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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 

comforted of God."-2 CoRINTHIANS i. 4. 

MORNING PRAYER 

"It is of the La;rd's mercir.s that we are not consumed, 
-because His compassions fail not. 

They are new every morning; 
-great is Thy faithfulness. 

The Lord is my portion, saith my soul, 
-therefore will I hope in Him." 

-The Lamentations of Jeremiah 3: 22-24. 

WE often feel the need of a prayer at the begin,ning of a day. With 
David we say to our God : 

" My voice shalt Thou hear in the morning, 0 Lord; 
In the morning will I direct my. prayer unto Thee, and will 

look up" (Psalm 5 : 3). · . . 

But we constantly feel the need of guidance as to what we shall pray. 
The late Miss Ruth Cowell (" R" of The Gospel Magazine) was 

accustomed to use daily Charles Wesley's beautiful hymn, which he 
entitled "A MoRNING PRAYER" and which .James Montgomery de
clared was "one of Charles Wesley's loveliest progeny." 

~ 
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A MORNING HYMN 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ, the true and only Light, 

Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
Triumph o'er the shades of night; 

Day-spring from on high, be near
Day-star, in my heart appear. 

Dark and cheerless is the morn, 
Unaccompanied by Thee; 

Joyless is the day's return, 
Till Thy mercy's beams I see, 

Till Thou inward light impart, 
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

Visit, then, this soul of mine, 
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief, 

Fill me, Radiancy Divine, 
Scatter all my unbelief; 

More and more Thyself display, 
Shining to the perfect day. 

-Charles W esley, 1740. 

William Romaine used to repeat Psalm 121. 

We read of a miner, father of a well-known evangelist, who, as 
he lifted the latch of his cottage door in the early morning to go 
out to his work, would say aloud another of Charles Wesley's 
hymns: 

Forth, in Thy Name, 0 Lord, I ge 
My daily labour to pursue; 

Thee, only Thee, resolved to know, 
In all I think, or speak, or do. 

The task Thy wisdom hath assigned 
0 let me cheerfully fulfil ; 

In all my works Thy presence find, 
And prove Thy good and perfect will. 

Thee may I set at my right hand, 
Whose eyes my inmost substance see, 

And labour on at Thy command, 
And offer all my works to Thee. 

Give me to bear Thy easy yoke, 
And every moment watch and pray; 

And still to things eternal look, 
And hasten to Thy glorious day. 
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For Thee delightfully employ 
Whate'er Thy bounteous grace hath given, 

And run my course with even joy, 
And closely walk with Thee to heaven. 

-Charles Wesley, 1749. 

This hymn was entitled " For Believers befOtre W ark." 
In the Church of England's Order for Morning Prayer there is 

what is called "The third Collect, for Grace." It is an ancient 
prayer, going back some thirteen or fourteen hundred years. In it 
the worshipper thanks God "Who has safely brought us to the 
beginning of this day." He seeks for himself in the course of the 
day the protection of God's mighty power, praying that " this day 
we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger." Knowing 
his own insufficiency, he asks that all his doings may be " ordered 
by God's governance " to do always that is righteous in His sight. 
To this prayer and its helpful thoughts we wish to return after 
looking at the passage in the Lamentations of Jeremiah. 

THE LORD'S MERCIES ARE NEW EVERY MORNING 

If we look at the Lamentations as a whole we will find that 
chapters 1 to 4 are alphabetical in form. The Hebrew alphabet has 
22 letters. In chapters 1, 2 and 4 a verse is given to each letter; in 
chapter 3 three verses are connected with each letter of the alphabet 
-hence the 66 verses. In the passage we quote as a text we have 
verses 22, 23, 24, each beginning with the Hebrew letter Kheth. 
Hence we take the three verses together. 

The prophet and poet began by saying" It is of the Lord's mercies 
that we are not consumed." This was true of Jeremiah, who in this 
chapter gives expression to his own sorrows. He had been put into 
the dungeon (Jeremiah 38), and in the famine of bread in the city 
he had been likely to die for hunger. But the Ethiopian, Ebed
M elech, had been the means of his rescue. ''It is of the Lord's 
mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassio-ns fail no.t " 
(verse 22). 

The prophet said next that the Lord's mercies or compassions 
were "new every morning," adding "great is Thy fm~thfulness" 
(verse 23). The Lord's mercies failed not because they were new 
every morning, constant, perpetual, renewed daily, never ceasing. 
The fact of God's great faithfulness was another reason why His 
compassions failed not. 

Finally, the prophet said" The Lord is my portion.; therefore will 
I hope in Him" (verse 24). He felt sure in his inheritance in the 
Lord, and expressed his firm confidence for the future. 

The children of God can use the same language. It is true that 
they may suffer in the body, that they may be called upon to lose 
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material comforts; it is true that they may at times lose in themselves 
the joy of their salvation; but it is also true that the Lord will never 
forsake His people-His compassions fail not; they are new every 
morning; great is His faithfulness; the Lord is their portion. They 
can, therefore, say: "It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not 
consumed .... I will hope in Him." 

The Lord's mercies to His people are from everlasting to ever
lasting-His eternal choice of them in Christ, His covenanted 
blessings in Him, their redemption by Christ, their call and regener
ation by His Spirit, their preservation, their assured salvation. He 
is faithful. He will never leave nor forsake them. Where He has 
begun the good work He will complete it to the day of Christ. 

0 what everlasting blessings God outpoureth on His own ! 
Ours by promise true and faithful, spoken from the eternal throne; 
Ours by His eternal purpose ere the universe had place; 
Ours by everlasting covenant, ours by free and royal grace. 

-Frances Ridley Havergal (Aug. 12th, 1871). 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND'S PRAYER 

We return to the Church of England prayer used in the morning 
in Common Prayer. It has three main thoughts, which might well 
form a suggestion of the lines of an early morning- individual 
prayer. 

I.-HEARTY PRAISE OF GOD 

Firstly, there is an Acknowledgment of God and Hearty Praise 
that God has brought us safely to the beginning of the day. God 
has declared " Whoso offereth Me praise glorifieth M e " (Psalm 
50 : 23). So the child of God will desire to give hearty praise to 
God at the beginning of the day. 

In the Church of England prayer we address God as « 0 Lord, 
our Heavenly Father ''-we come as children adopted in His family 
in Christ Jesus, recalling the words of the Lord Jesus: "If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more shall your heavenlv Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask Him?" (Luke 11 : 13). We also address God as" Almighty " 
the One Who has all-sovereign rule, Who has power; and is able 
to do more than we ask or think (God encouraged Abraham with 
the words "I am the Almighty God," El Shaddai, the All-sufficient 
One "-Genesis 17: 1). We also address Him as "Everlasting 
God "-He is from everlasting to everlasting, He never slumbers 
nor sleeps, He is " the same yesterday and today and for ever." 
Such is H e " Who has safely brought us to the beginning of the 
day," and in the nature 'of the address and in the acknowledgment 
of His providence there is a thought which speaks the continuance 
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of His mercies, a thought which encourages us and cheers in 
coming to Him for new mercies during another day. 

New every morning is the love 
Our wakening and uprising prove; 
Through sleep and darkness safely brought, 
Restored to life, and power, and thought. 

New mercies, each returning day, 
Hover around us while we pray; 
New perils past, new sins forgiven, 
New thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven. 

John Keble, 1827. 
H.-PRAYER FOR DIVINE PROTECTION 

Secondly, there is Prayer for His Divine Protection. The child of 
God is taught of God to know and feel his own insufficiency, weak
ness, defencelessness. His desire is "to walk humbly with God." 
So he calls upon God for His protecting Hand, His defence, His 
divine aid for the day before him. H e knows that he needs God's 
presence and mighty power, and he says, with Moses, " If Thy 
presence go not with me, carry us not up hence" (Exodus 33: 15). 
He would not go into the day except as guarded by Almighty power 
and guided by God's all-seeing eye. 

He knows that during the day there will be men of the world to 
tempt him, business perhaps of a kind to ensnare him, " cares, 
riches, pleasures of life" to choke the Word, temptations, pitfalls, 
and all the while " the devil as a roaring lion walking about, seeking 
whom he may devour." So, over arid above the general prayer for 
God's defending with His mighty power, he adds two particular 
petitions, "And grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run 
into any kind of danger." He places first a petition against falling 
into sin. Sin is placed before danger. He would be kept from all 
sinful compliance with the world, from everything that displeases 
God and grieves His Holy Spirit. 

Then, knowing the dangers of life-the accidents, injuries, 
violence, thefts, murders, calamities of all kinds, sicknesses, diseases, 
etc.-he prays a second particular petition, " And grant that this 
day we fall into no sin, · neither run into any kind of danger." 
He prays to be kept from temporal evil, harm to the body. And in 
the expression " run " there is a suggestion of one's own folly as 
perhaps like thoughtless children we carelessly rush into peril of one 
kind or another. 

III.-PRAYER FOR GOD's GOVERNANCE 

Thirdly, there is a Prayer for God's Governance-" but that all 
our doings may be ordered by Thy governance, to do always that is 
righteous in Thy sight." 
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Such a prayer is not in the heart and mind of the natural man. 
" There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, 

But the end thereof are the ways of death." 
-Proverbs 14: 12. 
-Proverbs 16 : 25. 

" All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; 
But the Lord weigheth the spirits." -Proverbs 16: 2. 

"A man's heart deviseth his way: 
But the Lord directeth his steps." -Proverbs 16: 9. 

"Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: 
But the Lord pondereth the hearts." -Proverbs 21 : 2. 

The child of God is guided in God's Word to submit all to God's 
governance. 

" Commit thy way unto the Lord; 
Trust also in Him; 
And He shall bring it to pass." 

" Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 
And lean not to thine own understandin~. 
In all thy ways acknowled~e Him, 

-Psalm 37: 5. 

And He shall direct thy paths." -Proverbs 3 : 5, 6. 
" Commit thy works unto the Lord, 

And thy thoughts shall be established." -Proverbs 16: 3. 
The child of God knows how insufficient he is of himself, how all 

his own righteousnesses are as filthy rags in God's si~ht. He seeks 
God's control, guiding, direction, governance. He says: 

Direct, control, suggest this day 
All I design or do or say, 
That all my powers with all their might 
In Thy sole glory may unite. 

Bishop Ken, 1697, revised 1709. 
We trust that we have been enabled of God to make at least some 

suggestion which may be of help in the early morning prayer of a 
child of God. At the start of the day we need to remind ourselves 
that the Lord's compassions fail not, that great is His faithfulness, 
that He is the portion of our soul; that in His Son Jesus Christ we 
are accepted, forgiven, justified, preserved. If we are assured (as 
we are) in His Word that this is so, we can ask Him to help •us 
"to ponder His never-ceasing love." We can come with hearty 
praise and thanksgiving to Him that He has safely brought us to 
another day. We can pray for His Divine Protection through the 
day that by His mighty power He will keep us from falling into sin 
or running into any kind of danger. Thus encouraged by Him, we 
can commit our whole life and doings to His gracious, all-wise, 
Sovereign ~overnance. w.D.s. 
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE 

THE FRENCH LESSONS 

WHEN the time came for Mr. Roberts to retire from his London 
business, he took his wife to live in one of the South Coast resorts, 
away from the turmoil of City life. Their three sons were all in 
different posts in London, and it was arranged that the three should 
live together. The Roberts boys were fond of each other, and the 
plan worked well enough. Philip, the youngest, was eighteen; David 
and Guy were a few years older, perhaps twenty and twenty-three. 
The younger boys were pleasant and obliging, though inclined to be 
thoughtless; and it was not surprising that they made the most of the 
freedom from home restrictions that now was theirs. 

Guy, of course, had no authority over the other two, but as the 
eldest he did feel some responsibility for his young brothers. He 
himself was a Christian, and outside his daily work he found plenty 
to do in the " ragged " schools and the Sunday-school; for those 
were the days when the streets were full of dirty, barefooted lads, 
really in rags, and without any schooling, often without any homes. 
Guy sometimes felt that he knew more about these boys than he did 
about his own brothers. For though the three were always on good 
terms, Guy never knew what David and Philip did with themselves 
in the evenings, for instance; they always had something to rush off 
to, night after night. On Sundays, at first the brothers went to 
church together, as they always had done as a family; but first 
David made excuses, and then Philip, till before long both of the 
younger boys had given up any outward form of religion. 

Guy was often concerned about David and Philip. It is difficult 
for one brother to tackle another about religious subjects, and Guy 
was always afraid that he would say the wrong thing, especially as 
the least attempt was met with coldness. But the elder brother felt 
his responsibility; he often turned the matter over in his mind, pray
ing that he might not. miss any opportunity. 

As the winter came on, Guy hit upon a plan to keep more in touch 
with his brothers. He suggested that in the long cold evenings he 
might begin giving them French lessons. Perhaps Guy had been in 
France; at any rate, he was good at French, and could speak it well. 
The offer did not interest David; but Philip accepted it eagerly, 
proposing to bring his friend Norman to share the lessons. 

All through the winter the evenings were enlivened by the French 
lessons. Philip and Norman were full of high spirits, and had much 
fun and laughter over their attempts to read and speak the French 



488 The Gospel Maga<.ine 

language. Indeed, all the three, both teacher and taught, were often 
convulsed with laughter! But Philip and Norman both became quite 
keen about the lessons, and at last they begari to enjoy reading 
French classics with their teacher. 

Guy now bought two French New Testaments. Putting Philip's 
name in one and Norman's in the other, in each case he added the 
words, ''Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee light." Then he wrote an affectionate note to 

· each boy, urging them to read the Testaments, and to give serious 
· attention to the welfare of their souls. He made two neat little 
· packets, ·and at the end of the next lesson presented them to his 
pupils, just saying what they would find. Even doing a little thing 
like that needed some courage, and Guy was quite relieved when the 
lads ·accepted the packets without remark. Norman and Philip 

· rushed off together as usual; and Guy, in his own room, knelt down 
and prayed earnestly that his little effort .might be blessed, that the 
Word of God would come with power to both boys, and lead to their 
eternal salvation. 

The next time Guy and Norman met, Norman said abruptly, 
" Oh, by the way, I'm keeping that note you sent me." He said 
nothing about the Testament, and changed the subject at once. 

After this the French lessons somehow became less frequent, and 
came at last to an end. Guy knew why it was that Philip kept 
making excuses; it was because of an occasion when Guy was so 
annoyed at Philip's complete disregard of Sunday that he spoke out 
far too warmly about it. Philip was angry at what he called Guy's 
interference. The breach was healed in a day or two, but Guy knew 

c he had been unwise, and repented bitterly of the loss of temper which 
had lessened any influence he had. 

Norman continued fo; a time to come to the house to call for 
Philip, but after a time his visits ceased. When Guy asked Philip 
where his friend was, it came out that there was some estrangement 
between them, and the two hardly ever met. 

In the autumn of that year, about nine months after the giving of 
the New Testaments, Guy was alone at home one evening. It was 

.. getting too dark to read, but Guy did not bother to get the oil lamps 
lit, content to sit there lazily in the twilight. His thoughts were 
disturbed by a gentle pull at the doorbell. Opening the front door, 
he was surprised to see Norman standing there. The visitor asked for 
Philip; Guy told him he was out, and they had a little chat on the 
doorstep. Norman was apparently just about to say goodbye, when 
he turned back and said hesitantly, "Do you think I might come in 
for a few minutes?" Guy, of course, invited him in, noticing how 
thin and hagard the boy's face was. They sat down in the darkening 
room. Norman did not explain himself, and Guy found it hard work 
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trying to make conversation. One thing led to another, and at last 
religion came up. By this time it was so dark that Guy could scarcely 
see Norman, and he was completely taken aback when he heard a 
stifled sob! Guy sprang up, thinking the boy was ill; and then 
Norman, with much agitation and in broken sentences, managed to 
explain his real object in coming. It appeared that for some weeks 
he had been anxious about his state before God. He had realised 
something of his own sinfulness; he knew Christ was called a 
Saviour, but he felt that he was too great a sinner to be saved. So he 
had given up all his old habits, and broken from his friends, so that 
he could devote himself to fasting and praying. His idea was that at 
last he might be good enough for Christ to save ! But he had become 
almost despairing, and at last he had come for help to Guy, the only 
person who had ever spoken to him about spiritual things. 

How Guy's soul was stirred within him at this appeal! In a flash 
his mind went back to that evening when he had given the Testa
ments to his brother and to Norman; he remembered the burden of 
prayer that came upon him. Was this the answer? At the same time 
he felt how unfit he was to advise his friend. In that moment Guy 
lifted up his heart in prayer to God that the Holy Spirit would teach 
him what to say. 

A long and earnest . conversation followed. Guy spoke of the 
. parable of the prodigal son, trying to show Norman that he could 

never make himself fit to be saved, that it was sinners Jesus came to 
save, not the righteous. A glimmer of light and hope seemed to 
come, and before they parted Guy arranged to take Norman to 

. church with him the next Sunday evening. 

The church that Guy attended was in a very poor neighbourhood, 
and that night the congregation was very small. But those that had 
gathered were earnest followers of the Master, and they joined in the 
service with great sincerity. The minister, a faithful man of God, 
chose for his text the words, " Being confident of this very thing, that 
He which hath begun a good work in you, will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ." The passage was expounded in such a way that 
Guy felt as if the sermon was especially directed at his friend ! The 
preacher seemed to take up every objection and fear that Norman 
had brought forward, and to answer each in turn. Yet Guy had not 
said a word to him beforehand ! Norman drank in the good tidings 
eagerly, his eyes riveted on the speaker. 

That was the beginning of good things for Norman: As it says in 
Joseph Hart's hymn, "All the fitness He requireth is to feel your 
need of Him: this He gives you; 'tis the Spirit's rising beam." 
Norman did indeed feel his need of a Saviour, and now he found 
that very sense of need was all that God required of him-and that 
itself was His gift. All the " filthy rags " of Norman's righteo11Sness, 
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his attempts to. make himself fit to be saved, were swept away, as he 
saw that Christ had done it all and made His own glorious righteous
ness available for Norman. 

It was not immediately, but by slow degrees, that Norman entered 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. He had to meet a 
good deal of opposition at home, and his friends were always making 
sarcastic remarks. But He Who had begun a good work in Norman 
did indeed . perform it, and Guy had the joy of seeing his friend's 
gradual growth in grace and knowledge, till he became firmly estab
lished in the faith. 

But what of Philip, Guy's brother? When Norman's story was 
written, Philip had shown no signs of any change, and as time went 
on he left England fo!l' new work the other side of the world. I can 
only say that his brother, remembering how Norman had first been 
awakened, continued faithfully and earnestly to plead for Philip. 
But nothing further is known of him. 

DAMARIS. 

ScRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 58 

The whole : Moses called him " the beloved of the Lord." 

1. He sat by the highwayside, begging. 
2. He sat in a window during a sermon. 
3. He was "a preacher of righteousness." 

4. Daughter of a mari who feared God in the land of Uz. 
5. A disciple at Damascus. 
6. He was brought up with Herod the tetrarch. 
7. God heard the voice of this lad in the wilderness. 
8. A rich man, " churlish and evil in his doings." 

SoLUTION OF No. 57 

The whole : Pardoned. 

1. Pomegranate (1 Sam. 14: 2). 
2. Adam (Gen. 2 : 17). 
3. Righteousness (Isaiah 61 : 3). 
4. Deborah (Gen. 35 : 8). 
5. Oak (Judges 6 : 11). 

6. Nathanael (John 1 : 48). 
7. Elijah (1 Kings 19: 5). 

8. Deborah (Judges 4: 5). 
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Aged Pilgrims 
YOUNG FRIENDS WHO HELP IN THE WORK 

IN visiting different centres of interest in the Society's work during 
the autumn period, when so many Sales of Work are being held, the 
General Secretary has been pleased to observe an increasing number 
of young friends taking part. In more than one case the Society's 
Auxiliaries, those strongholds of supporting interest, are being 
strengthened by the recruiting of young folk in the ranks of helpers 
and purchasers, and this has brought much encouragement to the 
Committee. Many speakers on the Society's .platform at different 
times have emphasised the need of interesting young people in this 
worthy work, and it is good to see signs following in this way. 

At a recent Sale of Work, the kind friend who performed the 
opening ceremony gave a most apt word in describing the work of 
this Society: "Those that remember Thee in Thy ways" (I sa. 
64: 5). 

"There are many people," she remarked in her opening 
address, " who are sharing in what is termed Christian work, 
but it is not always done in God's ways. But the joy of this 
Society is that we believe its work is done by those who desire 
to ' remember Thee in Thy ways.' And, if that is so, then the 
first part of this verse is also true : 'Thou meetest him that 
rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those that remember Thee 
in Thy ways.' That is a lovely thought, 'Thou meetest ... 
tho'Se that remember Thee in Thy ways.' May you go the 
various stalls with this expectation in your hearts, that, as 
you are here to further the cause of His aged people, He is 
here to meet you and bless you in your efforts." 

It may be opportune here also to quote from the remarks of that ! 
faithful friend and well-wisher of the Society, the late Mr. J. K. j 
Popham, of Brighton. Speaking at the local Annual Sale of Work 
and Meeting on one occasion, he said : · I 

" On the ground of the unequivocal profession by this 
Society of the blessed infallibility of Holy Scripture, I crave . 
yaur support ·of it both today and always. For every time you I 
make a purchase, or give to the collection, or write your 
cheques, you maintain a good profession, viz., that the Bible I 
is the Word of God." 

1

. 
May many more young people be enabled to maintain this good 

profession in their support of this Society, and in doing so manifest 
themselves to be amongst the number of u those· that remember Thee : 
in Thy ways." FREDERICK J. WILDERSPIN. I 
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, 
St. Paul's Chambers, 
19 Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4. 
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PILGRIM PAPERS 

GROWING UP INTO CHRIST IN ALL THINGS 

LETTER oF REv. WILLIAM RoMAINE 

Mv DEAR SISTER,-I have longed for a little time to write you a few 
lines, to thank you for your last letter, and for your kind remem
brance · of me at our. court. Pray continue me that favour. And 
when the King smiles upon you; and you have freedom to approach, 
and have access with confidence into His royal presence, then make 
request for your brother. He knows, for He sent me upon my 
present work. 

I find myself as unfit for it as a dog that cannot bark; ·and 
therefore for grace, for gifts, for success, I am forced to depend 
upon Him. Most gladly would I live as a minister, in the same way 
that I live as a Christian, by " the faith of the Son of God," trusting 
in Him to do all for me. There is my own safety. As a sinner I 
have no confidence in anything, but the finished salvation, the 
blood and righteousness of the Lamb of God. This being a sure 
foundation for a sinner to rest upon, and having myself found how 
sure it is, I can therefore write freely, and mightily encourage all 
that hear, be they who they will, to venture upon this foundation 
which God hath laid; leaving the success (but 0 that it may be 
abundant ! ) to Him from whom alone it cometh. 

Being safely built upon this foundation, I find continual matter 
of rejoicing. Whichever way I look, comfort presents itself. To be 
saved from what I was once, brought to what I am now, the God 
of all consolation become my God, His Son my Saviour, His Spirit 
my leader to heaven, His promises mine ; all, all mine, now enjoyed 
by faith; for ever, in full possession! What divine comforts are 
these ! 

With these I would encourage the miserable to come to Jesus; 
that, having trusted themselves with Him, He might have the 
glory of making them happy. 0 that I may prevail! Say, I want 
for "this grace every moment." I call, and He in whom all fulness 
dwells says to me, "I will water thee every moment." I believe it
I experience it. Grace has made me willing to live out of myself
upon the fulness of J esus. In Him I have what I want; yea, from 
Him I gain by my wants. I grow richer by my poverty, and happier 
by my misery. Whatever it be that brings me to live more upon 
His grace, is the means of my getting more grace, and thereby 
proves to me a real blessing. 
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As I have freely received this grace, so I freely make the pub
lication of it with all its benefits. I can tell my people, and boldly, 
that we are saved by grace, kept by grace, comforted by ' grace, 
sanctified by grace; and, although this be the doctrine against 
which the wicked one, the wicked world, and, above all, the self
righteous world, fight with all their might, yet I am not discouraged, 
because Jesus is my Strength. On Him I depend for counsel to set 
about the work, for success in it, for a blessing upon it. 

If opposition arise-and it cannot but be that he who is born 
after the flesh should persecute him that is born of the Spirit 
-to my Almighty King I fly, and on His promised help 
I trust. Oppose what will, Jesus is on the throne. All power in 
heaven and earth is His. By faith, strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of His might, I have seen the most formidable opposition fall 
before me. 

Therefore, let us go on, walking straight forward to Jesus, what
ever may stand to stop us in the way. If war arise, hot, fierce, and 
long battles; many enemies, mighty and strong, all the hosts of 
earth and hell; then Jesus is my Victory. He arms me for the battle 
with the whole armour of God; clad in which, He teacheth my 
hands to war and my fingers to fight; strengthens the heart to hold 
out in long battles; gives courage to meet the roaring lion; brings 
the soldier off conqueror day by day, and more than conqueror at 
last, his enemies all eternally vanquished; he then sits down upon 
a throne crowned with everlasting glory and honour. 

It is blessed, fighting through Jesus our Captain: 0 what will 
it be to reign with Jesus our King! Heaven it is upon earth to 
enjoy Him; and there is heaven in everything which brings me to 
more enjoyment of Him. 

This the apostle had in his eye, and he had a great deal of it in 
his heart, when he called upon his Ephesians to grow up into· Him 
in all things, who is the Head, even Christ. Mind, all things, while 
we live by faith, shall make us grow up into Christ more closely 
and intimately; finding you want Him daily more and more, for 
life and godliness, for body and soul, for time and eternity, so that 
without Him you can do nothing. 
The abiding sense of this will keep you in your right place, as a 

poor helpless creature, hanging on the arm, living on the bounty 
of the infinitely rich Jesus. This is the believer's growth . . He grows 
more up into Christ. Taught by the Spirit of Jesus, he sees and 
feels his want of every gcod; ·and he is made to see and feel . this 
continually, that he may not 'live upon self, upon any creature, 
upon worldly happiness; but that; finding his need of Jesus every 
moment, he may be receiving every moment grace for grace out of 
Jesus' fulness. 
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0 for more of the teaching of that Spirit, to humble us and to 
glorify Jesus! 0 for more fellowship with Him in His fulness of 
grace ! Heaven is nothing more than fellowship with Him in His 
fulness of glory. 

May my dear mother know Him thus ! I cease not to remember 
her at His throne. Her case is safe. I only wish her more happy in 
believing it. All here are well, and desire to be remembered to you, 
with your truly affectionate brother, 

TRUTHS DIVINE 

Truths divine, along the ages, 
From the Holy Bible flow; 

Happy they to whom its pages 
Promises and precepts show. 

May we never 
From the heaven-marked pathway go. 

In this volume we see Jesus 
To our wondering gaze displayed, 

Showing that His merit frees us 
From the bonds which sin has made. 

Now most surely 
All our hope on Him is stayed. 

May we let the message chide us, 
Sent to us by God's own Son; 

May His Holy Spirit guide us 
Till our final rest be won. 

Then for ever 
We shall praise whilst ages run. 

Rodden Rectory, Frome. 

OLIVER CROMWELL 

W. RoMAINE. 

T . PITTAWAY. 

" His religion dominated every detail of his life. The teaching of 
his first schoolmaster had borne fruit in a constant waiting upon 
some sign of the heavenly will. ' He seldom fights,' said Hugh 
Peters, his chaplain, ' without some text of Scripture to support him,' 
and a rousing verse of the Psalms was like a cordial to his spirit .... 
But in addition to this zealous watching for the hand of the Almighty 
there was also the duty of constantly entering into . mystical com
munion with the unseen. On the eve of Marston Moor he dis
appeared and was found by a girl in a disused room on the top of 
a tower wrestling in prayer with his Bible before him, and before the 
sack of Basing he spent hours on his knees."-JoHN BucHAN. 
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LETTER TO YOUNG CHRISTIANS 

THE ATONEMENT 

By JosEPH IRoNs (Camberwell) 

THE subject on which I am about to offer you a few remarks, has 
been dear to the heart of every Christian in all ages; it is the glory 
of the Gospel scheme, and shall constitute the essence of our song 
in the realms of bliss; it is therefore desirable, that your mind should 
be well informed upon it, and deeply affected with it. 

Throughout the Mosaic economy, the doctrine of atonement was 
set forth in lively colours, by the bleeding victims on the Jewish 
altar. Prophets spake of it in the most unequivocal terms, and 
apostles asserted it as the fundamental article of Christianity; yea, 
the exclamation of John, "behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the wo·rld/' was but the echo of what patriarchs, 
priests, and prophets had proclaimed ages before. 

A very distant view of the perfections of Deity, connected with a 
little acquaintance with human depravity, will constrain the man 
whose eyes are not blinded by the God of this world, to receive the 
sentiment of the apostle, " that without sheddz:ng of blood, there 
is no remission/' and this solemn truth admitted, will render the 
atonement of Christ an essential doctrine. 

But I trust, I need not attempt to prove a doctrine which is 
written, as with a sunbeam, throughout the inspired page, and 
which no real disciple of Christ denies or disputes. I would rather 
attempt to unfold its preciousness to your mind, and stir you up to 
examine whether you have received the atonement; for this, like 
every other part of the covenant economy, is a personal matter. 

THE GREAT SACRIFICE FOR SIN 

Permit me to begin with the divine appointment of the great sacri
fice for sin, which displays at one view, a grand constellation of 
divine glories, visible only to spiritual discernment. Here faith 
beholds condescension making its lowest stoop-compassion moving 
with unparalleled tenderness-justice maintaining its highest claims 
-mercy opening its boundless stores-truth preserving its immacu
late purity-and love distributing its illimitable ocean in rivers of 
salvation. 

The victim on which infinite wisdom fixed, was no other than the 
co-equal Son of God, and because Deity could not suffer, a body 
was prepared for him, that perfect humanity might bleed in s:o.r.ri. 
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fice, and that the sacrifice might be acceptable and meritorious by 
virtue of its union with Deity. An angel, nay, all the angels in 
heaven, would not have been a sufficient sacrifice for man : the 
guilt is infinite, and the atonement must be infinite too ; therefore 
none but an infinite Being could become the victim. " Herein is 
love," unparalleled love, "not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiatioQl for our sins" (1 John 
4: 10). 

Follow this divine victim, my dear young friend, into the scene 
of his sufferings, "whe'n # pleased the Lord to bruise him, and put 
hvm to grief, that he might make his soul an offering for sin" 
(Isaiah 53 : ,10). Led as a Lamb to the slaughter from the agony of 
Gethsemane, to the insults of the Roman tribunal, and to the 
ignominy of Calvary, when heaven, earth, and hell assembled to 
smite the anointed victim, whose blood should atone for guilty 
man. 

H ow did the powers of darkness rage, while the serpent's head 
was bruised; how did the inhuman fury of the carnal mind, mock 
the sufferings of the Prince of Peace? And how did his Father's 
frown pierce his soul, while Justice struck the tremendous blow? 
In all this He was bearing our sins in his own body. on the tree. 

Had He not been omnipotent, He must have sunk beneath the 
load, to rise no more; but, lo ! He triumphs on the cross, and 
amidst all His sufferings, He spoils principalities and powers, making 
a show of them openly on His cross, exclaiming, " it is finished," 
and proving Himself "mighty to save." Thus He has finished 
transgression, made an end of sin, and made reconciliation for in
iquity to bring in an everlasting righteousness, yea, by His one 
offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. The 
Father is well pleased for His righteousness sake-He hath magnified 
the divine law-satisfied justice-cancelled His people's debt, and 
blotted out the hand-writing that was· against them; and is gone to 
prepare mansions of bliss for them, having determined, that where 
He is, they shall be also. 

RECEIVED AS A .MATTER OF FAITH 

Now there is a two-fold way in which this atonement is received: 
viz, as a matter of faith; a nd in its special influence. As a matter of 
faith, it is apprehended and trusted, as the channel through which 
divine pardon flows, and the only way of access to God, " for we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sin" (Eph. 
1 : 7), and no sinner can approach a holy God, with acceptance, 
but through the blood of atonement;' but the apostle assures us, 
"we have boldness to enter into the holiest, by the blood of Jesus 
Christ" (Reb. 10 : 19). 



The Gospel Magazine 497 

Our Lord has himself shut the door of hope, against all who 
reject his atonement, by saying, "no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me " (John 14; 6). It is therefore an act of the most daring 
presumption, to approach Jehovah, without the blood of atonement. 

The high priest under the law, appeared before God, officially, on 
the behalf of his people; but not without blood, and Jesus, the great 
antitype of the Jewish priesthood, was therein clearly set forth, of 
whom the apostle says, " by his own blood, he entered in once more 
into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us " 
(He b. 9: 12). Without an eye to the atonement of Christ, all the . 
Temple service, and the whole employment of the high priest 
appears to me to be inexplicable and absurd ; but pointing to " the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world," they are 
fraught with instruction, and exhibit a shadowy outline of the 
economy of grace, to assist the faith of old testament saints; while 
believers, under the gospel dispensation, are encouraged by them 
to maintain their hold of the substance. 

In this precious atonement, the awakened sinner, under divine 
teaching, places all his dependence, convinced that there is no 
salvation in any other way, and believing that J esus, by his own 
blood, has entered once into the holy place, having obtained eternal 
redemption for us (Heb. 9: 12). "And having put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself," verse 26, " he is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by him." 

RECEIVED IN ITS S PECIAL INFLUENCE 

The atonement of Christ is also received in its special influence, 
and hence the apostle informs us, "it purges the conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God" (Heb. 9 : 14), that is, being 
applied to the conscience by the power of the Holy Ghost, it 
destroys the spirit of slavery by which dead works are performed, 
and removes the g-uilt which frightened the sinner into something 
like morality, so that he now serves God in newness of life, and 
consequently is lively in his service. 

Whenever a sinner is awakened to his danger by the spirit of the 
Lord, and feels himself under the curse of a broken law, it is 
impossible to afford him peace of mind by a ny thing else, but the 
blood of atonement; nor is it enough that he hears of it-or believes 
it to be sufficiently efficacious, it must be applied to his conscience 
by the power of the Holy Ghost; then it cleanses him from all sin 
(1 John 1 : 7)-justifies him (Rom. 5: 9), sanctifies him (Heb. 13: 12) 
- and speaks peace to his troubled soul (Heb. 12 : 24). 

0WN INTEREST IN THE ATONING SACRIFICE 

By this time my friend is no doubt anxiously waiting to be directed 
into his own evidence, and I am as anxious to give you a little 
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assistance on this all-important point. To look into the secret 
purposes of God, and to examine whose name is in the book of life, . 
is not my prerogative; but some satisfaction may always be obtained, 
on this subject, by contemplating what the Lord has done in your 
soul. 

It cannot be difficult for you to determine whether you have 
received the atonement by faith, and felt its powerful influence in 
your heart-whether the burden of guilt has oppressed your soul, 
and sent you to the footstool of divine mercy, pleading for pardon, 
through the finished work of Christ; and whether Jesus has become 
precious to you, as the sinner's friend. 

With such evidences as these, you may safely conclude, with 
Manoah's wife, that if the Lord had intended to destroy you, he 
would not have shown you such things as these. Having felt your 
need of atoning blood, it shall (in the Lord's time) be applied in all 
its peace-speaking influence, and sin-killing power, proving your 
interest in the sacrifice of Christ, and giving you sweet assurance 
of the Father's everlasting love. 

Yea, I may go farther, and affirm that your hatred to sin, as sin, 
is a proof that the blood of atonement has already been applied; 
for that only can destroy the love of sin, which is interwoven with 
our natures: go on, my brother, to seek its daily application, by 
the influence of the Holy Ghost, nor doubt but that it will cleanse 
you from all sin, and give you at last to sing with all the redeemed 
of the Lord around his throne, " thou hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood." 

THE LORD'S TABLE 

You are anticipating my dear young friend, the sacred privilege 
of approaching the Lord's table; and there, I trust, you will be 
favoured with some delightful views of the atonement, and some 
sweet assurance of your interest in it : allow me to exhort you, 
while receiving the cup, and drinking the wine, to reflect on the 
statement of the apostle, by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, " the 
cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the 
blood of Christ? " There, in vivid colours, you will see the infinite 
efficacy of the blood of atonement, and feel its power upon your 
soul, removing slavish fear, and sealing divine pardon to your 
conscience; and as often as you approach that festive board, may 
you by faith eat the flesh, and drink the blood of the Son of God, 
until, in his immediate presence, you join the everlastin~ song, 
" unto him that loved us and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kin~s and priests unto God, and his 
Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever, amen." 
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That the precious blood of atonement may be daily applied to 
your conscience by the power of the Holy Ghost, is the prayer of, 

Yours, etc., in the Lord Jesus, 
JosEPH IRoNs. 

Yon sacred victim, bleeding, on the brow 
Of Calvary-the spotless Lamb of God
Is God's appointed sacrifice for sin. 
He sheds his blood ! and justice asks no more;
The hand that smites him, lets his sheep go free. 
He dies! that I may never die-he lives!-
H e lives ! and hence I shall for ever live 
To sing of his atoning blood.-

SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS 

THE LOVE OF GOD SHED ABROAD IN OUR 
HEARTS 

A SERMON BY THE REv. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A. (Dublin) 

"The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, 
which is given unto us."-Romans 5 : 5. 

IN the immediate context of this passage we have a very wonderful 
description of the course of a Christian man. The Apostle takes us 
from stage to stage of Christian experience. He begins at that which 
lies at the foundation of the confidence of the Christian man, which 
is, his standing before God. He says, in the opening of the chapter, 
"Being justified by faith, we have peace with God." 

He does not mean that our faith is the cause of our justification. 
If you make faith a meritorious work, you might as well put any
thing else in the place of faith. Christ is the meritorious cause of 
the sinner's justification. Faith is simply the grace of the Holy Ghost 
wrought in the soul, by which a sinner is enable<;!, under the quicken
ing power of the Spirit, to• believe that God speaks truth. God makes 
a proclamation, man will not believe it, the Holy Ghost makes him 
believe it; and in the way of believing, the man comes before the 
Lord in a state of acceptance, as one who no longer stands in oppo
sition to the declaration of the Lord, but who submits to His truth. 

The Apostle then proceeds to show us some of the different 
phases in Christian experience. He tells us that a Christian man 
has to pass through " tribulation/' and then, having tracked him in 
his onward path, he tells us that '' hope" is wrought in him by this 
wonderful process of training through which God brings His people. 
He seems to take us to the highest point on which a Christian 
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stands in his journey through the world, that eminence on which 
·the Spirit of God places him, from whence he is enabled to look 
forward, and through the vista of time to see the blessed inheritance 
which God has laid up for him. The Apostle then tells us that this 
" hope" does not make the man " ashamed," it will not confound 
him; and he gives us the reason. "Hope," he says, "maketh not 
ashamed." Why? "Because' the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost." 

I fear, brethren, that if the question were put to some amongst 
us that was put to some professors of Christianity in the Apostle's 
time, " Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? " very 
probably the answer would be, "We have not so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost." 

Now, brethren, we want you to enter into an experimental 
acquaintance with this question, as to what the operation of the 
Holy Ghost is upon the heart. We want you to remember that 
there is something which the Christian man has, which the worldly 
man has not. We want you to understand that God the Holy Ghost 
dwells in the sinner's heart, and communicates wonderful things 
to him. Accordingly we shall direct your attention to the two 
subjects that stand out prominently in our text. 

First, " the love of God." 
And, secondly, the experience of that love in the heart, by the 

agency of the Holy Ghost. 
I.-THE LOVE OF GOD 

Perhaps there may be some amongst us who may never have 
understood this passage. It may be that some would be ready to 
say, that it means that the Holy Ghost has taught us to love God. 
And this is a great truth. It is expressly declared, "We love Him"; 
but the reason is added, "because He first loved us." And therefore 
we never attempt, under the garb of humility, to say that we do 
not love God. Every Christian man is taught to love God, and he 
is taught to love his brother also. 

But we do not think that in our text the Apostle is treating of 
man's love to God at all. He is treating of God's love to us, and he 
says, The love of God toward us is " shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost." We think we have ground for so interpreting the 
passage, because if you look at the context, he tells us how amazing 
God's love has been. " God," he says, " commendeth His love to
wards us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us." 

FALSE IDEAS OF GOD'S LOVE 

Now, brethren, we must say a little upon the love of God towards 
us. And I need hardly tell you, who have been accustomed to hear 
of the errors which are abroad upon the subject of religion, what 
false notions men entertain of the love of God. 
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·<\ large school would teach you that there must be something in . 
man which shall cause God to set His love upon him, thus making 
the first spring of the love of God to be in man. 

Again, there has been another notion of the love of God-that it 
is, I was going to say, nothing better than that passion in the human 
breast, which is so affected by circumstances that it can soon be 
changed from love into actual hatred. God's love is Himself; His 
very essence is love. " God is love." And therefore He does not, 
as it were, look through the world for some object upon which He 
may place His love, and when He has found some materially better 
than others, then He bestows His love upon them. 

But again, there is another error upon this subject. There are 
some who, knowing that they have not in their own hearts any 
experience of the privileges of God's people, delight in talking of 
the love of God, as if it were poured out at large and at random 
upon the world. They hope thus, somehow or other, to come under 
some drops of it themselves. All is left to a kind of chance work; 
there is nothing of intelligence, nothing of the Gospel in it. 

GOD' S LOVE IS A HOLY LOVE 

If we want to understand the love of God, we must ascertain 
something as to the character of God. God is a holy being, and His 
love is a holy love. What I mean is, that God cannot love anything 
that is not like Himself; God cannot love anything that is not a 
reflection of Himself. There is not a creature throughout God's 
universe that is a worthy object for the love of God, and therefore 
what a wonderful thought it is, that there should be objects con
secrated to God for Himself as worthy of His holy love. 

This is the Gospel, "God is of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
and cannot look on iniquity "; then how is it possible for Him to set 
His love upon any individual of our fallen race? Simply because 
the objects of His love are holy beings; they are righteous beings; 
not a spot or a wrinkle is to be seen in them; they are complete 
before Him. And who are those people? They are sinners, who, 
under the mighty op.eration of the Spirit of God, believing the 
testimony of Jesus, are in Christ. The church of GOd, and every 
individual member of the Church, is a member of the Body of 
Christ; he is in Christ; God never sees him apart from Christ. 

I have thus given you, brethren, what I believe I ought, in all 
soberness and truth, to state upon this matter. But again, I shall put 
it in a way that may seem to go a little further. They who are 
the objects of God's love, who are washed in the precious blood 
of His dear Son, garmented in a righteousness which is none other 
than the righteousness of God, are complete in God's sight; they 
are everything that God would have them to be. Shall I go further? 
They are as righteous as Christ Himself. This is the standing of a 
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Christian. You will never get at the marrow of the Gospel till you 
learn this. See what confidence this gives-see how it lights up the 
future-see what energy it gives to prayer, what comfort in a world 
where all is confusion. 

UNCHANGEABLE LOVE 

We have stated that God is a holy God, and that His love is a 
holy love. But again, with regard to the character of God, He 
is a wise God, and therefore there is wisdom in His love. He does 
not set His love upon an object which, after all, the devil is to take 
out of His hands. His love must be like Himself-unchangeable. 
" With Him is no variableness, neither shadow of turning." 

FREE AND SOVEREIGN LOVE 

So much with respect to the character of God. What I have 
said will explain to you the nature of God's love. Of course, if these 
things be as as I have set them before you, His love must be free 
and sovereign towards His people. For who are they? The objects 
of His love were, by nature, involved in the universal crash of our 
first Parents' fall. And not only this, but they are sinners before God 
in practice also-" sinners," mark you-hard-hearted sinners. 

0 brethren, there is nothing in man that can prompt him to turn 
to God. I ask any of you who through grace have been brought to 
believe the Gospel, and who, in the spirit of adoption, can call God, 
Abba, Father-/ ask you, who was the first mover in this matter, 
was it your heart that first went up to the Lord? or was it the 
Lord who touched your heart, and brought you into fellowship with 
Himself? 

I believe that it is a most humbling thought to the man of God, 
to look at the manner in which the Lord had compassion on him 
when he was in his rebellion. This it was which tuned the heart of 
the Apostle Paul to sing so loudly to the praise of the glory of His 
grace, when he said that he was "a pattern," that in him "Jesus 
Christ might show forth all long suffering." 

If you ever would have comfort from the Gospel, brethren, you 
must learn this truth, that the love of God is free and sovereign. 
This is a word of comfort as to others, and as to ourselves. Many 
a parent, many a friend, has had his heart wrung with bitter anguish 
when he has thought of the ungodliness of his child, or the un
godliness of his friend. When perhaps things have come to the 
very extremity, to the dying bed perhaps, then this thought throws 
a streak of light across the mind of the distracted parent, or the 
distracted friend, God's love is free and sovereign; if it reached 
Paul, if it reached me, it can reach my poor dying child, or my 
poor dying friend. 

0 it is anything but a harsh doctrine, brethren ! There are those 
who deem it a cruel thing to preach the sovereignty of the grace of 
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God. I know of nothing that can give hope as to the poor sinner 
but this truth, that the grace of God is free and sovereign. 

UNCEASING LOVE 

Then, brethren, this love having for its objects hard-hearted, 
guilty sinners, it is not only free and sovereign, but it is towards 
them unceasing. 

We want to impress this truth upon the children of God, for there 
is much legality in our hearts sometimes. We are prone to write 
bitter things against ourselves. We trip and we fall, and then the 
devilsuggests hard thoughts of God. He tells us, God does not love 
you; there are inconsistencies in your conduct; you are conscious 
of them ; you have done this and you have done the other; how can 
God love you? 

Now, God's love never ceases. Hear what St. Paul writes in the 
8th of Romans. He says he is persuaded that "neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." Now, if the love of God were set upon us, as 
we are in ourselves, then would that love be taken away from us 
immediately. 

0 which of us, if we were only to look back to the last hour or 
two, which of us could claim the continuance of God's love; but 
when we see ourselves in Christ, we can say as before, God, W e 
never change. The love which God has towards His people is 
because they are in Christ our Lord. 

II.-THE EXPERIENCE OF THE LOVE OF GOD 

Now, as to the experience of this love, the Apostle says, "The 
love of God is shed abro'lid< in our hearts by the Holy Ghost." So, 
you observe the first doctrine which is here set before us is, that 
man can know nothing of the love of God but by the Holy Ghost. 
You recollect that when the Lord Jesus speaks of sending the 
Comforter, He says, " Even the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him." 
So that this great work which is wrought in the soul, by which a 
man is brought to know anything . of the love of God, is a Divine 
operation. 

Let me now bring this before you as a matter of experience. 
Every man by nature has a totally different idea of God from that 
which the Scripture sets before us. Men may talk as they will of the 
unbounded love of God, but they have no conception of that love
« God is love." The god that the heathen man presents to us as 
the object of his worship is a monster, and we believe that the god 
of every natural man is a monster, every god is a monster that is not 
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the true God. There is no God but the God of love, and the man 
who does not know Him as the God of love, does not know Him 
at all. You remember the feeling that filled the breast of that man 
of whom we read in the Gospels, that when his lord gave him his 
pound to trade with, he said that he was a an hard man, reaping 
where he had not sown, and gathering where he had not strawed." 
And this led him to be an " unprofitable servant." 

We hear sometimes of men having such and such conceptions of 
God, and we are told that these are wrong conceptions of the true 
God. The true God, we would have you remember, has manifested 
Himself in Christ; and if a man does not know Him in: Christ, he 
does not Him at all. 

"SHED ABROAD IN OUR HEARTS» 

But then, remember, it is the work of the Holy Ghost to " shed 
abroad " this love in the heart. Beautiful expression ! Shall I tell 
you how He does it? He informs the mind, He enlightens the 
understanding. It is Romanism, it is enthusiasm, it is priestcraft, 
to teach men that they are to receive from the Church the character 
of God. Every man who is brought to a saving knowledge of God 
in Christ is taught it through the Word. When we are told that 
" the Spirit beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children 
of God," I believe that He does it through the Word. I further 
believe that it would open the door to the wildest enthusiasm to 
tell men, that they are to expect the Spirit to bear witness with their 
spirits otherwise than through the Word. 

Now, the Spirit has to break down all the false notions that are 
in men's minds concerning the character of God. You may depend 
upon it, that when a man is brought under the teaching of the 
Holy Ghost, he will be led to see that he has been putting that 
first which ought to be last, and last which ought to be first. It is 
God's plan that the first movement shall emanate from His own 
bosom-that man shall be the recipient of His mercy. Thus it is that 
His" ways are not our ways, neither are His thoughts our thoughts." 
The Spirit then informs the mind. 

Again, He brings this love home to the conscience. Every man 
has a conscience and, what is more, he has a conscience that is not 
easy. Many a man from whose lips you hear words of blasphemy, 
is an arrant coward, afraid of shadows, afraid of the very rustling of 
a leaf. Now, when the Holy Ghost sheds abroad the love of God 
in the heart He takes the conscience, He sprinkles it with the blood 
of Christ, He enables the man to see that there is forgiveness with 
God through the blood of Jesus. It is this which the Apostle Peter 
refers to when he speaks of the " the answer of a good conscience 
toward God." 

The Spirit enables the man to believe that, irrespective of his 
own doings, his own righteousness, or his own unrighteousness, that 
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God forgives him for the sake of the Lord Jesus. When this truth 
is brought home to the heart, the man, then, for the first time, 
breathes freely ; for the first time he looks up to heaven with an 
open face ; he says, Matters are settled between heaven and my 
soul, God is my Father, "Abba, Father! " 

Many, brethren, have preached of these things who have never 
felt them. Sauls there are, in the present day, among the prophets. 

But, then, remember that when the Holy Ghost "sheds abroad" 
the love of God in the heart, it is through the Word. 

What a beautiful expression is that, "to shed abroad." It seems 
to imply, that under every circumstance into which a man's necessi
ties may drive him, under every phase of his experience, that love 
meets him. Be it the time of darkness, be it the time of adversity, 
be it the time of temptation, be it the time of duty, the love of God 
is that which comforts him; it is that upon which he rests. 

ARE YOU READERS OF YOUR BIBLE? 

Now, brethren, if you have been enabled to follow me in what 
I have said , if you have been enabled to see what is meant by the 
love of God, and what is meant by the experience of that love, you 
will find that here is intelligence, here is knowledge ; and you will 
remember that it is communicated through the Word. 

Now, an important question arises, Are you readers of your Bible,? 
I can tell you, from my own knowledge of men, that amongst the 
professors of religion in this day of light, a vast number there are 
who take up their religion from other sources besides the Book of 

· God. Do you read the Bible for yourselves ? I do not ask whether 
you have family prayer. It is very easy to go in the crowd. It is 
very easy to attend a prayer meeting; there is no shame in that. 
When the family assembles together for family prayer, there is 
nothing to be ashamed of in that; but what are you in secret? 
Have you there silent communication with God? Has the expres
sion ever gone forth from your lips, " Speak Lord, for Thy servant 
heareth." 

I ask again, Do you ever give five minutes from the business of 
the day to the patient investigation of the truths of God's Word? 
Do you ever take your Bibles with the feeling of little children, who 
desire to be taught of God through the agency of the Holy Ghost? 
The man who does this is in earnest. 

We want you, brethren, to understand the doctrine for yourselves. 
It is nothing to you if all the men around you are going to heaven, 
if you are left behind; it is nothing to you if all around be under the 
dew of heaven's blessing, if your own fleece be dry. " Commune," 
then, " commune with your own heart, and in your chamber, and 
be still." Such an exercise, believe me, will turn over some very 
dark pages in your history. 
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SPIRITUAL BIOGRAPHY 

A PRODIGY OF LEARNING AND DIVINITY 

HUGH BINNING, 1627-53 

HuGH BINNING was " a burning and a shining light " in an age when 
it pleased God to raise up many spiritual giants; and he shone 
brightly in the midst of a firmament of contemporary worthies. He 
was early ripened for heaven, to which abode God called him when 
still in his twenties. Hugh Binning was born in 1627, the son of 
John Binning, of Dalvennan. The latter's circumstances were .such 
that he was enabled to give his son Hugh a liberal education, the 
good effects of which appeared very early upon him. 

SECRET COMMUNION WITH GOD IN EARLY YEARS 

Whilst he was still at the grammar school, he far outstripped his 
fellow scholars, even such as were some years older than himself. 
When others went to their diversions, he declined their society and 
chose to employ himself either in secret duty with God or in converse 
with pious people, thinking time was too precious to be spent in other 
than spiritual pursuits. 

He began to have sweet familiarity with God, and to live in near 
communion with Him, before others of his years began to lay 
seriously to heart their lost and undone state and condition by 
nature; so that before he arrived at the fourteenth year of his age 
he had even attained to such experience in the ways of God · that 
the most judicious and exercised Christians in the place confessed 
they were much edified, strengthened and comforted by him; nay, 
he provoked them to diligence in the duties of religion, being 
abundantly sensible that they were much outrun by such a youth. 

Before he was fourteen years of age he entered upon the study of 
philosophy at Glasgow University, wherein he made very consider
able progress. It is said that by his ready apprehension of things 
he was able to do more in one hour than some others could do in 
many days by hard study and close application; and yet he was ever 
humble and never exalted with self-conceit, a common foible of so 
many young men. As soon as his course of philosophy was finished, 
he obtained the degree of Master of Arts with distinction, and began 
the study of divinity. 

PROFESSOR AT GLASGOW UNIVERSITY AT EIGHTEEN 

At this time there arose a vacancy in the chair of Philosophy at 
the college of Glasgow, and after much entreaty, Binning agreed to 
stand as candidate for the post. He was elected regent and professor 



The Gospel Magazine 507 

of philosophy when not quite nineteen years of age. Binning con
tinued in this profession for three years. 

But God had a purpose for him in the Christian ministry. During 
this period he gave full proof of his progress and knowledge in 
Scripture by a composition from 2 Cor. 5: 14, "For the love of 
Christ constraineth us," which performance he sent to a lady, who 
had been some time at Edinburgh, for her private edification. 
Having perused the same, she judged it to have been a sermon of 
some eminent minister in the west of Scotland, and placed it into 
the hands of the Provost of Edinburgh, who judged of it in the same 
manner; but when she returned to Glasgow she discovered her 
mistake by Mr. Binning requesting it from her. At the expiration 
of three years as professor, the parish of Govan, adjacent to the city 
of Glasgow, became vacant. Having preached there to the great 
satisfaction of the people, he was some time after called to· be 
minister; which call the presbytery approved of, and entered him 
upon trials for ordination about the twenty-second year of his age. 
He was, considering his years, a prodigy of sanctified learning. This 
was the more surprising considering his weakness and infirmity of 
body. 

HIS MARRIAGE 

In spite of his studies, and the fulfilling of the ministry, he turned 
his thoughts to marriage, and espoused a virtuous person, Barbara 
Simpson, the daughter of Mr. James Simpson, a minister in Ireland. 
Upon the day he was to be married, he went, accompanied with his 
friend and others, including some worthy ministers, unto an adjacent 
country congregation, being the day of the weekly sermon. The 
minister of the parish delayed the sermon until they ' had arrived, 
hoping that one of them would preach. All declined. He next 
prevailed upon the bridegroom, with whom he succeeded, though 
the invitation was unexpected. Stepping aside a little to premeditate, 
and imploring his Master's presence and assistance (for he was ever 
afraid to be alone in this work), he entered the pulpit immediately, 
and preached from 1 Peter 1 : 15, " But as He that called you is 
holy," etc. At which time he was so remarkably helped that all 
acknowledged that God was with him of a truth. 

HIS WORKS 

Binning's works belong to the classics of the Church of Scotland, 
and they were all posthumous. He possessed literary gifts of a high 
order, and there is a depth and solidity of thinking about his works. 
We see in them a delightful union of true genius, combined with 
the most exalted piety; of the fervour and flow of youth with the 
riper judgment and experience of age. 

Binning wrote an exposition of the Westminster Conference, <JS far 
as the twenty-first question of the Shorter Catechism, of which work 
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Patrick Gillespie (1617-75) commented: " ... I am bold to say tlrat 
some fundamentals of the Christian religion and great mysteries of 
the faith are handled with the greatest gospel simplicity and most 
dexterous plainness by the author, who, had he lived to have per
fected the explication of the grounds of religion in this matter-as 
he intended, in his opening the catechism unto his particular congre
gation~he had been upon this single account famous in the churches 
of Christ." 

EXTRACTS FROM HIS SERMONS ON THE FIRST OF JOHN 

We think that the following extracts from Binning's "Fellowship 
with God " (being twenty-eight sermons on the 1st Epistle of John, 
chapters 1 and 2, vv. 1-3), will be profitable to our readers. 

"If we say that we have feZZ.owship with him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth" (1 John 1 : 6). 

There is nothing in which men suffer themselves to be so easily 
deceived as in this highest concernment of religion, in which the 
eternal interest of their souls lies; there is no delusion either so 
gross, or so universal in any other thing, as in this thing, in 
regard to which all other things are nothing. This hath over
spread the world (to speak of that part only which pretends to 
Christianity) a strong, pertinacious, and blind fancy of being in 
Jesus Christ, and having an interest in salvation. I call it a blind 
and ignorant fancy, for truly ignorance and darkness is the 
strongest foundation of such conceits : papists call it the mother 
of devotion; it is true, in this sense it is the mother of a man's 
groundless devotion towards himself, that is, of delusion; this 
together with self-love, which always hoodwinks the mind, and 
will not suffer a serious impartial examination of a man's self; 
these, I say, are the bottom of this vain persuasion that fills the 
generality of men. 

Now, what it wants of knowledge, it hath of wilfulness, it is 
a conceit altogether void of reason, but it is so wilful, and 
pertinacious, that it is almost utterly unconquerable, and so it 
puts souls in the most desperate forlorn estate that can be 
imagined, it makes them, as the apostle speaks, Eph. 5 : 6, 
"children of impersua:sion," it is rendered commonly "children 
of disobedience," and indeed they are joined together, they are 
the . children of disobedience, carrying the manifest characters 
of wrath upon them; yet they are withal children of imper
suasion, incapable of any persuasion contrary to these deluding 
insinuations of their own minds, though they be manifest to all 
men to be sons of disobedience, living in rebellion against God, 
yet it is not possible to persuade them of it; they are as far from 
conviction of what they are, as reformation to what they should 
be. Notwithstanding, if men would give but an impartial and 
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attentive ear to what the apostle says here, I suppose the very 
frame of his argument is so convincing that he could not but 
leave some impression : if anything will convince a child of 
impersuasion, the terms here propounded are fittest: "God is 
light, and in him is no darkness." Hence it follows by unavoid
able consequence, as clear as the light, that no man can have 
fellowship with God, that walks in darkness. 

''We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous" (1 John 2: 1). 

There is no settlement to the spirit of a sinner, that is once 
touched with the sense of his sins, and apprehension of the 
justice and wrath of God, but in some clear and distinct under
standing of the grounds of consolation in the gospel, and the 
method of salvation revealed in it. There is no solid peacegiving 
answer to the challenges of the law, and thy own conscience, 
but in the advocacy of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of sinners; and 
therefore the apostle proposes it here for the comfort of believers, 
who are liable to be surprised through the suddenness of sin, 
and often deceived by the subtilty of Satan, whose soul's desires, 
and sincere endeavours are, to be kept from iniquity; and 
therefore they are made to groan within themselves, upon the 
prevalence of sin. Here is the cordial, I say; he presents to them 
Jesus Christ standing before the bar of heaven, and pleading his 
satisfaction in the name of such souls, and so suing forth an 
exemption and discharge for them from their sins; so he presents 
us with the most comfortable aspect, Christ standing between us 
and justice, the Mediator interposed between us and the Father, 
so there can come no harm to such poor sinners, except it come 
through his sides first, and no sentence can pass against them, 
unless he succumb in his righteous cause in heaven. The strength 
of Christ's advocacy for believers consists partly in his qualifica
tion for the office, partly in the ground and foundation of his 
cause. His qualification we have in this verse, the ground and 
foundation of his pleading in the next verse, in that he is a 
propitiation for our sins, and upon this very grourid his advocacy 
is both just and effectual. . . . 

But this is superadded to qualify our Advocate-He is "the 
Christ of God" anointed for this very purpose, and so hath a 
fair and lawful calling to this office; " He takes not this honour 
to himself, but was called thereto of his Father" (Heb. 5 : 4). As 
he did not make himself a priest, so he did not intrude upon the 
advocateship, but he that said "Thou art my Son" called him 
to it. If a man had ever so great ability to plead in the law, yet, 
except he be legally appointed, he may not take upon him to 
plead a cause. But our Lord Jesus Christ hath both skill and 
authority, he hath both the ability and the office, was not a 
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self-intruder or usurper, but the Council of heaven did licentiate 
him, and graduate him for the whole office of Mediatorship. 

In this there is the greatest stay and support for a sinking soul, 
to know that all this frame and fabric of the gospel was con
trived by God the Father, and that he is Master Builder in it; 
since it is so, there can nothing control or shake it, since .it is the 
very will of God, with whom we have to do, that a Mediator 
should stand between him and us; and since he hath such a mind 
to clear poor souls, that he freely chooseth and giveth them an 
able Advocate, it is a great token that he hath a mind to save as 
many as come and submit to him, and that he is ready to pardon, 
when he,.prepares so fit an Advocate for us, and hath not left us 
alone to plead our own cause. 

But the anointing of Christ for it implies the gifts as well as 
the authority, and the ability as well as the office; for God hath 
singularly qualified him for it, " giving him the spirit above 
measure" (Isa. 61 : 1). He received gifts not only to distribute 
to men, but to exercise for men, and their advantage (Psalm 
68: 18). And, therefore, the Father seems to interest himself in 
the cause as it were his own, he furnisheth our Advocate, as if it 
were to plead the cause of his own justice against us. He upholds 
and strengthens Christ in our cause, as really as if it were his 
own (Isa. 42: 1, 6), which expresseth to us the admirable 
harmony and consent of Heaven to the salvation of as many as 
make Christ their refuge, and desire not to live in sin. 

Though they be ·often foiled, yet there is no hazard of the 
failing of their cause above, hecause our Advocate hath both 
excellent skill and undoubtable authority. Yea, he is so fully 
qualified for this that he is called Jesus the Saviour, he is such an 
Advocate that he saves all he pleads for. The best advocate may 
lose the cause, either through the weakness of itself or the 
iniquity of the judge, but he is the Advocate and the Saviour, 
who never succumbed in his undertaking, for any souls. Be their 
sins ever so heinous, their accusations ever so just and true, their 
accuser ever so powerful, yet those who put their cause in his 
hand, who flee in hither for refuge, being wearied of the bondage 
of sin and Satan, he hath such a prevalency with the Father 
that their cause cannot miscarry. 

CONCLUSION OF HIS LABOURS 

After he had laboured four years in the ministry, serving God with 
his spirit in the gospel of His Son, he died in 1653, of a consumption, 
when he was scarcely come to the prime and vigour of his life, being 
only in the twenty-sixth year of his age; leaving behind him a sweet 
savour, and an epistle of commendation, upon the hearts of those 
who were his hearers. 
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He was a person of singular piety, of a humble, meek and peace
able temper; a judicious and lively preacher; nay, so extraordinary 
a pers<Yn that he was justly accounted a prodigy of human learning 
and knowledge of divinity. From his childhood he knew the Scrip
tures, and from a boy had been much under deep and spiritual 
exercise, until the time, or a little before, that he entered upon the 
office of the ministry; when he carne to a great calm and tranquillity 
of mind, being mercifully relieved from all these doubtings which for 
a long time he had been exercised with. 

Though he studied in his discourses to condescend to the capacity 
of the simple type of hearers, yet it must be owned that his gift of 
preaching was not so much accornomdated to a country congrega
tion as it was to the judicious and experienced. Considering the time 
he lived in, it might be said that he carried the orator's prize from 
his contemporaries in Scotland, and was not inferior to the best in 
England at that time. While he lived he was highly esteemed, 
having been a successful instrument of turning sinners into righteous
ness, and of perfecting the saints. He died much lamented by all 
good people who had the opportunity of knowing him. Mr. James 
Durham gave him this verdict : " That there was no speaking after 
Mr. Binning "; and truly he had the tongue of the learned, and 
knew how to speak a word in season. 

A tablet to his memory, erected by Patrick Gillespie, bears a Latin 
inscription, which has been thus rendered : 

" Mr Hugh Binning is buried here, a man distinguished for 
his piety, eloquence, and learning; an eminent philologist, 
philosopher, and theologian; in fine, a faithful and acceptable 
preacher of the gospel, who was removed from this word in the 
twenty-sixth year of his age, and in the year of our Lord 1653. 
He changed his country, not his company, because when on 
earth he walked with God. If thou wish to know anything 
beyond this, I am silent as to anything further, since neither 
thou nor this marble can receive it." F.C. 

THE EVERLASTING COVENANT 

To tempest-tossed and toil-worn hearts, bowed down 
With some dread sense of insufficiency, 
With wistful craving for a foothold firm 
Amid the swirling tides of this world's life, 
Is this sublime revealing given by God 
With His Holy Word,-there is for you 
An everlasting covenant, so sure 
It reaches back to past eternity 
And forward to the endless age of heaven. 

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. PIITAWAY. 
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BIBLE EXPOSITION 

PAUL A PATTERN 

By the REv. R. MuRRAY McCHEYNE* 

"Howbeit fOir this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus 
Christ might show forth all long-suffering, for a pattern to 
them which should hereafter believe on Him to life everlasting." 
-1 Timothy 1 : 16. 

THERE are three remarkable things contained in this verse. 

(a) The first is, that Paul felt himself to be the chief of sinners. 
He says, "For this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus 
Christ might show forth all long-suffering." But the word is the 
very same with that in the preceding verse; but is there rendered 
" the chief"; therefore Paul might have said, " That in me the 
chief of sinners, Jesus Christ might show forth all long-suffering," 
etc. That is the first thing spoken of in this verse. There might be 
other sinners saved in the world; still, Paul felt himself the chief; 
never was there a black soul washed, so black as me. Paul was 
very fond of repeating this. You will observe it in another form in 
1 Cor. 15: 9. Then again Eph. 3: 8, and again in our text, "I am 
the chief." Brethren, these are not the words of a feigned humility, 
Paul was writing under the direction of the Spirit. These words 
are words of truth and soberness. 

I think these words were true in two respects. First of all, I think 
Paul was the chief of sinners in the sight of God, although out
wardly he was, touching the law, blameless. Outwardly, no man 
could lay any thing to his moral character; yet, he fought against 
God, and against Christ. Ah ! brethren, there is many a one that 
has got a fair character who is yet an enemy and rebel against God. 
There are many that are as graves that do not appear, and those 
that walk over them are not aware of them. There are many that 
are like whited sepulchres that look fair to the eyes of men, but 
inwardly are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness. 

But further, I think Paul was the chief of sinners in his own 
sight. You know, brethren, if you take a very bright light into a dark 
chamber it discovers the things that are there. So God took a bright 
light into the chamber of Paul's heart, and discovered to him the 

* The sermon was delivered on Sabbath, 1st January, 1843, at the last 
communion season spent by the author on earth. Towards the close of 
the day's services, he remarked, " God knows whether it will be the last 
year of my ministry amon~ you or not." 
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pollution that was there, and then he knew more of his own self, 
he felt himself the chief of sinners, and could say, " 0 wretched 
man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death? " 

(b) But there is a second thing contained in this verse~" I 
obtained mercy." Twice over he says it. He says it in the 13th 
verse, " Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor; and 
injurious; but I obtained mercy." And then, at the 16th verse, 
" Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy." It is just like what he 
wrote to the Ephesians, "By grace are ye saved." Brethren, this 
is an expression that exactly suits one wpo is the chief of sinners. 
He did not say, I obtained justice-that would have been the chiefest 
place in hell; but, I obtained mercy. "I was a blasphemer, and a 
persecutor, and injurious; but I obtained mercy." He did not say, 
I obtained silver, or gold, or houses, or lands. God gives silver and 
gold to men who are cast into hell but God gives mercy to none 
but those who are eternally saved. 

(c) There is a still a third thing contained in this verse, and 
tha t is, the cause why he obtained mercy. "For this cause I obtained 
mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show forth all long
suffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on 
Him to life everlasting." Paul felt, brethren, that he was saved to 
be a pattern to others. The Lord had chosen him, not because he 
was better than others, for he says, " I am the chief"; but to shew 
what the blood of Christ and the Spirit can do. I suppose there are 
many. reasons in God why he shows mercy to any sinner. I believe 
that it is agreeable to all the attributes of God. I believe there is a 
meetness in God to show mercy to any sinner. " It was meet that we 
should make merry, and be glad," etc.; but Paul fixes on that, 
"Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy that in me first Jesus 
Christ might show forth all long-suffering, for a pattern to them 
which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting." I cannot 
tell why others got this mercy; . but, " for this cause I obtained 
mercy." You know, brethren, we understand better by pattern than 
any other.way. Now this i~ what God did, he saved Paul to be a 
pattern to all that should hereafter believe. I might , tell you for 
twenty years, that God was willing to have mercy oi1 'sinners, and 
you no better; but ah ! an example such as this proves that God 
will have mercy on sinners. Brethren, this last truth is what I mean 
to fix upon for a little. Let us examine why the conversion of Paul 
was a pattern to all who should ever believe. I think he was a 
pattern before conversion, at conversion, and ·after conversion. 

I.-A PATTERN BEFORE CONVERSION 

First of all, before conversion Paul was a pat-tern to· shew us that 
God is long-suffering. We are often told that God is long-suffering. 
We are told it in that passage to Moses, " The Lord God merciful 
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and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth," 
etc. And in the Psalms, " The Lord is slow to anger and of great 

· kindness." And we have many examples : it is said, " The long
suffering of God waited in the days of Noah." You remember how 
long God waited on Abraham. You remember how long God 
waited on Moses, when in the palace of Pharaoh. And you remem
ber how long God had waited on all his Old Testament saints. 
And how long did he wait on the thief on the cross? All his life. 

But the most illustrious example of long-suffering in God was in 
the case of Paul. It is true he was a young man; but long-suffering 
does not depend on that, but on how he had provoked God. God 
found he was the chief of sinners. He was a pattern of the long
suffering of Christ. He is held up to the world's end, as a pattern 
and a mirror to show the long-suffering of Christ. As Christ dealt 
with him, so is He willing to deal with you, 0 sinner. 

I suppose when a boy at T arsus he resisted the Holy Spirit of 
God. And I have no doubt that even in his own heart he learned 
to be a persecutor. And when he sat a t the feet of Gamaliel, no 
doubt he heard often about him that died for sinners. No doubt 
Gamaliel often told the students of him who died; and that filled his 
heart with thoughts of persecution. And still farther when he saw 
Stephen stoned to death, he could take the clothes, and consent 
unto his death. Ah ! it was then that he was provoking Christ to 
the uttermost to let him go. But no. And then when after the death 
of Stephen, he " made havoc of the church, entering into every 
house, and haling men and women, committing them to prison." 
Not content with making havoc of the church at Jerusalem, he 
sought letters of the high priest to Damascus, that if he found any 
of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them 
bound unto J erusalem; yet, even then Christ did not let him go, 
H e followed him even to the wilderness, and when he was about to 
spring upon the fold where the sheep were, Christ laid His h and 
upon him that he might be a chosen vessel to bear His name to 
the Gentiles, .and kings, and the children of Israel. 

And there may be some among you that may have provoked Christ 
in a dreadful manner. I have no doubt there are many here who 
have an ou~ard decent morality, yet are provoking Christ to let 
them go. And ah, my brethren, perhaps some of you are saying 
within yourself, It is of no use in me seeking mercy. Oh! sinner, 
look to the pattern. Christ made him a pattern that none may 
despair. 

II.-A PATTERN IN HIS CONVERSION 

I come now in the second place to show that Paul was a pattern 
in his conversion. He was so in three ways. 

(a) First, he was a pattern of the sovereignty of God. You are 
often told in the Bible that He is a sovereign God, though you do not 
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believe it. You are often told that "He will have mery on whom 
He will have mercy." We have also many examples of divine 
sovereignty in the word of God. 

We have the example that God sent His Son to man and not to 
fallen angels. You have also the remarkable example of God 
choosing Abraham out of a family that worshipped graven images. 
And you have another example in what God told the Jews-" The 
Lord did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because ye 
were more in number than any people (for ye were the fewest of 
all people); but because the Lord loved you." " Not for your 
righteousness do I this, be it known unto you, 0 house of I srael, 
for thou art a stiffnecked people." And, again, God sovereignly 
rejected the Jews, and chose the Gentiles, and said, "None of these 
men that were bidden shall taste of my supper." Another particular 
example in the word of God is the example of Jacob and Esau, 
"Was not Jacob Esau's brother, saith the Lord, yet I loved Jacob 
and I hated Esau." "And before they were born, neither having 
done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election 
might stand, it was said, The elder shall serve the younger." 

But of all the examples of divine sovereignty, Paul's was the most 
remarkable, because he was the chief of sinners. And if it could 
reach the chiefest sinner, then it can reach to all others. Ah ! my 
brethren, when Paul was seated at the feet of Gamaliel, what man 
in all the world could have said that young- Jew of T arsus would 
be the man that was to save the world. Why did God take him 
and not his fellow? And, brethren, if you follow him along the 
desert, until he came within sight of Damascus-if you were to see 
him grasping the letters, that he had to Damascus, when he thought 
of his prey-which of you would have said that he was to be the 
man whom Christ would choose? He was the chief of sinners, of 
all that company, yet the Lord appeared to him; the rest of them 
were speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. It was only 
to Saul that he appeared. Ah ! my brethren, why was this? It was 
that he might bear His name to the Gentiles. What was that? 
Just to be a pattern to all that should ever hear the gospel, to show 
what divine sovereignty is. Ah ! brethren, this is the pattern of 
divine sovereignty. 

There may be some here saying today, How can He come to me? 
Ah! my brethren, you think your heart is so hard that H e cannot 
come to you; but ah! He may. If Paul had been told that morning 
that Christ was coming to him, he would have smiled in bitter scorn ; 
but He did come, so He may come to you. " His way is in the 
sea; a nd His path in the mighty waters; and His footsteps not 
known." 

(b) But, again, Paul was a pattern of e ffectual callin.f!.. We are 
often told in the word of God about this. In the llOth Psalm, it is 
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said, "Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power." We 
are told in the 65th Psalm, " Blessed is the man whom thou 
choosest, and causest to approach unto Thee." There are also many 
sweet examples in the word of God. There is that in Hosea, " I 
taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by the arms." We have 
also particular examples in the word of God of effectual calling. 
We have the example of Lydia. It is said, "The Lord opened the 
heart of Lydia to attend unto the things that were spoken." And 
we have the example of Zaccheus. Christ said to him, " Come 
down, for today I must abide a:t thy house." 

But by far the most remarkable example of effectual calling was 
that of Paul If you had gone round the world, you would not 
have found another heart more completely at enmity to God and 
Christ, yet he was effectually called. Ah! my brethren, if you had 
seen them that day when they left the gate of Jerusalem, and been 
asked, who was most likely to receive the truth, you would have 
said that Paul was the bitterest enemy that Christ had, and that he 
was the unlikeliest to receive the truth. And yet when the cry came, 
"Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? he tremblingly and aston
ished said, Who art thou, Lord ? " And when the voice came 
again, "I am Jesus whom thou persecutest," he exclaimed, "Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?" 

• Brethren, you often hear about effectual calling, and you read 
about it in your Catechism ; and yet, perhaps, you do not know 
what it is. This is it. This is what is meant by effectual calling : 
It is the whole powers of the mind that flow out to Christ. It is 
making that which was blind to see-that which was deaf to hear, 
and that which was dead to live. This is effectual calling, and this 
is God's example of it. Oh ! is there a man here saying, it is not 
possible to turn the current of my soul to God. But He that called 
Paul out of darkness into H is marvellous light, can do the same to 
thee. Brethren, I believe that manv of you here are dead, and are 
like the dry bones of Ezekiel's valley. And I believe that if you 
were brought to feel that Christ can turn you, that that would 
be the beginning of life to you. The first thing that Christ does is to 
convince you that H e is able. 

(c) Once more under this head, Paul was a pattern of a sinner 
justified by ano,ther. He was not only a pattern of divine sovereignty, 
but he was a pattern of justification bv another. You know; 
brethren, you are continually told in the Bible, that a man is not 
justified by what he is, but by what another is. We have also the 
example of many that are justified by the righteousness of another 
in the Bible. We have that of Abel; we are told that "by faith 
he offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. by which 
he obtained witness that he was righteous." We are told of Abraham 
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that he "believed God," and it was counted unto him for righteous
ness." 

But by far the most eminent example of any being justified by 
another is Paul. It was so for two reasons: (1) Because he was 
inwardly most vile. (2) And outwardly most decent. I believe that 
there never was a man more difficult to cover with another's 
righteousness than Saul, for God said he was the chief of sinners. 
And there was another reason, and that was, he thought himself 
righteous. If ever there was one that was outwardly touching the 
law, blameless, it was he; he had lived a most religious life in the 
world. And oh ! brethren, when the righteousness of another was 
offered to him, he said, I do not need it; it was the most difficult 
thing to convince him of the need of another's righteousness, yet, 
when he was convinced he sought-he desired no other. Hear his 
own words, " I do not frustrate the grace of God." " I count all 
things but loss, that I may win Christ and be found in Him not 
having my own righteousness which is of the law, but that which 
is by faith, the righteousness which is of God by faith." 

Oh ! brethren, if that man be justified in the righteousness of 
another, then why may not you? If the deluge covered the loftiest 
mountains, would it not cover the little hills? If the sun when it 
rises, casts a mantle of beauty over the snowy Alps, will it not 
cover and cast a beauty over the lesser hills? If this righteousness 
can cover Paul, then it can cover any other. This is good news to 
the vilest wretch before me. If the Pharisee found righteousness in 
another, then may you. Brethren, many of yc:m may have heard 
that there is a way of righteousness through another, and yet perhaps 
you did not understand it. This is it-this is a pattern of it. 

III.-A PATTERN AFTER CONVERSION 

And now, brethren, I meant to show you in the third and last 
place, that Paul was an example after conversion; but that I shall 
merely touch upon. I said, brethren, that Paul was a pattern 
before conversion, at conversion, and now I would show that he 
was a pattern after conversion. He was a pattern after conversion in 
this respect : That he became the chief of saints, and the first of 
apostles. You are often told in the Scriptures that the gospel makes 
men holy, and we have many examples of it in the word of God ; 
but by far . the greatest example was that of Paul. He might well 
say like one of old, " I am not the man I was." Paul often reminds 
us of one who had been in heaven-" Our conversation is in heaven." 
He looked to God as a reality, to heaven as a reality, to hell as a 
reality, and then he says, " We walk by faith." He says, " I am 
persuaded that neither death nor life," etc. 

Brethren, that is a pattern to you, to show that conversion makes 
a man a new creature. Ah! ·is there any one here thinks that you 
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have been called-that you are converted, and yet living in sin? 
You do not answer to the pattern. He was a pattern in all he did, 
he was a pattern in his labours, he was like his Lord, he travelled 
by sea and land to preach the gospel. Before conversion he laboured 
hard to destroy men, but now he labours hard to save men. He is 
a new creature. 

My dear brethren, from all this let us learn two lessons. 

The first is by the way, but it should not be omitted. If there 
be any great sinner in this congregation that is saved, you are saved 
to be a pattern, a pattern to your family-a pattern to• your friends
a pattern to· the world. I believe, brethren, that worldly men are 
often scandalised to see notorious sinners saved. It is hard to say 
who is the chief of sinners : it is not those that are open sinners that 
are the chiefest. Paul was no drunkard, no swearer, and yet he says, 
" I am the chief." But remember if you are saved, it is not for your 
own ease-God forbid. 

One lesson more, brethren, and I am done. What you have heard 
this day makes some of you inexcusable for not coming to the 
Saviour. If the chief of sinners found mercy, why have you not 
found it? There are many, many in this congregation who know 
they are not saved-that they are not washed. Now, sinner, I say 
if Paul who was the chief of sinners was brought to Christ, and not 
only saved, but made the chief of saints, why may not you? Oh ! 
brethren, I believe that Mary Magdalene, and Manasseh, and Paul 
will rise up in the judgment and condemn you-they will lift up 
their red blood hands and say, We, we found mercy-why have not 
you? Oh ! what will you answer? Paul will say, I had a harder 
heart than you, yet Christ made me willing in the day of His power 
-and why not you? Amen. 

APOSTLE OF THE NORTH 

How BERNARD GILPIN NARROWLY EscAPED MARTYRDOM 

ONE who just escaped martyrdom in Queen Mary's reign was the 
REv. BERNARD GILPIN, of Houghton, Carlisle, Cumberland. He had 
long been prepared to suffer for the truth. When his London friends 
sent him a message that Bishop Bonner had determined to bring 
him to the stake and that he had not a moment to lose, he refused 
to fly. He set his house in order and waited for Bonner's emissaries 
to seize him. This they did. 

But, as he was riding to London with them, his horse fell, and 
Gilpin's leg was broken. As Mr. Gilpin had often said that " nothing 
happens to us but what is intended for our good," his custodians 
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asked him whether he thought that his broken leg was so intended? 
He answered that he had no doubt but it was. 

And so it turned out. Before he was able to travel again, Queen 
Mary died (November 17th, 1558), and Gilpin was set free. He 
returned to Houghton, crowds of. people welcoming him with 
expressions of joy at his providential deliverance. 

Bernard Gilpin (1517-1583), known as "The Apostle of the 
North," was a courageous Protestant, whose witness in such danger
ous times ought to be more widely known. 

He came of an ancient Westmoreland family of Kentmire Hall. 
He had a Grammar School education, and went to Queen's College, 
Oxford. Having resolved to enter into holy orders, he made the 
Scriptures his chief study, acquiring a thorough knowledge of 
Hebrew and Greek. He became a Fellow of his College. 

He was brought up in the doctrines of the Roman Church, but 
he had a more open mind than others. Probably the writings of 
Erasmus began to awaken him. At any rate a public disputation 
with Hooper (afterwards Bishop of Worcester) made him feel that 
the Romish doctrines were not well supported by Scripture. Later 
he held a public disputation with Peter Martyr, the Reformer from 
the Continent. He soon found the Scriptural arguments of Peter 
Martyr too strong for him, and at once gave up his advocacy of 
the Roman position. Peter Martyr's soul yearned over Bernard 
Gilpin, and he often prayed for him. Gilpin became persuaded 
that the religion of Popery was not the religion of the Bible; he 
found that the Papal doctrines were inventions of later times and 
were " the traditions of men." He became opposed to the doctrine 
of seven sacraments, transubstantiation, indulgences, praying before 
images, and preventing people from reading the Scriptures. 

He remained at Oxford till he was thirty-five. After travelling 
for three years on the Continent, he became Rector of Houghton
le-Spring. He did a great work, and people went for miles to his 
services. He travelled in most parts of the North preaching the 
Gospel of the Lord .Jesus Christ. Much more might be said of this 
great "Apostle of the North." w.n.s. 

One reason why Popery has of late gained so much power in 
Great Britain and Ireland, and is gaining power still, is that many 
Protestants look on it now as a form of true Christianity; and think 
that, on that account, notwithstanding great errors, it ought to be 
treated very tenderly. Many suppose that at the time of the 
Reformation, it was reformed, and that it is now much nearer the 
truth than it was before that time. It is still, however, the same; 
and, if examined, will be found to be so different from, and so 
hostile to, real Christianity, that it is not, in fact, Christianity at all. 
-T. W. MEDHURST (Glasgow), ((Is Romanism Christianity? n 
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THEOLOGY 

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ONLY 

THE REv. THOMAS ScoTT QUOTES FROM WRITINGS OF 

" THE. Junicrous HooKE!R JJ 

(From Scott's "Force of Truth JJ) 

IN January 1777, I met with a very high commendation of ·Mr. 
Hooker's writings, in which the honourable appellation of Judicious 
was bestowed upon him. This excited my curiosity to read his 
works, which accordingly I did with great profit. 

In his "Discourse on Justification JJ (edit. 1682, p. 496), I met 
with the following remarkable passage, which, as well for its ex
cellency as for the effect it had upon my religious views, I shall, 
though rather long, transcribe. 

" If our hands did never offer violence to our brethren, a 
bloody thought doth prove us murderers before Him [God]. 
If we had never opened our mouth to utter any scandalous, 
offensive, or hurtful word, the cry of our secret cogitations 
is heard in the ears of God. If we did not commit the sins 
which, daily and hourly, in deed, word, or thought, we do 
commit, yet, in the good things which we do, how many 
defects are there intermingled ! God, in that which is done, 
respecteth the mind and intention of the doer. Cut off then 
all those things wherein we have regarded our own glory; 
those things which men do to please men, and to satisfy our 
own liking; those things which we do by any respect, not 
sincerely, and purely for the love of God; and a small score 
will serve for the number of our righteous deeds. 

" Let the holiest and best thing we do be now considered : 
we are never better affected unto God than when we pray; 
yet when we pray, how are our affections many times dis
tracted ! how little reverence do we show unto the grand 
Majesty of God, unto whom we speak! how little remorse of 
our own miseries ! how little taste of the sweet influence of 
His tender mercies do we feel ! Are we not as unwilling many 
times to begin, and as glad to make an end, as if in saying, 

, ' Call upon me,' He had set us a very burdensome task? 

"It may seem somewhat extreme which I will speak; there
fore let every one judge of it, even as his own heart shall tell 
him, and no otherwise. I · will but only make a demand : if 
God shall yield unto us, not, as unto Abraham, if fifty, forty , 
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thirty, twenty, yea, or if ten good persons could be found in a 
city, for their sakes the city should not be destroyed; but and if 
He should make us an offer thus large : Search all the genera
tions of men, since the fall of our father Adam ; find one man 
that hath done one action, which hath passed from him pure, 
without any stain or blemish at all; and for that one man's 
action only, neither men nor angels shall feel the torments 
which are prepared for both : do you think that this ransom to 
deliver men and angels could be found to be among the sons 
of men? The best things which we do, have somewhat in them 
to be pardoned; how then can we do any thing meritorious, or 
worthy to be rewarded ? Indeed, God doth liberally promise 
whatsoever appertaineth to a blessed life, to as many as 
sincerely keep His law, though they be not exactly able to 
keep it. Wherefore we acknowledge a dutiful necessity of 
doing well, but the meritorious dignity of doing well we 
utterly renounce. We see how far we are from the perfect 
righteousness of the law; the little fruit which we have in 
holiness, it is, God knoweth, corrupt and unsound; we put no 
confidence at all in it ; we challenge nothing in the world for 
it; we dare not call God to reckoning, as if we had him in 
our debt-books. Our continual suit to him is, and must be, 
to bear with our infirmities, and pardon our offences." 

I had no sooner read this passage, than I acquired such an 
insight into the strictness and spirituality of the Divine law, and 
the perfection which a just and holy God, according to that law, 
cannot but require in all the services of His reasonable creatures; 
that I clearly perceived my very best duties, on which my main 
dependence had hitherto been placed, to be merely specious sins; 
and my whole life appeared to be one continued series of trans
gression. 

I now understood the apostle's meaning, when he affirms, that 
u By the works of the law can no flesh be justified before God." 
All my difficulties in this matter vanished; all my distinctions and 
reasonings about the meaning of the words " law" and "justifica
tion," with all my borrowed criticisms upon them, failed me at 
once. I could no longer be thus amused ; for I was convinced, 
beyond the possibility of a doubt, that all men were so notoriously 
transgressors of every law of God, that no man could possibly be 
justified in his sight by his obedience to any of the Divine com
mandments. I ..;vas sensible that if God should call me into judgment 
before Him, according to the strictness of His perfect law, for the 
best duty I ever performed, and for nothing else, I must be con
demned as a transgressor; for when weighed in these exact balances, 
it would be found wanting. 
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Thus I was effectually convinced, that if ever I were saved, it 
must be in some way of unmerited mercy and grace, though I did 
not clearly understand in what way till long after. Immediately 
therefore, I took for my next text, Gal. 3: 22 : "But the scripture 
hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus 
Christ might be given to them that believe." And I preached from 
it according to Hooker's doctrine; expressing, as strongly as I could, 
the defilements of our best actions, and our need of mercy in every 
thing we do; in order the more evidently to show that " salvation 
is of grace, through faith, not of works, lest any man should boast." 

I had not, however, as yet attained to a knowledge of the fulness 
of that fountain, whence all these polluted streams flow forth so 
plentifully into our lives and conversation. Neither was I then able 
to receive the following nervous passage concerning justification 
(Hooker, page 495) : 

"The righteousness wherein we must be found, if we will be 
justified, is not our own; therefore we cannot be justified by 
any inherent quality. Christ hath merited righteousness for as 
many as are found in Him. In Him God findeth us, if we be 
faithful; for by faith we are incorporated into Christ. Then, 
although in ourselves we be altogether sinful and unrighteous, 
yet even the man which is impious in himself, full of inquity, 
full of sin; him, being found in Christ through faith, and 
having his sin remitted through repentance, him God be
holdeth with a gracious eye; putteth away his sin by not 
imputing it; taketh quite away the punishment due thereunto 
by pardoning it; and accepteth him in Jesus Christ as per
fectly righteous as if he had fulfilled all that was commanded 
in the law. Shall I say, more perfectly righteous than if him
self had fulfilled the whole law? I must take heed what I say; 
but the apostle saith, "God made Him to' be sin for us, who 
knew no· sin, that we might be made· the righteousness of God 
in Him.' Such we are in the sight of God the father, as the 
very Son of God Himself. Let it be counted folly, or frenzy, 
or fury, whatsoever, it is our comfort, and our wisdom; we 
care for no knowledge in the world but this, that man hath 

· sinned, and God hath suffered; that God hath made Himself 
the Son of man, and that men are made the righteousness of 
God." 

Equally determinate and expressive are these words (page 
500): 

" As for such as hold, with the church of Rome, that we 
cannot be saved by Christ alone without works, they do, not 
only by a circle of consequences, but directly, deny the found
ation of faith; they hold it not, no, not so much as by a 
thread." 
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If the judicious Hooker's judgment may in this important concern 
be depended upon (and I suppose it will not easily be proved 
erroneous), I fear the foundation of faith is held by only a small 
part of that church which has honoured her champion with this 
distinction. 

Pages 508 and 509, he thus defends his doctrine against the 
objections of the papists (for at that time none but the papists 
openly objected to it). 

" It is a childish cavil wherewith, in the matter of justi
fication, our adversaries do so greatly please themselves, ex
claiming, that we tread all Christian virtues under our feet, 
and require nothing of Christians but faith; because we teach 
that faith alone justifieth. Whereas, by this speech, we never 
meant to exclude either hope or charity from being always 
joined, as inseparable mates with faith in the man that is 
justified; or works from being added, as necessary duties, 
required at the hands of every justified man : but to show that 
faith is the only hand which putteth on Christ unto justi
fication; and Christ the only garment, which being so put on, 
covereth the nature of our defiled natures, hideth the imperfec
tions of our works, preserveth us blameless in the sight of God; 
before whom, otherwise, the weakness of our faith were cause 
sufficient to make us culpable; yea, to shut us out from the 
kingdom of heaven, where nothing that is not absolute can 
enter." 

Had I at this met with such passages in the writings of the 
dissenters, or in any of those modern publications which, under the 
brand of methodistical, are condemned without reading, or perused 
with invincible prejudice, I should not have thought them worth 
regard, but should have rejected them as wild en~husiasm. But I 
knew that Hooker was deemed perfectly orthodox, and a standard 
writer, by the prelates of the church in his own days. I learned 
from his dispute with Mr. Travers, that he was put upon his defence, 
for making concessions in this matter to the church of Rome, which 
the zealous Protestants did not think warrantable; and that he was 
judged by the more rigid, too lax in his doctrine, by none too rigid. 
I had never heard it insinuated that he was tinctured with en
thusiasm; and the solidity of his judgment, and the acuteness of his 
reasoning faculties, need no voucher to the attentive reader. His 
opinion, therefore, carried great weight with it; made me suspect 
the truth of my former sentiments; and put me upon serious in
quiries and deep meditation on this subject, accompanied with 
earnest prayers for the teaching and direction of the Lord on this 
impm;tant point. 

The result was, that after many objections and doubts, and much 
examination of the word of God, in a few months I began to accede 
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to Mr. Hooker's sentiments. And at the present, my opinion, in this 
respect, a s far as I know, coincides with these passages o{ this 
eminent author, and is supported and vindicated by the same 
arguments : he, therefore, who would prove our doctrine of justi
cation by faith alone to be an error, will do well to answer in the 
first place these quotations from Mr. Hooker. 

Indeed, as far as I can understand him, there is scarcely any 
doctrine which, with no inconsiderable offence, I now preach, that is 
not as evidently contained in his writings as in my sermons. Witness 
particularly his <<Sermon of the Certainty and Perpetuity of Faith 
in the Elect "; in which the doctrine of the final perseverance of 
true believers,, is expressly taught and scripturally maintained : and 
he closes it with this noble triumph of full assurance, as resulting 
from that comfortable doctrine in the hearts of confirmed and 
experienced Christians : 

" I know in whom I have believed; I am not ignorant whose 
precious blood has been shed for me; I have a Shepherd full 
of kindness, full of care, and full of power : unto Him I 
commit myself. His own finger hath engraven this sentence 
on the tables of my heart : ' Satan hath desired to winnow 
thee as wheat, but I have prayed that thy faith fail not.' 
Therefore, the assurance of my hope I will labour to keep 
as a jewel unto ,the end, and by labour, through the gracious 
mediation of His prayer, I shall keep it" (Page 532). 

With such words in my mouth, and such assurance in my heart, 
I wish to live, and hope to die. 

The insertion of these quotations from this old author will, I 
hope, need no apology. Many have not his works, and these 
extracts are wor thy of their persusal; others, from these specimens, 
may be prevailed with to read, what perhaps hath hitherto been an 
unnoticed book in their studies. Especially I recommend to those, 
who admire him as the champion of external order and discipline 
of the church, and who willingly allow him the honour of being 
distinguished bv the epithet .Judicious, that they would a ttentively 
read, and impartially consider his doctrine. This would put an 
effectual stop to those declamations that, either ignorantly or mali
ciously, are made against the very doctrines, as novel inventions, 
which have just now been explained and defended in Mr. Hooker's 
own words. For my part, though I acknowledge that he advances 
many things I should be unwilling to subscribe, yet, I heartily bless 
God at this time I read him : the first material alteration that took 
place in my views of the gospel, being in consequence of it. 
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THE ATONEMENT 

FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED 

By the REv. WILLIAM PARKS, B.A. (Manchester) 

"And I lay down my life for the sheep."-John 10: 15. 

You often hear me quote this precious text, and much of its context 
(and as long as I live I shall never be weary quoting it), but it is a 
long, long while since we meditated upon it in all its bearings. Two 
circumstances during the last week (which circumstances it is not 
needful to dilate upon) · have pressed this text and its context upon 
my mind, and now I humbly pray God to bless me in my elaboration 
of it. I have so much to say upon the text and context that I will at 
once hasten to discuss these three questions, viz. : 

I. For whom did Christ lay down His life? 

II. What was His purpose : n so doing? 

III. Can we get to know tnat we are Christ's sheep? 

I.-FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED 

For whom did Christ lay down His life ?-The text and context 
are clear and explicit upon the point : they answer unmistakably, 
<< For the sheep." It is a curious fact that there are only two sorts 
of people mentioned in the Scriptures-sheep and goats. You will 
never meet with such · terms as " Churchmen " or " Baptists " or 
" Congregationalists " or " Methodists " in the Bible. They are all 
either sheep or goats, and I think it is very clear that it is not 
" believing in Christ " that makes a man a sheep, for a sheep is a 
sheep before he believes, and consequently a goat must be a goat to 
the end of the chapter; a sheep can never be made into a goat, nor 
a goat into a sheep. 

"How do you prove that?" you say. I answer, "By verse 16: 
" And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold : them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one 
fold, and one shepherd." Now here are positively unbelieving parties 
called sheep. Christ is here evidently speaking of certain parties 
who had neveryet heard His voice or His word, yet whom He calls 
"sheep." Dear hearers, mark this well. It is not believing that 
makes a man a sheep, it is election. Many have very erroneous 
views upon this point. They think that a man is a goat whilst he is 
in unbelief, and a sheep when he believes. Nothing of the sort. A 
sheep of Christ's is a sheeo before he believes, and it was for him · 
as well as for others who do believe Christlaid down His life." 
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But someone says, " Though Christ declares He laid down His 
life for the sheep, He does not say He laid down his life only for the 
sheep; so that He may have laid it down for others as well." This 
is contemptible quibbling. By the same fallacious mode of reason
ing it might be said, " Though it is written there is one Mediator 
between God and man, it does not follow that there is only one; 
there may be others." What would you think of the individual who 
would thus argue? Surely you would regard him as a sophist and 
a blasphemer. 

It is objected, "But it is written, Christ tasted death for 'every 
man,' and 'He died for all.'" This and similar objections have such 
flimsy grounci to stand upon that it is perfectly ridiculous to keep 
urging them. Every scholar knows that the words e;very and all and 
world bear such various meanings in Scripture that nothing logical 
in the way of argument can be extracted from them. We put them 
aside as worthless in this controversy. 

There is another proof as to the limit of the atonement. It is 
derivable from the Lord's prayer in John 17. Christ there prayed 
for the nucleus of His Church, or body of sheep, and also for all 
that in after-ages should believe in Him. Now what was the prayer 
about? That each and every one of such should be kept from the 
evil, and that they might be one, as the Father and Christ are one. 
Now we argue thus: If Christ in His prayer meant every man, 
woman, and child of the family of Adam, His prayer has been a 
singular failure. But Christ's prayer cannot fail. Therefore, He 
could not have prayed for all mankind. If He could not have 
prayed, then, for all mankind, He could not have laid down His life 
for all mankind; for it is incredible that He should have died for 
those for whom He would not pray. 

In short, it may be demonstrated that the atonement is limited 
to Christ's "sheep» whoever they are, to Christ's "Church," what
ever it is; and the notion that Christ died for every man, woman, 
and child of Adam's race is at once illogical, absurd, and 
blasphemous. And yet I believe it possible for a man to be one of 
Christ's beloved sheep, and consequently to be saved, who cannot 
see this. There are many of God's people with grace in their hearts 
who are very silly sheep in their heads. 

II.-THE PURPORT OF CHRIST'S DEATH 

What was the purport of Christ's death? What a momentous 
question ! If we could but realise the greatness, the dignity, the 
power, the might and majesty of Christ, we should be sure to give 
a correct answer at once. It could not have been a mere experiment, 
a mere haphazard effort, which might or mig-ht not succeed. Oh, 
no ! But, as the text and context inform us, He laid down His life 
in the stead of His sheep; He died that they might live; He died 
that He might undergo their penalty and punishment; He died that 
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His people given to Him by His Father from all eternity might be 
rescued from death, hell, and sin, and be glorified with Him in 
eternity. 

The poor sheep of Christ had fallen-miserably fallen-as well as 
others. Nothing that they could do could possibly restore them to 
their lost position. Rivers of tears could not do it; multitudes of 
sighs and prayers could not do it; countless sacrifices could not do it. 
A gulf had been created between their sin and God's holiness, that 
neither men nor angels could span-a chasm had been made that 
no creature's efforts could bridge over or diminish. The mighty 
God Himself, in Christ Jesus, had to do it, and thus open a way 
for the sheep to pass over and into the glorious kingdom of heaven. 
None but sheep, I can tell you, can ever pass over that highway, 
and none that set foot upon it can ever miss walking right into the 
kingdom of glory. There is no doubt about it; there is no chance 
in it; there is no if or perhaps or peradventure, along the whole line 
of road. The sheep are put upon it, and on they must go, in defiance 
of all opposition from men or devils. Here you have the answer to 
the question : "For what purpose did Christ lay down His life? " 

Oh, how different is this tale, this orthodo;x report, this sure word 
of revelation, to the miserable, confused, and garbled statement so 
commonly made about Christ's death and Christ's design and 
Christ's work in His life! I declare to you this gladdens my heart, 
and makes me ready to leap for joy. This draws out and draws up 
my affections, my thankfulness, my best services to God. Whilst I 
think upon the fact, I can lay my very life at His feet. But, when 
I listen to the other theory, namely, that Christ laid down Bis life 
that He might be enabled to help them that help themselves, who 
after all may tumble headlong into the pit, my very heart sickens, 
and I am overwhelmed in despair. 0 sheep of the · Lord Jesus, look 
up, for you can never perish, neither can any power pluck you out 
of your Saviour's hand! What is more, your Saviour knows you 
(John 10: 27). 

And what think you is implied in that? He knows vour names, 
your number, and, if any one of you be missin~ at the last day, 
God will send Him back again to fetch you. He knows your sorrows, 
your trials, your temptations, your corruptions, your wanderings ; 
He knows all about your tears, vour sighs, your prayers, your wrest
lings with sin and Satan, and He sympathises with you; ay, and, 
what is bPtter than all, He gives you eternal life, and you shall 
never perish. That word came home to my soul with ~eat power on 
Wednesday night last: "He that believeth in ME, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live : and whosoever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die " (fohn 11 : 25, 26). If there be not another text in 
all the Bible hut that, it suffices to assure me of fina1 perseverance. 
Glory be to God ! 
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III.-CAN WE KNOW? 

And now, Can we get to know that we are Christ's sheep? I 
answer unhesitatingly, We may get to know. Brethren, there are 
two things that tend to keep the soul of the quickened child of God 
unhappy: they are (1) Ignorance of God's plan of salvation; (2) 
Want of experimental knowledge of that salvation. 

First, as long as we are not clear upon the great design of God 
in the atonement, we shall be liable to be "carried about with 
every wind of doctrine," consequently we must be unstable and 
unhappy. 

Secondly, .and as long as we are without some experimental 
knowledge of an interest in it, so long shall we be unhappy. 

So that the very first thing to aim at is a clear comprehension 
of God's purposes as they are revealed in the Scriptures. Most 
people are content to take other men's word for it : but a living 
child of God will search for himself. God's purpose in the atonement 
was this : to save a peculiar people with an everlasting salvation. 
Whatever is added to this is so much rubbish, the invention of carnal 
wisdom. Fling it from you as dross; until you do, you will oscillate 
between light and darkness, hope and fear; you will never be able 
to stand on firm ground. 

Well, that purpose settled, the next thing is to try and see if we 
are amongst that people. If we are dead in sin we cannot know; 
but, if we are quickened, we may readily know by taking our Bibles 
and comparing our experience with what we read therein. For 
instance, we read in our context, "My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me." . What can be plainer than that? 
What does Christ's voice proclaim? Why this chiefly, "Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I ·will give you rest." 
" He that liveth and believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die." 
" Except a man be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God." " If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself," etc. " Whosoever confesseth me before men him will I 
confess before my Father which is in heaven," and vice versa. 

Here is the whole volume of Christ's voice. Have we heard it not 
merely with the hearing of the ear, but in the channel of experience, 
so as to believe it, and so as to follow Christ? " And they follow 
me/' says He. It cannot possibly mean to keep so close to Him 
as never to stray from Him, for we all stray more or less; but to 
follow Christ means to look to Him for all we want, and all we 
desire, and all that God wants and God desires. If we can say .._.;e 
thus follow Christ, there is no doubt about it we are His sheep; 
the consequences you know already. 

-Sermon 35, Notes of Sermons, 1868. 




