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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort

tllem which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHlANS i. 4.

A BRAND PLUCKED OUT OF THE FIRE

« Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? "-Zechariah 3: 2.

WE often speak of a delivered and saved soul as « a brand plucked
out of the fire" or as "a firebrand plucked from the burning".
The former expression is taken from Zechariah 3 : 2, "Is not this
a brand plucked out of the fire? ", while the latter is from Amos
4 : 11 : "Ye were as a firebrand plucked out of the burning."

Those who have been taught of God to know their own vileness
and who have come to experience the marvellous saving grace of
God through His Son by the power of the Holy Spirit will be very
ready to re-echo such language as describing their own cases.

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound!
That saved a wretch like me;

lance was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.

\. ~
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So wrote John Newton, whose own-proposed epitaph read:

JOHN NEWTON, CLERK

Once an infidel and libertine,
A servant of slaves in Africa,

Was by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour
JESUS CHRIST

Preserved, restored, pardoned,
And appointed to preach the faith he

Had long laboured to destroy.

He addressed the God of all grace in this language: "Thy grace
may have recovered some from an equal degree of apostacy, in
fidelity, and profligacy; but few of them can have been redeemed
from such a statc of misery and depression such as I was in upon
the coast of Africa, when Thy unsought mercy wrought for my
deliverance. But that such a wretch should not only be spared and
pardoned, but reserved to the honour of preaching Thy' Gospel,
which he had blasphemed and renounced, and favoured with
acceptableness and usefulness, both from the pulpit and the press,
so that my poor name is known in most parts of the world, where
there are any that know Thee-this is wonderful indeed! The
more Thou hast ex.alted me, the more I ought to abase myself."

It was a sermon by George Whitefield at Bristol on the text
U Is not this a brand pluck.ed from the fire?" which God used to
speak with power to the soul of Thomas Olivers, author of the hymn
"The God of Abraham praise." Thomas Olivers, born in Mont
gomeryshire in the centre of Wales, was soon left an orphan by
the death of his parents. He was passed on from relative to relative.
His early youth became one of great ungodliness, and at the age
of eighteen he had to leave his native place. He roamed about
earning a precarious Eving. Miserably poor and very wretched
he came to Bristol where he heard George Whitefield preach on
the above text. His life was changed; he was truly "a brand
plucked out of the fire."

Let us examine the two passages m the Old Testament which
use the striking metaphor. We have taken the text from the
writing of the prophet Zechariah, but we think it true to say that
Zechariah took it from the much earlier prophet Amos.

THE MESSAGE OF AMOS

In Amos 4 : 11 we read, "Ye were as a firebrand plucked out of
the burning; yet ye have not returned unto Me."

The prophet Amos was speaking of God's chastisements of the
Northern nation Israel. He enumerated the several judgments
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which had been inflicted upon them-famine (verse 6), shortage of
drinking water (verse 8), blight and mildew (verse 9), pestilence
(verse 10). Then finally, in verse 11, the prophet gave God's
message: "I have overthrown some of you, as God overthrew
Sodom and Gomorrah "-some dreadful visitation, from which some
escaped-" and ye were as a firebrand plucked out of the burning."
Nevertheless such outward judgments on them had no effect on
their attitude to God. "Yet ye have not returned unto Me, saith
the Lord" is the constant refrain with all the judgments.

Are you like them " not knowing that the goodness of God leads
thee to repentance" (Romans 2 : 4)?

We see today so many judgments; but as a people it has to be said
of us: "For the people turneth not unto Him that smiteth them,
neither do they seek the Lord of hosts" (Isaiah 9: 13). Or, as
Daniel confessed: "All this evil is come upon us yet made we not
our prayer before the Lord our God, that we might turn from our
iniquities, and understand Thy truth" (Dan. 9: 13).

THE MESSAGE OF ZECHARIAH

We now turn to the passage in the book of Zechariah, who used
much the same expression as Amos. It was some three hundred
years later. The time was two months after the foundation of the
second Temple had been laid (" from this day I will bless you,"
Haggai 2: 18, 19). To Zechariah were .given eig-ht night-visions
(chapters 1 to 6), with messages of encouragement. The fourth
vision, the one before us, was a remarkable and very gracious
assurance to Joshua, the high priest. Joshua stood before the Angel
of the Lord. His accuser, Satan, stood at his right hand to resist him.
Then wc read: "And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke
thee, 0 Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke
thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? "

Joshua had been in the captivity, and had come to Jerusalem with
the body of returning exiles. He had been concerned about the
rebuilding of the Temple, and had much opposition. In the passage
Satan is rebuked, and Joshua is described in his deliverance out of
the captivity as " a brand plucked out of the fire."

THE PEOPLE OF GOD

In the same way the people of God may be described as delivered
and redeemed because God had chosen them. They are a people
delivered and separated unto God. By God's mercy they are plucked
out from wrath by God's effectual calling. .

Joshua's filthy garments (verses 3 and 4) were taken from him,
and he was clothed with a change of raiment. So God's chosen
in Christ are clothed in the righteousness of Christ, and they are
secure in Him. This has been expressed in verse by John Newton:
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With Satan, my accuser, near,
My spirit trembled when I saw

The Lord in majesty appear,
And heard the language of His law.

In vain I wished and strove to hide
The tattered filthy rags I wore;

While my fierce foe insulting, cried,
" See what you trusted in before! "

Struck dumb, and left without a plea,
I heard, my gracious Saviour say:

"Know, Satan, I this sinner free,
I died to take his sins away.

"This is a brand which I, in love,
To save from wrath and sin design;

In vain thy accusations prove;
I answer all, and claim him Mine."

At this rebuke the tempter fled;
Then He removed my filthy dress;

" Poor sinner, take this robe," He said,
"'It is thy Saviour's righteousness.

"
And, see, a crown of life prepared!

That I might thou thy head adorn;
I thought no shame or suffering hard,

But wore for thee a crown of thorn."

Oh, how I heard these gracious words,
They broke and healed my heart at once;

Constrained me to become the Lord's,
And all my idol gods renounce.

Now, Satan, thou hast lost thy aim,
Against this brand thy threats are vam;

Jesus has plucked it from thc flame,
And who shall put it in again?

Joseph Hart, who himself was so marvellously called and kept,
has some similar verses on the same passagc, writing of the
" righteousness divine, which the Lord says' not creature's righteous
ness, but Mine.'" Hart concluded:

" Sinner, thou stand'st in Me complete:
Though they accuse, I acquit,
I bore for thee the avenging ire,
And plucked thee burning from the fire."
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" A brand plucked out of the fire"-that is the true description
of God's chosen and called people. It was what the woman at the
well (John 4) would have said. It was in effect what the publican
(Luke 18) said in the Temple-" God be merciful to me a (the)
sinner." It was what Paul said when he wrote that" Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners," and added "of whom I am
chief" (I Timothy 1 : 15). Such would have been the language
of the Philippian Jailor, of Onesimus, and many others. Patrick,
the missionary to Ireland (432), described himself" as a stone lying
in the mud-and He who is mighty came, and in His own mercy
raised me, and lifted me up" (Psalm 40: 2). They all use the
same kind of language, and say" by the grace of God I am what I
am."

Are we " brands plucked out of the fire"? Let the great mercy
of God humble us under His mighty hand and teach us to say, " Not
unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy Name give glory, for
Thy mercy, and for Thy truth's sake" (Psalm 115: 1).

w.n.s.

JOSEPH HART'S HYMN

" Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? "-Zech. 3 : 2.

THUS saith the Lord to those that stand,

And wait to hear His great command,.

I have a sinner to renew:

And lo! this charge I give to you.

Pull his polluted garments off,

Here, soul, here's raiment rich enough,

Clothe thee with righteousness divine;

Not creature's righteousness, but mine.

Satan, avaunt! stand off, ye foes

In vain ye rail, in vain oppose:

Your cancell'd claims no more obtrude;

He's mine; I bought him with my blood.

Sinner, thou stand'st in me complete:

Tho' they accuse thee, I acquit;

I bore for thee th' avenging ire,

And pluck'd thee burning from the fire.
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THE RECOGNITION OF MERCIES

SERMON BY THE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A. (DUBLIN)

.( What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward
me? I will take the CUPI of salvation, and call upon the name
of the Lord."-Psalm 116: 12, 13.

WE trust, brethren, that you are acquainted with the contents of
this psalm. It is one of the most beautiful and comprehensive thanks
givings which is suggested to the mind of a believer in the Word
of the Lord. It is a peculiarly interesting psalm, and has been
selected by our Church in one of her occasional services, when
thanksgiving is offered up to the Lord under a sense of His special
mercy.

I have taken for our present consideration two verses from this
psalm, in which we have (1) a very remarkable question, «What
shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me?"
and in which we have also (2) a very remarkable answer, « I will
take the' cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord."
These are the two heads into which our discourse is to be divided.

I.-THE LANGUAGE OF ADMIRATION

I need scarcely remind you that the form of question is very
frequently used in the Scripture, in order to give special force to
an assertion or to a denial. It seems to challenge contradiction.
For instance, in the book of Genesis, we are told that when the
Lord was about to vouchsafe to His servant Abraham a very peculiar
blessing in a very improbable way, He Himself asked the question,
" Is anything too hard for the Lord?" (Genesis 18: 14), by which
mode of expression the Lord intended to assert that nothing was
too hard for Him. Again, in a chapter which refers to the work
of the Lord Jesus Christ-the 50th of Isaiah-the question is asked
by the Lord, " Is my hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem ?"
The assertion is put in the strongest form. The Lord's hand is not
shortened that it cannot redeem. Just one more instance. In that
most comforting chapter, the 8th of Romans, in which the Apostle
seems to summon, in beautiful array, before the Christian Church,
all the substantial grounds upon which God has made its hopes to
rest, he asks, "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's
elect?" He goes on, "Who is he that condemneth?" He pro
ceeds further, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? "
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In the multiplying of these questions, the Apostle meant to multiply
the assertions that there was such strength round the Lord's servants,
that nothing could overthrow their hopes.

In our text, the man of God, David, asks the question, "What
shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me?" It
is as if he stood amazed at the piling up of the Lord's mercies upon
his head. It seems to be rather, if we may say so, the heart's note
of admiration, than the mind's note of interrogation.

PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF THE LORD'S MERCIES

Now, brethren, I want to call your attention to the deep sense
that was entertained by the Lord's servant of the benefits which
the Lord had conferred upon him. And I would remark that there
are two things which seem to be essential to the having a right and
due sense of the Lord's mercies to us; the first is, the personal
experience of those mercies; the second is, the right and intelligent
apprehension of the nature and the extent of the benefits which the
Lord confers upon His servants.

You may depend upon it, brethren, if ever you would pour out
intelligent thanksgiving to the Lord, you must appropriate His
mercies to yourselves individually. I know that there are many
who are lingering about the threshold of the Lord's treasury,
questioning and doubting as to their worthiness, or their unworthi
ness; whilst there are others who have gone into the treasury, who
have seen spread out before their view, " the unsearchable riches of
Christ," and who are taking with the hand of faith the things which
God freely bestows upon His people. Now, what is the reason of
this difference? Simply this-that those who are taken up merely
with themselves; whilst these believe simply the testimony of the
Lord.

I do think there is something most instructive in two narratives
which are recorded in the Gospel history. You remember the story
of that pOQr woman who mingled with the crowd which thronged
around the Lord Jesus Christ. She felt her great need of the Lord's
mercies being extended towards her; we do not find her asking,
Is He able to do this? Or, do you think that He will allow me to
come and touch His garment? There were no such reasonings and
questionings in her breast. One thing she knew: she had spent all
her living upon physicians, and instead of being healed by them she
was nothing better, but rather grew worse; but she knew there was
One near her who could give her health and cure; she touched the
hem of His garment, and immediately she was made whole.

Again, we are told of another poor woman' who was branded in
the town in which she lived as "a sinner"; her character seemed
to be broadly written upon her forehead. If ever there were impedi-
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ment in the way of any individual approaching Jesus, surely it was
in her case; if ever there were room to question whether she, with
her unhallowed hands, might touch the sacred body of her Lord,
might not she have questioned it? She went to the Lord-she
bathed His feet with her tears-she wiped them with the hairs of
her head-she kissed His feet-she anointed them with ointment
she drank deeply of His mercy-she heard the words, "Thy sins
are forgiven." She received the blessing that she needed-she knew
that there was forgiveness in her God-she read it in her Saviour's
life.

NATURE OF THE LORD'S MERCIES

Again, 1 said that there must be an intelligent apprehension of
the nature' and the extent of the Lord's benefits. 1 do not exclude
temporal mercies, brethren, from the catalogue which the Lord's
servant here seemed to present to his grateful mind. 1 do not say
God forbid that 1 should-that when the Lord gives spiritual
mercies, He does not send in the train of those spiritual mercies,
streams of temporal blessings also. He Himself tells us, "He that
spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how
shall he not with Him also freely give us all things?" But this 1
do say, that I believe it was under a sense of the spiritual blessings
which David had received, that he asked this question, " What shall
1 render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me? "

Now, there are certain considerations which enter into this matter
of a due and intelligent apprehension of the nature and the extent
of the Lord's benefits; and you will have anticip.ated me when 1
spoke of the nature of the Lord's spiritual mercies-I mean, that the
grandest feature in the Lord's mercies to His poor servants is, that
they are given freely. This is the grand feature of the Gospel; and
so wonderful a truth is it, that after the Apostle had said that there
were such treasures of grace laid up in the everlasting covenant
for God's people, that " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man the things which God hath
prepared for them that love Him": a little lower down in the
chapter, he says, "Now we have received not the spirit of the world,
but the Spirit which is of God, that we may know the things that
are freely giv,en to us of God" (I Cor. 2 : 12). It is as if he had
said, Before you can entertain such a doctrine as this, that God
receive the guilty, pardons the ungodly, you need the teaching of
Him who bestows these mercies, that "you may know the things
which are freely given to you of God."

Oh! this precious truth lies at the very root of a spiritual appre
hension of the Divine mercies. They are bestowed « free!y " ! If
this could be fastened upon your minds, it would shatter to its very
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foundation all that fabric of self-righteousness which man rears up,
when he thinks that he has, or that he ought to have, something
within himself which is to bring down upon his head the mercy of
the Lord. It is the doctrine of the Gospel that God justifies the
sinner "freely by His grace, through the redemption which is in
Christ Jesus" (Rom. 3: 24). And that which is told us in the
beautifully interesting story-" When they had nothing to pay, he
frankly forgave them all" (Luke 7 : 42), stands out prominently in
the doctrine of the Word. You remember how the Apostle put it
in the 2nd of Ephesians. After he had followed man through all
the intricacies of his evil course, he says, "But God, who is rich in
mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ." And
then he takes up that which was the theme upon which he loved
to dwell, for he felt the preciousness of it at his own heart's core
" By grace are ye saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God."

EXTENT OF THE MERCIES

But we must remark, that in this intelligent apprehension of the
Lord's benefits, there is an experience also of the extent of those
benefits. I mean by this, the abundance, the suitableness, the variety
of the mercies which the Lord bestows upon a poor, needy, helpless,
sinful people, who want Him at every step of their journey.

Whatever be the necessity of the human heart, that necessity has
an abundant supply in the fulness of the Lord Jesus Christ. So that
when the Apostle Peter breaks out in that magnificent thanksgiving
with which he opens his epistle, he says, "Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant
mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead." The Apostle Paul, in the passage to
which I have already referred, says, "God who is rich in mercy."

Then, when we turn to the 3rd chapter of I Corinthians, we
see what a rich provision the Lord has made for His servants
" All things are yours." Brethren, we believe that these are great
and actual truths, not theories; and where there is faith, it is the
" substance of things hoped for" : it is " the evidence of things not
seen "-" All things are yours." Read the variety of things which
the Apostle enumerates-" Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas ";
that is, All those ministrations that tend to the edification of the
Church, and which are set forth in the 4th of Ephesians-all these
things are yours. He goes farther-" The world, life, death, things
present, things to come, all are yours, and ye are Christ's, and Christ
is God's." Here, then, is something of the extent of the Lord's
mercies to His people.

,.
r·
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II.-" I WILL TAKE THE CUP OF SALVATION»

We now come to the remarkable answer. The Psalmist asks
" What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits toward me? "
And he answers-" I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon
the name of the Lord."

It doe5 remind us of the feeling which filled the breast of this
servant' of God on another occasion, when he contemplated the
great preparations which he had been enabled of the Lord to make
that his son might worthily enter upon the government of such a
kingdom. He looks at the riches and the magnificence of all those
preparations for the, building of the temple of the Lord; and he
says, "Now therefore our God we thank Thee, and praise Thy
glorious name: but who am I, and what is my people, that we
should be able to offer so willingly after this sort? for all things
come of Thee, and of Thine own have we given Thee. 0 Lord our
God, all this store that we have prepared, to build Thee an house
for Thine holy name, cometh of Thine hand, and is all Thine
own" '(1 Chron. 29: 13, 14).

When this man of God makes such a remarkable answer to his
question, "What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits
toward me?" it appears to me that there is an implied acknow
ledgment that he could render nothing And here let me say a word
as to the use which I would make of this; I speak to the men who
know something of a life of faith, and I say to them, You may
depend upon it, that in all our spiritual course, we shall have to
struggle with a legal and self-righteous spirit.

I have known, and I have seen as much legality and self
righteousness exhibited after the Lord has bestowed His mercies, as
before the soul had entered upon the experience of those mercies.
I have seen a man, as I before said; waiting at the threshold of the
Lord's treasury, talking of his own righteousness and his own
worthiness,. and not talking of what the Lord bestows so freely; and
I have seen that same man, after his soul has partaken of the rich
mercies of the Lord, just as full of a self-righteous spirit, talking of
his gratitude, his love, the fervour of his piety, as so many thin~s

by which he means to pay the Lord for what He has done for him.

Now, the Psalmist rises above such a spirit as this, and, at once,
there is an implied acknowledgment that he could give nothing to
the Lord. Do not tell me that this would lead to antinomianism.
Brethren, the man who says this abuses the truth of God, and does
not use it rightly. God the Holy Ghost will take care that the soul
which is most filled with an abundant sense of the Lord's mercies,
shall manifest His mercy in faithfully witnessing for His name.
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THE CUP

" I will take" (says the Psamlist) « the cup of salvation." There
is something exceedingly beautiful in this figurative expression,
which we frequently meet with in Scripture, whenever a large supply
of anything is spoken of.

Thus we find the Psalmist saying in the 16th Psalm, "The Lord
is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup": he meant by
that, that the Lord was his unceasing supply. Again, in the 23rd
Psalm, he says, "My cup runneth over." He meant that there was
the large overflowing of the mercy of the Lord into his soul.

There is something exceedingly beautiful in the idea-" I will
take the cup of salvation." The figure appears to me to bring
before us the freedom of the accepted guest at the Lord's banquet;
just as it is written in that beautiful verse, in the Song of Solomon
" He brought me to the banqueting house, and His banner over me
was love."

The figure is of frequent occurrence in Scripture; it represents to
us the Lord's mercy as spread out before the Lord's people; each
servant of the Lord being an accepted guest at that banquet, there
to partake of that mercy. So that our Lord Jesus Christ says, as
recorded in the 6th of John, " He that eateth my flesh and drinketh
my blood, dwelleth in me and I in him"; not referring to the
Lord's Supper, for it was not at that time instituted, but bringing
before the mind this great truth, that everyone who lives on Jesus,
eats His flesh and drinks of His blood; that is, he drinks into the
precious truths of a covenant" ordered in all things and sure," and
he finds them refreshing cordials to his soul.

The expression is, as we before said, a figurative one. You know
there are various metaphors used in Scripture; for instance, we arc
told of the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ upon the con
science; as if upon that conscience where there are so many plague
spots and sores, if we may so say, the blood of Jesus is to be
sprinkled. There is to be a distribution of the substance into parts,
as the word literally signifies, that thus it may go over every part
of that wounded conscience, and cleanse and purify it. And thus,
to return to our subject, the figure of the cup represents the full
blessings which the Lord bestows for the cheering of the hearts of
His own people; the cordial which the Master of the feast Himself
bestows upon His servants.

SALVATION

But let us look a little into the contents of this cup; the Psalmist
says, " I will take the cup of salvation." And who, without running
over every page of this blessed Book shall attempt to analyse the
ingredients which compose the draught in this precious cup of
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salvation? We shall not dwell long upon this subject. The ideas
stand out upon the surface of the word itself. There is the idea
of deliverance, for we need it. Man is in danger, and we say to
each one of you who has not entered into the blessings of the
Gospel, who has not known what the healing of the blood of Jesus
Christ is, Your soul is in danger. The correlative of salvation is
danger. The great message which we are sent to proclaim is pardon
through the blood of Jesus Christ; deliverance, which shall strike
the chains from off your hands-which shall present you before the
King spotless-which shall lift the beggar from the dunghill, and
set him among princes. This is the salvation ·which we preach
a blessed, eternal, full and free salvation, through the blood of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Mark what the Apostle Peter says about it
" Reserved in heaven for you who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvatimI."

Here, then, is the cup of salvation which the Psalmist said he
woud take. This is the very essence of the Gospel. The Gospel is
glad tidings of great joy; the Gospel tells of what the Lord freely
bestows, without money and without price, so that when the Prophet
would present to our view that great feast of which I believe the
Gospel feast is a foretaste, he tells us that it shall be " a feast of fat
things: a feast of wines on the lees; of fat things full of marrow;
of wines on the lees well refined." He goes into all the earthly
things which men can understand as to the gratification of their
sensual appetites, and he tells them that all the heavenly things
which are shadowed forth by these figures are reserved for God's
people in the day of their dear Saviour.

IlL_a I WILL CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD"

But we hasten to take up the last part of our text-" I will call
upon the name of the Lord." See, in what a posture the Psalmist
places himself. Here is real Christianity; the learning your de
pendence, and your dependence for every step of your journey.

" I will call upon the name of the Lord." It was as much as to
say, I have no resources but what are laid up in the Lord Himself.

And then, what does he mean when he says, " I will call upon the
name of the Lord"?

o that in a day like this, when the sacrament of baptism is
exalted, so as to make it the very justification of a sinner before
God-O, that those who exalt the" outward and visible sign," would
remember that they cannot exalt too much "the inward and
spiritual grace!" Would that they could remember that baptism
is into the n~me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost! "Baptism," as our Article wisely and ably says, "is not
only a sign of profession, and mark of difference, whereby Christian
men are discerned from others that be not christened." Being

.'i"I
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baptised into that name, signifies the being partakers of "the grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, and the
communion of God the Holy Ghost." So that when the Psalmist
said he would call upon the name of the Lord, he meant that he
would enter into the very Being of Jehovah, in that revelation which
He has made of Himself in the face of Jesus Christ; for bear that
in mind, which the 1st of John sets before us, "No man hath seen
God at any time; the only begotten Son which is in the bosom of
the Father, He hath declared Him."

The calling upon the name of the Lord means calling upon
Jehovah; calling upon the Father who has loved His people from
before the foundation of the world; calling upon the Son who is
full of grace and truth, and who, in the rubric of His own blood,
has read out to the Church the free and abundant supply which
flows from Himself to every member of His body; and calling upon
the Holy Ghost, who is the Teacher and Comforter of the Church
of God; for wherever there is a spiritual work, there will be a
spiritual apprehension of divine things in the soul. I believe that in
the present day we live in the midst of much serious blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost.

Sirs! to be converted unto God-to be Christians-is to be made
the temples of the HOlly Ghost. There is no Christianity where the
Spirit of God is not the Teacher. There can be no fellowship with
Christ, which does not proceed from the indwelling of the Holy
Ghost.

Again, when the Psalmist said, " I will call upon the name of the
Lord, he meant that he would lay hold upon every attribute and
perfection by which J ehovah has made Himself known to His

people. What is your name? Is it not that by which you are
distinguished from your fellows? So the Lord's name is that by
which He distinguishes Himself. It is His attributes-His perfec
tions.

And just one idea more in connection with calling upon the name
of the Lord. It implies the laying hold upon what the Lord
has declared Himself to be to His people. Read the 106th Psalm,
the 20th of Ezekiel, and other similar passages in the Old Testament
history, and you will find that when the Lord recounts the pro
vocations of the people of Israel, which were sufficient to have
made Him sweep them from off the face of the earth with the
besom of destruction, even then, there was this stay against the
wrath of the Lord-" J wrought for my name's sake, that it should
not be polluted before the heathen among whom they were."

Now, brethren, these are what I take to have been the feelings
which were in the breast of the Psalmist, when he asked this
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question-which I have called rather the language of admiration
than of inquiry-and when he answered himself in these strikin~

words, "I will take the cup of salvation, and caJl upon the name
of the Lord."

I have purposely selected this passage at this time, as one which
may afford us some precious consideration when we approach that
table where the cup of the Lord is given, not only as the memorial
of a Saviour's shed blood, which it is-but where, as Saint Paul
teaches us, " As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do
show the Lord's death till He come." This ordinance is a grand
testimony of what the Lord's servants have received at His hands,
and what they are taught to expect at His coming. Each believing
lip that touches that cup takes to itself the pledge, rather than
the emblem, of a Saviour's salvation and a Saviour's love. He tells
us to eat that bread, and to drink that wine « in remembrance of
Him."

ROBERT MURRAY McCHEYNE'S SERMONS

A SIMPLE incident was overruled to promote the ease and fluency of
his pulpit ministrations. From the very beginning of his ministry he
reprobated the custom of reading sermons, believing that to do ,0

does exceedingly weaken the freedom and natural fervour of the
messenger in delivering his message. Neither did he recite what he
had written. But his custom was to impress on his memory the sub
stance of what he had beforehand carefuJly written, and then to
speak as he found liberty.

One morning, as he rode rapidly along to Dunipace, his written
sermons were dropped on the wayside. This accident prevented him
having the opportunity of preparing in his usual manner; but he was
enabled to preach with more than usual freedom. For the first time
in his life, he discovered that he possessed the gift of extemporaneous
composition, and learned, to his own surprise, that he had more
composedness of mind and command of language than he had
believed.

This discovery, however, did not in the least degree diminish his
diligent preparation. Indeed, the only use that he made of the
incident at the time it occurred was, to draw a lesson of dependence
on God's own immediate blessing rather than on the satisfactory
preparation made. "One thing always fills the cup of my con
solation, that God may work by the meanest and poorest words, as
well as by the most polished and ornate,-yea, perhaps more readik
that the glory may be all his own."-Andrew A. Bonar, 1844.
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THE SCOTSMAN'S REWARD

JAMIE Gow (for so I will call him) left his Scottish home many
years ago, and sailed in a small cargo-boat down the coast to London.
He was quite young yet, but he was eager to earn his own living,
and he had obtained a post with a hairdresser, who was to teach
him the business. The lad had been brought up in a God-fearing
family, where the Bible was taken as the rule of life, and the Fourth
Commandment was strictly kept. So J amie was startled to find that
he was expected to be willing to work if necessary on the Day of
Rest. At that time Sunday was a favourite day for dinner-parties,
and from three o'clock until seven or eight in the evening, Jamie
might be going from one mansion to another to dress the ladies'
hair. He found that this Sunday work was much resented by other
assistants, but the masters would not hear of giving up such a good
source of income.

But Jamie and a number of other Christian boys felt that working
on the Lord's Day in this way was actually wrong, and they were
much puzzled what to do, for of course the bonds they had signed
as apprentices required unqualified obedience to their employees.
At last they decided to form a society among themselves to resist
Sunday work. Many joined Jamie and his friends because they too
were anxious to keep the Sabbath holy, but others because they
wanted Sundays free for themselves. Altogether there were eighty
of these young men banded together. Each began to pay a weekly
subscription to a central fund, ready to support them all if they were
out of work. This went on for many months until the lads thought
there was money enough. Then they all went to their masters, and
said that they would do no more Sunday work. They spoke re
spectfully, giving their reasons; but every boy was instantly dis
missed!

Now the collected money began to be paid out. Each apprentice
got ten shillings a week, on which he had to live as best he could.
The hairdressers engaged young men from the country to carry on,
but these boys were slow and clumsy, and the masters sent urgent
messages, begging their own apprentices to return on higher wages.
The lads, however, stood firm, and managed to keep going on the
money they had subscribed. At last, after nearly a year, all the
boys were re-engaged on their own terms-that is, no Sunday work
would be expected of them again.
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This was satisfactory so far; but after some years, Jamie's training
was complete, and he· was able to set up on his own. The same
difficulty about Sunday work loomed up again. Many of Jamie'.-;
customers were old gentlemen who wanted him to shave them and
dress their wigs every day. When they found that Jamie would
only attend them on weekdays, several of them took their custom
to other barbers. Some of these customers were worth about sixty
pounds a year to Jamie, and he felt the loss sharply. At the sam~
time the whole business began to decline, and J amie began to
wonder if he would have to give up his own establishment, and
go back to an assistant's position.

One day the accounts were in such a poor way that Jamie got
very depressed and anxious. What could he do? He knelt down
where he was behind the shop, and poured out his soul to his
Heavenly Father. He was enabled to cast his care upon His God,
and to ask hopefully for His direction and guidance. He had just
got up from his knees, when a customer came into the shop. It
was an old gentleman with a pleasant expression, who wanted the
barber to attend to his wig. Jamie, with his mind still full of his
trouble, began at once to do this. He was roused by his customer
asking what was the matter with him? "Why should you think
that anything is the matter?" said J amie, rather shaken by the
direct question. "I can see from your face that something is wrong,"
said the old man; and he went on to speak with such kindness that
Jamie opened his heart and told him everything. Tears came into
the eyes of the questioner. He pulled out a small Bible, and read
out to Jamie one passage after another, promising the Lord's tender
kindness and mercy to His children. The last words he read were
from the tenth verse of Isaiah forty-one: "Fear thou not; for I am
with thee: be not discouraged; for I am thy God: I will strengthen
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right
hand of My righteousness." As he closed the book, he looked at
J amie, saying, " And do not fear; God will provide for His child."

This encounter was a great help to Jamie, who was much cheered
and encouraged by the message of God's Word, brought so kindly
oy a fellow-Christian. He wondered how he could have doubted
such a God!

The next evening Jamie set out to hear a celebrated preacher,
a treat he had been looking forward to. When he reached the
church, he was disappointed to find that something had prevented
the special preacher from coming. But another man, unknown to
Jamie, took his place, and what do you think his text was? That
very verse from Isaiah forty-one! He preached a sermon that
went to Jamie's heart, and sent him home rejoicing.
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From that day the Lord began to prosper Jamie. One Christian
man after another heard of him, and gave him his custom, pre
ferring to go to a man who honoured the Lord by keeping His
commandments.

"Them that honour Me I will honour," said the Lord through
His servant to the old man Eli; and the promise has been fulfilled
again and again in the lives of His children ever since. But there
seems to be a special blessing for those who are willing to lose
money and position rather than disobey the Fourth Commandment;
and those who " call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord,
honourable," are caused to ride upon the high places of the earth,
as well as to delight themselves in the Lord (Isaiah 58: 13, 14).

DAMARIS.

SCRIPTIJRE ENIGMA No. 34.

The whole: When the word of the Lord came to him, he said,
" I cannot speak: for I am a child."

1. Andrew's father.

2. An Ethiopian eunuch who rescued a prophet from a dungeon.

3. The soldiers in charge of Paul cut these to prevent the crew
escaping.

4. Samuel's father.

5. Brought as a gift to the Lord Jesus Christ.
6. Rachel stole her father's.

7. When the storm arose on the Lake, the Lord was this on a
pillow.

8. Jeremiah's father.

SOLUTION OF No. 23.

The whole: Servants (loel 2 : 29).

1. Silas (Acts 16: 17, 19).
2. Ezra (Ezra 5 : 11).

3. Rhoda (Acts 12 : 13).
4. Vineyard (Matt. 21 : 33, 34).

5. Abed-nego (Dan. 3 : 26).

6. Noah (Genesis 6 : 22).

7. Timothy (Philip. 1 : 1).

8. Susanna (Luke 8 : 3).
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CONFLICTS IN BRITTANY: PAST AND PRESENT

"WHAT HATH GoD WROUGHT! "

BRITTANY is a French province with a most interesting history, espe
cially when viewed from a religious aspect.

The Breton language, the ancient tongue of Brittany, is one of
those small Celtic tongues which have continued to be spoken
languages down to the present time. Breton is most closely allied
to Cornish and Welsh. Most competent authorities consider it as
having been carried across the Channel from England and Wales
in the settlement made in the sixth century. It is evident that a real
historical, racial, and linguistic link exists between Britain (French:
Grande-Bretagne) and Brittany (French: Bretagne).

I.-SURVIVAL OF PAGANISM

Brittany is noted for her national religious festivals. Pardons,
Pilgrimages, and Fetes prove a perennial attraction, and a means
of the maintenance and propagating of Popery. If the festivities
themselves are examined, it will be seen how purely Pagan they
are, and how their origin and descent is proved.

Take, for instance, the "Feast of the Nativity of John the
Baptist," which takes place each midsummer, the 24th June. Thus
does BeH, in his " Wayside Pictures," describe the fires of Brittany
on that occasion: " Every fete is marked by distinct features peculiar
to itself. That of St. John is perhaps, on the whole, the most
striking. Throughout the day the poor children go about begging
contributions for lighting the fires of Monsieur St. Jean, and to
wards evening one fire is gradually followed by two, three, four;
then a thousand gleam out from the hill-tops, till the whole country
glows under the conflagration. Sometimes the priests light the fire
first in the market place; and sometimes it is lighted by an angel,
who is made to descend by a mechanical device from the top of the
church, with a f1ambeau in her hand, setting the pile in a blaze,
and flying back again. The young people dance with a bewildering
activity about the fires; for there is a superstition among them that,
if they dance round nine fires before midnight, they will be married
in the ensuing year. Seats are placed close to the flaming piles for
the dead, whose spirits are supposed to come there for the melan
choly pleasure of listening once more to their native songs, and
contemplating the lively measures of their youth. Fragments of the
torches on these occasions are preserved as spells against thunder
and nervous diseases; and the crown of flowers which surmounted
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the principal fire is in such request as to produce tumultuous
jealousy for its possession. . . .. Here was the old Pagan worship
of Baal, carried on openly and universally." Popery is thus a crafty
adaptation of Pagan idolatries to its own scheme.

Such is the festival of St. John's Eve; such is the way in which
the votaries of Rome pretend to commemorate the birth of him
who came to prepare the way of the Lord, by turning His ancient
people from all their refuges of lies, and shutting them up to the
necessity of embracing that kingdom of God which consists not ill
any mere external thing, but in " righteousness, and peace, and joy
in the Holy Ghost." "The history of the festival," says Alexander
Hislop, "and the way in which it is observed, reflect mutual light
upon each other. Before Christianity entered the British Isles, the
Pagan festival of the 24th of June 'Nas celebrated among the Druids
by blazing fires in honour of their great divinity, who, as we have
already seen, was Baal." In Brittany there remains much evidence
of Druidical idolatry.

H.-GALLEYS AT BREST AND ST. MALO

We are reminded by Samuel Smiles, in his volume, "The
Huguerwts in France," that amongst other ports, there were galleys
stationed at Brest and St. Malo, both ports being in Brittany. The
poor galley-slaves were under the spiritual direction of the Jesuits,
prior to departure to the port, marching and secured together by
chains. We also know that John Knox was confined for a period
on the galleys; and knew what it was to be loaded with chains, and
exposed to all the indignities with which Papists were accustomed
to treat those whom they regarded as heretics. As recorded in
M'Crie's " Life of Knox," it is revealed that the sturdy Scots Re
former was in Brittany. "From Rouen they sailed to Nantes, and
lay upon the Loire during the following winter. Solicitations,
threatenings, and violence were all employed to induce the prisoners
to change their religion, or at least to countenance the popish
worship. But so great was their abhorrence of that system, that
not a single individual of the whole company, on land or water,
could be induced to symbolise in the smallest degree with idolaters.
While the prison-ships lay on the Loire, Mass was frequently said,
and salve regina sung on board or on the shore, within their hearing.
On these occasions they were brought out and threatened with the
torture if they did not give the usual signs of reverence; but instead
of complying, they covered their heads as soon as the service began.
Knox has preserved in his history a humorous incident which took
place on one of these occasions; and althou,gh he has not said so,
it is highly probable that he himself was the person concerned in
the affair. One day a fine painted image of the Virgin was brought
into one of the galleys, and a Scottish prisoner was desired to give
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it the kiss of adoration. He refused, saying that such idols were
accursed, and he would not touch it. 'But you shall,' replied onc
of the o.fficers roughly, at the same time forcing it towards his mouth.
Upon this the prisoner seized the image, and throwing it into the
river, said, 'Lat our Ladie now save hirself; sche is !cht enoughe,
lat hir leirne to swyme.' The officers with difficulty removed their
goddess from the waves, and the prisoners were relieved for the
future from such troublesome importunities."

Mention of the city of Nantes is also a reminder of the pro
mulgation, in 1598, by Henry IV, of the celebrated Edict of Nantes.
By that Edict, the Huguenots, after sixty years of persecution, were
allowed at least liberty of conscience and freedom of worship.
However, a Revocation of the Edict of Nantes was signed by
Louis XIV on the 18th October, 1685. The Revocation struck with
civil death the entire Protestant population of France. They were
once again deprived of every right and privilege, their callings pro
scribed, their property liable to be confiscated at any moment, and
they were subjected to the most outrageous cruelties.

III.-A RECENT TROPHY OF GRACE

To come to the present twentieth century, many facts reflecting
God's purpose and His work of grace in the hearts of men and
women could be related. One instance we will relate briefly!

A young man, who had been a notoriously wild character in his
vicinity, became afflicted with consumption, and in his customary
defiant manner decided to confine himself in an outhouse where
his family lived, and ordered that no one was to have access to
him, except his own mother, for the purpose of taking him meals.
The son was in possession of a large knife, and threatened murder
to anyone else who sought access to his presence. A Protestant
Pastor learned of this situation, and at length, after importunate
pleadings on the part of the mother with her son, the latter agreed
for the Pastor to see him. The young man was evidently in a dying
condition, and declared defiantly to the Pastor that he believed in
neither God or the Devil, and wanted to hear nothing of religion.
The Pastor enquired if he might read a Testament to him, which
was for some time declined, but ultimately the young man con
sented, at the same time stating that he was not at all interested
in such an exercise. The Pastor patiently persevered and an evident
interest was observable in the young man, to the extent that he
expressed a wish for a Testament to be left with him, for his own
perusal. The day of salvation had come, the day of God's power!
His sinful state by nature was realised at last; he now knew that
there was a God before whom all must appear; but that there was
a Saviour who came to save His people from their sins.

I

~
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Such things could not take place without the popish parish priest
learning of it. He then sought an interview with the dying man,
and desired to administer the wafer god. The new born spiritually
enlightened soul cried, "I want not your false god. I now know
the true God! Away, thou false prophet!" The priest could
make no further headway, and departed vanquished, telling the
redeemed soul that he was now a child of hell. But the young man
had the root of the matter in him, having been saved by grace,
and knew that grace led to glory.

IV.-" PURE RELIGION AND UNDEFILED"

James tells us that" Pure religion and undefiled before God and
the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world." Practical
demonstration of this Scriptural precept should be evident where
pure, Scriptural, religion exists. In Brittany we know of more than
one orphanage, where otherwise destitute orphans are cared for,
and where they come under the sound of the pure gospel of grace.
Here they are taught to be God-fearing, honest and industrious.
One met an elderly lady, with no known earthly relatives, but a
member of the "family of God," who labours with needle for the
young folk.

How different a story we know of a widow who had lost her
husband in the first world war. Being a devoted Papist, the widow
was visited by the priest who said, "Well, your husband has gone,
and you know where." Yes she, being an ardent Papist, could but
concede that her husband was in purgatory. Well, said the priest,
it will cost you so much (stating the amount) to get him out.
vVhat the priest demanded and obtained amounted to a small
fortune-by virture of the confessional he was well acquainted
with the financial relations of the poor widow, and knew what to
ask. Surely such priests come under the denunciation pronounced
by our Lord, "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
for ye devour widows' houses: and for a pretence make long prayer:
therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation" (Matt. 23 : 14).
Such robbery and false exploitation evades the law where practised
by the Pope's priests.

" Thus," writes Hislop, "while the purgatorial fires of the future
world are just the carrying out of the principle embodied in the
blazing and purifying fires of the eve of St. John the Baptist, they
form another link in identifying the system of Rome with the system
of Tammuz or Zoroaster, the great god of the ancient fire-worship
pers. Now, if baptismal regeneration, justification by works, penance
as a satisfaction to God's justice, the unbloody sacrifice of the mass,
extreme unction, purgatory, and prayers for the dead, were all
dt;rived from Babylon, how justly may the general system of Rome
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be styled Babylon? And if the account already given be true, what
thanks ought we to render to God that, from a system such as this,
we were set free at the Reformation! How great a boon it is to be
delivered from trusting in such refuge of lies as could no more
take away sin than the blood of bulls or of goats! How blessed to
feel that the blood of the Lamb, applied by the Spirit of God to
the most defiled conscience, completely purges it from dead works
and from sin! How fervent ought our gratitude to be, when we
know that, in all our trials and distresses, we may come boldly to
the throne of grace, in the name of no creature, but of God's
eternal and well-beloved Son; and that that Son is exhibited as a
most tender and compassionate High Priest, who is TOUCHED with
the feeling of our infirmities, having been in all points tempted like
as we are, yet without sin. Surely, the thought of all this, while
inspiring tender compassion for the deluded slaves of Papal tyranny,
ought to make ourselves stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ
has made us free, and quit ourselves like men, that neither we nor
our children may ever again be entangled in the yoke of bondage."

May we be mindful of those faithful pastors who labour for the
Cause of God and His Truth, wherever darkness prevails! F.e.

THE CORD OF LOVE

We cannot trace the twinings
In God's long cord of love;

We cannot see the windings
By matchless wisdom wO've.

E'en as a skein when ravelled
Still holds the hidden end,

So love's mysterious windings
Around our chastenings blend.

That cord can ne'er be broken;
'Tis held by God alone;

His own seal is the token-
He knows-He helps His own.

And when the Father chasteneth,
His children's faith to prove,

The cord is held by Jesus-
The unseen end is love.

Love deep, divine, unchanging
Love is the binding cord

That, hid beneath the chastening,
Twines round the saints of God.

Gospel Magazine, 1882 (page 60.)

,
\
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FORMATION OF AUXILIARY AT HORLEY, SURREY

AN evidence of the vigour of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society
was manifested recently at the inauguration of the Horley and
District Auxiliary of this Society, now in its 150th year of service.

Thirty-seven years ago Mr. and Mrs. John Raven, having re
cently moved into the town of Horley from Leicester, where they
had been strong supporters of the Society, initiated a movement
which resulted in the formation of a Ladies' Working Party. The
original intention was to produce articles for the Hornsey Rise
Home, but the work was so prospered that very soon a sale was
organised in Horley which year by year has grown so that it now
ranks among the larger efforts of its kind in the interests of the
Society.

Throughout this period the work has remained under the personal
supervision of its founders, ably assisted by a devoted band of
helpers; but it w.as felt that the ever growing burden should now be
undertaken by an Auxiliary Committee, the nucleus of which is, of
course, drawn from the Working Party members.

The Inaugural Meeting, held in the Schoolroom at Providence
Chapel, Horley, on September 27th, was well attended, the Chair
being taken by Mr. H. T. Haynes, a local member of the Society's
Committee. Mr. E. G. Eade, the Chairman of the Society's General
Committee, Pastor A. G. Charman, of Brockham, and Mr. E. A.
Riddle, Assistant Secretary, gave addresses which were much appre
ciated.

A short history of the work in Horley since its inception, kindly
provided by Mrs. Raven, was read, and gave reason for much
thanksgiving for the many ways in which the Lord had provided.

This is the second Auxiliary to be formed in this 150th year, and
the Committee of the A.P.F.S. take courage from this fresh evidence
of vitality. They pray that others may be inclined to similar action,
and particularly that among our younger friends who love the
Lord, more and more signs might be shown of vigorous interest in
the care of His aged, infirm and impoverished people.

FOREIGN AID COMMITTEE

As to the clothing relief: 49 bales have been sent for the same
period. We would thank our many friends who have made this
possible, and also those who have sent money gifts helping to meet
the big increase in the cost of carriage.
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RETROSPECT OF A LONG LIFE

By "OCTOGENARIAN"

I HAVE been taking a retrospect of my long life, suggested by the
words of Moses, "Thou shalt remember all the way the Lord thy
God hath led thee these (many) years in the wilderness to humble
thee and to prove thee," etc.

But I was so overwhelmed with my own vileness, a wasted and
unprofitable life, unclean! unclean! "My wretched soul is all
unclean, my heart obscene, my nature foul." I am amazed at the
"long-suffering and tender mercies" of a heart-searching God!
And so I turned to Ezekiel 16 (a wonderful chapter), the last verse
so suitable: "That thou mayest remember, and be confounded,
and never open thy mouth any more because' of thy shame, when
I am pacified towards thee for all that thou hast done, saith the
Lord God." Oh that wondrous word! "Pacified"-what! paci
fied towards me? Peace made with opposing forces? I looked for
hell, and He brought me heaven! What gospel glad tidings are
these! Never can I forget those two words, Eph. 2: 4, "But God."

" Kind Author and ground of my hope,
Thee, Thee, for my God I avow;

I my Ebenezer set up,
And own Thou hast helped me till now.

" I gaze on the years that are passed,
In which Thou hast helped me to prove;

Nor wilt Thou relinquish at last
A sinner so signally loved."

. One first dawning of life came to remembrance this morning.
I had been listening to a preacher whose theme was " Jesus Christ
and Him crucified," and was cycling back twenty-five miles for
business next morning, about 1891, when these words seemed spoken
to me, "What wilt thou, that I should do unto thee?" Before I
could think, the answer came, "Lord, that my eyes might be
opened "-and I inwardly thought, why F.P. ! what a queer thing
to ask! when the next petition came: "Oh, sir, I would see
Jesus."

How exceedingly precious have those words been to me just
lately: "And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that everyone
which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting
life: and I will raise him up at the last day" (John 6 : 40). The
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natural man asks, How can I see Him who is invisible? or with the
carnal Jews, " How can this man give us His flesh to eat? " or with
Nicodemus, " How can a man be born when he is old?" "But the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." (1 Cor.
2: 14). Oh, for more of this spiritual eyesight!

How sweet was that text when I lost the sight of one eye:
"Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty, thou shalt behold
the land that is very far off "-and, when passing through a severe
trial, the verse of a hymn:

" Thrice comfortable hope,
That calms my troubled breast;

My Father's hand prepares the cup,
And what He wills is best."

And, when my first-born son lay dead at the early age of thirteen,
how completely comforting those verses:

" Then trust Me and fear not, thy life is secure,
My wisdom is perfect, supreme is My power,
In love I correct thee, thy gold to refine,
To make thee at length in My likeness to shine."

" I shall be satisfied when I awake in Thy likeness!" "For whom
He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of His Son." "He will ever be mindful of His covenant."

" How sure Thy great Salvation is!
How full the vast reward!

How firm the promise e'er remains!
How faithful is the Lord! "

"Surely goodness and mercy (have) followed me all the days of
my life."

" With mercy and with judgment,
My web of time He wove;

And aye, the scenes of sorrow
Were lustered with His love.

" I'll bless the hand that guided,
I'll bless the heart that planned,

When throned where glory dwelleth,
In Emmanuel's land."

The following hymn suits me well and gives the praise to Him
who is « altogether lovely>J (Songs 5 : 16) :

Let Zion hear while I proclaim
My precious Saviour's matchless name;
He's wise and holy, just and true,
And altogether lo'vely too.
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He's lovely from His head to feet,
His heart is love-His mouth most sweet;
Angels and saints delight to sing
Their altogether lovely King.

Essential deity He claims,
Reveals Himself in lovely names,
He lives, and dies, and reigns for us
He's altogether lovely thus.

His loveliness has won my heart,
Dear Jesus, never let us part;
I'll sound Thy lovely name abroad,
My altogether lovely Lord.

Up to His throne I soon shall go,
More of His loveliness to know;
While ransom'd millions shall declare
He's altogether lovely there. (Joseph Irons).

"THOU HAST TRODDEN DOWN STRENGTH"

F.P.

THERE must be many a child of God who, looking back on their
Jives, feel inclined to say, "0 my soul, thou hast trodden down
strength" (Judges 5 : 21).

The strength, or oppressing power, of "need, sorrow, sickness,
or any other adversity" has seemed likely to come over them
" we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves."

Sisera had nine hundred chariots wherewith to frighten Israel;
and nine hundred iniquities, if God lets His light shine on them,
are enough to bring down the soul with labour. 0 my soul, thou
hast trodden them down at the Cross of Calvary.

That ancient river, the river of Kishon, swept away the enemy
of Israel. A nephew of mine went to see the river Kishon. He
expected to see a larger river; at the time it was not very full,
but it was that ancient river, the river Kishon, which carried down
the enemies of Israel, and still does so, to the unfathomable depth
of the sea.

It seems to give quite a feeling of relief and hope when, in
reading Judges, we come to: "And the land had rest forty years."
And " the land had rest four score years." The people of the land
could reappear on the highway, leaving their caves and dens, until
war again invaded their homes and sent them to face their enemies,
and probably to " return no more to their native country."
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But why should they have to face an enemy, see themselves
carried into captivity, or slaughtered as it were at their own door?
Deborah could tell why in her song of victory. "They chose new
gods; then war was in the gates" (Judges 5 : 8). War was the
inevitable successor of idolatry. If idols were set up, war was
inevitable, and in the general devastation-no implements of war
were made-Israel had no standing army, or anything else to hope
in, except in that "mercy which endured for ever" and the fact
that Israel's God lived for ever, and would yet arise and help them.

Deborah, strong in that knowledge, went over it all in her song.
She depicted the miseries that swept the country "until that I,
Deborah, that I arose a mother in Israel." There have been other
"mothers in Israel," They may not be mentioned by name in
Hebrews 11, but Deborah would find a happy companion in many
another who" subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness."

She herself seems to have been amazed at what God had done
by her and what God had done for them. As if communing with
herself, she said, "0 my soul, thou hast trodden down strength))
(verse 21). Had she (and Barak at her bidding) really trodden
down all the strength of Canaan with Sisera as its leader and nine
hundred chariots of iron, and ten thousand fighters? J ael would
know and sing the song, would she not (and also not knowing that
her name was to- find a place in the 11 th of Hebrews).

FOLLOWER-ON.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriptions for 1957 are now falling due and it would be
greatly appreciated if our readers who have the magazine by post
will remit in good time. For some time past each copy of the
magazine has cost us a little more than the sixpence it was sold for
and it has therefore been decided that as from January 1957, the
price shall be one shilling per copy. However, we are also increasing
the size of the magazine from 32 pages each month to 48. This
will enable us to meet our commitments and we trust that our
readers will continu"e their support for this, the oldest religious
magazine in the world, which for at least the last sixty years has
never exceeded sixpence per copy.

THE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION BY POST IS 14/-.

(Send to Mr. B. S. Taylor, Business Manager, Gospel Magazine
Office, 69 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4).
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THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE

The Trustees of The Gospel Magazine met at the end of
September to consider the situation caused by further increases in
the costs of printing.

It has been remarkable that the Magazine has been able all this
time, despite increases in costs, to continue at the price of sixpence
a copy.

This has come to mean that the cost of printing the Magazine
now exceeds the price at which it is sold. This has been made
possible in recent months by the many kind contributions to The
Gospel Magazine Fund. But further increases in cost have com
pelled the Trustees to re-consider the situation as a whole.

They feel that the Magazine, with its sound Scriptural teaching,
is more than ever needed today, and they wish to extend its useful
ness, while placing it on a sound financial basis.

They are, therefore, with the first issue in 1957, extending the
pages from 32 pages to its former size of 48 pages, and fixing the
price at One Shilling a copy (Annual Subscription, 12/-; postag~

2/-).
Orders for 1957 should be sent to Mr. B. S. Taylor, Gospel

Magazine, 69 Fleet Street, London, W.C.I. (They should not be
sent to the Editor). Contributions to The Gospel Magazine Fund
will be very welcome at this time.

In God's gracious providence the Magazine has been kept going
(with one slight break) ever since 1766, and we trust that its witness
to the truths of Sovereign Grace, for which it was first issued, will,
like Latimer's candle, " never be put out."

ORGANISED SUNDAY GAMES

The question of allowing organised games on Sundays in its parks
was discussed by the Bristol City Council on October 10th, and the
decision, reached by a free vote (57-41) was not to allow such
organised games.

The issue had arisen through an application by a cricket club to
play a fixture with the Gloucestershire County Club on Sunday,
July 16th, 1957, at Blaise Castle.

Alderman Sir John Inskip took a leading part in the discussion.
He pointed out (as reported in the Western Daily Press) that the
Gloucestershire County Cricket Club had. a ground of their own
on which he believed they did not allow Sunday games.

,
./
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Sunday was regarded, he said, by most Christian people as a day
set apart and consecrated, just as much as a church was consecrated.
Upon that solid rock of belief the whole of the opposition to Sunday
games stood. "The Christian work reaches its peak on Sundays
Sunday schools, Bible classes, the work of the Church generally, and
it is the day of the family and of home ties. Those who advocate
keeping Sunday for the things of the spirit can never concede this
principle. We believe in preserving Sunday as a day of oppor
tunity for all Christian work. It is the day which has helped to
make this country what it is."

Sir John invited the Council to have regard to the large body
of Christian opinion in this country whose consciences would be
offended, who would be hurt and grieved to see Sunday games in
our parks and open spaces, "If this happens," he said, "Sunday
will be turned, not into a day of rest, but into one glorious Bank
Holiday."

We thank God for this courageous witness and for the decision
of the members of the Bristol City Council. We feel that the
record of the discussion, for which we are indebted to the Western
Daily Press, should receive a wider circulation, and have therefore
quoted it at some length.

"THOU ART PETER"

Another very useful booklet by the Rev. T. R. Horan, M.A.,
Irish Superintendent, Irish Church Missions, Dublin, has recently
been issued. It is entitled" Thou art Peter: A candid examination
of Roman Catholic claims."

Though small, it is packed full of clear statements, briefly and
helpfully put. It is just the very booklet to be given to an enquirin~

Roman Catholic or to one who has been beset with the abounding
Roman Catholic propaganda of today.

The booklet takes the statement of Ambrose, " They have not the
inheritance of Peter who have not the faith of Peter," and then it
examines what Peter believed about the Bible, the Right of Private
Judgment, the Doctrine of Exclusive Salvation, Auricular Con
fession, Sacerdotal Priesthood, Clerical Celibacy.

It briefly answers the questions, "Was Peter Bishop of Rome? ",
"Was Peter Prince of the Apostles?", "Was Peter Infallible?"

It quotes the well-known statement of Gregory the Great: "Who
soever claims the title of universal bishop is the forerunnep of Anti
Christ." We suggest that in any future edition the reference should
be given for this quotation.

The booklet (12 pp., stiff cover) is beautifully printed, and can
be obtained from The Irish Church Missions, 11 Buckingham Street,
Strand, London, Vl.C.2 (price one shilling, postage twopence).
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A VISIT TO DUBLIN

(Extract from an article by the REV. S. KENNETH HOPE, Vicar of

All Saint~, Blenheim Grove, London, S.W.)

A VISIT to Southern Ireland will quickly di~pel any feeling that there
i~ no Missionary work to be done there. Over one hundred years
ago, God called a young English officer, Alexander Dallas, who later
founded this Mission, for he saw something of the spiritual darkness
that prevailed. Let me explain what this spiritual darknes~ is and
how it affects the life of the nation. It is the darkness of a wicked
system which has dominated the whole country for a very long time.
You can see it in the busy thoroughfares of Dublin and in the
quieter country districts outside.

It was the writer'~ privilege to vi~it the country to examine the
need and the opportunity and at the same time to see what the
Irish Church Missions is doing to bring the" Light of the knowledge
of the Gospel of Christ" to the people of Southern Ireland.

AUTHORITY OF ROME

The authority of Rome was seen in every direction, both in
politics and sport. On the day of my arrival the newspapers were
full of a threatened strike by all gas workers. Unless agreement was
reached, gas would be turned off the following Saturday at noon.
This would have caused complete chaos. The Government failed
to wlve the deadlock. Instead, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Dublin stepped in, and ordered the workers to return to work, which
they did, not because their demands had been satisfied but becau~c

the Church demanded their implicit obedience.

In the field of sport, one sees this same spirit of authority. On
the Sunday afternoon there was to be an Irish International football
match. The whole city was just jammed with people in cars and
buses, donkey carts, anJ bicycles, and on foot. The papers carried
pictures of the teams being greeted on the field by the Archbishop
of Dublin. Each player bowed and kissed the Archbishop's ring be
fore the ball was kicked off. Rome loves this type of publicity.

AT INCHICORE

Let me give you some further examples of what Rome offers and
the kind of impressions she gives. Here is a poor and thickly popu
lated district of Dublin. In a prominent position on the main road
is the famous Church of Saint Mary's, Inchicore. Behind the
Church is the grotto-a replica of the world famous one at Lourdes.
Let into the wall is a tablet giving details how the shrine came into

)
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being. It is also stated that on a certain day in March people who
come to worship must eat the grass nearby! There is a continual
stream of people, the poor, the maimed, the halt and the blind, and
numerous children on their way home from school, each in turn
kissing Peter's toe and putting their gifts in the boxes provided.
One just longed to go up to those people and invite them to drink
of the Water of Life, the Living Water, "that whosoever drinketh
shall never thirst again."

NEED OF THE BIBLE

What then is the solution to the long standing problem of Ireland?
If the problem is a " spiritual" one, then the solution is a " spiritual"
one also. Let Ireland speak for herself. Here are some words of
truth and soberness from the late Rev. F. C. Gibson, D.D., who
knew Ireland and Irishmen:

" Of one thing we are all convinced, whatever our political
outlook and denomination convictions may be, and that is that
the real root of the trouble in Ireland lies in the fact that for
generations the Bible has been a forbidden Book to our Roman
Catholic fellow-countrymen, and in recent years a forgotten
Book to great masses of our co-religionists. The supreme hope
of Ireland, as of the whole world, lies in a return to Biblical
Christianity, as expressed in the life and teaching of our Lord,
and as revealed in the Scriptures. Only in so far as the Bible
gets its rightful place in the homes of Ireland, irrespective of
class or creed, and in the character and life of the Irish people,
will our land be what we pray it may yet in the providence of
God become. Can we therefore, conceive of any greater
service that we can do for our native land than to endeavour
by God's grace, to place the Bible in every home in Ireland,
and to encourage those who possess it to study it intelligently
every day? "

NEED FOR THE IRISH CHURCH MISSIONS

1 came awav more than ever convinced that there is still the need
in Dublin for the witness of LC.M. Church of Ireland Clergymen
themselves are looking to LC.M. for leadership and help. The
Superintendent is frequently asked to address meetings and to give
lectures and also to deal with cases of mixed marriages. The oppor
tunities abound, and we long to make more use of them.

How shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they
preach except they be sent? As it is written-" How beautiful are
the feet of them that preach the Gospel of peace and bring good
tidings of good things'! "

(Irish Church Missions, 11 Buckingham Street, Strand, London,
W.C.2).
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THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND
The Trustees of " The Gospel Magazine" gratefully acknowledge the receipt

of the following donations to the Fund: A.K. 10/-; Miss J. McBean 12/-; Miss
B. Meek £1.

A (,'ORREOTION
We regret that the address given in our last issue for obtaining copies of

., The Light Shines in Spain" was incorrect. The address should have been
Mr. P.J. Buffard, 12 Meadow Lane. Lindfieid, Haywards Heath, Sussex.

A BLIND CHILD IN BETHLEHEM needs your help. 75 blind boys and
girls in Bethlehem Home of British-founded, undenominational Christian

Mission. Funds urgently needed to carry on and enable more blind children
from Refugee Camps to be received, and develop Vocational Training for older
girls.-Rev. David S. T. Izzett, M.A.. Hon. Treasurer, Blind Children's Fund,
Bible Lands Missions' Aid Society (founded 1854). 230 GM. Coastal Chambers,
172 Buckingham Palace Road, London, S.W.1. THE YEAR'S GOOD CAUSE.

THE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances Of special
gravity and presEing ne~d, \vc turn to our kind supporters, and to others

who have not previously helped us, for a special effort on behalf of our poor
friends. We have about 125 of them on our books. They have so much
appreciated your kind help in former years, and we plead for the necessary
means to cheer and comfort their hearts and contlrm them in the faithfulness
of their Covenant God.-The COMMITTF.E, Hon. S<:>c.. Mrs. A. C. LEWIN.
The Manse, High Street. Evington, Lekester.

WANTED. Free Grace Books and Sermons, especially 'Villiam Gadsby,
Philpot. Dr. nil!. etc. Sf'l'mo.1s by Covell, Hazl<:>rigg, Daniel Smart.

Puritan Writings; Warburton's Mercies. Jonathan Edwards.-Write: Geoffrey
Williams. The Evangelical Library. 78a Chiltern Street.. London. 'V.1.

GROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELl GROVE, S.E.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6th, 1956

THANKSGIVING SERVICES
For Past Deliverances, Present Privileges, Spiritual Provision and Gracious Prctection

The Rev. W. J. Parker, B.A.
(Sheffield) will D.V. preach at 3.30 '.nd 6.30

TEA IN THE SCHOOLROOM AT 5 O'CLOCK
Collections for Sympothetic and Sunday School Funds. All Friends C"rdia!ly Invited.

" Prais~ ye the lord. Praise Him in His Sanctuary, Praise Him in the

firmament of His power. "-Psa. cl. 1.

TRAINS AND BUSES TO DENMARK HILL STATION

AGED PILGRIMS' FR.IEND

THE ANNUAL
SOCIETY,

SALE
Croydon Auxiliary

OF WORK
will D.V. b. held in the

ADULT SCHOOL !-tALL, PARK LANE. CROYDON
on

Thursdav.
OPENING MEETING 10.30

29th November
a.m. SALE \1 a.m. till 6.30 p.m.

Gifts gratefully received by: The Ladies CO!!".J1"ttee, 52, Holing Pari' Read, S,uth Croydon,
Surrey. 'Phone Croydon 1430.


