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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to cOmfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHUNS i. 4.

FEARLESSNESS, FIXITY, AND FAITH.
" He shall 1Wt be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting
in the LORD."-PSALM cxii. 7.

ARTICLES for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE have to be prepared weeks
and sometimes months before their publication, but the LORD'S
guidance is always sought, and when they appear they are often
found to be timely. It needs to be remembered that whatever
our circumstances, domestic, national, or ecclesiastical, GOD'S
Word is always needed to be a lamp unto our feet and a light
unto our path. Moreover, paramount above all earthly concerns,
is concern about our spiritual welfare. In particular, the salvation
of the soul is always more important than the salvation of the
body. We write when at last the long-dreaded war has broken
out. Every effort is being made by the authorities to save the
lives of children and others from possible air raids. Air-raid
precautions are being taken all over the country, and multitudes,
who are wholly unconcerned about the salvation of their souls,
are full of nervous fear lest bombs should fall on their own village
or town or city. Yet men can only kill the body. They cannot
touch the soul. The fear of what man can do has taken possession
of men's minds, but few have any fear of Him Who can cast
sinners into hell.
The passage at the head of this "Family Portion" speaks of
fearlessness, fixity, and faith. It describes what should characterize
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every godly man and woman in this time of national peril. The
person, of whom the Psalmist speaks, is a man "that feareth the
LORD, that delighteth greatly in His commandments" (verse 1).
He is one who has been born again. He has a new heart. He is
trusting in the merits of a coming REDEEMER. GOD has put His
Spirit within him, and, under His constant influence and power,
he delights greatly in GOD'S commandments. He delights in the
law of GOD after the inward man. The moral law is his rule of
life. He is saved from its penalty, because CHRIST obeyed its
precepts and endured its penalty in his stead, and now he manifests
that the LORD has regenerated and saved him, by walking in His
ways. He delights in GOD'S Word. He delights in the observance
of His day. The fear of GOD is in His heart, and He reverences
His Name. Such a man is marked more or less by fearlessness,
fixity, and faith.
There is something wrong with our spiritual state if it cannot
be said of us that we shall not be afraid of evil tidings, our hearts
being fixed, trusting in the LORD.
1. In the first place, if we are in a right state spiritu,ally, we shall
be marked by fearlessness.
Worldly people may be filled with fear and dread. They may
be in a worried state of mind all day, and at night be unable to
sleep, but GOD'S people should be able to say, "GOD is our Refuge
and Strength, a very present Help in trouble. Therefore will not
we fear." We will not fear" though the earth be removed, and
though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though
the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains
shake with the swelling thereof" (Ps. xlvi. 1, 2).
Some of the fears of GOD'S people are purely imaginary. They
fear things which never happen. They give way to anxieties and
dreads and fears concerning things which never take place. It
may be that they are naturally nervous, timid, and fearful. Yet
fear is the opposite of faith, and it is therefore unbelief, and
unbelief is sin. "Be careful for nothing" is the apostolic injunction. The words mean, "In nothing be anxious." We ought not
to be anxious about food, or clothing, about our children, our
business, or about our lives. Our LORD teaches us to take no
anxious thought about the morrow. He rebukes us for our little-
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ness of faith, and we need to take heed to His rebuke. " Why
are ye fearful, 0 ye of little faith ~ " (Matt. viii. 26).
Your GOD is not dead. He is still the living GOD, and He is
still ruling in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants
of the earth. Do you believe that" none can stay His hand " ~
Do you believe in His omnipotence, His omniscience, and His
faithfulness ~ Has He ceased to be omnipotent ~ Is His knowHas He ceased to be trustworthy ~
ledge of our case deficient ~
Wherefore all this worry and anxiety ~
You say, "Surely the Editor does not know that we are at war.
He is living in some obscure village in Norfolk, many miles from
a railway station. The news of the war has not reached the poor
man, otherwise surely he would not write like that." You are
mistaken. We know all about the matter and we feel we have
come to a very solemn period in. our history, and we know not
whereunto this war will grow. Yet we say there is something
spiritually wrong with us, if we give way to fear.
The giddy, half-dressed, and worldly crowd who dance in ballrooms and parade the seaside promenades, and rush about in
motor cars on the LORD'S day-they may give way to worry and
dread and fear, but they have no GOD, no SAVIOUR, and no hope.
No wonder if they are in mortal dread of the things that may
happen.
But thou art a child of GOD. Thy sins are all forgiven. Thou
hast a rich FATHER. He has loved thee from eternity. Thou
wast so precious to Him, that. despite all thy sins-manifold and
mighty-He gave His only-begotten SON to redeem thee. He has
told thee that He will never leave thee, and that He will bring
thee to glory. Wherefore then art thou afraid ~ Dost thou doubt
His Word, His love, His power, and His faithfulness ~ Fie on
t.hee!
" Give to the winds thy fears;
Hope, and be undismayed;
GOD hears thy sighs, and counts thy tears;
GOD shall lift up thy head.
" Through waves, and clouds, and storms,
He gently clears thy way;
Wait thou His time; so shall the night
Soon end in joyous day.
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" He everywhere hath sway,
And all things serve His might;
His every act pure blessing is,
His path unsullied light.
"When He makes bare His arm,
What shall His work withstand ~
When He His people's cause defends,
Who, who shall stay His hand ~
" Leave to His sovereign sway
To choose and to command;
With wonder filled, thou then shalt own
How wise, how strong His hand.
" Thou seest our weakness, LORD,
Our hearts are known to Thee:
Oh! lift Thou up the sinking hand,
Confirm the feeble knee! "
(P. Gerhardt, 1659.)

Listen to the GOD Who "worketh all things after the counsel
of His Own will." He says, " Fear thou not; for I am with thee:
be not dismayed; for I am thy GOD: I will strengthen thee;
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand
of My righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10).
2. Secondly, if we are in a right state spiritually, we shall be marked
by fixity.
The godly man's heart is fixed. There is fixity in his principles.
He believes the truths of GOD'S Word are fixed, unchangeable,
and immutable. He says, " For ever, 0 LORD, thy Word is settled
in heaven" (Ps. cxix. 89).
What was true in the first century is true to-day. The word
which CHRIST and His apostles spake is just as much needed to-day
as when they spake it. All that GOD has spoken in His Word
shall stand for ever. The teaching of GOD'S Word concerning sin,
salvation, heaven and hell, still abides. Man is still as wicked
and as helpless as ever. CHRIST'S blood is still needed to cleanse
from all sin. Salvation is still of the LORD. It is never brought
about by, or dependent on, the free will of man. The promises of
GOD are still yea and amen. An eternal heaven and an eternal
hell are still the revealed truth of GOD.
The godly man remains therefore fixed in his principles, in spite
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of Darwinism, Modernism, and Sacerdotalism. He does not move
with the times. He is not driven from pillar to post. He is
"not tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine" (Eph. iv. 14). He stands fast in the faith once for all
delivered to the saints. He does this by the grace of GOD.
Through that grace he seeks to be steadfast, unmovable, and always
abounding in the work of the LORD.
There is fixity in his habits. He knows what a helpless creature
he is in himself.· He knows he is in daily need of Divine instruction, encouragement, and comfort. Hence he is fixed in his habit
of meditating in GOD'S Word day and night. He is so weak in
Himself that he gives himself daily and often to prayer for Divine
grace, guidance, and comfort. He is fixed in his habit of remembering the Sabbath day to keep it holy.
There is fixity in his walk, conduct, and conversation. True, he
humbly owns to the full that in many things he offends-as all
other believers offend. He dare not say, "I have no sin." He
knows that if he said so, he would be deceiving himself, and
speaking falsely. Yet the general bent and aim of his life is to
walk in the light, to walk circumspectly, to walk worthily of the
vocation wherewith he is called. He is fixed in his desire to be
separate from the world and to live soberly, righteously, and godly,
looking for that blessed hope. It is his constant aim to beware
of worldly pleasures, worldly associations, and worldly customs.
He has to suffer for being as the world says" straitlaced," but,
by GOD'S grace, he is fixed in his desire to walk as one who belongs
to the narrow way, and whose affection is set on things above.
3. Thirdly, if we are in a right state spiritually, we shall be marked
by faith in the living GOD.
"His heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord." "Have faith in
GOD," our LORD said to His disciples. Whatever your difficulties,
dangers, or problems, trust in Him. Beware of doubting His
power, His love, and His faithfulness. Beware of being guilty of
the sin of "limiting the Holy One of Israel." We need to trust
in Him to supply all our temporal and spiritual needs. We need
to trust in Him to carry out all His gracious purposes. No power
on earth or in hell can hinder Him from accomplishing the number
of His elect.
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We need to trust in Him in regard to our national troubles.
These are indeed great and solemn, and we do not merit His
mercy. Our sins as a nation cry out for judgment, but He may
spare the nation from many trials for the sake of His people in
it. In any case, we should trust in Him to carry out all His
purposes, believing that nothing is too hard for Him, and nothing
can withstand His power. At times we may say, "What time I
am afraid, I will trust in Thee" (Ps. lvi. 3). At other times we
may rise higher and say, "Behold, GOD is my salvation; I will
trust, and not be afraid" (Isa. xii. 2).
Faith in GOD should at all times characterize GOD'S people.
In these solemn times may fearlessness, fixity, and faith, increasingly be manifest in the people of GOD. To them it is said, " Trust
in Him at all times, ye people; pour out your heart before Him :
GOD is a Refuge for us" (Ps. lxii. 8).
" Fear Him, ye saints! and you will then
Have nothipg else to fear;
Make you His service your delightYour wants shall be His care."
THE EDITOR

"}Vhitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

CONFRONTING THE DEVIL.
" THUS a faithful man by faith only in Christ, may raise up himself,
and conceive such sure and sound consolation, that he shall not need
to fear the devil, sin, death, or any evils. And although the devil
set upon him with all might and main, and go about him with all the
terrors of the world to oppose him, yet he conceiveth good hope
even in the midst thereof, and thus he saith: Sir Devil, I fear not thy
threatenings and terrors, for there is One Whose Name is Jesus Christ,
in Whom I believe; He hath . . . condemned sin, vanquished death,
and destroyed hell: and He is thy tormentor, 0 Satan, for He hath
bound thee and holdeth thee captive, to the end that thou shouldst
no more hurt me, or any that believeth in Him. This faith the devil
cannot overcome, but is overcome of it. 'For this is the victory
(saith St. John) that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is
he that overcometh the world, but he which believeth that Jesus is
the Son of God 1 ' (1 John v. 4, 5)."-Luther on Galatians.
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IDOLATRY AND THE LAST DAYS.
NOTES OF AN ADDRESS INTENDED TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN IN CAXTON
HALL, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE
SOVEREIGN GRACE ADVENT TESTIMONY, ON TUESDAY, SEPT. 19TH
LAST. THE MEETING, HOWEVER, WAS CANCELLED BECAUSE OF THE
OUTBREAK OF THE WAR.
THE subject assigned to me is "Idolatry and the Last Days."
By the last days I understand the closing period of this dispensation. It is evident that that period will be marked by apostasy
from the faith and the revelation of the man of sin (2 Thess. ii. 3).
The Epistles to Timothy show that in the last days there would
be a departure from the faith, and that men would give heed to
seducing spirits and doctrines of demons. Coveteousness, pride,
blasphemy, disobedience to parents, fierceness, and love of pleasure
more than God would also characterize the last days. Peter's
Second Epistle shows that in the last days the truth of the Lord's
coming would be scoffed' at and denied. (See 1 Tim. iv. 1;
2 Tim. iii. 1-4; 2 Peter iii. 3, 4.)
Now there can be no doubt that apostasy from the faith
prevails to-day, and doctrines of demons are heeded rather than the
doctrines of the Word of God. Coveteousness, pride, blasphemy,
disobedience to parental authority, awful cruelty, and the love of
pleasures more than the love of God abounds. Proofs are also
forthcoming that the precious truth of the Lord's coming is denied
by many.
The large return of the Jews to Palestine, the rise of a kingdom
in Babylonia, and the foreshadowings of the man of sin by dictatorships, all seem to suggest that we are rapidly approaching the
very closing period of this dispensation.
In other words, that we are in the last days. Yet it could easily
be shown that in medieval times, and in the centuries following
the Reformation, error and sin greatly abounded. No doubt
however, the errors and evils which have abounded more or less
in the past will gather in force and intensity, and the time will
come when the manifestation of evil will be so terrible that no
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doubt will be left in the minds of believers that they have indeed
arrived at the last days.
Now the subject on which I am speaking suggests that amongst
. the evils of the last days will be the great sin of idolatry. It may
be well, therefore, if I draw your attention: (1) To the meaning
and source of idolatry; (2) To the early and long-continued
prevalence of idolatry; (3) To the Divine judgments upon idolatry;
(4) To idolatry in the Christian Church and its final development
in the last days.
- 1. First, let us consider the meaning and source of idolatry.
The word idolatry occurs only four times in the New Testament.
In the Epistle to the Corinthians the apostle says, "·Wherefore,
my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry" (1 Cor. x. 14), a warning
still needed to-day. In the Epistle to the Galatians the apostle
places idolatry amongst the lusts of the flesh (Gal. v. 19, 20),
and he teaches that those who continue to be guilty of it "shall
not inherit the kingdom of God" (verse 21). In the Epistle to
the Colossians he exhorts believers to mortify the sin of coveteousness, "which," he says, "is idolatry" (Col. iii. 5). Peter speaks
in his First Epistle of the believers to whom he wrote as having
walked at one time in " abominable idolatries " (iv. 3). The word
translated "idolatry" in these places means "the worship of
false gods."
Idolatry, however, may take two forms. It may take the form
of worshipping the true God by means of an idol, or it may take
the form of worshipping false gods by means of idols.
The apostle says to the Corinthian saints, "Neither be ye
idolaters, as were some of them" (1 Cor. x. 7). He is referring
to the idolatry connected with the worship of the golden calf

which .A.aron. made in. the wildemeaa fo],:

th~ ~hildI~n.

of

I~Ia@.l.

(See Exod. xxxii. 6, and context.) The feast which Aaron proclaimed was "a feast unto Jehovah." The calf which they
worshipped was regarded as a representation of the God Who had
brought them out of Egypt. In worshipping it "they changed
their glory (i.e., their God) into the similitude of an ox that eateth
grass." (See Ps. cvi. 19, 20; Jer. ii. 11.)
Stephen says, "they offered sacrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced
in the works of their own hands" (Acts vii. 41).
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The calves set up at Bethel and Dan by Jeroboam are another
instance of the worship of J ehovah by means of idols. In both
cases the sin of idolatry was committed. Bishop J. O. Ryle says,
"In both instances a great sin was committed. The honour due
to God was given to a visible representation of Him. The majesty
of J ehovah was offended. The second commandment was broken.
There was, in the eyes of God, a flagrant act of idolatry" (Knots
Untied, p. 485).
The worship of false gods is frequently referred to in the New
Testament. The Oorinthian saints at one time were "carried
away unto dumb idols" (1 Oor. xii. 2).
The conversion of many of the Thessalonian saints was" a
turning to God from idols to serve the living and true God"
(1 Thess. i. 9).
The city of Athens was "wholly given to idolatry," literally,
"full of idols" (Acts xvii. 16).
Whether, however, men worship the true God by means of an
idol, or whether they worship false and imaginary gods by means
of an idol, in both cases the sin of idolatry is committed. The
first commandment plainly forbids the worship of any other god
but Jehovah. "Thou shalt have no other gods before Me."
The second commandment definitely forbids the making and
the worshipping of graven images. "I am the Lord: that is
My Name: and My glory will I not give to another, neither My
praise to graven images" (Isa. xlii. 8).
Bishop J. O. Ryle says, "Whether in the adoration of the idol
of Juggernaut, or in the adoration of the host in St. Peter's at
Rome, the principle of idolatry is in reality the same. In either
case the honour due to God is turned aside from Him, and bestowed
on that which is not God. And whenever this is done, whether
in heathen temples or in professedly Ohristian Ohurches, there is
an act of idolatry" (Knots Untied, p. 484).
The cause of idolatry may be said to be the world, the flesh,
and the devil.
The only living and true God claims from men whole-hearled
love. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind" (Matt. xxii. 37).
The majority of people, however, do not love Him. They love
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the world. The world is in some measure their god. They love
its company, its pomp and vanity, its riches and its pleasures,
and we read, "If any man love the world, the love of the Father
is not in Him" (1 John ii. 15).
The flesh is another cause of idolatry. That sin is mentioned
by the apostle as one of its works.
Idolatry also proceeds from the devil. One of his great temptations is expressed in the words, " All these things will I give Thee,
if Thou wilt fall down and worship me" (Matt. iv. 9).
The prophet Samuel says, "Stubbornness," i.e., obstinate and
unyielding disobedience, "is as iniquity and idolatry" (1 Sam.
xv. 23). Fausset quotes a commentator as saying, "Conscious
disobedience is idolatry because it makes self-will, the human I,
into a god" (Fausset's Oyclopwdia, p. 305).
Was not this the first human sin, committed at the instigation
of the devil ~ Satan's voice was listened to and God's voice was
disobeyed.
2. Secondly, think of the early and long-continued prevalence of
idolatry.
We do not read of idolatry in its ordinary meaning before the
flood. No doubt at first worship was rendered to the only living
and true God. The early religion of man was, as Sir Charles
Marston has pointed out, monotheistic. Idolatry, however, prevailed in the time of Abraham. Joshua said to Israel, "Your
fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood (the Euphrates) in old
time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor :
and they served other gods." Then he said, "Now therefore fear
the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and in truth: and put away
the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood; and
in Egypt, and serve ye the Lord" (Joshua xxiv. 2, 14). Thus
idolatry more or less characterized the children of Israel in Egypt
and even after the conquest of Canaan. Notwithstanding all the
exhibitions of Divine power exercised on their behalf in Egypt,
in the wilderness, and in the conquest of Canaan, they were still
cherishing the sin of idolatry.
The people of Egypt were idolaters, for God said, "Against all
the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment" (Exod. xii. 12). The
seven nations of Canaan were wholly given to idolatry. Moses
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said to Israel, "Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve
them, nor do after their· works: but thou shalt utterly overthrow
them, and quite break down their images." (See Exod. :xxiii. 24;
Deut. vii. 5.)
But idolatry more or less characterized the whole history of
God's chosen people. The apostle refers to the early rise of
idolatry in the Epistle to the Romans. Although God's eternal
power and Godhead were understood by the things that are made,
yet, "when they knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neither
were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their
foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they
became fools, and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into
an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things," and they" changed the truth
of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more
(rather) than the Creator, Who is blessed for ever" (Rom.
i. 20-23, 25).
This great sin still prevails and the majority of the human race
to-day are given up to idolatry.
3. Thirdly, think of the DiV1,ne judgments visited upon idolaters.
The awful character of the sin of idolatry is seen in the Divine
judgments which the Lord visited upon individuals and nations
because of this sin.
The penalty of death was to be visited upon any individual
who was guilty of this sin. If a brother, a son, a daughter, or a
wife, or a friend, were to say, "Let us go and serve other gods,"
not only was the temptation to be resisted, but the command was
given, " Thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon
him to put him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the
people." No pity was to be shown, even towards the nearest
relative (Deut. xiii. 6-11).
Idolatry and all the abominations associated with it was the
cause of the Divine command to exterminate the Canaanites and
to make a clean sweep of their idols (Deut. vii. 5, 6, 25, 26;
xii. 29-31). It was the awful sin of idolatry of which Solomon was
guilty, through his alliance with idolatrous women, which brought
about the break-up of the kingdom (1 Kings xi. 31-33). Idolatry
brought ruin to the house of Jeroboam, who was Divinely chosen
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to reign over the ten tribes after Solomon's death (1 Kings xiv. 7-10 ;
xv. 25-30). Idolatry was the cause, alike of the captivity of the
ten tribes by the Assyrians, and of the two tribes by the Babylonians
(2 Kings xvii. 5-12, 16-18; xxi. 10-15; 2 Chron. xxxiv. 23-25;
xxxvi. 14-21). These judgments upon Israel were foretold by
Moses hundreds of years before (see Deut. xxix. 24-28; xxxi. 16-18).
The constant warnings againstidolatry in the Book of Deuteronomy
serve to show how hateful to God is this sin. On Mount Ebal
the Levites, representing six of the tribes, were to "say unto all
the men of Israel with a loud voide, Cursed be the man that maketh
any graven or molten image, an abomination unto the Lord, the
work of the hands of the craftsman, and putteth it in a secret
place. And all the people shall answer and say, Amen" (Deut.
xxvii. 14, 15).
4. Fourthly, let us now think of idolatry during the Christian era.
At first the Christian Church was practically free from this sin,
though the danger of falling into it was always present. Hence
the Apostle Paul exhorted the Corinthian Church to "flee from
idolatry," and the Apostle John later on said, "Little children,
keep yourselves from idols." (See 1 Cor. x. 7, 14; 1 John v. 21.)
Gradually, however, this sin was fostered. First, it was thought
that images might be set up in Churches, so long as the worship
of them was forbidden. Later, this restriction was withdrawn
and professedly Christian people worshipped idols. Thus the sin
which is expressly forbidden in the first and second commandments
became common in the Christian Church.
Images and idolatry always go together. The Second Book of
Homilies, issued by our English Reformers, contains a long, full,
and learned account of the idolatry in the professing Church prior
to the Reformation, and it shows that the whole of Christendom
was" at once drowned in abominable idolatry, of all other vices
most detested of God and most damnable to man, and that by the
space of eight hundred years and more."
The Reformation in the sixteenth century was an uncompromising
revolt against this sin. Idolatry prevailed in the Church of Rome
in connexion with the Lord's Supper, and in connexion with images,
relics, and dead saints. The Reformers definitely set themselves
against this sin. In reference to the Lord's Supper they said,
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" No adoration is intended, or ought to be done, either unto the
sacramental bread or wine there bodily received, or unto any
corporal presence of Christ's natural flesh and blood. For the
sacramental bread and wine remain still in their very natural
substances, and therefore may not be adored; (for that were
idolatry, to be abhorred of all faithful Christians ;) and the natural
body and blood of our Saviour Christ are in heaven, and not here;
it being against the truth of Christ's natural body to be at one
time in more places than one" (Rubric at the end of Communion
Service).
The Thirty-nine Articles declare that "the sacrament of the
Lord's Supper was not by Christ's ordinance reserved, carried
about, lifted up, or worshipped." The Twenty-second Article
says, "The Romish doctrine concerning Purgatory, Pardons,
W orshipptng and Adoration, as well of Images as of Reliques, and
also Invocation of Saints, is a fond thing vainly invented, and
grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, but rather repugnant to
the Word of God."
Thus at one sweep the Reformers repudiated the worship of
images, relics, and dead saints.
The Act of Settlement, passed in the reign of William Ill, required
every sovereign of this country at his or her coronation, to " make,
subscribe, and audibly repeat" a declaration against the idolatry
associated with Mariolatry and the sacrifice of the Mass. That
declaration contained the words, "I do solemnly and sincerely
profess, testify, and declare that I do believe ... that the invocation or adoration of the Virgin Mary or any other saint, and the
sacrifice of the Mass, as they are now used in the Church of Rome,
are superstitious, and idolatrous."
Within recent years the making of this declaration by the
sovereign at his or her coronation has been abolished, but the
words show that our fathers regarded the invocation of the saints
and the sacrifice of the Mass as "superstitious, and idolatrous."
Bishop J. C. Ryle quotes this declaration in his Knots Untied
(pp. 509, 510), and he adds, "May the day never come when
British sovereigns shall cease to make the above declaration! "
Degeneration, however, has set in, and both in the Church of
England and in the Nonconformist Churches, the old antagonism
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towards the Church of Rome has almost died out, and the rise of
the Oxford or Anglo-Catholic movement has permeated the Church
of England and brought back again, illegally it is true, but none
the less really, the idolatry associated with the invocation of
saints and with the Lord's Supper. The word "Mass" is now
in common use in a great number of Churches, and the communion
tables and services of a very large number of Churches are scarcely
-distinguishable from what obtains in Roman Catholic Churches.
"This horrible idolatry," as Cranmer calls it, connected with
the Mass, has in these last days gained a firm foothold in the Church
of England.
Bishop Ryle says, "Romanism in perfection is a gigantic system
of Church-worship, sacrament-worship, Mary-worship, saint-worship,
image-worship, relic-worship, and priest-worship-it is in one word,
a huge organized idolatry" (Knots Untied, p. 498). Yet this idolatry
is more or less rampant in the Church of England.
THE CLOSING DEVELOPMENT OF IDOLATRY.

There seems, however, to be clear evidence in Scripture that the
great sin of idolatry will be more fully and universally developed,
and in a new form immediately prior to the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
I was deeply interested recently in the following words of the
late Bishop J. C. Ryle. He says, "I, for one, am not surprised
at the quantity of idolatry existing, both in the world and in the
visible Church. I believe it perfectly possible that we may yet
live to see far more of it than some have ever dreamed of. It
would never surprise me if some mighty personal Antichrist were
to arise before the end;-mighty in intellect, mighty in talents
for government, aye, and mighty perhaps, in miraculous gifts, too.
It would never surprise me to see such an one as him setting up
himself in opposition to Christ, and forming an infidel conspiracy
and combination against the Gospel. I believe that many would
rejoice to do him honour, who now glory in saying, 'We will not
have this Christ to reign over us.' I believe that many would
make a god of him, and reverence him as an incarnation of truth,
and concentrate their idea of hero-worship on his person. I
advance it as a possibility, and no more. But of this at least
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I am certain-that no man is less safe from danger of idolatry than
the man who now sneers at every form of religion; and that from
infidelity to credulity, from atheism to the grossest idolatry, there
is but a single step. Let us not think, at all events, that idolatry
is an old-fashioned sin, into which we are never likely to fall. 'Let
him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall.' We shall
do well to look into our own hearts: the seeds of idolatry are
all there. We should remember the words of St. Paul, 'Flee from
idolatry' " (Knots Untied, by Bishop J. C. Ryle, pp. 490, 491).
Now it is probable that when Bishop Ryle wrote these words
he had in mind such passages of Scripture as the words of the
Apostle Paul concerning the revelation of the man of sin prior
to the Lord's coming, and the words of the Apostle John in
reference to the beast of Revelation xiii. The Apostle Paul says;
" That day shall not come except there come a falling away first,
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition." He
describes the man of sin as one" who opposeth and exalteth himself
above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he
as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is
God."
The words clearly point to an individual man.. He will exalt
himself above all that is called God. The true God is God the
Father, of Whom are all things. He is rightly called God. Of
Him we read, " In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth."
But "there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in
earth (as there be gods many and lords many)." These gods are
false imaginary beings which are worshipped in association with
idols. It would seem that the man of sin will exalt himself above
the only living and true God, and above all imaginary gods, whether
in the heathen world or in the professing Church. He will sit ill,
the temple of God, showing himself that he is God, i.e., setting
himself forth as God. Thus, claiming to be God, He will be
worshipped.
In other words, the great sin of idolatry will be committed in
a new form. Men will not bow down merely to a dumb idol, but
they will bow down to an individual man claiming Divine attributes.
This man is described as one "whose coming is after the working
32
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of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders." He will
be under the influence of Satan and by means of Satanic power
_he will work signs and lying wonders or "wonders of falsehood."
The worship of this man will be a crowning act of idolatry. (See
2 Thess. ii. 3-12).
The same man seems clearly to be referred to under the name
of a beast. Of him it is written, "The dragon (i.e., the devil)
gave him his power, and his seat (or throne), and great authority."
Then we read, "They worshipped the dragon which gave power
to the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like
unto the beast ~ Who is able to make war with him ~" He
will open his mouth in blasphemy against God and make war
with the saints "and all that dwell upon the earth shall worship
him, whose names are not written in the book of life" (Rev. xiii. 1-8).
Here, indeed, is idolatry in the last days. The man of sin will
be on the earth at the very end of this age; for we read that the
Lord shall consume him with the spirit of His mouth, and destroy
him with the brightness of His coming. So we read of the beast
that he, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, will gather
together to make war against Christ at His coming, but he will
be cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone (Rev.
xix. 19, 20).
But what about those who worship the beast ~ "If any man
worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup
of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and
brimstone. . . . And the smoke of their torment ascended up for
ever and ever" (Rev. xiv. 9-11). "Idolaters, and all liars, shall
have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone,
which is the second death" (Rev. xxi. 8).
We are living at a time when there are foreshadowings of the
man of sin. A prominent statesman (Mr. Churchill) recently
said, "All the English-speaking peoples-and they were backed
by their Constitutions-had a horror of handing themselves over
body and soul to one man and worshipping him as though he
were an idol. But in Germany, on a mountain peak, there sits
one man who, in a single day, can release the world from the fear
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that now oppresses it, or, in a single day, can plunge all that we
have and are into a volcano of smoke and flame."
Things seem to be developing very fast towards the time when
the man of sin will be revealed, and the predicted idolatry will
be rendered to him by all whose names are not in the book of life.
"Wherefore, my dearly beloved," says the Apostle, "flee from
idolatry." Flee from it now in the professing Church and in the
world. Beware of man worship. "Be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing." "Watch ye, stand fast
in the faith, quit you like men, be strong" (1 Cor. x. 14; xvi. 13;
2 Cor. vi. 17).
THE EDITOR.

CHRIST'S VICARIOUS ATONEMENT.
J. ORMISTON'S PREFACE TO THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE
REPORT IN THE YEAR 1900.
THE closing months of the nineteenth century are prolific in momentous
events throughout the world. General upheaval and strife characterize
the internal affairs of the nations, and international distruet prevails
among the Great Powers of Europe. Christendom at large is drifting
on the current of apostasy from the Truth of God. The foundation
doctrines of the Gospel are extensively denied, or explained away,
in the various religious communities in our favoured islands. Foremost among the essential verities of the Faith depreciated by modern
teachers is the doctrine of Christ's Vicarious Atonement. Sacerdotalists
by their system deny the finality of the Atonement; Rationalists
deny the necessity of it; the so-called Higher Critics deny the credibility of the inspired writings which record its finished character and
reveal the sinner's absolute dependence upon it for reconciliation to
a just and holy God. In recognition of the urgent demand of the
times for a reassertion of .

FROM THE REV.

THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST,

it is believed· that no more suitable subject than that could be selected
for consideration at the forthcoming Clifton Conference. "The
precious blood of Christ," and the" eternal salvation" which it has
secured to all believers, will constitute the theme of incessant praises
before the throne of the Lamb hereafter. Let us, then, beloved
brethren, seek to anticipate the song of the ransomed of the Lord in
" the house of our pilgrimage," and, by coming together in the power
of the Spirit of Truth, bear testimony to our unshaken confidence in
the efficacy of the vicarious sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ, and to
the everlasting love of the Father Who, by the blood of the Covenant,
has made us His dear children.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you."1 THESSALONIANS v. 16, 17, 18.
THIS chapter is somewhat remarkable for the many exhortations to
the Church at Thessalonica, uttered in brevity, full of import, conclusive, and worthy of being heeded. Look through the chapter, beloved
reader, at your leisure under this brief allusion, whilst meanwhile we
direct your thoughts and meditation to the words above quoted. A
full subject lies before us. We would ask our dear readers to notice
particularly that in these three sentences, prayer is placed between
rejoicing and giving thanks, which should guide our thoughts upon
this all-important subject of prayer. May the Holy Spirit aid and
bless us in our meditations.
"Pray without ceasing," unceasingly, assiduously, without intermission (Dr. Bullinger). Then does this not suggest what is really
the case, that we cannot live without praying ~ It is our vital breath,
the very life of the soul, and the way of access to our Heavenly Father's
throne. It is the warrior's weapon for warfare; it is the saint's restingplace; it is the relief of the soul; it is the very life and breath of
every newborn creature in Christ Jesus. "Behold he prayeth" was
the evidence that a persecuting Saul was now a humble seeker after
Jesus. In the midst of all those who hated and oppressed him, David
serenely says, " but I give myself unto prayer," and, as the intermediate
words are in italics, we may render it, but I prayer, as though his whole
life was made up in the exercise and spirit of prayer. How greatly
he needed to live in the habit of it. I remember once reading in the
memoir of that saintly and highly gi~ted Adelaide Newton how she
says she delighted in looking out " all the different meanings to the
Hebrew words for prayer and found nearly thirty, each having a
different idea attached to it. One, for instance, signifies 'a low,
whispering sound' (see Isa. xxvi. 16; margin, silent speech), another,
'words set in order before God, like the shewbread' (as in Ps. v. 3) ;
then there is also the pouring out of the soul like liquids; and there is
the opening of the heart, like a cloud of incense expanding itself, etc.'all showing, I think, most wonderfully the minuteness with which God
has taught us how well He knows all our varied ways of approaching
Him."
Now, is it not your and my privilege, fellow-believer, to recognize
this gracious ordination of the Lord's providing and that we may
grow in grace thereby ~ Pray without ceasing. Terstegen describes
it as" the occupation of the heart with God," and as one of our hymn
writers says it is " only while we pray we live." So that if we would
live Christ-glorifyingly we must know prayer to be the constant and
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abiding habit of the soul, a walking and talking with our Unseen
Friend, and as little children abiding in Him. To have an absolute
confidence that He, with whom we walk, knows and reads us through
and through and is able at all times and under all circumstances to
help, relieve, answer, and deliver, and to do " exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think."
And how varied are the circumstances which call for prayer! How
wonderful is the God with whom His children have to do! When we
think for a moment of the prayers that must be ascending to their
Heavenly Father by the whole family on earth, as likewise those
countless myriads now beyond the need of prayer, but who one and all
proved Him to be in the days of their sojourning the prayer-hearing
and prayer-answering God, Who is ours to-day, we are lost in the
contemplation! It is unfathomable! The mercy of our God to
everyone of the objects of it is a sea without bottom or shore; and
that He encourages such poor unworthy creatures, as you and I feel
ourselves to be, to come and pour out our hearts before Him and to
gain a hearing in the courts of Heaven, makes us indeed amazed at
His condescension and love. And we say, "Will God in very deed
dwell with man?" And His own answer is: "I dwell in the high and
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit."
Oh, beloved, with these considerations, can we, should we ever
make prayer a task or a burden! Alas! to our shame, how often it
has been so. A shyness to draw near! A deadness of soul, coldness
of love, and then a chattering of empty words, a mere form and a
solemn consciousness that our words thus uttered have reached no
further than the ceiling !
But the gracious Inspirer and Hearer of prayer does not leave us
there. He comes over the mountains of separation, and takes His
own way, uses His own means whereby in love and mercy the soul
is again drawn out to send up living breath in prayer to the Throne
of God. It may come through trial or sorrow, or some humbling
circumstance whereby the soul is drawn to the Mercy-seat, frees unto
Him to hide there, pours out the heart in sorrow too deep for human
understanding, and presently, in His unspeakable mercy, forgiveness
again is assured and a renewal of filial fear in His erring unworthy
child granted. Prayer is again on wing with the much forgiven one,
and to pray is no longer a task, but a delight!
Pray without ceasing. There is always cause and ground for prayer!
Sometimes His children are made to feel the urgency and need of
waiting upon their God more than at other times. "Many mercies
come unasked for and they require thankfulness; but when mercies
come in upon prayer and as a return of prayer, their sweetness is more
than doubled, for now it is God's blessing upon His own institution,
for a seal to His promised aid.
" Doubtless Hannah found more comfort in her Samuel, and Leah
in her Naphtali; the one being asked of God and the other wrestled
for with God, than mothers ordinarily do in their children" (Flavel).
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But it is your and my mercy, fellow-beloved, that we can always
come before the Lord saying, "Lord, Thou knowest Thy servant,"
and beg of Him while we pour out our hearts unto Him to give us only
the grace of supplication and keep us ever from dictating to Him. He
reads our heart, lie knows upon what foundation the desire lies; He
can and does discern between flesh and spirit, and He will give in
answer what is best for us and to His own glory.
"The saints of God, this privilege prize
And seek His Throne by pray'r ;
Because they often realize
The choicest comforts there.
'Tis there they tell their numerous wants,
And num'rous sins confess:
And, while they pray, their Father grants,
Supplies of strength and grace."
(J. Irons.)

What an encouragement to the household of faith, who are bid to
take heed to this exhortation and" pray without ceasing," to recall
those very words and their gracious return in the account we have of
Peter's release from prison in Acts xii. "Peter, therefore, was kept
in prison, but prayer was made without ceasing of the Church unto
God for him." His friends prayed without ceasing for his deliverance.
Was it worth it? Does our God ever give the spirit of prayer to
disappoint His children? Oh, no.
"Praying breath can wonders do,
Bring relief in greatest straits ;
Prayer can force a passage through
Iron bars and brazen gates."

There are many exhortations similar to the one on prayer and on
which I had hoped to enlarge: "Continuing instant in prayer"
(Rom. xii. 12); "Men ought always to pray and not to faint" (Luke
xviii. 1); "All things, whatsoever ye ask in prayer, believing, ye
shall receive" (Matt. xii. 22). But my paper is full, while the subject
is inexhaustible.
I can only briefly touch upon the other verse which is coupled with
it. "In every thing give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you." Let the spirit of praise accompany your desires
at the mercy-seat. "Pray, believing that ye shall receive." Therefore pray in the spirit of praise. Pray, ever remembering to Whom
you are coming and how He is " able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think." Pray, recalling past favours; former
gracious and oft surprising answers to prayer. Pray, and as you pray
remember the mercies and goodness of your God which have followed
you all the days of your life; He is still the Faithful Promiser
Who delights in mercy and Who yet waits to answer all your petitions. For" whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me: and to him that
ordereth his conversation aright will I show the salvation of God."
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The saintly McCheyne said that "prayer is made up of confession,
adoration, thanksgiving, petition, and intercession." Is there, therefore, beloved reader, with you and with me, a time when we can do
without the exercise and privilege of prayer? Truly we have need to
" pray without ceasing," and to praise without ceasing also, the ground
of both our prayers and praises being that" It is Christ that died, yea,
rather, that is risen again; Who is even at the right hand of God, Who
also maketh intercession for us" (Rom. viii. 34).

R.
"WARS AND RUMOURS OF WARS."
" WARS and rumours of wars" we hear
O'er all the World to-day;
Let England and her Empire rise
With one accord, and pray.

o Lord,

forgive our Nation's sins,
Forgetfulness of Thee,
Neglect of Thy most Holy Word,
And immorality!
Let England stand alone with God,
Nor other Nations heed:
For God, Whose Word is ever sure,
Will help in time of need.
Convert our Enemies, 0 Lord!
And turn their " Hate" to Love;
That so when earthly strife is o'er
We meet in heaven above.
MRS. F. J. HAMILTON.

IS LIFE WORTH LIVING?
MEETING a lady in our walk, the subject of the war came up during
the few moments' we conversed. As we parted the lady said, "Life
is not worth living." The words led us to say in our own minds, " Is
death worth dying?" In other words, does death carry with it any
hope of comfort or blessing? Large numbers concentrate their minds
on the life than now is. They exclude from their thoughts the life,
whether in heaven or in hell, that is to come. Yet the chief concern
of our minds should be to be able to say with the apostle, " We know
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a
building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens"
l2 Cor. v. 1).
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Srnnom, anlJ N ote~ of Sermons.
THE LORD ROUND ABOUT HIS PEOPLE.*

By

THE REV. THOMAS HOUGHTON.

" The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and
delivereth them."-PsALM xxxiv. 7.
IN this precious Psalm we read of " the angel of the Lord," " the eyes
of the Lord," the" ears" of the Lord, and" the face of the Lord."
" The angel of the Lord" encampeth round about God's people to
protect them; "the eyes of the Lord" watch over His people to care
for them; His ears are attentive to their cry; but" the face of the
Lord" is against those who are their enemies. In this time of great
national trial, what a comfort it is to the Lord's people to be assured
that He taketh pleasure in them. His eyes run to and fro through the
whole earth to show Himself strong on their behalf. He bows down His
ears with tender solicitude to hear their faintest whisper, and His face
frowns upon those who seek to do them harm, and who give themselves
up to ways of evil. Now, such expressions as " the eyes of the Lord"
are metaphorical, but the expression" the angel of the Lord" is a title
denoting a personal being. It is an expression which we meet frequently in the Old Testament. It was" the angel of the Lord" who
called unto Abraham out of heaven when he was about to offer Isaac
as a burnt-offering, and he is there identified as J ehovah. The same
person appeared to Moses at the bush and calls himself " the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." There can be no
doubt then that" the angel of the Lord" is a Divine person. The text
speaks not of a created angel, but of Jehovah, the Creator of angels.
If it be asked, does this expression refer to the Father, the Son, or the
Holy Ghost, the answer must be that it denotes the Son, " Who is over
all, God blessed for ever." He is the messenger or Angel of the
Covenant, whose coming is announced by the prophet Malachi. It is
then the Messenger, the Surety of the eternal Covenant, who encampeth
round about the Lord's people. It is not the angelic hosts merely, but
the Captain of the angelic hosts, the Lord of hosts Himself, who surrounds those who fear Him.
Let us first think of the Divine Being Who encampeth round about
His people. The word "angel" means messenger. (1) The Lord
Jesus encampeth round His people as the Father's messenger. "The
Father Himself loveth you." The Father Himself delights in His
people. Hence He sent His Son as His messenger, to minister unto
them. He is the Person Whom the Father hath sanctified and sent into
the world. He appeared as the Father's messenger in Old Testament

* Outline 'of Sermon preached at Kensington Episcopal Chapel, Bath, on
Sunday, Sept. 6th, 1914. Reprinted from The English Churchman of
Sept. lOth, 1914.
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times. He appeared at His Incarnation, and as His messenger He is
with His people always, even unto the consummation of the age. It
is He Who was with Israel in the wilderness. "In all their affiiction
He was affiicted, and the angel of His presence saved them: in His
love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He bare them and
carried them all the days of old." If we have the presence-the real
presence-of the Lord Jesus with us, let us not forget that He is with
us as sent by the Father Who Himself taketh pleasure in them that
fear Him. (2) He encampeth round His people also as " the Messenger
of the Covenant." What is the Covenant? Briefly, it is the eternal
arrangement made by the triune J ehovah, by which, in the fulness of
time, Christ, the Surety of the Covenant, undertook to bear the penalty
of His people's sins, and thus secure for them pardon, peace, and eternal
life and glory. We read of "the blood of the everlasting Covenant,"
and we read 'of "eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised
before the world began." Moreover we read of a people who are saved
and called "with a holy calling, not according to their works, but
according to God's own purpose and grace, which was given them in
Christ Jesus before the world began." All these passages point to the
Covenant made in the times eternal. The Lord Jesus is the angel or
messenger of the Covenant, and the Father sent Him to reveal the
arrangements, blessings, and promises of the Covenant, and to fulfil
the engagements which He had entered into in order to secure its
benefits for all His chosen people.. Thus He Who surrounds His people
is their Surety. He has given His life as a ransom price to redeem them
from the penalty and bondage of their sins, and by His Spirit He has
communicated to them the great blessings which He purchased by His
precious blood. It is He Who loved the Church and gave Himself
for her salvation, Who encampeth round His people. They are dear
to His heart, they are the objects of His peculiar and special love, and
with loving care He watches over them and surrounds them. How
blessed in this time of sorrow and trial to have the assurance of His
perpetual presence !
Secondly, let us think of the favoured persons around whom He
encampeth. The assurance of the text is not given to all men without
exception. It is only given in reference to "them that fear Him."
This is one of eight descriptions of God's people which occur in this
Psalm. They are spoken of as "the humble," the" poor," "them
that trust in Him," " His saints," "they that seek the Lord," "the
righteous," " them that are of a broken heart," and" such as be of a
contrite spirit," " His servants," and" them that fear Him." They
are, therefore, a people who have been broken down with a sense of
their sins, they have sought the Lord for pardon through Christ, they
have been washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus and by the Spirit of our God, and they are walking" in the fear
of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost." Sad to say, such
a description as this cannot be applied to the multitude. Of large
numbers it must sorrowfully be said, " There is no fear of God before
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their eyes." Even in this time of unparalleled peril and danger how
little there is of the fear of God. How few lay the sins of the nation
to heart and humble themselves before God! Even though we firmly
believe that this terrible war was thrust upon us, and that our cause
is righteous, yet the war must be regarded as a chastisement for our
national sins. War is one of God's" four sore judgments," and all
the nations now engaged in this war are being sorely chastened by the
hand of God. God is surely saying to the nations, " Be still, and know
that I am God." We ourselves, as a nation, are guilty of lapsing into
idolatry and gross superstition. We are denying the truth of God's
Word, rejecting its foundation truths, giving ourselves over to pleasure
and Sabbath desecration, and forgetting the God Who created us,
and to whom we owe all our blessings. Only recently, when staying
in a London suburb, I was saddened with the sight of hundreds of
young men and many young women, too, riding into the country on
their bicycles at church time on Sunday morning. Last Sunday
morning I observed several young men engaged in a game of cricket as
I walked to a place of worship. On Sunday evening, as I returned
home, I noticed two brake loads of people, one of which was lit up with
Chinese lanterns, returning evidently from an excursion on the Lord's
day. A servant of God whom I heard preach told us that as he was
leaving home in the morning he met many who were on their way to
play golf. These are but a few instances of how God is being forgotten, His day dishonoured, and His Word rejected. When we
remember, too, how few comparatively attend our places of worship
on the Lord's day, does it not become evident that the many are
walking in the broad way, and have not the fear of God in their hearts?
o dear friends, are you numbered amongst the people who fear the
Lord, and who think upon His name? If so, you are assured that the
angel of the Lord encampeth round about you. You are ever under
His protecting care. Even in this time of great sorrow and anxiety
He will care for you.
Let us now, finally, think of the purpose for which He encampeth
round about His people. (1) He does it to comfort them. The Lord's
people need comfort. They specially need it at a time like this. The
terrible things which are happening make their hearts ache, but His
surrounding presence comforts and cheers them. Elijah was doubtless
filled with comfort when" the angel of the Lord" tenderly ministered
unto him as he lay under the juniper tree. That ministry included a
gentle touch, sympathetic words, and gracious provision for his bodily
wants. Depend upon it, the Lord still ministers to His people by
His presence and by His providence, and comforts and cheers them in
their times of sorrow and depression. (2) He does it to deliver them.
He" encampeth round about them that fear Him and delivereth them."
Jacob spoke of Him as " the Angel which redeemed me from all evil."
Daniel probably referred to the same Person when he said, " My God
hath sent His Angel and hath shut the lions' mouths." Was it not He
also who walked in the midst of the burning fiery furnace and delivered
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from its power 1 We, too, may
say with Paul, " The Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and
will preserve me unto His heavenly Kingdom." The Psalmist could
say that He " delivered me from all my fears." He delivereth the
righteous out of all their troubles. Yes," the Lord knoweth how to
deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto
the day of judgment to be punished." It was this same angel who
came down to deliver Israel from Egypt, and who smote the camp of
the Assyrians. He is " a wall of fire round about His people." Be
of good comfort, then, ye who fear the Lord. He can still deliver His
people, and in answer to their prayers He can deliver England in her
hour of peril. May we, as a nation, repent of our sins, and look to
Him as "the only Giver of all victory." "As the mountains are
round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His people from
henceforth even for ever." What a comfort this truth must have been
to Elisha when he was surrounded by the Syrian host. He realized
that the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about
him. May we who are the Lord's children realize more the truth of
our text!
"The hosts of God encamp around
The dwellings of the just;
Deliverance He affords to all
"'110 on His succour trust.
"Fear Him, ye saints; and you will then
Have nothing else to fear;
Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care."

MULLER'S ORPHANAGES.
WE have received a copy of the One Hundredth Report of the proceedings
of this well-known institution. We ourselves have been much impressed
and influenced by Mr. Muller's great faith in God to supply all the
needs of the work which he accomplished, and we rejoice that
the work he began, is still carried on, after nearly forty years, on the
same principles. No debt is incurred and no worldly methods employed to obtain funds. God alone, the living God, is depended on
to supply the needs of His servants. This Report relates to the year
May 27th, 1938, to May 26th, 1939. During that period, in answer to
prayer, £34,322 8s. 9d. has been received towards the support of
the orphans and for missionary and other objects the sum of
£2,374 3s. 4id. has been received.
" From the beginning of the work by Mr. Muller, the total amount
received for every branch of the work (including the building and
furnishing of the five Orphan Houses) has been £3,007,469 12s. 3d."
Truly it is a good thing to trust in the living God, and in Him alone,
Who giveth to His people richly all things to enjoy.
To avoid mistakes all letters should be addressed to the Directors
at Ashley Down Orphanage, Bristol, 7.
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I HAVE SINNED.
X.-THE LOST SON. GRACE A-FINDING.
By TREVOR T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S.

OUR last is the story of a man who actually did not exist as such,
though twice in the tale are the remorseful words, I HAVE SINNED.
They fell from the lips of the Lord Jesus, though not of Himself. He
uses them in a parable which, as we all know, is " an earthly story
with a heavenly meaning," comparison by continued resemblance.
Not all men admit I HAVE SINNED, in fact, some men get so indignant
that they inquire what sin is and assert that they are not sinners. We
cannot reason with them. But all who come to Christ do confess their
sin and from their smitten breasts there comes that wail, I HAVE
SINNED. "God be merciful to me a sinner" (Luke xviii. 13).
Thus in the Bible nine (9) men said these words, while in Luke xv
we have the Parable of the Lost Son, so that these words include all
others who desire to use them and shed their tears of bitter contrition.
All in Hell will own their truth-too late ; all in Heaven will also own
their truth and sing their praises to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Who
sought them in their lost estate and found them.
In the Gospel according to St. Luke there are three feasts: Earthly
(xiv); Heavenly (xv); Infernal (xvi).
Of the Earthly Feast we have the" Bid you come; for all things are
now ready," and the beatitude on those who" shall eat bread in the
kingdom of God." But we cannot bide here. Of the Infernal Feast
we are told that " between us and you there is a great gulf fixed"
and that we have" Moses and the prophets; let us hear them." But
we have no desire to bide at this feast. The Heavenly Feast is best.
Chapter fifteen contains three parables: Christ and the Lost Sheep
(verses 1 to 7). The Holy Spirit and the Lost Coin (verses 8 to 10). The
Father and the Lost Son (verses 11 to 32). This third is our portion
just now.
The proportions in these three parables are striking: one in a
hundred (100), one in ten (10), and one in two (2).
All three parables make a lovely picture of the activity of the Godhead in the salvation of sinners. God the Son leaves the glory to find
the sheep that has gone astray; God the Holy Spirit works through
His children with womanly care; God the Father gives a warm welcome
to the wanderer as he returns" back to his Father and home." It is
a lovely picture of Grace Astounding, because it is the exhibition of
Grace Abounding.
How like a child of nature is this younger son. He manifests with
disastrous consequences the inherent weakness of every son of Adam.
A weakness that begins at the cradle, a weakness that accompanies
egoism from the dawn of consciousness-the policy of grab! Give
me! Give me! Give me! (verse 11). We are hoarders all. Grab
that ends in loss! So it is we go-off to our corner like a dog with
its bone (verse 13).
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Seems to me this " far country" does not provide anything unless
you have substance of your own (verse 14); and when your own
provision runs out you indeed "begin to be in want."
It is a
"-famine" everywhere in this world. Satan provides nothing but a
"mighty famine," for the substance and "portion of goods that
falleth to me" are God's providential bounties, spent on "riotous
living." Warm thanks this to the bountiful Father above!
Having touched the" husks," " he came to himself" (verses 16 and
17). But what a meTcy there is a welcoming Father at all. I deserve
to "perish with hunger." I know I do. I know" I HAVE SINNED
against heaven and before Thee" (verses 17,18, and 21). I know too
I " am no more worthy to be called Thy son." Make me! Make
me! Make me! (verse 19). Give me! ends in loss: Make me!
ends never at all, for it is eternal joy. Keep your life for yourself
and it will vanish away: give it to God and you enjoy it for eternity
(xvii. 33).
The Rabbi's report that, when Joseph gathered much grain in Egypt,
he threw the chaff into the Nile, that flowing to the neighbouring
cities and nations more remote, they might know what abundance
there was where Joseph dwelt. So God hath thrown some husks to
us, that seeing them, we might aspire to His bounty. If there is such
a glory in God's footstool, what shall there be in His throne.
To whom were these three Lucan chapters given? The Earthly
Feast was declared in the presence of the watching Pharisees (xiv.
1 and 15).
The Infernal Feast was declared to the disciples, but the Pharisees,
angry as ever, were there (xvi. 1 and 14).
The Heavenly Feast was declared to publicans and sinners with the
murmuring Pharisees and Scribes, who desired not the knowledge of
His ways, keeping on discontentedly muttering (murmuring) (xv. 1
and 2).
'
The application of these parables was" unto them," the Pharisees
(verses 2, 7, and 10). The Lord Jesus exposed them as ignorant, selfrighteous, jealous, wicked, and enemies of grace and of God. "The
presence" (verse 10)-God Himself. It is the Father Who rejoices.
Here it is the joy that finds; at Matthew xviii. 2 it is the love that
seeks. "Give me "-the prodigal lost much, but he did not lose his
Father's love nor his own sonship. He fell the moment he desired his
father's goods without his father's company. Only a few days, and
it is " a far country." "Came to himself" and" Came to his father"
(verses 17 and 20). In this act there was the measure of faith in his
father, for without such hope, no Teturn. This act wrought the greatest
change conceivable in the lost son. Such is the work of the Holy
Spirit on the conscience " a great way off." Grace" hastened" to
kiss him when in his rags and to clothe him in its own robes.
The Lost Son was a hungry wanderer, he has a felt hunger which
the elder brother did not feel. The Lost Son soon realized a soulhunger for his father's love. No doubt he knew, unlike his elder
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brother, that" man doth not live by bread alone but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." He saw beyond the providential bounties of' God's common grace, while the elder brother
seemed blind to all save a matter-of-fact reception of providential
provision. "It is just with God that they should feel the censure
of anarchy, who never were thankful for regular dominion."-William
Jenkin.
This parable is more than a mere portrayal of human failings, headstrong motives, and natural weakness.
The thrust is-God's parental love, grace in action, yea, a " great
way off," looking, " running and falling on his neck and kissing him,"
grace. Where is the eagerness-in Thee, 0 God, or in me ~ The pith
of these three parables is joy in Heaven over repenting sinners. They
unveil this joy as being in Heaven, not on earth. The word" found"
reveals the Divine activities in secret in the conscience and the heart
of the repentant one. Christ left the starry diadem of heaven for the
thorny crown of earth in the activity of the love that seeks the lost
until it is found.
The shepherd rejoiced, the woman rejoiced, the father rejoiced.
Such is the joy in heaven when sinners come to Jesus. This grace
is the grace that seeks and the grace that finds. Grace convicts the
conscience but attracts the heart (verses 17 to 20). The measure of
that grace is the measure of the love that begets it (verses 20 to 24).
The son's reception and position were decided by the energy of that
love and not by the measure of the son's repentance. The father's
position decided that of the son. All was the measure of the father's
love, not of the prodigal's heart.
The stupidity of the sinner, his insensibility, and his depravity are
expressed in these three parables. Pharaoh had his dream doubled;
in these three parables the certitude of mercy is trebled, emphasizing
that grace is efficacious. "Rejoice with Me; for I have found My
sheep which was lost. "Rejoice with me; for I have found the
piece which I had lost." "It is meet we should make merry, and be
glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost,
and is found."
Pharaoh, Balaam, Achan, Saul, Shimei, and Judas-all these said,
I HAVE SINNED; but they sought not the mercy of God.
Job, David, Micah, and the Lost Son also said, I HAVE SINNED;
but they went further and fiung themselves on the mercy of God. The
Lord is gracious and will say "Nay" to none who seek Him in
sincerity and in truth. "Blessed is the people that know the joyful
sound: they shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance"
(Ps. lxxxix. 15).
" LET us beware of the by-paths of tradition, and follow the straight
road of the Word. It does not concern us what the Fathers have
done, but what they should have done."-Latimer.
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"THE NAME OF THE GOD OF JACOB."

Ir

"HIS brethren envied him." Joseph might have told them that
" envy is rottenness to the bones." But he was the indulged of his
father, and was scarcely old enough to feel the gall and bitterness that
are gendered by such an attitude. Certainly their envy made havoc
altogether of the laws of brotherly kindness, and was presently overtaken by cruelty and lies. But in the years that followed they would
remember it with feelings of uncertainty and guilt: and we may be
sure of this, that there was no room left for it when they confessed
one to another (Joseph also standing by)-" We are verily guilty
concerning our brother." His exaltation was their salvation, and
when they came to live under his shadow in Goshen, not one of them
would have wanted to change the experiences of life with him. I
believe it is said that no one of us would change with another. We
may envy some of their conditions, but would not be willing to give
up our all for the all of anyone else. It is the merciful kindness of the
Lord that measures and orders our going from first to last, and makes
us prefer it, with all its crooked things. In his greatest abandonment
of grief and bewilderment, Job never wished that he was someone
else-nor did Asaph-envious for the time being at the prosperity
of the wicked, want to change places with them. It would be interesting to know of whom we would think, and whom we would choose.
. if we had to have the lot of someone in the Bible. Would it be Boaz
or Hannah, Barzillai or Abigail, Gaius or Priscilla? Very few of us
would choose to take over to ourselves the life of Jacob. We would
not want the stigma of his earlier ways, nor the toil and injustice of
his servitude with Laban, nor his domestic infelicities, nor the horror
of Shechem, nor the years of grief that he spent over the loss of J oseph,.
and perhaps not his last uprooting and transplanting to a foreign soil.
Many lives have sounded easier than that. But God loved Jacob,
met him as soon as his own ways had to a large extent meant his leaving
home, with the assurance which we know so well, and are apt to covet
for ourselves, "I am with thee and will keep thee. . . ." He found
him another home, and there for many years taught him how to pray
and to wait, how to serve and to endure. We have none of his outpourings of heart during all those years, but we know that he learned
to know something of the Name of the God of Jacob. "Happy is
he," the Psalmist said, "who has the God of Jacob for his help,"
i.e., the God of the poor driven thing, one of whose hopes would be
that God would not remember the sins of his youth, would not deal
with him after his deservings. Which of us is there who would not
want to have the God of Jacob for our help in that respect? or would
not love to find Him as J acob found Him, able to turn the hearts of
men-able to turn fear into liberty and love. If Laban cheated his
servant of his wages, God replenished them a thousandfold. When
he looked for the destruction whIch seemed meet at the Shechemites'
hands, God" put His terror upon them so that they did not pursue."
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" 0 what great troubles and adversities hast Thou shown me, and yet
Thou didst turn and refresh me." The end of his life was lit up with
love, and he was buried with the burial of the prince that he was.
The 46th Psalm, oft quoted, says, "The God of Jacob is our Refuge."
I was thinking that if it is " the God of Jacob " to Whom we look for
protection: if it really is the God of Jacob, we are, as Isaiah says,
calling ourselves by that name; are describing ourselves as having as
little to boast in as he had, feeling ourselves as abandoned to Divine
mercy and kindness: finding ourselves over and over again in need
of immediate help, feeling as if faced with destruction from some
quarter, begging in the night for what He alone could do, and being
amazed in the morning at what He has done. There must be an unfathomable wisdom and kindness shown to us in the Divine relation
of Jacob's life. We are hoping for help and mercy and all good when
we ask for each other, "The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble, the
Name of the God of Jacob defend thee: send thee help from the
sanctuary and strengthen thee out of Zion."
" He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency of Jacob
whom He loved." David spoke of literal Israel when he so said. It
is as true of the spiritual Israel. Their inheritance in Christ is chosen
for them, and all the north, south, east and west of their lot in soul,
body and estate. Jacob's inheritance included a famine in the land,
and at present with multitudes of mercies round them the family of
God might complain of the" famine of hearing the Word." But we'
would think that for once at least we had a table spread in the wilderness, if we could hear Jacob, David, and Paul discoursing on the 7th
and 8th of Romans, and telling us from their experience in the knowledge and revelation of the blessed Spirit, something of the exceeding
riches of His grace.
FOLLOWER-ON.

GROUNDS OF COMFORT.
things combine to make the Lord's people uncomfortable.
Like others, they have their own personal trials. They read with
keen sorrow of the developments of Bolshevism, Modernism, and
Sacerdotalism. They grieve over the growing desecration of the
Lord's day, the increasing love of pleasure, and the general indifference
to spiritual things. In other words, they are a people "that sigh
and that cry for all the abominations that be done" in the land. Yet
in spite of all this they have reason to rejoice and to be of good comfort.
Some might think they were pessimistic, but in reality they are
optimists. They realize that the reins of government are in the hands
of Him Who "doeth according to His will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth." They know that He
" worketh all things after the counsel of His Own will " for the glory
of His Own Name, and for the present and eternal good of His people.
They are comforted with the assurance that all things are under the
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control of Him Who is "the Father of mercies, and the God of all
comfort." They derive great and constant comfort from the revelation
of His character as given in His Word.
First, the assurance of His perpetual love is a ground of comfort.
The love of God for His people is eternal, enduring, and abiding. He
has said to them, " I have loved thee with an everlasting love." That
love has been marvellously displayed in the gift of His Son, and in
the propitiatory death which He died to secure the eternal salvation
of His believing people. That love is unchangeable in its character.
No conceivable thing can separate God's people from His love. He
loves His people always. He loves them in spite of their waywardness
and their sins, and in spite of the coldness of their love to Him. The
assurance of His perpetual love often humbles them to the dust,
but they are comforted to know that no change in them will diminish
His eternal and abiding love for them.
Secondly, the assurance of His perpetual grace and mercy is a ground
of comfort. He is " the God of all grace." He is always" merciful
and gracious." He sits on " the throne of grace," and He is continually
dispensing grace to His praying people. They are bidden to come
boldly to obtain it. Through the blood of Jesus they have free and
direct access into His presence. He giveth more grace to His people.
Grace to help them is always available. Great is His goodness which
He has laid up for them, and He is able to make all grace abound
toward them, so that they always, having all sufficiency in all things,
may abound to every good work. They have experienced His grace
in the past, they experience His grace in the present, and they" hope
to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto them at the revelation of Jesus Christ." They can say, " When all created streams are
dried, Thy fulness is the same; may I with this be satisfied, and glory
in Thy name."
The mercy of the Lord is also perpetual. "It is from everlasting
to everlasting upon them that fear Him." There never was a moment
when that mercy was not purposed towards His people, and there
never is a time, and there never will be a time, when they will not
experience His mercy. According to His mercy He has redeemed and
saved them. According to His mercy He keeps them, and according
to His mercy He will eventually bring them to glory. They are ever
" debtors to mercy alone."
Thirdly, the assurance of His unchanging faithfulness is a ground of
comfort. He is " the faithful God, which keepeth Covenant and mercy
with them that love Him and keep His commandments to a thousand
generations." He is a " God that cannot lie." We can always rely
upon His word, and trust in the fulfilment of all His promises. "He
is faithful that promised." We are fully persuaded that, what He
hath promised, He is able also to perform. Whatever happens in
the world outside, the members of the Church of God have an unchanging God, Who abideth faithful, and Who will never leave nor forsake
any of His blood-bought people.
33
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Fourthly, the assurance of God's unlimited power is a ground of
comfort. More and more are we made to realize our own helplessness.
We know that had it not been for Divine power operating upon us
we should still be dead in trespasses and sins. We know that apart
from the indwelling power of the Holy Ghost we could bear no spiritual
fruit, do no good thing, nor be proof against our manifold temptations.
We are greatly saddened at the immense indifference to spiritual
things which prevails around us, and we see that, despite all our efforts
and all our faithful testimony, the greater number remain spiritually
dead. What a comfort it is to know, however, that there is nothing
too hard for the Lord. There is no limit to His power. It follows,
therefore, that when His time to favour and to save a sinner is come
all his deadness, indifference, and hardness of heart must yield to
Divine Omnipotence. And He is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think.
Lastly, the assurance of God's unalterable purposes is a great ground
of comfort. He changes not, and therefore His purposes do not
change, nor can they be frustrated. His Word, He declares, shall
not return unto Him void. Despite all the indifference, hardness of
heart, and contempt with which God's Word is met, it shall prosper
in the thing whereto He sends it, and shall accomplish that which He
pleases. He will certainly accomplish in this dispensation the number
of His elect. Those whom He has given to His Son shall indeed come
to Him, and him that cometh unto Him, the Lord Jesus will in no
wise cast out. "My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure"
is the word of our Omnipotent God. Assured, then, of His perpetual
love, His abiding grace and mercy, His unchanging faithfulness, His
unlimited power, and His unalterable purposes, what abundant grounds
we have to be of good comfort.

THE TRUE CHURCH.
By THE LATE BISHOP JOHN CHARLES RYLE.
READER, I want you to belong to the one true Church: to the Church
outside of which there is no salvation. I do not ask where you go on
a Sunday; r only ask, " Do you belong to the one true Church? "
Where is this one true Church? What is this one true Church
like? What are the marks by which this one true Church may be
known? You may well ask such questions. Give me your attention,
and I will provide you with some answers.
The one true Church is composed of all believers in the Lord Jesus.
It is made up of God's elect-of all converted men and women-of
all true Christians. In whomsoever we can discern the election of
God the Father, the sprinkling of the blood of God the Son, the sanctifying work of God the Spirit, in that person we see a member of Christ's
true Church.
It is a Church of which all the members have the same marks. They
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are all born again of the Spirit; they all possess" repentance towards
God, faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ," and holiness of life and
conversation. They all hate sin, and they all love Christ. They
worship differently, and after various fashions: some worship kneeling,
and some standing: but they all worship with one heart. They are
all led by one Spirit; they all build upon one foundation; they all
draw their religion from one single book-that is the Bible. They
are all joined to one great centre-that is Jesus Christ. They all,
even now, can say with one heart, "Hallelujah"; and they can all
respond with one heart and voice, " Amen and amen."
It is a Church which is dependent upon no ministers upon earth,
however much it values those who preach the Gospel to its members. The life of its members does not hang upon Church-membership,
and baptism, and the Lord's Supper-although they highly value
these things when they are to be had. But it only has one Great
Head, one Shepherd, one chief Bishop-and that is Jesus Christ. He
alone, by His Spirit, admits the members of this Church, though
ministers may show the door. Till He opens the door, no man on
earth can open it-neither bishops, nor presbyters, nor convocations,
nor synods. Once let a man repent and believe the Gospel, and that
moment he becomes a member of this Church. Like the penitent thief,
he may have no opportunity of being baptized: but he has that
which is far better than any water-baptism-the baptism of the Spirit.
He may not be able to receive the bread and wine in the Lord's Supper;
put he eats Christ's body and drinks Christ's blood by faith, every day
he lives, and no minister on earth can prevent him. He may be
excommunicated by ordained men, and cut off from the outward
ordinances of the professing Church; but all the ordained men in the
world cannot shut him out of the true Church.
It is a Church whose existence does not depend on forms, ceremonies, cathedrals, churches, chapels, pulpits, fonts, vestments,
organs, endowments, money, kings, governments, magistrates, or
any act or favour whatsoever from the hand of man. It has often
lived on and continued when all these things have been taken from
it; it has often been driven into the wilderness, or into dens and
caves of the earth, by those who ought to have been its friends. Its
existence depends on nothing but the presence of Christ and His
Spirit; and they being ever with it, the Church cannot die.
This is the Church to which the Scriptural titles of present honour
and privilege, and the promises of future glory especially belong:
this is the body of Christ; this is the Bride; this is the Lamb's Wife;
this is the flock of Christ; this is the household of faith and family
of God; this is God's building, God's foundation, and the temple of
the Holy Ghost. This is the Church of the firstborn, whose names
are written in heaven; this is the royal priesthood, the chosen generation, the peculiar people, the purchased possession, the habitation of
God, the light of the world, the salt and the wheat of the earth; this
is the "holy catholic Church" of the Apostles' Creed; this is the
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"one catholic and apostolic Church" of the Nicene Creed; this is
that Church to which the Lord Jesus promises" the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it," and to which He says, " I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world" (Matt. xvi. 18; xxviii. 20).
This is the only Church which possesses true unity. Its members
are entirely agreed on all the weightier matters of religion, for they
are all taught by one Spirit. About God, and Christ, and the Spirit,
and sin, and their own hearts, and faith, and repentance, and the
necessity of holiness, and the value of the Bible, and the importance
of prayer, and the resurrection, and judgment to come-about all
these points they are of one mind. Take three or four of them,
strangers to one another, from the remotest corners of the earth;
examine them separately on these points; you will find them all
of one judgment.
This is the only Church which possesses true sanctity. Its members
are all holy. They are not merely holy by profession, holy in name,
and holyin the judgment of charity; they are holy in act, and deed,
and reality, and life, and truth. They are all more or less conformed
to the image of Jesus Christ. No unholy man belongs to this Church.
This is the only Church which is truly catholic. It is not the Church
of anyone nation or people: its members are to be found in every
part of the world where the Gospel is received and believed. It is
not confined within the limits of any one country, or pent up within
the pale of any particular forms or outward government. In it there
is no difference between Jew and Greek, black man and white, Episcopalian and Presbyterian-but faith in Christ is all. Its members will
be gathered from north, and south, and east, and west, in the last
day, and will be of every name and tongue-but all one in Jesus Christ.
This is the only Church which is certain to endure unto the end.
Nothing can altogether overthrow and destroy it. Its members may
be persecuted, oppressed, imprisoned, beaten, beheaded, burned:
but the true Church is never altogether extinguished; it rises again
from its affliction; it lives on through fire and water. When crushed
in one land, it springs up in another. The Pharaohs, the Herods,
the Neros, the bloody Marys, have laboured in vain to put down this
Church: they slay their thousands, and then pass away and go to
their own place. The true Church outlives them all, and sees them
buried each in his turn. It is an anvil that has broken many,a hammer
in this world, and will break many a hammer still: it is a bush which
is often burning, and yet it is not consumed.
This is the only Church of which no one can perish. Once enrolled
in the lists of this Church, sinners are safe for eternity: they are never
cast away. The election of God the Father, the continual intercession
of God the Son, the daily renewing and sanctifying power of God the
Holy Ghost, surround and fence them in like a garden enclosed. Not
one bone of Christ's mystical body shall ever be broken: not one
lamb of Christ's flock shall ever be plucked out of His hand.
This is the Church which does the work of Christ upon earth. Its
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members are a little flock, and few in number, compared with the
children of the world: one or two here, and two or three therea few in this parish, and a few in that. But these are they who shake
the universe; these are they who change the fortunes of kingdoms
by their prayers; these are they who are the active workers for
spreading the knowledge of pure religion and undefiled; these are
the life-blood of a country-the shield, the stay, and the support of
any nation to which they belong.
This is the Church which shall be truly glorious at the end. When
all earthly glory is passed away, then shall this Church be presented
without spot before God the Father's throne. Thrones, principalities,
and powers upon earth shall come to nothing; dignities and offices,
and endowments shall all pass away; but the Church of the firstborn
shall shine as the stars at the last, and be presented with joy before
the Father's throne, in the day of Christ's appearing. When the
Lord's jewels are made up, and the manifestation of the sons of God
takes place, episcopacy, and presbyterianism, and congregationalism
will not be mentioned: one Church only will be named, and that is
the Church of the elect.
Reader, this is the true Church to which a man must belong, if he
would be saved. Till, then, you belong to this, you are nothing better
than a lost soul. You may have the form, the husk, the skin, and the
shell of religion, but you have not got the substance and the life.
Yes: you may have countless outward privileges; you may enjoy
great light and knowledge-but if you do not belong to the body of
Christ, your light, and knowledge, and privileges will not save your
souls. Alas, for the ignorance that prevails on this point! Men
fancy if they join this Church or that Church, and become communicants
and go through certain forms, that all must be right with their souls.
It is an utter delusion: it is a gross mistake. All were not Israel
who were called Israel, and all are not members of Christ's body who
profess themselves Christians. Take notice, you may be a staunch
Episcopalian, or Presbyterian, or Independent, or Baptist, or Wesleyan,
or Plymouth Brother-and yet not belong to the true Church. And
if you do not, it will be better at last if you had never been born.
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THE TRUTH AND APPLICATION OF THE BLOODSHEDDING.
AN ADDRESS BY THE REV. W. T. TURPIN, INCUMBENT OF EMMANUEL
CHURCH, EASTBOURNE, AT THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE, OCTOBER, 1900.
I WOULD concentrate your thoughts, beloved friends, for the time I
have to speak to you, upon two chapters in·the Epistle to the Hebrews
-if you will kindly turn to the chapters-that we may trace together
the distinct points that I believe are unfolded in each. In Hebrews
ix. and x. we find that the great truth of the doctrine, and the application of that doctrine, come before us, the doctrine of the bloodshedding
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the application of that great fact to
the conscience in its needs, are, I believe, unfolded in both chapters,
so that we have in the ninth chapter the distinct statement of fact,
and in the tenth chapter the way in which that great fact is applied
according to the circumstance unfolded in detail in it. Now, there
is one striking contrast which meets us in both chapters, in the ninth
as well as in the tenth. I mean, the contrast between the typical
sacrifices of the Old Testament Scriptures and the coming of the
Blessed One, Who is presented in all the majesty and glory of His
Person as the One Sacrifice which was to take away for ever, and to
remove for ever, the typical shadows of old. The eleventh verse of the
9th of Hebrews stands out in very striking and distinguishing features
in that way, "but Christ"; and you will notice the contrast is so
marked there between all the previous Levitical sacrifices in their
trueness of type, no doubt, but still as never fully accomplishing or
meeting the mind or thought of God; and, still more than that, even
this announced by the Spirit of God Himself, not the very image of
the things, but a Person Who is none other than God over all, blessed
for evermore, Who was pleased to become Man, the Divinely appointed
Mediator between God and man, alone has imparted to the completion
and finished nature of His work, all the value of Himself.
Now, there is no word, perhaps, more prominent throughout the
whole of this ninth chapter of the Hebrews than the word" blood."
The word "blood" meets us verse after verse in the chapter, and
it is. terribly solemn to think that at the present moment the attempt
is made to'destroy the essential character and nature of the expression
"blood." There is a view promulgated, and propagated, too, by one
of the ablest scholars of our day, who asserts (I quote his words), " the
Scriptural idea of blood is essentially the idea of life, and not of death."
Now, beloved friends, when you carefully and prayerfully study
Hebrews ix., under the teaching of the Spirit of God on your conscience
and heart, it would be impossible not to see that the great essential
feature throughout the whole of that ninth chapter is death, and not
life; that" the blood" signifies the giving up in death vicariously
of a spotless holy life as a sacrifice for sin, and the appearing thereby,
and the meeting thereby, God's just and holy indignation against sin.
Now, there is also another statement which I will quote, as showing
the trend of down grade of present-day theology, viz.: "The life of
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Christ-that is, in its purity to God, cleanses men, and enables them
to serve Him, Who is the Living God." This is absolutely and distinctly
in the very face of the teaching of the Holy Ghost throughout the
whole of Hebrews ix., as well as x., in its application, namely, that it
is the offering in death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the shedding of
His precious blood in death, that purifies our conscience from dead
works to serve the Living God. So that throughout the whole of
chapter ix., it is His Blood, His Death, His Vicarious Sacrifice for sin,
and His entrance into Heaven itself in the power and efficacy of His
Blood; and it is impossible to get away from the conclusion, as you
read carefully and prayerfully Hebrews ix., that this great truth
underlies every statement, and every announcement in it, of God the
Holy Ghost! How striking are those verses-may I ask you just to
refer to them ~-Hebrews ix. 27 and 28, where the apostle says, " And
inasmuch as " (I read from the revised version), " it is appointed unto
men once to die, and after this cometh judgment." Now, sometimes
that passage is read in thatJashion and left off there, but let us keep
it in its entirety, and you will notice then the wonderful force of it
_cc Inasmuch as it is appointed unto men once to die, and after this
cometh judgment, so Christ also, having once been offered to bear
the sins of many, shall appear a second time, apart from sin, to them
that wait for Him unto salvation." And I cannot help referring,
when reading this passage, to a translation of it that made a very great
impression upon one's own heart and mind many years ago, when
connected with Irish Church Missions to Roman Catholics in Ireland.
You may not be all aware (though there are many here who know)
of the way in which the Douay version of the Scriptures translates
these last two verses, and the note that is attached to them, which I
will quote to you. The passage in the Douay version of the Scriptures
reads in this way, so also "Christ was offered once to exhaust the
sins of many," and the note (though, alas, to a very great extent,
throughout the whole of the Douay version of the Scriptures, the
notes corrupt the text), yet in this case, the note does fairly represent
the truth of the text; it reads thus-cc to exhaust; that i.s to empty
and to draw out of the very bottom a plentiful and perfect redemption."
So that in the overruling providence and power of God, the Church of
Rome, by means of this translation, and note in the Douay version of
the Scriptures is compelled to bear her testimony to the truth of the
completeness and sufficiency of the once offered vicarious sacrifice of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!
Now let us turn to the tenth chapter for a few moments more. In
the tenth chapter, we have, I believe, as I have stated, an application
of the great doctrine of the ninth chapter, that is to say, that the great
truth of the Atonement, of the satisfaction, vicariously, by the death
of our Lord Jesus Christ is applied to the needs of the conscience.
In the tenth chapter we find three very blessed and precious testimonies
given us of the power of this blood as so applied. Let us fix our attention on three" No more's" here. First of all, in the second verse
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the Apostle says that" There is no more conscience of sins." Now,
it is most important carefully to distinguish between no more conscience
of sins, and the consciousness of sin and indwelling corruption which
remains with the Christian to the very end. They are not the same
things at all, and we must keep them distinct and clear and not confound
them. But," No more conscience of sins," which is the result of
the application to the conscience of the precious death of our Lord
Jesus Christ, His vicarious bloodshedding is, that the conscience, in
virtue of that blood so shed and so applied, is uncondemningly quiet
in the presence of a Holy God. That, I believe, is the great force of
the expression" no more conscience of sins." The whole question of
sins, and all that belongs to sins, was perfectly settled for the conscience
by the application to it of that blood, so that it is quiet uncondemningly
in the presence of God, as to all that God is, in the glory of His nature
and of His attributes!
The second " no more" you will find in the seventeenth verse, a
wonderful" no more," which connects itself with the blessed Lord
Himself, when the apostle says: "Where remission of these is, there is
'no more' remembrance of sins." And that evidently is in contrast to
the Levitical sacrifices, where the sins were brought year by year to
remembrance. And I would suggest, beloved friends, very humbly
to you that in studying the types of the Old Testament Scripture,
blessed and wonderful as those types are, as we had them before us
yesterday, as well as the prophecies that relate to the Atonement of
our Lord Jesus Christ, still all throughout, in our reading the Epistle
to the Hebrews, we must, I believe, keep this in view, that the great
truths in connexion with the sacrifice and atonement of our Lord
Jesus Christ are presented in contrast rather than in comparison.
Keep the thought of contrast before your minds and how clear all is.
In contrast with" many sacrifices," "one Sacrifice." In contrast
with "many priests," "one Priest." In contrast with "constant
remembrance," "no more remembrance." I believe, with this in
view, a light will sbine by Divine grace upon our hearts in connexion
with the atoning blood of Christ which will bring stability and
settlement to our souls; and so we have here" no more remembrance
of sins." And, then again, in the eighteenth verse we have" no
more sacrifice for sin." That is to say, that the sacrifice once offered
on Calvary was so complete, so perfect, that all types that pointed on
before are now exhausted, and instead of many offerings and constant
sacrifices, there is " no more sacrifice for sin," and that which never
obtained in the Old Testament dispensation is the great truth now,
which this chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews proclaims; further,
under the old economy, the priest's business and work was never done,
and therefore, we read, " every priest standeth daily," but this man
in contrast with the whole line of the Aaronic Priesthood, after He had
" offered one sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down." The sublime truth
so blessedly set out here being the very completeness and fulness of
His atoning sacrifice and death; the blessed One had so perfectly
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consummated the work, could sit down and abide so, having done all.
The contrast is with the priests standing, these stood daily; He is
set down for a continuance.
In conclusion, observe the blessed results, named in verses 19, 22,
and 23. First," boldness to enter into the holiest "-i.e., liberty in
right of approach; that which belonged only to one man, of one tribe,
of one nation, and on one day in the year is the right through grace
of every child of God now in virtue of " the blood of Jesus." Let us
rejoice in the rending of the veil; it has been rent by the perfect love
of God, and the believer is privileged to go into the presence of God
without a veil. The way into the holiest is now made manifest, blessed
for ever be His name: instead of offering incense outside, as did the
Jewish priests, we go within, and there too, we find Christ, and what
a comfort to the heart it is to know that we cannot go within the veil
without finding Him there. Secondly, see how also we, in verse
22, have" nearness." "Let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith." Oh, how near! Then in verse 23 we have
steadfast in "the profession of our hope." The faithfulness of Him
that promised, undergirding and sustaining the hope.
Thus we have this threefold blessed result, consequent upon the
great doctrine and application of the atoning sacrifice and death of
our Lord Jesus Christ in these two chapters.

KEEPING OTHER PEOPLE'S VINEYARDS.
" They made me the keeper of the vineyards,. BUT MINE OWN VINEYARD
HAVE I NOT KEPT."-SONG OF SOLOMON i. 6.
THESE words suggest a danger to which the Lord's people are exposed.
They may be very zealous in work in other people's vineyards and
neglect their own vineyard. They may be diligent in doing work
amongst people outside their own homes, and may neglect the work
. of God near at hand in their own families. A faithful minister may be
very keen on preaching the Gospel either at home or abroad, and yet
neglect the duty of making known the Gospel to his own family. The
first responsibility of a parent is to instruct his own family in Gospel
truth. That ought ever to be heeded and heeded daily. Then he may
rightly labour in the Gospel amongst others. Zeal in the Lord's work
at a distance should never exclude zeal in His work near at hand. A
minister may be very popular in addressing large audiences all over
the country, and he may neglect his duty in his own home. It is
terribly sad if a minister or any Christian has to confess, " Mine own
vineyard have I not kept." Work amongst the crowd is no doubt more
congenial to the flesh, but it can hardly be said to be pleasing to God
to hand over the keeping of our own vineyard to others, while we are
busy in, and absorbed with, outside vineyards. First, attend to your
own vineyard, then seek also to labour in other vineyards.
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THE EFFECT OF THE ATONEMENT.
By THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.

BEFORE I resume my seat I may briefly remark on two or three
Scriptures which bear on the wondrous effect of the Atonement on
the called people of God. The first of these passages is found in
the words of the Lord Jesus when He stooped to wash Peter's feet
_cc He that is washed, needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean
every whit." That is both the position and the condition of the true
believer. cc Clean every whit"! How influential and important is
this fact in its bearing on the Christian conscience! What more
powerful preservative from sin could be discovered than this ~ cc I
am clean every whit. How dare I soil my holy garments ~" Oh,
to " have grace" to realize this, the effect of the atoning blood of the
Lamb.
And next, there is that passage in Psalm li.-the words of sinburdened David-" Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow." Is
there anything in creation, brethren, whiter than snow ~ Yet the
purest snowflake that ever fell from above was black when compared
to the moral and spiritual condition of a dear child of God when
restored from his fall by the application to the conscience of the atoning
sacrifice of Christ. cc Whiter than snow"! Oh, think of that. There
is the practical efficacy of the Atonement of God's dear Son, which
we have been considering these days past.
And, in the third place, there is that most precious passage in the Song
of Songs-the declaration of the Divine Bridegroom of the Church"Thou art all fair, My love, there is no spot "-no spot-in thee. That
is the condition of the whole multitude of the elect, redeemed, saved
people of God, as they are washed from their sins in the grace-provided
fountain of the Lamb's blood. That is the Lord's own mind concerning
them. Oh, wondrous grace-" Clean every whit "-" Whiter than
snow ,,_cc No spot in thee"! This is the secret of our communion
with the Father and the Son. This is the liberty of our walking" in
the light."

SIN IN THE BELIEVER.
" I DO not only betray the inbred venom of my heart by my common
actions, but even I poison my most religious performances also with
my sin. I cannot pray but I sin; I cannot hear or preach a sermon
but I sin; I cannot give an alms or receive a sacrament but I sin, ;
nay, I cannot so much as confess my sins, but my very confessions
are still aggravations of them; my repentance needs to be repented
of, my tears want washing, and the very washing of my tears needs
still to be washed over again with the blood of my Redeemer."Bishop Beveridge.
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JOHN'S APPEAL
POOR John Robinson was very upset and troubled. It was all his own
fault, as he knew; he said himself that he ought to have seen about
it sooner. But now that war had really begun, his fears had risen to
fever-pitch, and he could get no rest. He thought that at any time
there might be an enemy air-raid, and then where would he be without
a shelter? Many of the neighbours had had shelters put up in their
gardens weeks before; they were no longer anxious, because even if
a raid did come, they would have somewhere to take refuge. But
John had delayed and put if off, and now, though he had at last asked
for a shelter, the war had come before it had been sent. John was no
longer young; he was somewhat lame; and worst of all, he was blind!
After a few more days of anxious waiting, John made up his mind
that his best plan was to go himself to headquarters to make inquiries.
So one afternoon he and his daughter set out, he with his white stick,
leaning on his companion's arm. It was a lovely autumn day, with
the sun shining out of a clear blue sky, a day when you would not
think war was possible. But John could not see how beautiful everything was, and his mind was full of his fears. His daughter knew
where the office was, and she guided him to a large house standing in
a garden, with a board on the railings which said, "A.R.P. Steel
Shelters." They went in through the gate, and up to the door, and
that was as far as they had to go; for a gentleman who was just coming
out of the house, stopped to ask them what they wanted. Poor John
at once poured out his tremulous complaint, that he was afraid his
shelter had been forgotten. The official, seeing how frightened the
old man was, answered him with great kindness. "It will be quite all
right," he said reassuringly; "you have no need to think any more
about the matter. Your shelter will certainly be delivered before
long, I can promise you."
It did not take more than that to satisfy John. He was greatly
relieved, and as he came out of the gate, he said thankfully, " That's
all I wanted to ask. I shan't worry any more now I know the shelter
will come some time."
Worry is a dreadful thing. The word comes from an old English
root, meaning "to strangle"; and I think " strangling" is a good
adjective to apply to care or anxiety, for worry can get such a grip of
the mind that there is no room for anything else. It is not only a
grown-up trouble; children often are not so carefree as they look, for
they may have many troubles and fears that they keep secret. Just
now especially there are many causes of worry, and the people of God
are as much affected by them as the people of the world-more, sometimes; for the Lord may leave the careless to prosper, whilst He sends
trials and troubles to test His own children. But though Christian
people are just as much exposed to care as unbelievers are, they
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feel quite differently about it. For there is a remedy for worry
in the Bible, just as there is for every other trouble and perplexity.
You see how John Robinson exchanged his worry for content. He
described the cure exactly when he said, "I shan't worry now
I know" ! Worry implies doubt and suspense; but the believer
has sure certainties to rest upon. For instance, " We know that all
things work together for good to them that love God." If the Spirit
of God brings home this word to our hearts, and makes us know and
believe it for ourselves, then do you not see that there is no room left
for worry 1 Every trouble and anxiety, every trial and perplexity,
comes among the all things working together for good to them that
love God. Old John put all his trust in the promise of an A.R.P.
official, and gave up all his care because he believed what he was told.
If only we could show the same faith in our heavenly Father!
You see it was when John could bear his anxiety no longer that he
thought he would go and make inquiries for himself. That is what
trouble often does for God's children; it drives them to their knees in
prayer. Perhaps they have been going on comfortably enough in
their journey through the world, content to be cold and barren towards
God. Then He sends sudden sorrow or anxiety; they awaken to
their own helplessness, and their souls are stirred up to sigh and cry
before the Lord.
I think it was very wise of John to go himself to the office. He
might have thought of sending a friend instead, for it was not easy
with his blindness and lameness to make the expedition. But that
would not have been at all the same thing. It would have been like
the people who ask saints and the Virgin Mary to pray for them!
John did not make that mistake. He may have had some fears about
going. Would the door be open 1 Would he be rudely turned away,
or would he be asked to come in 1 Would he have to make his complaint to a porter at the door, or would it be possible to speak personally
to someone in authority 1 Whatever his fears, John went straight to
the fountain head; and you know how kindly he was met, and how all
his cares were instantly dispersed. What a mercy it is that at all
times we may have access to the throne of grace, where we may come
with boldness into the presence of God Himself! There was once a
veil; it was the veil of God's great law, dividing sinners from His
holiness. But Jesus came, and rent that veil! By His precious
death upon the cross, He took upon Himself the sin of His people,
and clothed them with His righteousness; the veil was rent, the way
made clear, and poor sinful men who plead the name of Jesus received
into the presence of God Himself.
DAMARIS.

" A MAN may have his head full of knowledge, and not have a grain
of grace. The devils have a great deal of knowledge, and are devils
still."-Philip Henry.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-I very warmly thank you for your kind and loving
notice of myself and the mission work in this month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Though still very weak, I am by God's merQY enabled to do something
in the work, and by the kind assistance of a friend in packing the
parcels, the work still goes forward. I thank the many friends who
have helped the mission by subscriptions or books.
The Rev. W, Davey, of the Trinitarian Bible Society, has sent us a
valuable grant of New Testaments, Gospels, Psalms, etc., for which
I am grateful to him. To other friends who have sent me new copies
of the Bible I would express my gratitude and desire their continued
kind help.
A Missionary to sailors writes, " We were delighted to get another
batch of books from you. Your practical interest in the men of the
sea is wonderful, and knowing the physical infirmities which you face
I am amazed at your fortitude and persistency. Many a stronger man
would have given up long ago. In addition to the men here, we are
now catering for hundreds of naval men, and the demands made upon
us are exceedingly heavy. Thank you for remembering us once again.
We shall remember you before the throne of grace. Best wishes to
yourself and wife."
From a lady worker at a large military camp, "Thank you very
much for your kindness in sending us such lovely parcels of New
Testaments, books, and tracts, and Bibles. As we are enabled we give
small copies to men who are desirous of having them. We give it out
that those who wish for one and will really read it can receive one at
the close of our meeting. We have been and are much encouraged
by the reverent and eager attention of many of the men to the Gospel
preaching, and feel sure that some of the seed will take root and bring
forth to the praise of the Lord. There are some young officers among
those now serving who are keen Christians, and some among the
reservists recalled are witnessing for the Lord, and some few young
ones called up are seeking to witness. Pray for them and for all who
are working for Royal Naval men, Soldiers, and Airmen. I am sorry
to hear that you have been seriously ill and that your sight has failed
further. I marvel at your beautiful typing."
May the Lord richly bless the message of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in
these days.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firjield Street, Totterdown,
Bristol, 4, October, 1939.
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---A GREAT REFORMATION DOCTRINE.
" THE doctrine of Predestination receives comparatively little attention in our day, and it is very imperfectly understood even by those
who are supposed to hold it most loyally. It is a doctrine, however,
which is contained in the creeds of. most Evangelical churches and
which has had a remarkable influence both in Church and State.
The official standards of the various branches of the Presbyterian and
Reformed Churches in Europe and America are thoroughly Calvinistic.
The Baptist and Congregational Churches, although they have no
formulated Creeds, have in the main been Calvinistic, if we may judge
from the writings and teachings of their representative theologians.
The great free Church of Holland and almost all the Churches of Scotland are Calvinistic. The Established Church of England and her
daughter, the Episcopal Church of America, have a Calvinistic creed
in the Thirty-nine Articles. The Whitefield Methodists in Wales to
this day bear the name of ' Calvinistic Methodists.'
" Among the past and present advocates of this doctrine are to be
found some of the world's greatest and wisest men. It was taught
not only by Calvin, but by Luther, Zwingli, Melanchthon (although
Melanchthon seems to have later retreated toward the semi-Pelagian
position), by Bullinger, Bucer, and all of the outstanding leaders in
the Reformation. While differing on some other points they agreed
on this doctrine of Predestination and taught it with emphasis. Luther's
chief work, , The Bondage of the Will,' shows that he went into the
doctrine as heartily as did Calvin himself. He even asserted it with
more warmth and proceeded to much harsher lengths in defending it
than Calvin ever did. And the Lutheran Church to-day, as judged by
the Formula of Concord, holds the doctrine of Predestination in a
modified form. The Puritans in England and those who early settled in
America, as well as the Covenanters in Scotland and the Huguenots
in France, were thoroughgoing Calvinists; and it is little credit to
historians in general that this fact has been so largely passed over in
silence. This faith was for a time held by the Roman Catholic
Church, and at no time has that Church ever openly repudiated it.
Augustine's doctrine of Predestination set against him all the halfhearted elements in the Church and arrayed him against every
man who belittled the sovereignty of God. He overcame them, and
the doctrine of Predestination entered the belief of the universal
Church.
"The great majority of the creeds of historic Christendom have set
forth the doctrines of Election, Predestination, and final Perseverance,
as will readily be seen by anyone who will make even a cursory study
of the subject. On the other hand, Arminianism existed for centuries
only as a heresy on the outskirts of true religion, and, in fact, it was not
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championed by an organized Christian Church until the year 1784, at
which time it was incorporated into the system of doctrine of the
Methodist Church in England. The great theologians of history,
Augustine, Wycliffe, Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Zanchius, Owen, Whitefield, Toplady, and in more recent times Hodge, Dabney, Cunningham,
Smith, Shedd, Warfield, and Kuyper, held this doctrine and taught it
with force. That they have been the lights and ornaments of the
highest type of Christianity will be admitted by practically all Protestants. Furthermore, their works on this great subject have never been
answered.

*

*

*

*

*

" From the time of the Reformation up until about one hundred
years ago these doctrines were boldly set forth by the great majority
of the ministers and teachers in the Protestant Churches, but to-day
we find far the greater majority holding and teaching other systems.
It is only rarely that we now come across those who can be called
, Calvinists without reserve.' We may quite appropriately apply to
our own Churches the words of Toplady in regard to the Church of
England: 'Time has been when the Calvinistic doctrines were considered and defended as the Palladium of our Established Church by
her bishops and clergy, by the universities, and the whole body of the
laity. It was (during the reigns of Edward VI, Queen Elizabeth,
James I, .and the greater part of Charles I) as difficult to meet with a
clergyman who did not preach the doctrines of the Church of England,
as it is now to find one who does. We have generally forsaken the
principles of the Reformation, and Ichabod, or " the glory is departed,"
has been written on most of our pulpits and church-doors ever since'
(Preface to Zanchius' Predestination, p. 16).
" The tendency in our enlightened age is to look upon Calvinism
as a worn-out and obsolete creed. At the beginning of his splendid
article on ' The Reformed Faith in the Modern World,' Professor F. E.
Hamilton says, ' It seems to be tacitly assumed by a large number of
people in the Presbyterian Church to-day that Calvinism has been
outgrown in religious circles. In fact, the average Church member,
or even minister of the Gospel, is inclined to look upon a person who
declares that he believes in Predestination, with a glance of amused
tolerance. It seems incredible to them that there should exist such
an intellectual curiosity as a real Calvinist in an age of enlightenment
like the present. As for seriously examining the arguments for
Calvinism, the idea never enters their heads. It is deemed as out of
date as the Inquisition, or the idea of a flat world, and is looked upon
as one of the fantastic schemes of thought that men held before the
age of modern science.' Because of this present day attitude toward
Calvinism, and because of the general lack of information concerning
these doctrines, we regard the subject of this book as one of great
importance."-The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination, pp. 1-3. By
Professor Loraine Brettner of Pikeville, Kentucky.
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HYMNS FOR TIME OF WAR. By B. A. Warburton. Pp. 28. Price
4d. post free; 48 copies, 2s. 3d. per dozen. (Robert Stockwell,
5-7, Baden Place, London, S.E.I.)
This booklet consists of twenty-eight hymns, all relating to a
time of war. The author thinks there are only a few hymns in our
hymn books suitable for such a time, and to remedy this defect is the
object of this booklet. The hymns are well printed and are written
in various metres. No doubt the old Gospel hymns will still be found
most suited to our spiritual needs at this time, but the occasional introduction of one of these new hyms at a service will be found appropriate.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC, 1940. Two illustrations, paper
cover, 2d.; cloth, 6d. (Church Association, 14, Buckingham
Street, London, W.C.2.)
This is the fifty-second issue of this Almanac. It contains all the
usual features. All Evangelical clergymen, laymen and laywomen
should possess and use it..

------

METHODIST SACRAMENTAL FELLOWSHIP. Pp. 32. Price 2!d., post free.
(Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
This is the fourth edition of this exposure of the Sacramentarian
Movement amongst Methodists. The list of Methodist ministers who
are members of this fellowship occupies two pages of the pamphlet.
'rhe Protestant Truth Society say, " No Methodist should be ignorant
of the facts revealed in this pamphlet."
HAPPY GREETINGS CALENDAR. Pp. 68. Price, 6 Copies for Is. 3d.
post free; 50 Copies for 8s. 6d. (Lord's Day Observance Society,
22, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.I.)
This booklet is, as usual, attractively got up and is published in the
interests of the observance of the Divinely appointed day for rest and
holy worship. It is sad to read in it that half a million people in
London alone attend the cinemas on Sunday, and that 40,000 shops
are open on Sunday in the Metropolis alone. Sabbath desecration is
one of our outstanding national sins.
A FRIEND OF THE WORLD. From MS. notes by the late Annie W.
Marston, arranged by Annie E. Wood. Pp. 18. Price, post free,
2d.; 7 copies for Is., 100 for 12s. (Miss A. E. Wood, 13A, Grand
Avenue, W. Southbourne, Hants.)
This attractively got up booklet is a searching exposure of the sin
and sorrow connected with worldliness. It is illustrated in the case
of Lot, who, though one of the Lord's people, failed to come out fully
from the world.

