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EDITORIAL

A CLEAR AND DIRECT SERMON

We are privileged to include in this issue of The Gospel Magazine
a Sermon by the Rev. H. M. Carson, Vicar of St. Paul's. Cambridge.

on the subject of CHRISTIAN NONCONFORMITY TO THE WORLD. We

ourselves have been delighted to read it. and value its clear. direct.

and decided statements, especially in the second part on the relation

ship of the CllUrch with the World.

Nothing blunts more the witness of the individual Christian or

of the Church as a whole than the spirit of worldliness. We feel that

every Christian who. ::'y God's mercy. "knows the grace of God in

truth." will want to pray for·· a tender conscience against every

approach of the worldly spirit. We recall the words of Paul:

"Now we have received. not the spirit of the world. but the spirit
which is of God'~ (l Corinthians 2: 12).
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THE FAMILY PORTION
OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMrORT

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able 10 comfort
them whi~h are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves ,are

, ,/' comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. '4.
I _

A ROYAL MARRIAGE-FEAST

"The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, lvhich made a
marriage for his son, and sent forth hi~' servants to call them
that were bidden to the wedding, and they would not come."
-Matthew 22: 2-3.

IN His last week in Jerusalem the Lord Jesus spoke directly to the
chief priests, the elders, the Scribes and Pharisees. He had just said
to them, "Did ye never read in the Scriptures, The stone which the
builders rejected is become the head of the corner; this is the Lord's
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes" (Matthew 21: 42). He then
added: "Therefore, I say unto yo.u, The kingdom of heaven shall be
taken from you, and given to 'a nation bringing forth the fruit
thereof" (verse 44). The chief priests and Pharisees "perceived that
He spake of them" (verse 45), and but for the people they would
have laid hands on Him (verse 46).

After this the Lord Jesus spoke to them the parable of THE ROYAL
MARRIAGE-FEAST, to which we invite the attention of our readers
(Matthew 22: 1-14). We may at once remark that the parable refers
mainiy to the rejection of the Jews and to the calling of the Gentiles.
In considering a parable it is wise to keep largely to the main thought
and not to endeavour to give significance to all the details.

At this point we desire to refer to some modern critical comments.
On th~ relation of this parable in Matthew (the Royal Marriage
Feast) to the parable of the Great Supper found in Luke 14: 16·24,
Dr. A. J. Grieve remarks: "Luke's form, but Matthew's position, is
perhaps the more original" (Peake's Commentary 1925). as if a
choice has to be made between the two. But the details of the two
an; quite different, and the occasions were different. It should be
remembered that, as a Teacher, the Lord Jesus spoke in many. many
parables. He would, no doubt, vary them in varying places and in
ditIedng circl,lmstance~. We feel that so many of the modern
questionings, often one-sidedly pressed today upon young students,
are really beside the point, if reasonable allowance be made for the
extreme brevity of the Gospel records and the ordinary freedom of
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any travelling teacher to vary his illustrations and wording in vary
ing circumstances.

A ROYAL FEAST

First of all, let us recall the parable. "The kingdom of heaven is
like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son" (22: 2).
Whether the reference is to the contracting of a marriage for his son
or to the marriage celebrations, it was a royal event. It would have
been a very great occasion. It would have been a great honour to be
included in the list of those invited to be present. It was not an
ordinary wedding feast, though usually for this the special provisions
are usually on a large scale; but this was a royal occasion, and the
wedding-feast would be very special indeed. It would be all at the
father's expense, at the charges of the king. The kingdom of heaven
IS like that, and the King's Son is the Lord Jesus Christ.

"THEY WOULD NOT COME"

Secondly, we look at the attitude of those invited. The king "sent
forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding, and
they would not come." They had previously received their invita
tions, and now, by means of the sending of the servants, they were
given notice that the time of the feast had arrived, and it was a caU
to come; but they would not-they had no desire to do so.

"Again, the king sent forth other servants" (verse 4). These were
to deliver the king's pressing invitation: "Behold, I have prepared
my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are
ready; come unto the marriage.", Some made light of it; they went
their own way, one to his farm, another to his trade. The rest laid
hold of the messengers, abused them, and slew them.

The reference is evidently to the Jews, who rejected the messages
of both John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus. The Baptist had
already been beheaded, and plans had been made to do away with
the Lord Jesus. But days of vengeance were at hand. "But when the
king heard thereof, he was wrath: and he sent forth his armies, and
destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city" (verse 7). The
Lord Jesus foretold the destruction of Jerusalem, which came about
in A.D. 70 at the hands of the Romans.

"GO YE INTO THE HIGHWAYS"

The outcome in the parable was the calling of others to the
Wedding Feast: The king said to his servants, "Go ye into the
highways"-the ends of the roads-"and as many as ye shall find
bid to the marriage." They were to call in the outsiders, those who
had no special position or distinction. They did so. They "gathered
together all as many as they found, both bad and good." The



wedding was thus provided with plenty of guests. This corresponds
to a Jewish audience, to the calling of the Gentiles. It was a calling
of those who had nothing to recommend them. To us it speaks of
the freeness, the undeservedness, of the calling of sinners: "Come.
ye sinners, poor and wretched."

"Come, ye weary, heavy laden.
Lost and ruined by the fall;

If you tarry till you're better,
You will never come at all.

Not the righteous,
Sinners Jesus came to call." Joseph Hart, 1759.

Or as Thomas Haweis, 1792, expressed it:
"Spread for thee the festal board.
See with richest dainties stored;
To Thy Father's bosom pressed,
Yet again a child confessed,
Never from His house to roam,
Come, and welcome, sinner, come."

A MAN WITHOUT A WEDDING GARMENT

There was a sequel to the gathering of the guests. "When the
king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on
a wedding garment." He said to him, "Friend, how camest thou in
hither not having a wedding garment?" The man could not say
anything-he was reduced to silence-"he was speechless." We do
not quite know how the man in the parable would get his wedding
garment; but it was a royal occasion, and it was outrageous to
present himself in such a way. Applying this to ourselves, we arc
taught of God that we have nothing in ourselves in which we can
present ourselves before Him. "All our righteousnesses are as filthy
rags" (Isaiah 64: 6). Everything in us is tainted and spoiled by sin.
We are compelled to say with Toplady:

"Not the labours of my hands
Can fulfil Thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone:
Thou must save and thou alone."

For acceptance we can present ourselves only in the righteousness
of Christ-that is our only Wedding-Garment.

"We must beforehand lay aside
Our own polluted dress,

And wear the. robe of Jesu's bride,
His spotless righteousness."

. Charlotte Elliott, 1839.
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"MANY ARE CALLED, BUT FEW ARE CHOSEN"

The final comment in the parable was the remark: "For many
are called, but few are chosen" (Matthew 22: 14), This has puzzled
many. Indeed, we have actually heard it explained-even in Evan
gelical circles--as meaning "Many are chosen, but few are choice"
(as if our own supposed merits could possibly come into the
reckoning). But this is not what the passage says. In the Gospels the
reference is to the outward call, the bare external call, in the
ministry of the Word. It can be applied to hearing the Word, attend
ing and waiting at the place where God's message is regularly given,
or to reading and giving heed to His revelation as recorded in the
Scriptures. These are the things which God normally employs and
owns.

But there is, in God's mercy, the inward call, spoken of constantly
in the Epistles. "But we are bound to give thanks always to God for·
you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the be
ginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit
and belief of the truth: whereunto He called you by our gospel, to
the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thessalonians
2: 13, 14). The Lord Jesus said: "All that the Father giveth Me
shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast
out" (John 6: 37). . . . "No man can come to Me, except the
Father which hath sent Me draw him" (John 6: 44).

"While all our hearts and all our tongues
Join to admire the feast,

Each of us cries, in thankful songs,
'Lord, why am I a guest?'

" 'Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room,

While thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come?

" "Twas the same love that spread the feast
That sweetly forced me in;

Else I had still refused to taste,
And perished in my sin.' "

Dr. Isaac Watts.
W.D.S.
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A Sermon by the REV. H. M. CARSON,

Vicar of St. Paul's, Cambridge

"And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God."-Romans 12: 2.

You can see here, even in the English translation, that there is rather
a subtle play on words. The Christian is not to be conformed to the
world, he is to be transformed by the renewing of his mind. The
word "conformed" you might translate as "take the fashion of" or
"fall into the ways of," whereas the word "transformed" speaks of
an inner change. You might put it like this: "Do not adopt the
fleeting fashions of this world, but undergo a deep and abiding
change within, as the Spirit of God works in you." In effect what
Paul is speaking about here is the contrast between a superficial
change, when a man conforms to the way of the world, and that
deep change when, as far this world is concerned. he is a non
conformist, when he is being transformed within by the Holy Spirit.
And so this morning, I want to attempt to deal with the first part of
this contrast, leaving consideration of the latter part, God willing.
until next Sunday.

"THE WORLD"

"Be not conformed' to this world": do not adopt the fleeting
fashions of this world. We are dealing, in other words, this morning
with what is often termed the problem of worldliness.

Well, first of all, we have got to understand what the Bible means
by the term "world," because if you read through your New Testa
ment you will find that the word is used in different ways. One
thinks. for example, of the great statement of John 3: 16: "For God
so l<wed the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that who
soeverbelieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life."
But quite clearly the term "world" is being used there in a very
different sense from that in which it is used when we are bidden to
"love not the world, neither the things that are in the world." On
the one side, it is the world for which Christ died, on the other side
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it is the world opposed to God--the world which we are called on
to hate. And it is the world, of course, which hates the Christian.
Jesus said "Marvel not if the world hate you; you know that it
hated Me before it hated you." It is the same thought when John
writes that "the whole world lieth in the evil one." It is the same
thought again when Jesus speaks of the devil as being "the'prince
of this world."

Well now, in all these phrases what does the New Testament
meant by this term "world"? It means the whole of society, first of
all, organised apart from God. 'It means the whole world of men,
in so far as God is left out of the reckoning. It is the world with
God ignored and man at the centre. And so the governing con
siderations of this human society organised apart from God, are
man's welfare and man's interest. God's will does not enter into
the reckoning' at all. Man is very much at the centre of things, and
God, if He is acknowledged at all, tends to be very much on the
circumference. It means, too, that this life is the important thing-
eternity being something so vague as to be not worthy of con
sideration. So this world functions in terms of this life, the things of
time and space, the things that we Can see around us, the things that
we can subdue to our advantage; but eternity and the things of God,
these are irrevelant, so the world would say.

So the world means human society organised apart from God, but
it means something more than that. Because it is organised apart
from God, apart from its Creator. it means human society organised
against God, in opposition to Him, because, you see,' you cannot
ignore God. God is our Creator. and because He is our Crcatot:', He
has certain very clear rights over us. Indeed He has absolute rights
over us, and to attempt to ignore God is not to do something that is
neutral, it is to say that I refuse to acknowledge God's control over
me; in fact it is an act of rebellion. So when the world ignores God,
in the minds of the writers of Scripture, this is an act of open
opposition against Him. So in the New Testament, again and again,
you get this thought on which he have touched already; the thought
that Jesus enunciates so clearly, that the world, this human society,
hates God. Men love darkness rather than light, because their deeds
are evil. And not only do they love darkness but they hate the
light, they refuse to come to the light.

THE HOSTILITY OF THE WORLD

SO Jesus reminds His disciples, again and again, that if they are
going to follow Him, they must take up their cross, facing the
contempt of the world, facing the ridicule of men, facing the enmity
and the hostility of the world. When you read the Acts of the



Apostles and the Book of the Revelation, you see this being worked
out. The church and the world stand over against each other, the
kingdom of God and the kingdom of this world; and that is why at
Calvary Jesus spoke in terms of the prince of this world being cast
out. It was a mighty conflict between two realms, the realm of light
and the realm of darkness; between the God of glory and the god
of this world. Calvary and the Resurrection and the Ascension
were God's great acts of victory, whereby the prince of this world
was cast down.

If you turn from the Bible to Christian history, as you move
through the chapters you find this being worked out in bitter
experience. The world hates the church. It is true, there have been
tragic periods when the church has come to terms with the world,
and of course thell the world does not hate the church, and is quite
prepared to tolerate it as a religious appendage to the community
perhaps. But once the church becomes truly the church, once it is
exhibited as being God's people, well then the old hatred of the
world appears.

It is this world, this topsy-turvy order of society in which instead
of God being enthroned, man is enthroned; instead of the will of
God, ,the· wellbeing of man becomes the paramount consideration.
Tt is from this world that the Christian is called to keep aloof. He
is called in plain terms in Scripture to hatc the world: "Love not the
world neither the things that are in the world" (I John, 2: 15). And
worldlincss is simply coming to terms with the world, being con
formed, as Paul puts it hcre, to this world, adopting the fleeting
fashions of tbe world around you.

A COUPLE OF CAUTIONS

Now if we are going to consider the meaning of \\ orldliness. 1
think we have got to enter a ,couple of cautions. First of all, we
must not restrict the term worldliness. By this I mean that wben the
term is used in some circles it tends to mean a certain clearly
defined list of things that Cbristians do not do; certain practices and
habits, certain pleasures, and certain places to which they do not go;
and it so easily becomes a clearly-defined list of taboos. Now before'
we dismiss that too quickly, let us realise that there is a healthy
element in it. It does betoken, at least, the fact that these Christians
are aware that certain things and certain practices are clearly incom
patible with being a mature Christian. But the great danger of
having a list of taboos and prohibitions is this: first of all, it can be
fairly easily satisfied. If you have your list of half a dozen things
which constitute the whole of worldliness, before you know where
you are, you are in a state of spiritual pride. "I am not worldly;

r
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I do not do this, that and the other," and the spiritual pride into
which the believer drifts, is afar more pernicious thing perhaps
than some of the things he is avoiding. And not only does it lead
to a spirit of pride, it also leads very easily to a spirit of com
placency. Because I am not doing certain things, some clearly de
fined things, I may settle down and forget that a great deal of
worldliness may come in through the back door while I am survey
ing the front door, and preening myself on my attainments. So do
not let us restrict worldliness to certain lists of clearly defined
things which I need not mention this morning, because of course,
the lists vary from one group of Christians to another.

Another caution-do not let us react wrongly, do not let us react
to the other extreme. The opposite of worldliness is not being odd
or peculiar or eccentric. Our Lord Jesus Christ was truly unworldly.
He moved amongst men, and, indeed, they dismissed Him as "a
gluttonous man and a wine bibber" because He was prepared to
have feasts with publicans and sinners. There was nothing odd or
eccentric about Him, and we must avoid going to the other extreme
and becoming peculiar in a wrong sense. We all deplore affectation,
do we not? We deplore the affected accent because it just is not
real; it is not the real person. Well, we have got to be very careful
as Christians that we do not engage in moral or spiritual affectation.
You know the intensely pious voice and the intensely pious attitude
which suggests a very unworldly person, when in actual fact it is
simply religious pomposity. Let us avoid going to the other extreme.
Let us keep our eyes, in this as in other things, on the example of
the Lord Himself. Never peculiar, never an ascetic, enjoying the
good things of this world, a good companion of men, and yet all the
time aloof, aloof from the corruption and the sin that abounded all
around Him. There was this wonderful balance. He was right in
the midst of it, and yet all the time He was completely unpolluted
and untainted by it.

I.-THE CHRISTIAN'S INDIVIDUAL RELATIONSHIP TO
THE WORLD

We are going to look this morning at our relationship to the world
on two levels: on the individual level, the relationship of the
Christian himself as a person, and then on the level of the church,
the relationship of the church to the world.

Let us first of all come along this individual level, and consider
the issues that meet you and me individually in our Christian lives.
What is to be our relationship to the world, this order of things in
which God is ignored, indeed where God is blatantly rejected?



OUR STANDARDS
First of all, our standards are not the standards of the world.

What are the world's standards? Well, they stem from this basic
idea that God does not count. Man does counts, man counts
supremely; and because man counts so supremely, self-interest is
the most important issue. Of course, self-interest may not be so
individualistic that it is simply "myself" alone; self-interest can
move slightly further out and embrace "my family," but it can still
be selfishness. It can move but a little bit further and embrace
"my nation," but you notice the whole way through it is myself
and my family and my nation; and all the time it is just this self
centredness which is the curse of fallen man. It also means that
this life is of supreme concern; the life beyond, well it just does not
enter into the reckoning at all.

Now the world's standards are thus self-interest, with the things
of this world being of supreme importance, and as Christians, you
know, we so easily succumb to all this. We tend to think of that
which concerns us as being of supreme importance. We tend to
think of the things which make this life pleasant and worth while.
Is this not why the missionary situation is what it is today? When
the great missionary societies came into being, men and women
were prepared to put aside anything in order to go with the gospel
to the far ends of the earth. And those who felt clearly that God had
called them to stay at home were prepared to sacrifice, to do without
things in order that they might give. But today. one looks all
around the world and at the various mission fields, and you find
the constant appeal for more men, and so often it is an appeal
that tends to fall on deaf ears, because, you see, the world's stand
ards have been adopted at home. It does not mean that they are
going to this and that place of amusement, and doing this, that and
the other; but they are being thoroughly worldly in that they are
thinking of security, and the future. and their salary, and pension;
and in consequence the call of the gospel tends to be muted as far
as their hearing is concerned. And those who do feel that God has
called them to stay at home, they are not prepared, as in the old
days, for sacrifice. After all, things that were once luxuries have
become necessities. What if missionaries are living on a "shoe
string" financially; what if they are living very near subsistence
level, we cannot possibly think of tithing, of giving a tenth of our
income in these days-that is the attitude, the worldly attitude of
the believer who is thinking in the way the man of the world thinks,
rather. than looking at things from the standpoint of eternity.

So then as far as our standards are concerned, we do not take
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our starting point from the world. And the ways of the world?
Well, they follow from the standards which the world has. If God is
ignored, if man is at the centre, then in all ways in which the world
works, it thinks, not in terms of what God's plan and purpose for
affairs is, it simply concerns itself with what man thinks, what his
ideas are, what his opinions are, what· his ambitions are. The
Christian is called to move in a completely different pathway from
the way of the world, because the Christian starts from Calvary,
where self is de-throned and where Christ is exalted, and right the
way through it is in terms of Christ my King, Christ my Lord, and
of saying "no" to self.

When you turn to the New Testament, you will find that it is very
detailed on this subject. It does not just issue the general call to
consecration of life, to turn your back on the world and your face,
towards 'God. It tells you in precise details how you are to do it,
and I think very often that this is where there is the break in so
many Christians' thinking and action. They hear the call to give
themselves to God; they hear the call to turn their back on the
world; and in a general way they accept it. But they tend to forget
that holiness is in terms of detailed requirement and that the law of
the gospel makes certain demands upon us.

OUR LANGUAGE

Let me give some illustration, as the New Testament does. Take
the matter of our language, the way we speak.

The man of the world is not unduly concerned whether he is
coarse or not. Now I know that there are some groups of society
in which blatant and open coarseness are just not the thing, but,
even in such groups, a suggestive kind of talking is quite common.
The man of the world is not unduly concerned if his tongue is
bitter and critical. He does not mind if he talks behind another
person's back and says unkind and hurtful things about him. The
man of the world is not unduly concerned about lying. Even some
people who are not prepared to lie openly have this peculiar hybrid
form of expression, "white lies," as if there were any difference
between white lies and black lies! The man of the world is quite
prepared to embellish his story or his statement with a certain bit .
of judicious exaggeration. The man of the world is quite prepared
to advertise himself in his language. Perhaps he will not openly do
so because he knows that if he does it very openly, he does not win
any acclaim from the crowd, but it can be done in a much more
subtle fashion, of course, and all the time the tongue is being used
to promote man and his interests.
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But the Christian does not follow the ways of the world. His lips
are called on to be pure. He does not engage in the coarse or the
suggestive joke. The Christian's lips are shot through with the love
of Christ. He does not bite and devour (certainly he should not)
his fellow Christians or anyone else. His lips are intended to edify
rather than to destroy. He is concerned, or should be, with speaking
the truth. Even if he wants to make what he is saying sound very
attractive and interesting, he resists this temptation to exaggerate.
to embellish his tale. And the Christian if he is being truly un·
worldly is humble. He does not try to exalt himself.

OUR APPETITES

Take another example-the whole matter of our appetites; and
again how the world diverges completely in this matter.

What is the world's attitude? You can indulge your appetites.
so long as they do not involve you in open trouble, or as long as it
does not bring undue trouble to other people. And certainly, we
are seeing this today to a marked degree. There is the cult of
"express yourself," the whole idea being that if you do not express
yourself, well you will suffer some kind of repression. .

But the Christian does not think in that way. The appetites of the
body, given to him by God, are sacred, and therefore they are to be
disciplined; they are to be kept under control. The New Testament
is quite specific in these things: "Be not drunk with wine," says
Paul. "wherein is excess, but be filled with the Spirit" (Ephesians
5: 18). "God has not caJled us unto uncleanness but unto holiness"
(1 Thessalonians 4: 7). And indeed, there is this word that we
have studied recently in this very chapter, "Your bodies are the
temple of the Holy Ghost."

The world tends to be rather tolerant in a wrong sense. It tends
to adopt the line of "what does it matter" or "you can go as far as
possible so long as trouble does not take place." But the Christian
should realise who he is--not only that he is a new man in Christ.
but that he still has an old fallen nature which belongs very much
to this order of things. And so with that realisation, it is not a case
of steering as close to the wind as possible; it is a case rather of
seeking to live as close to God as possible.

Indeed, I think it is a significant illustration of how detailed the
New Testament is in these things that it even deals with the way we
dress. That does not sound particularly spiritual, does it? That
seems to be in a different realm, but the New Testament does not
seem to think so. "Whose adorning," it says, "let it not be that
outward adorning of braiding the hair and of putting on gold and
apparel; let it be the inner man of the heart" (l Peter 3: 3). That is
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what matters, not the outward appearance but the inner beauty of
'character which shows itself. Again, of course that does not mean
we are to go to the other extreme, because the other extreme, as
one sees it around sometimes, is just as much a form of exhi
bitionism as excess on this side,

OUR RELATIONSHIPS

Worldliness also affects our relationships, It affects the relation
ships of the man with his employer. The world at the moment, as
one sees it in labour relationships, is shot through with discord.
Why? Because on both sides, all too often, self-interest is the
dominant factor. The master is trying to get as much as he can
with the minimum of payment; and the other way round, the
employee is trying so often to get as much as he can with the
minimum of return. And that kind of thinking so easily permeates
the thinking of the Christian.

But we are called to adopt, not the world's pattern but God's
pattern, and again the New Testament deals with this kind of
thing: how the slave is to work, and it must have been a temptation
for a slave, treated like a chattel of furniture in the household
it must have been a temptation for him to lower his standards, but
Paul bids him work as unto the Lord. The Christian is not pre
pared, you see, to adopt some of the practices that are current. He
does not use the firm's time for his own activities. He does not use
the firm's notepaper for his own correspondence; and so one might
go on. He realises his responsibility as a Christian.

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE STATE

This affects our relationship with the State. Again the world
tends to think of a minimum contribution. Try and avoid the State's
demands if you can. Break the 30 m.p.h. speed limit as long as
there is not a police patrol around. That is the kind of attitude
which is always in terms of self-interest rather than of the demands
which the State makes. But remember, the State is God-given. The
Christian is concerned not to give the minimum requirements. The
Christian thinks in terms of yielding obedience to those who are set
in authority because they have been set there by God. The Christian
student who is living on a State grant has an even keener sense of
his responsibility to work hard because he has a duty to discharge
to those who have made provision for him in this matter of
education. .

You see what we are doing? We are keeping on coming back to
the central point. The world puts man at the centre and man's
interests at the centre, and this works out in so many undesirable
ways.
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The Christian seeks to put God in the centre, and so at every
point in his ordinary living, in his speaking, in his relationships with
men, he is always thinking not in terms of "what will affect me,
what will advance my position," but "what is God's will for me in
this situation? How may I do my duty to God and my neighbour?"
This is true unworldliness. You see, it is not a drawing away from
responsibilities; it really means that the Christian begins to do his
duty as a true man of the world-not as a man who belongs to this
world, but a man who is passing through it and therefore lives as a
Christian within it.

n.-RELATIONSHIP OF THE CHURCH TO THE WORLD
We have been looking at the issue of worldliness along the indi

vidual line and considering the responsibilities that you have, and
that I have, as individual Christians. What about the church of
God? Now here, I believe, is one of the points where the devil has
won some of his greatest victories. Here is his argument. You want
to win the world outside? You want to reach people with the
gospel? Well, quite clearly the answer to that is "Yes, we do. It is
our supreme concern to reach me and women with the gospel."
The next statement in the argument is this: If you are going to win
them, you have got to get beside them. And again we say, "Yes,
our Lord did precisely that." And the next step is this: In order
to get beside them, you have got to become like them, and the more
the church is like the world, the more impact you are going to make.
It sounds a very convincing argument, but it is utterly and com
pletely false by the standards of Scripture and by the test of
Christian history.

You go to the Bible, and it iswhen the church is different from
the world that the church makes its impact. The church in the Acts
of the Apostles was not closely approximated to the Roman
Empire; it was poles apart, and yet what a tremendous impact they
made as they were scattered and went everywhere preaching the
Word. In the great days of Christian history, when there have been
days of revival and blessing, it has not been when the church has
been virtually identified with the world around, it has been when the
church has been distinct, when there has been a clear-cut division
between the church and the world, then there ha:! been blessing.

TABULATING OUTWARD RESULTS

Look how things are working now. We so easily adopt the
criterion of the world. By that I mean that we adopt the world's
way of testing things. How does the world test whether a business
concern is going well, or whether anything is going well? They
test it by what they can assess outwardly, by the outward results.
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This is the day of statistics. Everything is judged in terms of what
you can tabulate, and the church of Christ so easily slips into the
same attitude of testing the quality of the work done, by the
outward results.

Now, of course, it does not mean that we go to the other extreme
and are completely unconcerned whether any impact is made on
men or not. Of course we long to see men converted and truly built
up, but this mania for results can lead, on the one side, to a
frenzied anxiety, or on the other hand, and so often it leads to this
in evangelical circles, a spirit of deep depression because we are
not seeing the things that we feel we ought to be seeing; and we
are constantly discouraged and depressed and cast down. Or we
slip into something nearly more dangerous; we must have results
at all costs, and if we cannot have the real ones, we will still have
results and so we slip into the position of having spurious products.

"BAITING" THE HOOK

The same thing applies, in this matter of worldliness, to the way
the work is done, the way in which we preach the gospel. But
someone says, "Surely you could not be worldly in preaching the
gospel; surely if you preach Christ, you are free from any charge
of worldliness?" Read Paul in Philippians. It is possible to preach
Christ, yes truly to preach Christ, and yet to do it in a wrong way,
and if God rebukes us at this point, let us not only preach Christ
as far as the content of our preaching is concerned, let us preach
Christ in the right way and with the right methods. I am afraid it
is here that the church too often capitulates to the world.

How does the world work when it is trying to present something
that is to be sold, or perhaps some political theory? Well, it
suggests first of all, that you have to get hold of men, so that you
can bait the hook in some way. You draw them in with something
that attracts them, and then when you have got them in, you
present to them that which you wish to pass on. One has seen this
in this generation to a marked degree, until you get the final stage of
the "rock and roll" session in the church hall in order to attract
young people in, and it is completely dishonest! They know, in
deed, when they are coming in that you are really just getting at
them.

The church forgets that the real advertisement is not some glossy
technique to try to move the outsider; the real advertisement is the
holy life of the Christian, and if that is lacking, no other technique
will be sufficient.

"BOOSTING" THE PRODUCTS

The world does something else: it attempts to boost its products.
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It shows them up and dresses them up. I am afraid that Christians
often act like this with the gospel. They have really lost confidence
in it. They do not believe it is the power of God unto salvation
they say they do, but all the time they are trying to dress it up,
trying to make it palatable. But in actual fact the gospel is too big
for our neat packages, and in trying to make it look big, we denude
it of its real power and vitality.

"BUILDING up" A PERSON

What does the world do also? It says that if you are trying to
convey something to another person, you build up the person who
is conveying the message. Think of the political leader-you get the
great image and it is built up, and it is constantly brought home.
You get it at another level: there are people who cannot sing at
all well but because someone is a very good publicity expert, they
become the popular singer of the day.

Is this something remote from what can happen in the church?
It is not! How often what is supposed to commend a man as a
preacher, is not whether he knows the gospel, but whether he has
been this, that and the other in his past life. If he is an "ex"
something, this is the thing that counts, and this is thoroughly
worldly. The Lord says, "My glory will I not give to another,"
and when the preacher is being built up and extolled as someone,
I can hear Paul saying, "Who is Paul. who is Apollos, ministers hy
whom you believe" (1 Corinthians 3: 5). Nothing else than just that,
of no account apart from the grace of God.

PANDERING TO MAN

There is another way in which the world acts, and I feel we have
got to keep clear of it. When the world is trying to get a man's
attention, it panders to the man. Listen to a political broadcast, or
look at the advertisement in the paper. It tries to make the person
think that he is important, very important, and that the person who
is speaking to him considers· he is a very intelligent person and
so on. Not only that, it tries to get him in a receptive mood. It

, employs all kinds of devices. The American psychologists, working
on this whole matter of advertising, have developed it scientifically.
They tell you how you can make a man receptive so that, when
you have got him in a mood, then you can sell your product. I am
afraid that all too often there has been this tendency to make men
receptive for the gospel in the wrong way. Some of us who have
read Sargent's "Battle for the Mind," that book which reminds us
that it is possible to elicit the wrong kind of conversion just by
certain appropriate approaches.



The Gospel Magazine 497

I would query the use of so-called gospel films, frankly, which
condition men's minds. The film gets them into a receptive mood,
the darkness shutting them off from other associations and focus
ing their mind on that one little flickering light at the far end.
So you get them into the position when you can make them do
anything. Now some may disagree with me, but I think iris worth
thinking over. I am only using that as one instance of this danger
of using the wrong means to make men receptive for our gospel.
Read 1 Corinthians 2, Paul says: "No, I did not dress up my
gospel with the wisdom of the world, nor with the eloquence of
men, but it was in demonstration of the spirit and of power."

The worldly church, you see, is always thinking in terms of man
at the centre, so that you have got to woo man, and influence man.
The unworldly church has got God at the centre, so that the
supreme and prime concern is, how would God have us do this?
How would God have us approach these people? How would God
have us preach this gospel?

A VERY PRACTICAL ISSUE
You see it is a very practical issue which we are considering this

morning. Do not be conformed to this world. Do not adopt the
standards of the world, because they are utterly false. Do not adopt
the ways of the world, they are remote from God's will. The world
is fleeting.

Our Lord Jesus is coming back, coming back to consummate that
kingdom which He established when He came in the flesh. You and
1, if we are Christians, belong to that kingdom. Already we are
members of it, and we are looking forward to the day of final
triumph, and in Bunyan's phraseology in Pilgrim's Progress, we are
pilgrims going through Vanity Fair. Oh, it is very attractive, and so
easily we can be side-tracked; but we are called to realise that we
belong to a heavenly country. We are to be truly unworldly in the
sense that we so belong to that world, that we live here as members
of that world.

Be distinctive then in your Christian profession; not distinctive
as the Pharisee was distinctive, but distinctive as the Lord was
distinctive. Listen to Him-You are the salt of the earth if you are
a Christian; arresting the corruption in this tainted society around
you. You are the light of the world, shining, not with some
guttering, smoking light, but shining clearly and reflecting the glory
of Christ, that men in this world may be drawn from this world and
led by God's grace into that kingdom, the kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. HERBERT M. CARSON.
Cambridge. 1961.
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE

THE STORY OF A SOLDIER'S FAMILY

ELSPETH SHIRLEY, a child of many prayers, was. the daughter of a
Christian farmer in the north of England, who with his like-minded
wife tried earnestly to bring up his children in the fear of God. But
though Elspeth had a good head-knowledge of the Bible and of the
way of salvation, these things had made no impression on her heart.
She left .home to marry a soldier as careless as herself, and early
teachings· were soon forgotten.

The time came when Shirley was sent abroad to be stationed at
Gibraltar. Before Elspeth could join her husband. she and her four
children had to wait for some months in England. She began to
take in washing at home. and by hard work early and late she was
almost able to keep the family herself. The eldest of the children.
Arthur, was twelve years old; then followed two small boys, much
younger than he. and Baby Annie, whom her father had not yet
seen.

Arthur was his mother's right-hand man, eager to help her in
every way, and wonderfully good with the children. ,Elspeth's work
occupied her entirely. and the little ones were in Arthur's care
except when he was at Sunday-school. There was no law compelling
children to attend .day-school in those days, and Arthur never went
regularly on a week-day. But he could read, and it was a highly
prized treat to be allowed to go to Sunday-school.

Arthur was an intelligent boy, and acquiring knowledge was a
delight to him. The teacher got her boys to learn many verses, and
she gave them tasks to do during the week which would make them
search in their Bibles. Week after week. Arthur came home bursting
with new information. which he was very eager to share with his
mother. During the long hours of ironing, Arthur beguiled the time
by reading the Bible to Elspeth. As he repeated all that the teacher
had told him, Elspeth was strongly reminded of the days of her
childhood. and of all that her parents had. taught her. Arthur found
his new knowledge very lIseful with the little ones, for he could
keep them happily occupied for hours. saying over all the verses and
hymns he had learnt himself.

All the children were eagerly looking forward to the day when
theywould join their father in Gibraltar. Even the baby Was always
being told 'by the others how lovely it would be to see fathe'r! Their
mother was less sanguine; she could always see trouble ahead.
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Arthur told her that teacher said they must trust in God, and cast
their cares upori Him.

At· last all was arranged for sailing. It was disappointing that
Arthur had not been too well for a while. He kept getting colds,
and his cough was so bad that the doctor even talked about con
sumption. The boy himself lost his cheerfuiness because he could
not do as much as usual to help; and thoughts of the future re·
minded him how unfit we are to meet God. To both his mother and
his'Sunday-school teacher, Arthur confided that he kept on feeling
he was such a sinner; how' could he be sure that his sins were
forgiven? Elspeth tried to comfort him by saying what a good boy
he was, and what a help he always was to her; but the Sunday-school
hldy knew better-she patiently told him again and again of the
Lord Jesus and the way of salvation. of His coining into the world
to save sinners, people just like Arthur.

And now the family set sail on what was theri a long voyage to
Gibraltar. During the rough passage tllrough the Channel, the Lord
looked in mercy on little Arthur, and gave hiin peace with God
through' our Lord Jesus Christ. All the precious prOl;nises' he had
learned came crowding in upon his mind. and the boy kept telling
his mother and the little ones of the wonderful discoveries he'was
making. His mind was so relieved that his health quickly improved,
and before long he was as much his mother's stay and comfort as
before. Blspeth had been greatly impressed by Arthur's concern
about his sinful state; the Holy Spirit led her to'a deep anxi~ty
about her own condition. and now she too was brought Otlt of dark~

ness intq, God's marvellous light. , '
During the remaining weeks of the voyage, Arthur and his mother

began to feel much concern about the father of the family. Elspeth's
husband had had no religion at all. What would he think when he
found his wife gathering the children around her night and morning
to read the Bible and pray together? How would he react to
Arthur's asking a blessing at every meal? Mother and Son planned
together how they would try to get "dear father" to see things as
they did, and many -and earnest were the prayers theyofIered. One
evening when Elspeth was very depressed and full of fears, she said
she was afraid their happy trust in God would soon be brought to
an end when~ they set up the new home. But Arthur was full of
faith and courage, reminding his mother of God's sure pr9mise
never to desert His people. ' ,

Gibraltar was reached at last. and the little family had not long
to wait before Shirley appeared, full of eager welcome. Unknown
to them, he had been ill in. hospital, and had only recently been
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discharged; but he was shocked at Arthur's delicate looks. They all
had a busy afternoon getting settled in. Shirley had been so thought
ful in preparing for their comfort, and seemed so kind and warm,
that Elspeth wondered. Separation seemed to have improved her
husband! Supper was on the table, and the little family gathered
round. Elspeth looked at Arthur-would he be afraid now to say
grace as he always did? The little ones were quiet, waiting for
Arthur; but in that moment's pause, the father suddenly began, his
voice shaking with emotion: "0 Lord! we are truly unworthy of
the least of Thy mercies; yet in re-uniting us, hast Thou not crowned
us with loving-kindness and tender mercies? We thank Thee for
the food before us; and oh! do Thou feed these clear ones with the
bread Cif heaven, forgive their sins, and bring them into Thy fold,
for Jesus' sake. Amen."

You may imagine the scene which followed. Elspeth sat speech
less, tears of joy trickling clown her cheeks; Arthur flung his arms
round his father's neck, sobbing out "How good God is!"; the
little ones looked on wondering. The father soon began to tell his
story. He had been severely ill in hospital, and a Christian comrade
had persuaded him to listen whilst he read the Scriptures and
prayed with him. Thus he had been led to the truth only a few
weeks before, and as soon as he realised the forgiveness of his sins,
Shirley became greatly burdened with anxiety for his wife and
children. And now how they all rejoiced together, as wife and
husband and child recounted to each other the mercies of God!
It was a wonderful evening, one never to be forgotten. "Thy saints
shall bless Thee. They shall speak of the glory of Thy kingdom, and
talk of Thy power" (Psalm 145: 10, 11). DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 93

The whole: The Psalmist says that in God's sight a thousand years
are but as this.

1. Timothy was to let no man c1espise his this.
2. Abraham's servant gave Rebekah a golden one.
3. One of the women who went very early to the sepulchre.
4. ,The name of the month of Esther's admission to the palace.
5. Where the town clerk had to quell a riot.
6. The astrologers said it was a this thing that the king required.
7. Philip had four.
8. Second son of Adam and Eve.
9. Abraham told the young men that he and the lad would go here

and worship.



The Gospel Magazine 501

SOLUTION TO No. 92

The whole: Husbandman (Matt. 21: 23).

1. Herbs (Matt. 13: 32).
2. Uzziah (2 Chron. 26: 10).
3. Sower (Mark 4: 14).
4. Babel (Genesis 11: 8, 9).
5. Alabaster (Mark 14: 3).
6. Naomi (Ruth I: 2).
7. Divided (Genesis 10: 25).
8. Moon (Revelation 21 : 23).
9. Enemy (Matt. 13: 25).

10. Nahum (Nahum I: 1).

PILGRIM PAPERS

"WALKS AND TALKS WITH JESUS"

By DR. D. A. DOUDNEY

THE RULER'S TALK WITH JESUS

"THERE came a certain ruler and worshipped Him."
What is it to worship Jesus? Is it to praise Him simply? to do

homage to Him? to compliment Him? to tell Him who He is, where
He is, and what He has done, and what He can do? This may be
worship, in a certain sense; but (thank God!) it is not the whole
of worship. The fervent cry, the ardent appeal, the "Lord, save, or
I perish," the "God, be merciful to me, a sinner," is worship, and
most acceptable worship too.

"My daughter," said the ruler, "is even now dead; but come and
lay Thy hand upon her, and she shall live."

This was a bold statement indeed, and the reality and the power
of this faith was the more marked, because we have no reason to
suppose that Jesus had, as yet, exercised His rightful authority and
l)ower as "the Resurrection and the Life," in the way He after
wards did. Had Lazarus been raised at the bidding of Jesus, there
would appear some reason for the ruler's faith. But, in the face of
the fact, that the daughter was "even now dead," it was wondrous
faith to believe\ that if Jesus would but "come and lay His hand
upon her, that she should live."

Reader, it is well to consider the varied phases of faith, as well
as its different degrees. The centurion declared that if Jesus "would
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but speak the word his servant should be healed." The ruler said if
He would but come and lay His hand upon his -daughter, she
should live.

Yet the hand-aye, and the heart, too-of Jesus was in this. He
had other cases in view, in thus drawing the ruler to Himself, for
that very drawing was His work.

"And Jesus arose and followed him, and so did His disciples."

What an act of condescension was this, upon the part of Jesus.
He the mighty-yea, the Almighty One-to place Himself at the
bidding of one of His creatures.

ANOTHER'S TALK WITH JESUS

But this walking of Jesus was ordered of Himself to lead to more
talking to Him. Like many other poor helpless ones, there was a
certain sore-afflicted one that had .been thif;king of Him, who was
now about to realise the vast privilege ot talking to Him.

"And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years,
and had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all
that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse,
when she heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched
His garment; for she said [within herself], if I may but touch His
garment, I shall be whole."

Here was faith, and wonderful faith, too; but it varied in its
operations from both those just named. In the one'Jesus was asked
to speak, in the other to ...:ome! But this poor helplessly-diseased
and altogether-impoverished one said within herself, "If I may
mark the modesty~ if I may-but touch His (very) garment. I shall
be whole." She would not think of touching His person; that would
be too great a liberty; but, if she could but simply touch His
garment, that would suffice. "I shall be whole!" What! in the face
of having "spent all that she had," during the past twelve years, and
all·to no purpose? Nay, "nothing bettered, but rather grew worse."
Surely, this was enough to discourage-aye, to make her even
despair of ever getting better. Such, however, was her faith, and
such her belief in the virtue that there was in Christ, that she verily
believed a simple touch would "make her whole."

She pushed forward:-.she elbowed the crowd-she was in earnest
-her case was a desperate one. Said she to herself, "It's now or
never! "-doubtless she was jostled backwards and forwards. One
perhaps said. "What's your hurry?" and another, "Don't push so,"
and a third, "Stand back!" but "If I may but touch! " was upper
Illost in her heart, and in her ears drowned everything else.
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"And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and
she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague."

Reader, if such are the sensations attendant upon bodily healing,
what, think yoti, must be those emotions when the worse malady
of the sin of the soul is healed?

Oh, what relief that! what joy that! what triumph and exultation
that!

"And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that virtue had
gone out of Him, turneo Him about in the press, and said,Who
touched my clothes?" "

How sensitive Jesus must have been! How susceptible of the
veriest touch!

Dear reader, if, in the days of His flesh, He felt the' gentle touch
of His clothes by the trembling hand of a poor, weak-and-wasted
creature, how much more must He now feel the faith's touch of
His poor and needy ones, as they flee to Him for help and succour.
in their times of sorrow, and under the pressure of sin and suffering!
Ah, it is a glorious truth, that "we have not an high-priest that
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin" (Hebrews 4: 15).

"And He looked round about to see her that had done this
thing. But the woman, fearing and trembling, knowing what was'
done in her, came and fell down before Him, and told Him
all the truth."

She could not have told Him all the truth ten minutes, no, nor
two minutes, before. It Was a secret-just like SIN-gnawing at the
very core of her' heart; but oh, when she felt she was healed, and
when she gazed upon the great and gracious Healer, then:.-although
not until thei1-she c'ould "tell Him all the truth." ,

Alid it is just so now, dear reader, with poor sinners. They
tremble at the veriest thought of talking to Jesus abouCwhat they
feel and what they fear-although, in reality, He knows all, and far
more than all, they know; but oh. when the virtue that is in Him is,
in some little measure realised; when the tenderness of His heart,
the boundlessness of His love, the efficacy of His blood, and the
comeliness of His righteollsness, is known; then there is a drawing,
and a power, to talk to Him and to walk with Him, which was never
known before.

"And He said unto her, Daughter (oh, what condescension.
daughter!) thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be
whole of thy plague." DAVID A. DOUDNEY.
Bedminster, Bristol, 1876.
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WELLSPRINGS

"THE ROCK OF OUR SALVAnON"

"0 come, let us sing unto the Lord. let us make a JOYful noise to the
ROCK of our salvation."--Psalm 95.

DAVID asks in Psalm 18: 2: "Who is God save the Lord? Who is a
ROCK save our God?" The answer had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit, for we read: "And he (David) said, The LORD
(Jehovah) is my ROCK ... in Him will I trust" (2 Samuel 22: 2).

Life here on earth is full of questions and problems, which very
often we can neither answer nor solve. But we can "search the
Scriptures" to see what God has revealed in His Word concerning
the matter, and pray that we may be taught and guided by the
Holy Spirit what is the will 01' God for us. Then, in answer to
prayer in "the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ," doubts and fears
vanish, and the children of God are enabled by faith to obey the
injunctions given in Ephesians 5: 17, 19, 20: "Understanding what
the "will of the Lord is . . . singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lord; giving thanks always for all things unto God and
the Father hi the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ."

"MY ROCK"
"Unto Thee will I cry, 0 Lord, my Rock" (Psalm 28: 1). "He

(God, by the hand of Moses) smote the rock, and the waters gushed
out, and the streams overflowed" (Psalm 70: 20). We note that
David says "my Rock," for he had taken "the water of life freely."
He had appropriated the Word of God to himself by his own per
sonal experience and the Lord's dealings with him. "I am Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely" (Revelation 21: 6).
He (David) had proved the Lord, and had found Him faithful at all
times, firm as a rock, a solid foundation, a source of .strength in
his own weakness, and a sure defence against his enemies.

Can we not do the same? What the Lord was to David, He is
the same to every child of God. "Jesus Christ [is] the same yester
day and to-day and for ever" (Hebrews 13: 8).

What a man of prayer David was! It is good to follow his
example. David knew to Whom to cry for help that could not fail.
He knew the Lord as the Rock. and, with his feet firmly on this
Rock, he could go on his way rejoicing, having a sure foundation;
safe and secure for ever.
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"IN EVERYTlIING GIVE tHANKS"
"Pray without ceasing. In everything give thanks, for this is the

will of God in Christ concerning you" (1 Thessaloriians 5: 17, 18).
Let us ask ourselves a heart-searching question. Do we "in

everything give thanks," even in trouble, trials and sorrows? Do we
trust the Lord so completely that we "continue in prayer and watch
in the same with thanksgiving"? This is the will of God. What
the Lord said to the Apostle Paul in his afflictions He says also to
each one of His own. "My grace is sufficient for thee, for My
strength is made perfect in weakness" (2 Corinthians 12: 9).

"We have an anchor that keeps the soul
Steadfast and sure while the billows roll,
Fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour's love."

It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man
(Psalm ··118: 8). "Trust in the LORD for ever, for in the LoRD
JEHOVAH is everlasting strength (the Rock of Ages)" (Isaiah 26: 4).

"THAT ROCK WAS CHRIST"
The Word of God is quite clear and definite as to who is meant

by the Rock. The Holy Spirit tells us plainly, "That Rock was
CHRIST" (1 Corinthians 10: 4). A wonderful illustration of Christ,
the Messiah, as the Rock smitten, was given to the children of
Israel during their journey through the wilderness. He became "the
fountain of the water of life." Hence Jesus said: "If any man
thirst let him come unto Me and drink" (John 7: 37); "The water
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life" (John 4: 14).

This is a thirst which is implanted in the new heart by God the
Holy Spirit, and which will be satisfied only by drinking at the
never-failing fountain, the Lord Jesus Christ.

"Now none but Christ can satisfy,
None other Name for me;

There's love and life and lasting joy,
Lord Jesus, found in Thee."

Knowing and realising this, how is it then that we grow weary
and almost faint in our journey through the wilderness of this
world? But we have God's precious promises: "They that wait
upon the LoRD, shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary, and they .shall
walk and not faint" (Isaiah 40: 31).
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THE WATER OF THE WORD

What has happened to our joy, to our keenness in the Lord's
service, to our former enthusiasm? We so frequently have to pray
"Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation."

Is it not because "we have erred and strayed like lost sheep,"
and we have in a measure forsaken "the Fountain of Living
waters"? (Jeremiah 2: 13). Are we neglecting to drink deeply of the
abundant supply of the water of the Word? Are we content with
just a sip (though, of course, this is better than nothing), as we
hurriedly read a verse, or small portion, as a daily duty each
morning or evening? Is it not that like Martha we are often too
busy about many things, "cumbered about (occupied unprofitably
with) much serving," and have no time to sit at His feet and hear
His Word as Mary did.at Bethany?

Let us take heed also of the warning in Amos 8: "Behold tile
days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the
land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing
the words of the LoRD."

How thankful we are as Christians to have the liberty and free
dom of reading the Word for ourselves, "none daring to make us
afraid." Let us never forget that this great privilege was won for us
in the days of the Reformation, and may at any tjme (perhaps in
the near future) be taken away from us, as it is in many countries
under Roman Catholic domination.

"PETER THE ROCK"?

The Lord Jesus Christ told us, "I came not to send peace (on
earth), but a sword" (Matt. 10: 34). Hence, since He came, there
is conflict, not only with unbelievers, but even also among professing
Christians. Even "the Rock" is a rock of divisions and strife. How
greatis the division between us and those who say that Peter is the
rock on which Christ builds His church.

"Thou art Peter (Greek=petros, literally a little stone) and upon
this Rock (petra, a fixed immovable rock) I will build My church"
(Matthew 16: 18). "That Rock was Christ" (lCorinthians 10: 4).

Any who presume to. contradict what God says, do so at their
peril. How amazing it is, therefore, to find in the New English
Bible the translation given as "You are Peter, the Rock."

In Deuteronomy 32: 3, 4 we read: "Ascribe ye greatness to our
God. He is the Rock. His work is perfect; for all His ways are
judgment; a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is He."
Could such words be applied to Peter? Such a thing is unthinkable
and impossible.
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We could not trust in Peter, for he was bULa frail, sinful man and
failed often; but the Lord Jesus Christ is the Perfect One, in
Whom is all strength and all-sufficiency. "When my heart is over
whelmed lead me to the Rock that is higher than I, for Thou hast
been a refuge for me, a ~trong tower from the enemy" (Psalm
61: 2, 3).

CQuld we be sure of Peter and say the same of him? ·Of course
not.

David prayed ~'Be Thou to me a strong Rock. a house of defence
to save me. For Thou art my Rock and my Fortress" (Psalm
31: 2. 3).

TheLord Jesus Christ is the One, and the only One, in whom
we can trust, and in no other is our salvation.

"How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord.
is laid for your faith in His excellent Word."

"Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid; for
the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; He also is become
my salvation. Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the
wells of salvation" (Isaiah 12:2,3). A.D.R.
Southbourne.

IN MEMORIAM

MISS GRACE ANSCOMBE (Brighton)

Miss Grace Anscombe, formerly of Wood Vale, Forest Hill.
London, S.E.22, passed forward on Sunday, October 1st, 1961. The
funeral service was at Providence Chapel, Brighton, when two
hymns were sung, "When this passing world is done" (McCheyne)
and "We speak of the realms of the blest."

Though she had reached the age of 80 years, her passing was
unexpected. She had spent the previous day in a very enjoyable
outing witha friend. Her Bible and Hawker's Portions were still on
her bed when her spirit fled.

Miss Anscombe was, be believe, a life-long worshipper at Grove
Chapel, Camberwell, a Visitor of the Aged Pilgrims, and a regular
reader of The Gospel Magazine. Our first acquaintance with her
began in 1905, and we have always known her as one who deeply
loved the Lord and His people. We express our Christian sympathy
with those who mourn her loss, one of whom writes: "It is wonder
ful to realise that she is enjoying the fulfilment of those two grand
hymns" (the hymns sung at the funeral service, as above).
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PROTESTANT BEACON

UNHAPPY SPAIN

SPAIN AND HER TRADITIONS

WE heard mention recently in a parliamentary discussion upon
relations with Spain, that she (Spain) was referred to as being a
country with Christian traditions. The inference would be, that
after all, we had much in common with Spain. Again and again we
hear of evidences that those politically wise are in utter ignorance
of any facts and truths which lie deper than the surface of politics.

The soil of Spain is among the richest in Europe. Nature has
denied her nothing which could minister to the enjoyment of the
inhabitants. There is an eastern brilliancy to its sky, and a tropical
fertility to its earth. But Popery has been the blight to ,the most
delectable of natural climes.

I.-THE TIMES OF THE REFORMATION

Four hundred years ago, when the children of the Reformation
were coming up out of the Egypt of the Papacy, Spain met them,
as Edom met the Israelites when on their march to Palestine, not
"with bread and water," but "with the sword." She sought by
armies and executioners to cut them otf to a man, and make the
name and memory of the Reformers to perish from the earth.
Having repeated the crime of Edom, it would seem as if Spain
had been made one of the Edoms of the modern nations. Her
throne has been smitten, and her people too. According to the
census taken in Spain in 1930, at least 45-46 per cent of the popu
lation could neither read or write: up to which time the Papal
system had under its supervision all the schools, both State and
~ureh., ' .

SPAIN'S UNIIAPPY CHOICE

In the sixteenth century, when the light of God's truth beamed
through the nations of Europe, the darkness of Popery prevailed
in unhappy Spain.

"When the nations of Europe," wrote DR. J; A. WVLlE,
"were called upon to make their choice between Romc and the
Bible, Spain, too, was called to make hers. She made it; but,
unhappily made it on the wrong side-her choice was given in
favour of Rome. She thought she had done well. With the
Reformation she could associate nothing but weakness and
humiliation. She had no faith in the spiritual forces that were
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acting on its side. These she could not see, and so did not
believe in them. Their march was not proclaimed by sound of
trumpet, nor followed by such victories as are won by mailed
battalions on the field of war. She turned away, therefore, from
the gospel with the words, 'What good will this birthright do
me'?' She placed her throne and her realm under the aegis of
the Papacy. She had chosen empire and ages of glory-so Spain
thought.

"Scarcely had Spain macle her choice when her decadence
began. Her magnificent empire, which comprehended territories
so vast. regions so fair, colonies so rich. and nations and tribes
so numerous, began to break up. Spain struggled hard to avert
the impending ruin. She wept tears of agony; she enrolled
soldiers; she fought battles: she called able statesmen to her
councils; she carried across the Atlantic gold and silver to
replenish her cotfers; she imported corn and wine from her
rich provinces to feed her people. All was in vain. Her choice
could not be reversed. Neither struggles nor tears could stay
the course of the sinking empire. The very stars in their courses
fought against Spain. Victory fled from her standards; the
tempests of the deep engulfed her navies; her princes were
struck with fatuity; her colonies were reft from her; her re
venues and re~ources were dried up; her cities sunk into decay;
her people became demoralised and beggared; and the magni
ficent empire of Philip II became a bye-word among the nations.
. . . . The truth is that Spain was too powerful to enter in at
the strait gate of the sixteenth century. Had she been as the
little Holland, or as the poor but chivalrous Switzerland, her
choice, in all probability, would have been wiser, and her future
more prosperous. But her place among the nations was too
high, and she was too intimately allied with Rome to stoop
down and humble herself that she might enter into the heritage
of the Gospel."

n.-THE ADVENT OF THE TERRIBLE INQUISITION

And yet there was a time when Spain appeared to be on the
point of breaking with the Papacy. In fact, she was as near doing
so as any other nation of Europe. There was revealed in the.
Spanish mind a remarkable aptitude for receiving the gospel. It
threw itself with zeal into the Reformation movement, readily
enibracing it, tenaciously holding it, and zealously propagating it.
Before the Inquisition. ever on the watch with her evil eyes, had
even suspected that reformed. scriptural views had entered Spain,
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the pure gospel of grace numbered many adherents and had spread
through all parts of the country.

BEHEADING' OF DON CARLOS

Indeed, the Reformation reached the very steps of the throne of
Spain, and there it was stopped by a deed that makes one shudder.
DON CAR-LOS, the heir apparent, was suspected, and not without
reason, of being a favourer of the Gospel. Was he spared because
he was the king's son? No! The earthly palace could afford him
no shelter. It was long thought that he had died by poison. But his
fate was more tragic. He was one day, by the orders of his father,
Philip n, made to sit in a chair with a plentiful supply of sawdust
around it, and; horrible to relate, was beheaded.

The executioner was himself instantly thereafter put to death,
on the frivolous pretext that he had stolen the jewels from the
prince's body; but the awful crime could not be for ever hid.
Among authorities which can be quoted disclosing the facts of this
awful crime. can be mentioned J. A. Wylie's "Daybreak in Spain,"
and "The Spanish Protestants" by Adolfo de Castro. There is
abundant evidence that Don Carlos had much amiable contact with
the Protestant Count of Egmont, in the Low Countries, and that
they corresponded by letter.

Thcwriter recalls seeing a monument in Brussels to the memory
of the Counts of Egmont and Home. who suffered death under the
Spanish Inquisition-we considered what a present day tragedy it
should be; that seemingly, the giddy crowds pass by and have no
understanding of, or acquaintance with. such historical fact and the
blessed ,truths connected therewith.

PROTESTANTS WIPED OUT

When at last Rome saw her danger in that eventful sixteenth
century, she did not delay. She struck promptly, and with such
unsparing vengeance that she did not need to strike again. In one
single night no fewer than eight hundred Protestants were hurried
off to the prisons of Seville. This was the first burst of the storm.

, In ten short years, from 1560 to 1570. the Reformation was almost
burned out of Spain. Stakes were planted and fires blazed in the
principal cities, and by the last year named (1570), of the illustrious
band of confessors which appeared at the beginning, and who cher.
ished the hope of emancipating their country from Papal bondage,
scarce one, remained. Some had been driven into exile, some had
died in prison; but the greater part had perished at the stake. Their
country they could not save, but they themselves were saved of the
God of salvation, and to do this they had to pass. through the fire.
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"But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, 0 Jacob, and he
that formed thee, 0 Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee,
I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou passest
through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers,
they shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest through the fire,
thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.
For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour"
(Isaiah 43: 1-2).

IlL-REMARKABLE DISCLOSURES IN THE PALACE OF THE
INQUISITION OF MADRID, 1809

Remarkable disclosures were brought to light at the time of the
demolition of the palace of the Popish Inquisition at Madrid.
Napoleon had previously issued a decree for the suppression of this
institution, wherever his victorious troops should extend their arms.
Colonel Lemanoir, of the regiment of 9th Lancers, was ordered by
Marshal Soult, the Governor of Madrid, to destroy the buildings of
the Inquisition, conformably to the decree of the Emperor. With
his own regiment, and two other regiments of infantry, one of which
regiments, the 117th, was under the orders of Colonel Delille, they
marched to the Inquisition, the buildings of which were surrounded
with strong walls, and guarded by four hundred soldiers.

"On my arrival," relates the Colonel, "I summoned the
fathers to open the gates. A sentinel who was on one of the
bastions appeared to converse for an instant with someone in

.. the interior, after which he fired upon us, and killed one of my
men. This was the signal for the attack, and I ordered my
troops to fire upon all who appeared upon the walts. It became
soon evident that the combat was unequal, and I changed the
mode of attack. Some trees were cut down and made into
battering rams, and two of these machines being well directed,
under a shower of balls a breach was made, and the Imperial
troops rushed into the Inquisition. Here we had a sample of
what Jesuitical effrontery can do. The Inquisitor-General and
the Father Confessors solemnly issued forth ftom their retreats,
clothed in their sacerdotal robes. and with their arms crossed
upon their' breasts-as if, knowing nothing, they came to learn

.what was the matter. They rebuked their soldiers, saying, Why
do you fight with our friends, the French? .They appeared to
wish to make us believe that they had not ordered the defence,
and they hoped, no doubt, to be able to make their escape
during the confusion occasioned by the pillage. They were
"deceived. I gave strict orders that they should be kept in view,
and all their solgiers made prisoriers.
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THE DUNGEONS

"We then began our examination of this prison of hell. We
saw chamber after chamber, altars, crucifixes, wax tapers in
abundance; riches and splendour were to be seen everywhere.
The floors and walls were highly polished, and the marble
Mosaic inlaid with exquisite taste. But where were the instru
ments of torture of which we were told, and where were the
dungeons in which it was said that human beings were entombed
alive? We sought for them in vain; the 'holy fathers' assured
us that they were calumniated, and that we had seen everything.
I was about to abandon my researches, persuaded that these
Inquisitors were different from those of whom we had heard
spoken: but Colonel" Delille would not give up so easily. He
said to me, 'Let us examine again the floors; let us pour water
upon them, and we shall see if it does not run through one
part.' The flags of marble were large and quite smooth. After
we had poured the water, to the great displeasure of the In
quisitors, we examined all the interstices, to see if any oozed
through. Very soon Colonel Delille cried out that he had found
what he sought for. In the joining of a flag the water dis
appeared very quickly, as if there was an empty space beneath.
Officers and men set to work to raise the flag, whilst the priests
cried out against the desecration of their beautiful and 'holy'
house.

"A soldier struck a spring with the butt end of his musket,
which disclosed a flight of steps. I took a lighted taper four
feet long, from a table, in order to explore our discovery, but
was stopped by one of the Inquisitors, who gently placed his
hand upon my arm-'My son: said he, with a devout air, 'you
ought not to touch that taper; it is holy.' Well, I replied. I
require a holy light to fathom iniquity: I descended the steps
which were under a ceiling without any opening except the
trap-door. Arriving at the bottom we entered into a vast square
room, called the Hall of Judgment. In the middle was a block
of stone, upon which was fixed a chair for the accused. On
one side of the room was another seat more elevated for the
Inquisitor-General, called the Throne of Judgment; and there
were lower seats for the fathers.

LIVING VICTIMS

"From this chamber we passed to the right, and found small
cells extending the whole length of the edifice. But what a
spectacle presented itself to our eyes! How the beneficent re
ligion of the Saviour had been outraged by its professors! These
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cells served as dungeons, where the victims of the Inquisition
were immured, until death relieved them from their sufferings.
Their bodies were left there to decompose, and that the pesti·
lential smell might not incommode the Inquisitors, ventilators
were made to carry it otf. In the cells we found the remains of
some who had died recently, whilst in others we only found
skeletons, chained to the floor. In others we found living
victims of all ages and both sexes-young men and young
women, and old men up to the age of seventy, but all as naked
as the day they were born. Our soldiers first busied themselves
to free their captives from their chains, and then took off part
of their clothes to cover them.

THE INSTRUMENTS OF TORTURE

"After having visited all the cells, and opened the prison
doors of those who yet lived, we went to visit another chamber
on the left. There we found all the instruments of torture that
the genius of men or demons could invent. At this sight the
fury of our soldiers could not longer be contained-they cried
out that everyone of these inquisitors, monks, and soldiers,
should undergo the torture. We did not attempt to prevent
them, and they immediately commenced the work upon tile
persons of the fathers."

God's visible judgments wiJI at length destroy Babylon. There
will be no reform of Popery. She has bound herself in the immut·
able chain of her own sins. Her claim to infallibility has made her
rejection of her crimes and falsehoods impossible. "Those kings,
who, like our James IT of England and Charles X of France, adhere
to it, will mourn its fall (Rev. 18: 9). Those kings, who like
Napoleon, are really infidel, will hate it and burn its flesh. Thus
they are described in one place as hating the whore, and making
her desolate (Rev. 17: 16); and they are described in another place
as bewailing and lamenting for her (Rev. 18: 9); but it is the property
of God's wonderful providence to bring out in clear fulfilment, the
most apparently impossible prophecies" (pp. 186·7, "Divine Warn·
ing to the Church" by E. Bickersteth).

END OF THE INQUISITION OF MADRID

When the victims of the Inquisition could be brought without
danger from their Madrid prison into the light of day, the news of
their deliverance spread abroad; and those from whom the "Holy
Office" had torn their relations or friends came to see if there was
any hope of finding them alive. About one hundred persons were
rescued alive from their living tombs, and restored to their families.
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Many found a son or a daughter, a brother, or a sister. Some
found no one. A large quantity of powder was placed in the sub
terraneous passages of the building, the massive walls and towers
were blown up into the air, and the Inquisition of Madrid ceased
to exist.

Such was Popery in Spain, and such it would have been in
England but for an overruling Providence. The Invincible Armada
or Spanish Fleet, was sent from those shores by the king of Spain
and blessed by Pope Sextus, loaded with such diabolical instru
ments all ready to be used as they could be landed. But, provi
dentially, a storm came on, and caused many of the enemy's ships,
with their infernal cargo, to founder; priests and the instruments
of the Inquisition alike. As the inscription on the monument at
Plymouth Hoe reads: "He blew with His winds, and they were
scattered."

"I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously:
the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. . . . . The
enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil;
my lust shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword, my
hand shall destroy them. Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea
covered them: they sank as lead in the mighty waters" (Exodus
15: 1,8-9. F.C.
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o Lord, we are the creatures of Thy hand,
For as the potter fashioneth the clay,

So for some holy purpose Thou hast planned
Our steps to walk with Thee the heavenward way;

And as a house the builder will erect
That he himself may come to dwell within,

So Thou didst frame the life of Thine elect,
Made by Thy Spirit to Thyself akin;

And as the weaver makes some fabric fine
Which may his workmanship to all display,

So Thou didst mould the souls for ever Thine
Whom grace has made the pilgrims of Thy way.

.Good Shepherd, we rejoice that we are Thine
And pray that for Thy glory we may shine.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway.
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BIBLE EXPOSITION

"AND YE WOULD NOT"

515

By the late REV. J. BATTERSBY

(Vicar of St. James', Sheffield)

"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest
them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings, and ye would'not! "-(Matthew 23: 37).

I AM aware that the words of my text are frequently quoted in
defence of the doctrine of the idol of "freewill" by those persons
who have quite as good an opinion of themselves and of their own
power as they have of the Lord Jesus Christ and of His own power.
It is not my intention to treat our text in a controversial spirit, but
rather to give you an interpretation of it which commends itself to
my own mind, and which I believe to be in perfect keeping with the
teaching of the Scriptures generally. In preaching, I have no end
to serve but one, which is this-to endeavour, as far as possible, to
discover the truth, and then to proclaim it, praying that God's bless
ing may rest upon it for the truth's sake. And I do most sincerely
pray that it may please God to give us the Spirit of truth, Who alone
can guide us into all truth, that we may not fail to understand aright
this very important passage of Holy Writ. Without any further
introduction, I shall proceed to direct your attention to the text.

1. First, our Lord's exclamation: - "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are
sent unto thee."

2. Secondly, our Lord's kindness to the children of Israel:
"How often would I have gathered thy children together,
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings."

3. Thirdly, the opposition which He met with: -" And ye would
not."

I think that this may be regarded as a fair division of our text.
And, in considering it under these divisions, you will see that we
shall have ample opportunity for taking up each part of the verse
as far as our time will permit us. Let me now direct you:-

I.-THE LORD'S EXCLAMATION
First, to our Lord's exclamation: -"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem,

thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto
thee." "Jerusalem, Jerusalem." What is the meaning of the word?
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Wc are told by those who are capable of giving an opinion, that it
is a word made up of "Jireh" and "Salem"-which, together, mean
"vision of peace," or "the posscssion of pcace.' This, you will
observe, is simply thc meaning of the word. Of this Salcm Melchi
zedck was king-typical of another and a great King of Salem,
even Jesus Christ. Now having ascertained the meaning of the word
Jerusalem, we shall find that it is used in two senses in the Scrip
tures. It may be used in more, but these will serve our purpose.

First, it is used literally of the city or capital of Jerusalem, or of
its inhabitants. And secondly, it is used figuratively of the Church
of God. either here, upon earth, or in heaven, or both. But you
will see what I mean as we proceed.

JERUSALEM LITERALLY

Jerusalem literally. refers to the very place-the city-or to the
inhabitants thereof. Jerusalem was a beautiful spot, and the place
of God's choice. "He hath chosen Zion"-literally for His Dwelling
Place. In Jerusalem was erected the beatiful temple, in which was
the worship according to God's special appointment. "Beautiful for
situation was Mount Zion, the joy of the whole earth" (Psalm 48: 2).
You will perceive that this is spoken of literal Jerusalem.

We shall not trace its history further, beyond saying that when
our Lord Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem, on His last visit thither,
He wept over it, sympathising with the people, saying, as you read
in the 19th chapter of S1. Luke, the 41 st and following verses:
"And when He was come near, He beheld the city, and wept over it,
saying, 'If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day,
the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from
thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee. but thine enemies
shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep
thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even with the ground, and
thy children within thee: and they shall not leave in thee one stone
upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.' "
Scarcely forty years had passed away before this remarkable pro
phecy of our Lord had been fulfilled to the very letter. Jerusalem
was laid in ruins-its inhabitants were destroyed-and a plough
was run over the very place where the Temple had stood. So
literally was accomplished the prophecy of our Lord.

JERUSALEM FIGURATIVELY

Again, Jerusalem is used figuratively of the Church. or of the
people of God. I think that it is so used in the 62nd of Isaiah,
where these words occur in the 1st verse: "For Zion's sake will I
not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until
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the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation
thereof as a lamp that burneth." He is speaking in these words, to
my mind, of that which is spiritual, and which can never be de
stroyed or extinguished.

Let me now take another expression from the New Testament
the 4th chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to the Galatians-where you
will read, in that beautiful allegory of his, the 25th and 26th verses:
"For this Agar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jeru
salem which now is, and is in bondage with her children." What is
there in this verse? You have "Agar," "Sinai," and "Jerusalem,"
which are all in bondage to the law. Now read the next verse:
"But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us
all." Or, in other words, this is Sarah, Isaac, and the promise to the
Church of God. The Gospel in its liberty. There is a wonderful
contrast in these words, as you will see.

I think, if there were no other passage of Scripture, that this alone
would fully support the view which I have taken of Jerusalem as
meaning the Church of God. But I read again in the 3rd of
Revelation, the 12th verse, these words: "And I will write upon him
the Name of my God, and the Name of the city of my God, which
is New Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my
God: and I will write upon him my new Name." This is the
Jerusalem which St. John saw descending out of heaven, filled with
the glory of God. Now this is Jerusalem, as far as I can see it,
figuratively and spiritually referring to the Church of God. And
"they that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot
be removed, but abideth for ever." For, "As the mountains are
round about Jerusalem" literally, "so the Lord is round about HIs
people" spiritually and eternally--"from henceforth, even for ever,"
and "For evermore" (Psalm 125: 1,2). This is the Church, or the
Jerusalem which is from above, and which can never perish.

THE CHARGE
But now look again, for it is said: "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou

that killest the prophets." This is the charge which is brought
against Jerusalem in our text: "Thou killest the prophets." Who
were they that killed the prophets? Who, indeed? Who killed the
prophets of the Old Testament? Did the poor people, or the rulers?
The poor people had neither authority nor power to kill the prophets.
Now those who had the power were the rulers.

And hence you will read, in the 19th of the 1st of Kings, that
when Elijah had hid himself in a case, and the Lord called to him
and asked him what he was doing there, he said: "I have been very
jealous for the Lord God of hosts: for the children of Israel have
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forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down Thine altars, and slain T Izy
prophets with the sword; and 1, even I only, am left: and they seek
my life, to take it away." Poor Elijah! Ay! But blessed be God!
he was not the only one left after all. He had made a mistake. There
were "seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which had not bowed
unto Baal, and every mouth which had not kissed him" (verse 18).
But you see that it was a complaint in the time of Elijah, that
"they had slain the Lord's prophets." They had killed the prophets.

And we read after this, in the 2nd of Chronicles, the 36th chapter,
that the Lord sent His messengers and prophets to Israel. But the
great. ones of Israel only mocked them, and persecuted them, for
which God sent them into capitivity.

I wish you now to look at the verses which precede our text, and
read what Our Lord says: "Behold, I send unto you prophets, and
wise men, and scribes, and some of them ye shall kill and crucify."
As it has been in the past, so it will be in the future. "And some
of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them
from city to city: That upon you may come all the righteous blood
shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the
blood of Zacharias, son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the
temple and the altar. Verily, I say unto you, All these things shall
come upon this generation" (verses 34 to 36). What more need we
say respecting the killing of the prophets? Our Lord speaks of what
had been done in the past, and He foretells what would take place
in the future. He tells us who they were that killed the prophets
in the past, and who would do so in the future. You will see the
key to our text by-and-bye.

But look again, for it is said: "A nd stonest them which are sent
unto thee." "Stonest them." In the 13th of Deuteronomy, and at
the 10th verse, you will read that stoning was one of the ways by
which a false prophet was put to death. Now the Jews treated our
Lord as if He were a false prophet. And what followed? There was
nothing easier than persecution. For our Lord, being charged by the
Jews as a false prophet, persecution followed the false charge as a
matter of course. We read. in the 11th of Hebrews, of some old
prophets: "And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings,"
and so on. "Yea, moreover, of bonds and imprisonment." Thus,
"They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were
slain with the sword" (verses 36 and 37).

What did our Lord tell us about His own sufferings at the
hands of the Jews? Indeed, His teaching was, that He must suffer
many things at their hands, which He did. The Jews were often
offended at our Saviour's sayings, and at none more than when
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He said: "Before Abraham was, I am." "Then they took up stones
to cast at Him, but Jesus hid Himself" (John 8: 58, 59). And again,
in the 10th of St. John, we read what Jesus said, and how the Jews
treated Him. "I and My Father are one. Then the Jews took up
stones again to stone Him. Jesus answered them, Many good works
have I shewed you from My Father; for which of those works do
ye stone Me? The Jews answered Him, saying, For a good work
we stone Thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that Thou,
being a man, makest Thyself God." These wicked Jews first charged
our Lord falsely, and then persecuted Him to the death. Probably
they thought that they were doing God service in carrying out
capital punishment upon Him according to the 13th of Deuteronomy.

When Stephen charged the Jews with their wickedness, they
stoned him that he died. "Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised in
heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost; as your fathers
did, so do ye. Which of the prophets have not your fathers perse
cuted? And they have slain them which shewed before of the
coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers
and murderers," "When they heard these things, they were cut to
the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth." "They cast
him out of the city, and stoned him to death" (Acts 7: 51-60).
Paul was stoned at Lystra, and then drawn out of the city for dead
(Acts 14: 19).

This is the treatment the Lord's sent prophets have received at the
hands of those who professed to be more holy than they. We know
not how soon these things may be repeated. One thing we may feel
assured of, which is this, that the sent servants of Jesus Christ will
always be subjected to persecution for the truth's sake. "0 Jerusa
lem, Jerusalem, which killeth the prophets, and stoneth them which
are sent unto thee" to preach the Gospel of peace unto thee, how
shall I pardon thee for this thy wickedness?

Let us now proceed to notice:
n.-THE LORD'S KINDNESS

Secondly, our Lord's kindness to the children of Jerusalem. "How
often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings." "Here we must enquire
who are intended by thy children," of the children of Jerusalem?
Who are these children? By "thy children" I understand the people
or the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and by Jerusalem I understand
the civil and ecclesiastical rulers in Jerusalem, such as the great
Sanhedrim, which would be composed of the most eminent and
learned men of the day, such as the Scribes, Pharisees, and Sad
ducees.
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These were our Lord's inveterate enemies, and against them He
inveighed with great severity calling them "fools," "blind guides,"
"hypocrites," "Serpents, a generation of vipers." And then He
says: How can ye escape the damnation of hell? The common
people, or the subjects of a nation, are the children of the nation,
but the rulers and those in authority are the fathers of the nation,
and as such they are bound to seek the welfare of the nation. The
subjects of Great Britain are the children of the kingdom, and the
rulers are the fathers thereof. This I conceive to be the idea in our
text. Thy children are the subjects of Jerusalem, and thy fathers
are the rulers placed over them in Jerusalem. I hardly think that
any common sense objection can be raised to this view of the
children of Jerusalem. However, 1 shall leave it with objectors to
disprove it.

Again, "how often would I have gathered my children together.
There was a gathering together of the children of Jerusalem
eiternally and openly by our Lord, for the purpose of instructing
them and explaining to them the object of His mission amongst
them. He was the great Teacher sent from God to teach the people,
but His enemies would not countenance Him. They hated Him and
sought to take away His life. At Nazareth, He would have taught
the people, but those in the synagogue were filled with wrath, be
cause of His sayings, and they rose up, and thrust him out of the
city, and led Him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was
built, that they might cast Him down headlong. But He escaped
out of their hands (Luke 4). On another occasion He was teaching
the people who came to Him in the temple, but some of the Jews
were so angry with Him that they would have killed Him, had He
not fled for His life and hid himself (John 8). Jesus went about
among the people, and would have gathered them together to do
them good, but His enemies hated Him and opposed Him with all
their might.

SPIRITUAL GATHERING

The gathering together of the children of Jerusalem. There is the
heavenly Jerusalem, the children of which the Lord never fails to
gather together unto Himself.

They were first gathered together in the eternal covenant and
given to Christ by His Father before the foundation of the world.
"Thine they were, and Thou gavest them Me."

Wrecked in Adam, nevertheless, they were not wrecked in Christ.
The Saints of God have been gathered unto Him from the days of
Abel down to the present time, ~nd this will go on until the last
vessel of mercy shall have been gathered unto Him. The mighty
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God had spoken in the Old Testament, saying, "gather My saints
together unto Me; those that have made a covenant with Me by
sacrifice."

And in the New Testament, Christ has said, "alld I, if I be lifted
up from .the earth, will draw all unto Me." He 'was lifted up on
Calvary; and there He drew unto Himself all His elect, and pre
sented them unto His Father as the children for whom He shed His
most precious blood. Christ is lifted up now in His preached
gospel, and with the great sound of this gospel trumpet, the elect of
God are being gathered together unto Him from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other (Psalm 50: 5; Matthew 24: 31).
Jesus has died that He might gather together in one, the children
of God that were scattered abroad.

The Father draws unto Christ, the Saviour draws unto Himself,
and the Holy Ghost takes the sinner gently by the hand and leads
him unto Jesus. Our Beloved Lord will one day say to His Father,
"Behold I und the children which Thou hast given me." Not one
of them can be lost. These children of the heavenly Jerusalem may
appear upon earth as a very little flock, but hereafter they will
appear as they really are, "a great multitude, which no man can
number, gathered out of all natiol/s, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues."

Our Lord was not disappointed in gathering together His elect
from amongst the Jews when He was here upon earth. Outwardly.
He met with great opposition. for which as a nation the Jews were
doomed to ruin and misery. He called, and they refused. They set
at nought all His counsel, and would have none of His reproof. The
consequence was, that they ate of the fruit of their own way, and
were filled with their own devices. 1 beg that you will always dis
tinguish between the children of the literal Jerusalem and the
children of the spiritual and heavenly Jerusalem.

A SIMILITUDE

The Lord's kindness to the children of Jerusulem is expressed by
a similitude. "Even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her
wings." 1 shall only notice a few things in this similitude.

A hen is very kind to her chickens: so the Lord would have been
kind to the children of Jerusalem. He came to them not in any
way to injure them, but 011 the contrary to benefit and to bless
them.

Again, a hen denies herself for her chickens: so the Lord denies
Himself for the children of Jerusalem. Of Him it was truly said,
"The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the
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Son of man hath not where to lay His head." Why all this
self denial? It was for the children of Jerusalem.

Again, a hen clucks and calls her chickens to herself: so the Lord
calls His chickens, His heavenly brood unto Himself. The children
of the heavenly Jerusalem know His alluring voice, and understand
His enticing words, when He has a sweet and precious morsel for
them.

Again, a hen gathers her chickens under her wings. And why?
That she may protect, cherish, and nourish them: so the Lord
gathers His spiritual brood under the protecting wings of His foster
ing care. "How excellent is Thy loving kindness, 0 God! There
fore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of Thy
wings."

I do not wish to ignore the literal gathering together of the
children of Jerusalem by Christ for the purpose of instruction and
protection, because I have touched upon the spiritual and effectual
gathering of all the elect unto Christ.

An eminent commentator (Dr. Gill), makes the following remarks
upon our text: "It is not said, how often I would have gathered
you, and you would not! nor, I would have gathered Jerusalem, and
she would not; nor, I would have gathered thy children, and they
would not; but,how often would I have gathered thy children, and
ye would not." These words are well worth remembering. They
will help also to prepare the way fat our understanding:

IlL-THE OPPOSITION
Thirdly, the opposition which our Lord met with. "And ye would

not." I am aware that these words very aptly describe the rebellion,
the obstinacy, the hatred, and the wicked opposition that exists in
every natural man's heart against the things which be of the Spirit of
God. Now, in our tex't, they are spoken of as a certain class of
persons, and our object on the present occasion is, to discover who
these persons are. "And ye would not." Who would not?

Is it. And the children would not? Or the people would not? We
are told that "the common people heard Him gladly" (Mark 12: 37).
We are informed that from His earliest ministry in Galilee, great
multitudes followed Him from all parts (Matthew 4: 23-25). And
seeing these multitudes, He went up into the mountain, and there de
livered His sermon to His disciples (Matthew 5: 1). When the
multitude saw the miracle of healing wrought upon the man sick of
the palsy, "they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such
power unto men" (Matthew 9: 1-8).

[To be concluded]
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Poetry

SOVEREIGN GRACE

523

Before the world's foundations were construed
And God had fashioned stars and moon and sun,
His changeless love my sinful soul had wooed
And pardon given through death of His dear Son.
I know my soul's salvation had been won
And that I am the child of sovereign grace,
Appointed here the heavenly race to run
Until in Heaven I have my destined place
And see in endless bliss my loving Saviour's face.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway.

THE SONG OF ZACHARIAS

Most blessed be the God of Israel,
For He hath visited and brought from bonds
His people, raising up for us a horn
Of saving mercy in great David'shouse,
As oft He spake through holy prophet's tongues,
Predicting safety from our enemies,
And from the hand of those who hate our soul.
The mercy promised to our forefathers
He hath remembered, with the oath He swore
To father Abraham. Thus we engage
To serve the Lord with trust and righteousness
Throughout our days of earthly pilgrimage.
And thee, my child, each future age shall call
"The prophet of the Highest." Thou shalt go
Before His face, and thus prepare His way,
Giving the knowledge of His grace to those
Who seek from Him remission of their sins.
Through tender mercy of our God has come
The Dayspring from on High, to g~ve His light
To them that sit in darkness and death's shade.
Thus He will guide our feet to ways of peace.

Rodden Rectory, Frame. T. Pittaway.
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CURRENT TOPICS

"A TROPHY OF GRACE"
A remarkable story of the sovereignty and power of grace among

the Highlanders of Ross-shire is given in a reprint by the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland Publications Committee. It is
headed "A TROPHY OF GRACE," and is an account of one known
as "Muckle Kate," an old wicked sinner, whom no effort seemed to
reach.

Her minister used an extraordinary plan, which God owned.
Deep conviction came to the once hardened sinner, and she became
a "wonder to many"-caJled by grace between the ages of 80 and
90. She lived about three years after her call, manifesting marks
of Divine grace, absorbed in the glory of her Redeemer. "Tell, tell
to others that I have found Him-tell them that I, a living embodi
ment of every sin, even I have found a Saviour's person, even I
have known a Saviour's love."

Copies of the booklet, at four pence a copy, postage free, from:
The Publications Treasurer, Mr. J. Grant, Palmerston Villa, 4 Mill
burn Road, Inverness, Scotland. Tt is an eight-page typed reprint,
with typed cover.

THE GUNPOWDER PLOT
It is common today for Roman Catholic writers to endeavour to

discount the well-established history of the Gunpowder plot (1605).
Wc recall an effective criticism of this tendency by the Rev. C.
Sydney Carter, M.A., 0.0., who wrote: "The Plot was certainly
no invention of the Government of the day. and we must be on the
alert to expose and refute glaring attempts by pro-Roman apologists
to re-write and 'debunk' well established history by 'ex-catheclra'
unproved statements. . . ."

A fanatical Papist, an agent of the Jesuits. Robert Catesby, had
conceived the plot as early as May 1603. He had agreed with a
kinsman of the Earl of Northumberland, Thomas Percy, that "to
kill the King" (.Tames I) was "the surest way." He told his cousin.
Thomas Winter, of the plan to blow up the Parliament House, and
Winter brought Guy Fawkes from Flanders. The plan was to be put
into operation when the King opened Parliament.

The danger to the conspirators was that it involved the killing of
some Roman Catholic peers. This caused some alarm, which event
ually led to the discovery of the plot. A search was made at
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midnight on November 4th-the night before Parliament was to be
opened-·-and Guy Fawkes was found all ready to light the bonfire.

Professor S. R. Gardiner declared that "the whole story of the
Plot as far as it relates to the lay conspirators rests upon indisputable
evidence."

THE CUFTON CONFERENCE
The Clifton Conference was almost the first of such gatherings,

having been originated in 1862 by the Rev. Samuel Abraham
Walker, Rector of St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol. It gave a valuable
testimony to the Gospel of the Free and Sovereign Grace of God.

Mr. Walker died on November 30th, 1879, and the Conference
was convened from 1880 by the Rev. James Ormiston, who suc
ceeded as Rector of St. Mary-Ie-Port. It continued year by year
until 1911 when, owing to Mr. Ormiston's illness, it could not be
held. However, it was held again in 1912 and 1913. We have
received from Mr. H. F. Stevens a copy of the Report of the 1913
Conference-entitled The Jubilee of the Conference-the subject
being "The Coming of the Lord draweth nigh" (James 5: 8). This
was the last Conference held.

We have occasionally given a paper or an address from some of
the Conference Reports; but we possess only a comparatively few
of the Reports. The subject of the First Conference (1862) was:
"The Scriptures-their Inspiration and their Use," but we have not
seen the actual Report.

The Conference was held at the Victoria Rooms early in October
of each year. The closing Service and Sermon was at St. Mary-le
Port Church, with the service of the Lord's Supper.

PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, CHICHESTER
The County Archivist for West Sussex, Mr. Fraucis W. Steer,

F.S.A., has kindly placed at our disposal for review (through Mr.
Geofhey WilIiams of The Evangelical Library) a copy of the Rev.
J. S. Reynotds' monograph on PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, CHICHESTER.
It is No. 19 of "The Chichester Papers," edited by Mr. Steer and
published by the Chichester City Council, 1961 (price 7/-, postage
4d., 48 pages).

Mr. Williams writes:

".1 doubt if ever before the struggles and survival of a /
Calvinistic cause from the days of George III to our own '
time have been more penetratingly portrayed than in this
history.... The intertwining of Free Grace groups and God-
honoured personalities makes manifest the over-ruling of Divine
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power in maintaining unbroken witness to the witness to the
Truths once delivered to the saints."

He refers to "names like the Countess of Huntingdon, the Rev.
Henry Peckwell, George Whitefield, Jenkin Jenkins, William
Huntington, W. J. Brook of Brighton, John Vinall, Thomas Oxen
ham of Welwyn, James Lewis," and commends the book to us.

How a clergyman of the Church of England came to write a
historical account of a non-conformist Chapel is partly explained
by Mr. Reynolds in that his great-grandmother Reynolds was a
member of the congregation. Mr. Reynolds adds concerning the
Chapel: "It is a splendidly complete example of a small non
conformist chapel of Regency times. On this account, if on no
other. it deserves to be cherished."

Mr. Reynolds expressed his thanks, among others, to the Rev.
H. Moore, pastor of Jireh Chapel, Lewes, and his son, Mr. Desmond
Moore, now a trustee of Providence Chapel; the Rev. J. W.
Rowlands, pastor of Providence Chapel, Brighton; to Mr. Geoffrey
WilIiams, Founder of The Evangelical Library (78a Chiltern Street,
London, W.l); to Dr. 'and Mrs. P. C. J. Nicholl (Mayor and
Mayoress of Lewes, 1959-60); and to others, but specially to Mr.
Francis W. Steer, the County Archivist for West Sussex. for his
initiative and encouragement.

As we have only just received, the book, we have not had time to
read it in full; but it appears to be very well done. It is fully
documented, and contains various photographs.

HISTORY OF PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, CHICHESTER from the days ot
'George the Third to the present time, by Rev. J. S. Reynolds, B.Litt., M.A.

(Illustrated). This booklet includes reterence to the Countess, of Huntlngdon,
William Huntington, Lewes Chapel, Mldhurst, Southampton, Brighton, etc., etc.
Price 7/- (7/4 postfree).-From W. H. Smith & Sons, or The Town Clerk.
Grey trial's, Chichester. '

WANTED BY THE EVANGELICAL LIBRARY, 78a Chiltern Street, W.1:
The Works ot G€orge Whitefteld. Sermons by Free Grace writers.

Bradtord (John) on Election. Howe (John), anything. Gospel Standard 1835-55.
Puritan Books. D'Aubigne's History ot the'Retormation in the time ot Calvin.
Winslow, Mary (Life ot). Philpots Sermons (set or add vols.).

GOOD Christian Books 'Vanted to spread Evangelistic Truth all over the
world. Write for free illustrated booklet of this Loan Library to The

Evangelical Library, 78 Chiltern Sti'eet, London, W.1.




