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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

READING AND MEDITATING UPON THE SCRIPTURES

« This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou
shalt meditate therein day and night; that thou mayest observe
to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou
shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good

success."-JOSHUA i. 8.

THESE words were spoken to Joshua. Moses was dead, and Joshua
was divinely appointed to take his place as leader of the people of
Israel. They had come to the borders of the land which God had
promised to give them, and Joshua was appointed to lead them
against the nations of Canaan. The divine assurance was given
that the conquest of Canaan would be certain and sure. "There
shll not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy
life.... Unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the
land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.". The Divine
presence was promised. "As I was with Moses, so I will be with
thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." It would require
strength and courage to face the enemies of the Lord's people.
"Be strong and of good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou
dismayed." It would also require strength and courage to face all
spiritual enemies and to "observe to do according to all the law,
which Moses My servant commanded thee. Turn not from it to
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the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whitherso
ever thou goest."

To stimulate obedience, however, it was necessary to read and to
meditate upon the Word of God day and night. This therefore
was strictly enjoined on Joshua. He was to be a daily Bible-reader.
Daily he was to meditate upon the Scriptures. Busy though he
would be in the conquest of Canaan, no work was to crowd out the
daily study of the Word of God. We are not all commanders-in
chief of an army. We are not all leaders of a nation. Yet we have
all plenty to do in our various spheres of labour. yet we. too. if
we are members of God's family, have constant and daily need to
be prayerful students of the Word of God.

" Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope" (Romans xv._ 4). This statement of the Apostle
was addressed to all the saints living in Rome. Many of them are
mentioned by name in the last chapter of the Epistle. Among them
were men and women, occupying, no doubt, various positions, but
all were reminded that the Scriptures were written for their
instruction, and hence they were to read and meditate upon them.
The same thing is true of the saints of God to-day. The Scriptures
were written for the spiritual instruction of all believers. Hence it
ought never to be true of any of us that we are neglectful of our
Bibles. There is, however, grave danger of our allowing our Bibles
to be crowded out. The daily newspaper, the magazines, the
thousands of books, the letters and circulars which come by post,
the conferences on Bible subjects, and annual meetings, may all
cause us to crowd out that daily study of the Word of God which is
needful for our instruction and upbuilding. 'vVe, to-day, "have a
more sure word of prophecy, ,whereunto we do well that we take
heed in our hearts as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until
the day dawn, and the day star arise."

This Word of "prophecy came not in old time by the will of
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy

Ghost" (H. Peter ii. 19, 21). The Bible is God's Word to His
people. It is infallible. We may get help, much help from teachers
whom God has set in the Church. Their expositions of Scripture
may often be a mighty means of blessing to our souls, but we should
never allow any teaching, however excellent and good, to crowd out
personal and individual reading and study of the pure word of God
itself. We read recently that "within a generation more than
2,000,000 copies of this (Schofield's) Reference Bible have been
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printed in this country (America).... There are thousands of
Christians at the present time for whom it is their principal source
of Biblical knowledge, as well as their final court of appeal. 'The
Schofield Bible says so! ,,, While it is true that really sound
commentaries on the Bible are often a real help, we suggest that the
Bible we carry about with us and read and study daily should be a
Bible without any human notes. We need to read and study the
fountain of truth itself, ever praying " Open Thou mine eyes that
I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law." It is not what
Schofield says or what any other commentator or expositor ;;ays to
which we should take full heed, but" What saith the Scripture? "
Our Lord never quoted any human author in the record of His \
teaching in the four Gospels. Every quotation was froin the inspired
Scriptures. We do not suggest that quotations from human writings
are wrong, but in the last resort our proof of any truth must be
from the Word of God. "Thy Word is truth." "To the law and
to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them" (Isaiah viii. 20). No human
writing can claim infallibility. Error or mistakes may uninten
tionally creep into the soundest of human writings. Not so the
Holy Scriptures. Hence, while rightly seeking aid from godly and
sound expositors or teachers of the Word, let us beware of neglecting
or crowding out that Word" which is a lamp unto our feet and a
light unto our path" (Psalm cxix. 105).

When we began this article we had no idea of saying all that we
have said, but there can be no doubt that 'even many of the Lord's
people do not study their Bibles enough, and perhaps the Lord may
stir us all up to become, more fully than we are, readers and
meditators upon the pure Word of our God.

Now a few thoughts on public and private reading of the Scrip
tures, on family teaching of the Scriptures, and upon meditating 011

the Scriptures.

1. First, we read of the public reading of the Scriptures.

It was customary in the Jewish synagogues to re'ad to the congre
gation the Old Testament Scriptures. Paul and Barnabas "went
into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and sat down. And after
the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the syna
gogue" gave them the opportunity to address the congregation.
Paul took advantage of this and in the course of his address he said,
" They that dwell in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they knew
Him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every



324 The Gospel Magazine

sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemning Him" (Actg
xiii. 15, 27).

This laudable custom of reading aloud portions of Scripture in
the assemblies of God's professed people on the sabbath day obtains
no doubt in all Protestant denominations. Our Lord Himself stood
up for to read in the synagogue of Nazareth on the sabbath day.
Then He expounded the Word He had read, and" All bare Him
witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out
of His mouth" (Luke iv. 16-21). Paul enjoined that his first Epistle
to the Thessalonians should" be read unto all the holy brethren."
In his Epistle to the Colossians he said, "When this epistle is read
among you, cause that. it be read also in the Church of the
Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the Epistle from Laodicea "
(1. Thess. v. 27; Colossians iv. 16). John sent the book called" The
Revelation J> to the seven Churches in Asia, and said, " Blessed is he
that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy." We
thus see that the Scriptures were not written with the intention of
storing them up in a library, a study, or a kitchen. They were
intended to be read and listened to and pondered. The reading of
the Scriptures in our places of worship is a most important thing.
We need to realise that they are the voice of God speaking to us in
the public assemblies. They need to be read distinctly, carefully,
audibly and reverently. The reader should certainly be a godly
Christian man, and he should be a man capable of reading
distinctly, clearly and audibly, a man who holds his head up while
reading, and who reads reverently, remembering. that he is reading
the Word of the living God. These important things are much
ignored in many places of worship. Unconverted men are often
asked to read the Scriptures in public, and often men are asked who
are not qualified to read, so as to be heard by a congregation. VYe
fear, too, in these days of Boys" Brigades that unconverted boys are
asked to read the Scriptures in places of worship.

We need to remember that the public reading of the Word of
God is no light matter. The reader should be a converted man and
he should be a man able to read for the profit of the hearers.

2. Secondly, we read of the private reading of the Scriptures.

Joshua W9-S enjoined privately to read the Word of God. "This
book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do
according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success" (Joshua
i. 8)..This injunction implies privately reading the Word day and
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night. But how could a busy man like Joshua do this? Evidently
he must regulate his life in such a way that he could comfortably
use portions of his time in reading the Word of God. He must rise
sufficiently early every mornipg for this purpose. Before he faces
men he needs to draw near and listen to the voice of God in His
Word. Half an hour may well be given up to private prayer and
private reading of the Word of God. If not half an hour, a quiet
time of a quarte~ of an hour may be secured.

Even a king when he sat upon the throne was to read the
Scriptures" all the days of his life, that he might learn to fear the
Lord his God" (Deut. xvii. 18, 19). This habit might through
divine grace lead to obedience, humility, and a long reign (vv. 19,
20). How very different might the history of the kings have been
if this injunction had been regularly carried out. The gross
idolatry and wickedness which characterised a large number of the
kings of Israel might never have been in evidence. The failure to
read regularly the Word of God led to Israel's ruin.

All the godly, whether men, women or children, need to be like
the godly man in the first Psalm. He, through divine grace, is
described as one who walked not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
'Stood in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seat of the scornful.
"His delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law doth he
meditate day and night." Such a man brings forth spiritual fruit
and the Lord prospers him.

Of course, circumstances differ, but all the godly need to
definitely give a portion of their time each day for the prayerful
and thoughtful pri~te reading of the Scriptures. We suggest that
all the Scriptures need to be read. A good plan is to begin at
Genesis and read a chapter every day and go on to the end of
Revelation. Then begin again and go on again.

"0 may these heavenly pages be
My ever dear delight;

And still new beauties may I see,
And still increasing light.

"Divine Instructor, gracious Lord,
Be Thou for ever near:

Teach me to love Thy sacred Word,
And view my Saviour there! "

(Anne Steele).

3. Thirdly, we read of family instruction in the Scriptures.
This is suggested by the language of Moses. He says to God's
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ancient people, and specially to the head of the family> "These
words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: and
thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children> and shalt talk
of them when thou sittest in thine house and when thou walkest by
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up"
(Deut. vi. 6, 7). There has been much discussion about religious
education in the day schools, and it is thought that t;he new Educa
tion Act is calculated to provide for this more satisfactorily than in
past times. It needs to be remembered, however, that there may be
much that is evil in so-called religious education. Do the authorities
in the schools believe in the infallibility of the Bible? Are all the
teachers converted men and women? Do they all reverence th·~

Word of God? Is the relegious education which they teach the
pure doctrines and- precepts of the Word of God? Do they believe
in the Bible doctrines of sin, the Atonement, Regeneration,
Resurrection, Eternal Punishment, and (he Coming again of our
Lord Jesus Christ? Is their teaching Romish or Modernistic or
both? Can parents rely on the teaching being thoroughly Evan
gelical and Protestant, or will the teaching be in part the doctrine
that much of the Bible is mythical, fabulous and unreliable? We
are living at a time when religious teaching in. elementary schools.
public schools, colleges and universities may be far from being the
teaching of the Bible. Christian parents need to be concerned
about the character of the instruction which is imparted to their
offspring. There is grave danger that even Christian parents may
be so concerned that their children should have a good secular
education, and that they may occupy good positions in the world.
and be " married well" as the saying is, that they may be largely
indifferent to the spiritual and Biblical character of the religious
teaching which they receive in educational establishments. Yet
what will it profit if our children gain high positions in the world,
if they lose their own souls? You may say in reply, "We cannot
save our children. God alone can lead them into the way of
everlasting life." True, but you can use the means. You can use
every right effort to have them rightly instructed in Gospel truth.
You can keep them from worldly company. You can avoid their
going to worldly amusements, to cinemas, theatres, and dances.
You can make their homes bright and happy for them. You can
seek to "bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord" (Ephes. vi. 4). You can take heed that God and His holy
sabbath are honoured in the home. You can arrange to take them
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to a sound Evangelical and Protestant place of worship twice every
Lord's day.

Let it be remembered that however excellent the school to which
you send your children may be, you, as a parent, cannot divest
yourself of your personal responsibility to instruct your children in
Bible truth. Thou shalt teach Bible truths diligently unto thy
children. Thou canst speak of these truths when thou sittest in
thine house, when thou walkest by the way. In the evening when
thou liest down, and in the morning when thou risest up, heavenly
truth should be on thy lips as occasion calls for it. To this end time
should be arranged if possible every morning and evening for family
reading of, and instruction in Bible truth, and for family prayer.
Evening prayer might well be immediately after tea or supper, when
all can be present. If one parent is unable to be present in the
morning, might not the other parent preside at family prayer for
the benefit of the little ones? Or if it is really impossible to have
family prayer in the morning always, may it not be arranged at
some convenient time in the evening?

There is reason to believe that family prayer is dying out. Is
not that a sign of spiritual degeneracy? Whatever the world may
do, gen\line members of the Lord's family need to be careful that it
may be possible for it to be said of their children that from being
children they have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to
make them wise ul1to salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus. (See n. Timothy iii. 15.)

Ye Christian parents, beware of neglecting those things which
help forward the spiritual and eternal welfare of your children.

4. Fourthly, we read of meditation upon the Scriptures.

There is a danger of being slipshod in our treatment of the
Scriptures. We may quickly read over a chapter and think nothing
about it. We thus get no profit from our use of the Scriptures. We
need, therefore, to meditate upon them. We need to consider them
thoughtfully., revolve them in the mind, seek to grasp their meaning
and to apply them to our hearts. Then to pray that we may behold
wondrous things out of God's Word, grasp clearly the truths taught,
and seek to fashion our thoughts, words, and deeds in harmony
therewith. This requires time, thought, and prayer. Only thus
can we profit by the Scriptures. The Reformers prayed that God's
people may" read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest" the Scrip
tures. Although there are printed notes on the Scripture portions
which many read, we think that readers of the Word need to pause
and think over the portions read themselves. We need in humhle
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dependence on the Spirit's guidance and teaching to meditate upon,
and think over, and apply to our hearts the Scriptures we read.
There is danger in being content with what others say, and· in
failing to meditate ourselves upon the Word of God. Just as those
who in public services use forms of prayer need in private and at
other times to pray naturally and in their own words, so we need
to meditate on the Word independently of the expositions of others.
To Joshua the Lord said, "Thou shalt meditate therein day and
night" (Joshua i. 8). Of the godly man it is written, " In His law
doth he meditate day and night" (Psalm i. 2). The Psalmist says,
" 0 how love I Thy law! It is my meditation all the day ... Thy
testimonies'are my meditation" (Psalm cxix. 97, 99).

We need to beware of letting others think for us, and thus fail
to meditate upon the Scriptures for ourselves. The thoughts of
others are often helpful, but let us think over the Word of God for
ourselves.

We need to meditate upon God's Word, upon Himself, and upon
His works. "My soul shall be satisfied with marrow and fatness;
and my mouth shall praise Thee with joyful lips, when I remember
Thee upon my bed, and meditate on Thee in the night watches"
(Psalm lxiii. 5, 6). "I will meditate also of all Thy work, and talk
of Thy doings." "I meditate on all Thy works; I muse on the
work of Thy hands" (Psalms lxxvii. 12; cxliii. 5).

In all our meditations we need to pray, "Let the words of my
mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight,
o Lord, my strength, and my Redeemer" (Psalm xix. 14).

"Afresh I praise Thee for Thine ever new
And blessed Word;

Daily'it comes to me, fresh as the dew,
This blessed Word.

Oh, be it mine, yet'more and more, I pray,
To meditate therein both night and day!

" What God hath spoken well demands our time!
His blessed Word.

Let patient loving toil search His sublime
And blessed Word.

Only to meditation is it given
To, taste the fulness of this truth from heaven."

THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk.
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ENCOURAGING OURSELVES IN THE LORD OUR GOD

" David encouraged himself in the Lord his God."
-I. SAMUEL xxx, 6.

AT the time referred to in this chapter David was in great distress
of mind. Saul was king over Israel. Through his disobedience,
the Lord had rejecte.d him from being king and had chosen David
for the post. Saul became aware of this and was continually
endeavouring to capture him and put him to death. In despair,
David had at last fled to the land of the Philistines with his six
hundred men, and he came to Achish, king of Gath. Achish gave
him Ziklag to dwell in, and there David lived for a year and four
months. (See I. Samuel xxvii. 1-7.) Later, war broke out between
the Philistines and Saul, and David consented to accompany Achish
and his army against Saul, pretending that he would fight against
Saul the king. The Philistines were given up to idolatry and we
cannot commend David for taking refuge among them and then
pretending that he would join them heartily and fight with them
against the people of Israel. The lords of the Philistines, 'however,
doubted David's loyalty to Achish, and under their influence Achish
sent David back to Ziklag. While David and his men were absent,
the Amalekites had invaded Ziklag, and burned it with fire, and
carried away all thc children and the womenfolk. Thus, when
David and his men were returned to Ziklag, they found the city

,burned with fire and their wives and families had been carried
away captive by the .i\malekites, and we read, "David, and the
people that were with him, lifted up their voice and wept, until
they had no more power to weep." No wonder that" David was
greatly distressed." He had been rejected by Saul. His lifc from
a human point of view had been continually in danger because of
Saul's malice towards him. The lords of the Philistines were against
him, and now the city which hc, his men and their families had •
occupied, was destroyed by fire and their families carried away
captive. His own men had also turned against him, and spake of
stoning him. Some of his troubles would seem to have been due to
failure to trust in the power and faithfulness of God, and his
consequent flight to a people who were idolaters. Now, however, in
the midst of all his troubles we read, "David encouraged himself
in the Lord his God." In effect he said, " Why art thou cast down,
o my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God;
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!for I shall yet praise Him for the help of His countenance" (Psalm
xlii. 5).

Having thus encouraged himself in the Lord, he enquired of Him,
"Shall I pursue this troop? shall I overtake them?" And the
Lord answered, "Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake them, and
without fail recover all" (1. Samuel xxx. 8). In God's providence,
and according to the divine promise, David was brought to the
place where the· Amalekites were "eating and drinking, and
dancing, because of the great spoil that they had taken." David
attacked them and smote them, and he recovered all that they had
carried away. He recovered all the women and children, and the
flocks and the herds which had been captured. Thus the Lord
wrought for David, responded to his faith and delivered his enemies
into his hand, and restored to him and his men their families and
their flocks and their herds. This experience of David is full uf
instruction for the Lord's people to-day.

1. First, we are taught that troubles may m manifold ways
come to God's people.

David, in spite of sins which he committed, was one of God's
people. When he encouraged himself it was "in the Lord his
God." Jehovah was his God. He' could say, "The Lord is my
Shepherd, I shall not want." He had faith in God's providential
mercies. He could say, " He restoreth my soul." There were times
when he went astray, but the Lord restored him, brought him back.
He could say, " He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His.
name's sake." Not in the broad way was he walking, but in the
narrow way, the way that leads to glory. He could say, "Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I
will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever." Thus he had the
assurance of the Lord's shepherd care, His restoring and leadim;
mercies, His divine presence (" Thou art with me "), the accompani
ment of His goodness and mercy all the days of his life, and an
eternal dwellingplace in the heavenly house of the Lord. The.
Lord was indeed his God. He experienced the divine promise given
to all His regenerated and pardoned people-" I will be their God,

• and they shall be My people." (See Genesis xvii. 17; Jeremiah xxxi.
33, 34; n. Corinthians vi. 16.)

Because the Lord was his God, he could speak of Him as his
Deliverer from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear, and
from the power and skill of the giant of Gath. Yet many were his
trials, and he wrote, "Many are the afflictions of the righteous."
But he did not stop there. He added, "The Lord delivereth him
out of them aH" (Psalm xxxiv. 19). David's case reminds us of 3.
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truth we do well to remember, that" In the world we shall have"
tribulation." Yet let us also remember that David's God is our
God. What He was to David He is also to His people to-day.
«This God is our God for ever and ever." "

2. Secondly, David's experience teaches us that whatever our
trials, large or small, we should encourage ourselves in the
Lord our God.

It was when David was greatly distressed that he encouraged
himself in the Lord his God. The Lord had been ~onderfully
mindful of him in all his past experiences. Great perils and dangers
and trials had abounded, but the Lord had delivered him, and he
believed' God would still bless him and be gracious to him. Surely
every child of God, as he looks back upon his past life, is impressed
with the wonderful way in which the Lord his God has wrought
for him. Hence, with John Newton he can say:

" His love in times past
Forbids me to think

He'll leave me at last
In trouble to sink:

Each sweet Ebenezer
I have in review,

Confirms His good pleasure
To help me quite through."

In Paul's second letter to Timothy he wrote, " At my first answer
no man stood with me, but all men forsook me." There was great
distress. But he went on, "Nothwithstanding the Lord stood with
me, and strengthened me ... and I was delivered out of the mouth
of the lion. And the Lord shall deliver me from" every evil work,
and will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom: to Whom be
glory for ever and ever. Amen" (H. Timothy iv. 16-18). Thus
Paul encouraged himself in the Lord his God.

3. Thirdly, David's experience teaches us that the Lord our
God is He in Whom we should encourage ourselves.

Our Prime Minister (Mr. Attlee), in view of our present national
trials and difficulties, said we need " faith in our democratic way of
life, and in the moral values by which we live, faith in freedom and
social justice, faith in the contribution which we have to make to
the progress of the world, and faith in ourselves." He said nothing
about (( faith in God." David felt that God alone was his refuge
and strength. He alone was his present help in the great trouble
that had overtaken him. To us the words come, "Put not your
trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom the~ is no help ...
Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is
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in the Lord his God." He is the mighty God Who made heaven
and earth. He is the faithful God" Who keepeth truth for ever."
He is the bountiful God Who" giveth food to the hungry." He is
the reigning God Who" shall reign for ever, even thy God, 0 Zion,
unto all generations" (Psalm cxlvi. 3-10).

David encomaged himself in a pardoning God, a faithful God,
a mighty God, in an abiding God, and he was not disappointed.
The same will be true in our experience. We 'shall do well to
encourage ourselves in the Lord our God. "It is better to trust in
the Lord than to put confidence in man. It is better to trust in the
Lord than to put confidence in princes" (Psalm cxviii. 8, 9). It is
better to have faith in God than to have faith in ourselves.

4. Fourthly. David's experience teaches us the advantage of
encouraging ourselves in the Lord our God.

As soon as David encouraged himself in the Lord his God he felt
his need of prayer. He needed divine guidance in his time of great
trouble, and he needed divine assurance of blessing. Hence he cried
unto the Lord for guidance and assurance. "Shall I pursue after
this troop? " he said. Shall I follow after these Amalekites who
have burned our city and carried away our wives and children?
Then he went on to pray, "Shall I overtake them?" They might
have escaped so far away that it would have been hopeless to
pursue them. David's God knew where they were, and how far
they were away from David. He knew also if it would be possible
for David and his men to overtake them. David knew that his God
was a God Who listened to the prayers of His people. He wrote,
"The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are
open unto their cry." At a later time in his life he wrote, "This
poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all
his troubles" (Psalm xxxiv. 6, 15). On this occasion, when David
was in great distress, his enquiry of the Lord showed he believed
that his Lord was a prayer-hearing God, and his belief was well
grounded. We read that David's God answered and said, "Pursue:
for thou shalt surely overtake them, and without fail recover all."

What a mercy was this answer to his earnest prayer! David
acted up to the word of his God. He and four hundred of his men
pursued and overtook his enemies and found them " spread abroad
upon all the earth, eating and drinking, and dancing, because of all
the great spoil they had taken." He attacked them, and "there
escaped not a man of them, save four hundred young men, which
rode upon camels, and fled." David was victorious over them.
"And there was nothing lacking to them (David and his men),
neither small nor great, neither sons nor daughters, neither spoil
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nor anything that they had taken to them: David recovered all."
What an advantage it was to David that the Lord was his God,

that he encouraged himself in Him, enquired of Him, and acted
upon His guidance and promise of blessing. The Lord was still
David's God. David no doubt acted sinfully in giving way to
despair and joining himself to an idolatrous king and pretending
that he would fight in his army against Israel, but the Lord was
still David's God. He was still faithful to him, heard his prayer of
distress, and wrought wonderfully for him in his time of great trial.

Yc who are God's people can say David's God is our God. He is
our God Who has cleansed us in the fountain of Christ's blood.
He is our faithful God, our ever-present God, our God Who does
not cast off His redeemed and believing people. He is our God
Who has chosen, called, and justified us, and Who intends to bring
us to glory. "This God is our God for ever and ever." 'Ne are
utterly unworthy of His grace and mercy, but we are assured of His
abiding faithfulness to all the members of His family. Therefore by
His grace we will afresh encourage ourselves in Him. We will rest
afresh on His promise which says, "Fear thou not; for I am with
thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee;
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of
My righteousness" (Isaiah xli. 10).

THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk.

lRetJiews anD .®otiCfS' of 1J3ooks.

FLEE FROM IDOLATRY: A MESSAGE FOR THE TIMES. Arranged
by Mr. Alfred W. Light. Pp. 16. Price 4d. each; 3/6 per
dozen (Sovereign Grace Union, 30-40, Ludgate Hill, London,
E.C.4.). .

THIS pamphlet is an excellent exposure of the great errors and idolatrous
practices of the Church of Rome. It consists of an excellent sermon
against Popery by Dr. Thomas Watson, Vicar of St. Stephen's, Wal
brook, London, until his ejectment, with about 2,000 other ministers, in
August, 1662, when the last Act of Uniformity was passed in the reign
of Charles H. Mr. Light has written an interesting biographical note
of the author of this sermon and has rendered a good service to the
Protestant cause by arranging for the publication of this excellent
.. Message for the 'Times." We hope t'his sermon against Popery will
have a good circulation.
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1&tlgrtm 1&apers.
WELLSPRINGS

.. 501 the Diall Dias finished."-NEHEMIAH vi. 15.
THE circumstances surrounding the building of this wall have some
noteable teaching in Holy Scripture. Let us by the Holy Spirit's
gracious enlightening seek to gather out some profitable lessons from this
beautiful story, to our souls' edification and God's glory. We must note
that the builder of it was Nehemiah, a man divinely chosen and equipped
for the work, as indeed all God's servants are. The truth underlies all
His methods and ways that when He wills to work by means, He calls
and qualifies His instruments to that work. Now Nehemiah (his name
signifies consolation, or repentance of the Lord, or rest of the Lord, or
conduct of the Lord) was a man of prayer and of a true penitent spirit.
I believe we have no fewer than ten recorded prayers of this dear servant
of God in this book; and it is beautiful to trace how, when under any
difficulty or trial or perplexity, he at once and instinctively betook him
self to that all-prevailing throne of grace and relied upon his prayer
hearing and prayer-answering God. Thus we notice that at the very
opening of his history, when summoned before the King Artaxerxes, his
royal master observed his faithful servant's countenance to be sad and
requested to know the reason. Then Nehemiah sent up to heaven's
courts just one of those brief, ejaculatory prayers which all the Lord's
family know so well in their chequered experience. 10 his monarC'h'~
enquiry, we read, .. So I prayed to the God of heaven, and I said unto
the king." It was just a brief cry unto God and a reply unto his earthly
monarch. No time to turn aside and fall on his knees in secret prayer,
but here to give an immediate answer to his sovereign. So, needing
speedy help from on high, the Lord's dear servant darted a prayer up
ward to his God, the King of heaven, and replied unto the king, his
earthly sovereign, and told him 9f all his trouble for his people and
nation. But our readers will have noticed that before this service in
which he had to appear as .. the king's cupbearer," we find a long and
graciously recorded prayer Of N ehemiah and how he summed up all his
requests with those forcible words in chapter i. 11.

o how blessedly real and effectual does the inwrought prayer of a
righteous man become in the hands of a precious Mediator, and how
surely do His children prove that when their God has raised in them
the spirit of prayer, He Himself has prepared the gracious answer.
Thus was Nehemiah's prayer abundantly answered and the heathen
monarch's heart wrought upon to give him every indulgence and freedom
to effect his purpose and desire. Beloved, you doubtless have been in
your private life as was Nehemiah in his public capacity, in that place
in which providences have hedged up your way and circumstances so
acute that there was no time nor opportunity to turn aside and seek



The Gospel Magazine 335

some quiet retreat where you co~ld pour out your complaint to your
God, Who heareth in secret. There has been no more time nor
opportunity for more than a cry of a word or two, such as .. Help,
Lord," or .. Lord help me," .. Lord, save or I perish." But it has been
sufficient and entered the ear of the God of all your pilgrimage and its
needs and exigencies, and you have again and again proved to your
relief and succour and timely help how

.. There is an eye that never sleeps,
Beneath the wing of night;

There is an ear which never shuts,
When sink the beams of light."

But we pass on to the verse of our meditation, where the Lord's dear
servant is in the work of rebuilding the waste places made by the enemy,
even the walls of Jerusalem which were broken down, and the gates
thereof which were consumed by nre, unmoved by the taunts of the
enemy and their base ridicule (ii. 19).

Nehemiah was as though he heard not. He looked beyond them all
and declared how" The God of heaven, He will prosper us," and so
He did, and so in spite of all the opposition and danger of the enemy
the wall was finished, and the enemy for that time brought to silence and
confusion of face. Is not that the spiritual experience of every child of
God, fellow-believer? Have you not been brought to such a spot, time
and place, and that not only once in your pilgrimage, that you have seen
all the impossibilities which stood in your way levelled, your mountain of
difficulties become a plain, and spiritually, if not temporally, where all
your threatening foes have been for that time vanquished, your wall of
difficulty surmounted, and you brought rejoicing in the way by which
your wonder-working God has wrought for and delivered you? Oh,
what a God He is! What can He not and what will He not do for
His people!

I was sitting recently by the bedside of an aged saint of God, and
having made some remark as to her being able to testify to the unfailing
goodne3s and faithfulness of her Go.d through her long pil8rimage (she
is upwards of 90 years of age), she seemed as though she could not give
expression to what she longed to say, and, after a pause, she broke forth
in her praise and with emphasis she said, .. Oh, He has been a good
good-good God to me," and one felt in that sick-chamber how true
heartfelt praise had glorined Him.

And so He has been and is to every child of His, and our song of
encouragement should be how .. He Who hath helped me hitherto, will

'help me all my journey through," for He forsaketh not one of His saints,
they are preserved for ever, and well kept are all the people of God in
spite of all their weary waiting times between. It was a remark of the late
beloved Convenor of the Clifton Conference in 1906 that dear Mr.
Ormiston, in opening up the subject, .. Prayer: waiting upon God and
waiting for God," called attention to the fact that there was an interval
of four months between the recorded prayer of Nehemiah in the nrst
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chapter, and the unrecorded prayer in the second chapter. And we
think of the sweet Psalmist of Israel, how he enjoined his soul to .. wait
only upon God," whilst there were doubtless many and, it may have
been, prolonged trials of faith in those weary waiting times. But this we
do know: that not one of His children ever wait upon their God in vain.
They may each and all encouarge their souls as did dear F. R. Havergal
in her sweet verses:

.. Thine eyes shall surely see, no distant date nor dim,
The Lord my God arise for thee, wail palienll)j for Him."

And each and all of His exercised children shall prove the strength and
the sweetness of His Own word, .. They shall not be ashamed that wait
for Me." The subject of our brief meditation at this time was" not
ashamed," was he? N ehemiah had waited upon and for his God, and
in spite of all enemies and obstacles, he saw the finishing of the wall; and
the Lord's dear servant well knew, as every' child of God does, that
•• Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me," as said their God. When" the
wall was finished," there was to be the dedication of the same. There
fore were .. sought the Levites out of all their places to bring them to
Jerusalem, to keep the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings
and with singing, with cymbals, psalteries and with harps," and they
each had their place and portion in the service appointed them. Com
pany after company, .. with the musical instruments of David, the man of
God," went in order, rank by rank, up the stairs of the city of David at
the going up of the wall, and so in order stood .. the two companies of
them that gave thanks in the house of God" (xii. 40), each and all
seeking to glorify God by this service of praise and to give thanks for
the completion of the work wrought by their God and to Whom all the
praise was due.

And you and I, beloved reader and writer alike, in our humble
sphere of service, let us daily seek the grace of supplication and praise;
watch God's hand at work for us, and His marvellous interpositions in
providence over our crooked and difficult places and trials. in however
hidden a sphere or remote corner of the vineyard in which we have our
appointed work, and we shall presently see how all along the good hand
of our God was upon us. .. SCl ~he wall was finished." In the hand of
a mighty God, faith .. can laugh at all impossibilities and cry it shall be
done." Every enemy that would grieve, annoy, and perplex the soul of
a child of God can be made to be .. still as a stone." In looking back
over our life's history, have we not often been brought to that place
where Israel of old stood still and admired the wonder-working deliver
ances of the mighty God of ] acob, for the feeblest of His saints? You
and I have been constrained to say spiritually of all our divinely-wrought
mercies and miracles, .. So the wall was finished."

Our God has His Own way and time and purpose of accomplishing
all that befalls His pilgrim people. Their faith may be tried exceedingly
and their patience well-nigh exhausted, but in His Own time and in His
Own way, even the perfect way of our covenant-keeping God, He will
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<:omplete what His Own hand has begun, and not one, from the greatest
to the least of His pilgrim people, will ever have to say their waiting was
vain. Therefore:

.. Rejoice, believer, in the Lord,
Who makes your cause His Own;

The hope that's built upon His Word,
Can ne' er be overthrown.

As surely as He overcame,
And triumphed once for you,

So surely you that love His name
Shall triumph in Him too."

R.

DETERIORATION

CHANGES for the worse often take place. This is often specially marked
in regard to the ministry in Churches. About forty-four years ago we
and our dear family spent two holidays in successive years at Combe
Martin, about five miles from I1fracombe. On the Lord's day we
walked to Berrynarbor Church. The Rector at that time was Reginald
Churchill. He preached in the black gown, and thus identified himself
with Reformation custom and Reformation doctrine. Recently we spent
a holiday at lIfracombe and visited Berrynarbor and went in and
inspected the Church. We found that Mr. Churchill had been Rector
for 54 years, from 1884-1938, and that he had died in the year 1941.
A great change had manifested itself in the subsequent years. There
were on the table a cross, candlestick, and flowers. Hymns Ancient and
Modern were in use, and the Eastward position was evidently in use.
These things denoted that the Church was now in sacerdotal hands. To
us, the changes which had taken place were to be deplored. The East
ward position and the presence of· a cross and candlesticks and flowers
on the communion table are clear evidences that the old Evangelical
,doctrines and practices are no longer characteristic of any given place of
worship. During the same holiday we noticed on the notice board of a
Church, some miles from lIfracombe, that what are called .. Sung
Eucharists" are held, and that on Saturday evenings Confessic!~s are
beard by the clergyman. There are no doubt cases where the Gos;::c1 in
its fulness and purity is not heard even in professed Evangelical
Churches, but it is, we believe, unmistakeably true that where the East
ward position is adopted and where the communion table is decked with
a cross and candlesticks, there sacerdotal teaching is to be expected.
This is surely contrary to Bible and Reformation principles. It is
deterioration.



338 TheCospel Magazine

~ertnon6' ann ~ote!3 of ~ermon6.

THE UNCHANGEABLENESS OF GOD

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE. M.A..
IN BETHESDA CHAPEL. DUBLIN. ON NOVEMBER 10TH. 1844.

" l'rnow that whatsoever Cod docth. it shall be for ever; nothing can be
put to it. npr an}}thing talren from it: and Cod doeth it. that mel~

should fear befol'e Him."-ECCLESIASTES iii. 14.

OUR text is taken from a very remarkable book. which I fear is very
little considered or studied by most of us. Two subjects seem to be
specially treated of in the book of Eccliastes; the first is. the vanity of
everything human; the second is. the stability of everything which is of
God-man nothing. God ever}}thing.

In the first chapter and second verse, the wise man gives, as it were.
a text on which he enlarges throughout the book. In the second chapter
we have. perh;-.ps. one of the most glowing pictures of human prosperity.
and eme of the most brilliant descriptions of carnal enjoyment which was
ever penned. The wise man tells us of everything he possessed. The
Lord seems to have given him an ability to roam through whatever
department of carnal enjoyment he pleased; he gives us a sketch of
everything he had loved and enjoyed. and he then tells us of the vanity
of all. He had been drinking largely of the streams which one would
think could satisfy the carnal desire. and they had left him thirsty.
There is a capacity in the soul for more than this world can give.
There is one tliing, and only one, which can satisfy the enlightened soul
and that is. Co:d Himself. And then, in contrast with this picture of
earthly vanity, we have thrown in, here and there, some precious views of
the perfection of God. In the second chapter. 26th verse. the wise man
says, "God giveth to a man that is good in His sight, wisdom, and
knowledge, and joy." As if he put it in this way-I have g:::ne into all
the chambers of worldly gratification to seek for something which could
satisfy the soul; I speak from experience. not from hearsay-" God
giveth wisdom. kno'l\'ledge, and joy"; I have tried what is intellectual;
I have learned much of carnal wisdom, but there it left me. 0, brethren,
when God pleases, He can send such a spring, such a stream, such a
gushing tide of precious things into the soul, as shall make us say, none
can teach like God.

In the third chapter, 11 th verse. we are told. " He hath made every
thing beautiful in His time, also He hath set the world in their heart. so
that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning
to the end." There is here an implied contrast; the world looks very
beautiful, but there is a brittleness about it-it seemed as though it would
support us-but as soon as we tried to rest our foot upon it. it gaV'ei/
The world seemed very beautiful; we took of its fruit. but ere long, it
showed that it was not what we thought it to be; within, it was ashes,
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and soon it went up in dust. Some of us may have read a great many
books on the vanity of human things; but, brethren, we ask you to take
this book and to read it, and we say you never read such a description as
that which is here presented to us, of the brittleness of earthly things, and
of the unsatisfying nature of all worldly good. And then, in the midst of
all this, there seems to be such a covering over of what is human, there
are such soul-refreshing and supporting views, that the soul is led away
from the things of man to the things of God, in the contemplation of the
wisdom, fixedness, stability, and constancy of His works.

Observe the points prominently brought before us in this verse.
You have, first, the constancy, unchangeableness, and stability of the

work of God set before you in the words-" I know that whatsoever
God doeth, it shall be for ever."

Secondly, you have the perfection of God's doings-" Nothing can
be put to it, nor anything taken from it." It does not want it; it is
perfect in itself. '

Thirdly, you are told the principle of God's actings-" God doeth
it, that men should fear before Him." His object seems to be to bring
out something that shall reflect His Own image.

Brethren, this is a vast subject. We pray that God the Holy Ghost
may be present in the midst of us at this time, that our coming together
may be for profit; that each one of us may take this portion, and find in
it a word for his or her own soul; may we derive comfort from it, and
see in it something of the soul's great salvation, to the glory of our
covenant God.

We said that this is a vast subject to preach upon, and why is it so
vast ? For this reason, because the right apprehension of this truth
involves the very perfection of God. Take away one particle of this
truth, and you shake the very Being of God. I cannot understand God
if I extract this truth.

There ~s not one who can speak at all intelligently upon this point, not
even one little one amongst us at all trained in the knowledge of the
things of God. who, if we were to speak to them upon this subject, would
not say that the truth which is contained in our text is involved in the
very nature of God. Well, we all adrriit it; our theory is right; we can
bring Scripture to bear on it; we can reason upon it; but then, as to the
practical part, we have received such a shock upon our moral system by
the fall, that we practically give the lie to the theory which we lay down.
When we shut ourselves up in our own little experience; when we go
into our own little world, we sometimes think that we see God acting
upon some little contingency; we are perplexed by the wrong going of
things; we begin to be impatient; we say there is a wrongness. We lay
down a right theory, but we deny it every day of our lives in practice.

Now, here is a great subject for our thoughts to go out upon-for the
finite to contemplate the infinite-for the little mind of man to reach
after the contemplation of the vast mind of God! It is a very difficult
subject, and I feel I am running the risk of being a little obscure when
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I speak upon it; but I think it a subject of importance. I know that my·
comfort, and I know that your comfort, children of God, depends on
laying hold for ourselves individually of this great truth; for, when once
established in it, we will not be easily blown about by every wind of
doctrine. -

When I speak of the mind of God being immutable, I would say this
word; what we want to take into our conception of Dei~y, is, that God is
one pure, simple, uncompounded mind; or, perhaps, to explain my
meaning better, I should say that God is one simple, uncompounded unit.
You and I have to take in ideas by succession; we often think a great
deal of a thing in which there is really very little. There is no succession
in the mind of God; God does not take in ideas in a train as we do.
The greatness of God consists in this very thing-God wills; and His
actions are just the expression of that will. The actions of God are
according to His will; they re-echo His will. Thus we read in the first
of Genesis-" God said. let there be light, and there was light."
Again, there is no time with God. If things do not follow in succession
in the mind of God, then, consequently, there can be no change in His
mind. God is not dependent upon circumstances. Circumstance is
God's machinery-God's creature. Now, you and I admit all this, but
we do not live upon it as we ought. And then take another point.
There is no future with God; there is no evolving, no unrolling, no un
folding of the future with God. This is a very difli.cult subject to speak
upon; our desire is just to bring before you what Scripture teaches us.
We shall know more about it by-and-by. In the mind of God there is
but one idea. All the complex actings of man, all the intertwinings of
all his compound actions, all are before the mind of God; there is no
succession with God; no past, no future.

Then you may, perhaps, say, there are seeming contradictions to aIr
this in Scripture. God has condescended to speak after the manner of
men in compassion to our ignorance; but all those seeming changes are
just the result of arrangement in the mind of God. None of those
changes could ever have taken place without Him. All the beautiful
train of circumstances is brought out according to the purposes of God.
Divine appointment governs all.

And now we come to the effect of all this on the Church. It is not
a dry matter of speculation, to show you how all we have been saying
bears upon the present and eternal interests of the Church, collectively
and individually. Why, when I read this truth my mind goes out upon
the kingdom of grace; and when I see the Lord's people buffeted as they·
are by temptation without and within, I find something fo~ my own soul
to rest upon; and I make this proposition and assertion, that it pleasea
God in the infinity of His Own mind to make His Church, His elect
people, the platform on which He would exhibit the perfection of His
Own glory. Just turn to the third of the Ephesians, where the Apostle
Paul says-" Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this
grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the un~earchable
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riches of Christ; and to make all men see what is the fellowship of the
:mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God,
Who crea~d all things by Jesus Christ; to the intent that now unto the
principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the
Church the manifold wisdom of God." And if you read at your leisure
the first of Ephesians, you will find the same truth declared.

And now, by the way, we take up an objection to all this. Infidels
"have thought themselves mighty wise when they have said, 0 what a
notion you must have of God, to think that He Who can take in at one
glance past, present, and future, could concentrate His great rr::J.d, and '
fix it with microscopic view on that insect, that worm, man! This
obiection ha~ been brought forward by infidels, wild persons inflated
with their own pride, who-do not understand the Bible; but to all this I
have but one simple answer, I would not condescend to give another.
I cannot prove it but with my Bible; I take my Bible, and t~ey trample
on my Bible; as to the proof of it being the Word cf God that is
another thing; I have full proof that it is. Therefore, believing it to be
Cod's Word, I go to it, and I say, Poor, and contemptible, and insig
nificant, and worm, as man is, never tell me that man is contemptible and
insignificant in the sight of God when I see manhood exalted to the right
hand of God-and when God, the vast, the mighty God, was pleased to
take upon Himself our nature, and now wears it at the right hand of the
Majesty on high. After all this, never tell me that man is insignificant.

Now I go back to our former position. God was pleased to take His
Church, and to make it the platform on which He would exhibit His
Own glory. And here I see something of the wisdom of God. It
pleased God to allow His designs to receive the hardest blow which
they ever received, at the fall of man, in order to show the immutability
or His counsel. I see that sin gave a dreadful shock, which see!Tled to
-shatter one of the mightiest works of God. But did it shake the designs
of the Lord? Did it alter, speaking after the manner of men, the
purposes of God? No; it was the very means which God was pleased
to use, to manifest His great prerogative of bringing good out of evil. I
look again at the works of God, and I see sin introducing death; it
-seemed to stifle and to destroy man ~hen it had laid his body in the
dust. There was that creature, man, a beautiful image of God himself;
the devil takes it, breaks it up into pieces, into bits, and man becomes
"atoms, dust. Does this destroy the purposes of God? No. God has
beer. pleased to teach us that the time will come when He shall aather
together those scattered atoms." Again, I read of a still future p~riod,
when this vast creation shall be burned up in one universal fire. Shall
Cod's purposes then be destroyed? No. Out of the ruin, the wreck,
God shall create a new heaven and a new earth; God's purposes shall
never be destroyed.

And when I look at the work which God has done in the salvation of
His Church-and when I look at the way in which God carries out His
purposes with regard to that Church, I see that He has done everything
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to secure the stability of His purposes. God's Own Son came into this
world and gave Himself a ransom, a propitiation for the sins of His
people. You remember what the Apostle tells us in the 'fourth of
Galatians-" When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth
His Son" (His Own Son), " made of a woman, made under the law,
to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons." None other but God's Own Son accomplished the
work; nothing can be put to it, nothing taken from it. Rea,d at your
leisure the ninth and tenth of Hebrews, where we are told that, " By
one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."

I look again at the Church, and I see what God is doing in the
Church. He has purposed that His Church shall be saved, and if shall.
I look at everything which God has done in the Church, and in every
individual of that Church, and I see that the poorest, the weakest, the
most tried member of it shall be saved. And what has God done in
order to secure this? He has implanted in the souls of all His people, by
His Spirit, life. Each one of them is a temple of the Holy Ghost-" an
habitation of God through the Spirit"; though perhaps the passage to
which I allude may specially refer to the Church collectively, still it is
true of the individual believer, I may be speaking in the hearing of some
who are ready to say, 0 if you knew how much there is in my heart to
stifle the work of the Spirit of God! Some there may be who can echo
my experience, when I say the devil has done everything in his power
to destroy spiritual life in my soul, and to take me out of the hand of
Jesus; but, blessed be God, He has put His Spirit into our hearts, and
we shall be kept alive-nothing shall destroy us.

We would here throw out a remark-though not, perhaps, specially
connected with our present subject-with respect to the children of
Israel. If ever there seemed to be a shaking, a crumbling, a shattering
of the purposes and designs of God, it was in the case of that chosen
people. And what are they now? A scattered and a peeled people
prophecies and promises all seem to have failed; God's Word still holds
out to them promises upon promises, prophecies upon prophecies, and all
interwoven with the unchangeable character of God-all showing us
that " God hath not cast away His. people," This is what God hath
done, and what He will do with His Own people on a large scale
nationally. And there is something analogous to it in the experience of
every individual believer, through the redemption of Christ; and· in the
fanning, cherishing, and keeping alive the divine fire in the soul.

But it is added in the words of our text-" Nothing can be put to
it." This truth seems to be presented as a matter of course. Here is
the perfection of the work. 0, brethren, what are we to think of those
wretched systems which have been planned by men? I know not what
name to apply to them. There is in thell) something so derogatory to God,
and so insulting to the work of the Lord Jesus. They lead man away
from God, and from the work of Christ to his own miserable doings, in
some way or other to make himself a fit recipient of the grace of God.



The Gospel Magazine 343

Why, were we to offer such comfort to the soul, feeling its sinfulness, we
should be only administering a cup of poison. Brethren, Scripture
teaches us that the Lord's people are" complete in Christ." Nothing can
be added to His perfect work. 0 that the Lord would fasten conviction
orr your minds, that the work is done-that the Lord Jesus spake truth
when He said, in that sweet prayer in the 17th of John-" I have
finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do." May the Lord shake
to the very centre those souls who have not yet believed that the work
depends not upon any contingency, that there can be no failure-that it
depends not upon man, but upon the person and work of God's Own
co-equal Son.

" Nor can anything be taken from it." Here we have the same idea
in another form; it is a steady, solid, perfect work; nothing can damage
it, nothing shake it, nothing disturb it, nothing can be put to it, nothing
taken from it. 0 what a precious thought for God's poor people, when
they feel all that the enemy is doing! God has designed to save His
people, and they must be saved. His purposes must be carried out; their
names never shall be taken out of the Lamb's book of life; not a single
member of God's family shall be missing at the last day; not one blot
shall there be in the book of life; not one name shall ev~r be effaced
from it.

You remember when Moses made that sweet song for the comfort of
the children of Israel, when he made them lisp out something of the
praises of God in their song; in the fourth verse of the 32nd of
Deuteronomy, after speaking of God being their Rock, he says-" His
work is perfect, for all His ways are judgment; a God of truth and
without iniquity; just and right is He."

- Now, see how this bears upon our passage through this wilderness
world. If we could only believe that there can be nothing added to the
work of God, nothing taken from it, how it would silence all unbelieving
doubts and fears! 0, that in the midst of our perplexities, sorrows,
and trials, we could just lay hold of this truth, that there is perfection in
the works of God; that not a link, not a pin, not the smallest part of the
great machinery of God's providence could be spared. When you and
I see something in God's dispensations which we think should not be
there, and we ask, Could not God spare that trial? though the eye may
be dimmed with tears, yet faith says, No! not one link could be spared;
not one pin could be taken out. There is such perfection in the work
nf God, that if I were to lay hold on it. I should only disturb it;
if I were to touch it, I should only .mar it. Oh what tides of rich comfort
would flow into the soul, if we did but believe and live upon this precous
truth.

Now, observe the principle of all this dealing-" God doeth it that
men should fear before Him." There seems to be one great principle
whioh runs through all the dealings of God, which is the bringing out
some great revenue of glory to His Own name. "God doeth it that
men should fear before Him." What are we to understand by this? I
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would say that there are three elements in the fear of God. You can
take them and think over them at your leisure.

The first is, an acknowledgment of God. The world does not
acknowledge God; it can live without Him. The child of God sees the
Lord's hand in everything; and when your contingent events, as the
world terms them, happen, the child of God says, There is the Lord's
hand.

The second element in the fear of God is submission. There is a
silencing of those fears-those rebellious thoughts that rise in the soul
a desire to receive from God's hand, with submission, whatever He gives.

The third element is acquiescence in God's will. It is not saying or
thinking, the hand of God is upon me; now I must humble myself, that
I may be exalted: but it is something of the spirit of the Psalmist, when
he said-" I was dumb; I opened not my mouth, because Ti10U dids~
it·" There is acquiescence-a belief that all is wisely ordered in love.
All the perfections of God are enlisted on behalf of His people; all are
joined together in one great current for their good.

Now, then. we have these three elements in the fear of the Lord.
And my mind goes on. I am looking forward to the time when God
shall make a great display of His perfections-when all His intelligent
creatures shall See what He is, when He shall be pleased to lift the
curtain which now hides His glory, and when all the things of which
we have been speaking shall be brou(Sht out in their fulness before an
ungodly world. Oh what a book will this be for them to read! They
will then see the page of God's design enforced in fact. It is a tremen
dous thought to look forward to the time when an ungodly world shall
have to acknowledge God, when " every knee shall bow to Him."

And now, a word as to the use that you and I are to make of all this.
Those amongst us who have known anything of God should use it for the
comfort of their own souls. Under all perplexities, in seasons of dark
ness, when all is confusion, we ought to wrap ourselves in this truth, the
unchangeableness of God; silencing thus every doubt, thus humbling
ourselves, thlls bringing ourselves down. And then think of the support,
the great support, which this trut!l affords to God's dear children, in the
midst of all their trials and difficu"lties. Oh, we would ask, how many
they are? What seasons of darkness and deadness-what struggling,
what sinfulness; how many changes! In the midst of all, He never
changes. What He wills He performs; for His purposes never shall be
shaken.

But then, are all in this con~regation. the people of the Lord? Answer
it to yourselves, dear brethren. Whether you are or not, you have known
something of the changes and difficulties of this world. There may be
some of you who have been made familiar with affliction, and who have
felt the cloud of adverse cin.:umf,tances crossing the path of prosperity.
Some of you may have passed from health to sickness and weak'hess.
Some there may be who have travelled longer through the wilderness of
this world, who are brought to feel the infirmities of age. We ask you,
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has the man of the world any resting-place for his wearied soul? Is
there one present who will tell me, I have tried the world, and it has
answered my expectations fully-(you dare not say it)-and it will
support me in the end, when sickness and death come? Oh, will it?
You dare not say it Give me the man of the world who would have
courage to say this; he dare not do it. Now he is opposed to God's way
of saving sinners; he will wrap himself in his own righteousness. But
when all this is past. and when the Lord shall be acknowledged by all
by rebellious sinners, as well as by His Own people, what will you do
then? All you can do now is to shut your eyes to fact. What a poor,
cowardly thing it is, when all that you can do is to blind your eyes to
realities! What would I do if I had to tell you, to look to yourselves for
salvation? Oh, I could not do that.. I have been endeavouring to open
out to you the security of the Church. I have told you of the perfect
work of Christ; nothing can be added to it, nothing taken from it. Why,
it is a great salvation. We could take the sinner to no other .region for
comfort.

I pray that some poor sinners' amongst us, at this time, may find a
resting-place for their souls. and may be taught from experience to say,
that they never knew peace till they found it in Christ. And now, poor
sinner, who may be drawn to see the iniquity of your sin. you have been
told of a salvation, full, free, everlasting. We pray that the Spirit of
God may apply the truth in power to your souls, for Christ's sake.

.. THE GLORY OF CHILDREN"

REHoBoAM reigned over two tribes-Jeroboam over ten, and war
between them was continual. When Rehoboam died, his son, Abijah,
became king. He was inclined for peace, and to urge it stood on Mount
Zeinaraim and made a speech. He charged the usurper and his .. vain
men" with having attacked his father" when he was young and tender
hearted and could not withstand them." As a matter of fact Rehoboam
was forty-one when he came to the throne. That seems not altogether
young when all knew that .. the days of our years are threescore years
and ten." Also Jeroboam might have said that if whipping with
scorpions was a tender proceeding, woe be to them who came under such
harsh treatment. But Abijah's protest came of patriotic devotion. and
of filial regard and affection. Jeroboam took no notice of it. Cod,
however, honoured it, gave Abijah so effective a victory that Jeroboam
did not again recover strength for war. Abijah had put his trust in God,
and had pleaded the cause of his father. That was what Jotham did
when the upstart Abimelech exalted himself on the death of Gideon.
He began his maladministration by slaying all Gideon's 70 sons with
the exception of Jotham. When Jotham heard that they had crowned
Abimelech, he went and stood on the top of Mount Gerizim and made an
oration. He pleaded the labour and sacrifices of his father. .. My father
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fought for you and adventured his life for and delivered you out of the
hand of Midian." But godless Abimelech was not moved from his evil
way: God left· him to his later destruction, thus fu!fillin~ the purport of
] otham's fidelity and truth. One might think (as the Lord said) that
]otham and Abiiah and the Rechabites who honoured their fathers'
words, works, and memories, will .. rise in judgment" against the wicked
Absalom, who did all he could to break the heart of his devoted parent.

When the Lord was with us here, there came to Him a distressed
father saying, .. Lord have mercy on my son, for he is a lunatic."
Another said, .. Sir, come down ere my child die." Every paternaT
pulse quickened with sympathy and apprehension. But they did the best
that we can ever do for those we have carried in our arms. They
brought them to Jesus, and He made them well.

God said to Israel, .. If I am a Father, where is Mine honour? ,.
What complaints He might well bring against them. They forgot Him.
they chose other gods, they were weary of Him. But He remembered
them still, and visited them with merciful judgment, restoring them t()
Himself and causing their hearts to be encouraged in His love.

FOLLOWER-ON.

ALL BELIEVE.RS ARE SAINTS

THERE are those who lack this testimony because they believe that it is
meant only for certain exceptional Christians. They believe, in other
words, that Christians are to be divided into great and small, exceptionaf
and ordinary. .. Ah," they say, .. a man like the Apostle Paul is such
an exceptional and outstanding man-he is a man whom one would
expect to have this assurance, this certainty. But I," they add. .. am
just an ordinary Christian." Now this is really serious, for what the
Apostle says here is this, .. the Spirit beareth witness with our spirit, that
we are the chldren of God." He includes all those Christian members
of the Church at Rome with himself. Nowhere does the Apostle teach
us, or any other of the Apostles, that these blessings of the Christian life
are reserved only for a certain chosen and special few. Every Christian
is a child of God, every Christian is called to be a saint. It is to me not
only pathetic but even tragic that in our Protestantism we still persist in
recognising so many un-Christian and unscriptural divisions and distinc
tions. We persist in allowing the Roman Catholics to influence us int~

thinking that only certain people are saints and that therefore only certain
people can have this aS3urance of salvation. The answer of the Apostle
is that every Christian should have it, and again the history of the Church
proves abundantly that it is a blessing and a testimony that all sorts and
kinds of people have possessed. In the Church there is to be none of
these artificial distinctions; in this respect we are all, if we are Christian.
children of God.-DR. MARTYN LLOYD-]ONES.
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.. HOW CAN WE KNOW THE WAY?"

347

IT was Thomas who asked this question, and several times lately I have
been reminded of it. I have been on holiday in North Devon; and one
afternoon. when I was with my sister outside a beautiful seaside village.
we saw a rough signpost on the main road with .. Path to the Church"
on it in badly-formed letters. The sign. pointed down a narrow lane.
dark and mysterious. Entranced by the look of it. we followed the
15hady path and came to a little singing stream. .. Keep Right" said
another notice, making us keep to the bank of the water. Then came
another board,' which said .. Follow the stream until further notice."

We went on and on along the little narrow path; dark trees overhung
it, with only an occasional flicker of sunshine through the leaves. The
bank of the stream was muddy and a little slippery; the little brook
besides rushed on merrily, with lovely ferns growing luxuriantly on the
further side. There was no sign at all of the church to which the path
was said to lead; but the view before us was shut in by trees and hedges
as wc followed the twists and turns of the stream. But the last sign had
told us to follow the stream .. till further notice," so we went on
obediently, and presently were rewarded by emerging into a field which
a new board told us to enter. Ascending this field by the path. we left
the stream altogether, and now began to get larger views. There was
'still no church to be seen, however. We kept coming to gates which
were marked" No Footpath," but then there was always one which
:said .. Footpath," so it was impossible to make a mistake.

At last a path led right across a farmyard, through the strutting hens,
with the horses grazing near, and the cows lowing in the field beyond.
It looked as if the path led straight to the farmhouse and nowhere else,
but the directions had not failed us before, so we still went on un
questioningly. More closed gates proclaiming" No Footpath," and
one that said .. Footpath," led us round the house and out on to the
hillside beyond.

And now what a glorious prospect opened up! The whole combe
lay before us, the tall tower of the church at one end commanding the
'scene, and the combe running down between the hills to the sea, splendid
in blues and greens. We stood and gazed, drinking in our fill of
loveliness.

But the path still lay before us, skirting the side of the hill. Now it
·dived down into a green lane like a tunnel, where all the view vanished,
.and we were hedged in on every side. But we knew we were on the
right path because it was the only one; and a few minutes later it brought
us out into the road; and there stood the church.

This country walk reminded me of the Christian's walk through life.
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His aim is to reach heaven; how. can he know the way? The way is
Christ Himself, as the Lord Jesus told Thomas; and anybody who is
.. in Christ" is sure of reaching his destination. We can only be .. in
Christ" if we have been adopted into the family of God through the
new birth, given by the Holy Spirit. This is the first essential. But I
was thinking more of the experiences of the children of God by the way.
How was our walk like the way of life? F or one thing we can learn
that the Bible is all that the wayfarer needs to guide him. All the
directions were written so that nobody could mistake them. It was
impossible to go wrong if we obeyed the written signs. .. The' wayfaring
man, though a fool, shall not err therein. " We need not be in doubt
about our path if w(: study the Word of God. I believe there is an
answer in the Scriptures to every difficulty that you can imagine. You
may long for human help, or for some special sign from God to guide
you; but the Word itself is enough. Of course, if we had been blind.
or walking in darkness, the written signs would have been useless; and
so we must pray that the Holy Spirit will open our eyes, and shed His
light upon the Word.

Another thing that struck me was that sign which read, .. Follow the
stream till further notice." This often has its counterpart in the lives
of Christians. They are placed somewhere by the Providence of God,
and there they find they have to stay. This is sometimes very hard to
do. The young Christian especially is apt to plan his life as a succession
of leaps and bounds, full of interest and excitement. Then he finds him
self told to .. follow the stream until further notice." .. Yes," he will
think, .. I know that is the direction, but I never thought it meant for
years and years. The way here is too narrow and shut-in for me; I
want more scope for my powers; I want to see more results from my
work for God." So he is tempted to become impatient, and to try to find
a way out for himself-forgetting that his duty is not to multiply good
works, or to judge his work by its results, but only to obey the written
Word. He is to follow the stream until further notice.

After a long time in the sa~e path by the stream, suddenly the
change comes, and the direction is altered. We all know how this may
happen by some providential change.in circumstances. And now it would
be just as wrong to cling to the old path as it would have been to leave
it before. We must be ready to follow the Divine guidance wherever it
may lead us. Yet we are so foolish that often those who chafed against
the sameness of the path at first, have grown so used to it by long habit
that they dislike the thought of change at last. But the sign is there, and
we must follow.

The written signs in our walk were both positive and negative.
.. Footpath" appeared boldly on one gate; that was the positive sign.
But for everyone like that there were two or three closed gates with
.. N 0 Footpath " on them; that was the negative sign. F or showing the
way, these closed gates were as important as the open ones. I think we
often make mistakes in trying to force open a shut gate, or climb over it,
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when we ought to plod on patiently till we come to the open one which
marks- the footpath. You can think of many. instances of shut doors.
A Christian boy, for instance, resolves to enter the ministry; he prayer
lully sets himself to study for it. But suddenly he finds himself the only
support of his widowed mother, and he must begin at once to earn
money. The gate to the ministry is marked" No Footpath." Or a
Christian girl longs eagerly to be a missionary; but the doctor says she is
not fit to live abroad-another shut gate. Only we do not like shut
gates, and we think we can easily climb over them. But if that boy had
persisted in his first ambition, could he have expected blessing in his
ministry? Or the girl whose ambition was the mission-field, would she
have been a success in it if she had ignored the doctor's verdict? The
Lord may give outward prosperity to such of His w~ward children, but
He is apt to send .. leanness of soul."

During our walk, when we saw that the way seemed to come to a
dead stop at the farmhouse, we began to wonder if we were in the right
path. And so when all doors seem closed upon him, the Christian is
tempted to doubt and fear. He must do' as we did; we reminded each
other that all the directions had proved right so far. The believer must
look back and recall how the Lord has led him hitherto; he must
.. praise Him for all that is past, and trust Him for all that's to come."
And oh! what a grand view there was when having gone on in faith we
followed the path around the house and came out on the open hillside.
It is to those who have trusted Him in darkness and in difficulty that the
Lord sometimes gives glorious views of Christ the Saviour, of His
wonderful work, of the life eternal, and of the heavenly home.

DAMARIS.

THE CINEMA HABIT

WEEKLY VISIT BY THIRD OF ADULT POPULATION.

THE cinema-going habit of persons over the age of 16 is the subject of
a report compiled by the Social Survey from information collected after
an inquiry made last year in the months of March and October.

The frequency of cinema attendance, the reports states, varied with
age, older people going to the cinema much less frequently than younger
people. Of the adult population' 32 per cent. go to the cinema at least
once a week, and 13 per cent. more'than once a week. Of children of
school age 65 per cent. go to the cinema once a week or more, and only
5 per cent. keep entirely away from the cinema.

These figures, and those that follow, apply to the season of the year
in which the inquiry was made. Women are slightly more inclined to
visit the cinema than men. Of the total adult cinema audience, 37 per
cent. is composed of people varying in age from 16 years to 29.

The average pricepaid for cinema seats by adults during the period of
the inquiry was 1/9.-(The Times, Sept. 23rd, 1947).

,
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~rottGtant JJ5taCon.
THE ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN CHURCHES

A BRIEF EXAMINATION INTO THE DANGERS INHERENT IN ANY

FUTURE CONCORDAT.

THE visit paid by the Archbishop of York to Moscow last year (1943).
and his reception by the Patriarch of the Russian " Orthodox" Church.
have brought into fresh· prominence the efforts made in past years 10

establish closer relations between the Anglican and Russian Churches.
While recognising the duty laid on all professing Christians to seek

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, we deem it necessary to
express the earnest hope that no official steps will be taken which would
in any way compromise the doctrinal position of the Church of England
or weaken her witness to the truth of the Gospel.

In the course of the great Movement of the Spirit of God known as
the Reformation, the English Church was led to take her stand upon
Holy Scripture as the Rule of her Faith and consequently to renounce
the unscriptural errors which, throughout Christendom, had held men and
nations in spiritual bondage. She thus proclaimed herself both Reformed
and Protestant and entered into friendly relations and spiritual fellow
ship with other Reformed Churches in the Continent of Europe.

It was very different, however, with the Roman and Greek Churches.
Both of them refused to be reformed, though both sorely needed reforma
tion. While differing from each other in certain important respects, they
both retained, and they still retain, many tenets and practices which the
Church of England regards as contrary to the Word of God. The
decrees of the Roman Council of Trent made the position of the Church
of Rome clear in this respect, and since then she has further widened the
gulf between herself and the Reformed Churches by decreeing the
dogmas of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary (in 1854).
and Papal Infallibility (in 1870). Thus her claim to be " Catholic ".
has been falsified.

In the case of the Russian Church, which is far the largest in the
groups of Patriarchates known as "Orthodox," the historic claims of
the Roman Church as to supremacy, and the dogma of Papal Infalli
bility, are rejected, but many of the errors from which the Reformed
Churches were freed in the course of the Reformation still characterise.
the Faith of Russian Christians. .

Thus, Tradition is regarded in the Russian Church as possessing:
co-ordinate authority with Holy Scripture; Mariolatry is inculcated; the
Church is held to be infallible; Invocation of Saints is enjoined; the
Sacraments are counted as seven in number; the doctrine of transub
stantiation and the Sacrifice of the Mass are upheld; prayers for the
dead are encouraged; a modified doctrine of Purgatory is taught; and
the worship of Ikons or Images is practised. In view of these facts, if
the term .. Orthodox " is rightly understood it is as little applicable to
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the Eastern Churches as is th~ term .. Catholic " to the Roman.

About the middle of the 17th century there was some hope of a
reformation in the Eastern Churches through the enlightened efforts of
'Cyril Lucar, who had himself derived much spiritual benefit from inter
course with leading Continental Reformers; .but this hope faded when
ne was murdered and his teaching has been denounced on several occa
sions by the Churches which he strove to reform.

Much more might be added with regard to the teaching of the
Russian Church and the attempts made from time to time by the English
and American Churches to establish friendly'relations with her; but the
purpose of this brief statement is to utter a note of warning against the
furtherance of any attempt to bring about a concordat at the cost of
weakening the stand so definitely taken by the Church of England and
shared with her by the British Evangelical Free Churches and the
Reformed Churches of the Continent. The watchword which these
Churches should ever cherish and mutually proclaim is that which St.
Paul so affectionately and earnestly urged upon the Galatian Church
.. Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free,
ana be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage."

(This article can be ]1<ld for 3/6 per 100 from The Protestanl'
Reformation Societ)}, 316, Vauxhall Bridge Road, London, S. W. 1.)

HAPPY GREETINGS, 1948

THE Lord's Day Observance Society says about this booklet: .. Happy
Greetings, the familiar little pocket-book issued by the Lord's Day
Observance Society, has made its appearance for the 1947-8 season.
Attractively printed, its pages are full of cheer and helpful counsel to
Christians and non-Christians. The little book makes an ideal substitute
for Christmas Cards, and it is used in this way by thousands of Christian
people every year. A specimen copy will be sent for 2d. (postage 1d.
extra) on application to the Publishers, 108, Finchley Road, London,
N.W.3.

•• SIMPLE, regular reading of our Bibles is the grand secret of establish
ment in the faith. Ignorance of the Scriptures is the root of all error."
-BISHOP J. C. RyLE.
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EDITORIAL

RECEIVED by the Editor, with many thanks: Mr. N. A. Macmillan; Miss R.
Cowell; Mr. G. R. Cooper; Miss L. Ormiston; Mr. Norman Mackay; Miss .J,
Alexander; Mr. E. ]. Pounds; Mr. ]. C. Dennis; Miss E. Foster; Dr. L. M,
Houghton; Mr. S. B. Green.

EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE

From LONDON: We feel thankful that the Gospel Maga~ine still stands
for the old truths, the great truths taught in the inspired Word of God ...
I often read my copy of the Magazine over and over again.... How sad
indeed that an Archbishop should encourage Sabbath desecration. I know
that many who profess to be born again think lightly of the Sabbath.

From FINCHLEY: We continue to enjoy the Gospel Maga6ne.
From BRISTOL: A warm expression of gratitude for the article on "The

Archbishop of York on Sunday Games" comes from Bristol.
From RUGBY: The article on " The God of Salvation" seemed unusually

sweet and good.
From TUNBRIDGE WELLS: I am very thankful for the Magazine and its

sound witness. I send it on to a Christian friend engaged in Christian
service in Jerusalem.

From HOVE: How true it is that neither God, nor Christ, nor the Holy
Spirit moves with the times, but I do not remember to have seen that
glorious truth so strikingly expressed.

GOSPEL ~IAGAZINE FUND
The Trustees of " The Gospel Magazine" gn.tefully acknowledge the receipt

of the following donations to the Fund: Miss A. Parkinson £2; Miss E. Foster
3/-; Mr. E. J. Pound £1; Ar. Appreciative Reader (per Miss M. Ormiston) 10/-.

Correction: The acknowledgment of £12 6s. Od. from M.iss C. J. M. Jones, of
California, which appeared in last month's issue, should have been given as
£12 l2s. Od.

ROYAL REJOICING: An attracl:ive Evangelical Memento of the marriage of
Princess Elizabeth and Lieut. Philip Mountbatten, with excellent portrait

and twelve other illustrations. 50 pages, Art Picture Cover. One Shilling,
postage 2d.-Clement Wileman, 78, Vivian Avenue, N.W.4.

THE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of special
gravity and pressing need, we turn to our kind supporters, and to others

who have not previously helped us, for a special effort on behalf of our poor
fl'ipY'lrts. who OWjfl~ t th" u.le~r·,ul '{q,.I' a'~ placed in a much more trying
position than usual. We have about 1~5 of them on our books. They have so
much appreciated your kind help in former years, and we plead for the
necessary means to cheer and comfort their hearts and confirm them in the
faithfulness of their Covenant God. The COMMITTEE. Hon. Sec., A. C.
LEWIN, The Manse. High Street, Evington, Leicester.

BENJAMIN WILLS NEWTON. Appointments of God in Judgment and
;)lerc~' Considered. Price 6d. A St",tement of Doctrinal Belief. Price Id.

Atonement ",nd its Results. Price Is. 3d. Atonement S"'''eth. Price 2d.
Dr. S. p. Tregelles. LL.D.. Dr. C. Y. Biss. Mr. David Baron, and others kept
in stock. Free Lendin?, Library (}f the same.-Mrs. S. R. COTTEY, " Down
side," Offington Lane, Worthing.

SUBSCRIPTIONS fOR 1948 ARE NOW DUE
Will Subscribers please note that the annual

subscription is now 7/. per annum.


