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f· '¥ha cornforteth us in all our tribulation. that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-----z CoRINTHIANS i. 4.

"THE NAME OF JESUS."

" And she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name
JESUS: for He shall save His people from their sins."
MATTHEW i. 21.

THE naming of a newly-born infant is often a problem presenting
some difficulty. The father may desire one name and the mother
may desire another name. Relatives and friends may also make
suggestions, and even press their own choice. In the case,
however, of the Infant born in Bethlehem, His name had been
Divinely fixed beforehand. It was fixed by the Angel Gabriel
when he appeared to Mary in Nazareth. He said, " Thou shalt
bring forth a Son, and shalt eaU His name JESUS I' (Luke i. 31).
It was also fixed by an angel who appeared to Joseph in a dream.
He said, " She shall bring forth :;I Son, and thou shalt call His
name JESUS: for He shall save His people from their sins"
(Matt. i. 21). All the angels " eto His commandments, hearken
ing unto the voice of His word." They are" ministers of His,
that do His pleasure" (Ps. ciii. 20, 21). Their instructions,
therefore, to Joseph and Mary about the name of Him Who was
born in Bethlehem, were in obedience to Divine command. The
name of Him Who became incarnate was Divinely chosen.

That name, so precious to the hearts of GOD'S people, means
SAVIOUR. "Thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save
His people from their sins." To save His people was the great
work for which He became incarnate. His object in coming into
the world was to save sinners. His people like sheep had gone
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astray, but He came." to seek and to save that which was lost"
(Luke xix. 10).

1. In the first place, we need to notice that He was to save all
His people to whatever nation they belonged.

Sometimes the words, "His people" refer to the people of
Israel. Zacharias, no doubt, had them in mind when he said,
" Blessed be the LORD GOD of Israel; for He hath visited and
redeemed His people, and hath raised up an horn of salvation
for us in the house of His servant David " (Luke i. 68, 69). The
people of Israel were nationally GOD'S people, beloved and
chosen from all the other nations. As such they had special and
peculiar national mercies and blessings. But though nationally
they were all saved from the bondage of Egypt, they were not
all saved from the penalty and bondage of sin. In the fullest sense
they only are GOD'S people who partake of the eternal blessings of
the new Covenant. Of such GOD says, " I will put My law in
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be
their GOD, and they shall be My people . ... They shall all know
Me ... I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their
sin no more" (Jer. xxxi. 33, 34). These great blessings are the
sanctifying, regenerating, justifying and pardoning mercies which
GOD bestows upon all His people to whatever nation they belong.
To this end our LORD said, " Repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in His name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem." This good news is the power of GOD unto salvation

·to everyone that believeth; for" whosoever shall call upon the
name of the LORD shall be saved" (Rom. x. 13). All who thus
call on His name and trust in His blood and righteousness, experi
ence His salvation, and GOD says of them, " I will dwell in them,
and walk in them; and I wil( be their GOD, and they shall be
My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16). Notice that these words were said
of the Gentile Church at Corinth.

CHRIST'S people are those whom the FATHER hath given to
Him. They are otherwise called His sheep, and the sheep may
be Jewish, or they may belong to other nations. But they were
all given to CHRIST and are His people. He says, " My sheep
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: and I
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of My hand. My FATHER which
gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck



The Gospel Magazine 407

them out of My FATHER'S hand." The LORD JESUS feels respon
sible to save all His sheep whether they belong to the Jewish
fold or to the Gentile fold. He says, "Other sheep I have,
which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they shall
hear My voice; and there shall be one fold (flock), and one
Shepherd" (John x. 16, 27-29).

Ultimately CHRIST " shall see of the travail of His soul, and
shall be satisfied" (Isa. liii. 11). When all His people have,
through His infinite grace, been gathered to heavenly blessedness,
His heart will be satisfied with the assurance that not one of His
people is missing. They will be "a great multitude which no
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues." They will stand "before the throne, and before the
LAMB, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands," and
their cry will be, " Salvation to our GOD Which sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the LAMB." They will ascribe their salvation
to Him Who was called JESUS, because He was to save His
people from their sins. Washed and made white in His blood,
heavenly blessedness under the Shepherd care of the LAMB shall
be their eternal experience. (See Rev. vii. 9, 10, 14-17.)

2. Secondly, He was to save all His people, however sinful they
were. All whom He saves are sinners. They are sinners spiritu
ally dead and helpless. They are sinners who cannot save them
selves. The manifestation of their sinfulness may, however, vary.
Saul of Tarsus felt that he was the chief of sinners. He wrote,
"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation that
CHRIST JESUS came into the world to save sinners; of whom I
am chief" (1 Tim. i. 15). He had such a keen sense of the
enormity and heinousness of sin ~hat he felt he was the chief of
sinners. No sinner had sinned more than he. He was a perse·
cutor, a blasphemer, and injurious. Yet he " obtained mercy."
The LORD JESUS saved him. The greatness of his sin did not
exclude him from CHRIST'S saving mercy. In fact he felt he was
a sample of the kind of sinners JESUS saves. "Howbeit for this
cause I obtained mercy, that in me first JESUS CHRIST might
show forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should
hereafter believe on Him to life everlasting" (1 Tim. i. 16). What
an encouragement this is to the awakened sinner. The enormity
and depth of his sin need not discourage him. "If the LanD
had mercy on Saul of Tarsus there is every reason to believe He
will have mercy on me."
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Take the case of the publican. He felt his sinfulness so much
that he cried, " GOD be merciful to me the sinner." So it is
literany translated. "The sinner," he felt he was, as though
there was no other sinner. His mind was not occupied with
comparing himself with others, and taking comfort from the
thought that others were as wicked as he was. He felt he was a
sinner. He felt he was pre-eminently the sinner. Mercy he
needed whatever might be true of others, and for mercy he
earnestly and humbly cried, and mercy was bestowed. He went
down to his house justified. Not the righteous but sinners
CHRIST came to call and save, and all whom He saves are wholly
unworthy of His salvation, for they are sinners. Yet it is such
that He saves. 0 the mercy if He has saved us.

.. Come, ye sinners, poor and wret.ched,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;

JESUS ready stands to save you,
Full of pity joined with power;

He is able,
He is willing; doubt no more."

3. Thirdly, He was to save all His people with absolute certainty.
He pictures Himself as going after the lost sheep until He

finds it. Then He places it on His shoulder rejoicing, and brings
it back and calls on others to rejoice with Him, because He has
found His sheep that was lost. He came to seek and to save
that which was lost, and nothing can hinder Him from carrying
out His gracious purpose. He eventually brings all the sheep
back from their wanderings. He assures us that they shall hear
His voice and be numbered among the one flock.

His servants who preach His Gospel may often be disappointed.
Some of whom they had hop~d well fail and draw back. But
CHRIST'S true sheep are" not of them who draw back unto perdi
tion, but of them that believe to the saving of the soul" (Heb.
x. 39). CHRIST will not be disappointed, as some erroneously
suggest. He says, " All that the FATHER giveth Me shall come
to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out"
(John vi. 37).

4. Fourthly, He was to save His people from their sins.
He was to save them from the penalty of their sins. To this

end He bare their sins in His Own body on the tree. Their sins
demand eternal death, but He died in their stead. He redeemed
them from the curse, being made a curse for them. With His
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stripes they are healed. They have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His
grace. Be it never forgotten that to secure' the remission of their
sins He shed His blood, He died in their room and place.

Moreover, He continually saves them from sin's power. They
are corners unto GOD by Him, and when they come unto GOD,
He is aware of it, and" He is able to save them to the uttermost
that come unto GOD by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make
intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25).

Full conformity to His image, and therefore salvation from the
very presence of sin, is their predestined portion. Thus in the
fullest sense He saves His people from their sins. (See Rom.
viii. 29; 1 John iii. 2.)

5. -Finally, it is He alone and none other Who has power and
authority to save His people.

They cannot save themselves, nor can their friends save them.
The language which they are constrained to use is, " Thou must
save, and Thou alone." "Neither is their salvation in any
other: for there is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12). "Him hath
GOD exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour"
(Acts v. 31). He is the Door, and by Him if any man enter in,
he shall be saved (see John x. 9).

If we are not saved by Him, we are not saved at all. By
grace are His people saved through faith, and that not of them~

selves: it is the gift of GOD (see Eph. ii. 8).

" How sweet the name of JESUS sounds
In a believer's ear.

It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds.
And drives 'away his fear."

Unto you who believe He is precious, because you have tasted
of His saving grace.

To those awakened to a sense of sin and of their need of GOD'S
saving mercy, the LORD JESUS, the Divine LORD and SAVIOUR
of His people, says, " Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends
of the earth: for I am GOD, and there is none else." He is " a
just GOD and a SAVIOUR" (Isa. xlv. 21, 22). He can at once be
" just and the Justifier of him which believeth in JESUS."

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
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SECRET PRAYER.

But' thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret;
and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly."
-MATTHEW vi. 6.

THE Sermon on the Mount, of which these words form a part,
was addressed by our Lord to His disciples. The multitudes
were present, but the sermon was addressed specially to His Own
disciples. "His disciples came unto Him, and He opened His
mouth and taught them, saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit"
(Matt. v. 1-3).

They-not the multitudes-were "the salt of the earth."
They were" the light of the world" (Matt. v. 13, 14). Speaking
to them He says, "Thou, when thou prayest." He assumes
that all His true disciples will be praying men and praying
women. One of the great evidences of spiritual life is prayer.
"Behold, he prayeth," was said of Saul after his conversion.
We were recently impressed with a remark made in a sermon by
the late Mr. Popham. He said, " The only blessing, as to experi
ence, that the children of God do not ask for, is the new birth
they never want that. That comes unsought, undesired; but
when one is born again, and has spiritual appetite, then come
many wants, fears, sinkings, guilt, trouble, weakness, ignorance,
and opposition."

The sinner, while dead in trespasses and sins, does not and
cannot pray, but when, through the sovereign mercy of God,
He is born again, he manifests his spiritual life by more or less
earnest crying unto God. Before the Apostle Paul was born
again he was full of zeal and energy according to the flesh, but
when the mighty change took place what a man of prayer he was.
We might easily think on reading his Epistles that he almost did
nothing else but pray. Anyhow, he evidently spent a large
amount of time in that holy exercise. "Pray without ceasing,"
is his inspired exhortation to God's people.
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Our Lord's injunction to His people is that they" ought always
to pray and not to faint." What room there is in the lives of
God's people for a larger measure of attention to these exhortations.

" Restraining prayer, we cease to fight;
Prayer makes the Christian's armour bright;
And Satan trembles when he sees,

.The weakest saint upon his knees."

"Praying always with all prayer and supplication In the
Spirit," should characterize all believers (Eph. vi. 18).

But how should they pray?
1. First, they should pray sincerely.
" When thou prayest thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are:

for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the
corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say
unto you, They have their reward." The reward they seek for
is the approbation of men, and they get it, but they do not get
any reward from God. Their prayers are unreal, matters of
form, hypocritical, and the vanity of such worship was referred
to by the prophet Isaiah and endorsed by Him through Whose
Spirit the prophet wrote, "Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias pro
phesy of you, saying, This people dra\veth nigh unto Me with
their mouth, and honoureth Me with their lips; but their heart
is far from Me. But in vain they do worship Me " (Matt. xv. 7-9).

Over and over again our Lord said to the leading men in the
Jewish Church, "vVoe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypo
crites." He knew their hearts. He could discern the unreality
of their religious profession. "For a pretence (ye) make long
prayer: therefore ye shall receive greater damnation ... ye are
like whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward,
but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.
Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but
within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity" (Matt. xxiii. 14,
27, 28). Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord
looketh on the heart.

There is no doubt a great deal of hypocrisy, insincerity, and
rottenness in much of the so-called public worship of the day.
Religious leaders seem to think that beautiful music rendered
with artistic skill by a grand organ and oftentimes an uncon
verted choir is acceptable to God. An oftentimes worldly
minded congregation sing to the strains of beautiful music,
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"Have mercy 'upon us, miserable sinners," when there is not
the smallest evidence that they have a consciousness of sin at
all. Who could imagine the publican saying, " God be merciful
to me a sinner" to the strains of beautiful music? The need
of the day is a deep sense of the enormity of sin, a sense of sin
which will bring tears to the eyes of those who confess their sins
to God. Hypocrisy and insincerity is abhorrent to the eyes of
Him Who " searcheth the reins and hearts" and Whose eyes are
as a flame of fire. Mere artistic worship is vain. "When thou
prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites."

" God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship
Him in spirit and in truth" (John iv.24). There is only one kind
of worship acceptable to Him Whose name is holy, and that
worship is "in spirit and in truth." It must be real, sincere,
from the heart. Beautiful services so-called, please the flesh, but
sincere prayer from the heart is that which pleases God. "To
this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite
spirit, and trembleth at My word" (Isa. lxvi. 2).

As in public worship, so in secret worship, we need to beware
of insincerity. The mere repetition of words in prayer is not
prayer from the heart. There is danger that even real believers
may be in bondage to forms of prayer.

.. I often say my prayers,
But do I ever pray?

And do the wishes of my heart
Go with the words I say?

.. I may as well kneel down
And worship gods of stone,

As offer to the, living God
A prayer of words alone.

.. For words without the heart
The Lord will never hear;

Nor will He to those lips attend
Whose prayers are not sincere.

.. Lord, teach me what I need,
And teach me how to pray;

Nor let me ask Thee for Thy grace,
Not feeling what I say."

2. Secondly, the Lord's people need to pray secrefl!}.
" Enter into thy closet (or inner chamber), and when thou hast

shut thy door, pray."
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A striking example of secret prayer is recorded of our Lord
Himself. "And in the morning, rising up a great while before
day, He departed into a solitary place, and there prayed"
(Mark i. 35). Probably the house in which He was staying was
so crowded that there was no secret room in which He could
pray alone to His Father, and so, "rising up a great while before
day, He went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there
prayed." If He felt the need of rising early to pray, and if He
felt the need of secret prayer, much more should these needs be
felt by us. Without neglecting family and public prayer, the
believer needs to give himself to private prayer. To this end~

he needs to retire sufficiently early to get needed rest, and then
to rise sufficiently early to get time to engage in calm, quiet,
unhurried prayer, and the reading of God's Word. This secret
intercourse with God should occupy our first attention. Before
we come into contact with men we need to be alone with God.
Before we face the duties and problem's of the day we need to be
fortified with Divine wisdom and strength. All other things, we
suggest, such as the wireless and the early newspaper should take
a subordinate and secondary place. We li\;e in days of rush,
and it is to be feared that habits of late retiring and late riE/ing
oftentimes crowd out sufficiently prolonged and unhurried prayer
in the early morning.

Secret prayer, of course, need not be confined to a room in the
house. It can be offered while walking in the garden or on the
road, or in any other secluded spot.

3. Thirdly, God's people need to pray to their Heavenly Father.
He only is the proper object of worship. "Pray to thy.Father."

The believer is a child of God. All His people are" children of
God by faith in Christ Jesus." They are born again into His
family (Gal. iii. 26; John i. 12, 13).. To Him they '~r~. privi
leged to pray. There is no warrant for ~he .invoc~tion <ot dead
saints or prayer to any creature. "Thou shalt worship ~he Lord
thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve" (Matt. iv:. ,10); '. He is
our omniscient God. He seeth in secret, and tI~ kn9weth what
things we have need of before ~e ask Him. (Se~"Matt. vi. 8.)

Moreover, He a compassionate God.. "Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him"
(Ps. ciii. 13). Evea an earthly father will often respond to his
children's desires. Much more will God respond to the prayers

28
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of His people. " If ye then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which
is in heaven give good things to them that ask Him? " (Matt.
vii. 11).

4. Fourthly, our Lord teaches His people to pray through the
One Mediator.
, " I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh unto

the Father but by Me." We enter the holiest through His blood.
Through Him, and through Him alone, we have access by one
Spirit unto the Father (see Eph. ii. 18). We are corners unto God
by Him. "There is one God, and one Mediator between God and
men, the Man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. ii. 5). Through His atoning
blood we may come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

5. Lastly, our Lord teaches His people to pray expectantly and
believingly.

It is to be feared that we often Wonder 1<.hrough un belief whether
God will indeed grant our requests, and not until we experience
His response to our prayers do we fully believe He is the
Answerer of prayer.

We need to note for our comfort the gracious promise, " Thy
Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly." The
hypocrite has his reward from men, but the sincere seeker after
God has his reward from God. There is no doubt about this.
" He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that
He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him" (Heb. xi. 6) .
. " He is a Rewarder." Let those words be fixed in your mind.

Do not doubt their truth, and when you pray look forward
hopefully, expectantly and believingly for the answer. Remem
ber what your Lord says, " Everyone that asketh receiveth; and
he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened" (Matt. vii. 8).

Note the words, " everyone." A believer may be rich or poor,
high or low, learned or comparatively ignorant. He may live in
distant parts of the earth, but everyone, whoever he may be,
~hatsoever his circumstances and wherever he may live, " every
one that asketh receiveth." Your Father will fulfil the desire
of them that fear Him. He also will hear their cry, and will save
them. Hesitate not then to expect Him to reward you as He
has rewarded others in response to their sincere and earnest cry.
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.. My soul, ask what thou wilt,
Thou canst not be too bold;

Since His Own blood for thee He spilt,
What else can He withhold?

415

.. Beyond thy utmost wants
His love and power can bless ;

To praying souls He always grants
More than they can express."

(John Newton.)

THE EDITOR.

SHATTERING COMFORTABLE BELIEFS.

THE Archbishop of Canterbury, in his address on the Day of
Prayer (Sept. 7th), said, "A catastrophe had fallen upon the
world which had shattered the old comfortable belief in the natural
progress of mankind. In this fearful manifestation of demonic
power of evil, must we not &ee with a new intensity what evil
was in our nation and in our own hearts? "

In our own view there was no need of the war to shatter" the
old comfortable belief in the natural progress of mankind." That
there may be material progress, such as improved sanitation,
and better housing, is no doubt true, but the Word of God, we
believe, teaches us that any moral or spiritual progress in mankind
is not to be looked for apart from the regenerating work of the
Holy Spirit. Scripture tells us that" the heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9). It says,
, The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject
to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are
in the flesh cannot please God" (Rom. viii. 7, 8). Mankind
cannot be subject to the -law of God. The natural mind of man is
always" enmity against God." It" cannot please God." Spirit
ual and moral progress are impossible with corrupt human nature.
" That which is born of the f1esh'is flesh." It never changes.

This i~ the doctrine of the Church of England. Article X " Of
Free Will," says" The condition of man after the fall of Adam is
such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his own natural
strength and good works, to faith and calling upon God." He
can therefore make no spiritual progress.

The Archbi~hop truly -says, " In this fearful manifestation of
demonic power of evil must we not see with a new intensity what
evil was in our own nation and in 0\lr own hearts?" Apart,
however, from the present " manifestation of demonic power of
evil" the evil in the heart of man has always been there. Well
will it be if we see more fully the awful depravity of the human
heart, and the need of that new heart which God promises to
Hi~ people in the New Covenant (Ezek. xxxvi. 26).
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WELLSPRINGS.
\

" She shall sing lhere."-HosEA ii. 15.

OUR readers will recall that in our last meditation we were
privileged to gather up some fragments of the passing and
momentous events of the times in which we live, whereby the
heart was oft-times cheered. We were reminded that amidst all
the scenes of death and destruction and Satan's wicked devices,
" the Lord liveth." He was giving us such sweet tokens of His
goodness in various ways as evidenced around us who blessedly
have eyes to see and hearts to understand.

We now propose to continue our subject and give further
instances of how the living members of the Church of Christ in
their wilderness experience, were given to " sing there," at some
gracious and miraculous interposition of their God, Who is so
rich in mercy to all them that call upon Him in sincerity and
truth.

We recall a most marvellous and direct interposition of Divine
Providence of national importance. Can you and I ever forget
the morning papers of April 2nd, when we read to our humbled
yet delighted eyes, " The rejeclion in Parliamenl of lhe passing
of lhe Thealres Bill on lhe Lord's Day." It was nothing short
of a miracle for it had been a foregone conclusion that the Bill
was passed as proposed by Mr. Morrison as a war-time expedient.
But there had been the Day of National Prayer as recently as
March 23rd, and there had also been volumes of prayer ascending
to the Throne of Grace, special meetings for prayer and protest,
and wrestling prayer in private. Had God, even our God utterly
forsaken us, forgotten to be gracious any more? Was His ear heavy
and His arm shortened? He had -wrought that wondrous deliver
ance for us at Dunkirk and now here is another hour of His
people's need and for the display of His great mercy. And He
wrought wondrously as is ever His delight. Was it not accept
able in His ear, the testimony of Mr. W. W. Martin, who had,
as the leader of the Lord's Day Observance Society, fought the
battle so valiantly? Asked to speak when the Bill was rejected,
he humbly acknowledged the greatness and goodness of God by
saying, " This is in answer io pr<l.yer." A God-honouring testi
mony before others. And were not Dur hearts further cheered
by the utterances of Mr. Magnay, M.P., " 0 that a breath of the
Holy Spirit might pass over this House"?

His children, you and I, beloved readers, repeated that Spirit
indited prayer at the Throne of Grace daily for our Prime Minister



The Gospel Magazine 417

and all the members of the Houses of Parliament. We sought a
blessing on their efforts and debates and joined them in spirit,
when morning by morning there is a little group of them who
around the Throne of Grace seek aid and wisdom and blessing
on their deliberations. Mr. Magnay, to whom we have referred,
said most truly on a subsequent occasion, "What is it to be a
Member of Parliament or Town Councillor, comparable with the
glorious privilege of being a member of the Church of Christ.
If they had in their Churches to-day men and women who were
witnesses of the power and grace and sovereign mercy of Christ,
they would always be heard." Oh, how our hearts rejoice in
such a testimony.

Do we, too, thank God sufficiently for such a faithful servant
of God in the Houses of Parliament as Dr. Little, of Ulster?
His weighty words carry influence and he is respected by all for
his convictions. Moreover, it is through his influence that a
mid-day prayer-meeting is held in a small room courteously allowed
him by the Serjeant-at-Arms. Are we not encouraged to believe
that" them that honour Me I will honour," and should it not be
our privilege-as enabled-to join them by the aid of the Holy
Spirit and strengthen their hands as we, too, in private, wait
upon our God at the Throne of Grace? Oh, who can tell what the
prayers of the Lord's " hidden ones," "the salt of the earth,"
can do, in obeying the Divine call, "Ye that are the Lord's
remembrancers, keep not silence."

Once again, we recall a cause for a song of praise in the humble
and gracious testimony which fell from the lips of our dear
Editor's son, the Rev. A. T. Houghton, who was so miraculously
preserved from a watery grave when the vessel which should
have conveyed him to Burma and his loved work was bombed
in the Atlantic and he had to return to these shores again. But
in the gracious and Divine purpose of his God, he was given to
testify to the rest and peace which sustained him upon the
absolute sovereignty of his God, and that he doubted not, his
heavenly Father had purposes of love and mercy which in His
infinite wisdom were then hidden from His servant's eyes. Is
Mr. Houghton yet to see in the expanding and unexpected
developments of this great war, why in love and mercy his God
prevented him? Anyhow, much grace has been given the
Lord's dear servant to "sing there" even in that valley of
humbling experience, and his testimony has encouraged not a
few others of Zion's sons and daughters in their chequered
pilgrimage. .

The English Churchman of July 10th, gave us this heartening
reading, " On Monday China entered the fifth year of her heroic
stand against Japanese aggression.... We cannot doubt that
God, Who sitteth in the Throne judging righteously, has Himself
withheld from Japan the success upon which she counted when
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she invaded Chinese territory; nor can we doubt that He has
raised up General Chiang Kai Shek and has enabled him to lead
the Chinese people in their superb defence with a skill and courage
which has been God-given. That China in these years of her
dire need should have been ruled by a Christian leader, is in itself
a testimony to the Providential love of God and another instance
of the way in which God raises up men whom He can use for the
fulfilment of His own purposes."

Surely missionary labourers in China have had a song of grati
tude raised in their hearts for the wonderful privilege of being
messengers of the Gospel and being the honoured instruments of
conveying to that country the precious seed of the Word, the
entrance of which" giveth light." And one would also desire to
give thanks for the goodly influence of Lt.-General Sir W. G. S.
Dobbie, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in Malta, who as one
of our missionary magazines records, is " a gallant Christian and
staunch Protestant."

We would also refer to the marvellous achievements and speedy
successes granted to General Wavell and his brilliant forces in the
Middle East and to remember that the General owns and honours
the Word of God and acknowledges the successful influence of
its circulation amongst the troops.

Again, one is glad to read in the Life of Faith (April 9th) how
" Christian people have read with gladness that the Mediterranean
Fleet officially gave thanks to God for its victory in the Battle of
Matapan. Services of thanksgiving were held in all the ships.
This is a notable example to the country, and a most heartening
contrast to the secularizing influences we have to deplore."

Then, when we remember that orders have recently gone forth
that every possible opportunity must be granted the men of the
Forces for worship on the Sabbath day, we can trace the hand of
our God in all these things and see how He is at work to His own
glory, and will bring many sinners to repentance and to seek the
way of righteousness. Some wri~er has aptly likened Europe
under its present scarred and desolated condition to " a ploughed
field" and ready for the sowing of the "seed of eternal life."
So that there is much to encourage above and beyond all the
discouragements, for the Lord God Omnipotent still reigneth and
sitteth King above the floods of unruly men. Has He not worked
a miracle when in five years, Ethiopia so cruelly plundered and
acquired by Italy should be restored? And more, the very
missionaries thrust out by the enemy are returning to their loved
spheres and find the converts under their godly influence and
teaching standing fast.

How varied are the grounds for His people's songs in the
wilderness and yet blessedly and truly are they given to " sing
there." Oh, to trust Him more and glorify Him. He has often
made a rainbow of our tears, in the midst of our great mourning
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because of the oppression of the enemy. He has His "yet"
laid up whereby after hoping in your God, you" shall praise Him
Who is the health of your countenance and your God."

He may empty your hands of all your treasures. He may see
fit to lead into paths you have not known and into ways so
intricate that you wonder where and when the scene will end

~ and how much longer faith can hold out. The cry is welling
up in your torn and bleeding heart, " Hath God forgotten to be
gracious?" Will He be gracious no more? Have his com
passions failed? Am I to go mourning thus all my days? But
it is in these low moments of soul-exercised and much-tried
faith that the dear child of His is bid to look up and remember
that what He was in the days of sunshine and blessing and joy,
He is now, eternally the same and knowing of no change. Pre
sently, it may even be suddenly, your mourning will be changed
into singing, and your captivity turned as rivers of the south,
and you will see how that He emptied your hands to fill them
with treasure more enduring, and guided you by paths and ways
crooked and rough to you, but all plain and right with Him.

" Never a watch on the dreariest halt,
But some promise of love endears;

I read from the past, that my future shall be,
Far better than all my fears. .

Like the golden pot, of the wilderness bread,
Laid up with the blossoming rod;

All safe in the ark, with the law of the Lord,
Is the Covenant care of my God."

Oh, may faith ride triumphant over all our difficulties and sing
to His glory. "She shall sing there." It is emphatic. She is
called upon to sing there. That is just where you and I are placed,
dear child of God, in our chequered wilderness experience. "God's
commands are His enablings," as my beloved father would often
remind us. "She shall sing there." Where is that? In the
wilderness; in the valley of weeping; in prison like Paul and
Silas; in exile as John the beloved, sending forth his precious
letters of testimony from Patmos. She shall sing in the dark as
well as in the light; in heavy times of war as in days of peace;
in the sanctuary of worship, or in the silent chamber when
deprived of gathering with the saints. "She shall sing there,"
when her God has hedged up her way with thorns and made a
wall by which she shall not find her paths. Oh, we can under
stand so little the meaning of some of the mysterious ways of our
God. We cannot read into the Divine mind the purpose and end
He has in view in all our afflictions. But His way is always
perfect and He is just and right in all His doings. "Are you
poor? " wrote the saintly FlaveI. "Why, with that poverty God
hath clogged your pride. Are you reproached? With those
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reproaches God hath clogged your ambition. Corruptions are
prevented by your afflictions. And is it not thus a marvellous
help to holiness of life? "
I Moreover, and with this thought I must close, she shall sing
there as in the days of her youth. With what hope does this
revive the drooped spirit. There is the recognition' that she did
once sing and the promise that she shall sing again as in other
days. There is the mercy of recovery and there is the fulfilment
of the sworn word of your unfailing God, " I will see you again
and your heart shall rejoice." There is the new song put into
your mouth and a recalling perhaps of your first love and godly
SOrrow for sin which has separated from the Beloved of your soul.
There is, too, the gracious promise of an all-forgiving God, Who
has, for His dear Son's sake, blotted out all the sins of His people,
that the time of recovery has come, and that He will make His
forgiveness feel so unutterably sweet to His child and reveal how
He delighteth in her. He has forgiven all her backslidings;
healed the wound which sin had opened; drawn her back from
all her wanderings, and putting this" new song" in her mouth,
has given her to glorify Him afresh Who had betrothed her unto
Himself for ever; yea, betrothed her unto Himself "in right
eousness, and in judgment, and in loving kindness and in mercies
and in faithfulness," in all of which, " Thou shalt know the Lord."

" Did Jesus once upon me shine?
Then Jesus is for ever mine."

R.

CATASTROPHIC EVENTS AND THE LORD'S RETURN.
" JOHN DURANT, the puritan, tells of one who loved the Lord and
longed for his appearing, that when there was once a great
earthquake, and many cried out that the day of judgment had
come, when one lamented, alas! alas! what shall I do? And
another asked feverishly, where-shall I hide myself? he calmly
said, ' Ah, is it so? is the day come? Upon what mountain shall
I stand to see my Saviour? ' "
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MEDITATIONS ON THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS.

By THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW, M.A.,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

XIV.
" In Whom ye also trusted after that ye heard the word of truth,

the Gospel of your salvation: in Whom also after that ye
believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise."
EPHESIANS i. 13.

THERE is an important chain in this verse which is worthy of
much observation. Faith in the Lord is here linked to the means
which precede it, and to the grace which follows it. We hear
"the word of truth, the Gospel of our salvation," before we
believe; we believe, before " we are sealed with the Holy Spirit
of promise." Hence we have three distinct gradations: we hear,
we believe, we are assured. Let us then examine these truths.
(1) Faith follows hearing; (2) Assurance follows faith. Lord,
send forth Thy light and Thy truth, that they may lead us.

1. Faith follows hearing. The proclamation of " the word of
truth, the Gospel of salvation," is the Lord's appointed ordinance
for drawing souls unto Himself. His parting injunction is, " Go
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature."
The preaching of the Cross is indeed unto them that perish
foolishness; but unto us, which are saved, it is the power of
God. "After that in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom
knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching
to save them that believe." How can we believe in Him of
Whom we have not heard? Faith only can come by hearing.
It is when Jesus is distinctly uplifted; when His grace and love
and finished ,work are clearly and affectionately unfolded, that
the Spirit draws the enlightened sinner to the wounded side and
the pierced hands. Then he, who is perishing under the malady
of sin, feels that here is a remedy which is all healing: he who
is shuddering under the curse of the Law, finds refuge: he who
sees himself nothing but vileness and pollution, discovers a
spotless robe of righteousness to conceal his deformity: he who
was afar off from God, draws near through the blood of the
Cross; he who was blind, sees: he who was dead, lives. Oh,
what wonders follow when Jesus is fully uplifted. Dry bones
start to life: the wilderness blossoms like the rose. Jesus is
always true to His word, " I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men
unto Me."

We hence discover the cause why Satan is so industriously
opposed to the preaching of Christ. This ordinance delivers
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the captives whom he held bound, and subverts his
kingdom. He little cares for the zeal and diligence of the minister
who insists only on sacraments and outward forms and reforma
tions: he knows such weapons will never injure his cause. But
when the Cross is simply proclaimed, he is all alarm and ceases
not to use his devices to stop the testimony. Let us then pray
the Lord to arise and multiply the number of His faithful heralds
and maintain His own cause, and put His soul-destroying adver
sary to perpetual shame. Even so, " gird Thy sword upon Thy
thigh, 0 most mighty, with Thy glory and Thy majesty: and in
Thy majesty ride prosperously, because of truth, and meekness,
and righteousness: and Thy right hand shall teach Thee terrible
things."

2. As faith follows hearing, so assurance follows faith. "After
that ye believed in Him, ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of,
promise." It seems to be very clear that the seal of the Spirit is
assurance. It is nothing external to the believer; so they err
who suppose it to be the eternal purpose of God sealing His
people as His own for ever. It is some work accomplished by
the Spirit within. It cannot be conviction of sin nor conversion
nor illumination, because these graces precede faith: whereas the
seal of the Spirit is consequent upon faith. What can this be
but assurance ?-a deep abiding persuasion of real interest in
the Covenant of grace-a realizing knowledge of restoration to
God's favour-an undoubting recumbency of the soul on the
work of Christ for eternal life?

The same conclusion follows from examining the term" sea!."
For what purpose are seals affixed to deeds and documents?
Their purpose is to ratify and confirm them, so that they may be
acknowledged as valid and unalterable. When we see the seal
we have no more hesitation or doubt; we point to it as final
evidence that the deed is sure, and can no more be cancelled.
Just so, when the Spirit stamps His seal on the heart, the believer
is assuredly certified that he is called and chosen and saved.
Fears and doubts vanish, and ne can say, " I am my Beloved's,
and my Beloved is mine." He realizes the truth, "Who can
lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that
justifieth: who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died."
"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" Nothing
" shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord."

This assurance is a Divine work. Man cannot obtain it for
himself. Man cannot confer it on man. It is the deep impres
sion which the Spirit alone can imprint. Hence it must be a
holy work and productive of holiness. Indeed, nothing more
conduces to sanctification than this sea!. He who lives steadily
realizing that he is a child and heir of God, is dead to the world
and raised high above the range of Satan's darts. We never
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consent to sin except when we forget" whose we are, and whom
we serve." Let us, therefore, covet earnestly this high and
sanctifying grace. We know it is to be obtained at the throne
of grace, by earnest supplication. The Spirit is more willing to
seal, than we are to receive this privilege. Oh, that we were
wise and steadfastly purposed to give Him no rest, till the evidence
of the seal proves that we are indeed " passed from death unto
life. "

THE CHURCH'S MIGHTY HELPER.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. WATTS WILKINSON, B.A.,
AT THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY ALDERMARY, WATLING STREET,

LONDON, ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 25TH, 1839.

PART I.
" I have laid help upon One that is mighty."-PSALM Ixxxix. 19.
THESE are truly interesting and engaging words, to such miserable,
lost, and helpless creatures as we are. They are first spoken,
and directly, of David; but spoken of him as a striking type
of the true and spiritual David, even the Lord Jesus Christ, Who
is styled the Son of David and David's Lord, that" Seed of the
woman" Who was promised to Adam upon his transgression,
that Child that was born and that Son that was given, of Whom
it was declared 'that His name should be called, "Wonderful,
Counsellor, the Mighty God." "I have laid help upon One that
is mighty," says the Lord in the text. And then He goes on to
say, " I have exalted One chosen out of the people "-even this
extraordinary Man, Who was the Man, and is the Man, that is
Jehovah's "Fellow." "I have exalted One chosen out of the
people. I have found David My servant: with My holy oil have
I anointed. Him "-that is, " anointed Him" as they used then
to do; referring to the ancient custom of anointing kings and
priests with oil. "I have anointed Him," as My chosen and
appointed servant, the Mediator. of My Covenant and the
Substitute and the Surety of My beloved and My Covenant
people. And He is "mighty." This is the Person and thus He
is described in the text. "I" (says the eternal Father) " have
laid help upon One that is mighty"; that is, 'I have given to
Him in His mediatorial character, My co-equal and co-eternal
Son, Who is One with Me in authority-I have given to Him in
this character authority to convey "help" (and help in the
richest and most important sense, help to their souls) unto those
who have no help in themselves; and He is competent to this,
for He is " the mighty God".'

It is a sweet question and an important question that is asked
in the prophecies of Isaiah, "Who is this, that cometh from
Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah ? this that is glorious in
His apparel, travelling in the greatness of His strength?" The
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answer is given-" I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save."
Now put these two short expressions together. He is the" mighty
God," as the true and spiritual David, He Who is David's II root"
and David's " offspring "-He Who in His human nature sprang
from David and from Whom in His Divine nature David himself
sprang and was indebted for his existence; He is " the mighty
God," and" mighty to save."

Now can there be any person present who doubts of the
propriety and the truth of what is asserted in these texts-that
the true David, David's Antitype, He of Whom David was so
remarkable a type, is "the mighty God?" We say, is this
possible, when the Scriptures from beginning to end testify to
this great and important truth? You will find it in the very
first verse of the Bible, if you look at it in connection with other
parts; and you will find it in the last verse of the Bible; and
from the beginning to the end it is written as with a sunbeam,
so plainly and clearly that" they who run may read." You
will see it in the very first verse of the Bible. For that is this,
" In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." But
what does St. John say? Why says he, " In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God;
all things were made by Him, and without Him was not anything
made that was made"; and further on he declares that this
II Word" was the very Person, Who" was made flesh and dwelt
among us," and took our nature into union with Himself. St.
John clearly there declares, that this Person, Who became flesh,
was the great and glorious Jehovah, Who then spake all things
into existence out of nothing; St. John declares that He Who
became incarnate was the second Person in the blessed Trinity.
And then if you look at the last verse in the Bible, you find the
same truth. Just before that verse, you find the Lord Jesus
Christ says, "Surely I come quickly"; and then the Church
addresses a prayer to Him-" Even so, come Lord Jesus";
and then the last verse is a prayer to Him for His blessing upon
His beloved people-" the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all." ow Who is the proper object of prayer? There
is no proper object of prayer but Jehovah, the supreme and
eternal and self-existent God. So that in the very first verse
and the last verse of the Bible you may see this grand and
important truth, which is " the pillar and ground of the truth,"
and upon which Christianity stands, and with which it would
sink if that foundation failed (which it cannot do) ; and throughout
the Bible you will see this great and important truth written as
with a sunbeam.

Now do any need further proof upon this point? We might
observe to some, who perhaps have never heard statements of
this subject (and we may be refreshing the memories of others
who are established in the truth)-that every attribute belonging
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to Jehovah is ascribed to and claimed by Jesus of Nazareth,
proving that He is " the mighty God" and " the mighty One"
spoken of in the text, upon Whom" help is laid." Now, for
instance, is omnipresence an essential attribute of J ehovah? is
this essential to the Divine nature of God, that He must be
everywhere present? Undoubtedly it is; for what says God
in the Old Testament? He says-" Am I a God at hand, and
not a God afar off? can any hide himself in secret places, that I
shall not see him? do not I fill heaven and earth?" and so
on. Now observe what Jesus says. He claims this attribute
expressly to Himself; He says, " Where two or three are gathered
together in My name," wherever they are, in the East Indies, or
the West, in the north or the south, " there am I in the midst
of them," that is, " I am everywhere," "I am omnipresent."
And then again, is omniscience another attribute essential to
Deity? Undoubtedly it is; that Jehovah can see everywhere
and see every thing. He can see into the deepest recesses of the
heart of man; He claims this Himself; He says (and here is an
awful truth, but it is the truth of God), " The heart," in a state of
nature, unrenewed by the grace of God-" the heart is deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked; who can know it? "
and then He answers, " I the Lord search the heart, I try the
reins." Now observe what Jesus says; He claims this expression
to Himself, for says He in the Book of Revelation, "All the
Churches shall know that I am He which searcheth the reins and
hearts." Therefore does the eternal Father, the great God, the
Deity, claim this to Himself? "I claim it to Myself," declares
Jesus of Nazareth; "I am His equal; I am the eternal self
existent Word." But then omnipotence, again, is also essential
to Deity-almighty power. And what does Jesus say of Himself?
" I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, which
is and which was and which is to come, the Almighty". What
stronger and more clear and convincing proofs can we have?
Here are these essential attributes of the great Jehovah claimed
as His own by Jesus of Nazareth. Nay, we may go farther,
and say, Is not self-existence essential to the Deity-existence
(that is) underived and sustained of Himself alone? You may
recollect, that when Moses was sent by God to the children of
Israel with a message and he requested to know what he should
say to them when they should ask who had sent him and what
was the name of Him that had sent him, the Lord declares,
" Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent
me unto you "-the living One, essentially so, in and of and by
Myself, indebted to no one whatever for My existence; "I am
that I am "; "I AM hath sent me unto you." Now observe
how our dear Lord applies this too. When He was conversing
with the Jews on a certain occasion, He had opportunity to say,
"You father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it
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and was glad"; and the Jews said, " Thou art not yet fifty years
old and hast thou seen Abraham?" Observe the solemn reply
He makes; He says, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before
Abraham was, I am "-there applying expressly to Himself the
description, which the great and eternal Jehovah gave of Himself,
when He sent Moses to the children of Israel.

If there were needed any thing more, we might remind you of
one passage of Scripture besides, and that is recorded in the first
chapter of the Book of Revelation, when our Lord appeared to
His servant John. John, you may remember, terrified at the
appearance of glory and majesty in Him, "fell at His feet as
dead"; and Jesus, in tender mercy and compassion, " laid His
hand upon him, saying unto him, Fear not, I am the first and the
last "-(who is before the first, or can continue after the last ?)
and" I am He that liveth " (" I am the living One," as it might be
rendered), " and that was dead, and behold I am alive for ever
more." "I am Jesus, and I Jesus am the eternal and self
existent God, He Who was the first and He Who will be the last."

We say surely these are convincing proofs of the eternal and
essential Deity of Jesus of Nazareth.

Now from hence arise considerations for our support and com
fort, that are exceedingly precious. "I have laid," says the
eternal Father-,-." I have laid help upon One that is mighty,"
even My co-equal and My co-eternal Son--even upon Him,
Who, though He appears in fashion as a man, in the form of a
servant, is " the mighty God," and therefore" mighty to save."
We say, there are several precious considerations arising from this.

For if Jesus of Nazareth be the eternal and self-existent God,
then consider the merit of His blood and the merit of His right
eousness must be infinite and therefore He is such a Saviour as
we stand in need of. The foulness and demerit of our sins is
infinite. It is often observed, you know, that an offence is great,
or the demerit of an offence arises, from the state and condition
of the person against whom -the offence is committed. Strike
a beggar (it has been said), and it is an offence? but strike a
king and it is high treason-a capital offence. Now our offences
are against the majesty of heaven, "the King of kings and the
Lord of lords"; and every ~in that we have ever been guilty of,
in thought, word or deed, either by act or emotion, whatever
its nature may have been, has been an offence of infinite guilt.
And therefore no one can be a suited Saviour to us whose merit
is not infinite. Now since Jesus is God, His merit is infinite
the merit both of His blood and His righteousness; a,nd if you
are under the Covenant teaching of God the Holy Ghost, you will
feel that you need such a Saviour. Oh, sin is trifling enough
too trifling by far-in the view of the generality of men; but
when the heart is quickened by the Holy Spirit and enlightened
by Him, then the guilt of it is seen to be infinite and you feel that
infinite merit is needed in Him Who shall redeem and save you.
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THE HIDDEN CUP.
THE city where I lived for many years before I was grown up, is
charmingly set among the long green hills, and we used to go for
many delightful rambles in the 'country around. One of these had
a special thrill of its own. It began, as many of our walks did,
in a long and dusty road, with a water-trough at the beginning
where the thirsty horses used to drink. Leaving on its left the
turning down to the farm where the eggs came from, and on the
right the lane that led to the picnic hill, the road led on past
the second seat, past the turning for Shadwick, past the Turnpike
house, till it reached the lane going up to the primrose wood.
This was a favourite haunt in springtime, the rough ground
between the trees dotted all over with pale yellow clumps; but
now we will walk straight through the wood to the open glade
beyond, where there is a bank with the wild thyme growing
and the violets blowing; sweet scented violets, white and purple.
On the far side of this glade there is a rough bit of cliff; and
scrambling up the side, we find ourselves at once on a glorious
stretch of grassy down. And now we have nearly reached the
end of our ramble; for what we are making for is the hollow at
the other side of the down, where the stream runs.

It was a lovely stream: a laughing, running, lively stream, with
a clear spring at the side; and I rather think there was a trough
with a spout through which the water ran unceasingly. It makes
me thirsty to remember it; and, of course, after our long tramp
we were always hot and tired and eager for a drink. But it is
not easy to get a really satisfying drink from a stream. So some
of the elder ones hit upon the plan of bringing a cup, and hiding
it beside the stream. Close by in the deJl was a tree with a
hollow in its trunk just at a convenient height; and in this
hollow was hidden the cup. I believe it was a Coronation cup,
with pictures of King Edward and Queen Alexandra on it; and
I think the handle was gone. There in the hollow tree the cup
remained; and every time we went that walk, the climax of
pleasure was reached as we crowded hot and thirsty at the stream,
and handed round the brimming cup. Whether anyone else
discovered our secret, we never knew; but nobody moved the
cup. It was always there in its dark hiding-place, ready every
time we wanted it to bring the clear cold water to satisfy our
thirst.

If you are among " the blessed company of all faithful people,
heirs through hope of God's everlasting kingdom, by the merits of
the most precious death and passion of His dear Son," then I
think we may share the message which the hidden cup has brought
to me. There are times in the lives of most of us when we long
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to satisfy our thirsty souls with a draught of the living waters
and the waters are withheld. The stream flows on as clear as
ever; but we cannot get at it to drink. You may not have
reached such a place yet; the Lord deals gently with the young
believer, giving him what he asks for in answer to his prayers,
and making the path smooth to his feet. But the time may come
(and probably will) when you call upon God, and it seems as if
He does not hear; when your soul thirsts for God, and you
cannot drink. "As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so
panteth my soul after Thee, 0 God." "I will say unto God my
Rock, Why hast Thou forgotten me?" "Thou didst hide Thy
face, and I was troubled." "How long, Lord? wilt Thou hide
Thyself for ever?" "Show me now Thy way ... that I may
iind grace in Thy sight." These are some of the complaints and
lamentations of the Lord's people, when they earnestly long for a
token of His favour.

Sometimes at a season like this, some well-meaning friend,
to whom yOtI have falteringly opened your mind, will reply, " It
is all your own fault; you ought to have more faith." But
faith cannot be produced just as you need it; it comes with other
gifts from above. And in this case I do not think the trouble is
due to lack of faith. You believe with all your heart that God
can supply your need, and that nothing else can; of this you are
quite sure. You have got past caring' whether the Lord answers
a particular prayer; the cry of your heart is rather, " Give or
not, as Thou wilt; only let me see Thy face, only let me drink
of Thee."

Now is the time to look for the hidden cup. Others of the
family of God have been this way before; how did they find
relief? You must follow the footsteps of the flock, and perhaps
they will lead you to the hollow tree where the cup is hiding.
Round about the place are David's footprints, and Paul's, and
Jeremiah's, and Joseph's, and Asaph's, and countless others.
If they could find the cup whicl! would bring the longed-for water
to their lips, perhaps it is still there for your use. Both David
and Asaph found it in the sanctuary of God; there they saw
His power and His glory. So in your time of despair, do not
forsake" the assembly of the saints." Perhaps it is there that
the Lord is waiting to be gracious to you, in some word from the
Scripture, or from hymn or prayer. Many have found relief as
they search the Scriptures; perhaps you say, " I seem so cold
and dead; the words seem empty of life to me." Nevertheless,
go on searching; the cup may be hidden there. Pray still
continually; whilst in your sorrowful numbness you still wait
upon God, who knows but you may find the hidden cup? and
at last He will break the silence. "For the Lord will not cast
off for ever; but though He cause grief, yet will He have com
passion according to the multitude of His mercies."

DAMARIS.
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HYMN FOR AIRMEN.

TUlle: " lELlTA."

GREAT PILOT, skilled to understand
All hearts on sea, in air, on land;

We pray Thee bless the men who roam
Above the earth and far from home ;

o hear us as we crave Thy care
For those who travel through the air.

Should thunder roll and lightning flash,
And planes through storms be. forced to dash,
o bid Thy servants-rain and storm-
To Thy controlling word conform;

o hear us as we crave Thy care
For those in peril in the air.

Give quiet nerve and steady hand,
Give hearts Thy grace to understand;
And may the blood for sinners spilt
Avail to cleanse each soul from guilt ;

o hear us as we crave Thy care
For all who travel in the air.

Should fog bewilder highest skill,
And baffle powers of mind and will,
And pilots grope through peril blind,
o lead them by Thy guidance kind;

o hear us as we crave Thy care
For those who wander in the air.

And if t'ward ·gleaming East or West
They turn their eyes in eager quest:
Give sense of sin and need of grace,
Lest they should fail to seek Thy face;

o hear us as we plead Thy care
For all who need Thee in the air.

And when this earthly life is o'er,
And looms in sight the other shore,
In humble faith may they depart
With trustful and obedient heart;

o hear us as we plead Thy care
For their last journey through the air.

A. E. WOOD.
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Written before the War, this prayer is more needed than ever.

Copies may be had from
Miss A. E. Wood, at 44, Stourcliffe Avenue, Bournemouth,

25 for 1/· post paid.
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CARRY BACK THE ARK.

A DECEASED friend once told us this of herself. She kept a
boarding-school which did very well for a while, but the numbers
fell off and she was in great disquietude and exercise. She was a
widow and had to find all the means for her own support and
that of her two little girls. This text came into her heart, " The
rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee." Strangely inapplic
able as it seemed, it cheered and comforted her; she believed
it was from her never-dying Husband Who could not fail her;
and presently the fruit of her hope returned to God Who gave it, in
praise and thanksgiving. She received a letter from a sheep
farmer in Australia who, having heard of her and her school,
wanted her to take his daughters as pupils. Of course she would
not have said that that was the fulfilment of Isaiah's prophecy
to Israel, but she did say that the promise was to herself in a
parable, and that the Lord opened it up to her joy and enrichment.

It says in the Gospel that without a parable the Lord spake
not to His disciples and when they were alone, He expounded
them. "We cannot tell what He saith," was their heartfelt
confession. But He opened their understanding and they knew
then that He came forth from God. There is no way of knowing
that the Christ of God came forth from His Father except by the
immediate enlightenment of the Spirit of truth.

But about the parables. The Old Testament is full of them:
the Word of God itself tells us this. No history is finished once
and for ever in and of itself. It has been repeated many times
over or applied in God's dealings with nations and with men.
Or it has spiritual application, " Which things are an allegory "
does not apply to the narrative of Hagar and Ishmael only. I
was wondering (but I fear without conclusion) what the signi
ficance of this is-when David fled from Jerusalem, Zadok and
Abiathar, urged by their love and sympathy and office, followed
him into the wilderness, taking with them the Ark of God.
David said, "Carry back the Ark of God into the city: if I
shall find favour in the eyes of the Lord He will bring me again,
and show me both it and His habitation." Zadok and Abiathar
no doubt knew of the former occasion when the Ark of God was
taken from its proper place and carried into the battle only to
be captured by the enemy. The symbol of God's presence must
be left where He set it. Intrinsic help is in Himself alone. God
had fixed the place for the Ark in Jerusalem. It would have
added sorrow to sorrow if David had to think of Jerusalem
without the Ark in it. He needed strength and succour as a
fixed thing; behind and before him.

It was expedient for the disciples that Christ should go and
take possession of His eternal throne, fixed for ever in heaven.
From thence He succours them and to Him they will return.
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The Lord said, " Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end,"
and He was with David. He did not take His Holy Spirit from
him. He sent him help from the sanctuary, and He strengthened
him out of Zion. If we in a sort of application, carry back the
Ark into the city, we may call to mind all the help, mercy, and
deliverance that He has wrought in the days of old, and hope in
Him that this God is our God and will be our Guide even to death.

FOLLOWER-ON.

HUMAN INABILITY.
NOTHING can act beyond ils own principle and nalure. Nothing
in the world can raise itself to a higher rank of being than that
which nature hath placed it in. A spark cannot make itself a
star, though it mount a little up to heaven; nor a plant endue
itself with sense; nor a beast adorn itself with reason; nor a
man make himself an angel. Thorns cannot bring forth grapes,
nor thistles produce figs; because such fruits are above the
nature of those plants. So neither can our corrupt nature bring
forth grace, which is a fruit above it. Grace is more excellent
than nature, therefore cannot be the fruit of nature. It is
Christ's conclusion, "How can you, being evil, speak good
things?" (Matt. xii. 33, 34). Not so much as the buds and
blossoms of words, much less the fruit of actions. They can no
more change their natures, than a viper can cashier his poison .
. . . Now God suffers His elect, like Lazarus, to lie in the grave
till they stink, that there may be no excuse to ascribe their
resurrection to their own power. If a putrefied rotten carcase
should be brought to life, it could never be thought that it inspired
itself with that active principle. God lets men run on so far in
sin, that they do unman themselves, that 'He may proclaim to
all the world, that we are unable to do anything of ourselves
at first towards our recovery, without a superior principle....
Will a man ever endeavour to run away from those lords which he
serves with affection? having as -much delight in being bound a
slave to these lusts, as the devil hath in binding him. Therefore
when you see a man cast away his pleasures, deprive himself of
those contentments to which his, soul was once knit, and walk
in paths contrary to corrupt nature, you may search for the cause
anywhere, rather than in nature itself. No piece of dirty muddy
clay can form itself into a neat and handsome vessel; no plain
piece of timber can fit itself for the building, much less a crooked
one. Nor a man that is born blind, give himself sight.-Slephen
Charnock.

WHAT a privilege is this, to possess God in alllhings while we have
them, and all things in God when they are taken from us.
JOHN NEWTON.
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ABOUNDING SIN DESPITE THE EVANGELICAL
REVIVAL.

IN his Letter XXV, written to the Earl of Dartmouth, John
Newton refers to the abounding sin of the nation. His letter was
dated November, 1776. The great Evangelical Revival had taken
place, yet the nation at large was given up to " abounding sin."
Newton's description of the nation might have been written for
to-day. He says :-

" The day in which we live seems likewise to call for something
of a peculiar spirit in the Lord's people. It is a day of abounding
8in; and I fear a day of impending judgment. The world as it
was in the days of Noah and Lot, is secure We are soon to have
a day of apparent humiliation; but the just causes for it are not
confined to one day, but will subsist and too probably increase
every day. If I am not mistaken in the signs of the times, there
never was, within the annals of the English history, a period in
which the spirit and employment described in Ezekiel ix. 4 could
be more suitable than the present. The Lord calls for mourning
and weeping, but the words of many are stout against Him; new
species of dissipation are invented almost daily, and the language
of those who bear the greatest sway in what is called the polite
circle, I mean the interpretative language ot their hearts, is like
that of the rebellious Jews (Jer. xliv. 16, 17, etc.).-As for the
word which thou hast spoken, we wiII not hearken to thee at all.
In short, things are coming to a point and it seems to be almost
putting to the vote whether the Lord or Baal be God. In this
state of affairs, methinks, we cannot be too explicit in avowing
our attachment to the Lord, nor too careful in avoiding an
improper correspondence with those who are in confederacy
against Him. We know how soon we may greatly need that
mark of providential protection which is restrained to those who
sigh and cry for our abominations. Upon the whole, it appears
to me, that it is more honourable, comfortable, and safe (if we
cannot exactly hit the golden lI!ean) , to be thought by some too
scrupulous and precise, than actually to be found too compliant
with those things which, if not absolute contrary to a Divine
commandment, are hardly compatible with the genius of the
Gospel, or conformable to the mind that was in Christ Jesus,
which ought also to be in His people. The places and amusements
which the world frequent and admire, where occasions and
temptations to sin are cultivated, where the law of what is called
good breeding is the only law which may not be violated with
impunity, where sinful passions are provoked and indulged,
where the fear of God is so little known or regarded, that those
who do fear Him must hold their tongues though they should
hear His name blasphemed, can hardly be a Christian's voluntary
chosen ground. Yet I fear these characters will apply to every
kind of polite amusement or assembly in the kingdom."
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POPERY.
IT is evident, then, that in the historical sense of the term, Popery
is no modern thing. It means a false system of Christianity.
It began in the earliest ages with a departure from the simplicity
of the apostolic faith and worship in the direction of sacerdotal
ism, priestcraft, and ceremonialism; was well developed in the
seventh century, more strongly developed in the eleventh century,
and from the twelfth century onwards was full blown and mature.
Popery is no modern word. And what it meant to Ridley and
Latimer, viz., the Romish system of religion, it means to-day,
only that now the system has added one or two additional errors,
the Papal Infallibility and the Immaculate Conception.-" The
English Church before the Reformation," by Canon Dyson Hague,
p.29.

THE TWO ADAMS.
THE children of Adam, as such, were without the kingdom; nay,
they hated and opposed it. Therefore God, from all eternity,
chose another Adam, a Servant in Whom He delighted, and upon
Whom was His Spirit, to be the beginning of a new creation, the
Father of a new family, the Head of a new organism. Christ
is the second Adam, the Man from heaven, the Parent and Origin
of the Church, the Head and Source of the kingdom of God.
Therefore doth Isaiah call Him, " the Everlasting Father," and
prophecy of Him, "He shall see His seed"; therefore is He
called the First-born among many brethren, the Head of the
body, the Church, the First-born from the dead. As there would
be no human race without Adam, so there would be no kingdom
of God among men without Christ. As Adam is the parent of
the children of men, so Christ is the Father of the Church. Thus
is Christ the first among many brethren; and when He rose
from the dead, He became the Source of life and glory to all the
children whom from eternity God had given Him. . . . At first
there is only one Man in the Kingdom of God, even Christ; all
Adam's seed are banished from it; all who are Adam's children,
born of the flesh, are flesh; they cannot enter-they cannot
even see the Kingdom of God. Christ is the beginning of a new
creation; and therefore, just as through connexion with Adam
we are dead in trespasses and sins, so, if we are to see the Kingdom
of God, we must be brought into living connexion with Christ.
If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; he belongs to the
new creation, the new organism, the Church of which Christ is
the Head.-Dr. Adolf Saphir.
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A PROTESTANT CHURCH.

IN the modern sense of the word-for it is really a modern-term
a Protestant Church is one that protests against the claims of the
Church of Rome; the claim of the Church of Rome to be Mother
and Mistress of all the Churches, and the truly Catholic Church of
Christ; and the claim of the Pope 'of Rome to dominate kingdoms
and thrones. But even more than that. A Protestant Church
is one that protests against the distinctive doctrinal system of
the Church of Rome; and protests not so much against one or
two of its extreme doctrines, as against the whole body of sacer
dotal, and ceremonial, and traditional religion as opposed to the
Scriptural, reformed, or evangelical system.... Protestantism
in its true meaning is not merely a negative protest against
Rome's errors; it is the solemn affirmation and establishment
of Scriptural truth, that is, the teaching of Christ and His apostles."
-( The Church of England before the Reformation, by the late
Canon Dyson Hague, M.A., p. 51.)

LORD WILLINGDON.

TRUSTING IN PROVIDENCE.

SIR FRANK BROWN writes: "Lord Daryngton's reference to
Lord Willingdon's strong but unobtrusive religious faith recalls
his reactions to the personal dangers at the home front of the
Battle of Britain. He and Lady Willingdon had abundant
experience in their London home of night bombing, both before
and after their visit on Imperial service to South America. He
told me a month or so after his return that he and Lady Willingdon,
while making every provision for the domestic staff to spend
each night in the basement, invariably went to their own room
on the first floor and slept, simply' trusting in Providence.' "
(" The Times," August 21st, J941.)

NO NATIONAL REPENTANCE.

IN a letter to The Times of Saturday, Sept. 27th, Lord Selborne
says that" the frequency of civil marriages without any religious
ceremony to follow and of divorces, is a pointer to the terrible
fact that a large portion of our po'pulation is living without any
conscious contact with God. We believe that we are fighting
for the most righteous cause for which a nation ever fought,
and God has been our salvation through two years of deadly
peril; but who dare say that we have earned it through our
righteousness? "
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THE MOST EVENTFUL DAY TO COME. Price 4d. (G. H. Fromow,
9, Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick, London, W.4.)

This is the report of the Twenty-first Sovereign Grace Advent
Testimony Conference held in June last at Highgate Road Chapel,
London, N.E.5. Seven addresses were given, the titles of which
were: "The Day to commence in Heaven"; "A Day of dis
crimination on Earth"; "A Day of Glory for Christians" ;
" A Day of Vengeance upon Antichrist"; "A Day of Earth
quake and Convulsion"; "A Day of National Conversion
(Israel) " ; and" The One Day of Prophetic Expectancy." All
these addresses were dealt with from a Scriptural point of view.
We warmly commend the report to all our readers whatever be
their views of the prophetic Scriptures.

MODERNISM. By W. Noel Clarke. Pp. 12. Price 2d. Postage Id.
(To be had from Pastor George Reeder, " Erith," Lime Avenue,
Bramford, Ipswich.)
Limits of space prevent us from saying much about this

pamphlet. After reading it through, however, we regret being
obliged to say that the majority of godly readers are not likely
to get any real spiritual help from its perusal, or even any really
clear and simple realization of what Modernism is. The author
is a minister, and we suggest that ministers of the Gospel should,
above all men, be simple and clear in their language. "Surrealism
is anthropocentricity gone mad" (p. 9) is one instance of language
far above the heads of ordinary people.

CHRIST'S COMING NEW ORDER. By Newman Watt~. Pp. 24.
Price 6d. net. (London Journalist Publishing House, 50,
Ladydell Road, Worthing, Sussex.)

This is a timely and excellent pamphlet, which shows how a
world order of unexampled attractiveness is foretold in Bible
prophecy, and that its establishment is dependent on the coming
of the Prince of Peace. "The government shall be upon His
shoulder." His dominion shall be world-wide, and He will reign
in righteousness. No satisfactory world order can be expected
under the rule of fallen men.

HAPPY GREETINGS, 1942. Pp. 32. Price 3d. Diary Edition:
pp. 64; price 7td.

This is the Lord's Day Observance Society's Calendar for 1942.
Larger quantities can be had cheaper. Orders should be sent to
Book Department, Lord's Day Observance Society, 108, Finchley
Road, London, N.W.3.
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THE CALL AND EARLY MESSAGE OF JEREMIAH. A Poem. B
the Rev. T. Pittaway, M.A. Pp. 16. Price Is'. (From the
author, the Rector of Rodden, Frome, Somerset.)

Mr. Pittaway has already manifested his poetic powers in poems
on Abraham and Joseph. The poem on The Call and
Message of Jeremiah, is fully equal in merit with the author's
other poems and much of its teaching bears upon the present
evil times. We may add that Mr. Pittaway is an appreciative
and regular reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

WHEN we say within our heart, " I, even I, nailed Him to the
cross," Jesus replies, " I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy
transgressions, Who loved thee and died for thee, Who sought
thee, and now have found thee." And He embraces us and
kisses us, and allows us to kiss Him (Luke vii. 37). Then it
is that the last cloud disappears, and it is peace and joy.-Dr.
Adolf Saphir.

HE never lets a great sinner, when changed into a penitent, wait
long for mercy; though He sometimes lets them wait long for a
sense of it.-Stephen Charnock.

EDITORIAL.

RECEIVED BY THE EDITOR WITH MANY THANKS :-REV. E. GRIMWOOD;' MISS
H. J. THOMAS; REV. T. PITTAWAY; REV. CYRIL CARTER; MR. H. H. BARTLETT;
MIss HOUGHTON; MISS R. COWELL; MISS E. M. CL'\RKSO '; MR. K. MATHESON:
MR. ROTHWELL LEE; MRS. K. MATHESON; MISS J. ALEXANDER; MISS L.
ORMISTON; DR. L. M. HOUGHTON; MRS. E. M. EWART; MRS. FULLER.

Exlracts from Correspondence.
From Rodden, Somersel: .. The magazine is a mine of comfort. In these trying

days we are shown in its pages where those supremely necessary resources lie which
alone can meet our need, and which are rooted in the promises of God's Holy
Word."

From a Somersel Clergymen: .. The days are dark from every point of view,
but the great principles for which the GOSPEL MAGAZINE stands are an unfailing
source of strength and comfort. I look forward to the coming of the magazine
month by month. It is most refreshing to see the truth unm1xed with error brought
before us so plainly."

From Dingwall: .. We appreciate your magazine very much."
From a Missionary in Africa: .. I have been very greatly helped by the GOSPEL

MAGAZINE, and its clear definite teaching has been and is of untold benefit in
stablishing our hearts upon God's truth, and thus being able to reject man's
reasoning."

From Granlham: .. You may be interested to know that if and when our minister
has a day off and we have no supply, we generally arrange to read something out
of the current GOSPEL MAGAZINE."

From New Barnel: .. I feel I must tell you how much I have enjoyed the GOSPEL
MAG.UINE, this month (October) especially . .. I feel a love to the dear writers."


