THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
u OO}Q'()BT YE, OOKPORT YlIl KT PBOPLE, SAITII YOUR GOD."
.. ENDEAVOURING TO DBP THlI UNlTY 01' THlI SPIBlT IN THlI BOND 01' PEAOB."
u JESUS OHBI8'I', TlIE SAKE YESTERDAY, AND TO-DAY, AND POB EVER."

No. 851,

}

NEW SERIES.

NOVEMBER, 1936.
~~e jfamil~

No. 2051.
{ OLD SEBlE8.

lJOttton;

OR, WORD8 OIl' 8pmITUAL OAUTION. OOUNSEL, AND OOMPORT.

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted 01 God."-2 CORINTIIlANS i. t.

FIRESIDE SCENES.
" And the servants and officers stood there, who had made a fire 01
coals,. lor it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and
Peter stood with them, and warmed himsell."-JoHN xviii. 18.

NOVEMBER is one of the months of the year when we are glad to
avail ourselves of a fire of coals. In some cases a gas fire, or an
electric fire, may take the place of a fire of coals burning brightly
in the open grate. Whatever form a fire takes, however, it is
specially welcome in our homes in the cold weather. Members of
the LORD'S family do well to thank GOD often for the warmth of
a fire. They need to thank Him for the courage and bravery of
the miners who bring up from the bowels of the earth the lumps
of coal which, burning in our grates, give to us brightness, warmth,
and good cheer. Many happy hours are spent around the fireside,
and these hours may be very profitable both in a spiritual and
temporal sense.
There are five fireside scenes recorded in that volume which GOD
has given to His family, to be a lamp to their feet, and a light
to their path. Let us prayerfully think of them, and seek that
the records thereof may be spiritually profitable.
1. First there is a fireside scene associated with the despair 01
a true and courageous servant 01 GOD.
Elijah stands out prominently as one of the most courageous of
GOD'S servants. Viewing him on Mount Carmel we might imagine
that he never could know what it is to be timid, fearful, and full
of despair. Viewing him, however, under the juniper tree ke hear
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him requesting that he might die. He was thoroughly down and
hopeless. "It is enough; now, 0 LORD, take away my life; for
I am not better than my fathers."
There is something to cheer us even in this record of Elijah'8
great depression of spirit. We can say, "If such a man as Elijah
got depressed, is it any wonder if we also experience at times
depression of spirit ~" As, however, Elijah "lay and slept under
a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto
him, Arise and eat. And he looked, and, behold there was a cake
baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did
eat and drink, and laid him down again." But" the Angel of the
LORD (i.e., the second Person in the Trinity) came again the second
time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the
journey is too great for thee." He arose and did eat again, and
was so strengthened and revived that" he went in the strength of
that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the Mount of
GOD" (1 Kings xix. 4-8). Art thou depressed ~ Has thy courage
given way ~ Hast thou lost all hope ~ Take comfort from this
touching record of the LORD'S tender sympathy for His despairing
servant. No word of reproof, but a tender touch, and a word of
encouragement to arise and eat. Behold, too, the provision made
for the LORD'S downcast servant. A fire, a cake, and a cruse of
water. Who made that fire, and Who provided that cake, and
Who again touched His servant and said, " Arise and eat; because
the journey is too great for thee " ~
Here, dear children of GOD, is Divine and tender compassion.
Here is power to provide for His people's wants. Here is the sympathy that knoweth our frame and remembereth that we are dust.
2. Secondly, there is a fireside scene associated with rebellion and
unbelie/.
"Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and
there was a fire on the hearth burning be/ore him. And it came to pass
that when Jehudi read three or four leaves, he (the king) cut it
with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth,
until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth.
Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king,
nor any of his servants that heard all these words" (Jer. xxxvi.
22-24).
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The roll that was burnt contained nothing but the inspired
word of GOD. Its contents foretold the judgments that GOD was
about to bring upon the nation for its sins. The words of GOD
were all read out in the ears of the king and of all his princes, but
the king rebelled against the Divine Author of the words, disbelieved His threatenings, and burnt the paper on which they
were written. But he could not burn the Divine purposes, nor
nullify the Divinely threatened judgments, nor could he destroy
the Divine memory. The roll was written again, "and there were
added besides unto them many like words" (Jer. xxxvi. 32).
National sins will bring national judgements, and rebellion and
unbelief cannot frustrate the Divine purposes.
3. There is a fireside scene associated with the tall 0/ a believer.
" A fire of coals" had been made, "and Peter stood . . . and
warmed himself." While doing so he denied that he was one of
CHRIST'S disciples. Three times he denied his LORD, and once his
denial was accompanied with cursing and swearing. (See John
xviii. 18, 25; Mark xiv. 67.) What an awful fall for a devoted
and real apostle of Our LORD JESUS CHRIST! At that fire of coals
there were gathered many who had no love for CHRIST. Peter was
in the midst of a crowd who were not numbered amongst CHRIST'S
followers, and he had not the courage to identify himself with the
Man of Sorrows, the despised and rejected SON OF GOD. Selfconfidence and failure to watch and pray were at the bottom of
his terrible fall. Mercifully the LORD had prayed for him, that
his faith should not utterly fail, and when "the LORD turned and
looked upon Peter," "Peter went out, and wept bitterly" (Luke
xxii. 61, 62). They were tears of real repentance, but how needful
for the LORD'S people to-day to take warning by Peter's terrible
fall. We are not exempt from spiritual danger at our own fireside.
We are always in peril, and unless Divine grace upholds us we, too,
are capable of a terrible fall. "Let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. x. 12).
4. Fourthly, there is a fireside scene associated with one 0/ our
LORD'S resurrection appearances.
Seven of our LORD'S disciples (including Peter) went fishing one
night in the Sea of Galilee. They caught nothing, but in the
morning JESUS stood on the shore, and under His direction, and
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by His Divine power, they caught one hundred and fifty-three
great fishes. "As soon as they were come to land, they saw a fire
of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread ... And JESUS
saith unto them, Come and dine," having first bidden them to
bring of the fish which they had just caught. Who made that fire
and Who provided the fish and the bread, and arranged for the
cooking of the double supply of fish 1
Here at this fireside we behold the risen almighty SAVIOUR. He
appeared to comfort His people when they were disappointed after
a night of fruitless labour. He knew their need of food, and of
warmth, and of comfort, and He graciously supplied them all.
No less does He know the needs of His people to-day. When
disappointed and depressed He draws near. "Thou drewest near
in the day that I called upon Thee: Thou saidst, Fear not" (Lam.
iii. 57). Hc can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. He
knoweth our frame. He knows our need of food and warmth, and
He is able to provide us with a fire of coals and fish laid thereon,
and bread. He Who fed Elijah can feed His people to-day.
Then note that near this fire of coals He gave Peter a threefold
opportunity to declare his love to Him, and commissioned him
to feed His lambs, and His sheep. Grievously though Peter had
sinned, the LORD did not cast him off, but cheered and encouraged
him by sending him forth to minister to His flock.
We may not have fallen as Peter did, but must we not all
acknowledge that we are unworthy to minister the Word of the
Gospel to others. Yet it is sinners saved by His grace whom He
sends forth to be His witnesses. Behold the grace of our LORD
JESUS CHRIST.
Moreover, the LORD must have encouraged Peter by assuring
him, that when he was old, he would have such courage and such
grace that he would be enabled to glorify GOD as a martyr. (John
xxi. 18, 19.) " Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your
heart, all ye that hope in the LORD" (Ps. xxxi. 24).
5. Lastly there is a fireside scene associated with Divine power and
faithfulness.

Two hundred and seventy-six people, including the Apostle Paul,
by swimming, or by means of boards, and broken pieces of a ship,
escaped all safe to land from a watery grave. The barbarous
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people on the island of Melita showed them no little kindness.
They kindled a fire and warmly received all who had landed,
sympathizing with them because of the rain and cold. Paul
gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, and now he
was confronted with another grave danger. A deadly viper came
out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. The islanders concluded
he was a murderer "whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet
vengeance suffereth not to live." But Paul "shook off the beast
into the fire, and felt no harm." The islanders fully expected him
to-'fall down dead, but finding after a long time that no harm came
unto him, they came to the conclusion that he was a god.
Behind this fresh danger was the power and faithfulness of the
LORD. Previously the LORD had stood by him and said, "Be of
good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of Me in Jerusalem,
so must thou bear witness also at Rome" (Acts xxiii. 11).
Accordingly by Divine power Paul was saved from the perils of
the sea, and now again from land perils. It was the Divine purpose
that Paul should bear witness to CHRIST at Rome, and no peril by sea
or land could hinder that purpose from being accomplished. "He
is faithful that promised." Even the large. promise that all who
sailed with Paul would be preserved, was accomplished. "It
came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land" (Acts xxvii.
22-25, 44).
Thus nothing is too hard for our Covenant-keeping GOD. May
the records of these fireside scenes be a comfort to those of the
LORD'S family who read them. Our Divine LORD is able to
sympathize with His people in all their varied experiences. He
knoweth their frame, and can be ~ouched with the feeling of their
infirmities.
He never casts off anyone of His people. He is true to all His
promises, and He is all powerful to keep His people, and to bring
them through every peril. His promises of grace will all be
fulfilled. On the other hand His threatenings to the ungodly will
assuredly be carried out. Let us tremble at His word, and trust
in His power, His grace, His sympathy, and His faithfulness.
THE EDITOR
Whitinqton Vicarage,
(Thomas Houqhton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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FURTHER TEACHING IN THE GOSPELS ABOUT
THE SPIRIT.
I.-THE SPIRIT IN RELATION TO CHRIST.
" For He Whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God
giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him."-JoHN iii. 34.

So far we have thought about the doctrine of the Spirit as taught
by our Lord in the upper room. This teaching was given on the
night of our Lord's betrayal, and is recorded only by John.
Scattered over the other Gospels, however, and in other parts
of John's Gospel, there are many other references to the Holy
Spirit. These may be grouped under three heads. First, the Spirit
in relation to Christ. Secondly, the Spirit in relation to Christ's
people, and lastly, "the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost."
We propose now to direct attention to the Spirit in relation to our
Lord Jesus Christ.
The Holy Spirit is called" the Spirit of God" and" the Spirit
of Christ" (1 Cor. xii. 3; 1 Pet. i. 11). As the third Person in the
Trinity, the Holy Spirit is One with the Father and One with the
Son. Though there be three persons in the Godhead, there is but
one God. The doctrine of Scripture, and of the Church, is " There
is but one living and true God ... and in unity of this Godhead
there be three Persons." (Article I.)
It follows that wherever the Father is, and wherever the Son is,
there, too, is the Holy Ghost: The Father and the Son dwell in
God's people by the Spirit. The three Persons in the Trinity
are all concerned in the eternal salvation of God's elect people.
We rightly speak of the love of God the Father in sending His
Son to be the propitiation for His people's sins, and of the love
of the Son in willingly coming to give His life a ransom for many,
but we are apt to omit the great truth that the Holy Spirit concurred in all that Was necessary to bring about the redemption of
God's people.
Professor Smeaton well says, "The Father and the Son come
before us as two contracting parties, the Sender and the Sent;
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while the Holy Spirit is a concurring party in the entire provisions
of the Covenant. The task assigned to the Spirit, and carried out
by Him in all respects, was to anoint and equip the Mediator for
all the duties of that Servant's place which He was abased to fill ;
then to be sent as the Spirit of the Father and of the Son on the
errand of revealing the redemption to be purchased by the Son;
of announcing its historical fulfilment; and of actually applying
the redemption to the souls of men" (Doctrine of the Spirit, p. 122).
In other words, the Father in love provided the Redeemer, the
Son in love wrought out redemption, and the Spirit in love communicates the blessings of redemption to the objects of God's
mercy. The power and operations of the Spirit are connected
with the whole of Christ's mediatorial work.
1. First, the Holy Spirit exercised His power to bring about our
Lord's Incarnation.
The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ was unique in its character.
His conception was of the Holy Ghost. (Matt. i. 20.) He" was
incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary." He by Whom
all things were made, Who is before all things, the eternal Son
of God, "Whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting," He became flesh and dwelt among us. But how was this
great and stupendous event brought about? "How shall this be,
seeing I know not a man?" was the Virgin Mary's question.
The answer was, " The Holy Ghost shall come upon Thee, and the
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that
Holy Thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of
God" (Luke i. 34, 35).
Through the secret and supernatural work of the Holy Ghost,
" The Son Which is the 'Word of the Father, begotten from everlasting of the Father, the very and eternal God, and of one substance
with the Father, took man's nature in the womb of the blessed
Virgin, of her substance, so that two whole and perfect natures,
that is to say, the Godhead and Manhood, were joined together
in One Person, never to be divided, whereof is one Christ, very
God and very Man" (Article Il).
Redemption could only be brought about by a Divine and an
incarnate Saviour, and the incarnation of the Saviour and Redeemer
was brought about by the Holy Ghost, Who with the Father and
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the Son was graciously concerned in the redemption of the chosen
objects of Divine mercy.
" The Incarnation was a conjunct act of the Trinity, in which
the Spirit is represented as preparing the body which the Son
assumed, by making it His Own in a sense not to be affirmed of
the other Persons of the Godhead." "The Lord's humanity was
produced by the Holy Ghost in a supernatural way, which at once
obviated the possibility of contracting guilt from Adam, or of deriving
any transm~tted corruption, and which, by an act of infinite wisdom
and power, put Him within the human family as a kinsmanRedeemer, and yet exempted Him from being in Adam's Covenant;
for He was the second Adam, the Son of Man."
" Another point demanding notice is the statement that the Holy
Thing born of Mary should be called the Son of God . . . The
true meaning is: the holy thing born of thee shall, in virtue of
the hypostatic union, be also called the Son of God, thus asserting
the unity of the Person. The words 'therefore also' intimate
that there is both an eternal generation and a holy thing begotten,
created when assumed, and assumed when created, and that the
result is not two Persons, but one; for the Holy Thing to which
Mary gave birth is also called the Son of God. This explanation
meets the argument of the Unitarians, whose plea, derived from
this verse, is, that the future tense, 'shall be called,' implies that
Christ was not the Son of God by eternal pre-existence, and that
He only began to be the Son of God when He took the flesh; thus
confounding the difference between His eternal Sonship and His
being called so in the knowledge and confession of the Churchthat is the difference betwee~ being and manifestation. . . . As
the humanity was assumed into personal union by the Son, it
also is called the Son of God" (Smeaton's Doctrine of the Spirit,
pp. 124, 129-131).
Dr. Gill says, "Moreover, the word 'also' is not to be overlooked: and the sense is, that seeing the human nature, which
should be born of the Virgin, would be united to the Son of God,
it likewise should bear the same name, being in personal union
with Him, Who was so from all eternity."
2. Secondly, notice that the Spirit specially and manifestly endued
our Lord with His presence and power at His baptism.
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This was foretold in the Old Testament Scriptures. We read,
" The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord" (Isa. xi. 1-2). Again we
read, "Behold My Servant, Whom I uphold; Mine Elect, in
Whom My soul delighteth; I have put My Spirit upon Him"
(Isa. xlii. 1; Matt. xii. 17, 18).
In the synagogue of Nazareth Our Lord Himself declared that
Isaiah lxi. 1 was fulfilled in His case. Taking the prophecy of
Isaiah in His hand, He read, " The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
because He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor;
He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the
Lord." Then He said, "This day is this Scripture fulfilled in
your ears" (Luke iv. 17-21).
It is beautiful to read that the Father anointed Him with the
Holy Ghost to preach the Gospel to the poor and to heal the brokenhearted. This manifest anointing took place at His baptism. He
Himself saw, "the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and
lighting upon Him" (Matt. iii. 16). John the Baptist also saw
this remarkable manifestation, and" he saw and bare record that
this is the Son of God" (John i. 33, 34).
3. Thirdly, it is evident that He was anointed with the Spirit in
order that He might execute His threefold office of Prophet, Priest, and

King.
His office as Prophet.-As the Prophet like unto Moses, He spake
the Word of God, both in His. doctrines, His precepts, and His
predictions. It was under the influence of the Spirit that He
spake His Father's word. "He Whom God hath sent speaketh
the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto
Him" (John iii. 34). That is, not moderately or sparingly but
abundantly did the Father give the Spirit unto Him.
Thus all His teaching as the great Prophet of God was due
to the Spirit's presence. But He "was a Prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the people" (Luke xxiv. 19). He
was "approved of God by miracles and wonders and signs,
which God did by Him" (Acts ii. 22). These bore witness that
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the Father had sent Him, and that His teaching as a Prophet was
true. He went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed
of the devil, because He was anointed by His Father with the
Holy Ghost and with power. (See Acts x. 38.) He was led up
by the Spirit to be tempted of the devil, and in the Spirit's power
He resisted and conquered the devil. (See Matt. iv. 1; Luke iv.
1, 14, 15.) After the temptation He "returned in the power of
the Spirit into Galilee" and taught in their synagogues. It was
in the power of the Spirit that He wrought all His miracles. By
the Spirit of God He cast out devils (Matt. xii. 28).
His Office as Priest.-A Priest is one who offers sacrifices for sins.
Christ is our High Priest of good things to come, " Who through
the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, " and Who
by His one offering, offered once for all, hath for ever put away
the sins of His people, and secured for them perfect and eternal
forgiveness.
His Office as King.-To exercise this office He was also endued
with the Spirit. One great Kingly act was His resurrection from
the dead. This is often attributed to the Father. It is also
attributed to the Son Who is one with the Father. " Destroy
this temple (His body), and in three days I will raise it up"
(John ii. 19). "No man taketh it (My life) from Me, but I lay it
down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to
take it again" (John x. 18).
But He rose again through the power of the Spirit. He was" put
to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit" (1 Pet. iii. 18).
His resurrection was a manifestation of His Kingly power. "To
this end Christ both died, an9- rose, and revived, that He might
be Lord both of the dead and living" (Rom. xiv. 9). It might be
said that as a King He conquered death, and rose by His Father's
power, by His Own power, and by the Spirit's power.
" The Spirit given at the baptism was intended to equip Him
for the execution of His mediatorial office, as Prophet, Priest, and
King. That the Spirit qualified Him for His prophetic, priestly,
and kingly offices is evident, because, with a full consciousness of
His Divine Sonship awakened and perpetually sustained by the
Holy Spirit, He (1) not only spoke the words of God, but (2) offered
Himself without spot to God; and (3) draws all His people to
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Himself by the constant aid of the eternal Spirit" (Smeaton's
Doctrine 01 the Spirit, p. 138). That the Holy Spirit qualified our
Lord Jesus Christ for His prophetic, priestly, and kingly offices
shows how He concurred with the Father and the Son in bringing
about the eternal salvation of all the elect people of God. This
leads us to our concluding point.
4. Fourthly, Our Lord Jesus Ohrist was endued with the Spirit
that He might dispense the Spirit upon all Whom the Father had
given Him.
After His resurrection He was still under the influence of the
Holy Ghost. Before His ascension "He through the Holy Ghost
gave commandments unto the apostles whom He had chosen: to
whom also He shewed Himself alive after His passion by many
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God" (Acts i. 2, 3). Then,
" being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of
the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, He hath shed (poured)
forth this which ye now see and hear" (Acts ii. 33). Thus He
received the Spirit from His Father to pour out upon His people.
He is doing this to-day. Every sinner who is saved and called
by grace owes His salvation to the operation of the Spirit. The
Father through the Son pours His Spirit into the heart of every
elect sinner and brings about his regeneration, justification and
final glorification. Of this we hope to speak more fully later.
Meanwhile, can we say Christ is our anointed Prophet, Priest,
and King 1 What a mercy if we can say,
" Great Prophet of my God,
My tongue would.. bless Thy name:
By Thee the joyful news
Of our salvation came:
The joyful news of sins forgiven,
Of hell subdued, and peace with heaven.
"My dear Almighty Lord,
My Conqueror and my King,
Thy sceptre, and Thy sword,
Thy reigning grace I sing;
Thine is the power; behold I sit
In willing bonds before Thy feet."
(Watts.)
THE EDITOR,

472

The Gospel Magazine

WELLSPRINGS.
" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest.
Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me: for I am meek and lowly
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls."-MATTHEw xi.
28, 29.
IT was remarked to the writer recently, by a dear young servant of
Jesus Christ, how increasingly the child of God was realizing his
aloneness, and how signally the Scriptures were being fulfilled in these
days that God's People should" dwell alone," and have their" solitary"
experience. Never was a day of more activity, surely; and never
more voices than now; a Babel of various opinions and views;
heresies and false religions; "new gods newly come up," and a form
of godliness whilst denying the power thereof; all covered by the false
charity and erroneous plea that all alike mean well and are making
for the same way and end!
Beloved, what shall we say to these things ~ How shall we act ~
What is our deportment ~ How shall we answer and whither shall we
go to escape the language so distasteful to circumcised ears and so
dishonouring to the Name we love and profess ~ "I flee unto Thee
to hide me," was the wise resolve of the Psalmist, and there he knew
his safe Hiding-place and shelter from every stormy wind and cut ing
blast; for the soul that has been brought to repose upon that ~ame
which is His People's Rest and Peace, and will sooner or later be brough
victorious over all and every foe.
It is thither I would humbly invite my fellow-believers to resort and
contemplate with me some of the blessings enjoyed whilst in our
Hiding Place, and they will, whilst thus blessedly sheltered, forget
their loneliness. Nay, you will the rather rejoice that you are not alone,
but blessedly supplied in all your felt need by His Presence, His Salvation, His Peace, His overcomiI!g Grace that gives you to smile at all
your foes and rejoice in His all-gracious invitation to " Come unto Me."
What a beautiful word that is! One of holy compunction and
grace-enabling! Jesus, the Blessed Holy Son of God and Son of
Man, spake it; and to none but those whose character befitted
the gracious invitation. It was addressed to certain persons, and
therefore never spoken in vain. "Come unto Me," said the Son of
Man, " all ye that are weary and heavy laden," and He knew exactly
where and who of all those great multitudes He addressed and who
thronged Him, who of them knew their own weakness and need and
what it was to be heavy-laden in felt consciousness of sin. He was the
One Refuge; the great and gracious and Divinely provided Remedy
for the sins of His People, and therefore the call would reach their ear
as sweet music, and they would resolve by holy constraint that none
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but Jesus could do their helpless souls good. Oh! the sweet balm
contained in those words "Come unto Me!" What comfort and
relief they have afforded in all ages and under all conditions! What
hope is conveyed in them! What expectation buoys up the fainting
spirit that He Who has blessed other coming ones, is still this same
Jesus and able to do helpless sinners good and that that is just your
condition and case; helpless-no where else to flee; none other refuge
to hide in! " Come unto Me, and I will give you rest" from all your
burdens and sins-and" ye shall find rest unto your souls." Come!
It was a word spoken by Jehovah in Old Testament times. "Come,
my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about
thee; hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation
be overpast" (Isa. xxvi. 20). Come when the rod is laid upon you,
when national chastisement is duly receiving the reward of sins; when
God's judgments are declared in the earth, and He is visiting the people
that forget Him, with retribution. Come, my people, retire to your
closets, shut the door about you and pour out your hearts there as the
nation's sanctuary and salt. Seek that solemn retirement in confession
of sins and humble silence to " hear what God the Lord shall speak."
It is good and profitable and God-honouring thus to come, pour out
your hearts, recall His past favours and blessings and beg of Him in
mercy to delay further judgment and in wrath to remember mercy:
and turn us again unto Him. So that there is the call to come in the
Old Testament, and the call to come in the New Testament. Our text
is the sweet Gospel call to hell-deserving curse-laden sinners and who
by holy compunction are brought to see that" other Refuge have
they none," and Jesus alone can and must save. So it is the Come of
and for Salvation. It is also the Come of rest and refreshing. And
if we would have our souls thrive and our graces to grow, all must needs
be often in that place of rest and retirement. There was a very true
remark in a recent news-sheet of the Bible Churchmen's Missionary
Society. The extract I quote was headed, " Always abounding in the
Work of the Lord," and continued, " Someone has warned us to beware
of the barrenness of a busy life-a sentiment repeatedly expressed in
the Scriptures. From the Psal~st: 'Except the Lord build the
house, they labour in vain that build it,' it re-echoes the warning of
Jesus, 'Without Me-apart from Me-ye can do nothing.' How
often in Christian service are we stopped short by this fact, that Divine
service demands the Divine enabling. How frequently are we tempted
to labour to breaking point, and even beyond, till there comes the
reminder, ' not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the
Lord of Hosts.' "
One can endorse and feel the weight of these words. Never was a
day of greater activity, the legion of organizations and meetings, all
useful, doubtless, in their place. But futile will all prove; unacceptable and unprofitable unless the labouring servants have heard the
gracious call to Come and learn of the Meek and Lowly Saviour and
to wait only upon Him for wisdom, strength, and enabling.
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I often feel with intense gratitude of heart and sacred joy in reading
some of the meditations of our Puritan fathers, what benefit is ours
for all their silent hours spent alone with their God! What hallowed
communion, what depths of teaching in the stillness and silence, and
what power was theirs, through the ministration of the Holy Spirit.
I have read, too, of one saintly Bishop of later days, who never thought
of spending less than five hours every day in prayer and devotion.
David Brainerd also sought his many hours of quiet strengthening in
prayer in the woods of North America. Our Scotch worthies had
similar experience in their mountainous journeys to and from their
parishioners and alone in their solitary manses. The inimitable
" Pilgrim's Progress" was the fruit of John Bunyan's prison life; and
Patmos to the aged Apostle John yielded the rich experience penned
in his last days.
Dear children of God, you and I well know how there must be a
certain solitariness, individuality, and aloneness if our souls would
prosper. It is singular in its beginning; it speaks to the individual
heart in the early conviction of sin; it reminds one all through life's
varied pilgrimage, that apart from Him we can do nothing, and
that unto Him we need constantly to repair as our Harbour of Refuge
and Strength. The language of the heart thus wrought upon is the
sorrow for sin. The cry from the very depths is, I, only I, have sinned,
and the soul thus convicted in godly contrition, needs the stillness and
the silence to hear the sweet words of comfort, "thy sins are forgiven
thee, go in peace."
It is thus that nearness and access are valued, and the cry from the
depths of the much forgiven soul is, " Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want."
Contact with that Meek and Lowly One will make us increasingly hate
and mourn indwelling sin, and value increasingly the preciousness of
Redeeming Love and Blood, and that none but Jesus can and does
satisfy.
The world and its friends and its vanities will sink as though the
soul knew them not, when brought to rest in Jesus. You will have
noticed how all absorbing was that One Name and Person to the Bride
in the Song of songs. The language throughout is centred upon Him
and His. "I am my Beloved's; and He is mine." One Object of
desire; one Theme; one Name and one pursuit to the heart of her
who has once" found Him Whom her soulloveth."
And in the Gospel days of the Son of man on earth, how sacredly and
specifically were His dealings of love and salvation to coming sinners.
It was a certain poor sinner who by faith was drawn to come and
resolve that if she could but touch the hem of His garment, amidst that
thronging crowd, she would be made whole. It was for one notorious
sinner that He must needs go through Samaria and sit through weariness
upon Sychar's well. It was when all her accusers had gone out, being
convicted in their own consciences, that the adulterous woman sinner
was left alone with Jesus Who spake those all-gracious all-forgiving,
words to her grateful ear, " neither do I condemn thee, go and sin no
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more." We could multiply instances, but space forbids. Sufficient
has been said, however, to cheer and encourage every longing, panting,
thirsty soul, that only One can satisfy, and that the more aloneness
you have with Him to your soul's profit the more you will want of Him.
The world and its allurements will lose their charm; disappointments
and broken reeds you will find in all you once rested and relied upon;
and sweet, exceeding sweet, to the weary and heavy-laden soul, will
be the voice of Him Who never repels; never disappoints; and never
wearies of you, as He speaks His gentle call of love and mercy, " Come
unto Me " in Whom the weary alone find Rest.
.. I have been alone with Jesus,
My head upon His breast,
For I was so very weary
I wanted there to rest.
I have been alone with Jesus,
He bade me stay awhile,
And I felt it very precious
The sunshine of His smile.
For I was weary, weary, and longed to be at rest.
And oh I it was so peaceful, while leaning on His breast .
.. Shall I tell you what I told Him
While I was waiting there?
I told Him all my trouble,
I told Him all my care.
I told Him Satan's whisperings
Oft called me into sin,
And I asked Him if I might not
For ever stay with Him?
For I was weary, weary, and longed to be at rest,
And oh! it was so peaceful there, while leaning on His breast.
"Shall I tell you what He told me
''Vhile I was waiting there?
For it took away my trouble,
It took away my care.
He told me how He loved me,
His wayward, erring child,
And I felt so very happy,
For still on me He smiled.
For I was weary, weary, and longed to be at rest,
And oh! it was so peaceful there, while leaning on His breast.
"Then He told me I was welcome
To stay with Him for aye;
And He said that He would never
Cast His longing child away.
Hark! He said, I am your Saviour,
Firm as a Rock I stand,
Come and rest beneath my shadow
When weary in the land.
Oh I 'tis precious, very precious, to lean on Jesu's breast,
For when the heart is weary, 'tis the only place of rest."
(F. Lomdale).

Think, too, beloved reader, of the glory of all contained in this word,
32
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Come! The gracious, enabling command is the counterpart of " Thy
King Cometh unto thee "! For to every soul to whose circumcised ear
the call to " come" has reached, there is the sure and certain result
that Jesus is on His way to meet that coming soul. Surely, then, may
everyone of Zion's sons and daughters rejoice greatly and be
exceeding glad.
Rest, Peace, Joy, and Satisfaction now, and presently eternal,
unbroken vision of delight in His Presence, to go no more out, to know
" no separation" hereafter I
R.

"NOT

WILLING

THAT

ANY

SHOULD

PERISH."

" , THE Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance' (2 Peter iii. 9). This
has been appealed to as a proof of God's unwillingness that any should
perish, and His desire that all should come to repentance. . .. The
apostle had been treating of the scoffing and unbelief of the ungodly,
and proceeds to warn his brethren against falling into the error of
supposing that the Lord was slack in the fulfilment of the promise
of His coming. They must not judge of His promise by the lapse
of ages, but remember that one day is with the Lord as a thousand
years (Ps. xc. 4), and a thousand years as one day. He inhabiteth
eternity, and His proceedings must not be judged by our narrow
lirsits.
"The delay is owing to His 'longsuffering to us-ward, and His
unwillingness that any of (us), the brethren of Christ, the seed of the
woman, should perish, but that all (of us), the whole family' (Eph.
iii. 15) should come to repentance. The world is continued for the
sake of the elect. . . . All Christ's sheep-all whom the Father hath
given Him-must be gathered in before the end come. It is not the
Father's will that any of them should perish. In the everlasting
council they were given to their great Head and Surety, and they shall
all be presented faultless before the presence of His glory. Thousands
and ten thousands of the children of men perish; and this was
intimated from the beginning, by their being described as the seed
of the serpent. But God is not willing that any of the seed of the
woman should perish; and His counsel shall stand, He will do all His
pleasure, and will therefore delay His second coming till He has
gathered in all His people. . . .
" The apostle refers to the true Israel, toward whom God is longsuffering, not willing that any of them should perish, but that all of
them should come to repentance; and it must be so. They were
given to Christ, and He ' must bring' them into His fold (John x. 16)."
-J. A. Haldane's The Doctrine of the Atonement, pp. 267-269.)
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j,nmons anb N ottf' of Sermonf'.
GOD GIVETH THE INCREASE.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" The Lord shall increase you more and more, you and your children."PSALM cxv. 14.
THIS promise is one of God's exceeding great and most precious
promises addressed to His Zion. It is to Zion He speaks, to Israel,
" The Lord shall increase you more and more, you and your children."
God's people may indeed appear, dear friends, but a little flock, but
in the sight of God they are a glorious host, exceeding precious in His
sight, to whom He has addressed glorious promises. "The Lord shall
inc-rease you." To my mind our text embodies a principle, the
principle on which God acts in all His dispensations, in all His dealings
with His dear people. In fact, this principle seems to run through
even His operations in nature, certainly it does in grace. "The Lord
shall increase you." We were reminded of this when we read together
just now from the book of Genesis how, as soon as God had accepted
the sacrifice of Noah at the time of his deliverance from the ark at the
close of the dispensation of judgment by water, God made a Covenant
with him and a revelation unto him, and He ordained it that the earth
should be replenished, and its population should be increased; it
should be re-peopled in every aspect. "Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth." And in the kingdom of God's grace this
principle is very evident and noticeable. We read in the ninth
chapter of Isaiah (which in the sixth verse prophesies of the coming
of Christ, His first advent, when He should come as a Child born, as
a Son given, on Whose shoulder the government should be), that" of
the increase "-there is the principle-" of His governinent and peace
there shall be no end "-no end to the increase of Christ's kingdom.
This I say emphatically is the principle on which God proceeds in the
dispensation of His grace concernipg His people and His dear Son.
His kingdom, beginning as it did in a little one, was designed Divinely
to increase until it filled the earth. We have the privilege in these
last days of seeing how the Lord has caused His Word to run very
swiftly throughout the nations, and how few there are of the nations
left that have not in some degree heard that the Lord is King. "Tell
it out among the heathen that the Lord is King," and the heathen have
been very largely told this, but we may see greater wonders yet if the
Lord tarry. Certain we are that Christ's kingdom is to increase. As
we have just been noticing, " of the increase of His government and
peace there is to be no end "-no end-" upon the throne of David,"
that is, the throne which David's throne typified, "and upon His
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it, with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts
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will perform this." Therefore, dear friends, although we may consider
the Church of God in the earth to be comparatively but a little flock,
we are not at all discouraged. We know that the Lord sitteth King,
ruling over all His enemies as well as His brethren, that He is subduing
all things to His Own sceptre, and that it may be only a little while
before the last enemy, death, shall itself be destroyed. "He must
reign, till He hath put all enemies under His feet."
We have this principle further illustrated in the case of ancient
Israel when their lot was cast in Egypt, as recorded in the first chapter
of Exodus. Persecuted as they were under the iron rule of the
Pharaoh of the day, yet the Lord watched over them and caused them
to multiply notwithstanding. Thus we read in the twelfth verse,
" The more they"-the Egyptians-" affiicted them, the more they
multiplied and grew," or, as the margin so forcibly puts it, " and as
they afflicted them, so they multiplied." I say this is a figure of God's
ways with His true Israel in this present Egypt-world. The devil,
the world, and the flesh, the unbelief of our hearts and the corruptions
of our nature, these are enemies mighty and enemies many, but the
Lord is superior to them all. Not a dog, we are told, on the night
of God's great redemption of His people moved its tongue against an
Israelite. And so the Lord could shut the mouths of our enemies.
That one that" goeth about seeking whom he may devour" has no
power to devour a child of God, no power to hurt a child of God. God
can circumvent all Satanic craft, and not only circumvent it, but He
can utilize it in the interests of His Own dear Son, and in the interests
of His kingdom, and in the interests of the saints, those that trust
through grace-the humblest of them-in Christ the Lord. It is very
blessed to see how the Lord is working out His plans for His people on
this principle of granting increase, there is no failure, but progress.
John the Baptist felt this, and he testified accordingly. "He must
increase," he said, "but I," on my part, "must decrease. I must
make way for Him, make way for His ministry. I am not the Bridegroom, I am only the Bridegroom's friend. I am not the Word of God,
I am only the voice of one crying in the wilderness." It is the principle
he recognized, the suitability of his standing on one side to make way
for his Master. And so, all the dear children of God desire to see
Christ first, to see Him and His Name magnified, to see that He is
honoured by others; willing indeed, through grace, are all God's
children to decrease. And to see Him increase is the joy and rejoicing
of their hearts.
Then, again, we learn from the inspired Acts of the Apostles, in the
nineteenth chapter and the twentieth verse, that the Word of God,
as the Lord employs it, likewise increases and grows: "so mightily
g'rew the Word of God and prevailed." That is, when the Lord accompanied the word preached with the power of the Holy Ghost it then
mightily prevailed and wonderfully grew. And, dear friends, the
same effects and results are produced now under the same Divine
Agcncy. When the ordinance of preaching is honoured by the Holy
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Ghost with grace attending it, it prevails mightily in the pulling down
of the strongholds of Satan in the hearts of sinners, and in subduing
a people unto the Lord. Here again, do I say, we see this principle
illustrated.
Then in Holy Scripture the saints themselves are represented as
growing. Not only does the kingdom of the Lord grow in the sense
of numbers and grow in the grace of prosperity, not only does the
Word of God grow in influence in the earth, enlarging, ever enlarging,
the area of its operations, producing marvels of success, but the saints,
that is, the converted sinners, are a people designed by their NewCreator to grow. This is taught us in various Scriptures, notably, as
you remember, in the first Epistle of Peter, the second chapter, the
second verse: "As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk of the
Word, that ye may grow thereby." The Lord nourishes the work of
grace in the hearts of His people. Wherever His goodness begins the
work the Arm of His strength goes on to develop it, to deepen it in
its reality, and to cause it to bring forth fruit in evidence that the
work is His and not by the will of man. God is His Own Interpreter
as God is His Own Worker. He never commits His work to any
others, He retains the work of salvation in His Own sovereign Hands,
and that is how He always, dear friends, works out His Own counsel,
and there can be no failure in the Gospel kingdom. Men, looking at
things from the human standpoint, may declare the Gospel is a failure,
and may consequently in their wisdom resort to a variety of alternatives and accessories, so as to help the Gospel in its weakness! Such
is human folly. God's counsel shall stand and by the foolishness,
as men count it, of preaching He will still continue to save them that
believe, through grace, in His dear Son. And where He begets sinners
so that they become new-born babes in Christ He will continue suitably
to nourish them, and He has ordained the unadulterated milk of the
Word to be the means of their nourishment and their consequent
growth and development.
In the fourth chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians, again we have
the mind of God-the fifteenth verse. "That... speaking the
truth in love (we) may grow up i1Jto Him in all things, which is the
Head, even Christ." Now, you see, dear friends, we discover the
union that there is between the Head and the body, and the members
in particular. If they are to grow it must be in consequence of a living
union with the Lord Jesus Christ at the Father's Right Hand. All the
true life of the Church resides in the Head. The life of the body, the
life of the members, is a derived life. You understand when the Lord
quickens the sinner He does not impart to him something apart from
Himself, but He makes the sinner a nllW creature in Himself. It is
the sinner who is brought into union with God, it is not something that
goes out of God and is placed in the sinner. The life is one. Christ
is the life. "Because I live, ye shall live also." And so, dear friends,
it is very blessed to trace this increase in the manifestation of it (not
in the essence of it), the increase of this life among God's people. "I
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am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly." That" speaking the truth in love," again, it is, you
see, the spoken Word, we may grow up into Christ in all things. How
comprehensive this growth is-growing up in all things. We shall
enlarge for a few minutes, if the Lord help us, upon this growth. In
the ninety-second Psalm and the twelfth verse the saint's growth is
spoken of under the simile of the palm tree and the cedar. "The
righteous shall flourish like the palm tree; he shall grow like a cedar
in Lebanon." The cedars of Libanus were of old famous for their
excellency, they were so to say the kings of the forest, and God has
compared His people to these excellent cedars, excellent for stateliness,
excellent for strength. To break the cedars of Libanus is an act
attributed to God Himself, as though it were beyond the power of man
to break those wondrous trees of God's Right Hand planting. So,
then, the saints are to grow like the cedars in Libanus; they are to
grow in stateliness and in strength; they are to grow in spiritual
vigour so that they may be wondered at. And the people of God, in
proportion as they are evidentially a gracious people, are wondered at.
In the earth God's people are manifestly of another country, they
are a peculiar people, they are living for eternity whilst the multitude
are but living for time, for a passing hour. God's people, having been
called out of the world, have their faces set Zionward. They are
travelling in the opposite direction to the children of this world, and
therefore it is that they can never walk in fellowship if they are going
in opposite directions. If a child of God is anywhere in fellowship
with the world, well, then, you may take it for granted he has turned
back by so many footsteps in his Christian career. You know the
history of Christian in John Bunyan's wonderful allegory. Backsliding on the part of a child of God means that he is walking again
according to the course of this world although it be but a temporary
departure in heart from God, for the God of all grace will not suffer it
to be anything but a temporary departure; but how sad, how solemn,
what a reflection on that child of God! See, too, what dishonour it
brings on the Master's Name and the Master's cause when God's people
mix themselves up again with the world, the things of the world, the
pleasures and pastimes of the world, and go back to the world, because
" the friendship of the world is enmity with God," and to think of
a child of God then-willingly, I mean-entering into communion
with that which he knows to be enmity toward God. Now God's
people are by grace represented as growing up and becoming stately
in stature in the presence of the world; a wonder, as I before said,
just in proportion as they consistently follow Christ, otherwise they
lose their power, as Samson did when he was shorn. The secret of
the strength of God's people is to be found in their fellowship with
God; then are they most strong when they are walking with God,
having their hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, the precious
blood of Christ being very near, very present to faith. Hearkening
to what God the Lord will speak, then they are strong, then it is they
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overcome the wicked one, and then it is they show the world the
manner of men they are of by their Heavenly calling, as having no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness but rather reproving
them.
And, then, in the fourteenth chapter of Hosea the saints of God are
spoken of as a people growing like a lily. Israel" shall grow as the
lily." In what sense 1 I think here beauty, fragrance, and comeliness
are probably the leading characteristics in God's mind. The saints
are to grow in spiritual loveliness, spiritual likeness to Christ, the
Lovely One, the altogether Lovely One. When Jesus was on earth,
in the sixth chapter of Matthew we have it recorded, He spoke about
these lilies. "Consider the lilies," He said, " how they grow." Consider their little lives, and you shall see My Father's Hand in every
department of it, in fact, they are My Father's Handiwork, the hand
of man never touched them and here they grow wild in the plain, and
they are the beauty of the open country. Yes, very lovely are the
people of God in His Own sight, like the lilies for beauty in proportion
as they are Christ-like. And fragrant, too, as they testify the Lord
Jesus. That is what the Apostle Paul felt comforted by in the midst
of many afHictions and persecutions; he said, " Thanks be unto God,
Who always causeth us to triumph in Christ, . . . we are unto God
a sweet savour of Christ" every way, both" in them that are saved,
and in them that perish." "A sweet savour," you remark, "unto
God, because in proportion as he preached Christ he shed forth that
acceptable sweet odour in which God always takes His delight. Whatever honours Christ rejoices the Father. And when a minister preaches
a full Christ, and only Christ, that minister, whatever be the result
of his ministry, is unto God a sweet savour, a sweet savour of Christ.
But, then, it is not peculiar to the ministers; all believers in the Lord
Jesus, just as they by grace testify Christ, exhibit Christ, hold forth
Christ, are a sweet savour of Christ unto God.
These are the lilies
which God from time to time plucks and takes Home to Himself. "Hc
feedeth among the lilies," and He comes into His garden to gather His
lilies-from time to time a lily.
He has taken several very choice
lilies away from among us, and He has translated them into His more
immediate Presence.
They witnessed a good profession while with
us, were faithful in their day and in their measure, faithful to Christ
and His Truth, and they on earth were a sweet savour unto God. And
so, I say, the Lord's dear people, all of them, are more or less fragrant
in the Presence of God as they follow Christ and are true to Him.
Then, again, in the fourteenth chapter of Hosea we have the people
of God for growth likened to the vine-the seventh verse-they shall
" grow as the vine." Now the vine is much more celebrated for its
fruitfulness than for its beauty. There is a Scripture which speaks
of the uselessness of the vine apart from its fruits. The people of
God may be viewed in various aspects. They are like, as I have
suggested, the lily for beauty, and the cedar for dignity, as they stand
rooted and grounded in Christ and grow up also into Him. But they
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are designed to be a fruit-bearing people, not merely beautiful to look
upon but in the highest and best sense fruitful. Paul" planted and
Apollos watered "-now comes the principle again-" but God gave the
increase." And so the fruit of the vine we must remember is God's
work of grace in the hearts of His people. "From Me is thy fruit
found." "I am the Vine, ye are the branches. . .. Without Me ye
can do nothing." Apart from Me, or severed from Me, ye can do
nothing but wither, become barren, hopelessly dead, twice dead. But
the Lord preserves this union with the branches, it is only apparent
branches that get removed, graceless professors, Christians in name
only who have never been Christed, that is, anointed in the power of
the Holy Ghost, but the living branches of the Vine are inseparably
connected with Christ. "I am the true Vine, and My Father is the
Husbandman." When we think of His resources, when we think of
His attributes, when we think of His Covenant, when we think of His
grace, the all-fulness that He has laid up for His Church in Him, I say
again it is not wonderful that God's people should bring forth fruit to
the honour and praise of Him Who has made them His Own, and that
they are in Scripture represented as growing in grace-" The Lord
shall increase you more and more." God is the God of grace, but
that is only part of the truth, there is this also to be said, " He giveth
more grace."
" The Lord shall increase you more and more." This language is
very emphatic, it is a very full promise this, addressed to Zion and her
children. And, dear friends, it is interesting to see how condescending
our God is in making this promise not to overlook the little ones, for
if you connect the previous verse with this you will read: "He will
bless them that fear the Lord, both small and great," and the small
are put first, they have the place of dignity assigned them, the place
of honour given them. It is not what we would say, I think we all
say, " great and small," but God's order in grace is " small and great."
The lambs He carries in His bosom. He gently leads others, these
He carries, they lie very near to His heart, they are in the arms of His
power continually, and their privilege is to be still and know that He
is God. "He will bless them that fear the Lord, both small and great,"
or, if you read the margin, we are told there that the word " both"
may be translated" with." "He," the Lord, "will bless them that
fear the Lord, the small with the great." They get, all, the blessing
of God. "Who hath blessed 'us" -us means all the people of God, " hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus." They grow in faith. Look with me to the second Epistle of
Paul to the Thessalonians, the 1st chapter, the third verse-" We are
bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet." Why?
" Because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity"-of
which we were hearing in the Epistle to-day-" of everyone of you
aJ.l toward each other aboundeth." This is as I think the fulfilling in
part of the promise in our text. The Lord shall increase you in faith,
and increase you in the grace of love toward the brethren. Dear
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children of God, are you not conscious of increase in this blessed grace
when you look far, far back, and compare what the Lord has done for
you since He began with you? Do you mean to say He has made
no progress in your souls? Are not His people more dear to you than
they were at the first? Is not the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
more necessary to you now than it was even when you were brought
face to face at first with your ruin and wretchedness? I am sure I
speak the language of all God's people when I say that grace becomes
increasingly necessary in our experience day by day, and especially
this grace of faith. God's people are less satisfied with their faith
at the end of five and twenty years' believing in Jesus than they were
when they were first brought to trust all into His Hands. If there
is one grace more than another that the child of God is always sighing
and crying for it is this grace of faith. "Lord, increase, increase our
faith." And, therefore, it is not remarkable that the Apostle Paul
should have said, It is meet that I should be very thankful when I see
how exceedingly your faith has grown, and your love to one another
to see how it now abounds. And then you will notice the grace of
hope, too, for the three great graces of faith, hope, and love are brought
before us in our services to-day. The grace of hope is to be increased.
\v-e read in the fifteenth chapter of Romans, verse thirteen: "Now the
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may
abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost." Hope is to
be increased, hope in Christ, hope in God's mercy, hope grounded on
the promises is to increase in the hearts of God's believing people.
I may not enlarge upon the grace of love-time forbids our proceeding.
Follow these things out for yourselves, dear friends, on your knees.
Follow them out by constant searching of the Holy Scriptures, and
by them prove your own selves as to how far you are realizing this
increase which God has promised in Christ unto Zion and her children
more and more.
SIGNS. REASON. FAITH.
THE human mind is a very strangeJaculty. It can be so resolute that
nothing can move it. It can be so weak that, figuratively speaking, it
can be twisted round another 'person's finger. Some minds are so
wonderfully endowed that they can grasp the most profound knowledge,
and others seem scarcely able to take in even ordinary facts. Between
these two extremes there is stretched a vast array of minds of every
shade of ability and capacity. One feature, however, seems common to
most, viz., a clinging to some sort of superstition; a looking to omens
and a consequent unwillingness to accept the plain and definite teaching
of God's Holy Word.
The god of this world has blinded men's minds (2 Cor. iv. 4) so that
their understanding is darkened concerning Spiritual Truths, and they
are left in ignorance of God and alienated from Him (Eph. iv. 18).
It is important that men and women should keep this sad and awful
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truth before them if they wish to bear a faithful witness for God before
their fellows. If men and women do not accept this definite statement
made by Almighty God in His Word, they will as surely be as much
adrift from security and certainty as is a ship that is upon the mighty
deep without a rudder and without anchor.
There are many things taking place to-day that are beyond human
comprehension unless God's description of mankind as mankind
really is, is brought to bear upon the various occurrences. God's
Word alone can supply the true solution to existing conditions.
When the Lord Jesus commenced His ministry, all He did was in
absolute confirmation of that which God had promised and foretold.
Did men realize this? Did they see in Him the fulfilment of all the
promises? Alas, no, for their minds were so blinded by Satan that
they did not see. He came to His Own professing people, but they
received Him not (John i. 11). Had they believed in Him they would
not have crucified the Lord of Glory (1 Cor. ii. 8).
He was indeed the greatest Sign that could be, but men ignored
Him, and asked for some lesser sign merely to gratify their idle curiosity.
The works and doctrine of the Lord Jesus were an ever-present witness
or sign that He was that Holy One Whom He ever asserted Himself
to be.
The fact that men asked for other signs than those given by the
Lord Jesus is an incontrovertible proof that they did not believe in
Him, and when men now turn from God's Word and ask for proof or
signs, they demonstrate their real identity with the unbelieving
Pharisees and Sadducees.
Some of these professors of religion came to the Lord Himself and
desired Him to show them a sign from heaven (Matt. xvi. 1, etc.).
Every true and humble Christian should thank God for the particular
reply which the Son of God gave to these men. After warning them
of their inconsistency in claiming to foretell the weather by outward
observations, and yet refusing to accept the far more important signs
of the times, He added there shall no sign be given to this unbelieving
generation beyond the solemn facts connected with Jonah's history.
In these words and in those recorded in Matthew xii. 38-42 men have
the most po litive proof that every detail of Jonah's history is true. If
men deny this history-as thousands are doing to-day-then they
publicly proclaim themselves" aliens" from God. The Lord Jesus
declared: JONAH'S HISTORY IS TRUE, and as He staked His resurrection
upon it, and He did rise from the dead, so it follows that if men believe
that He rose for His people's justification (Rom. iv. 25), they must,
of necessity, believe the facts of Jonah's history. The two cannot be
separated.
Every recurring Lord's Day is a testimony to men of the Lord's
triumphant resurrection. It is a witness that He finished the Work
He came to do. It is an evidence that He is coming again to receive
His people unto Himself, and it is a proof that all those who reject
Him must yet stand before Him to receive their final and irrevocable
judgment.
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So much for igns. Let it be repeated: God has given this weekly
one, and His people desire to be thankful for it. If the desire for
additional signs is a mark of unbelief, it has also to be borne in mind
tha the use of unsanctified human reason, that is to say reason undirected by the Spirit of God and uncontrolled by His Word, is almost
equally certain to bring men into a condition of unbelief.
anctified reason rests upon the Word of God, and it is a most
,aluable hand-maiden to the soul. Unrestrained and unguided human
reason, casting aside God's revelation, leads men to Spiritual ruin.
Reason must have Truth as a foundation upon which to build.
Sanctified reason accepts God's Word and argues therefrom in
accordance with its teaching. Human opinions and biased reason are
prone to read into God's Word and God's ways something which is not
there, and then false inferences are drawn, and incorrect conclusions
adopted. Even the apostles (Matt. xvi. 5-12) on one occasion misrepresented the Lord's words and deeds by trusting to their own
incorrect reasoning. They sought to put into His words and teaching
something which was not there. What a lesson to all! When He
enabled them to exercise sanctified reason they were led to argue from
what He had done in the past that He would be with them in the
future, and this gave them hope, it drew out their love, and strengthened
their faith, and prepared them for future trials and difficulties.
On a certain occasion the Lord Jesus gave as a sign that He had
authority to do the acts He did, that He would" destroy the temple of
His body and raise it again in three days" (see John ii. 18-22). This
statement was utterly perverted by His enemies, who dared to say
that He had declared He would" destroy the temple of God in Jerusalem
and rebuild it in three days" (see Matt. xxvi. 60-61).
The tendency of mere human reason is to drive men to hopelessness.
The purpose of sanctified reason is to lift men up and encourage
them and give them an unfailing hope. This must be so, for there can
be no sanctified reason without faith. Without faith it is impossible
to please God (Heb. xi. 6), and there is no faith (in a Scriptural meaning
of the word) but that which rests upon the Lord Jesus as He is revealed
in God's Holy Word.
Faith believes God. Faith trusts God. Faith receives and holds
fast to God's Word, and as faith is the gift of God (Eph. ii. 8), so He
nourishes and sustains it, and where it is in lively exercise, it honours
God, and then it is proved, " them that honour Me, I will honour"
(1 Sam. ii. 30). "0 taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is
the man that trusteth in Him" (Ps. xxxiv. 8).
P. 1. B.

" WE read of no sermon preached by Christ, under which three thousand
were converted in one day, as they were on the day of Pentecost. In
short, ' greater works' (John xiv. 12) mean more conversions. There
is 110 greater work possible than the conversion of a Boul."-Bishop
J. O. Ryle,.
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"FROM WHENCE?"

" THERE was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves
before the Lord, and Satan came also among them to present himself
before the Lord, and the Lord said unto Satan, From whence comest
thou?" What a dreadfully true answer he gave; "From going to
and fro in the earth and from walking up and down in it." He was
still at his horrible work when he stood up against Israel and provoked
David to number the people. Peter had no doubt of his personality
when he exhorted his dearly loved friends to vigilance and soberness.
It was their own adversary who still walked about, seeking whom he
might devour, seeking multitudes of the godless for his common food,
and the saints of God as his sweet morsels. But those sweet morsels'
are snatched from his teeth; they are not to be left for such consumption, although they are sore smitten in the place of dragons, and
although their bones are broken. God saves His dear ones, ransoming
them from the power of the arch foe who is too str-ong for them. He
is their salvation all the time, otherwise the devil would have, not
only a passing, but an eternal victory. How can the children of God
ever estimate the power, love, and goodness of Him Who puts such
courage into them as to make them say to such a king of evil as he is" Rejoice not against me, oh mine enemy, when I fall I shall arise."
" From whence comest thou?" Eve asked not-but was carried
away by the prospect of having more than God had given her.
Perhaps, in after days, when her thoughts within her were as
unquiet as the waves of the sea, she would say to herself, "if
only " she had hesitated before listening, if she had asked for
the authority of the speaker, if only she had obeyed. But she
was ignorant of her adversary's devices, as the Corinthian friends
and the apostle were not, and as we are not, since we have read what
has been written for our learning. One of his devices, I think, is to
have things, if it so suits, done in a hurry, and a heat. We are told
that although Joshua did indeed ask the Gibeonites, " Whence come
ye ? " he stayed not to " ask counsel of the Lord," but believed their
untruths, making no further inquiries. Why did Hezekiah not think
of this when the men came to him and he forthwith showed them all
his treasures? He must have heard it from his fathers, with all the
account of their taking possession of Canaan. But no amount of the
instruction of our fathers will of itself give strength against new
insinuations of the enemy of God and man. "God left him," we read,
to try him: so that when Isaiah came to him, asking, "What said
these men, whence came they?" He had to confess that they came
from Babylon, and it was well for Hezekiah that he had other treasure
than that which would all be carried away by the very people to whom
he had so proudly showed it. He had to learn what was in his heart,
all that was in his heart. He would know then that his foes and
assailants were not Assyrians only. He was being prepared to take
his place among the great army that John saw, when amazed that
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such a multitude should escape so great and so many deaths. He
asked, who they were and whence they came. We know the answer.
They had come out of great tribulation out of all the onslaughts of the
devil, as well as all other deaths; they had washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
There was a man who came out of the camp to David with his clothes
rent and earth on his head, and David said unto him, " From whence
comest thou?" And he said, " out of the camp of Israel am I come."
And out of the camp he had come, but it was with lying lips. He
wanted a glory that was no glory. David had not been looking to any
alien and enemy for his deliverance from Sau!. His matters were in
God's hands, and so the would-be avenger lost his life for his deceit.
There was another, later on, who came out of the camp to David.
Urgent and ignorant, he prevailed on Joab to let him run from the
battle, and so he ran; he could do that. One thing only David
wanted to know, was Absalom safe? But all that Ahimaaz could say
was, " I saw a great tumult but I knew not what it ;as." He professed
to take tidings from the battle, but he knew not what the tumult was.
He knew not anything of the great conflict that Paul speaks of to the
Colossians, or of the law in his members that warred against the law
of his mind, bringing him into captivity, until he felt that his case
was outside human help. Ahimaaz went to David with no tidings,
but the followers of the Lord go to Him with their tale of conflicts,
" fears within, fightings without." He needs not to ask, " whence be
ye ?" For He has known them from everlasting; He has seen them
coming, even while yet a great way off. They will know after a while
better than they do now what the hole of the pit from which they have
been digged is, and they will never cease to praise, bless, and thank
Him for the way He has led them.
FOLLOWER-ON.

"THE WORK OF GOD THE SPIRIT IN THE HIGHLANDS
OF SCOTLA:ND."
OF late years the Highlands of Scotland have very much engrossed
the attention of travellers; and tliere are few men of taste and leisure
in Britain of sufficient means who have not visited the romantic
scenery of the North. One amongst the visitors, a preacher, called
at the house of an old woman, who, as he was informed, was a good
person; and after being introduced, he said to ber, " You are an old
servant of Christ; how long is it since you entered into His service?
I am sure you must have found Him a good Master."
" Serve Christ!" said she. "Alas, I can say little about that. I
have been a poor sinner all my days and was never worthy of being
called a servant of such a Master. But it is now forty-nine years
since Christ first began to serve me. Nay, I may say it is twenty
years more, for I have been cast on His care from the womb till now.
But I count from the time when I was led, by the mercy of God, to know
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Him as my Saviour; and I am sure He has served me ever since."
" What do you mean by Christ serving you? " asked the preacher.
" That is saying a great deal for yourself, is it not? "
She replied, " It is saying a great deal, but not for myself. I am
one of the most worthless creatures that ever lived; that is all I can
say for myself. But I can never say anything too great about Christ;
and I never see so much of His greatness as when I think of Him
stooping down to serve such a vile sinner as I am. Do you not know,
that in the house of Christ, the Master serves all the guests? When He
brought me home to Himself, He began to serve me; He took away
my filthy garments, and gave me change of raiment; He clothed me
with His own righteousness, which presents me without spot before
the throne of God; He gave me His Spirit to instruct me, to lead me
and sanctify me. Ever since He has taken care of me. He led me
gently, and carried me in His arms as one of the weak of the flock;
He has borne with me and forgiven me ten thousand provocations;
He fills my mouth abundantly with good things and crowns me with
loving kindness and tender mercy."
"Well," said the preacher, "but I hopc you are a servant of Christ
for all that, and bound to His service by the strongest ties. You know,
it is said of the state of glory to which I doubt not you are approaching,
, There His servants serve Him,' and what is perfected in that state
must be begun in the present life. The Lord has crowned you with
loving kindness and tender mercy; now I am sure this will lead you
to obey and serve Him."
" This is all very true," replied the good woman. "I know that
I am bound by His authority as well as by every consideration of love
and gratitude, to obey Him in all things; in this I hope the same
Spirit of truth has instructed me. But somehow, I do not like to
think so much about my serving Christ as His serving Me. I can draw
no comfort from my services. The more I think on that subject, the
more I am filled with alarm and anxiety, because I know that in
everything I come short. I am a poor sinner, and not worthy to lie
at His foot-stool. I see myself poor, vile, and worthless, as much as
ever I did; and though I have been for so many years an object of His
kindness and mercy I cannot recollect that ever I made Him a proper
return for the least of His favours. Whenever, therefore, I think
of my doings or services, I am filled with shame and confusion of face.
But when I think of what Christ has done for me, I am satisfied that
my mind gets hold of something that keeps it up. I think of Him
humbling Himself, and laying down His life for me; I think of Him
exalted to heaven to help and save me; I think of Him as my Advocate
within the veil, interceding for me before His Father's throne; I trust
in Him, and am sure that He will not fail me, for none perish that
trust in Him. Now I like to think and speak about these things, for
they are the very life of my soul. When I look to myself and think
about my serving Christ, I see nothing that is worthy the name, but
everything the very opposite l but when I look at Christ J see nothing
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but perfection; and for my peace of mind just now as well as for my
eternal salvation, I know none but Christ. I must ever say, 'None
but Chri t.' "
o doubt you are right," said the preacher. "To everyone that
belie,e in Christ, He is all in all. While you trust Him you are safe.
But you know, everyone that has hope in Christ purifies himself, even
a He is pure. You said just now you are as vile as ever you were.
Do ou not feel yourself different from what you were in the days of
your ignorance 1 It is said of believers, 'Once they were darkness,
now are they light in the Lord'; that they were the servants of sin,
bu , having obeyed the truth, they have their fruit unto holiness.
You must have learned that Christ has not only done all the work of
Ivation for you, but that He has also performed and is performing
His work in you, that is, by the knowledge of His word, the discipline
of His providence accompanied by the grace of the Holy Spirit, making
you more like Himself, more dead to this world and more alive to that
which is to come."
• All that is true," she replied, " but that does not make me think
myself a bit better. I have all this in Christ, and to His Name be all
the glory. When I think of any difference in myself, I think it is all
for the worse; I see nothing about myself but sin, and the worst of
all in, that which is done against my kind and gracious Saviour. I am
lad to turn from the view of my wretched self and look at the glorious
riohteousness of my God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 0 happy me, for
there is nothing wrong there. I never knew my own character till I saw
hrist in the riches of His mercy and the glory of His perfect righteousness as revealed in the Gospel for the salvation of poor sinners. When
this was brought home to my heart, I saw how vile I was, and, Oh, how
I abhorred myself. Blessed be His Name that He ever turned me
from the love of sin and a vain world. But still I see so much of sin
in me, that instead of thinking of any difference of character, or of
being more holy than before, I am led to say, 'Oh, wretched that I am,
who shall deliver me from the body of this death 1 "-From" The
Gospel Standard," 1853.
THE EVIL OF THE CINEMA.
popular pleasure-resorts the Cinema comes first, for it has now
become an integral part of our national life ; as to how large a place it
occupies therein this paragraph speaks:
"The hold which the ' cinema habit' has over the nation is well
illustrated by recent figures in connection with the film industry. In
the year 1935 British audiences totalled 957,000,000, and the average
weekly attendance throughout the year was 18,500,000. These huge
audiences paid the equally huge sum of £40,950,000 at the box-office.
In Great Britain more than half the total population (figures which
include aged, infirm and infants) go to the 'pictures' every week!
This probably means that at least three-quarters of the adult population
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see a 'taIkie' every week of their lives. And such is the growing
popularity of the entertainment that, as these words are being written,
more than 220 additional cinemas are being built in the United
Kingdom."
A DEMORALIZING DISEASE
As to its undermining and debasing effects upon those who frequent
them, these three dicta, from those who have made a study of the
subject, tell forth with no uncertain sound:
Mr. Adams, who claims" a greater, more all-round, and, perhaps,
a more successful association with, and knowledge of, the Cinema
business in all its many ramifications, than any other man," bears
this testimony against the modern Cinema: "Backed by that knowledge and experience, I maintain, without fear of serious contradiction,
that the present-day type of film, with sex and crime appeal predominating, is definitely undermining the moral tone of the youth of our
nation, and doing irreparable harm which will take generations of
effort to eliminate. The uplifting, educative, harmlessly-amusing and
entertaining film of a few years ago is all but a thing of the past. Film
producers expend ahnost their entire talent and resources on the production of films that pander to modern craving."
As Mr. G. A. Atkinson, one of the most reliable British film critics,
declares: "Talking pictures have stripped woman, not only of their
clothing, but of morals, decency, truth, fidelity, and every civilized
quality of virtue. The truth about the 'talkies' is that they are
produced in a non-moral atmosphere which is, in the strictest and most
literal sense, diabolical. The Devil is in full, spiritual control of
modern film production. Nearly all the energies of this terrific engine
of propaganda are devoted to anti-Christian ends."
THE RIPENING HARVEST.
Can we wonder at the Harvest which such a " VAMPIRE OF EVIL"
in our midst is producing in the minds and manners of its victims, from
whom it is sapping all those sterling qualities of character, which have
been the making of our Name and Nation worldwide? Well may we
ask, " What shall the reaping .be ?" Already its nature is becoming
evident in the spirit of gambling which, as a deadly virus, is sweeping
through the land; in the blatant immodesty and immorality, which
has ever been a sure sign of decay in the nation afflicted with it. The
mad love of Sport, the increase of Crime, with the Bible left out of the
home and largely out of the schools, and a growing intolerance of all
authority, especially among our youth. Till we are faced with the
searching question,
"Is OUR NATION TOTTERING TO ITS DOOM? "
Startling though such a question may be, it is well worthy of
consideration in the light of what our world-rivals are doing. I writ~
now, from the human, the worldly standpoint. While we are p . ,
they are working !-(From" Our Country's Peril," by Capt. E . arre.)
./

/'
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"JESUS SAT OVER AGAINST THE TREASURY. AND
BEHELD."
MARK xii. 4l.
(From " Our Outlook.")
THE widow gave but a farthing. She was commended of the Lord
Jesus for having given more than all the rich men. She gave all that
she had.
The apostle set down the principles of giving in a very simple and
concise passage, thus:
"Now, concerning the collection, as I have given order to the
churches, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every
one of you lay by him in store as God hath prospered him."
That is, the collection or offering in the churches is to be made:Regularly-on the first day of the week,
Individually-everyone of you,
Systematically-lay by him in store,
Proportionately-as God hath prospered him.
The collection, then, was to be made every Lord's Day; everyone
was to contribute; and the contributions were to be in proportion
to the means of the giver. The contributions were not to be confined
to anyone class of the people. The same amount might, perhaps,
have been raised from the few rich. But this would not have answered
one important end which the apostle had in view. It was the spiritual
effect which such regular, individual, systematic, proportionate giving
was calculated to produce in promoting Christian fellowship, in evincing
the truth and power of the Gospel in the heart, in calling forth gratitude
and praise to God, which the apostle desired especially to see
accomplished.
The direction is that everyone sltould lay aside at home (for such
would be the meaning of " in store ") whatever he was able to give,
thus treasuring up his offering; and on the day when Christians were
accustomed to assemble for worship, that which had been laid aside
or treasured up, would be placed in the common treasury of the church.
The laying by in store would, therefore,· cover the eventuality of
absence from the assembly, yet tlie absent member would not be
denied the privilege of participation, since his offering had already
been put aside, and only waited opportunity to be placed in the
treasury.
If everyone, that is, every member of the church, whether able to
attend or not; whether living at a distance or nearby; whether,
because of distance, attending as a visitor another place of meeting,
or kept at home-if every member on the roll followed this apostolic
order, there would always be "enough and to spare" to meet
current needs.
We commend these principles again to our friends in the spirit of
the apostle who would " stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance." And we would request that comparison be made between
33
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the average weekly amount of offering received with the average weekly
amount required, as given each quarter on the last page of Our Outlook.
And may we be maintained in liberality of giving as we remember
that the Lord still is seated over against the treasury, beholding how
we give!
J. W.
THREE FIRES OF COALS.
" A fire of coals."-JOHN xviii. 18.
THE night was cold when Jesus was betrayed;
Earth shuddered at the traitor's ripened sin;
Where many hands "a fire of coals" had made
A loved disciple sought the warmth within.
Unwatchful when the danger was so near,
His courage overcome by trembling shame,
Three times the testing question met his ear;
" I know Him not! " three times the answer came.
" A fire of coals."-JOHN xxi. 9.
THE Lord of life has risen from the dead,
The mighty Conqueror, to die no more;
"A fire of coals," 'with fish thereon, and bread,
Invites the weary fishers to the shore.
In tender pity, and with threefold love,
Three times the question echoes by the sea,
Intent the heart's sincerity to prove;
"Simon, thou son of Jonas, lov'st thou Me 1 "
"Thou knowest, Lord ,,_three times the answer came" Thou knowest all things, and that I love Thee" :
My grief-my love is such a tiny flame;
My joy-that it i& part of Thine to me.
"Coals of fire."-SoNG viii. 6.

My gracious Lord, herein my love can rest;
No flood can quench Thy changeless love to me:
And Thine own love secures through every test
That none shall quench my feeble love to Thee.
W ILLIAM W ILEMAN.
September 11th, 1936.
(~he above was written without any knowledge of The Family
Portion for this month.-ED. G. M.)
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THE REV. WM. ROMAINE, M.A., ON THE
INCARNATE REDEEMER.
(From the Rev. W. Romaine's Letters.)
I DO~not forget you nor your last favour. Till memory fail me, I hope
in a grateful mind to retain a sweet sense of your kindness to me.
Blessed be His name! I have a desire put into my heart by my
Heavenly Lover to spread His fame and glory as far as my tongue
can reach: and for what else do I take up my pen but to make mention
of Him, even of Him only? the favourite theme of His redeemed on
earth-the triumph of the same redeemed, when they come to Sion
with everlasting joy upon their heads and in their hearts. My
meditation of Him is now sweet: in one single point of view I am.
beholding him, and in th!J.t He is all glorious. 0 that the faithful
witness for Him may give you to feel what I have felt of His incarnate
love! May the Spirit glorify in your soul that greatest, that standing
miracle of Jehovah's everlasting grace, by letting you know that
for you a Child was born, for you a Son was given, even Immanuel
Himself-God with us, and God for us. I will try to lead you, by
the light of revelation, into some of the wonders of this transaction,
as they have been manifested with life and power unto my own
heart.
The Scripture is a full description of the purposes of the Divine
will from eternity to eternity. Therein we find a council held, before
all worlds, between the Holy Trinity, and the decrees of this council,
confirmed by the Covenant and oath of each of the Divine persons.
This was the great contrivance of heaven, and it lay in the bosom of
Jehovah with infinite delight. He viewed it as the richest display of
all His Divine perfections, in which, and for which, His glory would be
admired and enjoyed by His creatures for ever and for ever. Immanuel
was the centre of this Covenant-His becoming surety for His peopletaking flesh for them-living and dying, that the Divine honours of
the holiness, and truth, and justice of the Godhead might shine forth
in full-orbed glory, for showing mercy to poor sinners-this was, this
is, this will be the eternal subject of praise. Hear how the Father
triumphs in the Son of His love-behold My servant, Whom I uphold
-Mine Elect, in Whom My soul delighteth. And again, with a voice
from heaven, " This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased."
All the counsels, decrees, and works of Jehovah terminate, yea begin
and end, in this blessed Immanuel; and therefore, when the angels
were created, the purpose of Jehovah's taking flesh was manifested
to them; and proclamation was made, "Let all the angels of God
worship Him." Pride arose in the heart of Lucifer and his companions: their will opposed the will of the eternal Three in this
matter, for which they were cast out of heaven, and have opposed
Christ and His people ever since.
Then this world was created for the carrying into execution the
purposes of the everlasting Covenant. Man, the object of the Deity's
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delight, as made in the image of God-part of two worlds-a body
of earth, an immortal spirit-by the one connected to matter and
sense, by the other to God, the Father of spirits. The enemy of Jesus
attacked Eve, and beguiled her through his subtlety. Adam was not
deceived, but fell by listening to his material and sensual part. He
preferred his wife to God, and so lost his image, knowledge, righteousness, and holiness.
Upon this the revelation of the Covenant was made, and the incarnation of Jehovah was made known, as the ground of faith and hope,
and of return again to God in the way of love and gratitude. As clear
as words can speak, and signs declare, the promised Seed of the woman
was to attack Satan, and was to bruise his head, where his poison lies,
and thereby to deliver His people. For this purpose the Father sent
Him into the world, that He. might deliver us from the power of
darkness, and translate us into the kingdom of His dear Son. I
believe, from the evidence of Scripture, that Adam, and all believers
downwards, had as clear a view of the incarnation of Jehovah, and
of the reasons for His taking flesh, as you and I have; and with as
warm hearts as we can, have they rejoiced in the God of their salvation.
Hear one of them, how he stands amazed at this miracle of mercy" But will God indeed dwell with men on the earth?" And mind the
pious breathings of his holy father-how he longed for Christmas!
" 0 that the salvation was come unto Israel out of Zion! 0 that the
Lord would deliver his people out of captivity! Then shall Jacob
rejoice, and Israel shall be glad." That he would come, was the
ground of hope to all believers in every age; and there were many
of them waiting when he came, who blessed God for letting them see
with their eyes his great salvation. At the fixed moment, when the
fulness of time was come, there was a chosen vessel most graciously
fitted and humbled for this miraculous conception. She was highly
favoured, high in grace, meek, and lowly in heart; and of her, by
the power of the Holy Ghost, was that holy child conceived-of her,
the virgin mother, was he born-a babe, helpless as we are. Here is
Love! 0 what a miracle-God incarnate! And yet like us in all
things-an infant. Be astoni~hed, ye heavens! and adore, thou
earth! this miracle of miracles !
He is born among us, grows up as we do; a child, a youth, a mantrue and very man. Bu~, 0 the rapturous thought! He is Jehovah.
Think, 0 think what that blessed woman felt when she broke out
into this sweet hymn-My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. There is my honour-not that He
is my son, but that He is God, my Saviour. He took my nature,
that I might take His: He lived for me, that by His obedience I
might be made righteous: he suffered my punishment, that I might
never suffer it: He bore my curse, to redeem me from the curse of
the law: He was forsaken of God His Father, that I might never be
forsaken; He died to give me life: He rose again, to take possession
of lif~ for me: He ascended in our nature, and is glorified in it: What
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He has, I shall have: His honours, His crown and dignity, His fulness
of joy and bliss-all, all are mine: What He is, what He was, is for me;
for He is God, my Saviour. Happy, thrice happy, Mary, virgin mother!
Yea, happy, thrice happy too, Mrs. - - . Is not the new born King your
King ~ Is not the child Jesus your God ~ He is, He is; you cannot
deny it. 0 come then, my dear friend, let us praise His precious
name, and let us magnify His love together. Soon, yet a very little
while, and we shall be with Him; we shall be like Him. 0 what
a thought is that, like Him. Yes, when we come where He is, the
glory of that sun of righteousness will shine upon us, yea, will shine into
us, and He will make us what He is. We shall then be happy partakers
of all that was with delight in the breast of J ehovah from eternity;
all will be fulfilled. The Father's richest love, the most exalted grace
of the Spirit, will flow, through the infinitely blessed Immanuel, into
all His glorified members. This is the accomplishment of the everlasting Covenant. In this the eternal three will take eternal delight.
Jehovah will rest in His love. And through that Godman will the
Godhead have full, perfect, and everlasting glory, honour, worship,
blessing, and praise, from the full choir. You will sing aloud, in as
high a key as anyone of them all. Complain you may, and of yourself
you ought; but then it will be all praise-all wonder-that you should
be chosen, elect of God, partaker of His Covenant-love, this distinguishing grace will make you a happy, willing debtor to Immanuel, for
ever and ever.
Thus, looking backward or forward, I see all the purposes and works
of God bearing respect to this wonderful Person. He was set up
from everlasting as the Alpha, and He will be to everlasting the Omega;
for in all things He must have the pre-eminence. He has it above.
o that we may ascribe more of it to Him below: and you will, if you
can pierce with the eagle eye of faith within the veil. There you will
behold Immanuel enthroned, and all the host of heaven worshipping
at His feet, admiring and adoring, because sharing in, His Divine
excellencies. The beautY..J)f this sight makes an eternal heaven.
Then, if your faith has any ears to hear, listen. 0 what melody do
they make !-what notes do these golden harps strike !-what voices
accompany them !-what a harmony! The words I understandthey are singing salvation to our God, Who sitteth upon the throne,
and to the Lamb, for ever. But their manner of singing is peculiar
to the place. The air can form no such sounds: they can be only
in the e~ement of heaven. When your faith comes down from this
high flight, and it is not capable of being long there, then look around
you; and whatever object your eyes first fix upon if they be spiritually
exercised, you will see some ray of our Immanuel's glory. The book
of nature is the outward record of His fame. Some of His great
achievements are engraved in every part of the creation....,-The sun,
moon, and stars, the earth, with all its productions, in full concert
join the choir above, and all in perfect unison sound forth the glory
of our Immanuel. And suppose I direct your eye to an object which
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I know you do not like to look at---yourself-even there I can find (0
that y.ou may) as great a proof of the Redeemer's glory as anywhere
else upon earth: for, what are you? Are you not a poor, miserable,
helpless sinner? His crown depends upon His saving such. What
do you feel within you ?-tell all your complaints. These just fit you
to live upon the Saviour's fulness. Look at your outward estate:
tell me that part of it which does not display the Saviour's glory.
What does fortune say, and health, and friends? (I put myself in)Let me be their mouth. We are all the gifts of Jesus' rich love-love
Him for bestowing us upon you; and the more you have, love Him more.
And, mind, you cannot, you never will, love Him too much. Tryput forth all your strength-He will still be above your affection, the
best, the utmost of it. I wish you much of his company this Christmas
-many a sweet visit from Him. When you are very familiar, put
a word in for me. 0 how I long to be more intimate with Him. But
He is kind, indeed; exceedingly kind. Dearest, dearest Jesus!May He never leave you without some token of His love !-Paper fails
-Farewell.
W. R.
MIRACLES.
"WE have no right to expect miracles now. If miracles were continually in the Church, they would cease to be miracles. We never
see them in the Bible except at some great crisis in the Church's
history, such as the deliverance of Israel from Egypt. They were
not meant to be the constant diet of the Church, but a rare and
occasional privilege. The Irvingite theory, that the Church would
always have miraculous gifts, if men only had faith, seems to me a
violent straining of this text" (John xiv. 12).-Bishop Ryle's Expository Thoughts on St. John.
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)l)oung folks' lPage.

THE WITHERED TREE.
" Is that the Vicarage garden that you can see from here 1 " I asked.
I was taking my leave of a sick old woman I had come to see, and as
I got up to go, I caught a glimpse through the window of a bit of the
neighbouring garden, still bright with a few late-flowering plants.
" Oh, yes, it is," said Mrs. Lane; "the Vicar's ever such a nice gentleman. He came in some time back, and asked me if I would mind
if he went to put a tree in over again our wall. And I said, Certainly,
I would'nt mind-I'd like to be good neighbours-like, and he wont
do nothing without he asks me first." Mrs. Lane's plaintive voice
ceased a moment, and then she added, mournfully, "But he ain't
done much good." I knew at once that she meant the tree, not the
Vicar, and going back to the window, I looked out on such a depressing
sight. What must have been a small tamarisk had been planted
against the dividing wall; but it was utterly withered and dried up,
and looked such a brown scorched thing. "'Twas meant to be an
evergreen," continued the old lady, sadly, as if to impress me with all
the seriousness of the calamity.
It was really very sad, and I felt so sorry for the disappointed owner
of the garden. I could not get the dead tree out of my mind, especially
as the last tamarisks that I remembered seeing made a lovely hedge
round a beautiful churchyard in Cornwall. How charming they were,
tossing their green feathery branches. The poor withered tree was
very different; true, it was still a tree, but there the likeness ended.
There was not the slightest hope of any flowers or fruit, nor of any new
growth of pretty green fronds; it was only useless and ugly, and I
think presently the Vicar will have to take an axe and chop it down.
There will be nothing for it but to throw it on a bonfire with the
weeds. I must look next time I go to see Mrs. Lane, and watch how
long the poor dead tree is left to spoil the garden.
Dead trees and living trees side by side! And on them both God
sends the same rain and sunshine. It reminds me of the people in
your town, who would all call themselves Christians if you asked them
what their religion was. To them all God gives the same privileges:
The right to read the Bible without fear of its being taken away from
them; churches and chapels in great numbers; Christian laws safeguarding their lives and property. All are like trees set in the same
garden; but not all alive; many are withered and dead, trees only in
name. Are you a green tree 1 Or a dry one 1 A real Christian 1 Or
only a make-believe 1 If you did not belong to a Christian family,
you would hardly be reading this Magazine, so I expect you call yourself
a Christian. Just as I suppose my withered tree claims to be a tree ;
but it is dead, whereas the Cornish tamarisks were alive. That is the
difference between the two kinds of trees, and it is the same difference
between the true Christian and the nominal one; the one has life, the
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other has none. Can you say that you have a living faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ ~ You may say that you believe everything the Bible
says, and you go to church twice every Sunday, and at school you
get good reports, and grown-up people remark on your nice manners,
and at home you are at any rate as good as your brothers and sisters.
"But none of that shows that you are alive unto God; it is all just the
result of the good training that your father and mother have given you.
I will tell you three things about" the trees of the Lord." They
are " the planting of the Lord," the work of His hands. If there is
any life in your soul, it is because the Lord has planted there His living
seed. It may be just a feeble little shoot, so feeble that you cannot
be sure whether it really is alive; but if He has begun a good work in
you, He will surely finish it. Often one of the first signs of spiritual
life is a weariness of the things of the world, and a longing for the
things of Christ. If you have this, you may be encouraged to hope
that in you the Lord has planted His living seed. The trees of the
Lord are" trees of righteousness"; those who believe in Jesus have
been taught that their own righteousness is nothing better than" filthy
rags"; but their sins have been laid on the Lord Jesus Christ, and He
has covered them with His own robe of righteousness. The trees of
the Lord are" full of sap," for the Holy Spirit dwells in the hearts of
the children of God, nourishing them, and causing them to bring forth
the fruits that you read of in the fifth chapter of Galatians.
Here is a picture of a true Christian: "Blessed is the man that
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be as
a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the
river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green;
and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from
DAMARIS.
yielding fruit" (Jer. xvii. 7, 8).
JOHN NEWTON'S CALVINISM.
" IF you mean by a rigid Calvinist, one who is fierce, dogmatical, and
censorious, and ready to deal out anathemas against all who differ
from him, I hope I am no more such a one than I am a rigid Papist.
But as to the doctrines which are now stigmatized by the name of
Calvinism, I cannot well avoid the epithet rigid, while I believe them:
for there seems to be no medium between holding them, and not
holding them; between ascribing salvation to the will of man, or the
power of God; between grace and works (Rom. xi. 6); between being
found in the righteousness of Christ, or in my own (Phi!. iii. 9). Did
the harsh consequences often charged upon the doctrine called
Calvinistic, really belong to it, I should have much to answer for,
if I had invented it myself, or taken it upon trust from Calvin; but
as I find it in the Scriptures I cheerfully embrace it, and leave it to the
Lord to vindicate His Own truth and His ways from all the imputations
which have been cast upon them."-(Quoted by J. A. Haldane,
Doctrine of the Atonement, p. 294.)
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GO PEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND.-I have now in God's goodness commenced another
year of service in the book-mission work. Many encouraging letters
have reached me, although it is only possible to publish a few.
Only
this week a friend wrote: "I feel it is wonderful how our Gracious God
enables you to continue the good work." As I look back I stand
amazed at His goodness in enabling me to go on, considering my frailness
and the dimness of my remaining eye. But it is just like our Covenant
God, all praise be to Him! In this year, the four hundredth anniversary
of the death of William Tyndale, we have sought to distribute many
little books concerning him amongst our men. One of the sayings of
the great man was, "Read God's Word diligently, and with a good
heart, and it shall teach thee all things." A missionary to soldiers
writes: "Our very grateful thanks to you for your most acceptable
gift of Gospel literature, and for your prayerful support that the Lord
may add His blessing to those who receive it. The men are particularly thoughtful just now with so many going to Palestine, and, oh, how
we long and pray they may know the Lord as their Saviour before they
leave our shores. Again, thank you so much. With Christian love."
Another writes: "Will you forgive delay in answering your parcel
and letter so kindly sent, all of which is of great value in the work?
I am exceedingly glad of Gospel scripture portions, New Testaments,
etc., just now with so many thousands of troops sailing for Palestine.
Things look dark, do they not? May we not look up, ready to hail
with gladness Him for Whom we wait? In your weakness may you
be kept in great peace, knowing that His grace is sufficient alway.
Since writing you last I have had a severe accident which laid me aside
for ten or twelve weeks. My wife (my very faithful co-worker and
helpmeet) sends warm greetings." Major Henry Abel Smith wrote,
" I was much interested in the rep(}rt you sent me of your work, and
think it wonderful of you to carry it on. I enclose a small donation
(one guinea) towards the carrying on of the work."
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Touerdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, October 3rd, 1936.

" THE Holy Ghost is given to the Church of the elect, ' to abide with
them' until Christ comes the second time. He is intended to supply
all the need of believers, and to fill up all that is wanting while Christ's
visible presence is removed. He is sent to abide with and help them
until Christ returns."-Bishop J. C. Ryle.
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In ;fthmonam.
MR. FREDERICK E. B. SECRETT.
(Communicated. )
ON Sunday, Sept. 27th, Mr. Frederick Secrett, of Ealing, died suddenly
at Westcliff, where he was taking a holiday. He had been in failing
health since 1930, when in his seventy-fifth year, he suffered a severe
nervous breakdown which was followed by an attack of double
pneumonia. Until that date he had been a strong and active man.
Mr. Secrett was the eldest son of his father, who died in 1881,
leaving a widow and a large family to be cared for. With no assets
other than a clear head and an honest heart, a great capacity for work,
and a steadfast determination to make the best use of very slender
resources, he carried on the business of which his father had only
begun to lay the foundations. His natural ability, sound judgment,
and gracious character, won for him in the course of years the
unfeigned respect of all who had dealings with him.
A man of deep spiritual insight, he found in the Strict Baptist
Church at North Road, Brentford, an instrument of Christian good,
and in those early days friendships were begun which ended only
with death.
He was the last surVivor of the deacons who held office when in
1892, Mr. Mutimer began his ministry at North Road, a ministry
under which he was greatly helped. At the burial service, Mr.
Mutimer bore witness to the value of this lifelong, faithful, friendship,
and was able to speak, with a confidence which impressed many
people who were present to honour the memory of the dead, of the
certainty of reunion in the eternal light with the friend whose pilgrimage
was ended.
By conviction a Calvinist, Mr. Secrett held, in common with his
friends at Brentford, a noble conception of the Sovereignty of God;
but his Calvinism was never tainted by the intolerance which discredited much of the alleged -Calvinism of a past generation. His
experience of the Sovereignty of God never dulled his sense of the
Divine love and pity for fallen humanity.
Mr. Secrett was a great lover of children, who responded to his
love. For sixty years he devoted himself to service in the Sunday
School, and was in his class on Sunday, September 13th, fourteen
days before his sudden death. He was never happier than when
trying to lead young souls to the Lord Jesus; and many a difficult
boy has been won by the tender affection which was always so evident,
even in the exercise of rebuke and discipline.
Himself the subject of very deep conviction of sin, he spoke out
of a full heart to the children, and his appeal was never spoiled by
mere sentimentality or surface emotion. One of his favourite verses
was:-
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"Blessed is the youth who sees and feels
Himself just what God's Book reveals,
Who humbly owns his dreadful fall
And looks to Jesus as his all."

It was in 1912 that Mrs. Secrett died after a period of great suffering,
and her husband never recovered from this loss. To the end of his
life he mourned for her, cherished her gracious memory, and devoted
himself to the good of his children, a daughter and six sons, who will
never cease to thank God for such parents. With one consent they
bear witness that it was the grace shining in their parents' lives
that first led them to want to know the God Whom their parents
loved.
Mr. Secrett's intimate friends knew him as a man of intellect and
of wide reading. In all his reading the Bible held the first place.
E,erything in life was brought into the searching light of the Word
of God, and submitted unreservedly to its authority.
His character was developed in adversity. The memory of the
privations and struggles of early days, before and after his father's
death, never left him, and he was always moved by a very tender
regard for poor and suffering people, to whose help and succour he
devoted himself unsparingly.
He was a man greatly beloved, and his own family are not alone
in mourning his departure. But the grief of those who so loved him
is tempered by the certainty of reunion in resurrection life. He was
ready to depart, and death did not come to him unexpected. He
could truly say in the noble words of Mr. Standfast: "I see myself
now at the end of my journey; my toilsome days are ended. I am
going now to see that Head that was crowned with thorns, and that
face which was spit upon for me. I have formerly lived by hearsay
and faith; but now I go where I shall live by sight, and shall be
with Him in Whose company I delight myself. I have loved to hear
my Lord spoken of; and wherever I have seen the print of His shoe
in the earth, there have I coveted to set my foot too. His Name
has been to me as a civet box; yea, sweeter than all perfumes. His
voice to me has been most sweet; and His countenance I have more
desired than they that have most desired the light of the sun. His
Word I did use to gather for my food, and for antidotes against my
faintings. He has held me, and I have kept me from mine iniquities;
yea, my steps hath He strengthened in His way."
(The writer of the above says, " He was, as you know, an appreciative reader of the magazine for many years." Our warm and tender
Christian sympathy is extended to the family.-Editor, GOSPEL
:MAGAZINE.)
"EARN, if you want; if you abound impart;
These both are pleasures to the feeling heart."
(Cowper.)
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WHY LATIMER AND RIDLEY WERE BURNED.
THE sentence of condemnation pronounced on Latimer, as was previously pronounced upon Ridley, indicates why they and other
Reformers were burned at the stake in the reign of Queen Ma.ry. It
is as follows: "Forasmuch as the said Hugh Latimer did affirm,
maintain, and stubbornly defend certain opinions, assertions, and
heresies, contrary to the Word of God and the received faith of the
Church, as in denying the true and natural body of Christ, and His
natural blood to be in the sacrament of the altar; secondly, in affirming the substance of brl:ad and wine to remain after the words of
consecration; thirdly, in denying the mass to be a lively sacrifice
of the Church for the quick and the dead: therefore the judges did
condemn him as a heretic, adjudged him presently to be degraded
from all ecclesiastical orders, declared him to be no member of the
Church, excommunicated him with the great excommunication, and
committed him to the secular powers to receive due punishment.". (The Life of I£atimer, by Rev. R. Demaus, M.A., pp. 179, 180.)
Yet these doctrines are virtually taught and held to-day by large
numbers of ministers in the Church of England.

BISHOP LATIMER AND THE LORD'S COMING.
IN Latimer's last address to the people of England written a few months
before his martyrdom, he wrote: "Pray for me your poor brother and
fellow-sufferer for God's sake: His name therefore be praised. And
let us pray to God that He of His mercy will vouchsafe to make both
you and me meet to suffer with good consciences for His name's sake.
Die once we must; how and where we know not. Happy are they
whom God giveth to pay nature's debt (I mean to die) for His sake.
Here is not our home; let us therefore accordingly consider things,
having always before our eyes that heavenly Jerusalem, and the way
thereunto in persecution. And let us consider all the dear friends of
God, how they have gone after the example of our Saviour Jesus Christ;
Whose footsteps let us also follow, even to the gallows (if God will be
so), not doubting but as He rose again the third day, even so shall we
do at the time appointed of God, that is, when the trump shall blow,
and the angel shall shout, and the Son of man shall appear in the clouds,
with innumerable saints and angels, in His Majesty and great glory,
and the dead shall arise, and we shall be cl!ught up into the clouds,
to meet the Lord, and to be always with Him. Comfort yourselves
with these words, and pray for me for the Lord's sake;; and God be
merciful unto us all. Amen. Hugh L."
(Life of Latimer, by Rev. R. Demaus, M.A., pp. 176, 177.)
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FAITH, THE GIFT OF GOD.
" THE Reformers connected faith as the receptive organ or hand by
which men receive the imputed righteousness which justifies us in the
closest possible way with the operation of the Holy Spirit as its author
or producing cause. While they asserted the first point, that justification before God proceeds only from faith, they asserted not less strongly
he econd point, that faith in the heart proceeds only from God's Spirit.
And all on occasions they declared that if there be allowed in man any
natural power or natural capacity for believing without the operation
of the Holy Spirit, this inevitably overthrows at the second stage the
very doctrine of grace which had been laid as the foundation of all."(Smeaton on The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, p. 347.)
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
ON Wednesday, Oct. 7th, the 102nd Anniversary of the Camberwell
Home, took place in the Chapel of the Home. Since the opening of
the Home in 1834, 449 aged pilgrims have spent their closing years
there, appreciating the quiet afforded and the Christian intercourse
enjoyed.
A good company gathered in the afternoon, when the Rev. W. S.
Baker, of Stratford, preached an appropriate sermon from Acts xii. 5,
" Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without
ceasing of the Church unto God for him."
After pointing out the prominence given to prayer, in the New
Testament, Mr. Baker dwelt upon the following points: "A man
of God in a strange place," "The unceasing prayer of the Church,"
" The angel's visit and Peter's deliverance."
The evening meeting was presided over by Mr. J. C. Dennis. Mr.
orris J. Parks read the fourteenth chapter of John, and Mr. E. J.
Edwards offered prayer. In a few opening remarks, the Chairman
referred to the benefits of the Society, the beauty of the Homes, and
the spirit in which the work should be carried on.
The Rev. J. T. Peters emphasized the Scriptural basis of the Society,
and gave an address on " Divine Ability" (Dan. iii. 17). The Rev.
W. S. Baker alluded to the widely extended help given by the Society
and then spoke on "Christian Charity," "Grace be with all them
that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity."
The Autumn Meeting of the Hornsey Rise Home will be held on
Friday, Nov. 6th. The Lady Visitors will hold their Sale of Work
at 3 o'clock, and in the evening at 6.30, a service will be held in the
Chapel, conducted by the Rev. John Raven.
The current Quarterly Record contains a portrait of the late Mr.
Samuel Hoult, and several items of interest.
" THE' devil allows no Christian to reach heaven with clean feet an
the way."-Luther.
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CHINA CALLING. By the Rev. Frank Houghton, B.A., Bishopdesignate in East Szechwan. Pp. 194. Price, paper covers, 1/6 ;
cloth, 2/6. (China Inland Mission, Newington Green, London,
N.16, or Religious Tract Society, 4, Bouverie Street, London,
E.C.4.)
The writer of this handsomely bound and well-printed book has
spent sixteen years in the fellowship of the China Inland Mission.
Seven of those years were given to active service in China. Seven
more years have been spent in England as Editorial Secretary of the
China Inland Mission. In addition he and his wife went on a special
visit to China recently and travelled extensively there, visiting scores
of Mission Stations, and conversing with hundreds of Chinese Christians
and foreign missionaries. His book is therefore the outcome of wide
acquaintance with China. The titles of its ten chapters sufficiently
indicate the scope of the book. These titles are: "The Land and the
People," " A Historical Sketch," "Language and Social Conditions,"
" China-the Nation," " Religion in China," " Christianity in China,"
" The Chinese Church-Is it Indigenous? " "The Chinese ChurchIts Life and Leadership," " Methods of Evangelism," " The Unfinished
Task."
No one who reads the book will doubt that it is full of historical
facts about the great country of China, and that it indicates extensive
knowledge of that vast country.
The population of China is estimated to be 485,000,000, yet, despite
the work of a large number of missionaries there are only 500,000
Protestant Communicants scattered throughout the country. We
cannot avoid thinking that the professing Church at home very
lamentably fails in obedience to the Lord's command to go into all
the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.
It is appalling to think of the vast amount of money spent on vestments, candles, incense, pastoral staves, pectoral cros es, music,
organs, and unnecessarily expensive Church building, besides the
unnecessary luxuries in whicli even the Lord's true people are prone
to indulge. There seems to be a loud call for the renunciation of the
pomps and vanity of the ecclesiastical world, and a vastly larger
liberality on the part of the living Church of God.
The awful spiritual darkness of heathen countries should surely call
out the Christian sympathy, liberality, prayer, and interest on a
vastly larger scale than exists at present. How solemn to think that
there are two thousand less missionaries in China than there were
ten years ago (p. 117). "Manv of those who left the field (however)
in 1926-7 were on the staff of institutions which felt the full force of
the anti-foreign propaganda, and their objective had been cultural
rather than evangelistic." Thus" the loss to Christ's cause was not
so serious as might be imagined" (p. 117). It is satisfactory to read

-.

The Gospel Magazine

505

that "the reduction in the number of missionaries has affected
modernists far more than conservatives" (p. 126).
Many Chinese Christians put English professing Christians to shame,
as the following statement shows. "It would be nothing unusual to
hear that some of them had walked ten or fifteen miles to Church,
though this is rarely possible for women on their tiny feet" (p. 138).
Thi is an up-to-date book on China which all who are interested in
that country would do well to read.
THE GOINGS OF GOD. By John S. Hall, M.A. Price 6d. (Sudan
Interior Mission, 18, John Street, Bedford Row, London, W.C.l.)
The title, "The Goings of God," is based on a verse in the sixtyeighth psalm, where we read, " They have seen Thy goings, 0 God;
even the goings of my God, my King, in the sanctuary." The thought
uggested seems to be that the marvellous results which have followed
the preaching of the Gospel to the Tangales in Nigeria, West Africa,
was solely due to the power of God.
" In September, 1916, the leaders of the Sudan Interior Mission sent
two young missionaries-C. G. Beacham and J. S. Hall-into the
Tangale country." In February of the following year these two
young men, after walking for fourteen days, beyond the railhead,
began the work of evangelizing the Cannibal Tangales. These people
were" naked eaters of human flesh." They were sunk in the darkness
of heathen and spiritual ignorance. They were unable to read or
write, and had no books. The word for "book" did not exist in
their language. For eleven years Mr. Hall, for the major number of
these months, devoted eight hours daily, often ten, in translation work.
By the spring of 1930 the whole New Testament was translat~d, and
in July, 1932, an edition of 2000 printed copies was published. A
thousand copies have been sold to the Tangales, and only those who
can read and who have professed conversion purchase the volume.
Two Bible Schools have been formed, and 500 students attend to
study the Word of God. The native Christians have at their own cost
built two Church buildings, one holding 800 persons and the other a
thousand, besides erecting two Bibl.e Schools. Thus, in the course of
twenty years God has indeed wonderfully owned the testimony and
work of His servants in one of the darkest places of the earth, and
demonstrated that the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation.
This pamphlet is illustrated almost on every page, and proves that God
i still gathering out His elect.

-----

THE

OF TO-DAY'S CITIES AND TOWNS. By John Quincy Adams.
Pp. 160. Price 2/-. (Thynne & Co. Ltd., 28-30, Whitefriars
Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.)
Our view of this book is that the writer's exposition of some of the
prophecies is very fanciful and far-fetched, and it cannot be regarded
as ound exegesis.
DOOM
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CONVENT LIFE UNVEILED. By Edith O'Gorman. Pp. 160. Price 1/-.
(Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, KCA.)
This is the 36th Edition of this well-known book. Three hundred
and thirty thousand copies have been printed, and it has been translated into French, German, Portuguese, Spanish, Italian, Norwegian,
and into other languages. The authoress was a nun for six years in
two American convents. In one of them she was for one year Sister
Superior. She says: "I escaped from the convent to save my honour
-dearer to me than life-without money, and in the nun's dress. I
was converted through God's powerful grace on Aug. 29th, 1869, and
in two weeks began my work for God."
The publishers say, "Truth is stranger and stronger than fiction,
and in this autobiography Miss Edith O'Gorman reveals 'a system
which is a disgrace to civilization' (p. 62). She shows how refractory
and rebellious nuns are kept shut up in dungeons on bread and water
until they go mad or fill an early grave; how some died; and there
were others whose mysterious disappearance was never accounted for.
More sordid things are disclosed with the natural reserve of a woman,
and a woman who not only escaped the Convent system but who was
definitely converted to Christ. It is the story of a faithful woman
whom Rome attempted to kill. It is a book to be universally read,
and will help, not only to save piously simple young women from the
wrongs and sufferings of these living Convent tombs, but to stir public
opinion for their Government Inspection."
We have received HAPPY GREETINGS from the Lord's Day Observance
Society, 22, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.I. It is the Pocket Diary
and Daily Text Book for 1937. Single copies can be had post free for
2td. and 6 copies for 1/3.

-----

We have received the Quarterly Record of the Trinitarian Bible Society.
Price 2d. (T.B.S. Office, 7, Bury Street, Bloomsbury, W.C.1.)
Its proIninent feature is an address by the Rev. A. G. D. Bartlett,
Vicar of Bovingdon, Herts, on " The Story of the Founding, Life and
Work of the Trinitarian Bible Society."
" OUR ANSWER TO THE MODERN INFIDEL" is the title of six tracts
by Mr. Newman Watts, dealing with present-day attacks on Religion.
They will be sent free to anyone applying to Mr. ewman Watts,
29, Paternoster Row, London, KCA.
THE VATICAN AND SPAIN. Pp. 16. Price 2td. post free. (Protestant
Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, KC.4.)
The publishers say of this pamphlet, that it " tears off the Roman
mask and reveals the Church as the active, initiating partner of the
, Fascist-Clerical Front' which has plunged Spain into its worst civil
war."

