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EDITORIAL
Recently I was speaking at a conference of evangelicals, mainly

ministers. There were questions and discussion and I was challenged
by an evangelical Vicar because I had, wrongly he thought, equated
evangelical with Christian. His argument was based on the fact
that he worked alongside Anglo-Catholic clergy whom he believed
to be "in Christ." But they were clearly not evangelicals, so that
his conclusion was that evangelical and Christian are not inter-
changeable terms.

This is, of course, a widely accepted position today. Indeed, it is
the only logical position for evangelicals who maintain that it is right
to be involved in the World Council of Churches. The basic
principle of the W.C.C. is that no one body of Christians can claim
to have the truth. Each group has its own distinctive contribution
to make, and it is by sharing with others that the full wealth of
Christian truth is understood and experienced.

This, of course, means that evangelicalism must be deficient at
some point. If it is not the same as Christianity, then clearly it must
fall short. We must ask our evangelical friends who maintain this
position to tell us at what point evangelicalism is defective. Has it
an inadequate view of the person of Christ or of the work of
Christ? Does it undenate Scripture? Does it fail to give due
weight to the great doctrines of the faith? We must ask them
further, in view of their assertion that evangelicalism is less than
Christianity, how they propose to remedy the deficiency-is it by
incorporating the ccntributions of Rome, Anglo-Catholicism,
liberalism, and what have you?

My answer to the objector was that I certainly did equate evan-
gelical and Christian! I believe that pure evangelicalism is nothing
less than authentic New Testament Christianity. The evangelical
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message is no more and no less thari the New Testament gospel. It
is not the particular slant of one party in "the church. It is not
merely one more contribution to the general theological consensus.
It is simply a continuing witness to the evangel, to the gospel of the
grace of God. '1'rce ot uod. '"

The only readtjn for th8 ilH?n$t{r}dhgelical idt8rr

r  i .  ,  r  l r l r t  : - :  r

t8raistinguiSfl"tli6'
true from the false, the genuine from the counterfeit. Had there
been no heresies in the church we would not have needed such terms.
We could simply have spoken of Christians and Christianity. But
because there are so many with diametrically opposed views *ho
still claim the name Christian, and because there are so many
religious theories and systemg which are presenfed as the Christian
message, we need to define our position more clearly. We want to
emphasise that we are maintaining the biblical gospel as over against
the traditions of the church or the speculations of hurnan reason.
The title of evangelical which we have inherited fron! the pasl,i,r
simply a convenient way of declaring that we seek to witness to tfe
biblical gospel free from ecclesiastical and human accretions. 

- '

But this claim that evangelicalism is no more and no less than
New Testament Christianity provokes an even louder protest-and
not only from the ranks of the liberals within the W.C.C., but, as I
discovered, from those who are themselves professedly evangelical.
We are told that this is an intolerable dogmatism which can no
longer be accepted. We are bidden to cease making such. pre.,
nounced claims. We are urged to listen to what otheri are saling
so that we may learn from them. There are these Anglo-Catholic
clergy, for example, whom the Vicar quoted, and whom it iq
c1aimedwearerepudiatingwhileChristacceptsthem'

The answer of the New Testament to all this develops along two
lines. In the first placc, there is a distinction between the man's
spiritual state and the maturity of his understanding. . The New
Testament recognises the place of growth in the Christian life. ,A
man may be a babe in understanding and yet none the less have thj
life of the Spirit in liim. But because he is spiritually alive he is
lot to remain either defective in his grasp of the truth or, even more
lerious, embrace false teaching. He is called in understanding to be
not a child but a man. So we quite allow the possibility that a man
may be a true believer and yet have a very faulty or inadequate
grasp of gospel truth. .i.:i.:j

But there is another distinction which is of great importance: .it is
that between the church member and the man who is recognised
as an authorised teacher in the church. The Pastoral epistles are
a clear reminder that more stringent requirements were demanded
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df deaions and'elddrs than of ordinary members; The reison fof
this is quite obvious.' Therauthorised teacher becomes the recog.,
nised public.spokesman,. so that it is essential that a man with such
a responsibility should be more severely tested. If you go overseas
you only require a passport, but if you go as an ambassador of the
British government then you will have strict tests imposed by the
Foreign Office which you must pass!

This surely is the explanation oi the,New Testament attitude to
false teachers. Both Paul and John insist that they are to be
rejected out of hand. In Paul's anathema in Galatians 1 and John's
refusal of a welcome in 2 John 10 you have, of course, simpiy an
echo of the Lord's warn-ing to beware of false prophets.

But we are told that we must not judge men. We are told that we
cannot infalliblydetermine thesta'te of a man's heart,,,Andtd this
we reply that this is perfectly correct. But rvhere we can judge,
and where indeed we are commanded to judge, is a man's teaching.,
The secrets of the heart arr known only to God, and if a man pro.r
fesses to be a Christian we,are clearly dn,perilous ground if wd
usurp the prerogatives of the Spirit and claim,to know the true
spiritual state of the man. But his preaching and his. teaching are
in a different category. They are not secret, but public and open.
They,are expressed in a language which we share in common. T'liey
can be assessed and tested. And it is this we must do.' ,,,,i] ' r,;:i,:i i

But what is to be the test? Is it by the yardstick of the findings
of a large group of professed Christians? Are we to find the lowest
common denominator of all the clamouring voices of present-day
Christendom and use this as a criterion? Surely our answer is that
we test all by Scripture. Another way of putting it is that it is the
gospel which decides whether a man's message is true or false. But
again another way of expressing it is to ask whether the man is true
in his message to the evangel. Indeed, we might as well use the
familiar term and ask if he is an evangelical!

We must beware of the present tendency which manoeuvres
evangelicals into a false position. The moment we accept that we
are a party within the church, maintaining a distinctive point of
view, at that moment we have denied our whole position, for we
have said that the evangelical gospel is not the full gospel. If this
is so, then we should be asking-where is this full gospel to be
found? But in fact we believe that in evangelicalism we have simply
the New Testament gospel. We will be accused of being dogmatic,
of being uncharitable, of being divisive. But, like Luther, we must
reply, "Here I stand, I can do no other." To reduce the evangel
to the level of a contribution to a general theological debate is to

4E3
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betray the gospel. And in the ultimate analysis, the gospel is not
ours to be supplemented or qualified; it is God's gos el, and our
calling is to be faithful in maintaining ir and n-ni:il1"gj1r"..

IMPORTANT NOTICE

When postage charges went up some time ago we began to incur
a loss of 6d. on each magazine. As readers witt doubttess want to
cover the cost of the postage in full, they will understand the reason
for the rise in price for those who receive their magazine by post to
18/- per year. The actual cost of the magazine remains unchanged
to those who obtain it at their newsagent-l/3d. per month. fue
are grateful to those who not only pay the subscription but send
additional donations for funds.

Please note that all orders, subscriptions and matter for adver-
tising should be sent to the Business Manager and NOT to the
Editor.
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CHR.ISTIAN
RESIGNATION

C. H. SPURGEON

This sermon was preached at New Park
Street Chapel on a Thursday evening
early in 1859.

"Not is I will, but as Thou wilt."--Matthew 26:39.
-The apostle Paul, writing concerning our Lord Jesus Christ, says,"Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things

which He suffered." He who, as God, knew all things, had to leain
obedience in the time of His humiliation. He, who is in Himself
Wisdom Incarnate, did Himself condescend to enter the school of
suffering, there to learn that important lesson of the Christian life,
obedience to the will of God; and here, in Gethsemane's garden,
you can see the Divine Scholar going forth to practise His lesson.
He had been all His lifetime learning it, and now He has to learn it
for the last time in His agony and bloody sweat, and in His terrible
death upon the cross. Now He is to discover the utmost depths of
sluffering, and to attain to the height of the knowledge of obedience.
See how well He has learned His lesson; note how complete and
ripe a scholar He is. He has attained to the very highest class in that
school; and, in the immediate prospect of death, can say to His
Father, "Not as I will, but as Thou wilt."

The object of this discourse is to commend to you the blessed
example of our Lord Jesus Christ, and, as God the Holy Spirit shall
help me, to urge you to be made like unto your glorious Head, and
yourselves to learn, by all the daily providences with which God is
pleased to surround you, this lesson of resignation to the will of
God, and of making an entire surrender to Him.

I have been struck, lately, in reading works by some writers who
pelong to the Romish Church, with the marvellous love which they
have towards the Lord Jesus Christ. I did think, at one time, that
it could not be possible for any to be saved in that church; but,
often, after I have risen from reading the books of those holy men,
and have felt myself to be quite a dwarf by their side, I have said,"Yes, despite their errors, these men must have been taught of the
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Holy Spirit. Notwithstanding all the evils of which they have
drunk so deeply; 1^usyquite certain that they must have had fellow-
ship with Jesus, or else they could not have written as they did."
Such writers are few and far betweent but, still, there is a remnant
according to the election of g{ace even in the midst of that apostate
church. Looking at a book by one of them, the other day, I met
with this remarkable expression, "Shall that body, which has a
thorn-crowned Head, have,delicate, pain-fearing members? God
forbid!" That remark went straight to my heart at once. I
thought how often the children of God shun pain, reproach, and
rebuke, and think it to be a strange thing when some fiery trial
happens to them. If they would but recollect that their Head had
to sweat as it were great drops of blood talling down to the. ground,
and that their Head was crowned with thorns, it wouid not seem
qtgange to them that the members of His rnystical body also have to
,quffer. If Christ had been some delicate person, if our glorious
flead had been reposing upon the soft pillow of ease, then might
1ye, who are the members of His Church, have expected to gg

,$rough this.world with joy and comfort;:but if He must be bathed
in gis own blood, if the thorns must pierce His temples, if His lips
must be parched, and if His mouth must be dried up like a furnace,
shall we escape suflering and agony? Is Christ to have a head of
,brass and hands of gold? Is His head to be as if it glowed in the
]furou"", and are noiwe to glow in the furnace, too? Must He pass
Ithrough seas of suftering, and shall we-

.,Be carried to the skies, rijrl i)J [)n$ .irnjlgTiue
i:r', 'r:lmot i ' On flowery beds of ease"? 'luw

rAh, no!, wo rnust be conformed unlo our Lord in His hrtorlliation if
,we would be made like Him also in His glory. .:

So, brethren and sisters, I have to discourse to you upon this
llqsson, which some of us have begun to learn, but of which as yet
,we know so little-this lesson of saying, "Not as I will, but as Thotr
:wilt." First, let me explain the meaning of this prayer; then, urge
gou, by. certain reasors, te make this your constant cry; next, show
:what will be the hsppy effect of its being the paramount desire ol
your spirits; and we will conclude with a practical enquiry,-wftol
,can bring us to this blessed condition? t t ,

v,r;I; Fi.rst, then, wntr IS THE MEANING eF THIS PRAYE&?: "Not as'{
:witl, but as Thou wilt," : , ::. , ,i
.r I shall not address myself to those Christians who.are:but aF
.dwarfs, who know little about. the things of the kingdom. I will
,speak rather to those who do business in the deep waters of com-
rgrutrion, who know what it is to pillow their heads upon the bosom

r
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bfi'Iesoqrblivalk'fuith,God as Enoch dld; and'tootalk \vith Him as
Abraham did. My dear brethren, only such as you can understand
,this prayer 'in all its length and breadth. Your brother, who as
.yet Scarcely knows the meaning of the word commnnion, may pray
thus in some feeble measure; yet it is not to be expected that he
ahould discern all the spiritual teaching that there is in these words
of our Lord; 'but to you who are Christ-taught, you who have
itieconre ripe scholars in the school of Christ, to you I may speak as
unto wise'men-judge ye what I say. r-,, ,  ) t  

' : ;  t : : , .  - a

i.'If yoq and I mean this prayer, and dci iot use if t#[ t$eyc torril'bf words, but mean it ih all its fulness, we must be prepared for
;fhis kind of experience. Sometimes, when we are in the midst of
fhe most'active servicg when we are diligently serving God both
with qur hahds and our heart, and when success is crowning all our
'labours, the l-ord will Iay us aside, take us right away from the'vineyard, and thrust us into the furnace. Just at the very time
trhen the church seems to need' us most. and when the world's
db-cessities are most of all appealing to us, and when our hearts are
futt of love towards Christ and towards our fellow-creatures, it will'ciften:happen 

that, just then, God will strike us down with sickness,
br remove us from our sphere of activity. But if we really mean'this prayer, we must 

"be 
prepared to say, "Not as I will, but as Thou

wilt." This is not easy, for does not tbe Holy Spirit Himself teach
us to long after active service for our Saviour? Does He not, when
He givesis love towards our fellow-men, constrain us, as it were, to
make their salvation our meat and our drink? When He is actively
ht work within our hearts, do we not feel as if we could not live
without sewing Cod? Do we not then feel that to labour for the
tord is our highest'rest, and that toil for Jesus is our sweetest
rpleasure?' Does it not then seem most trying to our ardent spirit
to becompellbd-to drink the cup of sickness, and to be incapable
of doing anything actively for God? The preacher is seeing men
bonverted and his ministry successful; but, on a sudden, he is com.
'pelled to'bease::from preaching; or the Sunday-school teacher has,
by the grace of'God, been the means of bringing his class into an
rintOresting and hopeful condition; yet, just when the class needs his
i2resence most, he is smitten down,'so that he cannot go on with
{ris work. Ah! .then it is that the spirit finds it hard to say, "Not

as I'will, but as Thou wilt." But if we adopt this prayer, this is
tlfhat it means;'fhat we should be prepared to suffer instead of to
serve, and should be as willing to lie in the trenches as to scale
tle walls,. and as,willing to be laid aside in the King's hospital as
{o.be'fighting in,the midst of ,the rank and file of the King's arm5r.
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This is hard to flesh and blood, but we must do it if we present
this petition.

If we really mean this prayer, there will be a second trial for us.
Sometimes, God will demancl of us that we labour in unpropitious
ftelds; He will set His children to plough the rock, and to cast their
bread upon the waters. He will send His Ezekiel to prophesy in a
valley full of dry bones, and His Jonah to carry His message to
Nineveh. He will give His servants strange work to do-work which
seems as if it never could be successful, or bring honour either to
God or to themselves. I doubt not that there are some ministers
who toil and labour with all their might, yet who see but little
fruit. Far away in the dark places of heathendom, there are men
who have been toiling for years with scarcely a convert to cheer
them; and here, too, in England, there are men who are preaching,
in all sincerity and faithfulness, the Word of the Lord, yet they do
not see souls converted. They know that they are unto God a
sweet savour of Christ, both in them that perish, and in them that
are saved. Our hearts are, I trust, so full of the Spirit prompting
us to cry, like Rachel, "Give me children, or I die," that we cannot
rest content without seeing the success of our labours. Yet the
Master, in effect, says to us, "No, I tell you to continue to toil for
me, though I give you no fruit for your labour; you are to keep on
ploughing this rock, simply because I tell you to do it." Ah! then,
brethren, it is hard to say, "Not my will, but Thine be done." But
we must say it; we must feel that we are ready to forego even the
joy of harvest, and the glory of success, if God wills it.

At other times, God wiII remove His people from positions ol
honourable service, to other offices that are far inlerior in the minds
of men. I think that I should feel it hard if I had to be banished
from my large congregation, and from my thousands of hearers, to
a small village where I could only preach the gospel to a little com-
pany of people; yet I am sure that, if I entered fully into the spirit
of our Lord's words-"Not as I will, but as Thou wilt"-I should
be quite as ready to be there as to be here. I have heard that,
among the Jesuits, such is the extraordinary obedience which they
are compelled to pay to their superiors, that, on one occasion, there
was a president of one of their colleges, who had written some of
the most learned books in any language, a man of the highest
talents, and the superior of the order took a freak into his head,
for some reason, to send him straight away from the country where

he was to Bath, to stand there in the street for a year, and sweep
the crossing; and the man did it. He was compelled to do it; his

I- ...-.



The Gospel Magazine 489

vow ribliged him to do anything that he was told to do. Now, in
a spiritual sense, this is hard to perform; but, nevertheless, it is a
Christian's duty. We remember the saying of a good man that the
angels in heaven are so completely given up to obedience to God
that, if there should be two works to do, ruling an empire and
sweeping a crossing, neither of the two angels, who might be selected
to go on these two errands, would have any choice in the matter,
but would just leave it with their Lord to decide which part they
were to fulfil. You may, perhaps, be called from the charge of the
services in a place of worship, to become one of the humblest mem-
bers in another church; you may be taken from a place of much
honour, and put in the very lowest ranks of the army; are you
willing to submit to that kind of treatment? Your'flesh and blood
say, "Lord, if I may still serve in Thine army, let me be a captain;
or, at least, let me be a sergeant, or a corporal. If I may help to draw
Thy chariot, let me be the leading horse, let me run first in the
team, let me wear the gay ribbons." But God may say to you, "I

have put thee there in the thick of the battle, now I will place thee
behind; I have given thee vigour and strength to fight with great
success, now I will make thee tarry by the stufi; I have done with
thee in the prominent position, now I will use thee somewhere else."
But if we can only pray this prayer, o'Not as I will, but as Thou
wilt," we shall be ready to serve God anywhere and everywhere, so
long as we know that we are doing His will.

But there is another trial which we shall all have to endure in
our measure, which will prove whether we understand by this
prayer what Christ meant by it. Sometimes, in the service of
Christ, we must be prepared to endure the loss of reputation, of
honour, and even of character itself . I remernber, when I first came
to London to preach the Word, I thought that I could bear
anything for Christ; but I found myself shamefully slandered, all
manner of falsehoods were uttered concerning me, and in agony I
fell on my face before God, and cried unto Him. I felt as though
that was a thing I could not bear; my character was very dear to
me, and I could not endure to have such false things said about me.
Then this thought came to me, "You must give up all to Christ, you
must surrender everything for Him, character, reputation, and
all that you have; and if it is the Lord's will you shall be reckoned
the vilest of the vile, so long as you can still continue to serve Him,
and your character is really pure, you need not fear. If it is your
Master's will that you shall be trampled and spit upon by all the
wicked men in the world, you must simply bear it, and say, 'Not
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as I will, but as Thou wilt'." And I remember then how I rose
from my knees, and sang to myself that verse-

"If on my face, for Thy dear name,
Shame and reproaches be,

All hail reproach, and welcome shame,
If Thou remember me."

"But how hard it was," you say, "for you to suffer the loss of
character, and to have evil things spoken against you falsely for
Christ's name's sake! " And what was the reason why it was so
hard? Why, it was just because I had not fully learnt how to pray
this prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ-and I am afraid that I have
not completely learnt it yet. It is a very delightful thing to have
even our enemies speaking well of us, to go through this world with
such holiness of character that men who pour scorn upon all religion
cannot find fault with us; but it is an equally glorious thing for us
to be set in the pillory of shame, to be pelted by every passer-by,
to be the song of the drunkard, to be the by-word of the swearer,
when we do not deserve it, and to endure all this for Christ's sake.
This is true heroism; this is the meaning of the prayer of our text.

Again, some of you have at times thought, "Oh, if the Mastir
will only be pleased to open a door for me where I may be the
means of doing good! How glad I should be if I could have eithei
more wealth, or more influence, or more knowledge, or more talents,
wilh which I might serve Him better!" You have prayed about the
matter, and thought about it, and you have said, "If I could only
get into such-and-such a position, how excellently should I be able
to serve God! " You have seen your Master give to some of His
servants ten talents, but He has given you only one; you have
gone on your knees, and asked Him to be good enough to trust you
with two, and He has refused it. Or you have had two. and vou
have asked Him to let you have ten; and He has said, "lqo, I will
give you two talents, and no more." But you say, "Is it not a
laudable desire that I should seek to do more good?" Certainly,
trade with your talents, multiply them if you can. But suppose
you have no power of utterance, suppose you have no opportunities
of serving God, or even suppose the sphere of your influence is
limited, what then? Why, you are to say, "Irrd, I hoped it was
Thy will that I might have a wider sphere; but if it is not, although
I long to serve Thco on a larger scale, I will be quite content to
glorify Thee in my present narrower sphere, for I feel that here is
an opportunity for the trial of my faith and resignation, and again
I say, 'Not as I will, but as Thou wilt'."

Christian men, are you prepared heartily to pmy this prayer? I

F
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fear there is not a single individual amongst us who could pray it
in all its fulness of meaning. Perhaps you may go as far as I have
already gone; but if God should take you at your word, and say,"My will is that your wife should be smitten with a fatal illness,
and, like a fading lily, droop and die before your eyes; that your
children should be caught up to My loving bosom in heaven; that
your house should be burned with fire; that you should be left
penniless, a pauper dependent on the charity of others; it is My
will that you should cross the sea; that you should go to distant
lands, and endure unheard-of hardships; it is My will that, at last,
your bones should lie bleaching on the desert sand in some foreign
clime." Are you willing to endure all this for Christ? Remember
that you have not attained unto the full meaning of this prayer
until you have said "Yes" to all that it means; and, until you can
go to the uttermost lengths to which God's providence may go, you
have not gone to the full extent of the resignation in this cry of
our Lord. Many of the early Christians, I think, did know this
prayer by heart; it is wonderful how willing they were to do any-
thing and be anything for Christ. They had got this idea into their
heads, that they were not to live to themselves; and they had it also
in their hearts; and they believed that to be martyred was the
highest honour they could possibiy wish for. Consequently, if they
were brought to the tribunals of the judges, they never ran away
from their persecutors; they almost courted death, for they thought
it was the highest privilege that they could possibly have if they
might be torn in pieces by the lions in the arena, or be decapitated
with the sword. Now, if we also could but get that idea into our
hearts, with what courage would it gird us, how fully might we then
serve God, and how patiently might we endure persecution if we
had but learnt the meaning of this prayer, "Not as I will, but as
Thou wilt."

II. In the second place, I AM To rRy AND GrvE you soME REASoNS
wHy IT wrLL BE BEST FoIt us ALL To sEEK To HAVE rnp Hor,y Sprnrr
WITHIN US, SO THAT WE MAY BE BROUGHT INTO THIS FRAME OF NIIND

AND HEART.

And the first reason is, because it is simply a matter of right.
God ought to have His way at all times, and I ought not to have
mine whenever it is contrary to His. If ever my will is at cross
purposes to the will of the Supreme, it is but right that mine should
yield to His. If I could have my own way-if such a poor, feeble
creature as I arn could thwart the Omnipotent Creator, it would be
wrong for me to do it. What! hath He made me, and shall He
not do as He wills with me? Is He like the potter, and am I but as

491
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the clay, and shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, "Why

hast thou rnade me thurs?" No, my Lord, it is but right that Thou
shouldest do what Thou pleasest with me, for I am Thine-Thine,
for Thou hast made me-Thine, for Thou hast bought me with Thy
blood. If I am a jewel purchased with the precious blood of Jesus,
then He may cut me into what shape He pleases, He may polish
me as He chooses, He may let me lie in the darkness of the casket,
or let me glitter in His hand or in His diadem; in fact, He may do
with me just as He wills, for I am His; and so long as I know that
He does it, I must say, "Whatever He does is right; my will shall
not be in opposition to His will."

But, again, this is not only a matter of right, it is a matteir of
wisdom with us. Depend upon it, dear brethren, if we could have
our own will, it wouid often be the worst thing in the world for us;
but to let God have His way with us, even if it were in our power
to thwart Him, would be an act of wisdom on our part. What do I
desire when I wish to have my own will? I desire my own happi-
ness; well, but I shall get it far more easily if I let God have His
will, for the will of God is both for His own glory and my happiness;
so, however much I may think that my own will would tend to my
comfort and happiness, I may rest assured that God's will would
be infinitely more profitable to me than my own; and that, although
God's will may seem to make it dark and dreary for me at the time,
yet from seeming evil He will bring forth good, such as never could
have been produced from that supposed good after which my weak
and feeble judgment is so apt to run.

But, again, suppose it were possible for us to have our own will,
would it not be an inf ringement of that loving reliance which Chr'ist
may well ask at our hands, that we should trust Him? Are we not
saved by trusting our Lord Jesus Christ? Has not faith in Christ
been the means of saving me from sin and hell? Then, surely I
must not run away from this rule when I come into positions of
trial and difficulty. If faith has been superior to sin, through the
blood of Christ, it will certainly be superior to trial, through the
almighty arm of Christ. Did I not tell Him, when I first came to
Him, that I would trust no one but Him? Did I not declare that all
my other confidences were burst and broken, and scattered to the
winds; and did I not ask that He would permit me to put my trust
in Him alone; and shall I, after that, play the traitor? Shall I now
set up some other object in which to place my trust? Oh, no! my
Iove to Jesus, my gratitude to Him for His condescension in accept-
ing my faith, binds me henceforth to trust to Him, and to Him alone

We often lose the force of a truth by not bringing it vividly
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before our own mind; let us try to do so with this one. Imagine the
Lord Jesus to be visibly present in this pulpit; suppose that He looks
down upon one of you, and says, "My child, thy will and Mine do
not, just now, agree; thou desirest such-and-such a thing, but I say,'Nay, thou must not have it'; now, my child, which will is to prevail,
Mine or thine?" Suppose you were to reply, "Lord, I must have
my will," do you not think He would look at you with eyes of
infinite sadness and pity, and say to you, "What! did I give up My
will for thee, and wilt thou not give up thy will for Me? Did I
surrender all I had, even My life, for thy sake, and dost thou say,
thou self-willed child, 'I must have these things according to my
will, and contrary to Thy wish and purpose, O my Saviour'?"
Surely, you could not talk like that; rather, I think I see you instantly
falling on your knees, and saying, "Lord Jesus, forgive me for ever
harbouring such evil thoughts; no, my Lord, even if Thy will be
hard, I will think it pleasant; if it be bitter, I will believe that the
bitterest draught is sweet. Let me but see Thee dying on the cross
for me, let me only know that Thou lovest me, and wherever Thou
shalt put me, I will be in heaven as long as I can feel that it is Thy
will that is being done with me. I will be perfectly content to be
just wherever Thou choosest me to be, and to suffer whatever Thou
choosest for me to endure." Yes, dear friends, it would show a sad
want of that love which we owe to Christ, and of that gratitude
which He deserves, if we were once to set our wills up in opposition
to His. Therefore, again, beloved, for love's sake, for wisdom's
sake, for right's sake, I beseech you to ask the Holy Spirit to teach
you this prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to impart to you its
blessed meaning.

III. I notice, in the next place, THE EFFEcT oF rRULy sAyrNG
ewo rrnr,rNc, "Nor ls I wrr,r,, BUT AS THou wrLT."

The first eftect is, constant happiness. If you would find out the
cause of most of your sorrows, dig at the root of your self-will;
for that is where it lies. When your heart is wholly sanctified unto
God, and your will is entirely subdued to Him, the bitter becomes
sweet, pain is changed to pleasure, and suffering is turned into joy.
It is not possible for that man's mind to be disturbed whose will is
wholly resigned to the will of God. "Well," says one, "that is a
very startling statement"; and another says, "I have really sought
to have my will resigned to God's will, yet I am disturbed." Yes,
and that is simply because, though you have sought, like all the rest
of us, you have not yet attained to full resignation to the will of
the Lord. But when once you have attained to it-I fear vou never
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will in this life-then shall you be free from everything that shall
cause you sorrow or discomposure of mind.

Another blessed effect of this prayer, if it is truly presented, is, that
it will give a man holy courage and bravery. If my mind is wholly
resigned to God's will, what have I to fear in all the world? It is
with me then as it was with Polycarp; when the Roman emperor
threatened that he wouid banish him, he said, "Thou canst not, for
the whole world is my Father's house, and thou canst not banish
me from it." "But I will slay thee," said the emperor. "Nay,

thou canst not, for my life is hid with Christ in God." "I will
take away all thy treasures." "Nay, thou canst not; for I have
nothing that thou knowest of; my treasure is in heaven, and my
heart is there also." "But I will drive thee away from men, and
thou shalt have no friend left." "Nay, that thou canst not do, for
I have a Friend in heaven from whom thou canst not separate me;
I defy thee, for there is nothing that thou canst do unto me." And
so can the Christian always say, if once his will agrees with God's
will; he may defy all men, and defy hell itself, for he will be able
to say, "Nothing can happen to me that is contrary 10 the will of
God; and if it be His will, it is my will, too; if it pleases God, it
pleases me. God has been pleased to give me part of His will, so
I am satisfied with whatever He sends."
1 Man is, after all, only the second cause of our sorrows. A perse-
cutor says, perhaps, to a child of God, "I can affiict thee." "Nay'

thou canst not, for thou art dependent on the fust Great Cause,
and He and I are agreed." Ah! dear friends, there is nothing that
makes men such cowards as having wills contrary to the will of
God; but when we resign ourselves wholly into the hands of God,
what have we to fear? The thing that made Jacob a coward was,
that he was not resigned to God's will when Esau came to meet
him. God had foretold that the elder of the two sons of Isaac
should serve the younger; Jacob's business was to believe that, and
to go boldly forward with his wives and children, and not to bow
down before Esau, but to say, "The promise is, the elder shall serve
the younger; I am not going to bow down to you; it is your place
to fall prostrate before me." But poor Jacob said, "Perhaps it is
God's will that Esau should conquer me, and smite the mothers and
their childrent but my will is that it shall not be so." The contest
is well pictured at the ford Jabbok; but if Jacob had not dis-
believed God's promise, he would never have bowed himself to the
earth seven times before his brother Esau. In the holy majesty of
his faith, he would have said, "Esau, my brother, thou canst do me
no hurt; for thou canst do nothing contrary to the will of God.
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Thou'canst do nothing contrary to His decree, and I will be pleased
with whatsoever it is."

So, this resignation to God's will gives, first, joy in the heart, and
then it gives fearless courage; and yet another thing follows from
it. As soon as anyone truly says, "Not as I will, but as Thou wilt,"
'thig resolve tends to make every duty light, every trial easy, every
tribulation sweet. We should never feel it to be a hard thing to
serve God; yet there are many people, who, if they do a little thing
for the Lord, think so much of it; and if there is ever a great thing
to be done, you have, first, to plead very hard to get them to do it;
and when they do it, very often it is done so badly that you are half
sorry you ever asked them to do it. A great many people make
very much out of what is really very little. They take one good
action which they have performed, and they hammer it out till it
becomes as thin as gold leaf, and then they think they may cover
a whole week with that one good deed. The seven days shall all be
glorified by an action which only takes five minutes to perform; it
shall be quite enough, they even think, for all time to come. But
the Christian, whose will is conformed to God's will, says, "My
Lord, is there anything else for me to do? Then, I will gladly do it.
Does it involve want of rest? I will do it. Does it involve loss of
time in my business? Does it involve me, sometimes, in toil and
fatigue? Lord, it shall be done, if it is Thy will; for Thy will and
mine are in complete agreement. If it is possible, I will do it; and
I will count all things but loss that I may win Christ, and be found
in Him, rejoicing in His righteousness, and not in mine own."

IV. There are many other sweet and blessed effects which this
fesignation would produce; but I must close by observing that rHE
ONLY WAY IN WHICH THIS SPIRIT CAN BE ATTAINED IS BY THE UNCTION
oF rHE Hor,y ONr, the outpouring and the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit in our hearts.

You.may try to subdue your own self, but you will never do it
alone. You may labour, by self-denial, to keep down your ambi-
tion; but you will find that it takes another shape, and grows by
that wherewith you thought to poison it. You may seek to concen-
trate all the love of your soul on Christ, and in the very act you
will find self creeping in. I am sometimes astonished-and yet not
astonished when I know the evil of my own heart-when I look
within myself, and find how impure my motive is at the very
moment when I thought it was most pure; and I expect it is the
same with you, dear friends. You perform a good action-some
almsgiving to the poor, perhaps. You say, "I will do it very
quietly." Someone speaks of it, and you say at once, "I wish you
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had not spoken of that; I do not like to hear anyone talk of what
I have done; it hurts me." Perhaps it is only your pride that makes
you say that it hurts you; for some folk make their modesty to
be their pride; it is, in fact, their secret pride that they are doing
good, and that people do not know it. They glory in that supposed
secrecy; and by its coming out they feel that their modesty is
spoilt, and they are afraid that people will say, "Ah, you see that it
is known what they do; they do not really do their good deeds in
secret." So that even our modesty may be our pride; and what
some people think their pride may happen to be the will of God,
and may be real modesty. It is very hard work to give up our own
will; but it is possible, and that is one of the lessons we should
learn from this text, "Not as I will, but as Thou wilt."

Again, if there is anybody of whom you are a little envious-
perhaps a minister who takes a little of the gloss off you by preach-
ing better than you do, or a Sunday-school teacher who is more
successful in his work-make that particular person the object of
your most constant prayer, and endeavour as much as lies in you to
increase that person's popularity and success. Someone asks, "But

you cannot bring human nature up to that point, can you-to try
and exalt one's own rival?" My dear friends, you will never know
the full meaning of this prayer till you have tried to do this, and
actually sought to honour your rival more than yourself; that is
the true spirit of the gospel, "in honour preferring one another."
I have sometimes found it hard work, I must confess; but I have
schooled myself down to it. Can this be done? Yes, John the
Baptist did it; he said of Jesus, "He must increase, but I must
decrease." If you had asked John whether he wished to increase,
he would have said, "Well, I should like to have more disciples;
still, if it is the Lord's will, I am quite content to go down, and
that Christ should go up."

How important, therefore, it is for us to learn how we may
attain to this state of acquiescence with our heavenly Father's will!
I have given you the reasons for it, but how can it be done? Only
by the operation of the Spirit of God. As for flesh and blood, they
will not help you in the least, they will go just the other way; and
when you think that, surely, you have got flesh and blood under
control, you will find that they have got the upper hand of you
just when you thought you were conquering them. Pray the Holy
Spirit to abide with you, to dwell in you, to baptise you, to immerse
you in His sacred influence, to cover you, to bury you in His sublime
power; and so, and only so, when you are completely immersed in
the Spirit, and steeped, as it were, in the crimson sea of the
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Saviour's blood, shall you be made fully to realise the meaning of
this great prayer, "Not as I will, but as Thou wilt." "Lord, not
self but Christ; not my own glory, but Thy glory; not my aggran-
disement, but Thine; nay, not even my success, but Thy success; not
the prosperity of my own church, or my own self, but the prosperity
of Thy church, the increase of Thy glory-let all that be done as
Thou wilt, not as I will."

How different this is from everything connected with the world!
I have tried to take you up to a very high elevation; and if you
have been able to get up there, or even to pant to get up there,
how striking has the contrast been between this spirit and the spirit
of the worldling! I shall not say anything to those of you who are
unconverted, except this. Learn how contrary you are to what God
would have you be, and what you must be, ere you can enter the
kingdom of heaven. You know that you could not say, "Let God
have His will," and you know also that you could not humble your-
self to become as a little child. This shows your deep depravity;
so, may the Holy Spirit renew you, for you have need of renewing,
that you may be made a new creature in Christ Jesus! May He
sanctify you wholly, spirit, soul, and body, and at last present you,
faultless, before the throne of God, for His dear name's sake!
Amen.
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do it with a watered-down message. We cannot do it with a watered-
down life. We cannot do it with a watered-down evangelism.

(From the magazine of Melbourne HaIl, IAcester.)
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Living & Dyingfor God
Years ago I heard the story of John and Mary Gadsrlen, who were

wealthy people living in the shenandoah variey of Virginia. one
day, about forty years ago, a missionary came to their liitle church
and told them about the needs of chini. John and Marv Gadsden
answered God's call to china. They sold their beautiful estate and
went to a missionary school on the West Coast of China. While
they were in school a missionary came from Tibet to ask for volun.
teers to go to the borders of Tibet, where there was not a single
missionary.

. Jghl and Mary wenr up to the missionary and said, ..We will go.';
And they went-over deserts, over mouniains, across treacheious
rivers' .Finally they reached ribet, and there they settled down and
woqke! arlong a tribe of people. They made friends, and they won
souls for christ as God prospered and blessed their ministru. on"
day their youngest child died of a terrible fever. six days later
their second child died. They dug the graves, and they buried them
as their tears fell, and they decided to stay rather than go. Two
weeks later Mary was ill with the same fever, and John fnew she
was dying. He knew he had to get her to a doctor, and there was no
doctor less than three days' journey away in another mission station.
So he made a little raft and put it on the river, and he put Mary on
it. They went down the river the first day, and then oir the second
l?y in the evening they pulled over to the bank to spend the night.
Tl9 lglt_-orning when he got up and was fixingihe raft, M-ary
said, "John, come in. llm not going down the r]ver today. I'm
going over the river." He knew that was the end, and then she
called him closer and whispered something in his ear.

He dug that grave, and he buried his- wife. He put up a little
cross, and then he got back in the middle of the rivir on his raft.
He looked down-friends, home, money, influence. He looked back
up the river where two days' journey would take him to the border
of Tibet, to a little handful of people just out of the Stone Aee. He
lgrned_ the raft slowly around and went slowly up the river, b-ecause
Mary had whispered in his ear, .,Go back."
. What are you doing for Jesus Christ? His challenge to you is tq

deny yourself, your selfish ambitions, your selfish plais, ani to take
up His cross. That means to identify yourself witn christ in the
hospital, in your place of work, in your neighbourhood_no matter
what the cost! We must, to win ,;i";,i;:rl"::;:!:;\,#;W
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Triumph end Tragedy
Stanley Dale, a missionary at Ninia, in West Irian, formerly New

Guinea, was severely wounded by hostile tribespeople in June.
It all came about because people in part of the Heluk Valley had

burned their fetishes. Other folk there requested teaching and two
young men, Jeikwaragu and Bingguok, volunteered to go. They
were killed by these treacherous people who were really annoyed at
the fetish burning. Stanley Dale, four Ninia youths and some
policemen set out to investigate the murders. He takes up the
story . . .

"Near the village I discovered where Bingguok had been
cremated, but there was no trace of Jeikwaragu's body. It was
getting late, so we decided to carnp for the night at the viliage near
where the lads had been killed. The others were still searching the
area, so I started to prepare the meal.

had moved away from the fire in the centre of the hut and
was getting something from a pack when I felt a violent stab in my
right side and saw a five-foot arrow embedded deeplv in me. I
snatched it out with one swift, straight pull. As I scrambled away
from the door another arrow pierced my right thigh. There were
movements all around us. We were surrounded and in a death trap.

"Before I could extinguish the fire another arrow hit me in the
thigh, and when I moved around to the other side of the hut two
more arrows struck me. One caused a wound on the right forearm
and the other penetrated deeply on the left side, piercing the
diaphragm and the bowel. The policemen opened fire and the
attackers fled. Gathering our belongings, we went back down the
valley in the deepening darkness.

"The six hours or more that followed were one long nightmare.
We walked in total darkness at first, but later lit a lantern. The
track was rough. Sometimes we had to wade along the edge of the
rustiing river, sometimes we clambered over siippery rocks above it.
Time and time again I fell. Great waves of pain swept over me.
Twice I gasped, 'Leave me alone, I'm dying.' 'Oh, my father,'
replied the Ninia boys, 'come on.' Gently they took me by the hand
and led
beyond. 'I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the

me
.I

on out of the gloomy gorge and up the mountain

Lord,' was God's promise to me.
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"Early next morning the local men made a litter, and carried me
with wonderful gentleness,down the steep mountainside and up the
further ridge to Ninia. There the Missionary Aviation Feilofrship
plane was waiting, ready to take me to Karubaga hospital and tb
the skilled care of the staff there.
_ 

"I was brought back frorn the dark valley of the shadow of
death, to light and life and the love of familv and friends. But for
Bingguok and Jeikwaragu there was no return. In their love and
loyalty they gave to the last limit of sacrifice, all they had . . .
themselves."

(From the magazine of the Regions Beyond Missionary Union)

lAe should permit the robbing of our goods, reputation, life and
everything we have; but we slnuld not bear to have the Gospeil, faitlt
in Christ, etc., taken from us; and accursed be the humitity'that
shows itself here compliant.-'MlnrrN LurnEn.

The air from the sea of affiiction is extremely beneficial to invalid
Christians. Continued prosperity, Iike a warm atmosphere, has a
tendency to unbind the sinews and solten the bones; but the cold
winds of trouble make us sturdy, hardy, and well-braced in every
part. Unbroken success often leads to an undervaluing of mercies,
and forgetfulness of the giver; but the withdrawal of the sunshine
leqds us to look for the sun.-C. H. Spuncpoi.l.
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SER,MON

CHRIST'S INVITATION
H. M. CARSON

"Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.

"Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

"For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

"come unto me, au ye that labour "n*Xi:X?; tt"tr;3lif; t
will give you rest." This is the great and gracious invitation of
the gospel and it comes from the lips of none other than the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself. It comes therefore with a unique authority.
It is true that when a man is called by the Spirit to preach this
word, he comes with an authority; he speaks as an ambassador of
Christ and he seeks to be faithful to his commission, but he is at best
a human mouthpiece and his authority is a delegated authority. But
this is no mere ambassador. This is not an apostle, o.ne sent from
heaven; this is the King Himself come in human flesh. This is the
Lord of glory issuing this invitation to burdened men and women.
So it comes, I say, with a unique authority; not the authority of a
man, but the authority of the Son of God. But it comes, of course,
with a winsomeness and a tenderness and a compassion because it
is the word of the Son of man. It is the word of the One who for
our sakes and for our salvation was made man, born of the Virgin
Mary. So He speaks as one who knows those to whom He speaks.
one who knows the very depths of our hearts, and as man He speaks
and as man He brings this invitation, "Come unto me."

He has just been saying some tremendous things. He has just
been speaking about who He is and the authority which the Father
has committed to Him. He has made this great claim; He has said,
"No one knows the Father but the Son, and he to whomsoever the
Son is willing to reveal Him." He has emphasised that no one can
know God apart from the Lord Jesus Christ, that Christ is indeed
the way and no one ccmes unto the Father but by Him. "This is
the name which is above every name, and there is none other name
under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved"; and
He says therefore that no one can know God unless the Son reveals
Him. Someone who is seeking to know the way, seeking after God,

501

l,



502 The Gospel Magazine

might well say at that point, "fs He willing to reveal Him to me?
He says no one can know the Father ex.ept the Son reveals Him,
and I am longing to know the Father. Will He reveal Him to me?"
And it is almost as if the Lord is answering the unspoken question
of the heart and at once there comes this invitation to the-seeker,"Come, come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest."

Now to whom is He speaking? Well, He lays down at once the
qualifications of those who would hear and reipond to His invita-
tion. It is those who are burdened and heavy hd1n. rt is the simple
picture of someone carrying a load and he has been carrying it ior
so long he is weary with the task. The Lord says, Come un-to me,
you who are burdened and you who are weary with the burden
w_hich you are carrying, and I will refresh you; I will give you rest.
Now what is this burden? Surely it is the burden thal fie; upon a
man's conscience, and how heavily it can lie upon his conscience.
Now I know that the invitation is very general. I know it speaks
simply of the burden that lies upon the heart and that burden will
be relieved by the Lord Jesus christ. I know it is gloriously true
that whatever the burden, He is the One who meets ui in our needs,
and it is true (and how many christians have proved it in their
experience) that at times when the pressures have been severe and
the burdens have been great, in christ they have found this relief,
this rest, this refreshment and this renewal. yet t still sav that this
burden is primarily the burden upon conscience, because ihis is the
basic, the primary burden. It matters not what u,ord of comfort or
eonsolation is spoken to any other situation, this one still remains
and it is the most crushing burden of all. Other burdens can be
eased in various ways. Time sometimes makes them not so heavv.
or situations change and new circumstances emerge and the burden
or the pressure is eased somewhat, but this is a burden which none
can ease but christ Himself. until this one is dealt with, no other
situation in a sense really seems to count. When a man has been
made aware of his si', the only thing that really matters to him is
that this burden might be lifted.

Not only that, but surely it is the I-ord's dealing with this burden
which is the pledge to us of His readiness to deal with any other
burden. That is why the Christian has such confidence; thaiis why
when he brings his perplexities and his problems to God, it is not in
terms of wishful thinking or a vague kind of nebulous hope that
God willdo something for him. He has already proved God'i good_
ness. This greatest of all burdens has been lifted and he knowi that
any other burden is, as it were, a secondary one, and the very fact
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that God has been gracious in forgiving him his sins is to him a
token that He will not withhold anything that is for his good. Is not
this what is in Paul's mind when he says, "He that spared not His
own Son but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us ali things." The very fact that God has given
His Son to die for our sins, the very fact that God mercifully for
Christ's cake freely forgives us our sins, this is the pledge to the
Christian that God purposes only his good. "The Lord will give
grace and glory and no good thing will He withhold from them that
walk uprightly." So I say that here I believe the Lord Jesus Christ
is speaking primarily about the burden which can lie so heavily
upon a man's conscience.

Now what is this burden which lies upon his conscience? Well,
we go back to man's very constitution. We have been created by
God Almighty. ,We are not in this world by chance. The emergence
of the human race was not some fortuitous event. In the beginning
God created the heaven and the earth, and that very fact of creation
establishes a relationship. God who made us is the God therefore
who has the sovereign right to prescribe to us how we should live.
God the Creator is the God who desires the good of His creatures.
His. rule, if men would only see it, is always for their beneflt, and
His laws therefore are for their good. But the tragedy is that men,
in their attempt to assert their own independence and to go their
own ways, have imagined that God in some way is trying to im-
poverish them and that these are restrictions imposed; so they wartt
to throw off the shackles of heaven, they want to go their own way
pnd they want to forge their own path. Fools that they are, because,
in actual fact, far from enriching their lives, this imagined liberty
brings them into utter bondage and utter misery.

But of course a man can go gaily on oblivious of these facts.
True, God has spoken; true, God has given His law; true, God has
written that law upon rnan's conscience, but of course there are so
many other things to distract the attention and there is so much in
the world to interest and amuse. There are so many things of great
concern or of great pleasure, and a man just goes his way until
something happens. It may be that he is brought into touch with
some Christian and he sees something different in this life. It may
be that he turns back to the Bible that he has neglected for years.
It may be he comes into a church service and suddenly things

: become different. He is made aware of a whole area of reality that
I ne has been ignoring for years. He is made aware of the living God.
I FIe is made aware of the fact that this is His Creator and this is the

J One to whom as creature he owes obedience, and it is at that point
t
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that the trouble of conscience really begins. Because when a man
has seen God in His holiness and has heard God's law spoken to
his heart, at that point a man realises that he has broken that law,
that he has gone his own way, that he has persisted in disobedience,
and as a resuit he is forced to acknowledge that he is guilty before
God, that he is a guilty rebel and that he is a law-breaker in God's
sight.

Now when a man has been brought to that realisation, then this
burden of guilt lies heavily upon his conscience. This is no longer
some abstract theory for consideration in a church service. This is
not rnerely one aspect of Christian doctrine which speaks of sin and
the need for repentance. This now becomes a desperate burden
which presses in upon him. He is no longer thinking of himself as
one of humanity in the mass, but he is now in the presence of the
living God. He is before his Creator and those eyes search his
heart; that finger points to him in his sin, and he knows himself to
be guilty, and there is this desperate burden which lies heavily upon
him. How painful it can be. It is like one of those burdens you
carry sometimes if you are moving furniture; it may be something
with uneven edges and some of the uneven parts hurt your back.
Well, this burden of conscience, this burden of guilt, has that uneven-
ness about it because there are particularly sharp edges which seem
to bite even more viciously into the conscience; the edges which are
there because of particular sins in the past. I think there was some-
thing of that in the life of Zaccheus when the Lord Jesus Christ met
that unscrupulous and dishonest character and went to him in his
home. Zaccheus was exposed to his own conscience for what he
really was. He begins to speak in terms of repaying the things he
has taken unjustly in the past, and you can feel the pain of con-
science as Zaccheus is made aware of particular things and particu-
lar people whom he has wronged. Now the goad is applied to his
conscience and the bitterness of memory floods in upon him. I am
sure the same thing was true of the apostle Paul. You will remem-
ber how when he looks back on the past, and indeed how bitterly
he could recall the past, he spoke about the martyred Stephen, the
one who had been stoned to death. He remembered how he, bigoted
young Pharisee that he was then, and persecutor of the Christians,
how he had stood by and watched over the clothes of those who
had stoned Stephen. Again this rough memory bit into his con-
science. It was one of the things that rankled there in that burden
of guilt which so pressed upon the apostle Paul. I believe it often
happens. I believe the Lord often puts His finger on particular
occurrences of the past and it is like that uneven and rough edge.
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There is an asperity about it, there is a bitterness, there is a jagged
edge which stings and hurts and pains the conscience, and the
burden comes even heavier.

But God works even further and even more deeply, because He
is not concerned simply that we should recall this and that sin of
the past. If that were all, we could so easily take the approach
which indeed people often do take, of thinking simply in terms of
having that particular thing dealt with, and having that situation
remedied. No, God worts in such a way that the painfulness of
particular memories is lost in the greater painfulness of the crushing
burden of guilt generally. I begin to see not simply that I have
sinned on this occasion or that, against this person or against that
person, but I begin to see that my very nature is sinful. I begin to
look upward with a new understanding and to see the face of my
offended Creator, and I say, "Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned
and done this evil in Thy sight." What a burden this can be. Only
a man who has come through such an experience will be able to say
how bitter an experience it has been. How men have wept under
this burden of conscience. You will remember David in the 32nd
Psalm, how he recalls his experience. It was after the time when
God had been dealing with him and he had been refusing to listen.
The word had been applied and David had tried very hard to turn
a deaf ear to it, but then God broke through his defences and
brought him to an end of himself. He looks back and in vivid
poetry he recalls the experience of those grim days through which
he had passed. "My bones," he says, "waxed old through my com-
plaining all the day long." It had been an ageing process. The
burden was so desperate that he felt as if he had aged years during
those twelve months. God's hand was heavy upon him; "My
moisture," he says, "is turned into the drought of summer." It had
been a time when the very vitality of his life seemed to be dried up
and life became meaningless and pointless, dry and empty. Such
can be the experience of a man who knows the burden of conscience
with the guilt that lies so heavily upon him. It is something from
which one does not even escape with sleep. How often a man has
lain awake at night, tossing, with memories crowding in upon him
and feeling as if the accusing hand of heaven is pointed directly at
him.

Well, it is to such men that Christ is speaking. He is saying,
Come unto me, all ye who are burdened, burdened in conscience
with the weight of your sin and your guilt; you who are burdened,
you who are weary. This is the picture of a man who has carried
the burden for so long that he has become wearied in carrying it.
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And when they have carried this burden on their conscience, how
weary they do become. They try to get away from it. You can try
and forget the accusing voice of conscience, but somehow one does
not forget this. The voice comes insistently again and again. One
may try and drown it in pleasure, and men have often attempted
this. Let us try and forget; eat, drink and be merry, and forget this
accusing voice, but, of course, when the immediate thrill has worn
off, when you are removed from the form of escapism which'has
taken the attention for a few brief hours, you are back just where
you started and the burden is as real as ever. You may try to get
ricl of it by atoning for the past, and how desperately men make that
attempt. They know that things have not been what they ought to
have 6een; they know there has been sinful failure; they are honest
enough to admit that, and so they feel the only answer surely is to
do something to try and remedy what has been done. But with all
their efforts, the past still stares them in the face. It is still an ugly
reality and nothing they can do seems to get rid of this burden' In
fact, with the failure there comes an increasing weariness of soul.
When a man has carried the burden long, and when there seems no
possibility of getting rid of this burden, how hopeless the situatioq
becomes. It is rather like a man who has carried a heavy burden
until he is at the point of sheer exhaustion. He can go no further
and he is virtually at the end of his resources.

Is not this the kind of attitude you get when men are beginning
to ask God's way for deliverance? When you listen to a man in thq
Acts of the Apostles, he is not asking some theoretical question in
some rather dispassionate way. He is crying out, "What must I do
to be saved?" "Here is a burden of guilt that lies heavily upon me,
what must I do to be cielivered from this?" When you are standing
listening to Christ as He tells His parable of the Pharisee and the
Publican, and when you hear the Publican's prayer in the temple,
again it is not some mere discharge of a formal duty and it is not
simply a piece of empty piety. This is a man in desperate aggly 9f
spirit and he cries out, "God be merciful to me, a sinner." This is
the kind of praying that emerges when a man is truly burdened with
guilt, and it is to such men that Christ is speaking.

Of course, there are some who will say that this is completely
extreme and they have no time for this kind of talk-this is a guilt
complex that really needs a psychiatrist rather than preaching. Yes'
of course there have always been those who are content with them-
selves. Of thern, the Lord says, "I am not come to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance." For the man who is sure of
himself, for the man who can preen himself on his own attainments,
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for the man who can magnify his own virtues, Christ has no words,
He has no message. What point is there of speaking of salvation to
a man who does not see his need of deliverance? ..I came," He
said, "not to call the righteous, but I did come to call sinners.,,
When a man knows himself to be a sinner, guilty, lost and helpless,
why, this gospel comes as a thrilling word, a word of invitition.
Well, here it is, "Come," He says, "unto me, all ye that labour and
are.heavy laden, and I will give you rest.,' If a man is staggering
under a heavy burden, it is utterly pointless to try to torie frim
to continue. During the war, how many troops faced the bitterness
of prisoner-of-war camps in the Far East, when in some of those
ghastly tasks of cutting roads through the jungle they were driven
9n u1q on relentlessly until they literally died under it. It is point-
less driving a man on when he is carrying something that is beyond
his resources; he simply collapses. And it is poiniless likewiie to
exhort him and encourage him. He needs something much more
fundamental than that. And the tragedy of a great deal of the
preaching and of the advice that is oftered ostensibly in the name
of christ in these days is that it is this kind of exhortation. It is
urging men to improve their ways, urging men to deal with their
problems, urging men to press on further-but this is sheer
mockery. If a man has seen himself to be a guilty sinner, exhorta-
tion is of no use; and advice just mocks him. What he needs is
someone to deliver, and Christ is speaking here of Himself as the
great deliverer. He says, "Come, and I will give you rest." There
is obviously only one way of relieving a man who is crushed under
a burden and who is collapsing under the strain, and that obvious
way is by removing the burden. And that is precisely what Christ
does with the man who is burdened in conscience; He removes the
burden, He removes the guilt.

How does He remove that guilt? Well, clearly there is only one
way of removing it, and that is by a free forgiveness impart-ed to
the one who is thus burdened. The guilt is there because of the sin,
and it is only when the sin is forgiven that the guilt is removed and
the man is set gloriously free. Is not this what is involved in some
of the great statements of the gospel in the New Testament? ..The
blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanses us from all sin." What
does it mean? His blood? Why, that blood speaks of His dying,
the dying of the Holy One, "the Just for the unjust, that He mig[t
bring us to God." His blood speaks of His sacrifice, the Righteous
One for the unrighteous, the One who was "wounded for oui trans-
gressions and bruised for our iniquities." His blood cleanses from
every sin. When the merits of that death are applied to the sinner,
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there is a forgiveness that is total and complete. '.As far as the East
is from the West, so far hath He removed our transgressions from
us." "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." What i word
this has been to many a man. Perhaps in the past this was just a
verse of Scripture. He knew it, but it meant very little to him, but
now, with this desperate burden upon his soul, this realisation that
one day he must stand before God and give an account of his sin,
what a word it is to him. It is a word which brings relief, a word
which speaks of free forgiveness. Of course, John Bunyan has, a
great deal more adequately than I am able to do, pictured precisely
this experience in Pilgrim's Progress, He has pictured the Christian
turning his back on the City of Destruction with the burden of guilt
upon his shoulders. He is moving towards the Celestial City, but
how can he possibly find his way there with this burden? It was
only when he went to Calvary, only when he went to that place
where Christ died for sinners, only then was the burden removed
and he was able to go forward.

Christ says, "I will give you rest." The word that is used here is
not a word so much to suggest the rest of relaxing and sitting down,
and being idle, but it is a word rather that suggests refreshm-ent and
renewal. It is the picture of a man who is on his journey; he has got
a destination but he has simply not been able to struggle along the
road because of his burden, and now the burden is removed, some-
one else carries it, and he is able to stand upright and to walk
steadily forward. This is the picture. When Christ meets the man
burdened with his sin, He not only forgives and removes the burden
of conscience, but He renews. It is the great moment when a man
becomes a new creation in Christ Jesus. Well, it is a vivid word, a
very appropriate word. Creation was the great beginning, when God
did the great new thing and the universe came into being. When a
man has this burden taken from his back, when he is freely forgiven,
when he is cleansed in the blood of Christ, he becomes a new man.
He can set his face towards the future, for he has a confidence now,
he has a sure hope now, and he is going to heaven by the grace of
God.

But Christ speaks here of what is involved in this coming."Come," He says, "unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will refresh you." What does it mean to come? Well, He
speaks further and He says, "Take my yoke upon you and learn of
me." To come to Christ means to take Christ's yoke upon you. To
come to Christ means to submit to His instructions. He was, of
course, using the language of an eastern farm. The oxen were
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yoked, and when they were yoked to the plough it meant that they
were no longer free to wander hither andthither; they were undei
control, they were at the beck and call of the ploughman; he directed
them.where they were to go and they worked at fis bidding. This is
the picture; and Christ is saying-If you come to me, yori tuk" -y
yoke upon you. You no longer think in terms of your own living
and your own planning. It is no longer in terms oi your ambition
and your future. You are now under a new authority and vou have
submitted to a new control. This is what saving faith invblves. It
means acknowledging that this christ is Lord and Master and that
He has absolute rights over me. "If any man," says Christ, .,will

F-.*V disciple, let him deny himself and take up ti, crois ano
follow me." we do not become christians by diciating the terms
upon which we are accepted. we do not prescribe thJ conditions
upon which we will come. It is the Lord of glory who dictates how
He will receive, and He says, Come-yes, come to me, but these
are the terms on which you come. you come and you submit your-
self utterly and completely to my control.
. But He has a qualifying word here. What kind of yoke is He
going to impose? Is this some harsh tyranny that He is going to
impo_se upon us? No, for He says, ..My yoke is easy and mliburten
is light." The man trying to go his own way, trying to shake off
God's_authority, imagines that the hand of God did upon him will
be a desperately cramping experience. It will shut out from him
so many of the pleasures and gaieties of life. lt will be a narrow
and restricted path, But, says Christ, My yoke is easy; it does not
chafe; this burden is light. Again it is the picture of the eastern
farmer-the heavy wooden yoke could be rough; it could chafe the
shoulders of the oxen, and it could make the burden of pulling the
plough even more severe, But Christ says-My yoke is-easyfit is
not rough; it does not impose burdens which aie too hard to bear.
This yoke, you see, is lined with love, and when He imposes His
yoke upon us, we find that this servitude, this slavery, is perfect
freedom, it is sheer delight.

"Take my yoke upon you," He says, ,.and learn of me." If you
come, you must come and listen to His voice. you must come and
submit to His authority, and you must come and obey His word.
He has- just bgen speaking about the wise and prudent, speaking
about those who imagine that they know the situition quite clearl|
for themselves, those who imagine that they can prescribe how they
shall enter heaven. No, He says, I have no words for such except
a word of rejection. I have a word for babes; for those who aie
prepared to acknowledge that they do not know the way, and
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spiritually they are in ignorance, blind and groping-for them I have
a word, and the word is this, "Come and learn of me." To come to
this Christ we must come as those who would plead, not our know-
ledge but our ignorance, not our wisdom but our blindness. We
must come acknowledging that He and He alone can show and
teach us the way, and so He says, "Come, take my yoke and learn
of me."

This is a great invitation. It is the word of the Son of God Him-
self, and what a width there is in it. "Come," He says, "all ye that
labour." No matter who you are; no matter what your background
-He says, "Come all ye that labour." There is only one qualifica-
tion here, and that is that you know yourself to be a sinner. If you
have that knowledge, well, He says, "Come." You may point to
something in the past that you feel is so ugly that it can never be
forgiven, but He says: Come, whatever the past, whatever the blots
may be, whatever the ugly memories that are still there. Come, He
says, because with me there is a full forgiveness. This blood cleanses
from all sin. He does not simply deal with this transgression and
that iniquity and leave some area of the life untouched. His is a
complete and a full cleansing, and so He calls all who are thus
burdened. He speaks, too, with a rare urgency. He has just been
speaking to the cities which heard His voice and refused to give
heed, and what awful words He had to say to them. Capernaum,
He says, exalted to heaven, you wili be thrust down to hell. You
have had your opportunity, you have heard the word, you have
refused to receive it, and there is nothing for you but judgment. lt
is with that background that He then turns and He speaks to men
and women and says: Realise the doom which belongs to those
who reject this message, and I say unto you therefore-Come, come
unto me. It is the insistence that you get in the OId Testament
prophet, remember how he thundered out with passionate urgency,
"Turn ye, turn ye, for vrhy will ye die, O house of Israel." This is
the call of the gospel. This is not the casual invitation to some social
occasion that we can consider and reject if we will. This is an
invitation which has eternal consequences attached, for "he that
hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son of God hath
not life."

And He speaks so graciously as He invites men to come. He says,"Come unto me. . . for I am meek and lowly in heart." What is He
saying? He is saying, surely, that when men come to Him He deals
with them with a consummate skill; there is a gentleness about His
touch. "The bruised reed He does not break and the dimly smoking
wick He does not quench." We may come to Him, and we may
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feel that our grasp of these truths is so imperfect. we may feel that
*:.ut: just groping our way forward, but He says, ,.I d-eal gently
with those who come, I receive them.', We may leel that our-faith
is so weak' we reach out the hand to receive the gift of God which
is eternal life, but somehow the hand seems so weik a.nd our grasp
seems-so puny, and ye'r He says,..I am meek and lowly in [eart,
I am the one who understands, I am the one who deals gently with
the seeker, and I welcome such." Indeed, we may feel lik-e that man
in the gospels who wanted to believe and could not believe and cried
out in his agony, "Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief." How
many find themselves precisely in thal position. They have heard
the gospel and it has stirred something wrtrrin. They want to know
the way, they want to have this burdin removed, they want to be
assured of sins forgiven and of heaven, and yet somehow they do
not seem to be able to lay hold of these promises which God --uk"t
over to them. They see this Christ, but He seems to be afar. Thev
1e longing to lay hold of Him, they are longing to trust Him, but it
is, "I believe and yet I cannot believe." To iuch a one He is saying,"I am meek and lowly in heart." Is your faith a poor patleti-c
thing?-Faith, after all, is my gift to you. Is there liitle grief over
your sin?-Well, repentance is my gift to you. Come, aid as you
come to me I will teach you what your sin really is. Come to me
and I will show you how ugly it is. come to me and I will enable
you to trust me. I will give you that strength to lay hold upon this
gift of God which is eternal life. I will enable you to lay hold of
these gracious promises of assurance so that tirey become yours
and they will thrill your heart and beget a confidenci within. io*e,
He says, for I am the gentle One, the meek One, the One who knowi
and understands, and I will gladly receive you."Come," He says, "come to me." yes, it is to Christ and to
christ alone that we must go. you come to church tonieht-it is
good thus to come and meet in company with God's pe6ple, and
we meet in a place where His name is honoured; we meet in a place
where the Word of God is read and preached, and it is good thus to
come, but we must press on beyond that. We come not simplv that
we might be found in a building-some people delude themselves
and imagine that this is the way of salvation-No, we come surelv
in order that we might come to Him. you come to this Word, do
you? It is good that you should thus come, because it is in this Book
that God speaks to men; it is in and through this Book that christ
is revealed, but you do not just come to the Book as an end in itself.
You come to the Book in order that you might see the saviour who
is revealed in the Book. Indeed, Christ could speak to some in His
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day who were well versed in the Scriptures: He says, "You search
the Scriptures and in them you think you have eternal life, and you
will not come to me that you might have life, because the Scriptures
are they which testify of me." Come to the Book and read the
Book, but come, He says, to me, the One of whom the Book speaks.
You come to listen to a man attempting to declare this great and
glorious gospel. You may come and speak to him about this gospel
-yes, and if you come after this service and speak to me as one
who is seeking to know, of course I shall be thrilled to talk, but what
will I be doing? I will be pointing to this Christ because it is not to
the church that we come, it is not to a minister of the Word that
we come, it is to Christ. "There is one God and one Mediator
between God and man, the man Christ Jesus," and He calls you to
Himself.

I may be speaking tonight to some who have been deeply
burdened, and it may be as I have spoken tonight that God has been
using this Word to bring this sense of burden even more acutely to
the conscience. Well, I bring you tonight, not a word of human
encouragement or exhortation-I would, as it were, just stand back
and say: Now listen, this is not my voice, this is not my word, this
is Christ the Lord who is speaking. This is not some cleverly
devised piece of human eloquence. This is not some carefully
rehearsed sermon. This is Christ speaking and He is speaking to
the one who is burdened, and He is saying, "Come unto me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy and my
burden is light." Someone is asking (I trust you are in the depths
of your heart), And how may I come? Let me give you words, and
may the Spirit put them, not upon your lips, but in your heart.

Just as I am, without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidd'st me to come to Thee,

O Lamb of God, I come!

If I come with such a prayer on my lips and with such a cry from
my heart, will He receive me? Listen to Him again-"Him that
cometh unto me," He says, "I will in no wise cast out." This
evening I am seeking to get your mind away from a man's voice,
from a man's attempt to present this truth and to show you again
Christ the Lord. Behold Him, the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world. John the Baptist, the great eloquent preacher,
the man who stirred all Judea, the man to whom they flocked-
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listen to him as he says, "I am only a voice crying in the wilderness.
My concern is that you should see this Christ. He must increase,
I must decrease." And the one thing He cries out is "Behold the
Lamb of God." And tonight I would point you simply to the One
who meets, not with the righteous, but with sinners, and I would
bring you His invitation. It is a gracious one, but how urgently it
is phrased. It is an invitation to men and women who know their
sin and their guilt, and He says, "Come, and I will give you rest."

Over and over again I find the same promise given to God's
children-"I am with thee." Whst can a Christian possibly lack
that is for his good, so long as lesus Christ is by his side? You are
always guarded, kept, watched over, and cared for by love that
passeth knowledge.-J. C. Rnr.

Give me religion which blacks boots, and does them well; cooks
the food, and cooks it so that it can be eaten; measures out yards of
calico, and does not make them half-an-inch short; sells an hundred
yards of an article and does not label ninety a hundred, os many
tradespeople do. That is the true Christianity which affects the
whole of life.-C. H. Spuncrox.

Oppression and affiictions make us cry, and cries and supplica-
tions make God hean-Joruv Cer-vn.

)
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The silent whisper, "Who's to know.?,'
Conscience Beater. i
"They'll not see that you stooped so low."
I was Devil Dragged.

The lies that led to further lies,
Conscience Twisters.
Defiant speech-but troubled eyes;
I was Sin Snared.

Passion that made Lhe pulses start,
Conscience Pricker:
Desire with the eyes, but not the heart, , , '
I was Lust Led.

Anxious fears of Hell and Death,
Conscience Working!
'Till with almost every breath .
I was Self-Condemned.

"My Blood shall yet restore thee whole."
Conscience Soother.
Spikenard of Peace pervades the soul;
I was CHRIST COMFORTED.

Hallelujah!

P. Hallihan.
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Doctrinal Definitions
THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

HIS FATHERHOOD

PAUL TUCKER

We hear quite a lot about the Fatherhood of God, and there is a
Iot of loose talking about God's Fatherhood. There are those who
would suggest that all men everywhere are members of the divine
family and that ultimately all will be saved because all are the
children of God. Not very long ago a certain Bishop said, "We are
all God's children. What is needed is that we should be better
children." The question to ask is, "Is it true to say that all men
everywhere are the children of God?" Does God's fatherhood
extend without limitation to all mankind? Will all be safe and
secure as members of the divine family? Our only source of
reliable information on this subject, as in any other, is the Word of
God. There we shall see the great, eternal and glorious God bring
Himself into a relationship with His creatures which constitutes
Him the Heavenly Father. Our Lord had a lot to say about this
truth of the divine fatherhood, and He taught His disciples to pray
"Our Father." He told them not to be anxious about problems for
their heavenly Father knew about them. The Sermon on the Mount
is full of teaching concerning the fatherhood of God.

I. GOD IS THE FATHER OF ALL BY RIGM OF CREATION.

He exercises a common fatherhood that is unrestricted and un-
limited, yet we say that the universal fatherhood of God is a lie.
What is the answer to this apparent contradiction? It is a lie in one
sense but not in the other sense. Holy Scripture teaches a certain
amount of universal fatherhood. God is the Father of all by right
of creation. He exercises a common fatherhood which is un-
restricted and unlimited. As creator and preserver, God's father-
hood is universal. Many of the early Church fathers who came after
the apostles had much to say concerning the fatherhood of God.
Clement of Rome said, "Let us look to the Father and Creator of
the whole world." Tatian said, "God invisible and intangible has
become the Father of things invisible and visible." Theophilus said,
"God is called Father because He existed before the universe."

;
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(a) God is Father of inanimate objects. see James l : 17. James
is here- speaking of the heavenly bodies, of the ,uo, *oon "rd
heavenly luminaries. God is Father of all these. Therefore cJ i*
Father of inanimate obiects.

(b) Gocl is Fatlrcr oi the angels. The angels are referred to in
several passages in the o.T. as the sons of dod. See Jbb ls :i, l.
Angels are divided into two categories, the good urio tn. iurLn
angels. God is not only the Fathei of the go6d angels but of ihe
bad angels, too. see Job 1 : 6. God is the o-riginatoi of ttr. *g"rr.
The angels at first were perfect. why did God create the devil
some people may ask? God never did create the Devil. one of the
qerfgcl angels rebelled against God for some reason or other and
the b_right and glorious being was marred and he became the Devil.
See Gen. 6 :4. There are two schools of thought con"ernioglh"se
sons of God. Some think they were falren angers. others 6eheve
that these sons of God were human and beloiged to the line of
C-a1n qd that they mingled with the women wh6 were of the line
of seth. These creatures, human or angeric, are called the sons of
God.

-_(c) Malkind is generally regarded as q child of God. See Acts
17 :24-29. It is clearly taught that man comes in the divine patt;;,
for man has been created ry God. see Heb, 12 :9. The "i�u.!i"ul
version of the Revised version of the Bible says,..shall *."not
much rather be in subjection unto the Father ol our spirits.,' In
this verse the writer is contrasting human parenthod with Divine
parenthood. We have human parents, but there is somethins
attached to that physical body which is strictly related to coo, 

-t-rri

t, !h" spirit. This is brought our in Numbeis t6:22. God is the
_Father of the spirits of ail flesh. Moses uses this terrn again in
Numbers 27 : 15-16. In Ecclesiastes we find another cont.ai. tne
body returns to the ground from whence it came, but the spirit
returns to God who gave it. God is the Author of it. God as the
Creator exercises a boundless paternity.
. II. GOD IS REFERRED TO IN THE OLD TESTAMENI AS

THE FATHER OF THE 'EWISH NATION.
.He exercises a covenant or nationalistic fatherhood. See Gen.

15 : 13, 14. God entered into covenant with Abraham concernins
his seed. Note what He said of it. This is fulfilted in Exodus a :2i.
This is God, before the passover, speaking of His people as His
son. That strain runs through the whole 

-ot 
tne oid 'ie,stament.

There are fifteen occasions in the old restament when Israel is
referred to as a son or child, or God is spoken of as the Father. see
Deut. 32 : 6; Isa. 64 :8;Jer. 3l : 9; Mal. 2 : 10. Not every Israelite
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was truly born again. People such as Ahab were probably not born
again, but because they were the covenant people, Israel was
collectively regarded,as the child of God. God had redeemed them
ald brought them through the wilderness, provided for them, taught
them and sustained them in Canaan. There is another strain run-
ning through the O.T., for there were individual members of the
nation who had a personal experience of God. Remember psalm
.103 : 13, also Psalm 68 :5 and 27 :lO.

IN A UNIQUE SENSE.
' Our Lord is spoken of in the N.T. as the only begotten Son of
the Father. That term is used in John on no less than five occasions,
and when he uses it he does so to show that the Lord Jesus sustains
a particular and unique relationship to the Father. He is the eternal
Son of the eternal Father. "Only begotten" means first or chief
begotten. This is to show the identity between the first and second
Persons of the Trinity. He could say "I and My Father are one."
Remember that the Lord Jesus, after His resurrection, said to Mary
gt !h" garden, "Go and tell My brethren that I ascend unto My
Father and to your Father, unto My God and your God.', Not .,oui
Father"; the Son must never be numbered among the sons, because,
as the God-Man, He sustains a particular relationship to the Father
that is transcendent and superior, that He might have the pre-
eminence.

IV. GOD IS THE SPIRITUAL FATHER OF THOSE WHO BELONG
TO THE LORD JESUS CTIRIST.

This sonship is not the prerogative of all mankind. God has
two families, a human family of all men, and a divine family made
up of those born again. It is one thing to be in the general family
of mankind as a human being. It is entirely another thing to be a
member of the divine family of God through the new birth. The
great perversion of the modernist is that he teaches that a general
fatherhood of God is all that is necessary for man's acceptance. But
that is not the teaching of the Holy Scripture. It is true that men
everywhere have a Father in God the Creator. But it is another
thing to have God as your saviour and heavenly Father. How do
you become a child of God so that you really are a spiritual child?

(a) It originates in the special grace of God. See I John 3 : l.
This is an amazing revelation of the grace of God. That God should
take us from the human family and bring us to the heavenly, eternal,
spiritual family. So that our regeneration is a manifestation of His
grace.

(b) It is founded upon the mediatorial work of Christ. you can-

jj
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not be a believer, or in the divine family, or a member of the house-
hold of faith, and yet be apart from the mediatorial work of the
Lord Jesus, for He is our representative. See Eph. | :5-7. God has
given us the status of spiritual children. God ls related to christ.
See Heb. 2: ll-13. This is a picture of the last great day when the
son with all the redeemed will say "I and the children Thou hast
given Me."

(c) It is restricted to those who receive christ and believe on His
name. See Gal. 3 : 26. In John 8 :38-44, we have the father of the
Pharisees and the heavenly Father. God was the Father of the
Pharisees by reason of creation, but they were opposed to ihe Lord
Jesus christ and so the Dsvil was their moral anl spiritual father.
If God was their father, they would have believed on tire Lord Jesus.
^ (d) Tlp family is certified and sealed by the work of the Holy
Spirit within us. See Gal. 4 : 6. Having believed, God has given ui
the Holy Spirit and God creates a disposition within us wliich will
bring forth the fruits of holiness.

(To be continued)
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BOOK REVIEWS
:.'WILT THOU GO WITH THIS MAN?" By Brownlow North.
i,: Banner,of Truth Trust. 128 pp. 3s. 6d.

This little book follows the republication in paperback form of
Brownlow North's "The Rich Man and Lazarus," and of his
biography by Moody Stuart. Clearly it is the conviction of the
publishers that this man of the last century has something important
to say for us today. Rrownlow North was a thoroughly worldly man
until he was converted at the age of 44. His conversion was a long-
protracted experience of deep conviction and gradual light and
liberation. Subsequently he began to testify privately and to give
out Gospel tracts. His desire was not to preach publicly but to see
sinners saved. Withcut his seeking it, he gradually found himself
speaking to increasing numbers of people and larger and larger
audiences. He never entered the ministry, but was welcomed in
numbers of churches and halls, and eventually formally recognised
by, the General Assembly as an "evangelist." When the 1859
Revival broke out, his services were even more in demand. He first
preached on the text "Wilt thou go with this man?" (from Genesis
24) in Ulster in 1859. But he frequently used the same sermon in
other places, (This is one instance of the repetition of old sermons
proving successful! ) His little book is the setting down in writing of
this and other sermons resulting from his theme.

Here, then, we have simply an exposition of the Gospel by an
evangelist of the mid-l9th century. It will be news to some that
.there were any evangelists before Moody. Yet, although North
regarded Moody as a nran blessed and used of God, he himself was
a different kind of evangelist altogether. North was no organiser,
whereas Moody was gifted more in organising ability than preach-
:ing. North'was accepted as a better preacher in his day than
Moody. Also North's theology was definitely on the lines of the
Scottish Church-i.e., Reformed and Calvinistic.

In "Wilt thou go with this man?" we have a presentation of the
Gospel by a man of sound theology. This is certainly something for
the mid-twentieth century! But we have more-we have it from a
man who has deeply experienced the Gospel and whom the Gospel
has changed radically and utterly. Moreover, we have an offer of
the Gospel by a man deeply concerned for the unsaved. He does
not merely explain, he seeks to persuade men, for he has both

J
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known the terror of the Lord and tasted His mercy. This is a book
which can confidently be given to unconverted friends and prayed
to be made a blessing to them. Before Christians give it away,
however, they should read it themselves, for there is much in it to
profit them. Christians need to hear the Gospel faithfully and
feelingly preached, as well as unconverted people. A book such as
this should make us all more desirous of seeine souls drawn to
Christ. G. E. Lnnr.

"THE CHRISTIAN AND THE WORLD." By H. M. Carson.
"THE LOVE OF CHRIST." By Robert Murray McCheyne.
"THE CLAIMS OF GOD." By C. H. Spurgeon.
"GROWTH IN GRACE." By John Newton.

All published by the Evangelical Press. One shilling each.
"TrrE CnRrsrIAN AND rnn Wonrn," H. M. Carson.

Here is a wise and helpful sermon on Romans 12 : 2 entitled "The

Christian and the World." Defining the world as society organised
apart from God and against God, 

-he 
says, "Worldliness is'simply

coming to terms with the world, being conformed, as Paul put it
here, to this world, adopting the fleeting fashions of the world
around you." He points out the danger of those who would restrict
the term "worldliness" and is most penetrating when speaking about
spiritual affectation. He says, "You know the intensely pious voice
and the intensely pious attitude which suggests a very unworldly
person, when in actual fact it is simply religious pomposity."

Under his first heading, "Relationship of the Individual Christian
to the World," he speaks about our standards, language, appetites
and relationships, and is most practical and down to earth when he
draws attention to such things as the use of an employer's note-
paper, the 30 m.p.h. speed limit, and the student living on a govern-
ment grant working hard at his studies.

In his second main division he deals with worldliness as it is
related to the church and is right at the heart of the matter when he
says, "The worldly church is always thinking in terms of man at
the centre, so that you have got to woo man, and influence him.
The unworldly church has God at the centre, so that the supreme
and prime concern is, How would God have us do this? How would
God have us approach these people? How would God have us
preach this gospel?"

This is an excellent booklet and should be used widely amongst
those who are young in the faith or amongst those who are per-
plexed about their relationship with the world.
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"THE Lovr on Cnnrsr," Robert Murray McCheyne.

The love of Christ is the theme of Robert Murray McCheyne's
sermon on the text 2 Corinthians 5 : 14, "For the love of Christ
constraineth us." He tells us that his object is to show that so simple
a truth as the love of Christ to man, continually presented to the
mind by the Holy Ghost, should enable a man to live a life of gospel
holiness. He says, "But thrice blessed be God, He has invented a
way more powerful than hell and all its terrors; an argument
mightier far than even a sight of those torments; He has invented
a way of drawing us to holiness. By showing us the love of His Son,
He calls forth our love. . . . Forgiven much, you will love much;
loving much, you will live to the service of Him whom you love.
This is the grand master-principle of which we spoke; this is the
secret spring of all the holiness of the saints."

This is an excellent sermon which must have made a deep impres-
sion on those who heard McCheyne preach it and will certainly
inspire those who read it, along the pathway of holiness.

"THE CLAIwIs oF GoD," C. H. Spurgeon.
"ff ever this drivetling age of little men is to be lifted up into

something like respectability, and redeemed from the morass of
falsehood in which it lies festering, we must breed a race of men
who mean to serve God, come what may, and to make no reckon'
ing but this: 'Is this right? It shall be done. Is this wrong? Then
it itratt cease.' There must be no compromise, no talk about marring
our usefulness or spoiling our position by being too exact. Useful'
ness and position! Let them be marred and spoilt if truth comesin
the way, fbr God is to be followed into the jungle, ay,,and down the
wild beasts' throats, and into the jaws of hell, if He leads the way.
God must be our guide, and if we follow God it shall be well with
us. t t

These are only a few stirring sentences from C. H. Spurgeon's
sermon on "The Claims of God." Basing his remarks on Psaln
100 : 3-5, he gives us an excellent booklet with a contemporary ring
about it. God's claims on us are grounded upon His Godhead' His
creation of us, His shepherding of us, and upon the Divine charac-
ter. A great number of people ignore God's claims, or while in

I theory they may acknowledge them, yet so often in fact they deny

I them. If, however, we acknowledge God's claims on us, there is no

I limit to the extent of our usefulness in His service.
I "Look at Martin Luther. . . . He believes he has truth to proclaim

I and in God's name he preaches it, and if there are as many devils in
I Worms as there are iiles on the tops of the houses, it is nothing to

I
I
Ir
L
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LutherSdllG :if the Bleetdf of $Axony tellstrrirn that he wlll'h6 longer
shell.er him. what will he do? Why, he declares rhat he will sheller
himseif beneath the broad shield of the eternal God. When the
'pope issues a Bull against him he.lurns the document,,,What:c9rgd
,he? He would have burned Rome itself,for that qattor._The,,man
had courage enough for anything" , .: j . , , ,",. : ,:,n. This is,an excellent booklet.written !y g,lmasie.{ of,:the,English
language. Read it:-,-it will warm your heartl Jirltewoq erors {cv,

.fi}_( rll I fo 9,]. : - ..5rb in vt:W H.-. In expounding Mark 4 : 28, "First the blade, rhen the e4r, Aftpf
that the full corn in Lhe ear," John Newton tells us that his p"ini irs
to state what [he Scripture tcaches concerning.the nal.ure and esgen-
tials of the work of graqe in the souls of men. He divides his
,,gputkl into three, showing believers' growrh.in g.race in three
,olnerent stages. r. j

This booklet is not easy to read,. probably becauie of the way the
author uses A, B and C. Here is but one example: t'I thihk'the
characteristic ,of ,the state, of A is'desire, and of B is conflict. Not
'that B's desires have subsided, or that A was a strangerlo.,conflict;
but as,there was a sensible eagerness and keenness.in A's,des�f5eq"
ryhich perhaps is seldom known to be equally strong-af{erwardsi,so
Ihere are usualy trials and exereises ,in B's experienca, somewhAt
-different in their kind, and sharper in their measure, than what A
was exposed to or indeed had strength to endure."r r i,:,;,:,,,,",i
-;, While therg mal be appeal in this booklet for somi y6,f ip:i[;
'reviewer's opinion it is not up to the excellent standard of the other
"three booklets. One is much fonder of Newton's poet{y than.of his
.rrose il this be a typical example. ;rr olni ; Doucles AnusrnoNc.
ilrr$J iir.# r,j tl$flei .tl truu ;ioiiui gw li bns ,eilug tuo sd faum boi)

".2U

::"noegruqZ .H .l') mori aecnsJrisil pnirri.tE wsl c qlno ct$ rasrlT
rnlsall no arirsrner airl gniae6 ".boO ]o amicl3 gd'l.. no nomlee
:3ttir lrnroqrnejnLis a djiw lel*ooci Jnsilecxs ns zu a:vig sd .t-t : i]0I
iiil{ ,bt;s{lboi) zil{ noqu bsbnuorg e}tr ?rr llo zmislc z'boO "}i tuocts
-r.rs:.riri: :niviil rrlt nr:qu lins .er 1o pnib.rrllqeila zil{ .al }o nr:ilrirrg
ni elidw ro .zrnisii ;r'l;oD e:ongi elqoeq lo rsdrnun ts:rg A .:.;r
lnrh gsdl i,:i;l ri n:.rtlo oa leg .rn:dl sqbelwon;bs 1sm lcdt 1:trrdl
ofl ai s'igrlj .au nn zrniel:r a'ltc-rD sgf;riwon.,{rri gvr .:svgwod .lI .mgtlr

.trivrsz aiH ni ae:illuigtu'ruit lo Jn:tzs crlJ oj ti lnil
micleorq ot dlurj asrl erl zevgilgd sF{ . . . .rerltuJ nins}vI Js jooJ..
ai alivsir ynsffr 26 srs grsdJ ii bns .ti esrlrserq cr{ gmsn z'boO ni hn-e
{},3fl;rli(}r} zi Ji "aezuorl srlt 1r: eqo} srir fio arli; s:s srsl{J e$-zmt+V/
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.ellirs2 1o agrlcrud:l ln;irr;iii:v:'sli.i io $ni.l iri gninsvs ernsz jrrj'l

ilYfitTiH P A6; frIA' i' "PriE;1
19'r
JerNear the great eathedralrofl Seville, 'by &o,bank' of 'the, Guadal-
quiver, are beautiful orange groyes, with seats under the trees for the
benefit of the passer-by. One spring afternoon (about 1880);.whm
falling blossoms strewed the ground, filling the air with fragrance,,a
man was sitting on one of the benches. The Spaniard, perhaps about
thirty years of age, had a keen, intelligent face. He appeared lost in
thought, as if he were trying to solve an anxious problem.. : . ,i
' Don Federico (for tlrat was 'his name) was brought'up, as a'n
ardent menrber of the Church of Rome. When he was still only a
:boy; with the full cons€nt of his parents and friends; he joined a
'monastic order, and became a friar. The lad was entirely content
and happy at first; but gradually there arose in his mind some doubt
as to the truth and honesty of the Church which he revered. He had
always been told that his eternal: salvation was assured by thg
calling he had adopted; but as time went on his suspicions grew.
His eyes were opened to many abuses going on around him, and he
:saw that he had been altogether deceived. Disgusted with the'pre-
,tensions and hypocrisy that he met, Federico threw off his friat's
habit and abandoned the religion of his childhood. i

What happened next is obscure; apparently for a time he gave up
all religion. But he seems to have been brought into contact with
evangelical Christians, who advised him to get a Bible. This he did,
rand at once set about reading and studying its pages. The more he
read, the more he was convinced that the doctrines of:the Roman
Church were altogether 'unscriptural. But the deep longings of his
heart remained unsatisfied. What he wanted above all things was to
have peace with God, and to know with certainty that his sins were
forgiven. This seemed as far away as ever; his mind was convinced,
,but as yet hll heart was unchanged. , :
, It was this problem that was absorbing Fbdericols attention as he
sat in the orange grove, oblivious of his lovely surroundings, of the
people passing by, and of the shouts of playing children.'ri'What fs
'truth?" he thought; 1'I left the Church because I could not find it
there; what can I do? I have read the Bible; I believe everything
in it; but the words don't seem to speak to my heart. I go to these
evangelical services, and hear good things; my mind is convinced
that their arguments are sound. But I want to know the forgiveness
of rny sins! I want peace with God! and how am I to get it?" :
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., 
That same evening in one of the evangelical churches of Seville,

tne usual weekly service was to be held. A larger congregation
than usual had gathered, for a well-known preu&er wal pissing
through-the city, and had promised to givelhe address. Several
other ministers had met in ihe vestry, holing for a time of;ray;,
rvith sefror T opez before the service 6egan. fhese had t"g*'a L"a little anxious, for time was going o-n. at length the 

"""""g"iirt

hurried in, almost breathless, tor nJnao been deiayed on the;;y.
Seizing a brother minister by the arm, Sefror Lopez drew rti- usiJL,
saying that it was impossible for him to preach the sermon he hadprepared. "There is another verse ringing persistently in my head,,,
he explained, "and I am sure I ought to [1e^acrr on it. But r can't re-
aemb_er where the passage is! " 'TVhat verse is it?" said his friend."Lord, to whom shall rve go? Thou hast the words of eternal life;'
replied Seior I opez. .The other mrnister quickly found the pur*g.
at the end of the sixth chapter of John, ana nanaeo rrim dre op8n
Bible. Sefror .Lopez grasped it eagerly, asking to be left alone. ,ihe
brother mrnisters had their prayer_meeting without him; and
presently it was time for the service to besin.

That night the power of the Lord was piesent to heal. It seemed
?1,tlouCh jhe congregation was electrineO by the burning *oJ. tfrut
t.ell Jlgm the preacher's lips. ..To whom shall we _po?', he cried; ..to
the Virgin-Mary? to St. Feter?. Can they help usi is there untboii
here who has ever been helped by them? It is peace *" *urit, ifri,peace of forgiven sin; can the Virgin or the saintigive us peacet' io
indeed; christ alone can give us peace and satisfaltion; it'i, to Hi-,
to Him alone, that we are to goi He gives salvation ir."fy, nof to
reward our good deeds or our penances. For our sins'He was
wounded; He bore their burden on the cross at Calvary. Christ
alone can,help! He alone can save!" Much more the"pr;h;;
said with fervent power.

In. the .congregation sat Federico, the one_time friar. To that
seeking sinner came the words of eternal life. It was til ;;t
message that he needed. Tears poured down his cheeks; and when
at length the preacher began to descend the purpit rt"pr, r"aerico
could no.longer contain himserf. He rushed ui to slnoi ;i;,
flinging his arms around him, and crying out, ..6h, I have touni il
at la-st! God gave you that message tor 

--e, 
blessed be His name! 'i

What a scene that was! The whole assembly had been;;;ply
stirred by the sermon, and now the sudden action of trr" poorlriu',
unlocked all their feelings. Every person present was in teirs-tears
of joy at the release of Federico-from his burden of sin, tears oi
thankfulness for the salvation that was arready theirs, tears of ,u,o-

)
I
I

3
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pathy with the preacher as he tasted the happiness of knowing that
the Lord had made use of his words in bringing home the banished.

Federico became an earnest worker for Christ, witnessing to all
around the power of the Holy Spirit. Sefror Lopez continued to be
greatly blessed in his preaching; but after some years, on returning
from a conference in America, he was drowned with manv Christian
brethren, in the sinking of the ship they were in-the "Ville de
Havre." His memory was cherished in the hearts of many to whom
his ministry had been blessed, to none more so than to Federico, the

Dnrraenrs.one-time friar.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 152
The whole: A title of Christ.

l. Abel's occupation.
2. Describes the folk waiting at the pool of Bethesda.
3. Having cleansed the lepers, the Lord asked where these were.
4. "Jesus ofttimes resorted thither."
5. Under such a tree they buried Rebekah's nurse, Deborah.
6. He said Paul was beside himself.
7. Over this brook, David fled from Absalom.
8. The strong ought to bear those of the week.
9. "Almighty hunter before the Lord."

10. Not the way to give.
11. Here a great woman prepared a little chamber for Elisha.

SOLUTION OF No. 151
The whole: Weariness Q Cor. ll :27\.

1. Washing (Nehem. 4:23).
2. Enemies (Matt. 5 :44).
3. Adullam (1 Sam. 22: l).
4. Rejoicing (Acts 8 :39).
5. Incurable (2 Chron. 2l : l8).
6. Napkin (Luke 19 :20).
7. Embroiderer @xod. 38 :23).
8. Sick (Jas. 5: l5).
9. Silk @rov. 3l :22).

E
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lsdr gniwonr{ tr-i zaeniqqed orlt be}ast sd e* rrri:ssrq srl: rltiw .{ilisq

Th:,A"'Bible IS the Word
grri{1'rfJl?r fio .ifl{ie{ orfl{,. f ,1. :r\._:ra, zid ni bezarld ,gitrirrg

ff"$;ili"H5,i*,"' Of LiOd';f1;'";i:ffil";jj
rncllw ol yrr:rrr ' l ' , _.J(,ni.-!rl ziH .'.:r.tv*H
cdt .orrrrbe:l or ,. J. GRESHAM MACHEN .,,,1 nsn vririJ;;;;

. T t q t r t s { l  . , , i f  : . 1 ,
After having been prepared for their task by the'providential

ordering of their entire lives, the biblical writers received, in addition
to all that, a blessed and wonderful and supernatural guidance and
impulsion by the Spirit of God, so that they were preseived from the
errors that appear in other books and thus the iesultine book. the
Bible, is in all its parts the very'Word of God, compleiely true in
what it says regarding matters of fact and completely authoritative
in its commands. That is the doctrine of full oi ..plenary" inspira-
t i on .  : ,A . .  i ; J ( r  yL ,  .  t i l  , . r l , ; ,  , -

S9-g 9t the objections to the doe&htdruf the'plenary irnpiration
oJ the Bible disappear the minute a man observes clearly what the
doctrine is, and in particular the minute he observes what the
doctrine is not. i 1 :  !  .  j

In the first place, let it be said that wo believers in thei,plendtt
inspiration of the Bible do not hold that the Aurhorized Veriion or
any other form of the English Bible is inspired (I beg your pardon
for saying anything so obvious as'that, buq do you know, it iJneces-
sary to say it). The Authorized Version is a translation from the
Hebrew and the Greek. It is marvellously good but not perfect.
There are errors in it.

In the second place, we do riot notO tfdi anyioriE of the hundreds,
even thousands, of the Greek and the Hebrew manuscripts of the
Bible is free from errot. Before the invention of printing, the Bible
was handed down from generation to generation by means of copies
made by hand. Those copies were written out laboriously by scribes.
Now we believers in the inspiration of the Bible do not beiieve that
the scribe who made any one of these manuscripts that we have was
inspired. Every one of the manuscripts contains errors; no one of
them is perfect. What we do believe is that the writers of the biblical

This article by the great American theologian is re-printed from
the Evangelical Presbyterian of New Zealand. We exihange maga-
zines regularly and welcome the privilege of occasiondly ising one
of their articles.
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bodkp;'as distlnguished from scribes who later copied the bqoks, were
inspired.. Only the autographs of the biblical books, in other words
-the books as they eame from the pens of the sacred writers, and
notany,one of the copies of those autographs which we now possess
-were produced with that supernatural impulsion and guidancg of
t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  w h i c h w e c a l l  i n s p i r a t i o n .  L . .  : , : r i , i  . , , ,  .  ;
r: At that point an objection to the doctrine:of inspiration arise$dn
the minds of'many people. "What is the,use, of the inspiration of
the Bible," people say,i"if no form of the Bible that we now have
is'inspired? Why should God have worked a stupendous miracle
in:order to preserve the. writers of the biblical books from error and
make the autographs of their books completely tnre if He intended
them to leave the books thus produced to the mere chance of trans-
mission from generation to generation by very human and often
careless copylsts / '

Such is the objection. I have deep sympathy with the people who
naisc it srtWho aretroulhd by:ili It is sueh a very.human objection.
We are all of us so prone to say, "If God did this, why did He not
also do that?" We are all.of us so apt to*demand of God just a
little bit more than He has given us. We'bie all of us so reluctant
tp say to ourselves that perhaps God's way is best, and that in not
givinA us ail, He has given us'j,ust exactly what it was gbod,fOr us'fo
hun".

In this case, what He has been pleased to give us is a very great
deal. He has given us the supernatural inspiration of the writers of
the biblical books. That is much. But, He has also, according to
p,q viep^give{l uq a marvellously accurate, though not a super-
ii1ifu ralljr'*ccurate, transmission, f rom generation to generation, bi
what those inspired writers wrote.

God certainly did not leave the transmission of the Bible to
chance. He did not leave anything to chance; but it is particularly
plain that He did fiot have'iftat to chance. Wasit'by Chancb that in
the early days the text of the New Testament books was so diligently
copied from one piece of papyrus to another that knowledge of what
the sacred writers had written was not lost during the period when
that very perishable writing materiat was used? Is it by chance that
the evidence for the original text of the Bible is so vastly more
abundant than for the text of other ancient books in the case of
which, nevefihehss, nobody doubts but that we have,,a very close
approximation indeed to what the authors wrote?

No, these things did not come by chance. God did these things.
He did not do them by a miracle. But it was just as much God that
did them as itwould.have been if He.had done them by a miracle.

d
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He did them by His use of the world that He had made and by His
ordering of the lives of His creatures. Very wonderfully and very
graciously, according to our views of the Bible, has God provided
for the preservation, from generation to generation, of His holy
Word.

God has provided very wonderfully for the transmission of the
text and for the translation into English. The Bible is perfectly plain
in the things that are necessary for your souls. God will make other
things in it clearer to you as the years go by. Read it. It is God's
Book, not man's book. It is a message from the King. Read it,
study it, trust it, live by it. Other books will deceive you, but not
this book. This book is the Word of God.
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