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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHlANS i. 4.

"PRESERVED, RESTORED, AND PARDONED"

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF JOHN NEWTON

U This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation. that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.»
-1 Timothy 1 : 15.

THE forthcoming 150th anniversary of the death of the Rev. John
Newton-he died on December 21st, 1807-and the special service
and sermon which have been arranged in commemoration of it,
are the occasion of this message in " Family Portion." For we feel
that in the life and ministry of "the old African blasphemer" (as
he called himself) there is a wonderful testimony to the free and
sovereign grace of Christ. Of it he wrote:

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound!
That saved a wretch like me;

I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;

How precious did that grace appear,
TIle hour I first believed!
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Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;

'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures;

He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures.

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease,

I shall possess, within the veil,
A life of joy and peace.

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,
The sun forbear to shine; .

But God, who called me here below,
Will be for ever mine.

-John Newton, Olney Hymns, 46.

He composed his own epitaph, and earnestly desired that no other
monument and no inscription but to this purport should be
attempted for him.

JOHN NEWTON, Clerk,
Once an infidel and libertine,
A servant of slaves in Africa,

Was, by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour
JESUS CimlST,

Preserved, restored, pardoned,
And appointed to preach the faith he

Had long laboured to destroy.

Others will no doubt tell again the amazing story of his life; but
in this brief message we wish to " magnify the grace of God" in him.

At the age of eleven he went to sea with his father, and had made
several voyages before he was fifteen. Many times he proved a
failure. He was placed in Spain with good prospects; but his lack
of restraint ruined everything. He read a sceptical book, and it
poisoned his life. He soon lost all sense of religion, and fell in with
evil companions.

He was designed to go out to Jamaica; but, having met the one
who became his future wife (she was then under 14), he at 17
delayed till the ship had sailed. Going on a vessel to Africa, he
fell a prey to more evil companionship. At 18 he was" impressed,"
and taken on board a man of war. There again he met with a
strong free-thinker. In various ways he betrayed his trust, and,
after being kept in irons, was publicly flogged and degraded from
office. Later, entering the service of a slave dealer in Africa, he was
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treated with great cruelty, after being short of food and having to
pull up roots and eat them raw.

But at the age of 23 God arrested him and called him by His
grace. He was awakened at sea by a violent storm. The ship was
fast filling with water. One man was washed overboard. The
others dld not eKpect to ~urvive tong. At nr",t John Newton was
little affected by the danger; but soon afterwards he said to the
captain, " If this will not do, the Lord have mercy on us." Then it
occurred to him" What mercy can there be for me?" Eventually
after many sufferings they anchored in Lough Swilly on April 8th,
1748.

" About this time," he wrote afterwards, "I began to know that
there is a God who hears and answers prayer." He had no one on
board from whom he could ask advice about his soul; but he had a
New Testament and some sermons. In the New Testament he was
struck by the wonder of God's mercy to Paul (1 Timothy 1 : 15) and
by the welcome given to the Prodigal Son (Luke 15). He thought
that in receiving the mercy, grace, and love of the Father, they were
exemplified in himself.

One of his first helps was from Luke 11 : 13 : "If ye then, being
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that
ask Him?" He reasoned, "If this book be true, the promise in
this passage must be true likewise. I have need of that very Spirit,
by which the whole w.as written, in order to understand it aright.
He has engaged here to give that Spirit to those who ask."

He also wrote :

" If what I am writing could be persuaded by our modern
infidels, they would say (for I too well know their manner),
that I was very desirous to persuade myself into this opinion.
I confess I was, and so would they be, if the Lord should show

~ them, as He was pleased to show me at that time, the absolute
necessity of some expedient to interpose between a righteous
God and a sinful soul: upon the Gospel scheme I saw at least
a peradventure of hope, but on every other side I was sur
rounded with black unfathomable despair."

He afterwards wrote many wonderful hymns, including "How
sweet the name of Jesus sounds," "Begone unbelief, my Saviour is
near," "For mercies countless as the sands." He was one who by
his experience of God's distinguishing grace could say to us :

Rejoice, believe in the Lord,
Who makes your cause His own;

The hope that's built upon His word
Can ne'er be overthrown. w.n.s.
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE

THE telephone bell began to ring, and Mrs. Duncan hastened to
answer it. It was the headmaster of her grandson's preparatory
school wanting to know if Mrs. Duncan had Roger's vaccination
certificate. He was arranging for Roger to go to his parents in the
Middle East for the holidays, and the document he wanted was
an international one, the only one accepted by the aeroplane com
pany. Yes, said Mrs. Duncan at once; she was sure she had the
certificate. She would look it up, and send it over to the school
as soon as possible.

As Mrs. Duncan put down the receiver, she thought she might as
well complete the business by tracing the certificate at once. Prob
ably it was in the tin box which she kept at hand full of important
things. She began to search immediately, but was disappointed;
the certificate was not to be found. After a moment's thought,' she
remembered another receptacle where it might be. She looked care
fully through all the papers there as well: no certificate appeared.
Yet Mrs. Duncan felt sure that the paper had been left in her
care; where could it be?

Harriet came in, the old servant, and Mrs. Duncan told her of
the headmaster's request, and of her fruitless search. Oh, Harriet
knew at once where it was-she was sure she could find it; it was
in mistress's tin box. So Mrs. Duncan let Harriet look. She went
through everything, hopefully at first, and then becoming worried,
when she too failed to find it.

Mrs. Duncan was greatly concerned. How could she possibly
ring up the Head and say she could not find such an important
thing? Without that certificate Roger could not fly out. How
unpleasant if he must be vaccinated again! And anyhow it was
really too late for that.

That night Mrs. Duncan made her difficulty a subject of special
prayer. She prayed earnestly that the Lord would direct her to the
place where the certificate was hidden without delay, so that she
,could send it at once to the authorities.

No light came, but Mrs. Duncan went on praying. She had felt
so sure that the tin box was the place where she had put the
certificate, that· next morning she decided that she would look
once more. Lifting up her heart to God in a cry for help, she
began her search, opening every document in turn. She came to
an unlikely-looking paper and opened it out.

It was Roger's international certificate of vaccination.
Mrs. Duncan could hardly believe her eyes. She looked most

<ca.refully at the fonn. There was no doubt about it; it was the very
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one. Her heart was filled with thanksgiving, and she called Harriet
to tell her the good news. In no time the precious paper was sent
over to the school.

You will say, "But the certificate was there all the time!" Of
course it was. But the fact remains that both Mrs. Duncan and
Harriet had made a careful search without finding it. It was
after Mrs. Duncan had prayed that her eyes were opened, and she
did find it. Every child of God knows that such a thing may
happen. It is as if his eyes are holden, so that his heart may be
stirred up to pray. Then the Lord opens his eyes, and he knows
that something has happened between himself and the Almighty,
that the Lord has stooped down in loving-kindness and tender
mercy to interest Himself in the affairs of His child; and his heart
is filled with wonder and thanksgiving.

Months later Mrs. Duncan had another special experience. This
time it involved her daughter, who held an important position as
Art Lecturer in a University. During the summer vacation, Miss
Duncan was asked by a friend to go with her by car to a city
fifty miles away; she was told that there would be two African lnen
in the car as well. Arrived at the city, the friend went off to keep
her appointment, and Miss Duncan suggested showing the Africans
some of the places of interest. The Cathedral was one of the build
ings they visited; and after answering all their many questions,
Miss Duncan suggested a meal in a cafe with the Africans, before
rejoining the car for the drive home. All went well, and Miss
Duncan gave a lively account of the day's doings to her mother
when she returned.

But next morning Miss Duncan came hurriedly into the room
where her mother was. "Mother! I've lost my diary! " she said
anxiously, and her voice was full of trouble. Mrs. Duncan knew
at once what the loss implied; it really was a calamity. The diary
was one in which Miss Duncan always noted the expenses she was
put to in getting material for her lectures; eventually she would
send an account to the University, compiled from this diary. And
now it was lost! "Where could it possibly be? " said Mrs. Duncan.
"Anywhere I went yesterday," replied her daughter; "in the
Cathedral perhaps, or the cafe, or the streets-just anywhere I
may have dropped it."

It was a bad business, and the Duncans felt that they were left
entirely without a clue. The diary might be picked up, and the
finder might have the honesty and courtesy to send it to the owner's
address; but these virtues are scarce nowadays. Mrs. Duncan longed
to be able to do something to help; but the more she thought about
it, the more she realised that there was nothing she could do.

Except pray!
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That she could certainly do, and Mrs. Duncan began at once to
pray definitely that somehow the missing diary would return.

The days went on, and there was no diary. Days turned into
weeks, and still there was no diary. Mrs. Duncan went on praying,
for she felt burdened about the matter. Sometimes she did wonder
whether to go on, but she longed for increasing faith in her God,
and she still continued to pray.

Then one day the postman brought a little package for Miss
Duncan. She opened it, and found her diary! It had been picked
up in the cafe where she had gone with the Africans to tea. But
why did the finder delay in sending it? and why indeed was it
sent on at all after six weeks from the time it was lost? These
were questions that nobody could answer. The return of the missing
diary was a great surprise, and of course Miss Duncan was delighted
to get her property back again.

But what of her mother's feelings? At the first, she was just as
surprised as Miss Duncan was. Then her heart filled with thanks
giving, as she saw the answer to her prayers. And mingled with
her thankfulness was a sense of shame at being so surprised. She
had never given up praying, and she felt that if she had had more
trust in her God, the answer would have not taken her by surprise.
It was like Peter's friends, praying all night for his release from
prison, and then refusing to believe Rhoda when she hurried in to
say that Peter himself was knocking at the door!

I think these two incidents, so small in themselves, may serve
to underline Paul's words to the Christians at Philippi :

"Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and sup
plication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."

DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 46

The whole: A book about "things which shall shortly come to
pass."

1. Who fixed a red cord to her window as a sign to the enemy?
2. Where did a woman practise as a witch?
3. What attacked Paul when he was putting sticks on a fire?
4. Where was there a cluster of grapes so big that it took two men

to carry it?
5. Who was Deborah's husband?
6. Where was the altar inscribed" To the unknown God"?
7. Where did " the seller of purple" come from?
8. Where did Paul and Barnabas go when they were turned out

of Antioch?
9. What was the name of Philemon's servant?

10. Who wrote a short book about" the burden of Nineveh "?
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SOLUTION OF No. 45

The whole: Genesis (Gen. 1: 1).

1. Gideon (Judg. 7: 11).
2. Ephesus (Acts 19: 1, 24).
3. Noadiah (Nehem. 6: 14).
5. Smyrna (Rev. 2 : 8, 10).
6. Ittai the Gittite (11 Sam. 15: 19, 21).
7. Simon (Matt. 4: 18).

Obituary

EBENEZER WARBURTON (Bexhill)

487

THE late Mr. Ebenezer Warburton, who received his home call on
Sunday, August 18th last, was for many years an active member of
the Tabernacle Calvinistic Independent Chapel at Hastings. He
was known, and loved, by a large number of the Lord's people,
and was very highly esteemed in every walk of life for the loftiness
of his principles. His was a character of sterling integrity, sober
judgment, and understanding sympathy.

Mr. Warburton was a humble and truly gracious man of God,
one who cherished a deep seated love of the doctrines of grace,
and who firmly held the great fundamental truths of the Gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Not only did he experience the testing and
trial of faith, but also faith's victorious triumph and reward.

Truly in him was manifested the manifold grace of God.
Tenderly devoted to his loved ones, they in turn looked up to him,
and trusted his guiding counsel.

The writer was drawn to him because of his definite Christian
solicitude. Fellowship with him in the Gospel was a very real
experience, and remains a cherished memory.

He was laid to rest in Bexhill Cemetery in the presence of a host
of relatives and friends with reverent "hope that maketh not
ashamed," to await the great time of the resurrection, when, with
undimmed eye and radiant song, he will join all the redeemed to
extol the Fount of Eternal Salvation. F.G.
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

OUR NEED OF PRAYER

SERMON BY THE LATE PASTOR J. K. POPHAM (BRIGHTON)

" Pray without ceasi'7Vg "-1 Thess. 5: 7.

DEPENDENCE is written in our nature. The most unseemly thing on
the earth is the man who supposes himself to be independent; and
surely the Holy Ghost will save all His people from that unseemly
thing, that abomination in the sight of God. There is but one
independent Being, and He is no creature, He alone is the true
God. The text meets dependent people, and it brings them in the
Spirit's power to be depending people. How many of us are in that
state of mind God knows; but if we are taught of the Spirit, we
are taught our dependence on sovereign grace, on the Lord Jesus,
on the Holy Ghost.

" Pray without ceasing." This divine injunction lays an abiding
obligation on the saints. Also in the Scriptures we find this pro
mise: "I will pour upon the house of David and upon the inhabit
ants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and of supplications"; "They
shall come with weeping, and with supplications will 1 lead them."
And further, this merciful, this mighty work of prayer is described
as the Spirit's immediate operation: "Praying," Jude says, "in the
Holy Ghost"; and Paul says, "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth
our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we
ought: but the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us with groan
ings which cannot be uttered" (Rom. 8 : 26). Everything within the
saints, and all things without from time to time, cry in their hearts:
., You cannot get on without the Lord; you cannot get through
trouble, you cannot manage sin, you cannot overcome temptation,
without the Lord." And the direction of the Lord is, "Pray";
"Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation"; "Open thy
mouth wide, and 1 will fill it"; "Call upon Me in the day of
trouble: 1 will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me"; "But
thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast
shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret"; " After this
manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done."
So pray. We have plenty to pray about, if we have but prayer.
You who fear God know this. Go, dear friends, as directed, go into
your closets, shut your doors, and pray to God in secret. One of
the best things you can have is a religion that can bear solitude,..
a religion with a secret root. To be sure, there will be open fruitful-
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ness, but look to the root. If you get near God, if you are blessed
with intimacy with Him, if you gain His ear, if you pour out your
hearts before Him, there is no sin, no temptation, no tempter, no
trouble, no affliction that shall overcome you.

It is a great thing to pray. "Not in this mountain nor at
Jerusalem," said Christ, "must men worship now." "God is a
Spirit," incomprehensible, inconceivably glorious, "and they that
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth"; that is,
their hearts must be engaged. The attitude, not of the body, but
of the heart, is the thing. Your orientation Godward will prove
your state. If your heart is set to God, toward Christ, all is well.
The child of God who for a time backslides in respect of prayer,
will find himself with broken bones, a sore conscience, a lean soul,
and many shameful defeats. But he who is taught to pray, and kept
at praying, whose business it is to do business with God, to tra.ffic
with heaven, to bring his food from a far country, he shall find
food. The diligent soul is made fat. It is written, "Keep thy heart
with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life." God could,
if it had pleased Him, if He had seen it most for His glory, have
taken His people to heaven without tribulation, and without the
need of prayer; but in His wisdom He has ordered it otherwise, He
has said, " In the world ye shall have tribulation "; He has said in
effect, " In the world you shall have want, you shall be necessitous
people, you shall be weak and ignorant, unable to fight your own
battles; for My kingdom is not of this world. Rut there is this one
thing I set before you, Pray. Call on My Name. I will ever be at
hand to help you. I will never forsake you. You shall not pray in
vain. Pray. Ask Me, ask in My Name, go to My fulness, look to
My power, depend on My Word, hang on My faithfulness. Pray.
Pray without ceasing."

First of all, I would notice the ground and reasons of prayer.
Secondly, the exercise of prayer.

I.-THE GROUND OF PRAYER

First, the ground of prayer. It lies in two places. It lies in
the Three-One God. He Himself has commanded it, He will have
His creatures come to Him, and has opened a way of access for
sinners. If we believe in God, we believe what I just said, that an
independent creature is impossible. Dependence is indelibly
stamped upon our nature. Eternity will not erase that. We shall
not lose creatureship in eternity, therefore we shall not lose de
pendence. The ground of prayer, then, is in Himself; the dependent
creature must come to God. And especially it is so in respect of the
spiritual well-being of His people. The ground of all their sup
plications is in Himself, it is in His purpose: "Blessed is the man
whom Thou choosest, and causest to approach unto Thee."
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It is in His Son Jesus Christ. In His great work of redemption
for sinners He has made a new and living way to God for sinners.
There is the ground on which we stand, a great matter that can
be used as a plea, namely, the atonement. "Mention My Name,"
says He, "ask in My Name, and I will do whatever you ask. If ye
shall ask anything in My Name, I will do it." Never forget, 0
guilty, troubled soul, the immovable ground for prayer that is in
the Person and work of Jesus Christ.

Further, in the Holy Spirit there is ground to pray. He is pro
mised as "the Spirit of grace and supplications." Moreover, and
this is marvellously encouraging when perceived, it is the Holy
Spirit who searches the deep things of God, and knows before a
sinner knows, and more perfectly than a sinner can know in this
life, what is in the mind of God. What blessings He has to give,
what favours are in His heart to bestow, He knows. Therefore the
coming of the Spirit into a sinner's heart, and His gracious work,
will always be a ground for that sinner to pray.

The ground of prayer, in the next place, is in the sinner. Not
only in his natural dependence on God his Creator, but also he must
have mercy or he must die. There is a great reason in us for
praying. We are lost, we are undone, we are at a distance from
God, we are unlike Him, we are opposed to Him by nature; and
He has opened a new and living Way, and therefore says, "Nmv
come, 0 dependents; come, 0 sinners; come to the Throne of
grace,

'Let not conscience make you linger.'

Come as you are in your unworthiness, your unfitness, yOllr wea k
ness, your ignorance, your ruin, your bondage; come with all these
obstacles, and in the face of all these difficulties, come to the
Throne of God's heavenly grace." This is a great reason, and it
lies in ourselves. God has put dependence in our nature, and sin
has made us absolutely dependent on the goodwill of God in Jesus
Christ.

One chief reason why a sinner should pray is this, that it is God's
will that he should. This is God's will. It is expressed in the
Scriptures repeatedly: "Call upon Me-I will that you should do
this." It is a great and merciful thing that God should will that a
sinner should come to Him. It was congruous that a creature with
out sin should pray to a holy God. But there seems naturally, and
there is, an incongruity in a sinner's calling upon God. Therefore
is the first reason for prayer the exercise of His sovereign will alone;
for under the law He can but will eternal separation between Him
and rebels. Mark it, sinner. God, as a holy God, in the law can
but determine your separation from His divine 11aiestv for ever
and ever; but in sovereign grace, what a change there is! Here this
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great God determines that some men shall come to Him, come as
sinners, come notwithstanding their sinfulness, come confessing it,
come seeking the forgiveness of it, come for salvation. And this
is a' wondrous reason-the will -of God. If you by faith at any
moment lay hold of it, 0 tried sinner, you will plead it-" Thou
callest burdened souls to Thee, Thou callest sinners to Thy foot
stool, to Thy Throne of grace. I am burdened, I am a sinner, I
venture nigh."

The second reason I put before you is, the infinite merit of Jesus
Christ. The merit of Jesus has no limit; it is infinite in its value.
God "made Him to be sin," and He put away sin. He gave
Himself a Sacrifice; His vicarious offering satisfied divine justice for
ever and ever for the church. And this, so needed by a guilty
conscience, this sweetly manifested by the Spirit to a guilty con
science, will be a reason why that sinner should pray, a reason
to him. It is always a reason in God, but now it becomes a reason
in the sinner. It becomes a great reason, an argument against
despair, a reason why he should come. If his religion seems wrong,
if his profession is full of faults, if his present state of mind is dark
ness itself, if his ears are heavy, if his suspicions of God are cruel,
if his infidelity threatens to swamp him and destroy him for ever
and ever; notwithstanding-I would say it to you, and say it
deliberately-notwithstanding all that, the blood of Christ affords
you an infinite reason why you should pray. May the Lord make
it out to you. 0 sinner, whatever your temptations to despair, what
ever your fears, pray with faith in the Name of Christ, present
yourself before the Lord with all your deformity, all your guilt, all
your ignorance, and you will find a welcome. Welcome to the
Throne of grace you are.

Yet a third reason you will find in the gracious promise concerning
the Holy Ghost: " I will pour upon the house of David and upon
the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and of supplications,
and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced." That
divine Spirit is full, full of mercy, full of goodness. How tender
He is! How condescending He is! He comes to the worst of men,
speaks to the vilest of men, touches the hardest hearts, and leads
sensibly corrupt sinners to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Fountain of all
goodness, the Fountain opened for sin and uncleanness.

Now I must name another reason to you, for I would encourage
praying people, people who feel they cannot pray because they are
so wicked. It is this, the graciolUS invitations of the holy gospel.
They are to characters. "Open thy mouth wide"; " Call upon Me
in the day of trouble"; "Roll thy burden on the Lord." Think
of this too, "All that the Father," says Jesus Christ, "giveth Me
shall come to Me, and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cost
out." You may live to be thankful that the Lord Jesus Christ did
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not in that scripture say, " All that are brokenhearted, all that are
humble, all that are meek, all that are lowly, all that are docile in
their spirits, may come, and I will not cast them out." You may live
to be thankful that He just simply said, " Him that cometh to Me
be he what he may, if he but comes; the guiltier the more welcome,
the deeper his feeling of guilt, the more welcome; if he be more
lost than ordinary, the more welcome; whatever he is, he may come;
and when he comes, I, full of truth, full of goodness, full of mercy,
full of pardons, full of righteousness-I will in no wise cast him
out, for no reason that he can produce out of his own heart, his own
nature, his own life, his own thoughts. I will in no wise cast him
out." Will that do for you? Can you ask more? Pray, then, on
this ground; put the Lord in remembrance of what He has said.
Put Him in remembrance of Himself, of His holy promise. Tell Him
how suitable you find Him to be as you read of Him in the
Scripture, and as you get some inklings of Him in your souls. Tell
Him all these things.

II.~THE EXERCISE OF PRAYER

Now, says the apostle, "Pray without ceasing." We are to look
in the next place, at the exercise of prayer. It is a very solemn
thing to pray. He who thinks it is a light and an easy matter knows
nothing about it. He knows nothing about God, and knows nothing
about sin, who thinks it light and easy to pray. Some realisation
of the awfulness of God, such as all new-born souls have, will make
it a great matter; not an impossible thing, but a great thing to
pray. "God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship
Him in spirit and in truth" (Jno. 4 : 24). You may feel a hypocrite.
Where is the heart that is clear of hypocrisy? God is holy, and you
feel you are a sinner, and have hypocrisy in your nature, and so
cannot boast of sincerity; how may you call on Him? No doctrinal
knowledge you may have of the things just hinted at as grounds
and reasons for prayer will help; the thing that will stand before
you is what you feel in yourself. But still you may find one day,
when you look back in the light of the Spirit, that you were praying
all the time, notwithstanding your felt obstacles and difficulties.
My dear friends, prayer is the soul's attitude and motion towards
God, however few words, perhaps none at all; sometimes only groan
ings which cannot be uttered, will be your prayer; the sigh of your
heart, the trembling desire that you feel within, "0 that God
would save me and bless me! that He would do me good!" It is
the exercise of faith really. "Without faith it is impossible to
please Him; for he that cometh to God must believe that He is,
and that He is a Rewarder of them that diligently seek Him" (Heb.
6: 6). If you have no faith, I can say this, you do not pray; you
are dead in trespasses and sins. The stronger your faith, the more
fervent and constant your prayer.
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It is the exercise of faith in God as He shows Himself in Christ.
What a sound was that which reached the ear and the heart of
Moses, when the Lord answered his petition, "I beseech Thee,
show me Thy glory"; and said, " I will make all My goodness pass
before thee, and I will proclaim the Name of the Lord before
thee. . .. The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin" (Ex. 33 :
19; 34 : 6, 7). This is that after which a living soul reaches. Faith
will sometimes get such a sight, in the light of the Spirit, of the
infinite merit of Christ, of the vicarious offering of Christ unto
God, as will touch the soul, influence it, move it, bend it, guide it
to God.

" I can no denial take
When I plead for Jesus' sake."

Did your faith ever get hold of that? It is a clean point in religion,
to believe in the vicarious sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and plead it
before God, and feel that you cannot take a denial. In a true and
proper sense sin is lost sight of, and yet all the while it is seen;
I will put it thus; if you see a mountain, what is the molehill at the
foot of it to you? If you see Jesus Christ, if you see His infinite
merit, I do not depreciate sin when I say, what will be the mole
hill of your sin to that? Pray for the forgiveness of sin. You will
feel sin to be very great, and taste it to be very bitter, and you will
mourn that ever you were a sinner, and that ever you committed
sin; but this will overtop and drown all, take all from your view
and feelings for the time. Of this wondrous merit Watts sings
sweetly, sings of it as an ocean:

" It rises high and drowns the hills,
Has neither shore nor bound;

Now if we search to find our sins,
Our sins can ne'er be found."

This atonement will take you to heaven, my friends; it will carry
you through all difficulties, it will land you into the midst of that
mighty multitude of saved ones that no man can number, in the
midst of whom is the Lamb.

Pray also respecting all your difficulties. There are many diffi
culties in the way of pilgrims. They are not at home, they are
travelling home, and there are many difficulties. The wilderness
has its dangers, its necessities. Difficulties are within: an un
believing heart, which makes us depart from the living God; neces
sities, which we ourselves cannot supply, which no creature can
supply, but only God; difficulties arising from a wicked nature, a
nature that never submits to God; difficulties arising from tempta
tions. Into these you who are exercised about them and with them,
can enter. Now our good teacher, Hart, says,
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"The remedy's before thee-pray."
This is God's remedy, " Call upon Me in the day of trouble," what
ever it is.

Take one eminent example afforded us in the Scriptures of the
blessedness of this. When David and his men came to burn Ziklag,
he and all of them wept till they had no power to weep, for they
had suffered a grievous loss, not only of their cattle, but of their
wives and children. And the men were so angry and discouraged
by this grievous loss that they looked upon David as the cause of
all; and they spake of stoning him. Here was a pass for the man
of God. What did he do? Did he turn to them and say, "Now
I have brought you through many difficulties; I have defended
you, I have helped you. Why do you turn on me thus?" No,
that was not his strength, his captaincy over them was not his
strength; it was his relation to his God. His God was before and
with him, and so we read: "But David encouraged himself in the
Lord his God" (I Sam. 30: 6). He had no other encouragement
at that moment, but he encouraged himself in the Lord his God.
You may be similarly bereft of all help, in different circu,mstances.
You may feel," "There is no friend I can turn to, there is no
creature I can lean on. I would be glad of advice, but to whom
shall I turn for it? I would be glad of a troop, but where is it?
God has taken it all away." What for? Faith says, "For a
gracious purpose." What purpose can this strait answer? ''''hy,
your good. "Call upon Me, come to Me, make known this case
to Me;" God will never disappoint those to whom He gives grace
to follow that course. Who ever trusted in the Lord. and was put
to confusion? Who ever opened his mouth in prayer by the power
of the Holy Spirit, and was repelled? Does God repel people when
they call upon Him? That would be against His Word, against
His nature. He says, "Open thy mouth wide"; and David opened
his mouth wide at that time: "Shall I pursue this troop? shall I
overtake?" "Yes," says the Lord, "thou shalt overtake, an
without fail recover all."

Go, poor sinner, as this text says, and pray about your difficulties.
They will come right; they are in the hand of the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world. That book of providence, that very
and immediate providence that now troubles you, is in the hand of
the Lamb, who had power to take the book out of the hands of the
Ancient of Days, and loose the seals, and open it. The wilderness
had its necessities for Israel; there was no bread, there was no
w.ater. And we are pilgrims, as some of us believe, and in an
unfriendly wilderness, a world in which we find tribulation; and it
has no bread for us. The Bread we want is in heaven: "I am
the Bread of life" (.Ino. 6: 48). You may sometimes go without
this Bread for a season. Rutherford says, and it is a very strong and
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true word, "The Lord's wise love feeds His people with hunger,
and makes them fat with desertions." And if one might venture to
try to explain that seeming contradiction, one would say, this is
how the wise love of God feeds a person with hunger; namely, He
brings that hungry person to the Throne of grace. If you can ply
there, trade there, live there, you will feed, and be made fat.
"The soul of the diligent shall be made fat" (Prov. 13: 4); and
this is diligence, when you can repeatedly pray for manifestations
of Jesus Christ, for views of His Person, of His merit, for applications
to you of His goodness, for supplies out of His fulness. The whole
will come, the Bread of life will come. Yes, and you may be
obliged, and perhaps often, to say, "I get a little, a very little,
hardly enough to keep me alive." But consider this, I put it before
you for your consideration-that every crumb of bread is whole
bread, all bread as to parts; and every touch of mercy, every
gracious word you get from the Lord, is Jesus Christ, all Christ, so
to speak, though not all of Him. A little from Him, what a mercy
this is! Pray on for this Christ. He will never, never let you
perish, and die of hunger. You want the water of life, the smitten
Rock must yield it; this world yields it not. "Would to God," said
poor Israel, "that we had remained in Egypt! we are only brought
out to die of hunger and thirst." They did not know much of God
then; and we sometimes prove our igno~ance of Him by thinking
we shall die, because such and such lacks are about and upon us.
But there is a smitten Rock, whose living streams come and make
glad the city of God, make glad individual persons; they refresh,
they strengthen, they nourish. Temptations come, fiery serpents,
wild beasts, evils in our own hearts, evils innumerable, evils power
ful, these come; and subtle things, subtle temptations, hardly known
at times to be temptations, perhaps; and says the apostle, "There
is only one way for you, God has ordained it-call upon Him, pray
to Him, pray without ceasing." "Whosoever shall call upon the
Name of the Lord shall be saved." They shall get what they want,
and more than they ask; for

" To praying souls He always grants
More than they can express."

One more word. We do not know what we are going into, or
what this nation yet has to suffer, or what shall come on the church
of the living God. What then? Shall we despair? No, rather
may we call upon God for protection and mercy. "Pray that ye
enter not into temptation." Pray that God will sustain and comfort
and help us, and bring us honourably through; and all will turn
out well. May the Lord give us power, then, thus to regard this
exhortation: Pray, and pray always. Pray concerning affliction,
that it may be sanctified; concerning temptation, that you may not
fall under it; concerning indwelling sin, that you may not be
overcome by it. "Pray without ceasing." Amen.
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PROTESTANT BEACON

ALEXANDER PEDEN (1626-86)

A WORTHY SCOTCH COVENANTER

ONE of the most eminent and energetic in the great struggle for
religious liberty ·in Scotland, under the Stuarts, was Alexander
Peden. His influence upon the mass of the common people became
so great through his piety, energy, and talents, that they gave him
the name of "The Prophet." He was born at Auchincloich, in the
northern part of the parish of Sorn, Ayrshire, in 1626. He was
educated at Glasgow University, and may have been a student
when Robert Baillie and David Dickson were teaching there. For
some time later he was schoolmaster, session-clerk, and precentor
at Tarbolton, about nine miles to the west of his native place. The
minister of the parish at the time was John Guthrie, brother of the
better known William Guthrie of Fenwick, and cousin of James
Guthrie, Stirling, the martyr.

I.-HIS EARLY MINISTRY, EJECTION, AND FAREWELL SERMON

In 1660 Mr. Peden was ordained minister of New Luce, in
Galloway, sometimes called the Muir Kirk of Glenluce. New Luce
did not long enjoy his ministrations, for he was ejected in 1663,
with a great majority of faithful Presbyterian ministers, bya decree
of the Privy Council, passed at Glasgow, on the first of October,
1662, when according to Bishop Burnett, the Councillors were" so
drunk that they were not capable of considering anything." Epis
copacy was now re-established in Scotland, and thus began that
career of persecution which has lingered long in the memory of
Scotsmen, and should never be forgotten. The day he bade farewell
to his people, he preached in the forenoon from the Acts of the
Apostles, chapter 20, verse 7, to the end, stressinf{ the words:
" Therefore watch and remember, that by the space of three years
I ceased not to warn everyone night and day with tears." In the
afternoon he preached from: " And now brethren, I commend you
to God, and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you
up and to give you an inheritance among all them that are sancti
fied." The congregation were so overcome that they fell to weeping,
and it was with difficulty that they were persuaded to leave the
church. As Peden closed the pulpit door behind him, he knocked
upon it three times with the Bible, solemnly saying: "In my
Master's name I arrest thee! that none ever enter thee, but such
as enter as I have done, by the door." And remarkable to relate,
no indulged minister entered that pulpit during the ascendancy of
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episcopacy in Scotland. From the date of his eviction Peden became
a wanderer, hunted, searched for by dragoons. His life onwards was
full of incident with hairbreadth escapes, and abounding with
marvellous pravidences.

H.-IMPRISONMENT IN THE BASS ROCK

In June, 1673, he was at the house of Hugh Ferguson, at Knock
dow, in Carrick, who constrained him to stay all night. He said,
"This will be a dear night's quarters both to you and to me";
and they were both taken the same night by Major Cockburn,
and in the morning were sent to Edinburgh, where Hugh was fined
one thousand marks for harbouring and conversing with him; and,
some time after his examination, Mr. Peden was sent prisoner to
the Bass, which was a great rock in the sea, upon which was an
old castle, about three miles from Dunbar, where many of the
faithful Scotch ministers in those days were confined. A letter
written by Peden, to Patrick Simpson, minister at Kilmalcolm, from
the Bass, dated the 11th August, 1677, reveals something of the
sore conflict endured: "The Lord is ri~hte<JlJ.s, ne~thex :l\.r~ W~ in the
dark to mind our manifold sins in our judgments. We are close
shut up by our chambers, not permitted to converse, diet, worship
together; but conducted out by two once in the day, to breathe
in the open air-envying (with reverence) the birds their freedom,
and provoking and calling upon us to bless Him for the most
common mercies-=-and again shut up day and night, to hear only
the sighs and groans of our fellow-prisoners. And, oh! if we were
such as none of these things move us; yea, while all things speak a
feeding, lying storm. He only knows wherefore we are reserved,
and what is appointed for us, with you, who out of the eater brings
forth meat.. " 0 for grace to credit Him (hitherto never cumber
some) and His cross in whatever piece of service, in bonds, or
freedom, He cuts out! I return to thank you for your seasonable
Slipply (money and contributions), an evidence of your love to Him,
and your affectionate remembrance of us. Persuade yourself you
are in our remembrance, though not so deep as we in yours, yet
making mention of you to your and our Master, begging you may be
directed, supported, and carried through cleanly in this our hour of
temptation; acquitting yourselves as watchmen indeed from your
watch-tower, fulfilling your ministry which you have received from
the Lord. Now, peace be to the brethren, and love with faith from
(~od the Father: and grace be to all them that love our Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity! So prayeth your unworthy and affectionate
wellwisher in bonds.-Alexander Peden."

He was brought from the Bass to Edinburgh, and sentence of
banishment was passed upon him and sixty others, far the same
cause, to go to America, in December 1678, never to be seen in
Scotland again, upon pain of death. He often said that the ship
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was not yet built which should take either him or those prisoners
to any part of America. They were all put on ship at Leith, and
it was said that the enemy would send down thumbkins in order
to keep them all quiet; upon which they were all greatly discour
aged. These were a sort of iron screws which, in those days, they
screwed upon the thumbs of the poor prisoners, which put them
to inconceivable pain. "He went upon deck and said, " Why are you
so discouraged? You need not fear; there shall neither thumbkins
nor bootkins come here. Lift up your hearts, for the day of your
redemption draweth near. If we were once in London, we should all
be set at liberty." In their voyage to London they had an oppor
tunity of commanding the ship, and so of making their escape, but
would not venture upon it without Peden's advice. He said, "Let
all alone; for the Lord will set us at libertv in a way more con
ducive to His own glory, and our safety." Accordingly, when they
arrived, the shipper who brought them from Leith, delivered them
to another to carry them to Virginia, to whom they were repre
sented as thieves and robbers; but when he came to see them, and
found that they were serious Christians, and were banished on that
account, he said he would cross the seas with no such people. In
this confusion, that the one shipper would not receive them, and
the other would keep them no longer on account of the expense,
they were all set at liberty, without any bond or imposition what
soever, and the English showed them no small kindness. After this
deliverance, Mr. Peden stayed in London and some other places in
England until June 1679, and went to Scotland the 22nd of the
same month, on that dismal day on which the Lord's people fell and
fled before their enemies at Bothwell Bridge. He was then forty
miles distant, when he kept himself retired until middle of the day,
when some of his friends sa"id to him, "Sir, the people are waiting
for sermon, it being the Lord's Day," to which he said "Let the
people go to the prayers; for I neither can or will preach this day,
as our friends are fallen and fled before the enemy at Hamilton,
and their blood is running like water."

In 1681 he married that singular Christian, John Brown, in the
parish of Moorkirk, in Kyle, to one, Isabel Weir. After the marriage
ceremony he said to the bride, "Isabel, you have got a good man
for your husband, but you will not enjoy him long. Prize his com
pany. and keep linen by you for his winding-sheet, as you will have
occasion for it when you least expect it, and it will be a bloody
one": which sadly came to pass in May, 1685. The said John
Brown was well-known by the name of the Christian Carrier, and
had long been sought for by the enemy. One day a party of soldiers
came to his house. He saw them at some distance, hastened into
the house, took a most affectionate leave of his wife, and entreated
her to give him up to God, being quite sure that death was now



The Gospel Magadne 499

at hand. The soldiers had no sooner entered the house but they
ordered him to kneel down upon the floor, and they shot him dead
that moment. One of them said to his wife, " What dost thou think
now of thy praying husband?" She answered, "I ever thought
much good of him, and there is little reason to think any worse of
him for what you have done." He replied, " But what if we should
lay thee alongside of him?" She said " So you would, if God would
give you leave." They then left the poor woman, a courageous,
faithful soul-but the Lord giveth strength according to our day.

IlL-VISITS TO IRELAND

Peden went to Ireland, where he preached in several places, and
in 1685, whilst still in that land, he heard of the many hardships his
countrymen were at that time undergoing in Scotland; and what
was most extraordinary, he then spoke of the death of Charles 11,
the news of which did not come to Ireland until some time after.
Surely the secret of the Lord is with them that fear His holy name!
After this he anxiously longed to be out of Ireland, having fearful
apprehensions upon his mind of that dreadful rebellion which broke
out there about four years afterwards, and greatly desiring to join
hands with his suffering friends in Scotland. Accordingly, he and
twenty more of the Scots sufferers went on board a ship which
was going to Scotland. He went upon deck, and prayed, there
being not the least wind. He made a particular rehearsal of the
times and places, when and where the Lord had helped them in
the day of their distress. He then said, "Lord, we are in a great
strait! Lord, give us a fair wind! Fill the sails, Lord, and let us
have a safe and swift passage .... come of us what will !" When
he began to pray the sails were all hanging straight down; but,
before he had done, they were all blown quite full, and they had
a fwift and safe passage over. After his arrival in Scotland, in the
beginning of 1685, he met with several remarkable deliverances from
his enemies. On one occasion, when he was fleeing from them on
horseback. he was forced to ride through a river, where he was in
imminent danger. After he had safely passed over, he said to them,
"Lads, do not, follow me; for I do assure you that you have not
got my ho-at, and you will be drowned, and then consider where
your landing will be." They were wise enough to take this warning,
and so he escaped for this time. A little after this, being closely
pursued. he was forced to take to a bog and moss before him.
One of the drag'oons, being bolder than the rest, ran himself into
that dangerous bog, where both he and his horse were swallowed
up, and never seen any more.

About this time, he preached in a sheep-house one Sabbath
evening (the hazard of the times affording no better place), upon
Amos 7: 8: "And I will set a plumbline in the midst of my
people, the house of Israel," etc. In his sermon he said: "I will tell
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you good news. Our Lord shall take a feather out of Antichrist's
wing; and shall bring down King lames and banish him out of
these kingdoms, and there shall never a man of the house of Stuart
sit upon the throne of Britain after him. For their treachery,
tyranny, and shedding the precious blood of the Lord's people, he
will surely be avenged of them. But O! Black will be the days
that will come upon Ireland! They shall travel forty miles and not
see a smoking house, nor hear a cock crow," etc. When he had
done, he and those who were with him lay down in the sheep
house and got a little sleep; and early the next morning he went
up by the side of a brook and stayed some time. When he came
back he sang Psalm 32, from verse 7 to the end, and then repeated
that verse:

"Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt
From trouble keep me free;

Thou, with songs of deliverance,
About shall compass me! "

Saying, "These and the following are the sweet lines which I got
at the water-side this morning, and I shall get more tomorrow,
and so shall get daily provision. He was never behind-hand with
any who put their trust in Him, therefore we will go on in His
strength, making mention of His righteousness, and of His only."

IV.-REMARKABLE DELIVERANCES AND PROPHECIES

At this time he met with a very remarkable deliverance, for the
enemy came upon him and some others, and they were pursued,
both by horse and foot, a considerable way. At last, getting some
ground of them, he stood still and said, "Let us pray here; for if
the Lord hear not our prayers, and save us, we are all dead men."
He then said, "Lord, this is thy enemy's day, hour, and power;
they will not be idle. Hast thou no other work for them but to
pursue us? Send them after those to whom thou wilt give strength
to flee, for our strength is gone. Twine them about the hill, Lord,
and cast the lap of thy cloak over old Sandy and these poor things;
and save us this one time and we will keeD it in remembrance, and
tell of it, to the commendation of thy goodness, pity, and com
passion, what thou didst for us at such a time." And in this he
was heard, for a cloud of mist intervened immediately between
them, and in the meantime a post come to the enemy, ordering
them to go in pursuit of Mr. Renwick, and a great company who
were with him. At this time it was seldom that Mr. Peden could
he prevailed upon to preach; but he exhorted the people to pray
much, frequently saying that it was praying people who should
get safely through the storm: that they would get preaching:
sufficient, and good preaching too; but they would not get much
good by it, until judgment was poured out, to lay the land desolate,
('te.
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In the same year, being in Carrick, John Clark of Murebrook,
being with him, said, "Sir, what think thou of this time? Is it
not a dark and melancholy day?" He said, "Yes, John, this is a
dark, discouraging time; but there will be a darker time than this.
These silly, graceless creatures, the curates, must come down; and
after them shall arise a party, called Presbyterian; but they will
have little more than the name; and these will as really crucify
Christ, as Christ was crucified without the gates of Jerusalem, on
Mount Galvary, bodily. I say, they will as really crucify Christ,
in His cause and interest in Scotland, and will lay him in his
grave, and he will lay as one buried for a considerable time. 0,
then there will be darkness and dark days, such as the poor Church
of Scotland never saw the like, nor ever shall see ag.ain, if once
they are over. Yea, John, this shall be so dark that if the people
would go between the east sea bank and the west sea bank, seeking a
minister, unto whom they would communicate their case, or tell
them the mind of the Lord concerning; the times, they will not be
able to find one." John asked where the testimony would be then?
He answered, "In the hands of a few, who will be despised and
under-valued by. all, but especially by the ministers who buried
Christ. But, nevertheless, He shall rise, and as many of them who
shall be alive, who were at His burial, shall be distracted and mad
with fear, knowing not what to do. Then, John, there will be glor
ious days, such as the Church of Scotland never saw the like. But
I shall not live to see them, yet you may."

A valuable relic of Peden, his Bible, passed into the hands of
Mr. James Mudie, Broughton Ferry, in the 19th century. It is a
copy of Beza's version, published in London, 1599, and profusely
embellished with wood-cuts. On the inside of the front board
there is this inscription: "Alexander Pedine my own hand, aet. 23
years, 1649." There are many family notices, among others this
record of a brother: "Mongo Pethein was born the 23 of Februar
1693, died in the Lord fift Apryll1709, and did hope unto salvation."
The weather-stained appearance of the well-thumbed volume would
seem to indicate that it was present at many a conventicle, on the
hillsides and moors of Scotland.

V.-LAST SERMON AND DEATH

His last sermon was preached at the Collimwood, near the water
of Ayr, a short time before his death. In the sermon, he said,
"Many a preaching hath God bestowed on thee; but, ere long,
God's judgment shall be as frequent as their precious meetings;
wherein he set forth his faithful servants to give faithful warnings
of the hazard of thy apostasy from God, in breaking, burning, and
burying his covenant; persecuting, slighting, and condemning the
gospel, and shedding the precious blood of his saints and servants.
God sent forth a Welwood, a Kid, a King, a Cameron, a Cargill,
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and others, to preach to thee; but, ere long, God shall preach to
thee by fire and sword! For he will let none of these men's words
fall to the ground." After much wandering from place to place,
through Kyle, Carrick and Galloway, his death drawing nearer, he
came to his brother's house, in the parish of Sorn, the place in
which he was born, where he caused a cave to be dug, with a willow
bust to cover the mouth of it, near to his brother's house. The
enemy getting notice, they searched the house carefully several
times, but found him not. While in his cave, he said to some friends
that God would make Scotland a desolation; that there would be a
remnant in the land, whom God would spare and hide. They
would be in caves and holes of the earth, and should be supplied
with meat and drink; and that when they should come out of their
holes, they should not find freedom to walk, for stumbling upon dead
bodies; and a stone, cut out of the mountains, should come down,
and God would be avenged upon the great ones of the earth, and
of the inhabitants of the land for their wickeness; and then the
Church would come forth in a state of g-reat prosperity. He wished
that God's people might be hid in their caves, as if they were not
in the world; for he was sure that nothing would do until God should
appear in His judgments. And withal he gave them this sign,
saying, "If I am only once buried, then vou may doubt; but if
oftener than once, then be persuaded that all I have said will come
to pass"; and he earnestly desired them to bury him at Ayr-Moss,
beside Mr. Cameron, that he might have rest in his grave, as he had
very little while living. This recalls an incident, when, one day,
being hard pressed by foes, weary and worn, Peden lay down on
the moor, near to Richard Cameron's grave, and wishing to die,
he said with tears: "Oh, to be wi' Ritchie (Richard)."
"Upon the wild and lone Airsmoss, down sank the twilight grey,

In storm and cloud the evening closed upon that cheerless dav;
But Peden went his way refreshed, for peace and joy were given,
And Cameron's grave had proved to him the very gate of heaven."
. " Treasury of the Scottish Covenant," p. 553, J. C. Johnson.

A little before Peden's death, early one morning, he left his cave
and came to his brother's door. His sister said, "Where are you
going? The enemy will soon be here." He said, "I know that."
" Alas! " said she, "what will become of you? You must go hack
to the cave again." He said, "I have done with it, it being dis
covered; but it is no matter, for within forty-eight hours I shall be
out of reach of all the Devil's temptations, and his instruments in
hell and upon earth, and they shall trouble me no more." About
three hours after he entered the house the enemy came. They
searched the cave, but found him not, and also searched the barn
without success. They then searched the house, and stabbed the
beds; but still they entered not the place where he was. After a
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weary pilgrimage, within forty-eight hours he became an inhabitant
of that land where the weary are at rest, in the sixtieth year of his
age. Thus departed Mr. Peden, so eminent for his piety, zeal, faith
fulness, and diligence in the faith of God's elect. He was buried in
the Laird of Affiack's isle; but a troop of dragoons came, who took
up his body and carried it two miles and buried it at the foot of
Cumnock gallows, among- other martyrs, after it had been forty
days in the grave where first laid to rest.

A GLORIOUS HARVEST

Let us cast upon the waters
Bread of life by Jesus given

Which may bring a glorious harvest
In the happy fields of Heaven.

Though the world may seem but rainless
Where the seed is on it thrown,

Yet the Lord will cause it blossom
In a way to us unknown.

We may trust the Holy Spirit
That the melted snows of spring,

Flooding from the distant mountains,
Fertilising growth will bring-.

Not alone is arid desert
Where the seed of God is sown,

Watered by His Holy Spirit,
Ripened fruit at length is shown.

Let us cast the seed so precious
Lavishly both far and near,

We shall see results in Heaven
If they are not garnered here.

All ye husbandmen of Jesus,
Work unceasing whilst ye may,

Bring your gifts and bring your treasures,
Soon the harvest will repay.

-REV. T. PITTAWAY,

Supplementary Hymns, Booklet No. 6.
Rodden Rectory, Frame.
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MASS VESTMENTS

THESE are the chasuble, the alb, etc., which have since (not before)
the Dark Ages been accounted in the Romish Church, some more,
some less, to possess sacrificial significance. When a Rornish Bishop
at an ordination puts the chasuble on a priest, he says: "Receive
the sacrificial vesture." These vestments have been twice declared
to be illegal in the English Church by the highest ecclesiastical
court of the realm.* Besides, as Bishop Guest, the most prominent
of the "old High" Churchmen in Elizabeth's day, wrote: "Be
cause it is thought sufficient to use but a surplice in baptizing,
reading, preaching, and praying, therefore it is enough also for the
celebrating of the Communion. For if we should use another gar
ment herein, it should seem to teach that higher and better things
be given by the other service, which we must not believe."

Some plead for the harmlessness of using special and distinctive
vestments at the Communion service on the ground that such a usage
prevails in the Lutheran Church. But the reminder only serves
to make clearer how unexceptionally questionable the associations
are with which the usage has been identified. For Luther's one
special doctrinal aberration was belief in Consubstantiation-the
theory that Christ is bodily present in the elements at the moment
when (not before or aftert) they are being received by the com
municant. The Church of England repudiated this theory in Article
XXIX, and in the last paragraph but one of Article XXVIII, and
therefore Church-people who would loyally uphold the truth of
these Articles are morally bound to resist the revival among us of
these distinctive vestments.

Re the Ornaments Rubric (the direction stated just in front of
the Order for Morning Prayer to the effect that " such Ornaments
of the Church and of the ministers thereof, at all times of their
ministration, shall be retained, and be in use, as were in this Church
of England, by the authority of Parliament, in the second year of
the reign of King Edward VI ') we must ask a few questions, inas
much as Ritualists, on the ground of this "rubric," call upon us
actually to own that a clergyman who does not officiate in robes
like the pre-Reformation Mass vestments, which remained still in
force in 1548, violates an express Prayer-Book injunction, or, at
least, to admit that the chief sacrificial robe, the chasuble, is allow
able, inasmuch as its use continued optional from 1549 to 1552.+

* In the Purchas and the Ridsdale cases.

t No potency, either, attaches to the words of consecration, according to this
theory, and the bread and wine undergo no change.

t Edward's accession was in 1547.
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Are they prepared to maintain that, during a period of about 300
years' duration, up to 1860, every Church of England clergyman
herein acted illegally?

Was not the 1552 Prayer-Book, which restricted the minister to
"a surplice only," taken as the basis of the Elizabethan 1559
Prayer-Book, in which the "rubric" first appeared?

Did not the "rubric" in 1559 contain the additional phrase:'
" According to the Act of Parliament set forth in the beginning of
this book"? and was not the 1559 Act of Uniformity the one re
ferred to? and did not Section 25 of that Act lay down the same
injunction as the" rubric"* does, in identical terms, "until other
order"? and did not Section 3 enact the 1552 Prayer-Book, which
had prescribed the " surplice only"?

Is it not a fact that the rubric introduced in 1559 lacked statutory
authority? that, whatever was the source from which it emanated,
it never received sanction of Parliament, like the rest of the 1559
Prayer-Book? and that the displacement of the 1552 rubric
(" surplice only") did not appear among the specified alterations in
1559?

Is there not contemporary evidence that the meaning of "be in
use" was" be in trust"-i.e., not appropriated for private ends and
purposes?

As for "other order," were not the "Queen's Advertisements"
(compiled mainly by Archbishop Parker) issued in 1566, prescribing
the surplice to the ministers of parish churches, the non-sacrificial
cope being permitted in cathedrals and college churches only? And
is not this direction reiterated in the Canons of 1603-1604 (James I)?

Although, when the Prayer-Book was again revised in 1662 under
Charles II (100 years after), the mention of the Act of Uniformity
(Elizabeth) was omitted from the " rubric," did not that Act remain
unrepealed all the same, inasmuch as it was incorporated into the
new enactment? Besides, does not the expression which was then
introduced-" at all times of their ministrations "-show that the
revisers had not" Eucharistic" sacrificial vestments in mind? Were
the pre-Reformation Mass vestments actually existent and produc
ible in 1662? and, if not, what explanation can be given that the
revisers meant to leave the Church-vestment customs exactly as they
found them, fortified as they were with the idea, then erroneously
accepted, that "certain notes," which were to be found appended
to the 1549 (Edward) Prayer-Book, and which mentioned the sur
plice C!.nly, governed that entire 1549 Prayer-Book?

----_._.._-- ._~------_.._----

* So that, in strictness, it was no rubric at all, but a memorandum of
reference.
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Above all, must we not be guided by the maxim, " Contemporary
explanation is the most conclusive in law")? Were not the Arch
bishops and Bishops (Parker, Grindal, Whitgift, etc.), who had been
mainly responsible for the 1559 Prayer-Book, continuously active
and determined to the end, as may be seen from their" Visitation
Papers," in the extirpation of the Mass vestments? Is it not also
true of those Bishops (including such "old High Church" ones as
Cosin and Sancroft), who were chiefly responsible for the 1662
Prayer-Book, that in their visitation inquiries they never asked
questions about any vestments except the surplice, hood, or scarf
(tippet) ?

What earthly evidence, in connection with this" rubric," can be
adduced in support of the idea of there having been all this time
an appointed and recognised vestiary maximum and minimum in
the Established Church, seeing that the wording is compulsory in
character, ordering and not simply permitting, and that the epis
copal authorities just alluded to, from their Visitation Articles follow
ing on the 1662 Prayer-Book, are known to have insisted upon the
absence of any "diminution" or "variation" from the statutory
standard of ornaments?

-The late Rev. J. WARREN, B.D. (Trinity College, Dublin) in
"Ritualism: Its Leading Tenets and Practices, Concisely
Reviewed," 1906, pp. 42-44.

THE HOLY GHOST REVEALS THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

AS THE ONLY SAVIOUR

HE is the one object they desire to behold; His is the voice they
desire to hear; and He is the only foundation on which they either
can or would build.

Thus is Christ glorified by them, seeing they want no other
Saviour, no other Shepherd, no other Friend. To the souls thus
taught, and guided into truth, He also beareth witness, gives to them
a testimony of their sonship, bears witness that they are the sons of
God (Rom. 8: 15), gives them the spirit of adoption, whereby they
cry" Abba Father," that is, as a child which a man adopts, takes to
himself, and brings up as his own, comes to have the feeling of a
child for a parent towards the person who has adopted him, so the

. Spirit of God causes a sinner to have the same filial feeling towards
his heavenly Father.-REv. A. HEWLETT, D.D., Sound Doctrine,
p. 103.
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NOVEMBER SALES OF WORK

Autumn is the time when most of the Sales of Work on behalf
of the Society are held, and it is a great encouragement to be able
to record that, up to the present time, these are proving as successful
as on former occasions. Indeed, from several centres, an increase
on the previous year's total has been reported, and the Committee
gratefully record their deep appreciation of the good work which
has again been carried out by the Society's helpers. New interest
awakened among some younger friends has been an encouragement
during the past months; and for every effort made by older friends
to stimulate fresh effort in this connection the warmest thanks of
the Committee are extended.

No better way could be found of spending the long winter even
ings than by undertaking some form of handicraft, by which articles
might be produced for sale on behalf of the Society; and this
suggestion is warmly commended to young friends as well as older
ones. Fresh working parties might be formed with this end in view,
and the General Secretary will give any help and advice on this
matter if required.

It is most desirable to recruit young people in the ranks of the
Society's helpers to take the places of those who have rendered
yeoman service in the cause. May the Lord put "the same earnest
care" for His aged people in the hearts of younger friends as has
been evident in years gone by, so that the I!~od work may continue
and grow.

The following Sales of Work will, God willing, be held in
November, and friends are heartily invited, where enabled, to be
present :-

Five Ash Down, Sussex, November 6th, Independent Chapel School
room, 2.15 p.m.

Bristol, November 13th, at 29 Oakfield Road, 3 p.m.

"Har\ey, 'Surrey, "November \?>t'n, "Prov'l(lence Cnapel 'Scnoolroom,
Victoria Road, 11 a.m.

Haslemere, Surrey, November 20th, Glover's Hut, Shottermill,
2.30 p.m.

Croydon, Surrey, November 28th, Adult School Hall, Park Lane,
10.30 a.m.
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THE PEACE OF GOD

The peace of God which passeth thought
By Jesus is made known

For those who have His mercy sought
And are His own.

For Christ they cast the world aside,
They glory in His Cross,

Though careless souls their faith deride
And count it loss.

They know that Christ has won for them
Upon the cruel tree

A sparkling glorious diadem
For all to see.

And when, at last, the blood-bought throng
Stands on the glassy sea,

There will sound forth the triumph song
Of all the free.

Rodden Rectory, Frome, Somerset. T. PrITAWAY.

THE LOVE OF JESUS

The love of Jesus who can tell,
Who can recount the story

Of Jesus coming down to earth
To show the Father's glory,

To manifest His love for us,
To suffer in the garden,

To die for us upon the cross,
And thus secure our pardon.

It passes all the bounds of thought,
Such love we cannot measure,

o let us give to Him our hearts,
And make His peace our treasure;

So shall we find whilst here below,
A sweet foretaste of Heaven,

And thank our God by holy lives,
With praise for sins forgiven.

In love for Jesus we will bear
This cruel world's deridin~,

Secure that in the peace He gives,
We have a sure abiding.

Henceforth for Him we bear our cross,
His holy Name confessing;

More precious than all worldly store
We reckon His rich blessing.

Rodden Rectory, Frome, Somerset. T. PITIAWAY.

,-

. ...
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LETTER OF REV. VVILLIAM ROMAINE

I AM very thankful for your account of brother K.'s sermon. There
is great need of such sound doctrine, and also of much prayer to
our God that He would be pleased to bless it; for the times are
very feverish: but He can, and He only can, cool and quiet the
inflamed spirits; and He only can keep us from the infection.

I am therefore of His party, and of no other: and though we be;
but a little army, yet we shall prove in the end the strongest side:
yea, come what mav upon this distracted world, He will keep us safe
from all evil. The persuasion of this makes us love Him-gives us
a zeal for His glory, and a holy sympathy with believers, and for
unbelievers.

In all which I have received great confirmation from Ezek. 9, in
which I find a fixed purpose to destroy the city, for the abominations
committed by priests and people. The execution is ordered, and
the destroyers have their commission; but they are not suffered to
act till the Lord Christ sets His mark upon His own people, of
whom not one was to be hurt. They were His sealed-His Spirit
had set on them the seal, and faith received the impression. Their
character as believers is beautifully drawn, ver. 4. They were
humbled, and mourning for unhumbled sinners, and crying and
praying to the Lord for mercy, for themselves and for a guilty land.'

In their number may I be found, and herein exercising my whole
system of Christian politics-grieved for my Lord's glory, grieved
for those who rob Him of it, and praying earnestly to Him, that
He would grant them repentance unto life; blessing at the same
time His dear name for the distinguishing mark of His love, that
He has enabled me to set my seal that God is true.

o my friend, we are as bad, as ripe for destruction, as Jerusalem
was; we have great reason to mourn before the Lord, and to pray
that He would spare this guilty land. Whatever He is going- to do
with us in the way of judgment, I know not; but I have infinite
reason to thank Him, that the destroying angel cannot hurt one on
whom is the mark.

I verily believe, without doubting, that He has sealed you also for
His own; and I can see the impression very legible on Mrs. T. May
the Spirit who made it render it every day mo-re plain and more
practical, especially by the blessed fruits mentioned, ver. 4, of the
holy mourners. That they may abound in a great harvest at
---, is the hearty prayer of
November 14th, 1792. W. ROMAINE.
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TEN THOUSAND MERCIES

READER, do you ask, "What mercies have I?" What mercies have
you? Why~ ten thousand. It is a mercy you are out of hell. It is a
mercy you know what a poor helpless wretch you are. It is a mercy
you find no home-no rest here. It is a mercy, yes, a wonderful
mercy, to know that Christ alone is all you want-that He only can
save you. Precious mercies are these! The Lord's own gift to the
Lord's own people, and to the Lord's own people only.

Therefore, beloved, cheer up; and test another course. Try the
Lord with praise, if you fancy prayer has done no good. "Try Him
with praise?" say you. "Why, it is the Spirit's work to do this,
for it is written, ' Whoso offereth praise, glorifieth me '; and how can
I, who have not the Spirit, offer praise? "

How dare you say, you have not the Spirit? That is the devil's
lie. Are you conscious of the mercies of which we are just now
speaking? You cannot deny it. Well, then, it is the Spirit that
gives you this knowledge. And, instead of your quibbling about
whether you have this, or are under the operations of that, go to the
throne with just what movement you have.

-Dr. D. A. DOUDNEY in "Sympathy" (1862), p. 140.

JOHN BUNYAN'S DELIVERANCE

BUT one day, as I was passing in the field, and that too with some
dashes on my conscience, fearing lest yet all was not right, suddenly
this sentence fell upon my soul, Thy righteousness is in heaven; and
methought withal, I saw with the eyes of my soul, Jesus Christ at
God's right hand: there, I say, was my righteousness; so that
wherever I was, or whatever I was doing, God could not say of me,
He wants My righteousness; for that was just before Him. I also
saw moreover, that it was not my good frame of heart that made
my righteousness better, nor yet my bad frame that made my
righteousness worse; for my righteousness was Jesus Christ Himself,
The same yesterday, today, anr./J for ever (Heb. 13 : 8).

Now did my chains fall off my legs indeed;' I was loosed from my
afflictions and irons; my temptations also fled away; so that from
that time those dreadful scriptures of God left off to trouble. me :
now went I also home rejoicing, for the grace and love of God; so
when I came home, I looked to see if I could find that sentence:
Thy righte'ousness is in heaven, but could not find such a saying;
wherefore my heart began to sing again, only that was brought to
my remembrance, I Cor. 1 : 30, Christ Jesus, who of Gold'is made
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctificOJtion, and redemp
tion; by this word I saw the other sentence true.
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For by this scripture I saw that the Man Christ Jesus, as He is
distinct from us, as touching His bodily presence, so He is our
righteousness and sanctification before God. Here therefore I lived,
for some time, very sweetly at peace with God through Christ;
Oh! methought, Christ! Christ! there was nothing but Christ
that was before my eyes: I was not now (only) for looking upon this
and the other benefits of Christ apart, as of His blood, burial, or
resurrection, but considering Him as a whole Christ! as He in
whom all these, and all His other virtues, relations, offices and
operations met together, and that He sat on the right hand of God
in heaven.

'Twas glorious to me to see His exaltation, and the worth and
prevalency of all His benefits, and that because now I could look
from myself to Him and should reckon, that all those graces of God
that now were green on me, were yet but like those cracked groats
and fourpence-halfpennies that rich men carry in their purses, when
their gold is in their trunks at home: Oh! I saw my gold was in
my trunk at home! In Christ my Lord a.nd Saviour. Now Christ
was all; all my wisdom, all my righteousness, all my sanctification,
~llld all my redemption.

UNION WITH CHRIST

Further, the Lord did also lead me into the mystery of union
with the Son of God; that I was joined to Him, that I was flesh
of His flesh, and bone of His bone; and now was that word sweet
to me in Eph. 5: 30. By this also was my faith in Him, as my
righteousness, the more confirmed in me; for if He and I were one,
then His righteousness was mine, His merits mine, His victory also
mine. Now could I see myself in heaven and earth at once: in
heaven by my Christ, by my head, by my righteousness and life,
though on earth by my body or person.

Now I saw Christ Jesus was looked upon of God; and should also
be looked upon by us, as that common or public person, in whom
all the whole body of His elect are always to be considered and
reckoned; that we fulfilled the law by Him, died by Him, rose from
the dead by Him, got the victory over sin, death, the devil, and hell,
by Him; when He died, we died, and so of His resurrection. Thy
dead men shall live, together with My dead body shall they arise,
saith He (Isa. 26: 19). And again, after two' days He will revive
us, and the third day He will raise us up, and we shall live Z1n His
sight (Hosea 6 : 2). Which is now fulfilled by the sitting down of
the Son of Man on the right hand of the Majesty in the heavens;
according to that to the Ephesians, And hath raised us up together,
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ lesus (Eph.
2: 6).

Ah! these blessed considerations and scriptures, with many others
of like nature, were in those days made to spangle in mine eyes;



512 The Gospel Maga<.ine

so that I have cause to say, Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in
His sanctuary, praise Him in the firmament of His power; praise
Him for His mighty acts: praise Him according to His excellent
greatness (Psalm 150: 1, 2).

ONE CAUSE OF HIS TEMPTATION

Having thus in a few words given you a taste of the sorrow and
affliction that my soul went under, by the guilt and terror that this
my wicked thought did lay me under; and having given you also a
touch of my deliverance therefrom, and of the sweet and blessed
comfort that I met with afterwards, which comfort dwelt about a
twelvemonth with my heart, to my unspeakable admiration: I will
now (God willing), before I proceed any farther, give you in a word
or two, what, as I conceive; was the cause of this temptation; and
also after that, what advantage, at the last, it became unto my
soul.

For the causes, I conceived they were principally two: of which
two also I was deeply convinced all the time this trouble lay upon
me. The first was, for that I did not, when I was delivered from
the temptation that went before, still pray to God to keep me from
the temptations that were to come; for though, as I can say in
truth, my soul was much in prayer before this trial seized me, yet
then I prayed only, or at the most principally, for the removal of
present troubles, and for fresh discoveries of His love in Christ,
which I saw afterwards was not enough to do; I also should have
prayed that the great God would keep me from the evil that was
to come.

Of this I was made deeply sensible by the prayer of holy David,
who when he was under present mercy, yet prayed that God would
hold him back from sin and temptation to come: Then, saith he,
shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great trans
gression (Psalm 19: 13). By this very word was I galled and con
demned quite through this long temptation.

That was also another word that did much condemn me for my
folly, in the neglect of this duty. Heb. 4 : 16 : Let us therefore come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
find grace to help in time of need. This I had not done. and
therefore was thus suffered to sin and fall, according to what is
written, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. And truly this
very thing is to this day of such weight and awe upon me, that I
dare not, when I come before the Lord, go off my knees, until I
intreat Him for help and mercy against the temptations that are
to come; and I do beseech thee, reader, that thou learn to beware
of my negligence, by the afflictions, that for this thing I did for
days, and months, and years, with sorrow undergo.

-JOHN BUNYAN, (( Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners."
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THE PERSON OF CHRIST

IT is very important to have some knowledge of the Truth con
cerning the Person of the Lord Jesus. One says:

"Oh, could we but with clearer eyes
His excellencies trace;

Could we His Person learn to prize,
\Ve more should prize His grace."

The following, taken partly from the Westminster Confession
and partly from other sources, is perhaps as clear and brief a descrip
tion of the complexity of the Person of Christ as it is possible to
convey in the imperfect vehicle of human language:

The Son of God, the second Person in the Trinity, being very
and eternal God, of one substance with and equal to the Father,
did, when the fulness of time was come, take upon Him the nature
of man, consisting of a true human soul and body, with all the
essential properties and common infirmities thereof, such as weari
ness, death, grief, hunger, etc., yet without sin. This body was
conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost in the womb of the
Virgin Mary; so that the two perfect and distinct natures, the
Godhead and the Manhood, were inseparably joined together in one
Person without conversion, composition or confusion, which Person
is Very God and Very Man, yet one Lord Jesus Christ, the only
Mediator and Saviour.

One effect of this union of two natures in one person is that what
pertains to each nature is ascribed to the whole person. The Lord
Jesus is eternal, yet the Lord Jesus died; the Lord Jesus is divine,
yet the Lord Jesus bled and suffered. His Person must never be
divided, and His nature must never be confounded. Divinity cannot
suffer, bleed and die; and Humanity is neither divine nor eternal
(without beginning or end), but in Him as the God-Man all divine
and human perfections meet.

-The late EDWARD CARR, Minister of Providence Chapel, Bath.

LORD'S DAY PROBLEMS

A VALUABLE new publication of the Lord's Day Observance Society
is entitled" YES ... BUT." In it Mr. H. J. W. Legerton answers
fifteen present-day questions about the Lord's Day. It deals with
Sunday Newspapers; Sunday and Non-Christians; Sunday Political
Meetings; Sunday Travelling; Sunday and Sabbath; Half-Sundays,
etc.

We feel that this is the very publication for which large numbers
have been looking, and we hope that it will have the largest possible
circulation (one shilling 24 pages, postage 3d.).
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BIBLICAL EXPOSITION

THE LAST WORDS OF JOB

SERMON BY THE REV. W. H. KRAUSE (DuBLIN)

SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT

(( 1 have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; but now mine eye
seeth thee: wherefore, 1 abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes."-Job 43: 5, 6.

THESE are the last words of Job on record. His had been a very
remarkable history; not, perhaps, so much for that with which a
common observer would be struck-the visitations of God providen
tially inflicted upon him-as for the discipline and the experience
of soul through which he passed; and this is the conclusion of it all :
(( 1 have heard of thee by the hearing Oif the ear, but now mine
eye seeth thee." "There is a light which bursts upon my soul, and
I now discover things in a point of view in which they never
before appeared to me."

And, brethren, these apprehensions, whatever they were, which
we are about to consider, seized upon the inner man, and brought
Job down in lowliness and self-abasement; for he uses this strong
expression, " I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." It is
quite evident, then, that some new and some powerful communica
tion was made to the mind of this man. You may, perhaps, be
ready to say, God was pleased to speak to His servant in a most
marvellous manner; God was pleased to make to pass in review
before his mind His power, His sovereignty, His g-overnment, as
displayed in the works of creation and of providence. But, dear
brethren, if this had been all, such a revelation mig-ht have frig-ht
ened him, but it never would have broug-ht the deep conviction to
the inner man of which he here speaks; it never would have made
him" abhor himself, and repent in dust and ashes."

I have selected this passage, brethren, for our consideration, not
for the purpose of calling your attention to the various experiences
through which this man of God went; but because I believe the
subject which our text presents to us is one which is eminently
practical, and applicable to ourselves, and to our own times.

It seems to me that it brings before us two different ways of
apprehending divine things; the one, the hearing of God with the
ear; the other, the seeing- of God with the eye.

The effects produced by this seeing- of God, in the case of Job,
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were such as to make a revolution in the whole of the inner man
" I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes."

I.-HEARING WITH THE EAR

In a very few words I shall dismiss the case of Job altog-ether;
but as introductory to the remarks which I have to make, as to the
bearing of this passage upon the present times, it may be well to
say a word or two upon the history of Job; and I would have you
remark, that when he speaks thus of his self-loathing, when he speaks
of the remarkable demonstration that was made to him so that
things appeared palpable, as it were, and evident to his bodily eyes,
we are not to suppose that Job previously to this time had been a
hypocrite; I cannot think that he meant to make such an acknow
ledgment as this: I have been a mere professor, I have been a rank
hypocrite, but God has now startled me, by most wonderful com
munications of Himself to my soul, so that I am altogether a
changed man.

There is such a testimony given to Job in the opening of this
chapter as at once silences such an objection. We believe him to
have been a man, who had been serving the Lord with the utmost
sincerity; we believe him to have been one who had a vast deal of
religious knowledge; and who had lent his ear to all the instruction
he could receive upon divine things; but there was to be a fuller
communication made to his soul; God was, as it were, to become
visible to his eyes; God was, as it were, to open out to him the
secrets of his own bosom, and to bring him into such contact with
the light, that he should see the deformity of"his own character.

vVe dismiss the case of Job, and we come to the consideration of
the bearing of this, passage upon ourselves. If ever there was a day,
brethren, when such a text as this, which opens out the distinction
between one kind of knowledge and another; between one kind of
hearing and another; if ever there was a day when it bore upon the
practices of men, it is the present. I do not hesitate to say, that
there never was a period since the Son of God appeared upon the
earth, when there was such large circulation of the Scriptures of
God as in our day. I do not hesitate to say, that there never was a
period, from the earliest days of Christianity, when there was so
much of the preaching of the Gospel, be it more or less fully, than
at this time-there never was a time when there was so much
discussion upon religious subjects; there never was a time when
our young people were more carefully instructed, or when they had
attained to such religious knowledge as in the present day. Now, the
painful, the lamentable fact, which brings us into the very heart of
our subject is this, that an honest man, an observing minister. who
knows something of character, and who knows something of hand
ling the Word of God honestly; such a man must have this lament-
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able fact forced upon his mind in the present day, that a large
a very large number of those who are basking in the sunshine of
privilege, have no experimental acquaintance with the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus.

Do not, brethren, suppose for an instant that we would presume,
or would desire to decide upon the eternal condition of any man
before God; we have learned enough of the Gospel of the grace of
God to know that no man in whom the pulse of life beats, is beyond
the reach of the sovereign, and almighty, and distinguishing grace
of God, though sin had been throbbing high and strong in his
heart to that instant. You are never to misunderstand us, as if we
were pronouncing upon the eternal condition of any man; but, the
Lord helping us, so long as we have a tongue to speak, we will
pronounce upon the inconsistent practices of men; and we will take
the liberty to go into the ranks of the professors of Christianity, and
to mark out such and such inconsistencies, such and such contradic
tions; and we will take leave to show how the practice goes against
the doctrine; and we will say to these professors, that whilst these
things continue we can never believe that they are in earnest; we
can never believe that there is any life at all in the soul. A man
may show me a dead carcass, and it may lie before me without the
slightest symptom of animation. There is no pulse-no breath-no
motion; I see it pale; I feel it cold; I touch it, but there is no
sensation. The by-stander tells me it is alive; I say to him, It may
be so, but I do not believe that it is; I see no evidence of it. Now,
brethren, this is exactly the case of which we have been speaking. I
do not say that the man is beyond the reach of the Lord's arm;
but I do say that so long as I cannot see any pulsation to indicate
that there is spiritual life, though there may be the garb of outward
profession, I cannot believe that the reality of the thing is there;
God may put it there; we pray that He may, if it be according to
His own purpose.

In turning to the Old Testament, I find a description given in
two places of the class of men to which we are directing your
attention. In the 29th of Isaiah, the Lord says, speaking by His
prophet, "This people draw near to me with their mouth, and
with their lips do honour me "-very respectable religionists, you
observe-" but have removed their heart far from me "-this is
beneath the surface-" and their fear toward me is taught by the
precept of men." This is the very thing of which we are speaking
" I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear."

Again, in the 33rd of Ezekiel, the Lord thus addresses the prophet,
" Son of man, the children of thy people still are talking against thee
by the walls, and in the doors of the houses, and speak one to
another, everyone to his brother." You observe they were speaking
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against the prophet, but did they say, Let us turn away from him;
let us not go again to hear him? What did they say? "Come, I
pray you, and hear what is the word that cometh forth from the
Lord. And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they
sit before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but they will
not do them; for with their mouth they show much love, but their
heart goeth after their covetousness." Such were their practices;
they liked to hear the prophet speaking; it was to them "a very
lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an
instrument"; they were very much pleased with the music, but
still they did not do the will of the Lord.

Now, brethren, the class of which we are speaking is not composed
of hypocrites; I make a great distinction between the men who, for
their own purposes, and for their own interests (God knoweth), are
keeping a mask upon their faces, and are desirous of being thought
to have what they really have not. The class of which I speak is
one to which I would give all credit for sincerity; the persons of
whom it is composed are anxious to attain to a knowledge of all the
things which concern the Lord. They are thrown, perhaps, into
contact with those who are very intelligent as to the truth of God;
they may have attained to such accurate knowledge as to be able
to give a most just criticism as to the word preached, or as to the
books which are published; but, with all this accuracy of knowledge
and of acquaintance with the truth of the Gospel, they have never
had any saving communication of it to the soul.

This is one of the most solemn subjects, brethren, than can be
brought before a congregation. Not that I think such people de
ceive themselves; I do not think that any man deceives himself as
to his condition before God. I can understand a man doing what
St. James speaks of, when he says, " deceiving your own selves." He
does not mean that they succeeded in doing it, but that they were
putting a cheat upon themselves; that, by a kind of cunning working
of the mind, they were trying to get away from the reality of the
thing. I do not believe that there is a man to be found who does
not know whether he is a servant of God or not. I am aware that
a great many of God's people become entangled in legal doubts and
fears sometimes; but I say, there is not an ungodly man in this
congregation who does not know well enough that he has not any
thing to do with Christ.

Now, brethren, mark the difference between this hearing and
seeing, as it is illustrated in the 4th chapter of St. John's Gospel.
That chapter tells us of a Samaritan woman who had a good deal of
knowledge. She was acquainted with the most important truth that
ever rested on a sinner's ear-she had learned that Messiah was to
come, which is called Christ; but when that same Messiah, of
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whom she had heard by the hearing of the ear, threw His truth as
a dart into her soul, and said, "I that speak unto thee am HE,"
directly she goes to her fellow-citizens, and the first thing she says
to them is, There is a man come to our city, "who told me all
things that ever I did; is not this the Christ?" Mark how she was
turned inside out. She did not run and say, Here is a wonderful
prophet; no, the truth so fastened upon her mind that she said,
" He told me all things that ever I did." See the difference between
the hearing of the ear, and the truth coming with power to the
heart. You may depend upon it, you know Christ when Christ
teaches you to know yourselves. We do not understand that heathen
maxim which heathen men applauded to the very skies, and which
they said came down from heaven, « Know thou thyself!" No
man knows himself who does not know Christ. Nor do we under
stand that system of theology which is so very popular in the world
in the present day, which would teach men that they are first to be
broken by the hammer of the law, and that then they are to be
brought to Christ. What we are sent to do is, to preach Christ;
to proclaim the sinners this truth, that Jesus is the Saviour..

Well, in the same chapter, the 4th of St. John's Gospel, we read
of those who listened to wh.at this woman had to say concerning
Christ; but afterwards they heard the word from our blessed Lord
Himself; and then we are told that they said to the woman, "Now
we believe, not because of thy saying, for we have heard Him
ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of
the world." The hearing of the ear would not do them any longer.

n.-SEEING WITH THE EYE

We have endeavoured to open out to you what this passage tells
us of, " the hearing of the ear"; we now come to the consideration
of the second part of our subject, in which Job says, "Mine eye
seeth Thee." It is quite evident, that some communication of the
Lord's character had been made to him. One of the most striking
instances in the whole of the Scriptures, of experience such as this,
is that of Paul the Apostle. He was no hypocrite, mark you. If
ever there was a sincere religionist in error, it was Saul of Tarsus.
He was a man who was possessed of much acquaintance with reli
gious truth; he was a devout man in his own way. But hear his
account of himself in the 1st of Galatians, "When it pleased God,
who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by
His grace,. to reveal His Son in me." You see how in all this he
acknowledges that the hand of the Lord was with him. This was
the turning point in his life. From that time there was a breaking
up of the whole inner man, there was a sending divine communica
tions into his soul which opened out the whole character of God,
in and through the Lord Jesus Christ.
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When Job speaks o£ having seen God with his eyes, we are not to
suppose that God had presented Himself to his senses in any visible
way. This would have only startled him; he would have said that
he had seen a spirit, and this would have made him run away from
the Lord. He meant that he had seen God with the eye of faith;
that he had been enabled by divine teaching to apprehend the
truth of God, and this brought him to the condition which he after
wards describes. And, 0 brethren, you recollect how the Scripture
speaks of these communications to the heart of a man. Why, to
hear some men speak upon this subject, you would suppose that this
was a matter which some of our giants in intellect have a greater
capacity for receiving than men of inferior minds; and accordingly,
we have to resist that argument, which is so common in the present
day, when men would bring to bear on us the whole battery of
human authorities. They go to their shelves; they take down their
volumes; they say to us, Read what this or the other great man
has written upon such and such subjects; see how he stands opposed
to your views; and then they tell us of their living authorities, and
they say, Surely you do not mean to say that such men could lead us
into error. Dear brethren, we must protest against this; we must
insist upon men ,and doctrines being brought to the standard of
God's Word. May the Lord give His people courage, in the present
day, to stand out against a whole phalanx of human authority!
What are all such authorities, if they stand against the truth of,
God?

Why, at this time, error, rank error, is finding its way into the
very vitals of our Church; and we are continually told that the men
who are leading on the van of that attack upon spiritual truth, are
pre-eminent in holiness, and godliness, and self-denial. And are
we to be moved when we hear these things? Nay, rather, if it
were a matter upon which we could smile instead of weep, we would
answer, Think ye, that the Prince of darkness has so little skill in
human affairs, that he is going to use blunderers, or that he is
going to use any instruments that will not tell upon the popular
mind? No such thing. He knows how to put upon himself the
garb of an angel of light, and you may depend upon it, he dresses
up in this same character the men whom he employs to do his foul
work against the truth of God. Therefore, we must protest against
this mode of handling such subjects.

The whole Scriptures teach us what a divine work it is which
brings the truth home to the heart of a sinner. It is no effort of
human intellect; it is not a man screwing up his understanding to
a certain pitch, but it is a Divine communication to the poorest, the
weakest, the most insignificant; so that the beggar in his rags, who
is taught to call Jesus Lord, is as much enabled to say this by the
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power of the Holy Ghost, as if he were a bishop in his robes, as if
he were a king seated upon his throne.

But how is that light shed into the sinner's soul? Turn to the
6th verse of the 4th chapter of 2nd Corinthians. An Apostle is here
speaking, a pupil of Gamaliel-no fool, mark ye !-and he says of
himself and of others, " God, who commanded the light to shine out
of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ." And
this same Apostle, when he opens out the vast amount of spiritual
knowledge which may be received into a spiritual mind, says, " God
hath revealed these things unto us by His Spirit." Time would fail
me to bring before you the numerous passages which teach us, that
where there is any light in the soul, it comes from above; that
where a man is turned to the Lord, it is the work of the Holy
Ghost, and that the channel through which the Holy Ghost invar
iably acts, is the communication of the things of Christ to the soul;
for in the 6th of John, our Lord says to the Jews, " It is written in
the prophets." 0 see how nothing can move the determinate
counsel and purpose of Jehovah, " It is written in the prophets.»
It is as if the Lord said, Mark it down in my book; it is my purpose,
that my whole family shall be "taught of God" Himself.

Your minister may be made the instrument-your friend may be
made the instrument-your Bible .may be made the instrument; but
neither your minister, nor your friend, nor your Bible can give you
life. "They shall be all taught of God. Every man, therefore,
that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me,"
says Christ. This is the way in which it is done. So that, if any
one in this congregation wants to know whether he is a saved man,
we can settle the matter with him at once. We cannot give to any
man the assurance that he is taught of God, so long as he is alien
ated from the life which is in Christ; therefore, the question is,
Have you come to Christ? Have you been brought to throw the
whole weight of your burden upon Him? You see, brethren, these
are plain facts. We pray that God may fasten His truth upon
your minds and hearts.

Now, mark the effects which Job describes, as consequent upon
this communication which was made to his soul. He says, " Where
fore I abhor myself." It was the communication of God's character
as love, and as " the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning," that made him abhor himself. You
see, when the truth of the Gospel is forced upon the mind, what a
turning upside down there is. When we say that God reveals
Himself, mark you! we are not Deists, we are not Socinians. We
speak of the only way in which the Bible speaks of God's revelation
of Himself, even in the face of Jesus Christ; there is no other way
in which God can be known. Therefore, wherever such a com-
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munication has been made to the soul, this consequence immediately
results from it, that the man abhors himself. It was this that laid
open to the view of the Apostle Paul the whole body of sin; it was
this that made him say, "I was alive without the law once, but
when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died"; died
under the law, mark you! And afterwards, he says, "0 wretched
man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death? "

This is the invariable consequence of receiving the truth of Christ.
It is not by any working upon the conscience that the man is
brought to abhor himself. I believe that conviction is an after stage
of Christian experience. It is the man who has learned something
of the responsibilities of Jesus, who knows what his own account
abilities are. Any of you who are alienated from Christ, who are
not sheltering under the shadow of His wings-if there be any such
amongst you-you have never given a serious thought to your
accountability before God; nor can you know the weight of respons
ibility that rests on an unsheltered sinner, until you have learned to
see the amazing sacrifice which was made for his redemption.

Job says that he abhorred himself. This is a very different reli
gion from that which is abroad in the world, and which would
teach men to be very well pleased with themselves. I find persons
looking into the mirror of their own graces, and their own evidences,
and they seem very well pleased with themselves when they can work
themselves up to a feeling of sorrow and of mourning for their sins
and short-comings. The abhorring which is spoken of in our text, is
an abhorring of our own righte'otUsness, and of our own unrighteous
ness; it is a self-loathing; it is not looking for a something in our
selves with which we are to be pleased, but it is putting it down as a
settled matter, that "in us, that is, in our flesh, there dwelleth
no good thing»,. and, therefore, there is no use in looking for it.
It is fixing the eye on the Lord Jesus Christ, finding in Him the
supply of all our wants, necessities, and responsibilities; in short,
all tha t can satisfy the soul.

But Job says farther, that" he repented in dust and ashes." We
are sometimes asked, Why is not repentance very much preached?
I will tell you, brethren, what is generally thought of repentance:
a man is sorry for his sins, and then he is very well pleased with
himself because he is sorry for them. Repentance in the Book of
God means a change of mind. It is a turning of the man from a
wrong course into a right one; it is an apprehension of God's
character, and it is a downright turning to the Lord. If you will
look at the last verse of the 7th chapter of Hosea, you will find
that there is such a thing as a man turning away from his sins,
but not turning to the Lord. I believe that there is a good deal of
this abroad in the world. A man may be driven from his sins by
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various circumstances; sometimes his tastes will alter; but the pro
phet's complaint is, "They return, but not to the Most High."
What does it matter if a man gives up his outward sins, if he does
not turn to the Lord? Why, he becomes a more respectable member
of society, but his soul will perish. If he does not know Christ, he
is a reputable sinner-a moral criminal-instead of being- a dis
reputable and an immoral one. Now, in Job's case, there was a
repenting in dust and ashes; there was a conviction of the evil, and
there was a downright turning to the Lord; and, brethren, these
are the effects of a saving knowledge of Christ.

In conclusion, let me make two or three remarks. In the first
place, do not imagine from what I have been saying, that I would
for a moment disparage head-knowledge; I wish there was more of
it, and I will tell you why: if a man is not brought to a saving
knowledge of Christ in his own soul, if he is not taught by the teach
ing of God's own Spirit, that the blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son,
cleanseth us from all sin, his head-knowledge will not save him;
but I will tell you what it will do. When the Apostle Paul was at
Rome, he wrote a letter to Philippi, in which he said, There is a
great deal of Gospel preaching; some preach Christ of envy and
strife, "of contention, not sincerely"; others preach Him "of love
and of good will." Now, he says, In whatever way Christ is made
known, I make the best of it, and I say, " I therein do rejoice, yea,
and will rejoice."

Head-knowledge is a great barrier in the present day against the
errors that are abroad iri the world, and I am glad to have a good
barrier of sound doctrine reared up against the falsehood and error
which abound on every side. But, brethren, if a man has nothing
more than this, his soul must perish. It is possible to be very much
puffed up with head-knowledge, but yet not to have been savingly
taught the truth of God. This is a matter which is deeply practical.

The greatest stumbling-black-and I say it to a congregation in
which truth, I thank God, is known-the greatest stumbling-block
which can be put in the way of God's servants, God's ministers (I
speak of myself, if you will)-we who know that we preach sound
truth, and who are not afraid to say it, not boastingly, but to the
praise of the glory of God's grace-I say the greatest stumbling
block which can be put in our way is the inconsistency of pro
fessors. The men of the world are watching, and the men of the
world are saying, There is one of your people; they know all about
the doctrine; they read this book, and they read the other book;
and they hear this preaching, and they hear the other preaching,
and they will not be satisfied with false doctrine; and yet see how
inconsistent they are; they can talk of the truth, and they can
appear to be very active and very anxious about the souls of others,
but look at their conduct.
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You remember Jehu's story. Come into my chariot, he says to
Jehonadab, "come with me and see my zeal for the Lord." . He
went and he slew Baal's worshippers by hundreds, and that poor
wretched man was himself an idolater afterwards. Brethren, such
inconsistency is a stumbling-block in the way of God's truth. It does
not move us, if men tell us that ninety-nine out of every hundred of
such professors are living in sin. And I will tell you why. If I once
admitted such an argument as this, that I am to judge of the truth
of the doctrine by the numbers of those who walk consistently with
the profession which they make, then I must be prepared to admit
another argument, which I can by no means admit, that the men
who are pointed out to us as being so very quiet, and meek, and
devout, and pious, and laborious, must necessarily hold sound
doctrine, just because they are such very holy men. The truth of
God stands by itself, and we cannot allow it to be judged by the
conduct of men. But, brethren, we say it is painful to those who
hold the truth of God, when they find men of the world throwing
their missiles against the truth, when they hear them say, Look at
the conduct of the professors of sound doctrine. We feel it much
for the sake of the professor; we believe we feel it more for the sake
of those to whom occasion is given to use such an argument against
God's truth. And here let me say one word to the young.

M y dear young friends, you know that it is in honesty of heart,
in the depth of sincere and affectionate love to your souls that I
speak to you. Much-much-of the stumbling-block of which I
speak ,arises from the conduct of the young. They are instructed;
they are intelligent; they are accurate; and when, with a large
amount of Scriptural knowledge, with an accurate discrimination
of doctrine; when our young people are seen to be inconsistent in
their conduct, worldly in their manners, in their habits, in their
pursuits-I was going to add one word more-seeking to follow one
of the worst characteristics of the world, in their dress; when these
things take place, and when there is impatience of parental control,
a desire of independence, a proudness of spirit, a determination that
they will go alone; I say when these things occur, damage, as far
as you can do it, is occasioned to the Lord's cause, and to the Lord's
servants. We expect that this word will be taken as it is meant
affectionately.

We live in a day when there are many temptations, and we warn
young and old upon these matters. Remember, wherever there is a
genuine work in the soul, there will be a self-lothing; and you may
depend upon it, that the first utterance of the renewed mind of
St. Paul, will be that of every renewed heart amongst us, "Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?" It is not that you will rely on
your doings or your evidences; but we say, to you who believe,
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Jesus is precious, and there is no spring so powerful or energetic in
the soul for the regulating of conduct, as having Jesus dwelling in
the heart by faith.

November 23rd, 1851.

UNION WITH ROME

To speak of " Union with Rome" is to reveal a startling ignorance
of her real character. No man in his senses, enjoying the privileges
of a Protestant Church and country, would think of putting himself
or his country under the power of the greatest tyranny the world
ever saw, if he knew its tme character. But it is just because she
hides her tme character here that so many are hoodwinked;
and perhaps the best argument to convince Englishmen who are
leaning Romewards of the absolute madness of their course, would
be a few months' sojourn in some inland town in South America.
There they can see the system and its effects after nearlv four
hundred years of absolUte power-poverty and ignorance, supersti
tion, immorality and rank infidelity, are rampant everywhere.
-THE REV. C. S. ISAAcsoN M.A., Rome in Many Lands, 1904,
page 179.

" GOSPEL l\lAGAZINE " FUND

The Trustees of " The Gospel Magazine" gratefully acknowledge the receipt
of the following donations to the Fund: Mr. T. L. Evans 7/-; Mr. and Mrs.
W. N. Spitler £1 8s.

IT' S REVIVAL TIME! If you require Piano-Accordians, Tape Recorders,
Record Players, Electronic Organs, Sound Equipment, and other Musical

Instruments, write for details to: HENRI'S, Newark 3, Notts.

THE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of special
gravity and pressing need, we turn to our kind supporters, and to others

who have not previously helped us. for a special effort on behalf of our poor
fl'iends. We have abDut 125 of them Dn our books. They have SD much
appreciate<! yDur kind help in fDrmer years, and we plead for the necessary
means tD cheer and cDmfort their hearts and confirm them in the faithfulness
of their Covenant GDd.-The COMMITTEE, Hon. Sec., Mrs, A. C. LEWIN,
Rehoboth, Upper Green, St. Helens, Isle of Wight.

WANTED-WiJliam Huntington's works (sets or odd vols.), and o.f Philpot,
also Sermons by Daniel Smart and Sears.-The Evangelical Library,

78a Chiltern Street, LondDn, W.1.
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DEAR FRIENDs,-On behalf of the Foreign Aid Committee, I would
desire to return very warm thanks to all Gospel Magazine friends for
the kind and constant interest shown, and the generous help given
in many ways, in the endeavour to aid the very needy Protestants
in Spain and Italy during yet another past year.

I say" needy," not from hearsay, but from personal communica
tions from friends in these lands, from their letters of thanks, and
from requests which are often sent on behalf of some other brother
or sister in their congregation who is known to be needing some
garment or other, and which is quite out of their reach financially.

One such request has reached us, for clothes for an old Italian
colporteur. He is short and stout, they say, and would be grateful
for anything we may be able to find for him.

Again, here is a short extract, from an old lady in Spain. She
writes: " I have opened the parcel and have distributed some of the
things. All are very useful and good. I gave a winter dress to one
young woman who had hoped to receive clothing from above, as she
had nothing for winter wear. The Lord knows for whom each
garment is needed, and He guides me in the distribution of the
same."

She goes on to say (although nothing to dQ with clothing, but
which is good to include): "One young woman, rich in faith of
whom we marvel, found the Lord when a great trial, when she was
abandoned by her husband. In answer to prayer, we saw his return
to their home, to her, and their two daughters."

Well, now another winter is fast approaching, and I take this
oportunity of asking for the continued support and help, in the way
of clothing for winter weather, so that we may, if it be the Lord's
will, continue to send relief to these poor people.

Will friends please send all gifts to: Foreign Aid Committee,
8 York Villas, Brighton 1, Sussex.

WIDOW MARY's ORPHAN FUND

We are now able to send regular help to the four orphan children,
for whom we appealed. If any friend desires a cash statement, one
will be gladly sent on request.

Yours in His Service,

THEODORE R. PAYNE.
Foreign Aid Committee,

8 York Villas, Brighton 1.
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DAVID AND THE TEMPLE

DAVID had lost seventy thousand of his subjects, but the prophet of
God was spared to him, and came with the word of the Lord. The
king was to go to the threshing floor of Ornan and build an altar,
and sacrifice to God with Whom was forgiveness-" There is for
giveness with Thee"; " Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee."

God only could judge how much pride there was in his counting
his people, how much confidence in weapons of war. We are apt
to judge ignorantly, maliciously, and we can never get away from
our native pride. What forgiveness can match that?

David did what the Lord told him and God accepted him, sending
fire from heaven to burn up his offering (1 Chronicles 21 : 28) and
staying the plague.

Ornan wanted to give David all that was necessary; but David
insisted on buying-first, for the threshing floor only; later for the
estate (1 Chronicles 22 : 25).

Then said David, " This is the house of the Lord God, and this is
the altar of the burnt offering for Israel." For years David had
longed to build a temple for God; now he saw the foundation, i.e.
the preparation, actually in front of him. God was about to answer.
Very gracious-how condescending it was really-Thou" hast not
withheld the request of my lips." The site for the temple must ever
be a reminder that his sin was put away.

Knowing this, seeing it, feeling it, he at once prepared the where
withal, commanded to gather" masons to hew wrought stones," and
sent for Solomon. What vast preparations followed! "The house
that is to be builded for the Lord must be exceeding magnifical ...
thousands of talents of gold as one item," and "thou mayst add
thereto."

For anything to be added differed from the making the tabernacle
of Moses. In the building of David's (or rather Solomon's) "thou
mayst add thereto"-lions, oxen, bases, cherubim. "Beneath the
lions and oxen were certain additions made of thin work" (1 Kings
7 : 29). I wonder what Bunyan would tell us what this" thin work"
spiritualised is. Certainly at the present time it is additions of thin
work that keep congregations together.

-FOLLOWER-ON.

THE HAPPY DAY DIARY, 1958

WE have received The Happy Day Diary, /958, price sixpence (or
with cloth cover, ninepence), postage 3d. It is a helpful publication,
beautifully got up, with a daily text, 68 pages and cover. Quantities
can be ordered-Publications Dept., Lord's Day Observance Society,
55 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.
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LOURDES, 1958
A tremendous campaign in England is planned by Roman

Catholics for February, 1958.

It is ostensibly announced to inaugurate the centenary of the
occasion (February 11th, 1858) when the so-called" Lady of the
Immaculate Conception" is said to have appeared at Lourdes to
an ignorant girl of fourteen, Bernadette Soubirous.

A great" Five Halls Festival" is to take place on February 10th,
1958. The five halls are the Royal Albert HaIl, London; the Free
Trade Hall, Manchester; the Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool; the
Town Hall, Birmingham; and St. George's Hall, Bradford.

ROMAN CATHOLIC AIMS

The aims announced by the Roman Catholic organisers are:

1. To initiate the centenary year of Lourdes;

2. To "honour our blessed Lady";

3. To achieve a high artistic and cultural standard (there is an
nounced the appearance of prominent figures in the literary,
musical, and theatrical world; a first public performance of a
Cantata specially composed for the occasion; and a dramatic
representation of the story of Lourdes by Mr. Hugh Ross
Williamson, who in 1955 left the Church of England for the
Church of Rome).

But all this is evidently designed for the fourth aim, which is
announced as:
4. "By this means to attract the attention of non-Catholics and

remind them of. our Lady's special place in the story of
Redemption."

...... It is to be Roman Catholic propaganda on a great scale.
..... A colour film on Lourdes is to be issued. Some scenes are stated

to need 10,000 people. A reconstruction of Lourdes a hundred
years ago will be built for the purpose.

l')ilgrimages to Lourdes, which is in the south of France towards
the Pyrenees, will be stepped up, and some three million pilgrims
are expected next year.

I t is, we think, important for English people to know something
of the origin of this modern cult.
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THE FORERUNNER OF LOURDES

It is not usually known that there was a forerunner of Lourdes.
This was La Salette, which held first place in French worship of the
Virgin Mary. The Virgin was said to have appeared to two
children, a girl of fourteen and a boy of twelve, in a ravine close
to the valley of La Salette. The story of the alleged miraculous
appearance attracted thousands of pilgrims to bathe and drink at
a so-called miraculous source.

But the cult collapsed-the boy proved unsatisfactory, and a
certain Mdlle. de Lamerliere, who was accused of having concocted
the miracle, lost her case when she took proceedings against her
accusers.

But a connection can be traced between La Salette and Lourdes.
When there was belief in La Salette, the village Roman Catholic
priest of Lourdes used to describe to the children the wonder of the
lady in dazzling robes who appeared to the girl of fourteen and
the boy of ten, and he would tell of a spring which had sprung
from the Virgin's tears, a spring which cured all ailments. To this
story Bernadette of Lourdes listened, and in addition the village
priest used to say that Bernadette always reminded him of the
children of La Salette. This no doubt prepared the way for Berna
dette's "visions."

THE "VISIONS"

Bernadette Soubirous w,as a poor peasant girl of fourteen, very
ignorant through lack of early education.

On Thursday, February 11 th, 1858, she was sent by her parents
to gather sticks. Two or three other girls who went with her crossed
a ,tream, crying out that the water was very cold. Bernadette was
afraid, and was left behind. Then, gazing at the rocky hill beyond
the stream, she" saw" a lady dressed in white at the opening of
the grotto, who smiled and invited her to come. Bernadette crossed
the stream, knelt, and recited the rosary. She had the same vision
the following Sunday and Thursday, and was told to come every
morning for a fortnight. Crowds gathered, full of excitement, but
they saw nothing but the girl on her knees.

In the next month-March-the lady asked for a chapel to be
built on the site, and, after repeated requests for her name, said
" I am the Immaculate Conception."

The fanaticism of the peasants led to the organisation of the rlew
cult of" Notre Dame de Lourdes." Afterwards it was exploited. and
commercialised by the religious Orders, the parish priest of LOllrde~

being displaced and dying of a broken heart.
(To be continued).


