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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the cornfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 ConlNmIeNs I :4.

THE HOPE OF SALVATION
"For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation

by our I'ord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that whether we
wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. Wherefore

. comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as
ye do."-l Thessalonians 5:9-11.

Sour of the first Christians at Thessalonica had suffered the loss of
Christian relatives and of Christian friends dear to them' Apparently
they had sorrowed immoderately concerning them. Hence the
apostle Paul wrote to them: "But I would not have you to be
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow
not, even as others which have no hope" (1 Thess. 4: l3). In their
pa$an, unregenerate days, having no hope, they had indeed given
themselves over to excessive displays of sorrow-they tore their
hair, they cut themselves, they wailed and lamented those whom
they had lost and would never see again.

But those who died in Christ were not /osr. When we "lose"

those who are near and dear to us, we often vary in our feelings.
Sometimes we are stunned, and all feeling seems to go from us;
a kind of insensibility comes over us, an apathy, and almost a
stoical indifterence-we wish that we could feel, but cannot do so.
With others there often comes excesstve grief; nothing can soften
the blow; and the grief is kept for months, even for years. But for
the Christian there is a consideration which helps us "not to sorrow
as those without hoPe."

' iF-. ' - . -  .4: '%
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See how Paul expressed this. He began at once with the words"For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again.. ." Do we
believe that? Sometimes it is said, "No one has been into the
grave and returned to tell us." But One has! And He has"abolished death and has brought life and immortality to light
-(into clear light)-through the Gospel" (2 Timorhy 1: 10). paul
said that "them also which sleep in (or, rather, through) lesus will
God bring with Him" (verse 14), and that "the dead in Christ shall
rise first" (verse 16).

There is a bright ring about those words "But if we believe that
Iesus died qnd rose again"-we do believe it!

Jesus lives! our hearts know well
Nought from us His love can sever:

Life, nor death, nor powers of hell
Tear us from His keeping ever.

Alleluia!
Well might Paul say of the Gospel of Christ given to him to preach:

"For I delivered unto you first all that which I also received,
how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day
according to the Scriptures" (l Corinthians l5:3,4).

The Thessalonian Christians were to comfort one another with such
words, teachings, truths, doctrines as were contained in the resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus.

But Paul went on to encourage them in a striking passage con-
cerning the certainty of their salvation in Christ. It is to this passage
(1 Thess.5: l-ll) that we feel led to draw the special attention of
our readers.

First of all, addressing them as "brethren," Paul said that they
had no need that he should write to them concerning the times ancl
the seasons (l Thess. 5: 1). He thus wrote:

"For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so
cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, peace
and safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as
travail upon a woman with child, and they shall not escape.
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief" (1 Thess. 5:2-4).

The Lord Jesus had previously given warning and introduction:
"Watch ye therefore: for ye know not what hour your [.ord

iloth come. But know this, that if the good man of the hour
had known in what watch the thief would come, he would hane

- { F .
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watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.
Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not
the Son of Man cometh" (Matthew 24:42-44).

This warning the Lord Jesus repeated in the parable of the Ten
Virgins:

"Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour
wherein the Son of Man cometh" (Matthew 25: l3).

A thief comes without giving any warning!
But the Thessalonian Christians knew this, and they were not in

darkness that that day should overtake them as a thief (1 Thess.
5:4). By Divine grace they were "children of light," "children of
day"-they were "not of night nor of darkness." "Therefore let us
not sleep, as do others, but let us watch and be sober" (verse 6).
Sleepers sleep in the night, and drunkards are drunken in the night;
but "let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate
of faith and love and, for a helmet, rHE HopE oF sALVArroN"
(verse 8). The breastplate (coat of mail) and the brass helmet pro-
tected vital parts.

I.-DISTINGUISHING GRACE
"For God hath not appointed us to wrqth."

Are we prepared to acknowledge that, if God gave us over to
His wrath, it would be perfectly just in our own case? I believe
that, sooner or later, God brings His children to acknowledge this.
At flrst we rebel in our hearts against this fact-we are loathe to
part with, at least, something of our own self-satisfaction, our own
self-righteousness. But we are eventually taught by God's Spirit to
say, "God be merciful to us, the sinner," and to say that only.
By nature we were "children of wrath, even as others" (Ephesians
2 : 3 ) .

It is this that takes from us cavilling at God's sovereignty in His
grace and makes us thankfully rejoice in His distinguishing grace.

We must not once suppose
That we the difference make

Between ourselves, and such as those
Who do not grace partake.

God's sovereign choice alone
Has set His saints apart;

And we by faith rejoice to own
It wrought our change of heart.

-Thomas Row,1817.

The Thessalonians knew their election by God. They had the
evidences of God's work in their hearts: "For our gospel came

I
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not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance" (1 Thess. 1: 4-5). Of them Paul
wrote: "But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you,
brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the begin-
ning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit
and belief of the truth, whereunto He called you by our gospel, to
the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess' 2: l3).

II,-SALVATION BY CHRIST ALONE
"But to obtain salvation by our Lord lesus Christ,who died lor usJ'

God had not appointed them to wrath, but "unto the obtaining
of salvation (n.v.) through our Lord Jesus Christ," who died for
them. It was to salvation which is alone by Christ. "There is none
other Name under heaven given alnong men, whereby we must be
saved" (Acts 4: l2). The Lord Jesus died for His people as their
Surety, He died in their stead, the propitiation for their sins.

This is a solid foundation in the hope of salvation. It gives
assurance, it excites to devotion, it encourages in true Christian life
and witness.

From whence this fear and unbelief ?
Hath not the Father Put to grief

His spotless Son for me?
And will the righteous Judge-of-men g.-
Condemn me for that debt of sin,

Which, Lord, w a s "n* r"oo7",,rf\"1], 
o n r, rr r r.

III.-LIFE WITH CHRIST
"Thqt whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him-"

It is true that Paul had in this context used the expressions
"wake or sleep" of Christians alert or drowsy; but we feel that
the reference here is to those who were physically alive or dead.
In whatever physical state, alive or dead, the purpose of Christ's
sin-atoning death was that He should see of the travail of His soul
and be satisfied, that His people, those alive and those dead to'
gether, should live with Him. Living, they lived in Christ' re'
deemed, justified, called, and kept. Having died, they lived with
Him and were "for ever with the Lord."

Paul called upon the Thessalonians to comfort and exhort and
encourage themselves by these truths, and to edify' to build up'
one anoiher in this way, by converse (Malachi 3: 16)' prayer, and
fellowship as children of light and children of the day' Indeed-
"even ai also ye do"-he declared it to be their actual Christian
practice. May it also, by God's grace, be ours! w.D.s.

f,
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE

ON A SNOWY DAY

IN rHE year 1840, wonderful things were happening in Scotland;
the Spirit was poured out from on high, and there was a great
ingathering of the people of God. Everywhere ordinary people were
becoming concerned and anxious about their future in eternity;
the churches were filled with men and women and children, earnestly
asking, "What must we do to be saved?"

One of the men ministering during this great revival was Robert
Murray McCheyne. He had recently returned from a mission to
Palestine, and in 1840 had resumed the care of his own church,
St. Peter's in Dundee. God had richly blessed the work of the
Rev. W. C. Burns, left in charge of St. Peter's during the six
months or so of Robert's absence; it was then that the great awaken-
ing had begun. People had always flocked to hear Robert preach;
but now the sense of urgent need impelled large congregations to
gather.

It was on a very cold winter Sunday that a student went for the
first time to St. Peter's. I cannot discover his name; we will call
him Jamie. Jamie then, attracted chiefly by curiosity, set out on
Sunday morning to walk the six miles to St. Peter's; he wanted to
hear the famous preacher, to see why such large crowds of people
flocked to listen. But it was snowing heavily; the sky was black
and the air thick with snow-flakes. Six miles is a long way to walk,
even in good weather, and Jamie was uncomfortably wet and tired
when he reached the church at last. He was in very good time,
but even so it was difficult to find a seat. Before the service was due
to begin, the place was packed, all the aisles thronged with standing
people. What struck Jamie was the silence of the great multitude;
there was a sense of awe and expectancy in the quiet throng.

At last the minister came out of the vestry. ft was at the end of
the church opposite to the pulpit, and progress was very slow, for
the aisle was filled with people. There were children crowding the
pulpit stairs, and as Robert slowly made his way upwards, Jamie
noticed little children reaching out to touch the minister as he
passed.

And now as Robert faced the congregation, Jamie saw him for
the first time. He was then about twenty-six, and his fair com-

F
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plexion made him look younger still. "Just a boy!" thought the
student contemptuously; was this the great man he had trudged
six miles to hear?

Robert gave out the Fourth Psalm, from the Scottish metrical
version. It begins:

"Give ear unto me when I call,
God of my righteousness."

He paused, and repeated "God of my righteousness! " "Some of
you," said the minister, "cannot sing that"-and suddenly Jamie
knew that he could not. "But I can," went on Robert, "I can say
that He is the God of my ighteousness." The words were spoken
with the utmost simplicity and sincerity, without any attempt at
dramatic effect; but they made Jamie acutely uncomfortable, and
he was quite unable to join with the great congregation when they
sang the PsaLn.

Then the minister began to pray. Jamie had never heard anything
like it before. All his life he had been attending church, but he
felt as if this were the first real prayer that he had ever heard.
To the student that prayer was more powerful than any sennon.
Without a word spoken directly, the prayer taught Jamie something
like this: "There is a God, a holy God, here in this place. This
man is really holding converse with God, loving, reverent converse.
God is indeed that man's Father, his Saviour, his Beloved. Sin is an
unspeakably horrible reality; it deserves death and the curse and the
wrath of God." Such were the thoughts forced upon the listening
studentl he felt as if he must cry out, and knew that he was almost
weeping.

That was Jamie's first experience of McCheyne's ministry, and
after that he frequently heard him. Often in the streets of Dundee,
he saw Robert pass by, with heaven in his look. Strangers seeing
that radiant face would stop and turn round, standing to look after
him: Jamie often saw it happen.

Three years later, the students at St. Andrew's heard that Robert
was not well. They were not alarmed, for he was often ill from
over-work. It was a dark morning in March when Jamie went as
usual to his Greek class, at eight o'clock. He thought there was an
unusual silence, and wondered. Then the Professor spoke: "Gentle-

men, a great man has fallen in Israel-Robert McCheyne is dead."
Threre was a solemn pause; then the Professor began to pray. He
had always seemed a dry reserved sort of man, but he broke down
altogether, and could not go on. There was no Greek done that day.

-
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Jamie does not go on to say what became of himself, except to
imply that he was truly converted, and entered the ministry. But
oh! what giants there were in his day! Should we not join with
the Psalmist in praying, "Wilt Thou not revive us again that Thy
people may rejoice in Thee?" Daumrs.

' Scnrpruns ENrcr,rA, No. 117

The whole: David said he had preached righteousness in the great
one.

1. Describes the little maid who waited on Naaman's wife.
2. Zachrias and his wife walked blameless in all the Command-

ments and these.
3. Used by Jael to kill Sisera.
4. Mary supposed the One Who spoke to her was the this.
5. Hannah lived here.

6. Candace's treasurer was of this country
7. Jonathan smote the one in Geba.
8. Michael.
9. Four hundred prophets of the groves ate at Jezebel's.

10. Clauda is a Mediterranean one.
ll. Pharaoh's butler spoke of being restored to his this.
12. Simeon's other name or description.

Sor.urrox op No. 116

The whole: Come unto Me (Matt. 1l:28).

l. Confectionaries (l Sam. 8: l3).
2. Overthrew (Matt. 2l:12).
3. Magistrates (Ezra 7:25).
4. Earthquakes (Luke 21: 11).
5. Urgent (Exod. 12:33').

6. Neighbours (Luke 1: 58).
7. Train (l Kings 15).

'8. Oxen (Acts 14: 13).

9. Meadow (Gen. 41:2).
10. Easy (Matt. 11:30).
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SPIRITUAL BIOGRAPHY

A PURITAN VERSED IN SCRIPTURE

HBNnv JsssEv, M.A., 1601-1663

He was so great a Scripturist that if one began to rehearse any
passage, he could go on with it and name the bookr chapterr and verse
where it might be found.
HENnv Jrssnv was born on September 3, 1601, at West Rowton,
in Yorkshire, where his father was minister of the gospel. He was
carefully educated by his parents until he was seventeen years of
age, when he went to Cambridge University, where after four years
of diligent study it pleased Almighty God to work a renewing change
in him, by the ministry of the Word, whereby he was fitted for the
empioyment for which God designed him, and to which he himself
was greatly inclined.

Upon the death of his father, who had supplied him according
to his ability, he was so straitened as not to have above threepence
daily, and yet did he so manage that sma1l pittance as to spare part
of it for hiring books. He continued for six years in the university,
and often used to recollect with great thankfulness to God the
benefit of his well-spent time there. He became well-versed in the
Hebrew tongue and the writings of the Rabbis; he also understood
Syriac and Chaldee.

I.-BRIEF MINISTRY IN YORKSHIRE

He removed from Cambridge in 1624, although he often went at
term-time until he took his degree of M.A., and was aftorded
hospitality by Mr. Brampton Gurdon, of Assington, in Suffolk.
In his family he continued about nine years, improving his time
well, and among other studies applying himself to physics.

In the year 1627 he received episcopal ordination. He preached
about the neighbourhood as he was invited, and spent much time
in the distribution of practical books among the poor. He had
several offers of a settled ministry, but listened to none of them
until, in the year 1633, he was called to Aughton, nine miles from
York, to succeed Mr. Alder, who was removed from thence for
nonconformity. The very next year, Mr. Jessey was similarly dealt
with, in like manner as his predecessor. The chief ground for his
removal was that he cast out a crucifix which had been set up in
the church. But another door opened for him in God's vineyard,

lI' I
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for Sir Matthew Boynton, of Barneston, in Yorkshire, invited him
to preach there and at Rowsby, a place not far distant.

II.-REMOVAL TO LONDON

In 1635 he removed with Sir Matthew Boynton to London, and
the next year to Hedgeley House, near UxsnIDGr, where he had
not been long before he was earnestly importuned to take the
pastoral charge of the congregation where Mr. Henry Jacob and
Mr. John Lathorp had been pastors, which was gathered by Mr.
Jacob in 1616. Although he had considered designs of going to
New England, he accepted their call, about midsummer, 1631, and
continued among them until his death.

But frequent storms of persecution awaited him. In February,
1637, his congregation being assembled at Queenhithe for worship,
the greater part of them were seized by the bishop's pursuivants,
and in the May following they met with a similar disturbance in
another place. In April, 1640, several congregations being assembled
on Tower Hill to seek God by fasting and prayer, they were
interrupted and imprisoned in the Tower and bound over by Arch-
bishop Laud to the next sessions. In August, 1641 Mr. Jessey,
with flve of his congregation, were seized by order of the Lord
Mayor and committed prisoners to Wood Street Compter.

The year after Mr. Jessey's settlement with his congregation,
six persons of note left him and joined the Baptists, and in some
following years a greater number followed their example. The
result was a change in Mr. Jessey's sentiments, so that in June,
1645 he was baptized by the celebrated Mr. Hansard Knollys.
"But notwithstanding his differing from his brethren in this, or
any other point, he maintained the same Christian love and charity
to all brethren as before, not only as to friendly conversation but
also church communion, and took great pains to promote the same
catholic spirit among others" (Calamy's "Account").

III.-HIS BENEVOLENT CHARACTER

Mr. Jessey, who remained unmarried, was notable for his help to
the poor and needy, and about thirty families were chiefly sustained
by him. Nor did he limit his charity to those of his own congregation
or opinion; he did good to all within his compass'

One of the remarkable instances of his charity, which was perhaps
without precedent, was that which he showed to the poor Jews at
Jerusalem who, by reason of a war between the Swedes and Poles in
1657, were reduced to great extremity, their chief means of sub-
sistence from their rich brethren in other countries being hereby
cut off. Mr. Jessey collected for them f,300, and with it sent letters

t
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with a view to their conversion to Christ, the copies of which may
be seen in his life.

It is easy to suppose that a man of his character would be
crowded with visitors of various kinds. He resolved however to
have time for his devotions and studies, and, as he hated idle talk
and fruitless visits, he took all possible means to avoid them. One
was this: he put over his study door, where he usually received his
visitors, this writing:

Whatever friend comes hither,
Dispatch in brief, or go,
Or help me busied too. H.J.

Every Lord's Day afternoon he was among his own people. In
the morning he usually preached at St. George's Church, Southwark,
being one of the fixed ministers in that parish. Also he preached
weekly at Ely House and in the Savoy.

After the Restoration he was imprisoned twice. On November
27, 1661, he was seized and kept in the messenger's hands, but
released by the privy council after a month's wrongful restraint.
On August 30, 1662, he was again apprehended upon misinforma-
tion, and secured for six months in the messenger's house, till by
order of the council he was again released.

IV.-CLOSING SCENES OF HIS LIFE

About five or six months after his release, he fell into his last
sickness, but neither he nor they that were with him apprehended
his death to be as near as it really was. The good man fell presently
to the trimming of his lamp, as diligently as if God had expressly
told him of his approaching end: He spent his last days and nights
in searching his heart, humbling his soul, extolling free grace, and
exhorting all about him to keep close to God, to perserere in the
faith, and prepare for trials, adding for encouragement the long
experience he had had of the goodness of the Lord in all times and
conditions.

The last evening but one before his departure, having a mind to
walk, he was led about the room, and often repeated this expres-
sion, "God is good: He doth not lead me whither I would not, as
He did Peter: good is the Lord to me." But soon tired, he sat
down on his bed, and one rvho sat by him said, "They among
whom you have laboured can witness that you have been a faithful
servant of Christ, making His glory your utmost end, for the good
of their souls." But he replied: "Say no more of that; exalt God,
exalt God."

He spent the first part of his last night in blessing God and singing
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praises to His name, and fell asleep about 1l o'clock. Waking again
between two and three, he fell into a wonderful strain of abasing
himself, and admiring the love of God, "that He should choose
the vilest, the unworthiest, and the basest," which last word he
repeated many times, and then cried out, "Oh, the unspeakable
love of God, that He should reach me when I could not reach
Him!" And when the cordial ordered for the night was brought,
he said, "Trouble me not, upon your peril; trouble me not." IIe
was then as if he had seen some glorious vision, or had been in a
rapture.

He was mindful also in this, his last night, of those who were
his daily care, viz., the widows and fatherless, whom he spake of
with pity, in a low, lamenting voice, and the bystanders judged that
he was praying for them. "Pure religion and undefiled before God
and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world" (James
l:27). Then he desired one present to pray with him, during which
time he was still, and seemed afterwards much refreshed. He
repeated Joel 2:28, "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I
will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions." He made them turn to several other
texts that he mentioned, and as he lay, he often called out "more

julep," meaning more scriptures; for he drank in much consolation
from the exceeding great and precious promises therein contained,
and continued to his last gasp praising God. The last words he
was heard to speak were, "He counted me worthy." And when
the sound of his words ceased, his lips were observed still to move,
and he seemed to be inwardly adoring that God, whom in health
he served, feared and praised, and made his boast of continually,
whose gospel he preached, and whose goodness he proclaimed.
Such was his habitual sense of the goodness of God that, when
he met an acquaintance, it was a common thing for him (after the
customary salutations) to say: "Verily God is good, blessed be His
name; stick to Him."

He was so great a scripturist, that if one began to rehearse any
passage he could go on with it, and name the book, chapter and
verse where it might be found. The original languages of the Old
and the New Testament were as familiar to him as his mother
tongue.

He died on September 4,1663, aged 63 years. Several thousands
of pious persons of all denominations attended his funeral, from
Woodmonger's Hall, Duke's Place, and the interment was in Bunhill
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Fields, in which precincts so much of the precious dust of Zion's
children lies.

"The lapse of nearly two centuries," wrote J. A. Jones in his
"Bunhill Memorials," 1849, "prevents the exact spot of his grave
from being now pointed out. There is One who well knows where
his dust lies, and will surely reanimate it'in that day.' "

The lines which were inscribed on his tomb-stone read as
follows:' "From storms of danger and from seas of grief,

Safe landed, Jessey finds a blest relief.
The grave's soft bed his sacred dust contains,
And with its God the soul in bliss remains.
Faith was his bark, incessant Prayer his oars,
And Hope his gale; that from these mortal shores,
Thro' death's rough wave, to heav'n his spirit bore,
T' enjoy his triumph, and sigh no more."

V.--HIS NUMEROUS WORKS

Mr. Jessey was the author of numerous works which Palmer's
abridgement of Calamy's "Account" gives as:

A Storehouse of Provision, in sundry cases of conscience:
A Scripture Calendar, from 1645 to 1660, designed to restore
the knowledge of the Scripture Hours, Days, etc.; The Glory
and Salvation of Jehudah and Israel, to reconcile Jews and
Christians in the Faith of the Messiah, and a description of
Jerusalem; An Easy Catechism for Children, in which the
answers are wholly in the Words of Scripture; The Exceeding
Riches of Grace in Mrs. Sarah Wright; The Lord's loud call to
England; Miscellanea Sacra, or divers necessary truths; I
Looking-glass for Children.

He was chiefly concerned in the English-Greek I-exicon.
F.C.

Tns LerE Mn. W. H. A. Totvts @omforQ

We hope to include in the next issue a notice of the late Mr.
Toms (Bible Spreading Union).

a.
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

THE BARREN FIG TREE

A SEnIraoN BY THE REv. H. M. CensoN,

Vicar of St. Paul's, Cambridge
" And seeing a fig tree afar ofr having leaves, he came, if haply he

might find any thing thereon: and when he came to it, he found
nothing but leaves; for the time ol figs was not yet.

"And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee
hereafter for ever. And his disciples heard it.

"And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the frg tee
dried up from the roots."-Mark 11: verses 13, 14 and 20.

Wn rrlvr looked, these Sunday evenings, at a great many of the
miracles of the Lord, but this miracle stands as it were in a class by
itself, completely different from all the others, because the miracles
were essetttially the works of mercy and pity and grace. The
characteristic word about Christ was that He was One who went
about doing good, and so the miracles were in terms of the healing
the sick, giving sight to the blind, and raising the dead. But this
miracle iJutterly different because this is not a work of mercy: it
is quite clearly a miracle of iudgment.

Perhaps at first we find it rather difficult to understand. Doubtless
some of us have had our moments of impatience when we have
bumped into a chair or something, and we have reacted rather
violently by kicking the article of furniture. Well now, we must
not imagine that this was some kind of irrational reaction by the
Lord, a sort of burst of impatience. The Christ whom we see in
Scripture is not One who reacts in that kind of way. Indeed, it is
significant that the disciples quite clearly understood at least some-
thing of the meaning of what happened that day' because the thing
thatlhey commented on was, not that He had said this word to the
fig tree, not that it had withered, but they simply commented on the
fait that it had all happened so quickly. How soon the fig tree had
withered away! They obviously saw that what He was doing that
day was, as it were, an acted parable. He was showing by a visible
a"iion what He intended to convey to them; and, of course, this
blasting of the barren fig tree was very much a picture of judgment.
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But why was it that the disciples knew what the Lord was
meaning? Well, I would say, because they knew their Old Testa-
ment, and because doubtless they remembered the way He had
already spoken to them on a previous occasion. They had no doubt
read Isaiah 5 and they remembered the prophetic word concerning
the vineyard of the Lord, and the picture that is used there of
Israel being the Lord's vineyard and the men of Judah being His
pleasant plant. Do you remember how the prophet continues speak-
ing, in the Name of the Lord, of how the Lord did everyihi.rg
possible for this vineyard; how He desired fruit from it; how there

. wls that bitter disappointment as it were, using human language,
when instead of bringing forth fruit, it brought forth wild giapls;
and how the Lord acted in judgment upon His vineyard and broke
down the wall thereof and destroyed it? Well, they remembered
that picture from the Old Testament; but even more recently, they
had heard the Lord Himself using precisely the same pictuie. H-e
spoke about the fig tree indeed-you find it in Luke l3-and of
the householder who was going to destroy it. Why, he said, does
it clutter the ground? It does not bring forth fruit; I will cut it
down. The husbandman, who is obviously a picture there of the
Lord Jesus Christ. said, "Well, just tarry, just wait; delay the
execution, and I will tend it and dung it and look after it, and if it
bears fruit-well, and if not, then you can cut it down." So as the
disciples that day saw the Lord standing before this fig tree, with
its show of leaves and its complete absence of fruit, when they
heard the stinging word of rebuke, and when they saw the fig tree
dried up from the roots, they realised that this was, before their
eyes, a parable of God's judgment upon their nation, because the
fig tree spoke of Israel, and the Lord's reaction to the fig tree was
but a token and a declaration to them of what He proposed to do
with this rebellious nation.

But what was it that the Lord required? He required fruit. This
is the Christ who is in the flesh. He is a Man. He had got an
ordinary human nature and He was hungry. He came to this fig
trge by the wayside, looking for fruit, but of course his quest spoke
of a search which is far more deep; the Lord God was seeking for
fruit from His people. Right through the Old Testament you ,ee
this hunger of God, requiring fruit from Israel and so often being
disappointed. You get that note coming in the prophets as they
bring the Word of God. Sometimes it is a word of fieice denuncia-
tion, a word of solemn rebuke, but it is never somethine hard and
cold. It is always the voice of offended love. There is a .,whv"!
That is the refrain that comes. Why have My people done this?
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"They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters; they have
hewn them out cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold no water-"
You get the picture of marriage in which one partner to the marriage
is unfaithful, and the one who is wronged speaks with an offended
bitterness and yet even, more, with a deep grief of soul. The Lord
speaks to Israel as the unfaithful spouse and the one who has failed
to bring forth the fruit of faithfulness. It comes in the New Testa-
ment. The New Testament opens with God's call coming insistently
from the lips of John the Baptist, probing and searching into their
hearts, speating from heaven and calling for fruit. You get the
same, of course, in the Lord's own ministry. He took up the refrain
from Johnthe Baptist. Had John said, Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand? Well, the Lord says, the kingdom of heaven is
among you, and still the call is for repentance.

He-required fruit, the fruit of a true response to His call. He
did ask, He did require, the fruit of repentance, of sorrow for sin,
of turning from sin to seek the living God. Listen to the reiterated
cry of the Old Testament prophets: "Turn ye, turn ye, for why_ will
ye Oie, O house of Israel." Turn from your sin and seek the Lord
for it is time to seek Him. He called for the response, not only of
repentance, but the fruit of faith. You see Joshua, the great leader
of Israel, and he confronts the nation, "Choose you this day whom
you will serve; as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord."
You get the call for obedience, because true faith' if it is true faith,
will iisue in obedience. There is that great day in Mount Carmel
when the prophet Elijah faces the whole nation. He challenges
them with their compromise and says, "How long are you going to
limp along between two opinions? If the Lord be God, follow Him;
but'if Bail, then follow him." And the people, as so often, said not
a word.

Again and again it came, this hunger for fruit, this desire on the
part of God for a response from His people; the response of true
iepentance, of living faith, of wholehearted obedience. What did
He receive? Precisely what the Lord received that day from the
barren fig tree-there was nothing but leaves, nothing but leaves.
An outward show, very fresh and attractive; indeed, there is a
promise of fruit-that was why the Lord went to see if He could
find some figs-but it was all outward. The Lord was very near
Jerusalem ttiat day, and as He looked down on the city, He could
see the glory of the temple buildings, that magnificent structure that
spoke of the worship of the living God; that temple which stood in
marked contrast to the darkness of paganism around. There was
the place where the law of God was read; there was the place where
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the sacrifices were performed; there was the place where men met
in the name of the true God. Yet as He looked tt it, it was just leaves.
It was all on the surface. The whole thing had become hollow and
empty and there was no life there any longer. They thronged the
temple courts; they spoke about the Name of Jehovah; they Claimed
to be sons of the covenant; they had the seal of circumciiion; they
had the Scriptures; they had everything so they imagined. But t[!
Lord said they had absolutely nothing; it was all on the surface."Nothing but leaves"-and you know this is so often the indict-
ment of churches and of individuals. Read those great letters that
come in the opening chapters in the Revelation, the letters to the
seven churches in Asia Minor. God sends those letters; it is Christ
who speaks to this church, and He can say, "Thou hast a name
that thou livest and art dead." He can say to Laodicea, "Thou art
lukewarm, neither cold nor hot; because thou art lukewarm, I will
spue thee out of mouth." With utter disgust and abhorrence. this
is how He speaks to a church where theie is nothing but leaves.
We need to beware lest our apparent life should be only apparent,
should be only on the surtace, because the Lord requires fruit.

If it applies to a church, it also applies to an individual within
that church. How often people profess: Yes, I am a Christian; I
was brought up in a Christian home; my whole background is that.
And the Lord sometimes looks and says: Yes, nothing but leaves.
Fruit? repentance?-absent! Instead of repentance, so often there
is self-justification. Instead of a humble acknowledgment of sin, so
often it is evasion and excuses. Faith?-have you ever come and
put your trust in Christ? Have you ever cried out for mercy?
Have you ever known the cleansing of the blood of the Saviour?
No, only a good solid background, the right kind of upbringing.
But the Lord says, Is there reality? Is there fruit here? Obedience?
-is your heart set to know God? Is your heart set to follow Him,
and your whole concern to obey Christ? No, He says sometimes as
He looks at us, Nothing but leaves. Beautiful outwardly-indeed,
deceiving the eyes of some who draw near; but inwardly barren,
sterile, useless; to be rejected, as that day He did reject and discard
fsrael.

He rejected them publicly and openly, and He did it by this vivid
outward sign. Here is the fig tree with no fruit, just leaves, and
with one solemn word of judgment, He blights it. "No man," He
says, "eat fruit of you for ever." Even the leaves went. When they
came the next day, the tree was dried up from the roots. Israel
had a wonderful show of leaves. They had, as I said, the temple
with all its glory. They had the city which was known as the city
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of David. They had a history stretching back over the centuries;
and before so many years were to pass after the Lord had issued
this word, the temple was going to be a smoking ruin, and that city
of David was to be left in flames as the Roman armies retreated,
having won a savage victory. Judgment, terrible, awful judgment
was going to fall on the nation of Israel, and the Lord spoke about
it that day.

But let us not be lost in the general, let us get down to the
particular. The Lord deals with nations; yes, He does, and He
brings judgment upon nations, but He deals with individuals. It was
Jesus Himself who spoke about that last searching day. He said
there will be some who will come in that day, and they will be full
of affronted amazement: "Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy
Name? Lord, Thou hast taught in our streets. We have done many
wonderful things in Thy Name, Lord." He says, "Then will I say
unto you, Depart from me, I never knew you." Yes, I know all
about your profession. I know all about the leaves which cloaked
the utter emptiness of your life. I know that other people did not
realise it. They looked upon you and thought you were true, but
I knew you. And He says, "In that day I will say, Depart."

Yet you know, this miracle of judgment, this picture of judgment
is also-and this is the wonderful thing about it-it is also a
picture of mercy, because this is not the unrelieved gloom of judg-
ment; there is a stab of light piercing through the darkness. This
comes, I think, in various ways. Is it not significant that the only
miracle of this kind should have been performed, not upon a person,
but upon a tree? His works of mercy were for people. It was the
leper, the blind, the lame, the dying; it was to them He ministered,
and every time He comes to people, He has His healing touch.
When He deals with things, it is in order that He may bring
blessing to people. He stills the storm in order that He may
preserve the life of His disciples. He takes bread and fish in order
that He may bring that which satisfies the hunger of the multitude.
This time, this one miracle of judgment, comes to an object rather
than to people; and surely, in that very significant fact, you can see
as it were the suspension of the sentence. He was speaking publicly
that day. He was making it as clear as it was possible to make it,
and of course they could see it; He was making it quite clear that
God's judgment lay over the nation, the shadow of impending doom
was lying right athwart Jersualem, but He said it openly and publicly
to demonstrate that the sentence had not yet fallen. Surely He was
saying to them: Listen; look; see what is going to happen, and
flee from the wrath to come. When you see the apostle Peter on
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the day of Pentecost, preaching, saying "Repent," you are hearing
him echoing the Lord's words; and when you see the thousands in
Jerusalem, in that place which crucified the Messiah, when you see
them turning to the Saviour and putting their trust in Him, you are
seeing men and women who have been brought to their senses by
these solemn words and acts, and who are fleeing from the wrath to
come. While the nation as a whole was rejected, and while judgment
was now inevitable, yet there was still mercy for those who would
turn from their sin to seek after Christ.

Yes, and I can see mercy in the way that this miracle was timed.
It came at the end of His ministry, and His ministry, as we have
seen, was essentially one of mercy. The characteristic word ot
Christ is not "Depart" but "Come unto Me all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." It is when the Lord is
appealing and inviting and exhorting, drawing men and women to
Himself, that you see Him, as it were, at His most characteristic.
He said He did not come into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world through Him might be saved. The Old Testa-
ment can speak about the Lord and say that judgment was His
strange work. He delights in mercy and, when God is being merciful,
this is His most characteristic activity. Judgment is a strange work
which, none the less, He will assuredly perform if men will not turn.
But the very insistence of this warning, the directness of it, brings
home this word of mercy. It is in love that Christ is acting. He is
blasting this tree before their eyes in order that they may flee from
a far worse blasting of God's final displeasure. This surely is why,
in the preaching of the gospel, there is this stern and solemn note.

God knows the preacher's heart, and God knows that most
preachers would far more delight in constantly talking about the
love and the mercy of God in Christ. The more you know the
Saviour, the more you learn to delight in His love, and well, of
course, this is the theme you would delight to expound. But you
cannot have just one side of the truth. There must be a total and
complete balance, and in fact, the very solemnity in the words of
judgment that come through the gospel are themselves a word of
mercy. It is because God loves us so deeply that He warns us so
severely, and the stern notes are really words of infinite pity and
compassion. When I see the Lord blasting the fig tree, I am seeing
Him not only declaring judgment, but I am seeing Him offer mercy.

It is of course a gteat unveiling of His power. His ministry is in
a sense over. He has done His preaching. He is coming up now to
Jerusalem to die, and right at the end, He is still demonstrating His
power. He is showing that He has power not only to heal and to



The Gospel Magazine

comfort, but He has also power to destroy. We sang that great
opening hymn tonight, and we spoke about the Lord, "He can
create and He destroy." That day, they saw not only the creative
power of Christ but the destructive power. He explained to them
that this power was from God. That, of course, was where all His
power came from. All the way through He claimed to act in the
Father's Name. It was from God that He had come, clothed with a
commission from on High. It was in the Name of the Almighty
God that He spoke and wrought His miracles, and here again it is
the power of God that has been shown.

This power, He says to His disciples, is a power that you may
experience. They look on with wonder at the fig tree so soon
withered away. What an amazing demonstration of power! He
says to them, If you have faith, if you really believe, you can know
this power in your life. You cdn see this mountain of difficulty and
you can see it lifted up and cast into the sea, if you have faith.
But, of course, He says, this faith must be coupled with something
else. If you are to exercise this faith in God, you must also be
exercising love toward your neighbour. So He says, When you
stand praying, praying that the mountain will be removed, you must
also be in a condition where there is nothing between you and your
neighbour; a spirit of forgiveness, a spirit of charity one for the
other.

Well, here is a miracle that has as it were a twofold word; it
has a word for the nominal Christian, and a word for the true
believer. To the one who professes to be Christ's, this miracle comes
with a searching question, and it simply says, Is there reality behind
your profession? The Lord comes to each one of us; He comes
to you and He comes to me, and He says, Is there reality here?
Yes, I can see leaves all right; I can see the profession; I have
heard you open your lips to praise my Name; I have seen you
as you have opened the Book to read my Word, but is there
something more than leaves? I have come, says the Lord, to find
fruit; I have come to look for repentance; as I look into your heart,
do I see sorrow for sin, or do I see self-righteousness? Do I see a
humble trust in me or do I see, Fle says, self-reliance and depen-
dence upon your own efforts? Do I see a readiness to obey, or do
I see a determination to have your own way, to choose your own
path? Leaves or fruit? If, as He searches, you know that there is
but leaves, well, what is the answer? Surely it is, while there is
time, ere ihat final blast of judgment comes, to seek this Christ,
to seek this One who is, as I say, at His most characteristic when
He says, Come unto Me . . . . and I will give you rest. Have you
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begun to be burdened by your sin? Have you begun to be concerned
in a new way about it and to long for deliverance? Well, He says,
Come; for in this One who calls us, there is cleansing, there is
new life.

Here, too, is a word for the Christian, for the one who is a true
beJiever. It may be that there is someone tonight in this con-
gregation, and you know Christ, and you rejoice in that fact, but
there is some major problem ahead. It may be some big tempta-
tion with which you have been struggling. It may be some burden
of perplexity that you cannot see the way ahead. Whatever it is,
it is like a mountain and it seems to bar the way, and the Lord
is saying, Look at the power which could blast the fig tree; the
power of God Almighty. This is the power which is yours, if you
are Christ's; yours to use in order that the mountain of difficulty,
whatever it might be, may be torn up by the roots and cast into the
sea. May God get our eyes tonight on Christ, the all-powerful One,
Christ the One who speaks in solemn searching tones, but Christ
the One who calls us and offers us mercy; Christ the One who
promises to us, to His people, a power that is beyond our imagining,
the power of God Himself.

Cambridge, 1963.

H. M. CansoN.

S.B.M. l02Nn ANNUAL REPORT

We have just received the 102ruo ANIwer, Rrponr of the work
of the Strict Baptist Mission, 68 pages, price One Shilling, 61
Breakspears Road, Brockley, London, S.E.4.

The Report is entitled "IJNTIL lxo Ur.[rss from the
Statement of Policy, Missionary Conference, Kotagiri, 1963:
"IJNTTL a.rD UNnss more missionaries are available to us, all
aspects of the work are curtailed." We hope to review the Report
in the next issue.
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

' ..FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS''

THr Lono's PnevBn
"Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors."-Matt. 6: 12.
Wr have been examining, in succession, the several petitions in
what is called the Lord's Prayer. We have considered those which
seem to have a special reference to the glory and kingdom of God,
in the opening part of the prayer; and we have come to that portion
of it which sets before us man's own wants, and his condition in this
world of trial, of difficulty, and of sin. On the last occasion we had
the petition under our consideratjon-that the Lord would "give us
our daily bread."

A PETITION AND A PLEA
The petition which we enter upon today is one that presents to us

the man of God, the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, at the foot
of the cross, seeking unto God for the forgiveness of his debts,
"as we forgive our debtors." Here is a petition, and here is a
remarkable plea, both of which, from the misunderstanding of the
passage, or from the want of due consideration of it, and com-
parison with other passages-both parts, the petition and the plea,
have often been a stumbling-block to many of the family of God.

Now, when I turn to the parallel passage in St. Luke's Gospel, I
finded it worded thus-"Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive
every one that is indebted to us." Again, when I turn to the
14th verse of this 6th of Matthew, I find our Lord saying-"If ye
forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you; but if you forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses." Now, then, it is evident that the
debts here spoken of are "sins," ere "trespasses."

We have said that this petiton has been a stumbling-block to
many; and objectors have told us (as if we understood very little of
the Gospel ourselves), that it is the privilege of the man of God,
who has learned what the Gospel is, to have the assurance that his
sins are forgiven-that he stands before God accepted in the
righteousness of Jesus; and they have added, as an inference' that
tlte man who uses such a petition as this, must be, at the time that
he uses it, in a state of unbelief or of doubt as to his acceptance
with God.

WIIO ARE TIIE PEOPLE TO USE THIS PRAYER?

There seems to be something very specious in this' and one has
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sometimes considered how it ought to be answered. It is an obiec-
tion which has often met one, in one's Christian course, but eipe-
cially in one's Christian ministry; and after giving it a good deaiof
consideration, it has occurred to me that the besl way of answering
it would be by asking the question-lAho are the p-eople who ari
to use this prayer?"

"After this manner pray ye," says our Lord. He has, then, given
us a model of the way in which we are to pray. I do not mean to
say that He has bound us down to the literal use of these words,
wh-enever we come together in social prayer, much less when we go
before the Lord in private prayer.

But I ask, who are the people who are taught thus to pray?
Some have told us that this prayer belonged to the Jewis6 dis-
pensation. Then we must suppose that our Lord taught Jewish
unbelievers to use it; and that the very first words that He put into
the mouths of Jewish unbelievers were, "Our Father." Now, surely,
that will not stand.

We suppose, then, that it never could have been designed as a
model of prayer for an unbeliever. I cannot conceive how any form
of prayer could be composed for the use of unbelievers; and if you
wili only keep this reinark in your minds, it will be an answer, at
least, to many who cavil at our very precious liturgy, though,
perhaps, it may not explain the matter to them. There never was
such a thing compiled as a liturgy for unbelievers; therefore it will
not do to tell us that this was given as a model of prayer for Jewish
unbelievers. It was written for believers.

And now, what we want to ascertain is, how a believer can use
this expression, "Forgive us our debts, our trespasses, or our sins":
by which is meant that there is forgiveness for some default as to
some obligation, which rests upon us-some omission of some duty,
or some transgression of some commandment.

We shall, then, endeavour to see, in the second place, how an
intelligent man of God can use tkis plea, " As we forgive our
debtors." THE PETITION

We shall, however, first say a word as to the petition, "Forgive

us our trespasses, our debts, or our sins."
Now, brethren, I will not allow any man to go higher in the view

of a sinner's acceptance in the Lord Jesus than I do myself. I have
often told you from this place-and it is in the Gospel, I thank God,
which he has taught me-that the man who believes in the Lord
Jesus Christ is accepted for ever, in a righteousness which is of God:
that his salvation never was connected in any way with his own
righteousness; he stands before God in Him who is called "Jehovah
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our righteousness." If I could go higher, I would; if I could go
more largely into such a subject, I would; but I have used all the
words which f am master of to convey the large idea which I have
of the standing of a man of God in Christ Jesus; and yet I can
enter into every particle of this petition, and into every humble
acknowledgment which we have professed to make this day in our
liturgical services.

I can, at the very beginning of our service, speak of being "a

miserable sinner." I can, for myself, go into the very depths of
humiliation into which our general confession takes us; I can go
through every part of our litany; and if there could be expressions
stronger still ro heap shame and confusion of face upon me, I
confeis I would use such expressions, and use them with the fullest
conviction that my righteousness, or my unrighteousness, has nothing
to do with my salvation; that my unrighteousness has been par'
doned through the blood of Christ, and that my righteousness before
God is another's, not my own. Then, how am I to explain this
further?

In this way: When I use such a petition as this, which we are
going to treat today, and which we shall find to be a practical
iubj-ct-perhaps it may be too practical for some of us-when I
make such an acknowledgment as this, I am not coming before the
Inrd as if I believed it to be a matter yet to be settled between God
and my soul, whether I should have salvation in the Lord Jesus
Christ. But I must say, I do not envy the man-he may, perhaps,
not envy me-but I most certainly do not envy the man who has
never felt what it is to unburden a soul heavily laden, not with the
conviction of guilt, as if he were going to be sent into hell, but
a soul heavily burdened with the consciousness of having gone
wrong where one ought to have gone righq of "having done what
one ought not to have done, and of having lett undone what one
ought to have done." I cannot answer for the experience of
otliers; but I can only say, there have been Christian men who
have felt it to be the unburdening of their souls to pour out in
deepesit acknowledgment their sins and their short'comings belore
God, not as if the matter as to their salvation in Jesus had never
been settled between God and them, for that has been settled; the
Holy Ghost has enabled them to come again and again to .the
preiious drops of the blood of Jesus Christ, not as a strange thing,
Lut ur a moat precious balm that the soul has known the healing
nature of before; and there has been thus a fresh exercise of faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now, the men who object to the use of such a petition as this, or
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who would put us on a lower form in the school of Christ because
we plead guilty to the use of such a petition, might as well tell us
that we ought not to make that commemoration, which we hope to
do today, of the atoning sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ; they
might as well tell us that it is written, "Their sins and their iniquities
will I remember no more"-that where there has been this offering
for sin, there is to be no more remembrance of sin; and they mighi
as well ask us, why should we remain in such bondage as again
and again to come here to make commemoration of the sacrifice
for sin? If they mean to say, that when we use this precious
ordinance of the Supper of the Lord, we are using it as a fresh sacri-
fice of the Lord Jesus Christ, they are charging us with a Romish
fiction which we most utterly abhor. But we do this "in remem-
brance" of the Lord Jesus; and I say, that as the believing man
partakes of that ordinance, his soul is going out in the fresh exercise
of faith, and he does realise sinfulness; but he realises with that
sinfulness the pardon ol all its sln; and I would never have the two
ideas separated-sin, and the pardon of sin.

I say again, that I do not envy the man who, standing, as he
thinks, on so much a higher form in the school than we do, says
that he cannot see his sin---cannot make that acknowledgment of sin
which is put into our mouths in our communion service, and which
has been brought before me, if once, at least fifty times, by opposers
of our Church, and by dissenters, if not from the name, at least
from the spirit of our Church. I allude to that confession in which
we say lhat "we are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; that
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us: the burden of them
is intolerable." I can only say, that when my mind goes back-
and I do not want it to go back-to my past transgressions, I say"the remembrance of these things is grievous unto me"; and if I
look at the sins of four-and-twenty hours only, I say "the burden is
intolerable," and, therefore,l want Christ. And when I make ack-
nowledgment of sin, I bless God, who gives me in Jesus that which
affords peace to the heavily-laden sinner.

Here, then, we have put before you what we believe to be the
meaning of the petition; that it is qn acknowledgment of sin before
God, in the deepest way that acknowledgment can be made; and that
it is afresh application to the blood of lesus Christ, to afiord peace
to the soul that feels wrung under the conviction of unworthiness
and short-coming. flaving said this, brethren, and having told you
that it is my decided conviction, my most deliberate sentiment,
according to the Word of God, that a believer can ask for the for-
giveness of his sins with the fullest assurance that they have been
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all forgiven-that he can apply the blood in faith to the particular
thing which causes uneasiness at the time; whilst I have stated this
to the fullest, in order to defend this position, I shall now take
leave to tell you what my own opinion is as to the meaning of the
passage before us.

OBLIGATIONS TO OI]R NEIGHBOURS

I may be wrong, but my impression is, that it has reference
altogether to the second table of the law; and that the debts, or
trespasses, or sins which are here acknowledged, and under which,
relief is sought at the hand of God, are transgressions against our
relative duties.
. I believe that the spirit of the petition has reference to our relative

duties. I think that the use of the term "debts" brings this before
us; and in comparing this passage with those to which I have
already referred, in the llth of Luke, and in the 14th and 15th
verses of this 6th of Matthew, I think it is evident that what is meant
here, is, our obligations to our neighbours, which constitute debts
in our course of life as Christians, and these constitute the main
part of our lives here; and I was going to say that the greater part
of .our transgressions which we have to acknowledge, are more in
reference to man than any direct transgressions against God as to
spiritual things.

We live in the world; we live in the midst of our families, our
friends, our neighbours; we have our business to attend to; we
have our duties to perform; we have men to deal with; things are
expected from us every hour in the day: and it is in this way that
the believer is made to feel so keenly what he is, and what his many
transgressions are.

I do think that there is a great deal conveyed in the manner in
which our Lord spake to that ruler who came to Him saying,
"Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" He lays
the axe to the very root. He tells the man, "Thou knowest the
commandments"; and you remember how He enumerates them. He
mentions only those of the second table of the law-"Do not com-
mit adultery, do not kill, do not steal, do not bear false witness,
honour thy father and mother." It is a very remarkable thing that
our Lord leaves out the only commandment in that second table of
the law which has reference to the inmost workings of the heart;
as if He had said, I will take you only to the external excrescences
which appear upon your life and conduct. He does not say one
wprd as to that tenth commandment, which, when it entered into
the Apostle's soul, "pierced him to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow" "I had not known lust,
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except the law had said thou shalt not covet'" He means that he

AiJ ,iot tno* what the irregular desires of the heart against the law

;i G"J were; but that cominandment showed him that he was in a

i..ritoty where he had no business to be' It searched into the very

mind oi the man; then he learned what sin was'

I believe, then, that iftit p.iiti"t has reference to the second table

of the law-to a man's dealings with his fellow'man'
Now, a man of the world ii ttris matter' which one would think

would come home to hil, hu' no keenness of feeling as to- his

t;;G;*i.tt. t tno*-ittut men of the world are very sensitive

as to their reputation and honour' Tbll a worldlv man that there

is danger lest his "fruru.i.t should be damased in the eyes of his

fellow-men, immediately you touch his interes-t' you touch his pride;

he feels that matters ;i"Ji;" ; riltrt; there must be a healing of

those broken bones' He is all aliv=e as to this matter; but as to

""vtir.g "i ieeling foi hani"g offended God' and broken His law'

if the thing can onty be coiered over' so that it shall never be

o^i.iot"i.J"ty his feliow-man, it is no matter about that'

But with respect t"1ntpt"bf" of 9o9' some of the most humili'

utifg "*p"ri.nces that il'tlt*untt of God have ever gone through

in their own chambett, ftuu" had reference to the second table of the

law oI God: it is the'world which pressesupon us every d-aV'^anO

every hour of the day.'n t*t *ft"se conscience is alive-who feels

ii"''*.Gftt ot obrigation which he is under-who knows how

,p"f*"i""* tft. t q,iit*nts of God's law-is driven to the deepest

humiliaton, under a sense of his transgressions' and his omission

of dutY.
Now, I know, for Scripture tells me so.' that there is a way in

which man does find"';i;;i,";;ii's- foynl relief ' for his burdened

conscience-I mean irt tft" way of relative communication as to

those transgressions' oi 'iiott'"ti*ings' It was not for nothing that

the command was so #tiuffy gintn ii St' James's Epistle-"Conf ess

tour laults one to onitn"'': I"know there have been men of sturdy

#fii,lTfi;'.fu;;;;'n..rr, who could not be easily brought to

il*i"r"'irtrt; il ,ht;"tl ttut u"t" left to fester and to rankle in

the inner *u.r, "uu,iig-untuti""tt and pain' There have been those

who have nene, fou^na i"fi"t in doing what Christianity tells us. to

do; "Go and tell hi;"h;;i;"i nqwe.Zl thee and him alone"i either

acknowledge voot tuoii,"oii"i rti- his fault; but when-the sore has

been permittrA to t.tt"t *iihin the bosom' there has been uneasi-

ness in reference t" ?-"a' "tJ there has been a want of straight'

forwardness in the conduct with respect to man'

There is such a d;;-;"; know the expression' brethren' it is a
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familiar one, you will forgive us for using it-there is such a thing
as the world telling you that such a man "cannot look you straight
in the face." There is a good deal in the expression: it means that
there is something wrong, something which wants to be settled;
and it has reference to God as well as to man.

Now, brethren, I say, there are things in which a man may find,
and has found relief by his relative communication with his fellow-
manl but there are things which may escape the censure of our
fellow-man, and yet which we know that God is cogni?.ant of . Let
us look at some of these things: there are the sins of thought-
not against God; I do not mean the evil things that may flutter
through the mind, and keep it in a state of uneasiness often; but I
mean sins of thought against our fellow-man, or wherein our fellow-
man is concerned.

We could give you a long catalogue of such sins: we shall speak
of one-anger: anger, which, perhaps, may not have been seen
above the surface, but still lay smouldering in the breast. There
may have been malice, revenge, evil surmisings, suspicions, hard
thoughts, I was going to say of our fellow-men, but of our fellow-
Christians-offences which are, in the 7th of Mark, enumerated in
this way as being lodged in the heart, "EviI thoughts, adulteries,
f ornic ati ons, mur d e r s, t hef t s, cov et ousne ss, d ec eit, Iasciv iousness, an
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness." All these things have
reference to our fellow-man, and they may never have come to the
surface.

But again, there is that which does come to the surface, I mean
tlrc evils of the tongue. One of the most wonderful chapters ever
penned by the finger of inspiration is the third chapter of St. James's
Epistle. I do not know a Christian man who has not to be deeply
humbled under a sense of his transgressions in this matter; it may
not be to the fullest extent of what the Apostle says in that chapter:
"Therewith bless we God, even the Father: and therewith curse we
men, which are made after the similitude of God." But that tongue!
O, in a large city, and in a little village, that tongue is "a fire, a
world of iniquity." Protestants talk of the ignorance of the Roman-
ists in taking one commandment out of the ten; but I do verily
believe that Protestants are guilty also of taking one commandment
out of the decalogue. I believe that that ninth commandmenL
"Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour," is most
awfully omitted. O, let this word go home with you, brethren; think
of it-"Speak not evil one of another."

And then, again, there are lhe sins of omission that a believer
has to acknowledge. You ask me, perhaps, what sins of omission

ft
t'

l
iI

$' r i

I
l l

:ll
i,!

I
I

.c
* re



508 The Gospel Magazine

are? Read the l3th of Romans, and when you see what are the
duties of man to his fellow-man, just mark in your own conduct
what have been your omissions in reference to these things; and, to
take no other direction out of the long catalogue which we have in
that chapter, just take the 7th verse-" Render, theref ore, to all their
dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear
to whom fear; honour to whom honour."

We have done with this part of the subject, brethren; and, under
the conviction of our transgressions as to those relative duties-as
to our thoughts concerning our neighbours, our words concerning
our neighbours, our omissions concerning our neighbours, though
the world may never be able to charge us with such and such sins
which are gross in themselves, yet, under the fullest conviction of
our having done what we ought not to have done, in the sight of
God, the soul will never find rest till it unburdens itself before the
Lord, of that particular sin which specially presses upon it-till we
go and say to the Lord I thought wrongly of my neighbour, or I
felt a slander of my neighbour, or I had a murderous feeling as to
my neighbour, or God gave me a talent to use for the benefit of that
man or that woman, and I did not use it. We say that this brings
the believing man down-the man who at the same time feels that
God is his Father in heaven. but who knows that the blood of
sprinkling must blot out that particular sin which he would have
for ever blotted out from his memory, and which never can be
removed, till he makes confession of it before the Lord.

The man of God sometimes learns another lesson as to this
matter; for though at times, as I said, these things are passed by,
and we go through the world unnoticed and uncensured' perhaps;
yet there are times when the world will not grant i/s forgiveness-
when the world will be hard. and the world will be cruel; and then
it is that the man of God knows what it is to come to the free
outflowing of the love of God in Christ Jesus, such as the men of
the world never knew how to bestow one on another.

THE PLEA

So much for the petition. The plea is a remarkable one-" As we

forgive our debtors.' ' St. Luke renders it thus-"For we also forgive
every one that is indebted to tts": so that you observe the plea
that is used is not, in the first place, as to the ground of a sinner's
pardon before God: the ground of his pardon and acceptance is the
blood-shedding of God's dear Son, and nothing else; no other thing
is to be allowed as in ingredient in this matter-nothing but the
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ

Again, it is nl,ot to be supposed thit this is the meritorious, or
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moving cause of God's love towards as,' God bestows this of His
free sovereign grace, on whom He will.

Neither can it mean that the forgiveness which we bestow on one
another has any proportion to the remission of our sins, and the
forgiveness which God bestows. Our arithmetic never can enter into
such a computation as this. "As far as the east is from the west,
so far hath He removed our transgressions from us." We can never
scan that great height of which the 103rd Psalm tells us-"As the
heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward them
that fear Him." There is the forgiveness of God.

And again, it does not mean that this plea is used in the language
of self-righteous boasting; we do such and such things, and, there-
fore, we stand very well before God.

Now, dear brethren, when I look into the Scriptures, I find that
such a plea as this is not unfrequent. I find that men of God have
stood before Him, conscious of the integrity of their dealings as to
their fellow-men, in certain points. I find both David and Job
speaking of their integrity when men charged them wrongly; I find
the Apostle Paul saying, in the 4th of lst Corinthians, where he is
speaking of the conduct which he was enabled to pursue as to his
fellow-men: "Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer
it; being defamed, we intreat." Now, when this plea is used in this
manner upon one's knees before God-when one can say, forgive
us our sins, our debts, our trespasses as to our neighbour, whatever
those sins may be, be they of thought, of word, or of omission-
for we remit what we might demand at their hands as their obli-
gation to us in this matter: then, whilst this is no ground, nor
moving cause of our forgiveness, it ls the removing of an impedi-
ment; fot I have no hesitation in saying, that the man who has
rankling in his bosom any feeling which is contrary to his brother,
be it because of some slight which he has received, or because of
some actual transgression which has been committed against him,
I say that manwill be crippled in his prayers to God, and I say his
soul will not find rest until he can say before God, "I forgive him."

It is, then, in the first place, the removing of an impediment; but
again, it is the statement of a fact: and when the believer says it, it
gives glory to God, for it shows that the mighty power of the Holy
Ghost, which has sealed forgiveness to the soul, has enabled the
man to rise above nature.

Do not misunderstand me, as if I had said that there never had
been generous, forgiving spirits without grace, I know well, that
there have been men, who, goaded on by the force of public opinion,
without, perhaps, any feeling of malice or desire of revenge, have
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exposed themselves to the bullet's death, from a spirit of rank
cowardice, because they were afraid of being thought to be afraid.
We know that there have been spirits who have shown this forgiving
disposition, without one particle of grace; but this is not the genuine
work which God acknowledges. If a man wants to pass easily
through the world, this is the way to do so. If I were preaching
to a parcel of men as to those things which would tend to their
comfort in this life, without speaking to them of God at all, I
should say, take the precepts of Christianity, and you will find it to
be most marvellously to your convenience to follow them. If, instead
of listening to every little slanderous word which is said of you,
you at once forgive your neighbour, you will pass very quietly
through the world, and you will occupy a much higher position in it
than you otherwise would.

Every man who has much to do with the world knows these
things: but, brethren, the genuine work of the Spirit of God in the
heart is when a man leurns that he should be f orgiving to his f ellow-
man, "even as God, for Christ's sake, hath forgiven him." The man
of God learns, under the teaching of the Spirit of God, to see that,
whilst in the scale of human obligation, he may graduate that scale
from an hundred pence to ten thousand talents, yet he never will
graduate the scale of God's exceeding mercy to the unworthy.

We have given you what we believe to be the meaning of this
petition; and I would now tell you, in a few words, that this is one
of the texts that the men of the world find very convenient for their
own purposes. Some one has said that there are just some half-
dozen texts which the world takes care always to lay hold of for its
own convenience. One of these texts is: "Judge not, that ye be not
judged." Again, tell a man of the world that he is living contrary
to the will of God, instantly he repeats the verse: "Be not righteous
over much." And, as to our text, men have said, here is real
charity; you see you ought not to take notice of all those things
which are wrong in the world. We will take notice, brethren, of the
things which are contrary to God. We will put our finger upon
those offences and transgressions which are against God; we will say
to men, your swearing, your cursing, your fraud, your calumniating,
your hard words, are sins against God. As far as we ourselves are
concerned in these things, may the Lord enable us to forgive them,
and to think little of them!

TWO IMPLIED RULES

And, brethren, as to a Christian man in his passage through this
world, in the midst of his daily intercourse with his fellow-men, it
appears to me that there are two rules implied in this petition, which
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ought to regulate his conduct.
l. The first ol these is to hnve a lowly view of himself , of his

own many oflences and transgressions; and as I began with saying,
so I close with saying, I do not envy those who have not known
what it is to make acknowledgment of sin before God. There is a
hardness at the core, there is a want of knowledge, a want of
sensitiveness.

2. The other rule is to have exalted views of the mercy of God
in Christ. I am sure of this, that if in passing through the world,
the mind were more taken up with the exceeding mercy of the
Lord, and the amazing riches of His grace, in the blotting out all
our iniquities, we should stand upon a very high ground, and we
should feel that we could afford to look down on the little things
that fret, and tease, and harass the mind so much. The fault is,
we have too high an opinion of ourselves, and we have too low
views of the exceeding riches of the mercy and the grace of God
in Christ Jesus.
Dublin. 1853.

W. H. Kneuss.

How sweet, how heavenly is the sight,
When those that love the Lord,

fn one another's peace delight,
And so fulfil His word.

When each can feel his brother's sigh,
And with him bear a part;

When sorrow flows from eye to eye,
And joy from heart to heart.

When free from envy, scorn, and pride,
Our wishes all above,

Each can his brother's failings hide,
And show a brother's love.

When love in one delightful stream
Through every bosom flows;

When union sweet and kind esteem,
In every action glows!

Love is the golden chain that binds
The happy souls above;

And he's an heir of heaven that finds
His bosom glow with love.

L Swain,1792.
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BIBLE EXPOSITION

..YE ARE ALL ONE IN CHRIST''

By the Rnv. J. Blrrnnssv (Vicar of St. James', Sheffield

"For ye are all one in Christ Jesus."-Galatians 3:28'

IN ruB epistle of Paul to the Romans and in this to the Galatians;
there are several things in common. Both are addressed to pro-

fessing Christians, the former "to all that be in Rome, beloved of

God, 
-called 

to be saints," and the latter "unto the churches of

Galatia."
Both expose the depravity of human nature. In the former both

Jews and Gentiles are proved to be under sin. Every mouth is

stopped by the law, and all the world becomes guilty before ̂God'
toiatt have sinned, and come short of the Glory of God (3:9' 19'

23). In the latter you read, "cursed is every one that continueth
'roi i' all thines which are written in the Book of the law to do

them." The Slriptur'e hath concluded all under sin" (3: 10,22,23')'

Both epistles maintain that justification is neither by the works

of the law of Moses, nor by the works of the law of nature. "For

as many as have sinned without law, shall also perish without law;

and as -uny ut have sinned in the law, shall be judged-by the law"'
..Therefore'by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified

in His sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin'" -And again'
"Knowift that a man is not justified by the works of the law ' '

for by thi works of the law shall no flesh be justified" (Romans

2:12 ;3 :20 ;  Ga la t ians  2 :  l6 ) .
Now in both epistles justification by grace and faith as revealed in

and through the cospel, is most clearly set forth and vindicated.

Take two or three passages from each epistle: "For I am not

ashamed of the Gospel of christ; for it is the power of God- unto

salvation, to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to

the Greek. For tirerein," that is, in the Gospel, "is the Righteous'

ness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, the just

shall live by faith." "Where is boasting then? It is excluded' By

what law? bf works? Nay; but by the law of faith' Therefore we

conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the

law.,' Justification by faith in christ Jesus seems to be the leading

idea running through the whole epistle to the Romans (1:16' l7;

i:zl, Zg: +IS; tO:S-tl), and in the epistle to the Galatians the

eportt" proves that justification "is by the faith of Jesus christ."
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We who have believed in Jesus Christ, are justified by the faith of
Christ (2: 16,20).

He also shows that justification by faith was known to the saints
of the Old Testament. He instances the case of Abraham: "Even

as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted for him for
righteousness. Know ye therefore, that they which are of faith the
same are the children of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing
that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before
the Gospel unto Abraham saying, In thee shall all nations be
blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful
Abraham." The promise by faith of Jesus Christ is given to them
that believe, even to those who are shut up unto the faith of Christ
(3 :6 ,  9 ,  2 ,23) .

Now, if human nature be so utterly depraved, as the Apostle
says it is; and if there be no justification either by the deeds of the
law, or by the works of nature; and if a man be justified by faith only
without the deeds of the law; then, how is it that St. James says,
"Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith
only"? (2:24). The explanation seems to me to be this that St. Paul
is speaking of that faith which is the fruit of the Spirit, even of the
operation of God. This faith is deeply rooted in the heart, and is
constantly looking from self to Jesus. St. James tells us how this
living faith rnay be known. "f will show thee my faith by toy
works." A dead faith cannot show itself by works, but a lively faith
can and does. Abraham did not only believe God, but obeyed Him
when he offered up his son Isaac. His faith was evidenced by his
works. And so it was in the case of Rahab. She believed God and
then acted kindly towards the spies (James 2). Faith is the Spirit's
fruit, and works are the fruit of faith. I need not say more to you
about the relation which faith and works bear to each other. If a
person has true faith, it will soon show itself in good works.

And now to the text:
First, The persons, "Ye."

Secondly, Their position, "In Christ lesus."
And thirdly, Their privilege, "Ye are aII one in Christ lesus."
May the Holy Ghost enable us to speak wisely, to the profit of

God's people, and to the glory of His Own Great Name for the
Redeemer's sake. Amen!

I._THE PERSONS

Consider first, The persons, "Ye are all the children of God."
The persons in our text are sons of God. This does not mean that
they are the sons of God by creation like the angels, but that they are
the sons of God by adoption. God has, by a sovereign act, placed all
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those whom He bnngs to glory in the position of sons in an by
Christ Jesus to Himself (Ephesians 1: 5). God treats ano deals with
them as His own sons by virtue of their union with Christ.
Mordecai treated and dealt with Esther as his own daughter,
although she was not, but his uncle's (Esther 2: 7). Sonship or
adoption is a most interesting subject, but having touched upon it
on a former occasion, I shall not now enlarge, beyond saying that
though all the sons of God have fallen in Adam, their creation
head, yet they have never fallen in Christ, Who is the everlasting
Head of His church. The ruin of all mankind in Adam was com-
plete, and hence the necessity for a Redeemer of the fallen sons
of God.

The Redeemer is the Son of God. Now read the 4th chapter of
our Epistle and the 4th verse: "But when the fulness of time was
come, God sent forth His Son. made of a woman, made under the
law." And why did God thus send forth His Son? "To redeem
them that were under the law" of Redemption, "that we might
receive the adoption of sons." Here, then, is the work of Christ
clearly stated. And now follows the work of the Holy Spirit. "And

because ye are sons," by Adoption, and now by Redemption, "God

hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father." The Holy Ghost's work is to discover lo us and ln us,
that we are the children of God. And hence it follows. that we are
no more servants of sin and Satan, but the beloved sons of God.
and if sons, then we are heirs of God through Christ (Galatians
4:4-71 .

One of the evidences of our sonship is "faith in Christ lesus."
I wish you to be clearly impressed with this fact, that faith does not
make us the children of God, but proves us to be such. We might
say that we are evidently the children of God, because we have
faith in Christ Jesus. This faith is wrought in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost. Faith is the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians25:22).
"Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteous-
ness. Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace,
but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believetlt on Him that
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness"
(Romans 4). This is heart work. "The word of faith is in thy
heart." "If thou shalt believe in thine heart." "With the heart
man believeth anto righteousness." "Whosoever believelft on Him
shall not be ashamed" (Romans l0:8-11). "Faith is the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen (Ilebrews 1 l: 1).

Another evidence of our sonship is baptism. "For as many of
you as have been baptized into Christ." What can this baptism be?

, -
t:

I
i
I

*
I
b

1
,l

^Cu - ffi "d



{i
i :

i l
1 l

i
l
i

rlq

The Gospel Magazine 5 1 5

Now we read of divers baptisms in the Word of God. There is the
baptism of suflering. Our Lord said to James and John and to
their mother, "Are ye able to be baptized with the baptism that I
am baptized with? They say unto Him, We are able." This
baptism I understand to refer to the sufferings and afflictions of
Christ (Matthew 20:22,23). There is also the baptism of gifts.
This is clear from what took place on the day of Pentecost, according
to our Lord's promise. See Acts 1:5 and I Cor. 12:1-13. The

. ordinance of baptism with water was administered by John, for he
said, "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance," but he
pointed to another, even to Jesus, Who should baptize with the
Holy Ghost and with fire (Matthew 3:11). I think there is an allu-
sion to baptism with water in the words, "baptized into Christ,"
but the grand idea seems to be the baptism of the Holy Ghost.
"For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body" (l Corinthians
12: l3). This baptism of the Spirit is absolutely necessary to salva-
tion, for without it, no flesh can be saved. We read of a circum-
cision which is made without hands (Colossians 2:11, 12). What
can it be? Well, it is the Holy Spirit circumcising the heart to love
the Lord (Deuteronomy 30:6). The baptism of the Holy Ghost is
with fire, for when He brings a person into vital union with the Lord
Jesus Christ both in death and resurrection, He burns man's own
carnal religion out of him, and at the same time He burns Christ's
religion into him (Romans 6:3-5). A burning fire is produced in
the soul which the devil himself can never extinguish. Is it not as
true now as it was in the days of the disciples?-"That our hearts
burn within us while Jesus talks to us by the way, and opens to us
the Scriptures" (Luke 24:32). Without this fiery baptism of the
Spirit, no man can say that Jesus is his Lord and Saviour. What-
ever difterences of opinion may exist among us about the necessity
of water baptism, I hope that we are all one as to the absolute
necessity to salvation of the Holy Spirit's baptism into Christ Jesus.
Grant me the necessity of this inward reality, and I will not contend
about the outward form. Now as many as have been baptized by
the Spirit of fire into Christ Jesus have put on Christ.

But what is to to put on Christ? This will require a little explana-
tion. Christ is said to be put onin two ways. First, God puts Hint
upon us in the way of justification, to fit us for His presence. Take
a passage or two in proof of what f say. Hear the words of the
Prophet Isaiah: "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall be
joyful in my God: for He hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness"
(61: 10). The Father commands that His prodigal sons shall have
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the very best robe put upon them. Now when God clothes and
covers me with Christ, He covers all my defilement, my sins, my
nakedness, my founds, my bruises, and my sores (Ezekiel 16: 8)'
"Blessed is th-e man whose sinis covered'" "To the Lamb's wife is
granted, that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white:
Ior the fine linen is the righteousness of saints" (Revelation 19: 8)'
Christ is made of God unto all believers, righteousness. Hence the
child of God can say, "'In the Lord have I righteousness." Secondly,
the believer puts on Christ in his outward walk and holy convers-
ation. Here faith, hope, love, and obedience will be brought into
lively exercise. Now notice, that if there be a putting on of Christ,
there is also a putting ofi of Adam. That ye put off concerning the
conversation the old tnan, which is corrupt according to the deceitful
lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that ye put on
the new man,which after God is created in righteousness and true
holiness, and is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that
created Him." Christ is not only ALL to believers, but He is tru- in
believers, and .qrl by believers. For the details of putting on and
having on Christ, I refer you to the following Scriptures: Ephesians
4:21-25, and Colossians 3: 8-17.

Again, There is an equality of believers in Christ. All distinctions
are done away with in Christ. God does not accept a marl because
he is a Jew, nor does He rejject a man because he is a Gentile'
In Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything' nor un'
circumcision; but a new creature, even faith which worketh by love'
There is neither master nor servant as such in Christ, for in Him
they are on a perfect equality. There is neither man nor woman as
,u"ir in Christ, for in Him superiority and inferiority are unknown.
Christianity does not do away with distinctions among men, for Jew
and Gentil-e, master and servant, male and female, rich and poor,

high and low, continue to exist; but before God in Christ Jesus all
suih distinctions are effaced, and inequalities levelled. For ye arc
all one in Christ." Ye are all chosen alike in Him, justified alike in
Him, accepted alike in Him and by Him to the Father in heaven
and glory.

Now you will have some idea of the persons intended in our text.
They are children of Go<l, they have faith in Christ Jesus, they have
been baptized by the Spirit into Christ, they have put on Christ,
and are all one t" "tl;.-rHErR 

posrrroN

This leads me to notice secondly, the Position of these persons'
They are "rn Christ Jesus." I need hardly say to you that to be. in
christ Jesus denotes union. There is an obiective and secrel union
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with Christ, and there is also a subiective and vital union with Him.
I shall try to make these truths plain to you from the Scriptures as
we proceed:

There is an obiective and secret union with Christ as the Head
of the churcft. "Christ is the Head of the church" (Ephesians 5:23).
It is with Him as the Head of the Church, that God the Father has
made an everlasting Covenant ordered in all things and sure. It is
in Christ that He has blessed His people with all spiritual blessings
before the world began (Ephesians I :3'6', 2 Timothy 1: 9). The
believers standing before God, has always been, is now, and ever
will be in Christ Jesus. The promise of eternal life is in Christ
Jesus. Now all the promises of God in Him are absolute certainties.
They are in }Jim yea, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God the
Father (2 Corinthians 1:20; 2 Timothy 1:l; Titus l:2). In Christ
Jesus all the saints of God are eternally sanctified (1 Corinthians
1:2), and justified (Isaiah 14l.25). There was never any condem-
nation to the church of God in Christ (Romans 8: 1). Believers
should read the Bible as if there were only two persons named in it,
Adam and Christ. In union with Adam we have transgression,
condemnation, and death. In union with Christ we have holiness,
righteousness, and eternal life (Romans 5:12 to end). We are com-
plele in Hlim in Whom all fulness dwells. The perfection of our
union with Christ as the Head of the church is thus set forth by our
Lord Himself. "At that day ye shall know that I am in My Father,
and ye inMe, andl in you" (John 14:20)' The mystery of this
wonderful union is beyond the grasp of our finite minds. It is,
nevertheless, a revealed truth in the Word of God, which we are
to know and understand hereafter. Obiectively and secretly the
whole church of God is and has been eternally ln Christ her Head.

Again, there is a subiective and vital union with Christ. This
union arises out of the former. To be in Chtist, as our Head is a
divine and glorious truth, and for Christ lo be in zs, is life from
the dead. To illustrate my meaning, read the account which the
Apostle gives of his own conversion: "But when it pleased God
Who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by His
grace, to reveal His Son iru me" (Galatians 1: 15, 16). Here you see
itrat God came down from heaven to reveal His Son Jesus Christ
to and in the heart of a blaspheming' persecuting, and injurious
Pharisee. Well might the Apostle say, "But by the grace of God I
am what I am: and His grace which was bestowed upon me was not
in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet, not I,
but the grace of God which was with me" (1 Corinthians 15: 10).

Now, someone says, "But how am I to know that Christ is in me

t

il
I

*8



The Gospel Magazine

as the life of my soul?" This is a very important question, and
ought to be Scripturally answered. Is it not a fact that if any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His? "He that hath
the Son of God hath life: and he that hath not the Son of God
hath not life." Now for the answer to the question. How am I to
know that Christ is in me? "And hereby we know that He abideth
in us,by the Spirit which He hath given us." Again, "hereby know
we that we dwell in Him, and He in us, because he hath given us
of His Spirit." And again, "whosoever shall confess that Jesus is
the Son of God, God dwelleth in him and he in God" (1 John 3:
24; 4:13, 15). When Christ dwells openly in our hearts by faith,
then we have an evidence that we are secretly in Him. Whoever has
the love of God in his soul dwelleth in God. and God in him. St.
Paul's aspirations for divine things were manifest tokens that Christ
was in him. What does he say to the Philippians? (3: 12). Read
his words: "Not as though I had already attained, either were
already perfect; but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for
which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus." Jesus laid hold of
Paul by His grace and Spirit for Himself, for heaven, and for glory.
Then Paul in return wished to lay hold of Christ and of all heavenly
treasures inHim. He pressed towards the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Christ dwelt in him.

Now what are the practical elJects of subjective and vital union
with Christ? One of the eljects is nearness to God. In our lost and
fallen condition, we are described as being without Christ, without
hope, and without God in the world. Now, in our redeemed and
quickened condition, we are described as being brought very near
to God: "But now ln Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off
are made nigh by the Blood of Christ" (Ephesians 2).

Another efiect of vital union witlt Christ is spiritual f reedont from
the condemnation of the law and the sting ol death. "For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me freefrom the law
of sin and death" (Rom. 8:2). The Gospel of the grace of God, as
revealed to my soul in the power of the Holy Ghost, makes me a
free man in Christ Jesus. Our Lord said "to those Jews which
believed on Him, if ye continue in My Word, then are ye My dis-
ciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free" from sin, and you shall be servants to God, and your fruit
shall be unto holiness, and the end shall be everlasting life. "If the
Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed" (John
8:31,32, 36; Rom. 2:22). It has been said by some that free grace
doctrines tend to make persons indifferent in their lives. Now, if
you should ever find a person indifferent in his life, as the result of
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free grace doctrines, send him to the British Museum as a curiositv
for future generations.

Another eflect of vital union with Christ is holy obedience.
St. Paul, in writing to the Philippians, complimented them on their
past obedience, counselled them as to their future conduct, and
informed them also that the motive power in them to every good
thought, word and work was God Himself. Now read the words:"Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling." And why should they be
thus concerned about their salvation? "For it is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure"
(2:12, 13). Is not this in keeping with what he says to the
Ephesians? "For we are His workmanship, created ln Christ Jesus
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them" (2: 10).

Another efiect of vital union with Christ is rejoicing in hope.
Take the words of the Apostle to the Romans: "Therefore being
justifibd" by the Death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord,"By faith," which the Holy Ghost has wrought in us, "we have (and
enjoy) peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by Whom
also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and
rejoice in hope of the glory of God" (5: l-2). Why rejoice in hope?
Because there is not anything that can separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Be ye faithful unto death,
for the Lord Himself will give you the crown of eternal life. We
rejoice in hope of entering into His presence where there is fulness
of joy, and at Whose right hand there are pleasures for evermore.

Another efiect of vital union with Christ is communion and
fellowship with Him. Union with Christ is the foundation of our
communion with Him. We have fellowship with the Father in His
mercy and love. We have fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ in
His Grace and Blood, and as He is our Mediator and Advocate at
God's right hand. And we have fellowship with the Holy Ghost
as the Spirit of life, truth, cornfort, and joy. But I shall not enlarge
upon this aspect of my subject, as I have done so on a former
occasion.

I have now pointed out to you our Position in Christ Jesus before
God, or our eternal union with Christ as the Head of the church.
I have also shown you how Christ is united to us vitally, and how
we may know this truth for ourselves. I have, moreover, given you
some of the practical effects of vital union with Christ-such as
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nearness to God, spiritual freedom, holy obedience, rejoicing in
hope, and sweet communion and fellowship with the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost.

III._THEIR PRIVILEGE

Let us now proceed to consider thirdly, The Privilege of these
persons. "Ye are all one in Christ lesus." What a privilege! Now
we must endeavour to open out this subject to you a little.

If tlrcse persons be all one in Christ Jesus, then they all have one
Father in Him. This is Scriptural. "But to us there is but one God,
the Father, of Whom are all things, and we in Him" (l Corinthians
8:6). There is one God and Father of all, Who is above all, and
through all, and in you all" (Ephesians 4: 6). Jesus said to His
disciples, "Call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your
Father, Which is in heaven" (Matthew 23:9). Now, if God be the
one Father of believers, then they are all His children. As a Father,
He loves His children, and because He loves them, He often chas-
tises, scourges, and corrects them, not to their injury, but to their
profit, that they might be partakers of His holiness (Hebrews 12:5-
l0). O ye children of Godl Do ye not love, honour and obey your
Father? Christ's God is your God, and Christ's Father is your
Father. Christ and His followers have one Father.

Again, If believers be all one in Christ, then they all have one
Lord, one Mediator, and one Mqster. "To us there is but one
Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom are all things, and we by Him" (1
Corinthians 8: 6). "For there is one God, and one Mediator between
God and man, the Man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5). This One
Mediator is the One Redeemer, the One great Saviour of, and the
One Advocate for, all the elect people of God. Our Lord told His
disciples that one was their Master, even Christ, and that they all
were brethren (Matthew 23:8). What a blessed privilege it is to
have such a Mediator, Master and Saviour as Jehovah Jesus, Who
is my Lord, my God, and my King.

Again, If believers be all one in Christ, then they all have one
Spirit. They have the One Holy Spirit as their Quickener, their
Guider, their Teacher, their Sanctifier, their Comforter, and their
Glorifier (Ephesians 4:3,4). It is by this One Spirit all the saints
of God are baptized into the one body, which is the church mystical,
whether they be Jews or Gentiles, whether they be bond or free,
and are all made to drink into one Spirit, and to be of one mind in
Christ Jesus (1 Cor. 12: 13). Thus, the church of God has One
Father, One Saviour, and One infallible Spirit to abide in her for
ever.
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Again, All believers are one body in Christ. What says St. Paul?
"For as we have many members in one body, and all members
have not the same office: so we, being many, are onebody in Christ,
and every one members one of another" (Romans 12:4, 5). "For

the body is not one member, but many." In the natural body, you
have the foot, the hand, the mouth, the eye, and the ear, and other
members, but there is not one of these members that can say to the
other, I have no need of thee. So in the Body of Christ, one member
cannot say to another, I can do without thee. They are all members
one of another, and are all one Bodv in Christ Jesus their Head.
There is wonderful sympathy among tle members of the same body."If one member sufiers, all the members suffer with it: or if one
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it." But the
greatest sympathy and feeling are always in the head. And why?
Because all the senses are there. Seeing, hearing, tasting, smelling,
and touching are all in the head, and not in the body. What a
privilege to realise the fact that my Head, Who is Christ, sees, hears,
tastes, smells, and feels for me! If the Head be right, all will be
well-all is well-and all must be well! "Ye are all one re Christ
Jesus."

Again, all believers are one bread in Christ. "For we being
many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that
one bread" (l Corinthians 10: l7). Bread in the Lord's Supper is a
symbol of oneness between Christ and believers, and of oneness
also amongst believers themselves. When they all partake of the
same bread, it denetes that they are all of one mind and of one
Spirit. And moreover, it denotes that they are all of the same mind
and Spirit about Him Whom the bread represents. They have all
things in common with Christ and with each other. The bread
reminds them of Christ on the cross, of an absent Friend. and of
His coming again.

Again, all believers are mystically one in Christ, as husband and
wife are one flesh. An affectionate husband loves his wife, and so
does Christ the Church. The husband will risk anything for the
object of his love, and so will Christ for His church. The husband
is pleased to see his wife beautifully attired, and so is Christ the
church. The husband protects, nourishes, and cherishes his wife,
and so does the Lord the church. The husband is joined to his wife,
and they are one flesh, so Christ is joined to the church and they
are mystically one. Now Christ loves the church, even as He loves
Himself. And what about the wife, the church? Well, let her submit
herself unto her own Husband, and reverence Him in all things,

521

)

{

I

I



522 The Gospel Magazine

for this is right @phesians 5: 23 to end).
Again, all believers are one tn Christ, as the vine and the branchres

are one. Christ says, "I am the vine ye are the branches: He that
abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit;
for without Me ye can do nothing." The vine and the branches
live by the same life. So Christ and believers. It is but one life
in Christ and the Church. The church lives in Christ and Christ
lives in the church. The efJect of this one lif e in Christ and in His
members, is fruitfulness. Herein is My Father glorified, that ye
bear much fruit; so shall ye be My disciples" (John 15: 1-8).

Again, all believers are one in Christ, as the foundation and the
stones of a building are one. They are one in purpose and design.
They are one in growth, strength, and durability. And they are one
for an habitation of God through the Spirit (Ephesians 2: 19-22).

Again, all believers are one flock in Christ. Jesus says, "I am the
good Shepherd . . . and I lay down My life for the sheep. And other
sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring,
and they shall hear My voice; and there shall be one flock, and one
Shepherd" (John l0). This flock appears a little flock in this world,
but it will be a great one when it is gathered together before the
throne to God in heaven. "Fear not, little flock: for it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." The good Shep-
herd calls His sheep by name: has He called us? The sheep know
the Shepherd's voice, and follow Him: do we? One of the Lord's
sheep has said, "The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He
maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He leadeth me beside
the still waters."

Before passing from this part of my subject, I must ask you to
read Hebrews 2:11: "For both He that sanctifieth and they who
are sanctified are all of one." They are all of one Nature in Christ
Jesus, of one God and Father, of one Spirit, or one Body, of one
Bread, of one Hope, of one Faith, of one Maptism, of one Life, or
one Divine Building, of one Flock, and of one Family: "For which
He," the Son of God, "is not ashamed to call them brethren." The
Saviour, though in heaven owns all believers, as His brethren, as
members of His Body the church, and as the true children of God.
The union of which I have spoken is Divine, and it is spiritual,
being of the Holy Ghost, and it is supernatural, as it is above nature.
How blessed it is to meditate upon the Lord Jesus Christ and His
work. Iudicially He is my Substitute and my Surety. Morally He
is my example and my Pattern; and Mystically, He is my Head
and my Representative.
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' 
PRACTICAL MARKS OF OUR UNION WITH CHRIST

In conclusion, we shall name some of the practical marks of our
union with Christ.

If we be in Christ and Christ in us, tlrcn there wiII be death to the
deeds of the body. "If ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of
the body, ye shall live." '"Morrify therefore your members which
are upon the earth" (Romans 8:13; Colossians 3:5). Purification
of the heart is another practical mark: "Purifying their hearts by
faith." By what means is the heart purified? "How much more
shall the Blood of Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit offered
Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God" (Hebrews 9: I4). The Blood of the
Lamb is applied by the Holy Spirit to the cleansing of the heart
and of the life of every believer in Jesus.

The lively exercise of spiritual graces is another practical mark
of union with Christ. "Faith works by love." The Thessalonians
were remembered because of their "work of faith, their labour of
love, and their patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ." Their
faith grew exceedingly, and their charity towards each other
abounded (1 Thess. 1: 3; 2 Thess. 1: 3). Where there is real spiritual
oneness with the Son of God, there will be growth in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3: l8).

The early Christians have left us a noble example of manifested
union witlt Christ and with each other. We read of three thousand
souls who were added to the church on the day of Pentecost-that
these continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship,
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. And all that believed
were together, and had all things common. It is further stated, that
they continued with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread
from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness
of heart, praising God and having favour with all the people. The
multitude of them that believed were of one lrcart and of one soul
(Acts 2:41 to end, and Acts 4:32). May the Spirit of God grant
to all who love the Lord Jesus Christ more of that manifested
union and communion with which the early Christians were so
highly favoured! EXHORTATION

And now for a few words of exhortation. They shall be the words
of holy Writ. "Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and
peace shall be with you." "Be ye like minded, having the same love,
being of one accord, of one mind." "For ye are all one in Christ
Jesus."
Series 10, Sermon 11, 1885.
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CI]RRENT TOPICS

DusrrN LC.M. SuppnrNrrNorNr
We are delighted to know that the Rrv. R. J. Coerrs is under-

taking the work of Dublin Superintendent of the Irish Church
Missions. Mr. Coates is in every way qualified to succeed the late
Archdeacon T. C. Hammond and the late Rev. T. R. Horan in
the work. It is no easy task, but one of abounding opportunity in
a land where the clear light of God's Word is so sorely needed.

We ask that readers of The Gospel Magazine should uphold Mr.
Coates and his helpers at the Throne of Grace.

A RerraemeBI,p "INTnoDUcrIoN"

A remarkable and significant "Introduction" to a reprint of the
sixth edition of Darwin's The Origin of Species has just been
written by W. R. TsonrpsoN, F.R.s., Director of the Common-
wealth Institute of Biological Control, Ottawa.

In this introduction W. R. Thompson "challenges some of the
assumptions Darwin made." When asked by the publishers of this
new edition, Everyman's Library, No. 811, large format edition,
Dent (London), Dutton (New York), the writer felt "extremely

hesitant to accept the invitation," because, as he wrote, he was
"not satisfied that Darwin proved his point or that his influence in
scientific and public thinking has been beneficial."

Hence he explained to the editors of the Everyman's Library
that his introduction would be different from the previous one by
Sir Arthur Keith, but they raised no objection.

The Introduction is in parts devastating in its criticisms.

Rrv. Gronce Wnttrprern
We have recently received interesting information concerning

George Whitefield's work in America, particularly with his generous
attitude to Harvard College (now Harvard University) and also
concerning the church at Newburypoint, where there is a Memorial
of the great evangelist and where his remains were buried.

A Vote of Thanks was made to Whitefield by the College,
although its leading professors had dpenly opposed his work. It
reads:

"The Reverend Mr. George Whitefield having in addition
to his former kindness to Harvard College presented to the
Library a new edition of his Journal, and having procured large
benefactions from several benevolent and respectable gentle-
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men, Vorst That the thanks of the Corporation be given to
the Rev. Mr. Whitefield for these instances of candor and
generosity."

It was in January, l'145, that there was issued a "A Testimony
from the President and Professors, Tutors, and Hebrew Instructor
of Harvard College" against Whitefield. The vote of thanks was
on August 2, 1768, thirteen years later.

PRAYING ALWAYS

By the Rrv. W. H. Kneusn (Dublin)*
"Praying always with aII prayer and supplication in the Spirit."

-Ephesians 6: 18.
TnE direction this day to the Christian is that he is to be A MAN
OF PRAYER.

You will observe that this is at the close of all the others. Having
told him of all the different parts of the armour which God has
laid up in the covenant for His own people, it brings man down
to his proper position, and makes him feel that with all that armour
upon him, he can do nothing-that he is a poor dependent creature-
it puts him on his knees; it brings him down, and tells hirn that he
must be a man of prayer.

This is a deeply important and experimental subject. If it be a
great condescension of God to reveal Himseif in His Word, what
should I say of the condescension of the Lord, who suffers you and
me to come into His presence, and to speak with Him.

I often think of the spirit of humility, and feel it deeply myself,
which Abraham confessed when he came before the Lord. " Behold
now I have taken on me to speak unto the Lord, wh'tch am but
dust and ashes" (Gen. 18:27). I desire to feel it in every approach
to God; I know my privileges, and bless God for them. I know
that all the powers of darkness cannot prevent my access to God.
I know that the way is sprinkled with the Blood of Christ. I know
that the oath of the covenant of God is engaged for me. I feel that
I have access to the court of the King of kings' and that He hears
me when I speak. Yet I feel that I have to be humbled-that I have

* Eorroris Nore.*The Rev. W' H' Krause, M.A., Dublin, gave nineteen
Discourses on Tns Cnnrsrrex Anruoun ("The Wiles of Satan and the
C,hristian Panoply." Sketches of these were issued in 1872, London, by a
member of his congregation at Bethesda Bpiscopal Chapel, Dublin. This

is Discourse 17.
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so little humility before Him; that I feel so little what Abraham
felt-that I am but dust and ashes when I speak.

There are two branches of prayer, viz.: Personal and Inter-
cessory. PensoNer, pRAyER is the subject of this day. May the Lord
give wisdom that I may speak wisely, and may His Spirit be with
you who hear, that you may learn something more of the precious-
ness of Christl

The direction is, /o pray always; He takes for granted that this
people is a praying people. I take it for granted that you who
know something of God-something of the spiritual conflict-have
been brought to your knees. There is no spiritual life where there
is no prayer. Living without prayer is a clear evidence of ungodli-
ness. That man does not admit the Lord to be the ruler of the
world, or of himself; he is living in a spirit of independence of God.
The man who lives without prayer is a sort of god in his family--
he lives by his circumstances-by his own means. He is a very
ignorant man. Paul, "touching the righteousness of the law. was
blameless"; but when God sent a spark of light into his soul, the
mark which was set upon him was that he was a praying man.

Prayer is much inculcated in the Scriptures; the Lord told His
disciples that men ought always to pray. He said this to His own
people; for none others can pray.

Men say that these are hard things when we say that God accepts
no worship but through the Holy Spirit, according to the 18th
article of our Church, which says, "They also are to be held accursed
that presume to say, that every man will be saved by the law or sect
which he professeth, so that he be diligent to frame his life according
to that law and the light of nature; for Holy Scripture doth set
out unto us only the name of lesus Christ, whereby men must be
saved."

If God is God, He will have worship; therefore His people ought
to be a praying people. This is written in the heart of man
naturally. It is a mark of dependence on Him, not only in temporal,
but spiritual things.

USE OF PRAYER

Some say, "What is the use of praying, if the purposes of God
never alter?" "All the purposes of God are yea and amen," and
not one particle shall ever fail His people. The only answer you
ought to give is, that God has appointed prayer as the means by
which His people receive what is laid up for them in the covenant.

In Isaiah 42, there are promises to Christ that He will be upheld
by God. In the prayer that He offered up with strong crying and
tears, in His humanity, He exhibited l1is dependence on His Father.
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THE LORD'S PRAYER

. lo-," say that they cannot use the Lord's prayer because, that
in-it, they are taught to say, "Forgive us our irespusses"; for they
believe that their sins were forgiven before the foundation of the
world. I believe it to be my privilege to come to God and say,"Forgive me my sins for Christ's sake! " I want peace continualiy
-to have my corruptions brought out and washed in the blood of
Christ-I need that forgiveness every moment of my life. I want
to have it sealed by the Holy spirit's taking the blood ind sprinkling
it on me.

PRAYER IS WONDIRFUL
There is Reality in the transaction of prayer before God. ,,Thou

God seest me." I believe that the eye of God sees me on my
knees, and that His ear is open to my cry.

Wonderful things in Scripture have been done by prayer. When
prayer was made continually for peter, the prison doors were
opened, and an Angel was sent to bring him out.

When two servants of God were shut up in prison, God was with
them as he was with Joseph, and then wonderful things happened.
_ The Apostle James, chap. 5, speaks of prayer as a wonderful

thing. "Elias was a man subject to like passioni as we are, and he
prayed earnestly that it might not rain, and it rained not on the
earth by the space of three years and six months; and he prayed
again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brousht forth her
fruit."

_ These things show that there is something of reality in prayer.
It would be an'interesting subject to take up the various initances
of prayer, with their answers according to their circumstances.

DAVID-S PRAYER

__ We will take up that recorded in 2 Sam., chapters 15 to 17.
When the nation was risen up in rebellion there was a man con_
sidered wise, whose counsel was "if a man had inquired at the
oracle of God." When David was told that Ahithoptret fraO joined
Absalom, he says nothing to the people, but priyed and said,"O Lord, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into footish-
ness! " Other men thought that they were wise too, and so, con-
flicting advice was given, which was thought more of. How did this
happen? The reason is given: "For the Lord had appointed to
defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel." All these wise men were
under the control of the Lord. And when our wise men are taking
their counsels, they can do nothing against God, for He can turi
the advice of the wise into foolishness, and works His own purposes
by them. (To be concluded)


