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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 

comforted of God."-2 CoRINTHIANS i. 4. 

AS THY DAYS 

«And as thy days, so shall thy strength be!' 
-Deuteronomy 33 : 25. 

THE well-known words «And as thy days, so shall thy strength be" 
are often quoted and used. As applied to the Lord's born-again 
people, they are indeed a very precious truth and often a much
needed help and assurance. 

Yet I cannot but feel that they are often used lightly on the 
lips of many people to whom any reference to the plague of their 
own heart or to personal need, or experience, of a new birth would 
be most distasteful. Many such will quote " All things work to
gether for good "; but they will leave out the words which com
plete the verse : " to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to His purpose " (Romans 8 : 28). 

The words of the text appear in the Blessing of Moses (Deuter
onomy 33), and the literal reference was to the tribe of Asher. Asher 
as a tribe was to be blessed with children (note the increase of its 
numbers from 41,500 in Numbers 1 : 41 to 53,400 in Numbers 
26: 47). Asher was to be acceptable to his brethren. His foot 
was to be dipped in oil (perhaps a reference to the extraction of 
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oil by foot presses). His shoes would be iron and brass (hard, 
and durable). As his days, so would his strength be. 

The latter words we can take in a Christian sense, for there 
are many New Testament promises to warrant such an application 
to the child of God. His strength will be Divinely proportioned to 
his days. 

The following verses are the application made by John Fawcett, 
some of whose hymns appeared in The Gospel Magazine ( 177 7). 

1. Afflicted soul, to Christ draw near; 
Thy Saviour's gracious promise hear: 
His faithful Word declares to thee 
That as thy days, thy strength shall be. 

2. Let not thy heart desponding say, 
" How shall I stand the trying day? " 
He has engaged by firm decree 
That as thy days, thy strength shall be. 

3. Thy faith is weak, thy foes are stron?;; 
And if the conflict should be long, 
Thy Lord will make the tempter flee, 
For as thy days, thy strength shall be. 

4. Should persecution rage and flame, 
Still trust in thy Redeemer's name: 
In fiery trials thou shalt see, 
That as thy days, thy strength shail be. 

5. When called by Him to bear the cross, 
Reproach, affliction, pain, or loss, 
Or deep distress and poverty, 
Still, as thy days, thy strength shall be. 

6. When death at length appears in view, 
Christ's presence shall thy fear subdue : 
He comes to set thy spirit free; 
And as thy days, thy strength shall be. 

John Fawcett, 1782. 
We can think of varying days mentioned in Scripture with the 

promises of strength. 

1. There is "the day of God's power." In Psalm 110: 3 we 
read : "Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power." 
This speaks to the Christian of the day of God's sovereign call, the 
day of his regeneration or new birth. By nature man is unwilling : 
" But the natural man receiveth pot the things of the Spirit of 
God : for they are foolishness unto him·: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. 2: 14). He 
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does not welcome the things of God. His mind is enmity against 
God (Rom. 8: 5). He is hostile, opposed. But, when God works 
the mighty miracle of the new birth, there is a different story to tell. 
He has a new spirit put within him; he has a new heart; he is a new 
creation; things have become new. It is the day of God's power. 
The persecuting Saul has become the one who cries out, "Lord, 
what wilt Thou have me to do? " 

2. There is "the day of small things." The "day of small 
things" is mentioned in Zechariah 4: 10 as the day not to be 
despised. In the time of Nehemiah Sanballat mockingly said, 
" What do these feeble Jews? " (Nehemiah 4 : 2). But in the time 
of Haggai and Zechariah there . had been Zechariah's message of 
encouragement to Zerubbabel : " This is the word of the Lord to 
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by My spirit, 
saith the Lord of Hosts" (Zechariah 4: 6). The mountain before 
Zerubbabel would become a plain. Many a time the children of 
God, perhaps depressed and downhearted, have been enabled to 
lift up their eyes to Him in Whose hand is power and might, so that 
none is able to withstand (2 Chron. 20 : 6). They have said with 
Jehoshaphat: "We have no might against this great company 
that cometh against us ; neither know we what to do : but our eyes 
are upon Thee" (verse 12). And they have been brought through. 

3. There is the day of fiery trial. Peter wrote to the Christians 
of Asia Minor of their rejoicing in God's begetting and keeping 
" though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations (trials or testings)" (1 Peter 1 : 6). So also 
the child of God is often in heaviness through many trials. Peter 
wrote an epistle which has been called " The Epistle of Christian 
Courage," and it is indeed an encouraging word to those under 
trial. He tells his readers that they should " rejoice," inasmuch as 
they were " partakers of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory 
should be revealed they might be glad also with exceeding joy" 
(1 Peter 4 : 13). 

His way was much rougher and darker than mine; 
Did Christ my Lord suffer, and shall I repine? 

The life of Paul as a missionary was full of trials; but as his days, 
so was his strength. To the Philippines he wrote : " I know how to 
be abased, and I know how to abound : everywhere and in all things 
I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound 
and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ who 
strengtheneth me" (Phil. 4 : 13). 

When he felt the hurt of the " thorn in the flesh," he besought 
the Lord thrice that it might depart from him. What was the 
answer? " And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee : 
for My strength is made perfect in weakness" (2 Cor. 12 : 9). 
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When he was going up to Jerusalem not knowing the things which 
would happen to him there, except that the Holy Ghost intimated 
that bonds and affliction waited for him, he was Divinely enabled 
to say : " But none of these things move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself" (Acts 20 : 24). When at last he stood at the 
bar of the terrible Nero and all men forsook him, he was Divinely 
helped-" the Lord, stood with Me and strengthened me " (2 Tim. 
4 : 17). Truly, as his days were, so was his strength. 

4. There is the day when the child of God is called to• leave this 
earth." Then it will be, " as his days, so will his strength be." 
When the thief on the cross cried unto Jesus, "Lord, remember me 
when Thou earnest into Thy kingdom," he received the immediate 
gracious reply, "Verily, I say unto Thee, To-day shalt thou be with 
Me in Paradise " (Luke 23 : 42, 43). What strengthening assur
ances there are in God's Word! "There is, therefore, now no con
demnation to them that are in Christ Jesus" (Rom. 8 : 1). "Who 
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? " (Rom. 8 : 33). 
"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" (Rom. 8: 35). 
"For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord " 
(Rom. 8 : 38, 39). W.D.S. 

Accepted, Perfect, and Complete, 
For God's inheritance made meet! 
How true, how glorious, and how sweet ! 

In the Beloved-by the King 
Accepted, though not anything 
But forfeit lives had we to bring. 

And Perfect in Christ J esus made, 
On Him our great transgressions laid, 
We in His righteousness arrayed. · 

Complete in Him, our glorious H ead, 
With Jesus raised from the dead, 
And by His mighty Spirit led ! 

0 blessed Lord, is this for me? 
Then let my whole life henceforth be 
One Alleluia-song to Thee ! 

F. R. Havergal, 1870. 
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THE DOUBLE INHERITANCE 

By PASTOR H. SALKELD 

(The Old Baptist Chapel, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts.) 

1. His inheritance in the saints" (Eph. 1 : : 19). 

1i. Our inheritance (Eph. 1 : 14). 

I.-His INHERITANCE. 
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IN the Song of Solomon the spouse-the Church of Christ-de
clares: "My beloved is mine, and I am his." This glorious union 
between Christ and His redeemed people shines forth in the Word 
of God. It is a union which is both unbreakable and eternal: 

Its bonds shall never break, 
Though earth's old columns how; 

The strong, the tempted, and the weak, 
Are one in Jesus now. 

This great truth, revealed to your heart by the Holy Spirit, will 
yield much comfort in the midst of storms and tempests. Here is 
stability when all else gives way. " Because I live," says the Lord, 
" ye shall live also." " Your life," says the inspired Apostle, " is 
hid with Christ, in God." 

Yet how many a true believer in Christ knows something of '\ 
Paul's experience when he said : " I find . a law in my members, 
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into sub
jection to the law of sin which is in my members." When the 
inward conflict is sharp, you cannot always see your signs. This, 
in turn, will make you cry with urgency at the throne of grace. 
Like the troubled Psalmist, you find yourself using his very 
l_anguage: 

"Cast me not away from Thy presence, 
And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me." 

Or again, in periods of darkness and temptation, you earnestly 
desire a confirmation from the Lord, as did the hymn-writer, when 
he said: 

Assure my conscience of its part 
In the Redeemer's blood, 

And bear Thy witness with my heart 
That I am born of God. 

Whilst Satan and unbelief may, for a season, rob you of your 
joy and comfort, 0 tried believer, yet the everlasting covenant 
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abides, and you are still compassed about with the sure mercies of 
David. Out of the great provisions of God's covenant love to poor 
sinners there is revealed the precious truth of Christ's inheritance 
in them. He said in prayer to the Father: "Thine they were, and 
Thou gavest them me, and they have kept Thy word" (John 17 : 6) . 

How amazing it is that guilty sinners, such as you and me, should 
be so loved and prized by the Lord Jesus Christ that He freely 
offered up Himself, and poured out His precious blood, to save our 
souls from hell. Though you may often stand in wonder at the 
thought of it, and have to say, "Why, 0 God, such love to me," 
yet what a mercy that it is unchanging love ! 

" Whom once H e loves, He never leaves, 
But loves them to the end." 

The Apostle Paul, therefore, describes the saving interest of 
Christ in His beloved people as : " The riches of His inheritance 
in the saints.» Each heartfelt prayer and p.enitent cry, each longing 
desire and hunger after righteousness, are His gracious inheritance. 
The Holy Spirit, through the Apostle Paul, declares : " God is not 
unrighteous to forget your work of faith, and labour of love, which 
ye have shewed towards His name, in that ye have ministered to the 
saints and do minister." Your work of faith and labour of love in 
Christ's name, dear reader, belongs to Him, because it is His own 
inheritance. There is a verse in Deut. 32, in which Moses describes 
the extent of this truth in these words : 

"The Lord's portion is His people; 
Jacob is the lot of His inheritance." 

How wonderfully is this illustrated in the history of Joseph and 
his brethren, the sons of J acob. When Joseph became Lord over 
Egypt, the people were forced to come to him for corn, because 
famine prevailed and he alone held the stores of precious grain. 
After they had spent up all their money in buying corn, Joseph 
said : "Give me your cattle in exchange for food, that ye die not 
in the land." The people did so, and , lest they should finally perish 
with hunger, they gave him their lands and possessions, and then 
their own bodies to serve him. 

Is there not a similarity here to your own case, dear reader? 
As a poor, famine stricken sinrier, is there anyone that can satisfy 
your soul hupger but Jesus Christ, the heavenly Joseph? You 
must come to Him for food and raiment, for grace a nd mercy, 
yes, for very life itself. He says to you, though a sinner vile, " Son, 
give M e thy heart." You have no other hope but Christ, and 
under His ·love's constraining power your answer in effect is this : 
" Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it, Seal it from Thy courts 
above." 
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Rejoice, believer in the Lord, 
Who makes your cause His own; 

The hope that's placed upon His word 
Shall ne'er be overthrown. 

II.-OuR INHERITANCE. 
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The new-born child, though an heir to great possessions, is utterly 
unconscious of the fact. It is conscious only of vital feelings, such 
as hunger and thirst, and these can,only be expressed by inarticulate 
cries. It may be years before the child is aware of its inheritance. 
The time comes, however, when the father begins to make known 
to his child its true position as an heir to the estate. 

Now, when God, through the operations of His mighty Spirit, 
brought you into spiritual life, you were as a new-born babe. Made 
conscious of your helplessness and need, you could but cry for help. 
When you began to learn the language of Zion, did you not express 
yourself before God in the prayer of the publican : " God be 
merciful to me, a sinner "? Is it not still the language of your 
heart, before the throne of Grace? But the Lord in due time led 
your trembling steps to the Hope of Israel, even to Jesus Christ, 
the sinner's friend. How wonderful the fountain of His precious 
blood appeared, when He made known its all-cleansing power to 
your fearful heart ! Can you not say, at times, with some deep 
soul feeling : 

"Ere since by faith I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds supply, 

Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be till I die." 

But your most mericful God, according to His covenant purposes, 
brought you on step by step, until He began to make known to 
you that great inheritance in Christ which is truly yours. " I give 
unto them (My sheep) eternal life," said the Lord Jesus, "and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My 
hand" (John 10 : 28). 

\Vhen the Lord took you by the hand, as it were, into the inner 
court, how graciously He opened the eyes of your understanding to 
behold the beauty and glory of Christ and the richness of His grace 
to you, a guilty sinner. Then, you could freely join with the 
Psalmist and say, " The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and 
of my cup." In Psalm 102, verse 13, we read: "Thou shalt arise 
and have mercy upon Zion, for the time to favour her, yea, the 
set time, is come." Oh, what a rich favour indeed, for one so 
utterly unworthy, to be graciously led of the Holy Spirit, to take 
refuge in Jesus. 
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" A fulness resides in Jesus, our Head, 
And ever abides to answer our need; 
The Father's good pleasure has laid up in store 
A plentiful treasure to give to the poor." 

How highly favoured you really are, dear fellow believer, though 
still your path is rough and thorny ! 

The poor and the afflicted in Zion are, in Christ, enriched 
beyond all measure, through His sin atoning death, His glorious 
resurrection, and His prevailing merits. Thus, the Apostle Paul 
could say, with Divinely given confidence, " All things are yours 
.. , . and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's" (1 Cor. 3 : 21-23). 
The saints of old are spoken of as " strangers and pilgrims " in the 
earth. The Lord's dear people, even now, can bear no truer title. 
As you seek to journey on "in the way the fathers trod" may 
the Lord Jehovah grant you some blessed tokens of those things 
which He has prepared for them that love Him. The God-provided 
portion of the " strangers and the pilgrims " is no less than this : 
" An inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you" (1 Peter 1 : 4). 

H.S. 

HENRY MARTYN ON THE GRACE OF GOD 

" There is alo a letter of Cousin Thomas' addressed to me when 
I was without Christ, an alien from the commonwealth of I srael, 
having no hope, and without God in the world. When I think of 
these things my heart is hot within me, and I am constrained to 
say, What hath God wrought ! and what shall I render unto the 
Lord for all the mercies He hath done unto me ! Dear Cousin 
Thomas, who knows what I was, how vain, how wise in my own 
eyes, will join with me in saying that nothing is impossible with 
God. Almost excluded from the hope of mercy, even by the Word 
of God itself, He had yet compassion on me, and now to Him be 
the praise and to Him be the glory for ever. How does it become 
me to walk humbly, lest being puffed up I fall into the condemnation 
of the devil. 

" Oh, my beloved sister, what hath God done, and what will 
He do for us who are His children? Oh ! the electing love, the high 
sovereignty, the resistless power, and the unfathomable depth cf 
lovingkindness and grace of Him who hath wrought redemption for 
us. If the grace of God is so sweet now, nothwithstanding our sins 
and confused notions, what is there awaiting us in eternity? " 

-Henry Martyn (17 18-1812), Missionary in India and Persia, 
in a letter to his sister, quoted in J esse Page, " H enry 
Martyn/' p. 77. 
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MARIA'S LEGACY 

IT was in a mean little street of smoke-grimed houses in Bethnal 
Green that M aria was brought up a hundred years ago. The two 
old women who had the care of her-or perhaps I should say the 
custody-made their living by chopping up sticks for firewood. 
How they got hold of Maria was never known; they were not 
related to her, and she knew nothing about her parents. But they 
seem to have had her from a baby, for she could remember no 
other home beforehand. The old women chopped sticks all day, 
tying them up in little bundles; and as soon as Maria was old 
enough, they sent her out to sell the bundles. When would 
she be old enough, do you suppose? I cannot tell, but as her 
earliest memory was of being sent out laden with bundles, she 
must have been a mere baby. All the bundles must be sold before 
she got home; so Maria never played with other children, having 
to give all her attention to her work. 

One day, when Maria was six years old (and by now quite an 
experienced seller of firewood), she could not easily get rid of the 
bundles, and walked on further than usual. When at last the wood 
was gone, and the little girl turned to go home, she could not 
see which way to go. She found herself outside a church, but it 
looked quite strange to her, and she had no idea how to get back. 
She could not ask anybody, for she did not know the name of the 
street she lived in. The poor little mite wandered about outside 
the churchyard, until darkness came on, and the lamplighter had 
lighted all the street-lamps. Nobody noticed Maria, and at last she 
crept through the churchyard railings, and fell asleep sitting on the 
steps of the church. 

Next morning the child awoke cold and hungry. Peeping from 
behind a tombstone she saw the men hastening to work, and the 
milkmen doing their rounds. All were too busy to see the forlorn 
little girl, and she stood still not knowing what to do. 

But at last she was seen by an old woman selling matches. 
" What are you doing here, child? " she called out. Poor M aria 
burst into tears. " I'm lost," she sobbed, " and I'm so hungry." 
The old woman tried to find out all about the child, and M aria 
told all she knew; but it was very little. So without more ado the 
old match-seller took her to her own poor rooms, and soon began to 
make the little girl useful. 
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Maria had never had any love shown to her, so she did not 
miss the two firewood women. Mrs. Meadows, the match-seller, 
gave her food and shelter, and was not at all unkind. Maria soon 
learned all she was to know about her new employer. The old 
woman said she had " seen better days "; she had children of her 
own, who should have honoured her. But Mrs. Meadows was too 
proud to depend on anybody, even of her own, so she found a poor 
lodging in Jacob's Island, and began selling matches in Whitechapel. 

Before long Mrs. M eadows began to make use of the child whom 
she had taken into her care. The old woman would take up her 
stand at a street-corner, whilst Maria with a box of matches in 
her hand would run up to the men passing by, and ask them to buy. 
The ragged little girl with the solemn face had such a frig-htened 
way of asking for custom, that she often succeeded in moving the 
rough men to buy a box. Then back she would run with the money 
to Mrs. M eadows, and obtain another box. In this way the two 
would walk for miles through the East End. 

When Maria was about ten years old, she began to ask the 
questions that she had been turning over in her mind for years. 
" Mrs. Meadows," said the child one evening, "do you know if 
I've got a father or a mother? " " I don't know, child," said the 
old woman. "Well, do you know if I was ever alive before I was 
born, Mrs. Meadows? " '·' I don't know, child," said the old woman. 
" Or shall I be alive again after I'm dead? " went on Maria . 
" I don't know, child," said the old woman again ; " for me it's 
trouble enough to live in this world." 

After this Maria always looked eagerly at the streets they came 
through to see if she could find her first home, for she thought 
the firewood women might know if she had any parents. But she 
never found the house or saw the women. 

One day Maria saw a crowd of children outside a church in 
Rotherhithe. They were all very excited, shouting and laughing. 
Presently they were marshalled into great vans, gaily decorated, 
with splendid horses harnessed to them. It was a Sunday School 
treat, and Maria heard them say they were going for a day into the 
country. What that meant the little girl had no idea, but she 
longed to go with the other children, and at last she asked a teacher 
if she could. The teacher said, " No, it's only for Sunday School 
scholars." The clergyman heard Maria's request, and he spoke 
kindly to her, telling her that, if she began to attend Sunday School 
now, she would be able to go to the Treat the next year. 

Maria was thrilled at the thought of the Treat. She told Mrs. 
Meadows all about it, and asked if she might begin at once. The 
old woman did not care what she did ; so the next Sunday Maria 
shyly appeared at the school. Expecting to find the children playing 
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games, she was surprised to see that they all had books, and were 
quietly listening to the teachers. M aria had never seen the inside 
of a day school; but very quickly she learnt to read, and she tried 
eagerly to take in what her teacher said. It was all so new that the 
child was quite bewildered at first. But by slow degrees she began to 
understand a little. One word which her teacher kept using was a 
grea t puzzle to M aria. It was the word sin. Slowly the child 
began to realise that sin was something very awful, that it was 
responsible for all that was wrong in her own heart, and in the 
world around her. Then she learnt that there could be deliverance 
even from sin, and somehow this had to do with the Name of God, 
and of the Lord Jesus Christ. Maria told Mrs. Meadows all that 
she heard; but the old woman did not care or try to understand, 
for all that mattered to her was that her matches should be sold. 

M aria's teacher a t Sunday School was a Mrs. Lawrence, a good 
woman who longed for the salvation of all her scholars. She became 
greatly interested in the solemn, almost speechless, child who listened 
with such attention on Sundays. She came to see her at horne, 
and got to know Mrs. Meadows. 

Several years passed away. Mrs. Meadows became too old to 
carry on with her match-selling, but she seemed to have enough to 
live on at horne. Mrs. Lawrence now asked if Maria might come 
a nd live in her house to be her servant. The girl was fifteen now, 
and Mrs. Meadows was quite willing that she should begin to be 
independent, so she readily consented. 

That was a happy change for Maria . She was now in a Christian 
home, where the mistress was a true child of God, full of good works 
and kind deeds. As in the Sunday School, so in the home. What 
Mrs. Lawrence especially impressed upon the little maid was the 
terrible evil of si_n, and the wonderful salvation provided in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. M aria, always reserved and thoughtful, received 
these truths into her heart. The Holy Spirit showed that she was 
one of the sinners whom Christ Jesus carne into the world to save. 
Slowly the light dawned, slowly the dark places of M aria's heart 
were lightened by the glorious Gospel of J esus Christ. 

Maria continued to visi t the old match-seller, who seemed content 
in her rags and poverty. But two years after Maria had gone to 
live with Mrs. Lawrence, Mrs. M eadows died. T o the great surprise 
of everybody, the old woman was found to have hoarded up four 
hundred pounds, and it was all left to M aria ! When M aria heard 
about the money, to her great astonishment, she at once said to 
Mrs. Lawrence that she would like to use the money to help little 
lost girls. With the help of Mrs. Lawrence, to whom she had 
become companion rather than servant, Maria began immediately 
in a poor little cottage, to take in little girls who were lost or 
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orphaned or neglected. For a few years this young girl devoted 
herself to this work for the glory of God and for the love of her 
Saviour. It remained entirely a humble effort, unadvertised, un
noticed, except by those whom Maria saved and taught and cared 
for. Then when she was only twenty-two, the girl was struck down 
by a fever from which she never recovered. She had never been 
able to express her feelings or to tell her experiences; but on her 
deathbed her tongue was loosened, and she told Mrs. Lawrence of 
her joy in the Lord. 

The funeral in a London cemetery was attended by quite a 
crowd of young girls, all of whom had been helped in some way 
by Maria . They asked if they might sing at the graveside a hymn 
which they had learnt. So the young voices were raised in rpelody, 
and Maria's grave was closed in sure and certain hope of a joyful 
resurrection. DAMARIS. 

ScRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 22. 

The whole : Paul told the Colossians to exchange their letter with 
the one he wrote to these people. 

1. H ezekiah spread one before the Lord. 
2. The apostle tells us to do this to that which is evil. 
3. Ruth's sister-in-law. 
4. The daughter of Herodias this a t the king's birthday feast. 
5. Set up in the Plain of Dura. 
6. Paul left one at Troas. 
7. The nationality of Sarai's maid. 
8. Is any among you this? Let him pray. 
9. He came to Jesus by night. 

10. God blessed this day. 

SoLUTION OF No. 21. 

The whole : Egyptians (Gen. 50 : 3). 

1. Eliab (1 Sam. 17 : 28). 
2. Grapes (Luke 6 : 44). 
3. Yearly (1 Sam. 1 : 3). 
4. Purple (Acts 16: 14). 
5. Taste (Job 6: 6). 
6. Intercessions (1 Tim. 2: 1). 
7. Ark (Exod. 2 : 3). 
8. Nets (Matt. 4 : 21). 
9. Shaphan (2 Kings 22 : 3). 
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BORROWED 

F EELING rather like the man who in vain searched his house for food 
to give to his journeying friend, I opened a small volume of Sibbes' 
"Soul's Conflict." The whole title reads : "The Soule's conflict 
with itself and victory over itself by faith. A treatise of the inward 
disquietments of the distressed spirits with comfortable remedies to 
establish them. ' Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul, for the Lord 
hath dealt bountifully with thee.' By R . Sibbes, D .D ., M aster of 
Katharine Hall in Cambridge, and preacher of Grays· Inn, London. 
The fourth edition . . . . 1651." Three hundred years-it is no 
wonder that the covers are off, but the book maintains its integrity. 
A paragraph on page 449 reads : 

" Pretend not thy unworthiness and inability to keep thee 
off from God, for this is the \.vay to keep thee so still . If 
anything help us, it must be God, it must be by casting our
selves upon God. . . . Wholly and only trust in God in all 
conditions and times for all things that we stand in need of, 
until that time comes wherein we shall stand in need of 
nothing. . . . It is the office of faith to quiet ourselves in all 
the necessities of this life; and we have continued use of 
trusting while we are here, for, even when we have · things, 
God still keeps the blessing of them in H is own hands, to hold 
us in continued dependence upon Him. . . . When God once 
charges sin upon the soul, alas, who shall take it off? When 
the great God shall frown, the smiles of the creature cannot 
refresh us. . . . Sin makes us afraid of that which should be 
our greatest comfort ; it puts a sting into every other evil, .. . 
interprets all that befalls us as the messengers of an angry 
God. This were a doleful case if God had not provided in 
Christ a remedy for this great evil of ~viis, and if the Holy 
Spirit were not above the conscience, able as well to pacify it 
by a sense of God's love in Christ, as to convince it of sin, the 
just desert thereby." 

I have heard it said that, when we read the books of days gone 
by, we are serving parched corn and the old corn of the land. 
Dr. Sibbes would not say it was his, nor would they say " Alas, 
Master, for it is borrowed." What a blessing to the children of 
God as to everyone else that the vessels were borrowed " for our 
sakes." The axe was borrowed that came to the top. God is the 
same God. F o LLOWER-ON. 

J 
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THE SEVENTH OF ROMANS 

IT has been my lot during the past week to find myself in the 
seventh of Romans, sin exceeding sinful, the righteous law so holy, 
just, and good, so spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin-yet I 
would do good but evil is present with me ; this warfare goes on 
continually, and I find "that which is born after the flesh is (still) 
flesh." It makes me cry with the Apostle, "0 wretched man that 
I am." Surely; Paul, you mean that I was? After the abundance 
of grace you have received, still wretched ? Yes, "evil is present 
with me!" 

Speaking to a friend, she said, " I have got out of the seventh of 
Romans into the eighth; no condemnation, no separation, sin par
doned, past, present, and to come; if I sin, I just plead the 'blood,' 
and it troubles me no more " ! A good many times in my life I have 
read, and listened to this statement, which seems to be "progress" 
in the divine life, happiness secured, troubled no more about sin in 
this body of death." 

But, · try as I will, the motions of sin in my members, make me 
hang my head with shame to think I can thus sin against my best, 
my only, Friend. He is so Holy, and sin is so hateful in His sig-ht, 
and I do love Him, and I would not grieve Him in the least if I 
had the power. 

With these thoughts my mind turned to the " Interpreter." Yes ! 
like my precious Jesus, He has many lovely names, as Comforter, 
Quickener, Remembrance, Guide (yes, into all truth), Testifier 
(yes, of Jesus), Indweller (yes, "He dwelleth with you and shall be 
in you "). Then since " all scripture is given by inspira tion of 
God " and " holy men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost," surely H e is the only Interpreter of the Word written. 
And the Apostle John declares, "Ye have an unction from the Holy 
One, and ye know all things." " But the anointing which ye have 
received of Him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach 
you; but, as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is 
truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in 
Him." Thus I turned to Romans seven, looking up unto Him ! 

Coming to verse four, I read : " Wherefore, my brethren, ye also 
are become dead to the law by the body of Christ ; that ye should 
be married to another, even to Him who is raised from the dead, 
that we should bring forth fruit unto God." There is indeed 3. 
mine of wealth here-" married to Christ "-" thy Maker is thine 
Husband; the Lord of Hosts is His Name; and thy Redeemer, the 
Holy One of Israel ; the God of the whole earth shall He be called " 
(Isa. 54: 5). This is a wonderful chapter! How precious it has 
been to me many times. 
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Then how necessary has been all this killing ! That I should be 
" dead " to the law, every hope squashed of being made perfect by 
the fl esh. Surely I should be an adulteress unless my first husband 
were dead : to trust in my prayers, my tears, repentance, good works, 
or even my faith, withered indeed, until the command goes forth, 
"Stretch forth thine hand." Oh, the joy and peace in believing 
which follows ! 

But I notice the Apostle with " I am carnal " carries it with him 
still into the eighth chapter : '' Because the carnal mind is enmity 
against God : for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be." " Subject to vanity not willingly," brings the "groaning 
within ourselves," but the great consolation of knowing that "all 
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to His purpose." 

" 0 love that chose ! 0 love that died ! 
0 love that sealed and sanctified ! 
All glory, glory, glory be 

0 covenant Triune God to Thee." 

25th September, 1~55. 

REGENERATION AND CONVERSION 

F.P. 

When we come to ask ourselves WHEN this miracle of grace takes 
place, we simply ascribe it to the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit; 
the time, place, and manner are all kept within His own power. 
It is comparable to nature's breath, controlled by nature's God, and 
communicated by supernatural power. Inspired words, written by 
one moved by the Holy Ghost, and spoken by Him Who is the 
God of all inspiration, say " The wind bloweth WHERE it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell WHENCE it 
cometh, and WHITHER it goeth; so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit " (John 3 : 8). 

The difference between Regeneration and Conversion is not so 
well known as it ought to be, and this ignorance is the cause of 
many difficulties. Regeneration is the act of the Holy Spirit ; it is 
the Divine work, which . must essentially precede everything in 
spiritual religion of a genuine character. Conversion is the resultant 
state or condition of those who have thus been acted upon by the 
Spirit. The two are inseparable, Conversion being uniformly the 
product of Regeneration.-The late Rev. William Sykes. 
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~rott6tant meaton. 

THOMAS SCOTT, THE COMMENTATOR 

THOMAS ScoTT, the commentator, was born at Braytoft, near Spilsby, 
Lincolnshire, on the 16th of February, 1747, where his father fol
lowed the occupation of a grazier. After some education at the 
endowed school at Scorton, he was apprenticed to a surgeon, an 
unprincipled man. Yet it pleased God to make use of a word spoken 
by this man, as a means of first awakening Thomas Scott to a sense 
of sin and · dariger. Reproving him one day for his behaviour, he 

remarked that his conduct was not merely offensive to his master, 
but wicked in the sight of God. "This remark," says Mr. Scott, 

" produced a new sensation in my soul which no subsequent efforts 
could destroy, and proved, I am fully satisfied, the primary cause of 
my subsequent conversion." This impression was afterwards deep
ened by reading Watts' hymn entitled "The All-seeing God." He 
committed it to memory, and by often repeating it was kept alive to 
the danger of his condition. Knowing, however, nothing of the 
Gospel, he obtained no effectual deliverance from sin at this time. 

' ' Though I was not educated in what is commonly considered 
as ignorance of God and religion," writes Scott, " yet, till the six
teenth year of my age, I do not remember that I ever was under 
any serious conviction of being a sinner, in danger of wrath, or in 
need of mercy; nor did I ever, during this part of my life, that I 
recollect, offer one hearty prayer to God in secret. Being alienated 
from God through the ignorance that was in me, I lived without 
Him in the world, and as utterly neglected to pay Him any volun
tary service, as if I had been an atheist in principle. But about my 
sixteenth year I began to see that I was a sinner. I was indeed a 
leper in every part, there being ' no health in me '; but out of many 
external indications of inward depravity, conscience discovered and 
reproached me with one especially; and I was, for the first time, dis
quieted with apprehensions of the wrath of an offended God. 

" With little variation, this was my course of life for nine years ; 
but in that time I had such experience of my own weakness, and 
the superior force of temptation, that I secretly concluded reforma
tion in my case to be impracticable. ' Can the Ethiopian change 
his skin, or · the leopard his spots? ' I was equally experimentally 
convinced that I was equally unable, with the feeble barrier of reso
lutions and endeavours, to stem the torrent of my impetuous inclina
tions, when swelled by welcome, suitable, and powerful temptations ; 
and being ignorant that God had reserved this to Himself as His 
own work, and had engaged to do it for the poor sinner who, 



The Gospel Magazine 337 

feeling his own insufficiency, is heartily desirous to have it done 
by Him, I stifl ed my convictions as well as I could, and put off my 
repentance to a more convenient season." 

I.-CONFLICT WITH ERROR 

By experience, Thomas Scott became well acquainted with 
Satan's intention in employing so many of his agents to invent and 
propagate those pestilential errors, that have in all ages corrupted 
and enervated the pure doctrine of the gospel, which lead to forget
fulness of God and security in sin, and deadly poison to every soul 
that imbibes them, unless a miracle of grace intervenes. 

" Such, on the one hand," says Scott, " are all the superstitious 
doctrines of Popery, purgatory, penances, absolutions, indulgences, 
merits of good works, and the acceptableness of will-worship and 
uncommanded observances ; what are these but engines of the Devil 
to keep men quiet in their sins? Man, resolved to follow the dictates 
of his depraved inclination, and not to bound his pursuits and 
enjoyments by the limits of God's holy law, catches at anything to 
soften the horrible thought of eternal misery. This is the awaken
ing reflection, God's sword in the conscience, which it is Satan's 
business, by all his diabolical artifices, to endeavour to sheath, blunt, 
or turn aside, knowing that, while this alarming apprehension is 
present to the soul, he car: never maintain possession of it in peace. 
By such inventions, therefore, as these, he takes care to furnish the 
sinner with that which he seeks, and to enable him to walk accord
ing to the course of this wicked world, and the desires of depraved 
nature, without being disturbed by such dreadful thoughts. 

" The reasoning man, which sets God's a ttributes a t variance with 
each other, which represent the Supreme Governor as so weakly 
merciful that he regards neither the demands of His justice, the 
veracity of ffi s word, nor the peaceable order and subordination 
of the universe ; which explain away all the mysteries of the gospel ; 
and represent sin, that fruitful root of evil, that enemy of God, that 
favourite of Satan, as a very little thing, scarcely noticed by the 
Almighty, and which, contrary to the scriptures and universal ex
perience and observation, would persuade us that man is not a 
depraved creature. 

"To these la tter sentiments I acceded, and maintained them as 
long as I could ; and I did it, most assuredly, because they soothed 
my conscience, freed me from the intolerable fears of damnation, 
and enabled me to think favourably of myself. For these reasons 
alone, I loved and chose this ground; I fixed myself upon it, and 
there fortified myself by all the arguments and reasonings I could 
meet with. These things I wished to believe, and I had my wish; 
for at length did I most confidently believe them. Being taken 
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captive in this snare of Satan, I should there have perished with a 
lie at my right hand, had not the Lord whom I dishonoured 
snatched me as a brand from the burning." 

H.-ADMISSION TO THE MINISTRY 

It was whilst in the foregoing state of mind that Thomas Scott 
obtained admission into the ministry of the established church. 
Imbued with the proud notion of the dignity of human nature, and 
understanding nothing of the plague of his own heart, he adopted 
a system of religion accommodated to that foolish pride. 

" As far as I understand such controversies," writes Scott, " I was 
nearly a Socinian and Pelagian, and wholly an Arminian; yet, to my 
shame be it spoken, I sought to obtain admission into the ministry, 
in a church whose doctrines are diametrically opposed to all the 
three, without once concerning myself about those barriers which 
the wisdom of our forefathers has placed around her, purposely to 
prevent the intrusion of such dangerous heretics as I then was. 
Thus, with a heart full of pride and wickedness; my life polluted 
with many unrepented, unforsaken sins; without one cry for mercy, 
one. prayer for direction or assistance, or a blessing upon what I 
was about to do ; after having concealed my real sentiments under 
the mask of general expressions; after having subscribed articles 
directly contrary to what I believed; and after blasphemously de
clared, in the presence of God and the congregation, in the most 
solemn manner, sealing it with the Lord's Supper, that I judged 
myself to be ' inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost to take that office 
upon me ' ; (not knowing or believing that there was a Holy Ghost) ; 
on September the 20th, 1772, I was ordained a deacon." 

"For ever blessed be the God of all long-suffering and mercy, 
who had patience with such a rebel and blasphemer, such an 
irreverent trifler with His majesty, and such a presumptuous intruder 
into His sacred ministry. I never think of this daring wickedness 
without being filled with amazement that I am out of hell ; without 
admiring that gracious God, who permitted such an atrocious sinner 
to live, yea, to serve Him, and with acceptance, I trust, to call Him 
Father; and as His minister to speak in His name. ' Bless the 
Lord, 0 my soul : and all that is within me, bless His holy name. 
Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits : who 
forgiveth all thine iniquities : who healeth all thy diseases : who 
redeemeth thy life from destruction : who crowneth thee with 
lovingkindness and tender mercies.'" 

JII.-cORRESPONDENCE AND CONTACT WITH JOHN NEWTON 

Mr. Scott was ordained to the combined curacies of Stoke Gold
ington and Weston Underwood, villages situated in the vicinity of 
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Olney, Bucks., where John Newton ministered. In January, 1774, 
two of Scott's parishioners, a married couple, lay at the point of 
death. Scott knew of the circumstances, but, not having been sent 
for, did not visit them. Mr. Newton had, however, been several 
times to visit them, and this piece of intelligence coming to Mr. 
Scott's notice, was a blow which staggered him. " Directly it 
occurred to me," says Scott, " that whatever contempt I might 
have for Mr. Newton's doctrines, I must acknowledge his practice 
to be more consistent with the ministerial character than my own. 
He must have more zeal and love for human souls than I had, or he 
would not have walked so far to visit and supply my lack of care 
to those who, as far as I was concerned, might have been left to 
perish in their sins." 

It was at this period that Scott commenced correspondence with 
Newton. At a visitation of clergy meeting, they met in 1755 and 
exchanged words on a controverted subject. Had Mr. Scott been 
possessed of a more humble and teachable spirit, he might have 
received precious instruction from a man so deeply taught by the 
Spirit of God as was John Newton. But he was too wise in his own 
conceit to profit as he ought to have done by this opportunity of 
learning heavenly wisdom. He read a great part of Mr. Newton's 
letters, and some books which he sent him, " with much indifference 
and contempt," and for some time after he neglected Newton's 
acquaintance. 

The doctrine of a Trinity of co-equal persons in the Unity of the 
Godhead had been hitherto no part ofScott's creed. H e had long 
been ·· accustomed to despise this great mystery of godliness. But 
about 1777, he began to be troubled with doubts about such senti
ments. "My pride and my convictions struggled hard for the 
victory," says Scott; "I was unwilling to become a Trinitarian in 
the strict sense of the word, though, in my own sense, I had for 
some time pretended to be one; and yet the more I considered it, 
the more I was dissatisfied with other systems. My esteem for Mr. 
Newton was also now very much increased." 

TV.-SUBMISSION TO THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE 

Hitherto, Mr. Scott had also been prejudicial against James 
Ht.rvey as a writer upon doctrinal subjects. About July, 1777, he 
providentially met with Hervey's" Theron and Aspasio," and op~n
ing the book, was much pleased with the first passage on which he 
cast his eye, This engaged him to read the whole with uncommon 
attention. Scott found himself convinced by arguments and illus
trations in everything relative to our fallen, guilty, lost, and helpless
ly miserable state by nature. "I had now acceded," says Mr. Scott, 
" to most of the doctrines which at present I believe and preach; 
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except the doctrine of personal election, and those tenets which 
immediately depend upon it, and are connected with it. These 
were still foolishness to me ; and, so late as August, 1777, I told my 
friend, Mr. Newton, that I was sure I never should be of his senti
ments on that head. To this he answered, that, if I never men
tioned this subject, he never should, as we were now agreed in all 
he judged absolutely needful; but, that he had not the least doubt 
of my very shortly becoming a Calvinist, as I should presently 
discover m y system of doctrine to be otherwise incomplete and in
consistent with itself." 

The great question, therefore, was, to Mr. Scott, Are these 
doctrines in the Bible, or not? Hitherto he had wilfully passed over 
or neglected, or endeavoured to place some other construction upon 
them, and those parts of Scripture which directly speak of them. 
" I soon found," says Scott, " that I could not support my former 
interpretations. They would teach predestination, election, and 
final perseverance, in spite of all my twisting and expounding. It 
also occurred to me that these doctrines, though now in disgrace, 
were universally believed and maintained by our venerable Re
formers, and that they were admitted, at the beginning of the 
R eformation, into the creeds, catechisms or articles, of everv one of 
the Protestant churches, and that our Articles and Homilies ex
pressly maintained them . .. ·." 

V.-MINISTRY AND LITERARY W ORK S 

Mr. Scott's first curacy of Stoke Goldington with Weston Under
wood, in Buckinghamshire, had been exchanged in 1775, for that of 
R avenstone. He resided at the latter place about two years, and it 
proved, as it were, a real Bethel to him. Here he embraced, in a 
considerable measure, the truth as it is in J esus. Mr. Newton 
received a call to the parish of St. Mary, Woolnoth, in the city of 
London, and about a year following Mr. Scott consented to under
take the charge of Olney, to which place he removed in 1780. In 
1785 he became chaplain of the Lock Hospital, London, and in 
1801 rector of Aston Sandford, where he laboured till his death, on 
the 16th of April, 1821. 

· Scott's works are numerous : " The Force of Truth," from which 
extracts are quoted in the foregoing paragraphs of this article; a 
remarkable record of the various phases of religious opinions and 
feelings through which he had passed-Socinian, Palagian and 
Arininian-till he finally reposed in a Calvinism wrought out by 
prolonged and prayerful study of the divine Word. His principal 
work is his ''Commentary/' a great work, sensible and judicious in 
substance. The meaning is given with unaffected and honest care, 
without parade, and always in a spiritual frame of mind ; gravity 
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and warmth characterises the work, the end of which is God's glory 
in the exposition of His Truth. The pious and venerable author 
spared no pains or labours in its completion. 

"Thus hath the Lord led me," says Scott, " a poor blind sinner, 
in a way that I knew not; ' He hath made darkness light before 
me, crooked things straight,' and hard things easy, and hath brought 
me to a place of which I little thought when I set out, and having 
done these things for me, I believe, yea, I am undoubtedly sure, He 
will never leave me nor forsake me. To Him be the glory of His 
long-resisted and undeserved grace : to me be the shame, not only 
of all my other sins, but also of my proud and perverse opposition 
to His purposes of love towards me. But all this was permitted, 
that my high spirit and stout heart, being at length humbled and 
subdued, ' I might remember, and be confounded, and never open 
my mouth any more, because of my shame, now that the Lord is 
pacified to me for all that I have done.' 

" And now, as in the presence of the heart-searching Judge, I 
have given, without one wilful misrepresentation, addition, or 
material omission, a history of the great things God hath done for 
my soul . . . . tha t I fall so very far short in every thing, is not the 
effect of my new doctrines, but of my old depraved nature and 
deceitful heart-' Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, and renew a 
right spirit within me! '" F.C. 

He has taught me to labour for Him more cheerfully, and to 
loathe myself more heartily, than I could before. I see myself noth
ing, and feel myself vile, and hide my head, ashamed of all my sorry 
services. I want His fountain every day, His intercession every 
moment, and would not give a groat for the broadest fig-leaves, 
or the brightest human rags to cover me. A robe I must have, of 
one whole piece, broad as the law, spotless as the light, and richer 
than an angel ever wore, the robe of J esus. And when the elder 
brother's raiment is put on me, good I saac will receive and bless 
the lying varlet Jacob.-]ohn Berridge. 

" Mv PoCKET CoMPANION/' 1956; 41st year of issue; 32 pages 
and cover; price threepence (post free, 4-!d.). The booklet includes 
Bible text pages, messages, and anecdotes. Enlarged editions, 64 
pages (1/1 -~d. post free), and 94 pages (post free 2/7-!-).-The 
Protestant Truth Society (J. A. Kensit), 184, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C.4. 
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A LIVING HOPE 

By the Rev. WM. PARKs, B.A. (1809-1867). 

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto 
a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.-"' 
1 Peter 1 : 3. 

MANY of you, I have no doubt, are often at your wits' end to decide 
whether you are real Christians, true believers or not. In this you 
are very different from the pharisee in the parable. He had no 
question at all about his salvation; he was all right, and could afford 
to pity and despise a poor contrite sinner like the publican. But it is 
not so with many of you, dear brethren in the Lord ! No, you have 
too mean an opinion of yourselves ever to presume in the presence 
of the Lord, or ever to regard with contempt any poor broken
hearted sinner. The reason is, you know something of your own 
vile hearts, and you know something of unbelief. 

There are few or no Christians, i.e., truly converted persons, who 
are privileged to see their title clear at all times to their mansions 
in the skies. I know I have never met with one, and I know that 
I myself am not one of them. No, the real Christian oftener lives 
between hope and fear, than upon the mount of joy and confidence. 
Here is what your experience is. One day you believe you shall go 
to heaven, another day you fear you delude yourselves; one day 
you believe you have grace, another day you fear you have none; 
one day you rejoice in the light of the Gospel, another day you 
have to grope in darkness; one day you can shout out with David, 
" The Lord is my portion ! " another day you take up the words of 
Jonah, "We are cast out from the presence of the Lord! " Oh, is 
it not so? Yes, I am sure it is! Well, now, come and let us reason 
together, and see if we cannot discover the existence of true grace 
in our hearts. 

The question to be discussed is, Have we a lively hope? First, 
I wouid help you to discuss this qnestion, and, secondly, give you 
some good counsel. 

I. 

To be religious is one thin,g, to have a living hope is another 
thing; to walk by sight is one thing, to walk by faith and hope is 
another thing. Many people who have no more grace in their 
hearts than the heathen are forced to make a profession of religion, 
and this satisfies them, till they are truly awakened by God. But 
this profession of .. piety and zeal has no more connection with true 
grace or a living hope than galvanic effort has to do with true life; 
the one is forced, the other is the result of God-given power. 

An individual is told by some blind guide that the way to be 
-:eligious, and consequently the way to get to heaven, is to visit the 
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sick, the poor, and the afflicted, and by abstaining from the amuse
ments of the world. Well, the individual adopts this course. It is 
pleasing to the flesh, but there is the grossest delusion beneath all 
this, for all this might be clone, and often is done, by those who 
have not a particle of grace or living hope. It is thus the poor Papists 
deceive themselves and their dupes ; it is thus that thousands in our 
own Church deceive themselves ; it is thus that thousands of non
conformists deceive themselves. They do good works, as they sup
pose; they use self-denial; they abstain from worldly amusements; 
but, having no grace, no faith (without which, it is impossible to 
please God : H e b. 11 : 6), faith in God reconciled in Christ Jesus, 
faith in the atonement, faith in Christ as Mediator, they can have 
no hope whatever of a scriptural character. 

It may be said, " But does not James say, ' True religion and 
undefiled is to visit the fatherless and the widow, and to keep one's 
self unspotted from the world? " Yes, I answer; but we are to re
member that these are intended by James as evidences from those 
already, with a good hope through grace; from those who are 
already begotten by God of His good will. It is the greatest 
mistake in the world for an unconverted person to take a precept 
of the Gospel, and, working it out in the letter, to conclude th,lt 
he or she is truly a Christian, or one with a good hope through 
grace. There must be conversion first, otherwise all the practice in 
the world is delusion; all works before grace are rubbish. It is from 
want of a knowledge of this fact that we are so inundated with 
hypocrites and pretenders of all kinds. ' 

But now, poor anxious souls, let us see if we cannot trace out 
some evidences of " a lively hope " in you. 

1. Tell me, are not some of you longing for Christ to be revealed 
in your hearts the hope of glory? Can you not say, "We believe 
all that is revealed about Christ and God and the Holy Spirit, but 
we are not satisfied that we have an interest in Christ? " Arc you 
not often saying to yourselves, "\Vhat is health to us, or com fort 
to us, or honour to us, so long as we go mourning for Christ and 
do not see our interest in Christ? " Oh, poor souls, if this be your 
experience, believe me the work of vitality is begun in you. Nature 
could not produce this! 

2. Again, can you not say, " Oh, that we knew more of God! 
Oh, that we were filled with Christ! Oh, that we had His grace 
to pardon us; His power to support us; His wisdom to counsel us; 
His lovingkindness to refresh us ! " Believe me, if this be your 
longing you are in Christ, and Christ is in you, and you have " a 
lively hope," for your experience is little short of Paul's own as 
recorded in Phil. 3. 

3. Again, can you not say, «We want many things; we wa.nt 
health, we want temporal comforts, we want success i11 business, yet 
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we want Christ's presence more?" Poor souls! Be assured that 
signs like these were never in a soul that had no "lively hope." 
Nothing short of God's power could have produced them. 

4. Again, can you not say," Sin grie.ves us greatly; we would give 
anything to be rid of it; we mourn in secret over it, whether in our
selves or in others, because we know it is what God hates." Precious 
evidence of the existence of "a lively hope! " Paul himself could 
hardly had a clearer. His exclamations, " 0 wretched man that 
I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death ?" and, 
"I thank God for J esus Christ," tell us where he was, and what he 
felt. Beloved, though you are tossed with the tempests of doubt and 
fear, believe me, you have " a living hope," etc . 

5. Again, can you not say, "When the Lord gives us any power 
against sin, any strength to serve Him, we feel a greater joy in our 
hearts than we can express;" or, "When He does not deal with us 
according to our iniquities, but breaks our hearts with a sense of 
His love, do not our souls go forth towards Him with thanksgiving?" 
Be assured you have "a living hope," for these are marks of 
heavenly calling and fellowship with God and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

6. Once more, can you not say, " Though our interest in Christ be 
not as clear as we would desire, we· would not change places with 
those who care for none of these things; and', though Christ may 
not choose to grant us all we want, yet we still linger about His cr:oss, 
and, if we are to perish, we will perish there? " I ask, C an you say 
these things, having felt them? Then, depend upon it, you have 
"a lively hope"; yea though you can trace out but one of all six 
evidences within you, believe me you have every reason to be 
thankful, for the Spirit of God is in you of a truth. Ah, beloved, I 
know something of the ups and downs of spiritual life, and I can 
sympathise with you and all the dear children of God whose longings 
arc after more manifest union with the Lord Jesus Christ. But I feel 
assured that I speak God's truth to you, when I tell you that the 
evidences just laid before you are evidences of " having been be
gotten unto a lively hope." 

II. 

R emember ( 1) that your salvation does not depend upon the clear
ness of your evidences, but upon the existence o f any ,one true 
evidence. Yea, that though the true evidence may be in existence, 
it may be so obscured by many things. that it be all but impossible 
for the moment to bring it to light. The children of God are often 
constrained for want of better to fall back upon their ·former 
evidences of a lively hope, etc. 

(2) Remember that there are many children of God with smaller, 
weaker, less distinct, evidences of a lively hope than you . So highly 
prize your privileges. There are thousands of God's beloved ones 
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this moment who are fainting for the small blessings that you possess. 
Oh, how many souls would give all in their possession if they could 
but hear one Gospel sermon in a month, yea, in six months; and 
here are you blessed with the truth two or three times a week. 
I say not this in egotism, God knoweth, for " I am less than the least 
of all saints " ; but to cheer you up, and incite you to pra ise Him 
from whom all blessings flow. 

3. Remember that when God com es to judgm ent H e will not 
bring scales to w eigh the grace or the hope that is in you; H e will not 
ask how great is it, or how deep is it, or how hig-h is it, but, " Is it 
true? is it real? is it genuine? is it of my giving ?" Ay, that will be 
the question. And, if it be ever so feeble, or never so small , if it 
have God's image and superscription upon it, then your hope will 
be exchanged for reality, your longing for fruition . 

4. L astly, remember the great importance of the use of the means 
of grace. Oh, use those means whilst you have opportunity. Be
lieve me, you can never hear too much, or hear the same truths too 
often. It is by listening and pondering and comparing, by reading 
and medita ting and continual exercise of your renewed wills and 
understandings, that you may expect to grow in grace aiJd in the 
knowledge of the Lord, and by no other way. The more constantly 
you wait at wisdom's door, the more you may hope to profit; the 
more regularly you frequent the Lord's house, the more clearly you 
may expect to trace out " a lively hope." 

HYMNS OF JONATHAN EVANS (Coventry). 

The hymn, " Hark the voice of love and mercy," first appeared 
in the Rev. G. Burder's Collection of H ymns (1784) without a 
signature, but later on Burder supplied the name of "J. Evans" 
to it in the 25th edition of his Collection (1827). Jonathan Evans, 
who was born at Coventry, joined Mr. Burder's Congregational 
Church at Coventry, when he was about thirty years old (1778). 
He began preaching in 1782, and was pastor at Foleshill, near 
Coventry, from 1795 to his death in 1809. 

Another of his hymns was one for use before a sermon : 

"Come, Thou soul-transforming Spirit, 
Bless the sower and the seed; 

Let each heart Thy grace inherit, 
Raise the weak, the hungry feed; 

From the Gospel 
Now supply Thy people's need." 

Some of his hymns and also biographical notices of him appeared 
in The Evangelical Magazine (October, 1809; March, 1847). 
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AGED PILGRIMS 

I.-SHORTAGE OF NURSING STAFF 

(From an address on behalf of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society 
by H. T. Haynes, Esq.) 

"HELP, LoRD, for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from 
among the children of men" (Ps. 12: 1). This psalm was penned 
by David towards the close of the reign of King Saul, and David 
had good Cquse to pray this prayer. The nation of Israel had had 
the good guidance of Samuel, the servant of the Lord, and, as he 
drew near to the end of his days, he sought that his two · sons 
should follow after him; but they proved to be men of the world, 
unsuited to the task. The people themselves sought after worldly 
things : they desired a king like other nations. God gave them a 
king, but you will remember his unhappy end. This, then, was 
the state of affairs when David wrote these words : " Help, Lord, 
for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among the 
children of meri." 

There have been times in the history of this country when the 
children of God have echoed this prayer. When this Society was in 
its infancy, this country prospered nationally and spiritually under 
God as it had not done before and has not done since; but what a 
state we have come to now! Well indeed may we say, "The 
godly man ceaseth." Among the people, from the highest to the 
lowest in the land, error and sin are rife. 

One particular effect of this concerns us here. Those societies 
and charitable organisations which were formed a century ago are 
finding it increasingly difficult to attract those suited to the work, 
able and willing to carry it on and when necessary to minister to 
the Lord's people. In the case of this Society the shortage of 
Nursing Staff is probably well-known to most of you. In this respect 
we may say that not only the godly man but the godly woman 
ceaseth; and yet how sad it is that even amongst those who do 
fear God there seem to be so few who are willing to devote their 
lives to the Lord's service. It may not be a spectacular service; 
but it is nevertheless, to those who fear God, a most worthy and 
rewarding service to minister to His people. It is sad that it should 
be so difficult to find men for the executive work and women to 
carry out those duties which only women can do in the service of 
the "Lord's people. 

But there are two words in this verse which we must not leave 
out: "Help, Lord "-the marginal reading is, "Save, Lord." Is 
there not a similarity between this word and the cry of Peter 
when he walked on the water to go to the Lord Jesus, when, looking 
at the waves he began to sink? " Lord, save me ! " he cried. I 
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would that we might have i! in our hearts this day, we who are 
interested in the work of this Society, to come to Him with intense 
desire, that we may be enabled collectively and privately to cry to 
Him that He would make the necessary provision for all the needs 
of the Society. 

H.-MINISTRY O.F WOMEN 

(Contributed) 
The depen.dence of this Society upon the good services of women 

reminds one forcibly of the following passage from Bunyan's 
Pilgr~m's Progress- the words of Gaius the innkeeper to the pilgrims, 
Christiana and her party, who called at his house on their journey 
to the Celestial City : 

" I will now speak on the behalf of women. , . . I read not 
that man ever did give unto Christ so much as a groat; but 
women followed him and ministered to Him of their substance. 
It was a woman that washed His feet with tears, and a woman 
that anointed His body to the burial. They were women who 
wept when He was going to the cross, and that sat by His 
sepulchre when He was buried. They were women that were 
first with Him at the resurrection morn ; and women that 
brought tidings first to His disciples that He was risen from 
the dead. Women, therefore, are highly favoured, and show 
by these things that they are sharers with us in the grace of 
life." 

What a wonderful record there is in the inspired Scriptures of 
the gracious and loving ministrations of women to the Lord of Life 
and Glory ! What an honoured place they hold in this respect ! 
And it is w~men whose services are vitally necessary in the minis
trations of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society to the sick and afflicted 
of the Lord's family. There is a great need, particularly so at this 
present time, for women who have a love for old people, patience 
and sympathy with them in their infirmities and weaknesses, coupled 
with a measure of ability in nursing-not necessarily trained, but 
with some practical experience of such work. Are there any readers 
of The Gospel Magazine able to offer their services in this con
nection? The wages are good; and in the case of living-in staff, 
uniform, accommodation and all meals are provided, while the 
off-duty time is liberal. 

The Society owes a deep debt of gratitude to the godly women 
who are at present engaged in this wonderful service; and since 
thi ;: is a work which only women can do, the Committee earnestly 
solicit the prayerful consideration of this matter by any who have 
it in their power thus to "stretch out their hand to the poor and 
reach for th their hand to the needy" (Prov. 31 : 20). 
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®bttuarp 
MR. ToM MURRAY (Dublin). 

Earlier this year there passed forward a well-known leader in 
the work of the Irish Church Missions in Dublin. This was MR. 
ToM MURRAY, who gave his whole life to the work of the I.C.M. 

He was a man of prayer, humble under God's mighty hand. He 
had a deep knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, and was expert in 
the Roman Catholic controversy. He was the means, under God, 
of bringing so many out of the bondage and darkness of Romanism 
into the light and liberty of the Gospel as found in the Holy Scrip
tures. He was intrepid, and never feared the face of man. Alert 
and far-seeing, he gave wise guidance to countless souls. He ex
celled in Bible Class work and in work among children. 

He was a lover of the Doctrines of Grace. 
On one of the last visits I paid to his sick bed, he asked me to 

read Psalm 27 : 
"The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

Whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the strength of my life; 

Of whom shall I be afraid? " 

THE REV. C. 0. PICKARD-CAMBRIDGE (80). 

W.D.S. 

We were sorry to learn of the recent death of the Rev. C. 0. 
Pickard-Cambridge, of Weymquth. He was for some years a 
missionary in Japan, and afterwards for fourteen years vicar of 
Packington in Leicestershire. H e was at one time on the staff of 
the Bible Churchmen's College at Bristol. He was a Bible student 
and a keen and alert Protestant. A reader of The Gospel Magazine, 
he wrote to us two years ago : " I cannot refrain from writing a 
brief word. I have been reading The Gospel Magazine and I feel 
that ... it is doing a gracious work. In this month's issue ... I 
get a real uplift." (Among other things he mentioned a sermon by 
the R ev. W. H . Krause). 

THE REV. GEORGE jOHN BYRNELL (87) 

The Rev. G. J. Byrnell, of Mill Hill, passed forward to the 
presence of his Saviour on October 5th, aged 87. In early days he 
used to attend St. Mary-le-Port Church, Bristol, to which he was 
always most warmly attached. Ordained late in life, in 1940, at the 
age of 72, he was greatly delighted when he was able to preach in 
his old church at Bristol. He was a lover of the doctrines of grace 
and of The Gospel Magazine. 
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His son is the Rev. J. G. Byrnell, Rector of Slaidburn, Clitheroe, 
Yorks. A daughter was a well-known Missionary in Morocco. We 
express our Christian sympathy with all who mourn his loss. 

The late Mr. Byrnell travelled much. He toured the whole of 
India three times, visiting every part from North to South. He 
travelled the four colonies of South Africa, and spent months in 
Palestine, Arabia, and Bible lands. Just on his 70th year he spent 
six months up the Amazon. 

He was a member of the first Committee of the B.C.M.S., and was 
one of the· founders of the All Nations Bible College. 

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS FOR REFORMED FAITH 
AND ACTION 

THE pleasant little town of Detmold in the Lippe area of Germany 
was the meeting place for the Reformed Congress, held from July 
30th-August 7th, 1955. Nearly 200 members, attached to different 
churches, and coming from 17 different nations, enjoyed Christian 
fellowship together. The object of the congress was to proclaim 
the absolute sovereignty of Almighty God over the world and every 
part of human life . Those who attended as members accepted 
unconditionally the Holy Scriptures as the Word of God, and there
fore the sole principle of reformation in this and every age of the 
church. 

The general theme of the Congress was the Lordship of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Every morning was spent in studying the Epistle to 
the Colossians. In the late afternoons and evenings there were 
papers and discussions on the world situation; Christian philosophy; 
education; etc. We received accounts of the position of Reformed 

. churches in many lands. These were given by pastors and laymen 
from Belgium, Brazil, Portugal, Spain, France, Switzerland, Austria, 
Indonesia, Japan, South Africa and elsewhere. Time and again we 
heard of the pressure of Romanism. These glimpses of God's work 
in other lands always constituted a call to prayer. They made those 
of us who came from countries where the Reformation of the 16th 
century and after was most thorough, more deeply conscious of the 
profound blessings we enjoy. 

The problems of German and Dutch Calvinists, who predomin
ated at the Congress, and those of other continental Reformed 
churches, were often connected with their relations to society and 
state authority. Some of us who came from the United Kingdom 
were certainly helped to see how fully Reformed believers in other 
lands seek to relate the whole of life to the Word of God. 

Personal contacts and conversations were of much value. M any 
things were learned; and perhaps one was able to convey to some 
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clearer impressions of the Reformed and Protestant position m 
England. 

This Congress was the third to be held since the end of the 
war, and it is one in a series commenced in London in 1932 by 
the Sovereign Grace Union. The President at Detmold was Pastor 
W. A. Langenohl (Germany). It is interesting to note that he was a 
speaker at the 1932 gatherings. To him, and to the efficient secre
tarial staff, we owe warm thanks. We enjoyed also the kindly 
hospitality and help given to us by members of the Reformed Church 
at Detmold. We were privileged to see something of their work and 
testimony, in the only area in Germany where the Reformed are in a 
majority. 

At the close of the Congress it was pecided to set up an Asso
ciation for Reformed Faith and Action. This is intended to help 
and encourage in Christian faith those in needy si tuations, and in 
places where Reformed Christians are few or scattered. It should 
also serve as a link between believers through the setting up of an 
international secretariat, and the organising of regional branches. 
An. international committee has been set up. British members in
clude Rev. Philip Hughes, Rev. Dr. J. I. Packer (Bristol); while 
Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones was elected President of the Advisory 
Committee, with Rev. George N. M. Collins, of Edinburgh, as the 
other member from the United Kingdom. The secretary of the 
executive is Rev. Dr. Dengerink (Amsterdam). 

THE SPIRIT OF A MISSIONARY 

(HENRY MARTYN IN INDIA) 

H.G.H.H. 

" The precious Word is now my only study, in the work uf 
translation. Though in a manner buried to the world-neither 
seeing nor seen by Europeans-the time flows on here with great 
rapidity ; it seems as if life would be gone before anything is done 
or before anything is begun. 

" I sometimes rejoice that I am not twenty-seven years of age; 
and that, unless God should order it otherwise, I may double the 
number in constant and successful labour. 

"If not, God has many, many more instruments at His command, 
and I shall_ not cease from my happiness, and scarcely from my 
work, by departing into another world. 

" Oh who shall separate us from the love of Christ! Neither death 
nor life, I am persuaded. Oh let me feel my security, that I may be, 
as it were, already in heaven, that I may do all my work as the 
angels do theirs, and oh let me be ready for every work !-be ready 
to leave this delightful solitude or remain in it-to go out or go in
to stay or depart, just as the Lord shall appoint." 

-Henry Martyn, missionary in India and Persia (1781-1812). 
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REV. ISAAC HAWKER ON REV. 3 : 20 

I WILL now pass on to the 20th verse : «Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock: if any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me." This is 
not addressed to the unconverted. I believe a greater mistake could 
not be made than to apply that text to the unconverted. It is 
applied to the ministers of Christ, first; and, secondly, to all people 
who are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

You will see why, if you refer to the Song of Solomon (6 : 6). 
A more beautiful comment upon this text I can scarcely conceive. 
At the 2nd verse it is written: "I sleep, but my heart waketh; it is 
the voice of my Beloved that knocketh, saying, Open to Me, my 
sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled; for my head is filled with 
dew, and my locks with the drops of night." It was a living, 
though a sleeping, church. " I sleep." 

Some have interpreted the verse in the epistle, " Behold I stand 
at the door and knock," as if Christ stood outside of a fast-closed 
door, and asked, " Please let Me in." I do not find such teaching 
in God's Word. 

The answer of the Church is this : " I have put off my coat " 
(Song of Solomon, v. 3)-so there is lukewarmness. "I have put 
off my coat "-so there comes carelessness. " How shall I put it on?. 
I have washed my feet; how shall I defile them? " There is self
righteousness; the belief in Christian perfection. 

Then at the 4th verse in the chapter of Solomon's Song from 
which I have quoted we read, " My Beloved put in His hand by 
the hole of the door, and my bowels were moved for Him." The 
poor sinner may be sleeping, but he is awakened by the voice of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord comes to you and to me to raise us 
up out of that sleep; He comes to touch the secret springs of our 
hearts, and to cause us to wake up, and be renewed. " I rose up 
to open to my Beloved," says the 5th verse of the 5th chapter of 
Solomon's Song; and, oh, if there be a lukewarm soul here this 
morning, may it be said of them that they have risen up at the 
voice of the Master when He comes to speak to them in His provi
dence and grace. 

Now what is the teaching of the epistle; what are the lessons to be 
gathered? To keep near the fire; to keep near the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Keep close to Him, and walk in communion with Him. 
Walk in the light, as He is in the light; and then you will realise 
what it is to be saved, day by day, through the precious blood of 
Jesus Christ. 

(Clifton Conference Report, 1885). 
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THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND 

The Truste es of " The Gospel Magazine" g ratefully acknowled ge the receipt 
of the following d onations to the Fund:-

Mr. T, Riche 3/6; Mr. P itmg.n (per Miss L. Ormiston) 10/ -; Mrs. B. Holder 
10/ -; Rev. T . R. Horan 2/6; Mrs. M·. MacBeath 3/-; Dr. L. M. Houghton 
£2 l Os.: Mr. F. J. Jarman 13/ 6; Miss A. E. Aait 5/-. 

WANT·ED.-Free Grace Books a nd Sermons, especially William Gadsby, 
Philpot, Dr. Gill, etc. Sermons by Covell, Hazlerigg , Daniel Smart. 

Puritan Writings, Warburton' s Mercies.-Write: Geoffrey Williams, The 
Evangelical · L ibrary, 78a Chiltern Street, London, W.l. 

THE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under cJ,·cmnstances of special 
gravit y a nd pressing n eed, we turn to our kind supporters, and to others 

who have n ot ·previously helped us, for a special effort on b ehal·f of our poor 
friends. We have about 125 of them on our books. They have so much 
appreciated your kind help in former years, and we plead for the necessary 
means to cheer and comfort their hearts and confi rm them in the faithfulness 
of their Covenant God.-The COMMITTF.E, Hon. Sec.. Mrs . A. C. LEWIN, 
The Manse, Hig h Street. Evington, L eicester. 

BENJAMIN WILLS NEWTON.-The following Gospel Tracts for distribu
tion: Matthew xxiv.-xxv. Price 2s. 6d. Millenium and Israel's Future. 

Price 2s. Modern D octrines Respect-tug Sinlessness Considered. Price 6d. 
Dr. S. P. T regelles, LL.D., Dr. C. Y. Biss, Mr. David Baron, and others kept 
in stock. Free L ending Library of the same.-Mrs. S. R. Cottey, "Downside," 
Offington Lane, Worthing. 

GROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL GROVE, S.E. 

Tuesday, November 8th, 1955 

THANKSGIVING SERVIC.ES 
For Past Deliverances, Present Privileges, Spiritual Provision and Gracious Protection. 

THE REV. J. W. ROWLANDS will preach D.V. AFTERNOON at 3.30, EVENING at 6.30. 
Tea in the Schoolroom at 5 o'clock. 

Col lections for Sympathetic and Sunday School Funds. ALL FRIENDS CORDIALLY INVITED 
Trains and Buses to Denmark Hill Station 

" Praise ye the Lord. Praise Him in His Sanctuary. Praise Him in the firmament of His 
power."-Psa. cl . I. 

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY, Croydon Auxiliary 

THE ANNUAL SALE OF WORK 
will D.V. be held in the 

ADULT SCHOOL HALL, PARK LANE, CROYDON 
on 

Thursday, 24th November 
OPENING MEETING 10.30 a.m. SALE 11 a.m. till 6.30 p.m. 

Gifts gratefully received by: The Ladies Committee. Sl, Haling Park Road, South Croydon, 
Surrey. 'Phone Croydon 1430. 


