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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfor~ wherewith we onrselve.:; are comforted of God."-2 CORIXTH!ANS i. 4.

LOVED WITH AN' EVERLASTING LOVE.
" Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love."-JEREMIAH xxxi. 3.

HERE is a precious assurance for the family of GOD. JEHOVAH
is the speaker, and He it is Who assures His people that He has
loved them wjth an everlastmg love. It is true that the words
are addressed in the first instance to GOD'S people Israel (see verses
1-4). The LORD intended to assure them that He had loved them
in the times of old, that He loved them still, and that He ,,'ould
go on loving them for ever. Hi~ gracious purposes of mercy
promised to them in this whole chapter clearly indicated that His
love to them was of an abiding and enduring character.
But there can be no doubt that. the words are also addressed to
all the Israel of GOD. They are spoken to the Church of which
the people of Israel were a type. Frequently in the New Testament
promises given in the first instance to the people of Israel are
regarded as spoken to the Church of GOD, composed of all believers,
whether Jew or Gentile (see 2 Corinthians vi. 16 compared with
Leviticus ::LXvi, 12 for one example of this).
These precious words then are addressed to all the members of
the LORD'S redeemed family. Whatever may be true of their
love, however cold and faint it may be, it is undoubtedly and
.abidingly true that the LORD has loved the members of His family
with an everlasting love.
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Let us then make the love of GOD for His people the subject of
our meditation, and may that SPffiIT Who cries Abba, FATHER,
in our hearts enable us to meditate profitably and helpfully upon
this happy theme.
1. First, then,observe that JEHOVAH'S love for His ]Jeople is ~d1Olly
unmerited and undeserved.
This was true of the people of Israel. To them Moses said,
"Thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy GOD: the LORD thy
GOD hath chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself
above all people that are upon the face of the earth." But
notice that he adds, "The LORD did not set His love upon
you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than
any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: but because
the LORD loved you." That is to say, the LORD did not love
them because of anything that was true of them. It was not
because they were a very numerous people. They were really
at first a people few and insignificant. vVhy then did He love
them ~ It was because He chose to do so. The reason was in
'. Himself. He in the exercise of His soyereign will loved and chose·
them, apart from anything in themseh-es, to be .; a special people
unto Himself."
There was nothing lovable or beautiful in their character. :Moses
described them as a stiffnecked people. He impressed upon them
the great truth that their permission to go in and possess the
promised land was not for any righteousness of their own. "Understand therefore, that the LORD thy GOD giveth thee not this good
land to possess it for thy righteousness; fm' thou aTt et stifjnecked
people." Again he says, "Ye have been rebellious against the
LORD from the day that I knew you" (Deut. ix. 6, 2-1:). Moses
had not a good word to say of them. He could give no testimonial
as to the goodness of their character. Yet the LORD had set His
love upon them. And are we, dear children of God, any better
than they ~ Can we say that GOD'S love to us is due to something'
lovable about us or in us ~ Surely not. It is certainly true that
He does love us, and that He has loved us from eternal time".
As the outcome of that love we have been blessed with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in CHRIST. He chose us in Him before
the foundation of the world, "having predestinated us unto the
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adoption of children by JESUS CHRIST to Himself, according to
the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace,
wherein He hath made us accepted in the BELOVED. In Whom
we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of His grace" (Ephes. i. 5-7).
All this is the outcome of His love to us. But it is clear beyond
the shadow of a doubt that we are wholly unworthy of His love.
By nature we were dead to Him in trespasses and sins. We walked
under the influence of the prince of the power of the air. We
,"ere" children of disobedience." Disobedience to His commands
was our distinguishing mark. Instead of obeying His holy will,
we fulfilled "the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were
by nature the children of wrath, even as others." Not a good
word could be said of us. " But "-note this, ye children of GoD
-" But GoD, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith
He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with CHRIST, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised
us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in
CHRIST JESUS: that in the ages to come He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through CHRIST
J" ESUS. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not
.of yourselves: it is the gift of GOD: not of works, lest any man
should boast." (Eph. ii. 1-9.) Thus all boasting and self-righteousness are excluded, and we have to fall at His feet and adore Him
for His eternal love in choosing, redeeming, regenerating, and
saving us, although we deserved to be cast into a never-ending hell.

~With

"He loved me not for my desert;
(I merited His hate ;)
Nor shall the love a period know,
Which never knew a date."
(Toplady.)
Watts we have reason to say" Oh! for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The SAVIOUR'S praises speak."

2. Secondly, let us 1wte that JEHOVAH'S love to His people is
rlcdeeming love.
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It ,vas redeeming love which led JEHOVAH to come down to'
deliver His people Israel from the bondage of Egypt. He heard
their groaning, He looked upon them in pity, and He had respect
unto them. Hence He said to Moses, "I have surely seen the
affiiction of My people which are in Egypt, and have heard their
cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;
and I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land
and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey." (Exod. ii.
23-25; iii. 7, 8.)
In like manner JEHOVAH saw His people whom He had chosen
in CHRIST in the bondage of sin and of Satan, and He came down
in the person of His SON to redeem them from the curse of the
law, and to bring them by His grace and power to the heavenly
inheritance. "Herein is love, not that we loved GoD, but that
He loved us, and sent His SON to be the propitiation for our sins"
(1 John iv. 10).
Let us ever thankfully remember that we have redemption
through CHRIST'S blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of Divine grace. It will be because "e are washeil and
made white in the blood of the LAMB that we shall eventuall:stand before the throne of GOD in heaven.
Not only so, but GOD'S love provided and sent His SPIRIT into,
our hearts to bestow upon us, and to cause us to experience, the
great blessings of redemption. Apart from the SPIRIT'S operations
we should still be dead in our sins, and wholly indifferent to the
blessings of redeeming love. Through the SPIRIT'S power, hO\yever,
we have been regenerated, sanctified, and justified, and through
that same power we are being enabled in some small measure to'
bring forth fruit unto GOD.
We can never fully know the length and breadth, and the height
and depth of that Divine love which has redeemed us from the
pit of hell, and which will eventually exalt us to the heights of
heaven.
3. Thirdly, let us note that JEHOVAH'S love to His people is allcomprehensive and extensive.
It extends to all the needs and circumstances of His people_
There is nothing which we need which His love does not supply_
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When the people of Israel came out of Egypt they needed three
things ere they entered the promised land.
(1) They needed guidance. This was granted them and was an
evidence of Divine love. "The LORD went before them by day
in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a
pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night." All
through their wilderness experiences He was their Guide. "He
took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor tbe pillar of fire
by night, from before the people" (Exod. xiii. 21, 22). He led
them forth by the right way.
(2) They needed provision. They were a company of at least
two million people. During the long period of their wanderings
they needed bread to eat and water to drink. GOD wonderfully
supplied these things. They" did eat manna forty years, until
they came to a land inhabited; they did eat manna, until they
came unto the borders of the land of Canaan" (Exod. xvi. 35).
Moreover, they were continually suppplied with water from the
rock. "He clave the rocks in the wilderness, and gave them drink
as out of the great depths. He brought streams also out of the
rock, and caused waters to run down like rivers" (Ps.lxxviii. 15, 16).
(3) They needed protection. The LORD fought for them and
gave them victory over the Amalekites.
These three blessings are the portion of GOD'S people to-day.
The LORD directs their paths, He supplies all their needs, and He
enables them to be victorious over their spiritual enemies. As
the outcome of His everlasting love-guidance, provision, and
protection are their portion. Thei can say with the apostle, "He
that spared not His own SON, but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things ~ " (Rom.
viii. 32). Truly His love is all-comprehensive.
'1. Fourthly, GOD'S love to His people is an eternal, abiding, and
an endur'ing love.
Before the foundation of the world He chose them in CHRIST.
According to His own purpose and grace given them in CHRIST
before the world began He saved and called them (see Eph. i. 4;
2 Tim. i. 9).
His love to them had no beginning, and it will have no ending.
Nothing can separate them from the love of GOD.
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His love for them is like Himself, everlasting. He is " the everlasting GOD" (Isa. xl. 28; Rom. xvi. 26). From everlasting to
everlasting He is GOD (see Ps. xc. 2), and from everlasting to everlasting His love to His people has been felt, and will be demonstrated.
Underneath them are" the everlasting arms" (Deut. xxxiii. 27).
"His mercy is everlasting" (Ps. c. 5; ciii. 17). His kindness is
everlasting. "With everlasting kindness," He says, "will I have
mercy upon thee" (Isa. liv. 8). We may forget Him, but He will
not forget us. Our love to Him may get cold and faint. His
love to His people will be abidingly the same, and the more we
realize it the more must we take shame to ourselves that our love
is so poor and feeble.
5. Lastly, GOD'S love to His people is a glorifying and a crowning
love.

His love to His people not only led Him to bring them out of
Egypt, but to bring them into Canaan. He came down to deliver
them and to bring them out of Egypt unto a land flowing with
milk and honey. So our Covenant GOD has called us to His eternal
glory by CHRIST JESUS. We are amongst the many sons whom
He will bring to glory. His dear SON, the Angel of the Covenant,
is coming back to receive us unto Himself, that where He is, there
we shall be also. It is His purpose that we shall behold His glory.
We are predestinated not only to be called and justified, but also
to be glorified. To be glorified together with CHRIST is to be our
portion. The promise is, "When CHRIST, ,Vho is our life, shall
appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory" (Col. iii. 4).
We can therefore, through His infinite mercy, "rejoice in hope
of the glory of GoD."
Reader, canst thou say that the love of GoD has been shed
abroad in thy heart by the HOLY GHOST which is given thee ~
If so, what an unspeakable mercy it is if thou canst hear Him saying
to thee, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love."
" 0 my LORD, how great the wonders
Thy rich grace has wrought for me.
On Thy love my spirit ponders,
Praising, magnifying Thee;
Hallelujah!
To the great ETERNAL THREE!
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" He has all my sins forgiven,
Paid my debt and set me freeVanquished hell, and opened heaven,
And prepared a place for me ;
My Redeemer
Loved me from eternity."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

NAPLES MIRACLE OF ST. JANUARIUS.
"THE miracle of the Liquefaction of the Blood of Saint Januarius,
which occurs twice a year at Naples (of which town he is patron saint),
was repeated this morning amidst scenes of frenzied excitement, in the
densely-crowded cathedral. The population are particularly nervous
at present in view of the earthquakes and eruptions which have taken
place this year in Italy, and were afraid that the miracle might fail
to happen and thus portend some evil fate for the city.
" At 9.40 the officiating bishop made a sign that the blood had
liquefied, and the multitude burst into irrepressible yells of exultation,
which quickly passed beyond the church into the city and the port.
The Neapolitans are now convinced that no catastrophe will visit
their city this year, and many thousands have visited the cathedral
to-day to kiss the silver statue."_Daily Telegmph, Saturday, Sept.
20th, 1930.
Januarius, we learn, " was Bishop of Benevento in the third century,
.and suffered martyrdom under Diocletian A.D. 305. His anniversary
was Sept. 19th, on which day two phials of his blood, preserved in
the Cathedral of Naples, are supposed to possess the miraculous
po wer of liquefaction and are carried in procession."-Pears' Cyclopmdia.
This is Romanism! (EDITOR).
HE GIVETH -MORE GRACE.
HE giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater,
He sendeth more strength when the labours increase,
To added affliction He addeth His mercy,
To multiplied trials, His multiplied peace.
\Vhen we have exhausted our store of endurance,
When our strength has failed ere the day is half done,
~When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,
Our Father's full giving is only begun.
His love has no limit, His grace has no measure,
His power no boundary known unto men,
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus
He giveth and giveth and giveth again.
-AFica Inland Mission.
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"THE WAY OF HOLINESS."

" And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called
The way of holiness,. the 1lnclean shall not pass over it,. but
it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not
er', therein."-IsAIAH xxxv. 8.
THE way of which the prophet here speaks is the way in which the
redeemed walk. "The redeemed shall walk there" (verse 9). It
is the way to Zion. "The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and
come to Zion" (verse 10).
No doubt the prophecy has a primary reference to God's ancient
people whom He redeemed from the bondage of Egypt, and it
points forward to a future period of blessing for the chosen nation.
But Zion and Jerusalem are typical of the heavenly Jerusalem,
as we read in the Epistle to the Hebrews, chapter xii. 22: "Ye
are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem."
The way therefore to the literal Zion is typical of the way to
the heavenly Zion. With this thought in our minds, we propose
to endeavour to interpret the passage we have selected for these
"Wayside Notes."
" The way of holiness" is our theme. Let us meditate upon it
in dependence on the Holy Spirit's teaching and power.
1. First, notice that it is a Divinely appointed way.
The Lord by the prophet says; "An highway shall be there.':
It is not merely a way the need of which is felt but which was
way which the Lord says "shall be
never provided, but it is
there." It was His eternal purpose to make a highway to the
heavenly Zion upon which travellers could journey. In reference
to the literal Israel the Lord says, "There shall be an highway for
the remnant of His people" (Isa. xi. 16). In like manner it was
His purpose that there should be a way for His people to the
heavenly Zion. There was to be a highway for the coming of
Christ: "Make straight in the desert a highway for our God."
There will be a highway for Israel. " Prepare ye the way of the
people; cast up, cast up the highway" (Isa. xl. 3; lxii. 10). It
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"'as God's gracious purpose also to prepare a highway by which
His elect people should reach their heavenly dwelling place. That
highway is Christ; and He was sent by the Father that He might
be the pathway to heaven for all His people. He says, "I am
the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by Me" (John xiv. 6).
This is the only way to the heavenly Zion. Only by Him, and
through His blood and righteousness, can we have access to the
Father now, and entrance into His presence hereafter.
This way is "the way of holiness," because Christ the Way is
the holy One. He has been sanctified and set apart by the Father
to be the only way to the celestial city.
In rich grace and mercy God has looked upon His chosen people,
and provided for them a way by which they shall reach heaven.
Happy are they whose feet are walking in this way. Blessed are
they who are trusting only in Christ's merits as the only way t(}
heavenly blessedness.
" Jesus, my all, to heaven is gone,
He Whom I fixed my bopes upon,
His track I see, and I'll pursue
The narrow way, till Him I view.
"The way that holY prophets went,
The road that leads from banishment,
The King's high'ay of holiness,
I'll go, for all His paths are peace."
2. Secondly, notice that it is the way for the redeemed.

We read that" the redeemed sliall walk there" (verse 9). Christ
is both the Way and the Redeemer. He has redeemed His people
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for them. He has
redeemed them with His precious blood. He gave His life a ransom
for them. Thus He has secured their eternal deliverance from
merited punishment, and according to the riches of His grace they
have "redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins."
Now it is the redeemed who shall walk in the way of holiness.
"The redeemed shall walk there." "All that the Father giveth
Me shall come to Me" (John vi. 37), Christ says. For all the sheep
given to Him Christ laid down His life, and they shall all hear His
vo·i.ce and be blessed by Him with eternal life (see John x. 15, ] 6,
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27, 28). Hence all the redeemed shall be quickened, and shall
be led to walk in the way of holiness. The Redeemer shall see
{)f the travail of His soul, and the whole purchase of His blood
.shall walk in the way that leads to the heavenly Zion. Not one
redeemed sheep shall be missing from the fold. The great Shepherd
would not be content if only one were missing. All others, except
the reedemed, walk in the broad way.
3. Thirdly, the way of holiness is the way for the sanctified.

"The unclean shall not pass over it." At the very beginning
{)f this way there is a fountain at which all travellers have to wash.
That fountain is the fountain of Christ's blood which cleanses
from all sin those who wash therein. He washes them from their
sins in His own blood. He washes them and they become" whiter
than snow." All who walk in the way of holiness are washed,
sanctified, and justified" in the name of the Lord Jesus and by
the Spirit of our God." They are sanctified by the blood of Christ,
and by His Spirit. They are separated from the world by thesanctifying, regenerating, and justifying operations of the Spirit
(see 1 Cor. vi. 11; Heb. xiii. 12). As nothing that defileth shall
enter the heavenly Jerusalem, so nothing that is unclean shall
walk in the way thither. Those who are strangers to the sanctifying and justifying operations of the Spirit are not found walking
in the way of holiness.
4. Fourthly, the way of holiness is a way from whwh the redeemed
",hcdl neve'I" fully wander.

"The wayfaring men (the travellers), though fools, shall not
err therein." They shall not wander or go astray therein. God
has been pleased to hide spiritual truths from the wise and prudent
and to reveal them lmto babes. Not many wise, noble, or mighty
are called. The Lord's chosen ones are amongst the foolish, the
weak, the base, the despised; but though the travellers in the way
of holiness are regarded as fools by the world, they are wise unto
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus (see Matt. xi. 25; 1 Cor. i.
26-28). They are walking in the way which is associated with
peace, joy, and real prosperity. Nor shall they ever wander fully
from this way. In spite of falls and failures the Lord will keep
them in the way-the right way. He will preserve them unto His
heavenly kingdom.
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5. Fifthly. the way of holiness is a way in which the travellers are
cheered by the Divine presence.
The marginal rendering of the words, " but it shall be for those"
is "for He shall be with them."
This "as true when the Lord's people set out in the way to the
promised land. "The Lord went before them by day in a pillar
of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire,
to give them light; to go by day and night" (Exod. xiii. 21).
This is true now. "He (Jehovah) shall be with them." He
hath assured them that He will never leave them nor forsake them.
They can therefore count upon His constant presence. They
are continually cheered by the realization that He is with them
always. He is with them to comfort, to strengthen, to uphold,
to keep, and to guide.
6. S~xthly, the way ot holiness is a sate tcay.
"No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go ul,}
thereon, it shall not be found there" (verse 9). Only God's people
walk in this way. All others are trespassers.
The devil as a roaring lion may temporarily enter the path to,
attempt to devour the travellers to Zion, but the Lord of the way
will defend them, and hence that wicked one toucheth them not,
so as to do them any permanent damage (see 1 John v. 18). No
weapon formed against them shall prosper. They are always
secure from permanent harm. They are "kept by the power of
God through faith."
7. Finally, the way of holiness is a way which issues in everlasting

JOy.
" The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with
songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away." The
ransomed are "the ransomed of the Lord." He redeemed them.
Such shall return, and come to the heavenly Zion. Then they
shall obtain fulness of joy and pleasures for evermore. Are we,
dear readers, travelling in this way 1
" No stranger may proceed therein,
No lover of the world and sin;
Wayfaring men, to Canaan bound,
Shall only in the way be found."
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If through grace we are in tills way we shall be ready to say : "Now will I tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour I have found;
I'll point to Thy redeeming blood,
And say, 'BehGlcJ the way to God.' "
(John Cenniclc.)
I

Whitington Vicamge,
Stoke Fer'ry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

"OPEN THY MOUTH WIDE."
LET us look at the latter part of the tenth verse of Psalm lxxxi. :
" Open thy mouth wide, and I wiIi fill it." This means, "Call upon
Yre, pray, bring your cases to Me."
There are reasons for this command; and the first is in the relat'io/lship. How good and how proper it is for a child of God to come to
his heavenly Father. Wanting bread, he must go to his Father;
needing protection, he must go to his Father; seeking help, he must
seek it at the hand of his Father. The relationship constitutes a
good reason for this word, " Open thy mouth." You do not go to a
stranger when you go to God, Who has adopted you into His family;
you do not go to one who knows nothing about you and who could say
to you, " I never knew you." 'Vhat a mercy it is that we can go to
Him as One Whom in some very small measure we know, and Who has
known us in our adversities! Said the psalmist, " Thou hast known
my soul in adversity." The relationship is a good, a great, a gracious
ineffable reason for this Divine word spoken to a sinner, " Open thy
mouth." Needs will always be with us, necessity is written in our
nature, dependence is in the warp and woof of our being. We shall
never get beyond need, r:ever get away from dependence. There will
be no independent creature in heav:en, no independent creature in hel1.
,Vho can meet all the needs of a creature but the Creator? and who
can meet all the needs of an adopted son but the Father of that son?
So may we have faith to use this reason to take advantage of this
relationship. "If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father giye
good things, the Holy Spirit, to them that ask Him?" "But let him
ask in faith," says James. Let him go to his Father in faith, and ask
Him to give him those things which he urgently needs; daily, hourly,
and every moment, needs.
J. K. POPHAlIL
" RATHER than be re-united with the idolatrous Church of Rome, I
would willingly see my own beloved Church peri!:h and go to pieces."Bishop J. C. Ryle.
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l8ilgrtm lllapers.
WELLSPRINGS.
But Da1Jid pursued, he mu/, four hundred men: for two hundred abode
behind, which were so faint that they could not go over the brook
Besor."-l SAMUEL xxx. 10.
. « Kings of armies did flee apace: and she that tarried at home divided
the spoil."-PSALM lxviii. 12.
OF what a strange mixture were David's followers composed! ,.ye
.know how to his hiding place in the cave Adullam "everyone that
was in distress, and everyone that was in debt, and everyone that
was discontented, gathered themselves unto him; and he became a
captain over them" (1 Sam. xxii. 2). TilCn too there was the tenderlycared-for Mephibosheth, lame in both his feet: the aged Barzillai and
so on, whilst here in our text we read of " two hundred" out of his
six hundred-a small army at best-who were" too faint" to go forward
with the rest, but must tarry behind by the stuff; no fighting, only
just resting in their weakness. What wisdom, patience, tact, and
loving consideration did their captain ever exeI"cise toward them and
their distresses, debts, and discontentment, and although in himself
., weak though accounted king," as he said on one occasion, yet he
ever" encouraged himself in the Lord h.i"s God," and" grew great" and
"waxed stronger" in spite of all his reverses. The secret of his
strength and of ours is the "dear Refuge of our weary souls." "I
am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me," was the language
{)f the Psalmist, and he knew that life and strength and encouragement
were to be found only in Him Who was his light and sf.1h·ation.
Speaking of the many conflicts and difficulties David had, we note
that, in spite of them all, "David encouraged himself in the Lord his
God," and the thought of his heart may have been expressed in the
Psalms at this very time with the Amalekites before him, his faint
.and weary ones left behind, and his " four hundred" followers needing
.all the courage, wisdom, and patience he could command. Said their
king to his own heart, "Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul ~ and
why art thou disquieted in me ~ hope thou in God: for I shall yet
praise Him for the help of His countenance." And," what time I am.
afraid I will trust in Thee." Is that the language of your heart, dear
tried and harassed child of God, and do you thus, under the mo t
-adverse circumstances, like David, "encourage yourself in the Lord
your God "~ It is well with your soul, if so, and glorifying to your
. God. May the Lord ever keep us from the spirit of fretting or murmuring against His gracious will and dealings!
Our subject is a deeply interesting and instructive one: David's
pursuing the Amalekites, who had invaded, smitten, and burned
Ziklag. With heavenly wisdom granted him to seek Divine guidance,
David inquires of the Lord as to whether he shall go up, and receives
his orders to pursue. Thus he sets forth encouraged in the Lord, aml
«
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looking to Diyine strength, with his six hundred men. But when they
get as far ~.s Brook Besor, two hundred of these fail him in their faintness
;nd weariness. We shall allude to this later. David, having sought
heavenly counsel, received his commission and still goes forward,
undeterred that his all too small army is weakened by the necessity of
leaving two hundred of them behind. But his God has all things at
His command and His servants and instruments are everywhere.
Through the unlikely instrumentality of an Egyptian whom David
revived with bread and water and ordinary kindness, he is led to the
enemy's camp; finds them at a time of careless ease and exultancy
over their ill-gotten prey; and David smites them and recovers all.
" David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away . . . there
was nothing lacking to them . . . David recovered all . . . and they
said, This is David's spoil."
And then the unhappy, selfish, discontented spirit in the four hundred
who had been out to battle asserts itself. But David always" stuck
unto the testimonies" of his God. He had heavenly wisdom granted
him so to do, so that when these" wicked men and men of Belial of
those that went with David said, Because they went not with us, we
will not give them ought of the spoil that we have recovered, save
to every man his wife and children, that they may lead them away,
and depart," David answers them by the law and testimony. We
refer to Numbers xxxi. 25, and we read how" The Lord spake unto
Moses, saying, Take the sum of the prey that was taken, both of man
and of beast, thou, and Eleazar the priest, and the chief fathers
of the congregation: and divide the prey into two parts; between
them that took the war upon them, who went out to battle, and between
all the congregation," etc. And so David settles the d.i.spute by the
Divine law, "as his part is that goeth down to the battle, so shall
his part be that tarrieth by the stuff: they shall part alike," which
gives me the sweet and acceptable thought that those who went forth
to the fight on "active service," as we call it, and won the battle
apparently, were to share alike with those who of necessity" tarried
behind" and were designated" the .congregation." These faint and
weary ones were at Besor and were doubtless occupied in praying and
praising; asking that their loved captain might have the help and
wisdom he needed, and praising God as they recalled all past favours
and deliverances. So they share alike. There is Divine equality: no
favouritism in our King's army, but nothing lacking from the least
to the greatest; and all at best confessing in truth that they are but
unprofitable servants. Thus, dear reader, if any of you as you read
this are laid low and made to tarry behind, being shut off from former
activities, remember what a blessed truth our subject enforces, and
that even as you are" too faint" to go forward, you are learning that
hardest of all lessons to nature, to be still; yet your heart may be
beating more ardently in prayer and praise and you will lack nothing.
" She that tarried at home divided the spoil." Said Jesus to His
humble followers sent forth so unostentatiously, with no scrip, nor
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purse, nor reserve, " Lacked ye anything 1 and they answered, nothing,
Lord." And He spoke an equally precious truth to Mary who sat at
His feet whilst Martha was cumbered with much serving: " And Mary
hath chosen that good part which shall not be taken away from her."
There are numerous cases of weak and weary ones given in the
precious Scripture for our comfort. What pathos is there in those
words, " And David waxed faint" (2 Sam. xxi. 15), and his enemy,
the son of a giant, with his weighted spear and new sword, "thought
to have slain him," but the king was" succoured" by Abishai; and
his people tell him, "Thou shalt go no more out with us to battle,
that thou quench not the light of Israel." The king's life was precious
unto his subjects, and the horn of David was" to bud" and" a lamp
was ordained for God's anointed," and therefore his life was to be
preserved, whilst his enemies were to be " clothed with shame." And
have we not comfort as we read the words of the Divine and allcompassionate Son of Man, Who dealt so tenderly, so graciously, and
so lovingly with the multitude when He said, " I have compassion on
the multitude, because they continue with Me now three days, and
have nothing to eat: and I will not send them away fasting, lest
they faint in the way" (Matt. xv. 32). Also on another occasion,
" when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion on
them, because they fainted [mm:qin, were tired and lay down], and
were scattered abroad as sheep having no shepherd" (Matt. ix. 36).
And not to enlarge upon the many instances we find, we think of
the spiritual faintness which is so liable to overtake the living family
in Zion, who like David, of whom we have been speaking, "had fainted
unless they had believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the land
of the living."
And so we need the exhortation which the Galatian brethren received
from the apostle, " A.nd let us not be wear:' in well doing," as also
to think of his self-renouncing desire that his Ephesian brethren" faint
not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory." It is when yOll
and I look around, or look down upon the billows at our feet and the
trials which beset our path, and the .afflictions laid upon us, that we
begin to feel their turbulence, irksomeness, or bitterness. But the
gracious and all-potent antidote to that is found in the apostle's
exhortation to the Hebrew Christians, " Wherefore, seeing we also are
compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us
run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus."
Ob, that is the all-effectual remedy for our trials, weakness, weariness,
and pain. Looks to and from Jesus have lost none of their charm,
but His people prove the all-prevailing blessedness of them, and seek
increasingly that wh.ilst they shall get all the good out of the affliction
which the all-wise Physician has put in it for them, they may glorify
their God with the spirit of praise and be preserved from fretting and
chafing against the Lord. One has truly said, " Sanctified afflictions
are spiritual promotions," whilst that man of God and giant in the
32
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faith of His elect-the late George Muller-said, " The temptation is
lest we flag, lest we grow weary. Ah! but the angels are looking on,
and the devils are looking on, and the eyes of the world are looking
on; therefore, beloved in Christ, let it be our prayerful, earnest desire
to finish our course with joy, lest Satan, whose vigilance never ceases,
get the advantage over us in our weakness; but let us remember that
we are not our own, having been bought with such a price, and therefore none of us liveth unto himself, nor dieth unto himself." You,
who are among the weak and suffering ones of Christ's mystical body,
take courage from this lesson we have been learning at Brook Besor,
and think how, if David their leader treated them with such tender
thoughtfulness and kindness and fairness, how much more does your
heavenly King think upon and deal with you who are compelled to
tarry at home and suffer, instead of, as has been your happy privilege
for long years, to meet with those fellow-believers and worship in the
house of prayer. You are still, though not visibly, a member of that
great congregation which shall never break up. You still prove that
you lack nothing; that your soul is fed and nourished and sustained,
and tkt Jesus is your living Bread, above and beyond all the means
of grace, dearly as you have loved and prized them in days gone by.
The prayer of faith may oft-times be ascending from the Lord's hidden
ones, not only for themselves but for their pastor and his people, that
they may be greatly enriched in the Gospel field and gather many
aihandful of purpose. You remember how tenderly the Apostle Paul
wrote of his companion Epaphroditus when "he was sick and nigh
unto death," and how the Lord spared him to the apostle and to the
Church at Philippi lest Paul" should have sorrow upon sorrow," as
he writes, showing the intensity of his love to his fellow-labourer.
Take heart of courage, then, dear child of God" Weak as you are, you shall not faint,
Or fainting shall not die;
Jesus. the strength of every saint,
Wjll aid thee from on high."
You will prove the truth of the Divine promise to be kept "in
perfect peace," as the mind is stayed upon Jehovah-Jesus, your
everlasting Strength, and learn the blessed secret of how when you
are weak, then you are strong, and enter into the gracious privilege of
bearing others who have gone out to battle with life's difficulties upon
your heart at the throne of grace, although you are made to "tarry
behind" at Brook Besor! "Lord, he whom Thou lovest is sick," rings
down through all the ages of the Church of Christ and has lost none
of its potency, for the heart of Jesus is " the same yesterday and to-day
and for ever"! And" He careth for you."
ffiSome of us love those lines of Charles Wesley's and can enter into
them experimentally :"What though my shrinking flesh complain,
And murmur to contend so long?
I rise superior to my pain."
R.
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anlJ Notes; of Sermons;.

TRUE NOBILITY.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE
Ho~. AXD RIGHT REV. SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, D.D.,
LORD BISHOP OF CARLISLE.
-, And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night
unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.
These were more noble than tlwse in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so. Therefore many of them
believed,. also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of
men, not a few."-AcTs xvii. 10-12.
1 HAVE selected this passage for our consideration to-day, because it
·contains the answer to a question which may very possibly have been
-suggested by my previous discourse.
You will remember that, on that occasion, we very fully examined
those memorable words of St. Peter, recorded in the sixth chapter
of St. John's Gospel. "Will ye also go away? "-was the searching
inquiry of the Master. "Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast
the words of eternal life," was the loyal response of His servant.
Now I can well imagine that, in some minds at It-ast, thoughts like
these may have arisen: "The decision of St. Peter, and his brethren
the apostles with him, was easily and safely made. In that portion
·of their reply which the preacher did not unfold-in the words, ' we
believe and are sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living
God,'-they recognized the visible presence of an infallible guide~
Their duty then was at once clearly discerned, and readily performed.
They had but to cleave to Him with purpose of heart, W"'no was the
way, the truth, and the life. But what are we to do? Opinions
.are not less numerous, not less contradictory, than they were in the
days of old-the solicitations of their respective partisans are not less
importunate: to whom shall we go ? . Where shall we find an infallible
director ?-an arbiter whose decisions shall be ratified by the God of
truth Himself? "
The answer, my brethren, to this most reasonable, most urgent,
most vital question, is embodied in my text: "And the brethren
immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who
<:oming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were
more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether
those things were so."
1. Let me begin by expanding the recm·d of those spiritual achievements, by which the Bereans won these letters patent of High Nobility.
II. I will afterwards point out how we may attain to a like saving
dignity.
And do you, my brethren, plead that both to preacher and hearers
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may be given that singleness of eye, without which the light that.
is in u- will be but darkness.
My first duty is to expand the 1'ecord of those spi11,tual achievements,
by ~lJhich the Bereans won these lette1's patent of High Nobility.
Herein consider what searchings of heart there must needs haye
been at Berea on the coming of St. Paul.
The Jews of Berea-for it is of them that my text speaks-were,
in that place, the long established, the only representatives of true
religion. Settling down for purposes of commerce, in the midst of a
heathen population, they had, after the invariable practice of their'
nation, built them a synagogue. There, as each Sabbath came round,
the solemn Liturgy and the appointed lessons were, from time to·
time, succeeded by the word of exhortation.
Many, doubtless, of the Gentiles, among whom they dwelt, had
recognized the Divine origin of the creed thus presented to their notice,.
and had, as proselytes, enrolled themselves among the children of the'
stock of Abraham, joining with them in the weekly services of the
city of their birth, and going up with them from year to year to
Jerusalem, to worship in the assembly of devout men of every nation
under heaven.
The united body was thus the very centre of light and truth, in
the midst of darkness and error. Nor can we doubt that, like their
brethren at Rome, they fully appreciated the singular dignity of their
position.
" Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest
thy boast of God, and knowest His will, and approYest the things that
are more excellent, being instructed out of the law; and art confident
that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are
in darkness, an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes'"
(Rom. ii. 17-20).
Now picture to yourselves the stir which must have arisen in a
community like this at the preaching of St. Pau!. We need not to
speak of a bodily presence which the enemy pronounced to be weak,.
of a speech which he affirmed to be contemptible. Nor is the fact
important that the apostle had no certain dwelling-place, and laboured,
working with his hands. Nor again is it necessary to remind you
that it was under circumstances of peculiar suspicion that he came to
Berea, escaping by night from the indignant wrath of his countrymen
at Thessalonica. 'Ne need not, I say, to dwell upon these matters
of a more personal character; apart from them there was more than
enough in the name which he bore, and the doctrine which he preached,.
to excite an immediate opposition.
As to his name, he was a Christian; and what was the universal.
estimation in which a Christian 'was held 1 "As concerning this sect,
we know that everywhere it is spoken against" (Acts xxviii. 22).
As to his doctrine, was it not generally believed, even among his
fellow-disciples, that he taught "all the Jews which are among the
Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise-
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-their children, neither to walk after the customs" (Acts xxi. 21) ?
Nor did his actual discourse dissipate these fears. True, he was
<(larnest, eloquent, devout; true, he constantly appealed to the law
;and the prophets; true, the tidings he brought must have been as
-cold waters to many a thirsty soul; for to hearts weary and heavy
laden with accumulated guilt-to hearts painfully conscious that
no ritual, no ceremonial, no moral observances could take away sinhe proclaimed the good news, "that through this Man is preached
unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by him all that believe are
justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the
law of Moses" (Acts xiii. 38, 39).
Still, they were strange things which he brought to their ears. He
-did not indeed for one moment impugn the authority of their lawgiver; he did not for one moment speak irreverently of Jerusalem,
·or of that holy and beautiful house in which their fathers worshipped;
but he did put forth such claims on behalf of Jesus of Nazareth as,
if true, must cause that lawgiver to retire, even as the servant of the
house before its master; yes, and must substitute for the local and
.sacrificial worship of the holy city a spiritual service without distinction
·of nation or plaee.
Great, surely, must have been the searchings of heart at Berea.
'The more unfeignedly devout the hearer, the more agonizing would be
the seeming conflict between the ancient rights of Moses and the
recent claims of Jesus.
Now notice the manner in which these anxieties were soothed,
.:and these doubtt resolved :" These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things ,,-ere so. Therefore many of them
believed."
There are seYeral particulars here worthy of your thoughtful
.consideration.
" They received the word with all readiness of mind"; 'that is,
they gave audience-attentive audience, repeated audience-to the
preacher. Every recurring day of rest found them present among
the thronging crowds that assembled to hear his discourses. When
the congregation dispersed, they would tarry behind to crave further
instruction. And then keeping his sayings, and pondering them in
their hearts, they would return to their homes, meditating and convers-ing on the things which they had seen and heard.
But was this all? By no means. "They searched the Scriptures
.daily, whether those things were so."
It was written of old, "This book of the law shall not depart out
-()f thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night"
(Joshua i. 8).
Yea more, it was further written, " To the law and to the testimony:
if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light
in them" (Isa. viii. 20).
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Of these admonitions the Bereans were mindful in the present emergency. They marked well the statements of the apostle, they noted
the passages to which he referred, they thoroughly sifted the Scriptures
-text and context alike-upon which he relied. "Thoroughly sifted,"
I say, for the word which our translators have rendered" searched"
is one of pregnant significance, it is aVal:pIVOI'TE~-a forensic termimplying, the examination and cross-examination of a witness, and in
this case, surely of a most important and conclusive witness.
And this course was steadily followed from day to day. The
business in hand admitted of no postponement; the interests at stakewere matters of life and death. The claims of Jesus of Nazareth were
vast, exclusive, paramount. There was no alternative between their
entire repudiation as a fatal though specious imposture, and theircordial reception as God's only appointed pathway to present blessedness and future glory.
Now can we doubt that investigations like these were prevented.
and followed by many and frequent prayers for Divine illumination ~
Not less than fifteen times, in Psalm cxix., does the Prophet David
give utterance to words like these: "Teach me Thy statutes";
" Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of
Thy law"; "With my whole heart have I sought Thee; 0 let me
not wander from Thy commandments"; and shall not the Berean,.
in circumstances so critical, draw near to the Father of lights again
and again, with like importunity?
Were their prayers unanswered? Was their work unrewarded?
Most assuredly not. "The meek were guided in judgment, the meek
were ta.ught Jehovah's way." Many of them believed.
But what means this?
It means that they were convinced that the claims of that Christ
Whom Paul preached were legitimate and Divine. It means that
they gave public expression to that conviction by craving the privilege
of baptism, and enlisting themselves among the disciples of Jesus.
But is this all? I trow not. Many say, " Lord, Lord," who ~hall
never enter into the kingdom of God: there are tares as well as wheat
in the field; bad fish as well as good in the net; foolish virgins without
oil, as well as wise virgins with oil, go forth to meet the bridegroom.
It signifies, further, that they believed with their hearts to the saving
of their souls. Quickened through the Word which they had so nobly
entertained, they were at once convinced of sin, and brought by faith
to Him Whose blood cleanseth from all sin. In Him they found
present peace and future glory: "present peace," I say, for they that
are truly justified by faith have peace with God through our Lord Jesus.
Christ-the Lord of Peace Himself gives them peace always by all
means: yea, and future glory; for He Which had begun a good work
in them would perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: He is able to
keep them from falling, and to present them faultless before the
presence of His glory with exceeding joy. Then, in the day of the
manifestation of all the sons of God, will the Berean saints realize in.

The Gospel Magazine

481

full, what even now they realize in part (for, absent from the body,
they are already present with the Lord), the blessedness of those who,
when the words of eternal life are brought to their door, receive them
not as the words of men, but, as they are in truth, the words of God,
Iyhich effectually work also in them that believe!
Such, brethren, were the spiritual achievements by which the
Bereans won these letters patent of high nobility.
I would now point out MW WE may, by the grace of God, attain to a
like saving dignity.
And first, if any would be " noble" in the eyes of their God, they
must awake from the death-like sleep of religious indifference. The
Bereans " 1'eceived the word," there was no indifference there!
The notion that Pilate's question, "What is truth ~ " is one which
cannot be solved, and that therefore we may turn away, as he did,
without waiting for an answer-and again, the fancy that truth is not
one, but multiform, and that therefore every man is safe, so as only
he be sincere-these are the wretched hiding-places of spiritual
sluggards. Oh, what overwhelming calamity, what appalling fear,
will there be to all such when, at the last great day, they experience,
in hopeless despair, the awful power of those words, "Fools die for
want of wisdom" (Prov. x. 21).
jliserable Gallio, to drive Paul from his tribunal! The apostle was
about to open his mouth, not surely to argue in his own defence, but
to reason of "righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come."
You remember what Gallio said: "If it be a question of words and
names, and of your law, look ye to it; for I will be no judge of such
matters" (Acts xviii. 14, 15). "Words, names, law," indeed! Yes,
verily, " a word which in the beginning was with God, and was God !a name than which there is none other under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved i-a law not one jot or one tittle of
which shall pass away till all be fulfilled! "
But I proceed on to a second observation. If any would be noble
in the eyes of their God, they must not permit mere prejudice to
influence their decisions. The Bereans "received the word with all
readiness of mind."
.
The devil knows well the enthralling power of prejudice. He loves to
miscall and misrepresent the truth of God. He misrepresents it when
he ascribes statements to its advocates which they never make, and
which they themselves would be the first to repudiate with abhorrence.
He miscalls it when he stigmatizes the ancient, the immutable verities
of the Word as the recent, the capricious inventions of a man or a
party. Beware then, my brethren, of prejudice! Call to your mind
how mere prejudice had well-nigh lost, even to the guileless Nathallael,
that very blessing for which we may well believe that he had been
pleading lillder the fig tree. "Can there any good thing come out
of Nazp.reth ~" Happy Nathanael, to have a Philip near to say,
" Come and see." Happy Nathanael, to have that Spirit given him
which accepted the call and went!
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But I quit these topics, and would have you notice, thirdly, that,
while we eschew indifferency and prejudice, we may not accept any
Doctrine on merely human authority. The Bereans "received the
word with all readiness of mind, and sea1'ched--whether those things
were so."

It is difficult a priori to imagine how anyone man, or body of men,
could permit, much more how they could invite, their fellow-men to
embrace their dicta as infallible truth. Yet so it is. The principle
has its fullest, its most frightful development in the Romish communion. But, even without being Papists, there always have been
and always will be men, on the one side, who, with more or less disguise,
will put forward the claim; and there always have been and always
will be men, on the other side, who, with more or less consciousness
of the fact, will concede the claim to a virtual infallibility. My
brethren, to their assembly be not ye united. There is one fearful
word for all such cases. "Let them alone: they be blind leaders of
the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the
ditch" (Matt. xv. 14). Wherefore, "Beloved, believe not every
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many
false prophets are gone out into the world" (1 John iv. 1).
Nor, I would in passing observe, is the case really altered if you say,
" It is not mere authority to which I bow, it is something infinitely
more honourable than authority; it is earnestness and holiness which
engage my sympathy and win my consent." Remember, I entreat
you, those solemn words which St. Paul addressed to the Corinthian
Church: "Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the
ministers of righteousness" (2 Cor. xi. 14, 15).
And so it has always been: the enemy of souls is far too subtle
to present himself in the united deformity of false doctrine and openly
licentious practice. Wherefore, beloved brethren, " Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good" (1 Thess. v. 21).
But this leads me to the fourth and last lesson which I would draw
from the subject of to-day.
It is this, that if you would be noble in the eyes of your God, you
must submit all that you hear to the touchstone of Holy Scripture.
The Bereans . . . "searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things
were so."
Now, if they were commended for thus appealing to the documents
of a revelation, which was avowedly preliminary and partial, can we
be wrong in betaking ourselves to the same volume, now that inspiration has consummated its instruction and completed· its record?
No, brethren; it is our bounden duty to refer every question of
doctrine to the Bible. I use that word "duty" advisedly.
I am perfectly aware that the adversary would immediately rejoin
that, to name none other, the Papist and the Socinian alike profess to
take the Scripturfs for their guide.
Now it is obvious to reply that, while the Papist elevates what
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be dares to call the unwritten word to the same dignity as the written
word, and forbids us to discern any dogma in the latter which is not
sanctioned by the former, and while the Socinian summons the Book
Divine to the bar of human Tfason, and practically removes the
;apostolic epistles, to say nothing of certain portions of the Gospels
themselves, from the canon of inspiration, their alleged appeals to
Holy Scriptures (if indeed they make them at all) can never be regarded
-as anything else than as shameless frauds, devised to impose upon the
unwary.
But I will say no more concerning them; I will rather affirm that
what they do in name, and onl~ in name, you are bound to do in
reality and in truth.
And how, I would ask, can you do otherwise, as Christians ~ Did
{Jur blessed Master Himself rest His claim to be heard simply on His
Divine commission, or its attesting miracles ~ Far from it: "Search
the Scriptures," and remember that if, as translators, you prefer thc
indicative to the imperative mood, the principle remains untouched:
" Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life:
-and they are they which testify of me " (John v. 39).
How, I would add, can you do otherwise, as members of the Church
d England ~ Do the compilers of our formularies rest their claim to
be heard on any other ground ~ No.
"Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so
that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not
to be required of any man, that it should be believed as an article of
faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation" (Article VI).
Yea, the very creeds themselves of the universal Church, why are
they to be received and believed ~ Simply and solely because" they
may be proved by most certain warrants of Holy Scripture" (Article
VIII).
Do not think, my brethren, that we undervalue the Prayer Book.
Forgive me for pausing to say so. But it is a common, and withal
:a most unrighteous, course to represent men who refuse to concede
.an exaggerated, because an unscriptural, importance to liturgies and
{Jrders and sacraments, as yielding to them no honour at all. God
forbid. The very contrary is the case. No one, I am increasingly
persuaded, can fully appreciate the exceltent beauty of the Prayer
Book, who does not enter upon the study of it with eyes enlightened
by a hearty reception of those precious doctrines of free, sovereign,
-distinguishing grace, by which our Reformers lived, and for which
{Jur Reformers died. None else, I am certain, can thoroughly enjoy
its daily prayers and its occasional services.
But to return; this I do say, that, cost what it may, we are not at
liberty to teach, and you are not at liberty to receive, anything which
-cannot be proved by most certain warranty of Holy Scripture.
My brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for you is that
you may ·be saved. I beseech you to follow quickly in the footsteps
{Jf these noble Bereans. Renounce forthwith latitudinarian indiffer-
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ence; hearken not for an instant to long-standing prejudice; but.
even though the message which shall now be brought to you be new,
yea even though it be startling to your ears, receive it with all relldiness,
and let Scripture alone decide whether it be from God or not. Full
sure I am that if, by His grace, ye thus deal with it, it shall prove His
power to your salvation. Then, washed in Jesus' blood, clad in His
righteousness, sealed by His Spirit, strengthened with His might,
cherished by His love, it shall be, 0 believer, thy perpetual marvel
that-showing forth alllongsuffering (1 Tim. i. 16)-He bore with thee
through so many years of proud rebellion: and at length, in spite of
thyself, made thee willing in the day of His power (Ps. cx. 3), and
caused thee to believe to the saving of thy soul.
SERMONETTE.
THE HEALING OF THE PARALYTIC.
(Read Matt. ix. 2-8; Mark ii. 1-12.)
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
THE account of the miraculous healing by the Lord Jesus of the
man "sick of the palsy" is most instructive.
1. First of all, we may notice that the circumstance that his friends
brought this poor affiicted man to the Lord showed their confidence in
His miraculous powers. Nor must we exclude the faith of the paralytic
himself, who probably induced his friends to bring him. Jesus, therefore, "seeing their faith," spake words of comfort to the sick man:
" Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee."
It should be the aim of those who know of sin-distressed, helpless sinners, to bring them to a saving knowledge of Him Who" came into the
world to save sinners."
2. We note the omniscience of the Lord Jesus Christ. He knew that
this pOol' man was troubled in mind because of conscious sinfulness.
This is evident from His saying to him, " Be of good cheer, thy sins be
forg'l:ven thee." And He is the saI)1e Jesus still, " mighty to save." To
all truly contrite and mourning sinners, longing for the forgiveness of
their sins, He still speaks in " the Gospel of the grace of God," " Thy
sins are forgiven"; for thill is the whole tenor of the Gospel, that the
greatest sinner, hating his sin and mourning over it, and believing in
Jesus the Saviour, is saved with a present and eternal salvation. The
great Puritan Divine, Dr. Owen, wrote: "It is the gladness of the
heart of Christ, and the joy of His soul, to take poor sinners int(}
relation with Himself."
The omniscience of Jesus is further shown by His reading the
thoughts of certain of the Scribes, who" said within themselves, This
Man blasphemeth." He knew their thoughts, He " perceived in His
spirit that they so reasoned within themselves," and said unto them.
" Why reason ye these things in yoU?' hearts? " (Mark ii. 8).
3. We observe the firm belief of the Scribes that only God could
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forgive sins. They were right. Only God can forgive sins, and the
Lord Jesus wrought a miracle to prove that He, the Son of God, had
power on earth to forgive sins, in view of HiR forthcoming atoning death
of the cross (compare Rom. iii. 25, 26). Ministers of the Gospel have
no power to forgive sins, nor have any others. The glad tidings of the
Gospel is the proclamation of the remission of sins, thmugh the finished
1/Jork of Ch1·ist, to all who trust in Him.
4. The miraculous power of Christ was displayed, and so proof was,
given of His Deity, and that He had" power on earth to forgive sins."
For, of course, it was easy to say" Thy sins are forgiven," but how
could it be demonstrated ~ But if Christ could, by a word, heal the
paralytic, then it would prove His Divine power, and, consequently,
His power on earth to forgive sins; and so He said to the sick of the
palsy, " Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. And he arose"
and departed to his house" (Matt. ix. 6-7).

FOR Ol"R EXAMPLE.
SOLOMON, so we read in 1 Kings i,-. 33, "spake of trees, from the cedar
tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the
wall," and one of my early privileges was to'receive a smattering of
the same knowledge_ In our second or third botany lesson a chart
was displayed. It was covered with the most wonderful figures, and
we were told that that (the particular one being indicated) was a catkin: they were to be seen in great numbers in spring on beech or
hazel trees. The figure was about eight inches long and beautifully
coloured, and I was amazed and bewildered to think that I had never
seen one. The fields and lanes outside the town had always been
familiar: there was a wood or two, a quarry, and a very pretty hill
with a windmill on the top of it, and I wondered at my dulness or
blindness never to have seen these beautiful blossoms, a good deal
larger than one's hand and in brilliance like a poppy or cornflower.
The rest accepted the statement and professed to know the catkin
quite well. So I concealed my ignorance, and it was quite a discovery
when I found out later that for our learning the figures on the chart
were very, very much larger than the originals; and there ended the
mystery. All was plain then to those who understood and right to
those who found knowledge. We could better see parts of His ways
Who with the glory of Lebanon says that He will bring the fir tree"
the pine, and the box together.
In a way one shrinks from proposing similes and applying them to
the histories of God's revelation, but we are told that" these things,'"
the ways of Israel in the wilderness, and the ways of God with Israel,
are written for our admonition. They are, however, not magnifyings :
they are truths and facts and realities. The people were children of
Adam as we are-their God is our God. But the writing of what
happened to them, and the happenings themselves, seem, as it were,
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"to be written so large that they are ever before eyes that want to se~
and to know that the Lord Who brought Israel through the Red Sea,
through the wilderness, and into Canaan, is their God no\y, that He
will guide them with the skilfulness of His hands and in the integrity
.<Jf His heart. What deliverances He wrought! what judgment· !
It is written for our sakes that three and twenty thousand fell in one
clay, for their sin; and" Are we better ~ " the ap'ostle asks. They were
bitten of serpents because they tempted Christ, i.e., they said, Is
'God able to provide for us still, can He give us what we so much need ~
Tempting God it was, and He was wroth with His inheritance for such
-questioning. Then they murmured, as "e do, and were destro:'ed of
the destroyer. They must have deserved it all, for there is no unright.eousness with Him. Think of Moses being denied his life's longing
because he "spake unadvisedly with his lips." All written for our
.admonition. Did God magnify His justice then as one would think
He magnifies his mercy with us ~ For He has not dealt with us after
.<Jur sin, nor rewarded us after our iniquity. How light is our affliction
and but for a moment. How tenderly He says, and as if He yearned
.<Jver us, "Despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor fa.int
when thou art rebuked of Him, for whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth." He will not always be chiding. Other things are written for
.<JUl' learning, that through patience and comfort of the Scriptures ,,'e
may have hope, and not only fear. "0 how great is His goodness."
'We know that He is not slack concerning His promises, regal'( illg
-either time or abundance. Abraham tells us so, ~ehemiah tells us .;;0,
.Job and the Shulamite tell us so. All had their hearts filled with
gladness because of the greatness of His kindness. Why do we find
the eleventh of Hebrews so exhilarating but because all that we
read there is what God did for His children ~ Great things He did
for and with them, and our things are great to us, although we never
stop the mouths of real lions, and we will never be hid for three months
.<In the river's brink. But we want our dead somehow to be raised to
life again; in our weakness we want to be made strong. The writer
to the Hebrews had no time to go on with the subject, and left a Jot
.<Jf examples merely mentioned by name-Samson, for instance. 'What
.a vivid picture, example, reality-going about judging Israel for
twenty years. His strength was in Another, it was his glory to be
dependent, and his joy. The bride in the song had this bliss: she
-came up out of the wilderness, leaning upon her Beloved, and He
thought her fair. It was Mary's portion. She had nothing in her
hand that she could make or bring to Him, but of His own she gave
Him. She washed His feet with her tears, and wiped them with her
hair, because she knew that to be dependent on Him was her highest
:glory.
FOLLOWER-OK.
"' IF any of the elect perish, God is overcome by man's perverseness:
but none of them perish, because God, Who is Omnipotent, can by no
means be overcome."-Attgustine.
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"LOOK UP."
THE days in which we are now living are very solemn days, very dark
and ominous days in some form or other to so many. They are heartbreaking days to the children of God, as they view the rapidly increasing pr~fanation, the godlessness, the irreverence, and the stamping out
of all that the grace-saved sinner rejoices in. It is more than ever
necessary that the child of God should be " redeeming the time because
the days are evil," walking circumspectly, prayerfully, humbly, continually looking up to the Lord of all, the Keeper Who never slumbers
or sleeps, Who is ever mindful of us. These are days in which He is
pouring out His judgments on the earth, the last days before His
glorious Personal advent. "For yet a little while, and He that shall'
come will come and will not tarry." Meanwhile He is watching,.
"'aiting, guiding, keeping, loving all the time. The Lord is looking on.
In the days of Noah " God saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually. . . . The earth also was corrupt before
God, and the earth 'was filled with violence . . . behold it was corrupt;
for all flesh had corrupted His way upon the earth."
"God looked upon the earth,
He sent the flood."
Again He looked and with compassion, and caused the flood to cease.
He then entered into a Covenant that all flesh shall not be cut off an'more by the waters of a flood, nor shall there any more be a flood
to destroy the earth. In token whereof He gave the rainbow, that
beautiful perpetual token of His promise. "I do set My bow in
the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a Covenant between Me
and the earth. And it shall come to pass, "hen I bring a cloud
oYer the earth, that the bow shall be seen ill the cloud: and I
will remember My Covenant, which is between Me and you and every
living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a
flood to destroy all flesh. And the boUJ shall be in the cloud; and I will
look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting Covenant between
God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth."
Thus, as we look upon the sacred rainbow, God's token of peace and
promise, He is looking at it too and TemembeTing His Covenant.
Dear reader, are you" under ·a cloud" 1 Remember Him-He
remembers you. "Thy faithfulness reacheth to the clouds." "Thy
truth reacheth to the clouds." "His strength is in the clouds."
We read again of God looking down upon His people in Exodus
ii. 25. He hem'd their groaning. He 1'emembered His Covenant. He
looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them or,
as it is rendered in the Revised Version, "God saw the children of
Israel, and God took knowledge of them." We know the story of
their wanderings, and their sins, and their backslidings, and their
discontent and rebellion. How many times He forgave them t "They
looked unto Him and were lightened." He forgave and looked upon
His people. "Look unto 111e, and be ye saved."

488

The Gospel Magazine

And now in these dark days, when men's hearts are failing for fear
in every direction, let us look up. The Lord God omnipotent reigneth
.still. He sitteth upon the water floods. They cannot drown thee,
child of God. His covenant love is still the same. He looks still
upon His rainbow and remembers. He bids us look up, look up
steadfastly. "While they looked steadfastly toward heaven' as He
went up," the assurance came from two men standing by in white
apparel that" this same Jesus Which is taken up from you into heaven
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven."
They probably recalled to memory His own words to them: "I go
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there
ye may be also." So this memory of His words to them chimed
sweetly in with the words of the two men in white apparel. This
same Jesus-and their hearts were lightened. They did not stand
mourning His departure. The blessed hope and certainty of His
return filled them with eager expectation. We read in St. Luke's
Gospel that" He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up
His hands (those pierced Hands) and blessed them. And it came to
pass, while He blessed them, He was parted from them, and carried
up into heaven. And they worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy." One would imagine, humanly speaking, that
they would be in grief with the parting, but no, He had assured them
of His return to receive them unto Himself. He has opened their
eyes, opened to them the Scriptures, and opened their understanding.
So they rejoiced in the prospect, the certain return, just as ..e who
. love Him rejoice in the knowledge of His speedy return now.
In Canticles iv. 8 we see Christ speaking to His Church in sweet and
rapturous communion. "Come with Me from Lebanon, My spouse,
with Me from Lebanon: look from the top of Amana, from the top of
Shenir and Hermon." The satisfaction is, "Come with Me from
Lebanon," evidently to mount up with Him, and view from the mountain tops with Him.
I am here reminded of an old letter I recently came across. I had
passed on to a dear friend a remark from dear Mr. Ormiston's sermon
which I had just heard which cheered me, and passed it on to cheer
her. It was very short, but very full to our hearts, a. transposition of
two lines from a well-known hymn.
"Nearer, my child, to thee,
Nearer to thee"-

a response to His loved child's adoration:"Nearer, my God, to Thee,
Nearer to 'fhee.
E'en though it be a cross
That raiseth me.
Still all my song shall be,
Nearer, my God, to Thee,
Nearer to Thee."
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Ah! our standing in Christ is so sure, so unassailable, no harm can
touch us there. Nothing can separate. "Close to His bleeding side."
" The Spirit Himself beareth witness with our spirit that we are the
children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and jointheirs with Christ, if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be
also glorified togethe1·." In the language of Ittai, "Whether in death
<Jr life, even there also will thy servant be." To be found in Christ,
to be with Him in all circumstances at all times, is the desire of the
Christ-loved. Indwelling---eonstantly abiding in Him.
The language of C. R. C. rises to a high climax in the two lines : "Not beside Him, nay, but in Him,
o beloved, are we!"

Beside Him; in Him; with Him. "I in them." Addressing His
Father He said, " All Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine; and I
am:glorified in them."
NETTlE.

GIVEN TO JESUS!

" Thine they were, and Tlwu gavest them Me."-JoHN xvii. 6.
I
GIVEN to Jesus! What a precious thought!
A people chosen, called and Spirit-taught.
Can it be so, that from His glorious throne
Jesus the Saviour claims us as His Own?
Il
Given to Jesus! Earth's most vaunted bliss
Is 'emptiness itself compared with this.
Lord, we are sinners---ehangeable and weak;
Was it for sinners Thou didst come to seek?

III
Given to Jesus! What a lovely thought!
Chosen and given, ransomed, sought and bought.
Called-changed-made willing in the day of grace,
To love His precepts and to seek His face.
IV
Given to Jesus! Oh, what happiness!
What though our lives be full of strain and stress.
Evil may tempt us, time may sorrows bring,
But this sweet message sweetens everything!
(Rtf/us.)
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ON HEARING SERMONS.

By

THE LATE REV. JOHN NEWTON.

(From his Forty-one Letters on Religious Subjects.)

I AM glad to find that the Lord has at length been pleased to fix you
in a favoured situation, where you have frequent opportunities of
hearing the Gospel. This is a great privilege; but, like all other
outward privileges, it requires grace and wisdom to make a due
improvement of it; and the great plenty of ordinances you
enjoy, though in itself a blessing, is attended "With snares, which,
unless they are carefully guarded against, may hinder, rather than
promote, your edification. I gladly embrace the occasion you afford
me of offering you my advice upon this subject. A remembrance
of the mistakes I have myself formerly committed, and the observations I have made upon the conduct of professors, considered as
hearers, will perhaps in some measure qualify me for the task you haveassigned me.
The faithful ministers of the Gospel are all the servants and
ambassadors of Christ; they are called and furnished by His Holy
Spirit; they speak in His name; and their success in the dischargeof their office, be it more or less, depends entirely upon His blessing ~
so far they are all upon a par. But in the measure of their ministerial
abilities, and in the peculiar turn of their preaching, there is a great
variety. There are" diversities of gifts from the same Spirit; and
He distributes to every man severally according to His own will."
Some are more happy in alarming the careless, others in adrnini tering
consolation to the wounded conscience. Some are set more especially
for the establishment and confirmation of the Gospel doctrines; others
are skilful in solving the casuistical points; others are more excellent
in enforcing practical godliness; and others again, having been led
through depths of temptation and spiritual distress, are best acquainted
\\"ith the various workings of the heart, and know best how to speak
a word in season to weary and exercised souls. Perhaps no true
minister of the Gospel (for all su.ch are taught of God) is wholly at
a loss upon either of these points; but few, if any, are remarkably
and equally excellent in managing them all. Again, as to their manner,
some are more popular and pathetic, but at the same time more general
and diffuse; while the want of that life and earnestness in delivery
is compensated in others by the closeness, accuracy, and depth of
their compositions. In this variety of gifts, the Lord has a gracious
regard to the different tastes and dispositions, as well as to the wants,
of His people; and by their combined effects the complete system of
His truth is illustrated, and the good of His Church promoted with
the highest advantage; while His ministers, like officers assigned
t,o different stations in an army, have not only the good of the whole
in view, but each one his particular post to maintain. This would be
more evidently the case, if the remaining depravity of our hearts did
not afford Satan but too much advantage in his subtle attempts to

The Gospel Magazine

491

hurt and ensnare us. But, alas! how often has he prevailed to infuse
a spirit of envy or dislike in ministers towards each other, to withdraw hearers from their proper concernment, by dividing them into
parties, and stirring them up to contend for a Paul, an Apollos, or a
-Cephas, for their own favourites, to the disparagement of others who
are equally dear to the Lord, and faithful in His service ~ You may
think my preamble long; but I shall deduce my advices chiefly from
-it; taking it for granted, that to you I have no need of proving at
large what I have advanced.
As the gifts and talents of ministers are different, I advise you to
-choose for your stated pastor and teacher one whom you find most
suitable, upon the whole, to your own taste, and whom you are likely
to hear with the most pleasure and advantage. Use some deliberation
and much prayer in this matter. Intreat the Lord, Who knows better
than you do yourself, to guide you where your soul may be best fed;
and when your choice is fixed, you will do well to make a point of
-attending his ministry constantly, I mean at least at the stated times
~f worship on the Lord's-day.
I do not say that no circumstance
will justify your going elsewhere at such times occasionally; but I
think the seldomer you are absent the better. A stated and regular
attendance encourages the minister, affords a good example to the
-<:ongregation; and a hearer is more likely to meet with what is directly
suited to his own case, from a minister who knows him, and expects
to see him, than he can be from one who is a stranger. Especially
I would not wish you to be absent for the sake of gratifying your
curiosity to hear some new preacher, who, you have perhaps been told,
is a very extraordinary man. For in YOU?' ~va,y, such occasions might
possibly offer almost every week. What I have observed of many,
who run about unseasonably after new preachers, has reminded me of
Proverbs xxvii. 8, " As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is the
man that wandereth from his place." Such unsettled hearers seldom
-thrive, they usually grow wise in their own conceits, have their heads
filled with notions, acquire a dry, critical, and censorious spirit; and
are more intent upon disputing w_ho is the best preacher, than upon
obtaining benefit to themselvejl from what they hear. If you could
nnd a man, indeed, who had a power in himself of dispensing a blessing
to your soul, you might follow him from place to place; but as the
blessing is in the Lord's hands, you will be more likely to receive it
by waiting where His providence has placed you, and where He has
lllet with you before.
But as human nature is prone to extremes, permit me to give you
a caution on the other hand. If the minister under whom you statedly
-attend is made very acceptable to you, you will be in the less danger
of slighting him. But be careful that you do not slight any other
minister of Christ. If, therefore, when you come to hear your own
preacher, you find another in the pUlpit, do not let your looks tell him
that if you had known he had been there you would not have come.
.I wish indeed you may never think so in your heart; but though we
33
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cannot prevent evil thoughts from nsmg in our minds, we should
endeavour to combat and suppress them. Some persons are so curious,
or rather so weak, that if their favourite minister is occasionally absent,
they hardly think it worth their while to hear another. A judicious
and faithful minister, in this case, instead of being delighted with
such a mark of peculiar attachment to himself, will be grieved to think
that they have profited no more by his labours; for it is his desire to
win souls, not to himself, but to Jesus Christ. I hope you, my friend,.
will always attend the ordinances with a view to the Lord's presence;
and when you are in your proper place, consider the preacher (if he
preaches the truth) as one providentially and expressly sent by theLord to you at that time; and that you could not choose better for
yourself, all things considered, than He has chosen for you. Do not
limit the Almighty by confining your expectations to a single instrument. If you do, you will probably procure your own disappointment.
If you fix your hopes upon the man, the Lord may withhold His
blessing, and then the best men and the best sermons will prove to
you but as clouds without water. But besides the more stated seasons
of worship on the Lord's-day, you have many opportunities of hearing
sermons occasionally in the course of the week; and t,hus you may
partake of that variety of gifts which I haye already spoken of. This
will be either a benefit, or otherwise, according to the use you make
of it. I would recommend to you to improve these occasions, but
under some restrictions.
In the first place, be cautious that you do not degenerate into the
spirit of a mere hem·er, so as to place the chief stress of your profes-ion
upon running hither and thither after preachers. There are man~
who are always upon the wing: and, without a due regard to what
is incumbent upon them in the shop, in the family, or in the closet,
they seem to think they were sent into the world only to hear sermons,
and to hear as many in a day as they possibly can. Such persons may
be fitly compared to Pharaoh's lean kine: they devour a great deal,
but, for want of a proper digestion, they do not flourish; their souls
are lean; they have little solid comfort; and their profession abounds
more in leaves than in fruit. If the twelve apostles were again upon
earth, and you could hear them all every week, yet, if you were not
attentive to the duties of the closet-if you did not allow yourself
time for reading, meditation, and prayer-and if you did not likewise
conscientiously attend to the concernments of your particular calling,
and the discharge of your duties in relative life, I should be more ready
to blame your indiscretion than to admire your zeal. Everything
is beautiful in its season; and if one duty frequently jostle out another,
it is a sign either of a weak judgment or of a wrong turn of mind. No
public ordinances can make amends for the neglect of secret prayer ;:
nor will the most diligent attendance upon them justify us in the neglect
of those duties which, by the command and appointment of God, we
owe to society.
Again. As it is our trial to live in a day wherein so many contentions
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and winds of strange doctrines abound, I hope you will watch and
pray that you may not have itching ears, inclining you to hearken after
novel and singular opinions, and the erroneous sentiments of men of
unstable minds, who are not sound in the faith. I have known persons
who, from a blameable curiosity, have gone to hear such, not for the
sake of edification, which they could not expect, but to know what
they had to say, supposing that they themselves were too well established in the truth to be hurt by them. But the experiment (without
a just and lawful call) is presumptuous and dangerous. In this way
many have been hurt, yea, many have been overthrown. Error is like
poison: the subtilty, quickness, and force of its operation are often
amazing. As we pray not to be led into temptation, we should take
care not to run into it wilfully. If the Lord has shown you what
is right, it is not worth your while to know (if you could know it)
how many ways there are of being wrong.
Further, I advise you, when you hear a Gospel sermon, and it is not
in ail respects to your satisfaction, be not too hasty to lay the whole
blame upon the preacher. The Lord's ministers have not much to say
in their own behalf. They feel, it is to be hoped, their own weakness
and defects, and the greatness and difficulty of their work. They are
conscious that their warmest endeavours to proclaim the Saviour's glory
are too cold; and their most importunate addresses to the consciences
of men are too faint; and sometimes they are burdened with such
discouragements, that even their enemies would pity them if they
knew their case. Indeed they have much to be ashamed of: but it
will be more useful for you who are a hearer, to consider whether
the fault may not possibly be in yourself. Perhaps you thought too
highly of the man, and expected too much from him: or perhaps you
thought too meanly of him, and expected too little. In the former
case, the Lord justly disappointed you; in the latter, you received
according to your faith. Perhaps you neglected to pray for him; and
then, though he might be useful to others, it is not at all strange that
he was not so to you. Or possibly you have indulged a trifling spirit,
and brought a dearth and deadness upon your own soul, for which you
had not been duly humbled; and the Lord chose that time to rebuke
you.
Lastly, as a hearer, you have a right to try all doctrines by the word
of God; and it is your duty so to do. Faithful ministers will remind
you of this; they will not wish to hold you in an implicit and blind
obedience to what they say upon their own authority, nor desire that
you should follow them farther than they have the Scripture for their
warrant. They would not be lords over your conscience, but helpers
of your joy. Prize this Gospel liberty, which sets you free from the
doctrines and commandments of men; but do not abuse it to the
purposes of pride and self. There are hearers who make themselves,
and not the Scripture, the standard of their judgment. They attend
not so much to be instructed as to pass their sentence. To them, the
pulpit is the ba.)' at which the minister stands to take his trial before
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them; a bar at which few escape censure, from judges at once so severe
and inconsistent. For as these censors are not all of a mind, and
perhaps agree in nothing so much as in the opinion they have of their
own wisdom, it has often happened that, in the course of one and the
same sermon, the minister has been condemned as a Legalist and an
Antinomian; as too high in his notions, and too low; as baving too
little action, and too much. Oh r this is a bateful spirit, that prompts
hearers to pronounce ex cathedra., as if they were infallible; breaks in
upon the rights of private judgment, even in matters not essential;
and makes a man an offender for a word. This spirit is one frequent
unhappy evil, which springs from the corruption of the heart, when the
Lord affords the means of grace in great abundance. How highly would
some of the Lord's hidden ones, who are destitute of the ordinances,
prize the blessing of a preached Gospel, with wbich too many professors
seem to be surfeited. I pray God to preserve you from sucb a spirit
(which I fear is spreading, and infects us like the pestilence), and to
guide you in all things.
THE ASHLEY DOWN ORPHANAGE, BRISTOL,
FOUNDED

BY

THE LATE GEORGE MULLER.

WE have received the Annual Report of this Institution for the year
ending May 26th, 1930. It is the ninety-first Report, and again it
bears testimony to the faithfulness of God in suppl~-ing the needs
of His people in response to believing prayer, and without resoriing
to the worldly methods of getting money now so common in the
professing Church. Although the expenditure on behalf of the orphans
exceeded that of the previous year by £2949 12s. 5id., yet the income
was larger than the expenditure by £604 14s. 6~d. That income
amounted to £46,687 15s. 4d.
" The total amount received since the commencement of the work
is two millions, six hundred and sixty-five thousand, nine hundred
and twelve pounds, seven shillings and one penny (£2,665,912 7s. Id.)."
All this money has come in without anyone having been personally
applied to for a donation. The living God alone has been asked, and
He has heard the cries of His children. To our faithful Covenantkeeping God be the glory for this marvellous display of His faithfulnes~
and goodness, and to Him also be the glory for enabling ::IIr. George
Muller's successors to carry on the work on the same lines. l\Iay
others of God's people be stimulated to trust more in the living God
Who giveth to His people richly all things to enjoy.
The present Director and Treasurer is Mr. Alfred E. Green and,
the Associate Director is ~Ir. Thomas Tilsley.

" LOVE, as it glows in God, is an immense sun, which shone without
beginning, and shall shine without end."-Je1·om Zanchitts.
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NOT ALL RIGHT THINGS RIGHT IN DIVINE WORSHIP.
"THE question for thoughtful Christians to consider is-Are the
things we may enjoy in our homes, as good gifts from God, suitablE'
for transference to our Churches? One likes to have a Bible word
to help in forming a right conclusion, and the. one spoken by the
Apostle Paul to the Church at Corinth seems to hold within it the
principle which will adapt itself to the variety of details involved in
this question, ' What! have ye not HOUSES to eat and to drink in! '
"The people had thought that on occasions of celebrating the
Lord's Supper, it would be no harm for them to have a social feast.
The food was God's gift, why not enjoy it in God's House?
" 'No,' says the apostle, 'eating and drinking are all very well in
your own houses, but to eat and drink in the House of God, except
in His appointed way, is an irreverence. If ANY ONE HUNGER, let
him eat at HOME, that ye come not together FOR JUDGMENT! '
" Oh! say some, who are quite shocked at the Corinthian idea-we
must have 'bright services' to attract our young people, plenty of
music, etc., etc. And to effect this' alto, tenor, and bass' are inquired
after, and men and boys-whose only qualification for leading the
prayers and praises of the congregation is that they can sing-are
brought into prominence as a surpliced choir. 'Plenty of music' is
an almost universal cry, but alas! in the majority of cases, what
music is it? The music of the unconverted. . . . Yes! music is a
good gift, and we know it may and should be used in the service of
God, but the rule is 'singing with grru:,e in your hearts to the Lord.'
All other singing is offensive to Him. And surely whatever approaches
mere musical performance is out of place in the House of God. 'If
AXY ONE HUNGER' for music' let him eat AT HOME.'
" Others plead for floral decoration of Churches on similar grounds.
, Flowers and fruit are God's sweet and good gifts, with which He has
enriched and beautified the earth; surely they may have a place in
God's House.' 'No,' we would reply; 'flowers and fruit have their
own place, but they are not intended to be brought into connection
.
with worship. Have ye not houses to enjoy your flowers in ? '
"Floral decorations, as a rule, are in the hands of the worldly,
and we do not hesitate to say from experience that decoration is very
often desecration, through the trifling of the young men and maidens
who amuse themselves with it. The life of our Churches is being
sapped by the presence of this worldly element, and the encouragement given to it. And oh! that the words may search into many
a heart-' If ANY ONE HUNGER' for such things, ' let him eat AT HOME,
that ye come not together FOR JUDGMENT' (1 Cor. xi. 34)."-(Qttoted
by the late Rev. James Neil, M.A., in his book" Musical Servwe.")
" IT is grossly contrary to the truth of the Scriptures to imagine that
they who are thus renewed can be unborn again."-Archbishop
Leighton.
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THE REFORMERS AND AUGUSTINIAN THEOLOGY.
IN a little book on The Thirty-n'ine A'rtides of Religion, by Dr. Harold
Smith, Tutor of St. John's Hall, Highbury, the author says, " Augustinian views on the doctrines of grace (commonly called Calvinist, though
Calvin is responsible only for some special developments) were nearly
universal among the reformers, shared by Luther as well as Calvin ;
almost all except Melanchthon repudiated all 'synergistic' or ' semiPelagian' views. It is convenient to use the word 'Calvinist' ill
opposition to ' Arminian '; but for the great bulk of the views thus
described Augustine is responsible. Calvin merely worked out consistently some points which Augustine only implied, or stated without
adjusting his other views to them; he also made some modifications,
not all in one direction. Thus he maintained Reprobation much
more. decidedly than Augustine, though hardly more than some of
Augustine's earlier followers. But he largely removed the consequent
danger of despair by maintaining 'final perseverance'; that those
who have once been really renewed can never finally perish-a view
rejected by Augustine" (pp. 40, 41).

ASSURANCE.
" THE elect may, through the grace of God, attain to the knowledge
and assurance of their predestination to life, and they ought to seek
after it. The Christian may, for instance, argue thus: 'As many a'
were ordained to eternal life, believed'; through mercy I belieYe,
therefore I am ordained to eternal life. 'He that believeth shall be
saved'; I believe, therefore I am in a saved state. '''Vhom He did
predestinate, He called, justified and glorifie!l'; I have reason to
tJ;.ust that He hath called and justified ME; therefore I ean assuredly
look backward on my eternal predestination, and forward to my
certain glorification. To all which frequently accedes the immediate
testimony of the Divine Spirit witnessing with the believer's conscience
that he is a child of God (Rom. viii. 16; Gal. iv. 6; 1 John v. 10).
Christ forbids His little flock to fear, inasmuch as they might, on
good and solid grounds, rest satisfied and assured that 'it is the
Father's unalterable good pleasure to give them the kingdom' (Luke
xii. 32). And this was the faith of the apostle (Rom. viii. 38, 39)."
-Jcram 7.anchius.
"GRACE alone makes the elect gracious, grace alone keeps them
gracious, and the same grace alone will render them everlastingly
glorious in the heaven of heavens."-Jerom Zanchius.
" IT is plain that complete havoc must be made of the whole system
of revealed truth, unless we consent to derive our philosophy from the
Bible, instead of explaining the Bible by our philosophy."-Dr. Charles
Badge.
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VERY PARTICULAR.
days ago I came into contact with an int~lligent village woman
who was accomp::l.llied by her only child-a boy eleven years old. Hc
had recently received a nice book-a good story-from Sunday School,
and the mother remarked how grateful she was. She then said:
"I tell him that he gets all the good things." "You can share in the
pleasure and read the book yourself," I replied. The woman went on
to tell me that she herself had quite a store of good books received
{;hiefiy from Sunday School. Then she said, " I'm ve1'y particulm' what
books I read. Sometimes I have lent one or two to friends, and have
been told that my books were too goody-goody for them."
Her words about being very pm·ticular what she reads are worth
thinking about. Oh! that each dear young reader may be able to
say truthfully-Cl I'm very particular what books I read."
Trashy novels, sad to say, so occupy the time and the minds of
some young people that they lose interest in their work, and fail to
make the progress in studies or in other duties which their parents
have a right to expect. Reading trashy literature has been the ruin
of many. When travelling on the Underground Railway in London,
I have noticed how intently young people on their way to work read
paper-backed novels, and have wondered if they carry out the duties
awaiting them at the end of the journey with the same keenness. How
depraved the mind must become with such reading! May you be
preserved from the peril to which so many are exposed in this way.
I am \niting to young believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. The
late :Jiiss Frances Havergal advises that we should never read a book
which COUles between the soul and God. If a book makes us less
inclined to pray, or to read the wondrous truths of the Bible, we should
put it away at once. Let the Bible be our lamp and our guide at all
times. Be very part'icul,a'1' about the books which you read. Just as
the body needs wholesome food, so' the mind should be occupied only
with what will be for its real good.
Strange to say, about three weeks ago the words of which we are
thinking came to me in quite a different connection. An aged Christian lady has a cook who has been with her for over twenty years, but
when she was being engaged, the lady said to her, " I am very, very
particular." So much did the maid feel the force of the words that
she told her mother that she was afraid she would not be able to
manage! She must, ho-wever, have done her work well; and the
housemaid, too, who has also been in the lady's service many years.
Ho\\- important it is that all young people should be " very, very particular" to do every task well, no matter whether at school, in the
home, in the office or elsewhere. As a child of God, the commonest
·duties can be done" as unto the Lord." How lovely it is to remember that thus we " serve" the Lord Christ!
E. A. H.
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THE SMALL THINGS OF THE BIBLE.

HAVE you ever thought of all the small things of the Bible, and how
God used them to do great things thereby, and all to show us that
the power is His 1 You have read of the" five smooth stones in the
sling," wherewith the stripling David slew the champion Goliath who
". defied the armies of the living God." There was, too, " the jawbone·
of an ass," whereby Samson slew "a thousand men." There wasthe" little captive maid" whose words to her mistress sent the great
captain of the host of Syria to the prophet in Samaria to be cured
of his leprosy. And there was the" lad" who had the" five barley
loaves and two small fishes," which the Great Creator and Divine Man
llsed and multiplied to feed and satisfy fiye thousand people. God
magnifie8 His greatness in all these things and teaches His children
that they have "this treasure in earthen yessels (just like oyster
shells to be thrown away when the pearl is discovered) that the
excellency of the power may be of God and not of us."
I learned a text in my young days which has been teaching meever since. It was this, "For who hath despised the day of smaU
things 1 " and I have been proving the truth of it in sweet experience·
from the day when my dear father asked me to write for the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. I immediately put such an idea from me as impossible as
I was incapable and unworthy! But be gently urged it and told me
to wait upon my God in the matter, and the result to-day is that fifty
years have passed since the first little piece was inserted, which hc,-_~
grown to the number, inclusive of additional contributions to the
regular" Wellsprings," of 651. To-day I am receiving many preciouand affectionate letters from our dear readers, who testify to the great
privilege and honour it has been to witness through all these years
of the Lord's covenant love and faithfulness! So mine is a happy
and grateful Jubilee indeed!
Do you, my dear young friends, look to the great God to enable
you to will and to do of His good pleasure in your daily life 1 It is
more often than not that He will us~ the weak ones and the little ones~
as our children in St. Mary-Ie-Port schools often sing:
" The little ones, the weak ones
Are yet the great and strong.
Because it is to Jesus
The small and weak belong."
A missionary to seamen called on me the other day, and told me·
one of many sweet stories of grace in his long ministry amongst the
sailors. Some years ago, when he was working at the London Docks,_
a gentleman came into his room and said, "Can you look after a
poor Zulu boy 1 He came over to find work, but has been mobbed'
and robbed of all he possessed and has not wherewith to pay for a
night's lodging." My friend took him in, fed him, and gave him a
bed, and as the days went by began teaching him to read the precious
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,Vord of God, for he only knew the words, "yes," "no," and" thank
you" in English. The Zulu youth remained nine months with the
missionary, and then expressed a wish to go home to his father and
mother. The return passage was made possible through the kindness
of an influential Christian shipowner of those days, and my friend
lost sight of his dark-skinned boy.
Just recently, and after some years, he heard from a missionary
to seamen in South Africa, asking him if he remembered - - (mentioning the full name, which I cannot transcribe, of this same youth).
All the memories of those earlier days returned, and you may judge
the joy of the missionary's heart as he read the letter telling him
that when - - returned to Africa he found both his parents dead,
which left him more lonely than ever. But the seed of eternal life
sown in his heart whilst in England was now to grow and bring forth
fruit. He put himself to learning, and after some years he had applied
to the Seamen's Mission in South Mrica, asking if there were an
opening for him" to teach others the way," as he put it.
Is not that another lesson for you and me, dear young people, to
" despise not the day of small things"? If you look where this text
is found (Zech. iv.) you will find the Lord speaking of the building
and completion of the temple and how it was" not by might, nor by"
power, but by :My spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." God's great things
are accomplished in the day of man's small things! A7l power be70ngetk
ttnto God! .
R.

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:£ s. d.
£ s. d.
060
" A Bath Friend" ... 1 0 0 Haworth, Mrs. M.
" Little Faith"
026"A Thankoffering" (per
o 10 O'
Miss L. Ormiston) ... 1 0 0 Pitman, :Mrs....
0 4 0 Rogers, IVII. H.
Adcock, Mrs. G. H.
o 14 0'
030
0 4 0 Yeates, Miss S. M.
Farrington, :Mrs. M.
026
Grace, Mrs.

" IT was the same Person Who said, 'I thirst,' ,Yho said, 'Before
Abraham was I am.' "-D1'. Chw'les Hodge.
"ONCE get hold of the idea that Church government is of more
importance than sound doctrine, and that a Church with bishops
teaching falsehood is better than a church without bishops teaching'
truth, and none can say what we may come to in religion."-BisholJ'
J. C. Ryle.
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GOSPEL BOOK ~IISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The following letter recently received shows the great
need there is for Gospel literature amongst the men. "I shall esteem
it a great favour if you can forward me a parcel of Gospel literature
{or free distribution. We are distributing so much that we cannot
procure a sufficient supply." Glorious opportunities are with us now,
and we need the increased help of friends to respond to the appeals.
We have sent this seryant of God two large parcels of precious seed.
In the goodness of God we haye now commenced the fifty-eighth year
of labour in scattering the truth of God among our soldiers and sailors
in the homeland and foreign stations.
Yours sincerely,
21, Fil'field Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bn·stol.
October, 1930.

lIJrotef3tant i'3eacon.
THE LAMBETH COiilFERENCE A},l) REU~ION WITH THE
GREEK CHURCH.
IT is generally reeognized that as a result of the recent Lambeth
Conference t,he proposals for the reunion of the Church of England
with the Greek Church have so far gained acceptance that reunion
between these two Churches is likely to be attained in the near future
if the bishops are permitted to carry out their designs. In view ot
this we reprint a letter and resolution which were sent to the former
Archbishops of Canterbury and York in February, 1898, in reference
to the proposals for " closer relatio'ns " with the Greek Chureh made
3t the Lambeth Conference held in the year 1897.
The Letter and Resolution were drawn up by the Executive Committee of what was then called The National Protestant Church Union
(now the National Church League). The letter was signed by the late
Prebendary Webb-Peploe. The resolution enumerates twelve false
tenets and practices held by the Greek Church which are entirely
opposed to the principles and doctrines of the Church of England.
These show that there is little to choose between reunion with Rome
and reunion with the Greek Church. Yet it would seem that a great
majority of the Bishops are keen upon bringing about union with a
Church whose principles and doctrines are so contrary to the principles
of the Reformation.
The following is taken from The Church Standard, of April, 1898,
the quarterly magazine of the National Protestant Church Union.

The Gospel Magazine

501

THE LAMBETH CO~FERENCE AND THE CHURCHES OF THE EAST.

The Executive Committee have for some time past bad under
eonsideration the proposals of the Lambeth Conference of last year to
establish closer relations with the Churches of the East. As a result
of their deliberations, a Tractate upon the subject was carefully prepared, which, together with the following letter and resolution, was
forwarded to the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, and the whole
-of the Prelates comprising the Lambeth Conference.
NATIONAL PROTESTANT CHURCH UNIOK,
30, CHARING CROSS,

S.W.,
February 3rd, 1898.

My LORD ARCHBISHOP,The Executive Committee of the National Protestant Church Union
most respectfully submit to your Lordship's careful consideration the
enclosed Tractate and Resolution, in reference to the proposals of
the late Lambeth Conference for establishing closer relations with the
Greek Church.·
In doing so, the Committee have reason to believe that they express
the views of a very large number of Churchmen when they say that,
while yielding to none in their desire to promote true spiritual unity
among Christian people everywhere, it is nevertheless their firm and
unalterable conviction that so long as the Eastern Church retains
those erroneous doctrines and practices which she holds in common
with the Church of Rome, and which were repudiated and condemned
by the Church of England at the Reformation, so long must intercommunion with her be regarded as neither desirable nor possible.
Far more practicable and to be desired, in the view of the Committee,
would be some earnest and generous effort to bring into closer relations
with us those bodies of orthodox Protestant Nonconformists who form
now so large a proportion of the Christian population, both at home
.and in the colonies, to whom such warm and appreciative reference is
made in the Lambeth Report, and,whose separation from us is to be
so deeply deplored.
I have the honour to remain,
My Lord Bishop,
Your Lordship's most faithful and obedient servant,
H. W. WEBB-PEPLOE,
Chairman.
RESOLUTION:

." That it be submitted to the Archbishop of Canterbury, as the
l'rcsident of the Episcopal Conference held at Lambeth in 1897 :
" That, as concerning any advance towards ' closer relations' with
the Greek Church, as suggested in Resolution No. 36 of the Conference,
the Executive Committee of the National Protestant Church Union
'respectfully presents its emphatic protest, on the ground of the following false tenets, etc., beld by t.hat Church, and of practices which are
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entirely at variance with the principles and doctrines of the Protestant
Reformed Church of England-viz. :
" (1) Co-ordinate authority of tradition with the authority of the'
Holy Scriptures; (2) Infallibility of the Church; (3) The Seven Sacraments, as contrasted with the Two Sacraments; (4) Transubstantiation, and all its evils; (5) Mariolatry; (6) Veneration of Icons or
Images; (7) Invocation of Saints; (8) Purgatory and Masses for the
Dead; (9) Justification by Works; (10) Priestly Absolution; (11)
The pretended miracle of Holy Fire at the Season of Easter; (12) The
close identity of the distinctive doctrines of the Greek Church with
those of the Church of Rome. To this, further and recent testimony
has been given by the responsible representatives of the Roman
Catholic Church in this country, who in their' Vindication of the Bull,
Apostolicre Curre' (p. 82, sec. 49), state that-' In all which concerns
the Real Objective Presence, the true Propitiatory Sacrifice, and the
nature and extent of the Priesthood, the Church over which Leo XIII
rules and the great Eastern or Russian Church hold identical doctrine
. . . you cannot reject the doctrine of Leo XIII without at the same
time rejecting that of the East.'
" Furthermore, the Committee protests that it is inconsistent with
sound Doctrine, and with the true Charity of the Gospel of Christ, to
invite Ecclesiastics of an erring Church to take part in the Services of
our Reformed Church; and that it is contrary to the principles of our
Protestant Church for her Clergy to assist in the Services of the Greek
Chut'ch; both of which have been done of late years."
iThe Archbishops have sent a courteous acknowledgment of the
Committee's letter and Tractate.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
ST. MARY WOOLNOTH, the scene of the labours of John Newton, was
well filled on Friday, Oct. 3rd, for the Annual Sermon on behalf of the
Society. The sermon was preached by the Rev. R. H. Talbot, RD.,
the passage of Scripture upon which the discourse was based being
Colossians iii. 12-17.
The Annual Meeting of the Brighton Auxiliary was held on the
7th. Many friends had been busily engaged in preparing for the Sale
of Work, and the various stalls presented an attractive appearance.
J. C. Dennis, Esq., kindly opened the Sale at 11 o'clock, and the result
was very encouraging. In the afternoon a meeting was held in the
Presbyterian Church. The report of the past year's work was read
by Mr. Anscombe, and the sermon was preached by the Rev. J. K.
Popham from Rom. iii. 24.
One of the ways by which friends can help on the good work being
done by the Institution is by making use of the special collecting
cards issued for the Christmas season. The assistance given in this
way by young people has been very much appreciated by the
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Committee, and the Secretary will gladly send a card to anyone willing
to make use of it.
God willing, the following meetings will take place: Nov. 5th, a
service in Zoar Baptist Chapel, Hounslow, at 7 o'clock; on the 9th,
sermons at Chadwell Street, morning and evening; on the 17th, the
.annual meetings of the Leicester Auxiliary will be held in the Edward
Wood Hall, afternoon and evening; on the 18th a service in the
-evening at the Baptist Chapel, Irthlingborough. The Sale of Work at
Hastings is fixed for the 26th, and there will be a service in the evening
-of the 27th at Philip Lane Chapel, Tottenham.

:MODEST ApPAREL. Bya Christian Business Man. Pp.] 6. Price 2d.,
or 12 copies, post free 2s. (Tbynne & Co. Ltd., Whitcfriars Street,
London, E.C.4.)
WE have read this pamphlet with much interest and melancholy
pleasure. It is " an earnest word to Christian women" on the subject
{)f modest apparel. We quite agree with the writer that large numbers
{)f Christian women, young and old, do not realize the evil influence
which they unintentionally exercise over men, especially worldly mell,
by their bondage to fashion in the matter of present-day dress. What·
€ver the world does, Christian women need to be guided by Scripture
in their dress, as well as in other things, and.even though it is difficult
to obtain modest attire in the shops, no difficulty sbould prevent
godly women from insisting on modest apparel. We know a clergyman who felt it necessary to fill up the panels of a pew where girls
sat because their meagre dress exposed them to the view of boys and
men who sat opposite to them. We have long been convinced that the
present-day apparel of many women is immodest, and if Christian
women fully realized the evil effect which this has on the minds of
large numbers of men, we feel that they would call a halt to their
readiness to dress as the world does.
We hope everyone of our readers will order this pamphlet and
-circulate it amongst godly women. It is a loving, Scriptural, and
faithful exposure of the evil of immodest apparel. Licentiousness is,
~we believe, much encouraged by modern looseness in regard to dress.
'THE REFORMED FAITH. By Professor Caspar Wistar Hodge.
Price 2d. post free.

Pp. 31.

THE UNCHANGEABLE PRIESTHOOD. By the late Rev. J. J. Beddow,
A.K.C. Pp. 20. Price 2d. post free.
BOTH these pamphlets are issued by the Sovereign Grace Union,
The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.
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SERMOXS BY NOTED MINISTERS OF' THE NORTHERN HIGHLANDS.
Edited by the Rev. D. Beaton. Pp. 275. Price 5s., postage 4d.
(Rev. D. Beaton, Free Presbyterian Manse, Wick, Caithness,
Scotland.)
In February last we reviewed an excellent volume written by the
Rev. D. Beaton, entitled, Sone Noted Min'isters of the Nm·them Highlands. This is a companion volume, and another illustration of lVIr.
Beaton's industry. It contains thirteen sermons by "Some noted
ministers of the northern Highlands." Edited as they are by Mr.
Beaton (the editor of the Free P'fesbyte'fian Magazine), their fidelity
to the great doctrines of grace can be relied upon. This is not to
say that, here and there, there are not expressions which some who
hold these doctrines would avoid using. We have read eight of these
sermons and warmly bear testimony to their excellence. It is refreshing to note how the doctrine of imputed righteousness is set forth-a
rare thing now in modern preaching. On page 137 we read of "the
righteousness of God," "that it consists in the complete fulfilment
of the law in all its precepts and penal sanctions. The law as a
Covenant of works required of man perfect obedience as the condition
of life, and, at the same time, denounced death as the penalty of
transgression. The Lord Jesus Christ, accordingly, met the law in
both these respects, fulfilled its precepts, and endured its penalty;
accomplishing the one by the holiness of His nature and the righteousness of His life, and the other by the awful and unparalleled sufferings
of His death. The whole course of His obedience, then, commonly
distinguished into active and passive (with what propriety I do not
at present inquire), is that which constitutes the right in question and
by which, in virtue of the divinity of the Person Who wrought it out,
the law is 'magnified and made honourable.''' We give this as a
specimen of the theology of this volume.
Mr. Beaton is doing good service to the cause of truth in issuing
volumes of this character, but he rightly says, "Books of this kind
have but a limited circulation, and those who see them through the
press often get very little encouragement for their labour." We hope
that Mr. Beaton's heart may be encouraged by a large circulation.
With few exceptions, sermons of the present day are not worthy to
be compared with the solid unfoldings of Scriptural truth which
characterized the sermons of large numbers of the preachers of the
past. Many who are shut off from a faithful ministry would do well
to purchase this volume, and read one of the sermons on the Lord's
day.
WE have received HAPPY GREETINGS, the little pocket-book issued
by the Lord's Day Observance Society, for 1931. Pp. 63. Price 2d.,
or 6 copies for Is. 3d. post free. It is edited by Mr. H. H. Martin,
and can be obtained from the Lord's Day Observance Society, 22,
Red Lion Square, London, W.C.l.
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THE DOCTRIKE OF ABSOLUTE PREDESTIXATIOK STATED AKD ASSERTED.

Translated from the Latin of Jerom Zanchius by Augustus
Montague Toplady, RA. Pp. 170. Price: cloth, 5s.; extra cloth,
7s. 6d. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell
Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This volume now issued by the Sovereign Grace Union is a very
important contribution to the cause of truth. There can be no question that predestination is a prominent doctrine revealed in the Word
of God. Mysterious and solemn though it is, it is a truth which no
Christian can afford to ignore. Moreover, the Gospel in its fulness,
completeness, and graciousness cannot be proclaimed unless this
doctrine, like sugar in tea, sweetens the whole. No preacher of the
Gospel who ignores or rejects the doctrine of predestination can be
said to preach the Gospel Scripturally. Behind all the blessings of
redemption are the predestinating and eternal purposes of God.
We greatly deplore the total absence of this truth in most of theprofessed Evangelical teaching of the day. We grant that sometimes
this truth is presented in a harsh and forbidding manner, but that is
no reason why it should be rejected altogether. In the reigns of
Edward VI, Queen Elizabeth, James I, and the greater part of
that of Charles I, what are called Calvinistic doctrines were almost
universally held by bishops, clergy, the universities, and the laity.
Dr. Harold Smith, of St. John's Hall, Highbury, in his little book on
the Thirty-nine Articles, recently issued; says, "Augustinian views
on the Doctrines of Grace (commonly called Calvinist, though Galvin
is responsible only for some special developments) were nearly universal
among the reformers" (pages 40, 41). It would seem that the
reformers, coming freshly as they did to thc open Bible, drank in its
truths (including predestination) with the simplicity of little children.
Would that there was now a return to such simplicity.
Jerom Zanchius was born in Italy in 1516. He became a monk,
and he appears to have been brought into the light through Peter
Martyr's lectures on the Epistle to the Romans. This was followed
by a diligent reading of the Scriptures and of the works of Augustine.
In 1550 Zanchius was obliged to quit Italy. He stayed at Geneva
for twelve months, and became divinity professor at Strasburg in
1553, and taught there for nearly eleven years. Here he wrote the
work we are now reviewing.
In 1568 he became divinity professor at the University of Heidelberg.
Here he died on Nov. 19th, 1590. He thus lived, and moved, and had
his being in the great period of the Reformation. We have gathered
these facts from Toplady's interesting "Life of Zanchius " prefixed
to this volume.
Of the volume itself we have nothing but praise. It is a most able,.
clear, and Scriptural exposition of the great doctrine of predestination.
Copious quotations from Scripture, Augustine, Luther, and Bucer
confirm the view taken by the author. We wish every minister and
theological student would read, mark, and inwardly digest this book.
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The doctrine it expounds is set forth throughout in a gracious manner.
We have reason to be grateful to Toplady for translating this work
from the Latin in the eighteenth century, and we rejoice that it is now
Teproduced in a volume well bound and handy.
WE have received My POCKET CmIPANIO~ for 1931. This is edited
by Mr. J. A. Kensit, and is issued by the Protestant Truth Society,
3--4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4. Price, single copy, post
free, 2td.; 6 copies for Is. 3d. Superior editions printed on special
paper, with extra pages and limp cloth, 7d. post free. Splendidly
bound in leather cloth, Is. Id. post free. Edition de luxe in leather
wallet with pockets and pencil, 2s. 7d. post free.
MAN'S RESPONSIBILITY. Thoughts concerning thc Responsibility of
the Natural and the Spiritual Man in Relation to the Law and the
Gospel. By Thomas Moor. 2d. each, or 25 for 4/-. With stiff
paper covers, 3d. each, or 25 for 5/6. (Mrs. E. T. Simms,
"Littleholme," Ormiston Park, Knock, Co. Down, Ireland; or
from Stanley L. Hunt, The Printeries, Rushden, Northants.)
This excellent pamphlet is selected from Thomas Moor's Cow~sels and
Thoughts for the Spiritual Life of Believers, published in 1883, but now
{Jut of print.
This is a thoughtful and clear, and, as it eems to us. Scriptural
unfolding of the truth concerning man's responsibility. The author
-carefully distinguishes between the responsibility of the natural man
and the responsibility of the spiritual man. "God makes no man
responsible for being born again," is a sentence which may stimulate
many to purchase this pamphlet.

" THE great Surety of the Covena.nt fulfilled all righteousness, yielded
to the law all the obedience it required, endured its curse; and consequently all the children of the Covenant must inherit the blessing.",J. A. Haldane.
" I WOULD entreat any man that hath his eyes set right in his head, to
read and consider the words of the Seventeenth Article, the order and
-soundness of them; and then let him judge whether perseverance unto
:the end be not soundly and roundly set down and averred in this
Article."-George Ca1'leton, Bishop of Chichester, 1626.
"CHRIST and His members make one Christ. Now is it possible a
piece of Christ can be found at la.st burning in hell? Can Christ be a
-crippled Christ? Can this member drop off and that? How can
Christ part with His mystical members and not \yjth His glory? "{Jurnall, 1655.

