust; profitable lodging place in my heart. The late beloved
and saintly Rev. W. Rolleston, of Scraptoft, once took a young convert
to call on a neighbouring clergyman, an eminent and deeply-taught
ambassador of Jesus Christ. The young believer was introduced to.
the aged and well-tried saint, and with joy it was told how she was
one of Christ's lambs. But all her ardour left her for the time, whilst
in God's mercy an ineffaceable lesson was burnt into her as the aged
Rev. S. Adams took her by the hand and said solemnly, " He that
endureth to the end shall be saved." And dear" K. B." indeed learned
the value of this salutary warning as years went by and fears so often
overtook her, as they do all God's family,lest they should lose their
" first love."
.
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And so, in the language of our text, dear readers, here is a gracious
and timely warning to all of us. "No man, having' put his hand to
the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." Fit
is an adjective indicating well-situated or convenient, and its signification may suggest wholesome thoughts to the reader. It occurs also
in the fourteenth chapter of our -Gospel, and thirty-fifth verse, and
also in Heb. vi. 7, where it is rendered meet. And these three Scriptures
have reference to "the plough," "the salt of the earth," and the
" herbs, meet for them by whom they are dressed."
It is thus we learn that" without Me," as Jesus said, " ye can do
nothing," and only as abiding in Him are we blessed and prosper
spiritually and temporally. And how graciously and compassionately
did Jesus simplify and makeplaiiJ. His statements with all that
wonderful patience and forbearance. He taught them the same lesson
over and over again, such dull and slow and forgetful learners were
they. He draws a lesson here from the common scene around them
and to which their eyes were all familiar. A labourer with his plough,
just as in Old Testament language we read of "Elisba the son of
Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and
he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle
upon him," etc. (1 Kings xix. 19).
The man thus engaged has his hand upon the plough and his eyes
intently looking before him on the ground he is ploughing, seeing to
it that the furrows are well made and in orderly line, and that the
oxen are guided accordingly. And all this for the preparation of the'
soil, the breaking up of fallow ground for sowing the seed which under
the blessing of rain and sunshine from heaven shall bring forth" much
fruit."
In all this, our blessed Lord would teach His followers the far higher
and holy calling to the ministry of the everlasting Gospel.
To the one whom He had called to follow Him and from whom
He received the ready excuse, " Suffer me first to go and bury my
father," Jesus had given this solemn warning, "Let the dead bury
their dead, but go thou and preach the kingdom of God." To·
another who pleaded he would follow Him after first returning home
to bid farewell to all there, He used the words of our text as His searching reply, " No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking
back, is fit for the kingdom of God."
Let earthly things give place, and let heavenly things have first
place! " Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be added unto you." Oh! the things of eternity
are urgent, pre-eminent and all-important. Did not Christian in the
immortal allegory find it so 1 There was no more parleying and
hesitation, and likewise no more returning to the City of Destruction
when once he was taught to " Flee from the wrath to come," and to'
seek " Life! Life! Eternal Life."
We have, too, that solemn warning in our blessed Lord's own wordswith regard to His second coming, " In that day, he which shall be
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upon the housetop: and his stuff in the house, let him not come down
to take it away; and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return
back-Remember Lot's wife" (Luke xvii. 31, 32). Whilst as He also
preached those searching and hea.rt-probing truths that" no man can
(l()me unto Me, except it were given him of My Father," Jesus saw
with sorrow of heart many of His· hearers" go back and walk no more
with Him." This He made His gracious opportunity of drawing His
Qwn disciples nearer to His heart of love as He tenderly asked, " Will
ye also go away 1" or " Ye will not go away, will ye 1" as it may be
rendered, and which wrung from Peter, impetuous yet loving-hearted
.Peter, the reply, " Lord, to whom shall we go 1 Thou hast the words
()f eternal life."
And the disciple is not above his Master. All the faithful ministers
()f Jesus Christ have their disappointments.
" Ye did run well. Who doth hinder you 1" asked the Apostle
.Paul of his Galatian brethren, and he " marvelled that they were so
soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ, unto
.another gospel."
My dear readers, have we hada Christ-exalting, soul-profiting subject
before us 1 If so, to the Holy Spirit's power and blessing be all the
glory. May you and I be kept enduring unto the end. May we not
be weary in well-doing, knowing that" in due season we shall reap
jf we faint not." May we be kept" looking unto Jesus the Author
.and Finisher of our faith," and may we be kept walking very tenderly,
very humbly, very prayerfully with our God, Who alone is able to
" keep the feet of His saints," to " preserve them blameless and present
them faultless." Let us for our necessary humbling and edifying
instruction of soul, remember the rock from whence we were hewn
and the pit from whence we were digged, and remember how we have
been "delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the
kingdom of His dear Son." And may we in consideration of the
.mercy which bought and sought us, have no other desire than to
"run with patience the race set before us, looking unto Jesus the
.Author and Finisher of our faith." May we also be kept" looking
-for that blessed hope and the. glorious appearing of th~ great God
.and our Saviour Jesus Christ."
" Faint not, Christian! though the road
Leading to thy blest abode
Darksome be, and dangerous tooChrist, thy Guide, will bring thee through.
Faint not, Christian! though the world
Hath its hostile flag unfurl'd;
Hold the Cross of Jesus fast,
Thou shalt overcome at last.
Faint not, Christian 1 though in rage
Satan would thy soul engage;
Gird on faith's anointed shield,
Bear it on the battlefield.
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Faint not, Christil1'D I though within
There's a heart so prone to sin;
Christ, the Lord, is over all,
He'll not suffer thee to fall.
Faint not, Christian! though Thy God
Smile thee with the chastening rod:
Smite He must with Father's care,
That He may His love declare.
Faint not, Christian I· J esu's near;
800n in glory He'll appear:
Then shall cease thy toil and strife,
Thou shalt wear the' crown of life.'''

R.

A SUNDAY AT CARDIGAN BAY.
A GODLY clergyman writing in September last says: "This month
I am writing while away staying in a small village on the shore of
Cardigan Bay. The scenery is most delightful, combining lovely
mountains and open sea. Torrential rains during the first few days
have now been succeeded by beautiful clear blue skies and warm
sunshine, and one is constrained to quote the well-known words of the
hymn-' Every prospect plp-ases,' but one must also sadly add-' only
man is vile,' for even this tiny place this year seems to have been
invaded by a large number of visitors who are utterly irreligious, and
whose manners in many instances conform to the vulgar modern type
we referred to in last month's Messenger. On Sunday morning we
attended worship when there were only 33 present all told, while on
the foreshore there were some five or six hundred visitors (practically
the whole of the visiting portion of the population it seemed to us),
engaged in swimming, sun-bathing, tennis, golf, etc. Nor were they of
a class with little time for recreations, as is so often argued in defence
of such practices, for most of them were obviously quite well-to-do,
with ample leisure for games and other pleasures, and we noticed many
drove down to the beach in cars of a luxurious type. No, the·fact is
as a people we have departed from God, we despise the precepts of His
·Word, and ignore the claims of the Lord's Day, and hence one result is
an open display of self-pleasing (frequently amounting to shameless
indecency) in dress, in recreation, in morals, in behaviour, and in a
hundred other ways. May we repeat a remark made last mont-h'It is the immediate duty of all Christian people to behave in accordance
with Christian principles' ~ And let us pray God to send out His
regenerating and reviving Spirit in mighty power."

"My own firm conviction is, that the observance of a Sabbath day
is part of the eternal law of God."-Bishop J. O. Ryle.
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Sermons anb Notes of Sermnns.
THE BELIEVER'S INHERITANCE.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT "PROVIDENCE" CHAPEL ON
THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 17TH, 1923, BY THE LATE
REV. J. W. DANCE, A.K.C.
«

TJwu wilt show me the path of life,. in Thy presence is Julness of joy,.
at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore."-PsALM xvi. 11.

COMMENTATORS usually make a distinction, calling some Psalms
Messianic, by inference not allowing the others to be Messianic. We,
however, believe all the Psalms to be Messianic, and that Scripture,
"the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy" (Rev. xix. 10)
fully embraces the whole five books of the Psalms. As those who
make the distillction admit this Psalm to specially refer to the Lord
Jesus Christ, we shall have no quarrel with them upon the point;
indeed, to admit it is only to admit what infallible Truth makes clear,
"For David speaketh concerning Him, I foresaw the Lord always
before my face, for He is on my right hand, that I should not be moved;
therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover,
also my flesh shall rest in hope; because Thou wilt not leave my soul
in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption.
Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; Thou shalt make me
full of joy with Thy countenance" (Acts ii. 25-28).
So we may at once get clear away from David, to David's Lord,
and note the testimony which the Holy Ghost gives us concerning
Him. It is a description which is the very soul of Triumph and
Gladness. The shame, suffering, and cruel death are all passed. It
is the way of the Conqueror at the head of the Redeemed mounting
to challenge, "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; even lift them up, ye
everlasting doors; .and the King of Glory shall come in. Who is this
King of glory ~ The Lord of hosts, He is the King of Glory. Selah."
(Psalm xxiv. 9-10). The Triumph of Jesus was not only Personal,
but also Representative. And_in Him the whole of His redeemed
have part and place. The languag~ of our text justly expresses what
every believer may claim personally applicable. Did Jesus tabernacle
amongst us, suffer and triumph over "him that had the power of
death" ~ He did it as "the Man," and to His affrighted disciples, after
His resurrection, He said, "Why are ye troubled ~ and why do thoughts
arise in your hearts ~ Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; handle Me and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye
see Me have" (Luke xxiv. 38, 39). And in all He was directed, governed
and sustained by the Spirit. So it becomes equally true that the
believers may look up and say, " Thou wilt show me the path of life."
Many and wonderful things are written of this Path. "There is a
path which no fowl knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath not
seen; the lion's whelps have not trodden it, nor the fierce lion passed
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by it " (Job xxviii. 7, 8). The prophet calls it " the way of holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those; the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. No lion shall be there,
nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there;
but the redeemed shall walk there; and the ransomed of the Lord shall
return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing
shall flee away" (Isa. xxxv. 8-10). You observe it is the path of the
redeemed and can only be identified with the way which the Lord
Jesus has opened up for His people, that they may come into the
very presence of the Father. "Having, therefore, brethren, boldness
to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and liviIlg
way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to
'say, His flesh" (Heb. x. 19, 20). The knowledge of this way is a
revelation by the Spirit of God, so that Paul can clearly say, "For
"through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father"
{Ephes. ii. 18). If by mercy you know anything at all of this path
you have an earnest of fuller and more blessed acquaintance.
The path, as we have seen, leads into" the Presence." And we
learn something very precious about this Presence! How ·very
pathetic the words of Esther when urged by Mordecai to plead with
the King against Haman's projected vengeance. "If I perish, I perish."
It was a venture upon uncertainty, so far as she could know. Turn
to the Believer's position. "All that the Father giveth Me shall come
to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John
-vi. 37). All uncertainty is clearly ruled out. The assurance is clear
and positive. And in " His Presence is fulness of Joy," the joy of
triumph and of abiding peace.
" At Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore." The Lord
Jesus is said to sit down at the right hand of God, in Hebrews i. 3,
and if we look at another place we read, " From henceforth expecting
till His enemies be made His footstool" (Heb. x. 13). The pleasures
()f the world are both gross and fleeting, even the most refined are
gross in comparison with what is brought out here. The pleasures
()f the Lord are those of righteousp.ess, and consequently the people
()f His love find their pleasures in His righteousness; so abundant that
they are compared to the river-flowing, abundant, and refreshing.
These redeemed are welcomed at the right hand of Jesus as the beloved
()f His Father, to enter into the joy of their Lord, and to realize that
true contentment which earth ever fails to give. "As for me, I will
'behold Thy- face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied when I awake,
with Thy likeness" (Psalm xvii. 15). To be with Him, will be to be
:like Him, and then"Like a river glorious is God's perfect peace,
Over all victorious in its bright increase j
Perfect, yet it floweth fuller every day,Perfect, yet it groweth deeper all the way.
Stayed upon Jehovah, hearts are fully blest:
Finding, as He promised, perfect peace and rest."
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THE HEAVENLY BRIDEGROOM.
A SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.
" This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh." -GENESIS ii. 23.
OUR Bible is a very Paradise of each sweet flower and each regaling
fruit. But the believer sits down most gladly in those choice spots,
which are thick-set with tokens of the Saviour's tenderness. Surely
happiness mounts up to heaven, when on Scripture's ground and under
the Spirit's light, the soul discerns that Jesus -loves with an everlasting love.
We cannot move far amid the pages of the Word without hearing
the silver voice, Give ear unto Me, that I may tell thee of My love.
For this purpose each tender image speaks by turn. Does a father
love with strength of manly love 1 Jesus is the Everlasting Father.Is a mother gentle in her soft caressings 1 He is more constant:
" they may forget, yet will I not forget thee."-Is a brother generous
in his affections 1 He is the first-born among many brethren.-Is
the sisterly union as the intertwining of hearts' fibres 1 The Church
is "His sister, His spouse."-Is a friend noble in his sympathies 1
We read, "Henceforth I call you not servants-but I have called
you friends. "-Will not these parallels suffice 1
0: not if another
can be added. As all colours combine. to form pure light-so aU
tints must join to form the full portrait of a loving Saviour. There
remains the full-blown endearment, when heart flows into heart in
bridal union; and will Jesus claim His people as His bride 1 It is so.
This is the emblem which is the Spirit's choice delight. It meets us
in the garden of Eden. It walks by our side throughout the green
pastures of the Word. It only leaves us when Revelation writes no
more. "The Spirit and the Bride say, Come." Echo replies to echo,
" As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice
over thee." "I will betroth thee unto Me for ever." "Thou shalt
call Me Ishi "-my husband-" and shalt no more call Me Baali "my Lord. (Hosea ii. 16.)
Reader, following such holy guidance, let us now seek Jesus in
that pure feeling which innocently played in Adam's heart before sin
entered with unhallowing touch. The narrative is simple. "The
Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and
He took one of the ribs and closed up the flesh instead thereof; and
the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made He a woman,
and brought her unto the man." But the mystery is deep. A greater
than Adam and the first spouse are in this tale of sinless union. Faith.
has been taught and quickly learns that the- spiritual Bridegroom
and the mystic bride are here. Earth's first espousals are but the
shadow of heaven's far earlier love. The second Adam sleeps a sleepeven the sleep of death; but not in Eden's innocent delights, but
on the hard altar of His ignominious cross. His side is pierced. There
flow thence the means to constitute the Church. There is blood to
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expiate every sin: and water to wash from every stain. The Father
presents the bride .to Adam. The same Father gives the favoured
Bride to Christ. Adam receives her as portion of himself. Christ's
word takes up the same welcome. They" are members of His body,
of His flesh, and of His bones."
We are thus emboldened to draw with reverential pen some lines
of likeness. Marriage can only be in kindred race. Here the bride
is low in lowly origin. Her coarse material is clay. But Jesus dwells
in heaven's bright palace, bright in all the brightness, glorious in all
the glories of His own Deity. How can union be ~ He leaves His
home. He veils His Almighty might. He seeks our cell. He scorns
not our loathsome rags. He is born a child of man in Bethlehem.
He lives the Son of Man in human nature. Oh, my soul! did your
Lord thus stoop to make you His for ever ~ He did. Infinite was
the distance: but He came with lightning-speed on wings of loveand rested not, until He rested in your far-off abode.
The bridegroom counts all efforts light to win the bride's regard.
Can it be, that Jesus strives to gain unlovely souls ~ It is so. He
lives, when we love. He scarcely seems to reign, until the heart
presents her throne. Hence in the Scriptures He sends letter upon
letter, each burning with the pure flame of tenderness. Hence He
follows with the fond call, Turn ye, ~urn ye. Look unto Me. Come
unto Me. Return Ul:to Me. Follow Me. Abide in Me. Hence He
sends His faithful ministers-the friends of the Bridegroom-to plead
His cause-to sue in His behalf-to beseech in His name-to set forth
His matchless charms-to show that His love is strong as death, and
pure as the light, and boundless as eternity.
That ministry is most true to Christ-most rich in everlasting
fruits, which paints most vividly the mind of Christ.
But more than this. The Holy Spirit comes commissioned by the
Father and the Son. He reveals the Lord in all the beauties of His
person-all the wonders of His grace-all the glories of His work.
He subdues all prejudice-turns the stream of opposing will-and
kindles a blazing torch in the dark corners of the soul. Thus union
is achieved. The faithful soul forgets her own people and her father's
house. She casts out the former rivals which bewitched her thoughts.
She comes out and is separate from a once-fondled world. She leaves
all and cleaves to Christ.
In nuptial bonds the bride rejects the distinction of her former
name. A new address attests that she is no more her own. It is
just so in spiritual union. What! though the style of Jesus proclaims essential Deity; that very style is the Church's diadem. Is
it not so written in Jer. xxiii. 6, and xxxiii. 16 ~ We are first told,
that" The Lord our" Righteousness " is His name. The same is her
portion, for it is added, "The Lord our Righteousness" is her name too.
The bridegroom courts the closest communion. It is even so with
Jesus. By His Word and through His messengers, He allures His
people' to His fostering side. He opens to them the purposes or His
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grace-the secrets of His kingdom. He encourages them to tell out
their every want, and fear, and desire, and hope. He tenderly
invites, " Let Me see thy countenance, let Me hear thy voice, for sweet
is thy voice, and thy countenance' is comely."
Who can portray a bridegroom's sympathy ~ It is, however, but
a drop compared to the full ocean of a Saviour's care. "We. have
not an High Priest, who cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities." "He that toucheth you toucheth the very apple of His
eye." "In all our affiiction He is affiicted." No suffering member
can be pained on earth, but the participating Head cries out in
heaven, "Why persecutest thou Me ~ "
. Reader, you have often heard these truths. Do they touch a
responsive chord within ~ If not, yours is not the bride-like spirit.
The bridegroom brings his dower. And does not Christ enrich
with gifts ~ Angels may marvel, dazzled by the Church's wealth.
He holds back nothing from her. All His attributes are her grand
inheritance. His wisdom is hers to guide. His power is hers to
uphold. His love is as the sun to cheer. His faithfulness and truth
are her shield and buckler. His Spirit is poured down in unfailing
measure to teach, to solace, and to bless her. His righteousness is
hers, to be her spotless robe. His heavens are hers, to be her home.
His throne is hers, to be her seat. His glory is hers, to be her crown.
His eternity is hers, that she may joy for ever. Happy the soul which
responds, All this I steadfastly believe!
The bridegroom shrinks from no labours, which bring support and
plenty to his beloved. Thus Jesus lives a life of watchful work. He
rests not night and day. His outstretched hands are ever pleading
and ever pouring down supplies of grace. He purchased all heaven's
blessing that His people may never want. And as each need arises,
Re is all vigilance to see-all bounty to bestow.
Earthly union often knows the pang of separation. Duty's stern
voice may say, Depart. Necessity may force to lonely distance. But
nothing in heaven, or earth, or hell, unlocks the arms which ding
around a Divine Bridegroom. At each moment He is nearer than
the shadow to the side. Life is leaning on His arm. Death is sleeping
()n His breast. There is a never-failing bond in the sure word, "I
will never leave thee nor forsake thee."
In this cold world affectiop.s cool. The day, which dawns in love,
may close in hate. Tastes vary and cause variance. Discordant
tempers make discordance. Far otherwise is the heavenly wedlock.
It is ever true, " He that is joined to the Lord is one spirit." When.
Jesus calls in love, He changes by His spirit. He imparts a. new
nature, whose every pulse is unison with Himself. It is heaven's
()wn harmony, when Christ is all.
Here a house is often tears, because of godless offspring. Many
a' sigh has sighed, "Oh Absalom, my son, my son!" But from
heavenly union nothing springs but heavenly seed. Believers are
married to Christ that they should bring forth fruit unto God (Rom.
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vii. 4). Apart from Him, the heart is the hotbed of evil. United
ito Him, it is the holy parent of each holy grace.
But at present the Church sees her Bridegroom only by the eyc
()f faith. The veil of flesh impedes the meridian gaze. But yet a
iittle while and the day of manifest espousals will arrive. A startled
universe will hear the shout, "Behold the Bridegroom cometh."
There will resound, "as it were the voice of a great multitude, and
:as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings,
saying, Hallelujah, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us
be glad, and rejoice, and give honour to Him, for the marriage of
the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready." Then
shall He shine forth, " to be admired in His saints, and to be glorified
in all them that believe." The bride" shall be brought unto the
king in raiment of needlework; with gladness and rejoicing shall
they be brought, they shall enter into the king's palace." The nuptial
song shall be one ceaseless Hallelujah. Happy soul, which responds,
All this I confidently expect!
Reader, is it your happy privilege to know that a union, which
thus lives for ever, cements your heart to Christ, and Christ to you 1
Remember, then, that this blessed relationship demands your faithfulness. The Lord is jealous of His people's love. You must not
stray from Him for one single moment, or in one single thought. The
caution is needful; for days are come in which strangers are gone
forth, professing to be the Bridegroom's friends. They even stand
in pulpits and give instruction in His name. By this sign you may
know them. They exalt the bride rather than her Lord. They magnify
His ordinances rather than Himself. They beguile her to admire
herself, to lean on herself, to trust in herself, and to decorate herself
in the mock robes of false humility and superstition. Take heed;
the ground is slippery. It may seem pleasant to self-loving nature;
but it slopes towards Antichrist.
It may be, that some woddling reads whose life is wedded to
another lord. Would that such may turn and burst their fearful
bonds! There is indeed the Prince of this world. His promises are
lies. His dower is anguish. His eplbrace is death. His chamber is
darkness. His bed is flames of fire. His marriage-wail is agony's
wild shriek. Woddling, can you love this spouse 1
SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
A DOUBTER'S TESTIMONY.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
JOHN xx. 24-29.
As Archbishop Whately pointed out in his little book on Christian
Evidences, faith must be distinguished from credulity. The latter is
a readiness to believe on slight or uncertain evidence, but the former
is believing after an examination of the ground and evidence for that
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belief. Faith in the Christian Religion is not a belief in it because one
has been " brought up" in that belief, but a firm assurance of its
truth, after an examination of all available proofs. The apostles bore
witne8s to the truth and reality of Christ's resurrection, because they
had seen Him after He was raised from the dead. This was not
credulity, but belief on the evidence of their senses, which confirmed
and established the prophetic utterances of the Old Testament Scriptures, and the express assurances of Jesus that He would rise again
from the dead. And so they bore witness to His resurrection, in the
face of opposition, persecution, sufferings, and even of death itself.
St. Peter declared: "Him God raised up the third day, and shewed.
Him openly; not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before
of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with Him after He rose from
the dead" (Acts x. 40, 41). Moreover, on the evening of His resurrection day, when Jesus came to His disciples, when the doors were
shut where they were assembled for fear of the Jews, " Thomas, one of
the twelve," was not with them, and when he was told by the others,
" We have seen the Lord," he said, " Except I shall see in His hand!>
the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails,
and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe" (verse 25). But
after eight days Jesus again came to His assembled disciples, when
Thomas was with them, and after saying to all, " Peace be with you,"
He addressed Thomas, and said, " Reach hither thy finger, and behold
My hands: and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and
be not faitWess but believing" (verse 27).
In this narrative we see the Divine omniscience of the Lord Jesus.
His words to Thomas shqwed this. He knew what Thomas had
previously said. Was it any wonder, therefore, that the former
doubting disciple should now adoringly say, " My Lord and my God."
This is a clear testimony to the Deity of Christ, and the Lord did not
disclaim it, as He would have done, had it not been His right. Some
who have denied that Jesus is God, have been so hard put to it, that
they have said that Thomas's words were only an exclamation! But
such an exclamation would have been a profane one, and therefore
would surely have met with reproof from Jesus. But, no, He then, as
ever, accepted testimony to His 'Deity. His own words are: "The
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the
Son; that all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father"
(John v. 22, 23).
LET Jesus be all in all to your souls in light or darkness, in life and
death; be satisfied with that which satisfies all the perfections of
Deity, even the Person and work of the glorious Covenant Head of the
Church. Let Him be the feast of savoury meat, and then receive the
bitter herbs, or the sweet grapes of passing fluctuating fral,lles and.
feelings as a dessert, which you can do with or without, as the Master
of the feast thinks best. He is the most thriving Christian who lives
like Paul, "by the faith of the Son of God."-Joseph Irons.
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" YET."
IN the midst of so many multiplied personal instances of the Lord's
timely care for His blood-bought people, it is indeed a joy to remember
them and to testify to His lovingkindness and to the continual proofs
{)f His personal love and personal interest and personal provision.
"I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me." Just
think, dear reader, I poor, I needy, I sinful, yet, the Lord-not
.simply a sympathetic fellow-sinner, though that is ofttimes a comfort
-but the Lord thinketh; not a lord of high degree, a lord among
lords, but the Lord-the Lord Almighty. Thinking of a person implies
more than a brief passing thought. Thinking upon is meditating
upon. In the Prayer Book version it is, "the Lord careth for me."
Caring means planning for; it means loving, too. We often
say with regard to deep friendships, "Yes, I do care for her. I love
ner." And when we dislike someone we say, " I don't care for her."
So we know from this expression in the Word of God that" He knows,
Re loves, He cares."
.. Rejoice, believer. in the Lord,
Who makes your cause His own."

He remembers, He thinks upon, He delivers, He cares, and He
loves. I the forgetful, I the sinful, I the poor, yet, I the CovenantRemembrancer, the Almighty, remember thee. I, the sinner against
light and love, the hell-deserving sinner, "yet it pleased the Lord to
bruise Him." His beloved Son-He made Him to be sin for us, on
our behalf, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.
" They forgot, yet He remembered for them," or, as in the Prayer Book
version, "He thought upon His Covenant and pitied them," and
according to His character He saved them. Forgetful sinners surrounded with multiplied mercies.
Ah! He is not a forgetful Lord. They (the mothers of tender
babes) may forget, and often have forgotten, "yet will I not forget
thee." He remembers always.
" Mine is an unchanging love,
Higher than the heights above,
Deeper than tne depths beneath,
Free and faithful, strong as death."
« Behold I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands."
The
palm is the tenderest part of the hand. To engrave is to pierce;
and His hands were pierced on the cross for me, for thee, dear Christloved reader. "Behold My hands," He said to his doubting disciple,
after His resurrection; "Reach hither thy finger, and behold My
hands." Those pierced hands are in His Father's sight continually
witnessing in regard to His ransomed people that their debt is paid,
their salvation is accomplished, their sin remembered no more. The
Lord says, " Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more"
(Heb. viii. 10). And again in Heb. x. 16, " This is the Covenant
that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will
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put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them;
and their sins and iniquities will I remember no more."
And in this connection we recall an instance in the Holy Word, of
the Lord having a book of remembrance written before Him. A book
of remembrance. What did it contain 1 A remembrance of sins?
No. A remembrance of pardoned sins 1 No. It was "written
before Him for them that feared the Lord and that thought upon
His name." Oh, what loving stereotyped remembrance. What
encouragement for us to tell each other of His doings and to rejoice
in the tenderly manifested, personal lovirigkindness He has vouchsafed to us who fear Him and think upon His name. I, for one,
have reason to rejoice in Him for my special a.nd most timely tokens.
of His love and favour.
"Just in this last distr~ssiDg hour,
The Lord displays delivering power."
Glory be to His holy name for all that is past and all there is to come.
" They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when
I make up My jewels; and I will spare them as a man spareth his
own son that serveth him." Ah! but HE spared not His only Son,
but delivered Him up for us. Dear reader, His is indeed stupendous,
unparalleled, inexpressible love-" love Divine all love excelling."
Let me, before closing, call attention to one or two more "yets "
of His love. See Rom. v. 6: "For when we were yet without strength,
in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous
man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even
dare to die. But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while
"We were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him."
And to read another" yet" which in its sublime language surpasses
all: "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that when He shall appear, we shall
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is."
" He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied." Just
think of that. "I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness." He satisfieth the longing- soul. Do you long for Him, dear
reader 1 He will grant your longing. He will satisfy. Every longing
saMsfied-" Christ all and in all."
NETTlE.
THE SPIRIT FROM ON HIGH.
IT ought to be an encouragement to the" seed of Jacob " that the
hearts of all men are in the hands of God. I think that when Jacob
said to his apprehensive sons, " God Almighty give you mercy before
the mail," he must have had somewhere in his heart a well-founded
hope that the Lord Who had created an affection in the breast of
Esau for him, would direct favourably the thoughts of the ruler of
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Egypt, so that once again he would be saved and helped on his wilderness way.
The king's heart was in the hand of the Lord when Nebuchadnezzar
so willingly took the pre-eminence from his own councillors and gave·
it to the Hebrew strangers. It was God Who made Nehemiah's.
sovereign and master so sympathetic, Who, for David's sake, rekindled,
if only temporarily, the old affection of Israel. It was of the Lord
that Paul said to Barnabas, " Let us go again and visit our brethren."
It was of Him that the repentant saints in Hosea vi., and the repentant
saints ever since have said, "Come and let us return unto the Lord,.
for He hath smitten and He will bind us up. After two days will He
. us. "
reVive
How gentle the proposal sounds. How gently at first the thought
came into Moses' heart to visit.his brethren in Egypt. But the same
strength of God was in evidence that stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, and
that stirred up the spirit of Paul in Athens. The prophet complains
in Isa. lxiv. 7: "There is none that stirreth up himself to take hold
of Thee: for Thou·hast hid Thy face from us, and hast consumed us,.
because of our iniquities." It seems as if the Lord has but to restrain
His own power even in the hearts of His living people, and all their
strivings and searchings for Him will cease. Is it so, that all the
prayer and the stretching forth, and the desires and complaints and
confessions that stir and move and rise from the heart are, as they
come, the living, stirring up, and new creations, all the time of the
Lord of life 1 It is not because the Lord is =mindful, but rather
because He is present with all His eternal pulsations, as it were, that
day after day finds us still seeking Him. We could not pray for
anything nor want it of Him, if He had left us to our darkness and
native enmity and fear. Left to ourselves we would not desire the
knowledge of His ways, nor look out for tokens of His favour. I
was encouraged in this line of thought the other day when noticing
from Ezekiel viii. 12 that the Lord speaks as though the greatest of
offences against Him is the attitude that He has left the earth and need
not be inquired of any more. As if the profession of His name, the
outward acknowledgment of His power and authority and kindness.
and providence, might as well be a-thing of the past for all the good
that it did at present. No attitude of the children of men in a general
way could, as that could, call for vengeance and judgment from Him
Who in compassion and long-suffering" all the day long," stretches
forth His hands =to a disobedient and gainsaying people (Rom. x. 21).
Why, then, should His own dear friends who love Him, and hope
some day (redeemed and forgiven and prepared) to see Him in peace,.
grow weary of calling upon Him, as He complains they did in Isa.
xliii. 22 1 HE knows the discouragements from within, from around,
and perhaps more than both, from beneath, that set themselves in
array against the hoping, hungering, praying soul. But the blessed
duty, the unspeakable privilege, the sweet mercy remains, that God
Himself invites, commands, and, best of all, gives us to call upon.
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Him in hope continually. I said something like this to a dear friend,
who often tunes her harp to Asaph's key in Ps. lxxiii., and she quoted
the text which is so deeply graven that no affliction can wear it away,
" Men ought always to pray and not to faint." We may not know
what we want, we know not what to pray for as we ought, we are
not worthy, but His gifts and His mercies are free. And the blessed
Lord, Who has ordained for us answers of peace, will of His own self
pour out upon us the Spirit of grace and of supplication. We shall
ask and we shall have, because He is faithful that promised.
FOLLOWER-ON.

"THE SAYING THAT IS WRITTEN."
1 COR. XV. 54.
THIS striking expression is full of holy instruction, and incidentally
refutes many of the objections of the" higher" critics, such as the
authorship and date of the Pentateuch. It is not" the saying that is
spoken," or " the writing that is written"; but" the saying that is
written."
Some years ago an uneducated man, though a godly man, said in
conversation with the writer that the Lord Jesus Christ could not have
known the alphabet, quoting John vii. 15: "How knoweth this Man
letters, having never learned 1" A reference to the next chapter was
sufficient to show him his mistake. But if this should raise a smile,
what is to be said of educated men suggesting that Moses could not
have written the books bearing his name because writing had not then
been invented 1 It is true that the origin of writing, or even the
origin of spoken language, is not recorded in the Bible; but very much
lS recorded to prove that Moses knew how to write.
The first mention of writing is connected with the first mention of
Joshua and the first mention of a book. "And the Lord said unto
Moses, Write this for a memorial in the book, and rehearse it in the ears
of Joshua" (Exod. xvii. 14). Moses had been for forty years in the
court of Pharaoh, and" was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians,
and was mighty in words and in deeds" (Acts vii. 22); and surely it
is common knowledge that Egypt" at this time had reached a high stage
of civilization.
Moreover, is it not significantly suggestive that this first writing
should contain one of God's Covenant Names-Jehovah-Nissi-and
also that He therein declares war against Amalek from generation to
generation 1 With whom should He declare unceasing war but with
those who rise up against Him 1
The second mention of writing is in connection with the giving of the
Law upon Sinai in Exodus xxiv. Here we have a fundamental governing principle that applies to the whole Scripture, namely, God spake,
and Moses W1'Ote. "And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord."
" And he took the book of the Covenant, and read in the audience of
the people" (verses 4 and 7). Following this we read that Jehovah
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said to Moses (verse 12): "I will give thee tables of stone, and a law,
and commandments which I have written, that thou mayest teach
them."
After this we have the emphatic record of what happened to these
tables (Exod. xxxii.): "The tables were written on both their sides!
on the one side and on the other were they written. And the tables
were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven
upon the tables." When these first tables had 'been broken, "the
Lord said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone, like unto the
first: and I will write upon these tables the words that were in
the first tables, which thou brakest."
It is not necessary for the purpose of this paper to quote further
references to the writings of Moses; yet it may be desirable to call
attent,ion to one item of the tabernacle service in Exodus xxxix. 30 :
" And they made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote.
upon it a writing, like to the engravings of a signet, Holiness to
Jehovah."
It must ever be borne in mind that modern criticism of the Word of
God began with seeking to deny its inspiration; and one of the firstfruits was disputing the authorship of Moses. The logical issue of
this is now manifested in the denial of the authority of the Lord Jesus
Christ. And surely the eye must be wilfully blind, and therefore
judicially blinded, that cannot perceive the vital relationship of these
twin truths: "For had ye believed Moses ye would have believed Me
for he wrote of Me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye
believe My words? "
There are three references to writing in the Book of Job, who probably
lived before Moses. One of these is quoted here, as illustrating what
this paper desires to convey. "Oh, that my words were now written!
Oh, that they were printed in a book! That they were graven with an
iron pen and lead in the rock for ever!" This desire of Job has been
literally granted: but this is exactly what has been done with the words
. of God. They have been spoken; they have been written; they are
printed in a Book; they are graven indelibly for ever I
The same principle appears, and even more plainly, in the roll sent
to Jehoiakim in the days of Jeremiah (chapter xxxvi.): "Take thee
a roll of a book, and write therein all thewords that I have spoken"
(verse 2). "And Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the
words of the Lord, which He had spoken unto him " (verse 4). "Read
in the roll, which thou hast written from My mouth, the words of the
Lord" (verse 6). "And they asked Baruch, How didst thou w1'ite an
these words at His mouth? Then Baruch answered them, He p-ronounced all these words unto me with His mouth, and I wrote them
with ink in the book."
This reply of Baruch tells us precisely how we get our Bible. God
~pake the words, and His penmen wrote them in THE BOOK. His
words therefore are" the sayings that are written." "In the volume
of THE BOOK it is written of Me " (Psalm xl. 7).
33
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Turn now to what the Lord Jesus said to the two Emmaus disciples:
c, .All that the prophets have spoken" (Luke xxiv. 25); "all things

must be fulfilled which were written in the law of Moses, and in the
prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning Me " (verse 44) ;. "thus it is
written" (verse (6).
To crown the whole, we have the beloved John in Patmos, who
" turned to see the voice that spake with him." The Alpha and the
Omega said to him, " What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto
the seven Churches." In each of the seven letters we have certain
distinctive features, corresponding with the condition of the Church
2.ddressed. The first special feature is in the opening: "These things
.saith He "-a personal message to the angel of the Church. And the
fmal special feature is the injunction: "He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the Churches." Thus the Lord Jesus
dictated the messages; John wrote them; and the Spirit still saith
them unto all of us who have ears to hear the words of Jesus.
His sayings are still written: and His writings are still spoken by
their Divine Author! May we be graciously enabled to hear them!
C1·icklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
THE UNION OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND AND THE
UNITED FREE CHURCH.
()UR readers will have read in the newspapers of the above-mentioned
union of two great Presbyterian bodies in Scotland. This union was
-consummated early in October.
The Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland stands outside this union.
It remains true to the great doctrines of grace and came out from
-the Free Church of Scotland when a Declaratory Act was passecl
which made it possible for Presbyterian ministers to hold loose views
;as to the teaching of the Westminster Confession of Faith.
The organ of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland is The Free
Presbyterian Magazine. Its Editor is the Rev. D. Beaton, of Wick.
The following able and informative criticism of the recent union of
-the two largest Presbyterian bodies will be read with interest. Written
by its Editor, it occurs in the Ocbober issue of The Free Presbyterian
.Magazine.
" By the time this issue is in the hands of many of our readers the
Union of the Church of Scotland and the United Free Church will
be an accomplished thing. At the beginning of this month, as our
Teaders know, the two largest Presbyterian bodies in Scotland are
-to be united for better or worse. It is an important event in the
-ecclesiastical history of Scotland, and has made its appeal, even to
the secular press of the country. The man in the street, who has been
-very indifferent to the long-drawn-out negotiations, is taking an interest,
though it may be but temporary, in one of the most significant movements of our time. For long years negotiations have been proceeding
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between the representatives of the State Church and the representatives
of a strongly Voluntary body; Difficulties have been surmounted,
<:ompromises have been made on both sides, and the great day of
~spousals has come. The Union proceedings are being staged with
great impressiveness, and at the time of writing the press indicate
that the presence of Royalty will give pomp to the great event. In
such a time of ecclesiastical rejoicing we may be asked why we do
not join in wishing the United Church every happiness and blessing
in her new state ~ Our answer is that this Union is a compromise,
and most compromises are dangerous. Furthermore, the Churches
~ntering into Union were more concerned to effect the Union than
conserve the truth.
The Established Church has so far cut
itself loose from its relation to the Confession of Faith by recent
legislation, so that one cannot very well say what a few years will
witness. The gradual lessening of the strong tie which bound the
Church of Scotland to the Westminster Confession began in 1889 when
certain important changes were made in the Formula and Questions.
We have already dealt with this subject at considerable length in a
series of articles which appeared in the Magazine for 1926 (vol. xxxi).
Tn the new Questions (i.e., 1889) the minister or probationer is asked:
'Do you declare the Confession of Faith of this Church to be the
Confession of your Faith ~' The old Question was: "Do you sincerely
own and believe the whole doctrine of the Confession of Faith . . .
to be the truths of God contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments ~ And do you own the whole doctrine therein contained
as the confession of your faith ~" There is a world of difference
between these two questions. In the Formula of 1889 ' whole doctrine'
is omitted. In 1905 an unexpected opportunity occurred in the
~cclesiastical upheaval caused by the House of Lords' decision in the
Free Church Case. The wide-awake ecclesiastical leaders of the
Established Church got an Act passed through Parliament, though
what business they had with this upheaval is a mystery. The Act of
1889 had given relief to some tender
consciences, but for those
with supersensitive consciences it was not sufficient. After much
Committee work a draft Formula- was presented to the Assembly
in which the subscriber declared that he accepted the Confession as
, the Confession of the Church.' It will be noted that it is no longer
as the Confession of his own faith but that of the Church. The next
step seriously affecting the Church's relation to the Confession was the
, Articles Declaratory of the Constitution of the Church of Scotland
in matters Spiritual' which were embodied in an Act of Parliament
in 1921, and which are now in operation. In these Articles the Church
.claims the right to declare the sense in which it understands the
-Confession, to modify forms of expression, to formulate doctrinal
statements, and to define the relation of its office-bearers to these
,standards, but in agreement with the Word of God and the fundamental
doctrines of the Christian faith contained in the Confession, of which
agreement the Church shall be sole judge. It will thus be seen that
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the Church of Scotland since 1889 has gradually been loosening the
bands that bound her to the Confession, until by the Act of 192] she'
is now in a position to make any changes she pleases in the Confession
within, it is true, certain limits-but these limits are very, very wide
indeed. The door has thus been opened for creed revision, and we·
may rest assured, without claiming any prophetic gifts, that this work
will be proceeded with whenever the new Church gets into working
order, for the other partner in the Union has only delayed this work
owing to the Union negotiations. It may be argued that the twoChurches should be one as they are so like in doctrine and practice.
That is an argument we do Dot purpose to deal with meantime. But,
if we may be allowed to express an opinion, we hold that of the two
the Church of Scotland has not so extensively welcomed the unbelieving
criticism of modern scholarship. There is a manifest lack of spiritual
life, taking her all in all, and in some quarters a tendency to Anglicanism, or, if one might designate it, Scoto-Catholicism, but she has not
gone in so wholeheartedly for the Higher Criticism as the U.F. Church.
" The other partner in the Union is the United Free Church, which
is made up of the old Free Church and the United Presbyterian. These
two Churches united in 1900, and in 1904 financial disaster befell the
former in the loss of their whole property through the famous House
of Lords' Decision. When that crushing blow fell on Principal Rainy
.and his followers they were stunned, and those who were opposed to
their ecclesiastical policy saw in it retributive justice overtaking the
men who did their utmost to disestablish and disendow the Church of
Scotland, but who were now very thoroughly disel1dowed themselves.
The United Presbyterians were thorough-going Voluntaries almost to
a man. The same was true of the overwhelming majority of the Free
Church which joined the Union. Their Voluntaryism was a real live
thing under the leadership of Principal Rainy, but the Voluntary lamb
is to lie down inside the Establishment lion. Time will tell whether
the new situation will be quite comfortable for the lion. We have no
sympathy with the Minority in the U.F. Church in their ecclesiastical
position, but we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that they have the
best of the argument notwithstanding all that Principal Martin and
others may say. The departure from the truth began in the old Free
Church days by the too prominent place given to human learning,
which in its development ended in a virtual deification of scholarship.
As a handmaiden in the defence of the truth it is useful, but when it
usurps the place of Divine truth and arrogantly forgets its limitation
and interferes with the work of the Holy Ghost, it is a dangerous thing
and, we believe, the ruin of the pre-Union Free Church is in a large
measure traceable to this. Our serious quarrel, however, with the
United Free Church is the place she has given to the unbelieving
scholarship of the day. She is now saturated with that teaching. Her
young ministers drink it in in her colleges, and the withering effects
of this teaching are already yielding their harvest in Scotland. Her
leading ecclesiastics have l;Ldopted the higher critical views, and her
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professoriate are notoriously supporters of it. As believers in God's
Word we cannot wish well to a Union which will only be stronger to
propagate what is contrary to God's Word. Doctrinally the United
Free Church, notwithstanding its Declaratory Acts (1876 and 1892),
is in a state of flux. Many of its ministers with so-called tender
consciences are not satisfied with the liberty they have already attained.
"They are out to have a new creed, and as already indicated, this work
would be already in progress were it not for the Union negotiations.
All these are sufficient reasons why we cannot rejoice in the Union of
the two great Presbyterian Churches. Again, ~ome of the reasons
brought forward by the leading eeclesiastics of the Uniting Churches
.are not of a kind to appeal to us. It is true that from a worldly standpoint Union is strength, but in the spiritual sphere elements that are
.antagonistic to the truth, though united, do not make for strength.
It has again been said that Christ prayed that His people might be one.
That is true, but He never prayed that His people and the unconverted
would be one, and to apply Christ's words to an outward denominational
()rganization of a mixed multitude of believers and unbelievers is not
{Jnly invalid reasoning but poor exegesis. Christ's prayer is being
fulfilled, not by the union of outward organizations, but in a higher
.and more spiritual sense. It has been further said that the Union
will husband financial resources and will do away with wastage in men
.and buildings. We heard the same prophecy during the negotiations
of the 1900 Union, but the benefits so confidently expected have not
materialized, and what guarantee have we that it will be otherwise
with this Union 1 Further, we miss in this Union the spiritual quickenlng, the inspiring enthusiasm, and that singleness of eye for the glory
()f God which would consecrate a great movement to the advancement
()f His kingdom.
When we have said all this we do not mean any of our readers to
infer that we hold the view that there is none of the Lord's people in
these Churches. We believe and know there are, but they are where
they ought not to be. It has always been a mystery to us how some
who went from purer Churches, and made strong professions of
()rthodoxy, can enter into this Uni.on. But before we say anything
more about them we shall await their decision as to whether they will
go into the Union or remain without. The ancient oracle still stands
and the wise will give heed to it-' Say ye not, A confederacy, to all
them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye
their fear, nor be afraid' (Isa. viii. 12)."
" WHEN the agents of the Pope came into his bounds to sell indulgences, he said, 'Parishioners, I am bound to speak the truth to you.
This is but to deceive you. There is no pardon for our sins that can
-come to us, either from pope or any other, but only by the blood of
Christ.' "-Thomas Fort'est, Vicar of Dollar, Scotland, one of the Scottish
.M.arty,'s.
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OUR LORD AND THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES.

IN reading the pages of the New Testament, I have been sometimes
struck with these two notable things: First, the extreme respect,
I may say veneration, which our Lord and His apostles paid to the
Scriptures of the Old Testament. In all their quotations from them,
there is an evident assumption that every part of the Old Testament
Scriptures is fully, immediately, and authoritatively inspired-that
the whole is the sure Word of God which cannot be broken.
Let me give you two or three instances by way of impressing this
fact more clearly upon your mind and memory-a precaution all the
more needed in the present day when such subtle and yet violent
··ttacks are made on the full inspiration of the Old Testament Scriptures. Our Lord Himself, in what is commonly called the" Sermon
on the Mount," uses this striking expression: "Verily I say unto you,
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled." By the word" law" there we must
understand more than the law of the ten commandments, for in the
preceding verse the Lord had said, "Think not that I am come todestroy the law or the prophets; I am not come to' destroy, but tofulfil" (Matt. v. 17). The word" jot" is the name of the Hebre\v
vowel I, marked in that language by a small dot only; and the expression "tittle" refers to the shape of the Hebrew consonants, which
are frequently only distinguished by a slight turn of the pen. ThuS'
neither vowel nor consonant should suffer loss or alteration, but the
whole stand as the authoritative Word of God, until the whole should
be fulfilled. The perfect inviolability of the Word of God is asserted
in almost similar terms by the Lord in Luke, " It is easier for heaven
and earth to pass than one tittle of the law to fail" (Luke xvi. 17).
With similar decision and authority he says, " If he called them gods.
unto whom the Word of God came, and the Scripture cannot be
broken" (John x. 35), plainly declaring that every word of the Old
Testament Scriptures was so unalterably the Word of God that it
could not possibly be violated by non-fulfilment. But, as another
instance, take the way in which the Lord Himself met and broke
Satan's temptations in the wilderness. He used one weapon, and
one only, to beat back the foul adversary and quell the force of his
subtle attacks: "It is written." That was the only sword or shield
which our blessed Lord wielded to foil every assault of the tempter.
Now if the words quoted by our Lord at three several times under three
several attacks had not been the sure and actual Word of God, why
should Satan have given back? Had each passage not been inspired
by the breath of the Almighty, and as firm as God's own eternal throne,
.why should Satan have been defeated when he brought against our
Lord those severe temptations? But that arch-fiend knew what some
of our clerical and dissenting divines have got to learn, and that to
their eternal shame and confusion of face, that " every word of God
is pure," and that "all Scripture is given by inspiration of God"
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(Prov. xxx. 5; 2 Tim. iii. 16). But take another instance. When
Peter drew his sword in defence of his blessed Master, our Lord said,
" Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall
presently give Me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then
shall the Scriptures be fulfilled that thus it must be ? " (Matt. xxvi.
53, 54). There was a positive, an overwhelming necessity that the'
Scriptures should be fulfilled, which overruled and overbore every
other consideration, for God" magnifies His Word above all His
name" (Ps. cxxxviii. 2), that is, faithfulness to this Word stands at
the head of all His other attributes. To impress this still more deeply
on your mind, let me add one more instance from the lips of the blessed
Redeemer. In His last agony, "Jesus knowing that all things were
now accomplished, that the Scriptures might be fulfilled, saith, I
thirst" (John xix. 28). The Holy Ghost had declared of Him, " They
gave Me also gall for My meat and in My thirst they gave Me vinegar
to drink" (Ps. lxix. 21). Jesus could not die till these words were
fulfilled. What a proof of the inspiration and fulfilment of that Word
at which infidels mock and which essayists and reviewers undermine!
I think I need not further enlarge upon this point. I have confined
myself to the Lord's own testimony; but you will see all through
the New Testament what respect is paid in a similar manner by
all the inspired apostles to the authority of the Old Testament
Scriptures.
The other notable thing which I have observed in reading the New
Testament is this: that the Holy Ghost gives an interpretation of
many passages of the Old Testament which strikes us, at least at
first sight, as somewhat singular; by which I mean that it is not
.obvious, or such as we should have thought of. This, of course, is
from our ignorance. The Holy Ghost has given us in the New Testament, the interpretation which was in His mind when He revealed the
passage in the Old. I will give you one or two instances of this interpretation given by the Holy Ghost in the New Testament of Old
Testament Scriptures which seem singular at first sight. In Hebrews i.
we find this passage quoted as proof of the Divine Sonship of J esns :
" I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a Son." Now, if
we refer to the place where that word was spoken, it was a part of
the message sent by the Lord through Nathan to David, and had in
the first instance respect to Solomon. But a greater than Solomon
was there. Under that promise given to David on behalf of Solomon
there was a promise made to Jesus as the glorious and eternal Son of
God. So again: "Out of Egypt have I called My Son" is applied by
Matthew to the return of Jesus from Egypt, though in the passage
itself, in the prophet Hosea xi. 1, it seems to refer to the children of
Israel. But the Holy Ghost had a deeper meaning than the simple
and obvious one, and had reference to the calling of Jesus out of
Egypt, when He returned with His mother to Judrea.

.
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JQHN NEWTON'S HYMN.
"'TIS A POINT I LONG TO KNOW."
l' 'Trs a point I long to know,

Oft it causes anxiol!S thought;
Do I love the Lord or no ?
Am I His, or am I not?
2 H; I love, why am I thus?
Why this dull and lifeless frame?
Hardly sure can they be worse
Who have never heard His Name.
S Could my heart so hard remain;
Prayer a task and burden prove ;
Every trifle give me pain,
If I knew a Saviour's love?
4 When
All is
Filled
Can I

I turn my eyes within,
dark, and vain, and wild,
with unbelief and sin
deem myself a child?

5 If I pray, or hear, or read,
Sin is mixed with all I do; .
You that love the Lord indeed
Tell me, is it thus with you?
6 Yet I mourn my stubborn will,
Find my sin a grief and thrall ;
Should I grieve for what I feel
If I did not love at all ?
7 Could I joy His saints to meet,
Choose the ways I once abhorred,
Find at times the promise sweet
If I did not love the Lord ?
8 Lord, decide the doubtful case!
Thou who art Thy people's Sun,
Shine upon Thy work of grace
If it be indeed begun!
9 Let me love Thee more and more,
If I love at all, I pray;
If I have not loved before
Help me to begin to-day.
This hymn; giving expression to the heartfelt desire of a living soul,
is 'often strangely misunderstood by some Christians. Many years ago,
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I was shocked and grieved to hear an able minister of the Gospel
declare that" the devil wrote that hymn." And at the recent Keswick
Convention a minister, greatly beloved and highly honoured, characterized the first verse as pagan! An essay might be written on " the
mistakes of good men," but who is to write it 1 Let him that has never
been mistaken do so! So far from the devil writing this hymn I am
bold to affirm that only under the gracious influence of the Holy Spirit
could those lines ever have been penned and only by His teaching
can they be sincerely uttered.
The man with unrenewed heart is supremely indifferent to the things
of God, and it is only when we" who were dead in trespasses and sins"
have been" quickened into newness of life" that these holy desires
are known. How well we recall the time when, after the Blessed Holy
Spirit had commenced His work of grace in our heart, these words
exactly fitted our case. It is not every believer that is at once favoured
with the "full assurance of faith." Many of God's children have
followed John Bunyan through the" Slough of Despond," but through
grace they have been delivered and are now on happy pilgrimage.
But not only in the early days of the Christian life are these experiences
known. Many established saints have had to cry" If I love, why am I thus?
\Vhy this dull and lifeless frame?
Hardly sure can they be worse
Who have never heard His Name."

In the 27th and 34th Psalms David enjoys a mountain top experience,
but in the 42nd he is down in the valley.
The Christian's pathway is not like one of our modern macadamized
motor roads but rather a footway that climbs hills, crosses moorlands
and descends into the lowlands.
.
And experiences vary. The late Geo. Muller declared that for many
years he had not had" the shade of a shadow of doubt." Happy
Christian! On the other hand C. H. Spurgeon once said, "Have you
no doubts? Then I doubt concerning you." Of what meaning
would be the many" Fear nots " scattered through the Word of God,
were not God's people subject to doubts and fears 1 Of course God's
.. Fear not" is meant to counteract our fears and to give peace and
quietness in place of anxiety and distress. Then take the closing verse
Qf the hymn" Let me love Thee more and more
If I love at all, I pray;
If I have not loved before
Help me to begin to-day."
Does not that represent the heart-longings of the family of God 1
Can we not say Amen! to this petition? Wm. Cowper gives expression
to the same feeling when he says-
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" Lord, it is my chief complaint
That my love is weak and faint;
Yet I love Thee and adore,
Oh for grace to love Thee more ! "
In face of the widespread lifeless nominal religion of to-day a holy
jealousy and concern to be really right with God is surely a matter t()
be thankful for. May the Lord increase in us that which led the
psalmist to cry, "Search me, 0 God, and know my heart: try me
and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me
and lead me in the way everlasting."
John Newton, the author of the hymn, was born in 1725. He
became a sailor, and for some years was engaged in the slave trade,
and the horrible experiences through which he then passed were never
forgotten by him. He was converted to God, March 10th, 1748, on
board a ship that was threatening to founder in a storm. "That
10th of March," says Newton) " is a day much to be remembered by
me, and I have never suffered it to pass unnoticed, for on that day,
March 10th, 1748, the Lord came from on high and delivered me out
of deep waters." The storm was terrific, the ship bearing down into
the trough of the sea, the hold of the vessel filling with water. As
Newton went to his place at the pump, he said to the captain, " If
this will not do, the Lord have mercy upon us." His own words
startled him. Mercy! he said to himself in astonishment, what mercy
can there be for me 1 "This was the first desire I had breathed for
mercy for many years. In the evening the hold was free from water,
. and then came a gleam of hope. I thought I saw the hand of God
displayed in our favour. I began to pray. My prayer for mercy was
like the cry of the ravens, which yet the Lord Jesus does not disdain
to hear." On that 10th March, 1748, he sought mercy and found it.
He was then 23 years of age. Doubtless this blessing was an answer
to the prayers of his godly mother, who died while he was still a boy.
Years after he was called into the ministry of the Gospel, and in 1764
became curate of OIney. His preaching was with power, and the
church was soon crowded, and a gallery was erected to accommodate
the many who came to hear him. In 1780 he became rectqr of St.
Mary Woolnoth, Lombard Street, London. Similar blessing attended
his ministry here and crowds gathered to hear his preaching. He was
acquainted with William Jay, of our own city, and also Charles Simcon,
of Cambridge, outstanding men in the Gospel at that time. On his
study wall he had this text hanging :" Thou shalt remember that thou wast a
bondman in the land of Egypt, and the
Lord thy God redeemed thee."
In his later years his sight failed him, but he still preached on. Mr.
Cecil, noticing that Newton was beginning to show signs of age, urged
him one day to stop preaching and take life easily. "What!" he
replied, "shall the old African blasphemer stop while he can speak
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at all 1 " He could not forget the mercy of God to him and determinedthat no one else should either. He wrote his own epitaph, and directedthat this and no other should be erected for him ;JOHN NEWTON,
Clerk.
Once an Infidel and Libertine, a servant of
-. slaves in Africa, was, by the mercy of our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, preserved,
restored, pardoned, and was appointed to
preach the faith he had so long laboured to
dest1'OY·
This consecrated and blessed life came to an end in 1807.
(The above is from a pamphlet printed anonymously in Bath, September, 1929.-ED.)

THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
TIlE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:Miss C. Richardson .. £0 2 6 Mr. W. Tremain
£0 14 0
Mrs. Pitman (per MisJ
Mr. E Bird
100
L. Ormiston
0 10 0 Mrs. Macpherson
100
Mrs. Rowland
0 2 6 Mr. E. Brasher
o 15 0
Miss 1\1. J. Atkinson
2 0 0 "F. G."
o 10 0
Mrs. G. H. Adcock
0 4 0 Mr. T. A. Isbell
030
Miss M. Haworth
0 6 0

'!torreflponlJenu.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Through the mercy and goodness of God we have
been permitted to commence the fifty-seventh year of the book-mission
work. The need for the work is even greater in these days of evil
doctrine and false teaching. We shaH welcome the kind help of friends
of the soldier and sailor. A sailor's missionary writes, " Many thanks
for the parcel of literature to hand this morning. Already I have
distributed some of the magazines. May the Lord's blessing rest on
them." Another missionary writes, "Very many thanks for parcel
of books and tracts. I Hm highly pleased to receive it, being short of
tracts. The Lord bless you greatly." A third writes sending many
thanks for" reading matter" received for seafarers. The men greatly
appreciate the literature, and we need the help of friends to continue
our parcels to the various ports and stations.
. Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristo~, Octobe1', 1929.
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A BRISTOL OCTOGENARIAN'S TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-" Fear not; for I have redeemed thee, I have
caned thee by thy name; thou art Mine" (Isa. xliii. 1).
When visiting a hospital in Bristol, on the 1st Jan., 1929, someone
had written the above text, and gave it to me saying, " This is your
text." I thanked him and kept it. It was helpful and encouraging.
The Rev A. J. Day, Rector of St. Mary-le-Port Church, Bristol, preached
from this chapter on the first four Thursdays in the New Year. The
sermons were very helpful.
On my 87th birthday (June 22nd) the above text was again repeated
to me by means of an old work by Dr. Macduff which I am accustomed
to read.
How strangely the Lord speaks to us through His Word to encourage
and to help us on our course to Zion. On Saturday last (about Sept.
7th) He gave me these words:"'Gentle Jesus, meek and mild;
Look upon a little child."
I used these words as a prayer. They just suited me. After breakfast I had a note from a lady to whom I had taken a volume of The
Gospel Standard, and enclosed in the note was a poem by Mr. W.
Wileman, headed" Gentle Jesus."
The Lord knew what was in the letter, and gave me the words
heforehand, and led me to use them in prayer.,
I have often had the text given me when going to service. I will
mention two instances. Twenty-eight years ago I had a great trouble,
and could not get rest at night. I opened the Bible at the foot of
my bed, and read on where it opened till I came to Job xiii. 15" Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." I told the Lord J
{lould not go further than this. I then returned to bed, and had rest.
The following evening I attended St. Mary-le-Port Church, and Job
xiii. 15 was tl).e Rev. J. Ormiston's text. I told him afterwards in
the Vestry. On another occasion on my way to Church this text was
given me: "Whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and
whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He justified, them
He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 30).
That was the Rev. J. Ormiston's text that evening. I have had
many such instances.
I was going up to a Bible Class I used to attend, forty years ago, at
St. Werburgh's, and had been reading Isaiah xxvii. 5, "Or let him
take hold of My strength, that he may make peace with Me, and he
shall make peace with Me." The Rector came that afternoon and that
was his text. I told the class that that had been my prayer before
{loming to the class.
I pass this on praying the dear Lord to help you in your very
helpful subjects in the Gospel Magazine.
Bristol.
JOHN T. PLENTY.

.
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,. DOING THE WILL OF GOD FROM THE HEART."
My young readers will find this expression in Eph. vi. 5, 6, 7. Thewords have a most interesting connection. You will see that the
Apostle Paul had been giving instructi0ns to all classes of peoplewives, husbands, children, fathers, and servants. Mterwards he·
speaks particularly to masters as to how they should treat theirservants. Then he advises servants to do their work" as unto Christ
. . . as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.'"
Many years ago we had occasion to remove from Barrow to Oldham,
and our maid could not accompany us because of the distance from
home. A Christian girl, a member of my Bible Class, called and
asked if I would take her as maid, though she had had no previous
training, having worked in a shop up to that time. She was twenty
years of age, and wanted experience in household matters in view of
marriage to a Christian young man in two or three years. I gladly
agreed, and she went with us. The first evening I noticed her Bibleopen on the kitchen table at Ephes. vi., and all the words about
8ervants underlined in red ink. This gave me great confidence in her,
which was fully justified all the time that she continued with us.
But now see what the Scriptures teach us about the will of God.
In this same Epistle (v. 17) we have the words, " understanding what
the will of the Lord is." The will of God means for us everything
that is good. It is so often referred to in times of sorrow and suffering
that we have got wrong ideas about it. In Rom. xii. 2, the will of
God is described as " good, and acceptable, and perfect."
The will of God is a pledge of eternal life. John vi. 40: "This is
the will . . . everlasting life." It is God's will that everyone who
believes in the Lord Jesus Christ may have eternal life. This begins
when the Holy Spirit convinces of sin, and leads to the sinner's.
Saviour and Friend. He Who begins the work will perform it. It is
His will that brings about the conversion of any sinner (John i. 12, 13,
and James i. 18). Think of the case of the Ethiopian eunuch, and alL
that the Lord set in motion to bring him to a knowledge of the Lord
Jesus Christ. In every case the same thing is true. People are led
to see that the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross in their stead. He
paid the full penalty. Their guilt has been fully atoned for by their·
Almighty Saviour.
The will of God may not be what we would choose. Some aretried greatly, but in every trial the believer has, the Lord of love·
and mercy is behind, and in His own marvellous way will cause all
things to work together for good. Our life must ever be in submission to the Lord's will, so that in time of trial, like the' Lord Jesus,.
our perfect Example, we may say, "Thy will be done."
It is the will of God that the believer should live a holy life--
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avoiding evil, and engaging in all that is good, living in reference to
God day by day (I Thess iv. 3). All the Lord's people are conscious
(If failure and are many times humbled because of this, but our aim
must be to live as in His sight.
The will of God provides for us not only all through the present
life, but see what is to be the glorious future. Heb. x. 36: "Ye have
need of patience that after ye have done the will of God, ye might
receive the promise." Each believer will be in his place. See what
the Lord Jesus says about this in John vi. 39. He tells His Father,
John xvii. 24: "Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given
Me, be with :Me where I am." So eternal blessedness is assured. Is
not the .will of God good ~
E.-A. H.
(

THE MATTER OF THE SERMON.

By

DR.

F. J.

HAMILTON.

WE turn now to the matter of the sermon, which is, as we have said,
much more important than the preacher's manner. No discourse can
be really useful which does not display the truth. It is easy to say
that one who has received the Divine commission should preach the
Word and nothing but the Word, that no fear or favour of men should
turn him aside from the great undertaking to which he is so solemnly
pledged. But, we may well ask, what is the actual fact ~ Were it
possible for an investigator to go from Church to Church throughout
the land, and listen to the messages severally delivered in them, what
would he find ~ Would he find that each and all were drawn entirely
from the Holy Scriptures and set forth some portion of revealed truth ~
Would he not rather find that many of them, though they were adorned
with a Scriptural text for their motto, were largely composed of
thoughts and quotations from the writings of men 1 Would he not
even find that in several instances the Bible was practically ignored
and human experience or philosophy set forth in its stead 1 And would
he not find that frequently some doctrine was delivered on the authority
of" the Church," and that appeal to the Word was necessarily omitted 1
We have reason to answer these questions in the affirmative, and to
believe that it would be so 1 Even in favoured England, with all its
privileges, we fear that there is a famine, " not a famine of bread, nor
a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord." And there
is one thing more which we are constrained to say. It too often happens
that ministers claiming to be Evangelical do not preach the full Gospel
of the grace of God. The great facts and doctrines of redemption,
and their application to individual sinners, do not receive the prominence which is undoubtedly their due and which is certainly needed.
The way of life is not expounded and displayed to seeking souls.
Sunday after Sunday these seekers may listen without hearing an
adequate explanation of how they may be saved from the wrath to
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come. Other: subjects occupy the little time available, and the central
theme is accorded merely a passing mention or crushed out altogether.
It may be pleaded as an excuse that people are so familiar with the
Gospel that its constant repetition would be superfluous and irksome.
But this is hardly true to fact. There is someone waiting for the
message of salvation, someone whom the preacher may be instrumental
in bringing to the Saviour, someone who will be, if only he is faithful,
:his joy and crown of rejoicing at t,he coming of the Lord.

{~rotefJtant

15eaCOR.

ROMAN CATHOLICS AND

PROTESTANTISM.

IRISH PRIMATE'S QUESTION.

TIR. D'ARCY, Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All Ireland, who
-presided at the annual meeting of the Synod of the Chmch of Ireland
for the Diocese of Armagh, yesterday replied to attacks made on
"Protestantism in certain newspapers in the South of Ireland.
He said that great demonstrations had been held in connection
with what was called" Catholic Emancipation." They could raise no
objection to any fitting commemoration, on the part of their Roman
Catholic fellow-countrymen, of the removal of those very serious
disabilities under which their ancestors laboured in the eighteenth
century. He was not able to find in the many public utterances of
representative members of the Roman Catholic Church at the recent
celebrations any grateful recognition of the fact that the abolition of
the old disabilities was the work of a Protestant nation and a Protestant
"Parliament. The fact was that the boon was given by a Protestant
people to their Roman Catholic fellow-countrymen. No instance
could be found in history in which a Government and people under
the control of the Roman Church 'had abolished its penal laws against
the Protestants and freely grante<l to them equal status in the sight
of the law.
He touched upon those controversial matters with the greatest
unwillingness, but, of la.te, certain organs of Roman Catholic opinion
in Southern Ireland had been adopting a tone which seemed to be
very like that of the old persecuting spirit. Certain it was that the
men who conferred the boon of "emancipation" trusted that the
.getting rid of grievances would lead to more kindly relations. He did
not believe that the Roman Catholic laity approved of certain recent
'utterances, and he would ask, "How can the people of Southern
Ireland expect the people of the North to respond to the frequent
exhortations to abolish the Boundary and join with the South while
-constant a.ttacks are being made upon their dearest convictions ~ ".The Times, Oct. 3rd.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
ON Tuesday, Sept. 10th, a successful Sale of Work, kindly opened by
Mrs. E. Carter, of Croydon, was held. Major-General Owen Hay
presided. The General Secretary explained the work and urged the
claims of the Institution.
On Oct. 1 a fairly well attended meeting was held in the schoolroom of St. Luke's, Leamington. The Incumbent, the Rev. H. R. H.
Hill, L.Th., presided, and gave some particulars of the year's work
by the Auxiliary. The Secretary addressed the meeting on the lines
upon which the work of the Society is carried on.
The Quarterly Record for October, besides containing a portrait
of Mr. J. Harrington, of Tunbridge Wells, gives particulars of various
phases of work. A copy will be sent free to any friend on application.
For some years past several friends have assisted the funds by
having special Christmas collecting cards and using them at that
season. The Secretary will be glad to hear from any young friends
who would be willing to help in this way.
The Committee would welcome fresh subscribers to aid them in
ministering to the necessities of the aged saints.

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC FOR 1930. 64 pages. Price 2d.,
or bound in cloth 9d. Postage extra. (Church Association,
13 and 14, Buckingham Street, London, W.C.2.)
This is the forty-second issue of this excellent and handy Almanac.
All who have used it in the past will feel their need of it again. It
is specially useful for the reading-desk, as it contains all the Sunday
lessons. Preb. Hinde has written a spiritual foreword, and there is
a large amount of information of a Protestant character. The front
page has a portrait of the King, and the last page has a picture of
Weston Favell Church.
SURETYSHIP: HUMAN and DIVINE. Pp. 16. Price 3d.
THE THINGS CONTAINED IN THE ARK OF THE COVENANT. Pp. 32.
Price 3d.
CAST AWAY FROM SALVATION OR DISAPPROVED IN SERVICE? Pp. 20.
Price 3d.
The above three attractively-printed pamphlets are all from the able
pen of the late Dr. C. Y. Biss, of Harley Street. They have recently
been reprinted. We read them years ago, and can warmly recommend
them as containing clear and helpful teaching from one who was deeply
instructed in the things of God.
" STRIVE TO ENTER IN AT THE STRAIT GATE" is an excellent booklet
by the same author. Price Id.
All may be had from G. H. Fromow, 10, Whitehall Gardens,
Chiswick, London, W.4.

