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THE BELIEVER'S LAMP.

" Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path."PSALM cxix. 105.
THE Word of GOD was precious to the psalmist. It was better to
him" than thousands of gold and silver." It was" sweeter than
honey" to his mouth (verses 72, 103). It was so precious to him
that he loved it, and was constantly thinking about it. "0 how
love I Thy law! " he says" it is my meditation all the day" (verse
97). In his day books and literature of all kinds were very scarce.
To-day, the daily newspaper, the monthly magazines, and the
shoals of books which are issued from the press, are so numerous
that there is great danger of the child of GOD neglecting his Bible,
and allowing other things to crowd it out. Other literature no
doubt calls for our attention, but the first place should be given
to the Word of GOD. Before we leave our rooms in the morning
it is well if we secure time for unhurried, calm, and prayerful meditation on the Word of GOD. Before we retire it is well if again
the Holy Scriptures are opened, read, pondered, and prayed over.
The regular and prayerful reading of the Scriptures from Genesis
to Revelation should characterize every member of the LORD'S
family. A pause during the day for the reading of a psalm or
other portion in dependence on the teaching of the SPIRIT has a
calming and helpful effect on the spirit of the believer.
" As drink is pleasant to them that be dry, and meat to them
that be hungry, so is the reading, hearing, searching, and studying
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of Holy Scripture to them that be desirous to know GOD or themselves, and to do His will. . . . As they that are sick of an ague,
whatsoever they eat or drink, though it be never so pleasant,
yet it is as bitter to them as wormwood, not for the bitterness of
the meat, but for the corrupt and bitter humour that is in their
own tongue and mouth; even so is the sweetness of GOD'S word
bitter, not of itself, but only unto them that have their minds
corrupted with long custom of sin and love of this world" (Hom'ily
on the Reading of Holy Scripture).
Coming to the text standing at the head of this "Family
Portion," we are taught that what a lamp is to the feet of a traveller,
that the Word of GOD is to the pilgrim of Zion. It is a lamp unto
his feet, and a light unto his path.
The believer is travelling through the wilderness of this world,
and the world is dark by reason of the darkness of sin and of
spiritual ignorance with which it is enveloped. The present is
a dispensation of night, in contrast to the day that is yet to dawn.
The apostle says, " The night is far spent, and the day is at hand"
(Rom. xiii. 12). The believer therefore needs a lamp to his feet,
and a light to his path. Such a lamp is the Word of GOD. "We
have also," says the Apostle Peter, " a more sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed (in your hearts) as unto
a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the
day Star arise" (2 Pet. i. 19). Let us then think of the Word
of GOD as the believer's Lamp.
1. The Word of GOD is a lamp because it leads GOD'S people into
the right way.
It tells them of CHRIST Who is the only way to GOD and to
heaven. In that Word we read of CHRIST saying, "I am the
Way, the Truth, and the Life; no man cometh unto the FATHER
but by ME" (John xiv. 6).
It tells them of " the way of salvation." " Salvation," it teaches,
" is of the LORD." He drew up the eternal Covenant, in connection
with which, CHRIST, the eternal SON of GOD, came into the world
to save sinners. He sent forth His SON to redeem them that were
under the law. The Word of GOD tells how CHRIST was made a
curse for His people, that they might be redeemed from the curse
of the law. It tells us that He was exalted to be a PRINCE and
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a SAVIOUR, to give repentance to Israel, and remission of sins.
It tells us that salvation is to be experienced in no other person
but CHRIST, and that all the saved owe their salvation to GOD
Who hath saved them, not according to their works, but according
to His own purpose and grace, given to them in CHRIST before
the world began.
Thus the Word of GOD is "able to make us wise unto salvation
through faith which is in CHRIST JEsuS" (2 Tim. iii. 15).
It tells us of " the way of peace," the way of reconciliation with
GOD-reconciliation by the death of His SON.
It tells us of " the narrow way, which leadeth unto life." Thus
awakened by the SPIRIT, and following the guidance of this lamp,
GOD'S people are led to trust in CHRIST as the way to GOD, to
experience the salvation which He has wrought out, and to walk
in the narrow way which leadeth unto eternal life and blessedness.
2. Secondly, the Word of GOD is a lamp because it shows GOD'S
people the dangers which confront them in the way in which they are
travelling.
A traveller, walking in the dark without a lamp, is in danger
of stumbling over stones and other obstacles, or of falling into
holes or ditches. A lamp to his feet shows up the dangers and
enables him to avoid them.
Many are the perils which beset the pilgrim to the celestial
city.
He is in danger by reason of the devil, who as a roaring lion
walketh about seeking whom he may devour. We read of "the
wiles of the devil," showing the _craft and subtlety which he uses
to beguile the unwary pilgrim. We read of his "fiery darts"
wherewith he attempts suddenly and unexpectedly to wound the
traveller to Zion. We read of "the depths of Satan" which may
mean the hidden purposes and schemes of Satan from which only
the mighty power of Divine grace can deliver us. The pilgrim to
Zion is also in peril from the world of sinful men whom he daily
encounters. He is in danger of having fellowship with worldly
men, joining in worldly schemes and worldly pleasures, and walking
in the ways of a world that" lieth in the wicked one." Worldly
men occupy prominent positions in the professing Church, and
GOD'S people need to beware of being under their power and
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influence. Come out and be separate, is the Divine command.
And what shall be said of the flesh, the evil and corrupt nature
which every believer carries about with him? He is in continual
danger of yielding to his evil nature. Its uprisings are sometimes
so strong and overwhelming that were it not for the indwelling
power of the SPIRIT, the believer would give way to the vilest
sins. There is further the danger arising from false teachers.
These have always abounded more or less, and the pilgrim to
Zion is in grave danger of being led away by them. By good
words and fair speeches they may deceive the hearts of the simple.
All these dangers confront the traveller in the narrow way,
but they are all revealed to his view by the lamp of GOD'S truth.
The Word of GOD warns him of these perils, and thus it proves
itself to be a lamp unto his feet, and a light unto his path.
3. Thirdly, the Word of GOD is like a lam}] to those whose eyes
are open to see its light.

No light, however brilliant, is of any use to a blind man. He
is still in the dark whether the light of a candle, or of a lamp, or
of the noon-day sun, is brought to bear upon him. In like manner,
so long as men's eyes are spiritually blind, they cannot benefit by
the light of GOD'S Word. The LORD by His SPIRIT must open
their eyes, and turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto GOD, ere they can profit by the light of GOD'S
Word. In like manner, while the sinner is still dead in sin he is
incapable of profitably apprehending "the light of the glorious
Gospel of CHRIST." Only when quickened and regenerated by
the SPIRIT does he become conscious of his awful state and need,
and ready to appropriate the Divinely-provided remedy for his
sms.
Professor T. C. Johnson, of Richmond, Virginia, says: "A
man born blind is not made to see by making more brilliant the
light. The eye itself must be changed, it must be changed so as
to be competent to the uses of the medium of light. So also the
soul spiritually blind must be quickened to life before it can use
the light and by it see. Regeneration is not by moral suasion.
It is a Divine work wrought in an instant upon a sinner hostile
to GOD, who lacks the spiritual urge toward becoming godly, who
is at enmity with GOD. GOD may have filled his intellect with
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one or more truths about Himself. He may pour into his mind
on the heels of quickening many other truths about Himself and
His grace; and the newly awakened soul may at once begin the
living, vital, appropriation of that truth, and of all other truth,
which by reason of its quickening it is able better to take in. But
prior to regeneration, it is spiritually dead and morally unable to
save itself or do anything that tendeth thereto" (The Evangelical
Quarterly, October, 1930, p. 419).
Only then when the LORD in grace opens our blind eyes shall
we be able to see the light of the lamp of His Word. How we
need to pray that the LORD may open the eyes of the spiritually
blind, that they may see the light of His Word as a lamp to their
feet. Even the LORD'S regenerated people, however, need to have
their eyes daily opened to see more and more of the light of His
Word. Their constant prayer needs to be, "Open Thou mine eyes,
that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law" (Ps. cxix. 18).
Our understandings need to be opened that we may understand
the Scriptures and that we may grasp and appropriate ALL that
the prophets have spoken. When the LORD says, "Let there be
light," there will be light.
4. Fourthly, GOD'S Word is a lamp to His people when it is made
to shine so that they may see its light.
A lamp must be burning if it is to be of any use, but it cannot
burn without oil. Oil is needed for the light, and its illuminating
power must be made effective by the wick being lit, or by its being
brought into use. Oil is a symbol of the HOLY GHOST, and it is
clear that the lamp of GOD'S Word does not shine to direct our
way unless it is accompanied by the HOLY GHOST. The Gospel
must come to us, not in word only, but in power, and in the HOLY
GHOST, if it is to be effective and illuminating.
In other words, we need the HOLY GHOST to open to us the
Scriptures, and to make them shine in our hearts.
The power-the illuminating power of the SPIRIT-must light up
the pages of His Word, that we may see its preci.ous truths. Peter
speaks of " them that have preached the Gospel unto you with the
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven" (1 Pet. i. 12; see also Luke
xxiv. 32). Our eyes must be opened, and the Scriptures must be
opened to us.
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" The SPIRIT breathes upon the Word,
And brings the truth to sight;
Precepts and promises afford
A sanctifying light.
" A glory gilds the sacred page,
Majestic, like the sun;
It gives a light to every ageIt gives, but borrows none."

-..

5. Lastly, GOD'S Word is a lamp to His people when it is carried
about with them.
The lamp of GOD'S Word is needed always. Spiritual darkness
surrounds us at all times, and we can never afford to be without
the lamp of GOD'S truth. We need its illumination every step of
our pilgrimage. A lamp is no use on a dark night if its owner
leaves it at home, and walks out without it.
If GOD'S Word is to be a lamp to our feet at all times, it must
be always in use. It must be read, marked, learned, inwardly
digested, and prayerfully pondered every day. Our Bibles must
never be left on the shelf unused. Of the godly man it is said,
" His delight is in the law of the LORD; and in His law doth he
meditate day and night" (Ps. i. 2). The lamp of the Word is
his constant companion. The psalmist says: "0 how love I Thy
law! it is my meditation all the day" (Ps. cxix. 97).
It is a great help to carry about with us a pocket Bible or a
pocket New Testament with the psalms. There are times during
the day when a pause of a few minutes to read, meditate, and pray
brings great spiritual help.
We have found it useful to have a pocket Testament to pull
out when discussions arise in strange drawing or dining rooms.
But the Word of GOD needs also to be treasured up in the
memory. Constant and regular reading of the Word fixes its
precious truths in the memory, and the SPIP.IT brings these truths
to our memory for "arning, instruction and comfort. The
psalmist carried his lamp in his heart. "Thy Word," he says,
"have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee"
(Ps. cxix. 11).
May we, dear readers, value the Word of GOD more and more
in these dark and dangerous days. May its truths be more precious
:..
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to our hearts. May they be more firmly held and grasped, and
may our whlk and conversation be more in harmony with its holy
precepts.
" How precious is the Book Divine
By inspiration given.
Bright as a lamp its doctrines shine,
To guide our souls to heaven.
" It sweetly cheers our drooping hearts,

In this dark vale of tears;
Life, light, and joy its truth imparts,
And quells our rising fears.
" This lamp, through all the tedious night
Of life, shall guide our way;
Till we behold the clearer light
Of everlasting day! "
(John Fawcett, 1782).

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

CALLED OF GOD.
(JEREMIAH i. 5-8.)
I.
I knew thee in thy sin and shame,
I heard thy strong and piteous cry;
And for the glory of My Name,
I did not pass thee by.

Il.
I sanctified thee, Thou art Mine,
Yea, thou art precious in My sight;
I gave thee stores of grace Divine,
And put thy sins to flight.

Ill.
I send thee with a message clear
To thine own erring Fatherland.
And art thou fearful ~ Do not fear!
My purposes shall stand.

IV.
And I am with thee; climb this hill,
(Though difficult) at My behest;
My presence shall go with thee still,
And I will give thee rest.
(Rufus.)
L
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"NOT FOR THY RIGHTEOUSNESS."
" Understand therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this good
land to possess it for thy righteousness,. for thou art a stifjnecked people."-DEuTERONOMY ix. 6.

words were spoken by Moses to the children of Israel in
the closing month of the fortieth year of their wilderness journeys.
They had come to the borders of the promised land. In a short
time, under the leadership of Joshua, they were to cross the
Jordan, and take possession of the inheritance which the Lord
had promised to Abraham and to his seed. They would be confronted with formidable foes. Nations greater and mightier than
themselves would combine to oppose them, but Moses assured
them of victory. There were two things, however, which Moses
wished them clearly to understand ere they entered upon the task
set before them. First. they were to understand that they could
count upon the Divine presence in the conflict upon which they
were about to engage. "Understand therefore this day, that
the Lord thy God is He which goeth over before thee; as a consuming fire He shall destroy them, and He shall bring them down
before thy face: so shalt thou drive them out, and destroy them
quickly, as the Lord hath said unto thee" (Deut. ix. 3). Secondly,
they were to understand that their entrance into and conquest of
the land of Canaan, would not be due to any merit of their own.
They would be tempted to say, "For my righteousness the Lord
hath brought me in to possess this land." Such a thought was
not to be cherished for a moment. "Understand therefore, that
the Lord thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess it for
thy righteousness; for thou art a stiffnecked people" (Deut. ix. 6).
Three things call for notice in considering the words set down at
the head of these Wayside Notes. These three things relate to the
land, the people, and the ground upon which the Lord gave the
land to Israel for an inheritance.
1. First, let us think of the description of the land which the Lord
was about to give to His people.
It was" a good land." It is also described as "a good land
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and a large," " a land flowing with milk and honey" (Exod. iii. 8).
It was a land abounding in good things. "The Lord thy God
bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out of valleys and hills; a land of
wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates;
a land of oil olive, and honey; a land wherein thou shalt eat bread
without scarceness, thou shalt not lack anything in it; a land
whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass"
(Deut. viii. 7-9).
It was a land in which, therefore, there would be an abundant
supply of water, of food, of fruit, of oil, and of minerals. There
would be no scarceness, and no lack of anything in it. There
would accordingly be no hunger, no thirst, no want. May we not
say that here we have a beautiful, if imperfect, type of the heavenly
inheritance promised to all the Israel of God ~ The blessedness
of the heavenly inheritance is described in the Revelation. The
great multitude of the saved are a people who "shall hunger
no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on
them, nor any heat. For the Lamb "Which is in the midst of the
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains
of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."
Washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb, the redeemed
shall be before the throne of God in heaven. They shall serve Him
day and night in His temple, and He shaH dwell among them.
Having entered the heavenly inheritance they shall experience no
want, no hardship, and no sorrow. The Lamb will be their Shepherd, and" God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes" (Rev.
vii. 14-17).
The heavenly inheritance is a good land which the Lord God will
give to all His chosen, redeemed, and blood-washed people.
2. Secondly, let us think of the people to whom this land would be
gwen.
How does Moses, the inspired prophet of the Lord, describe
them ~ First, he describes them from the Divine standpoint.
" Thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy
God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself, above
all people that are upon the face of the earth. . . . The Lord loved
you. . . . The Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, and
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redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of
Pharaoh king of Egypt" (Deut. vii. 6-8).
There was no reason in them why the Lord should love them.
He loved them merely of His Own good pleasure. The passage
lI'e have quoted shows that they were a people Divinely and
gratuitously loved, chosen, and redeemed. They were a special
and a holy people unto the Lord above all the people that were
upon the face of the earth. To a people, therefore, beloved, chosen,
holy, and redeemed, the Lord was about to give the land of Canaan
for an everlasting inheritance. "They are Thy people and Thine
inheritance, which Thou broughtest out by Thy mighty power and
by Thy stretched out arm" (Deut. ix. 29).
It is such a people to whom the Lord will give the heavenly
inheritance. They are "a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
an holy nation, a peculiar people . . . called out of darkness into
His marvellous light: which in time past were not a people, but
are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but
now have obtained mercy." They are a people redeemed" with
the precious blood of Christ," saved and called, not according to
their works, but according to God's Own purpose and grace given
to them in Christ Jesus before the world began (see 1 Pet. i. 18, 19 ;
ii. 9, 10; 2 Tim. i. 9). To such the Lord says, "Fear not, little
flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom" (Luke xii. 32).
But Moses also describes the children of Israel by their true
character. Though they were the peculiar and special objects of
God's electing love and redeeming mercy, yet they were" a stiffnecked people." They were a"stubborn and an inflexibly obstinate
people. Rebellion, ingratitude, disobedience had continually
characterized them. They had continually provoked the Lord
their God to wrath during their wilderness wanderings. Moses
said to them, "From the day that thou didst depart out of the
land of Egypt, until ye came unto this place, ye have been rebellious
against the Lord" (Deut. ix. 7).
Moses·had not a good word to say for them. Yet in spite of all
their rebellion God loved them, chose them, and redeemed them,
and He was now about to bring them into that good land which he
had promised to give them for an everlasting inheritance. What
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about ourselves, dear readers 1 Are we better than they 1 Have
we not also been guilty of rebellion and sin, even all through our
regenerate lives 1 In spite of the Lord's eternal love, His electing
grace, and His redeeming, regenerating, and sanctifying mercy,
have we not been grievously guilty of sin in thought, word, and
deed 1
Even though we may have been kept from the grosser forms
of sin, have we not often had cause to hang down our heads in
shame because of the thoughts, desires, and inclinations of the
flesh, the carnal nature within us 1 " If we say we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." Yet, notwithstanding our utter unworthiness, the Lord our God intends to give
us the good and heavenly land which He has promised.
" Oh! to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be."

r
1-'

3. Thirdly, let us think of the reasons why the Lord was about to
give them this land.
Three reasons are suggested by Moses.
First, they would possess the land as a result 0/ a display of the
righteous judgment 0/ God against sin.
"Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thine
heart, dost thou go to possess their land: but for the wickedness
of these nations the Lord thy God doth drive them out from before
thee" (verse 5). "The iniquity of the Amorites" was now full.
The great nations which possessed the land of Canaan were sunk
in the grossest forms of sin and wickedness. The moral condition
of these nations was so awful that the Lord said to Israel, "Defile
not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations
are defiled which I cast out before you: and the land is defiled:
therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself
vomiteth out her inhabitants" (Lev. xviii. 24, 25). The land itself
is represented· as being so sick of the abominations of its people
that the Lord says, " the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants."
For the wickedness of these nations, then, God was about to
destroy them. In righteous judgment He intended to use the
children of Israel to punish them for their abounding iniquity.
There are those who suggest that such judgment upon the ungodly
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is :inconsistent with the character of God, as set forth in the
New Testament. Such people conveniently forget that in the New
Testament we read that "the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men"
(Rom. i. 18). That Divine wrath was manifested in New Testament times against Jerusalem's people because of national sin.
Of this display of Divine wrath our Lord speaks when, with tears
in His eyes, He predicted the siege of Jerusalem, and the awful
suffering and destruction which would ensue. Those were "the
days of vengeance." Then were there to be " great distress and
wrath upon this people" (see Luke xix. 41-44; xxi. 20-24). The
character of God is unchangeable. In all ages He has shown Himself to be "a God that judgeth the earth." The overthrow of
empires like Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome, were
exhibitions of His judicial wrath. The awful, unprecedented,
and unparalleled sufferings caused by the great War were manifestations of His inflexible justice, displayed because of the wickedness
of the nations.
The late David Baron wrote, " The command to utterly destroy
the Canaanites has occasioned a good deal of quibbling on the
part of unbelievers, who . . . set themselves up as judges of God's
character, and tell us that it is inconsistent with the attribute of
mercy for such a command to have been given to Israel.
"The simple believer, on the other hand, remembering the marvellous long-suffering which God exercised toward these Canaanitish
nations, and how for many centuries He had been waiting and
restraining His anger because' the iniquity of the Amorite was
not quite full,' can not only exclaim, ' great and marvellous are
Thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways,
Thou King of nations'; but he can even see also His love and
concern for humanity as a whole in this stern decree against the
degenerate Canaanite, who, even in the universal corruption of the
ancient world, stood out as notorious for his cruelties and abominations" (The History of Israel, p. 233).
"The Lord is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His
works." " Righteousness and judgment are the habitation of His
throne" (Ps. xcvii. 2; cxlv. 17).
The time for the display of His righteous judgment against the
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nations of Canaan had come and this was one of the reasons
which occasioned the possession of Canaan by the chosen people
of Israel.
A second reason was the faithfulness of God.
" Not for thy righteousness . . . dost thou go to possess their
land: but for the wickedness of these nations the Lord thy God
doth drive them out from before thee, and that He may perform
:>;

...

I-

the word which the Lord sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and
J acob." The Lord wished to be true to His promises to Abraham,

Isaac, and Jacob. To them He had promised to give the land for
an everlasting inheritance. Because of His faithfulness to His
Covenant with them, their seed were now to possess it. Joseph
died resting upon this Covenant promise. "I die," he said, " and
God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto
the land which He sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to J acob "
(Gen. 1. 24). The entrance to Canaan by the people of Israel was
therefore a remarkable illustration of the faithfulness of God to
His Covenant promises.
In like manner He will be faithful to His everlasting Covenant.
He will bring all the Israel of God into the heavenly Canaan in
accordance with His Covenant engagements.
We live" in hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie,
promised before the world began" (Titus i. 2). To the great Surety
of the everlasting Covenant this promise was doubtless made
on behalf of His people. It is a promise repeated in time to the
elect. "This is the promise that He hath promised us, even
eternal life " (1 John ii. 25). That promise He will assuredly fulfil.
He gave His only-begotten Son to die on the cross, to the end
that all who believe in Him should not perish, but finally inherit
eternal life. Being now" justified by His grace" they are made
heirs of eternal life (see Titus iii. 7), and hereafter" the righteous
shall go away into life eternal" (Matt. xxv. 46).
Thus He is "the faithful God, Which keepeth Covenant and
mercy with them that love Him."
The third reason why the Lord was about to give unto Israel the
land which He had promised was because of His grace. It was
not to be on account of their righteousness, or for the uprightness
of their heart that they should possess the land. Moses carefully
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warned them against cherishing the thought of human merIt m
regard to their possession of the land. "Understand therefore,
that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess
it for thy righteousness; for thou art a stiffnecked people." As,
therefore, there was no merit, no goodness, no righteousness in
them, it could not be for their righteousness that they would
possess the land. It must, therefore, be because of the rich, free,
sovereign, and special grace of God that this great blessing would
be theirs. All human merit was wholly ruled out. The same is
true, dear readers, of the heavenly inheritance. "Not by works
of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost; which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus
Christ our Saviour; that being justified by His grace, we should
b~ made heirs according to the hope of eternal life " (Titus iii. 5-7).
" Not for thy righteousness" shalt thou go in and possess the
heavenly inheritance. Thou art saved and called with a holy
calling, not according to thy works, but according to His Own
purpose and grace given thee in Christ Jesus before the world
began. All thy righteousnesses are as filthy rags. Thine entrance
into heaven will be due to the blood and righteousness of Christ.
" Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."

\.-

Perish, then, all thought of human merit, and glory only in the
merits of thy great High Priest. For be thou well assured that
such only as are Divinely crothed with "the garments of salvation," and covered" with the robe of righteousness" shall dwell
in the heavenly Canaan. May we, dear readers, disown all confidence in any fancied righteousness of our own, and may we glory
only in the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ.
TI-IE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

" WHEN your will is turned from evil, or inclined to good, it is the
Lord's doing."-John Berridge.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" All the horns of the wicked also will I cut off,. but the horns of the
nghteous shall be exalted."-PSALM lxxv. 10.
THE horn of Scripture was indicative of power, and the horn of His
people must ever set forth the power and strength of Jehovah-Jesus
as put forth on behalf of His redeemed, and in Whom they find their
"everlasting strength," and the One alone worthy to be trusted.
Thus David cries out in the joy of this knowledge, " I will love Thee,
o Lord my strength . . . the horn of my salvation" (Ps. xviii. 1, 2).
The majesty and greatness of Jehovah were likewise revealed to the
prophet Habakkuk (iii. 4) when" His glory covered the heavens, and
the earth was full of His praise, and His brightness was as the light:
He had horns coming out of His hand: and there was the hiding of
His power." Whilst six hundred years later Zacharias broke out in
holy ecstasy, being" filled with the Holy Ghost," as "he prophesied
saying, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for He hath visited and
redeemed His people, And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us
in the house of His servant David" (Luke i. 59). And that" horn
of salvation" came; did the will of His Father; finished the work
given Him to do in the redemption of His people, and was seen in
the Apocalypse by John in holy vision as "a Lamb as it had been
slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits
of God sent forth into all the earth" (Rev. v. 6).
We quote but one Scripture (and that found in our Psalm from which
we write) to show how any other than the horn of God's revealed and
accepted salvation will be rejected and consigned to everlasting doom" I said to the wicked, Lift not up the horn; lift not up your horn
on high: speak not with a stiff neck" (verses 4, 5).
Now since "the horns of the righteous" are all found in their
Christ, the accepted, beloved and altogether lovely One, we shall
endeavour to pursue this line of thought, and I trust to the building
up and comfort of His saints who are in His hand, and whose
11

Hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness."

All through the Mosaical dispensation the altar had its conspicuous
place and part for worship in the camp of Israel. We cannot quote
the whole Scriptural instructions as to its materials, dimensions, and
use (will the readers look up for themselves Exodus xxvii. 1-8 ~),
every detail of which is of sacred import, but the Divinely ordered
position of the altar of burnt offering reveals how all true service must
begin at the altar, that there could be no communion without blood,
and that sacrifice must precede our approach to God. Placed at the
very entrance of the Court of the Tabernacle, access into the holy
place could only be made by way of the altar. The coming Israelites
32
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were taught thereby that not one of them as worshippers could
approach but by way of sacrifice and blood. So as they came with
their offering to the priest, they waited and watched while he slew
the victim and offered it up for a burnt offering for them unto the
Lord. Thence the blood streamed and the ashes of the burnt animal
passed through the hollow grating, and all were received and dealt
with by Divinely prescribed shovels, basins, flesh hooks and fire pans;
and thus was set forth the value of the whole burnt offering. The
wood of which the altar was made was to set forth the humanity of
Christ, and the brass which covered it declared how He, the holy
Victim, endured and bare all the fire of Divine wrath because He was
both God and Man, Sacrifice and Altar. All the four corners had
horns to which the victim was bound. And this reminds us of David's
words in psalm and prophecy alike when, in exultant praise, he cries
out, " Blessed be He that cometh in the name of the Lord; we have
blessed you out of the house of the Lord."
" God is the Lord which had showed us light: bind the sacrifice
with cords, even unto the horns of the altar." God, the Author of
light, sheds forth the light of the Gospel in the One Altar and Sacrifice,
the One Offering for sin, even Him Who perfected thereby for ever
them that were sanctified. And the perfection of that One "-ho
offered Himself without spot gives the believer in Christ, who can
rest only and utterly upon that perfect atoning work, hope and consolation, and enables the soul to rejoice greatly in God.
In listening recently to a young preacher, earnest as he was in
leading our thoughts to that wonderful first chapter of Ephesians,
whilst he used the miserable and unscriptural expression of "Christ
wanting us to be co-partners with Him in the work of salvation,"
I thought how much he missed and how greatly he erred from having
overlooked the key-word of that glorious chapter, the little but allimportant word" in." Look it up, dear reader, and count the many
times that word is used in that one chapter alone to set forth to the
everlasting comfort of God's redeemed people and to His everlasting
glory, how all our salvation and all our blessings are the outcome of
being in Chn:st, even "chosen in Him before the foundation of the
world." How utterly it does away with the unscriptural and Christdishonouring thought of a part salvation, a creature attempting to
add a jot or tittle to that sovereign, kingly, mighty salvation accomplished and finished by the Divine Surety and Substitute. This is
how" the horns of the righteous" may well be exalted! They glory
in the perfect and finished work. They take covert under the spotless
righteousness of Him Who knew no sin and, knowing they have not
a rag of their own to cover them, they have learned how when they
were" without strength" Christ died for them, and that in the Lord
alone have they righteousness and strength. Their horn is lifted up
on high in Him, through Him, and by Him. That is their sanctuary.
" I flee unto Thee to hide me," says the soul, knowing other refuge
has he none.
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That is how Hannah learned the secret of her horn being exalted.
Her prayer was heard, registered in heaven, and returned with gracious
answer and fulfilment. She had pleaded the all-prevailing Name
which the Father cannot deny; and in grateful acknowledgment she
says, "My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, mine horn is exalted in the
Lord; my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies, because I rejoice
in Thy salvation." "For this child I prayed," and dedication to the
Lord Who had given him follows, and she lends him to the Lord, to
His service and glory" as long as he liveth." How spiritual it all is !
How in keeping with the New Testament command to " seek ye first
the kingdom of God" and all the lesser things of time" will be added"
unto you! Have you and I ever prayed thus for the glory of our God,
beloved reader? Are you yearning, agonizing, praying these long
years for the new birth, for the forming of Christ in one dear to you?
Have we travailed in birth until Christ be formed in such an one, the
Hope of glory? Has it been our sole desire to see the salvation of
God in such an one to His eternal praise and glory? Oh, pray on,
give not up. Flee to the horns of your Altar until your horn of eternal
praise begin, " I will declare for ever; I will sing praises to the God
of Jacob," says our psalm. Oh, what a large and wonderful place
has prayer in our lives! "It is the Christian's native breath," says
the poet, and you and I find our relief in prayer, and how many a
deliverance we obtain thereby, since
"Praying breath can wonders do,
Bring relief in greatest straits."
Yes, living faith hath an eye, an ear, and a hand-an eye which
looks beyond the natural and sees God; an ear which hears no voice
but His; and a hand that lays hold of eternal realities, even the horns
of His altar, which alone is faith's plea and hope and expectation and
sanctuary. "For Thou art the glory of their strength; and in Thy
favour our horn shall be exalted." "He also exalteth the horn of
His people: the praise of all His saints: even the children of Israel,
a people near unto Him. Praise ye the Lord! "
And shall we not seek grace to exalt our horn in the Lord, as we
think of how His binding there meant the loosening of our bonds!
" Tied and bound with the chain of our sins," as our Church Service
expresses it and prays, "yet let the pitifulness of Thy great mercy
loose us for the honour of Jesus Christ our Mediator and Advocate."
Mav we who are burdened, cast down, and tied with the chain of our
sin~, by faith look away to Him Who was" led as a lamb to the
slaughter," and, trembling, weak, and little, as that faith may be,
lay our hands on His dear head:
"While like penitents we stand,
And there confess our sin."
It is through His meritorious sacrifice alone that "the horns of
the righteous" are "exalted."

l
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"Believing we rejoice, to see the curse remove;
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice, and sing His
bleeding love."
In this brief paper we have endeavoured to set forth the perfection
of Jehovah's sacrifice. In type the altar was "to be an altar most
holy." And even the very horns ordained of God for the binding of
the sacrifice to that altar were emblems of praise to His people.
When Aaron the high priest offered the sacrifice it was" a sweet
savour unto the Lord." Praise likewise followed in Solomon's dedication of the temple, when he had" made an end of praying all this
prayer and supplication unto the Lord, he arose from before the altar
of the Lord . . . and stood and blessed all the congregation of Israel
with a loud voice, saying, Blessed be the Lord," etc. And praise
followed the Sacrifice of Calvary's Lamb when He revealed Himself
as the risen, blessing, and ascending Lord. "They worshipped Him
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in
the temple, praising and blessing God." Acceptable praise will and
must ever follow the consideration, meditation, and realization of that
One Sacrifice for sins in the hearts of everyone of His redeemed,
believing people whose hope alone lieth in that One mighty to save.
The language of their grace-trained hearts will be " Christ our Passover
is slain for us, therefore let us keep the feast." They will thus in their
measure enter into the joyous truth of the words, "Whoso offereth
praise glorifieth Me: and to him that ordereth his conversation aright,
R.
will I show the salvation of God."
THE DANGER OF LAPSING INTO GRIEVOUS SIN.
THE cases of David and Peter are no doubt intended as warnings
to God's true people. They were both numbered amongst God's
people, and yet how grievously they fell into sin.
From time to time we hear of others being ruined in temporal things
by sin. Sometimes, as in the case of David and Peter, we hear or
read of serious lapses into sin Dn the part of some of God's Own true
people. In other cases men whose lives have been outwardly upright
for a long time give way to temptation, and bring ruin on all their
earthly prospects.
Recently we read of a Bank Manager who was receiving a salary
of £900 a year being sentenced to three months' imprisonment fo~'
stealing £400 belonging to the bank of which he was a trusted servant.
He thus lost his character, his honourable position, a good salary,
and a prospective pension of £330 a year.
It transpired that his downfall was thought to be due to drink and
moneylenders. Such downfalls are a solemn warning to the Lord's
f 'd
people. Only the grace of God can keep us.
" Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor.
x. 12). Oh, what need there is on the part of the Lord's Own people
to watch and pray lest they enter into temptation !-The Editor. :
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Sermon£' an)) Notts of Sermons.
THE PRIEST.

A SERMON

BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

" Tctke thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons uith him, f1'om
among the child"en of Ismel, that he may minister ~mto Me, in the
priests's office."-ExoDUS xxviii. l.

,.-
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No pencil's art can represent the sun. No marble can express the eye.
No image can portray Christ's riches. He leaves all boundaries
behind. But still His knowledge is the soul's choice food. It is the
joy of joys, it is the life of life.
The tabernacle stood to be the witness of His truth. The altar
was upraised-the victims died-the incense curled-the lamps were
lighted-the shew-bread was presented to paint in varied way His
varied worth.
These many types taught much. But this full cluster is not a full
picture. A living office, therefore, receives birth. An active order
is now added. The Priest appears to be an ever-moving semblance of
redeeming work.
Reader, we live in times when erring lips mispersonate our Lord.
But err we cannot when we behold Him in the Priestly ordinance.
Our Priest is not on earth. The Spirit witnesses, "We have a great
High Priest, that is passed into the heavens" (Heb. iv. 14). Who
can this be but Christ ~ Thus Christ is the Priest, Who ministers
for us. Ignorance makes many priests. Faith knows but one.
First, mark the call. It is most clear. No human mind selects
the priest. No self-called man usurps the work. The service is
ordained by God. The sacred order has a door, which none can pass
but by Divine command. The heavenly will thus speaks, " Take thou
unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him." The purport
is distinct: "No lllan taketh this honour unto himself, but he that
is called of God, as was Aaron" (Heb. v. 4). In Christ the end is
found. "So also Christ glorified not Himself, to be made an High
Priest; but He, that said unto Him, Thou art my Son, to-day have I
begotten Thee" (Heb. v. 5).
There is a volume of instruction here. Christ swiftly flies on outstretched wings of love. But all the flight, and all the course, are
in the path which God marked out. The Father chooses, and the
Father sends. The Son obeys and hastens to the work. Hence all
poor sinners may repose without one fear on Christ. He comes
commissioned to discharge a settled service. He saves according to
decree.
The office is protected by another fence. None cau pass through
who have defect. The interdict is stern. All who draw near must
show completeness in complete perfection. Thus saith the Lord,
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" Whosoever he be of thy seed, in their generations, that hath any
blemish, let him not approach to offer the bread of his God" (Lev.
xxi. 17). This leads us to explore the all-surpassing worthiness of
Christ. He is beauty in its full-blown blaze, and grace in its most
graceful form. He is as bright as God is bright. He is as perfect
as God is perfect. Righteousness is His girdle. Glory is His robe.
The very heavens are unclean beside Him.
Reader, keep Jesus always in your sight. The world in all its tinselshow will then no more be seen. This admiration has transforming
power. Faith looks, and as it looks, an inward likeness grows. We
" arfJ changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord" (2 Cor. iii. 18). He is the holiest man who sees
by faith the most of Christ.
Let Christ, then, take the priesthood for His people. He has full
worthiness. No sin ever stained Him.
Through this vestibule we may press on to view the priestly work
itself. It is a tree of many branches. The main are thus described:
" Every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in
things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices
for sin" (Heb. v. 1). At the altar the chief functions were discharged.
There is an altar, then, at which Jesus served. Calvary shows it.
Let faith, with open and adoring eye, survey that scene. It gladdens
heaven, and affrights all hell. It should be meditation's happiest
seat. The promised Lamb appears. The victim chosen before time
began-the theme of prophet's song-the crown of patriarchal hopethe jewel in each typifying casket, is now led forth. It is the God-man
Jesus-Jehovah's fellow-creation's author-the Lord of all thingsthe Prince of life. He comes to die, that He may save-to bleed,
that He may make atonement-to lay down life, that sin may be
destroyed. An altar is prepared. It is sufficient for the mighty load.
Its pillars are the strength of Deity.
But what Priest leads this Lamb, and binds Him to the altar?
The Priest is Jesus. He teaches this when speaking of His life. He
says, " No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself" (John
x. 18). The Spirit bids us mark the Sacrificer's hand, when He adjoins,
He " through the eternal Spirit, offered Himself without spot to God"
(Heb. ix. 14). Jesus well knew that nothing but His blood could
satisfy; and He did not withhold it. He loved to save, and therefore
loved to die. He joyed to do His Father's will, and therefore joyed
to give Himself. The language of the cross is loud and clear. All
that My Father's glory asks-all that My people's need requiresI willingly present. I gladly die to honour God, and bring redemption
to My flock.
My soul, turn often to the self-sacrificing act. Do you seek proof
that He desires your pardon? Behold it in His arm stretched out to
give Himself. You must be spared. He will not spare Himself.
But when the blood was shed, the priestly work was not concluded.
On the most solemn day of Israel's year the high priest passed the
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veil. He stood before the mercy-seat. But not without the proof
of sacrifice enacted. He brought the blood. He sprinkled it before
the ark.
Is Jesus here ~ What is the Spirit's comment. "By His own
blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us " (Heb. ix. 12).
We thus gain vision of the courts above. Our eyes are opened to
a wondrous sight. We see our Jesus transacting still the priestly
functions.
My soul, be much in spirit, and by faith, in heaven. It is a sin,
a shame, a folly, and a loss, to live apart from Him, who ever lives
for you. Abide by Jesus. He is never absent from the Father's
side. He ever shows His soul-redeeming blood. It has an eloquence
which must prevail. It has a plea, which no accusing rage can answer.
It is full price for all the ransomed race. It fills the scales which justice
brings. It gives to truth its every demand. It silences the Law's
stern curse. It claims all pardon-and all sins are pardoned. What
now can Satan say ~ The high priest shows the blood. All charge
is answered: all guilt removed: the blood-bought are absolved.
The high priest bears a censer, too. From it, a cloud of rising
incense covers all the mercy-seat (Lev. xvi. 12, 13). Thus Jesus fills
the heavens with fragrance. His precious intercession sheds precious
odours around. He pleads that all His work on earth is done. He
spreads His wounded hands. He shows His wounded side. He
proves that every term of the vast Covenant of grace is kept: that sin
is punished, and His people free. Oh, the rich savour of such rich
pleas! All attributes take up the shout, "Who shall lay anything
to the charge of God's elect? "
The high priest exercised another function. It was his happy
province to strew blessings round. "Speak unto Aaron, and unto
His sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel"
(Num. vi. 23). Jesus is called to be a blessing Lord. Mark His
departing act: "He led them out as far as to Bethany, and He lifted
up His hands and blessed them '~ (Luke xxiv. 50). And now He lives
in heaven a blessing-life, and opens there His blessing-hands, and
utters there His blessing-voice, and displays there His blessing-smile.
Poor sinners feel their sin. They see the Saviour. They flee to
wash in His all-cleansing blood. They hide beneath His glorious
righteousness. This is a blessing. They burst the bonds of sin and
Satan-they love the sacred feasts of Bible-truth and holy ordinances
-they glory in the sealing sacraments. This is a blessing. They
rejoice with joy unspeakable-they trample on the world, and all its
snares, and all its baits. They see hell vanquished-heaven their
home-saints their brethren-angels their ministering guardiansJesus their all. This is a blessing. Life is theirs-Death is theirsChrist is theirs-Heaven is theirs-Glory is theirs-Eternity is theirs.
This is a blessing. All these streams flow down from Jesus our High
Priest, Who ever lives to execute this blessing work.
l
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It is the Spirit's earnest will, that we should know and use this
Great High Priest. Hence, by repeated contrasts, He l1mgnifies His
worth. This teaching bids us give ear. Let us advlJ,nce, then, and
pluck some fruit from these luxuriant boughs.
Read Hebrews vii. 23. The priests who ministered to Israel's sons
were only men. Dust was their substance, and to dust they soon
returned. Death soon removed them from their post. Our Great
High Priest is very God. His life is immortality. Eternity is His
day. No time can bring decay to Him. No age makes His seat void.
So long as mediating work remains, His mediating office lives.
Read Hebrews vii. 27. They were corruption's seed. Sin cleaved
to their most holy service. Their very best was vile and black. They
must make offerings for themselves. They needed blood to wash
away their guilt. Jesus is pure as God is pure. He breathed no
atmosphere but perfect holiness. Poor sinners have a sinless Priest
in Him.
Read Hebrews ix. 7. They passed the veil but once in every year.
He entered heaven as His own abode. There day and night He
pleads, and will present incessant pleas until the latest saint be safely
gathered home.
Read Hebrews ix. 12. Their victims were but creatures of this
lower world. The blood was only blood of beasts. It had no saving
power. It could not touch transgression's infinite pollution. Jesus
presents Himself to God. He brings the very blood of God. All
worlds are worthless when compared to this. Believer, this is your
full salvation.
Read Hebrews x. 11. They offered often. The victims died, the
altars blazed, the incense burned from year to year-from day to day.
Jesus presents one victim once. His death once died, His life once
given, His blood once shed, fully and for ever washed out His people's
sins, redeemed His people's lives, and saved His people's souls. His
one surrender of Himself as the atoning Lamb for ever quenched all
wrath-for ever took away all curse-for ever satisfied all claimsfor ever saved the family of fatth-for ever opened heaven-for ever
vanquished hell. To add to infinite perfection is impossible. Woe
be to them who think such offering incomplete!
The Spirit cries, "Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our
profession, Christ Jesus" (Heb. iii. 1). Reader, obey. Make Him
the centre of your every thought ;-the home of your adoring mind;
-the first, the last of meditation's joys. Christ's Priesthood is a
theme, which time cannot exhaust. It is a theme for which eternity
is short.

" To speak of Henry (i.e., Henry VIII) as ever other than a Romanist
is to overlook the fact that there were as many martyrs to the
Protestant faith in his as in Mary's reign." -The Reformation in England,
by W. H. Beckett, p. 35.
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SERMONETTE.
JOHN THE BAPTIST'S TESTIMONY TO CHRIST.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.

WE are perhaps a little inclined to overlook the importance of the
testimony of John the Baptist to the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet it is
most important. For, in the first place, he was the subject of Old
Testament prophecy (Is. xl. 3; Mal. iii. 1) and, when he was about
to be born, the event was announced to his father Zacharias by an
angel of the Lord, who said, " Thou shalt call his name John" (meaning
"The grace of the Lord "). Afterwards, Zachari&s, "Filled with
the Holy Ghost, pTophesied," saying, " Thou, child, shalt be called the
Prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord,
to prepare His ways" (Luke i. 76). The Lord Himself said: "Among
those that are barn of women, there is not a greater prophet than
John the Baptist" (Luke vii. 28). The Evangelist, Matthew, declared
of him, " This is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias (Isaiah),
saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the
way of the Lord, make His paths straight" (Matt. iii. 3); and also the
Evangelist John spake of him as follows: "There was a man sent
from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to
bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.
He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light"
(the Lord Jesus Christ) (John i. 6-8).
Now, first of all, John the Baptist testified of Jesus that He was
the Christ (the Messiah). "John bare witness of Him" (" The Word,"
the Lord Jesus Christ) (John i. 15, etc.). He proclaimed His Deity,
and His pre-existence before His incarnation, saying, " He that cometh
fTom above is above all. . . . He that corneth j1-om heaven is above all "
(John iii. 31). And, after the circumstances connected with the Lord's
baptism, he said, " I saw, and bem' TccoTd that thl:S is the Son of God"
(John i. 34).
Equally clear was the Baptist's testimony to Christ's atoning death,
for, " Looking upon Jesus as He walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of
God! " (John i. 29, 36). Those who heard would remember the words
of the prophet Isaiah concerning the Messiah, "He is brought as a
lamb to the slaughter" (Isa. liii. 7), and well understood the significance
of the Passover lamb, and the lambs offered in sacrifice morning and
evening in the Temple services. And therefore John said: "Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world! "
Again, he bore witness to the necessity of a personal faith in Christ
for salvation, and of the terrible condition of an unbeliever, saying,
" He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that
believeth not the Son shall not see life: but the wrath of God abideth
on him" (John iii. 36).
Nor must we omit to notice his testimony to that fundamental
doctrine of the faith, the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son
and Spirit, when he said, "He whom God hath sent speaketh the
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words of God; for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him.
The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into His hand"
(John iii. 34, 35).
All this is wonderful testimony-the Divinely inspired testimony
of the greatest of the prophets except the Lord Jesus Himself.

SUNSET GLORY-PERSONAL COMFORT.
" THE heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament showeth
His handiwork." The shining of the midday sun in shimmering
brightness, and the starry sky spangled all over the vast expanse on
a clear moonlight night, are sights that dwell in memory and speak in,
I was going to say, glowing language, but with a silence which overawes,
expresses perhaps the feeling more exactly. "When I consider Thy
heavens, th~ work of Thy fingers," exclaimed David, as he gazed up
to the starry sky, in its almost bewildering beauty, studded with gold
in its splendour, and he asked" What is man that Thou art mindful
of him, and the son of man, that Thou visitest him? For Thou hast
made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with
glory and honour."
I was very much impressed with the very gorgeous sunset a few
evenings ago, succeeding a day of sunshine. It was indeed a day and
evening to be long remembered. High up was a pale grey sky, surrounded, or I should say edged, with bright, white, soft, fleecy clouds,
looking like heads very close together. Thus beneath this wonderful
grey and white canopy appeared a succession of wonderful pictures,
mountains, lakes and rivers, mingled in changing aspects, continually
crimson and gold with sweet blue and tender green and silvery sheen,
forming constantly fresh scenes; at one time like the sea with golden
sands and high cliffs, changing gradually, so softly melting into a river,
widening, contracting, melting into shimmering silvery lakes. I
watched the wonderful view for a long time in its constantly changing
aspects, so that one felt the ex-quisite tenderness of it all. Naturally
His handiwork is delicately fashioned in every way, and this sight
gave to the understandings of His loved ones a picture of His dealings.
He loves to draw, not to overawe. And this wonderful and glonious
sight indeed spoke to the heart declaring the glory of God. "The
work of Thy fingers." "His handiwork!" Oh, how glorious He is in
an His works-in redemption and justification and sactification-all
of grace, all His own !
"Oh to grace how grea.t a debtor
Daily I"m constrained to be."

This brilliant sunset was a parable, the view above and below constantly changing like His dealings-sometimes dark, sometimes bright.
But the background of His love is always the same. He stoops to
l·isten to the wordless longing of His redeemed people. He is mindful
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of His Covenant. He heals them, binds up their wounds, comforts
them with His smile and cheers them with His own strength. They
are strong in the power of His might.
Whilst on the subject of His cheer I would fain mention His gracious
dealings personally very recently. It is a very simple instance, for
He does deal so largely with His gifts and comforts, but the still small
voice of His tender providences speaks so personally, so sweetly.
During a restless, sleepless, anxious time in the night, I felt a great
longing for my dear mother and her gentle soothing, when quite
suddenly came the well-known words, "As one whom his mother
comforteth so will I comfort you." It came so spontaneously, so
unexpectedly, so clearly as if spoken, and I had not been thinking of
the passage. But He had. He remembered for me, and reminded.
A few hoUTs later my craving returned for just a word from Himself.
I asked the Lord for another assurance, and going to a beautiful
basket of texts which a dear Christian friend had sent me, filled with
texts written out and prayed over by herself, on slips of paper rolled
up, I drew one prayerfully out and read the sweet words which He had
sent through her.
"HE CARETH FOR YOU."

"He cares, He cares far more for you
Than earthly friend can do,
Your Heavenly Father's heart above
Is occupied with you."
:My heart was deeply touched with this double assurance, the double
assurance of precious mother comfort, and beloved father care, linking
Himself with them.
Dear reader, He still" talketh by the way." He still comes to the
grace-drawn sinner whom the Holy Spirit has quickened. He still
comes as He did to the disciples going to Emmaus. He still draws
near and goes with them. He still" talks to them by the way," and
His talks are so wonderfully simple and gracious, especially if we are
sad, for He is full of sympathy. _ "What manner of communications
are these that ye have one to another as ye walk and are sad ~" And
He turned their sadness into gladness, just the same as He does
now. He draws near, He sees, He asks, He listens to our story, He
explains, He relieves, and they rejoice. And thus He deals with us
now.
And He will come again soon. All the forces of nature are proclaiming it by storm, tempest, earthquakes, sin in terribly appalling strength,
disregard and contempt of the Lord's day, the Lord's work, the Lord's
ways, the Lord's people. But He h8,s His own appointed time and He
will not fail.

" I will come again." "I will see you again, and your heart shall
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you."
He shall appear to your joy.
NETTlE.
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"THERE IS NONE LIKE IT."
WHEN Isaiah, comforting God's people, and speaking comfortably to
Jerusalem, asked them to whom God is to be likened, and with whom
compared-he was repeating the challenge which the Saviour of Israel
put into the mouth of Moses. "There is none like the God of Jeshurun,
Who rideth upon the heavens for thy help." It was the greatness of
God which comforted David in Psalm lxxxvi. He himself was poor
and needy, but he knew that if God bowed down His ear and heard him,
he would be answered with help, " for there is none like unto Thee,
o Lord, neither are there any works like unto Thy works," and when
for the time being his sorrows were past and he was comforted, as in
Psalm lxxxix., he felt like singing of mercy for ever. It was still
because, " Who in heaven can be compared unto the Lord, who among
the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the Lord ~" David had
received much comfort and help from the sons of the mighty, but
there was One only ·Who was without variableness or the shadow of
a turning, One only Who changed not from the earliest to the latest
day. He it was Who could cut seas asunder, or turn the hearts of
men. And again David asked the same thing in Psalm xxxv., when
false witnesses rose up against him, all his bones asked, " ·Who is like
unto Thee, Which deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for
him, the poor and needy from him that spoileth him ~" It was this
God-his for ever and ever-that David was thinking of when he
arrived, hungry and at his wits' end, at the place of Ahimelech, the
priest of Nob. He was an outcast and a fugitive, and Ahimelech was
afraid of him, and knew not how to help him, even with bread. But
David knew Him Who feedeth the hungry, that He was God over alleven over His Own laws. But he wanted a sword. Did Ahimelech
have one that he could give him? Yes, one, " the sword of Goliath,
whom thou slewest . . . behold it is here, wrapped in a cloth behind
the ephod: if thou wilt take that, take it, for there is no other save
that. And David said there is none like it, give it me." And he arose
and fled. Nothing that he could carry would so remind him of that
Strength which is made perfect in weakness. I thought of what
David said, one Lord's Day morning, at the end of the sermon. 'Twas
the gospel: the holy triumph of Christ, and the inestimable privilege
and security of those who taste of His joy in salvation. There is
none like it. How little we know of the joy, how much oftener we
seem to think that there is no confusion of spirit like ours, no such
continual warfare, no such constant condemnation. But we are
allowed to compare spiritual things with spiritual; not necessarily
with lines of red ink drawn from one text to another. That might be
as the apostle says of man's wisdom. But when some spiritual experience, whether dark or light, is hinted at, and there is an answering
understanding in one's heart, I think that may be a comparison coming
home with the comfort of the Holy Comforter, and" there is none
like it, give it me."
Goliath's sword was David's now: it had been made (but the giant
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did not know the bct as he carried it about) for his own destruction,
but David had taken it, as the Lord Jesus took the Word of God in
the wilderness, and silenced the devil with it. May we have the
same weapon put into our hands. It is wrapped in the cloth of our
Bibles, where also, and on the heart of Christ, are the names of the
beloved of the Lord.
FOLLOWER-ON.
ON THE UNITY OF CHRIST AND HIS PEOPLE.
(FROM J. A. HALDANE'S Doctrine of the Atonement.)
THE Atonement is founded upon the unity of Christ and His people,
with whom He took part in fiesh and blood. All mankind are partakers of fiesh and blood, but He only took part with tbe children
whom God had given Him. This is evident from the language of tbe
apostle: "For both He that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified,
are all of one; for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren,
saying, I will declare Thy name unto My brethren; in the midst of
the Church will I sing praise unto Thee." And again, " I will put
my trust in Him." And again, "Behold I and the children which
God hath given Me. Forasmuch then as tbe children are partakers
of fiesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same;
that through death He might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage" (Heb. ii. 11-15). Here the unity
of Him that sanctifieth, and of them that are sanctified, is expressly
declared, in consequence of which Jesus acknowledges them as His
brethren, represents Himself as leading the praises of His people, and,
like them, living a life of faith in His Father while He sojourned in our
world. He is represented as having come, that by death He might
subvert the kingdom of Satan, and deliver His people from the bondage of the king of terrors. This deliverance is not universal; it is
limited to Christ's brethren, to the children whom God had given Him,
with whom He took part in fie§lh and blood; and hence the apostle
adds, " For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels; but he
took on Him the seed of Abraham" (verse 16). It is not said, He took
on Him the seed of Adam, the father of mankind; but the seed of
Abraham, the father of believers. "Wherefore in all things it behoved
Him to be made like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful
and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people" (verse 17). Cbrist is here said to
be made like unto His brethren, who are previously described as those
that are sanctified,-separated from the mass of mankind, who are
not of the world, even as He is not of the world (John xvii. 16). So
far from having united Himself with the whole human race, He will
say to many, " I never knew you,. depart from Me." Christ made
atonement for all whom He knew; hence it is written, "The Lord
knoweth them that are His"; "the Good Shepherd knows His sheep" ;
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by His knowledge shall My righteous Servant justify many, for He
shall bear their iniquities" (Isa. liii. ll).
By sin, fallen man was alienated from his Maker; but in Christ,
all His brethren are reconciled to God. And this reconciliation is
exhibited in the wonderful person of Immanuel, in which the divine
and human natures are indissolubly united; Jesus is thus perfectly
qualified to act as the Mediator between God and man. He is the
Daysman betwixt them, who can lay His hand upon both. In Him
the glory of the divine character is secure, for He is God over all. The
interest of His people is not less safe, for He is bone of their bone, and
flesh of their flesh.
Adam was given as a covenant to all his posterity, who were entirely
dependent upon him; the second Adam, the Head of the new, the
spiritual creation, is the Surety of the new Covenant, the children of
which were the objects of God's everlasting love, and shall inherit the
kingdom prepared for them from tbe foundation of the world. The
Son of God, in 'Whom they were chosen, and to Whom they were given,
undertook their cause; and from tbe period of tbe fall, even before
His manifestation, their sins were forgiven, in consideration of the
ransom which He had engaged to pay for them (Rom. iii. 25), and
which was ever present in the view of the eternal Jehovah.
The error of those who stigmatize the full satisfaction made by the
Lord on behalf of His people, as a commercial transaction, arises from
not considering the truth, so much insisted on in the Word of God,
of the unity of Christ and His people. The apostle, after speaking of
the various gifts bestowed on believers, proceeds-" For as the body
is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body,
being many, are one body; so also is Christ" (1 Cor. xii. 12). Here
we find, so to speak, the unity and plurality of Christ. It is not the
Son of God considered individually Who is here spoken of, but Christ,
the Head of His body, the Church, including all His members.
The Church of Christ is as really one as the human body (Eph. v. 30).
When the Church is spoken of as a body, Christ is represented as the
head (Eph. iv. 15, 16). In the h~ad, all the senses-with the exception
of feeling, which is spread over the whole body-are placed; sight,
hearing, taste, smelling; so that the body is entirely under the direction of the head. The apostle, speaking of himself as a member of
Christ, says, " I am crucified with Christ." As the death of the head
is the certain death of the members, so was the death of Christ tbe
death of all His people. They all died in His death, rose in His resurrection, and are made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus
(Eph. ii. 6).
Thus we see that the spiritual creation was prefigured by that wbich
is natural (1 Cor. xv. 46). Adam was the figure of Him that was to
come (Rom. v. 14). Two things are essential to the preservation of
our natural life-breath, which God at first breathed into Adam's
nostrils, and which through him is conveyed to all bis posterity; and
food, by which the body is nourished, and the diminution, which
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continually takes place, is supplied. In exact correspondence with
this, the spiritual life, implanted in the day of regeneration, is maintained-firstly, by the constant supply of the Holy Spirit given to
Christ without measure, and conveyed to His people, like the precious
oil upon the head of Aaron that went down to the skirts of his garments;
and, secondly, by the truth as it is in Jesus, or the doctrine of Christ,
which is to the soul what food is to the body. Hence the prophet says,
" Thy words were found of me, and I did eat them, and they were
the joy and rejoicing of my heart" (Jer. xv. 16) ; and the Lord declares,
" Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye
have no life in you" (John vi. 53). Believers are ever prone to let slip
the truth; they are compared to leaking vessels (Heb. ii. 1) which
can only be kept full by a constant supply.
Had not sin entered into the world, all mankind would have been
perfectly united; they would have had one heart and one way; no
man would have preferred his own interest to that of his brother; the
royal law would have remained inviolate, and man would have loved
his neighbour as himself; the human race would have formed a
glorious fellowship, of which their father Adam would have been the
head; and as there is no schism in the body, there would have been
none in the human family. Mankind would have been knit together
in love, which the apostle terms the bond of perfectness, or the perfect
bond; but sin broke the brotherly covenant, and men live in malice
and envy, hateful, and hating one another. The state of mankind
prevents our entering into the meaning of Christ not being ashamed
to call His people brethren. Men being brethren, made of the same
blood, is no security for mutual love, because the foundations of the
earth are out of course (Psa. lxxxii. 5); the creation is made subject
to vanity.
Thus thc vessel appeared to be marred in the hand of the potter,
but He did not lose the materials; for of the shreds of the broken
vessel He formed a new fellowship, as much more glorious than the
first, as the Second Man, the Lord from heaven, is more glorious than
the first man, who was of the earth earthy.
It is not surprising that the natural creation was blasted, for all
flesh is as grass; but it was a type of the spiritual creation, consisting
of Christ the Head, and His people, who, although many, form one
body; just as the human body is one, composed of many members,
all animated by one spirit. Such is the case with the body of Christ:
" For as we have many members in one body, and all members have
not the same office; so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and
everyone members one of another" (Rom. xii. 4, 5). This is the
"fellowship of the mystery," or the mysterious fellowship, "which
from the beginning had been hid in God," by which it was His eternal
purpose to make known unto the principalities and powers in heavenly
places His manifold wisdom (Eph. iii. 9-11). Hence we are taught,
that all things, visible and invisible, were made, not only by, but for
Christ (Col. i. 16).
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This fellowship, or society, was first announced as the seed of the
woman. The title primarily belong;; to Christ (Gal. iv. 4); but all
the family in heaven and in earth are named of Him (Eph. iii. 15). In
the fulness of time, the Only-begotten of the Father, the Head of this
glorious fellowship, appeared, and, as the great High Priest of His
people, according to the will of God, offered the body which had been
prepared for Him. "By the which will we are sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all (Heb. x. 10). By
this offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified (Heb.
x. 14), who were chosen in Him, from the mass of mankind, and whom
He sanctified with His own blood (Heb. xiii. 12). Having sat down
on the right hand of the Majesty in the heavens, He sent forth the
Gospel, the rod of His power, that He might gather into one the children of God which were scattered abroad. Having redeemed them
with His blood, he begets them with the word of truth; and thus are
they created anew in Him, made partakers of a Divine nature, and
shall be raised spiritual and incorruptible, in His likeness, to which
they are all predestinated to be conformed. This is the completion
of the new or spiritual birth, begun in the day of regeneration, when
Jesus manifests Himself to His people (John xiv. 21). The sinner is
then renewed in the spirit of his mind, and the change is completed
at the resurrection of the just.
The fellowship subsisting between Christ and His people may well
be called mysterious, for it cannot be perceived by our senses, nor by
our natural faculties; it can only be perceived by Divine teaching.
The wisdom by which it is discerned, cometh from above; but the
followship is not on this account the less real: it corresponds with the
unity of Christ and His Father. This illustration is very striking: the
unity of the Father and Christ is the pattern of the unity of Christ and
His people. The Father is not the Son, yet they are one; the Holy
Spirit is distinct from both, yet these Three are one (1 John v. 7).
Hence the apostolic blessing, "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with,
you all. Amen" (2 Cor. xiii. 1~). This exactly corresponds with the
blessing pronounced by the priest upon Israel: "The Lord bless thee,
and keep thee: The Lord make His face shine upon thee, and be
gracious unto thee: The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, and
give thee peace" (Num. vi. 24-26). Here is a threefold repetition of
the name of Jehovah, and this is termed, putting the Lord's name on
His chosen Israel.
Christ is appointed heir of all things. He Who is the Head of His
body, the Church, is seated at the right hand of God, far above all
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name
that is named, not only in this world, but in that which is to come.
All things are put under His feet. When the First-begotten was
brought into the world, the decree went forth, Let all the angels of
God worship Him; and now they are all ministering spirits, sent
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation. Such is the
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glory of the fellowship of which the Son of God is the Head. It is
sometimes represented as a building, composed of living stones, deriving life from the living stone on which it rests. In this glorious temple,
the Lord will for ever dwell, thus accomplishing His eternal purpose,
of giving to the universe the fullest manifestation of His infinite wisdom.
The unity of Christ and His people is much insisted on in the Word
of God; and we have seen how important it was in the eyes of the
apostles. It is the fruit of Christ's incarnation, without which He
could not by death have destroyed him that had the power of death.
He might have continued upon His throne, and destroyed Satan; but
in vindication of His truth and justice, He must with him have destroyed
the whole race of Adam, both the Serpent and his brood. But by
taking part in flesh and blood with the children whom God had given
Him, Christ became their near kinsman, obtained the right of redemption, and not only restored them to the favour of God, by delivering
them from the curse of the broken law (Gal. iii. 13), but raised them
above the angels, and brought them nearest the throne of God.
On the unity of Christ and His people, in their being one, as the
husband and wife,-as the head and members of the natural body,as the vine and the branches,-nay, as the Father and the Son, is
founded the Atonement made for them on the cross. The last of
these emblems alone gives a full representation of the unity of Christ
and His people. The other emblems are earthly, and give an imperfect view of the subject. The marriage relation is dissolved by
death; a member of the body may be amputated; the branch may
be severed from the stock; so that nothing in this world can adequately
represent this glorious truth. We must have recourse to the union
of the Father and the Son, in order to form a just conception of the
closeness and perpetuity of the union of Christ and His members. It
is true that the union of the Father and the Son passeth knowledge,
but it is real and indissoluble; and such, we are taught, is Christ's
union with His chosen people: "Neither pray I for these alone, but
for them also which shall believe on Me through their word; that
they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that
they also may be one in Us; that the world may believe that Thou
hast sent Me. And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given
them; that they may be one, even as We are one: I in them, and
Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the
world may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as
Thou hast loved Me" (John xvii. 20-23). Upon this glorious truth
the Atonement rests.
Some represent the Atonement as an expedient to vindicate public
justice, and to maintain the honour of the Divine government in pardoning the guilty. But according to the view which they give of the
matter, it is an expedient to dispense with justice; it is the punishment of the innocent, that the guilty may escape. Such things may
take place under human governments, but it is impossible under the
righteous government of God. Such is its perfection, that under it
33
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NO INNOCENT PERSON EVER SUFFERED, NO GUILTY PERSON EVER
ESCAPED; and so far is the Atonement of the Son of God from forming

an exception to this rule, that it affords the most convincing evidence
of its truth.
When the advocates of universal Atonement talk of the difference
between a pecuniary debt and a crime, alleging that a surety may
lawfully discharge the one, while he cannot justly be required to
make satisfaction for the other,-when they represent the scriptural
view of the Atonement as a commercial transaction, they completely
lose sight of the unity of Christ and His people. The Atonement
consists neither in a stranger nor an intimate friend undergoing what
another merited, or being made answerable for another's guilt; it is
the head being made responsible for the act of the members of the
spiritual body, as the members had been made responsible for the
act of the head, when, by the offence of one, judgment came upon all
men to condemnation, or, as the head in the natural body is responsible
for the act of the members. The assassin rushes upon his victim, and
plunges a dagger in his heart; and, by the laws both of God and man,
the head is responsible for the act of the feet which were swift to shed
blood, and of the hand which perpetrated the crime: the murderer
dies the death, and no one disputes the justice of the sentence. It is
no commercial transaction; it is fulfilling the appointment of Him Who
is most just. In like manner, so far from the Atonement of Christ
interfering with justice, it brings into a focus this glorious attribute;
it demonstrates that, although the sinner had been the signet on God's
right hand, he should have been plucked off; nay, that when His
only-begotten and well-beloved Son had condescended to unite Himself with the guilty, thus placing Himself in their room, the sword
awoke against Him.
It is true, Christ was holy, as God is holy; true, He did no sin, nor
was guile found in His mouth; true, He was a Lamb without spot and
blemish,-all which was essential to His making the Atonement, for
the sacrifice must be perfect to be accepted (Lev. xxii. 21); but He
Who knew no sin, was made. sin for us; the Prince of Life entered
into an indissoluble union with a dead body, that, by partaking of
its death, He might impart to it life; and however men may speculate
about different kinds of justice, and affirm that a guilty creature can
never become an innocent one-in virtue of the Atonement of the
Son of God, all His members shall be presented to Him faultless, and
that not figuratively, but in truth and in reality; all the sins of the
redeemed are cast into the depths of the sea, and when they are sought
for, they shall not be found, being completely and for ever obliterated.
The redeemed are justified from all things, and are invested with a
robe of righteousness, such as Adam in his best estate did not possess,
and such as no righteousness with which any creature is invested, can
ever VIe.
In the person of their glorious Surety, the redeemed have receivcd
double for all their sins, they have endured the full penalty denounced

The Gospel Magazine

493

against sin. The honour of the law which they had violated is restored,
by an obedience so perfect, an atonement so glorious-made not by
a stranger, but by the great Head of the Church, whose unity with His
members is as real as that of the Father and the Son-that the pardon
of a countless number of our fallen race, more strikingly illustrates
the justness and holiness of God than if all mankind had perished.
This is a great mystery, but it is undisputable, if we receive the testimony of God. This is the mystery of the faith; and it is ignorance
of this mystery which gives rise to those winds of doctrine by which
so many are seduced from the faith once delivered to the saints,
respecting the Atonement made upon Calvary.
The doctrine of the unity of Christ and His people is highly practical;
it goes to the root of the question respecting the Atonement, and dissipates the baseless figment of a commercial transaction. It vindicates
the righteousness of God: it manifests His infinite wi dom; it shows
that with the Omnipotent nothing is impossible; it proves that the
primary object of the Son of God being manifested, was not to make
an impression on the creature, but to satisfy the justice, and to vindicate the truth of the great Creator. It harmonizes mercy and truth,
righteousness and peace. It maintains the perfect integrity of God's
holy law, not suffering one jot or tittle to pass unfulfilled. The rebel
suffers the merited punishment of his guilt; judgment is laid to the
line, and righteousness to the plummet. Sin brought the Son of God
to the dust of death; He now livcs unto God, and believers, having
died in Him, are taught to reckon themselves dead unto sin, but alive
to God, through Jesus Christ their Lord. In Him they live, in Him
they stand, and in virtue of their union with the only-begotten Son,
they are brought into God's family, and are taught to cry, Abba,
Father.
In order to purge our sins, in order to ransom His Church, Christ
must so entirely unite Himself with His people, that their sins should
become His sins, that His suffering should be their suffering, and His
death their death. In short, the union of believers with the Son of
God is as intimate and real as that'of Adam and his posterity, who all
sinned and died in him. The wages of sin is death; and God required
the life of a countless multitude of Adam's race, at the hand of Him
Who was more than their brother,-Who in the everlasting council was
constituted their Father and their Covenant Head; and Who, in the
fulness of time, assumed their flesh and blood, bore their sins in His
own body on the tree, that they, being dead to sin, might live unto
righteousness, being healed with His stripes.
By the announcement of His incarnation, the Church was betrothed
to Christ; and the marriage takes place in the day of regeneration,
when God reveals His Son in His people, when Christ takes up His
abode with them, and begins to dwell in their hearts by faith. They
are represented as putting on Christ (Gal. iii. 27); they put Him on
in the lowest state of His humiliation (Rom. vi. 3, 4), and rise to walk
with Him in newness of life. Thus He gathers them" one by one"
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but the completion of the union, the marriage-supper of the Lamb,
will take place in the presence of an assembled universe, when He shall
come, and all His saints with Him, that they may enter upon the full
enjoyment of the everlasting mansions which He has gone before to
prepare.
How much concerned ought believers to be, to walk worthy of God
unto all pleasing 1 Are we, through union with Christ, adopted into
the family of God 1 How carefully ought we to cherish the spirit of
adoption! Hath God, who is faithful, called us into the fellowship
of His dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord 1 (1 Cor. i. 9); how solicitous
should we be habitually to recollect that God hath not called us to
uncleanness, but unto holiness-that Christ and Belial have no concord, and that the truth effectually worketh in all who believe!
We have seen that the unity of Christ and the Church is as real as
that of the head and the members of the human body; and as there
is no schism in the natural body, there ought to be none in the body
of Christ. All the members ought to have the same care one of another
(1 Cor. xii. 25). "For as the body is one, and hath many members,
and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body; so
also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and
have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one
member, but many. If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand,
I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body 1 And if the
ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it
therefore not of the body 1 If the whole body were an eye, where
were the hearing 1 If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling 1 But now hath God set the members everyone of them in the
body as it hath pleased Him. And if they were all one member, where
were the body 1 But now are they many members, yet but one body.
And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee; nor,
again, the head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much more
those members of the body which seem to be more feeble are necessary"
(1 Cor. xii. 12-22). "We are members of His body, of His flesh, and
of His bones." Again, believers are exhorted to grow up into Him
in all things, which is the head, even Christ, "from Whom the whole
body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every
part, maketh increase of the body, unto the edifying of itself in love
(Eph. iv. 16).
There is the most perfect sympathy in the members of the natural
body (1 Cor. xii. 26); and so will it hereafter be, in the body of Christ;
and so would it even now be, were it not for the baneful effects of
indwelling sin. The seed of the woman, when delivered from the
power of Satan, and translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son,
are, while in this world, in a state of transition; both Adam and
Christ live in them, and hence they have much in common with the
seed of the serpent. They are, indeed, renewed in the spirit of their
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mind,-they have put on the new man,-they delight in the law of
God; but a law in their members wars against the law of their mind,
so that they cannot do the things that they would,-their transformation is imperfect; but hereafter they shall be like Christ, for they
shall see Him as He is. Their connection with fallen Adam shall then
be entirely done away; the old man shall be completely put off;
they shall be satisfied, when they awake, with God's likeness.
At present the perfect sympathy which ought to subsist in the body
of Christ is only seen in the glorious Head of the Church; He fully
sympathizes both with the joys and sorrows of His people. Observe
His care of Israel after the flesh, who were but an emblem of the true
Israel. "He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling
wilderness; He led him about, He instructed him, He kept him as
the apple of His eye. As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth
over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth
them on her wings; so the Lord alone did lead him, and there was no
strange god with him. He made him ride on the high places of the
earth, that he might eat the increase of the fields: and He made him
to suck honey out of the'rock, and oil out of the flinty rock; butter
of kine, and milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed
of Bashan, and goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat; and thou
didst drink the pure blood of the grape" (Deut. xxxii. 10-14). In
all their affliction He was afflicted; he that toucheth them toucheth
the apple of His eye (Zech. ii. 8). In regard to the true Israel, an
injury done to a disciple is done to Christ, and an act of kindness to
one of His people He will acknowledge as done to Himself. When
Saul was on his way to Damascus, breathing out slaughter and threatenings against the disciples of the Lord, "there shined round about
him a light from heaven: and he fell to the earth, and heard a voice
saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me? And he said,
Who art Thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus, Whom thou
persecutest" (Acts ix. 3-5).
He represents Himself, when seated on the throne of judgment,
as acknowledging the kindness s~own to the least of His brethren:
" And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto
you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My
brethren, ye have done it unto Me" (Matt. xxv. 40). On the other
hand, disregard of His people is visited with His heavy displeasure.
" Then shall He answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to Me"
(Matt. xxv. 45). The final state of mankind will be irrevocably fixed
according to their attachment to, or alienation from, the brethren of
Christ. This is the infallible test of our state and character. All the
seed of the woman, the brethren of Christ, are taught of God to love
one another (1 Thess. iv. 9); while the natural enmity to Christ and
His people-although it may be restrained by external circumstances
-remains unbroken in the seed of the serpent (Gen. iii. 15).
Christ still suffers in His members. The satisfaction to justice was
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completed on the cross, but the redeemed must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God; they must all drink of His cup;
and hence the apostle represents himself as filling up, by his sufferings
for his brethren, "that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in
my flesh for His body's sake, which is the Church" (Col. i. 24). The
sentence passed on mankind while they sojourn in this world (Gen.
iii. 17-19), has taken hold of the redeemed as well as of others; it is
a part of their fellowship with Him Who was a Man of Sorrows. But
they shall soon put off this earthly tabernacle, be clothed with their
house which is from heaven, and partake of the glory into which He
has entered. The mysterious fellowship will then appear in all its
lustre; Christ will be seen in His fulness; His body will be complete,
not a member superfluous or lacking; and, having accomplished the
glorious end of the mediatorial kingdom,-having fulfilled God's
eternal purpose by making known to the principalities and powers in
heavenly places His manifold wisdom, -having put down all rule, and
authority, and power, which interfered with the universal dominion
committed to Him, He will, as the firstborn and heir of the whole
creation, deliver up the kingdom to Him Who put all things under
Him, that God may be all in all.
SCIENTIFIC THEORIES AND THE BIBLE.
THE theories of many geologists and of believers in the doctrine of
Evolution have long been held by a large number of professing
Christians to prove that the Bible account of Creation is unreliable,
legendary, and mythical. The plenary inspiration of Scripture, taught
by our Divine Lord and by His apostles, has therefore been abandoned
by many, and they have, as we believe, turned away their ears from
the truth of God and have turned unto the fables of men.
It seems to be forgotten that the theories of science so-called are
continually changing. What is taught dogmatically to-day is abandoned in favour of other theories to-morrow. If, therefore, we accept
the present-day theories of scientists and adjust our interpretation of
Scripture to these views, we must perforce continually change our
ground. If, however, we take our stand on the teaching of our
infallible Lord in reference to Scripture, we shall be ready to say,
" For ever, 0 Lord, Thy word is settled in heaven" (Ps. cxix. 89).
We shall believe that "the word of our God shall stand for ever,"
whatever the scientists may say. In this connection we quote from
an article which appeared in The Moming Post for October 6th last.
It is headed" BISHOP AND SCIENTISTS," and reads as follows ;"Scientific excursions into the sphere of philosophy of the kind
produced by the recent 100th anniversary meeting of the British
Association are declared by the Bishop of Gloucester (Dr. Headlam)
to be worthless.
" Dr. Headlam is not forgetful of the strictures addressed by science
to religion in the past. He therefore takes advantage of the centenary
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meeting to visit the British Association with a severe castigation in
an article published in the October issue of the Gloucester Diocesan
Magazine.
"The Presidential address of General Smuts is first selected for
special attention.
" , General Smuts,' he writes, , gave us an account of the universe
as it is envisaged by science at the present time, and in the course of
that address he told us that most things which have been said in that
connection in the last one hundred years were now shown to be
erroneous.
" 'EARLIER

OPINIONS.

" , Many of us remember some of the meetings he referred to, and we
know the combination of dogmatism and confidence with which
various theories about the universe were put forward.
" , Sometimes' (writes Dr. Headlam), , we were told that they had
practically destroyed Christianity; often we were told that we must
revise all our ideas on many practical and theoretical subjects. Now
we are told with the same dogmatism and the same authority that
these ideas are wrong. Other theories of the universe are put forward
in their place. Is there any reason for thinking that these are more
correct than those which have been displaced?
" 'It is probable that one hundred years hence, if the British
Association continues to exist, the President's address will largely
be devoted to exposing the errors which prevailed 100 years before.'
"Two things must be clearly distinguished in scientific discovery,
Dr. Headlam insists. The first is the knowledge which gives a command over nature, confines itself to specific experiment, and discovers
not general but particular laws.
" , POWER OF SCIENCE.

" , The power which science has acquired by careful investigation
in Chemistry and physics,' he adds, 'is very great. The conclusions
that are arrived at are capable of verification and, within the limits
in which they are carried out, are sound.
" , It is different with the generalizations which are put forward
as the teaching of science about the nature of the universe,' he states.
, They are not discoveries by scientific method, but are based on hypothesis. They represent the best theory which certain minds can
devise to explain phenomena, but they vary enormously. They have
really no sound logical basis, and they are incapable of verification.
" 'We have acquired tremendous power over electricity,' Dr.
Headlam adds, ' but what electricity is we do not in the least know.
The theories about heat, electricity, gravitation, and so on which were
taught very authoritatively fifty years ago are now found to be erroneous; and who will say how much truth there is in the present
theories?
" , I think that it is most important to realize the contrast between
the value and the certainty of the work of science within its own
sphere and its worthlessness when it pretends to be philosophical.' "
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SINNERS ALWAYS.
"I AM inclined to think that justification and sanctification are
insensibly confused together in the minds of many believers. They
receive the Gospel truth-that there must be something done IN us,
as well as something done FOR us, if we are true members of Christ;
and so far they are right. But then, without being aware of it
perhaps, they seem to imbibe the idea that their justification is, in
some degree, affected by something within themselves. They do not
clearly see that Christ's work, not their own work, either in whole or
in part, either directly or indirectly-is the alone ground of our
acceptance with God; that justification is a thing entirely without
us, for which nothing whatever is needful on our part but simple faithand that the weakest believer is as fully and completely justified as
the strongest.
" Many forget that we are saved and justified as sinners, and only
sinners; and that we can never attain to anything higher if we live
to the age of Methuselah. Redeemed sinners, justified sinners, and
renewed sinners doubtless we must be, but sinners, sinners, sinners,
sinners we shall always be to the very last."-The late Bishop J. C. Ryle.

"STAND FAST IN THE FAITH."
" Do not consider every point of doctrine an open question. Matters
of faith, doctrines for which you have a clear revelation of God, such
for example as the doctrine of the resurrection, are to be considered
settled, and, as among Christians, no longer matters of dispute. There
are doctrines embraced in the creeds of all orthodox Churches, so
clearly taught in Scripture, that it is not only useless, but hurtful,
to be always calling them into question."-Dr. Charles Hodge.

•
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(!tottesponbence.
THE CIRCULATION OF THE MAGAZINE.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
You will be pleased to hear that during the past two months I have,
by means of the circulation of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, obtained two
new subscribers. I find quite a number of godly people do not know
of its existence, and I would like through its pages to ask all subscribers
to be on their watch tower in seeking them out, and introducing the
MAGAZINE by the loan of a copy. Personally, having read the MAGAZINE
for over thirty years, I cannot speak too highly of its value. I often
say that next to the written Word, it has been God's greatest means
of conveying spiritual truth to my soul. Especially did I value it in
Salonica during the War. Let us be up and doing in this matter,
to make the GOSPEL MAGAZINE better known. God has His eyes
upon His truth, and He will prosper oUr efforts, and in so doing we
shall bring joy to redeemed souls.
Yours faithfully,
Haverdale, [ver, Bucks.
THOMAS JOHN WAY.
July 27, 1931.

.,
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Through God's great mercy we have this day commenced the fifty-ninth year of labour in the book-mission work. My
mind has been dwelling on those words in Joshua, "Ye have not
passed this way heretofore." "Hereby ye shall know that the living
God is among you" (Josh. iii. 4, 10). If the Lord tarry we hope to
be able to put into circulation much precious truth and we seek the
continued support and sympathy of all friends of the soldier and sailor.
A chaplain writes: "I have only just been able to complete the
unpacking of the parcels you so kindly sent. This large amount of
litrature is especially acceptable just now as our stocks were running
low. I have sent parcels to our men for use in the docks and on ships.
The other lot of books will serve splendidly for the private use of our
workers, and some that I have already handed out have been received
most appreciatively. I am very grateful for your interest in us and
the work we are doing for the Master. Please accept our cordial
thanks."
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown, Bristol.
R. E. BRIDER.
October 1, 1931.
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)L)oung jfolks' )page.

"SO IT WAS ALWAY."
How arresting are the four little words! I wonder if any of my dearyoung readers know where they are to be found, and to what they
refer. You will find them in Numbers ix. 16, and the whole verse
reads, " So it was alway: the cloud covered it by day, and the appearance of fire by night." During the time that the children of Israel
were journeying through the wilderness, the tabernacle occupied the
central position, wherever they encamped. The different tribes were
to occupy just the positions ordered by God Himself, the tabernacle
always being in the midst.
There was a very important reason for this arrangement. The
Lord manifested His continual Presence with His people by letting
them always see the cloud over the tabernacle in the daytime, and in
the darkness of the night the wonderful appearance of fire. This must
have been an immense comfort to them, assuring them that the Lord
was ever at hand to guide and to guard them. "So it was a!tea!!."
When the cloud rested over the tabernacle the children of Israel
knew that they must remain in their tents, but as soon as it lifted the
tabernacle was taken down, and prompt measures taken to resume
their journey. It was not for them to choose the time of departure.
It is very striking to read-" When the cloud abode from even unto
the morning, and that the cloud was taken up in the morning, then
they journeyed: whether it was by day or by night that the cloud
was taken up, they journeyed. Or whether it were two days, or a
month, or a year, that the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle, remaining
thereon, the children of Israel abode in their tents, and journeyed not;
but when it was taken up, they journeyed."
" So it was alway." Their rebellions and murmurings never interfered with the Lord's gracious manifestation of His Presence. "He
took it not away, that cloudy piJlar, although they oft provoked Him
so to do." What a rest and comfort the remembrance of this brings
to every child of God! It may be that some of my young readers
know what it is to be discontented with God's arrangement and plan
for the life yielded to Him, when for the first time the Lord Jesus
Christ was revealed to the soul as the mighty Saviour, Whose precious
blood atoned for all their sins. Perhaps there has been a murmuring
spirit. Remember, however, that the Lord knows best, and the great
thing that should concern you is to be in the line of God's will. You
may want to be on the move when He wishes you to stay where you
are, and glorify Him there. Count upon His Presence with you at
all times and under all circumstances. A godly physician, afflicted
with serious illness, was accustomed to turn to the Lord frequently
with the words, "Thou art near, 0 Lord," and the same has often
been my experience.
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"Though sometimes unpercei ved by sense;'
Faith sees Him always near,
A guide, a glory, a defence,
Then what have we to fear?"

This is what He was to the children of Israel in the wilderness
journey, and what thousands of the Lord's people delight to testify
E. A. H.
He is to them to-day.
lPtote~tant

l13earon.

ALLEGED ROMAN INFALLIBILITY.
(THE SUBSTANCE OF AN ADDRESS GIVEN AT THE CONFERENCE OF THE
SOVEREIGN GRACE UNION, HELD IN LONDON IN MAY, 1930.)
By PASTOR J. WILLOUGHBY, l\1.A.
ROMAN Catholics hold that the rule of Christian faith is Scripture
and tradition, and both as interpreted by their Church, and that in
interpreting them their Church is infallible. They hold that "the
Scriptures are in themselves the Word of God and infallible, but that
in 1'egard to us they are neither the Word of God nor infallible, unless
infallibly interpreted." They say that it belongs to their Church to
judge of the true sense and interpretation of the Scriptures, and that
in interpreting them, as has been said, their Church is infallible.
When, however, we examine the arguments for the infallibility
of their Church, we observe that these arguments are complete failures.
1. They say that just as a judge is necessary to interpret the laws
of the land, so an infallible judge on earth is necessary to interpret
the Word of God, and that their Church is the infallible judge. For
two reasons this argument is. particularly bad. In the first place,
the judge that interprets the laws of the land is not infallible, and in
the second place the judge that interprets the laws of the land can
show undoubted credentials proving that he is a properly appointed
judge, whereas the Church of Rome cannot show undoubted credentials
proving that it is an infallible judge. Where are Rome's credentials?
2. They say that because of the inconveniences of private judgment
an abiding infallible authority on earth is necessary to interpret the
Word of God, and that their Church is that abiding infallible authority.
But this alleged infallible authority does not save Roman Catholics from
the inconveniences of private judgment. If Roman Catholics should
say that private judgment has led to wide differences of opinion
amongst Protestants, Protestants could say that private judgment
has led to wide differences of opinion amongst Roman Catholics. If
they should say that some Protestants hold supralapsarianism, while
other Protestants hold infralapsarianism, and that some Protestants
hold conditional election, while others hold unconditional election,
etc.; we could say that Pope Liberius professed to be an Arian, and
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that most Popes profess to be Trinitarians, and that Pope Honorius in
dogmatic Pontifical letters taught the Monothelite doctrine, and that
his successor anathematized Honorius for teaching the Monothelite
doctrine; and that the Molinists held one view regarding predestination,
while the Dominicans held another view regarding predestination;
and that the Molinists held one view regarding the effect of grace in
the soul, while the Jansenists held another view regarding the effect
of grace in the soul; and that at the Council of Trent some held almost
the Protestant doctrine of justification, while most Roman Catholic
theologians held a widely different doctrine of justification; and that
before 1854 some Roman Catholics held the doctrine of the Immaculate
Conception of Mary, while others denied this doctrine; and that before
1870 some Roman Catholics held that the Pope, when speaking ex
cathedra, was infallible, while others denied that the Pope, when speaking
ex cathedra, was infallible; and that even since 1870 Roman Catholics
have differed amongst themselves as to when the Pope is speaking
ex cathedra and when he is not.
Why, even the distinguished Roman Catholic theologian, Bossuet,
who at the end of the seventeenth century wrote the book, entitled
Variations of Protestant Churches-a book that was exceedingly
popular amongst Roman Catholics at the time, and that was supposed
to contain crushing arguments against Protestantism, arguments
drawn from the differences of opinion amongst Protestants-even this
mighty defender of Romanism was himself considered heretical by
Cardinal Manning, and by another great Roman Catholic theologian
he was classed with devil worshippers because he supported Gallicanism.
In passing, I may remark that this argument from variations is too
weak. Roman Catholics say in effect, " All professing Christians who
differ from us are divided into many sections; therefore all professing
Christians who differ from us are wrong"; and they seem to think
that this argument ought to appeal powe.;rfully to Protestants. Suppose
General William Booth had said, " All professing Christians who differ
from the Salvation Army are divided into many sections; therefore
all professing Christians who differ from the Salvation Army are wrong,"
would this argument appeal powerfully to Roman Catholics? Yet
the reasoning in both cases is exactly the same. Roman Catholics
say in effect, "Protestants are split into many sections; therefore
Protestantism is wrong"; and they seem to think that this argument
ought to appeal powerfully to Protestants. If infidels said, "Christians are split up into many sections; therefore Christianity is wrong,"
would Roman Catholics think that this argument ought to appeal
powerfully to Christians?
3. From the entire range of Holy Scripture Roman Catholics cannot
produce for the alleged infallibility of their own ChUl'ch a stronger
proof than the following: "Go and teach all nations. . . and 10, I am
with you all the days, even unto the consummation of the world."
They argue that in these words Christ commanded His Church to
teach, and promised to be with His Church all the days, and that there-
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fore His Church is infallible. There is, as Dr. Salmon observes, a big
jump here from the premises to the conclusion. Christ by His Spirit
has said that ordinary Christian pastors are to be " apt to teach," that
they are to " feed the flock of God," and He has promised to be with
them all the days; does it therefore follow that ordinary Christian
•
pastors are infallible ~
4. From no source whatever can Roman Catholics produce for the
alleged infallibility of their Church a better argument than the following.
They say in effect: "It is too much to believe that God would give
to men on earth a revelation capable of being misinterpreted, without
also, at the same time, leaving on earth an abiding infallible authority
to interpret that revelation; therefore He has left such an authority;
but our Church alone claims to be this authority; therefore she is
such." This argument is Rome's great gun.
But Protestants could with as much reason say, " It is too much to
believe that God would leave on earth an infallible Church to interpret
His revelation without giving that Church any credentials showing
her to be infallible." Where are Rome's credentials?
Protestants can say with as much reason, " It is too much to believe
that God would leave on earth to interpret the Bible an abiding infallible authority that after all the centuries has never yet given any
interpretation, good or bad, of one single whole chapter in the Bible."
Where is Rome's interpretation of one single whole chapter in the Bible?
Protestants can say, "Rome's interpretation of what she regards
as Divine revelation is itself capable of being misinterpreted." What
second abiding infallible authority is there to interpret Rome's interpretation ~ If in regard to men the Scriptures are not the Word of God,
nor infallible, unless infallibly interpreted, how in regard to men can
Rome's interpretation of the Scriptures be the Word of God, and
infallible unless infallibly interpreted ~
Protestants can say, "It is too much to believe that God would
leave on earth to interpret His revelation an abiding infallible Church
that would agllin and again make manifest mistakes in interpreting
that revelation." For example, the Apostle Paul speaks of "being
justified by faith." Rome says that these words, "being justified,"
do not mean" being declared righteous judicially." Now it is clear
that they do mean" being declared righteous judicially." This single
mistake is enough by itself to shatter Rome's entire claim to infallibility into a thousand fragments. Again, Rome teaches that in this
world no one can know that he has eternal life ; but the Apostle John,
writing to believers, says: "These things have I written unto you
that believe on the Name of the Son of God, that ye may know that
ye have eternal life." This is another obvious mistake that is enough,
by itself, to shatter Rome's entire claim to infallibility.
Now, happily, there is one very easy way of testing the validity of
the argument we are at present considering. Let me repeat part of
this argument: "It is too much to believe that God would give to
men on earth a revelation capable of being misinterpreted, without
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also at the same time leaving on earth an abiding infallible authority
to interpret that revelation." By an abiding infallible authority
Rome means a created abiding infallible authority other than the Scriptures themselves. Very well. But God gave to the ancient Hebrews
a revelation capable of being misinterpreted. Now after the succession
of Hebrew prophets had ceased about 400 years before Christ-during
the long time when there were no Hebrew prophets on earth---what
created infallible authority apart from the Scriptw'es themselves d'id God
leave on earth to interpret that revelation? Do you not see that the
Roman argument we are considering is useless-that Rome's great
gun is spiked ~
Brethren, Popes, when speaking on matters of faith, have obviously
made mistakes. So-called General Councils have contradicted socalled General Councils. In many points the teaching of Rome obviously contradicts the teaching of the Bible. For many years the
Church of Rome did not know which of two rivals was the real Pope,
while it appears each was hurling anathemas at the other and all the
other's followers, so that, I suppose, between the two Popes they
succeeded in cursing the entire Church of Rome. And then, when
both were rejected, and a new Pope was appointed, there was very
serious doubt in the Church of Rome as to whether the new Pope was
a true Pope at all, seeing that one of the others must have been the
true Pope. Since we are aware of these things, and of many others,
we shall need stronger evidellce than Rome has yet produced to prove
her alleged infallibility.
We shall not be convinced of the truth of the Roman Catholic religion
in the way in which Boccaccio's Jew is said to have been convinced.
According to Boccaccio, a Jew was urged by some friends to become
a Christian. He said he would visit Rome and judge of the religion by
the lives of Christ's Vicar, the Cardinals, and the Bishops. His friends,
knowing about the horrible vices of those gentlemen, thought that
this was the worst thing the Jew could do. They thought what he
would see at headquarters would be more likely to turn a Christian into
a Jew, than to turn a Jew into a Christian. The Jew, however, visited
Rome, and on his return asked for Christian baptism. He said he was
convinced of the divinity of a religion that could survive when its chief
ministers were doing their best to destroy it.
Dr. Salmon, in his work on Infallibility, reproduces this story, and
says that it was very popular amongst Roman Catholics in pre-Reformation days, and that even Cardinal Baronius uses a similar argument,
and seems to consider it a powerful one in favour of the Church of Rome.
I hope none of our Protestant Churches will ever be obliged to resort
to this sort of argument to prove that it is a true Christian Church.
Apart from the Scriptures themselves, there is no created infallible
authority for the purpose of interpreting the Scriptures, but there is
an uncreated infallible authority. The Holy Spirit of the living God
in and with the Holy Scriptures is the infallible Interpreter of those
Scriptures. Roman Catholics say in effect, " If the Holy Spirit helped
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you Protestants to understand the Word of God, you would always all
think alike"; and they consider this remark a crushing one. Suppose
we said, " If your Church helped you to understand the Word of God
you would always all think alike," would they consider this remark a
crushing one 1 Thank God, the Holy Spirit in and with the Scriptures
interprets these Scriptures for each individual child of God to such an
extent that the child of God is enabled thereby to trust in, and in some
measure enjoy, a precious Christ, and to live to the praise of the glory
of His grace.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE continued assistance of friends in supporting the work of the
Society is much appreciated by the Committee. The needs of the
1090 pensioners are great, and it is hoped that there may be no lack
of funds so that the help these aged Christians look for from the
Society may continue to reach them.
A successful Sale of Work was held at Tunbridge Wells on the
15th Sept., which was kindly opened by Mrs. Woodrow, of Jarvis
Brook. On Friday, Oct. 2nd, the Annual Service at St. Mary Woolnoth, was held. The Church was well filled, and in the absence of the
Rector through illness, the whole service was conducted by Rev.
T. Houghton. The sermon, which was listened to with interest and
profit, was upon "The transforming power of divine Grace," based
upon the words, "By the Grace of God I am what I am." The
points noted were: (1) Grace separated him from others. (2) By
divine Grace he was called. (3) Divine Grace made him an instrument
of leading others out of darkness into light. (4) Divine Grace accompanied his ministry. (5) By Grace he endured hardness as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ. (6) Grace enabled him to be humble to the
end of his days.
On Tuesday, Oct. 6th, the annual meeting of the Leamington
Auxiliary was held in St. Luke's Schoolroom; R. E. L. Naylor, Esq.,
was in the chair. Rev. H. R. H. Hill gave particulars of the work
of the Auxiliary, and the Secretary in dealing with the work in general
addressed the friends upon" A Golden Opportunity."
The following meetings on behalf of the Society will (D.V.) be held:
Nov. 4th, Service at 7 o'clock in Zoar Chapel, Staines Road
Hounslow.
Nov. 15th, Services, morning and evening, at Chadwell Street,
Clerkenwell.
Nov. 19th, Service at 7.30 in Baptist Chapel, Phillip Lane, Tottenham.
Nov. 23rd, Annual Meeting of the Leicester Auxiliary, afternoon
and evening, in Edward 'Wood Hall, Leicester.
Nov. 25th, The Sale of Work at " The Tabernacle," Hastings.
Dec. 2nd, Sale of Work at Horley, Surrey.
Dec. 3rd, Sale of Work at Croydon.
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lltebiems an)) ;ftotiu£' of iSoots.
DOES THE BIBLE CONDEMN SPIRITUALISM ~ By S. J. Hickson. Pp.
20. Price 3d., postage~d.; 2s. 6d. per doz., post free. (C. J.
Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus,
London, E.C.4. Also Mr. S. J. Hickson, 29, Bulwer Road,
Clarendon Park, Leicester.)
This is an excellent pamphlet against Spiritualism. The author
declares that the Bible: "1. Forbids the practice of Spiritualism,
and sentences the disobedient to death. 2. Utters a twofold curse
against Spiritualism because of its false teachings. 3. Excludes
Spiritualists from heaven." There is a Foreword by Mr. S. Champion,
of Leicester. We hope the pamphlet will have a large circulation.
We have received :My POCKET COMPANION, 1932. Price 2~d., post free, from The
Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard,
London, E.C.4.
HAPPY GREETINGS, 1932.
This is the pocket book issued by the Lord's Day Observance Society,
22, Red Lion Square, London. Six copies for Is. 3d.
THE QUARTERLY RECORD OF THE TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY.
Price 2d. (Trinitarian Bible Society, 7, Bury Street, Bloomsbury,
London, W.C.I.)
This Record draws special attention to the Centenary Sermon of
the Society which will (D.V.) be preached in St. Dunstan's in the
West, Fleet Street, London, by the Rev. G. W. Neatby, on Monday,
Dec. 7th, at 7.0 p.m. Encouragements resulting from the operations
of the Society are given from many quarters at home and abroad, and
interesting accounts of sermons and meetings all over England occupy
many pages of the Record.

THE BIBLE AND THE NEWSPAPER.
" WHEN a Bible and a newspaper are found upon your table, I can
guess which your hand will take up first; and you know the heart
directs the hands. The worldly magazine is sweeter to your taste
than the heavenly leaves. You may force and drive your thoughts
on heavenly things; but can you set your heart upon them ~ If so,
your thoughts and talk would glide on heavenly things most pleasantly;
for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh."-John
Berridge.
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