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Who comlortetb as in all OUl' tribulatlon, that we may be ILble to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by tbe comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORTh'TJILL"'B i. 4.

TOPLADY'S LIFE.
" They which are offaith, the 8ame are the children of Abraham.
So then they which be offaith are blessed with faithful Abraham.
. . . If ye be CHRIST'S, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs
according to the promise."-GALATIANS ill. 7, 9, 29.

THERE is but one family in heaven and on earth. All the members
are characterized by faith in the blood and righteousness of the
LORD JESUS CHRIST. They are all the spiritual seed of Abraham,
and are blessed with all spiritual blessings with faithful Abraham.
Old and New Testament sinners are alike saved and blessed through
CHRIST, Who was at once the SON OF DAvID, the SON OF ABRAHAM,
and the SON OF GOD. They constitute the one body of which
CHRIST is the Head, and the one Church of GOD" which He hath
purchased with His own blood."
The biographies of many of GOD'S redeemed family are recorded
in Scripture and are full of instruction for the people of GOD to-day.
A brief reference to the biography of the Rev. Augustus Montague
Toplady, B.A., may well be given in our "Family Portion" for
the month of November, 1940. On Nov. 4th, 1740, Toplady was
born at Farnham, in Surrey, so that this year is the two-hundredth
anniversary of his birth. Two things should make the bicentenary
of his birth of special interest to our readers. In the first place, it
is recorded that he edited the GOSPEL MAGAZINE from December,
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1775, till June, 1776. In the second place his well-known hymn,
" Rock of Ages, cleft for me," appeared first in the pages of this
Magazine. On page 131 of the Volume for 1776, which we possess,
the hymn first appeared. It is headed, "A living and dying
prayer for the holiest believer in the world."
Toplady received the rudiments of his education at Westminster
School. He was a very apt scholar and made great progress in his
studies. His father was a major in the army and died soon after
the birth of his son, at the siege of Carthagena. While still a boy
Toplady's mother removed to Ireland, and soon afterwards Toplady
was entered as a student in Trinity College, Dublin. Here he took
his degree of Bachelor of Arts. Having resolved to serve GOD in
the ministry of the Gospel, he devoted special attention to the
study of Greek and Hebrew.
HIS CONVERSION.
It was during his academical course "that it pleased GOD, in
a very singular way, to reveal His SON in him," and thus to make
him wise unto salvation through faith which is in CHRIST JESUS.
One of his biographers says, " About the age of sixteen, he, one
evening, apparently by accident, but really under the unseen
direction of a wise and gracious providence, strolled into a barn,
at a place called Codymain, in Ireland, where a layman, of the
name of Morris, was preaching to a few poor people. The text on
which the preacher discoursed was Ephesians ii. 13, 'But now
in CHRIST JESUS, ye. who sometimes were far off, are made nigh
by the blood of CHIUST.' It was from that night ... that he dated
his effectual conversion to the faith of the Gospel."
In reference to this experience he wrote in his diary, dated
Feb. 29th, 1768, as follows: "Strange that I, who had so long
sat nnder the means of grace in England, should be brought nigh
to GOD in an obscure part of Ireland, amidst a handful of GOD'S
people, met together in a barn, and under the ministry of one who
could hardly spell his name! Surely it was the LORD'S doing, and
is marvellous. The excellency of such power must be of GOD,
and cannot be of man. The regenerating 'PIRIT breathes not only
on whom, but likewise when, where, and as He listeth."
Toplady's conversion took place in the year 1755, when he \yas
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about SL"'{teen years of age, but he was not brought to grasp the
great doctrines of grace till about three years after, i.e., in the year
1758. In reference to this further enlightenment he wrote:
"Though awakened in 1755, I was not led into a full and clear
view of all the doctrines of grace, till the year 1758, when, through
the great goodness of GOD, my Arminian prejudices received an
effectual shock, in reading Dr. Manton's sermons on the seventeenth
of St. John. I shall remember the years 1755, and 1758, with
gratitude and joy, in the heaven of heavens, to all eternity."
In his sermon on "Free-will and Merit Fairly Examined,"
preached in St. Anne's, BJackfriars, Londou, he says, "It pleased
GOD to deliver me from the Arminian snare, before I was quite
eighteen. Antecedently to that period there was not (with the
lowest self-abasement I confess it) a more haughty and violent
free-willer within the compass of the four seas. One instance of
my warm and bitter zeal, occurs just now to my memory. About
a twelvemonth before the Divine goodness gave me eyes to discern,
and a heart to embrace the truth, I was haranguing one day, in
company (for I deemed myself able to cope with all the predestinarians in the world), on the universality of grace, and the powers
of human free agency. A good old gentleman (now \\;th GOD)
rose from his chair, and coming to mine, held me by one of my
coat buttons, while he mildly addressed me to this effect: 'My
dear sir, there are some marks of spirituality in your conversation;
though tinged with an unhappy mixture of pride and self-righteousne&s. You have been speaking, largely, in favour of freewill; but,
from arguments, let us come to experience. Do let me ask you one
question. How was it with you, when the LORD laid hold on you,
in effectual calling 1 Had you any hand in obtaining tha.t grace 1
Nay, would you not have resisted and baflled it, if GOD'S SPIRIT
had left you in the hand of your own counci11 '
"I felt the conclusiveness of these simple but forcible interrogations, more strongly than I was then willing to acknowledge. But,
blessed be GOD, I have since been enabled to acknowledge the
freeness and omnipotence of His grace times without number,
and to sing (what I trust will be my everlasting song when time shall
be no more), 'Not unto me, 0 LORD, not unto me, but unto Thy
name gi ve all the glory.' "
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It needs to be remembered that at this time Toplady was but a
youth of about seventeen years of age. Like many youths of that
age he was unduly self-confident. Yet he was then a converted
character, as he himself claims. He had been brought nigh to GOD.
Yet he acknowledges that for years before he saw clearly the
doctrines of grace, "there was not a more haughty and violent
free-wilier within the compass of the four seas." His haughty and
free-will views did not separate him from CHRIST, nor exclude
him from the number of GOD'S elect people. Ought not this fact
to make us very gentle and kind towards Arminians to-day? Not
that we should think lightly of their erroneous teaching, but we
need to remember that only the LORD Himself can lead them to
embrace the doctrines of grace.
We remember once a clergyman saying to us about another
clergyman who manifested Arminian views, "There is not a spark
of spiritual life in that man." We replied, "Don't say that. He
may be right in his heart though wrong in his head." We should
do well if we followed the kind, humble, and gentle example of the
old gentleman who spoke to Toplady. He acknowledged Toplady
had marks of spirituality, and by his gentle questions he made
Toplady conscious that he was in the wrong. We feel that those
who hold the great doctrines of grace ought to be the most humble
and gentle people in the world, because these doctrines teach them
that they have nothing which they did not receive, and therefore
they have no ground of boasting.

TOPLADY'S ORDINATION.
Toplady was ordained on June 6th, 1762. Like "'hitefield, he
began his ministry with a clear knowledge of Gospel truth. He
says, "I can never be sufficiently thankful that my religious
principles were all fixed long before I ever entered into orders.
Through the good hand of my GOD upon me, I set out in the ministry
with clear Gospel light from the first: a blessing not vouchsafed
to everyone. Many an Evangelical minister has found himself
obliged to retract and unsay what he has taught before in the days
of his ignorance. LORD, how is it that I have been so signally
favoured of Thee? 0 keep me to the end, steadfast in Thy truths.
Let me but go on experimentally and sensibly to know Thee; and
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then it will be absolutely impossible for me to depart from the
precious doctrines of grace, my early insight into which I look
upon as one of the distinguishing blessings of my life."
Bishop J. C. Ryle says, "Shortly after his ordination he was
appointed to the living of Blagdon, in Somersetshire, but did not
hold it long. He was then appointed to Fen Ottery, with Harpford, in Devonshire, a small parish near Sidmouth. This post he
finally exchanged, in 1768, for the rural parish of Broad Hembury,
near Honiton, in Devonshire, a cure which he retained until his
death. In the year 1775 he was compelled, by the state of his
health, to remove from Devonshire to London, and became for a
short time preacher at a chapel in Orange Street, Leicester Square.
He seems, however, to have derived no material benefit from the
change of climate; and at last died of decline, like Walker and
Hervey, in the year 1778, at the early age of thirty-eight"
(Christian Leaders, pages 360, 361).
Toplady "was buried in Tottenham Court Chapel, under the
gallery, opposite the pulpit, in the presence of thousands of people,
who came together from all parts of London to do him honour.
His high reputation as a champion of truth, the unjust misrepresentations circulated about his change of opinion, his effectiveness
as a preacher, and his comparative youthfulness, combined to
draw forth a more than ordinary expression of sympathy."
TOPLADY'S LAST WILL.
Bishop J. C. Ryle says, " The following passage from Toplady's
last will, made and signed six months before his decease, is so
remarkable and characteristic, that I cannot refrain from giving
it to my readers: 'I most humbly commit my soul to Almighty
<rl>D, Whom I honour, and have long experienced to be my ever
gracious and infinitely merciful· FATHER. Nor have I the least
doubt of my election, justification, and eternal happiness, through
the riches of His everlasting and unchangeable kindness to me in
CHRIST JESUS, His co-equal SON, my ouly, my assured, and my allsufficient SAVIOUR; washed in Whose propitiatory blood, and
clothed with Whose imputed righteousness, I trust to stand perfect,
sinless, and complete; and do verily believe that I most certainly
shall so stand, in the hour of death, and in the kingdom of heaven,

466

The Gospel Magazine

and at the last judgment, and in the ultimate state of endless
glory. Neither can I write this my last will without rendering
the deepest, the most solemn, and the most ardent thanks to the
adorable Trinity in Unity, for their eternal, unmerited, irreversible,
and inexhaustible love to me a sinner. I bless GOD the FATHER
for having written from everlasting my unworthy name in the book
of life-even for appointing me to obtain salvation through JESUS
CHRIST my LORD. I adore GOD the SON for having vouchsafed
to redeem me by His own most precious death, and for having
obeyed the whole law for my justification. I admire and revere the
gracious benignity of GoD the HOLY GHOST, who converted me
to the saving knowledge of CHRIST more than twenty-two years
ago, and Whose enlightening, supporting, comforting, and sanctifying agency is, and (I doubt not) will be my strength and song in
the hours of my earthly pilgrimage.' " (Ohristian Leaders, pages
372, 373.)
This extract clearly shows where Toplady stood from a doctrinal
point of view. Following the teaching of the Bible and the Thirtynine Articles, he believed in GOD'S electing love and in His justifying grace. He had the full assurance of his eternal salvation through
the propitiatory blood and imputed righteousness of our LORD
JESUS CHRIST. He was full of gratitude to the FATHER, the SON,
and the HOLY GHOST, for their eternal, unmerited, and inexhaustible love to him a sinner. He recognized the love of the FATHER
in writing his name from eternity in the Book of Life; the love
of the SON in redeeIning and justifying him through His obedience
unto death, and the love of the HOLY GHOST for His regenerating,
converting, enlightening, comforting, and sanctifying operations.
He had no doubt of his final glorification.
This extract gives us an insight into the theology of many of
the great Evangelical preachers of the eighteenth century. They
believed in election, justification, imputed righteousness, full
assurance, and the final preservation of all the elect people of
GoD.
These doctrines are still taught in the Bible, and in the Thirtynine Articles, and they are intended for the edification, the instruction, and the comfort of the people of GOD. If ministers were
true to the Bible these doctrines would still be taught.
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BISHOP RYLE'S TESTIMONY.
There was a great deal in the short life and work of Toplady
for which we have reason to thank GOD. Bishop Ryle says that
" In some respects, I am bold to say, not one of his contemporaries
surpassed him, and hardly any equalled him. He was a man of
rare grace and gifts, and one who left his mark very deeply on his
own generation. For soundness in the faith, singleness of eye,
and devotedness of life, he deserves to be ranked with Whitefield,
or Grimshaw, or Romaine."
As a prea£her Bishop Ryle assigns to him a very high place among
the second-class men of the eighteenth century. His weakness of
lungs prevented him from doing the things that Whitefield and
Berridge did. As a controversialist Toplady was thorougWy
recognized as the champion and standard-bearer of Calvinistic
theology.
Ryle says, "I will never shrink from saying that the cause for
which Toplady contended all his life was decidedly the cause of
GoD'S truth. He was a bold defender of Calvinistic views about
election, predestination, perseverence, human impotency, and
irresistible grace. On all these subjects I hold firmly that Calvin's
theology is much more scriptural than the theology of Arminius.
In a word, I believe that Calvinistic Divinity is the Divinity of the
Bible, of Augustine, and of the Thirty-nine Articles of my own
Church, and of the Scotch Confession of Faith."
In reference to Toplady's Ht".storic Proof of the Calvinism of the
Church of England, Bishop Ryle says, " The Book remains to this
hour unanswered, and that for the simplest of all reasons, that it is
unanswerable. It proves irrefragably, whether men like it or not,
that Calvinism is the doctrine of the Church of England, and that
all her leading divines, until Laud's time, were Calvinists."
The stand which Toplady took in defence of what are called
Calvinistic truths was not at all pleasing to John Wesley, who was
a decided ArIninian in his teaching, and Wesley and his friends,
Waiter Sellon, and Thomas Olivers, strongly opposed Toplady's
vIews.
" In the toss of passion each antagonist frequently so far forgot
himself as to indulge in the most regrettable personalities ...
personalities, whether indulged in by a Toplady or a Wesley-and
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under this head the two leaders were equally to blame-provide
but painful reading" (Thomas Wright's Life of Toplady, pages
87-91).
In reference to this controversy we fully own that Toplady was
to blame, but so was Wesley. It needs to be remembered, too,
that when the controversy began Toplady was only about 29 years
of age. He was under 38 when he died. If he had lived to old age
he would no doubt have been milder in his language towards
his strong Arminian opponents. While, therefore, we cannot
justify all his language towards his opponents, we must remember
that not one of us is destitute of faultiness.
Ryle says, "It must in fairness be remembered that the language
of Toplady's opponents was exceedingly violent, and was enough
to provoke any man." For ourselves, let us remember that the
truth is sufficiently objectionable to worldly-minded men without
presenting it in language unbecoming those who are under the
control of the HOLY SPIRIT.
As a hymn-writer, Bishop :j:tyle says, "I give it as my decided
opinion that he was one of the best hymn-writers in the English
language. . . . I hold that there are no hymns better than
hi s. "
Thomas Wright, in his Life of Toplady (page 1), speaks of
Toplady's hymn, "Rock of Ages, cleft for me," as being "the
greatest hymn in the English language."
Amongst his many hymns may be mentioned :" A debtor to mercy alone
Of Covenant mercy I sing."
" Compared with CHRIST, in all beside
No comeliness I see;
The one thing needful, dearest LORD,
Is to be one with Thee."
We remember with what great delight we took part for the
first time in singing Toplady's hymn,
" Your harps, ye trembling saints,
Down from the willows take:
Loud to the praise of love Divine,
Bid every string awake."

The Gospel NI agazine

469

How full of Gospel truth, too, is Toplady's hymn,
" From whence this fear and unbelief 1
Hath not the FATHER put to grief
His spotless SON for me 1
And will the righteous JUDGE of men
Condemn me for that debt of sin,
Which, LORD, was charged on Thee 1 "
This brief account of Toplady illustrates the sovereignty of GOD
in bringing about his conversion in a barn in Ireland, through the
instrumentality of a comparatively speaking uneducated layman.
The providence of GOD is seen in leading Toplady to read Manton
on John xvii, by means of which he was led into fuller knowledge
of Gospel truth. Though his ministry was brief, yet his country
Church at Broad Hembury was crowded to hear the Gospel from
his lips. His hymn, "Rock of Ages," is found in every hymnbook,
and has no doubt been a comfort to thousands. We do well on
the occasion of his bicentenary to thank GOD for raising up such
a man to be an instrument along with others in bringing about
the great Evangelical Revival of the eighteenth century.
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
THE GOSPEL OF GRACE AND THE GRACE OF
THE GOSPEL.
By TOPLADY.
THE main root of the error consists, greatly, in not distinguishing
between the Gospel of grace and the grace of the Gospel. The Gospel
of grace may be rejected; but the grace of the Gospel cannot. God's
written message in the Scriptures, and His verbal message by His
ministers, mayor may not be listened to; whence it is recorded,
" All the day long have I stretched forth My hand to a disobedient
and gainsaying people." But when God Himself comes, and takes
the heart into His Own hand; when He speaks from heaven, to the
soul, and makes the Gospel of grace a channel to convey the grace
of the Gospel; the bnsiness is effectually done. If God makes a
change, who can turn Him away 1 Whatsoever He doeth, it shall be
for ever; nothing can be put to it, nor anything taken from it: and
God doth it, that men should fear before Him, and acknowledge that
the excellency of converting power is of Him, and not of lts.-A Caveat
against Unsound Doctr·ines.
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THE THEOLOGY OF TOPLADY'S
GREAT HYMN.
ALTHOUGH Toplady wrote many choice and beautiful hymns, full
of Gospel truth, yet the most outstanding of his hymns was the
hymn,
" Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide mysel1 in Thee."
This has been called" the greatest hymn in the English language."
It was a great favourite with the Prince Consort, and it is believed
to be associated with the time when Toplady was in charge of
Blagdon Church in Somerset. He preached his first sermon there
on Sunday evening, June 13th, 1762.
One of the most beautiful walks near Blagdon is the road to
Burrington Gorge. Near to the gorge is "a huge grey cloven
rock, its great slanting cleft partly fringed with herbage, and its
base lost in grass, hare-bells, and the inevitable ragwort. It is
locally known as ' The Rock of Ages,' and the story runs that one
day, when approaching it, Toplady was overtaken by a terrible
storm, and that while sheltering in its cleft his imagination took
fire, and expressed itself in the hymn (' Rock of Ages ') which will
be ever associated with his name" (Thomas Wright's Life of
l'oplady, page 42).
Many years ago, when taking a holiday, we and all our family
of eight children climbed up into the cleft of this rock on a hot
summer's day, and we sang together Toplady's hymn, "Rock of
Ages." We then prayed that we all might, through Divine grace,
be hidden in Christ, the" Rock of Ages," and that we might be
as faithful in bearing testimony to Gospel truth as was Toplady.
Toplady's hymn is full of Gospel truth, and we propose to draw
attention briefly to some of the truths therein set forth.
1. First, the hymn speaks of Christ as the Hiding-place of the
believing sinner.
When the hymn appeared on page 131 of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
in the year 1776, it was headed" A li'l}ing and dying prayer fOT the
holiest believer in the world." Thus the hymn is intended to express
the feelings of the Lord's regenerated, justified, and pardoned
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people. There is no time in the believer's life when he does not
need to look up to Christ as his Hiding-place. Christ is to His
people "A Hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the
tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a
great rock in a weary land" (Isa xxxii. 2). For His people He
was cleft, split, wounded, on the cross. In His own body on the
tree He bare the penalty due to their sins, and secured for them
full deliverance from merited wrath. The water which flowed
from His " riven side" may point to the sanctifying operations of
the Spirit by which the believer is cleansed and delivered from
the power of sin, and the blood which flowed from His side certainly
speaks of His atoning death, by which His believing people are
delivered from the curse of the law. Thns through Christ's
obedience unto death His people are delivered from the quilt of
sin, and through the indwelling presence of His Spirit they are
daily delivered from the power of sin.
" Hai I! sovereign love, that first began
The scheme to rescue fallen man!
Hail! matchless, free, eternal grace
That gave my soul a Hiding-place."
2 Secondly, the hymn speaks of Christ as the sole Aut/wr of the
sinner's salvation.

"Not the labours of my hands
Can htlfil Thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone.-'
Human nature imagines that the sinner can save himself. By
his own obedience to the law of God, by his own zeal in establishing
his own righteousness, by his own tears of repentance, it is thought
that the sinner can secure his own salvation. But he is a sinner
to begin with, and the wages of his sin is death. Every mouth is
stopped, and all the world is brought in guilty before God. Hence
nothing that the si1ll1er can do can secure his jnstification in the
courts of God's justice. Being brought in guilty the law must
take its course, unless a Substitute takes the place of the sinner
and redeems him from the curse of the law, by being made a curse
for him. In rich mercy, however, God has provided a Substitute,
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and the believing sinner can say, " He was wounded for my transgressions, He was bruised for my iniquities; the chastisement
necessary to secure my peace was upon Him; and with His stripes
I am healed." I acknowledge, then, to the full my own absolute
inability to fulfil the demands of the Divine law. I own that,
however constant my zeal, and however many my tears of repentance, they are all of no avail for my salvation. Thou, 0 my Lord,
must save me, and Thou alone. I have absolutely no share in the
work of my salvation. I abhor as wholly unscriptural the doctrine
of a co-operative salvation, i.e., a salvation achieved partly by the
sinner and partly by the Saviour. He alone came into the world
to save sinners. He was called Jesus, because He intended to
save His people from their sins. My salvation is of the Lord alone.
I was dead, but He gave me life; I was a wandering sheep, but He
sought me, found me, and brought me back. He loved me and
gave Himself for me. "Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we mnst be saved" (Acts iv. 12). He Who lived and
died to save me says, "I, even I, am the Lord; and beside Me
there is no Saviour" (Isa. xliii. 11). Thou art all my salvation and
all my desire. Perish the thought that I in any degree am my own
Saviour. "THOU MUST SAVE, AND THOU ALONE."
3. Thirdly, the hymn speaks of Christ as the source of the belie:ver's
blessings.
" Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly ;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die! "
We remember being present at one of the conferences which the
late Rev. E. H. F. Cosens, M.A., vicar of Holy Triuity, Tewkesbury,
used to organize. The late Rev. Thomas Davis, vicar of St. John's,
Harborne, was one of the speakers, and he pointed out that the
natural man likes to say" something in my hand I bring," but the
man taught by the Holy Spirit, who is really conscious of the plague
of his own heart, humbly says,
" Nothing in my hand I bring."
He simply and only clings to the atoning death of His Saviour
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endured on the cross. He acknowledges that in himself he is
spiritually naked, destitute of the least vestige of spiritual clothing.
Taught of the Spirit, he comes to Christ and says,
"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.
" This spotless robe the same appears
When ruined nature sinks in years;
No age can change its glorious hue,
The robe of Christ is ever new."
He glories in Christ as THE LORD HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. He
knows that all his own righteousnesses are as filthy rags, and by faith
He trusts in the imputed righteousness of Christ. This righteousness is unto all and upon all them that believe. It brings real joy
and peace to the man who is clothed with it. David knew something about it, for he " describeth the blessedness of the man, unto
whom God imputeth righteousness without works" (Rom. iv. 6).
Isaiah knew something about it, for he said, " I will greatly rejoice
in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath clothed
me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the
robe of righteousness" (Isa. Ixi. 10).
Christ is the source of this righteousness. It is by His obedience
that many are constituted righteous. They" have obtained a
like precious faith in the righteousness of our God and Saviour
Jesus Christ" (see 2 Peter i. 1).
"No more, my God, I boast no more
Of all the duties I have done;
I quit the hopes I held before,
To trust the merits of Thy Son.
"The best obedience of my hands
Dares not appear before Thy throne,
But faith can answer Thy demands,
By pleading what my Lord has done."-(Dr. Watts.)
The believer not only says,
"Naked come to Thee for dress,"
but he adds,
"Helpless, look to Thee for grace."
He knows that Christ is "full of grace and truth," and that His

474

The Gospel M aoazine

grace is sufficient for the needs of all His people. They can do all
things through His strength. Hence they seek to " be strong in
the grace that is in Christ Jesus." Then the believer, knowing
that in his flesh dwelleth no good thing, says,
"Foul, 1 to thc fountain fly;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die."
The theology taught in Scripture and believed by Toplady
gives no warrant for sinless perfection. The more the believer
knows his own heart, the more ready he will be to acknowledge his
daily need of cleansing in the fountain of Christ's blood. Thus
this hymn acknowledges Christ as the SoUrce of Atonement for
sin, the Source of the Robe of Righteonsness, and the Source of
abounding grace and constant cleansing.
4. Lastly, this hymn speaks of Christ as the constant need of the
believer.
While he draws this fleeting breath he needs Christ. He needs
His presence and power, Hi guidance, comfort, and wisdom every
moment. In the hour of death he needs Him, and when he appears
before the judgment seat of Christ he will still need Him. In
other words he will always need to hide himself in Christ, trusting
only and always in His blood and righteousness. Made white in
the blood of the Lamb he will stand before the throne, and God
shall wipe away all tears from his eyes.
The language of the whole company of the redeemed will always
be, "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His
own blood . . . to Him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen" (Rev. i. 5, 6).
We have reason to thank God that the Lord so fully revealed to
Toplady the great truths of the Gospel, that he was enabled to
write this great hymn. The late highly esteemed editor of this
Magazine (the Rev. J ames Ormiston) says, "There is perfect
concensus of judgment as to the intrinsic value of the Christexalting composition, Rock of Ages, cleft fol' mc,
Let me hide mYbclf in Thee.'
This rhythmical, melodious measure, ricbly laden with Evangelical
truth, has brought consolation to multitudes of sin-distressed and
heavy-laden souls in all parts of onr fallen world."
THE EDITOI~.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Seklh.
His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of His praise.
And His brightness was as the light; He had horns coming out of
His hand: and there was the hiding of His power."-IlABAKKuK
iii. 3, 4.
THE signification of the name of the writer of this short prophecy is
" to embrace," or " a favourite" and "a struggler" for his country's
good. The time that Habakb.'Uk lived eems to have been about
610 B.O., and he speaks of the near approach of the Chaldeans in
invading Judab, and comforts his people by telling them of the subsequent humiliation of their adversaries. In chapter iii he reminds
them of the deliverances wrought in times past by God for His people,
as an encouragement to hope yet in the unchangeableness of His Name
and nature. That is a good employ, dear children of God, for you and
me when in straits and difficulties into which we may be brought; we
can prostrate ourselves before our God, and seek to testify to others
of His faithfulness and care in watching over and delivering us. Not
that our God ever forgets. But He, in His infinite compassion, coming
to their low place, says to His tried and perplexed people, " Put Me
in remembrance; let us plead together." What condescension!
What pity! It heartens the soul to recall past mercies and favours,
and reminds us that what He has done in the past, He can do to-day,
Who is the unchangeably faithful God Who hath delivered, Who doth
deliver, and in Whom we trnst He will yet deliver.
The fear before Habakb.'Uk was the invasion of the Chaldeans,
" that bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth
of the land, to possess the dwelling-places that are not theirs" (chapter
i. 6). It was a "burden" indeed as the Lord spake of them as
coming all " for violence; their faces shall sup up as the east wiud,
and they shall gather tbe captivity as tbe sand. And they sball scoff
at kings, and the princes sball be a scorn unto them; tbey sball
deride every stronghold ... imputing this his power unto his God."
Well did the prophet know that what the Lord had spoken would
surely come to pass. But he also blessedly knew his God! And
well it is for you and me, beloved, when with Habakkuk's solid comfort
and stay we can lay our case, whatever it be of national or personal
trouble, before the throne of omnipotence, and say, " Art Thou not
from everlasting, 0 Lord my God, mine Holy One ~ We shall not
die, 0 Lord, Thou bast ordained them for judgment; and, 0 mighty
God, Thou hast established them for correction." Just as another
scrvant of God, directing his prayer likewise to the unchangeably
faithful One, said, " But Thou art the Same, and Thy years shall not
fail." Oh, for the eye of faith to be kept upon His steadfast Tnrone
32

476

The Gospel Magazine

in all our affiictions, and to remember that whatever trouble is surging
in the world, upon nations and individuals, the Lord reigneth, and His
Throne is steadfast in the heavens.
We would like to linger over the intervening verses of chapters i
to iii, but, if the readers will ponder them for themselves, they \vill
find it a profitable meditation, leading up to the truth of our text,
"God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran."
Here is the prophet speaking in similar terms to those of Moses, who
in his song of triumph before his death could sing, " The Lord came
from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; He shined forth from
mount Paran, and He came with ten thousands of saints; from His
right hand went a fiery law for them. Yea, He loved the people;
all His saints are in Thy hand; and they sat dowu at Thy feet;
everyone shall receive of Thy words" (Deut. xxxiii. 2, 3). Holiness,
majesty, glory, and all this surrounding and evinced in the giving of
the law to convince sinners of its greatness and their great sin in
breaking His commands which are to he observed as holy, just, and
good. "His hrightness was as the light." And was it not so when
on Sinai the glory of the Lord was as a devouring fire upon the top
of that mountain, when even Moses had to veil his face, for he could
not look upon God?
We remarked at the outset of this meditation how good it was
for the child of God to recall past favours and visits from our God.
Here the prophet is reminding himself, as it were, under Divine
inspiration, of the glorious revelation God had given of Himself in
days past, and it is good for you and me, dear fellow believer, when
we can prostrate ourselves before the Mercy-seat and say in humble
faith and confidence, " Thou saidst !" That is laying our case before
the Faithful and True, the Amen of His Own Word, which neve.r will
be forfeited nor miscarry. "All the promises of God in Him are
yea, and in Him Amen, un to the glory of God by us."
" Prayers in which praises to God for deliverance anticipated in the
sure confidence of faith are especially calculated to enlist Jehovah on
His people's side" (Fausset). An instance of this we find abundantly
set forth in 2 Chronicles xx. 20-22; and in our chapter the prophet
is pouring out his heart to his God, " Lord, I have heard Thy speech,
and was afraid: 0 Lord, revive Thy work in the midst of the years,
in the mid t of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy."
It is a declaration of wbat his faithful, Covenant-keeping God always
does. He comes again and revives His work, and in wrath, justly
deserved and outpoured upon gnilty nations and people, remembers
merr;y. The prophet had received heavy "speech" and tidings of
coming chastisement of the Jews and subsequently the sure destruction
of their oppressors. For that as surely sooner or later follows up in
awful retributive judgment to the enemies who have oppressed His
people. "He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of His eye."
And is not Habakknk's prayer yours and mine to-day, heloved 1
" 0 Lord, revive Tby work in the midst of the years." Has it not
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been the expressed desire of the Church in all ages 1 How in our own
lives, we are led to deplore the coldness, deadness, barrenness, and
unholy declension of Christendom, and" revive Thy work" has been
wrung from the heart. All seems death, coldness, grievous departures
from the truth and the love which once burned so warmly in the
breast. "Revive Thy work," cries the soul. We deserve eternal
banishment from Thee, but in wrath remember mercy. Wilt Thou
not come again and revive us and cause us to live in Thy sight 1
Remember mercy, is our plea, since Thou art what Thou art! Thy
glory has covered the heavens in ages past, and all have seen the
glory of the Lord. The earth has been full of Thy praise, and all
Thy works have praised Thee. And now all the foundations of the
earth and the religion which once made us great seem out of course.
Oh, revive Thy work and show forth Thy power in quickening us to
call on Thy Name. The prophet knew that he would not appeal
to his God in vain. He was the God of all power and might. He is
viewed here as having " horns coming out of His hand; and there
was the hiding of His power." "Horns," the emblem of power, or
"bright beams out of His side," as the marginal reading adds, which
would indicate the power, majesty, and omniscience of Jehovah, just
as the sun in the heavens emits Itis rays and shines in every place,
and has under his piercing gaze every creature in the world God has
made!
Solemn, awful majesty. Well did the seraphim veil their faces
with their wings at the revelation of His glory in the presence of
" the Lord sitting upon a tltrone, high and lifted up, and His train
filled the temple." The great Creator of all, Whose eye beholds every
single creature He has made, His eyes are upon the evil and the good,
who are all under His control. The majesty of God! Oh, we are
on solemn, searclting ground, and we think of the sublime words of
deal' Toplady, the two hundredth anniversary of whose birth our
beloved editor is drawing our thoughts to at this time. Augustus
Montague Toplady wrote, in 1776 :U

H

\Vbat is that grand, that awful ~ame,
'Vhose blazing glories round Him shine?
\Vho can His mighty works rehearse?
Who spake and built the universe?
Kot Gabriel's tongue His fame can tell :
His ways are quite wlscarchable!
Such are the beauties of His face,
None can I-lis fuJl perfection trace.

" His presence fills both space and time,
His knowledge reaches every clime j
His wisdom guards and guides the whole
From Nature's centre to the pole.
" This great First, Last, Beginning, End,
No stretch of thought can cOIl'lprehend ;
In wonder lost, we all adore,
That Name "Vhom angels can't e:\.l)lore."
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"Horns," the emhlem of power, and" bright beams," significant
of power tempered with mercy. And, ob, the solemn thonght, if the
one attribute were exercised without the other. You and I would
be crushed and utterly and for ever banished from His sight. But
herein is the blessedness of our text revealed-" An(Z there was the
hiding of His power." So that notwithstanding the unsujlied brightness and ineffable glory in and of Himself, He in mercy decrees a
veil over its brilliancy and thns His power in measure is veiled. Was
it not so when on Sinai He delivered the law amid a retinne of the
angelic throng, and the glory was so great that Moses must needs put a
veil upon his face, and put off his shoes from off his feet on such holy
ground 1 And is there not also in this passage before us a presentation of Him Who was to be the Law-fulfiller and the only One Who
could open up the way of approach to the Father 1 For" no man
hath seen God at any time; the Only Begotten Son Who is in the
bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him." Did Jehovah thus
early re"eal in His holiness, Him, Who was to come as the visible
manifestafon, by taking human flesh, of all His Father's glory, for
He was truly" full of grace and truth" 1 Bright beams indeed then
shone from thp wounded side of our Incarnate God! Smitten there,
that you and I, redeemed sinners, might receive healing and aceeptancy, pardon, and peace. Were there not, then, in that riven side,
in even the hand of Jehovah's " Fellow," horns of power and bright
beams of love, but even then, the hiding of His power 1 How deeply
veiled was the glory of the God-Man! How rarely was His Divinity
recognized when in the flesh, and yet it was there and in the life of
that holy and beloved Son of God, doing His Father's will, it was
declared and recognized. And how the hiding of His power is found
in His sovereignty, that it was not to all, but to as many 8 the Father
had given Him to save, that He was revealed. 'fhey were His hidden
ones, to whom "the secret of the Lord" should be made known.
The hiding of His power, the veiling of His Godhead all through that
holy, blameless Life on earth and ignominious death on CaLvary. Oh,
what grace and mercy are here displayed! Mercy to tbose to whom
He would show mercy, and power and awful majesty to His enemies.
One word from those holy lips could cause those enemy soldiers to
go bac1:ward and fall to the ground when the I Am declared Himself.
And one tlllnks of His hidden power in His graciou actions and
intentions of mercy to poor sinners wbo thronged Him, and sought
His help and relief, when He alone had not only tbe power to heal,
but that wbich alone belonged to Divinity-the power to forgive
SIDS.

And was not the hiding of His power seen in that last great act of
His earthly life when on Calvary's cross He heard the scoff of His
cruel enemies-" He saved others; Himself He cannot save" 1 He
could not, wonld not, save Himsclf, hecause He had come to do His
Father's will and" finish the work giyen Rim to do " for the salvation
of sinners. So He died as a crucified malefactor in their esteem, who
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nailed Him there; but not so in t,he esteem of the one malefactor
dying at His holy side and who was to be the first trophy of His
redeeming blood to enter Paradise with his blessed Redeemer. That
dying thief saw in Him all that a sinner needed, and all that was
revealed to him, in the last hour of his life, of God's free and sovereign
salvation. The hiding of His power there indeed, hut graciously and
gloriously manifested in one heart, who through the ages of eternity
will never cease praising the sovereign love and greatness of his God
and Saviour.
But we must draw our meditation to a conclusion. One would
love to linger over the subject and trace the many suggestive thoughts
of the hiding of His power in His majesty; in His sovereignty as giving
none account of His matters; of hiding the purposes of His grace,
so often in our lives and moving in a mysterious way, whilst performing
the wonders of His heart and hand. It is there that faith is oft-times
sorely tried and our hearts perplexed. And here, to quote the
immortal Toplady again, we find him saying, " Be not tormentingly
distressed concerning futurity. . . . Commit yourselves in a believing
and placid use of reasonable means, to the will and providence of
Him Who has already lain out the whole plan of events in His own
immut,able purpose. The appointed measure of supposed evil is
infallibly connected with its day, which no corroding of imaginary
anticipation can either stave off nor diminish . . . . For we know not
what means our God will bless, until we have tried as many as we
can. But when all tried, the result still rests with Him." Ah, it is
in the providential path of life that the faith of His people gets so
sorely tried. But their God hath spoken, "I form the light and
create darkness; I make peace and create evil; I the Lord do all
these things" (Isa. xlv. 7). And when we are kept waiting, it may
be long years, for answer' to our petitions, may our hearts be encouraged as we remember He has spoken, "For the Lord will not cast
off for ever: but though He cause grief, yet will He have compassion
according to the multitude of His mercies" (Lam. iii. 31, 32). If we
could rest, beloved, in the sure truth that it is but the hiding of His
power in His faithfulness and love, when He seems "for a small
moment to forsake" us, what peace of mind should we enjoy! Oh,
to rest more and more in the sovereignty of our God, and to remember
that He rides on in His chariot of salvation in unhurried majesty
whilst this old world seems rocking and reeling and her very foundations out of course.
Whilst penning this article, it was the writer's privilege to
receive a very acceptable greeting from a faithful servant of his
Master, who labours on against great aud many difficulties and perplexities, but who by the grace given to him remains "steadfast,
unmovable, and always abounding in the work of the Lord," He
writes with quiet, calm dignity and assurance, though in the midst
of a danger zone: "Our God in Himself is wit,hout variableness or
shadow of turning, eternally THE SAME. His love is eternal, His

The Gospel Magazine

480

Word and Covenant immutable and unbreakable. His faithfulness
is ' for ever.' His wisdom is inerrant; His power is omnipotence;
and, well, wbat more can His people need to kuow that they may
have warrant to ' trust and not be afraid' 1 His will on their behalf
is a gracious will, and it is invincible in operation. Would that we
were more patiently resigned to it." I felt when on reading these
words, I would love to write and tell dear Mr. Basil S. Brunning that
his letter was as " savoury meat, such as my soul lovetb." Indeed,
the letters of God's dear people one to another are an especial means
of grace in these dark and trying days. But how such go to prove
to the servants of God, that" in the fear of the Lord is strong confidence, and His people shall have a place of refuge" at all times and
under all the changing scenes of Life, in its troubles and in its joys,
in its dark days as well as days of sunshine, when, could we but
realize it, our God is the same and without shadow of turning. Power
still belongeth unto Him, although He oft-times in His infinite wisdom
sees fit to hide it from us for a time. I love to sing with dear Swain : H

"Vhen darkness seems to veil His face,
And clouds surround His Th.rone,
He hides the purpose of His grace
To make it better known."

Or once more to qnote the immortal Toplady:" Is there a man whose d.aring hand
Can number ev'ry grain of sand?
Can count the drops that fill the sea
Or tell how many stars there be?
Who then shall strive to comprehend
Infinity that knows no end?
Who shall set bounds to boundless pow'r,
Restrain omnipotence. or low'r
Eternity to one poor hour?
Believe me, friend, thou canst no more
The vast designs of God explore,
Than thy short arm can touch the skies
Or fathom ocean's deep abyss."

We conclude in the language of David, when he said, " Twice have
I heard this, that power belongeth unto God." When we remember
that, as our Church of Englaud Collect for the eleventh Sunday after
Trinity puts it, " His power is chiefly in showing mercy," let us, as
saved by that power and preserved by His mercy, give Him all the
glory of our salvatiou.
R.

the Secretary of the China Inlaud Mission: "In spite of daily
and nightly bombardments, we are being kept in peace at these offices.
It is st;11 true that :FROM

'Not a single shaft can hit,
Till the God of love thinks fit.'''

r
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:-nmons anb N OtfS of ;:rrmons.
THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON AND TOPLADY.
IN his sermon at Broad Hembury Church, Devon, on Friday, Jan. 20th,
1899, on the occasion of the unveiling of a tablet to Toplady's memory,
the Rev. James Ormiston said:Toplady was raised up at a period in our country's history when
vital godliness and the true profession of the Gospel of the grace of
God were co=on1y despised. Arianism and Arminianism-errors
which naturally and logically act and re-act upon each other-had
long held undisputed possession of the pulpit and the religious press.
The doctrines of God's discriminating grace, authoritatively set forth
in the XXXIX Articles, the Homilies, and the other Formularies of
the National Church, were practically ignored by the great body of
the Bishops and the Clergy, while worldliness of the grossest description
prevailed among the accredited teachers of the people. But God
willed a mighty revival of spiritual life. He caused His awakening
voice to be heard in the valley of dry bones! His omnipotent Word
went forth-the prophets prophesied faithfully in His Name-the
Spirit came from the four winds-Io, " there was a noise, and, behold,
a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone" (Ezek.
xxxvii. 7-9). The number of the preachers increased, some possessing
the gifts of Paul, others those of Apollos, some" planting," and others
" watering," and multitudes of them that believed were added to the
Church daily. Regenerating life-" breath "-came into dead sinners,
and they stood up an exceeding great army. Among the more eminent
evangelical heralds whom the Spirit sent forth to prophesy the full
truth during the closing years of the latter half of the eighteenth
century were found Berridge, Romaine, Venn, Newton, Hervey,
Whitefield, and Augustus Toplady-the last the most accurate and
learned theologian of them all. Toplady, indeed, occupied a doctrinal
relation to the great Evangelical Revival of the last century not
unlike that which John Calvin bore to the blessed Reformation in the
sixteenth century. If it be asked concerning the honoured instruments
whom God used in England to bring about the revival of spiritual
religion a hundred years ago-What manner of men were they, and
whence came they l-a plain and instructive reply may be found in
the words of the honoured author of The Ohristian Leaders of the Last
Oentury, who writes: "The men who wrought deliverance for us a
hundred years ago were a few individuals, most of them clergymen
of the Established Church, whose hearts God touched about the same
time in various parts of the country. They were not wealthy or
highly connected. They had neither money to buy adherents, nor
falnily influence to command attention and respect. They were not
put forward by any Church, party, society, or institution. They were
simply men whom God stirred up and brought out to do His work,
without previous concert, scheme, or plan. They did His work in the
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old apostolic way, by becoming the evangelists of their day. They
taught one set of truths. They taught them in the same way, with
fire, reality, earnestness, as men fully convinced of what they taught.
They taught them in the same spirit, always loving, compassionate,
and, like Paul, even weeping, but always bold, unflinching, and not
fearing the face of man. And they taught them on the same plan,
always acting on the aggressive; not waiting for sinners to come to
them, hut going after and seeking sinners; not sitting idle till sinners
offered to repent, but assaulting the high places of ungodliness like
men storming a hreach, and giving sinners no rest so long as they
stuck to their sins. The movement of these gallant evangelists shook
England from one end to another. At first people in high places
affected to despise them. The men of letters sneered at them as
fanatics; the wits cut jokes and invented smart names for them;
the Church shut her doors on them; the Dissenters turned the cold
shoulder on them; the ignorant mob persecuted them. But the
movement of these few evangelists went on, and made itself felt in
every part of the land. . . . The little sapling became a strong tree;
the little rill became a deep, broad stream; the little spark became
a steady, burning flame. A candle was lighted, of which we are now
enjoying the benefit. The feeling of all classes in the land about
religion and morality gradually assumed a totally different complexion.
And all this, under God, was effected by a few unpatronized, unpaid
adventurers! "When God," adds Bishop Ryle, " takes a work in hand,
nothing can stop it. When God is for us, who can be against us? "
As a sound and scholarly evangelical theologian, Toplady deserves to
be reckoned amongst the fIYTemost examples associated with the Church
of England since the era of the RefIYTmation. He possessed an accurate
and familiar knowledge of not only the formularies and written
standards of his Church, but of the elaborate history of their production; and his various scholarly and exact treatises on these subjects
form a literature worthy of the thoughtful study of all professing
Churchmen. His Caveat against Unsound Doctrines-in the course of
which he discusses, from a Scripture standpoint, the doctrinal Articles
of the Church of England-has never been answered, for the reason
that it is really unanswerable. The tone of his written works is deeply
spiritual and experimental. Reality-solemn reality-is breathed in
every line. His precarious, delicate health, no doubt, contributed
to give a character of gravity to his utterances. Eternity was constantly present to his mind. He felt that his time would probably
be limited to a few short years, and he laboured to occupy them for
the lasting benefit of God's people and for the greater glory of his
heavenly Master. A blessed assurance of personal salvation, through
the sole merits of the Lord Jesus Christ, served to impart definiteness
and vigour to his theological productions, whether they took the form
of essays, treatises, letters, sermons, or hymns. His clear, logical,
penetrating intellect, sanctified by the grace of the Holy Spirit, grasped
firmly the wondrous scheme of God's Covenant salvation, so that his
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voluminous literary remains partake of a masculine spiritual character
contrasting sharply with the weak, effeminate, superficial teaching of
the pulpit and religious press in our own times. Probably it is due
to the deplorably low, erroneous, Pelagian standard of doctrine which
now prevails in our midst, that the solid, masterly theologica.l writings
of Toplady are barely known to exist by a large proportion of even
the better educated classes of English Christians. It certainly is a
national reproach that no edition of Toplady's complete works has
been demanded by the public for nearly fifty years. Should the
occasion which brings us together to-day be made instrumental in
stimulating inquiry after the precious legacy of light and truth
embodied in the writings of this indefatigable servant of Christ, no
small gain to the Master's cause and to the spiritual well-being of His
people will have been secured. His studies were wide as well as deep.
An authority on this point, already quoted, observes: "His pen was
constantly employed in defence of evangelical religion from the time
of his removal to Broad Hembury in 1768. His early habits of study
were kept up with unabated diligence. No man among the spiritual
heroes of the last century seems to have read more than he did, or to
have had a more extensive knowledge of divinity. His bitterest
adversaries in controversy could never deny that he was a scholar,
and a ripe one."
As a preaches of" thegloriotts Gospel oftke blessed God" (1 Tim. i. 11)if we may form a judgment upon the few sermons extant--he bestowed
great pains on the preparation of his discourses. His pulpit power
must have been of a high order, aud his reputation as a preacher
appreciated by his ecclesiastical superiors, for we find him selected to
preach at a Visitation of the Clergy of the Archdeaconry of Exeter,
held at Collumpton in the year 1772. This sermon was published,
and bears the title, "Clerical Subscription No Grievance; or, The
Doctrines of the Church of England Proved to be the Doctrines of
Christ." One of his discourses, entitled" Jesus Seen of Angels," to
be found in his complete works, was preached in this Church on
Christmas Day, 1770. Another sermon, headed" Free Will and Merit
Fairly Examined," on the text, " Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us,
but unto Thy Name give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's
sake," furnishes a masterly exposition of the free grace of God in its
operations unto salvation. One of the fullest and truest definitions
of the inspired term, "grace," is to be found in this remarkable
sermon, which was preached in 1774, at St. Anne's Church, Blackfriars,
of which Toplady's like-minded friend, the Rev. William Romaine, was
Rector. The preacher having observed, " Do you ask in what sense
I here take the word 'grace 1 '''-he replies, "I mean by that
important term the voluntary, sovereign, and gratuitous bounty of
God, quite unconditioned by, and quite irrespective of, all or every
shadow of human worthiness, whether antecedaneous, concomitant,
or subsequent. This is precisely the Scriptural idea of grace, namely,
that salvation (in all its branches) is not of him that willeth, nor of him
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that runneth, but of God, Who showeth mercy. And thus it is that
grace reigneth, unto the eternal life of sinners, through the righteousness of Jesus Christ our Lord."
One of the most tender and mellow of Toplady's pulpit deliverances
is prohably a London sermon on the words, " Blessed are the people
who know the joyful sound; they shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light
of Thy countenance: in Thy Name shall they rejoice all the day,
and in Thy righteousness shall they be exalted" (Ps. Lxxvi. 6). This
exemplary setting forth of the true way of salvation bears as its title
the gracious words, " Good News from Heaven."
Unlike tbe ministrations of his contemporary and much-esteemed
evangelical friend, the Rev. George Whitefield, Toplady's discourses
were generally confined to stated congregations. But we find him, at
any rate, on one notable occasion addressing some 3000 hearers in
Wales, many of whom must have come considerable distances to hear
the Gospel, for, in a letter to an intimate friend, dated Broad Hembury,
Sept. 9th, 1776, he states:" 0 fewer than one thousand three hundred
horses were turned into one large field adjoining the College (Lady
Huntingdon's, where he preached), besides what were stationed in
the neighbouring villages. The carriages also," he adds, "were
unusually numerous." It was on this occasion that he had a
providential escape from death, the platform from which he and
other ministers spoke having suddenly fallen to the ground. Lady
Huntingdon, whom God extensively employed for the furtherance of
the great Evangelical Revival, was a cordial friend and supporter of
Toplady's, and in one of his preserved letters he writes of her as " One
of the most precious saints of God I ever knew." It was about the
same date (1776) that he wrote to his warm-hearted friend, Mr.
Hussey-in whose family grave in the Metropolis he was finally laid
to rest--" I have the unutterable satisfaction to find several more
awakened people at Broad Hembury than I formerly knew of. The
Lord never sends His Gospel to any place in vain. He will call in
His Own people, and will accomplish His Own work. There is really
a precious remnant in and about this parish, thanks to free grace
for all."
Although his gradually declining health obliged his removal from
Devonshire to London for the last three years of his life, he continued
his loved pulpit labours, and, under the blessing of the Holy Spirit,
they were powerfully influential for good. The closing scenes of a
phenomenal ministry, though extending over about sixteen years only,
were indeed indicative of increased spiritual force, deptb of spiritual
experience, discrimination of Divine trutb, and aptitnde in providing
the blood-purchased flock of Christ with pastures green and soulsatisfying. His latest pnblic utterances evinced a singularly intense
realization of the eternal world, and the momentousness of the interests
of immortal sonls. He often spoke to his hearers as a messenger
from the im;sible world. His words were meltingly affecting, and
his wasted physical form added pathos t{) his fervent, Christ-exalting
testimony.
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THE TOPLADY MEMORIAL TABLET.

3n (Bratefu( ffiemor\? of
THE REVD.
AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY, BA
VICAR OF THIS PARISH FROM 1768 TO 1778,
AND AUTHOR OF THE IMMORTAL HYMN , "ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME,
LET ME HIDE MYSELF IN THEE!
LET THE WATER AND THE 8LOOD
FROM THY RIVEN SIDE WHICH FLOWED.
8E OF SIN THE DOU8LE CURE,
CLEANSE ME FROM ITS GUILT AND POWER,"TO WHOSE PERSONAL PIETY, 8RILlIANT GIFTS,
SANCTIFIED LEARNING, AND UNCOMPROMISING
ADVOCACY OF THE GOSPEL OF THE SOVEREIGN
GRACE OF GOD. HIS WRITINGS 8EAR A8UNDANT
TESTIMONY,
THIS

TA8LET

IS ERECTED A,D, Im, BEING 120 YEARS
AFTER HE ENTERED INTO THE JOY OF HIS LORD
ON THE 11TH AUGUST, 1778,
IN THE 38TH YEAR OF HIS AGE,

"FOR BY GRACE ARE YE SAVED THROUGH FAITH:
AND THAT NOT OF YOURSELVES, IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD,
NOT OF WORKS, LEST ANY MAN SHOULD BOAST."
EPH. il. 8. 9.

THE above tablet., erected in the cbancel of Broad Hembury Church,
Devon, by the kind permission of the (then) Vicar (Rev. C. Lister
James, M.A.), was unveiled by the late Rev. James Ormiston, Editor
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, Jan. 20th, 1899. The cost of the memorial
was raised by a committee consisting of Christians of various denominations-lovers of the Divine truths faithfully maintained by Mr.
Toplady, The late Mr, W. Prebble, who originated the proposal for
the erection of the memorial, acted as Honorary Secretary.
On the above-mentioned occasion Mr. Ormiston preached a sermon
from the words, " For in the Lord Jehovah is the Rock of Ages" (Isa.
xxvi. 4, marginal reading). The following bymns by Toplady were
sung during the service: "Compared with Christ, in all beside,"
"A debtor to mercy alone," "Jesus, immutably tbe same," and
" Rock of Ages, cleft for me."
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TOPLADY AS A PREACHER.

(From Bishop Ryle's "Ohristian Leaders," pp. 373-377)
As a preacher, I should he disposed to assign t.o Toplady a very IUgh
place among t.he second-class men of the last century. His constitutional delicacy and weakness of lung, in all probabilit.y, made it
impossible for him to do the things that Whitefield and Berridge did.
Constant open-air addresses, impassioned extempore appeals to
thousands of hearers, were a style of thing entirely out of his line.
Yet there is pretty good evidence that he had no mean reputation
as a pulpit orator, and possessed no mean powers. The mere fact that
Lady Huntingdon occasionally selected him to preach in her Chapels
at Bath and Brighton, of itself speaks volumes. The additional fact
that at one of the great Methodist gatherings at Trevecca he was
put forward as one of the leading preachers, is enough to show that
his sermons possessed high merit. The following notes about preaching, which he records in his diary, as having received them from an
old friend, will probably throw much light on the general turn of his
ministrations: (1) Preach Christ crucified, and dwell clUefly on the
blessings resulting from His righteousness, atonement, and intercession.
(2) Avoid all needless controversies in the pulpit; except it be when
your subject necessarily requires it, or when the truths of God are
likely to suffer by your silence. (3) When you ascend the pulpit,
leave your learning behind you: endeavour to preach more to the
hearts of your people than to their heads. (4) Do not affect much
oratory. Seek rather to profit than to be admired.
Specimens of Toplady's ordinary preaching are unfortunately very
rare. There are but ten sermons in the collection of his works, and
out of these the great majority were preached on special occasions,
and cannot, therefore, be regarded as fair samples of his pulpit work.
In all of them there is a certain absence of fire, animation, and directness. But in all there is abundance of excellent matter, and a quiet,
decided, knockdown, sledge-hammer style of putting things which, I
can well believe, would be extremely effective, and especially with
educated congregations.
EXTRACTS FROM HIs SERMONS.

The three following extracts may perhaps give some idea of what
Toplady was in the pulpit of Orange Street Chapel. Of his ministry
in Broad Hembury, I suspect we know next to nothing at all.
The first extract forms the conclusion of a sermon preached in 1774,
at the Lock Chapel, entitled, "Good News from Heaven": "I
perceive the elements are upon the sacramental table. And I doubt
not many of you mean to present your elves at that throne of grace
which God has mercifully erected through the righteousness and
suffering of His co-equal Son. Oh, beware of coming with one sentiment on your lips and another in your hearts! Take heed of saying
with your mouths, 'We do not come to this Thy table, 0 Lord,
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trusting in our own righteousness,' while perhaps you have in reality
some secret reserves in favour of that very self-righteousness which
you profess to renounce, and are thinking that Christ's merits alone
will not save you unless you add something or other to make it effectual.
Oh, be not so deceived! God will not thus be mocked, nor will
Christ thus be insulted with impunity. Call your works what you
will-whether terms, cause, conditions, or supplements-the matter
comes to the same point, and Christ is equally thrust out of His
mediatorial throne by these or any similar ,7jews of human obedience.
If you do not wholly depend on Jesus as the Lord your righteousnessif you mix your faith in Him with anything else-if the finished work
of the crucified God be not alone your acknowledged anchor and
foundation of acceptance with tbe Father, both here and ever-come
to His table and receive the symbols of His body and blood at your
peril! Leave your owu righteousness behind you, or you have no
business here. You are without the wedding garment, and God will
say to you, , Friend, bow earnest thou here?' If you go on, moreover,
to live and die in tIllS state of unbelief, you will be found speecbless
and excuseless in the day of judgment; and the slighted Saviour
will say to His angels concerning you, 'Bind bim hand and foot,
and cast bim into outer darkue's . . . for many are called, but few
are chosen.

J

"

My second extract is from a sermon on " Free W'ill," preachcd at
St. Anne's, Blackfriars, in 1774: "I know it is growing very fashionablc to talk against spiritual feelings. But I dare not join the cry.
On the cont.rary, I adopt the apostle's prayer that our love to God
and the manifestation of His love to us may abound yet more and
more in knowledge and in all feeling. And it is no enthusiastic wish
in behalf of you and myself, that we may be of the number of those
godly persons who, as our Church justly expresses it, , feel in themselves the workings of the Spirit of Christ, mortifying the works of
the flesh, and drawing up their minds to high and heavenly things.'
Indeed, the great business of God's Spirit is to draw up and to bring
down-to draw up our affections to Christ, and to bring down the
unsearchable riches of grace into our hearts. The knowledge of this,
and earnest desire for it, are all the feelings I plead for; and for
these feelings I wish ever to plead, satisfied as I am that without
ome experience and enjoyment of them we cannot be happy living
or dying.
"Let me ask you, as it were one by one, has the Holy Spirit begun
to reveal these deep things of God in your soul? If so, give Him
the glory of it. And as you prize communion with Him, as e"er
you value the comforts of the Holy Ghost, endeavour to be found
in God's way, even the highway of humble faith and obedient lo\'c,
sitting at the feet of Christ, and imbibing those sweet sanctifying
communications of grace which are at once an earnest of and a
preparation for complete heaven wben you die. God forbid that wc
shollld ever tbirrk lightly of religious feelings, If we do not in somc
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measure feel ourselves sinners, and feel that Christ is precious, I
doubt the Spirit of God has never been savingly at work upon our
souls."

My last extract shall be from a sermon preached at St. Anne's,
Blackfriars (Romaine's Church, be it remembered), in 1770, entitled,
" A Caveat against Unsound Doctrine": "Faith is the eye of the
soul, and the eye is said to see almost every object but itself; so
that you may have real faith without being ahle to discern it. God
will not despise the day of small things. Little faith goes to heaven
no less than great faith; though not so comfortably, yet altogether
as surely. If you come merely as a sinner to Jesus, and throw yourself,
at all events, for salvation on His alone blood and righteousness, and
the grace and promise of God in Him, thou art as truly a believer
as the most triumphant saint that ever li ved. Amidst all your
weakness, distresses, and temptations, remember that God will not
cast out nor cast off the meanest and unworthiest soul that seeks
salvation only in the Name of Jesus Christ the righteous. When you
cannot follow the Rock, the Rock shall follow you, nor ever leave
you for a single moment on this side the heavenly Canaan. If you
feel your absolute want of Christ, you may on all occasions and in
every exigence betake yourself to the Covenant love and faithfulness
of God, for pardon, sanctification, and safety, and with the same
fulness of right and title as a traveller leans upon his own staff, or as
a weary labourer throws himself upon his own bed, or as an opulent
nobleman draws upon his own banker for whatsoever sum he wants."
J: make no comment on these extracts. They speak for themselves.
Most Christians, I suspect, will agree with me, that the man who
could speak to congregations in this fashion was no ordinary preacher.
The hearers of such sermons could never say, "The hungry sheep
look up, and are not fed." I am bold to say that the Church of the
nineteenth century would be in a far more healthy condition if it
had more preaching like Toplady's.

A RESOLUTE

GOVERNOR.

THE Prime Minister's description of General Dohbie, now in charge
of the defence of Malta, as "a remarkable and resolute Governor,"
could not have been more apt.
He is a sapper with forty years' experience of soldiering in war
and peace, and his energy matches his professional skill. He was an
early specialist in mechanization, and has tried out his theories in
Egypt and Palestine.
He is a Plymouth Brother and a strict teetotaller. Like a famous
former member of his corps, General Gordon, he studies the Bible daily.
When he was G.O.C. in Malaya he used to hold a Bible class on Sunday
evenings for officers and men of the command.-The Daily Telegraph,
Sept. 7th, 1940.
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TOPLADY AND IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS
By imputation, I mean God's graciously placing that to our account,
which we did not personally do. Whoever denies the imputation of
Christ's sufIerings to us men is a Socinian, in the essential import of
the word. And whoever denies the imputation of Christ's own personal
obedience must, to be consistent, deny the imputation of Christ's
own personal sufIerings. You mnst admit the imputation of both,
or yon virtnally disallow the imputation of either: for, if it be deemed
unreasonable, that God should justify sinners by a righteousness which
they themselves did not perform; what will become of that doctrine
which affirms that sinners are pardoned through a ran om which
they themselves did not pay, and by a death which they themselves
did not undergo 1 Explode therefore the imputation of Christ's
righteousness, and we are that instant in the very gall of Socinianislll ;
for the Atonement itself stands on one and the same basis with the
other. The language of the moral law is inflexibly this: "Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy mind,
and with all thy strength; and thou shalt love thy neighbonr as
thyself. Do this, and live: but, if thou sin, thou diest. Obey me
perfectly, and I pronounce thee justified: break me in anyone point,
and I pronounce you condemned as guilty of all." But where is the
man (Christ only excepted) who ever did love God with all his heart
and strength 1 Where is the person who practically loves his neighbour
as himself, and who has never broken the law so much as in one point 1
Consequently, not a single descendant from Adam can be justified by
his own obedience to the moral law. We must, if ju tified at all, be
clothed, by imputation, with the obedience of Him Who alone, strictly
speaking, fulfilled all righteousness; or yielded such a conformity to
the law as was perfect in all its parts, and perfect in the highest degree.
Hence He directs us to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. . . . When our Lord speaks of that wedding garment, by which
we have free access lUlto the Father; and of that best robe, in which
His repenting people stand faultless before the throne; He means, I
dare believe, that righteousness of God incarnate, which is to all and
upon all them that believe. Veryexpres is the decision of the Church,
covering this essential branch of Christian doctriue: "We are accounted
righteous before God, only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, by faith; and not for own works or deservings." She
lays it down as a most certain truth, that" God made His blessed
Son obedient to the law for man." She quotes, and adopts, that
remark of St. Basil, that" Paul gloried in the contempt of his own
righteousness, and that he looked for the righteousness of God by faith."
Nay, she affirms, in so many words, that" Christ is now the righteousness of all them who truly believe in Him. He for them paid their
ran om, by His death; He for them fulfilled the law, in His life; so
that now, in Him, and by Him, every true Christian man may be
called a fulfiller of the law." Supported by such positive evidence,
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I will venture to pronounce that the man who denies justification hy
the imputed righteousness of Christ is, in the strictest acceptatioll of
the term, a dissenter from the Church of England. Every real member
of that Church will and does adopt that usual aying of one of its
brightest ornaments, "Had I all the faith of the patriarchs, all the
zeal of the prophets, all the good works of the apostles, all the holy
suflerings of the martyrs, and all the glowing devotion of the seraphs;
I would disclaim the whole in point of dependence, and count all but
dross and dung, when compared with the infinitely precious death, and
the infinitely meritorious righteousness of Jesus Christ my Lord."Sermon on Clerical Subscription No Grievance.

"SOME MORE, SOME LESS."
IT is a very familiar text which reads-" He that gathered much had
nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack." The families
of Israel gathered each according to their own requirements, more or
less, and all were satisfied. Paul, writing to the Corinthians, referred
to this distribution of the manna, as being more general, as if they
shared the amount gathered, as no doubt they would, when for some
good reason, one or other was unable to make the morniug collection.
In this giving and receiving, the Corinthians and Macedonians were
to see a pattern for themselves-there should be an equality, at least
the poorer must be helped by the better-off. The manna was to be
gathered for each day when it came: it was not a case of going to the
ant, and (considering her ways), laying up for time to come. In the
early happy days of the Christian Church, they had all things in
common-great grace was upon them alL I suppose the question
of laying up and giving away has been discussed ever since. The
children of Jsrael could not believe Moses that they were to trust for
the next morning. Either pure unbelief, greed, or sloth urged a
doubled collecting: hut when the next morning came they who
believed not were forced to perceive by their own senses that it is
woe to them that strive with their Maker or lightly esteem the Rock
of their salvation. The" bread from heaven" itself stank and
bred worms. Paul told his brethren to beware lest there should be in
any of them an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God.
He ouly knows how much of our trust is in things seen, how little in
Himself as the faithful Creator. In this, as in so much beside, we
need mercy, which He will show us, for even if we believe not, He
abides fai thful.
"He that gathered much had nothing over." David gathered a
tremendous amount of trial and of deli verance, of love and of opposition' of experience of all sorts which inevitably ended in his seeing the
lovingkindness of God. But he had little over, when, for instance,
on the death of Abner he said, " I am this day weak though anointed
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king, and these men, the sons of Zeruiah be too hard for me." Elijah
gathered much on Carmel, to have nothing over when Jezebel threatened him. The three favoured disciples gathered what no other
three have ever gathered in their going with the Lord even as far as
Gethsemane, but had nothing over when all forsook Him and fled.
And when Paul, weary and dispirited, reached the Apii Forum and
" the three taverns," he had in a sense devoured all his past help and
mercy. But in the dear welcome of his brethren, he found manna
for another day.
" He that gathered little had no lack." How little of the comfort
and consolation of God Jeremiah gathered: how little joy in his
office and calling. But he had no lack when he got to the middle of
Lamentations iii, and knew that the Lord was his Portion, and therefore
he would trust in Him: when he experienced that the Lord is good
to them that wait for Him, to the soul that seeketh Him. Moreover,
in the poverty of spirit of which Jeremiah had no lack, he was prevented from gathering for the next day, and taking his place with
those who thought that they could lay up for the judgment seat of
Christ. They had laid up "many wonderful works," which they
expected would sustain them on the morning after death: but only
to find that the night had turned all into corruption.
It is generally supposed that among the apostles of the Lord, Thomas
gathered less than some, of the knowledge of Christ -less hope and
belief in His resurrection. But lacked he anything when he was
constrained by his Saviour to say, " My Lord and my God," and when
he procured on behalf of thousands who, since himself, have feared
while they followed the encouragement--" Blessed are they who have
not seen and yet have believed."
Christ said that He was the true Bread from heaven. May we be
blessed with a daily hunger for Him: so that going out morning by
morning it will be no burden or task to sloop and take as much as we
need. Maybe, some who gathered less could have some of ours, but
in any case that there be an equality, let us tell one another what He
has done for our souls, and tell om children also, that they may put
thcir trust in Him.
I just thought one more thing. Manna was small and rouJ1c!. There
are no angles in the blessings of the Lord: if He gives quietness, who
can give trouble? If He give us a spirit of thankfulness, the day goes
" sweetly" as did the food from heaven in the desert of Sinai. But
we need it again.
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE order in which the Holy Spirit puts the matter is very clear:
" As many as were ordained to eternal life believed" (Acts xiii. 48).
It was the personal foreordination to eternal life which determined
the believing, and not the foreseen believing which conditioned the
foreordination.-Professor A. A. Bodge, D.D.
33
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THE BIBLICAL PLAGUES.
X. DEATH OF THE FIRSTBORN.
By MR. 'fREvOR T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S., OF EDINBURGH.

Ea YPT- the land of stately priests and superh princes, of a stupendous
system of worship and of far-famed warriors, of mighty mausoleums
(both temple and tomb), land of verdure and flowers, gardens and
palaces, obelisks and fountains, faues and altars, sphinJ( and pyramids,
a land comprising all that could plea e the eye and captivate the
senses; garden of tbe world and darling of the gods-knew not
the meaning of true peace, and uuder the hand of the Lord God had the
experience of real anguish, for by "mighty works" did He strike
at their false gods and assert His own true Divinity as the only" True
and Living God," " besides Whom there is none else."
Egypt is a type of the earth, for it was the altar of a stupendous
sacrifice-the Passover. It is also a type of the world, slow to learn
and dense of discernment of the ways and righteousness of God. It
seems incredible that so many plagnes were necessary to drive home
the truth of God's Word and the obedience thereat incumbent. But
was the lesson learnt and did the obedience follow 1 No. These
great plagues are demonstrations of the stubbornness and wickedness
of tbe human heart. The Word of God is quite clear, for we read
not that the Egyptians eventually acqniesced to the Divine command,
but that they pursued the chosen people right to the waters at the
border of their land. The children of Israel were not permitted to go,
with or without a "safe conduct "-they went. In after years,
" 'Twas a Jewish proverb, when the tale of bricks was doubled then
came Moses" (John Flavel).
These plagues are a further demonstration that God's promises are
sure, " yea and amen" to all who believe, heirlooms of His people.
The Hebrews left Egypt when" God led them" (Exod. xiii. 17).
The preparation to Israel was gracious, to Pharaoh 'twas mercy
spurned. "Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be
unpunished: but the seed of the righteous shall be delivered" (Prov.
xi. 21).
Did Pharaoh realize that as each plague went by there was at
least one more to follow 1 "Thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith
the J,ord, Israel is My son, :My firstborn: and I say unto thee, Let
:VIy son go, that he may serve l'ie: and if thon refuse to let him go,
behold, I will lay thy son, thy firstborn " (Exod. iv. 22, 23). Aud
because Pharaoh would not let Israel go, his own firstborn were slain.
Then and only then did he surmise (perhaps he did not) how precious
unto God were the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Josepll,
the brethren of Moses and Aaron, and contemporaries of himself.
The holy page places before us these two opposite appraisals of valueservitude and sonship. The people of the promise knew only hondage
and could not picture the deliverance that might be. With Pharaoh
it was the converse-----<!eferred judgment; severe and udden and
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unimagined-but it smote. "Judgment may halt, but yet it rarely
fails to overtake the guilty one at last" (Horace).
"\Vretch, though at first thy sin no judgment meet,
Vengeance will come at length with silent feet
(Tibullus).
1t

And so at length it came to pass" to the general assembly and
Church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven"; a miraculous
deliverance on the morning after the "night of the Lord" (Heb.
xii. 23; Exod. xii. 42). But to the royal sinner in his common ungodliness the toil was tenfold increased. The decision that was first
announced was the last enacted. On tbat" night much to he ohserved,"
Jehovah struck with His Own hand, " and there was a great cry in
Egypt: for there was not a house where there was not one dead"
(Exod. xii. 30; with an hyperbole that is impressive).
" And Moses said, Thus saith the Lord, About midnight will I go
out in the midst of Egypt: and all the firstborn of Egypt shall die,
from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sitteth on his throne, even unto
the firstborn of the maidservant that is behind the mill: and all the
firsthorn of beasts," but no day is fixed (xi. 4). What suspense;
what war of nerves! But it came natheless with sudden secrecy.
Busy only with dreams, the world slumbers on, and is eventually
surprised in the midst of its false security. But Moses had a great
deal else to ay elsewhere in the meantime: preparations of graciousness hy symbol and by blood.
Obedience is incumbent upon servant and son alike, so Israel is
also instructed of God's Word and given some commandments to
obey. "In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every
man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for a
house . . . your lamb shall be without blemish . . . and ye shall
keep it till the fourteenth day . . . and the whole congregation of
Israel shall kill it in the evening. And they shall take of the blood,
and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door posts of the
houses, wherein ye shall eat . . . it is the Lord's Passover" (Exod.
xii. 3-11; the first four words of the next verse have nothing to do
with the word" Passover "). The Hebrew word, "abhar" means
" pass over" (specially of the wind passing over anything, also at
verses 23, 27; whereas the word "Passover" (one word) is the
Hcbrew word" Piisakh," which means" pass over, pass by, spare" ;
Isaiah xxxi. 5 illustrates the meaning well in the sense of hovering
over. Verse 27 of our chapter brings both of these words together.
Well may it be that we emulate the people who" bowed the head
and worshipped."
H

''''hen on others Tholl art calling,
o do not pass me by."

The symbol (or Anglo-Saxon "token," as the Authorized Version
has it; "good coin of the realm ") of deliverance and mercy manifest
is the blood; for" when I see the blood, I will pa s over you, aud the
plague shall not be upou you to destroy you, when I smite . . . "
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(verse 13). It is not enough that the blood be shed; is it upon thy
gates? And it must be sprinkled without and not within. When the
Scripture of Truth speaks of the shedding of blood it means that a
life has been given-for the blood is the life-of expiation and atonement (Lev. xvii. 11).
But let us not forget" the children" and the" mixed multitude" ;
for it is ever the glory of the Bible that it reveals to us a tender
solicitude for the children and strangers. "A mixed multitude went
up also with them: and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle"
(Exod. xii. 38). For Judaism to tend to be insulated from the community of mankind is contrary to Scripture; the Pentateuch alone
speaks of non-Israelites within the fold at the following places: Exodus
xx. 10; xxiii. 12; Leviticus xvi. 29; xvii. 10; xviii. 26; xx. 2;
xxiv. 16; Numbers xxxv. 15; Deuteronomy v. 14; xvi. 11-12;
xxiv. 17-19; xxix. 11). "And it shall come to pass, when your
children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this service? That
ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the Lord's Passover, Who passed
over the houses of the children of Israel, when He smote the Egyptians,
aud delivered our houses . . . and thou shalt say to thy son in that
day, saying, This is done because of that which the Lord did unto me
when I came forth out of Egypt. And it shall be for a sign unto
thee upon thine head, and for a memorial between thine eyes, that the
Lord's law may be in thy mouth: for with a strong hand the Lord
brought thee forth out of Egypt" (Exod. xii. 26, 27; xiii. 8, 9).
It would not be enough to say, " Because our fathers did it," or " It
is a custom." A child's mind is ever active, and inquisitive children
are often reckoned a nuisance and told to be quiet; yet such a policy
as this, though it may save trouble in the present, may lead to very
rotten consequences in the future. A stupid child never asks questions,
and is to be reckoned as an object of pity and a source of peril. Young
interest is to be lovingly taught and inquisitive foundations made
secure by elders who are most trusted; then the structure of the
future of the race will be a strong fahric. No race that whole-heartedly
helieved and taught the truths of God's Word ever rested on a sandy
foundation or came to disaster. The Paschal lambs spoke of " better
things" to come; for this fateful night was a prophecy and an interpretation of that efficacious sacrifice of Christ's body and bloodstark memorial of the love of God.
The suspense of the night that followed the death of the lambs
must have been truly alarming. At sundown (and even earlier) the
Hebrew, with solemn awe, retired within their dwelliugs and shut
their doors. Mothers, with anxious haste, drew in their flrstborn;
fathers, with trembling hands, slew the lamb with knife, and with
hyssop performed their rite upon the door posts. Not an eye was
closed in all Israel during those hours of serene vigil, waiting for the
first sound abroad of God's coming down upon Egypt; a midnight
much to be remembered, wherein was the presence of the I AM. But
to the Egyptians that night was a wound truly mortal-for during
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its dark hours was smitten the special joy of their parents' strength.
The child specially looked upon to bear up the parental honour when
their own heads were laid in the dust; to touch him was to touch
the apple of their eye and quench the central illumination of their
home. This babe of which they were proud, first occupant of that
cradle; proud of him as they watched his unfolding mental qualities
and physical strength; proud of him as a young man when thought
and decision began to stamp their lines upon his brow, as they watched
his manly dignity and grace of character-lay dead. The law of
primogeniture riddled wbolesale in one night in a million homes, and
.. a great cry throughout all tbe land of Egypt, such as there was
none like it, nor shall be like it any more" (xi. 6). This plague was
a national chastisement, a momentary blow, not spread out like the
other plagues over the lengthening hours, hut at the dead of night,
during the hours of sleep and security when the whole family was
gathered together beneath its own roof, the grisly phantom came.
And as dawn appeared, there was a corpse in every house, and dead
animals (incarnations of deities) all around. Says a heathen moralist,
" Pale death smites equally the poor man's hut and the king's palace."
Neither greatness nor meanness furnished any security against this
sallow visitor; who swept suddenly past sentinels, through locked
doors, into secret chambers, "behind the mill," and down to the
dungeon.
And so Pharaoh and the people of the promise part. .. Pharaoh . . .
let the people go . . . God led the people about through the way of
the wilderness of the Red Sea: and the children of Israel went up
harnessed out of the land of Egypt"; fetters struck off and doors
of the prison house opened wide to liberty (xiii. 17, 18). And as
they go, faith's anticipation is verified, .. Moses took the bones of
Joseph with him," for the sarcophagus of Prince Joseph had been
jealously guarded and concealed from the Pharaohs of this dynasty;
it was carried to the land of promise through the dark waters and
o'er the scorched desert, that the Scripture might be fulfi.lled and
faith vindicated (verse 19). But what is this persistent faecination ~
This desire to see again this mysterious race 1 Pharaoh, whose name
is not linked with one virtue amid a thousand crimes, this enemy
of God's people asks, .. Why have we done this, that we have let Israel
go from serving us ~ And he made ready his chariot, and took his
people with him: and ... six hundred chariots" (xiv. 5-7). On the
banks of the Red Sea when .. they were sore afraid . . . Moses said
. . . Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which
He will show you to-day" (xiv. 10, 13). Then appeared the Shekinah
Glory, which was both guidance aud defence (but to the Egyptians a
smoke screen, verse 20).
Imagine that miraculous light shining down that miraculous path;
feel the ploughshare of the east wind as it cuts a safe transit; perceive
the walls of water as they protect the flanks; be aware that in that
"morning watch" Jehovah-Shammah was hard by, "The Lord is
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there" (verses 21, 22, 24). Pharaoh's host pursued and came on the
rearguard of the Israelites, against whom they pressed with shouts
of battle. They rushed madly and blindly after their prey, but the
" pillar of fire and of the cloud" " troubled the host of the Egyptians."
Suddenly and too late they saw their peril and the nature of the difficult
road in which they were entangled; stupendous scrolls of living water
upheld by the word of God. The oppressive Shekinah cloud bewildered
their horses and troubled their whole host; and in the midst of the
sudden order to retreat there was confusion and the voice of countermand. With their faces towards Egypt, the struggling warriors
perished in the vortex which all their military strategy had failed to
perceive; "the waters returned" (verses 25, 26). So they died in the
waters; they received punishment similar to the evil they had meted
out to Israel. The ungodly fear to look upon God; He is to them dark,
mysterious, terrible. "The waters saw Thee, 0 God; the waters
Jlaw Thee and were afraid: . . . Thy way was in the sea, and Thy
paths in the great waters, and Thy footsteps were not known"
(Ps.lxxvii.16,19). And so the Jehovah-led people were conducted from
bondage, through the intricacies and desert places of life, by perpetual
guidance by day and by night, they quitted Egypt and reached
the Promised Land at last, where in after years they sang the great
song :U

U

U

Now Israel
May say, and that truly,
If that the Lord
Had not our cause maintain'd
If that the Lord
Had not our right sustain'd,
When cruel men
Against us furiously
Rose up in wrath,
To make of us their prey ;

j

Then certainly
They had devour'd us all
And swallow'd quick
For ought that we could deem;
Such was their rage,
As we might well esteem.
And as fierce flood
Before them all things drown,
So had they brought
Our soul to death quite down.
The raging streams,
With their proud swelling waves,
Had then our soul
O'erwhelrned in the deep.
But bless'd be God,
Who doth us safely keep,
And hath not giv'n
Us for a living prey
Unto their teeth
And bloody cruelty.
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Ev'n as a bird
Out of the fowler's snare
Escapes away,
So is our soul set free :
Broke are their nets,
And thus escaped we.
Therefore our help
Is in the Lord's great Name,
Who heav'n and earth
By His great pow'r did frame."
(Ps. cx:mv., ScotU$h Metric.)

Men of Israel! sons of Abraham, Isaac, and Jac.oh, kindred of
Moses, the lawgiver and friend of God; we have been reading in
sympathy of your toil and sweat, and we have watched with awe the
exploits of Jehovah your God as Hl\ brought you forth safely from the
territories of tyranny, and by the Shekinah Light led you to the Pleasant
Land. Our prayer on your behalf and our hearts' ·desire is that you
might be saved (for we are ever mindful and even more truly thankful
for the gift we now possess, that the salvation you have spurned is
of yourselves). Our prayer is that you might behold your Deliverer,
and follow the light of your prophets as they show you the way to
the cross of "the Ancient of Days," as your forefathers followed the
pillar of fire, to enter at last the real Promised Land under the True
Joshna, JESUS, the son of Abraham, the Son of God.
U

The strife is o'er, the battle done:
Now is the Victor's triumph won;
Now be the song of praise begun,
Alleluia."

THE KING'S BROADCAST MESSAGE.
THE King concluded h.is broadcast message on Sept. 23rd last, with
the words, " Let ns then put our trust, as I do, in God, and in the
unconquerable spirit of the British peoples."
The Times concluded its leader on the King's broadcast address
with the words: "But the nation, sailors, soldiers, airmen, and
civilians, in one unbreakable brotherhood, stands on guard, and
believes that a higher Power accepts their dedication and will give
them strength in the day of battle. 'Except the Lord keep the city
the watchman waketh but in vain.' But God is not mocked, and the
dominion of evil is prolonged only' for a season and a time.' "

JUST in the last distressing hour
The Lord displays delivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace.
-Walls.
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ASSURANCE OF FAITH.
A TOPLADY HYMN.
A DEBTOR to mercy alone,
Of Covenant mercy I sing;
or fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offering to bring;
The terrors of law, and of God,
With me can have nothing to do ;
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view.

•

The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete;
His promise is Yea and Amen,
And never was fodei ted yet;
Things future nor things that are now,
Not all things below nor above,
Can make Him His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love.
My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains
In marks of indelible grace;
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earne t is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven.
Augustus M. Toplady, 1771.

DEMORALIZING HUMOUR.
THE leading Anglo-Catholic weekly for July 26th says ;"Another feature of cultural propaganda which needs careful
watching is the tendency of organized public entertainment to pander
to the lower tastes of its audience. A distressing contrast is presented
between the high spiritual tone of Lord Halifax's magnificent broadcast
speech on Monday night, and the pitiful vulgarity of much that is
allowed to be broadcast by comedians, of which the humour all too
frequently turns on points of sexual demoralization, especially in the
programmes broadcast for the forces." (Italics ours.) The article goes
on to say, "Our contention merely is that decent people would be
better provided with humour that is funny without being filthy."
[Evidently it may at lcast be said that there is danger in an unlimited
use of the wireless.-Editor of GOSPEL M.AGAZINE.]
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JPoung foUts' page.

WHY ARE YE FEARFUL?
(An i=itknt in Toplady's life.)
THE Rev. Augustus Toplady, whose birth took place on the fourth of
this month, two bundred years ago, was at one time in cbarge of tbe
two neighbouring Churches of Fen Ottery and Harpford, in Devonshire.
It seems that he lived at Fen Ottery; and it was his habit on Sundays
to take one service in each of the Churches. Generally the morning
service would be at Fen Ottery, and tben Mr. Toplady would go over
to Harpford for tbe afternoon; occasionally ·the order was reversed,
with Morning Prayer at Harpford and tbe afternoon service at Fen
Ottery. Both parishes were equally laid on the heart of their Pastor,
and whether in preacbing sermons or in visiting the sick, it was always
his care and pleasure to uplift tbe Lord Jesus as Saviour.
One Tuesday afternoon Mr. Toplady set out with a friend of his,
a Mr. Harris, for a good walk over tbe hills. The Devonsbire country
is very beautiful, and on top of Fen Ottery hill the friends paused
to admire the view. There in the valley below lay the two villages
where Mr. Toplady ministered; he pointed out the two Churches to
his friend. At tbe same time he noticed a column of smoke risiug
near Harpford, and mentioned it to Mr. Harris. "What do you
suppose that smoke is ? " he said. "I sbould think they must be
burning rubbish," replied Mr. Harris; and they thougbt no more
about it. The two tramped on for quite a long distance, and it was
not till well after 5 o'clock that they drew near home. Passing a
farmhouse, they called in to have a chat with the farmer; but they
had scarcely sat down before he said, "Have you heard of the fire
at Harpford? My son thinks it must be Farmer Endicott's house
that is burning." Mr. Toplady was instantly alarmed for the safety
of Harpford vicarage; for if it was indeed tbe Endicott's farm that
was on fire, the ,vind was just in the right direction for blowing tbe
flames towards the vicarage. He sprang up at once, and hastened
towards Harpford. As soon as the village came into sight, he saw
that his fears were justified; t.he vicarage was actually on fire. Before
he could reach the scene, a man met him on the bridge, with the
bad tidings, "Sir, your house is burnt down to the ground." It was
even so; the whole place was hopelessly destroyed.
Tbis was a calamity indeed. And there were special dMliculties
about it, for though the bnildings were part.ially insured, Mr. Toplady
feared that much of the expense of rebuilding might fall upon him.
Besides, he had recently arranged to excbange Livings with the Vicar
of Broad Hembury; would this Mr. Luce hold to bis engagement
when he heard that Harpford vicarage lay in ruin? It was enough
to upset the stoutest heart.
But the remarkable thing about it was that, though all these thoughts
came crowding at once into Mr. Toplady's mind, he did not feel disturbed
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at all! He was astonished at ills own calmness and lack of anxiety;
for it was altogether unlike himself. A nervous, sensitive sort of man,
he was generally quite discomposed by the smallest accident. Yet
here he wa , beholding the dreadful spectacle of his own house burnt
to the ground, with the prospect of paying a large sum of money,
and of having all his arrangements for leaving upset----earefree and
at peace!
Mr. Toplady felt that his frame of ruind was so entirely contrary
to his nature, that he put it down to the supporting goodness of his
God, Who, foreseeing the event had come to the help of His servant.
He says in his diary, "Had anyone told me beforehand, 'You will
see the vicarage all in flames, without the least emotion of ruind,'
I should have thought it impossible. But the strength of God was
made perfect in my weakness, and therefore it was that my heart
stood fast, bel ieving in the Lord."
I think this incident in Toplady's life is full of encouragement, for
the people of God in the present time. Life is more uncertain than
ever, and all sorts of unexpected things may happen. We do not
know what a day may bring forth. Perhaps we shall be summoned
to leave suddenly the homes where we have taken root for years.
Perhaps those homes may be suddenly destroyed, with all our possessions; there are anxieties about our friends and relatives. To anyone
wbo has a son or a brother serving with the Forces, the mere sight of
a telegraph boy brings the clutch of fear to the heart. Eyen the
postman's arrival, though longed for, is dreaded; and if he passes by,
he is watched with the sickne s of hope deferred. The newspaper,
with its accounts of bombs dropping here and there over our country,
fills us with fears for the safety of our dear ones everywhere.
What a mercy if it is given to us to be among those of whom the
Spirit says, " He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed,
trusting in the Lord." Perhaps none of these a\v£ul things will ever
happen to us. They may. If calaruity comes in any form, it may
not be as bad as we feared. Or it may be far worse. But whatever
is to happen, the Lord knows, and there is no contingency that He
cannot meet. He has proruised that as our days, so our strength
shall be. He is sufficient for all our needs. If the trial that we dread
is allowed to come npon us, then He can give support and strength
beyond anything that we could have expected. He can give power
to the faint, strength to them that have no ruight.
"Why should I fear the darkest hour,
Or tremble at the tempter's power?
Jesus vouchsafes to be my Tower.
H

<I

I know not what may soon betide,
Or how my wants shall be supplied;
But Jesus knows, and will provide.
Against me earth and hell combine;
But on my side is power Divine j
Jesus is aJJ, and He is mine."
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So said John Newton; he and Augustus Toplady were alike in having
found from their own experience that those who hearken to the wisdom
of God dwell safely and are quiet from fear of evil.
DAMARIS.

THE PSALMS AND THE AIR RAIDS.
THE terrible air raids which are taking place all over the country,
and especially in London, Bristol, and other places, are a great test
of the faith of God's people. There can be no doubt that God is
chastising all the nations, and His scattered people also who dwell
in them. But His love to His own is unchangeable, and nothing
whatsoever in the present or the future can separate them from His
eternal love to all of them. One of His aged people, who lives in
London, in a recent letter to one of our readers in the south, wrote :
" It was a relief to see your handwriting and to know that you are
being kept in perfect peace, and that with God-given courage you
are remaining at your post in this time of danger.
" These day and night raids are very nerve-racking, depriving us
of sleep and rest, but God's children are His special care, and His
Word is so full of comfort, especially the Psalms. Psalm xci. is a
tower of strength to many of us just now, as I doubt not it is to
you. . . . For the past fortnight we have been passing through days
and nights of terror. Bombs have been falling around us, and many
windows have been broken. As in the last war, God gave me a word
on which to lean. He speaks to me in Psalm xxxiv. 7, 'The angel
of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth
them.' This is my stay when the guns are thundering overhead in
the night. Are we not safe with this heavenly bodyguard 1 . . . I
dare not say my faith is always strong. I have to pray, , Lord, keep
me trusting,' and when daylight dawns, each morning, I have to give
tbanks for another deliverance."
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THE LESSONS OF ENGLISH CHURCH HISTORY.
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE, D.D.
Ill. THE PERIOD FROM THE DAYS OF LAUD AND HIS PARTY.
THE third lesson from English Church history to which I shall invite
the attention of my readers, is taken from the 150 years which
immediately followed the Reformation. That period inclndes the
reign of James I and Charles I, the Commonwealth, Charles 11, James 11,
William and Mary, George I, and George 11. Within it you will
find some of the most momentous events in the history of Englandthe overthrow of the Church and Monarchy, the Commonwealth, the
Restoration, the expulsion of the Nonconformists in 1662, the
Revolution which expelled the Stuarts from the throne, and the final
establishment of religious toleration. Taken altogether, it is a
melancholy era in our ecclesiastical annals. I pity the Churchman
who can examine it without feelings of shame, sorrow, and humiliation.
Now what is the lesson I learn from this period? Why, simply
this: Departure from the principles of the Reformation inflicted irreparable injury on the Church of England.
That there was a gradual departure from Reformation principles
during the seventeenth century is as certain as any fact in history.
Under the leadership of Archbishop Laud there arose in England a
school of Churchmen who made no secret of their want of entire
sympathy with our Reformers, and their desire to make our Church
less Protestant, less evangelical, less Calvinistic (as they called it),
than it was in the days of Edward VI and Elizabeth. The divines
of this school would have been horrified if you had called them
Romanizers; but that they were un-protestantizers is a fact that
cannot well be denied. About the doctrines of grace, about the
sacrament of the Lord's Supper, about the Episcopal office, about
the primitive Church and tradition, about the ceremonials of public
worship, about the so-called impropriety of publicly attacking Popery,
about the so-called wickedness of Cal\rinism-the tone of these Laudian
divines was peculiar and unmistakable. Their hearts were not entirely
with the Reformers. Study thc religious literature of this day,
and you will find that, excepting Hall, and Davenant, and Usher, and
Hopkins, and a very few more, there is hardly a Churchman of that
day whose writings have the full taste of the Protestant Reformation.
You feel at once, as you read most of the divinity of the age of the
Stuarts, that you have stepped iuto a new theology and are in a new
atmosphere. I_earning, eloquence, devoutness, good reasoning-all
this you will find abundantly in the pages of Caroline divines. But
you miss the clear, distinct, sharply-cut doctrinal system of the
martyred Father of the Church of England, and their immediate
successors. You have landed on a new soil and are breathing a new

J

The GosPel Magazine

503

air. And the explanation is very simple. Everywhere, almost, under
the Stuarts, the bishops and clergy gradually fell away from the old
standard of the Reformation and were less thoroughly Protestant
than the men of Edward VI's and Elizabeth's day.
Of course it would be a mistake to suppose that there were not
many good and conscientious men among the followers of Laud, and
the leading Churchmen under the Stuarts. There were many, I
believe, who were firmly persuaded they were doing the Church service
in drawing back a little from the standard of the Reformers, and
who thought they were ouly making the Church more beautiful, more
primitive, and more excellent, because less Genevan. There were
many who really thonght that the best way to make men Churchmen
was to compel them to come to Church, and the surest way to stop
Nonconformity was to persecute Nonconformists. But it is a curious
fact and most noteworthy in these times, that these well-meaning
Churchmen seem to have been utterly blind to the consequences of
their movement. They appear never to have asked themselves in
what light their proceedings were regarded by others. They did not
understand the English people. They awoke too late to find that
they had been like children playing with fire. They found that the
consequences of drawing back from the old paths, directly and
indirectly, were disastrous, mischievous, and evil in the extreme.
Let me show you what they were.
First, there arose throughout the middle classes and lower orders
a spirit of thorough alienation from the Church of England. The
attempt to compel uniformity failed completely, as it always will.
Worshippers must be volunteers and not pressed men. An impression
spread everywhere that the bishops were not true Protestants at
heart, and could not be trusted. The mass of English people began
to dislike prelates whom they saw principally occupied in persecuting
Puritans, silencing preachers, checking zeal, exalting forms, deifying
sacraments, and complimenting Popery. They began to hate the
liturgy itself, when they saw it crammed down men's throats by
force and people persecuted if they prayed without it. The multitude
seldom draws nice distinctions. It measures institutions chiefly by
their working and administration and cares little for theories and
philosophical principles. Episcopacy no doubt was primitive and
apostolicaJ, and the liturgy was very venerable and beautiful. But
little by little Englishmeu between 1600 and 1650 began to connect
Episcopacy with tyranny, the Liturgy with formality, and the Church
of England with Popery, fines, imprisonment, and punishments.
When the famous Long Parliament met in the time of Charles I,
there was a painful unanimity of ill-feeling towards the poor old
Church of England. The county and borough members, with few
exceptions, were found for once entirely of one mind. They were
thoroughly dissatisfied with the Church Establishment, and its assailants, both in number and influence, completely swamped its defenders.
And all this was the result of ret·rograding from Reformation principles.
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But, unhappily, want of confidence was not the only consequence
of departure from thorough Protestant prir.ciples. The general
dissatisfaction culminated at last in the temporary destruction of the
Church of England. An ecclesiastical revolution took place, which
settled at length into a kind of reign of terror. The pent-up feelings
of the middle and lower orders, once let loose, hroke out into a
hurricane, before which the framework of the Church of England
was clean swept away. Bishops, and deans, and clergy, and liturgy
were shovelled off the stage like so much rubbish. Good things as
well as bad were involved in one common ruin. A bloody civil war
broke out. Cbarles I followed Laud and Strafford to the scaffold.
Everything in Church and State was turned upside down. Common
order at last was only kept by the iron hand of a military dictator,
that great son of Anak, Oliver Cromwell. The crown and the mitre
and the Prayer Book were all alike excommunicated and rolled in the
dust. And all this was the result of departing from the principles of
the Reformation. Those who led that movement sowed the wind and
reaped the whirlwind.
Nor have we come to the end of the story. There were other
indirect consequences, of which we feel the bad effects down to this
day. The whole balance of English feeling about the Church of
England was completely disarranged and disturbed, and equilibrium
has never been completely restored. A pendulum was set swinging
which has now oscillated violently for two hundred years. First
came a strong reaction in favour of the Church, when the Stuarts
returned to the throne after Cromwell's death, having learned nothing
and forgotten nothing. r.10deration and toleration were then thrown
to the winds, and Episcopalians proved that they could be as intolerant
as the Nonconformists of the Westminster Assembly. The wretched
Act of Uniformity was passed, by which two thousand of the best
clergy of the age were turned out of our pale and lost to the Church
for ever. Then came a long and dreary period of exhaustion and
stagnation, a time during which the Church, like a torpid sloth, existed
and hung on the State tree, hut scarcely lived, moved, or breathed.
And at last came the season of universal toleration, when Nonconformity was fairly settled, legalized, and rooted in the land for ever,
and the Church stood face to face with myriads of irritated Dissenters.
A nd all this was the consequence of departure front the old principles
of the Protestant Reformation.
Such are the lessons of English Church history in the century and
a half after the Reformation-mischief, irreparahle mischief, arising
out of the retrograde policy of zealous but misguided Churchmeu.
I trust these lessons will sink down into the hearts of my readers,
and that they will know how to use them.
Listen not to those who in the present day are incessantly misrepresenting the Puritans. Many try to persuade you that the Puritans
were enemies to the Church of England, unlearned, ignorant fanatics,
who hated alike the crown, the bishops, and the Prayer Book. The
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man who says so only shows his own ignorance of historical facts.
With all their many faults, the Puritans were not so black as they
are painted. Charles n, in his declaration of Oct. 21st, 1660, admit
that the Puritans were not aver e either to Episcopacy or a form of
prayer. With all their errors and shortcomings, the Puritans, as a
body, were hetter Churchmen in matters of doctrine than many of
the men who drove them out of the Church. Their written works
speak for them to this very day. Let any intelligent man compare
the works of Laud and Heylin, and their companions, with those of
Owen, and Baxter, and ]\'[anton, and Charnock, and Watson, and
Brooks, and their fellow-labourers, and say which class of \vriters is
most in harmony with the doctrine of the Thirty-nine Articles. Let
him do that honestly, and I have no doubt whatever about the reply.
Settle it in your mind that thc large mass of Nonconformity which
has existed in England ever ince the days of the Stuarts down to
this very day, is mainly the result of the stupid retrograde policy
of the bishops of the Church of England. The bulk of the Nonconformi ts of the seventeenth century would probably never have left
our Church, if our Church had not drawn back from the Reformation.
They had no abstract dislike of Episcopacy, or a Liturgy, or an
Establishment. But they did di like the Romanizing tendency of our
prelates, and would not give way to it. If men like Cranmer, and
Grindal, and Abbot, and Jewel, had been the rulers of the Church,
nine-tenths of English Nonconformity, I believe, would never have
existed. The blame, in very great measure, lies at our own door.
By departure from Heformation principles the Church cut off her
own hands, and plucked out her own eyes, and inflicted injuries on
herself which will probably never be healed. To speak plainly, ninetenths of English Nonconformity were created and built up by the
Church's own folly and unfaithfulness. We departed first from the
Heformation and retrograded from the sharp-cut Protestantism of the
Heformers; and then the Nonconformists departed from us and set
up for themselves. If we are weakened this day hy the existence
of huge bodies of Independents, Presbyterians, and Baptists in our
land, we must remember we our elves were first to blame. If the
Church had done her duty to her children and walked in the steps
of Cranmer, and Ridley, and Latimer, and Jewel, her children in
all probability would never have left her fold.

llteblcuHi anb jl.otices of iSoots.
Tm: VATICAN AXD FASCISM. By W. Horace Pearce. Pp. 16. Price
2d., post free 3d. (The Protestant Truth Society, 31, Caunon
treet. London, E.C.4.)
The author says, "The reason why the Pope has not given his
children a deflni te guidance in regard to Fascism is that he cannot
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condemn it because he is party to its plans of conquest. Likewise
he cannot state his approval in plain language hecause not only the
world but many of his followers would condemn him if he did."
On p. 15, he says, "The personnel among the Fascist and Nazi
regimes is that of Roman Catholics."
THE "LITTLE GLEANER" BIBLE-SEARCHING ALMANAC FOR 1941.
Price 2d., by post 3d.; 6 copies Is. post free; 12 copies Is. 9d.
post free. Larger quantitie at reduced rates. (C. J. Farncombe
& Sons, Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London,
E.C.4.)
For over fifty years the Bible-Searching Almanac was issued by
Messrs. J. F. Shaw & Co. That firm, having discontinued issuing it,
and many inquiries having been made for one to take its place, Messrs.
C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd., have come forward and issued" The
Little Gleaner" Bible-Searching Almanac to take the place of the
almanac which has been discontinued. A copy in good type has been
sent to us for review, and we are glad to recommend it to our readers.
A good many people, it is to be feared, only read the Scriptures in a
cursory manner. This almanac will encourage the searching of the
Scriptures.
For each month in the year a page is devoted to daily texts, and
it is for the reader to find out where the texts occur and enter the
reference in the margin.
All the texts for each month hear on one topic, such as " Seeking
and Finding,"
Sympathy," "Promises,"
Rain," "Warnings,"
"Books," "Deliverance." The almanac can be nsed privately, and
a portion of time spent each day in finding the reference to the text
for the day. Copies can be given to young people in Sunday Schools,
to be returned to the teacher when filled up. Children at home on
the Lord's-day afternoons can be encouraged by their parents to
search the Scriptures, and find the references to several of the texts
for a week. Thus diligent searching of the Scriptures can be encouraged,
and who knows what blessing may result 1 Despite the war let us
"search the Scriptures."
U

H

'l'm: CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC FOR 1941. Price 2d., or in cloth
6d. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand,
London, W.C.2.)
Despite the war the Church Association has sent forth the fifty-third
issue of this well-known almanac. A portrait of the Queen adorns
the cover. "A Thought for the Year," full of precious Scripture
truth, occupies the first page and is written by Lady Bates. The
almanac contains all the usual features. Evangelical clergy and
Evangelical members of the Church of England ,viII find it as valuable
as ever.

