
[ESTABLISHED A.D.1766]

Gospel Magazine
And Protestant Beacon:

No. 965. }

New Series
NOVEMBER,' 1948.

"Che

{ Sixpence Monthly

7/. Yearly, post free

WITH WHICH IS INCORPORA'l'BD

'QC:bt JJ5rtttGl) prottGtant
EDITED BY TI-:lOMAS HOUGHTON

(Vicar of Whitlngton. Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn. Norfolk).

CONTENTS

Page

§ermonl'l anll Jr+2otCl'l of §crmonl'l :
The Lord's Lilies - 335

~tle .l1'amtl~ I]ilortion :
A Fourfold Description of

God's People - 321

e a~l'ltllt Jr+2ottl'l :

An Injunction for the Saints
of To-day· 327

Page

- 343

- 326

- 339

- 345

- 346

British Losses in the War - 334

Corporate Gentile
Christianity

Come With Me

Divine Ability

The Early Christians and
Prayer (First Article) - 347

Luther's Dream of Satan - 349

A Divine Stirring Up 350

iIDllr .!I'OllOC! jfolfll'l' It3aQ;c :

Rain in Due Season, ,-

S@tl'lcCllanCOlll'l I]ilaptrl'l:

Happy Greetings 1949

- 332

- 340

I]ilrotCl'ltant ];caton :
The Principles of

. Protestantism -

I]iltlQ;rtm I]ilaptrl'l :
Wellsprings

,

I

GOSPEL MAGAZINE OFFICE:

69, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E. C. 4.

May be obtained of any Bookseller, and at all Railway Bookstalls.



GOSPEL
nIB

MAGAZINE
U COMFORT YE, COMFORT -YB MY PEOPLE, SAITH 'tOUIt GOD;"

U ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIR.IT. IN -THa BONU OP PEACE."

H JESUS .CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TO·DAY, AND FOR EVER/'
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cc Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be- able to comfo,rt
them which ..are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

A FOURFOLD DESCRIPTION OF GOD'S_ PEOPLE

« For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord
thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself,
above all people that are upon the face of the earth'. The
Lord did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because
ye were more in number than any people,. for ye were the
fewest of all people: but because the Lord loved you, and
because He would keep the oath which He had sworn unto your
fathers, hath the Lord brought you out With a mighty hand,
and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand
of Pharaoh, king of Egypt."-DEuT. vii. 6-8.

IN this chapter Moses is addressing the people of Israel in the
fa'rtieth year after they had come out of Egypt. The time was
drawing near when they would enter the promised land, and when
they would have to face the seven nations who occupied it. They
were bidden to make no covenant with them. Their iniquity was
full. and divine judgment for their sins had to be visited upon
them. God's people, Israel, were bidden to beware of having
fellowship with them. No marriages with them were to be
tolerated. Such fellowship would cause them to fall into the
idolatiies of these nations, and would bring divine judgment upon
themselves. Idolatry was to be abhorred. Altars were to be
destroyed, and graven images were to be burned with fire, and
God's people were to obey the commands of the Decalogue, spoken
to them with the voice of God when He descended on Mount Sinai.
These l injunctions againsf evil fellowship and agai~st the great sin
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322 The Gospel Magazin~

of idolatry need to be carefully observed by God's people today.
Fellowship with the world and its evil ways is one of the sins which
are more or less given way to today, even by many of God's true
people. " Come· out from among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing," needs to be noticed
more than it is. The sin of worldly fellowship is one of the great

, sins today of the professing Church. Moreover. the great sin of
idolatry prevails largely amongst a large number who profess and
call themselves Christians. The warnings~f Moses to Israel need
to be heeded by Christians, or those who profess that name. It was
not without reason that the Holy Ghost inspired the Apostle John
to conclude his first Epistle with the words, "Little children. keep
yourselves from idols." (See 1 John v. 21; 2 Cor. vi. 14-18.)
Having uttered these warnings, Moses goes.on to say, " For thou
art an holy people unto the Lord thy God," and he also reminds
them that they are also a people chosen, beloved and redeemed, as
much as to say, such a people should have no fellowship with the
world of the-ungodly. nor should they in any degree give way to
the idolatry and other sins of an ungodly world. God's true people
should remember that their Lord has "chosen them out of the
world." They are in the world, but not of the world. They are in
the narrow way. The world is in the broad way. We must beware.
therefore, that we walk always in the narrow way, and beware of
fellowship with those who walk in the broad way. (See John xv.
19; xvii. 14-16; 1 John ii. 15-17.) "The friendship of the world
is enmity with God. Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the
world is the enemy of God" (James iv. 4).

Coming now to tlfe fourfold description of God's people given by
Moses, let us notice these descriptions in detail.

1. First, God's .people .are an holy people.

That is, they are a set apart people.I a separated people. They
are distinct from the people of the world. Yet though the people
of Israel were holy in this sense, they were bv no means free from
sin. In the ninth chapter Moses reminds them that it would not
be for their righteousness that they would be enabled to possess the
hind. "The Lord thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess
it for thy righteousness; for thou art a 5tiflrrufred people." "Ye
have been rebellious against the! Lord iT, .- day that I knew

-you" (Deut. ix. 6, 24). Holiness appertains to the people God
today. It appertains to all real believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.
What the Apostle says to the Corinthian saints is true of all real
believers. They are washed, they are sanctj, J they are justi-
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in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. Tiley
are described as " the Church' of God which is at Corinth. to them
that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints" (1 Cor. i. 2;
vi. 11). They were saints,i.e. holy ones, people separated from the
world, set apart from the ungodly. They were sanctified as well as
justified. Both sanctified and -justified by " the Spirit of our God."
This, no doubt. poiuts to their being born again by the Holy Ghost.
They were new creatures in Christ Jesus. They had" putpn the
new man which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him
that created him ': (Col. iii. 10). TheY,were "God's workmam:hip,
'created in Christ Jesus unto good works" (Eph. ii. 10). They had
new hearts and God's Spirit was ~weIling in them. Yet these
Corinthian saints were not without sin. The Apostle had to say
to these saints," Ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you
envying. and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as
men?" (l Cor. iii. 3). Thus, though they were born again, and
~ere new creature~ the flesh was still in them. They, could, not
say, " We have no sin," nor can any saints, today say this of them
selves. Both Bible teaching, and our own experience of ourselves
and others. compel us to acknowledge our need of daily confession
of sin. Of course, it is said to us, " These things write I unto.you,
that ye sin not" (1 John ii. 1). Our constant aim is to sin not, sin
not in thought, word. or deed. But who can say, inasmuch as the
flesh still dweIleth in us, that I do not sin. "In many things we
offend all" (.Tames iii. 2). All of us offend in many things. Yet
our constant aim shpuld be at all times to.be practically holy.. To
this end we need regularly and often to give ourselves to prayer,
and to unhurried meditation in the Word, and to constant watch
fulness. All teaching on holiness needs to be governed by all the
teaching of the holy Scriptures. In the case of the people of Israel
-an holy people though they were-their history shows that their
idolatries and other sins mounted up to heaven. Evidently,
however. only a remnant among them were really sanctified by the
Spirit, and born again by the Holy Ghost.

2. Secondly, God's people are a chosen pfQple.

.. The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto
Himself, above all the p€ople that are upon the face of the earth.",
There were other nations besides Israel, but the Lord specially
selected them to be His peculiar people, and they still are His
special people. Paul says of them. "Hath God cast away His,
people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin." (See Rom. x. 21; xi. 1.) If
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CA>d had cast them away, Paul would never have been saved. In
the highest sense, the majority.pf them would seem to have been
cas!fitway, but God always had a remnant amongst them who were
spiritually sanctified. Such were the seven thousi}nd who (did not
bow the' knee to Baal in Elijah's time. So now amongst God's
ancient people "there is a remnan't according to the election of
grace," and "the rest were blinded." Yet in reference to the
nation at large this blindness is only "until the fulness of the
Gentiles be come in. An~ so all Israel shall be saved: as it is
written, There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall tur~
away ungodliness from Jacoo" (Rom. xi. 2-7, 25, 26). Now,
however, notice that just as Israel were a chosen people, so 'now
all who constitute the Church of God, whether Jews or Gentiles,
are a chosen people. All such can say with the Apostle Paul,
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, "'ho
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ: according as He hath chosen us in Him before the founda
tion of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before
Him in love: having predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His
will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made
us accepted in the Beloved. In Whom we have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, accordin~ to the riches of His
grace" (Eph. i. 3-7). 0 may we who are numbered amongst His
people rejoice tHat He t!hose us andlO'/ed us before the world was
founded, and before the sun, moon and stars shone in the heavens.
So also the Apostle Peter says, "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a. peculiar people; that ye should show
forth the praises of Him Who hath called you out of darkness into
His marvellous light; which ~n time past were not a people, but are
now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now
have obtained ~rcy" (1 Pet. ii. 9, 10). .

, .

3. Thirdly, we are taught that God's people are a beloved
people.

The choice of God for Israel implied His love for them, but
"The Lord did not set His love'upon you;nor choose you, because
ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest
of all people." Nor did He love them because they were righteous
and merited His love. Moses repudiates any merit in them. He
tell~ them to beware of saying, when they conquered the seven
nations who were greater and mightier than they were, that it was
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for their righteousness the Lord hath brought us in and possess the
land. "Not for thy righteousness or for ,the uprightness of
thine heart, dost thou go to possess their land.... The Lord thy
God giveth thee not this good land to possess it for thy righteous

ness; for thou art a stiffnecked people" (Deut. ix. 4-6). So He did
not love the~iJecause they merited His love. He loved them
because He chose to do so, and "because He would keep the oath
which He had sworn unto their fathers" (Deut. vii. 7. 8). So with
the Lord's people today. "Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that He loved us, 'and sent His Son to be the propitiation for
our sins.': "We love Him, because He first loyed us" (1 John iv.
10, 19). DIet us never forget that it is " not by works of righteou!l
ness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved
us" '(Titus ~ii. 5). As Dr. Watts puts it,

"'Tis not by works of righteousness
Which our own hands have done;

But we. are saved by sovereign grace
Abounding through the So·n."

4. Lastly, we are taught that God's people are a redeemed
people.'

Moses says to God's ancient people, "The Lord hath brought you
out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out 'of the house of
bondage,' from the hand .of Pharaoh, king of Egypt." This
redemption was from temporal bondage, but the people of God,
composed of all nations and now forming the Church of Coli, were
redeemed from the bondage of sin and Satan. "Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us "
(Gal. iii. 13). "We have redemption through His blood. the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 7).
All the sins of all who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ are all
eternally forgiven. God says of them, "Their sins and iniquities
will I remember no more" (Heb. x. 17). Here, dear friends; is
" everlasting consolation and good hope through grace" (2 Thess.
it 16), Utterly unworthy though we are, :' there is now no con
demnation to them who are in Christ Jesus." What a blessed
assurance! Are we who read these lines numbered amongst God's
people? Are we amongst His holy people. His chosen people, His

, oeloved people and His redeemed people? If so, we can say, "If
God be for us, who can be against us?" "Who shall lay. anything
to· our charge?" "Who is he that condemneth? ". "Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ?" More thanthis~ It is said
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HAPPY GREETINGS, 1949

",HAPPY GREETINGS~" the littJe pocket-book issued by the Lord's Day
Observance Society, has made its appearance for the Christmas season.
Its pages are full of cheer, and contain much helpful counsel on Christian
living. It is edited by H. H. Martin. The little book is suitable as a
substitute for Christmas and N ew Year cards. A specimen copy can'be
obtained for threepence post free from the publishers: 108, Finchley

/ Road, London, N.W.3.
(Nof£: The above patagraph has been sent to' us bJ) the Lord's DaJ)

Observance SocietJ).-Editor.}

, to us, "What manner bf 'persons ought we to be in all holy conver
sation and godliness]" Our Redeemer is coming back to receive
us and we are taught" that, denying ungodlienss and worldly lusts,
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appe~ring of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus ii. 12, 13).
Practical holiness should increasingly characterise all the believing
people of, God. By all means there should be Christian courtesy
towards all around us, but all indulgence in the' world's evil
pleasures, evil customs and evil fellowships should be resolutely
avoided. Enoch" walked with God . . . three hundred years"
(Gen. v.22). We cannot walk with God and with the world at the
same time. "What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteous
ness? And what communion hath ligh't with darkness?" (2 Cor.
vi. 14). Let us seek to be wholly sound in the great doctrines of
God's Word, but at the same time let us seek for grace to remember
the inj~nction, "Be not conformed. to this world: but be ye trans
formed by the renewing of yoiIr mind, that ye may prove what is
that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God" (Rom. xii. 2).

In these increasingly evil days God'speople need more and more
to lay to heart the injunction, "Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him" (1 John ii. 15). Let the doctrines we
hold and the life we live give increasing evidence that God's Word
is a laqtp unto our feet and a light unto our path.

THE EnvroR
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AN iNJUNCTION FOR THE SAINTS OF TODAY

cc Cleave to that which is good."-RoM. xii. 9.

ALL Scripture is profitable for the believer. -It is profitable for
doctrine. We need to study Scripture to become acquainted with
its divine doctrines. But Scripture is also" profitabk for instruction
in righteousness that the man of God may be perfect (or full-grown),
thoroughly furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17).
The knowledge of the believer needs to be thoroughly sound. -His
life and walk also need to be consistent. He needs, by divine grace,
"to live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world."
It could be said of Enoch that" he walked with God three hundred
years." It could be said of Noah that he was a just .or righteous
man and that he walked with God. Abraham and other saints were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. They looked for a heavenly
country, the city which hath foundations. Their affections were set
on things above. They lived as those who realised that here they
had no continuing city. To us who -live today it is said, "We
receiving a kingdom which .cannot be moved, let us have grace
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly
fear" (Heb. xii. 28). The Churches of Juda:a, Galilee, and Samaria
were " walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the
Holy Ghost" (Acts ix. 31).- The Apostle Peter says, in view of
futUl:e events, "What manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness?" (2 Tim. iii. 11, 14). The Lord's
people-all of them-need to " be diligent that they may be found
of Him in peace, without spot and blameless." By all means let us,
through prayerful study of the Scriptures, become more fully
acquainted with its doctrines, but let us also seek increasing grace
to walk according to its precepts.

Now, here is a' precept which needs to be noticed by all the
people of God. They are enjoined to cc cleave to that which is
good." To obey this injunction we need to know what is really
good. There is abundance of evil in the world, and we are all
more or less in danger of cleaving to it, or cherishing it. The
inspired Apostle, however, says to us, " Abhor that which is eviL"

.All doctrines and precepts contrary to the Word of God are to be
abhorred. We are to cleave only to that which is good. To this

l



.,
I

328 The Gospel Mag~zine. .
end we need to He taught fully by the Word of God and by its
divine Author, the Holy Spirit, what are the good things to which
the Lord's people are to cleave.

1. First, the great truths of the Gospel are good.

The Apostle speaks of the Gospel as "glad tidings of good
things" (Rom. x. 15). The angel of the Lord said to the shepherds,

Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy . . . for unto you is
born this day fn the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord" (Luke ii. 10, 11). Here is something to cleave to. How
good indeed are the tidings that a Saviour has been born. How
blessed that He came to seek and to save that which was, lost. What
a grand and cheering thing that He came into the world to save
sinners, and that He was willing to shed His precious blood to
secure the retpissiou of sins and et~qlal salvation for all who,
through His grace, should trust in Him. The good tidings teH of
all the blessings which He secured for all Ris people-blessings
which fill their hearts with joy, and inspire them with hope. Truly
the Gospel is a good thing to cleave unto, a thing which we should
always grasp and to which we should always adhere.,

2. Secondly, the God of the Gospel is good.

The Gospel is "the Gospel of God, which He promised afore
by His prophets in the Holy Scriptures concerning His Son Jesus
Christ our Lord" (Rom. i. 1-3). Was it not good of Him to
promise such a Gospel? Is it hot a manifestation of His essential
goodness to arrange to communicate such a Gospel to fallen men?
Apart from the Gospel we should all have been without Christ and
absolutely without hope. Truly we can say, in the inspired words
of the psalmist, " The Lord. is good; and His mercy is everlasting;
and His truth endureth to all generations" (Ps. c. 5). In the
inspired words of the prophet we can say, "The Lord is good, a
stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knoweth them that trust
in Him" (Nahum i. 7). With the poet we can say,

"For why? The Lord our God is, good;
His mercy is ror ever sure;

His truth at all times firmly stood;
And shall from age to age endure."

The Father is good, the Son is good, and Holy Ghost is good.
Jehovah is "abundant in goodness and truth" (Exod. xxxiv. 6).
Goodness led the Father to give His Son. Goodness led the eternal
Son to give Himself for the redemption of His people. Goodness
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leads the Holy Ghost to bring all " the elect people of Qod " (using
the words of the Church of England Catechism) into the enjoyment
of ail the blessings of redemption. "Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above, and cometh dOWIl from the Father of
lights, with Whom is no variableness; neither sha:!ow"of turning,"
and" He knows how to give good gifts unto His children" (JaVles
i. 17; Matt. vii. 11). "He hath filled the hungry with good things;
and the rich He hath sent empty away" (Luke i. 53). No wonder
the psalmist should say to God's people, "0 taste and see that the
Lord is good: blessed is the man that triJsteth in Him.... There
is no want to them that fear Him.... They· that seek the Lord
shall not want any good thing" (Psalm xxxiv. 8-1 Oi. If we art' His
people we can say, "We are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordaineatliat we
should walk in them" (Eph. ii. 10). If we indeed cleave to that
which is good, we shall surely cleave to the Father Who r<lised up
a horn of salvation for us, to the Son Who redeemed us by His
precious blood, and to the Holy Ghost Who "sanctified us and now
dwells in us as part of the great spiritual temple of the living God.
We shall walk with God and be able to say, " Tiu1y our fellowship
is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ" (1 John i. 3).
We shall indeed by divine grace" live a life of holy separatibn from
that which is evil.

J
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3. Thirdly, the Sabbath day is good.

God instituted the day at the creation. It was instituted for our
bodily good. We ~eed one' day's rest in seven for our bodily
welfare. "Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy wtrk: but
the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God." It is His day,
His holy day. "In it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy
son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that'is within thy gates." Our Lord
showed that works of necessity and works of mercy may be done.
This great law of the sabbath ensures, if obeyed, a rest day for
railway men, tram and bus drivers, shopkeepers, public houses and
tobacconist shops, and all other workers. It ensures rest for our
children, our servants, and our visitors. It ensures rest for our
dumb animals. It teaches that the head ofthe house is responsible
to see to it that tllis rest is observed in the hq,usehold. A distin
guished physician has said that doctors have often to prescribe
longer periods of absolute "rest to patients suffering from nervous
diseases, due often to failure to observe the weekly rest prescribed
by God iri the fourth commimdment. The sabbath, however,is

,
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specially good for our soul's welfare.. Our Lord's custom was·t()
attend the 'synagogue on' the sabbath day. On that day, too,' we
should keep holy the sabbath by assembling with the Lord's people
for worship, and for heari{lg and meditating upon the Word of
God. The failure to do this on the Lord's day is an awful indica
tion of national apostasy from God. Our nation is admittedly
lap;;ing into heathenism. We are convinced that sabbath
observance is one of the good things to which God's people !weo
tenaciously to cleave.

4. Fourthly, the people of God are spoken of in Scripture as
good.

Our Lord says that our Father in heaven "maketh His sun to
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and
oIi the unjust" (Matt. v. 45), Thus He describes His Own
believing people as good and righteous, True it is that in their
flesh dwelleth no good thing.. But through grace they have" put
on the new man" which is "created in righteousness and true
holiness." (See Eph. iv. 24, and Col. iii. 10.) Hence <!-ll the Lord's
people are measurably good, and bring forth measurably the fruit
of the Spirit. In greater or less degree they are described by the
language of Psalm i. 1-3. They avoid bad company and delight
in God's Word. Now the Lord's true people need to, c(ea«e one~o

another. They are bidden not to forsake the assembling of them
selves together (Heb. x. 25): We read, "Then they that feared the
Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened and
heard it, and a book of remembrance was wr\tten before Him for
them t!rat feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name "
(Mal. iii. 16). The pathway of the good is often very lonely. Few
enter the narrow way. The Lord's people need therefore to culti
vate fellowship with each other. They need to cleave to one
another as those who are regenerated by the one Spirit and are
members of the one Family, possessing one hope, owning one Lord,
holding one faith; and rejoicing in one God and Father.

5.. Lastly the spiritual exercises of the godly are good.

Prayer ·is one of these exercises.. They are bidden" always to
pray and not to faint." "Praying always with all prayer atnet
supplication in the Spirit." The psalmist says, " It is good for me
to draw near to God» (Ps. lxxiii. 28). It is good for us to pray
always. It is good to pray in everything. All our needs, great an.d

.small, may, and should, be spread before Him. His eyes are uBon
us and His ears open unto our prayers. It is also good for us to

,

~.

l
r
r .
!



331

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

The Gospel Magazine

Whitington Vicarage,

Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk.

\,

praise Him Who is the source of all our blessings. "It is a good
thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto Thy
name, 0 most High: to show forth Thy lovingkindness in the
morning, and Thy f-:ithfulness every night." "It is good to sing
praises unto our God." It is pleasant and it is comely. (Ps. xcii. 1;
cxlvii. 1). The Apostle says, "Giving thanks always for all things
unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ"
(Eph. v. 20). A third godly exercise is reading and studying God's
Word. Of the godly man it is written, "His de1ightis in the law
Qf the Lord; and in His law doth he meditate day and night." And
what does such a godly man say? He says, "0 howllove I Thy

• law! It is my meditation all the day," and he goes on to say, "Thy
Word is a lamp unto my,feet, and a light unto my path" (Ps. i. 2;
cxix. 97, 105).

Weilave thus endeavoured to show that the Gospel is good. It
is the glad tidings of good things. Our God is good, and His mercy
endureth for ever.· His sabbath day is good, and His people are;
through His grace, spoken of as good. Moreover, the spiritual
exercises of God's people are good. When therefore the -inspired
writer of the Epistle to the Romans says to God's people, ~'Cleave

to that which. is good," it may he understood to teach us that we
need to cleave to' and hold fast the everlasting Gospel of God's
grace. It teaches us to cleave to the God of the Gospel, Who is
essentially good. It means that we should cleave to and walk with
the God Who gave His beloved and eternal Son to redeem His
people. It means that we should cleave to His Son Who loved us
and gave Himself for us. "Truly our fellowship is with the Father;
and with His Son Jesus Christ" (1 John i. 3). It means that we
should cleave unto His Spirit Who has washed, sanctified and
justified us, and 'now dwelleth within us, and enables us to be fruit- 
ful in every g'bod word and work. We need increasingly, too, to
cleave to that day which God has bidden us to remember to keep
holy. Then do we not need more abundantly to cleave to the
spiritual exercises of the godly?' How we need, dear members of
God's people, to cleave to the habit of prayer, of praise, and of the
study pf God's Word from Genesis to Revelation. Wherefore may
we be enabled indeed to "Abhor that which is evil and cleave to '
that which is good."
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WELLSPRINGS

.. Comfort ye, comfort ye, my peOiple,;saith your 'Cod"--;!SAIAH xl. 1.
tHIS sweet and familiar text is taken from the Messianic prophesy, and
when Isaiah had probably reached a meIlow old age, and had seen the
fulfilment of God's pronounced judgments upon a guilty, sinning nation.
ISrael had experienced the sufferings from the Assyrian persecution as
the world power and Babylon the spiritual, and they shaIl prove the dire
consequences of departing from the living God, but now the prophet,
under Divine inspiration, is to declare comfort to one and aU of the
living family' in Zion. It may be that the words, therefore, came with
greater weight and hope, as spoken by the prophet in advanced old age, •
when he, like aU the redeemed family in ZiQn, can teU of sorrows and
trials and temptations everywhere, annoying them at every stage of their
wilderness journey. Yet, above it all, they experienced the faithfulnes~

of their God. They can, one and aU, say .. Never saw I the righteous
forsaken." Preserved they have been in every step and stage of their
journey Home hitherto, and preserved they will be .. even unto the end"
by their faithful covenant-keeping God. c. Comfort ye, comfort ye,"
therdore children of God. Look up, look on, and hope to the end.
Yours is a God Who keeps His word, Who cannot lie, Who will not
fail in anyone of His promises and Whe delighteth in mercy, and" like
as a father pities His children." Oh, how well their precious Redeemer
said when He was about to leave them on earth, .. I wiU pray the
Father, He wiU give you another Comforter, and He shaU abide with
you for ever." With such a Leader, what is there to fear? Therefore,
just as the word of command enabled the children of Israel to .. go
forward" in the wildern~ss, and they were preserved from their enemies,
just as they went safely tbrough the passage of the waters, which did not
overwhelm them, so God's spiritual Israel, one and aU, prove their safe
conduct through aU their pilgrim journey, and each and all wiU be
brought safely Home at last to .. bless the conduct of His grace," and
give all the glory to Him Who hath led them on so safety and divinely.
Therefore, .. Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, saith your God."
Take comfort, dear child of God who is reading this precious promise,
perhaps under some sharp exercise of soul, sore temptation or wilderness
trial. The Lord God omnipotent is at the heart of all His people. He
knows their walking in this great wilderness of a world around them

, lying in the wicked one. He knows every device of the great enemy of
souls to trip them up and lead them astray. He knows and oh, His '
tender compassions when He a,ssures them, .. I know their sorrows," I
was once the Man of Sorrows and acquainted with your every' grief.
He says to the bereaved heart whose husband has been suddenly, it may
be, snatched away by death; .. Let widows trust in Me." He says to
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the little defenceless ones, .. I will not leave you, orphans, comfortless;'·;
He speaks in tenderest sympathy tb those who are cal!ed upon to bear'
the burden of old age, .. Even to old age ana hoary hairs, I am He~

I have made and I will bear." And oh, these aged ones do sweetly and
sacredly prove the tender loving compassion oDr! the everlasti~g ~rms of
strength underneath them! Surely, dear child of God, yell who are
reading these lines may .. comfort ye," on the authority of Holy Writ,
and .. remember the Lord." as David did when his wul was much cast
down within him. Oh, when we meditate on our past life, think of the
wondrous preservations, ~scapes from danger, divine holdings un when
our feet would h\lve tripped, our deliverances from the 'traps and snares
the great enemy of souls had laid to' catch us unwarily; oh, sing of the
mercies of a delivering and preserving God! These trials by the way
are, seDt in love to make us humble and keep us more dependent on our
Cod, the Keeper of His saints, and in the end one and all shall prove
how' in vain shall earth and hell oppose, the Lcrd is mighteier than His
foes. .. Dear Elisha Coles wrote, .. Satan got nothing by his winnowing
Peter. Peter lost some of his chaff which might well be spared,-and the
tempter lost many an after advantage." So, dear children of God. may
grace enable us to look off from our trials, whatever they be. fmd take
courage that ours is an all-compassionate and delivering God. There
fore, .. Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people," a divine command so
soothingl¥ spoken and repeated. One of the Lord's doubles!' When
the God of all comfort speaks thus, His most downcast, disconsolate
people may well be comforted. It is His word and directed toa special
people a Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, saith your God." Ye
MJ) people, GJ'ld I }Jour God! It reminds one of that expression in
Ezra (vii. 22) where the priest was instructed to offer sali without
prescribing ho\v much, and in all their offerings the children,'of Israer
were to offer salt. The salt of the covenant is in all the offerings of praise
to their God by His redeemed peCfple. The prayers and praises of the
upright are His delight and He is glorified thereby. Oh. it is a sweet
thing to watch the hands of our covenant God at work for His poor ,and
needy children-His thoughts of them, His kind compassions toward
them, ,His ever ready ear open to their cries. ' Oh, how they dally prove
all this in their chequered pilgrimage.

.. Minutes and mercies multiplied, Have made up all each daY,
Minutes come quick, but mercies were, More fast and :/leet than

they." ,

A sweet, true little couplet I gleaned from a choice little bOok leut rile
by a beloved and honoured friend. ~ And thi\l is what you and I prove
daily, beloved children of God. There are no .. common mercies"
such as the world speaks of, to God's.redeemed family. One and every
mercy has been bought for them by the precious blood, of their dear
Redeemer, and they can never take them as matters ofc~urse. Yea,
in the very little things of life, the passing episodes in the hours of life's
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sandglass. His children love to think of the Salt of. the ,covenant which
has' God's hand in it, and that His thoughts are for them, His concern
is for their wellbeing, anc}. His honour is pledged to bring everyone safe
Home at last. The chapter before us, as we have seen, opens with
the all-gracious, all-compassionate words of our God to His redeemed
people., .. Comfort ye. comfort ye, my people, saith your God," and
it closes with the sweet, sure promise to sU4:h, " And they that wait upon
the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not
faint." All this is wrapped up for His people by a promise-giving and
promise-performing God. Surely, a comforted people would desire to
wait upon their God, and glorify Him in the spirit of praise for all He
has done for them! .. My soul, lJJait thou iOlnly upon God, for mJ!
expectation is from Him." R.

* Memoirs of the Rev. H, Bruce, 'once Vicar of' St. .rames', Bristol.

- BRITISH LOSSES IN THE WAR

IN his great speech at the General Assembly of the United Nations.
Mr. Betin, the Foreign Secretary, referred to Britain's losses in the great
war.

The Times, reporting his speech, says: .. He called attention to some
of Britain's material losses during the war, since it was apparently some
times thought that because they were an island they had not suffered as
others had. Britain, he said, had suffered the destruction of or damage
to 4m. houses-that is, one house in every three in the country; destruc
tion to factories was £ 1,SOOm. ; the sinking of 9m. tons of shipping; and,
loss of a great proportion of oversea investments. It was a formidable

. task to make these losses good, for they were further handicapped by
the grave impoverishment of the country by two world wars in which they
had been involved from beginning to end. Thus, in order first to
continue the war when they were alone and then to carry on to victory
Britain had sold over £1 ,OOOm, of foreign investments, gold, and
dollars, arid had incurred' debts amounting to more even than 'that,"
-The Times, Sept. 28th, 1948.

WE need ever to pray, " Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe; and I
witl have respect unto Thy statutes continually." He is .. able to keep
you from failing, and to present you faultless before the presence of His
glory with exceeding joy." We have no warrant tO'suppose that He
will ever bring us into a state of sinlessness while we are down here, but
in proportion as we watch and pr"ay we shall experience His keeping

,power, so that in a measurable degree we shall be, .. blameless and
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke."

I
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~erinonG' anti .@oteGof~ermon~.

THE LORD'S LILIES

A SERMON PREACHED AT TRINITY CHURCH, DERBY, BY THE LATE
REV. F. HOARE, ON MAY 8TH, 1887, AT A MEMORIA'I:. SERVICE TO
Wi-HCH TEACHERS AND SCHOLARS OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL WERE

SPE'CIALLY INVITED.

•, M)) Beloved has gone dODJ!11 inlo His garden, 10 the beds of spices, to
feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies."-SONGS vi. 2.

IN our island home of dear old England, I have seen many very beautiful
gardens, adorned with choice and handsome flowers. My text tells us
that the Lord Jesus has a garden, in which He grows lowly and lovely
lilies. But there is one thing in His garden which makes it surpass all
the gardens of earth. The flowers in the garden of this world all wither,
lose their sweetness, decay, and die. The freshest, fairest flower soon
droops and fades away.

. I t is not so with the Lord's flowers. His lilies are everlasting. The
-children of grace can never die. They may be taken away, after they
have served their generation and done their work. Jesus is constantly
coming down into His garden and gathering lilies-laying flowers in
His bosom to bloom and blossom there for ever. He has just gathered
one of our Sunday School teachers. And last Thursday we laid her
peacefully to rest until the day break and the shadows flee away. Last
Whit-Tuesday no one thought she would never see another; but who
can tell what a day, much less a year, may bring forth? Now I have
brought you together today to tell you something of the joy and peace
that filled her heart, in the hope that the God of all grace may lead some
()f you to realise a similar experience, that when called to go hence your
last end may be like hers.

It seems she caught a cold just after the Mission week last November,
hut nothing serious was thought of it until three months ago, when the
doctor pronounced a very unfavourable opinion of her, But the thought
that her days were numbered brought no sadness or sorrow upon her
spirit. She spoke most cheerfully of being in the Lord's hands, of her
acceptance in the Beloved, and the preciousness of Jesus. She said she
would not, if· asked, lift a finger to say which way it should be. At
one of my visits she reminded me where, ~hen and how Jesus brought
her to the knowledge of Himself.

Fourteen years ago, I gave an address in the classroom from the
words, "Lord; Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that I love
Thee." Then and there the Lord was pleased to seal her as His Own.
Then she came to confirmati!ln and became a regular communicant: For
several years I watched her loving and devoted attention to her invalid
mother, to her father, and to her sister After their deaths she became

~--_...- - ~,./':-
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a Sunday School teacher, and in her illness spoke of her class" with great
affection. She was afraid she had not done all she might have done
for them, but had tried to speak to them,of Jesus, and had prayed much
for them. Before her death she sent to each a little card of remem
brance; Many times did I hear her say, ~. Jesus is very precious to me,
I feel Him to be-I don't know what I should do without Him now."
On one occasion the doctor spoke of her as one of his most patient of
patients. .. Perhaps," she said, .. I have a secret which some of them
have nol: the secret love of God." One day she told me she was much
troubled because she could not pray as usual, she seemed too weak to
fix her thoughts-they would wander s~but I told her Jesus knew
when the spirit wC's willing and the flesh weak. One very pleasant
circumstance connected with her illness was the way in which she was
supplied; with the precious promises of the Word. E.verv morning after
her usu(j.1 prayer there was brought to her mind by the Comforter which

,is the Holy Ghost, some one bri~ht apd beautiful promise of God's
Word. It was her daily bread. Sometimes it was one that she had not
remembered to have read, or marked in her book. But it cheered and

J brightened her spirit, and she cherished it until the next one was given
her The favourite hymns in which she delighted were. .. There is a
fountain: filled with blood" and .. For ever with the Lord." but the
chief was that of which the first Verse is:

.. Not what these hands have dOI\e,
Can save this guilty soul;

N at what this toiling flesh has borne,
Can make my spirit whole."

On Saturday, the last time I saw her, she was longinl!; to be with
Jesus. It was evident it would be but a little while and she would see
Him ,as He is. But she said, .. I am not at all afraid, for I do not seem
t6 see death or the grave. I seem to see Jesus only." Early ,on the
Monday 'morning she saw Him Whom her soul loved; and as I looked
il)to her open grave and turned away. the thought came with power to
my mind, .. Absent from the body, present with the Lord."

I have not said this to praise the dead, but as a tribute of affection to
one of Gqd's chiklren, and more especially in the prayerful hope that
it may be a blessing and an encouragement to some of you-'--for I know
how much ,some of you need such blessing.

Now let us turn to the text.

1. M)) Beloved. This is the Lord Jesus. He is known by this
name in the Word of God. Many times is the name useCl in this Book.
his applied to Him by God the Father. At His baptism (Matt. iii. 17)
the Father said, .. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
At His transfiguration, .. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased; hear ye Him." In Eph. i. 6, the Apostle writes, .. He hath
made us accepted in the beloved." The Church could call Him .. My
beloved." Her faith could claim Him as her own. Happy is that
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:1pother's son who can call Him" my beloved," who can say with the
Apostle, .. Jesus loved me and gave Himself for me."

2. The Garden. The Lord Jesus has a garden. Hi; re~eemed
and saved people are I-iis garden. The world is a wilderness. It
brings forth little but thorns and' thistles. It produces plenty of fJ'Uit of
-sin. The children of this world are an untiIIed wilderness in Christ's
-sight. With all their arts and sciences, skill, eloquence and poli~;cs,

poetry, refinement-with all this, they are a wilderness, barren and baft'
-of repentance and faith and holiness. The Lord looks down from
heaven. and where He sees no grace He can see nothing but a wilderness
-state of things. His people are His little spot of hallowed ground-Hi$
garden. In Songs iv. 12, you will find the Lord's garden is distinctly
·described as a garden enclosed. There is a wall round believers, or else
they would never be saved. Zechariah calls it a .. wall of fire." This
is the secret of their safety. It is not their goodness, will, or love-it is
the wall around them which prevents their being lost.

(1) They are enclosed by the. wall of God the Father's t!verlasting
and electing love, long before they were born. Long before the founda
tions of the world were laid their Father knew them, chose them, and
gave them to the Lord Jesus Christ to redeem and bring them to glory.
'Some do not like to hear this, for it is very humbling and leaves them no
room to boast. But whether they like it or abuse it. the doctrine. of
-election is true. It is the most comforting tn~th to believers, that they
were chosen in Christ bef~re the world began.

(ii) They are enclosed by the wall of the precious blood of God the
'Son. The Lord Jesus loved them and gave Himself for them. He shed
His precious blood to buy them out of sin, misery and eternal death. He
has power over all flesh, but He gives eternal life to as many as the
Father hath given Him. He prays for them. He intercedes for them
that they may be kept from evil, be sanctified by the truth, that their faith
may never fail.

(iii) They are encloseJ}y the matchless grace of God the Holy
:Spirit. He separates them from the world b'T calling them out of it.
He gIves them new hearts and new natures. He gives them new ears,
and new eyes, new affections, new opinions, new joys, new pleasures.
He makes them new creatures-'.they are born again, and with a new
birth they begin anew life. He dwells in their hearts, and keeps His
Own work alive, and always finishes. when He begins.

Oh, there is a wide difference between a believer and worldIing. Orie
ill inclosed ; the other i! in. the world and is of the world. a wanderer
in a ~aste, howling wild,rness. What a blessing to be inclosed by such
;awall-the Father's electing love, the Son's precious blood· the Holy
Spirit's matchless grace! Without these three-love, blood and grace
::not one soul would get to heaven. Without this threefold inclosure
nothing could SClVe the Lord's garden from utter ruin. The wild boar

.aut of the wood would waste it. The roaring lion of the bottomless .pit
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would carry off every sheep and every lamb. Our safety hangs not upon
any thing of our own,' neither doings, feelings, graces, or even faith, but
upon the work of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Let us thank the Lord
Jesus e'very day of our lives that His people are a chosen, preserved and
guarded people, a garden inclosed.

Thirdly, The Lilies. They are flowers in the Lord's garden and here
are called lilies. I believe the word is derived from a root which
signifies the changed ones. And the. Lord's people are all His changed
ones. Their natures are not changed, nor their hearts. But they are
translated and transplanted. Not one of them was born with grace in
his heart. They were all born at enmity with God. They were all
born wrathful children even as others. The Spirit of Christ only makes
them to differ. The grace of God only calls them out. Then they live
a changed life, and show they are the Lord's changed ones.

But in' another sense .they are His changed ones. Their mortal bodies
are to sleep in- the grave. But they "are to be raised flnd glorified.
And when our dead friend, whom we laid to sleep last Thursday, shall
awake; it will be in the likeness of her Beloved. He shall change our
viII:: body that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body. .. For
as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image
of the heavenly. We shall be changed. FM this corruptible must put
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. And what a
glorious body it will be! She will be like Jesus, His lily-His changed
one!

Fourthly, The feeding and the gatherirng. Feeding, or delighting in
the fragrance of His lilies. With what delight did He see Himself in
Adam, and say it was very good. With what joy did He come to
Abraham, and how long did He allow the patriarch to feast Him under
the tree! With what delight did He say to the woman at Jacob's well,
.. Give me to drink" ! In the house of Simon it was not the feast He
cared for, but His delight was in the woman's tears and love. After
His resurrection, wherever there was a heart that knew Him, He was
filled with delight, as with Mary at the sepulchre. Are we giving any
delight to Him? Think you not that He was delighted with the
loving, patient, simple, joyful confidenc~ of our dear friend on her sick
bed? Did He not delight in the childlike affection which she was so
wont to express to Him? And what do we give Him to feed upon ?
What affection do we give Him? What confidence? What joy? Or
when He comes down to His garden, to what should be a bed of spices,
do we give Him our doubts, or our fears, or our gloom and wretched
ness? Does He ask for love, and do we give Him a divided heart?
Does He ask for communion, and do we give Him ~old and formal
prayers?

I
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- He gathers lilies--one by one He plucks them-one here and another
there, one at one age and one at another. The fairest He often takes
first. He might have left them all until the bright morning of His
coming again; but no! some are with Him, and others He soon may
gather! Perhaps His hand is already stretched out to pluck another
lily! Who can tell? And who can tell who it will be? My dear
Sunday School teachers, what if it be one of you? We would desire to
retain you here-we could ill spare you to feed Him in His garden
below. But when He wills to pluck, none can stay His hand. Are
you His lilies? Has.He inclosed you in His garden? Has His Own
everlasting ;love ll.lid hold of your heart ? Has His Own precious blood
washed you? Has His Own Spirit quickened you? Let the experience
of our fellow-teacher encourage you. Be not weary in well doing. Let
it be manifest that you are the 'Lord's changed ones. For we hear a
voice from heaven saying, " Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord,
from henceforth; yea. saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours, and their works do follow them."

And my dear Su~day School scholars, what if He should come -and
gather you? Are you His lilies? His changed ones? Inclosed in His
garden or not inclosed-? You must be in the garden or the wilderness.
You must be amongst the lilies inclosed, or amongst the briers in the
wilderness. And the end of these is to be burned. He shall gather them
together to be burned. But if you are His lilies, with the Father's ever
lasting love in your hearts, with the Saviour's precious blood washing
awaJi your sins, with the Holy Spirit's grace in your hdrts, making you
dead indeed unto sin, you will be watered, pruned, trained and preserved
by the Lord Jesus Himself, and when He comes to gather yo~ H~ will
place you in His garden above, there to bloom and blossom for ever.
May the Lord inclose many of you in His garden, that bv and by,
teacher and scholar may be gathered into heaven, with ,our dear friend
who is gone before us, and there together cast our crowns before His
throne and cr-own Him Lord of all.

CORPORATE GENTILE CHRISTIANITY

THE history of corporate Gentile Christianity is not as the shining light
that "shineth more unto the perfect day," as some who boast in the
supposed progress and speak of the conversion of the world before the
glorious appearing of Christ ignorantly suppose, but rather that of a
bright dawn, developing into. an increasingly dark and cloudy day, and
ending in blackness of darkness. And there is no hope for Christendom
which continues not in the goodness of God 'when once it is .. cut off .. ;
nor is there any promise of the restoration and re-lighting of its candlestick
when once its light has been quenched in anti-Christian apostasy.~

Visions and Prophecies of Zechariah, by David Baron, p. 134.., I
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THE PRINCIPLES OF PROTESTANTISM
(From the English Churchman, September 26th, 1929).

THE recent Roman Catholic celebrations of the centenary of their
" emancipation " raises a number of questions not less interesting than
important. To read the Press reporl;s (for Rome never ignores the value
of such support), one would gather that our neighbours are rejoicing over
the fact that just one hundred years ago their forefathers emerged from
some kind of slavery. Protestants, being tender-hearted folk, may welf
ask, "What _slavery did Romanists endure? By whom were they
arrested? What was the charge against them? and how long were their
feet hurt in the stocks?" And they would be informed 'midst many
tears that, "Our fathers sutfered from Queen Elizabeth's reign until
1829." Nor would it be deemed necessary to add, " But those of
them who suffered capital punishment did so becaus~ their mistaken zeal
led them on to disloyalty and attempted murder, while' others, somewhat
less zealous, were merely guilty of unchristian schism from their N r>tional
Church." Hence the true name for our Roma~ist neighbours is that
of ... Roman Catholic Noncomformists," and the chief slavery sufferecT
by them was that of exclusion from positions in which experience had
sadly, though'abundantly, proved they cOlfld not be trusted to be honest,
dealing as they, were with .. Protestant heretics. .. Such was t~e old
trouble, and unfortunately time has not materially altered facts or Jtade
Rome more trustworthy. Shouting loudly about liberty for herself, she
tyrannises over the bodies and souls of Protestants today as she did of
old-whenever she has the opportunity. The thumbscrews ancT
numerous devilish instruments of torture which the Duke of Alva and the
Spanish Inquisition possessed and used are now put aside, and Rome wilT
try to win England with tears and subtlety. Let no one .be deceived.
In reply to her enormous propaganda we must state afresh, with clearness,
and courage, the Protestant principles of our forefathers who knew
Rome and suffered her tortures at Smithfield, Oxford, Colchester and'
elsewhere.

In the sixteenth century the best scholars within the Church worked'
hard to reform her, for radical reformation was proved to be a bounden
necessity. The Reformers' line of action was logical, fair, strong and'
absolutely in accordance with Christian principles. Obviously there was
a, certain amount of cutting and pruning necessary if the Vine
ecclesiastical was ever to bear fruit again to the glory of God. Let the

• thoughtful student write down, in two columns, a list of reforms consum
mated by the scholars already, referred to. The first cblumn will record
the negative reforms and the other the positive reforms. It will be:
noted that both were necessary and they were equally important, the:
destructive and the construc~ve.

t-, __



We must never offer the slightest apology for the negative activities
-of our great and goltd Reformers. Even the dissolution of monasteries
was a necessity as understood by men who were faced with all the facts,
and monuments of beauty and artistic value were often objects of the
most degrading superstition and false worship. Among the things and
practices definitely eradicated we enumerate the following five. The
Mass: this was alleged to be a sacrifice for sins and thus it impinged
upon the unique and perfect sacrificial work of our blessed Lord. The
Confessional also Was a gross perversion of the useful discipline of the
'tlariy Church, and it had erected a barrier between the sinner and his
''Only Saviour. Image worship set up false god's and provided the people
with a distorted picture of the one true G'ad and Jesus Christ Whom He
had sent. Purgatorial teaching and the payments consequent upon the
acceptance of it, had put the Gospel in a false light, as though Christ's
greatest' parable, concerning the Prodigal Son and a loving Father, had
never been uttered. Clerical celibacy, as an obligation and not a matter
of free option, had wrought much more harm than any good it ever
wrought.

In these five main points, leaving aside some others, the visible church
was in grievous error into which she had drifted, not suddenly, but
during a period of a thousand or more years. Let it then be granted that
it was necessary to purify the Church and rid her of errors gathered, not
from the Apostles, but from much later contact with heathenism. Could
the Reformation possibly have stopped at such a point ? To such a

,question there can only be one intelligent answer. Does a surgeon per~

forming a delicate operation consider he has done his duty when he has
cut open a human body and removed a diseased organ? Could a
patient recover if left by the doctor at sl\ch a moment and under such
conditions? The answer is obvious. The work' of restoration requires
all the dexterity of the surgeon, the guided skill of the physician, and
dIe tenderness and attention of the qualified nurse.

It is not unfitting that we should take such an illustration as a figure
<If the sixteenth-century Reformation on its positive side. The surgeon's
knife was unfortunately necessary to remove the unsightly and most
unhealthy growth which was both an accretion and an obstruction.
bindering and choking life. But the moment the operation was per~

formed not an instant was lost ere the work of healing and restoration
was .commenced. History shows quite clearly that the work of purifying
the Church was distasteful to those who were compelled to perform this
"Series of operations. A reference to the works of Luther, Cranmer,
Calvin, and, perhaps most valuable of all, Bishop Jewel, the official
historian of the Reformation, demonstrates this fact with abundant c1ear~

ness and a freedom from all that savours of ambiguity. We are positively
<certain in our own minds that the Reformers were specially guided by the
Hob- Spirit in, their work of reconstruction. The sanctified wisdom with
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~hich they removed that which w~s diseased and saved that which was
vital was something more than the work of meddling human beings; their
selection was a direct outcome of a God-given inspiration.

Meanwhile, the glitter and splendour, the banners and processions, the
high-sounding tittes of dignitaries and the reports of many thousands of
persons present at the Roman Catholic demonstrations, .may not be
encouraging to Protestant Evangelical readers, but we always need to
remember that neither numbers nor geographical situation count in this
matter, for the issue is a spiritual one. .. God is a Spirit, and they that
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth." Such is the
criterion of all true religion, as our Lord Himself taught us. The man
so nearly insolvent as to be on the verge of the bankruptcy court is not
infrequently the one who makes an outstanding display. A sincere
believer in Jesus also will invariably be less ready for advertisement than
the merely nominal Christion. Hence, in this matter of the principles of
Protestantism we stand for the loftiest and truest expression of the
doctrines enunciated by our Master and His blessed Apostles. In such
company we do well to rejoice, nor must we be even momentarily over
awed by the magnificent pretensions of our much less enlightened and
almost spiritually bankrupt cousins of the Roman faith. Possessing the
pearl of great price, we can afford to sit and listen to the noisy auctioneer
who is desirous of selling some poor substitute.

We will conclude by mentioning some of the great principles upon
which the Reformers relied. Chiefest of all was that of the Supremacy
of Holy Scripture in all matters of faith and practice. Drawing there
from, as from a well of waterundefiled, they taught afresh what the
Church had forgotten or overlooked for many generations, the true
doctrine of justification by faith in Christ alone, of Christian liberty and
of personal service, the true doctrine of the two Sacraments of the
Gospel, and the spiritual rights of the laity. The Roman Church, on the
other hand, repudiated all except the smallest and most insignificant
measure of reform, choosing rather to stabilise and render permanent her
comparatively modern errors~which men mistook for ancient and apostolic
teaching and practices. The heathenism of the Roman Church had its
origin not in the Apostolic writings but in worldly compromise with a
later surrounding paganism. Hoping to convert the heathen, that
Church, once pure and faithful, weakly compromised, and the very
heathen she baptised ruined and perverted her. Hence, we may fairly
describe the Roman Church of the present day as being one-third
Christian and two-thirds heathen by gradual extraneous additions. With
the Reformers, therefore, let us go back to the N ew Testament for our
religion, as the Church in the most enlightened generations has always
done.

.. Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, bestrong. Let
all your things be done with charity" (I Cor. xvi. 13, 14). '
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RAIN IN DUE SEASON
\

DURING the German air raids on this country, a verse from a hymn was
often quoted which brought comfort to many frightened Christians. It
was this: '

.. Plagues and deaths around me fly;
Till H~ bids, I cannot die;
Not a sIngle shaft can hit,
Till the God of love sees fit."

The words were written in 1777, and I suppose when the poet spoke of
plagu~s and deaths .. flying" he was thinking of .. The arrow that flieth
by day," from the ninety-first Psalm. He could not have known with
what fitness his words would apply in 1941, when they came with much
power to more than one of God's children during that time of fear!

The man who wrote that hymn was John Ryland, the well-known
Baptist minister of Northampton; and it is of an experience of his that
I want to write this month.

Late one evening, when Ryland Was getting to be an old man, he
was riding in a lonely country road some distance from home. His mind
was so full of things he had been doing all day, all connected with his
one great aim of preaching the Gospel, that he did not notice what dark
clouds were gathering in the sky until he was startled by a brilliant flash
of lightning followed by a heavy thunder-clap. Looking roul1d in Vain
for shelter, he decided that he had better turn back to a little wayside
inn that he remembered passing. In spite of-hastening at once to do this,
the rider was caught by the downpour that followed, and by the time
the inn was reached both horse and man were drenched.

A kindly welcome awaited him; the minister and his steed were
instantly attended to, and Mrs. Brown (as we will call the landlord's
wife) busied herself at once in drying the traveller's wet things. A hot
meal was soon provided, and presently Ryland, refreshed and com
forted, joined the family circle ·round the cheerful fire in the kitchen.
The hour that followed was spent in lively conversation, for Ryland had
many experiences to recount, and the landlord and his family became
very happy with their guest.

But as night drew on, the. old man became uneasy. He grew silent,
and kept looking round at the door as if he were waiting for something.
They all saw his -concern, and at last Mr. Brown suggested that he
might like to go up to his bedroom, where everything was ready.

.. But you haven't called your household together," said Ryland
anxiously,

. "
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.. Callt!d my household together?" repeated Brown, quite mystified•
.. I don't know what you mean, sir."

-" Why'! for prayer, of course," said Ryland.
The landlord was amused. .. Oh, we don't go in for that sort of

, thillq," he said, half-laughing.
Ryland got up hastily. .. Then I must go at once. Will you please

bring out my horse? "
The family all rose up dismayed. .. Why, just listen to the storm! ,,,

said Mrs. Brown. •• You can't go out in this-it's not fit for a dog to'
be out in."

.. But I can't stay in a house where there is no prayer to Cod," said
Ryland seriously .. If you would but call the household together! ,.

Mr. Brown was annoyed, but he saw the minister was very much in
earnest, and at last he said, " If I did call them in,' I wouldn't know
what to do next! "

.. Oh, 'leave that to me:; said Ryland, relieved.
So the landlord went to the door and shouted for the ostler and ,he

yard-boy and the maidservants, and they came trooping in, wondenn~

whatever was to happen next.
Ryland made everybody sit down in the circle round the fire. Then

he asked for a Bible. The Browns had to admit uneasily that there
was none in the house. Ryland drew a New Testament from his pocket
apd read a portion from the Word of God. A strange hush fell upon
the group, and they all listened with the utmost attention. The reader
put away his book and, kneeling down, poured forth his soul. in prayer
t~ the Almighty. He prayed for a blessing on the house and all who
were in it; he prayed that God would look in mercy on them all, that
He would convict them of sin, and lead them to the blopd of Jesus for
cleansing.•

When they rose from thcir knees it was evident that all were deeply
impressed; nearly all were greatly moved, and as for the landlord, the
tears were streaming down his face. Ryland, almost equally moved,

- saw that the Holy Spirit was present in power, melting the hard hearts ~

he struck while the iron was hot, and preached unto th~m Jesus.
. It was late indeed before .the company at last broke up for the night ~

but th" next morning Brown would not let his guest depart until he had
ministered to them by the Word of God and by prayer.

.That unexpected storm, driving the minister to seek shelter at the
inn, was used of God to bring salvation to that house. Both the land
lord and his wife were brought out of darkness into light, and that house,
where there was no fear of God no~ even a copy of the Bible, became
a house of prayer and godliness.

DAMARIS•

.. Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints ..
(Ephes. ;ri. 18).
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/ COME WITH ME

.. HE that increaseth knowledge, increaseth sorrow" (Eec. i. 18). So
a little friend found when her school days began: The school was two
minutes' walk down the road, if as much, but between it and her own
kind door there lurked a boy, and she was afraid of him So she wailed
out to her mother, .. If someone like you went with me ..." I do not
know if her mother did go with her, but I am sure that she comforted the
little one and encouraged her to face the journey and the foe .

.. If thou wilt go with me, then I will go; but if thou wilt not go with
me, then I will not go," Barak said to Deborah. This speech. was not
approved. Deborah, the head of the government, the judge, had given
Barak an explicit command from God. It was himself ( .. thee ") who
was to mobilise the army-to him God was to gather the hostile force.
If Barak believed that the God of Israel sent him, it was not for him to
supply a condition on which his obedience depended. Maybe he thought
that if Deborah declined to go, it would show that she was not confident
of victory. She said, .. I will surely go with thee," but added that
gentler hands than his would receive the chief prize. They both went
Barak in command of ten thousand men. The Lord discomfited Sisera,
all his chariots and all his host with the edge of the sword before his
servant. J ael's hands were strengthened by the hands of the mighty God
of J acob and she received the warrior courteously at her tent door.
Then sang Deborah and Barak their new song on that day for the
avenging of Israel, .. Praise ye the Lord," and I am sure we are all glad
the Barak sang as well as Deborah.

The Lord's compassions fail not. How kind He was to the timid
Gideon! The army was reduced to three hundred, and with that
number God told His servant to go down into the camp of the Midianites
-'--numerous as grasshoppers-adding, as if in immediate reply to the
heart-sinking of the hearer, .~ And if thou fear to,go down, take with
thee Phurah thy servant and go down." So they went together and
heard wonderful things. .. And what shall I more say," asks the writer
to the Hebrews, .. of Gideon and of Barak?" .. By faith they subduea
kingdoms." The fears are things of the past and are forgotten.

We read in Matthew twenty-six that Jesus came with His disciples
to a place called Gethsemane, and He took with Him Peter and the two
ssns of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith
Re unto them, .. My soul is exceeding sorowful even unto death; tarry
ye here and watch with Me." He went a little further by Himself and
prayed. But they could not watch with Him, nor comfort nor strengthen
Him. He was alone, of the people there was none with Him. This
was part of the poverty of which the Apostle writes, .. For our sakes He
became poor, that we through His poverty might be made rich." And
so Paul triumphantly said, .. No man stood with me, nevertheless the
Lord stood by me." He had the same company that Moses longed for'
and obtained, the same that so fortified the .. sweet psalmist of Israel."
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.. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil, for Thou art with me." But not with me only, Paul would
say, for Christ gathers His people together, makes them together happy
in Hi~, and, ,as on the mountain in Galilee, says, .. Lo, I am with 'you
alway; even unto the end.",

FOLLOWER-ON.

DIVINE ABILITY

THE Lord's people are continually dependent on Divine power. They
have no strength of their own. At times, their need of Divine power is
felt more keenly than at other times. They are confronted with an
unexpected trial, and they feel unable of themselves to remove it, or they
are faced with some great difficulty which they feel helpless to overcome.
Then it is that the truth of Divine ability is grasped more tenaciously.
and the promise of its exercise is pleaded with greater confidence. It is
felt that here is something too hard for human power to deal with, and
the believer takes special comfort from the question, .. Is anything too
hard for the' Lord?" Then he triumphantly says, .. I will lift up mine
eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from
the Lord, which made heaven and earth." He falls back on the
omnipotence of Jehovah, and he feels that with Him nothing is im
possible. We need always therefore to rejoice in the truth -of Divine
ability. We are never independent of the Lord's enabling grace. He is
able to save His people from merited wrath. We are .. by nature the
children of wrath, even as others." .. The wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men." We
are by nature ungodly. Apart from Divine grace, there is no fear of
God in our hearts. , We are by nature unrighteous. .. There is none
righteous, no, not one. " We therefore merit the wrath of God. But
we read of One Who is .. able to save them to the uttermost that come
~nto God by Him." He came into the world expressly to save sinners.
He redeemed sinners from the curse of the law, being made a curse for
them. He took the place of the-guilty, and endured the punishment
which their sins deserved and now He ever liveth to make intercession
for them. He can justly claim their exemption from penalty, because
He endured it in their stead. He can justly claim their justificatiolt.
because He perfectly obeyed the law on their behalf. He has therefore
the ability and the will to save them that come unto God by Him. What
a comfort this is! The awakened sinner realises his sin, and acknow
ledges his guilt, and he is absolutely helpless and unable' to deliver
himself from merited wrath! But Christ is able and willing to save him. "
and the Father to Whom the sinner comes is able through Christ to be
just, and yet the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. Oh, the mercy
of such Divine ability!
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THE EARLY CHRISTIANS AND PRAYER

(First Article)

IT is remarkable how much there is about prayer in the Acts of the
Apostles. That book shows us how prominent prayer was in the liv~

'Of the early Christians. One great feature of the prayers offered by
these early saints of Gad is their definiteness. It is import~nt to be
,definite in prayer. There are people whose prayers are scarcely to be)
distinguished from sermons, so lacking are they in definite petitions. No
prayer could be more definite than the Lord's Prayer. After the invoca~
tion each separate clause is a definite and dist+nct petition. It is true
that prayer is a time for communion and converse with God, and that
we may rightly tell Him our feelings and our thoughts, 'flnd record to
Him some of our doings as our Lord did in His Own prayer, recorded
in the seventeenth of John, but an examination of that prayer shows that
it contained many definite petitions.

Coming to the Acts of the Apostles, we find that the Apostles and
-early Christians prayed for definite guidance in perplexity. While
waiting at Jerusalem for the promise of the Father, Peter' stood up in
their midst and pointed out that it was necessary to appoint a successor
to J tidas. Two disciples who seemed to possess the necessary qualifica
tions were appointed, but they needed Divine guidance as to which of the
two should be set apart to take the place of Judas. Accordingly" they
prayed, and said, .. Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men,
shew whether of these two Thou hast chosen.", The result was that
Mathias .. was numbered with the eleven Apostles." Here we have a
lesson for ourselves. In all our ways we should acknowledge Him, and
He shall direet our paths. We are apt to come to decisions without first
having sought His guidance. The children of Israel were deceived on
one notable occasion because "they asked not counsel at the mouth of
the 6>rd." We are enjoined that in everything by prayer and supplica
tion with thanksgiving we shall let our requests be known unto God.
He has promised to guide His people continually, and in all the problems
and perplexities of life, great and small, we do well to enquire of the
Lord, as Daviddid, and seek His guidance. Secondly, the early
Christians prayed for boldness' and courage for testimony. Peter and
John had been forbidden by the authorities to preach or teach in Christ's
name. Christ, however, had definitely commanded them to preach
repentance and remission of sins in His name, among all nations. They
felt they. ought to obey God rather than man. It was no easy matter,
'however, to preach the Gospel in defiance of the powers that be. Under
the best of circumstances it 'requires courage and boldn~s to preach the
Gospel of God's grace. The Gospel in its fulness is not popular. Its
definite truths are often resented. The Apostle Paul felt the need of
prayer that he might open his mouth boldly to make known the mystery
of the Gospel. The Christian minister needs to preach courageously and
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•
also humbly. The fear of man must not ensnare him. Peter and John
felt this, and they came to their own company and they prayed. They
said, .. Now, Lord, behold their threatenings; and grant unto Thy
servants, that with all boldness they may speak Thy Word. . . . And
when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were aS5embled
together; ilnd they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake•the 'Word of God with boldness." God is able to make all grace

"abound towards His witnesses today, that they may speak His Word
without fearing the face of man. Men of courage are needed, men who
will dare to stand alone, men who win not follow the multitude to do
evil. -.

Thirdly, these early Christians prayed for enabling grace for new
workers in the Lord's vineyard. When the seven men of honest report
and full of lte Holy Ghost and of wisdom, were chosen to undertake the
administration of alms, the Apostles .. prayed, and laid their hands on
them." Only godly men were chosen for this work. Spiritual men for
spiritual work. was evidently the principle adopted in those early days.
But even spiritual men need Divine grace, and they need it continually.
Hence the Apostles prayed for them, and thus set them apart for the
work to which they were called. Later on when Barnabas and Saul
were separated for the work whereunto the Holy Ghost had called them,
we read that the Church fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on
them, and sent them away. They were .. recommended to the grace
of God for the work which they fulfilled." Missionaries 'who go out to
the heathen greatly need our prayers. They need them when they are
about to go forth, and they need them ever afterwards. .. Brethren,
pray for us," said the great Missionary to the Gentiles, .. that the word
of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with
you." When Paul and Barnabas were concluding their first missionary
journey they ordained elders in every Church which they had founded,
and when doing so, they .. prayed with fasting," and they commended
the members of the Churches to the Lord ori Whom they believed. The
Apostles felt that both ministers and churches needed Divine grace and
Divine blessing. .. Who is sufficient for these things? " exclaimed the
Apostle Paul in reference to his own work as a missionary, and his
answer was" Our sufficiency is of God." The like sufficiency is needed
today both by ministers and by the flock over which the Holy Ghost
hath made them overseers. Hence the need of definite prayer.

Fourthly, we read of prayer for the gift of the Holy Ghost. "When
the Apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received
the Word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: who, when they
·were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy
Ghost." The context shows that in this case it was for the extra
ordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost that the Apostles prayed. We are not
warranted to pray for such gifts now, but we always need the fulness
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of the Spirit. For that we may rightly pray daily, and the promise of
our Lord is, .. If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto
your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to them that ask Him." The Apostle Peter .. kneeled
down, and prayed " when he was instrumental in raising T abitha from
the dead. Paul prayed when ke desired to be the instrument of healing
the father of Publius at Melita. In like manner in all the great problems
which frequently confront the people of God, their' dependence upon
God should be manifest in earnest, definite prayer. What a remarkable
instance of definite prayer is given in the twelfth chapter of the Acts!
Peter was apprehended and put in prison, and it was Herod's intention
to put him to death, .. but prayer was made without ceasing of the
Church unto God for him." Definite and continuous prayer for his
deliverance was offered on his behalf. Far into the night they prayed
when his death seemed imminent, and how marvellous ~vas the answer.
Definite prayer was offered in all the cases we have mentioned and the
Lord heard and answered. May we realise ml:>re that .. Prayer moves
the Hand which moves the world, and brings salvation d~n," and may
we give ourselves earnestly and believingly to definite prayer.

SOME of my readers may have visited the Wartburg and had pointed
out to them the black spot on one of the walls of the room which Luther
occupied during his benevolently intended imprisonment. The legend
connected with it is this. One night during this mournful solitude, when
suffering from great depression, because; .as he himself expresses it in a
letter to Melanchthon" dated May 24th, 1521, .. I do see myself
insensible and hardened, a slave to sloth, rarely, alas! praying-unable
even to utter a groan for the Church, while my untamed flesh burns with
devouring flame," the great Reformer dreamt that Satan appeared to
him with a long scroll, in which were carefully written the many sins and
transgressions of which he was guilty from his birth, and which the evil
one proceeded to read out, mocking the while that such a sinner as he
should ever think of being called to do service for God, or even of
escaping himself from hell. As the long list was being. read, Luther's
terrors grew, and his agonies of soul increased. At last, however,
rousing himself, he jumped up and exclaimed: .. It is all true, Satan,
and many more sins which I have committed in my life which are known
to God only; but write at the bottom of your list, • The blood of Jesus
Christ, God's 'Son, cleanseth us from all sin,' " and grasping the inkstand

- on his table he threw it at the devil, who soon fled, the memorial of it
being left in the ink-splash on the wall.-The Visions and Pro:phecies
of Zechariah, by David Baron, p. 93.
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A DIVINE STIRRING UP
I

A REMNANT of the Lord's chosen people had been brought back from
the Babylonian captivity to rebuild the temple of the Lord at Jerusalem.
The foundation thereof was eventually laid. Opposition, however, came
from the Samaritans, and the work was forcibly made to cease. Plainly,.
however, the Lord's people too easily acquiesced in the hindrances which
had arisen. They knew that the decree of Cyrus was on their side, and'
if they had taken' the trouble to bring this decree to the notice of the-
·authorities they would no doubt have been permitted to go forward in
th~ work of rebuilding the temple, but lethargy, indifference and love of
ease influenced them to neglect the work ,of the Lord, and this coldness
and indifference continued until the Lord brought His power to bear
upon them. .. The Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of
ShealtieI, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of
Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people;

·and they came and did work in the house of the Lord of Hosts, their
God." These words of ,the prophet Haggai have their application to the
Lord's people today. First, they suggest that the people whom the Lord
stirs up to engage in His work are His Own people. Zerubbabel.
Joshua, and the remnant mentioned by the prophet belonged to the chosen
and redeemed race. They were God's people. When first they began:
to rebuild the temple the Samaritans wanted to help th~m, but they
refused their assistance. .. Ye have nothing to do with us to build an
house unto our God; but we ourselves together will build unto tne Lord:
God of Israel." Nothing is more clearly taught in the N ew Testament
than the truth that the Lord's work is to be done by the Lord's people.
Before men can rightly engage in the Lord's work they must be mani-'
fested as the Lord's saved people. The Apostles were first brought into.
living union with Christ ere He sent them forth to engage in His work.
The seven men chosen to administer the alms in Apostolic times were to.
be .. of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom." It is to
those who were washed, sanctified and justified that the Apostle said,
.. Be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the~

Lord." In other words, salvation comes first, and service second. We
We must first be numbered amongst the Lord's saved people ere He will
stir us up to engage in His work. In so far as the professing Church is,
encouraging the use of unconverted ministers, unconverted Sunday schoor

· teachers, unconverted church officers and unconverted organists, she is:
departing from the standard set in the Word of God.

Secondly, we are taught that the Lord stirs up His people of every
class to engage in His work. He stirred up Zerubbabel, the governor
of Judah. He stirrec;l up Joshua, the high priest. He also stirred up;
all the remnant of the people. They" all came and did work in the house
of the Lord of hosts their God." The work of the Lord was not
confined to the leading men, but the rank and file also shared in.
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rebuilding the temple of the Lord. Here is a truth for the Lord's people
today. No doubt the Holy Ghost separates some of Ris people specially
for preaching the Gospel of God's grace. Some are specially called to
be ministers of the Word, and' are Divinely qualified for this work, but
the Apostle exhorts all believers to abound in the work of the Lord.
It is remarkable that laymen, not Apostles, founded the Church in
Antioch. The persecution which arose about Stephen had the effect of
scattering the disciples from Jerusalem. All, except the Apostles, were
'Scattered abroad, and those thus scattered, without any Apostolic
or any episcopal ordination, .. went everywhere preachi:lg the
Word." The command to preach the Gospel to every creature
IS given to the whole Church. All its members are responsible
III some way to be obedient to this comman(;l. Not all are
called to be public preachers, but all are called to have a share in th!;
spread of the Gospel, both at home and abroad. The extension of
Christ's kingdom in villages, towns, and cities should ·be the concern of
all believers. All should use their influence and bear their testimony in
their own neighbourhood. All should be regularly found under the
sound of the Gospel themselves, and all should encourage others to come
to hear the Gospel. The looseness and slackness of real Christians in
using the weekly means of grace is greatly to be deplored, their lack of
zeal for the cause of God, and the lack of earnest prayer for Divine
blessing on the preaching of the Word, greatly discourages a faithful
minister, and accounts in some degree for the languishing of the Lord's
work in many places. Many professing Christians are zealous for such
questionable things as bazaars, concerts, whist drives, dances, musical
services, and other things which are pleasing to the eye and to the ear,
but they take no real interest in the definitely spiritual work and the only
proper work of the Church of G?d.

Thirdly, we are taught that the Lord stirred up His people from
lethargy, indifference and love of ease. They said, .. The time is not
come, the time that the Lord's house should be built." They built their
own ceiled houses, but the Lord's house lay waste. They took care to
spend their wealth to promote their own comfort and temporal happiness,
but they had got indifferent to the work of the Lord. This brought upon
them Divine chastisement. They sowed muc!} but reaped little. They
earned wages but they put them unintentionally into bags with holes in
them. The heaven was stayed from dew, and the earth was stayed from
her fruit. The Lord called for a drought upon the land, and He with
held prosperity from His sinning people. Are not large numbers of the
Lord's people today guilty of similar sins? The Lord's spiritual temple
is being built up. Stones from all parts of the earth are destined to be
gathered to their place in this building, but many of the Lord's people are
so self-centred, so indifferent, and so set upon their own earthly comforts
that they lamentably fail to give liberally for the Lord's work, and to
exert themselves to promote the Lord's cause.
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Finally, be it noted that the Lord stirred up His people by means of
His Word, and by the powerful operation of His Spirit. The Word of
the Lord came to them by means of Haggai the prophet. The Book ,of
Ezra shows that Zechariah also spake the Word of the Lord to them~

Along with the message of His Word the Lord Himself, doubtless by
His Spirit, wrought powerfully in the hearts of His people, so that they
were stirred up to do work .. in the house of the Lord of Hosts, their
God." Lethargy, sloth and indifference to the Lord's cause may be due
to the neglect of the prayerful reading of God's Word. If we would
abound in the work of the Lord we need to go back to His Word for
guidance and teaching, and we need the indwelling power of the Spirit
to work in us both tl> will and to do of His good pleasure.
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a Catechism. Fourth Edition. Price 2d. Order of Events. Price 4d. Dr. S.
P. Tregelles,LL.D.. Dr. C. Y. Biss, Mr. David Baron, and others kept in stock.
Free Lending Library Of the same-Mrs. S. R. Cottey. "Downside," Offington
Lane, Worthing.

SECOND EDITION-Revised and enlarged, "THE ART OF BEDMAKING "
(" Thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness "-Psalm xli. 3), by Mr.

Ready-to-Halt, Junr. A booklet to cheer and encourage the sick, the infirm
and the aged. and written by one who himself is so situated. Contents:
Bedmaking an art-The patient not merely "a case "-" ALL, his bed "
Jacob's hard bed but heavenly dream-Benjamin Parsons' three pillows-Not
a feather bed-Spiritual gymnastics-Lady Powerscourt's text-Crumbs in the
bed-Mr. Ready-to-Halt's crutches-A timely prayer. A well-known free
grace Minister writes: "I have enjoyed your pamphlet immensely and feel
sure that .it will be a message of comfort and inspiration to many sick ones,
I should \.ike a ,mndred copies." Most suitable for distribution by visitors ta
sick folk. Price 4d., post free sq... 4/- per doz. post free.-Published by: E. J.
Harmer, 47 Albion Road, Tunbndge Wells. Kent.

CHRISTMAS CARDS. Assorted Scriptural packet 3/3. Text Block
Calendars 2/11. 3/-. 3/2. 3/4 (Apples of Gold 3/-). Books forchilciren and

adults. Book Tokens sold and exchanged. Fountain Pens and other goods.
Mention" Gospel Magazine" when ordering.-E J. Harmer, Printer 47 Albion
Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. '

THE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of special
. gravity and pressing need, we turn to our kind supporters, and to others

who have not pr~viously helped us, for a special effort on behalf of our poor
friends, who owing to the dreadful War are placed in a much more trying
position than usual. 'We have about 125 of them on our books. They have so
much appreciated your kind help in former years, and we plead for the
necessary means to cheer and comfort their hearts and confirm them in the
faithfulness of their Covenant God.-The COMMITTEE, Hon. Sec.. A. C.
LEWIN. The Manse, High Street, Evington, Leicester.
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