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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT. 

" Who comforteth us in all· our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
thetn which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 

comforted of God."-2 CoRINTHIANS i. 4. 

" IN EVERYTHING GIVE THANKS" 

~<In everything give thanks: for this is the wilt of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you."-1 THESS . 5: 18. 

THREE. thirigs are iinked together by Paul in the epigrammatic close 
of his First Epistle to the Christians at Thessalonica : · 

"Rejoice evermore: 
Pray without ceasing. 

· In everything give thanks." 

Rejoicing, Praying, Thanksgiving are thus linked together. In this 
meditation we desire tp consider only the last of the three-Thanks
giving. 

We need to be reminded that it was to Christians who were 
suffering that Paul wrote. The Thessalonians had received the 
word "in much affliction" (1 : 6). They. had "suffered" at the 
hands of their own countrymen, as the Churches of Judaea had of 
the Jews (2: 14). Paul wrote to them that " no man should be 
moved by these afflictions " (3 : 3). H e had told them " that we 
are appointed thereunto . . . tha t we should suffer tribulation" 
(3: 3, 4). Despiteall this, he wrote: <<In everything give thanks" 
-even in persecution. It was given to them, as to the Philippians, 
"not only to believe on Christ, but also to suffer for His .sake " 
(Phil. 1 : 29) , 



322 The Gospel Magazine 

We have. just passed the season of Harvest Thanksgiving. We 
believe that every true child of God will have in his heart, sooner 
or later, by God's gift, a real sepse of God's mercy in supplying those 
" meats which God has created to be received with thanksgiving of 
them which believe and know the truth n (1 Tim. 4: 3). But, if'we 
delight to "worship in spirit and in truth" (John 4: 24), we will 
in public worship express our thanksgiving in a spiritual way. It 
has, we know, become customary in most professing churches to-day 
to decorate the building in most elaborate fashion. The Harvest 
Thanksgiving is turned into a Harvest Exhibvtion and crowds will 
flock (as with a Flower Show) to see the sights, often going from 
Church to Church to do so. We feel that this development in 
England (it is during only the last hundred years) is against that 
t:me spiritual worship that comes from ·the regenerated soul, which 
is so full of heartfelt thanksgiving to God . . The very hymn, "We 
plough the fields," which is used on occasion~ of Harvest Thanks
giving, which, as now printed and used, has the lines, " Accept the 
gifts . we offer," really had the lines : 

"We. have no gifts to offer 
For all Thy love imparts, 

But what Thou most desirest, 
Our humble thankful hearts." 

In reading over the Epistle of Paul we have been much impressed 
by the way in which he stressed the spirit of thanksgiving, and we 
ask our readers to survey some of the passages in which he does so : 

Eph. 5 : 19-20 : " Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord; -giving thanks always for all things unto God 
and tht; Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Phil. 4: 6-7: "Be careful (anxious) for nothing; but in every
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God : and the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, shall, keep (garrison) your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." 

Col. 2: 7: " ... abounding therein with thanksgiving." 
Col. 3 : 7 : " And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all 

in the name of the Lord Jesus, giv~ng thanks to God and the 
Father by Him." · · 

Col. 4 : 2 ;. "Continue in prayer, and watch iri the same with 
' thanksgiving." 

With the beginning of each of. his Epistles (except the Epistle to 
the Galatians, some of whom were turning " unto another gospel ") 
Paul always gave a heartfelt thanks . to God for the grace given to 
the Christians in the place to which he was writing. Also on various 
occasions he broke out in thanksgiving. For instance: · 
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" But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, 
. brethren, beloved of the ~ord, because God hath {rom the 
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of . the 
Spirit and, belief of the truth : whereunto He called you to our 
gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Cltrist" 
(2 Thess. ~: 13, 14). 

When describing the life of a Christian amid ungodly surround
ings, Patil spoke of certain things of uncleanness not to be once 
named among the saints, and he added: "Neither filthiness, nor 
foolish talking, nor jesting (low jesting), which are not convenient, 
but rather giving of thanks" (Eph. 5 : 3, 4). We also have the 
passage in Hebrews : 

"By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit l!lf our lips, giving thanks to His 
name" (Heb. 13 : 15). 

We are, therefore, justified in saying that thanksgiving is a mark 
of a real Christian. 

We see the same in the descriptions of the heavenly .state. · In 
the Book of Revelation the four living creatures round about the 
throne " give glory and honour and thanks to Him: that sat on the 
throne " (Rev. 4 : 9). The angels stood round about the throne, 
saying, " Amen : Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 
and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and 
ever. Amen" (Rev. 7: 12). Then when the kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and "of His Christ, the 
four and twenty elders say: "We give Thee thanks, 0 Lord God 
Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because Thou hast 
taken to Thee Thy great kingdom, and hast reigned" (Rev. 11 : 17). 

. All this is the reven;e of what we find in the· natural man. By 
nature, men,. when they knew God (His eternal power and God
head), yet " glorified Him not as God, neither were thrmkful" 
(Rom. 1 : 21). "Unthankful, unholy," are linked together by Paul 
in his description of men in the last days (2 Tim. 3 : 2). The r~ch 
farmer mentioned by our Lord (Luke 12: 16-20) said : "Soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up for many years, take thine ease, eat, drink, 
and be merry." When ten lepers were cleansed (Luke 17: 11-19) 
and only one returned to give thanks, Jesus said: "Were there not 
(the) ten cleansed? But where are the nine? There are not found 
that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger." This is the 
spirit of unregenerate man in the things of God. 

We like to refer to the General Thanksgiving in the services of 
the Church of England. As reformed in 1552, there was at first 
some deficiency in thanksgiving. Hence, in 1604, some five thanks
givings of a special kind were added. But in 1662 . there was 
provided that beautiful and Scriptural " General Thanksgiving," 

.. 
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written by one of the Puritans, a former member of the Westminster 
Asesmbly of Divines, who later, at the age of 61, was made Bishop 
of Norwich-Bishop Edward Reynolds. He was described as " a 
person of great authority, as well as fame, among the Calvinists " 
(Dr. I'ierce), and as "another Apollos, mighty in the Scriptures." 

· In the Thanksgiving the approach to " the Father of all mercies " 
(2 Cor. 1: 3), and the spirit of the approach-" We Thine unworthy 
servants "-is that of Jacob (Gen. 32 10: "I am not worthy of the 
least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which Thou hast shewed 
unto Thy servant"). In the actual Thanksgiving Dr. Reynolds 
wrote these comprehensive words : 

"We bless Thee for our creation, preservation, and all the 
blessings of this life : but above all, for Thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for 
the means of grace, and for the hope of glory." 

In the following survey ~e follow in great measure the lines 
of Dr. Reynolds' expressive thanksgiving. 

THANKSGIVING FOR TEMPORAL BLESSINGS 

In the range of temporal blessings-our being, life, preservation, 
health, every mercy granted on our path-as children of God we 
desire "to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received 
at God's hands." It is God "who hath made us," and we desire 
at all times " to be thankful unto Him and to speak good of His 
name" (Psalm 100: 4). "In every~Q.ing," if guided by the Word 
of God and enabled by the Spirit of God; we "give thanks." " Every 

, good gift and every perfect gift is from above and comes down from 
the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning. Of His own will begat He us that we should be a kind 
of firstfruits of His creatures" (James 1 : 17-18). · He is "the 
Saviour (or Preserver) of all men, specially of those that believe" 
(1 Tim. 4: 10)-there is special providence for the children of 
God. Taught from the heart to pray " Give us this day our daily 
bread," they are thankful for the " meats which God has created 
to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know 
the truth." 

This is manifested in the thanksgiving, or grace, before a meal in 
the household of a new-born child of God. It is no formal thing-it 
springs from the heart, the thankful heart which recognises mercy. 
It is often my privilege, as I have to travel much, to join from the 
heart in the humble and holy thanksgiving in Christian households 
in many parts of the country. 

We remember that the Lord Jesus, before the feeding of the 
five thousand, " blessed" God. He did the same at the Last Supper. 
Paul also, on the perilous voyage !O Rome, " took bread, and gave 
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thanks to God in presence of .them all" (Acts 27 : 35). May the 
Lord ever graciously preserve in us a grateful heart for all His 
temporal mercies : 

Ten thousand thousand precious gifts 
My daily thanks employ ; 

Nor is the least a thankful heart 
That tastes those gifts with joy. (Addison). 

THANKSGIVINGS FOR SPIRITUAL MERCIES 

But, most of all, the child of God has an ever-grateful sense 1of 
God's spiritual mercies to his soul. H e recalls what he once was
dead in trespasses and sins, alienated from the life of God, without 
hope, without · Christ, an eriemy of God by wicked works, having 
no fear of God in his heart, walking according to the course of this 
world. He remembers the mercy of God to him, so undeserved, but 
so sovereign and so rich! He knows that it is solely by the grace of 
God that he is what he is.:_an awakened, .quickened, drawn, child 
of God. 'With the psalmist he says : " H e brought me up also out 
of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my f~t upon a 
rock, and established my goings. And He hath put a new song in 
my mouth, even praise unto our God " (Psalm 40 : 2-3): 

Then he treasures the blessings of grace revealed to him by the 
Spirit through the Word-electing grace, redeeming grace, calling 
grace, adopting grace, preserving grace, all the means of grace, and 
the assurance in the Word of "an inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you 
who are kept by the power of God thro\lgh faith unto salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time" (1 Pet. 1 : 4-5). All this, when 
blessed to his own heart by the Spirit of God, produces in him a deep 
sense both of unworthiness and profound thankfulness. 

He knows, on the authority of God's Word, that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to God's purpose (Rom. 8: 28); that he was chosen, 
foreknown in God's love, predestinated unto life, unto adoption as 
God's child; that he was redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. The love of Christ 
constrains him! Christ has obtained eternal redemption for him. 
All his sins are forgiven for Christ's sake. Then, becaus~ he is a son, 
God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into his heart, and the 
sinner is enabled to cry, Abba, Father! As he sees death a:qd the 
grave, he is told of victory through our Lord Jesus 9hrist, who 
gives eternal life to His sheep and1 who says : ~· They shall never 
perish, neither shqll any man pluck them out of My hand" (John 
10 : 28). ' For all these assurances he can never feel sufficintly thank
ful. 
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THANKSGIVINGS FOR THE MEANS OF GRACE 

We desire to mention by itself one particular thanKsgiving of the 
children of God-that of a place of worship with a ministry of truth 
based solely on the Word of God. How valuable this is in these days! 
How thankful should our hearts be for every mercy in this direction ! 
How we should endeavour "to keep the unity df the Spirit "
forbearing one another's faults and failings, forgiving one another, 
as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven us (Eph. 5 : 32). 

In so many places there is " a famine in the land, not a famine of 
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord " 
(Amos 8: 11). But blessed are the people who know (and hear) the 
joyful sound! True pastors are God's gift (Eph. 4 : 11) to .His 
people, and it is a -great mercy and blessing to be under the faithful 
ministry of the grace of God in Christ. 

THANKSGIVINGS IN ADV ERSITY 

We would add one more thought. " In everything give thanks" 
-does tliis apply to days and times of adversity, of suffering, of 
trials, tempta,tions, sorrows? Yes; it does, for God is an unchanging 
God-" I am the Lord; I change not; therefore ye sons of J aco5 
are not consumed" (Mal. 3: 6). Our rejoicing is not in ourselves-

. the word i~ : " Rejoice in the Lord.)) God ,is ever the God of all 
grace. The Lord Jesus is ever the sympathising High Priest, able 
to save to the uttermost them that come unto God by Him. Our 
circ1.1mstances, condition, spirit, may not be what we would desire 
them to be; but God is ever faithful to His people, and He never 
suffers them to be tempted above that they are able (1 Cor. 10: 13). 
He has promised never to leave nor forsake them. His grace is 
sufficient. His strength is made perfect in weakness (2 Cor. 12: 9). 

Rejoice, believer, in the Lord, 
. Who makes your cause His own; 

The hope that's built upon His word 
_Can ·ne'er be overthrown. (john Newton). 

W.D.S. 

I liked t~e' thought recently when reading, " They came to Him 
from every quarter." How inclusive that was of state and condition, 
class and class. Whoever they were, of whatever nationality, as in 
their divers needs they sought the Divine Healer, He sent none 
unhealed, nor empty away.-The late Miss RUTH CoWELL. 
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~ap~tne ~ottG 

"THE DIVINE PHYSICIAN " 

DrscovERY ,oF A LETTER BY JoHN NEWTON 

SoME 25 years ago a minister living in the city of New York dis
covered in a second-hand bookshop an original letter by John 
Newton, in his own handwriting. It was dated "June 24th, 1794," 
and was addressed to a Christian lady living at Olney, Bucks., 
doubtless one of his friends and parishioners when he was Curate
in-charge there. 

How this letter eventually got to America is uncertain; possibly 
it was taken there by some descendant of the recipient. The New 
York minister printed the substance of the letter in an American ?' 
religious magazine, but it does not appear to have been published in 
this country. · 

Readers who know and love 'John Newton's Car.diphonia well 
' know the inspiration and comfort of his deeply spiritual letters, and 

the illumination that they bring to many passages of\ Scripture, and 
to the doctrines of grace. In the New York letter he delightfully · 
and searchingly describes the power and ability of his Divine 
Physician, and the prescriptions for soul~health which He gives 
those who trust in Him. 

At the time the letter was written Newton was Rector of St. 
Mary Woolnoth, Lombat-d Stree_t, Londqn, and in his 70th year. 
He had a remarkable COI/Stitution which had sustained him through 
the hardships and perils of his earlier seafaring life, and which had 
been a source of much thanksgiving in his unceasing evangelical 
labours in the ministry. Writing to a friend at Rome in 1796 he 
says: \ 

" You kindly enquire after my health : myself and family are, 
through the Divine favour, perfectly well; yet, healthy as I am, 
I labour under a growing disorder, for which there is no cure-<
I mean old age. I am not sorry it is a mortal disease, from 
which no one recovers; for who would live always in such a 
world as this, who has a scriptural hope of an inheritance in 
the world of light? " 

It is not of physical health, however, but of spiritual health that 
he writes in the letter discovered in New York. John Newton, the 
converted slave-ship captain, was in himself a mighty evidence of 
.the healing skill of the Divine· Physician, the Lord Jesus Christ. By 
divine grace he was " ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven," and, as 
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he himself says on the epitaph he prepared for himself, " appointed 
to preach the faith he had long ~aboured to destroy." 

~he following is the greater part of the letter of June 24th, 1794 : 

"It has pleased God to favour me with a remarkable exemp
tion from pain and sickness of body, for many years past. But 
I have a sick soul, labouring under a complication of disorders, 
each of them in their nature mortal and incurable by any 
physician but One. To Him all cases are alike easy. He can 
not only heal the sick, but raise the dead. I had often heard of 
Him, but my prejudices prevented me from applying to, Him, 
till I was brought very low indeed. At length, necessity com
pelling (it was a happy necessity), I went to Him and He readily 
undertook my cure. ·And therefore I trust I shall not die but 
live, a monument of His power and compassion. For I was 
utterly undeserving of His notice. I tried many things for 
relief. I ran from one crooture to another for help, in vain. He 
knew that if I could have done without Him, I would not have 
come to Him, and yet He received me without one upbraiding 
word. · 

" It is now the business and pleasure of my life to procure 
Him more patients. I tell thousands in a year how much they 
need Him, ho.w gracious and skilful He is, but I can prevail on 
very few to go. There is none like Him, He w~lcomes all that 
apply, no one miscarries under His hand, and He neither expects 
or accepts any fees. 

" Sometimes I think, surely when they see me and are told 
how nigh to death I was, they will be persuaded; but, alas! it is 
of the nature of our common disease to be insensible of our 
danger, and to think ourselves well, even when we are at the 
point of death. 

" He prescribes me medicines. These are the means of grace, 
in which I am to be found waiting, and the trials which He 
allots me, when He sees they are needful. He bids me to beware 
of the world, its vain customs and false maxims. He says the 
air of the world is unwholesome. and infectious; and I have often 
fo\].nd it so, and yet am prone to breathe it more than is neces
sary. For want of strictly observing His caution, when I have 
sometimes sl!cceeded tolerably well in the morning, I have 
brought on a relapse before night. He bids me be very careful 
of my tempers, and says that Pride, Positiveness, Anger, Levity 
and many other wrong ' tempers will certainly aggravate my 
disease. 

! 

" I always find His words true, yet I am too apt to neglect 
them. Had I been under Dr. Warren's care [the Olney 
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physician?] he would have left me to myself long ago, if I had 
not complied more punctually with his directions, than I have 
with my Lord's. 

"No physician but the Saviour has patience to bear with such 
perverseness as mine. But He still attends and watches over 
me. It is of His mercy that I am not worse, it is my own fault 
that I am not better. Oh that I had hearkened more attentively 
to Him! 

" I think I would willingly be made whole, but I often 
foolishly counteracted my own desires. I am frequently almost 
ashamed to apply to Him any more; but to whom else can I 
go? ... " 

To whom indeed! The Divine Physician is mighty to heal and 
save, His remedies are infallibly efficacious, and He never yet lost 
a case.· This letter of Newton is worthy to be placed alongside the 
great writings of John Bunyan; every sentence is worth pondering 
carefully. How striking is the sentence " It is now the business and 
pleasure of my life to procure Him more patients." Let us seek 
grace and.wisdom to do this also, to seek patients for the Physician 
of sin-sick souls, by prayer and testimony. 

In the Olney Hymns, No. LXII, John Newton has a hymn on · 
" The Good Physician " : 

How lost was my condition, 
Till Jesus made me whole! 

There is but one Physician 
Can cure a sin-sick soul. 

Next door to death He found me, 
And snatch'd me from the grave; 

To tell to all around me, 

His wond'rous P?wer to save. 

2 The worst of all diseases 
Is light compar'd with sin; 
On every part it seizes, 
But rages most within : 

'Tis palsy, plague, and fever, 
And madness,-all combin'd; 

And none but a believer, 

The least relief can find. 
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3 From men great skill professing, 
I thought a cure to gain; 
But . this proved more distressing, 
And added to my pain. 
Some said that nothing ail'd me, 
Some gave _me up for lost : · 
Thus every refuge fail'd me, 
And all my hopes were cross'd. 

4 At length this great Physician, 
How matchless is His grace, 
Accepted my petition, 
And undertook my case : 
First gave me sight to view Him, 
For sin my eyes had seal'd, 
Then bid me look Unto Him; 
I ,looked, and I was heal' d. 

5 A dying, risen, Jesus, 
Seen by the eye of faith, 
At once from danger frees us, 
And saves the soul from .death. 
Come, then, to this Physician, 
His help He'll freely give; 
He makes no hard condition, 
'Tis only-lo9k and Hve. 

.-

" As many as touched Him were made perfectly whole." 

E.W.B. 

"He is faithful that promised.". He has been faithful in the past. 
He is faithful today in regard both to spiritual promises and to 
temporal promises, and we may rely upon it with confidence and 
with assurance that He will still be faithful. At His coming all the 
other promises yet unfulfilled shall be fulfilled to the letter, and 
all the people of God redeemed by the precious blood of the 
Surety of the Everlasting Covenant shall be for ever with the Lord 
in ceaseless joy and felicity.-Rev. ·Thomas Houghton, 1940. 

' ' 
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'.' Rev. Sir,-In consequence of your kind permission, I take the 
liberty to trouble you with another of my ill-written letters; and I 
trust you have too much of your blessed Master's lowly, meek, and 
humble mind, to be offended with a poor, simple, ignorant creature, 

· whose intentions are pure and sincere in writing. My desire js, 
that I, a weak vessel of His grace, may glorify His name for His 
goodness towards me. May the Lord direct me· by His counsel and 
wisdom ! May He overshadow me with His presence; that I may 
sit beneath the banner of His love, and find the consolations of His 
blessed Spirit sweet and refreshing to my soul! 
1 

" When I feel th~t I am nothing, and God is all in all, then I can 
willingly 'fly to Him, saying, ' Lord, help me; Lord, teach me; 
be unto me my Prophet, Priest, and King. Let me know the 
teaching of Thy grace, and the disclosing of Thy love.' What near
ness of access might we have if we lived more near to God ! What 
sweet communion might we have with a God of love! He is the 
great I AM. How glorious a name ! Angels with trembling awe 
prostrate themselves before Him, and in humble love adore and 
worship Him. One says, 

' While the first archangel sings, 
He hides his face behind his wings.' 

Unworthy as I am, I have found it by experience, that the more I 
see of the greatness and goodness of God, and the nearer union I 
hope I have had with Him through the Spirit of His love, the more 
humble and self-abased I have been. 

"But every day I may say, 'Lord, how little !Jove th~e, how far 
I live from Thee, how little am I like Thee in humility! ' It is 
nevertheless my heart's desire to love and serve Him better. I find 
the way in which God does more particularly bless me, is when I 
attehd on the public ordinances of religion. These are the channels 
through which He conveys the riches of His grace and precious love 
to my soul. These I have often found to be indeed the time of 
refreshing and · strengthening from the presence of the Lord. Then 
I can see my hope of an interest in the covenant of the love, and 
praise Him for H,is mercy to the greatest of sinners. 
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" I earnestly wish to be more established in the ways, and to 
honour Him in the path of duties whilst I enjoy the smiles of His 
favour. In the midst of all outward afflictions I pray that I may 
know Christ, and the power of cHis resurrection, within my soul. 
If I were always thus, my summer would last all the year; my will 
would then be sweetly lost in God's will, and I should feel a 
resignation to every dispensatio~ of His providence and His grace, 
saying, 'Good is the will of the Lord : infinite wisdom cannot err.' 
~hen would patience have its perfect wprk. 

" But, alas ! sin and unbelief often, too often, interrupt these 
frames, and lay me low before God in tears of sorrow. I often think 
what a happinessit would be, if His love were so fixed in my heart, 
that I might willingly obey Him with alacrity and delight, and 
gradually mortify the power of self-will, passion, and pride. This 
can only arise from a good hope through grace, that we are washed 
in that precious blood which cleanses us from every sinful stain, and 
makes us new creatures in Christ. 0 that we may be the happy 
witnesses .of the saving power and virtue of that healing stream 
which flows from the fou~tain of everlasting love ! 

" Sir, my faith is often exceedingly weak : c~n you be so kind 
as to tell me, what you have found to be the most effectuar means 
of strengthening it? I often think how plainly the Lord declares, 
Believe only, and thou shalt be saved. Only have faith; all things 
are possible to him that has it. How !wish that we could remove 
all those mountains that hinder and obstruct the light of His grace; 
so that having full access unto God through that ever-blessed Spirit, 
we might lovingly commune with Him as with the dearest of friends. 
What favour doth God bestow on worms ! And yet we love to 
murmur and complain. Fe may well say, What should I have done 
more, that I have not done? or wherein have I proved unfaithful or 
unkind to my faithless backsliding children? 

" Sir, I pray that I may not grieve Him, as I have done, any more. 
I want your counsel and your prayers for me in this matter. How 
refreshing is the sight of one that truly loves God, that bears His 
image and likeness ! 

" But delightful as is conversation with true believers on earth, 
whose hearts are lifted up to things above, yet what is thi? to that 

. happy day which will admit us into more bright realms; where we 
shall for ever behold a God of love in the smiling face of His Son, 
who is the express image of His Fatherand the brightness of His 
glory ! Then, if found in Hiin, we shall be received by the innumer
able host of angels who wait around His throne . 

. " In the meantime, sir, may I take up my cross, imd manfully 
fight under Him, who for the glory that was set before Him, endured 



The Gospel Mag~zine , 333 

the cross, despised the shame, and is now set down at His Father's 
right hand in majesty.! I thank you for the kind liberty you have 
given to me of writing to you. I feel my health declining, and 1 
find a relief during an hour of pain and weakness in communicating 
these thoughts to you. 

"I hope, sir, you go on your way rejoicing; that you are enabled 
to thank Him who is the giver of every good gift, spiritual, temporal, 
and providential, for blessings to yourself and your ministry. I do 
not doubt but you often meet with circumst.ances which are not 
pleasing to nature; yet, by the blessing of God, they will be all 
profitable in the end. They are kl.ndly designed by grace to make 
and keep us humble. The difficulties which you spoke of to me 
some time since will, I trust, disappear. 

"My dear father and mother are as well as usual in bodily health; 
and I hope grow iri grac~· and in the knowledge and love of Jesus 
Christ. My chief desire to live is for their sakes. It now seems 
long since we have seen you. I am almost ashamed to request you 
to come to our little cottage, to visit those who are so far beneath 
your station in life. But if you cannot come, we shall be very glad 
if you will write a few lines. I ought to make ari excu5e for my 
letter, I spell so badly : this was a great neglect when I was young. 
I gave myself greatly to reading, but not to the other; and now I am 
too weak and feeble to learn much. 

" I hear sometimes of persons growing serious in your congrega
tion. It gives me joy; and if true, I am sure it does so to yourself. 
I long for the pure Gospel of Christ to be preached in every church 
in the world, .and for the time .when all shall know, love, and fear 
the Lord; and the uniting Spirit of God shall make them of one 
heart and mind in Christ our great Head. Your greatest joy, I 
know, will be in labouring much for the glory of God in the 
salvation of men's souls. You serve a good. Master. You have a 
sure reward. I pray God to give you strength according to your day. 

" Pray, sir, do not be offended at the freedom and manner of my 
writing. My parents' duty and love to you are sent with these lines 
from 

" Your hu~ble servant in Christ, 
" E--- W---." 

"Dear Sir,- I should be very glad, if your convenience will allow, 
that you would come and see a poor unworthy sinner. My hour 
glass is nearly run out; but I hope I can see Christ to be precious to 
my soul. Your conversation has often been blessed to me, and I 
now feel the need of it more than ever. My father and my :mother 
send their duty to yo~. 

" From your obedient and unworthy servant, 
, " E W---.'' 
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The Rev. _Legh Richmond asked her on what her present con
solations chiefly depended, in the prospect of approaching death. 
She replied : · 

" Entirely sir, on my vie~ of Christ. When I look at myself, 
many sins, infirmities, and imperfections cloud the image of Christ 
which I want to see in my own heart. But when I look at the 
Saviour Himself, He is altogether lovely; there is not one spot in 
His countenance, nor one cloud over all His perfections. 

" I think of His coming in the flesh, and it reconciles me to the 
sufferings of the body; for He had them as well as I. I think of 
His temptations, and believe that He is able to wccour me when I 
a.IQ tempted. Then I think of His cross, and learn to bear. my own. 
I reflect on His death, and long to die unto sin, so that it may no 
longer have dominion over me. I sometimes think of His resurrec~ 
tion, and trust that' He has given me a part in it, for I feel that my 
affections are set , upon things above. Chiefly I take comfort in 
thinking of Him as at the right hand of the Father, pleading my 
cause, and rendering acceptable even my feeble prayers, both for 
myself, and, as I hope, for my dear friends. 

" These are the views which, through mercy, I have of my 
Saviour's goodness: and they have made me wish and strive in my 
poor way to serve Him, to give myself up to Him, and to labour to 
do my duty in that state of life .into which it has pleased Him to 

~ call me. 

" A thousand times I should have fallen and fainted," if He had 
not upheld me'. I feel that I am nothing without Him. He is all 
in all. 

" Just so far as I can cast my care upon Him I find strength to 
do His will. May He give me grace to trust Him till the last 
moment ! I do not fear death, because I believe that He has taken 
away its sting. And, oh, what happiness beyond ! Tell me, sir, 
whether you think I am right-! hope I am under no delusion. 
I dare not look for my hope in any thing short of the entire fulness 
of ·Christ. When I ask my own heart a question, I am afraid to 
trust it, for it is treacherous, and has often deceived me. But when 
I ask Christ, He answers me with promises that strengthen and 
refresh me, and leave me no' room to doubt His power and will to 
save. I am in His hands, and would remain there; and I do believe 
that He will never leave nor forsake me, but will perfect the thing 
that concerns me. He loved me and gave Himself for me, and I 
believe that His gifts and calling are without repentance. In this 
hope I live, in this hope I wish to die." 
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~etmong ann ~ote11 of · ~ermons~ 
UNION WITH CHRIST 

[PART OF A SERMON, 1886, BY THE REV. jAMES BATTERSBY, 
SHEFFIELD.] 

"If any man is in Christ."_:_2 Cor. 5: 17. 

UNION with Christ is the leading thougN.t in these words. I mention 
two mysteries in the Word of God. 

(a) There is the mystery of the union of God and man in ONE 
CHRIST. "And without controversy great is •the mystery of godli
ness; He Who was manifested in the flesh, justified in the spirit, 
seen of angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the world, 
received up in glory" (1 Timothy 3 : 16). "The Word was made 
flesh and dwelt' among us." It ,is an article of the Christian faith, 
that we believe our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and 
man-Perfect God and Perfect Man in the ONE CHRIST. This truth 
is received and believed on the authority of Divine Revelation. 

(b) The other mystery is the union of Christ and His church. 
The Apostle thus describes this mystical union~" Christ in you 
the hope of glory." "This is a great mystery, but I speak con
cerning Christ and the Church." See and read the following 
passages: Colossians 1 : 27; Ephesians 5 : 29. We are wholly de
pendent upon Revelation for . a true knowledge of this divine ahd 
heavenly mystery. Eternal union with Christ is both secret, vital, 
and spiritual. 

Secret union with Christ is a foundation truth of the Gospel. By 
secret union with Christ, I mean the standing of the church 
of God in Him from eternity to eternity. God the Father from 
eternity has chosen His people in- Christ,. preser\Ted them in Him, 
an·d accepted them in Him. May this great truth he deeply im
pressed upon all our hearts by the Holy Spirit, that Christ is the 
Eternal , Covenant Head and Representative of His people, and 
that He is the same yesterday, today, and for ever . . 

Now vital and spiritual union with Christ is an experimental 
union. The One Divine Spirit is in . Chris& and in all Believers. 
They dwell in Him, and He in them. " He that dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and God in him." " Hereby know we that we 
dwell in Him, and He in us, because He hath given us of His Spirit." 
(1 John 4. 13, 16). 
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But when an,d by what means are we brought to realise this vital 
and spiritual union with Christ? I know of no better answer to . 
this question than that of our Lord's to Nicodemus: "Verily, Verily, 
I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, . 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit
ye must be born again." Ye must be born from above by the 
regenerating power of the · Holy Ghost. All real believers in Christ 
are then born of God (John 3: 5-7). When this new birth is vitally, 
spiritually, and experimentaLly felt within, then the new born babe 
leaps for joy, and says, "My Beloved is mine, and I am His." Here 
is mutual interest. Christ has a special interest in His people, and 
so have they in Him. 

Spiritual union with Christ is beautifully illustrated in the Word 
of God. 

1. In the parable of the vine and branches, we have the union 
between Christ and believers in life and fruitfulness illustrated. As 
the vine and branches have but one life, so Christ and believers 
have but one spiritual and eternal life. As the living branches bring 
forth fruit by virtue of 'union with the vine, so do all true believers 
by virtue of union with Christ: I do not ·wish to press the parable 
beyond illustrating the union between Christ and believers in life 
and fruitfuln ess (John 15). 

2. Again, where there is real ~nion with Christ, there will be also 
real feeling and sympathy one with another. This is ·illustrated by 
the human body, no member of which can say, "I have no need of 
thee." If one member suffers, they all suffer, and if one be 
honoured, they are all honoured. Christ is the Head, and all be
lievers are one body in Him, and every one members one of another. 
God has so tempered the whole together that when one member is 
wounded, they are all wounded; when one weeps, they all weep. 
The Head and members feel arid sympathise together, for they are 
one mystical Christ (1 Corinthians 12). 

3. Again, the union between Christ and believers is illustrated by 
the marriage union . . St. Paul says, that this is a great mystery; but 
he speaks concerning Christ and His church (Ephesians 5). The 
husband promises to love, comfort, honour, and keep his wife, The 
wife promises to obey, serve, love, honour, and keep her husband. 
Here we have mutual love and affection between husband and wife 
-so between Christ tlnd His church, He honours her, and keeps 
her, and she in return loves, honours, and obeys Him. 

4. Again, the union between Christ and His Church is illustrated 
by a · building. Christ is the Foundation, and believers are living 
stones built upon the Foundation. I believe that the Church's 
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stabiility, firmness, and support are here set- forth (Ephesians 2). 
Christ is the Rock of Ages, on which the Church of God is built, 
and against which the powers of darkness will n~ver be able to 
prevail. Christ is the Church's stability, firmness, support and 
security. 

5. Again, the union between Christ and His Church is illustrated 
-by the union which has eternally existed between the Father and the 
Son. Now, I know nothing about this eternal union, beyond what 
thy Saviour Himself has been pleased to tell us. I shall here give 
you ·some of our Lord's sayings:___:_" I am in the Father, and the 
·Father in Me."-" All Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine, and 
I am glorified in them."-" Holy Father, keep through Thine Own 
·Name those whom Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, 
as We are." Here is union prayed for by the Saviour, which is one 
of the most precious and soul rev,iving truths contained in the 
whole Scriptures. Now read the 17th of St. · John's Gospel, and the 
21st verse:-" That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in 
M e, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us." Then follows 
the design, " That the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me. 
And the glory which Thou gavest M e I have given them; that 
they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, anci Thou in Me, 
that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may 
know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast 
loved Me." This illustration is perfect and faultless. And such 
is the' vital, spiritual, and eternal union between Christ and His 
Church. 

A knowledge of this union produces a wonderful oneness amongst 
believers in !Jhrist. The early Christians were of one heart, of one 
mind, and of one soul. The Divine Spirit dwelt in them , as the 
Spirit of unity, love, peace, and goodwill. They were not only in 
Christ, but Christ was in them, and they had communion and 
fellowship one with another, and with the Father, and with His 
S~m J esus Christ. 

But w hat about those who are not vitally and spiritually united 
to Christ? There is but one answer to ·be given to this question, 
and this you 'will find in the 8th of Romans:-" Now if any man 
have rwt the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His." To be out of 
Christ is to be in the flesh, and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. -To be in the flesh, and not in Christ, is to be spiritually 
dead in trespasses and sins-without life-without hope-and with
'Out God in the world. What a pitiable condition ! 

How different is the condition of the child of God who is vitally 
and spiritually united to Christ Jesus. "But now, in Christ Jesus 
ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the Blood of 
'Christ." In Christ Jesus is nearness to God. hi Him there is no 
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condemnation. In Him the believer has wisdom, and righteous
ness, arid sanctification, and redemption, and eternal life. Surely, 
shall all the children of God say, "In the Lord have·we righteous
ness and ~trength," "In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be 
Justified, a,.ntl shall glory." 

I have now dealt with the apostolic supposition, " If any man 
is in Christ. " I have touched upon two mysteries : I have spoken 
to you of secret union with Christ, and also of vital, spiritual, and 
experimental union with Him. Of the latter of these, I have given 
you several Scriptural illustrations, which will well repay your most 
careful consideration, and especially that Divine Unioi). which is set 
forth by our Blessed Saviou~ in the 17th of St. John. May the 
union for which Christ prayed be realised in all His people for 
His Name's sake. Amen. 
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~&roteutant meaton. 
"THE RISE AND FALL OF THE PAPACY" 

RoBERT FLEMING's BooK 

As two eminent persons who. bore the name of Robert Fleming have 
-often been mistaken for one and the same person, we shall briefly 
s tate a few particulars, respecting the father, before proceeding to 
the subject of thi~ memoir, Robert Fleming; junior, the author of 
The Rise and Fall of the Pa;pacy. · · 

Robert Fleming, senior, was born at Yester, East Lothian, 1630, 
in which place J ames Fleming, son-in-law of Knox, was minister. 
He studied under Samuel Rutherford at St. Andrew's, and was 
-ordained minister of Cambuslang in 1653. H ere he remained but 
for a few years, for he was ejected in 1662, along with four hundred 
-of the best ministers of Scotland. In consequence of this Act of 
1662, and the persecutions which followed, in which Fleming was 
a sharer, he · took shelter in London, from which place he was invited 
to the second pastoral charge of the Sco tch church at Rotterdam 
-- a call which he accep ted . In this place he discharged the duties 
of a faithful, able, and zealous minister. He also visited London 
occasionally, after the accession of William III , where he received 
.affec tiona te welcomes. I t was in one of these visits, in 1694, tha t he 
was attacked with his last illness, and passed away at the age of 
:sixty-four. 

I. EARLY LIFE O F RoBERT FLEMING, JuNIOR 

The exact period of the birth of Rob~rt Fleming, junior, author 
·of The Rise and Fall of the Papacy," cannot now be ascertained. 
It appears, however, that he was .born at Cameuslang during the 
short incumbency of his father there; and tha,t on the ejection of 
the latter, Robert, who must ~till have been a mere boy, composed 
·one of a family of seven children, who were thus bereaved of 
paternal care. But that gracious and heavenly Father, for whose 
-cause all this destitution had been incurred, did not suffer them to 
want, but, on the contrary, provided them with every comfort 

:needful. On the settlement of their parent in Holland, Robert; and 
the rest of the family, who some time previously had been deprived 
of their mother· by death, repaired to Rotterd~m. 

After having been again settled under paternal superintendence, 
he continued his, studies with zeal, and with the purpose of devoting 
them to the work of the ministry of the Gospel. Of the proficiency ' 
be att<i.ined in classical and Biblical knowledge there are ample 
1lroofs. H e studied at the Universities of-Leyden and Utrecht. His 

. :language on this subject is full of interest and meaning : 
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"But when) . had t~ken all .. these painsJ _and run round in 
this mental survey of learning, I began not only to tire and 
grow uneasy, but disrelish, and some sort nauseate, all human 
writings. I found that there was no end in reading as well as 
in writing books, ;md that much studY. was a weariness to the 
flesh-nay, that vanity and vexation of spirit were themselves: 
entailed upon this, as well as upon all other things that the 
children of Adam busied themselves about. I resolved, there
fore, to betake myself for the future to the study of the Sacred 
Volume alone, as my main business, and to make no other use 
ofother books than as they. might become subservient to me in 
the understanding and improvement of the same. For I may 
truly say, with David, that I easily see the end of all human 
perfection, but that the law of God was exceeding broad, as 
appearing still greater and greater the more it was searched into· 
and understood." 

II. MINISTRY IN HoLLAND, 1688 

After Fl~ming had thus studied, he was ordained in Rotterdam 
in 1688, but without being set over any particular charge-several 
ministers of the Church of Scotland being present, at that time· 
refugees in Holland. He soon afterwards visited England as domes
tic chaplain to a private family, where he remained about four 
years. At length, visiting Holland once again, he received in 1692 
an invitation from the English Presbyterian Church ·at Leyden to 
become their minister, with which he complied. H ere he _ became 
so endeared to his people that when, in consequence of the death 
of his fa ther in 1694, he was invited by the Presbyterian Church 
at Rotterdam to succeed their deceased pastor, his own congregation 
earnestly . deprecated his removaL Much remonstrance between 
the two churches was the consequence, so that he was not admitted' 
to the pastorate at Rotterdam until the commencement of the follow
ing year. To console his afflicted flock at Leyden, he promised to 
preach frequently among them-a promise which-.. he faithfully 
fulfilled, until the settlement of a regular minister there made his . 
further labours unnecessary. 

III. MINISTRY IN L ONDON, 1698 

He had been little more than three years at Rotterdam, during
which time the congregation had greatly increased, when a plan was 
in being to have him removed to London. A Scottish congregation 
had been for a long time established at Founders H all, Lothbury, 
whose minister, Nicholas Blaikie, had become unfit, from age and 
debility, to discharge his pastoral duties. On this occasion they 
anxiously enquired for a successor, and both minister and people
fixed their choice upon Robert Fleming. It is said, also, that this
harmonious choice of two parties so greatly interested in the event-
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was supported by the powerful interest of a- third, even that of 
William III himself, who had then been nine years on the throne of 
Britain, It has been added, moreover, that the king, while Prince 
of Orange, had been personally cognisant of Fleming's learning, 
talents, and worth, and wished to secure them for the country over 
which he no':V ruled. At length, the 'call of the Presbyterian Church 
a t Lothbury, after muth discussion, was accepted, and Fleming 
became their minister in 1698. 

IV. Hrs LATTER DAYS AND DEA,TH IN 1716 

The latter days of this excellent divine were clouded with sorrow . 
on account of the unsettled state of pub1ic affairs, and the danger 
with which the Protestantism of the country was menaced. The 
selfish intrigues of courtiers alternately to advance or thwart the 
establishment. of the House of Hanover, according to the predomin
ance of their own personal interests; the unscrupulous machinations 
of Popish emissaries; the growing ascendancy of the Popish supersti
tion; and the risk of a Popish successor with which the throne was 
incessantly threatened~these melancholy prospects, constantly 
before him for years, preyed upon his gentle spirit and delicate 
constitution. He died in London on M ay 24th, 1716. 

Hrs a DrscouRSE ON THE RrsE AND FALL OF THE PAPACY" 

It ~as amidst these despondent feelings and intense anxieties 
that Fleming published his Discourse on the Rise and Fall of the 
Papacy. At this time the power of France was at its height, and 
William III was maintaining against it a dour struggle, while his 
most secret plans and measures were hourly betrayed to the courts 
of Paris and St. Germain. It was then that Fleming, studying the 
interpretation of prophecy in a -conscientious spirit, believed that he 
beheld in the pouring out of the fourth . vial, the ,destruction of the 
French monarchy. But time rolled on, until nearly a century after
wards, when these astounding predictions were fulfilled to the letter. 
The French monarchy was indeed extinguished in a fire of revolu
tionary principles. It was in the commencement of 1793, when the 
horrors of the revolution were at the wildest, and when Louis XVI 
was about to perish ignominiously upon the scaffold, that Fleming's 
improbable predictions, written nearly a hundred years previously, 
were recalled to memory. 

Yet mightier and more fearful Apocalyptical events are to be 
fulfilled than French revolutions, and we stand in the midst of ·these 
events, A more tremendous nightmare is gathering upon the soul 
of man, . to blight its hopes, and wither its energies, than ever yet 
emanated from Bourbon tyranny. and French ambition: 
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ExTRACTS FROM HIS (( DISCOURSE » 

Two PROPOSITIONS. " There are two things, therefore, which lie 
before me to be considered at this time: 

" 1. I must fulfil my promise iri giving you a new resolution 
of the grand Apocalyptical question concerning the rise of the 
great Antichrist, or Rome Papal; for when we have done this, 
and fixed this era or epoch, we may, by an easy consequence, 
see the time of the final fall and destruction of this dreadful 
enemy. 

"2. I must, in the next place, improve the resolution of thi:> 
question, both theoretically, as a key to unriddle the dark 
Apocalyptical times and periods, and practically, in order both 
to the regulation of our thoughts and the government of your 
lives, in some very weighty considerations deducible from thence. 

"The fi;st thing, therefore, which I have to do is to attempt 
the resolution of the principal Apocalyptical question, the rise 
of Antichristianism. 

". (i) That the Revelation contains the series of all the remark
able events and changes of the state of the Christian Church 
to the end of the world (Rev. 4 : 1, &c.; 10 : 5-7). (ii) That 
mystical Babylon, or the great whore, ·described there, doth 
signify Rome, in an Antichristian Church state (Rev. 17: 11-18). 
(iii) That, therefore, this cannot be Rome Pagan properly, but 
Rome Papal. ... 

" The seventh vial, therefore, being poured out on the air 
(Rev. 16 : 17), brings down thu~der, lightning, hail. and storms; 
which, together with a terrible . earthquake, destroys all the 
Antichristian nations, and particularly Rome, or mystical Baby
lon. And as Christ concluded His sufferings on the cross with 
this voice, " It is finished," so the Church's sufferings are con
cluded with the voice out of the temple of heaven, and from 
the throne of God and Christ there, saying: "It is done." ... 

" There are two things almost equalfy strange to me : that 
the Jews should own the verity of the Old Testament, and 
particularly of Daniel's prophecy, and not see that the Messiah 
is come, and, that the Papists should believe the divinity of ·the 
New Testament, and particularly of the Revelation, and not · 
see that their church is Antichristian. But while I admire the 

. wilful stupidity of both these parties, I cannot but admire also 
. the wisdom confirming to us the verity of Christianity, in 
prophesying of God in xpaking use of both these in His provi
dence to both of the one and the other so long before, and in 
continuing them to this day as standing monuments of the 
divinity both of the Old and the New Testament. A second 
observation, that may be of great use to us this way also : That 
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this book represents to us, as on a small but exact map, the 
steadiness and exactness of providence, and Christ's government 
of the world. For here we see the various and seemingly 
confused events of providence so exactly methodised as to make 
up one uniform and noble piece; the seeming discords and 
jarring sounds of things being so disposed by infinite wisdom 
as to make up one perfect harmony. Here piety and wicked
ness, angels and devils, the Church and Antichrist, act various 
and contrary parts, and yet Christ makes use of all for noble 
purposes, and carries all on for one great end. . . . . 

SEPARATION FROM RoME. "' A fourth observation from what I have 
' . said before is this : That our Reformers did not rashly, but upon 

just grounds; desert the church of Rome, as Antichristian and 
apostatical. For, not to insist upon prophetical indications of 
the Roman church being indeed the great Antichrist, there are 
four things that lay a just foundation for all honest men's 
leaving that interest, viz., 1st, Gross errors, such as purgatory, 
human merits, and works of supererogation, indulgences, trans
substantiation, etc.; 2nd, Horrid idolatry, in worshipping angels, 
saints, and canonised persons, together with images, statues, 
crucifixes, and a· consecrated wafer; 3rd, The pretended infalli
bility of the Roman See, in imposing upon men's consciences 
what they please, and debarring us from reading the Scriptures 
ourselves, or making use of our own reason in matters of reli
gion; and 4th, The dreadful tyranny of that party, seen and 
felt both in their inhuman cruelties, persecutions, massacres, 
and diabolical barbarities used against all those that differ from 
them .... As our Reformers did justly separate from the Romish 

. church, so we have just ground also to continue separated from 
that Antichristian party. Let others, under pretence of a dread 
of what they call schism, run back into Antichristian errors and 
heresies; let them, if they are so disposed, forsake pure Christian
ity, that they may promote the priests' power, and adorn their 
altars with gold and jewels; and let them, in order to enslave 
man's consciences and bodies both, sound a retreat to Babylon 

. again. We, I hope, know our duty better than to run the risk 
of damning our souls, by becoming renegades to that wicked 
party, against whose abominations so mal)y thousands of our 
ancestors witnessed, under racks and torments, at the stake in 
Smithfield, and elsewhere. They believed what they did and 

' suffered was in obedience to the call of God, saying, Come out 
from the apostate Romish church, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues; 
for her sins have reached .unto heaven, and God hath remem
bered her iniquities (Rev. l8 : 4-5). And God forbid that any 
temptation should bring any of. us back again to that sink of all 
impurities and errors, after that we have enjoyed the sunshine 
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of the Gospel in its purity and power so long. Therefore, 
seeing we know what interest we are to keep to, let us be 'faithful 
to it, by doing all we can for its security, establishment, and 
honour. ' And if God call us to suffer for it, let us act as the 
fdrmer heroes · of the Reformation have done before us, that 
Christ may be glorified, and the Church edified by us, whether 
it be by doing or suffering, by life or by death. 

FuTURE STATE. "The fifth and last observation that I shall propose 
to your tqoughts, as the conclusion of all I have said, is this : 
That though we are· not to live to see the great andc finz I 
destruction of the Papacy, the blessed millennium, of Christ's 
last coming to judge the world; yet seeing death is the equiva
lent of all these to us, if we be so happy as to get into paradise, 
we ought therefore accordingly to spend and improve our time, 
that' we may partake of the future glory when we go hence. I 
say, death is the equivalent of all these things to us, if we be so 
happy as to get into paradise; for then we shall get the conquest 
over all ~ntichristian enemies, and be with Christ in' a better 
state· than any earthly millennium can be supposed to be, 
waiting until He c9me to judge t.he world, and till 've appear 
also with Him in glory, having re~assurped our then glorious 
bodies. Improve your time, therefore, and all the opportunities 
and advantages of it, with your utmost diligence and serious
ness, as remembering that ye are dying and accountable 
creatures, and that your time is giveh you for this very end, that 
ye may prepare for a better world .... 

" Die to sin, crucify your affections for God, and cast all your 
care upon your Lord and Master, that thus ye may at length 
reach the glorious place, where millions of angels, and the 
glorious assembly of the first-born are praising God, and where 
the holy apostles, prophets, patriarchs, martyrs, and all th~ 
righteous are. To this blessed society let us labour and pray 
to be joined, through Jesus Christ our Lord. To whom be 
glory for .ever! " F.C. 

[NoTE.-It should be remembered that Rob~rt Fleming's 
particular interpretations are his own; but his witness on separation 
from the errors of the Papacy is very forcible.-Ed.,] 

"I am meditating a sermon on drawing water from the wells of 
salvation. Let me ever keep it in faithful remembrance, that I 
preach to my own heart first, and then to my people's: I must be 
more and more urgent in drawing from the fountain of God's word." 
-Rev. Legh Richmond. 
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. "ONCE A STRANGER ". 

LAS T month you read on this page the wonderful story of the con
version of Charlie, the burglar. You may remember that he was 
one of those who "do evil with both hands earnestly." Swearing 
and drunkenness and gambling were his usual pastimes ; theft and 
housebreaking and robbery (even with violence) were the serious 
business of his life . I told you how God, in · Hi~ mercy, suddenly 
,pulled him up in his headlong career towards hell, convicted him 
of his sin, and showed him the Saviour, who had borne that sin 
in H is own body on the tree. , 

But people such as Charlie are not in the habit of reading 
The Gospel M agazine; it is far from likely that there are any 
burglars or drunken gamblers am_ong my readers ! Those who read 
this page ·have probably never done anything that could be called 
public sin. ~ At school or college, at work or in the Forces; their 
characters are unstained. They give to their parents affection and 
honour (more or less}; they are happy at home and on good terms 
with everybody they meet. All men speak well of them, and they 
expect to have good reputations in whatever career they tak;e up. 
Because they have been brought up in the fear of God, they have 
a great respect for religion, a i)d always attend a place of worship. 
They may teach Sunday-school classes, or help in Crusader camps. 

Does this describe you ? Yet you need saving just as much as 
Charlie, for the Bible says " there is no difference." So my story 
this month is about a good, high-principled, attractive boy, who like 
the burglar was saved only by the grace of God. 

Robert was the youngest child of a Scots family. It was soon 
plain to all that he was gifted with plenty of brain-power . At 
fou r years old he could say the Greek alphabet, and he romped 
through ordinary lessons with the greatest ease. H e had a pleasant 
voice and a good memory, and when the children were catechized 
in church between the sermons, everybody noticed how well Robert 

·recited psalms and Scripture passages. ' He passed through his six 
years at the High School with distinction, and went on to Edinburgh 
University. • 

Robert was by no means only. a book-worm. T all and good- · 
looking, he delighted in anything that 'called for daring and enter~ 
prise; and there seems to have been a charm about him which 
drew everyone's affection. SJVeet-tempered and obliging, he had 
high ideals, and hated anything mean or deceitful. At the services 
in' church, Robert behaved so well, joined in the singing so heartily, 
and appeared so thoroughly interested, that some thought that he 
was certainly a Christian. 
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Nothing of the kind ! Robert, arrayed in all these virtues, was 
no more saved than Charlie, planning robberies in his gambling-den. 
His goodness was the fruit, not of the Holy Spirit, but of natural 
gifts and temperament, in circumstances sl;lielded from evil. The 
change that transformed Charlie came also to Robert; but instead 
of being accomplished in a moment, the process was slow and 
gradual. · 

Robert's eldest brother, about eight years older than himself, was 
a sincere Christian, much taught of God. This boy, David, took 
a great interest in the younger ones, and particularly in Robert. 
The two had much in common, and were very attached to each 
other. . But David was not in the least deceived about Robert's 
spir,itual state; he was sure that there was no work of the Holy 
Spirit as yet. His brother's condition burdened his soul, and it 
c.ould be said that David prayed without ceasing for Robert. 

But the elder boy fell ill, and after some months he died. It 
was a terrible blow to Robert, who was now eighteen, and he was 
fi,lled with sorrow and grief. But David's death was " the event 
which awoke him from the sleep of nature, and brought in the 
first beam of divine light into his soul." Everybody saw a chang-e 
in the boy, chiefly in his attitude towards the things of the Spirit. 
Without losing his cheerfulness, he became much 'more serious; and 
·during the next year or so, the Holy Ghost was slowly convincing 
him, not only of many sins, but chiefly of " the pollution of his 
whole nature." At that time a friend of Robert's at College, who 
had always been his companion in work and play, had also been 
brought to see th~ emptiness' of his own life: The two lads had 
much earnest talk tog-ether, and they began to meet for prayer and 
reading 'the Bible. Robert became more and more convinced that 
he was a sinner deserving the wrath of God, and it was still some 
time before the way of reconciliation was really opened up to him. 
But at last he saw the Lord Jesus Christ and Him crucifi-ed as his 
·own Saviour; he came to Jesus in all his sinfulness and need, and 
the Lord was true to His promise and did not cast him ciut. For 
Jesus said "All that the Father giveth shall come to Me," and 
Robert as well as Charlie were amongst those irresistibly drawn by 
the Father to come to the Son. · 

And now that " all things had becomJ=! new," Robert had only 
one ambition-to be an ambassador for Christ, and to proclaim the 
g-ood tidings of salvation for sinners. With heart-searching and 
fears, and in all humbleness of soul, Robert recognised that God 
had called him to the ministry. · 

Robert Murray M'Cheyne was licensed to the ministry in Scot-
. land in 1835, when he was 22. At that time the Lord was openin~ 

windows in heaven, so that the land could scarcely receive His 
showers of blessing. Robert's ministry was richly !llessed of God 
to the saving of scores of people; his holiness of life was outstanding; 
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and he was dearly loved by his hearers.and by his fellow-ministers. 
In 1843 typhus fever broke out in his parish; the minister caught it 
during ihis visits, the acute illness which followed ended in his 
death. He was not even thirty years of age, and his ministry had 
lasted less than eight years. But what great things the Lord had 
done through him ! In the evening of the day he died hi~ people 
crowded into the church. There was no meeting, for ·" every heart 
seemed bursting with grief, so that the weeping and the cries could 
be heard afar off." 

With their sorrow we can sympathise; but how lovely to know 
that for more than a hundred years Robert has been "with Christ 
in glory,'·' as he says in one of his hymns. It is the one beginning 
" When this passing world is done " ; and I will finish by quoting 
a verse that does not appear in our hymn-books:-

" Oft I walk beneath the cloud, 
Dark as midnight's gloomy shroud; 
But when fear is at the height, 
Jesus comes, and all is light: 
Blessed Jesus ! bid me show 
Doubting saints how much I owe. DAMARIS. 

ScRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 10 
The whole: The Psalmist calls it " marvellous." · 

1. A good man who made a bad choice. 
2. A musical instrument for the praise of God. 
3. 'Torn from top to bottom. 
4. From this country Priscilla came to Corinth. 
5. The city Jo.nah was told to go to. 
6. Where Job's friends sat. 
7. Paul. said Herodion was his. 
8. U sed by Baruch to write at Jeremiah's dictation. 
9. Joseph's dinner-time. 

10. A Roman governor's Jewish wife. 
11. The ungrateful lepers. 
12. Josiah's age when he became king. 
13. The t~ee Zacchreus climbed. ' , 
14. The son of Adam who became the ancestor of all .mankind. 

SoLUTION TO No. 9. 
The whole: "Obey your parents" (Eph. 6: 1). 

1. Obey (1 Sam. 15: 22). 9. Piped (Luke 7 : 32). 
2. Boys (Zech. 8 : 5). 10. Ant (Proverbs 6 : 6). 
3. Earnestly (Nehem. 3 : 20). 11. Red (Rev. 6 : 4). 
4. Youngest (Gen. 42 : 4, 15). 12. Erastus (Rom. 16: 23). 
5. Youths (Isaiah 40: 30). 13. Napkin (John 20: 7). 
6. Old (Jerem. 6: 16). 14. Thirty (Matt. 26: 15). 
7. Upharsin (Daniel 5: 25). 15. Samuel (1 Sam. 1 : 20). 
8. Rahab (Joshua 2: 3, 21) . . 
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®tn-ceuaneoun- Ji)apern-

THE "COME " OF CONSOLATION 

BY THE LATE REV. WILLIAM SYKES 

1 WILL now consider the life of a child of God after regeneration. 
It is then that the true meaning of conversion is seen. _ 

The case of Peter beautifully illustrates this :-"And the Lord 
~aid : Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath desired (to have) you, that 
he may sift (you) as wheat; but I have prayed for thee, that th y 
faith fail not : and when thou art co·nverted; ·Strengthen thy breth
ren" (Luke 22 : 31, 32). Peter had been "born again" long before 
the"above event; but, when sin overtook him, he needed conversion. 

Now Regeneration is the act of the Holy Spirit; Conversion is the 
state of the child of God, resulting from God's mighty grace. As 
·our standing is always the same-never altering-we need to be 
regenerated only once. As our state is always changing, we in 
consequence are being- converted . continually. This is just what is 
meant when in Psa. 23 : 3, we read "He. restoreth my soul"; for in 
the Prayer Book version this passage is rendered "He shall convert 
my soul." God's regenerated children fall into sin day by day ; 
there is, therefore, a necessity for daily repentance, daily restora

' tion. Sorrows, losses, crosses crowd into the lives of all, and God's 
family are particularly told "We must through much tribulation 
enter into the Kingdom of God" (Acts 14: 22). 

We come now to explain what is aptly called the conflict of the 
two natures in every Christian. Rom. 7 gives us God's mind upon 
this subject. I have alr~ady explained the law's power in the 
commencement of the new life. Th~ experience of after~life is 
often very perplexing to the Christian. When the joy of forgiveness 
·is first felt, there is the expectation of a continual blessedness; but 
this hope is soon dispelled when the " fight of faithi" occurs in 
real earnest. The old nature asserts itself in a manner most dis
tressing and discouraging, whilst the new nature ever desires to have 
communion with God. 

It is most difficult to describe the effect thus produced. The 
, ·mere professor is entirely ignorant of the experience, and conse

quently he denies it altogether . . The " labouring and heavy laden
ness " of the. believing cme springs from it, and trouble and unrest 
are to be explain,ed solely by it. The knowledge of God's word 
concerning it can alone explain the phenomenon, and the finding
·of the truth of it gives the surest proof of a work of grace. 
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Let us examine Rom. 7 :. 15-25, and note the two natu'res m 
exercise. (O.N. stands for Old Nature; N.N. for New Nature). 

'That which I do (O.N.), I allow not (N.N.). 
What I would (N.N.), that I do not (O.N:). 
What I hate (N.N.), that I do (O.N.). 
If then I do that which I would not (O.N.). 
I consent unto the law that it is good (N.N.). 
It is no more I that do it (N.N.). 
But sin that dwelleth in me (O.N.). 
I knoyv that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth ·no good 

thing (O.N.). ' 
When I would do good (N.N.). 
Evil is present within me (O.N.). 
I delight in the law of God after the inward man (N.N.). 
I see another law in my members (O.N.). 
0 wretched man that I am (O.N.) . · 
I thank God (N.N.). 

Here there is a description of a warfare which never ceases until 
the end of earthly life. "The law in my members" (the old nature) 
carries on .a constant war against "the law of my mind" (new 
nature). War! War!! War!!! Then, child of God , expect it, 
prepare for it, and thank God for His " deliverance " " through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." 

When. conflict such as· that described above takes place, how 
very refreshing it is to hear the voice of the Saviour bidding the 
poor soul take encouragement. " When the enemy shall come in 
like a flood, the Spirit of the LoRD shall lift up a standard against 
him" (Isa. 59: 19). To the "weary and heavy laden" how pre
cious is such a counsel as "Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time : casting 
all your care upon him, for he careth for you" (1 Pet. 5 : 6, 7). 
What a motive we see here for the anxious one to appeal to the 
Lord for help! "He careth" implies forethought. He will" supply 
all your heed according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus " 
(Phil. 4: 19), and will make "all things work together for good · 
to them that love God , to them who are the called according to 
(his) purpose " (Rom. 8 : 28). 

(" Sqlt of the Covenant," pp. 187-189). 

THE REASON OF LOVE 

I WAS struck, when reading John 16, with the greatness and wonder 
of the 27th verse : the Lord said to His disciples, "The Father 
Himself loueth you." What an amazing thing to be told by Him 
whose knowledge was perfect, whose lips spoke truth. The Father 
Himself-·" the high and lofty One that inhabited eternity," perfect 
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in holiness and absolute in pPwer-'loved them, poor and needy, 
their natural hearts not subject to His dominion but :proud and self
sufficient. They might well ponder what that love involved
perfect security here, perfect happiness hereafter. It meant the 
Gift of an Atoning Sacrifice in the Person of His only and beloved 
Son; it meant the bestowal of a new heart and a right spirit; it 
meant the indwelling of the Blessed Spirit. 

The Lord gave His disciples a reason for this love, so far past 
understanding in its freeness and depth. His Father loved them, 
because they loved Him. There was no such thing as loving the 
Son and not loving the · Father; they were one.' But many a dear 
disciple of the Lord has said, " Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou 
knowest that I love_Thee," who would fear to say, "Therefore doth 
the Father love me." Love of God is a new creation in the heart of 
any one of His children. We cannot make ourselves love. It must 
-come into us. When the Lord "searches the heart" and sees 
living love to Himself (love not of the will of man, nor of the flesh, 
as many hungry souls, as well as John Newton, have questioned, 
but of His own divine origin and implantation), He sees His own 
·new creation, His gift to Christ, the power of His blessed Spirit. 
He sees one of His own election of grace, and, when the set time 
-comes, the lover of Christ will know that he is loved of the Father. 
" Yea, I have loved i:hee with an everlasting love; therefore with 
lovingkindness have I drawn thee." "We love Him because H e 
·first loved us" (1 John 4: 19). -

The Lord gave another reason for the Father's love to them: 
"' And ye have believed that I came forth from God." No one can 
believe to the saving of his soul unless the Almighty gives him so to 
do. Peter knew that Christ was the Son of the living God by 
revelation, and the Lord said : " Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father 
which is in heaven " (Matt. 16 : 17): And from his heart· Peter 
could write to his scattered friends, blessing God the Father, the 
Son, and the Spirit-" unto you therefore who believe He is pre
cious." I was visiting once an aged saint of God. She had a way 
of speaking aloud to herself, and I heard · her say, as if under -her 
breath, "He becomes more precious as we grow oldec" ' · 

The Lord, as if speaking to Himself, said of the psalmist at the 
dose of Psalm 91 : "Because he hath set his love upon , Me, there
fore will I deliver him." i All would be well, the poor dependant 
would find his trust and hope well founded, and say : " Because 
Thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of Thy wings 
l will rejoice " (Psalm 63 : 7). 

FoLLOWER-oN. 
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. " TILL MY CHANGE COME " 

Bv THE LATE Miss RuTH Co\;VELL, OcTOBER 1906. 
[Miss Ruth Gowell; had she lived, would have been 96 on 

October 3rd. In this message she wrote of her desire 
concerning her own death.] · 
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"If~ man die, shalt'he live· again? all the days of my appointed time 
will I wait, till my change come. Thou shalt! cal(, and I will 

. answer Thee : Thou wilt have a desire to the work of Thine 
. hands." - Job 14: 14, 15. 

RECENTLY (July 1906), and but a few days prior to journeying to 
Scotland, the writer was gathered with a few humble"hearted but 
rich-in-faith followers of the Lord Jesus around the open grave which 
was to res;eive the earthly remains of Mr. George Britton, of 
Bedminster. For the past fifteen years Mr. Britton had been one of 
her fellow-worshippers at St. Mary-le-Port, and his gracious life, 
humble and consistent walk, ever seeking to adorn the doctrines of 
God his Saviour, was a testimony to the efficacy and power of the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ-transforming and conforming to 
His image. His memory will ever remain sweet in this truth to the 
writer, that whenever we met it was to talk of Him Whom our souls 
loved, and to hold sweet communion in the precious name of Jesus. 

Said our beloved Pastor as he turned from the grave, " Only 
'tiil He come ! beloved friends." So that once again, in sure and 
certain hope of a glorious resurrection, had we been lifted above 
nature's sorrow. 

Forgive this ·iQtroduction, dear reader. lt will explain the circum
stances of my God-given text. For it was under these chastened 
impressions and sweet meditations that the Word which heads this 
paper was dropped in upon the soul, and is passed on for the comfort, 
as the Lord may direct, of some bereaved or cast down one. 

" If a man die, shall he live again? All'the days of my appointed 
time will I wait, till my change come. Thou shalt call, and I. wili 
answer Thee, Thou wilt have a desire to the work of Thine hands." 

"Thou shalt call! " This same Jesus, and no stranger God, to 
greet His children. The same voice which awoke the dead ; which 
called Lazarus to life ; which gave to the widow of Nain her son 
again; which said unto Jairus' daughter, My little lamb (Aramaic} 
awake;! Yes, tbis is the voice which His sleeping children shall hear 
and which shall cause them to answer. · 

This was the mystery, he knew not how, but resolved, like the 
prophet Ezekiel; to remit the matter to his Divine questioner. " And 
he said, Son of man can these bones live? And I answered, 0 Lord 
God, Thou knowest." And, breathed upon by the Spirit of God, 
"they lived ,'i.a nd stood upon their feet, an exceeding great army." 

Beloved, if the Apostle spoke of these things as great mysteries, 
let us be silent before the. Lord, whilst He deigns to open up the 

-- - -------
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\Nord. Let us seek grace to believe the Word, to read it in God's 
si~hi: as His Word, but to be kept very simple, very humble in our 
faith before Him, and trust Him to explain these hidden mysteries 
in His own time and way. Meanwhile, confident, like Martha, " I 
know that h,e shall rise again," and like Job in our text, "Thou shalt 
call, and I will answer Thee. Thou shalt have a desire to the work 
o f Thine hands." . 

Again a mystery of love that Jehovah Jesus; th~ self-exist,ent, the 
uncreated God, dwelling in the light which no man may approach 
unto, should have a desire for such, who are sinful dust and ashes ! 
Yet, from all eternity in fixed decree, loved, and marked, and 
known. In the fulness of time, bought by His precious blood, and 
hence made His desire, His special people, His treasure, " a land 
of desire." "The Lord's portion is His people." Yes, such is the 
Church of Christ. It is a wonder of grace to be able to say, " H e 
(the chiefest among ten thousand) is all my desire," but methinks 
that wonder is surpassed when H e has said that the Church is His 
desire. Oh, how humbling all this is. Because, what can He see 
in us, but Himself to admire? Only as the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon the Church is she fitted to become a thing of desire for 
Himself. Yet so it is, and H e is pleased to make her the object of 
His heart and a ffections, the .centre of His love, the work of His 
hands, and thus keep her wholly for Himself, going after n~ne other 
but His peculiar, singular, identified treasure and desire. 

The desire spoken of in our text is final. " Father, I will that 
they also, whom Thou hast given M e, be with Me where I am, that 
they may behold My glory." This is the blissful consummation, for 
which " the whole creation groaneth and travaileth." Part of the 
Church is yet militant and part ·triumphant . . And the desire of their 
R edeemer' s heart is, that they shall all be with Him where He is. 

I bless my heavenly Father that H e has given me rest from all 
a nxious forethought and anticipation concerning my . change of 
place-whether B.e come for me, or send for me. Yet if one might 
h ave a desire concerning this momentous change, so far as it is in 
accordance with His mind and will, I see a great honour in being 
called through death, to lie in the grave, which. He has perfumed 
with His own most precious body, and also (I think it is Dr. Owen 
who puts it so sweetly) that I might see my precious R:edeemer 
cengaged in His intercessory , work, which must of , necessity cease 
when He comes, because of the consummation and fulfilmevt to the 
last iot· and tittle of His Word. They up yonder have this glorious 
privilege in full vision. We by faith have but a momentary glimpse 
·;now and again ofJesus on the Throne of grace. But I leave it. 
H e hath done, and will do to the end, all things wisely, all things 
'well, a nd mine eye shall see the King in His beauty at ~e appointed 
time, behold Him, and be satisfied. . 

(Extract from W ellpsrings, Gospel Magazine, O ctober 1906). 


