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JOY AND PEACE.
" Now the GOD of hope fill you with all ioy and peace in believing,
that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the HOLY
GHOST."-RoMANS xv. 13.

THIS is an apostolic prayer for the members of the LORD'S family.
Those to whom the words were first written, and for whom the
prayer was offered, were the saints of GOD in Rome. Their faith
was" spoken of throughout the whole world" (Rom. i. 8). They
were "justified by faith" and had "peace with GO» through our
LORD JESUS CHRIST." They were also able to "rejoice in hope
,of the glory of GOD" (Rom. v. 1, 2). Thus joy and peace, the
blessed effects of justification and reconciliation with GOD, were
;already their portion. But they needed fresh realizations and
experiences of these blessings. The LORD'S people need to be
continually experiencing the revivings of the SPIRIT. Hence the
apostle lifted up his heart to GOD, and prayed that He would fill
them with all joy and peace in believing.
We may break up the prayer of the apostle into five partsFirst, let u.s think of the blessing of ioy.
Secondly, let us think of the blessing of peace.
Thirdly, let us think of the Source of these blessings.
Fourthly, let us think of the means by which they are appropriated
:and enjoyed.
Lastly, let us think of the outcome of being filled with these
blessings.
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1. First, let us think of the blessing of foy.
The people of the world have their joys, but here the apostle
speaks of spiritual joy. Such joy is a blessing which more or less
characterizes every true believer.
" The Kingdom of GOD is not meat and drink; but righteousness,.
and peace, and joy in the HOLY GHOST" (Rom. xiv. 17).
The members of the LORD'S family have been translated into
that kingdom (Col. i. 13), and therefore these blessings are more
or less their portion. Joy is the result of a sense of pardon,
justification, and salvation. The LORD JESUS was anointed by
the SPIRIT to give unto His people "beauty for ashes, the oil of
joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness."
He binds up broken-hearted sinners, and delivers them from the
penalty and power of sin. Through His precious blood they are
cleansed from all sin, and saved with an everlasting salvation.
When, through infinite grace, they realize this, they are able to
say, "I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful
in my GOD; for He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation,
He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness" (Isa. lxi.
1, 3, 10).
To see CHRIST as all our salvation and all our desire, and to be
clothed with His righteousness fills the soul with joy.
We read of Abraham that he rejoiced tO,see CHRIST'S day, and
"he saw it and was glad" (John viii. 56).
Joy was experienced by the many who were called by Divine
grace in apostolic times.
Those who were converted on the Day of Pentecost "did eat
their meat with gladness and singleness of heart" (Acts ii. 46).
When the people of Samaria gave heed to the Gospel preached
by Philip "there was great joy in that city" (Acts viii. 8).
When the Ethiopian eunuch saw that CHRIST JESUS was the
theme of the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, and was led to believe
in Him and be baptized, "he went on his way rejoicing" (Acts.
viii. 39).
When at Antioch in Pisidia "as many as were ordained to
eternal life believed" they "were filled with joy, and with the
HOLY GHOST" (Acts xiii. 48, 52).
When the Philippian jailor was converted we are told that he
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"rejoiced, believing in GOD with all his house" (Acts xvi. 34).
So with regard to the converts at Thessalonica, they "received
the Word . . . with joy of the HOLY GHOST" (1 Thess. i. 6).
There can be no doubt then that if we have the blessed assurance
that GOD hath blotted out as a thick cloud our transgressions,
and justified us freely by His grace, our hearts are filled with joy.
Bunyan's pilgrim, Ohristian, gave "three leaps for joy" when
his burden fell from his back.
Joy is a blessing, however, which does not stand alone. It is
often accompanied with sorrow, distress and trial.
The LORD'S people are "persecuted for righteousness' sake."
They may be reviled and falsely accused. They are hated by the
world. They have to go forth unto OHRIST without the camp,
bearing His reproach. Yet in spite of such sufferings the LORD
bids them" Rejoice and be exceeding glad for," He says, "great
is your reward in heaven" (Matt. v. 10-12).
The apostles had thus to suffer, yet, "They departed from the
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy
to suffer shame for His name" (Acts v. 41). Paul and Silas "sang
praises unto GOD" even when their backs were smarting with the
stripes, and their feet were "fast in the stocks."
The Hebrew Ohristians "took joyfully the spoiling of their goods,
knowing in themselves that they had in heaven a better and an
enduring substance" (Heb. x. 34).
Thus joy and trial are experiences which are compatible with
each other. "As sorrowful," the apostle wrote, "yet alway
rejoicing" (2 Oor. vi. 10). The Apostle Peter assures the people
of GOD to whom he wrote that they were "kept by the power of
GOD through faith unto salvation," and then adds, "Wherein ye
greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in
heaviness through manifold temptations," and he goes on to say
that, believing in OHRIST, they" rejoice with joy unspeakable and
full of glory" .(1 Pet. i. 5, 6, 8).
Thus in spite of manifold trials, and many persecutions, the
LORD'S people may be enabled by the SPIRIT'S power to rejoice,
and in fact they are bidden to "rejoice evermore," and to
"rejoice in the LORD alway" (1 'rhess. v. 16; Phil. iv. 4).
Only Divine grace .can enable us so to rise above our manifold
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trials that, in spite of them, joy will more or less be our portion.
2. Secondly, let us think of the blessing of peace.
We read of "peace with GOD." This is the result of being
"justified by faith" (Rom. v. 1). We stand before GOD'S bar a&
guilty sinners, liable to and meriting condemnation, but GOD,.
against Whom we have sinned and Whose wrath we deserve, wa&
in CHRIST, reconciling us unto Himself, and not imputing our
trespasses unto us. Instead of this He made CHRIST to be sin
for us that we might be made the righteousness of GOD in Him.
In other words GOD imputed our sins to CHRIST and He atoned
for them. On the other hand He imputes CHRIST'S righteousness
to us, and therefore He justifies us. We are therefore at peace
with GOD, "reconciled to GOD by the death of His SON" (Rom.
v. 1, 10). We have" peace with GOD "-all we who are justified
by faith. Peace with Him is our present portion. We no longer
are afraid that GOD may visit upon us the penalty which our sins
deserve. That penalty has been paid by CHRIST Who was given
and sent by the FATHER to obey and suffer for His people. GOD'S
righteous displeasure against us because of our sins has now been
removed, and He Himself has justified us on the ground of CHRIST'S
obedience as our holy Substitute. Hence, instead of. condemning
us for our sins, GOD has justified us, and now welcomes us as
His pardoned and justified children. He is at peace with us, and
we now enjoy inward peace and tranquillity of mind. As the
enjoyment of this peace may fluctuate we need daily to pray that
the GOD of hope may fill us with all peace in believing.
Besides this peace with GOD, there is that peace and tranquillity
of mind which is the result of casting all our care upon GOD, and
fully trusting in Him to undertake for us.. This is what is referred
to by the prophet when he says, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect
peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in
Thee" (Isa. xxvi. 3). Th~ough our unbelief we get anxious and
worried about various things which' arise, whereas if we fully
trusted our GOD we should be at rest, assured that He is able t(}
fulfil His Own will concerning us, and to frustrate every evil device
against our real good. We are enjoined not to be careful or anxious
about anything, but rather to commit our way unto the LORD,.
and trust in Him to work all things together for our good.
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" But where the LORD has planted grace,
And made His glories known,
These fruits of heavenly joy and peace
Are found, and there alone."
(J. Newton.)
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The prayer of the apostle probably incllldes this peace of mind
of which we are writing, and he prays th~t the GOD of hope may
fill His people with peace of mind in reference to all their affairs,
temporal and spiritual.
3. Thirdly, let us think of the Source of these blessings.
It is "The GOD of hope." He is the Source of our justification,
and therefore He is the Source of the peace which follows a sense
of pardon, justification and salvation.
He is the Source and Author of faith and trust, and therefore
He the Source of the peace of mind which is enjoyed more or less
by the believer.
In like manner He. is the Source of all spiritual joy. By His
SPIRIT He communicates these blessings to His people. Henoe
we read" The fruit of the SPIRIT is love, joy, peace."
If we would be daily filled with all joy and peace we need to
look to the GOD of hope.
" Joy is a fruit that will not grow
In nature's barren soil;
All we can boast, till CHRIST we know,
Is vanity and toil.
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4. Fourthly, let us think of the means by which these blessings
are appropriated and enjoyed.
The apostle speaks of "all joy and peace in believing." It is
thus by faith we daily appropriate these blessings. By faith we
appropriate CHRIST as our Righteousness, our Surety, and our
Substitute, and thus by faith we appropriate the blessings which'
flow from our justification through His blood and righteousness.
" Believing," says the Apostle Peter, "we rejoice wlth joy unspeakable and full of glory" (1 Pet. i. 8).
There is need, then, for a constant exercise of faith in CHRIST'S
blood, faith in His righteousness, and faith in His power. It is
our lack of faith which robs us of joy and peace. When we can
say, "He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He
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hath covered me with the robe of righteousness" we can also
say, "I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful
in l;Ily GOD" (Isa. lxi. 10). The believing assurance of our justification brings joy and peace to our souls. Well may we pray,
"May the GOD of hope so operate upon us by His SPIRIT that
we may be filled with all joy and peace in believing." Faith, as
well as joy and peace, is a fruit of the SPIRIT. LORD," increase
'our faith."
5. Lastly, think of the outcome of these blessings.
If we are "filled with all joy and peace in believing" we shall
«abound in hope through the power of the HOLY GHOST." Hope
may be defined as the expectation of desirable things. The ungodly'
have no such hope or expectation. They are "without hope."
'The justified are they, however, to whom GOD" hath given everlasting consolation and good hope through grace." AIl the
promises of present blessedness and future glory are made to the
justified. It is they who are predestined to be glorified. It is
they who can" rejoice in hope of the glory of GOD." It is they
to whom are given "exceeding great and precious promises."
Hence, if they are filled with the blessed effects of justification,
they can" abound in hope through the power of the HOLY GHOST."
They can hope for the fulfilment of GOD'S promises in regard to
the present and in regard to the eternal future. The SPIRIT
bearing witness with their spirits that they are the children of
GOD, they can hope for GOD'S Fatherly mercies now, and His
eternal glory hereafter. They are" heirs of the kingdom which
He hath promised to them that love Him." In these dark and
depressing times, then, let it be our prayer that" the GoD of hope
may fill us with all joy and peace in believing," and that we may
"abound in hope through the power of the HOLY GHOST." May
He "fill our hearts with joy and peace."
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE Rev. Charles Simeon thus describes the great aims of all his
preaching: "To humble the sinner, to exalt the Saviour, to promote
holiness."
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" I sware in My wrath that they should not enter into My rest."PSALM xcv. 11.

""

wrath is a very solemn subject, and should be treated of
tenderly, solemnly, and reverently. There are those who suggest
that the writers of the Old Testament misrepresent the character
of God by speaking of Him as a God Who visited pestilence, famine
and the sword upon men for their sins. They like to dwell on
the Fatherhood of God, and they believe that all men are His
.children, and that it is inconsistent with His Fatherly love and'
pity to send calamities upon His children. They therefore suggest
that the God of the Old Testament is not the God Whom Christ
revealed, and that if we want to know the true character of God
we must go to the New Testament and to Christ's teaching therein.
given, and there we shall find that a God of wrath is not a true
~escription of the true God, the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus
Christ. We wholly dissent from this Modernistic teaching. We
believe that in both the Old and the New Testaments we have an
infallibly-inspired revelation of the character of God, and that
there is no contradiction between the two volumes. One of the
great errors of these Modernists is that they teach a one-sided
view of God's character. They represent Him as all love. They
forget that He is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His
works. They seem ready to dwell on the text, "God is love," but
they omit two other New Testament texts-" God is light" and
"God is a consuming fire" (Heb. xii. 29). "Vengeance belongeth
unto Me, I will recompense, saith the Lord" is a text found in the
New Testament (Heb. x. 30).
We propose to draw attention to the wrath of God in both Old
and New Testament times.
1. First, think of the wmth of God in Old Testament times.
a. We first read of the wrath of God against angelic sin. The
fall of angels evidently took place before the fall of man. Satan
was a sinner before he tempted our first parents to sin. "The
devil sinneth from the beginning" (1 John iii. 8). He was in
DIVINE
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rebellion against God when with craft and subtilty he deceived
Eve in the garden of Eden, and daringly said, " Ye shall not surely
·die." Hence our Lord said, "He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar,
and the father of it" (John viii. 44). When the devil sinned it
would appear that a considerable number of other angelic beings
also sinned, and against them all the wrath of God was immediately
manifested. Hence we read, "God spared not the angels that
sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains
of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment" (2 Pet. ii. 4). No
redeemer was provided for them, and it is our Lord Himself Who
speaks of " everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels"
(Matt. xxv. 41).
b. We next read of Divine wrath against human sinners. Take
the case of Adam, the head of the human race. God threatened
death if he partook of the forbidden fruit, and He carried out
His threat. Adam and all his posterity became worthy of death,
spiritual, temporal and eternal as a result of that one act of
disobedience. "By one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned" (Rom. v. 12). That is, all sinned in Adam.
Death temporal comes in various ways. It is caused by disease,
famine, pestilence, earthquakes, wars, shipwrecks and accidents
of all kinds. It follows that all these calamities and all our
sufferings are due to sin, and are the result of the Divine wrath
or displeasure.
The Antediluvians were sinners, and God in righteous displeasure
brought in the flood upon that world of ungodly people. (See
Gen. vi. 5-7, 13; 2 Peter ii. 5.)
The Sodomites were sinners, and God in righteous wrath, "turning
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them
with an overthrow" (2 Pet. ii. 6). Moses in reference to this
display of Divine judgment speaks of "the overthrow of Sodom
and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, which the Lord overthrew
.in His anger, and in His wrath" (Deut. xxix. 23).
The chosen people of Israel also brought upon them Divine displeasure and wrath because of their sins. It was sin that caused
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the forty years' wandering in the wilderness, and· the exclusion
from Canaan of those who were twenty years old and upwards.
The Lord sware in His wrath that they should not enter into His.
rest (Num. xiv. 28-35; Ps. xcv. 11).
The Babylonian captivity was another exhibition of Divine wrath
visited upon the people of Israel for their many sins. They went
on in sin, "until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people,
till there was no remedy" (2Chron. xxxvi. 16).
2. Secornilly, th~ Old Testament predicts Divine wrath against
Ant1'christian confederates.
The second Psalm is no doubt prophetic, and the writer asks,
"Why do the heathen (the nations) rage, and the people (the
peoples) imagine a vain thing 1 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, arnil
against His Anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder,.
and cast away their cords from us." In vain,'however, do they
unite against J ehovah and against His Christ. " He that sitteth
in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.
Then shall He speak unto them in His wrath, and vex them in Hissore d'ispleasure."
Jehovah's anointed One shall" break them with a rod of iron"
and "dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." "When His.
wrath is kindled bJlt a little," His enemies shall "perish from
the way." His enemies are to be made His footstool and" Heshall strike through kings in the day of His wrath" (Ps. cx. 1, 5).
3. Thirdly, let us think of the wrath of God as set forth in the New'
Testament.
a. We are taught that "the wrath of God is revealed against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men." Even apart from therevelation of God in the Bible men are held responsible for their
idolatry and other sins. "The things that are made" reveal of
themselves" His eternal power and Godhead," and to worship and
serve the creature rather than the Creator is a sin which brings
upon men the wrath of God. (See Rom. i. 18-20, 25, 32.)
b. We see the wrat'!i of God in the destruction of Jerusalem by theRomans: In reference to that Divine judgment upon the Jews.
our Lord says, "There shall be great distress in the land, and
wrath upon this people. And they shall fall by the edge of the,63.,i
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sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles
he fulfilled" (Luke xxi. 23, 24).
c. We are taught that all men are by nature exposed to Divine
wrath. Their sins deserve eternal death, and only grace can deliver
them from merited condemnation. Among the children of dis{}bedience " we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts
of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and
were by nature the children of wrath, even as others" (Eph. ii. 1, 2).
These are solemn words, and show that apart from Divine grace
and mercy no one would escape that wrath of God which his sins
.deserve.
d. We are taught that Divine wrath will be manifested in full
measure at a future date. There is "wrath to come." John the
Bapist asked" Who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to
,come?" (Matt. iii. 7). A day is coming when fruitless trees will
be hewn down and cast into the fire, when Ohrist will thoroughly
purge His threshing floor, and " gather His wheat into the garner;
but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire" (Matt. iii.
10, 12).
The Apostle Paul speaks of "the day of wrath and revelation
,of the righteous judgment of God" (Rom. ii. 5).
He speaks of "the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction" (Rom.
ix. 22).
The Apostle John speaks of kings, great men, rich men, chief
.captains, mighty men, and bondmen and free men saying to the
mountains and rocks, "Fall on us, and hide us from the face of
Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:
for the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to
stand 1" (Rev. vi. 16, 17).
The same aposthl, speaking of Ohrist says, "He treadeth the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God" (Rev.
xix. 15).
There are more passages in the Revelation which speak of Divine
wrath, but we forbear to quote them. Enough has been said to
.show that the New Testament as well as the Old speaks of the
wrath of God.
. It is an awfully solemn subject, and we refer to it in tender
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tones. We need, however, to face it. We need to beware of onesided views of God. Even apart from the express teaching of the
Bible the Divine judgments which come upon nations and individuals prove beyond doubt that there" is a God that judgeth
the earth" (Ps. lviii. 11).
4. Finally, let us think of the unspeakably blessed truth that there
is such a thing as Salvation from Divine wrath.
Blessed be God that His Word not only reveals the wrath of
God, but it reveals in the Gospel "the righteousness of God which
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe"
(Rom. i. 17; iii. 22). This righteousness is the obedience unto
death of our Lord Jesus Christ. By His obedience His people
are treated and regarded as righteous. He was made sin for them
that they might be made the righteousness of God in Him. Christ's
righteousness is imputed to His believing people, and on this
ground they are justified or declared righteous, and therefore they
are delivered from condemnation and from merited wrath.
They are justified freely by God's grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus, and " being now justified by His blood, we
shall be saved from wrath through Him" (Rom. v. 9).
There is therefore for the justified no condemnation, no wrath.
Christ hath redeemed them from the curse of the law, being made
a curse for them. They have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace. Trusting
in the Lord Jesus they find out that He is their Deliverer from
the wrath to come (1 Thess. i. 10). Thus they can humbly and
thankfully say, " God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain
salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether
we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him" (1 Thess.
v. 9, 10). There is thus no penal suffering for the believing people
of God.
The question may be asked then, "Why do the justified die 1 "
The answer of an eminent American theologian is as follows :" Justification changes the entire federal relation of its subject
to the law, and raises him for ever above all the penal consequences
of sin. Death, therefore, while remaining a part of the penalty
of the unsatisfied law in relation to the unjust, is like all other
affiictions changed in relation to the justified into an element of
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improving discipline. It is made necessary for them from the
present constitution of the body, while it is to both body and
soul the gateway of heaven" (Outlines of Theology, by Dr. A. A.
Hodge, p. 549).
Another great Scotch theologian says, "The full remission of
sins . . . takes place at once the moment one believes. The
man is perfectly forgiven, and the person fully accepted, and all
that is btrictly penal in the consequences of sin is brought to an
end and terminated for ever. These effects of sin are transformed
into a course of discipline. The sickness, sttffering, and death which
come to us in the ordinary course of things, anq. which could not
be altered without a miracle, still remain to the Christian, but
they are wholly changed in their character. They are no longer
penal, no longer part of the curse which was quite exhausted on
Christ, but means of spiritual improvemeIft, or a part of the
Christian's education in patience and hope. Though physical
suffering is allowed to remain in the history of; the redeemed,
it is no longer an infl'iction of wrath or a channel of vengeance,
but a fatherly chastisement, or a salutary discipline, and
through Divine grace richly made available for our growth in
holiness. For we must alwa,ys distinguish between correction and
punishment in the proper import of the term; and constant
prosperity is so rarely advantageous, that an alternation with the
opposite is found profitable to the Christian" (Doctrine of the
Atonement as Taught by Christ, by Pro£. Smeaton, pp. 181-2).
That there is no wrath for the believer is well expressed by
Toplady. He says,
" Complete atonement Thou hast made,
And to the utmost farthing paid,
Whate'er Thy people owed:
Nor can His wrath on me take place,
If sheltered in Thy righteousness,
And sprinkled with Thy blood.
" If my discharge Thou hast procured,

And freely in my room endured
The whole of wrath Divine:
Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."
THE EDITOR.
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WELLSPRINGS.

.. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever."-PSALM xxiii. 6.
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How many hundreds of times during our lives have we read or heard
repeated these words, taken from the Psalm which has been perhaps
the most familiar to us from our childhood days and onward. Yet
they are as fresh and blessed as the first time that they were applied
to our heart, and they are increasingly blessed as the days come and
go with their varied experiences and the prospect of Home becomes
nearer. Yes, these words gather in strength, become increasingly
precious, and give the exercised heart to rest in the assurance that
the goodness and mercy which encompassed us at the beginning will
never leave us.
"The work which His goodness began,
The Arm of His Strength will complete."
As "surely" as goodness and mercy have followed us, so they
" shall follow" all the days of our life, and bring us to that blessedly
anticipated place of eternal rest, "the house of the Lord for ever."
Shall we, as the Holy Spirit enables us, make our meditation at this
time on the subject of some of the days mentioned in Holy Scripture,
although as we sit down to our attempt we know not where to begin
or end on so large a .subject? Yet we see in referring to each what
perfect order is observed in the long list!
What forcible teaching of wisdom's perfect plan in creation there
was when" God called the light Day, and the darkness He called
Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day" (Gen.
i. 5). Thus the works of the great Creator were seen day by day
until the seventh, when" God rested," and thereby set it separate
from all the other six, and hallowed it. Nor would He have man
forget or be left without excuse. Hence the fourth commandment
was given from Sinai to His servant Moses, to instruct the great
congregation of Israel, " Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy,"
etc. (Exod. xx. 8-11). It was on that holy day that the beloved and
aged Apostle John in Patmos rejoiced when he said, " And I was in
the Spirit on the Lord's day." Can you recall past days in His house
of prayer when your soul has exulted in the preaching ofthe everlasting
Gospel, and "whether in the body or not" you hardly knew, so
precious was the Word of the Lord to your soul that made that place
as " a little heaven below" ?
Oh, to cherish the sanctity of that day! Keep it holy in all that
we do and say, and seek the grace throughout its sacred hours (whatever our circumstances) of worshipping our King in " the beauty of
holiness." The inspired saints of old knew much of this blessedness:
" This is the day the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad
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in it," they said. And:' A day in Thy courts is better than a thousand."
And when affliction is laid upon us, and deprivation follows as to
outward blessing, the Lord will yet be " as a little sanctuary" unto
us and we shall know something of the blessedness of entering into
His rest and giving J ehovah His claim in worshipping Him. How
much we would like to linger and meditate over the days in their
order in creation, but space forbids.
Then, again, think of the days and their significance scattered
throughout the Pentateuch. Think of those " other seven days" in
which Noah waited in the ark, and the tender providences of his
unfailing God. What depth of meaning there is in that short verse
in Genesis xxii. 4, "Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his
eyes, and saw the place afar off." The day, the time, the place, all
fixed by eternal destiny when Jehovah-Jireh should set forth, how
in the fulness of time He would Himself provide the Lamb of God
Who was to take away the sins of the world. "In the third day He
will raise us up and we shall live in His sight" spake the prophet
Hosea (vi. 2). It was on the third day that the house of prayer was
finished in Ezra's time and made the day of rejoicing (Ezra vi. 16) ;
. and it was indeed a momentous day to Queen Esther when she went
in unto the king-the day of deliverance for her nation. Our Lord,
as His people's Deliverer, spake of how He " must go unto Jerusalem,
and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and be raised again the third day" (Matt. xvi. 21)-the
day fixed from all eternity by Jehovah when His blessed Son should
be raised again for our justification. Blessedly appropriate are three
of His titles: "Day-spring,"" Day Star," and" Day's Man." His
people have through Him their dignified title of "children of the
day."
We may not linger further over outstanding days of Holy Writ, such as
the Day of Pentecost, the Day of the Lord, the Day of Judgment, the
Day of Salvation, etc., for we would bring our subject home in experimental sweetness to the individual reader and return to our text and
its promise, and encourage our hearts that He Who has spoken it will
make it good in the experience of everyone of His pilgrim people.
"Surely, goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever." All the
days, and all that falls upon them, are under His control, His superintendence, His care, His concern. Every day in the lives of redeemed
sinners is subject to Him. "The Lord knoweth the days of the upright
and their inheritance shall be for ever" (Ps. xxxvii. 18). It may be
the day of His Jacob's trouble (Nahum i. 7), but He has declared He
will " hear thee in the day of trouble" (Ps. xx. 1), and has instructed
His children what to do when trouble overtakes them: "And call
upon Me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou shalt
glorify Me" (Ps. 1. 15).
Our little days, dear reader, are made up of such little things,
and often at the end we look back in shame to confess how paltry,
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how insignificant, have been its demands. But He does not condemn
us. He has placed us here, made this beautiful earth for His people,
sanctified its simple enjoyments to us as we delight to trace how the
hand that made all is Divine. Then in the home duties, the little
pressing cares, the pin-pricking trials, the demands upon our patience
and temper, the hidden service, the claim of patience and gentleness
.and meekness, lest we offend with our lips and bring reproach on His
,dear Name-all these that make up life's little day are known to Him.
The Lord your Heavenly Father knows your days, dear hidden one.
He knows their nature and all your weariness. He counts them, they
are all numbered by Him. And as surely as the need arises, so He
will provide.
"But, oh," says one, " I am so hasty, I want it all my way, I want
~mmediate answers to my prayers, I want them now, and cry out,
e Make haste, 0 Lord, how long? '"
But have you not found how
true and living faith could afford to wait? Have you not proved in
the past how well it was to wait for the Lord, and how that waiting
was well worth the delay which tried your faith and chafed your
spirit? Well worth, was it not? up that long ascent of a mountain of
difficulty, the top of which you could not see over, but which He was
able to level in a moment. Oh, if your God has said" wait," you
may be sure He has a Divine purpose in keeping you waiting, and
He claims the patience He gives in admonishing you to" wait patiently."
He has His commendation ready when the trial has worked His will,
and will give you to prove" blessed are all they that wait for Him."
It was remarked truly in the writer's hearing recently by a minister
-of the Gospel, that the saints of God have oft-times to read His providences backward, and is not that your experience, fellow-believer?
Fresh as though it were but yesterday, instead of thirteen years
ago, in the writer's mind is recalled a severe and prolonged trial of
faith in a path in which she was absolutely shut up to the Lord and
bidden by Him to wait and be still when all else urged activity. As
-day succeeded day and week followed week, faith got more and more
severely tried. To still hang on to Omnipotence, to still obey in
,silent waiting for the promised "vision" and deliverance in His
time and way was hard for flesh and blood. But it was well worth
it all when God's" end" appeared and His wonderful deliverance
came. Then was seen how perfect had been His way, how wise His
will, and how every thread of that mysterious Providence was woven
in perfect love. Oh, what gracious mercy and deliverances were the
consummation of that painful, complex, humbling time, and what
a cause for praise, what strengthening of faith, and what encouragement to the faith of others did that great trial of faith bring!
Should an exercised soul be reading this, who is passing through
-one of His appointed waiting times, wait on, dear soul. He Who
gives faith, commands it, and calls it into lively exercise. He
Who gives prayer, will assuredly return in His own appointed time
with gracious and surprising answers and deliverances, and you will
32
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then see how wise and faithful He was to check your steps, bring you
to inaction and to wait only upon your God, that you might presently
prove His wise and strong hand, which had guided and restrained,
and given you in the end far better than had been your calculations
and arrangements. The Psalmist of our text is in that holy place of
contentedness with the will of his heavenly Father, Whose heart is ever
towards His people in love and mercy, however dark the cloud over
them. This little Psalm is a sweet testimony to the faithfulness of
his Shepherd King and yours and mine. The chequered history
of the pilgrim's life can testify that" Thy rod and Thy staff they
comfort me," so that we have not only had the staff in our hand for
support, but in His hand has been the rod, so often necessary to our
correction and reproof. Yet David says. they both alike shall" comfort me"; and who would be without the rod for their wayward
wills and rebellious hearts, if so be that we are brought to rejoice in
the comfort of the sanctified "afterward" when God's "peaceable
fruits" are seen in His children and He is glorified ~ "Who would
not maintain communion with this God, Who can make a comfort
of anything, Who can answer every cross with a comfort ~ If we
have a thousand crosses, God hath ten thousand comforts; He can
multiply comforts faster than the world can multiply crosses," wrote
Cary!.
Thus then, dear child of God, may you be enabled to take from
the hands of your all-wise, all-loving Shepherd King just what He is
pleased to give you. He will make the bitter sweet, and the medicine
food, and give you to prove how all is His way of giving you that
" goodness and mercy" which shall be caused to follow you all your
days. And when your God says all your days, that means days
without exception and days that are mapped out by His all-wise,
all-bountiful hand, to deal with you in them in loving-kindness and
tender mercies. And so, "all the days of my life" and your life,
fellow-believer, are enfolded in His loving care, are controlled by Him,
and all the circumstances of our lives, our chequered paths, our secret
tears, our weary watching for the salvation of it may be your nearest
and dearest-oh, all these are accounted for by Him Who has promised to follow up all your days with His" goodness and mercy,"
and give strength equal to your every need. And all because of His
predestinating love, of which dear Joseph Irons sang;-
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.. All that concerns the chosen race,
In nature, providence and grace,
Where they shall dwell, and when remove,
Fixed by predestinating Love.
Their calling, growth and robes they wear,
Their conflicts, trials, daily care,
.
Are for them well arranged above,
By God's predestinating Love."
Love eternal and unchangeable is inscribed over the portal of your
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every day, and hour by hour and step by step, you will prove it at
the hand of the God of love.
Now in closing, let us apply the first word of our text to encourage
our hearts and to believe that "surely," verily, truly, the Faithful
Promiser will do as He has said, and all His pilgrim people shall
prove, "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the daysIof
my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever."
All the days of my life the God of my every mercy in His great
goodness has promised to be with me. "And 10, I am with you
alway-all the days-even unto the end of the world. Amen,"
spake the Risen and Ascending Saviour in His parting blessing. And
He is now at His Father's right hand to give these blood-bought
gifts unto everyone of His redeemed people.
R.

THE GREAT SHEPHERD.
" Our Lord Jesus, that Great Shepherd of the sheep."HEBREWS xiii. 20.
" GREAT Shepherd of the sheep,"
Triumphant o'er the grave,
We sing Thy peerless Name,
Its power Thy flock to save.
" Great Shepherd of the sheep,"
Thy Covenant Blood we sing,
The ransom paid by Thee
Each wandering sheep to bring.

r

"Great Shepherd of the sheep,"
Thy Suretyship we plead,
Fulfiller of God's will
In motive, word, and deed.
"Great Shepherd of the sheep,"
Thy footsteps would we tread;
Though steep and rough Thy paths,
We know they homeward lead.
" Great Shepherd of the sheep,"
Our feeble faith sustain,
Till Advent hope give place
To Thy celestial reign.

1887]

"Great Shepherd of the sheep,"
Accept our pilgrim song,
Its theme, Thy saving workBy grace-free grace-so strong.
JAMES ORMISTON.
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Sermons anb Notes of Sermons.
"STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS."
A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL,
BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.
" For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come," or "that
is coming."-HEBREWS xiii. 14.
THOSE of us (I trust all present) who have been called by grace to the
knowledge of salvation in God's dear Son have, we are told here, no
continuing city on earth, no abiding city, no city to abide in, and that
makes us strangers; "but we seek one to come," or" that is coming,"
and that makes us pilgrims. So that on the earth the people of God
are both strangers and pilgrims. That is the Scripture order, though
very often misquoted. The Scriptural order always is strangers first
-strangers, then pilgrims. We cannot enter upon the Christian pilgrimage till we are estranged from the world. We must first be called
by grace out of the world before we can start on the heavenward
journey. "Strangers and pilgrims on the earth "-such the people of
God have ever been. It matters not in what dispensation they lived,
patriarchal, or Mosaic, or Christian, they were then and there alike
strangers on the earth, a people called out to walk with God as Enoch
walked with God. Enoch is a remarkable example of walking with
God in the midst of abounding evil. He endured hard things at the
hands of a world which rejected him, his message, and his Master.
But he held on his way, he continued in communion with God for
three hundred years, and God manifested His pleasure towards His
dear servant Enoch, for " Enoch was not, for God took him " without
his seeing death. How blessed these things are when we consider
them in relation to ourselves. What are these things to me? is what
we need ask ourselves severally when we hear what God the Lord
enabled His servants of old to do or to bear. Because we in our measure
are called to walk in the footsteps of the flock, to walk where they
walked, to walk as they walked alone with God, strangers in the earth,
having our affections set on things above, not on things around, not
on things which the eye can appreciate and nature can enjoy, but
leaving those things, renouncing those things, having fellowship with
God regarding the invisible things which are His, the things that are
not seen.
. So they endured-so we endure-as seeing Him Who Himself is
invisible, but we see Him by faith and we have the assurance of His
love, of His mercy, of His grace, of His truth. And so we go on
our pilgrimage day by day, walking as the Lord Who guides chooses
to lead us, sometimes in the deep waters, and in the dark, darkplaces
where faith is sorely tried and sifted and it seems almost to disappear,
but the Lord continues His grace toward us and revives faith a little,
and we gather strength for another stage of our journey and go forward
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in His sufficiency. No abiding city here-this is very emphatic,
" here " is the word of emphasis, " Here have we no coritinuing city."
There are cities many, and cities mighty, great cities as well as little
ones, as once said Lot of old of the little Zoar-" it is a little one."
But it was an evil one, and so the little cities of earth, as the great
cities, are full of sin and full of sinners, and God thinks them no places
for His people who have cost Him so much, nothing less than the
precious blood of His dear, dear Son, no earthly city is worthy. No
city of earth has foundations; they are without foundations, they
are built on the earth and they will perish with the earth. "The earth
also, and the works that are therein, shall be burned up," and therefore
the cities of the earth are only fuel for the fire, "kept in store" for
judgment, " kept in store" by the same Word as during the days of
Noah kept the earth in store for the judgment of water, and it came and
drowned them all but those who were safely in the ark, the refuge of
God's mercy for the few, that is, eight; for the Lord will preserve
His people through the dangers, the Lord will keep His Israel. The
Lord owns a people who are near unto Himself and also dear. Here
have we no continuing, no abiding city,
,
" This may distress the worldling's mind;
But should not cost the saint a tear,
Who hopes a better rest to find."
Not worthy of God's saints-it is said in the 11th of Hebrews the world
was not worthy of them, namely, the poor, persecuted saints of God.
And so God looks down upon this world of ours, looks upon
it in relation to His dear people whom He has called out by
His grace-there is nothing there worthy of them, there is nothing
there as a heritage for them, there is nothing there as a provision
for them. And therefore He provides heavenly things; realities,
eternal realities, these are worthy of them who have cost the
blood of the Lamb, these are worthy of those who trust in Him in
the midst of their pilgrimage and stranger-journey. The Lord has
provided great things in store for His pilgrims. A heavenly city-it
which, it is said in our text, believers are seeking, for which they are
waiting. We seek one which is coming, this city is coming. We
find if we turn to the Book of the Revelation, in the 21st chapter,
some information concerning this prepared City of the Lord. The
seer tells us there came to him" one of the seven angels which had
the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me,
saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. And
he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and
showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven
from God, having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone
most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal "-" having
the glory of God" -that is the city, and that is the only city, which has
the glory of God. And this makes her unique. Midst all the claimants
she stands alone in her glory, and her glory is not her own glory, it is
the glory of God with which she is clothed, altogether glorious, the glory
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that passes not away, the glory that remains, the glory the same
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever, because the glory of God. This is
the habitation the Lord is making ready for His waiting Church.
Here we have nothing, there we have all. Here, no continuing; abiding,
city, all the cities of earth being without foundations, but we seek one
to come" which hath foundations whose Architect and Builder is God,"
for that is the wording in that case in the original, " whose Architect"
-presently the Builder, but first, the Architect _cc whose Architect
and Builder is God." It is the work of the architect to create from
his own mind and with such materials as he has at hand, and as he has
had committed to his trust. And so the Lord Jesus as the Architect
'Of the prepared city perfected the plans in all the details, and this
glory is worthy of God, of His infinite mind, of His infinite resources,
'Of His infinite wisdom. This city has foundations, the Word of God
so declares-cc having foundations." God builds His Church on the
Rock, the Rock of Ages, the eternal Rock-Christ, and therefore
th<city is well founded. Her foundations are in the holy mountains,
the mountains of God. She is well founded. "Nothing can shake
her sure repose." "There is a city"-this city, the new Jerusalem,
for which the saints, the strangers and pilgrims of God, are quietly
and patiently and assuredly waiting. And they shall not be put to
confusion. "My people shall never be ashamed." God has passed on
that word once and again to us. "My people shall never be ashamed
.of their hope, shall never be ashamed of their confidence in Me, shall
never be disappointed of their expectations which I Myself have
created in their hearts by the Spirit of grace and truth and power."
" Here we have no continuing city," but let us thank God we seek
the one city to come, the city, not a city among cities. We seek the
city which is to come, is coming. A little moment may see it, reveal
it, manifest it, and we shall be there. "In a moment, in the twinkling
'Of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound "-assuredly
the trump of God shall sound, and all will be revealed to us of the glory
that God has prepared, and we shall say, "This is our God, we have
waited for Him, He will save us." It means salvation. Now is the
day of salvation so far as regards faith, but that is the Day of Salvation
so far as regards revelation and manifestation and realization.
"We have waited for Him, He will save us." Thus it is as
born from above God's people are said to be "partakers of the
heavenly calling "-" the heavenly calling." God in heaven called
them to a knowledge of Himself in Christ, and God Who called
them to the knowledge of Himself in Christ has guided them and
will continue to guide them as they journey onwards along the
King's highway that leadeth to Zion, that notable highway of which
the prophet Isaiah speaks, the way which is hidden from all that are
not of the Lord. "The redeemed shall walk there "-none other.
No unclean beast can tread that secret way. The way of the Lord is
the secret of the Lord and with them and to them-the redeemedHe will show His Covenant.
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This is the prepared city. It is, from the first to the last, from the
first stone in the foundation to the top stone which caps the whole
edifice, it is of the Lord. His perfections will be seen each and every
way. You may look upon this masterpiece of His salvation and of
His grace and you shall see His hand in it all-His glory. Every
whit of it shall utter His glory. Every stone in the walls of the new
Jerusalem shall utter a voice-no silent stones in the temple of God,
each stone has a voice, a voice that speaks one truth, "Glory unto
God." And what a glory will it not be! How can we attempt to speak
of it? "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that
love Him." And therefore we are waiting in silent expectation for
the city that is to come. It is coming! The walls of this city are
goodly walls. Her walls have been denominated by the Spirit" walls
of salvation." Her walls shall be Salvation and her gates Praise.. walls of salvation." God presents His salvation work under a great
variety of figures in His holy Book, and this is one of them. The walls
are those of God's building and they are safe and eternal; they are
mighty walls, higher than the Heaven of heavens. And we are told
.. the city lieth foursquare," a figure, a geometrical figure, of great
strength, " and the length is as large as the breadth; and he measured
the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length, and
the breadth, and the height of it are equal," which signifies strength
and solidity. He has saved His people with a mighty salvation,
they are not merely saved-except in one aspect, "If the righteous
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? "
but taking the work of salvation in its totality and completeness we
have this marvellous figure used, " the city lieth foursquare." There
is neither beginning nor ending in this work of God. It is beyond
us to apprehend, we must know it, we must experience it {ourselves.
Meanwhile I say we wait, we wait its manifestation. The 8th of
Romans tells us that we are waiting "for the manifestation," or
apocalypse, " of the sons of God." "It doth not yet appear," it is
not yet made manifest, "what we shall be." This is it which the
seer saw: "I saw no temple therein "-no temple therein: "for the
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it." No temple,
no ritual, the worship all spiritual, free, happy and glorious-no rules,
no fetters, no rubrics, all freedom not bondage. You know the old
system of the temple was a system from first to last of rules, regulations,
prohibitions, and the like. One man might not do this, and another
might not do that; only one man might go into the Holy of holies
and then only once a year, and then not without blood-only one man.
And then there were the priests who entered the tabernacle and
performed their duties under strict regulations; and then the Levites,
and they had their appointed work and only that. All these things
were typical and emblematical, very, but then they are only figures
of the true, and but figures at the best. But the heavenly city is
without such rules and regulations, they enjoy liberty in the city, they
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are citizens of no mean city. "Our conversation "-citizenship" is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ" Who is to bring the city with Him-all His saints with
Him. We seek one city, the new Jerusalem which is coming, we are
looking for liberty to walk the streets of gold without hindrance and
without fear, and all things ours, not merely a city to dwell in, but the
city of the great King Who shares with us the wealth. And it is our
city-even He Himself is ours, "this is our God for ever and ever,
He will be our Guide " even unto the end.
And so we rejoice in our lot, and we are content to turn our backs
upon the earthly cities and upon the best that the world can afford us.
We renounce those things and hold them to be of no reputation.. Ours
are solid things, ours is enduring substance; we lack no manner of
thing that is good who have a good hope through grace. This city
is altogether glorious because the Lamb is the light and the glory
of it. The Lamb is the glory of Immanuel's Land. We are waiting
for the light of the morning. We are waiting in expectation-not
conditional but absolute-for these things. God has spoken them.
They are the truths of His lips, and they remain for ever and ever.
We are told in the 11th of Hebrews that Abraham looked for this
city. He was not looking for an earthly city. He dwelt in a
tent, wandered up and down the land which was given' him in
a promise, which he accepted as a promise, but he saw through
these earthly figures and these earthly possessions to a heavenly
possession. He looked for this city. The 11th of Hebrews, the
10th verse: "He looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
Builder and Maker is God." And are we the children of Abraham
in this matter? Are we the sons and daughters of that father of
the faithful ones? Are we looking as he looked for that city?
He passed away before the coming of that city, but he was not
disappointed of his hope. He died in the Lord. And we are stiU
day by day waiting and looking for the coming of the Son of God,
and the coming of that city He shall bring with Him. May the
Lord keep our feet. May the Lord direct our paths as strangers and
pilgrims on the earth, and keep our affections set on things above and
loose them increasingly from things below, for Christ's sake.
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SERMONETTE.
THE THREE R'S.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M,A., B.D,

'I

THREE fundamental Biblical truths concerning mankind, viz., Ruin,
Redemption, and Regeneration, have been called; " The Three R's."
They are the foundation stones of Christian doctrine, and should
underlie the teaching and preaching of every Christian Minister. Let
us consider them in order :.
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1. Ruin.-Man by nature is ruined by sin.. He has fallen from the
original state in which God created him. God created man in " His
own image, in the image of God" (Gen. i. 27), but how far he has
fallen from that image is evident from the terms in which our Lord
. addressed some in His day-religionists, be it noted-" Ye are of your
father, the Devil" (John viii. 44); and the Apostle John divides.
mankind into two classes: "the children of God," and" the children
of the Devil" (1 John iii. 10). A man, by nature, is so ruiped, that·
"He cannot turn and prepare himself by his own natural strength
and good works, to faith, and calling upon God" (Article X, Church
of England). "No man," said the Lord Jesus, "can come to Me,
except the Father which hath sent Me, draw him" (John vi. 44).
This is because he is unwilling, for he is "dead in trespasses and
sins" (Eph. ii. 1).
2. Redemption." Plunged in a gulf of dark despair
We wretched sinners lay,
Without one cheerful gleam of hope,
Or spark of glimmeril1g day.
With pitying eyes the Prince of Peace
Beheld our helpless grief;
He saw, and, 0 amazing love!
He ran to our relief."
(Dr. Isaac Watts.)

I.

God might have left fallen men to their just desert, as were the
fallen angels, for they deserved His wrath and damnation (see Eph.
v. 6). But in His mercy and grace, He provided a Saviour, Wh()
redeemed, that is, delivered from curse and damnation, all who believe
and obey the Gospel. The Lord Jesus, the Redeemer, accomplished
this redemption by taking human nature into union with His own
Divine nature, coming into the world, " born of a woman," and then
giving His life for the salvation of His people. Here, sinner, is a.
refuge for you: Are these glad tidings to you ~ Believing them in
your heart, and trusting in the living Saviour, you have" Redemption
through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins" (Col. i. 14).
3. Regeneration.-The believing of the glad tidings is an evidence
of regeneration, or the New Birth; for the Lord Jesus said: "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, he that heareth My word, and believeth on
Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come int()
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" (John v. 24).
Redemption by blood, the blood of the Son of God, is scorned by
the world, but when a sinner sees his lost and ruined state, such a
redemption can alone meet his need, for by this alone can he be
reconciled to God.
This is the work of the Holy Spirit. This is the birth from above.
This is regeneration. May the same Spirit impress these truths, dear
reader, upon your heart.
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AN ADDED CUBIT.

THE Lord" warning His disciples against over-anxiety," as the heading
has it, directed them to the remembrance of that God Whose providence feeds the ravens and clothes the lilies. The ravens of those
days, and the,ravens of our day, are the descendants of some two that
went into the Ark with Noah. The lilies have come of the plants
which at the beginning were in the earth before they grew in all their
loveliness. God had kept both. "Shall He not much more clothe you,
o ye of little faith? " the Lord said. And if they were to be clothed,
it was manifest that they had been fed. "Your Father knoweth
that ye have need of these things." He gives them as freely to His
children as to the birds and the flowers, i.e., they cannot help themselves
without His will, they cannot help Him, or prevent Him either in
building up or pulling down. Riches and poverty are with Him. No
staying,up late, or getting up early is other than vain in the pursuit
of increase. It would be easier for us, the Lord taught, to add a cubit
to our stature, than to provide for ourselves, independently of Him,
food and raiment. We cannot make one hair white or black. We
cannot add to our height. To God Himself belongs the pasturage of
the world and the cattle upon a thousand hills. The meat of every
forest is at His ordering. All the wool and silk from the East to the
West are of His making. All Lebanon is at His command for burning.
.And He knows that His people have need of these things, and they
know that He knows. He has some better thing still that will not
perish with the using, that will never be worn thin because it is last
year's, or diminished because already partaken of. "Seek rather the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness." Seek the greatest, the first,
the eternal. So God says, and His exhortations are His promises,
and His promises involve all power in heaven and earth for their
fulfilment.
When David was all but perishing in the fight, Barzillai and others
" brought beds, and basins, and earthen vessels, and wheat, and barley,
.and flour, and parched corn, and beans, and lentils, and parched pulse,
and honey, and butter, and sheep, and cheese of kine, for David, and
for the people that were with him, to eat: for they said, The people
is hungry, and weary, and thirsty, in the wilderness." David's Father
knew that he had need of all these things, and was keeping him short
while He taught him to say, " It is good for me that I have been affiicted,
that I might learn Thy statutes. I am poor and needy, yet the Lord
thinketh upon me." How different was the going of his two sons:
first Absalom, then Adonijah. Both thought to take the throne.
For a short time men admired and followed, but they knew not .the
Lord, and the oath that was sworn in righteousness to their father.
It was not by taking thought that David had been raised from the
sheepfold to be ruler over Israel, and it must have been with a wonderful
sense of security and triumph that" David perceived," as it says in
2 Samuel v. 12, "that the Lord had established him king." If God
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was for him, who could be against him? and God subdued his people
under him, as He had ages before magnified His trembling servants,
Moses and Joshua, in the sight of the people, and made them to be the
captains of His host.
There are not many of us who aspire to an actual throne, but we
are apt to think that some condition would promote our eminence;
some greater thing, some comfort or immunity, some economy or
arrangement would make us a little, if not a great deal, happier. But
except the Lord build, we labour in vain, and though we do build
He can pull down, and we get on no further than the leopard would
in changing his spots, or the Ethiopian his skin.
In spiritual things, how many a child of God would if he could add
a cubit to his stature in the possession and riches of Christ Jesus his
Lord by being able, for instance, to yield himself, body, soul, and
desires to the Redeemer-by having no will, by possessing a patience
that holds on without murmuring or counting the time too long, by
enjoying a fixed assurance of the complete and unchanging favour of
God and acceptance in Christ, and a daily perception of the inward
work of the blessed Spirit in the heart, and a preparation for the inheritance of the saints in light. But to attain to a greater measure in the
knowledge of God is not to be done by any taking anxious thought.
God only can give an increase such as He ordains, commands and works.
He says" seek" rather than work-inevitable and essential as work
is-" seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness." Seek, with
the unfailing certainty of finding that His ear is ever open, His mercy
and compassion alive to every need, His forgiveness never withheld,
His promise sure, His reward according to His own Divine kindness.
FOLLO~ER-ON.

THE COST OF THE GREAT WAR.

IN one of the Church of England weeklies, the writer of a leading
article recently said: "The cost involved (in the Great War) was
unsuspected by the most experienced military authorities. The
Allies had nine millions of men killed or permanently disabled, while
the Central Powers lost twelve millions; and the cost of all this
carnage was well over forty-two thousand million pounds. The result
is the present state of Europe, seething with rumours of yet another
war; a condition so familiar to every reader of the daily newspaper
that it is superfluous to describe it in detail. In view of these appalling facts,may we not well ask, 'Why fight? ' "
Later in the article the writer says: "The deadly character of
modern methods of warfare has made it impossible for either Christians
()r humanitarians to accept the view that the final recourse of nations,
called upon to settle grave disputes, is the sword. An alternative is
alrea.dy being seriously, and in a measure, exploited-the plan of
arbitration."
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PRUSSIANISM AS BEFORE.
CODE FOR GERMAN CHILDREN.

" Frightfulness a Duty."
(From" The Morning Post," Aug. 25th, 1933.)
From Our Own ·Correspondent.
PARIS, Aug. 24th.
IN view of his appointment to the new" Chair of War," recently
instituted by the German Minister of Education, special interest
attaches to Herr Edwald Banse's book, The Science of War: Introduction to a New National Science.
Some significant extracts have just been published in translation
by the Echo de Paris.
"We must take our destiny in our hands," declares Herr Banse,
" and first of all prepare our soul and brain for war. To be ready
for it, in our nation, each person must understand from his earliest
childhood and down to the depths of his heart, that his life belongs
to the State and to nothing else-for ever."
" The science of war then," our Professor continues, " concerns the
entire people. At school each subject of instruction-geography,
history, and later physics, chemistry, and biology-must help to
develop it.
" From the age of twelve the pupils must perform military exercises.
In the field they must play strategical games, and a little later carry
out methodical practice with rifles of small calibre. Youth enjoys
playing at thieves and policemen; let us exploit this natural bent
for, the good of the Fatherland."
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BLOW ON THE NECK."

"Above all, however," this original schoolmaster adds, "it is
necessary·to found among our young people an indestructible faith
in the moral value and profound significance of war. Such is the
aim of our education."
As he warms to his subject Herr Banse, who has evidently borrowed
extensively from Clausewitz and the other German apologists of
Might, becomes almost lyrical.
" It is completely false," he cries, " to consider war as annihilation.
War is the flowering of all the material forces and of the intellectuality
of the epoch which sees it born. War is action and thought fused
in one crucible. Each of us should know that war is nothing extraordinary, nothing criminal, that it is by no means a sin against
humanity."
"Each frontier," this edifying chapter concludes, "should be a
point of departure for an invasion, and should enable one to stun his
neighbour with a powerful blow on the nape of the neck."
It is understood that Herr Banse's book will be the official manual
on its subject in German schools and universities.
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REDEEMED DUST.
. THE name of our dear" Nettie " still lives in the hearts of the readers
of this magazine, and it has been touching to receive from the lips of
one and pen of another how they had visited the sacred spot, her last
resting place. One of our beloved correspondents writes: "I must
tell you of our visit to our eldest soil near Wilmslow. He took my
husband and me to see the last resting place of dear Miss Pool
("'Nettie "). It is a very ancient church and churchyard; some of
the tombstones bear the date 1600. There was a wedding taking
place in the church, and so we waited until we could see the caretaker
after the ceremony. She spoke of the family as having been" very
godly people."
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She also told us there had been five parties visiting the spot before
us and since the interment in April. We presumed that they were
readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE who had made the opportunity to
stand near the remains of the dear one whose writings we have valued
so much."
And now through the kindness of the late godly companion, I have
obtained the full inscription, and thought it would be a sacred gratification to other readers who will not be able to visit the spot. It was
evidently a large family vault possessed by Miss Pool's father, and
after the inscription to the memory of his sister and also her husband,
Mrs. and Mr. Whitehead, there follows,

i:

(

"Also Francis Pool of Wilmslow, who died Nov. 25th, 1888,
aged 82 years.
Also Elizabeth, wife of Francis Pool, who died March 10th, 1907,
aged 85 years.
"With Christ which is far better."
" Together with Him."
Also Catherine Whittaker, who died April 24th, 1878, aged 86 years.
Also Catherine, daughter of Francis and Elizabeth Pool who died
May 24th, 1882, aged 28 years.
" Ye are complete in Him."
Also of ANNIE POOL (" NETTIE "), who departed this life
March 31st, 1933, aged 81 years.
"Underneath are the Everlasting Arms."
There is something very sacred in the pilgrimage of the saints to the
last resting place of those who have journeyed with them in life and
with whom they have held fellowship and sweet communion as they
spake together of Christ the Beloved of their souls, in them " the Hope
of glory." And now as "the dead in Christ" they wait the trump,'

i;!

j

>"

488

The Gospel Magazine

of the Archangel and the Resurrection Morn. It brings the sweet and
exalting thought to us who remain a little longer, sadly missing our
beloveds from earth, yet rejoicing for them as " asleep in Jesus and are
blest," that what a blessed prospect is before the One Family when
the Heavenly Circle is complete, and they meet to part no more. No
separations then; no breaking up of communion, no tinge of sorrow,
no more tears, no semblance of fear and no sin to mar nor distress. AlE
the former things are passed away, and the Lamb in the midst of the
Throne, leads them by fountains of living waters, and they all without
a single break or interruption are" For ever with the Lord."
R.
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GRACE REIGNING IN ELECTION.
By HORATIUS BONAR, D.D.
" VAIN man would be wise, though he be born like a wild ass's colt."
Accordingly, he finds fault with election, as a mere system of arbitrary
partiality and favouritism; and tells us that if there be such a thing
as total helplessness in man, and sovereign election in God, then man
is not to blame if he be lost. Man's entire apostasy and death in sin,
so that he cannot save himself, and God's entire supremacy, so that He
saves whom he will, are doctrines exceedingly distasteful to human
pride. But they are Scriptural.
Why was the one thief saved and the other lost 1 "Even so, Father,
for so it seemed good in Thy sight.' God was not bound to save the
one, and He had power enough to have saved the other, and neither
could save himself. What made the difference 1 The sovereign grace
of God.
Why was Paul saved and Judas lost 1 Was it because the former
deserved to be saved and the latter to be lost? No, neither deserved
to be saved. Was it because the one was a fitting object for the grace
of God and the other not 1 No, the one was no more a fitting object
than the other. Was it because Paul chose Christ, and Judas rejected
Him 1 Well, but how was it that Paul chose Christ 1 Was it not
because Christ chose him 1
Why was it that Judea was made a land of light and Egypt remained
a region of darkness 1 Who made the difference 1 Man or God 1
Was God unjust in leaving Egypt in the shadow of death when He
made light to arise on Israel 1 What had Israel done to deserve a
privilege like this 1
Why is it that Britain is a land of light and Africa a land of darkness 1
Who made the difference 1 Who sent the Gospel to Britain and withheld it from Africa 1 Is God unjust in leaving the mighty continent
in the hands of Satan, and in delivering from his yoke this small island
of the sea 1
None have deserved salvation. No man is more fit for it than
another. God was not bound to save any. God might have saved
all. Yet he has only saved some. Is He, then, unjust in only saving
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some when He could have saved all 1 Objectors say, Oh, those who
are lost, are lost because they rejected Christ. But did not all equally
reject Him at first? What made the unbelief of some give way 1
Was it because they willed it, or because God put forth His power in
t.hem? Surely the latt.er. Might He not, then, have put forth His
power in all, and prevent.ed any from rejecting the Saviour 1 Yet
He did not. .Why? Because so it seemed good in His sight.
Is it unjust in God to save only a few when all are equally doomed
to die 1 If not, is there any injust.ice in His determining aforehand
t.o save these few, and leave the rest unsaved 1 They could not save
themselves, and was it unjust in Him to resolve, in His infinite wisdom,
to save them 1 Or, was it unjust in Him not to resolve to save all 1
Had all perished there would have been no injustice with Him. How
is it possible that there can be injustice in His resolving to save some?
There can be no grace when there is no sovereignty. Deny God's
right to choose whom He will and you deny His right to save whom He
will. Deny His right to save whom He will, and you deny that salvation is of grace. If salvation is made to hinge upon any desert or fitness
in man, seen or foreseen, grace is at an end.
One of the controversies of the present day is respecting the WILL
of God ;-as to whether His will or man's is the regulating power in the
universe, and the procuring cause of salvation to souls. The supremacy of God's will over individual persons and events is questioned.
Things are made to turn upon man's will, not on God's. Conversion
is made to turn on man's will, not on God's. Man's will, not God's, is
to decide what individuals are to enter heaven. Man's pen, and not
God's, is to write the names of the saved ones in the Lamb's Book of
Life! Much zeal is shown for the freedom of man's will, little jealousy
seems to be left for the freedom of God's will. Men insist that it is
unjust and tyrannical in God to control their wills, yet see nothing
unjust, nothing proud, nothing Satanic in attempting to fetter and
direct the will of God. Man, it seems cannot have his own foolish will
gratified, unless the all-wise God will consent to relinquish His!
Such are some of the steps in the march of Atheism. Such are the
preparations making in these last days by the wily usurper for dethroning the Et.ernal Jehovah.
Men may call these speculations. They may condemn them as
unprofit.able. To the law and to the testimony! Of such speculations,
the Bible is full. There man is a helpless worm, and salvation, from
first to last, is of the Lord. God's will, and not man's, is the law of the
universe. If we are to maintain the Gospel,-if we are to hold fast
grace,-if we are to preserve Jehovah's honour,-we must grasp these
truths with no feeble hand. For if there be no such a Being as a
Supreme pre-determining Jehovah, then the universe will soon be
chaos; and if there be no such a thing as free electing love, every
minister of Christ may close his lips, and every sinner upon earth sit
down in mute despair.-Kelso, 1844. (From" Watching and Waiting,"
August, 1933.)
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THE TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY.
(FROM The Quarterly Record FOR OCTOBER.)
" For such a time as this."-EsTHER iv. 14.
AT the historic meeting in Exeter Hall at which our Society was founded
in 1831, the Fourth Resolution contained the following words: "That
this Meeting desire to record their deep conviction, that in these awful
times it becomes the imperative duty of all true Christians publicly
to unite in contending for the Faith once delivered to the Saintssteadfastly to maintain:' inviolate the purity of the sacred text of
Holy Writ-and zealously to promote the circulation of the Inspired
Volume amongst all nations. . . ." We wonder what our godly
predecessors would have said regarding the present days of apostasy
.and attacks upon the Word of God! They were, in their own times,
:alive to the eternal realities, and, referring to the formation of our
Society, The English Ohurchman for August 24th last remarks: "The
Society was formed in 1831, another proof that the Christianity of
England was not at ,that time at such a low ebb as the Tractarians
would have us believe." And the continued existence of our own,
and other God-honouring Societies, isa demonstration that He has
His witnesses who, year after year, by His grace, " earnestly contend
for the faith which was once delivered to the saints."
In the closing verses of Esther iv., from which the above text is
taken, we read how Mordecai reminded Esther that her advancement
to her position of dignity was by the providence of God, that she
might be His instrument in saving His people from destruction.
And we may well remember that in His dealings with His people He
appoints our time and place in the same providential way.
" These awful times!" What a call to us to " earnestly contend
for the faith." God has privileged us to be here for Him at " such
a time as this" and in "entire dependence upon the blessing of
Jehovah, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost" to go forward
in our" work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope."
It may still be said that the Society stands firm upon the old
foundation, and, just as its Founders, together with their witness
against Popery and Socinianism, raised their protest against what
was then termed "Neology," so we, in our day and generation,
raise ours against its present-day manifestation, Mode,rnism. Not
only so, but we desire to make it clear that, as we so often remind our
friends, we do not desire the co-operation of Modernists in any way.
It happens, not infrequently, that a Modernist speaker will accommodate' his message to his audience in such a way as to, carefully
conceal his Modernism; but the Modernist is not invited on to the
platforms of the Trinitarian Bible Society. So to do would be, in no
small degree, to imperil the continued existence of the Society on its
Scriptural basis; and, a still graver matter, to do dishon.our to Him,
a sincere desire to honour Whom impelled the Founders of the Society
to separate themselves from the older Society.
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THE TIMES AND THE GROUP MOVEMENT.
IN a leading article of September 27th last, The Times discusses the
Group Movement. The article begins by saying, "The London
campaign of the Group Movement founded by Dr. F. N. D. Buchman
was heralded yesterday by a meeting at the Mansion House over which
the LORD MAYOR presided. As the correspondence in this journal
shows, Group methods are warmly approved by some, and equally
denounced by others, and there must be many Christians not a little
perplexed by this new phenomenon in their midst. Certainly the
triviality of the experiences shared at yesterday's meeting, the vagueness of the speakers about the new vision they claimed to have received,
the refusal to meet criticisms offered in a helpful spirit, are not likely
to convince the historic Christian bodies that they have much to learn
from Dr. Buchman's methods. Surely the world has not had to wait
for Dr. Buchman to find a cure for boredom 1 . . . Surely, despite
Professor Grensted, the claims of the Group are not above discussion 1
. . . And how could evil fail to arise in a movement two of whose
chief principles are' sharing and guidance' 1 It would be astonishing
if that hawking round of past sins which goes under the name of
sharing should not frequently produce spiritual pride in the sharer
and besmirch the minds of those with whom they are shared. It
would be incredible if the bulk of the ' guidance' received in ' quiet
times' should not consist of submerged thoughts and desires. Most
of what is put forward as guidance received in these periods of relaxed
attention, is so trivial that it would be impious to ascribe it to the
promptings of God."
In another part of The Times' leader the writer says: "That good
has followed in its wake is undeniable. . . . But a recognition of the
good done must not be allowed to obscure the evil mixed with it."
We think our readers will like to see these criticisms of the Group
Movement which occurs in the leading English journal.
THE GROUP MOVEMENT IN AMERICA.
From the Bible Witness for September-October, we learn that at the
sixteenth Annual Convention of the World's Christian Fundamentals
Association, held in Chicago, the Oxford Group Movement was dealt
with in the following terms :" The Convention recognizes with sorrow the increasing prevalence
of false religious cults and movements, and especially that known as
the Oxford Group Movement, or First Century Fellowship, or Buchmanism. The Convention believes that this Movement, while calling
itself Christian, and while including in its adherents some who are
undoubtedly Christians, nevertheless is a subtle and dangerous denial
of the evangelical Christian faith, in which Modernists are as welcome
. as Fundamentalists, and varying shades of belief or unbelief unite on
common and unscriptural ground. The Convention believes that the
Movement substitutes human and natural psychological laws for the
33
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supernatural working of the Holy Spirit and the new birth, and that
it puts experience ahead of doctrine, denying the necessity of true
belief as essential to Christian life. The Convention therefore urges
all true believers to recognize the unscriptural character of this Group
Movement, and to refrain from having fellowship with it."

ON A BELIEVER'S FRAMES.
By
DEAR

,.

THE REV. JOHN NEWTON, RECTOR OF ST. MARY WOOLNOTH,
LONDON, 1780-1807.

SIR,

You ask me, in your letter, What should one do when one finds
one's self always still, quiet, and stupid, except in the pulpit; is made
useful there, but cannot get either comfort or sorrow out of it, or but
very rarely? You describe a case which my own experience has made
very familiar to me:· I shall take the occasion to offer you a few miscellaneous thoughts upon the subject of a believer's frames. And
I send them to you, not by the post, but from the press; because
I apprehend the exercise you speak of is not peculiar to you or to me,
but is, in a greater or less degree, the burden of all who are spiritually
minded, and duly attentive to what passes in their own hearts, whether
they are in the ministry or not.
As you intimate that you are, in the main, favoured with liberty
and usefulness in the pulpit, give me leave to ask you, What you would
do if you did not find yourself occasionally poor, insufficient, and, as
you express it, stupid at other times? Are you aware of what might
be the possible, the probable, the almost certain consequences, if you
always found your spirit enlarged, and your frames lively and comfortable ? Would you not be in great danger of being puffed up with
spiritual pride? Would you not be less sensible of your absolute
dependence upon the power of Christ, and of your continual need of
his blood, pardon, and intercession? Would you not be quite at a
loss to speak suitably and feelingly to the case of many gracious souls,
who are groaning under those effects of a depraved nature, from
which, upon that supposition, you would be exempted? How could
you speak properly upon the deceitfulness of the heart, if you did not
feel the deceitfulness of your own, or adapt yourself to the changing
experiences through which your hearers pass, if you yourself were
always alike, or nearly so? Or how could you speak pertinently of
the inward warfare, the contrary principles of flesh and spirit fighting
one against another, if your own spiritual desires were always vigorous
and successful, and met with little opposition or control?
The Apostle Paul, though favoured with a singular eminency in
grace, felt at times that he had no sufficiency in himself so much as
to think a good thought; and he saw there was a danger of his being
exalted above measure, if the Lord had not wisely and graciously
tempered his dispensations to prevent it. By" being exalted above
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measure," perhaps there may be a reference, not only to his spirit, lest
he should think more highly of himself than he ought, but likewise
to his preaching, lest, not having the same causes of complaint and
humiliation in common with others, he should shoot over the heads of
his hearers, confine himself chiefly to speak of such comforts and
privileges as he himself enjoyed, and have little to say for the refreshment of those who were discouraged and cast down by a continual
conflict with indwelling sin. The angel who appeared to Cornelius did
not preach the Gospel to him, but directed him to send for Peter:
for though the glory and grace of the Saviour seems a fitter subject
for an angel's powers than for the poor stammering tongues of sinful
men, yet an angel could not preach experimentally, nor describe the
warfare between grace and sin from his own feelings. And if we
could suppose a minister as full of comforts and as free from failings as
an angel, though he would be a good and happy man, I cannot
conceive that he would be a good and useful preacher; for he would
not know how to sympathize with the weak and afilicted of the flock,
or to comfort them under their difficulties with the consolations
wherewith he himself, in similar circumstances, had been comforted of
God. It belongs to your calling of God as a minister, that you should
have a taste of the various spiritual trials which are incident to the
Lord's people, that thereby you may possess the tongue of the learned,
and know how to speak a word in season to them that are weary;
and it is likewise needful to keep you perpetually attentive to that
important admonition, "Without Me ye can do nothing."
This much, considering you as a minister. But we may extend the
subject, so as to make it applicable to believers in general. I would
observe, therefore, that it is a sign of a sad declension, if one, who
has" tasted that the Lord is gracious," should be capable of being
fully satisfied with anything short of the light of His countenance,
which is better than life. A resting in notions of Gospel-truth, or in
the recollection of past comforts, without a continual thirst for fresh
communications from the fountain of life, is, I am afraid, the canker
which eats away the beauty and fruitfulness of many professors in the
present day; and which, if it does not prove them to be absolutely
dead, is at least a sufficient evidence that they are lamentably. sick.
But if we are conscious of the desire, if we seek it carefully in the use
of all appointed means, if we willingly allow ourselves in nothing which
has a known tendency to grieve the Spirit of God, and to damp our
sense of Divine things; then, if the Lord is pleased to keep us short
of those comforts which He has taught us to prize, and, instead of
lively sensations of joy and praise, we feel a langour and deadness of
spirit, provided we do indeed feel it, and are humbled for it, we have
no need to give way to despondency or excessive sorrow; still the
foundation of our hope, and the ground of our abiding joys, is the same; /
and the heart may be as really alive to God and grace, as truly in exer/- /
cise, when we walk in comparative darkness and see little light,;as
when the frame of our spirits is more comfortable. Neither the rl)Rlity
i
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nor the measure of grace can be properly estimated by the degree of
our sensible comforts. The great question is, How are we practically
.influenced by the Word of God, as the ground of our hope, and as the
governing rule of our tempers and conversation ~ The apostle exhorts
believers to rejoice in the Lord always. He well knew that they were
exposed to trials and temptations, and to much trouble, from an evil
heart of unbelief; and he prevents the objections we might be ready
to make, by adding, " And again, I say, Rejoice." As if he had said,
I speak upon mature consideration: I call upon you to rejoice, not at
some times only, but at all times; not only when upon the mount, but
when in the valley; not only when you conquer, but while you are
fighting; not only when the Lord shines upon you, but when He seems
to hide His face. When He enables you to do all things, you are no
better in yourselves than you were before; and when you feel you can
do nothing, you are no worse. Your experiences will vary: but His
love and promises are always unchangeable. Though our desires of
comfort, and what we call lively frames, cannot be too importunate,
while they are regulated by a due submission to His will, yet they may
be inordinate for want of such submission. Sinful principles may, and
too often do, mix with and defile our best desires. I have often detected the two vile abominations, Self-will and Self-righteousness,
insinuating themselves into this concern: .like Satan, who works by
them, they can occasionally assume the appearlj.nce of an angel of
light. I have felt an impatience in my spirit, 'utterly unsuitable to
my state as a sinner and a beggar, and to my profession of yielding
myself and all my concerns to the LoM's disposal. He has mercifully
convinced me that I labour under a complication of disorders, summed
up in the word sin; He has graciously revealed Himself to me as the
infallible Physician; and has enabled me, as such, to commit myself
to Him, and to expect my cure from His hand alone. Yet how often,
instead of thankfully accepting His prescriptions, have I foolishly and
presumptuously ventured to prescribe to Him, and to point out how
I would have Him deal with me! How often have I thought something was necessary which he saw best to deny, and that I could have
done better without those dispensations which His wisdom appointed
to work for my good ~ He is God, and not man, or else He would have
been weary of me, and left me to my own management long ago. How
inconsistent! to acknowledge that I am blind, to entreat Him to
. lead me, and yet to want to choose my own way, in the same
breath ~
I have limited the Holy One of Israel, and not considered that
He magnifies His wisdom and grace in working by contraries, and
bringing good out of seeming evil. It has cost me something to
bring me to confess that He is wiser than I; but I trust, through
His blessing, I have not suffered wholly in vain. My sensible comforts have not been great; the proofs I have had of the evils of my
sinful nature, my incapacity and aversion to good, have neither
been few nor small; but by these unpromising means I hope He has
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made His grace and salvation precious to my soul, and in some measure
weaned me from leaning to my own understanding.
Again. Self-righteousness has had a considerable hand in dictating
many of my desires for an increase of comfort and spiritual strength.
I have wanted some stock of my own. I have been wearied of being
80 perpetually beholden to Him, and necessitated to come to him always
in the same strain, as a poor miserable sinner. I could have liked to
have done something for myself in common, and to have depended
upon Him chiefly upon extraordinary occasions. I have found,
indeed, that I could do nothing without His assistance, nor anything even with it, but what I have reason to be ashamed of. If
this had only humbled me, and led me to rejoice in His all-sufficiency,
it would have been well. But it has often had a different effect, to
make me sullen, angry, and discontented; as if it was not best and
most desirable that He should have all the glory of His own work, and
I should have nothing to boast of, but that in the Lord I have righteousness and strength. I am now learning to glory only in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me; to be content to be nothing, that He may be All in All. But I find this a hard lesson: and
when I seem to have made some proficiency, a slight turn in my spirit
throws me back, and I have to begin all again.
There is an inseparable connection between causes and effects. There
can be no effect without a cause, no active cause without a proportionable effect. Now,inawelling sin is an active cause; and therefore,
while it remains in our nature, it will produce effects according to its
strength. Why, then, should I be,surprised, that if the Lord suspends
His influence for a moment, in that moment sin will discover itself 1
Why should I wonder that I can feel no lively exercise of grace, no
power to raise my heart to God, any farther than He is pleased to work
in me mightily; any more than wonder that I do not find fire in the
bottom of a well, or that it should not be day when the sun is withdrawn from the earth 1 Humbled I ought to be, to find I am so totally
depraved; but not discouraged, since Jesus is appointed to me of
God, "wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption"; and
since I find that, in the midst of all this darkness and deadness, He
keeps alive the principle of grace which He has implanted in my heart.
As to Mr. Rutherford's expression, which you mention, that" there
is no temptation like being without temptation," I allow it in a qualified
sense; that is, it is better of the two to suffer from Satan's fiery darts,
than to be lulled asleep, and drawn into a careless security, by his more
subtle, though less perceptible devices, so as to grow indifferent to the
means of grace, and sink into a worldly spirit; or, like the church of
Laodicea, to imagine ourselves rich, and increased in goods, and that
we have need of nothing. But I am persuaded this is not your case;
the deadness you complain of, and which is a burden you groan under,
is a very different thing. And I advise you to be cautious how you
indulge a desire to be exercised with Satan's temptations, as supposing
they would be conducive to make you more spiritual, or would of course
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open you a way to greater consolations. If you have such a desire,
I may say to you, in our Lord's words, "You know not what you ask."
He Who knows our weakness, and the power of our adversary, has
graoiously directed us to pray, " that we enter not into temptation."
Have you considered what the enemy can do, if he is permitted to
come in like a flood 1 In one hour he could raise suoh a storm, as
would put you to your wit's end. He could bring suoh a dark cloud
over your mind, as would blot out all remembrance of your past comforts; or, at least, prevent you from deriving the least support from
them. He could not only fight against your peace, but shake the very
foundations of your hope, and bring you to question, not only your
interest in the promises, but even to doubt of the most important and
fundamental truths upon which your hopes have been built. Be
thankful, therefore, if the. Lord restrains his malice. A young sailor
is often impatient of a short calm; but the experienced mariner, who
has been often tossed with tempests, and upon the point of perishing,
will seldom wish for a storm. In a word, let us patiently wait upon
the Lord, and be content to follow as He leads, and He will surely
do us good.
I am, &c.

I

THE LATE BISHOP MOULE AND THE SCRIPTURES.
THE Bible League Quarterly prints an excellent paper in its JulySeptember issue, from a paper read by the late Bishop Moule, in 1892,
when he was Principal of Ridley Hall, Cambridge. We cull some
extracts as follows :" Not to speak in general terms, my experience, during some eleven
years of work as an examining Chaplain, makes me unhappy in this
direction. I trace a tendency, I think a distinctly growing one, in
the answers of candidates for Holy Orders to questions on Scripture,
to talk loosely, I might say to talk coolly, about the Divine Book.
Not long ago I gathered some flowers of this kind, not sweet to smell :
, Matthew's quotations are rather far-fetched; Paul's argument here
is a little mixed.' And my impressions as an examiner for the
Theological Tripos, a few years back, was often of the same kind. . . .
" I may mention a grave fact, of which I have certain knowledge.
A year or two ago a large Clerical Society in a Midland town, having
to revise its rules, resolved that for the future the meetings should
not include in their short preliminary service, as heretofore, the reading
of a passage of Scripture. This decision was the direct result of new
views of the character of Scripture held by a large majority of the
members. . . .
. "Minds innumerable are getting accustomed, not merely by the
contents, but by the tone 6f the information they receive, in book
or discourse, to discredit the unique, the supernatural, the absolutely
authoritative, the Divine (in any sense worth the word), in the' Divine
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Scriptures.' They are getting accustomed to read simply as those
who judge, not as those who believe. And one sorrowful, but inevitable, result, of this, I am sure, is that they are getting to judge as
those who do not read, but neglect, the Book they judge. It is a
natural result of a naturalistic view of the Holy Scriptures that reading
about them shall more and more take the place of reading them. . . .
"What is the danger of such a study as practically ignores the
possibility of direct revelation, which almost smiles at what it calls
, heaven-descended theology'? Of the study which gives the benefit
(If its doubt consistently against the supernatural, whether of word
Qr work?
Which comes in too many cases to regard the Book scarcely
as an oracle at all? It is that it lands the student in a fundamentally
different attitude towards holy Scripture from that of our Lord Jesus
Christ Himself. No speculation (whether reverently meant, as sometimes, or incredibly light-hearted, as sometimes also) about the mysteri(lUS and awfully merciful self-humiliation of the Son of God will ever,
to a truly Christian soul, make it a light thing to discover that while
for his Redeemer it was everything to say, ' It is written,' he has got
accustomed to think it rather narrow. For Him Whom we adore,
and Who is our one Hope and Life, our Light, to which everything
else is cloud, the Scriptures of the Prophets were inexpressibly sacred,
solid, authoritative. This was no mere accident of His teaching; it
was of its heart and life. His expression of this certainty, as His
ministry opened with it, developed towards its close into intense and
thrilling fulness: 'How then shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus
it must be?' And when He returned from the unseen, in the power
of a life indissoluble, He devoted half the day of His resurrection to
an exposition of the Old Scriptures in the sense of a divine oracle
full of Himself. He ascended, and the Paraclete descended, proceeding
from Him and sent by Him; and this eternal' Vicar of Christ,' at
and after Pentecost, took the identically same line about Scripture in
His utterances in the Church. What wonder that in after generations
()f the early days there is nothing in which Father more truly , consents unanimously' with Father than the Divineness and uniqueness
of the Holy Scriptures?
"But here I close. My drift will be apparent. I hold that we
are in great risk, for want of a reverent caution and submission in
much current teaching within the Christian Church, of arriving at,
a common opinion about the Holy Scriptures different at its root
from the attitude towards them of our Divine Prophet and King.
And I pray Him, and we all pray Him, so to rule hearts and minds
as to preserve, or to recover, the harmony of the thought of all
Christians with His teaching, in faith, in love, and in the hope of His
coming glory."
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"FAITH keeps people who have it from making haste.
believeth shall not make haste.' "-J. K. Popham.
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TWO LONGING HEARTS SATISFIED.
How true it is that "He satisfieth the longing soul"! It is most
interesting to read in St. John i. 35-42 how it c~me about that the
hearts of two earnest inquirers were satisfied. These two men were
already disciples of John the Baptist, and had heard from him wonderful truths concerning One Whom he had baptized. As they listened.
their hearts were much stirred, and one day things came to a climax.
John was standing with these two disciples when the Lord Jesus
passed by, " and looking upon Jesus as He walked, he saith, Behold
the ·Lamb of God!" On hearing these remarkable words, the two
disciples immediately followed Jesus. He knew the longings of their
hearts, and He knows now when any are truly seeking Him. He at
once turned and saw them and asked them for what they were looking.
They did not give a direct answer to His kind question, but asked
Him-" Rabbi, where dwellest Thou," or where are you staying?
Oh! the gracious reply, which ever greets the seeking soul-" Come
and see!" They needed no further invitation, but at once went with
Him, and had the immense privilege of an interview with Him, lasting
probably for about two hours. One can imagine how eagerly they
told Him all that was puzzling their minds, and how lovingly and
graciously the Lord taught them, revealing to them enough to settle
all doubts, and to satisfy perfectly their longing hearts.
Only the name of one of the two disciples is recorded-Andrew, but
there is little or no doubt as to the name of the other, who is thought
to have been the writer of the story-John, the apostle, who wrote not
only the Gospel which bears his name, but also three Epistles. His
writings all manifest how he loved his Saviour with the deepest devotion, and served Him with his whole heart. You will have noticed,
I expect, that he never calls himself by his name, but uses such expressions as the following: "that disciple," "another disciple," "one
of His disciples, whom Jesus loved," and" he then lying on Jesus'
breast." He tells very little about himself in the Gospel. He was
present at the last Passover Supper, and evidently Peter thought it
was best that he should ask the awful question as to which of the
disciples should betray the Lord Jesus Christ. He was standing near
the cross when the Lord was crucified, and it was to his loving care
that the Lord committed Mary His mother. He also went with Peter
to the empty tomb on the Resurrection morning. You will remember,
too, that he was the first to discover that it was the Lord Who after
His resurrection stood on the shore to welcome His disciples after He
had produced for them the miraculous draught of fishes.
Andrew was the one whose name is mentioned as responding to the
loving invitation of the Lord to" come and see." He was so full of his
new found joy that he at once went to his own brother Simon to pour
out his glad tidings. How certainly he speaks, saying, "We have
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found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ"! No
wonder we read next, "And he brought him to Jesus." What an
example to all believers!
Later on in the Gospel story we read of him as the disciple who told
Jesus of the five loaves and two fishes. He was evidently kind and
obliging. It was to Andrew that Philip went to tell about the Greeks
who desired to see Jesus, and the two went together to tell the Master.
What joy it would give them to take such a message, and what joy it
gives the Christian worker now if he finds anyone longing "to see
Jesus" !
It is lovely to realize that all who truly seek for an interview with
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, will find that He still dispels
all doubts, and satisfies the longing soul.
E. A. H.

REGENERATION.
" FOR anyone, therefore, to say that although a man'truly believes
the record God has given of His Son, yet that he is not a Christian,
unless he belongs to some particular Church organization, unless he
is baptized with water, unless he comes to the Lord's table, contradicts not the general teaching of the Bible only, but the fundamental
principle of the Gospel method of salvation. Even Gabriel would
not dare to shut the gates of Paradise on the thief converted on the
cross, because he had not been baptized. Faith and repentance,
according to the Scriptures, are the fruits of regeneration. He who
exercises repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ
is in a state of salvation before baptism and therefore in a state of
regeneration. Regeneration consequently. precedes baptism, and
cannot be its effect, according to the ordinance of God."-Dr. O.
Badge's" Systematic Theology," vol. Ill, p. 601.
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THE LATE MR. W. H. HEWITT, OF BRISTOL.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
It may be you will have heard from others that another lover of
the Gospel Magazine has heard the heavenly call, Mr. W. H. Hewitt
(brother-in-law of the late Rev. Trevor Fielder). He has been a
reader of the Magazine for a number of years, and himself loving the
saving truths of the Gospel for which it unswervingly stands and which
it so ably sets forth. He was always anxious that others might share
with him the enjoyment of those truths. He subscribed for several
copies of the Magazine. Through his means also it is now placed,
by the kind .permission of the City Librarian, in one of our public
libraries-word of this he received on his dying bed. "Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them."
Mr.. Hewitt joined St. Mary-le-Port congregation, Bristol, during the
latter years of my father's ministry, when changes which he would
not tolerate, far less approve, were made in the church where he had
been accustomed to worship, and where he had sung in the (unsurpliced) choir. He had a fine voice and loved music, but this did not
lead him astray. His heart's desire was to worship the Lord in spirit
and in truth, and he found (by God's mercy continued throughout the
succeeding years of Mr. Day's ministry) a simple, Scriptural, spiritual
worship at St. Mary-le-Port, and the faithful proclamation of the
Gospel of God's free and sovereign grace which suited well the needs
of his soul. To the Clif'ton Conference too he came, meeting' there
after many years a friend of early days, Mrs. Henry Martin, now also
with the Lord. His place was very rarely empty at any of the services,
Sabbath or week-day, when at home; and when his physical powers
failed he persevered beyond what .seemed to his friends possible,
walking no mean distance. He became a sidesman of the Church,
and was on its Trusts, and very punctual in the discharge of duties
willingly undertaken, using his abilities in the Master's service, which
he found perfect freedom. He was a staunch and uncompromising
Protestant. For many years, and up to the time of his death, he was
Honorary Treasurer here of the Protestant Reformation Society.
He was also collector locally of its funds, usually considered a harder
and more exacting office still. This necessitated calls over a very
wide area, and he used these opportunities for fellowship in the Gospel,
and for the strengthening and furthering of Protestant convictions
and principles, and friends who knew him thus, with many others,
are to-day mourning with true sorrow his loss, while rejoicing for him
in his great ,gain. He had a most humble spirit with a true, beautiful
child-like faith. He longed with a deep longing for his Heavenly
Father's house, and it was for patience to await His time, and for all
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that He might in His loving wisdom see fit to call upon him to bear,
that he was earnestly crying the last time I had the privilege of seeing
him here on earth. We sang last Lord's-day evening in the Church,
where it seemed but a short time ago he had been in our midst, the
words :"My Father's House on high,
Home of my soul! how near
At times, to faith's foreseeing eye,
Thy golden gates appear I
Ah I then my spirit faints
To reach the land I love"and they seemed so well to express that which had been his experience.
And now he is abundantly satisfied, made exceeding glad with the
countenance of Him Whose precious blood shed for him, had been his
only and all-sufficient trust.
" The Lamb is all the glory
Of Immanucl's Land."
His only daughter and last surviving sister will have the sympathy
and prayers of those especially who know something of the sorrowful
depths of such bereavement.
Yours very sincerely,
Bristol.
L. ORMISTON.
September 26th, 1933.
(We are glad to have this beautiful testimony to one of our now
glorified readers. Our warm and tender sympathy goes out' to his
sorrowing relatives.-EDITOR.)

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZli,E.
DEAR FRIEND,-A missionary to sailors writes: "We are grateful
for the nice parcel of books you have once again sent us. We gave
some out after our Sunday service, and a Baptist Minister who was
speaking for us took one up afterwards and remarked, ' What a splendid
book; wherever did you get it ?' I gave to one of our boatmen who
runs a Band of Hope some of your little books, as I heard he would be
glad to have them. I am afraid there is little hunger for righteousness
in these days, but we believe in sowing besides all waters in all seasons,
and please God the written Word may find place in some hearts.
Thanking you for your kind interest." A friend in sending some help
for the mission funds wrote last month: "This seems a special occasion·
both as to the special trials you have experienced this year, and a~ to
this being the last month of the sixtieth year of the mission work.
Now the fifty-years' jubilee was to be a time of release and rejoicing,
and I hope you may prove the end of this sixtieth year to be the same.
May He supply your wants and, grant you His presence. These are
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dry days in more ways than one. There is a famine, not of the printed
Word but of the power of the Word which He alone can alleviate."
We have now commenced the sixty-first year of the book-mission work.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firjield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol4, Ootober, 1933.
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THE HOLY SHROUD.
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EXHIBITION AT TURIN CATHEDRAL.

From Our Own Correspondent.
"MILAN, Sept. 24th.
" THE Santissima Sindone, or Holy Shroud, which is held to be the
linen cloth in which the body of Christ was wrapped when taken
from the Cross, was exhibited in Turin Cathedral this afternoon with
the traditional impressive ritual.
" The relic was last exposed, after an interval of thirty-three years,
in 1931, on the occasion of the wedding of the Prince of Piedmont.
This year the King, as the head of the House of Savoy, in whose
keeping the Holy Shroud has been for nearly five centuries, allowed
the relic to be shown to honour the Holy Year.
" A number of royal Princes and Princesses, twenty-eight Bishops,
and a large gathering of civil and military authorities were present
when the Prince of Piedmont offered the keys of the case containing
the shroud to Cardinal Fossati, Archbishop of Turin. The Cardinal
in turn handed them to the keeper of the relic, who opened the case
lying above the central altar of the royal chapel and removed the urn
in which the relic is preserved. The Cardinal drew out the shroud,
and, followed by five Bishops appointed to bear the relic during the
procession through the Cathedral, he placed it on a damask covered
table in front of 'the High Altar. He then unfolded the relic and
kissed it, as did the Bishops and the Prince of Piedmont.
" A Te Deum having been sung, the Holy Shroud was taken in
procession to the steps of the Cathedral, in front of which a huge crowd
had assembled. The relic was held on high for the adoration of the
faithful. Finally, the Holy Shroud was placed on the High Altar,
where it will remain on view daily between the hours of 4 a.m. and
10 p.m. from to-morrow until Oct. 15th."
-" The Times," Sept. 25th.
The above is an illustration of the superstition and idolatry of the
Church of Rome. "The relic," we read, "was held on high for the
adoration of the faithful."
Dr. C. Hodge says of relics: "What pass for relics, in the great
majority of cases, are spurious. There is no end to the deceptions
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practised on the people in this regard. There are, it is said, enough
fragments of the cross exhibited in different sanctuaries to build a
large ship; and there are innumerable nails which are reverenced as
the instruments of our Lord's torture. Bones, not only of ordinary
men, but even of brutes, are set before the people as relics of the
saints. In one of the Cathedrals of Spain there is a magnificent
ostrich feather preserved in a gorgeous casket, which the priests
affirm fell from the wing of the angel GabrieJ. Romanists themselves
are obliged to resort to the doctrine of 'economics' or pious fraud,
to justify these palpable impositions on the credulity of the people.
Of such impositions the most flagrant example is the blood of St.
Januarius, which is annually liquefied in Naples. Ascribing miraculous powers to these pretended relics, as Romanists do, is to the last
degree superstitious and degrading."-(Systematic Theology, vol. Ill,
pp. 302-303.)
The Twenty-second Article of the Church of England speaks of
"The Romish doctrine concerning . . . worshipping and adoration,
as well of Images as of Reliques, and also invocation of saints" as
" a fond thing vainly invented, and grounded upon no warranty of
Scripture, but rather repugnant to the Word of God."
,
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JOHN KEBLE. *
SHOULD WE HONOUR HIS MEMORY?
FACTS ABOUT KEBLE .
1. KEBLE and Pusey re-introduced the Confessional into the Church
of England.
2. Keble was Pusey's Father Confessor.
3. Keble tried to induce his parishioners at Hursley to go to confession. Happily, he failed.
4. Keble taught that our Lord Jesus Christ is in the bread and wine
after consecration and should be adored therein. He called this
practice "Eucharistic adoration." The Church of England -c~lls it
" idolatry to be abhorred of all faithful Christians."
5. Keble approved Newman's notorious Tract 90 on the Thirty-nine
Articles, which taught the clergy how they might deceitfully assent
to the Articles whilst believing the unscriptural errors of Rome.
6. Keble edited with approval Hurrell Froude's "Remains" in
which Froude said, " I hate the Reformers more and more day by day."
7. Keble taught the root-error of Apostolical Succession, that is,
that Bishops consecrated by Bishops, and clergy ordained by Bishops
are indispensable to the true Church of Christ, thereby unchufching
all Protestant Dissenters. Of them he says, "By separating themselves from our Communion they separate themselves from the only
*The above can be obtained from the CHUROH ASSOCIATION, 13 and 14,
Buckingham Street, London, W.C.2, at the price of 6d. per dozen or 3/. per 100.
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Church in this Realm which has a right to be quite sure that she has
the Lord's Body to give to His People."
The Church Times says that Anglo-Catholics are offering their
thanks to God because " Pusey and Keble fought for the Eucharistic
Sacrifice and Eucharistic adoration, for the recovery of the habit of
Sacramental Confession, for the restoration in the Church of England
of monks and nuns."
8. Keble exalted" the later Fathers" and depreciated the Reformers.
9. Keble advocated the celibacy of the clergy and monastic vows.
10. Keble condemned the Reformers, 'Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer,
Hooper, Tyndale, and the other martyrs of the sixteenth century,
although they purged the Church of England of Rome's false teaching
on Apostolical Succession, the Sacraments and Forgiveness of Sins.
11. Keble set. up "tradition," the sayings of men, on an equality
with the Bible, which is the sole rule of Faith in the Church of England.
He made the Word of God of none effect by tradition (St. Mark vii. 13).
12. He denied the true Scriptural doctrine of justification by faith
only in the Sacrifice 6f Christ finished upon the Cross and in His perfect
righteousness.
Wi\l' you follow the Romish teaching of Keble, Pusey and Newman,
the leaders of the Oxford Movement, or the Scriptural teaching of the
Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England?
" Remove not the ancient landmark which thy fathers have set."Proverbs xxii. 28.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE winter months make the needs of the 1080 pensioners of this
Society more keenly felt, and the Committee hope for the continued
and increased help of the friends of the Lord's aged poor. There are
Benevolent Funds connected with our Homes to help those who are
sick and infirm, and contributions to these funds will be welcomed.
Miss Pedley kindly placed the Garden at her home, Trafalgar,
Frinton-on-Sea, at the disposal of the Society for a meeting on Aug.
23rd. S. Hoult, Esq., presided, and gave some interesting details
of visits to pensioners, and the Secretary spoke of benefits received
and bestowed. The Rev. W. Joynes and Mr. G. Southgate also took
part in the Meeting.
The friends connected with Scaynes Hill Chapel; over which Mr. D.
H. Walter is pastor, organized their first Sale of Work on behalf of the
Society on Aug. 30th, with most encouraging results. In the evening
Mr. Tingley preached in the Chapel to a large congregation. Meetingson behalf of the Society will be held, D.V., as follows: Nov. 2nd, a
Service in the evening at Zoar Chapel, Hounslow; on the 8th the
Sale of Work and Meeting at the Tabernacle, Hastings; the Annual
Meeting of the Leicester Auxiliary in the Edward Wood Hall, afternoon
and evening of the 13th.
.
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LAWRIE'S GUEST. By G. M. Caledon. Pp. 254. Price 2s. 6d.
(John Ritchie, Ltd., Kilmarnock.)
There is much in this story which would prevent us froin presenting
the book to young people. The account of La,wrie being associated
with the subterfuges of 'detectiyes, and the appalling account of his
mother's accident and loss of memory do not appeal to us as a healthy
form of reading. In addition the volume is largely written to glorify
the Salvation Army.
On p. 225 it is suggested that Christ's payment of the debt of punishment in the sinner's stead is similar to a friend sending a cheque to
pay a debtor's debt. The cheque to be of use to th~ debtor must be
accepted, signed by him, and presented to the Bank. Failing to do
these three things the debtor has to go to prison for his debt. According
to this Christ has not actually paid the debt at all. He only offers to
do so by making out a cheque.
If the sinner signs and presents the cheque, his debt will be paid.
If he fails to do so, the money represented by the cheque still remains
in the Bank to the credit of him who made it out. This we believe to
be a travesty of the Bible doctrine of the atonement.
Christ, we believe, actually redeemed all His elect people from the
curse of the law, and by the operations of His Spirit He certainly
secures that they shall all repent of sin and trust savingly in His merits
(see Acts v. 31; xiii. 48; Ephes. ii. 8; 2 Tim. i. 9).
THE Two MYRTLES. By Laura A. Barter Snow. Pp. 159. Price
Is. 6d. (John Ritchie, Ltd., Kilmarp.ock, Scotland.)
This is a deeply interesting story, beautifully illustrating the text,
" I being in the way, the Lord led me." We are glad to read of one
of the Myrtles that" she never travelled by bus on Sunday." There
are one or two expressions in reference to Christ such as, " Will you
let Him?" "Will you let Him find you? " which we should prefer
to be omitted, but apart from these the book is excellent and hightoned and the narrative is !1 remarkable illustration of the providence
of God. The story is equally suitable for boys and girls, and might.
well be chosen for a Sunday school prize.
DIVINE RELATIONS BEFORE THE INCARNATION. By W. Hoste, RA.
Pp. 45. Price 3d. (John Ritchie, Ltd., Kilmarnock, Scotland.)
The author of this pamphlet belongs to the Brethren. From the
pamphlet itself it is evident that amongst a section of the Brethren
the great doctrine of the eternal Sonship of our Lord Jesus Christ is
being denied. This serious error is ably, and as we believe, scripturally
refuted by Mr. Hoste, and we therefore warmly commend the pamphlet.
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THE LEPER DISEASED AND THE LEPER CLEANSED. By J. C. Philpot,
M.A. Pp. 24. Price 4d.; by post, 4td. (C. J. Farncombe &
Sons, Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, KC.4.)
This pamphlet consists of two sermons by J. C. Philpot, preached at
Eden Street Chapel, London, on August 8th, 1852.
The well-known author and preacher deals very exhaustively with
the teaching of Leviticus on the subject of leprosy. The second'
sermon especially deals with the typical significance of the ceremonial
cleansing of the leper.
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Is THE BIBLE RELIABLE? By'Frederick A. Tatford. Pp. 47. Price
6d. (John Ritchie, Ltd., Kilmarnock, Scotland.)
This is an admirable and ably-written defence of the plenary and
verbal inspiration of the whole Bible. The. author goes thoroughly
into the subject and deals not only with inspiration, but with evolution
and with a large number of the objections to the infallibility of Scripture which are made by thbse who deny its plenary inspiration. We"
regret .that on page 21 he allows that we may possibly explain the days
of creation as periods, or that there is a gap between the first and
second verses of Genesis i. which might allow for millions of years
taking place after the creation of the heaven and the earth. We
"believe that the days of Genesis i. are days of twenty-four hours, and
that the Flood would account for all the formations of which geologists
speak. Apart from this page we think the pamphlet is excellent,
and within a small compass it deals exhaustively and fully with thewhole subject of inspiration. Ministers, Sunday school teachers and
others would find it to be an able def~nce of the infallibility of Scripture.
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HAPPY GREETINGS.
This is the little pocket book for 1934 issued by the Lord's Day
Observance Society. It can be obtained from the office of that Society
for 2td.· post free. The address. is 22, Red Lion Square, London,
W.C.I.
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THE ERRORS OF ROME ANALYZED. By Rev. Thomas Watson, Rector
of St. Stephen's, Walbrook, London (1646-1660). Price 2d.
(Sovereign Grace Union, 31, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus,
London, KC. 4.)
My POCKET COMPANION, 1934. (Protestant Truth Society, " Cranley
House," 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
The pocket companion is now in its nineteenth year of publication.
The price is 2td. post free. Superior editions are published at 7d.,
Is. Id., and 2s. 7d., all post free prices.
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