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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OORINTHIANS i.4.

THE HAND OF GOD.
"Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this
Jordan on dry land. For the LORD your GOD dried up the
waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were passed over, as
the LORD your GOD did to the Red Sea, which He dried up from
before us, un~il we were gone over: that all the people of the
earth might know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty: that
ye might fear the LORD your GOD for ever."-J OSHUA iv. 22-24.

THE twenty-eighth of September, 1938, is a day which needs to be
well remembered, both by all the people of the earth in general and
by the people of GOD in particular, for on that day it became
remarkably evident once more that the hand of the LORD is mighty,
and that nothing is too hard for Him. We were on the verge of
another great war. Herr Hitler had declared that on Saturday,
Oct. 1st, his army would march into that part of Czechoslovakia
known as Sudetenland, and take forcible possession. He had been
warned that if he did so he would precipitate another great world
war.
Our Prime Minister (Mr. Neville Chamberlain) had made two
journeys by air to Herr Hitler to endeavour to bring about an
amicable settlement. Herr Hitler, however, demanded more than
Great Britain, France, and Czechoslovakia had agreed to, and he
was unwilling to give a reasonable time for the arrangement agreed
to, to be carried out. The British fleet was I?obilized, and thousands
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of men were. engaged in digging trenches in London to protect from
air raids; gas masks were being distributed all over England in
towns and villages.
Humanly speaking nothing could prevent one of the most terrible
wars in history from breaking out. The possibility of ten millions
of human beings being hurled into eternity by the awful weapons
of warfare now in vogue was awful to contemplate.
Parliament was specially summoned to meet on Wednesday
afternoon, Sept. 28th, and the House of Commons was filled to
overflowing. Peers and ambassadors and strangers crowded the
galleries. Queen Mary and the Duchess of Kent and others were
in the Speaker's gallery. "On the floor of the House every inch
was occupied by the tense crowd of the rank and file."
Armed with a bundle of documents~ Mr. Chamberlain began his
speech, recording his two interviews with Herr Hitler and all the
efforts· he had made to bring about a peaceful solution. Then a
remarkable climax came. "Lord Halifax was seen to receive a
message in the Peers' Gallery and to hurry out. Lord Dunglass,
the Prime Minister's parliamentary private secretary, left the House
and returned with two sheets of paper, which he passed to Sir
John Simon on the Treasury Bench. The latter scanned them
hastily and tried to bring them to the notice of the Prime Minister.
" Meanwhile Mr. Chamberlain was describing' a last, last effort.'
He had offered Herr Hitler a conference with Great Britain, France,
and Italy. He had sent a personal letter to Signor Mussolini, telling
him of this offer and asking him to help. The Italian Ambassador
in Berlin had been instructed to tell Herr von Ribbentrop that,
though Italy stood by Germany, in view of the great importance
of this offer, Italy asked Herr Hitler to postpone action. And now
Herr Hitler had agreed to ·postpone mobilization for twenty-four
hours.
" By this time Sir John Simon, shifting along the bench, had
succeeded in attracting the Prime Minister's notice and thrust the
two papers into his hand. Mr. Chamberlain studied them in silence
for a full minute. Then, turning back to his audience, he said
quietly: 'I have something more to tell the House.' This was
that Herr Hitler had invited him, M. Daladier, and Signor Mussolini
to a conference at Munich to-morrow morning. The House broke
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into a storm of cheers, members in every part of the House rising
to their feet, and showing the feeling common to those who have
had a nightmare and waked to find it was a dream. When the
cheering died away, the Prime Minister, with deep emotion, said
that there was now one more chance to see what reason and goodwill could do, and to suggest that the debate be adjourned till
Monday.. Responsible Party leaders-Mr. Attlee, Sir Archibald
Sinclair, and Mr. Maxton-all agreed and wished him God-speed.
Mr. Gallacher shouted a protest amid the din of departing members,
but he alone was exempt from the prevailing happiness. Mr.
Churchill walked across amid general applause and shook Mr.
Chamberlain· warmly by the hand. So did. Mr. Greenwood· from
the ranks of the Labour Party. And thus ended with a ray of
light too bright to be moonshine a scene which had opened in the
deepest gloom."-The Times, Thursday, Sept. 29th, 1938.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, who was present in the Peers'
gallery, later in the evening said, "I wish you could all have
witnessed as I did the scene in the crowded House this afternoon
-the most .dramatic scene which I can remember seeing-when
the whole House rose and by its cheers gave the Prime Minister
God-speed. . . . Surely this so sudden and unexpected lifting of
the burden which ·weighed so heavily upon us this very morning
is itself an answer to the great volume of prayer which has been
rising to GOD. More than one Member of Parliament said to me
to-day as we all trooped out into the lobby: 'This is the hand of
GOD' (italics ours). I feel sure that many of you, when you heard
the news, could not help saying: 'Thank GOD!' "-The Times,
Sept. 29th.
On Thursday, Sept. 29th, the conference took place at Munich
with the result, after many hours of discussion, that a peaceable
solution was found, and reasonable time was given for the gradual
occupation of the area to be ceded. Thus a terrible world war,
with all its desolation, sorrow, and woe was for the time being
averted.
Te~egrams and messages from all parts of the world poured in
to Mr. Chamberlain. One post alone brought 2000 letters or
telegrams, showing how great was the relief of millions that a
peaceable solution was found.
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Sunday, Oct. 2nd, was set apart as a day of thanksgiving to
GOD. The Archbishop in his call to thanksgiving said, " No words
are needed to describe the relief which the agreement reached at
Munich has brought to the people of this country and, indeed, of
the world. As Sunday, Sept. 18th, was observed as a day of
national prayer, so Sunday, Oct. 2nd, must needs be observed as a
day of national thanksgiving that by GOD'S mercy we have been
delivered from the imminent danger of war. We cannot, we dare
not, doubt that this sudden uplifting of the cloud which for the
last weeks has darkened and oppressed our life is an answer to the
great volume of prayer which with a most impressive unity and
reality has been rising to GOD."-The Times, Oct. 1st.
A leading article in The Times of Oct. 3rd says, "Who will
venture to deny the part that such intercession may have had in
bringing the days of crisis to their happy end 1 ... No one who
has prayed rightly can fail to join in worship and gratitude when
prayer has received so evident a reply. . . . Here it is enough to
praise GOD that He has crowned with success the efforts of goodwill, thereby saving the world from the illimitable catastrophe of
a general war. Whatever else may be doubtful this is certain,
and this supplies an ample theme for all the praise we can offer."
The article concludes by saying, ".They" (the recent anxious
days), "leave a memory not only of strain but of escape, not only
of fears but of encouragement. 'The LORD hath been mindful of
us, and He will bless us,' declared a psalmist in words which we
may reverently make our own to-day. Faith is more firmly based
on experience. Our thanksgivings are born of profound gratitude
for this present deliverance, yet no less of new and well-justified
hope for all the time to come."
In reference to the day of thanksgiving the King issued a message
in which he said, "The time of anxiety is past, and we have been
able to-day to offer our thanks to the ALMIGHTY for His mercy in
sparing us the horrors of war."
Continuing this article on Oct. 4th, we notice that in the debateon the peace terms in Parliament on Oct. 3rd, the Archbishop of
Canterbury said in the House of Lords, that" he could not refrain
from expressing their thankfulness to almighty GOD for the deliverance which had been brought to them."
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In the House of Commons on the same day the Prime Minister
said, " To-day we all meet in joy and thankfulness that the prayers
of millions have been answered and a cloud of anxiety has been
lifted from our hearts."
Thus the King, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Members of
Parliament, and our leading newspapers all acknowledge that it
was the hand of GOD which in answer to earnest and voluminous
prayer has delivered us from a "War in a form more stark and
terrible than ever before (which) seemed to be staring us in the
face."
It is a remarkable fact that the ordinary Second Lesson appointed
to be read in Church of England places of worship, on Sunday,
Oct. 3rd, the day of thanksgiving, contained the words, " Now unto
Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto Him
be glory in the Church by CHRIST JESUS throughout all ages, world
without end. Amen" (Ephes. iii. 20, 21).
The same words occur also in "the Epistle," which in many
churches would also be read at the morning service on that day.
Thus twice over worshippers would be reminded of GOD'S power
and ability to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think, and they would also be reminded that the glory for answers
to prayer shall be ascribed to Him.
In a remarkable, striking, sudden, and unexpected way the
hand of GOD has been stretched out to deliver us, and we need to
keep thankfully in remembrance this great exhibition of His power,
and this striking answer to our prayers.
It needs to be noticed, however, that when Joshua reminded the
children of Israel of the power which GOD displayed at the Red Sea
and at the River Jordan on their behalf, he said, " that all the people
of the earth might know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty: that
ye 1night fear the LORD your GOD for ever."
Thus one design of the putting forth of GOD'S hand of power was
-to influence them to reverence His name for ever. This, their
whole history shows, they often failed to do. This, too, is a failure,
a marked failure in our own nation. Many have been the exhibitions of GOD'S hand of power on behalf of our nation in the past.
The Reformation, the deliverance from the Gunpowder Plot, the
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landing of William of Orange, and the Evangelical Revival were
all displays of His power. Yet how little there is of the fear of
GOD in our land to-day.
How widespread is the national failure to reverence GOD'S name,
to reverence His Word, and to reverence His day. Moreover, how
widespread is the apostasy from His truth in all or most of the
denominations.
On the day when Mr. Chamberlain returned from the Munich
Conference wewere in London, having gone there to join with others
in re-affirming Reformation truths. We purchased an evening
paper, and found that four out of its six pages were occupied in
betting news. Personally we know nothing about these things,
but we know that even in small villages hundreds of football
pool letters are collected by our postmen, and there is abundant
evidence that the love of money, which· is a root. of all evil,
abounds .on every hand. In addition, one of the evils of the
times is that men are "lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
GOD."
There can be no doubt that sin abounds in our land. GOD is
forgotten, His Word is neglected and rejected, and His day is
desecrated. We are guilty of national, ecclesiastical, and personal
sins, and we deserve the judgment of GOD to be visited upon us.
War is one of His sore judgments, and we need at this time to
humble ourselves before Him for our many national sins, lest He
should at a later period visit us with the judgment which we deserve.
There came a time in the history of GOD'S ancient people when" the
wrath of the LORD arose against His people, till there was no
remedy" (2 Chron. xxxvi. 16).
May we as a nation, as churches, and as individuals humble
ourselves under His mighty hand. May we also take comfort from
the assurance of Ezra that, " The hand of our GOD is upon all them
for good that seek Him," not forgetting, however, the solemn
additional words, "His power and His wrath is against all them
that forsake Him" (Ezra viii. 22).

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
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LORD BALDWIN AND "THE FINGER OF GOD."
IN his speech on the P~ace Terms in the House of Lords on Tuesday,
Oct. 4th, Lord Baldwin said, "All the peoples of Europe have
looked down into the volcano this last week, and they have begun
to ask questions. I do not believe there is a country in the world,
and I include Germany and Italy, where men are not asking:
, Where are we going ~ What is there in the policy of our leaders
which has brought us to this vision ~' When men begin to ask
these questions they will never rest until they have had an answer.
It might be well, going through what we have experienced, if that
should be the result in many countries of the world. For those
who went through the experiences of last week, not in Governments,
but private individuals, it was an experience we shall not forget.
To-day is Tuesday. It was only last Wednesday that the Prime
Minister spoke in the House of Commons. I sat next to Viscount
Halifax, and up to the middle of the Prime. Minister's speech I
do not believe there was any thought in the minds of anyone
present but that war was inevitable.
"My mind went back to that day in August, 1914, and I have
never forgotten Edward Grey's face; it was the face of a man who
looked as though he had been through hell. I thought the skies
were completely black. The prayers of the nation had been
ascending night and day, not only in this country but in other
countries, and no answer had come. In the middle of that speech
the Foreign Secretary was handed a telegram, and he showed it to
me. It was the long expected answer to the Prime Minister's
invitation. It was just as though the finger of God had drawn a
rainbow across the sky and had ratified again His Covenant with
the children of men.
"The children of men of all nations have their part to play now in
these fleeting hours that are before us. May the rulers of all the
nations of these peoples be guided with understanding and with
knowledge."-The Times, Wednesday, Oct. 5th, 1938.

r
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SEVEN UNITIES.
" There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope
of your calling,. one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all, Who is above all, and through all, and in YO~l all."
EPHESIANS iv. 4-6.'

THE apostle in this chapter had been exhorting the Ephesian saints
to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they were called. They
were to seek to be lowly, meek, longsuffering, and forbearing. They
were to endeavour to keep the unity produced by the Holy Spirit
in the bond of peace. This leads him to speak of seven unities, all
associated with the unity produced by the Spirit. To these seven
unities we propose to draw the attention of our readers. The
declaration which the apostle makes concerning them is intended
, for the spiritual profit of all believers, and we need to consider
humbly and prayerfully what we are intended' to learn by the
sevenfold declaration of unity which the inspired apostle here
makes.
I. First, he declares that there is one Body.
What does he mean by the one body 1 Evidently he refers to
the Church of God which He hath purchased with His own blood.
Christ is "the Head over all things to the Church, which is His
body" (Ephes. i. 22, 23).
"He is the Head of the body, the Church" (Col. i. 18). The
Church is His called out people. They have been called out of
darkness into His marvellous light. They have been separated
from the world, and are walking in the narrow way. They constitute the one Body of which Christ is the Head. To them the apostle
says, "Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular"
(1 Cor. xii. 27).
Of them he says, "We are members of His body, of His flesh,
and of His bones" (Ephes. v. 30).
Three things may be said of this body.
1. First, the members are in vital union with Christ.
As He-is the Head of the body, it follows that the members are
in'living union with Him. If the head is severed from the body,
death immediately takes place. 'The members of Christ's mystical
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body derive their spiritual life from Him. They are wholly under
His control. All the members of the human body are controlled
by the head. The movements of the hands and feet depend on
the direction and control of the head. So all believers depend upon
Christ for spiritual life and power, and they need to recognize
continually His Headship, and live entirely not to themselves
but to Him Who died for them and rose again.
Another illustration of the vital union existing between Christ
and His people is that of the vine and its branches. Christ says
to His people, "I am the Vine, ye are the branches." The branch
is .dependent on the vine for fruit. Without union with Christ
there can be no spiritual fruit, but where there is union with Christ
much fruit is brought forth (see John xv. 1-6). No doubt there
are many who are branches of the true Vine only by profession.
They are not vitally in union with Christ. Such branches are
fruitless. They wither and die. They may be allowed to appear
to be branches of the true Vine for a time, but the time comes when
they are revealed as only branches by profession, and they are cast
forth. They are tal~en away, and it becomes manifest that they
were never living branches of the true Vine.
The members of the one body owe their salvation to Christ.
" He," we read, "is the Saviour of the body" (Ephes v. 23). The
body is not its own saviour. Let us never forget that salvation is
wholly of Christ.
2. The members are in union with each other.
" We, being many, are one body in Christ, and everyone members
one of another" (Rom. xii. 5). In the human body the hand does
not despise the foot, nor the ear the eye. There is full harmony
and sympathy between all the members of the human body. The
whole body bends down to look at an injured toe, and to apply
to it healing remedies.
This union of all the members of Christ's mystical body needs
to be more and more recognized. . In proportion as it is recognized
there will be love and sympathy between all the members. No
member will give the cold shoulder to another member. "There
should be no schism in the body." The members should have
the same care one for a~other. In a spiritual sense as well as in
a physical sens~," the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no
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.need of thee: nor again the head to the· feet, I have no need of
you" (1 Cor. xii. 21, 25).
3. Thirdly, we are taught that there is but one body and therefore
but one Church. .
The one body or Church consists of all the called out or elect
people of God. All real believers constitute the one body of which
Christ is the Head. They are already in vital union with Him and
with each other. The one body consists of all believers. They
are already one. There is no call for reunion with one another as
though they could ever be severed either from Christ their Head,
or from one another. The apostle says to them, "YE ARE ALL ONE
IN CHRIST JESUS" (Gal. iii. 28). The cry for reunion of which we
hear so much is a cry for the reunion of the various professedly
Christian denominations. These consist of outward visible Churches
or organizations composed of wheat and tares, of real believers and
a large number· of mere outward professors. All real believers are
already one body in Christ. Their unity is not a matter of human
arrangement. It is the work of the Holy Spirit. "By one Spirit
are we all baptized into one body" (1 Cor. xii. 13). They are now
one body, one Church. There is only one Church of God. Its
members may be called by different names. They may be called
Baptists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, or Churchmen, but
only those who have experienced the regenerating, sanctifying,
justifying, and saving operations of the Spirit are members of the
one body, the one Church. Outside ofthis one Church of God there
is no salvation. "The Church is the body of Christ. It is the
whole number and society of the faithful, whom God, through
Christ, hath before the beginning of time appointed to everlasting
life."-Dean Nowell's Catechism.
" That Church which is Christ's body, and of which Christ is the
Head, standeth only of living stones, and true Christians, not only
outwardly in name and title, but inwardly in heart and in truth."Bishop Ridley.
Bishop J. C. Ryle says, " The one true Church is well described'
. in the Communion Service of the Church of England, as ' the mystical
body of Christ, which is the blessed company of all faithful people.'
It is composed of all believers in the Lord Jesus. It is made up of
all God's elect-of all converted men and women, of all true
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Christians. In whomsoever we can discern the election of God the
Father, the sprinkling of the blood of God the Son, the sanctifying
work of God the Spirit, in that person we see a meInber of Christ's
true Church" (Knots Untied, p. 257).
" The Church is one, it has one glorious Head;
And by one Spirit through this waste is led;
And nourishlnent from Christ, on high, bestowed,
Together binds in one the ' Church of God.' "
(Albert Midlane.)

11. The apostle declares that there is one Spirit.
There are created spirits, angelic and human, but there is only·
one Divine Spirit, the third Person in the Trinity. Through this
" eternal spirit" Christ offered Himself without spot to God.
The one spirit dwells in all the members of the one body. They
are the spiritual temple of God, because the Spirit of God dwelleth
in them (see 1 Cor. iii. 16). "If any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of His" (Rom. viii. 9). He is nota member of
Christ's body. The one Spirit, dwelling in all the members, enables
them to draw near to God and to pray. "Through Him we have
access by one Spirit unto the Father." True prayer is praying" in
the Spirit." The members of the body are "strengthened with
might by His Spirit in the inner man." They take "the Sword of
the Spirit, which is the Word of God" in order to resist the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, and their prayer is that
they may daily be filled with His presence and power. He is their
Divine Teacher and Comforter, and through His power they are
enabled to bear much spiritual fruit (see Ephes. ii. 18; iii. 16;
v. 18; vi. 17, 18).
Ill. Thirdly, the apostle declares that there is one Hope.
All the members of Christ's body have one hope. They have the
hope of Christ's coming to fetch them to the heavenly mansions.
They have the hope of resurrection glory. They have the hope of a
heavenly inheritance (see Titus ii. 13; Acts xxiv. 15; 1 Peter i.
3-5; J ames ii. 5). Thus they "rejoice in hope of the glory of
God" (Rom. v. 2). There is one hope associated with their effectual
call.
IV. Fourthly, the apostle declares there is one Lord.
"To us there is but one Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. viii. 6).. He
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alone is the Lord <;>f His people. The .title " Lord" implies ownership. All believers belong to Him. They are not their own. They
were bought with a price. He purchased them with His own
precious blood.
They are not at liberty, therefore, to do as they please. Their
supreme aim should be to please Him Whose they are. He has the
right to direct all their steps and to control all their ways. He has
supreme authority over them. They should use their time, their
money, and all their talents as He directs, and to the glory of His
name. To Him they should be subject, owning Him as their Lord
and Master.
" None of us liveth to himself, and no no man dieth to himself.
For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die,
we die unto the Lord: whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the
Lord's. For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived,
that He might be Lord both of the dead and living" (Rom. xiv.
7-9). All the members of Christ's mystical body belong to Him.
He is Lord both of the dead believers and the living. Death does
not sever them from membership in His body, nor does it sever
them from His love and care. He nourishes and cherishes all the
members of His body. He is "Lord both of the dead and living."
How precious to think that He tenderly ministers to all His members
whether they are on earth or in heaven.
v. Fifthly, the apostle declares there is one Faith.
The word "faith" seems sometimes to be used of the things
believed, our Creed. We read of Paul that he "now preacheth the
faith which once he destroyed" (Gal. i. 23). That is, he preached
the great truths of the Gospel. We read also that "in the latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils" (1 Tim. iv. 1). Such departure
from the faith is very prevalent now all over Christendom. We
are not to be indifferent to such apostasy, but we "should earnestly
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints"
(Jude iii).
In this sense there is " one faith." There is one set of spiritual
truths, the truths revealed in the inspired Word of God. Those
truths should be grasped by God's people, adhered to with tenacity,
contended for and constantly proclaimed. There is only one
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faith and that is the faith revealed in the Bible. In that faith
we should stand fast, turning neither to the right hand nor to the
left. Whatever others may do we should hold fast to the precious
truths of God's Word.
The word "faith" is also often used of the trust which we need
to put in the merits of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We
are taught to believe in Him or have faith in Him. We need to
have" faith in His blood" (Rom. iii. 25). It is those who believe in,
or trust in, or have faith in His merits who shall not perish, but
have everlasting life. There is only one faith which is saving,
that is the faith which relies only on Christ's blood and righteousness. Any faith that relies on our own merits is of no avail for our
salvation. Saving faith is " not of ourselves, it is the gift of God"
(Ephes. ii. 8). This faith is precious, and it is the one faith which·
characterizes all the members of Christ's body. The Apostle
Peter addresses His second epistle" to them that have obtained
like precious faith with us in the righteousness of our God and
Saviour Jesus Christ." So the words might be translated (2 Peter
i. 1).
VI. Sixthly, the apostle declares there is one baptism.
We read of the baptism of water and the baptism of the Holy
Ghost. John the Baptist said, "I indeed baptize you with water
unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I,
Whose shoes I am not worthy to wear. He shall baptize you with the
Holy Ghost, and with fire" (Matt. iii. 11). Our Lord said, "Go
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." Here he referred
to the baptism of water. Compare (Acts viii. 36, 38; x. 47).
Many Evangelical commentators understand by the. "one
baptism" the baptism of water. Dr. Gill thinks it is "Waterbaptism," "to be performed but once." Dr. Moule thinks it " the
one Divine seal upon the one God-given faith in the one Lord."
This may be the meaning of the apostle, but it needs to be remembered that all believers who come to be baptized with water have
already been baptized with the Holy Ghost. He has been poured
upon them and has produced in them a new nature, convinced them
of sin, and led them to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus
believers who are baptized with water have previously been baptized
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with the Holy Ghost. Apart from this spiritual baptism, the
baptism of water is of no avail. To this baptism of the Spirit
the apostle refers when he says, " By one Spirit are we all baptized
into one body" (1 Cor. xii. 13). This baptism is absolutely essential.
The penitent thief was no doubt baptized by the Spirit though he
was not baptized with water. Water in itself does not incorporate
into the one body. Only those baptized by the Spirit are living
members of the one body. Believers are enjoined to be baptized
with water, but such baptism is vain unless through the baptism
of the Spirit we have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
"VII. Lastly, the apostle declares there is one God and Father.
The unity of God is a great truth ever to be remembered. False
gods abound and are worshipped, but there is only one living and
true God and He alone is the object of worship. "The Lord He is
God; there is none else beside Him" (Deut. iv. 35). "Thus saith
the Lord the King of Israel, and His Redeemer the Lord of hosts;
I am the First, and I am the Last; and beside Me there is no God "
(Isa. xliv. 6). He is "the only true God" (John xvii. 3). "There
is one God, and one Mediator between God and men" (1 Tim. ii. 5).
This God is also the Father of His people. "To us there is but
God, the Father of Whom are all things" (1 Cor. viii. 6). He is
Christ's Father and our Father, His God and our God. (See John
xx. 17.) God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into the hearts of
His people crying, Abba, Father (Gal. iv. 6). The Spirit enables
them to call God their Father. He is " God our Father" (Ephes.
i. 2). He is not the Father of all men without exception, but the
Father of all believers.
What a mercy that He regards believers as His Children and
allows them to regard Him as their Father. They can thus fully
count upon His Fatherly sympathy, His Fatherly' protection, His
Fatherly provision and care. How shall He not with Christ freely
give us all things ~ He is " above all " His people as their ~over
eign, "through all," and in them all by His Spirit. Rli'"'1iS ~heir
God and they are His people. Can we say that we are members of
the one body, animated by the one Spirit, inspired by the one hope,
owning the one Lord, holding the one faith, and rejoicing in the one
God and Father of all the redeemed people of God ~
-:
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Fo-r this cause I bow my knef?,s unto the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, of Whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,
that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to
be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man,. that
Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith,. that ye, being rooted
and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height,. and to
know the love of Christ, which passeth. knowledge, that ye might be
filled with all the fulness of God."-EpHESIANS iii. 14-19.

-~

IT is thirty-four years ago since the writer of " Wellsprings" was led
to venture a few remarks upon these precious verses of the sacred
'Vord, and still they are inexhaustible, fathomless, a deep never to
be plumbed! My attention was drawn to them afre~1J. when, during
the past summer, in privileged and sacred communion 'with a. beloved
saint of God, he remarked upon having just read Dr. Hawker's
" Evening Portion" for June 20th, on the eighth verse of the chapter
from which our text is taken. He had received such a blessing in
reading through the whole of the Epistle, whilst his soul had been
warmed with the wondrous contemplation of "the exceeding riches
of His grace" experienced in the hearts of those who acknowledge
themselves to be " less than the least of all saints." May the Lord
the Spirit lead our thoughts and bless our meditation at this time
on this profound subject, and warm our cold hearts afresh with a
heavenly flame of love to Him, Whose love to His sinner-train of
redeemed people is a height we can never scale and a depth we can
never explore, and Whose glory is indeed great in a sinner's salvation.
" The unsearchable riches of Christ"!' That which cannot be explQred,
cannot be tracked (Dr. Bullinger's Lexicon). "God ... which doeth
great things and unsearchable; marvellous things without number,"
said the patriarch Job (v. 9), and, again, " Which doeth great things
past finding out" (ix. 10); whilst the apostle in this Epistle from which
our meditation is taken, seemed carried away in spirit and overwhelmed in the' contemplation, too vast to express, as he wrote to
his brethren at Rome, " 0 the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments and
His ways past finding out" (Rom. xi. 33). "Unsearchable riches" !
,: U f/;"rc,"':~illiblegiJt "! "And to know the love of Christ which passeth
knowledge"! That which through a blissful eternity cannot be told
to the end; cannot be expressed in detail, nor enunciated in language.
And such, beloved, is the subject before us, the holy ground upon
which we do well to take off our shoes and approach in humble desire.
that the Holy Spirit may be pleased to open up the mind of our
understanding; take of the things of Christ and reveal unto our
32
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longing souls more and more of the love of Jesus, that His grace may
shine into our hearts and radiate around to His glory and praise.
The apostle's prayer and longing desire for his Ephesian brethren
was that they might be granted in the riches of God's abundant grace
in glory, to know something of Christ's indwelling them by faith and
might be rooted and grounded in love and grow thereby in their
heavenly pursuit of scaling" the breadth, length, depth, and height,"
whereby they should know something of, and have an ever-increasing
desire to know more and more, "of' the love of Christ which passeth
kno-wledge." For with all their attainments, they would still find it
a knowledge to be unsurpassed, and a revelation unsearchable this
side of the grave. But having been pleased to make known to us
something of His love (and He called it when on earth a revealing
unto babes to your comfort and hope, and mine, beloved reader), we
are led to enter into the mystery of its being a personal revelation,
a coming "even unto me who am less than the least," and the child
of God is thus led to look away from self and from all within their
own breast, which will never satisfy, and look off unto Christ in Whom
alone is perfection and durable riches and substance. We may bring
our empty vessels to the Fountain as oft as enabled and constrained,
and still find "the well is deep" and the flowings therefrom
inexhaustible.
. It was in the exceeding riches of His grace in glory, in the eternal
ages before time was, that He planned redemption's glorious and
perfect scheme. It was thus that He had His saints safe in their
glorious Hiding-place, prospectively, long before Adam by transgression
fell. It was in the exceeding riches of His grace in glory that He
arranged for their perfect justification and that He would in fulness
of time "give Himself for us that He might redeem us from all
iniquity" (Titus ii. 14).
. He it was Who gave Himself for His Church that she might be
sanctified and cleansed and presented to Himself, " a glorious Church,
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it should be
holy and without blemish" (Eph. v. 26, 27).
And knowing full well what a company of poor and needy and
feeble sinful folk He was undertaking to redeem unto Himself, He
likewise provided "grace sufficient" and "strength perfected in
weakness," whereby they would gladly glory in their infirmities, if so
be that ~, the power of Christ might rest upon them" (2 Cor. xii. 9).
Furthermore, in this precious casket of His" unsearchable riches,"
He laid up for His redeemed Body, their full redemption and final
glorification. Thus they are begotten "unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Christ from the dead, t·o an inheritance incorruptible
and undefiled, and· that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven"
(1 Peter i. 5).
.
Oh, no wonder that one of the profound names· given unto the
well-beloved Son was that of Wonderful! ." And His Name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting
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Father, The Prince of Peace" (Isa. ix. 6). .He truly. in the brightness
of His Father's glory and the express image of His Person was the
Man Whom God His Father chose that He might be, as perfect God
and perfect Man, the suitable Saviour for a lost and undone people.
" The wisdom of God seems to labour for description when it speaks
of the glories of the Incarnate Saviour, and therefore employs a great
variety of epithets and 'names, which cannot, with any propriety, in
the sense and for the purpose of which they are .applied, relate to
anyone less than Him, Who is God over all and blessed for evermore.
• . . To the eye of faith, He appears and will ever appear wonderful
in His incarnation and offices; a Counsellor of infinite wisdom in,
constructing the plan of salvation; the Mighty God in all His achieve- .
ments and victories; the Everlasting Father in His love to' His
creatures; and the Prince of Peace, both in His triumph over the
discord of evil, and in giving the peace and consolations of the Holy
Spirit to His people." (Ambrose Seile.)
Oh, endless blessings: on His Name, that whilst the subject is so
vast, the theme so incomprehensible, the love "passeth knowledge,"
the gift" unspeakable," the riches" unsearchable," and the result in
our souls "passing all understanding," yet there is the opened up
way into the holiest by the precious blood of God's Lamb; the mercyseat revealed and approach made possible, and there His blood-bought
people are made to know a little of His exceeding love; there to
know as no where else something of the unspeakable, unsearchable,
riches of that love in its perfect foursquare Foundation, in its breadth,
and length, and depth, and height.. For God Himself alone knows
the love of God, and the great mystery of love in the incarnation of
His beloved Son.
,
\

" It passeth knowledge, that dear love of Thine,
My Jesus, Saviour; yet this soul of mine
Would of Thy love, in all its breadth and length,
Its height and depth, its everlasting strength,
Know more and more.
" It passeth telling, that dear love of Thine,
My Jesus, Saviour; yet these lips of mine
Would fain proclaim to sinners, far and near,
A love which can remove' all guilty fear
And love beget.
" But though I cannot sing, or tell or know,
The fulness of Thy love while here below,
My-empty vessel I may freely bring ;o Thou Who art of love the Living Spring,
My vessel fill.

*

*

*

*

*

" And when my Jesus face to face I see,
When at His lofty Throne I bow the kne.e,
Then of His love, in all its breadth and length,
Its height and depth, its everlasting strength,
My soul shall sing ! "

\
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It passeth knowledge. And yet in the riches of His transcending
grace and love and mercy, He has not kept this love to Himself. He
has made it-known in and through Jesus, and magnified it in the
fulness of time, when His eternal "scheme to rescue fallen man"
was made known on earth, and He gave man an Hiding-place, and
in the darkest of dark backgrounds He showed in richest and most
~lorio~s. contrast His Divine love in saving sinners on Calvary's
IgnomInIOus cross.
Poor sinner, 'tis for you, this love and mercy and grace, who have
Red for refuge to His cross and cried, " Give me Christ or else 1. die.
I have nowhere else to flee; I am the sinner who needs the Saviour.
My sins crucified the Lord of life and glory and He died that I might
live; and He is now pleading the merits of His Own blood for sinners.
And I am one who has been made to know my state and condition,
and need; and sure I am that not one sinner who has fled for refuge
to Him will ever be cast out." To such a poor, guilty, downcast,
and feelingly hell-deserving one, thus looking to Jesus, will be made
known something of "the exceeding riches of His grace" below;
such will be enabled "to comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth, and height" of His love, which
" passeth knowledge," and such· a one will be filled" with all the
fulness of God " to His eternal praise.
If this little meditation, all so poor and meagre as it is, should lead
us, fellow-sinners, to look off more and more from self and only and
altogether to an exalted Christ as our alone Hope, Theme, and Song,
it will not have been written in vain; and to Him alone be all the
glory.
-

R.

THE DAY OF REST.
THE Sabbath Day was made for man,
To give him rest and blessing:
We see the wisdom of the plan,
Its benefits possessing.
With thanks to God my heart I lift
In every wise endeavour:
I'll praise Him for His precious gift,
And keep His day for ever.

WILLIAM 'VILEMAN.
Wimbledon Park.

N.B.-The writer of the above stanzas, now in his ninety-first year,
gratefully records that he has spent more than 4560 Lord's Days in
the house of God.

The Gospel Magazine

479

Snmonfi anb Notes of .Sernton5.
MOUNT MORIAH.

A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE MR. JOHN: E. HAZELTON, AT
STREATLEY HALL, LONDON, N.W.

" And the Angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said,
Abraham, Abraham,. and he said, Here am I."-GENESIS xxii. ll.

TRE biographies of Holy Scripture contain records of the lives and
of the conduct of men and women. whom the Holy Ghost, the great
Author of Scripture, brings prominently under our notice. Every
biography of Holy Writ is a faithful delineation of the character of
the man or woman whose history it portrays. God the Holy Ghost
has drawn these lives out for our profit and for our edification.
"\Vhatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning," that is, with a special design of conveying instruction to
the Church and people of God. The lives of ordinary great men are
soon forgotten; those of kings, poets, statesmen, and others have an
interest chiefly for their own generation, so that it is practically
commonplace to say concerning a prominent man who has recently
died, "If his biography be not written within a year or so of his
decease, he will be practically forgotten." One evening last week I
had occasion to go down the Farringdon Road, and I looked at the
bookstalls and was astonished to see volumes containing the biographies
of men who passed away only about fifty years ago being sold for
twopence. Books that were published for a guinea or two guineas
upon a twopenny stall! ·But this can never be said of the biographies
of God's Holy Word. We have here in Abraham one who has sometimes been called, and rightly so, one of the world's great fathers.
But though these biographies are of ancient Inen, there are no biographies so fresh, so full of life, so modern in their spirit, that bear
so closely upon the difficulties, snares, and temptations of men and
women who in this century are on the heavenward journey. And so
we have in Abraham a man who is a landmark in the history of the
Church of Christ: we have here a man whose calling constituted an
epoch in the history of the world. We have here a man who was
not a prophet or a psalmist, but one who stands out as the father
of the faithful and the friend of God! There are few biographies
that speak so closely home to our hearts as those of which I am
speaking, and through each of these biographies the golden thread
of the everlasting' Gospel runs; in each life the sovereignty of God is
displayed in the choice and calling of His servants one by one. In
each biography we have the same Gospel, the Gospel that runs through
the whole Word from Genesis to Revelation.
I see Adam and Eve in Eden's garden clothed with skins; it is
the Gospel. And I see in almost the closing words of the Revelation,
the people of God in heaven clothed in fine linen, clean and white,
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which is the righteousness of saints, with the seal of the living God
in their foreheads. It is the Gospel, whether it be Adam, typically
clothed in the skins, or the saints in the glory, clothed in the fine
linen, the imputed righteousness of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
" Grace, grace unto it," grace, sovereign, rich and free, calling Abraham
from Ur of the Chaldees; calling Saul of Tarsus out of the meshes
of Pharisaism, outside the gates of Damascus. Shining through the
whole of these histories we have the faithfulness of God to His
promise, notwithstanding the weakness and inconsistencies, the
unbelief and the failures of His dear people.
What a light do these biographies cast upon the most intricate
and complex thing that we can contemplate. And that most intricate
and complex thing is your own heart and experience. What we call
experience in the believer's breast has a flood of light shed upon it
in connection with these biographies. We see these servants of the
Most High God clothed with free-grace privileges, and at the same
time encompassed with tremendous difficulties. We see Abraham, for
instance, brought into fellowship with God, and instantaneously
difficulties seem to arise like a barrier. What comfort, what encouragement, what warning there is for us here!
" Once they were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears ;
They wrestled hard as we do now,
With sins and doubts and fears.
" I ask them whence their victory came,
They, with united breath,
Ascribe their conquest to the Lamb,
Their triumph to His death."

Now let us turn to Abraham and speak of this verse first of all as
setting forth Abraham's position AS REGARDING HIMSELF; and
secondly, Abraham's position AS IT REGARDED HIS GOD.
Abraham's position as it regarded himself. "The Lord called unto
him." The Lord called. When God called unto Adam in Paradise,
after the eating of the forbidden fruit, and- the disobedience and sin
which entered thereby,' God said, " Adam, where art thou ~" And
the answer came from the green trees of the garden, under which
Adam and his wife were hidden, "I heard Thy voice in the garden,
and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself,"-the hiding
of the sinner with guilt upon the conscience; the hiding of the sinner
dreading the voice of the Eternal; the hiding of the sinner attempting
to cover himself with those things which shall prevent his seeing or
thinking about the eternal God. The circumstances and the answer
fitted well together. The answer which Adam returned to God, and
the circumstances under which he made that reply, are indicative of
the feelings of the heart of every sinner untouched by Divine grace-a
strenuous determination not to think of God; a strenuous determination to hide from God, for when the voice of God is heard it
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strikes the soul with chill and deadly fear. When God called to
Abraham on Mount Moriah, as Abraham stood by the altar whereon
lay his only son, God said, " Abraham, Abraham," and the answer
came from that grace-taught and grace-filled and grace-swayed heart,
"Here am 1." No hiding from God; there was the response of
Abraham at the supreme crisis in his history as a child of God. The
circumstances and the answer fitted. well together. Here you have
the two representatives, viewed in this aspect, of the two classes into
which mankind are divided. In Adam you have the representative
of men in the flesh who go out from the presence of the Lord in disobedience, and with the foretaste of a curse resting upon their consciences. In Abraham you have the representative of men and women
who occupy the standing place of faith, and who, in the midst of all
their trials, and of the intricacies and fierce problems which beset
them within and without, have a foretaste of a blessing.
When God speaks to you in His Word, and by His providence,
what is the answer? I am afraid?· Or is the answer, Here am I ?
The two answers stand in remarkable and wonderful contrast. Have
you fairly weighed the power of that mighty grace which enabled the
patriarch Abraham to look up to the Angel of the Lord-.God's Own
Son-that spoke to him here, and to say, " Here am I, awaiting Thy
further directions; looking up unto Thee, 0 my faithful and Covenant
God." Every spark of the religion which is to buoy us up amidst
the sorrows and burdens of life, every spark of that religion which
shall outlast the waters of death, and be with us in heaven, is of a
supernatural origin. Look at Abraham, he was viewing at this time
the destruction of all his natural hopes. Long, long had he expected
Isaac, and when God gave to him and to Sarah Isaac, the child of
promise, fondly had Abraham reared him. Oh, how much had he
looked for from that dear boy whom the Lord had given to him, and
as he watched him in his budding youth, and presently in his manhood,
his hopes rose. The father's love went out, it wound itself into the
inmost being of his son, and hope spread itself forward. He looked
to Isaac as indeed the child of the promise who was to be a link in
the fulfilment of God's eternal purposes. And now everything to the
eye of nature was coming to an end! And Abraham stood there,
and the Angel of the Lord said, " Abraham, Abraham," and Abraham
replied, "Here am I,"-three words of one syllable, but, oh! what
words-cc Here am 1."
I am reminded of those magnificent words in the Book of Job,
words which perhaps from the point of view of faith soar higher than
any others spoken by mortal lips, "Though He slay me, yet will I
trust in Him"; and Abraham said here in effect, " Though He slay
my hopes and expectations, yet will I trust in Him. Lord, here am
1." The child of God often sees his natural hopes and his just
expectations coming to nothing, and when we see this, apart from
Divine grace, we think very hardly of the arrangements of God's
providence. We see ourselves about to be disappointed of what in

482

The Gospel Magazine

our folly and our sin we thought we had the right to expect. Is it
not so ~ .I have thought again and again that I had a right to expect
this, that, and the other ; all the arrangements of God's providence
were framing up to it; and so, in our sin and unbelief, we thought
we had a right to expect it. That was not the position of Abraham
when he stood by the altar of sacrifice. See what God's grace can
do! See what its mighty power can do! See how it can lift the
believer up in the most trying and perilous places of his life, and
amidst the greatest crises through which he can pass.
Abraham's heart was being wrung. Isaac was at least twenty-five
years old at this time, some think he was more; but see how God
the Holy Spirit dwells on the wringing of poor Abraham's heart.
What did the Lord say to Abraham ~ "Take now thy son, thine
only son, whom thou lovest." Abraham was a "man of like passions
with ourselves." Isaac was not an ordinary son, he was a child of
promise given to Abraham in his extreme old age-" Thy son, thine
only son, whom thou lovest." All the fibres of love had woven themselves around Abraham's heart. The vision doubtless came to
Abraham in the night, and early, early in the morning he arose. Oh,
the obedience of faith! Oh, I long for that faith in larger measure,
that will make me obedient. In the night the words were spoken.
He does not stop, it seems to me, to consult with Sarah; he does
not stop to confer with anyone else; but the power of God's grace
was so strong within him that he rose up early in the morning with
Isaac his son, intent upon carrying out literally the word of his God
unto him. He travelled three days, and they went forty miles from
Beersheba to the mount called Moriah~ or the Mount Moriah.
Abraham's heart was sore; Abraham's soul was blistered as he
travelled on. He recalled as they went on, the first hour of his joy
when he looked on Isaac. He recalled the merry laugh of Isaac as
a child, and the father's kiss which had been imprinted on his brow.
The preciousness of his son Isaac was very great indeed to him. But
here he stands with a blistered spirit! Here he stands with a sore
heart! Here he stands with his nearest and dearest about to be
committed to God. He was about to plunge the knife into Isaac's
bosom when, in answer to the Angel of the Lord's words, he replied,
" Here am 1." He was something like Ezekiel. The Lord said to·
Ezekiel, " You will lose the desire of your eyes at a .stroke, but you
are not to shed a tear; you are to go out and prophesy to the people
and take My message to them as usual." And at evening his wife
died, and Ezekiel said, " I went out and spake to the people." That
does not mean an unfeeling heart or an unlacerated spirit, but Abraham
on Mount Moriah, Ezekiel in his day, and Job sitting upon his dunghill,
alike testified to the blessed truth that when God the Holy Spirit
regenerates a sinner's soul, He gives that which will enable him, by
the exercise which He causes to be put forth, " to run through a troop
to leap over a wall," and to say amidst all the things that most deeply
try; " Here am 1." Sacrifices in this sense of the word are not cheap.
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Shall we be dragged to the altar or shall we travel there? When
unbelief prevails, there is the dragging; when faith is in exercise, like
A1:>raham and Isaac, we travel thither. What an insight this gives
into Abraham's exercise of soul. "On the third day Abraham lifted
up his eyes and saw the place afar off." There it is; Abraham's eyes
looked upon it, the sacrificing place, and the parting place.
Why did Abraham travel to Moriah? Why did he go without
a murmuring word? Because the God of Abraham vouchsafed unto
him large supplies of faith, and upheld him as he travelled on, and
what Abraham's God did to him and for him, He will do for you
and forme. "He is not the God of the· dead, but of the living,"
and the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, is the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Apparently the request-I am now speaking from the human point
of view-apparently the request was unreasonable, but faith is enabled
.
to answer:" Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain ;
God is His Own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."

\

Now look at Moriah, where Abraham had built his altar, where
Isaac lay, the willing victim. Great was the faith of Isaac as well
as of Abraham. A young man of twenty-five could physically have
overpowered his aged father, but" they went both of them together."
Isaac was a willing victim, and Abraham knew that dark and impenetrable as the mystery was, God was behind it all, and that there was
to be wrought glory and grace from it all. On the top of Moriah
to this day there is a great slab of solid rock where Abraham built
his altar. On that same rock there was the surrender of Ornan to
David; on that same slab was placed the altar of burnt offering in
the temple worship, typical of the great and glorious sacrifice of
Calvary; and I doubt not but that on that slab the feet of our
returning Saviour shall stand when He cometh "the second time
without sin unto salvation."
Abraham turns and sees, caught in a thicket by its horns, a ram.
That ram it? the substitute for his son, and he called the" name of
that place Jehovah-Jireh, as it is said to this day, In the mount of
the Lord it shall be seen."
Now I was very much struck with this, in relation to this name.
We know it is one of the Covenant names of our gracious God,
Jehovah-Jireh. But where was the Mount Moriah? In what was
subsequently to be known as the city of Jerusalem. Jehovah-Jireh!
First of all-I am now speaking, not from my own knowledge, but
from a lexicon-Jerusalem was known as IIierusalem, the city of
Peace. Then it became Jerusalem, God's city of Peace; and Jerusalem
is simply the expansion of Jehovah-Jireh: "It shall be called JehovahJireh, for there the-Lord will provide."
Now let us put these things together: Jerusalem, God's city of
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Peace, the Mount of the Lord, and" In the Mount of the Lord it
shall be seen." What shall be seen ~ Peace, that which men's hearts
long after. "In the Mount ,of the Lord it shall be seen "-peace.
How did that peace originate ~ "The Lord will provide," and just
as the lamb in type, jlist as Isaac in type, set forth the Christ of God,
so upon Calvary's mount the Lord hath provided peace-Jerusalem,
the city of Peace. And how glorious will be that peace which is
provided when Christ shall come again.
.
Look once more at the condition of Abraham. To the eye of nature
it looked as if God was about to go back from His word, and does it
not look like that again and again to you, as if God was about to
go back from His word ~ Every human probability pointed in that
direction. What had God said? "My Covenent will I establish with
Isaac." And yet here was Isaac a bound victim! Here was the
father with his knife upraised; in another second it would be plunged
into the bosom of his beloved son! And yet Abraham was ready.
Why? Because of faith. How did his faith work? The second
part of our reading this morning very blessedly shows. Abraham
believed that if his son died under his hand by the command of God,
from the ashes of Isaac there would revive again the living man!
The eleventh of Hebrews clearly shows us this. In other words, his
faith was such that it trusted God without a precedent. Now that
is a stronger faith than we can exercise. We have precedent, even
the resurrection and ascension of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
But when Abraham stood there, not one man had been raised from
the dead, yet his faith was such that he said to himself, " If my son
perishes upon this altar, the Lord will raise him up again, and will
justify His word and His promise." Oh, what a tendency there is in
our hearts to cause us to distrust the Covenant love of our God!
Could Abraham think that God loved him ,when apparently, without·
any need, He was demanding of him so great a sacrifice? Do you
think Satan neglected to assail Abraham ~ I am sure he did not.
He was there as he always is when God's people are deeply tried by
circumstances. Yet though Abraham by nature had an unbelieving
heart like you and me, though Satan was there to tempt and to assail,
so strong was his faith that he held fast to his God and replied, " Here
am I." Can God love me and yet require this sacrifice at my hands?
Can God love me and yet permit these things to occur that
are blistering my heart, and withering every earthly hope and joy ~
Consider our dear Lord in Gethsemane's garden, and notice, dear
friends, the form in which He uttered those wondrous words to His
Father. He did not say, " If Thou lovest Me, cause this cup to pass
from Me." Our Lord did not say that. He knew His Father loved
Him. But what did He say? "If Thou be willing, remove this
cup from Me." In Gethsemane, on Calvary, our blessed Lord with
a full and unfaltering faith said to His Father, "Here am I," for
peace was to be provided in Jerusalem.
Secondly, let us look at Abrah3tm's position as it regarded God. We
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have been speaking more especially of Abraham himself. There was
the simple obedience of faith, and the power of faith is its simplicity.
If Jai+h were not to act at all, if it could reason out every point in
God's dealings, it would cease to be faith. The world cannot put
obedience and faith together. The world will say, "It is right to
walk in such a path if reason and expediency and circumstances all
back it up." But in Abraham's case there was no reason that he
could see, it certainly was not expedient, and the circumstances were
all against it; but God had said, " That is the pathway, and that is
what thou art to do," and with a simple reliance upon the word, the
promise, the. Covenant of his God, Abraham went forth with his dear
son. From the beginning of his career as a child of God down to the
very end, the patriarch was thrown upon God; thrown upon God
as his Covenant God. Abraham by faith knew with whom he had to
deal, and by his faith he was enabled to look down, as it were, into
the very roots of God's Covenant dealings with him. He knew His
faithfulness, he knew and treasured up the pledges that He had given
concerning His word, and he knew that there was not a particle of
untruth in the character of God. "I am the Lord, I change not."
" I am thy Shield and thy exceeding great reward." Now Abraham's
faith fastened itself upon these Covenant aspects of the nature of his
God in Christ, and he clung to them with all the intensity of a living
faith.
I very much dislike-and I suppose most of you do-I very much
dislike vagueness. In all vagueness there is weakness. Vague thinking is weak thinking; vague knowledge is not worth anything when
the pinch comes. In concentration lies power. and all authority, and
whilst this is true in relation to human life in all its aspects, it is
Divinely true in relation to Divine things. I know that in relation to
the Gospel of our God -there are depths that are unfathomable. It is
an ocean that cannot be compassed by created intellect. But in all
things concerning my personal religion, my standing before God as
a sinner, and as one of His children, and in every hope I have of
heaven, I must have nothing vague. I want everything definite,
particular, real, personal, coming home to my heart with power, and
this is the work, the office, and the ministry of God the Holy Ghost.
The Person. of our Lord I want to. be made very plain and real to
me; that He loves me, that He died for me, and that He rose again
and appears in the presence of God for me.
Look at the holy concentration of Paul. He was a man who said,
"0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
-God !how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding
out! " (Rom. xi. 33.) But Paul, what about your salvation? "I
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to
keep that which I have committed to Him against that day." And
that is what Abraham knew, for the Lord says, " Abraham saw My
day; he saw it and was glad.." And what was the day that Abraham
saw ?J:Ie saw it on Moriah's mount; he saw there the all-sufficient
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sacrifice and glorious resurrection of the Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. God's providences vary; His promises are always the same.
Abraham was enabled to rejoice in his Covenant God, and so do we
in proportion as our Covenant God in Christ is realized by faith. It
acts upon the whole man. If I realize that I am in that Covenant
I am strong in prayer; I know that God will give me that which is
good. I have strong expectations, for the" Covenant is ordered in
all things and sure."
Here was Abraham· then, called out· of Ur of the Chaldees, taught
to know and feel his sinfulness·, brought to rejoice in the mercy of .
God, enabled to look forward to Christ's day. By sorrow and disappointment and trial he was exercised, but he was brought to lean
wholly upon Him Who was the Rock of his salvation.
Where art thou, dear friend? Is it at Calvary, the mount of
blessing, the mount where, through the sin-atoning sufferings and
death of our dear Lord, Jehovah hath provided peace? Where art
thou? Oh, poor sinner, if you are enabled to say this morning concerning Calvary, "Here am I, Lord, at Calvary, under the shadow
of Thy cross," life and health and peace thou shalt possess from the
sinner's dying Friend. Swiftly is the river of time rolling on. We
stand, we walk, we testify in a place where the thick mists often
surround us, and circumstances try us in every way, but, oh, the mercy
to stand beside the altar, and to say there beside the altar of Calvary,
and the altar of sacrifice in relation to other things, " Lord, here am
I; here is the sacrifice of my dearest hopes, but work it out as Thou
wilt, 0 my God. Here am I, Thy Name is love; Thou art never
unkind; Thou hast never wronged one of Thine own children yet.
Here am I, Lord, and whether the trial be long, whether it be very
sharp or not, my God I would trust Thee, for having given to me
Thine Own Son, wilt Thou not with Him also freely give me all things? "

LORD BALDWIN AND THE HORRORS OF WAR.
" HAD there been war there would have been tens of thousands of
mangled people-citizens, women, and children-before a single
soldier or sailor gave his life for his country.. That is an awful thought.
Therefore you must take every precaution that human foresight can
devise-human skill, human knowledge, and human science. You
cannot do more. You cannot protect everybody. There will be
fearful casualties. What right has any man to condemn to that
terrible death hosts of civilians unless he knows that all that can be
done has been done? When you have done all that you can do then
go forward, if it is necessary. . . . War is never inevitable, and if
there were a 95 per cent chance of war at some future date I would
hold on to the other 5 per cent till I died. I believe this Government
. will do that, and I believe that is in the mind of the Prime Minister.
I would never lose hope."
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" THE. MOUNTAIN SHALL BE THINE."
IT was impressed upon the children of Israel over and over again that
the only hope that they had of ever taking possession of Canaan was
in the promise and power of God. They were told so beforehand.
They found it out by experience, and they taught their children that
" they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither
did their own arm save them, but Thy right hand and Thine arm,
and the light of Thy countenance, because Thou hadst a favour unto
them." The Psalmist, recounting this prayed for himself, " Thou art
my King, 0 God, command deliverances for Jacob." The difficulties
of the conquest were ever before the eyes of the favourites of the
Almighty. They knew about the giants and the cities walled up to
heaven. And even after many such had fallen before them, there
remained much land to be possessed and the conflict continued. The
children of Manasseh could not drive out the inhabitants of the cities:
" the Canaanites would dwell in the land." Yet in a sense they were
not always and only weak. It says, "It came to pass when the
children of Israel were waxen strong they put the Canaanites to tribute,
but did not utterly drive them out." Bunyan, in his Holy War, does,
I suppose, tell us what all these things mean to the" Church militant
here on earth." "When I am weak, then am I strong," and "the
weakest saint shall win the day, though earth and hell obstruct the
way." The house of Joseph-·that is, Ephraim and Manasseh-complained to Joshua that one lot and portion was not enough for them,
as they were a great people and had been blessed of God. Joshua
told them that as they were" a great people" they should annex
the hills in which the giants lived. Well, they might cut down forests,
but what could they make of the chariots of iron that the Canaanites
had? What a comfort and encouragement Joshua gave to them:
" Thou shalt drive out the Canaanites, though they have iron chariots,
and though they be strong."
" Though they have iron chariots, and though they be strong."
I liked it much one day when feeling that I had no qualification
necesary for my overcoming. It is the kind revelation of the blessed
God, in His Gospel, from Genesis to Revelation, that there is a warfare
that must be accomplished, that there is a tribulation to go through,
but that help, worthy the name, is laid upon One that is mighty.
This is the persuasion that has rung forth from the forty-sixth Psalm
for centuries. "We will not fear though the earth be removed." Of
course we do fear, and that is what makes a sense of peace and quietness and confidence so gentle and confirming and restoring when the
Lord enriches us with it. A friend and I were talking once about
the promise, "they shall run and not be weary," and she said, " Yes,
but they are weary." I might have replied, "Though thou sayest,
I shall not see Him, yet judgment is with Him, therefore trust thou
in Him." That was one of the kind things that Elihu said to Job,
and, maybe, It comforted him, but he could go further than Elihu;
he could say, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him"; he
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could say, believing in Ohrist the resurrection, that though his body
.
perished, in his own flesh he should see his Redeemer.
To many of us God has begun to show the secrets of His love, the
greatness of His power, the mightiness of His victories. But we
languish and lag; although He has done so many mighty works are
still slow to believe, or else are too confident and think that we
shall stand though many fall.
.
" Fear not," Samuel said to the people-and we might take the
reproof to our own hearts-" ye have done all this wickedness, yet
turn not aside from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all
your heart . . . consider how great things He hath done for you."
That is a dear and becoming confession, " To the Lord our God belong
mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against Him,"
and in the destitution of our returns we may be glad that" though
we believe not, He abideth faithful, He cannot deny Himself."
FOLLOWER-ON.
THE OHUROH'S SAFETY, AMONG NATIONAL DESOLATIONS.
" GOD is the Refuge of His saints,
When storms of sharp distress invade;
Ere we can offer our complaints,
Behold Him present with His aid! .
~'Let

mountains from their seats be hurled
Down to. the deep, and buried there;
Convulsions shake the solid world,
Our faith shall never yield to fear.

"Loud may the troubled ocean roar,
In sacred peace our souls abide,
While every nation, every shore,
Trembles and dreads the swelling tide.
" There is a stream whose gentle flow
Supplies the city of our God:
Life, love, and joy, still gliding through,
And watering our Divine abode.
" That sacred stream, Thine Holy Word,
That all our raging fear controls;
Sweet peace Thy promises afford,
And give new strength to fainting souls.
" Sion enjoys her monarch's love,
Secure· against a threatening hour;
Nor can her firm foundations move,
Built on His truth, and armed with power."
(Dr. Watts.)
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UNITY OF THE MYSTICAL. BODY. OF CHRIST.
(From J. C. PHILPOT'S Spiritual Union, pages 7-10).

" There is one body." This is the body of Christ, as the apostle elsewhere speaks, "Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in
particular" (1 Cor. xii. 27); and again, in the chapter before us, " For
the edifying of the body of Christ" (Eph. iv. 12).

THE HUMAN BODY.
But the Scripture speaks of the Lord Jesus Christ having two distinct
bodies: one real, the other mysticaJ Let us take a glance at each, that
we may see what is intended here. The Lord Jesus, then, has a real
body which He took in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and which the
Father had prepared for Him, according to those words: "A body
hast Thou prepared Me. Then said I, Lo, I come [in the volume of the
book it is written of Me] to do Thy will, 0 God" (Heb. x. 5, 7). By
this body prepared for Him, is meant, however, not only the material
body, that is, the actual flesh, bones, and blood which the Lord assumed,
but the whole of His sacred humanity, consisting of a perfect human
body and a perfect human soul, which the Lord Jesus took at one and
the same instant into union with His Divine Person when He was made
flesh for us.
This we may call His real body, as distinguished from His mystical
body; the actual living body in which duringHis time-state here below
He hungered, thirsted, ate, drank, wept, sweat in the garden drops of
blood, agonized upon the Cross; and which He offered, together with
His soul, as a sacrifice for sin upon the altar of His own Divinity when
He laid down His precious life at Calvary. This is His real body,
which was raised from the dead, wherein He ascended into heaven,
and which He now wears-identically the same, though infinitely
glorified-at the right hand of the Majesty on high.
In this body He will come a second time without sin unto salvation,
when, in union with His Deity, it will shine forth with all the wondrous
splendour which it now wears on the throne .of His glory-a splendour
which all shall behold; for" every eye shall see Him and they also
which pierced Him" (Rev. i. 7); but of that surpassing brightness
which, whilst it fills the hearts of His saints with unutterable joy, will
so appal the ungodly that they will call upon" the mountains and
rocks to fall upon them and hide them from the face of :Him that
sitteth upon the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb" (Rev. vi. 16).
-

THE MYSTICAL BODY-.THE ELECT OF GOD.
But the Lord Jesus has another body, which is usually termed
His mystical body.. This is the body spoken of in our text, as also
in many other passages; as, for instance, "Not holding the Head,
from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment
ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God"
(Col. ii. 19). And again, " And hath put all things under His feet, and
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gave Him to be the Head over all things to the Church, which is His
body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all " (Eph. i. 22, 23). The
Church, then, according to these testimonies, is Christ's mystical body,
the members of which consist of all the elect of God, elsewhere spoken
of as "the Church of the first-born, which are written in heaven"
(Heb. xii. 23).
But we must bear in mind that as the word " Church" is used in
two different senses in the New Testament, so it is with the mystical
" body ,~ of Christ. It has two distinct significations, meaning, firstly,
the whole collected assembly of the elect; and, secondly, distinct
Gospel Churches in this time-state. I have already named several
passages where the body of Christ means, as in our text, the whole
collective members, and I will now mention one where a Gospel Church
is called by that term. You will find it in 1 Corinthians xii, where the
apostle, opening up the subject of spiritual gifts, shows that they are
diversely distributed to the members of the body of Christ, of which a
visible Church consists. One, he says, is a foot, another a hand, another
an eye, another an ear, all of which expressions imply that he is speaking of the different gifts and graces of members of a Gospel Church, for,
ascribing the whole to the goodness and wisdom of God, he says, " But
now hath God set the members everyone of them in the body, as it
hath pleased Him. And if they were all one nlember, where were the
body 1 But now are they many members, yet but one body." Is
not this truly applicable to a Gospel Church in the exercise of the spiritual gifts bestowed upon the various members 1 One is an eye, having
a clear discernment of spiritual things, and able to see almost at a
glance where there is a real work of grace and where a mere profession;
another is an ear, to "try words, as the mouth tasteth meat" (Job
xxxiv. 3); another a hand, to minister liberally to the wants of God's
saints; another a foot, cheerfully to toil and trudge on the errands
of the Church, to be the least and lowest, and yet the most useful and
serviceable.
And all these members, however different from one another-for
how widely the eye differs from the ear, the ear from the foot, and the
foot from the hand I-yet all are component parts of the same mystical
body; all have equal union with Christ, their living Head; each is set
by Divine appointment and by Divine power in its peculiar place
to do the work that God has intended, and that as no other member
could do.
Whether, then, we view the" one body" spoken of in our text as the
collective body of Christ in its aggregate form, as embracing the general
assembly and Church of the first-born which are written in heaven,
which I think is its meaning, or as a Gospel Church here below, the
force of the words is the same. It is still 'c. one body." This is its glory
and this is its strength; and by this it is distinguished in heaven and
in earth from all other societies and assemblies which, compared
with thf' mystical body of Christ, are but ropes of sand or disorderly
.
mobs.
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FEARING THE CLOUD.

By MR.
,~

JAMES

E.

FLEGG.

.And they feared as they entered into the cloud."-LuKE ix. 34.

THE transfiguration, which is recorded by the three evangelists, made
a deep impression on the minds of the three disciples who witnessed
it. Peter, in his Epistle, refers to the voice which spake from the
excellent glory, "Which voice," said he, "we heard when we were
with Him in the holy mount." It was, however, a subject to be
pondered rather than to be expatiated upon. What the experiences
of the disciples were can be known only so far as they themselves
speak about them; and amongst those experiences was the one
referred to in the words at the head of this paper, " They feared as
they entered into the cloud."
The whole narrative is full of instruction. The occasion was unique;·
the scene transcendently glorious. There was the exhilaration of joy,
the inexpressible gladness, which found vent in a request which could
not be granted, though it sprung from a feeling of intense delight.
Peter wist not what to say. That delight, however, passed, on the
coming of the cloud, and as they entered into it, they feared.
If we turn to other parts of the Bible we shall there see how frequently
clouds are used figuratively. In the cloud, God set His bow of promise;
that was a literal cloud, and there can be no bow without a cloud.
But He maketh the clouds His chariot. There the word is used
metaphorically. Again, clouds are made to subserve His purpose.
He went before Israel in a pillar of cloud. When He would speak
with Moses He says, " Lo I am come unto thee in a thick cloud that
the people may hear when I speak with thee." Again He said, "I
will appear in the cloud above the mercy-seat."
Here also on the Mount of Transfiguration, when God was about to
speak, a cloud overshadowed them, and they feared as they entered
into the cloud.
In seeking to derive some instruction from these words, let us
noticeThe Cloud that Covered Them.
Up there on the mount we are told" as He prayed, the fashion of
His countenance was altered, and His raiment was white and glistering.
And behold, there talked with Him two men, which were Moses and
Elias: who appeared in glory, and spake of His decease which He
should accomplish at Jerusalem." But a heaviness falls upon the
disciples, and they sleep. When they awoke a wondrous vision met
their gaze. In a brilliancy of splendour were the three, and, not
knowing what to say, Peter suggested that three tabernacles should
be made-apparently putting them all on a level. While He spake,
mysteriously and quietly, the cloud wraps them in, and they fear.
This was a new experience. The disciples of Jesus were continually
learning fresh lessons. New experiences were constantly becoming
33
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theirs. Line upon line He gave them instruction, and but slowly the
facts accumulated in their understanding. They had been with Jesus
under various conditions, but not hitherto had there been one like
this. The words might aptly be applied to them here, "Ye have
not been this way heretofore."
So is it in the life of the Christian. From time to time new scenes
open out before him. None teaches like God, and He teaches by
experience. In this teaching, clouds have their place. How perplexing sometimes it is to a young believer when at first he comes into
these experiences. Life opens brightly, the sun shines, and he treads
his way with joy in his heart and a song on his lips. Christ is his
Saviour, aye, and he shall learn yet to sing with strong emphasis :"What a Friend we have in Jesus."

But the road to heaven is not straight and broad, but winding
and narrow; and, as he comes to the turns in the road, fresh scenes
open before him which bring new experiences. Some of these are
transcendently beautiful, and h~s heart expands at the unveiled glories
of Christ. He sits by the way and feeds on spiritual food, and says :"My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this ;
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss."

But sometimes joy and sorrow lie not far apart. The heavens
become overcast, the cloud brings a chill, and he fears as he enters
into the cloud.
These experiences, like the clouds, are variable. The study of the
natural clouds is intensely interesting, whether sirrus, cumulus, or
stratus, or combinations-the gathering or the dispersing-lessons may
be learned. Sometimes there is a passing cloud which soon clears
away; at other times the cloud increases until the shining of the
sun is completely obscured, and dullness lasts through many days.
So are there trials which are short and sharp, while others are long
and wearying.
Are there clouds in your life? What is it that seems to shut the
brightness out ?
It may be that it is dark because the cloud of temptation wraps
you round; but He will not suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able to bear. The chill of personal loss may be felt .by you.
Affliction may be as a cloud. You are unfitted for duties and debarred
from spiritual activities. A lingering complaint or unmerited reproach
weighs upon the spirit; the clouds of disappointment or bereavement
may be about your path.
Again, it may be darkness of mind, or as when the Psalmist said,
" Thou didst hide Thy face and I was troubled."
Do ye tell me:-aye, and we do well to remember-that some of
these clouds rest on lives other than Christian ? Yes, man is born
to trouble as the sparks fly upward. The foolish fancy sometimes
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takes the mind that Christianity should render one immune from
trial; yet this is never promised. Yet may we not also reflect that
while clouds fall on all, God discriminates. He orders events according to the counsel of His will. Clouds are but clouds, but in some of
them the roar of heaven's artillery maybe heard, and woe to him
whom the lightning shall strike. Clouds may break in judgment;
clouds may have a mingling of judgment and mercy when the voice
is heard and the sinner is brought to his knees; but to the saint the
word ever applies :.• Ye fearful saints fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy and shall break
With blessings on your head."

What a sudden transition was here. It was one moment bright
and the next the cloud enveloped them. Such sudden transitions,
unlooked-for happenings, now and then break upon us, and the very
suddenness makes the trial all the sharper.
The clouds have an element of mystery in them, and very often
we are quite unable to perceive the reason for some of God's dealings
with us.
" God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders .to perform."

The balancing of the clouds is with Him.
We may then observe :Their Fear as They Enter the Cloud.
And is not t~is experience ours also? The unfamiliar engenders
fear-its strangeness, its peculiarity, its newness. We are only told
that they feared as they entered the cloud, but no explanation is
offered or reason given.
But may we not ask, Should they have feared after what they had
just witnessed, and while they had the Lord with them in the cloud?
Favour had been shown them, and yet they feared.
How groundless have many of our fears been. Are there not" fear
nots " throughout the Word applicable to the various experiences of
life?
Do not our fears discover the weakness of our faith and the need
for further teaching that we may fully trust His unerring wisdom
and love. Yes, we have to admit, " I find myself a learner yet."
That is true, and through these very clouds He teaches us.
There was a Blest Companionship in the Cloud.
He was with them there. If His words are true, and we know that
they are, then we have His Own word, " Lo I am with you alway."
" I will never leave thee nor forsake thee."
" Blind unbelief is sure to err, .
And scan His work in vain ;
God is His Own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."
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Oh, for the faith that
"

. views Him always near;
A Guide, a Glory, a Defence;
Then, what have we to fear? "

That cloud removed from them what had distracted their thought
from Him. Peter would have three tabernacles, but Christ has no
compeer.
Is not the fact of the preciousness of His companionship accentuated
as the cloud is removed? Is it not through some of the darker
experiences of life when we have learned that we have not been left
alone, but all through He has been with us, that by them we have
been drawn to the throne of grace, and in them have experienced His
sympathy, and through them have learned more of His preciousness?
They saw no man, save Jesus only.
" He never takes away our all :
Himself He gives us still."

There was a V oice Came from the Cloud.
The varied experiences of life are to leave us richer than they find us.
The cloud thus became the vehicle for communicating the Divine
will, the medium for affording direction, while the mercy manifested
to them showed how groundless were their fears.
Are you wrapped about by clouds? You need not fear, for the
Lord is there. Listen, listen for the Voice.

THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.
THE closing chapter of the Old Testament Scriptures announces the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ under the title of " the Sun of Righteousness." There is abundant reason for applying this title to Him.
Righteousness is one of His great attributes. "I will raise unto David
a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper. . . . And this
is His name whereby He shall be called the Lord our Righteousness."
In the New Testament He is called "Jesus Christ the Righteous."
Moreover, on two occasions He is likened to the sun. First, at His
transfiguration we are told that" His face did shine as the sun," and,
secondly, when He appeared to John in Patmos, we are told that
" His countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength." Other
New Testament Scriptures confirm this testimony concerning Him.
Referring to Him, Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, says:
" The Dayspring from on high hath visited us." Simeon speaks of
Him as " the Light to lighten the Gentiles." Peter bids God's people
to take heed unto the sure word of prophecy, " As unto a light that
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn and the Day Star arise."
John describes Him as " the true Light," and the Lord Jesus Himself
says: "I am the Light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." Scripture therefore
abounds in proof that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Sun of Righteousness
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Whose rising is announced in the prophecy of Malachi.> Now, though
it is true that the Lord Jesus at His first coming gave light to thenl
that sat in darkness, it is clear from Malachi's prophecy that His rising
in the full glory of the Sun of Righteousness is an event yet future.
It points to His second coming, that coming which is now the hope of
he Church of God. His coming, speaking generally, will affect two
classes of persons. It will affect the mere professor and bring judgment
upon him. It will also affect the true believer and issue in his eternal
blessedness. "Behold, the day cometh " (i.e., " the great and dreadful
day of the Lord ") "that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud,
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that
cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave
them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear My name
shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in His wings." What
a comfort is the latter portion of this passage to the Lord's people!
The day of the Lord is no terror to them. It is a day which will usher
in their eternal glorification. It is the day for which they have been
long waiting. "The Son of man shall come in His glory and all the
holy angels with Him," for the eternal benefit of His people. He will
come to receive them unto Himself, that where He is, there they may
be also. "When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye
also appear with Him in glory." The promise of His coming in glory
is given to those who fear Jehovah's name. These are referred to
elsewhere in Malachi's prophecy. "Then they that feared the Lord
spake often one to another: And the Lord hearkened, and heard it,
and a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that
feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name. And they shall
be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make up My
jewels." Do we wish to know if we are of the number of those who
fear the Lord 1 If so, let us ask ourselves a few questions. Do we
think upon His name 1 Is the Lord Jesus precious to our hearts 1
Can we think of God as our Covenant God and as our reconciled Father 1
Do we think of Christ as our Redeemer Who bought us with His blood
and has saved us by His grace 1 Is He on the throne of our hearts
and in the foreground of our thoughts 1 Is He " the chiefest among
ten thousand" and the "altogether lovely" One to us 1 Do we
think of the Spirit of God as our indwelling Sanctifier and as our everpresent Comforter, Teacher, and Upholder 1 Then, further, are our
thoughts of Him our Divine Lord expressed in words 1 Do we speak
often one to another of Him Who is precious to our souls 1 "They
spake often one to another." The Lord's people will need to do this
more and more as the times get darker and more perilous. They will
need to come together from their positions of loneliness and isolation
to exhort one another, and" so much the more as they see the day
approaching." The true people of God love to talk of Him. There
is no unwritten law in their homes that Christ must not be mentioned
in their drawing-rooms. They love to talk of His Covenant love, of
His exceeding great and precious promises, of His pardoning mercy,

496

The Gospel Magazine

His saving and distinguishing grace, of His keeping power, of His
providential leadings, and of their glorious prospects. They thus
hearten and encourage one another in the days of apostasy in which
- they live. And how blessed is it to note that the Lord takes pleasure
in them that fear Him. He hearkens to their spiritual converse and
notes it with delight, and He has determined to own them as His in
that day when He makes up His jewels. Be of good courage, then,
ye who fear the Lord. For your benefit the Sun of Righteousness
will arise. He will bring healing to you when He comes in glory.
He will wipe· away the tears from your faces, and the days of your
mourning shall be ended. He will bring joy to you when He comes.
" Ye shall go forth and gambol" (skip about in sport) " as calves of
the stall" (R.V.). You will enter into the joy of your Lord. He
will bring victory to you when He comes. " Ye shall tread down
the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet." You
will be associated with Him in the overthrow of the ungodly professor
and the overthrow of the apostate foes of the Lord and His anointed.
That glorious time is coming. "The night is far spent, the day is at
hand." Sorrow and sighing are prominent now, but" weeping may
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning."
THE GLORY OF CHRIST IN THE DISCHARGE OF HIS
MEDIATORY OFFICE.·
(FROM Meditations on the Glory of Christ, BY JOHN OWEN, D.D.)
As the Lord Christ was glorious in the susception of His office, so
was He also in its discharge.
An unseen glory accompanied Him in all that He did, in all that
He suffered. Unseen it was unto the eyes of the world, but not in
His, Who alone can judge of it. Had men seen it, they would not
have crucified the Lord of glory. Yet to some of them it was made
manifest. Hence they testified that, in the discharge of His office,
they "beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the
Father" (John i. 14); and that when others could see neither" form
nor comeliness in Him that He should be desired" (Isa. liii. 2). And
so it is at this day. I shall only make some few observations, first,
on what He did in a way of obedience; and then on what He suffered
in the discharge of His office so undertaken by Him.
1. a. What He did, what obedience He yielded unto the law of
God in the discharge of His office (with respect whereunto He said,
" Lo, I come to do Thy will,.O God; yea, Thy law is in my heart"
(Ps. xl. 7, 8), it was all on His own free choice or election, and was
resolved thereinto alone. It is our duty to endeavour after freedom,
willingness, and cheerfulness in all our obedience. Obedience hath
its formal nature from our wills. So much as there is of our wills
in what we do towards God, so much there is of obedience, and no
more. Howbeit we are, antecedently unto all acts of our own wills,
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obliged unto all that is called obedience. From the very constitution
of our nature we are necessarily subject unto the law of God. All
that is left unto us is a voluntary compliance with unavoidable commands; with Him it was not so. An act of His own will and choice
preceded all obligation as unto obedience. He obeyed because He
would, before because He ought. He said, "Lo, I come to do Thy
will, 0' God," before He was obliged to do that will. By His own
choice, and that in an act of infinite condescension and love, as we
have showed, He was "made of a woman," and thereby "made
under the law." In His Divine Person He was Lord of the law, above
it; no more obnoxious (liable) unto its commands than its curse.
Neither was He afterwards in Himself, on His own account, unobnoxious unto its curse merely because He was innocent, but also
because He was every way above the law itself and all its force.
This was the original glory of His obedience. This wisdom, the
grace, the love, the condescension, that was in this choice, animated
every act, every duty of His obedience, rendering it amiable in the sight
of God, and useful unto us. So, when He went to John to be baptized,
he, who knew He had no need of it on His own account, would have
declined the duty of administering that ordinance unto Him; but He
replied, "Suffer it to be so now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil
all righteousness" (Matt. iii. 15). This I have undertaken willingly,
of My own accord, without any need of it for Myself, and therefore
will discharge it. For Him, Who was Lord of all universally, thus to
submit Himself to universal obedience, carrieth along with it an
evidence of glorious grace.'
b. This obedience, as unto the use and end of it, was not for Himself,
but for us. We we~e obliged unto it, and could not perform it; He
was not obliged unto it any otherwise but by a free act of His own
will, and did perform it. God gave Him this honour, that He should
obey for the whole Church, that by " His obedience many should be
made righteous" (Rom. v. 19). Herein, I say, did God give Him
honour and glory, that His obedience should stand in the stead of
the perfect obedience of the Church as unto justification.
c. His obedience being absolutely universal, and absolutely perfect,
was the great representative of the holiness of God in the law. It
was represented glorious when the ten words were written by the finger
of God in tables of stone; it appears yet more eminently in the
spiritual transcription of it in the hearts of believers; but absolutely
and perfectly it is exemplified only in the holiness and obedience of
Ohrist, which answered it unto the utmost. And this is no small
part of His glory in obedience, that the holiness of God in the law
was therein, and therein alone, in that one instance, as unto human
nature, fully represented.
d. He wrought out this obedience against all difficulties and oppositions. For although He was absolutely free from that disorder which
in us hath invaded our whole natures. which internally renders all
obedience difficult unto us, and perfect obedience impossible, yet as
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unto opposition from without, in temptations, sufferings, reproaches,
contradictions, He met with more than we all. Hence is that glorious
word, " Although He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the
things which He suffered '.' (Heb. v. 8). .But,e. The glory of this obedience ariseth principally' from the consideration of the Person Who thus yielded it unto God. This was
no other but the Son of God made man-God and man in one Person.
He Who was in heaven, above all, Lord of all, at the same time lived
in the__.world in a condition of no reputation, and a course of the
strictest obedience unto the whole law of God. He unto Whom
prayer was made, prayed Himself night and day. He Whom all the
angels of heaven and all creatures worshipped was continually conversant in all the duties of the worship of God. He Who was over
the house diligently observed the meanest office of the house. He
that made all men, in Whose hand they are all as clay in the hand
of the potter, observed amongst them the strictest rules of justice
in giving unto everyone his due; and of charity, in giving good
things that were not so due. This is that which renders the obedience
of Ohrist in the discharge of His office both mysterious and glorious.
11. Again, the glory of Ohrist is proposed unto us in what He
suffered in the discharge of the office which He had undertaken.
There belonged, indeed, unto His office, victory, success, and triumph
with great glory (Isa. lxiii. 1-5); but there were sufferings also
required of Him antecedently thereunto: "Ought not Ohrist to suffer
these things, and to enter into His glory? "
But such were these sufferings of Christ as that in our thoughts
about them our minds quickly recoil in a sense of their insufficiency
to conceive aright of them. Never anyone launched into this ocean
with his meditations, but he quickly found himself unable to fathom
the depths of it; nor shall I here undertake an inquiry into them.
I shall only point at this spring of glory, and leave it under a veil.
We might here look on Him as under the weight of the wrath of
God, and the curse of the law, taking on Himself, and on His whole
soul, the utmost of evil that God had ever threatened to sin or
sinners. We might look on Him in His agony and bloody sweat, in
His strong cries and supplications, when He was sorrowful unto the
death, and began to be amazed, in apprehensions of the things that
were coming on Him, of that dreadful trial which He was entering
into. We might look upon Him conflicting with all the powers of
darkness, the rage and madness of men, suffering in His soul, His
body, His name, His reputation, His goods, His life; some of these
sufferingsbeing immediate from God above, others from devils and
wicked men, acting according to the determinate counsel of God.
We might look on Him praying, weeping, crying out, bleeding, dying,
in all things making His soul an offering for sin; so was He " taken
from prison, and from judgment: and who shall declare His generation? for He was cut off from the land of the living: for the transgression," saith God; "of My people was He smitten" (Isa. liii. 8).
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But these things I shall not insist on in particular, but leave them
under such a veil as may give us a prospect into them, so far as to
fill our souls with holy admiration.
-Lord, what is man, that Thou art thus mindful of him ~ and the
son of man, that Thou visitest him ~ Who hath known Thy mind,
or who hath been Thy counsellor ~ 0 the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His
judgments, and His ways past finding out! What shall we say unto
these things ~ That God spared not His only Son, but gave Him up
unto death, and all the evils included therein, for such poor,' lost
sinners as we were; that for our sakes the eternal Son of God should
submit Himself unto all the evils that our natures are obnoxious unto,
and that our sins had deserved, that we might be delivered!
How glorious is the Lord Christ on this account· in the eyes of
believers! When Adam had sinned and thereby eternally, according
unto t~e sanction of the law, ruined himself and all his posterity, he
stood ashamed, afraid, trembling, as one ready to perish for ever,
under the displeasure of God. Death was that which he had deserved,
ca,Tl.\llIDID~\llca,t~ \l~atb ~a'B tbat -wnicn ne lOOKed. ror. ln this state
the Lord Christ in the promise comes unto him, and says: Poor
creature! how woeful is thy condition! how deformed is thy appearance! What is become of the beauty of the glory of that image of
God wherein thou wast created ~ how hast thou taken on thee the
monstrous shape and image of Satan! And yet thy present misery,
thy entrance into dust and darkness, is no way to be compared with
what is to ensue. Eternal distress lies at the door. But yet look
up once more, and behold Me, that thou mayest have some glimpse
of what is in the designs of infinite wisdom, love, and grace. Come
forth from thy vain shelter, thy hiding-place. I will put Myself into
thy condition. I will undergo and bear that burden of guilt and
punishment which would sink thee eternally into the bottom of hell.
I will pay that which I never took, and be made temporally a curse
for thee, that thou mayest attain unto eternal blessedness. To the
same purpose He speaks unto convinced sinners, in the invitation He
gives them to come unto Him.
Thus is the Lord Christ set forth in the Gospel, " evidently crucified"
before our eyes (Gal. iii. 1), namely, in the representation that is
made of His glory, in the sufferings He underwent for the discharge
of the office He had undertaken. Let us, then, behold Him as poor,
despised, persecuted, reproached, reviled, hanged on a tree; in all
labouring under a sense of the wrath of God due unto our sins. Unto
this end are they recorded in the Gospel; read, preached, and represented unto us. But what can we see herein ~ what glory is in these
things ~ Are not these the things which all the world of Jews and
Gentiles stumbled and took offence at ~ those wherein He was
appointed to be a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence ~ Was it
not esteemed a foolish thing to look for help and· deliverance by the
miseries of another ~ to look for life by His death? The apostle
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declares at large that such it was esteemed (1 Cor. i.). So was it in
the wisdom of the world. But even on the account of these things
is He honourable, glorious, and precious in the sight of them that
do believe (1 Peter ii. 6, 7). For even herein He was" the power of
God, and the wisdom of God" (1 Cor. i. 24). And the apostle declares
at large the grounds and reasons of the different thoughts and apprehensions of men concerning the cross and sufferings of Christ: "But
if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in whom the
god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not,
lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, Who is the image of
God, should shine unto them. . . . God, Who commanded the light
to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ"
(2 Cor. iv. 3-6).
MOTOR CARS AND SABBATH DESECRATION.
" WHEN my father has money enough he is going to buy a little car
and we shall go to the seaside every Sunday. Then I can't come to
Sunday School." So said a little boy of about four years of age to
his Sunday School teacher. That fact is an illustration of what is
going on all over the country. The motor car is being used to ignore
the Divine ordinance of a weekly Sabbath for rest and worship. An
immense number of cars are used on the Lord's Day for excursions
to the seaside. We recently heard of a gentleInan, who holds a Bible
Class on Sunday afternoons for Public School boys, deploring the fact
that the number of those who attend is greatly lessened in the summer
. months, because the parents take their children to the seaside in their
cars on the Lord's Day. Thus God is forgotten, His law is flouted,
and the children of men give evidence that" there is no fear of God
before their" eyes." Places of worship and Sunday Schools are being
emptied, because in an increasing degree men fail to remember to
keep holy the Sabbath day. How solemn to think of the multitudes
in this professedly Christian country who are walking in the broad
way without any consciousness of the fact that it leads to hell.
In view of the increasing volume of Sabbath desecration ought not
real Christians to beware themselves of any looseness in Sabbath
observance ~ Are ministers setting a good example to others by
travelling in trains and buses on the Lord's Day ~ Are Churches
doing right in arranging for preachers to occupy their pulpits by
travelling by train on the Lord's Day ~ Is it really necessary ~ Can
nothing be done by really wise arrangement to avoid this method of
securing preachers. Sabbath desecration is one of many national sins
of which God takes note. "Shall I not visit for these things ~ saith
the Lord: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this ~
A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land; the prophets
prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and My
people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof ~ "
(Jer. v. 29-31.)
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MAHJORIE IN THE TRAIN.
a grind and a clatter, the long train drew up at the platform,
and the passengers began to pour out. From one compartment, next
to the guard's van, a lady descended and turned to take from her
husband bags and baskets and suitcases, and last of all a little boy
about three years old. His father stepped out after him, and then
they all turned back to the train, and called out, "Good-bye,
Marjorie !" A little girl was left behind, and she waved to them
vigorously. Marjorie was about nine years old; she wore a white
straw hat with a school hatband, and a navy blue coat over her
gym. dress. Her hair hung in two yellow plaits, and she had a cheerful,
smiling face. Whilst her friends on the platform were still calling
good-bye, a man in uniform came up briskly, entered the carriage,
and lifted the suitcase from the rack. Instantly there was a chorus
of protest, " Oh! but she's going on !" "Marjorie doesn't get out
here, do you, dear ~" And from the little girl herself, "I'm going
to Weston!" "Come along quickly," said the guard; "I don't go
any further with this train, and I want to put you up the other end,
where my mate can keep his eye on you." There was no need to say
more; l\1:arjorie bundled out, and trotted cheerfully after the guard.
It was plain that at Paddington the little girl had been put in the
guard's care; the people who were saying good-bye to her now were
just fellow-travellers who had been friendly and kind. It was the
guard who had all the responsibility for l\1arjorie's journey, and when
he left the train he did not forget to put her safely into his successor's
care.
The Christian's life has often been compared to a journey, but did
you ever realize that the believer is like a little child who has been
put in charge of the guard ~ Marjorie had to go from London to
""Veston, and the guard was altogether 'responsible for her safety all
the way. It was his business to see that no harm came to her, and
that she reached Weston safe and sound. In the same way the
responsibility for bringing home the people of God rests entirely with
the Lord Jesus. He came to earth to save His people from their
sins, and what He came to do He did. He spoke of it as the work
which His Father had given Him to do, and He said He must do it.
Though it meant dying the death of a criminal on the cross at Calvary,
He did not shrink; for He had accepted the responsibility for His
people's salvation, and the only way was for Him to bear the punishment which their sins deserved. When He had risen again from the
tomb to show that the. work of salvation was finished, He still was
responsible for calling out the people He had saved. Many had already
been brought into the fold; but He said there were still other sheep
and them also He must bring. We may be quite sure that everyone
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of the Lord's children will be brought safely home; He will not lose
one of those for whom He has made Himself responsible.
Marjorie had evidently had a very pleasant journey so far. I daresay
she had felt a little lonely at first, but the family in the carriage had
all been very kind" and friendly, and she felt quite at home with them.
That was not the guard's doing; but it is the goodness of the Lord
that provides His children with kind friends on the way, and with
so many comforts and mercies.
But now the time of parting came, and Marjorie's friends had to
leave her. And sometimes our friends are taken away; perhaps
they die, or go far away to a foreign land; or perhaps they just give
up caring for us. But what happened to Marjorie when her friends
were gone? She was thrown upon the mercy of the guard. To lose
one's friends may be bitter sorrow, but it is worth all the sorrow to
be cast upon God alone. When your dearest friend is taken from
you, how sweet to find tliat Jesus can fill your empty heart!
It seemed hard for Marjorie when the guard came up in such a
hurry, and told her she must move. She was comfortably settled in
the corner of the carriage, with a bit of coloured knitting in her lap,
and a picture book open beside her. But when the summons came
she seized her things and jumped up cheerfully to follow the guard.
She trusted him; you see. She did not worry about her suitcase; it
was much too heavy for her to carry, so she just left it for the guard,
and he picked it up as if it was no weight at all. Sometimes our
lives go quietly on for a long time, and it seems as if everything will
always be the same. Then suddenly there is a jolt and a stop, and
in a moment the face of life is changed. Now is the time to remember
that if we are the children of God, we are as much in His care as
Marjorie was in the guard's; when a change comes, we may be sure
He will tell us where to go next. He will surely lead the way Himself ;
and will He not carry our burdens too ?
It was whilst I was on the station myself that I saw all this happen
to Marjorie; but though I never heard if she reached Weston in the
end, I feel quite sure that she did, don't you? I am certain that
guard was a man to be trusted. What a mercy it is that we can trust
our Saviour to bring us safely home at last! For His Name's sake
He will lead us to the place in His Father's mansions that He has
prepared for us, there to be with Christ for ever.
DAMARIS.

" THOU art avenged, 0 God, Thou art avenged plentifully of Thine
enemies. Whosoever strives with Thee, is sure to gain nothing but
loss, but shame" but death, but hell. The Assyrians are slain,
Sennacherib is rewarded for his blasphemy; Jerusalem is rescued,
Hezekiah rejoices; the nations wonder and tremble. '0 love the
Lord, all ye saints; for He preserveth the faithful, and plenteously
rewardeth the proud doer.' "-(Bishop Hall's" Contemplat1:ons.")
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(!!ottesponlJcnct.
GO PEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We have now in the kind providence of God commenced another year of work in the Mission for the men of His
1ajesty's Forces, and pray that in weakness I may be made strong.
e would first give praise to Almighty God for His goodness in
granting peace to Europe. The Mission wishes to take advantage
of the many openings for literature which will arise through our men
being sent abroad. Times may become harder and more difficult,
and may be a greater test of our faith and dependence upon Him.
e have to remember that our men need our help as much as ever,
for the pull of the world was never so strong as now.
A lady working among soldiers writes, "Very many thanks for the
splendid parcel of Christian literature which you have so kindly sent for
our soldiers. It was most kind of you, and I pray that our Master's
richest blessing may rest upon you. Our men are under orders to
go abroad. I shall hope to distribute the literature as they start,
so that they may take the books with them when they go. I am
sorry that you are still unwell, but what a blessing it is that we are
permitted in His vineyard."
A chaplain writes, "May I offer my personal thanks for the four
magnificent parcels you have sent for the men of the sea. I can
assure you they will all find a home amongst the many contacts I am
making here in this port. Your physical condition is distressing,
yet I am confident that our Heavenly Father gives to you much
compassion in the grace of His Spirit."
Another chaplain writes, "Thank you very much for the parcel
of booklets. They will be very much valued by the men. On their
behalf will you accept our most grateful thanks ~ "
A lady worker writes, "Miss - - wishes to thank you for the
parcel of books, which she will find useful. There are not many
recruits here now as they are altering the barracks, but she likes to
send books to the regiment in India. Miss - - fully sympathizes
with you in the dimness of your sight, for she herself is nearly blind
and would be very grateful for your prayers for her in her work."
A friend writes, "I would have hardly thought it was over two
months since I last wrote to you, but it is, and we are that time
nearer our eternal home. And in these last days one does wonder
at times how soon that will be. What is this world-wide upheaval
leading up to 1 The Lord alone knows. If it _should be but the
beginning of the great tribulation, then nothing will stop it. What
an unspeakable mercy to be ready and watching for our Lord. The
enclosed is for you."
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
Bristol, 4~ Oct. 3rd, 1938.
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lBrott"tant 113tatnu.
NO MORE OFFERING FOR SIN.
the 'New Covenant, of which Our Lord Jesus Christ is the
Surety, "there is no more offering for sin." In connection with the
Old Covenant, sacrifices were offered daily and yearly. The Jewish
priest stood "daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same
sacrifices, which can never take away sins." So, on the day of
atonement, the appointed sacrifices were" offered year by year continually." There was constant repetition of the offerings, but now
we read, "there is no more offering for sin." Evidently there is an
immense difference between the one offering of Christ and the many
offerings of the law.
The offering of Christ was perfectly suitable for the putting away
of sin. Human sin required a human sin..offering. It was not fitting
that the sins of men should be expiated by the blood of bulls and of
goats. Hence, as " the children are partakers' of flesh and blood, He
also Himself likewise took part of the same; that through death
He might destroy him that had the power of death-that is, the devil;
and deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage." Christ's offering was sinless. Hence He could
offer Himself without spot to God. He could atone for the sins of
others, for He had no sins of His own. His offering was of infinite
value, for the Person Who offered Himself was Divine, the Son of the
living God. Hence His blood is efficacious to cleanse from all the
sins every sinner who trusts in Him. The offering of Christ is the
only sacrifice which has perfectly secured the forgiveness of sins.
"Without shedding of blood is no remission." But although the
blood of countless sacrifices was shed in connection with the Old
Covenant, it was not possible" that the blood of bulls and of goats
should take away sins." It is emphatically declared that these
sacrifices "can never take away sins." They could not make the
worshippers perfect as pertaining to the conscience. They only
sanctified to the purifying of the flesh. The cleansing they secured
was only outward in its character. Thus the Old Covenant made
no provision for the pardon of sin. Christ's blood, however, purges
the conscience from dead works to serve the living God. "After He
had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever," He " sat down on the right
hand of God." His sacrifice had secured the end for which it was
designed. By the sacrifice of Himself He did indeed and in truth
put away the sins of His people. "For by one offering He hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified." By His one sacrifice,
offered once for an, and never to be repeated, He secured perfect,
full, and everlasting forgiveness for all those who are the subjects of
the sanctifying operations of the Holy Ghost. "Now, where remission
of these is, there is no more offering for sin." The offering of Christ
UNDER
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has secured remission of sin to all who trust in His blopd, and therefore
here is no further need for a sin-offering. This great and precious
ru h was so burnt into the hearts and minds of the Reformers that
hey utterly repudiated the doctrine that Christ's offering could be
repeated! They said, " The sacrifices of Masses, in the which it was
commonly said that the priest did offer Christ for the quick and the
dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, were blasphemous fables,
and dangerous deceits" (Article XXXI).
It follows that there is no more remembrance of sins. In the
sacrifices of the law "there is a remembrance again made of sins
every year," because those sacrifices could not take away sin. But,
inasmuch as Christ has really put away sin by His sacrifice, God can
say of all who have faith in Christ.'s blood, " their sins and iniquities
will I remember no more." His believing people are eternally forgiven.
All their sins, past, present, and to come, were laid upon Christ, and
through faith in Him they are all forgiven. Sins of thought, of word,
of deed; sins of omission and sins of commission-all are forgiven.
The believer can say with Hezekiah, "Thou hast cast all my sins
behind Thy back." Our God" will have compassion upon us; He
will subdue our iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the
depths of the sea." Our sins shall be sought for, but they shall not
be found. God says to His people, " I have blotted out, as a thick
cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins." 0 what a blessed
assurance this is! Our sins may be more in number than the hairs
of our head, and yet, " The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth
us from all sin." Reader, is this thy portion? Hast thou heard the
Lord speaking to thy soul, and saying, " Be of good cheer; thy sins
be forgiven thee."
We read, further, in the great Epistle to the Hebrews, of "No
more conscience of sins." This is blessedly true of all believers who
take God at His Word. If the legal sacrifices had really secured
forgiveness, "would they not have ceased to be offered? Because
that, the worshippers once purged, should have had no more conscience
of sins." As the case stands, the worshippers ,were nev~r purged by
means of the legal sacrifices. But, through the sacrifice of Christ,
the humble and believing worshipper is fully, perfectly, and eternally
forgiven. If, therefore, he believes God's Word, speaking to His
soul, he will have no more consciousness of sin as regards its condemning power. He will rejoice in the assurance that his sins cannot again
be laid to his charge. He will be conscious of indwelling sin. He
will be ready to say, with the apostle, " I know that in me (that is,
in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing." He will be ready to acknowledge that he is conscious of many failings; but he is assured by the
Word of Him. Who eannot lie that his sins are no longer imputed.
They are wholly and for ever forgiven. He has a heart " sprinkled
from an evil conscience." Believing reader, thy God assures thee
that there is no more offering for sin, no more remembrance of sins,
no more conscience of sins. Dost thou believe the Word of thy God ?
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lltehiew£) aull §ltlttces of !Dooks.·
HAPPY GREETINGS FOR 1939. Price: Single copies, 2id.; 6 copIes
for Is. 3d.; 36 copies for 6s.-all post free. (The Lord's Day
Ob~ervance Society, 22, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.I.)
This is the almanac in booklet form of the chief Society for promoting
the due observance of the Lord's Day. It is as usual brightly got
up, and, independently of the almanac, it contains twenty-eight pages
of interesting reading matter.
.
My POCKET COMPANION, 1939. Price, 2d.; post free, 2id. Superior
editions at 6d., Is., and 2s. 6d. (The Protestant Truth Society,
31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
This is described as the" ever popular Annual Diary." The Editor
(Mr. J. A. Kensit) says that his" Pocket Oompanionfor 1939 is occupied
with the great subject of prayer." A general look at its contents
proves the truth of this assertion. By ordering a copy our readers
will be able to judge for themselves.
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" ALL the simplicity in the world can do no good, unless you preach
the simple Gospel of Jesus Christ so fully and clearly that everybody
can understand it.
" All the simplicity in the world, again, is useless without a good
lively delivery. If you bury your head in your bosom, and mumble
over your manuscript in a dull, monotonous, droning way, like a
bee in a bottle, so that people cannot understand what you are
speaking about, your preaching will be in vain."-(Bishop J. O. Ryle.)

