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I

Heresies and false religious movements often arise from an
unbalanced emphasis on some biblical truth. Frequently there
is also the influential factor of some able and dominant per
sonality. Then again circumstances play their part. Thus a
time of religious awakening may produce one kind of excess,
while a period of spiritual deadness may lead to reactions of
a very different kind.

But there is another important factor of which we too often
lose sight. Heresy is often a commentary on the weakness of
the orthodox churches. An extreme movement emerges
because the whole biblical message has not been preached.
Worldly methods are devised because the churches have
become dormant, inward looking and apparently unconcerned
with the world outside.

This may be seen in many realms. Where there is little
concern in the churches for holiness of life, we need not be
surprised if extreme views on holiness begin to show them
selves. If the second coming of the Lord ceases to be a
prominent truth in our preaching, we may expect peculiar and
unbalanced speculations to grow. If the Holy Spirit is merely
a doctrine to which we give lip service, we need not complain
if others go to extremes in their attempt to do justice to what
the Bible teaches about His ministry.

Our failures and inadequacies which provide the occasion
for deviations from the orthodox faith may be located in three
realms. There is a lack in the preaching of the Word of God.
There is a lack in the quality of life and worship among the
people of God. There is a lack in the witness to those who are
as yet outside. Clearly these are all inter-related. It is hard to
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say whether it is weak preaching which produces a weak
church, or an enfeebled church which gives rise to shallow
preaching. But one thing is clear. The failures of the ortho
dox carry a large measure of blame for the aberrations we see
around us.

What then is to be our reaction? Not, one would hope, th~
reaction of some Christians in the past, which was to try and" •
crush whatever did not seem to fit the orthodox pattern. At ..
the time of the Reformation, not only did Catholics persecute tI
Protestants, but, tragically, the reformers themselves joined
the ranks of the persecutors. We hear of the Protestant
martyrs of Bloody Mary, but we do not hear so much of the
non-conformist martyrs of Queen Elizabeth's reign. Today we
are neither likely nor in the position to adopt such tactics. But
we may follow a similar line by ostracising or expelling from
our fellowship those who are being affected by new ideas.

Now clearly there is a place for godly discipline. No church
worthy of the name can tolerate the spread of false doctrine
in its fellowship. But there is a much earlier stage when the
false idea is only beginning to show itself. Unwise rigour with
some young and enthusiastic Christians can at such a time do
immense harm, for it so easily drives them into the arms of
the very false teachers from whom we should want to see them
delivered. Undoubtedly some of the wilder excesses of the
sixteenth century were due in part to the repressive attitude
of Luther and Calvin. Men react to such repression by run
ning to extremes.

What we need to do is to look at ourselves first and ask
some searching questions. What failures on our part are help
ing to drive good people in this or that false direction? What
inadequacy among us is producing the reaction towards an
unbalanced or fanatical mentality?

But we need to do something positive. We need to cultivate
within our churches the quality of life and worship and
preaching that we see in the New Testament. The only answer
to the tendency to ritualistic services is not a drab evangelical
formalism, but the rich simpliciy of worship in spirit and in
truth. The most convincing reply to extreme holiness teaching
is a true preaching of biblical holiness reinforced by godly
living. The great counter-argument to a false ecumenism is
not simply an exposure of the faults of the World Council of
Churches while we remain happily divided from each other
it is rather the true unity of the people of God who show a
concern for a oneness of spirit in the truth of the gospel. The
answer to worldly methods of evangelism is not merely to
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criticise, but to get on with the evangelistic task in a biblical
way.

But to say that we should cultivate such a pattern of life
and fellowship and witness in our churches is to face the
question 'How?'. Our trouble in the past has been that often
)Ve have not even reached this question. We have been experts
at exposing error, but have remained encased in our own
complacent orthodoxy. Today, however, many of us realise
that all is not well with us. So the 'how' of our question
presses in upon us. To that question there is no new answer
but one that has been proved again and again. It is the work
of God the Holy Spirit using the Word of God as His instru
ment to restore life to His people. Our urgent need today is
not merely an assessment of the situation, though this is
needed; nor even an honest appraisal of our own failures,
though this is sorely needed; but above all a humbling of
ourselves before God that in His mercy He might pour out
His Spirit upon us to renew us and to use us as the heralds
of His truth. H.M.C.

NOTICE BOARD
* We are facing at the present time a steep rise in the cost
of producing the Gospel Magazine. The new postage rates
mean that it will now cost 4/- a year to send the magazine. At
the same time there has been quite a steep rise in printing
costs. We have been expecting this for some time, as such
costs have been going up steadily all over the country. The
net result is that it will be necessary to raise the cost of the
magazine for next year. Including postage, it will now be 24/
per annum.* Orders for the maga,zine and copy for advertising should
NOT be sent to the Editor but to the Business Manager,
Gospel Magazine, 69 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.* Requests have been received for tape recordings of the
sermons printed in the magazine and preached by the Editor.
If you would like to have these, please send a tape and enclose
return postage! We will copy on to it a number of sermons
(depending on the size of your tape!). Essential information
required-please don't forget this-is whether your machine
is two track or four track, and also the speed at which it plays,
e.g. 31 or 71- inches per second. Write to: Rev. H. M. Carson,
46 Moira Drive, Bangor, N. Ireland.
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A PURITAN
ORDINATION

P. TOON
Philip Henry, the father of Matthew Henry the famous

Bible commentator, was born at Whitehall on 24th August,
1631. As his father, John Henry, was a courtier in the service
of Charles I, the young Philip had the honour of being the
playmate of Prince Charles and the young Duke of York. In
1643, when the country was in the second year of civil war,
Philip was sent to Westminster School, where he soon excelled
in the study of the classics. The Westminster Assembly was
then in session and his mother requested that her son be
allowed to attend the daily lecture given in the Abbey by
divines from the Assembly. She also took him to hear Thomas
Case preach each Thursday at St. Martin's nearby, and also
insisted that he attend the monthly fast kept by the House of
Commons on the last Wednesday of each month in St. Mar
garet's, Westminster. The hearing of all these sermons
preached by able and godly men was the occasion for the
beginning of his evangelical conversion.

In 1647, when the army of Parliament had virtually con
quered the king's army, and just before the University of
Oxford was purged of its royalist sympathisers, he won a
scholarship to Christ Church. He spent his first four years in
the University when the Presbyterian party was dominant
there, and this had a permanent effect upon his view of church
government. He graduated Bachelor of Arts about the same
time that the House of Commons, by now under the influence
of Independents, decided to replace the presbyterian Dean of
Christ Church, Dr. Edward Reynolds, with the leading
theologian of the Congregational way, John Owen. This was
in 1651. Philip appreciated the character of the new Dean and j
his emphasis on regular prayer and preaching in the Hall, even ,
if he did not see eye to eye with him on matters of church
polity. It was probably at John Owen's suggestion that he
preached his first sermon in January 1653 at South Hinksey,
near Oxford. A few months later he put aside the possibility
of an academic career to go to Worthenbury, in Flintshire, as
the tutor to the sons of Judge Puleston and his wife, Elizabeth,
who was a cousin of the Dean, and also as preacher in the
parish church of which the Pulestons owned the tithes. By
June 1657, when he was legally installed as parish minister of
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Worthenbury, he was not ordained and felt unable to serve
Holy Communion, despite the fact that he had preached
regularly in the village both on the Lord's Day and on some
weekdays for the last three years.

So Philip decided to seek presbyterian ordination imme
diately.! The nearest meeting of presbyterian ministers was
in Shropshire and to the Bradford-North classis he made a
personal application on 6th July, 1657. Five ministers were
present with Thomas Porter, the rector of Whitchurch, in the
chair. First he was asked concerning the work of the grace of
God in his heart and life. He replied that the Holy Spirit had
dealt with him when he was quite young through listening
to the public ministry of the Word of God and through the
influence of his godly mother. He had discovered his need of
Christ and bowed his will to close with Him, and had resolved
to be guided and governed by Him, continuing in His ways
throughout the whole of life. His skill in Biblical languages
was then tested. Mr. Porter required him to translate and
comment on several verses from Psalm 2 and several verses
from Luke 16. Thirdly, he was asked various questions in
Latin to test his ability to develop logical arguments and to
see the philosophical basis of his thought. This was followed
by questions on divinity, especially to test his knowledge of
the offices of Christ as Prophet, Priest and King. He answered
well and stated that he had read the works of Wollebius.
William Ames and John Calvin on this and other subjects.
Further questions aimed at testing his knowledge of presby
terian polity, his ability to analyse a text and prepare a ser
mon, his understanding of cases of conscience, and his know
ledge of Church history. Finally he was told to prepare a
defence of the affirmative to the question 'An providentia
divina extendat se ad omnia?' (whether divine providence
extends to all things).

One month later he went again to Prees to meet the minis
ters and to defend his thesis concerning the providence of
God. He discoursed for about half an hour and was opposed
(as was the custom in Latin disputations) by some of the
ministers there. His knowledge of the providence of God and

~-------~------

1 The material on which this article is based may be found in
the Life of Philip Henry, by Matthew Henry. and in any
edition of the Diaries and Letters of Philip Henry. There
is a great need for a carefully edited, modern edition of
the Diaries. Letters and other literary remains of Philip
Henry. At present the originals of these are in several
private hands.
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its relation to human free-will and sin was deemed to be
accurate and it was agreed to ordain him, as long as he pro
duced two certificates signed by godly ministers. Happily, he
had already procured these. One was signed by the Oxford
theologians, Dr. Henry Wilkinson, Dr. Henry Langley, Henry
Cornish and Ralph Button, all of whom were Canons of Christ
Church. The other was signed by Richard Steele, vicar of
Hanmer, in Flintshire, Robert Fogg, rector of Bangor, and
other local ministers. The day for the ordination was
appointed to be Wednesday, 16th September, but much to
Philip's disappointment, the ministers refused to conduct the
ceremony outside Shropshire and insisted it be held at Prees.

A notice was posted on the church door at Worthenbury to
the effect that if anyone could produce any just exceptions
against the doctrine or life of Mr. Henry, or any reason why he
should not be ordained, he or she was to inform the scribes of
the c1assis in Shropshire. No one had any objections and so
the great day was held as planned. Thomas Porter took the
chair and Andrew Parsons, rector of Wem, preached from
I Timothy 1 : 12, 'I thank Jesus Christ, who hath enabled me,
for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry'.
Then Philip was required to make a confession of his faith.
His statement was as follows:

'The ground and rule of my faith towards God is the Scrip
tures of the Old and New Testament. I believe that they were
written by holy men immediately inspired by the Holy Ghost;
having found the efficacy of them, in some measure, upon my
own heart, I believe they are further able to make me wise
to salvation.

'Concerning God, I believe that He is and that He is the
Rewarder of those that diligently seek Him. The Trinity of
Persons in the Unity of the Godhead I own and receive as a
truth, and admire and adore as a mystery; though no man hath
seen God at any time, yet the only begotten Son, which is in
the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him; and what He
hath declared concerning Him, that I believe. I believe that
God is a Spirit, for the Son hath said, "God is a Spirit".
I believe that He hath life in Himself and that He hath given
to the Son to have life in Himself. I believe all things were
made by Him, and without Him was not anything made that
was made. 1 believe by His providence He preserves, guides,
and governs all the creatures, according to the purpose of His
own will, to His own glory; for the Father worketh hitherto,
and the Son also worketh.

'I believe He made man upright after His own image and
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likeness. which image consisteth in knowledge. righteousness.
and true holiness; but man, by sin, lost it.

'I believe we were all in the loins of our first parents. and
that they stood and fell as public persons. and upon that
account justly. without any colour of wrong, we bear our
share. both in the guilt of their disobedience. and also the
corruption of nature following thereupon; so that we came
into the world children of wrath. and heirs of the curse. one.
as well as another; enemies of God. hating Him, and hated of
Him: averse to what is good. and prone to all manner of evil.
Though all are born in this condition. yet there are some that
do not die in it.

'I believe there is a Mediator, and there is but one Mediator
between God and men, the Man, Christ Jesus. Those whom
the Father hath from everlasting pitched His love upon. and
given to Christ. not because of works foreseen. but merely of
A:is free grace; for those 1 believe Christ was sent forth into
the world. made of a woman, made under the law; for their
sakes He sanctified Himself, and became obedient to death.
even the death of the cross; wherefore God also highly exalted
Him; and having raised Him from the dead on the third day.
set Him at His own right hand. where He lives to make inter
cession for those for whom He shed His blood. All these elect
redeemed ones, T believe, are. in due time. sooner or later. in
their lives. effectually called, washed. sanctified. justified, in
the name of the Lord Jesus. and by the Spirit of our God.

'I believe that the righteousness of Christ alone, appre
hended by faith. is the matter of our justification before God;
and that no flesh can stand in His sight upon any other terms,
for He is the Lord our Righteousness. and in Him only the
Father is well pleased.

'I believe the work of sanctification, managed by the Spirit.
who dwelleth in us, though. in respect of parts. it be complete.
for the whole man is renewed; yet. in respect of degrees, it is
not fully perfected till we come to glory; and 1 believe all that
are justified shall be glorified; for we are kept by the power of
God, through faith. unto salvation.

'I believe the gathering in, and building up, of saints. is the
special end why pastors and teachers are appointed in the
church; and that Jesus Christ. according to His promise. will
be with them. in that work to the end of the world.

'The two sacraments of the New Testament, Baptism and
the Lord's Supper, 1 receive and own as signs and seals of the
covenant of grace; the former instituted by our Lord Jesus. as
a sign and seal of our engrafting into Him. due of right to all
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the infants of believing parents, and but once to be adminis
tered; the other instituted by our Lord Jesus in the night
wherein He was betrayed, to show forth His death and to
seal the benefits purchased thereby to His Church and people,
and to be often repeated.

'When the body returns to the dust, 1 believe the soul
returns to God that gave it; and that immediately it receives
from Him the sentence, according to what hath been done in
the flesh, either, "Come, inherit the kingdom", or "Depart,
accursed, into everlasting fire".

'I believe, besides this, that there will be a day of general
judgement in the end of the world, wherein we must all appear
before the tribunal of Jesus Christ; and that our bodies being
raised, by an almighty power, from the dust, shall be united
to the same souls again, and shall partake with them, in the
same conditions, either of happiness or misery, to all eternity.
Those that have done good shall come forth unto the resur
rection of life, and those that have done evil, to the resurrec
tion of damnation.

'This is the sum and substance of my faith, into which 1 was
baptised, and in which, by the grace of God, 1 will live and
die.'

The confession of faith being finished, Mr. Parsons, follow
ing the directions in the Directory for Public Worship, pro
duced by the Westminster Assembly, asked him the following
questions to which he gave satisfactory answers:

1. What are your ends in undertaking the work and calling
of a minister?

2. What are your purposes as to diligence and industry in
this calling?

3. Do you mean to be zealous and faithful in the defence
of truth and unity, against error and schism?

4. What is your persuasion of the truth of the Reformed
Religion?

5. What do you intend to do when the Lord shall alter your
condition and bring a family under your charge?

6. Will you, in humility and meekness, submit to admoni
tion and discipline?

7. What if troubles, persecutions and discouragements
arise, will you hold out to the end notwithstanding?

Then Mr. Parsons prayed for God's blessing to be with
Philip Henry. After he had finished praying, the five ministers
present laid their hands upon him in solemn ordination. Philip
returned to his seat to witness the ordination of five other
young men who were also ordained after making their con-
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fessions of faith. The service concluded with an exhortation
from John MaIden, curate of Newport.

The classis gave Philip and other young men certificates of
ordination. Philip's read as follows:

Whereas Mr. Philip Henry of Worthenbury, in the
County of Flint, Master of Arts, hath addressed himself to
us, authorised by an ordinance of both Houses of Parlia
ment, of the 29th of August, 1648, for the ordination of
ministers, desiring to be ordained a presbyter, for that he
is chosen and appointed for the work of the ministry at
Worthenbury, in the County of Flint, as by a certificate
now remaining with us, touching that his election and
appointment appeareth. And he having likewise exhibited
a sufficient testimonial of his diligence and proficiency in
his studies and unblameableness of his life and conversa
tion, he hath been examined according to the rules for
examination in the said ordinance expressed; and there
upon approved, there being no just exception made, nor
put in against his ordination and admission. These may
therefore testify to an to whom it may concern that upon
the 16th day of September, 1657, we have proceeded
solemnly to set him apart for the office of a presbyter, and
work of the ministry of the gospel, by laying on of our
hands with fasting and prayer. By virtue thereof we do
declare him to be a lawful and sufficiently authorised
minister of Jesus Christ. And having good evidence of his
lawful and fair calling, not only to the work of the minis
try, but to the exercise thereof at the chapel at Worthen
bury, we do hereby send him thither, and actually admit
him to the said charge, to perform all the offices and duties
of a faithful pastor there, exhorting the people in the name
of Jesus Christ willingly to receive and acknowledge him
as the minister of Christ, and to maintain and encourage
him in the execution of his office, that he may be able to
give up such an account to Christ of their obedience to his
ministry, as may be to his joy, and their everlasting com
fort. In witness whereof, we the presbyters of the Fourth
Class in the County of Salop commonly called Bradford
North Class, have hereunto set our hands, this 16th day
of September, in the year of our Lord God, 1657.

THOMAS PORTER, Moderator.
ANDREW PARSONS, minister of Wem.
AYLMAR HAUGHTON, minister of Prees.
JOHN MALDEN, minister of Newport.
RICHARD STEELE. minister of Hanmer.

1- ........
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It is remarkable to note that Richard Steele also officiated

at the ordination of Matthew Henry on 9th May, 1687, some
thirty years later.

In his diary, Philip described his feelings at the ordination
service. 'Methoughts I saw much of God in carrying on of the
the work of this day. Oh, how good is the Lord; He is good
and doth. good; the remembrance of it I shall never lose; to
Him be glory. I made many promises of diligence, faithful
ness, &c., but I lay no stress at all on them, but on God's
promise to me, that He will be with His ministers always to
the end of the world. Amen, Lord, so be it. Make good Thy
word unto Thy servant, wherein Thou hast caused me to put
my trust.' Philip's piety was wholehearted and of all the
ejected ministers he was the one 'most generally honoured for
holy living'.2 He took his ordination seriously and the parish
of Worthenbury lost a faithful pastor and teacher when on
24th October, 1661, he was forced to vacate his living.

2A. G. Matthews, Ca/amy Revised, Oxford, 1934, p. 257.
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The Perseverance
of the Saints

491

H. M. CARSON
A sermon preached in Hamilton Road
Baptist Church, Bangor, on Sunday
morning, 5th November, 1967.

'Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ' (Philippians 1 : 6).

In the margin you will notice that there are various other
translations: 'will finish it' or 'will perfect it', and so we may
render the verse 'Being confident of this very thing, that he
which hath begun a good work in you will bring it to per
fection, bring it to its goal, until the day of Jesus Christ'.

The apostle has already been speaking about the joy he has
as he thinks about the fellowship in the gospel which he has
enjoyed with these PhiIippian believers. He is praying for
them but he is praying for them with confidence. He is thank
ing God for them; he is rejoicing. But you can only rejoice if
there is a measure of certainty. It is very pleasant to go out
for a drive on a sunny afternoon, but if you are not very sure
about your brakes, your enjoyment of the scenery will be
modified somewhat by your consideration of what may happen
on a steep hill. You may be enjoying the very pleasant holiday
overseas, but if there is an uncertainty as to whether you will
be able to pay your bills at the end of the holiday, once again
your enjoyment will not be complete. If you are going to have
a joy that is abiding and lasting, it must have as a background
a measure of security and of certainty. That is why Paul
rejoices with a joy that is unfeigned. His thanksgiving has this
measure of certainty because he is persuaded that the God
who has begun a good work in PhiIippi will continue. So he
says, 'I rejoice; I thank God for you; I praise God for your
fellowship in the gospel because I am persuaded of this very
thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ'.

Now here the apostle Paul is dealing with one of the great
truths of the gospel. It has been summarised by the phrase
'the everlasting security of the believer'; it has also been ex
pressed as 'the perseverance of the saints'. Of course, those



492 The Gospel Magazine

two phrases, honoured phrases in the history of Christian doc
trine, are simply emphasising two aspects of the same truth.
The everlasting security of the believer-that God keeps His
hand firmly upon His people to bring them to glory; the
perseverance of the saints-that those who are God's people
persevere in lives of holiness until that day when they see Him
face to face. Indeed, you have these two aspects here in this
chapter. Paul speaks in verse 6 about the everlasting security
of the believer. God who has begun a good work will perform
it. But he has also been speaking about the perseverance of
the saints. He is remembering their fellowship in the gospel
from the first day until now, and there has been an element of
endurance in that fellowship. He is not engaged in an act of
wishful thinking. He has already seen evidence all around him
in Philippi that God has been at work. He has seen in the
transformed lives of these men and women the evident token
of the Spirit's regenerating power. And so linking God's
promises and God's character and God's covenant with His
people, there were evident signs and tokens of God's working
among them.

Paul says, 'I am confident, I am fully persuaded of this very
thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will per
form it until the day of Jesus Christ'. And I am persuaded
that this is one of the great undergirding truths of the Scrip
ture. That is what really gives assurance to the believer. Now
I know there has been debate and discussion on this matter
and there are some true Christians who would say that you can
be saved today and lost tomorrow. The interesting thing is,
although they do not always realise it, that evangelicals who
take that line are saying precisely the same thing as the church
of Rome, because this is the Roman position. As far as the
church of Rome is concerned, you prepare yourself by good
works for justifying grace, and having received justifying
grace, you may then lose it. That is why Rome will not allow
their people to have any measure of assurance. They would
say that the assurance you have got, or what you call assur
ance, is presumption, and if any man says that he is un
doubtedly saved he may thereby know that he is undoubtedly
damned; because this claim to assurance is nothing but empty
presumption. So Rome would, of course, endorse whole
heartedly that you may be saved today and lost tomorrow.
But I do not believe that the New Testament endorses it. You
cannot be born again, and again and again. The Lord says, 'I
give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of my hand'. When the Lord
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does a work He does not do it by halves: He does a work that
is perfect and complete. When He begins a good work He will
perform it, He will perfect it, He will bring it to its destined
goal in the day of the Lord Jesus Christ.

So this morning we look together at this great doctrine of
the perseverance of the saints, the everlasting security of the
believer. What are the grounds of our confidence? Why is
Paul so sure? Well, it is because this matter of our salvation
is a work of God. God begins it, God continues it, God com
pletes it. He which hath begun a good work in you-why, He
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. Our salvation
begins, continues, and ends in God, that is why we have such
confidence. It begins with God. Our salvation is not in terms
of God finding us as a person finds flowers during a saunter
through the countryside on a summer afternoon, picking a
bunch here and picking another one there. It is rather in terms
of the gardener who is considering a new garden; he draws up
his plans carefully, and long before he puts a spade in for the
first time, he has in his mind's eye the whole landscaping effect
he is going to produce, so that when he begins to dig he is
working according to a plan and a pattern. And that is how
God works. God begins His work long before He calls us and
regenerates us. Indeed, the Scripture takes you back even
beyond Calvary, it takes you back even beyond creation and
it gives you this vision of the God who purposed to send His
Son to die, and of the Son of God who gladly accepted the
commission and covenanted with His Father to go that He
might save His people from their sins. God's caU to us is
rooted in God's eternal purpose. It is God who begins the
work. The commencement of our salvation is in the grace of
God Almighty.

Now I think one of our troubles in the matter of this doc
trine is that often we argue from experience and produce a
truth, or what we think is a truth, based on experience rather
than arguing from the Scripture. What do I mean? I mean
just this. I say to someone, 'I believe the Scripture teaches
quite plainly that when God begins He will assuredly com
plete'; and that person immediately comes back and says, 'But
I know this one and that one and they used to be Christians,
they believed and they followed on, and now they are no
where; they are not interested, and so quite clearly it is possible
to fall away and be lost'. But surely this is no way of arguing.
This is arguing from an experience which in actual fact turns
out not to be a real experience of the grace of God but a
merely human experience. Our argument must be based not
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on what we see in this person's life and that person's life. but
it must be based primarily on God's purposes and God's
promises and God's covenant with His people. I would say
concerning such people who once apparently believed and now
there is no interest at all. that they never really did believe;
they were never really born again of the Spirit. It is. after all.
possible for us to begin the work. But Paul is speaking about
those in whom God begins the work. We begin the work when
we become interested in the gospel and we decide that we must
try and obey this gospel and we must try and follow the Lord
Jesus Christ. But because it is our work it peters out. Our
work will never face testing days. It is only when God begins
the work that it continues.

Sometimes the work is begun by man. I would say that· one
of the reasons that people query this doctrine is because of the
present situation in our churches. For the past generation, by
high-pressure methods we have succeeded in producing a great
string of professions of faith which have simply petered out in
a very short time. I remember visiting the Universities after
evangelistic missions and I am afraid that sometimes the
result. a very short time after the excitement of the mission.
was terrible decline. Men had been moved to make profes
sions but they were not even interested any longer. A profes
sion of faith can be due to the person's own endeavour or to
the impact of someone else upon that person. We do not claim
that every profession will endure. We are saying that it is when
God begins a work. when God really begins a work. He will
continue it.

God does continue His work. When He works in a man He
awakens him. It is rather like finding someone in a drunken
stupor lying in his vomit and his filth. and someone shakes
him to wake him up to try and sober him up. God finds us in
the filth of our sin and He shakes us and arouses us. and when
He opens our eyes we see ourselves as we really are, sinful and
unclean. God shakes us awake that we might see the glory and
the purity of His Son. that we might hear the words by which
we might be saved. by which we may be cleansed. He turns us
from our sin and from our filth to humble faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. He begins the work. and having begun the work,
says the apostle. He continues the work. We are new people
now, born of the Spirit. We have been liberated. emancipated;
we have been taken from the kingdom of darkness and trans
lated into the Kingdom of God's dear Son. But while we have
new life, while we have the liberty of the sons of God. at every
point we find that it is God who is working in us. That is what
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Paul says in this very epistle: 'Now, you Christians, you are
new men and new women in Christ; well, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God that worketh
in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure'. Your very
willingness to go on in the Christian life is due to Him and
your performance of those desires for holiness are due to Him,
for the God who begins is the God who continues.

And He is the God who brings this process, this work, to its
glorious consummation; 'He will perfect it until the day of
Jesus Christ'. God does not fail in His task, because, you see,
God ha.s a goal in view, and that goal is that we might be like
Christ. The Bible begins in Genesis and it ends in Revelation.
It looks back to a man made in God's image and a man who
through sin lost that image, and the image became horribly
defaced. It looks forward to a great company of men in glory,
men in whom the image has been renewed, who bear the image
of the heavenly Man, Christ Jesus-and in between is the
whole story of God's great saving work. God reached down
to a fallen humanity and God is continuing to reach down and
will do so until the day of Jesus Christ. He is taking men from
this rebellious mass, He is remaking them, refashioning them,
and the image reappears until that day when it will be per·
fectly seen in those who have been redeeemed and kept and
glorified. All the time you see God is working with that day
in view, the day of Jesus Christ; the final day of the purposes
of God, when the heavens are cloven asunder and this Lord
Jesus Christ descends in power and great glory to take His
people to be with Himself for ever. That is the end that God
has in view and He purposes that everyone of His blood·
bought children shall be brought to that day, so that in the
presence of this Christ they shall to all eternity praise the God
who began a good work and continued that work and has per
fected it at the day of Jesus Christ.

We have this confidence because of the very character of
God, because God is a faithful God. We said God had a pur
pose before the world began-He purposed to bring many sons
to glory. He purposed that there should be a great multitude
which no man can number who in that last day would be
before the Throne. Does God form a purpose and then fail to
carry it out? Surely that is absurd! If God forms a purpose
He will assuredly carry it out to its completion. We have our
plans; we form our plans to do this and that, but then we lose
interest. It may be that we have some hobby or something in
which we are engaged, but it lies there-we intend to do it, but
somehow we never got round to finishing the job off. The
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average man is usually beset with jobs around the house which
he is about to do or about to get completed, but often a job is
there waiting. Sometimes, of course, circumstances beat us.
We have some scheme in view and we discover we have not
enough money to carry it out; or something intervenes, it may
be that we are ill and we simply cannot carry through the plan.
But God it not like this. God does not begin something and
then lose interest. God does not form a purpose and then get
distracted by some other consideration that He no longer COD

centrates on what He is doing. This is the God who begins
and continues. And God, of course, is not subject to circum
stance. This is the great and lofty One who inhabits eternity.
This is the One who is above and beyond the chances and
changes of time. 'From everlasting to everlasting, Thou art
God.' The Scriptures present this world as the ebb and flow
of events, the movements of history, the schemes and counter
schemes of men. But there is a picture above and beyond it
all, the over orbing glory of God, the majestic One. the One
who is high above. This' is not a God who is locked in His
own creation. This is not a God who is trapped by the cir
cumstances of the moment. This is the God who works all
things after the counsel of His own will. And Paul is surely
saying, 'This God does not falter, this God does not fail to
carry out His purposes. If He has begun a good work in you,
you may be assured that He will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ'.

I believe there is another reason why we may have such
confidence. Behind the salvation of any man there stands the
Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. We go back again and again
in thought to that Cross where the Lord died for us. We go
back with thanksgiving and I believe we should go back with
confidence. Did God do that, did He give His own Son to die.
and will He fail to carry to its climax that work which His Son
did at Calvary? Will God squander the riches which Christ
effected by His death? Will God fail to honour the blood that
was shed? Did Christ cry in vain, 'It is finished'? 'The work
of salvation is complete'-was it an empty cry? Is Christ
going to be mocked by the fact that some of those for whom
He died will be lost in the last day? Well, the whole thing is
ridiculous surely. Christ did a perfect work, a complete work.
He truly saved His people. That was the word that was spoken
before His birth: 'Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall
save His people from their sins'. He did not make it possible
at Calvary for His people to save themselves. He really saved
them from their sins. He did a work which ensured their

••
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eternal salvation.
But there is a practical aspect of all this. The New Testa

ment does not present this or that doctrine simply to achieve
a complete system of Christian truth. Paul was not concerned
to see Christians who with impeccable orthodoxy could argue
about fine points of doctrine. He was interested rather in
seeing within the churches godly men and women living holy
lives and reaching out to others with the gospel. To study the
biblical teaching on the perseverance of the saints is not a
merely theoretical exercise. It should have a deep impact on
our life and work and witness.

This is a truth which enables us to pray with confidence.
When we pray with this truth in mind we do not even need to
qualify our praying by 'If it be Thy will'. There are certain
realms into which we enter in prayer and we are not sure just
how God is going to act, and therefore we cannot pray with
certainty; we cast ourselves upon God; He is the One who
knows what He purposes to do and so we do say 'If it be Thy
will'-'Nevertheless not my will but Thine be done'. But here
is a realm of certainty. As we look each one of us at our own
salvation, and if we pray that God will sustain us, there is no
'If it be Thy will' here; there is no 'maybe' or 'possibly'. We
know that this is God's great purpose and so we pray with
confidence and with assurance, and indeed with boldness, as
we come to the Throne of Grace.

This is a truth, too, which brings constancy in times of
persecution. Paul has spoken about 'fellowship in the gospel
from the first day until now' and fellowship in the gospel did
not simply mean the first century equivalent of a cup of tea
and a biscuit and a friendly chat. Fellowship in the gospel in
Philippi meant suffering for Christ's sake. That church had
been born in suffering. That church came to the birth when
Paul and Silas were beaten and thrown into a prison and with
smarting backs lay in the dungeon. It was through an ex
perience of pain that the church in Philippi came to birth. And
fellowship in the gospel always means suffering. Obviously
in our situation it does not mean the kind of suffering that they
faced at Philippi, although there are parts of the world today
where some of our brethren are going through this experience;
but there are testing aspects of living for Christ. There are
demanding days that confront us and I believe that what
gives us constancy in face of trial, in face of affliction, in face
of disappointments, is this great truth, that the God who has
begun a good work in us will perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ.

•
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This is not a truth that should lead to complacency. This is
not in order that we might clap ourselves on the back, con
gratulate ourselves that we are God's children and think that
all is well now. The eternal security of the believer involves
the perseverance of the saints, and indeed if a man can say, 'I
am saved because I made a profession five years ago and that
is all there is to it'; well, I would say, 'Man, you had better go
back and have a look at that profession, whether you ever did
come to Christ', because a man who can talk like that is show
ing sure evidence that he never has begun and that is why the
New Testament will say, 'Test yourself whether you be in the
faith or no'. It is not simply a case of 'I professed faith in
Christ'. The real question is this-Is there evidence in your
life that that profession was something more than a mere
moving of your own feelings? Is there evidence within you
that God has worked? That is why John stresses in his epistle
that we know that we have passed from death unto life because
we love the brethren; we know we have passed from death
unto life because we love Him, because we hate sin. If there is
no evidence of the beginning of God's work, well, it is utter
folly, and presumptuous folly at that, to imagine that God will
perform and perfect what He has not begun. So we need to
examine ourselves that we really are in the faith. We need to
test our profession whether it is indeed a work of God's Spirit
or merely something that was the product of the situation in
which we found ourselves. But if God has thus begun a work,
if humbly we can say, 'The Spirit Himself bears witness with
my spirit that I am a child of God' and God has indicated that
in spite of all my failures and weakness He has indeed begun
a gracious work in me-well, if this is so, we can look up with
confidence. It is not complacency, but it is a confidence rather
that compels us to give ourselves to the task of persevering
with the saints, of going on to the end.

It is an encouraging word. It is a word that bids us look at
the uncertainties of the future and face them secure and calm
in God. Of course we face foes, and the biggest foe of all is
the flesh, the old unrenewed nature which again and again
drags us back. But the gracious dealing of God is ever a
reality, He still keeps His hand upon us. It is rather like a
parent who has forbidden a small child to go near the fire, but
small children being what they are, he puts his finger near the
fire; the parent may be prepared to watch the child doing it, he
may be prepared to let the child bum his finger slightly and
learn his lesson rather than have a worse disaster later. So
God lets us sometimes follow the flesh. He lets us disobey
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He lets us sin. and He lets us reap the consequences of
our sin. But a parent. you know. who may let his child
bum his finger. will not stand idly by and let the child
fall into an open fire and be destroyed. God keeps His
restraining hand even upon the flesh. He lets us disobey,
He lets us go wilfully astray, but He still holds on and He
keeps us. Many Christians look back and remember how in
a time of wavering and falling they were very near spiritual
and maybe moral disaster, but God's hand was there to
restrain.

Yes. there are foes. There is the world without; the world
that will try and entrap us and ensnare us. the world which
will try and deflect us from this path of perseverance. But this
is the Christ who says, 'Be of good comfort. I have overcome
the world'. Behind the flesh. behind the world. there is the
arch enemy of God, the enemy of our souls, Satan himself. His
great concern is to thwart God's people. His great concern is
to try and stop this onward movement of the everlasting pur
poses of God. Is God going to give way to Satan? Satan is
the one. remember, who has already tasted the bitterness of
defeat at Calvary. He is a bluffer; he speaks big, but in actual
fact his pretensions are empty; he is the defeated foe and he
will not be able to conquer the people of God. God has begun
and God will perform; He will perfect His work until the day
of Jesus Christ.

I say there are uncertainties in life and when we look into
the future the uncertainties may seem to multiply. These are
days indeed when many Christians tend at times to be
rather downcast about the situation. They think of the diffi
culty of the day and the fact that people seem uninterested in
the gospel. Things at times seem to be so hard that it is easy
to slip into a defeatest mentality and to think of yourself as
part of a cause which is ebbing away. I believe we need to
come back to these great truths. God is for us. The God who
has begun His work will perform it.

'Against me, earth and hell combine.
But on my side is power divine;
Jesus is all and He is mine.'

'He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ', and unto His Name be the praise and
the glory for ever.

• .L
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The Beloved of
the Lord

I

E. W. BACON
Not long before his death Moses blessed the tribes of Israel.

The detailed account of this remarkable event is recorded in
Deuteronomy 33. The great Divinely appointed and inspired
leader declared the majesty and power of God (v. 2) and pro
ceeded to speak of God's love for His people, the fact that
they were kept and safeguarded 'in Thy hand', and received
God-given truths and laws (v. 3). He ends with a paean of
praise to the Lord (vv. 26, 27), and with the promise of safety,
provision, victory and blessing (vv. 28. 29)-conditional, of
course. on Israel walking in obedient trust in covenant rela
tionship with God. (Chapters 28-34 are worthy of prayerful
study. especially 28 : 8-9; 29 : 10-13; and 30 : 15-20.)

Of the tribe of Benjamin Moses said. 'The beloved of the
Lord shall dwell in safety by Him' (Deut. 33 : 12). This great
promise may and must be appropriated by all who are 'in
Christ'.

Every true blood-bought believer is a Benjamin-'beloved
of the Lord'. Each child of God is dear to the heart of the.
God of Sovereign power and grace.

Loved with everlasting love.
Led by grace that love to know,

Spirit, breathing from above.
Thou hast taught me it is so.

Chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world; re
deemed by the sin-atoning Sacrifice of our Substitute and Sin
bearer upon the Cross; divinely and effectively called out of a
fallen. sinful world. and brought to salvation by Divine grace
through repentance towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ; adopted into God's family and given a new heart,
loving the Lord. His truth and His ways; abiding in Christ.
growing in grace. and made 'meet for the Master's use' by the
operation of the Holy Spirit.

'Beloved of the Lord'-a truth and a fact not to make us
proud or self-righteous. or complacent and confident in our
selves. By no means. But a realisation and an experience to
keep us 'looking unto Jesus'. trusting Him and relying on Him
in all things. with willing. obedient. and loving submission.

,.i.,.·'.
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'MY PEACE I GIVE UNTO YOU.'

'They shall dwell in safety by Him.' We live in a world of
increasing sin, wickedness, turmoil, strife, hatred, fear, and
war. We have not heard so much, of late years, of the opti
mistic notion that the world by a process of evolution, educa
tion, culture, and social reform would grow better and better.
It was always a false delusion from the Bible point of view. On
the contrary, we are expressly warned by our Sovereign Lord,
who knows the end from the beginning, that 'in the last days
perilous times shall come ... evil men and seducers shall grow
worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived '" ' (2 Tim.
3 : 1-5, 12-13). The Redeemer told us plainly that in the
world, as His witnesses, we shall have tribulation, but that in
Him we shall have peace. He has overcome the world, and we
shall be conquerors through Him. The child of God has
received a priceless gift that the unbelieving world in its un
godliness, indifference to and hatred of God's truth and ways
cannot receive-inward peace. 'My peace I give unto you'
(John 14 : 27). He keeping us close to Himself, and we dwell
ing in safety by Him.

True, many faithful believers today are hated, hunted,
persecuted, even killed, in Africa, China, South America,
Russia, etc. Christians may be killed, churches suppressed,
Bibles banned or destroyed, and all 'for the sake of the Name'.
But the promise is still true: Christ's people shall dwell in
safety by Him. Let the words linger in the heart and mind.
By Him, through Divine grace and power, even in a troubled
world. With Him, by the same grace and power, in a glorious
Eternity. In Christ is eternal security. We can confidently
rely on His word-'My sheep ... shall never perish, none shall
pluck them out of My hand' (John 10 : 27-30).

Divine spiritual life must first be implanted by regeneration
before the blessing of Benjamin can be ours. We live in a day
of much intellectual traffic in truth, half-truths, and positive
error, as the Press, Radio, and T.V. abundantly shows. What
a scarcity there is of real heart experience and personal know
ledge of Christ and His salvation and the things of God! How
few, comparatively, 'dwell by Him'.. How few seem able to say
with unshakable assurance-

In a love which cannot cease,
I am His, and He is mine.

'If God be for us, who can be against us?' (Rom. 8 : 31).
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Doctrinal Definitions

l
THE ATONING WORK OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.

n.
P. TUCKER

There are three attitudes to the cross which are worthy of 4:'
our consideration-l Cor. 1 : 22. The Jews were very religious ••...
but still the cross was to them a stone of stumbling. And there ~' ".
are many people today who are religious and yet when you
bring them this message of the Atonement. it still is to them a
great cause of offence. The offence of the cross has not ceased
even among religious people. The other class referred to are
the intellectuals. as represented by the Greeks, v. 23. They also
rejected the Cross. But another class of people is brought
before us here in v. 24. They are spoken of as 'the called'. To
the believer. be he Jew or Gentile. the cross is first of all the
power of God. since by means of the cross God's saving
activity has been released to man. The cross is also the wis
dom of God. since in the cross the greatest problem that con
fronted God has been solved. How could God remain holy
and righteous. and at the same time justify the ungodly simply
by their believing on the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ? In
the cross, God has devised a means where He can exercise His
love and His mercy without compromising His holiness and
His righteousness. We do not glory in the crucifixion as a
great crime. the greatest crime of humanity; but we do glory
in the cross as a symbol of God's great redeeming work. Here
all the attributes of God are brought into focus. they all com-
bine and conspire in holy activity to bring about the redemp-
tion of men and women.

We should ever distinguish between what Christ suffered at
the hands of men and what He suffered at the hands of His
Heavenly Father. Human hands inflicted pain upon the Lord i'
Jesus. But there was another kind of suffering altogether :...•. - .... .
different, a suffering that was unique. the suffering that the ,
Lord Jesus Christ suffered at the hands of God the Father.
Men could bring Christ to the cross within the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God, but men could not make
Jesus Christ the Saviour of the world. Men could make Jesus
Christ the victim of a horrible death. but men could not lay
upon Jesus Christ the sin of the whole world. that was God's
activity. 'The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.'
Speaking of God, the prophet says, 'When Thou shalt make
His soul an offering for sin'. So there was the suffering that
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the Lord Jesus endured as the sin bearer. It was not something
that man could inflict upon Him. It was far more terrifying
and awe-inspiring. It was the Lord making to meet on Him
the iniquity of us all.

There is, in certain quarters, an almost violent objection to
this doctrine of substitution. One leading preacher says, 'You
cannot lay your dirty sins upon the head of the innocent Son
of God'. Thanks be to God, I do not have to do it, for 'the
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all'. So I can lay the
hand of faith upon the head of the Son of God and claim the
forgiveness of sin and justification through His grace, but I
cannot do one thing to contribute towards my salvation, for
God has done it all. This matter works two ways, for if man's
sin cannot be reckoned to Christ, then Christ's righteousness
cannot be reckoned to the sinner, and if this is so, then there is
no justification, and if this is so, then we are under the wrath
of God and have no means of access into His holy presence.

It is necessary that we should look at some of the theories
about the atonement.

1. The death of Christ was the ransom price for sin. Origen
in the third century developed this idea of the atonement as
the paying of a price for sin, and it has Biblical authority. Our
Lord Himself refers to His death as a ransom, Matt. 20 : 28,
t Tim. 2 : 5. The Greek word here translated 'ransom' is the
basic word from which comes redemption in the New Testa
ment. The whole idea is connected with the slave market.
Here is a man sold into slavery without money and unable to
get his liberty, but someone else pays the ransom price and he
is delivered and redeemed. Origen taught that the ransom
price was paid to the devil, but nowhere in the New Testament
are we told to whom the ransom price was paid. But of this I
am sure. It was never paid to Satan. If the ransom price was
paid to anyone, it was paid to God.

2. Archbishop Anselm in the 11th century spoke of the
atonement in terms of the discharge of a great debt. He said
that sin is the failure of man to render to the Majesty and
honour of God; that which is God's by right. Anselm also said
that sin committed by a finite being, i.e. man, against an infinite
being, i.e. God, partakes of infinite guilt. So your sin is
measured in terms of the dignity of the person against whom
you sin. I think Anselm was right in this. Because man can
not meet those demands, God has provided in the Lord Jesus,
who by His obedience can impute it to those who believe on
Him, a righteousness that will constitute them acceptable in
the sight of the holy God. Our Lord Jesus referred to sin as
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a debt to God in Matt. 6 : 12. We need to remember that it is
not simply God's honour and majesty that have been offended,
but God's holiness, and one danger in this particular emphasis
is that it sometimes overlooks the penal element in the atoning
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is known as 'the legal theory
of the atonement'.

3. Around the time of the Reformation there arose in
Poland a man named Socinius, 1539-1604, and he did not like
the teaching of substitution. So he brought forward a teaching
called 'the moral influence theory'. The emphasis is that the
Lord Jesus died upon the cross in order to exert an influence
over men. Men would look at the cross and the cross would
make an impression upon them. I believe that the cross does
exert a moral influence upon the believer, but the peril of this
idea is that it does not deal with the sin question for the
unbeliever. Our Lord did more than make an impression by
His death. He was dying to deal with sin, and to put away sin
by the sacrifice of Himself. The ~entral fact of the cross is that
the Lord Jesus Christ is bearing away the sin of the world;
suffering, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring us to
God; and when a man sees himself a sinner and sees God's
provision for salvation through the redeeming blood of Christ,
then that man, having been justified and born again, has im
planted within his heart a desire to be like the Lord who died
for him.

4. The cross is nothing more than the supreme manifesta
tion of the love of God. That is Dr. Weatherhead's theory. If
the cross is only a manifestation of the love of God, then it
means that God's love is an indulgent one. It means that the
atonement is nothing more than the exercise of one attribute.
God is not only love, God is holy and righteous, and in the
cross we see more than just one attribute. Christ is doing
something on the cross, He is bearing sin on the cross and God
is judging sin on the cross. When the Apostle John spoke of
the cross in terms of the love of God, he made it perfectly
clear that love is manifest through the atonement. So that
instead of condemning the sin.ner, He condemns sin in His
Son who is the sinner's Substitute, and the Lord Jesus Christ
becomes the propitiation for the sins of the whole world.

The liberal theologian argues that a human father does not
demand a sacrifice in blood before he forgives his son. They
say that you just repent and that is all. They argue that in the
story of the Prodigal Son there is no sacrifice. Dr. Campbell
Morgan says, 'I am not sure that we are correct in saying that
there is nothing about sacrifice there'. The late Professor
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Samuel Ives Curtis wrote an invaluable book on Semitic
religions. In the course of it he described how, when a young
man had been away from home in a distant land, whether as
a prodigal or as a traveller, on his return it was the custom to
offer on the threshold a sacrifice, which sacrifice became the
feast of welcome. That is exactly what you find here in the
Prodigal Son. Before this son could get back into his home,
sacrifice was necessary in case there had been sin. But you
cannot think of the Fatherhood of God in terms of human
fatherhood. The Lord Jesus Christ places the Heavenly Father
on a much higher plane. He cannot forgive men at the expense
of His righteousness.

Dr. Griffith Thomas says that no conception of the atone
ment is adequate without a consideration of three facts. (1) It
must start from the Godward side. The whole emphasis of the
atonement is on the Godward side. 'God was in Christ recon·
ciling the world unto Himself.' (2) It must take into considera
tion the interpretation of the Old Testament sacrifices. (3) It
must be suited to the experience of ordinary men and women.
Some teachings on the atonement would make it very difficult
for ordinary men and women like ourselves ever to understand
or enter into them. But when we come to the clear unvar·
nished word of God, we find that ordinary men and women
illumined by the Spirit of God, can see clearly God's way of
salvation. Here is man, the sinner, and Christ, the Saviour,
doing for man what man could not do for himself, bearing in
His own body to the tree, our sins. Here is God offering us
justification and acceptance before Him if only we trust in the
redeeming work of the Son of God. Believers of all ages have
gloried in this simple and yet profound and glorious truth.
'Upon a life I did not live, upon a death I did not die, another's
life, another's death I stake my whole eternity.'

(To be continued)
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HEREBY WE KNOW . . .
Who but His Own have joy in Serving Christ?
Obedience. a word that once rang cold against my will.
Is now a deep delight. the warm out-going of a soul at peace;
The willing bondage of a new-born heart.
From this. though it must often fight
With selfish passions of revolt.
I take some hope that Christ abideth in me.

Who but His Own have joy in Searching Christ?
His Word. a book that once seemed full of dry confusion.
Is now the tracing of His love for me. a fine revealing of my

Beloved;
A lamp; and treasury of wondrous things.
From this. though it must often fight
The darkened counsel of Old Adam.
I take some hope that I may bring forth Fruit.

~,I..All

Who but His Own have joy in Sharing Christ?
Love. a word that once meant wandering frail emotions.
Now's full persuasion of the man. 'Amen!' from all that in

me is
To them that bear the stamp of Jesus' Grace.
From this. though it must often fight
Heated envy. cold conceit. ,I
I take some hope that I am brought from death to life.

•

Who but His Blood-Bought Bride shall joyously See Christ?
Heaven. a thought that once escaped my puzzled search.
Is now a longed-for Rest with Him. a sin-free Praising of the

Lamb.
The Nuptial Crowning of the Son of God.
From this. though it must often fight
The lowering gloom of earthbound vision.
I take some hope that I'll be with Him where He is.

P. HALLIHAN.
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Little India
MARGARET WARDELL

'You never know what the weather here will do next,' thinks
Avtar Singh as a sudden flurry of rain sends him diving for the
shelter of the nearest shop doorway. 'Why, in the Punjab you
don't even think about an umbrella for nine months of the
year!' His striking features, well-trimmed beard and pale
green, carefully-folded, turban contrast oddly with the dapper,
clean-shaven appearance of the Englishman beside him. How
does he come to be here in England in an environment so
different from that of his homeland?

In 1957 a local firm of rubber manufacturers found them
selves short of labour. The hot, steamy atmosphere of the
factory was not an attractive proposition for Englishmen.
Th~ir eyes turned to India and they recruited labour from the
district around Jullundur, a city in the Punjab. A few houses
were purchased in Southall to accommodate these folk. Thus
was 'little India' born. Friends and relatives in the Punjab,
hearing of the rapid rise to prosperity of the original pioneers,
flocked to join them. Today about one quarter of Southall's
population are coloured immigrants, four-fifths of them Sikhs
from the original twelve Punjabi villages.

Avtar Singh is a relatively recent arrival, still finding his feet
in our complex, fast-moving, urban society. The rain from
the dull grey sky overhead turns to a steady drizzle, and as he
watches the cars flash past he sees in his mind's eye the gently
swaying bullock-cart creaking down the deeply rutted road
between the wheat fields around his home village. He can
almost feel on his back the scorching rays of the sun blazing
down from a cloudless blue sky. But he thinks, 'As soon as
I've bought my own house I'll have a car myself. Then there'll
be no more standing at the bus stop.'

The patience of Britishers and their sense of discipline con
stantly amazes him: 'They wait in the bus queues in such an
orderly fashion, and sit so quietly two-by-two once they get on
the bus. Standing room for only five? I must wait for the next
bus. Why, in Jullundur we never leave anyone behind! If we
cannot get in through the door, a friendly hand will help us to
squeeze in through a window or maintain a precarious foot
hold on the outside.' And being squeezed in tight is simply an
opportunity for greater sociability.

Yes, things are different for Avtar Singh, and yet not too
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different. He sees familiar faces of relatives and friends from
his home village as he walks the streets of Southall, and he
meets others when he visits the local Sikh temple. The Sikhs
are the best organised religious group in India and they have
carried their solidarity and community spirit with them to
Britain; their members in general are probably more secure
than those of other immigrant groups. If our new arrival falls 4··
on bad days he can go to the temple where a free curry meal
~~l~~~~ided daily for all in need, whatever their creed or .•

The local Britisher certainly has his adjustments to make as
well. The smell of that curry, for instance-so appetising to
his Indian neighbours but quite obnoxious to him as it pene
trates through the walls relentlessly at all hours of the day. He
has tried to convince himself that his favourite steak and kid
ney pudding is equally distasteful to the folk next door, but
finds it difficult to believe. He is proud of his well-kept garden,
but finds himself engaged in a constant fight to keep it from
being ruined by the weeds encroaching from the wilderness
next door. He objects to the convivial group of Asians who
always seem to choose a spot just outside his front window for
holding excited, unintelligible conversations. The privacy he
cherishes so closely is quite incomprehensible to them.

And so cultural differences provide a wonderful playground
for Satan who is only too happy to see daily irritations build
ing up into barriers of resentment.

How can Christians break through the barriers of language,
religion and culture with the message of the Gospel? How can
we show a devout people, who say all roads lead to God, that
salvation is in Christ alone? They often listen so graciously
to what we say about our Saviour, and even express admira-
tion for Christian teachings. But for them, as for all men
everywhere, conviction waits for that moment of revelation
when they realise their need and His power to change lives. .

Christi~ns often express their helplessness in outreach to
Asian immigrants because of the language barrier, but God
can use our impartial, consistently friendly behaviour, the
smile as we pass in the street, the help over a shopping diffi
culty, as the bridge across which He will reach people with
His love. I

The sound of splintering glass broke the quietness of a
Southall street. A little elderly British lady emerged from her ..
house to investigate the noise and saw a car sweeping around
the corner. Undoubtedly the glass strewn across the pavement !
was the remains of an empty lemonade bottle thrown from the .•

...---__.......t
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window by its immigrant occupants. Without hesitation she
began to pick up the scattered pieces of glass. She was afraid
that the children playing nearby, immigrant children, might
get hurt. A simple act of love! But the little lady did not
realise that an onlooker linked that action with her faithful
attendance at a Christian place of worship.

If all Christians in immigrant areas would resolutedy put
aside preconceived ideas and,' committing their natural appre
hensions to Christ, let Him have control in daily circumstances,
a positive impact will be made on the whole problem of rela-

• tionships in such places. This does not mean trying to pretend
that there are no difficulties, but rather allowing the Holy
Spirit to sanctify our reactions in day-to-day situations and
our thinking about the problems that arise. Then our Asian
immigrant neighbours will begin to understand that the teach
ings of Christianity are not only admirable, but that the answer
to their search for eternal truth and for adequacy in meeting
life's problems is to be found in the person of Jesus Christ.

You often pray for 'big India'. Won't you also pray for
'little India'?

Margaret Wardell, on furlough from North India, has
been seconded for one year to immigrant work in
Southall, Middlesex, a mushrooming town to the west of
London. This article is reprinted by kind permission of
the Bible and Medical Missionary Fellowship, 352 Ken
nington Road, London, S.E.11.
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The Lions' Den
C. H. SPURGEON

A sermon preached at the
Metropolitan Tabernacle.

'0 Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou
servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?'
-Daniel 6 : 20.

The empire of Babylonia and Chaldea passed into the hands
of a new dynasty, and king Belshazzar was slain in a night
assault upon his capital. On that very night, he had clothed
Daniel in scarlet, and made him the third ruler in the kingdom.
This was providential; for, had Daniel been in obscurity, he
would have been little likely to attract the notice of Darius;
but, observing him in the palace, clothed in scarlet, Darius
would naturally ask who he was, and enquire into his ante
cedents. The fame of his wisdom would be quickly told, and
the fact of his having twice interpreted the dreams of
Nebuchadnezzar, in former times, and of his having just then,
with startling precision, foretold the downfall of Belshazzar,
and the capture of the city by the Medes and Persians, would
be eagerly related. Hence it was not at all surprising that
Darius took great notice of Daniel, weighed his character,
observed his conduct, and, after a while, exalted him to be
prime minister of his realm.

Daniel's prosperity and honours excited the envy of the
courtiers. Full of sullen spite, and brimming over with
jealousy, presidents and princes conspired together to cast him
down with calumnious accusations. We are wont to sa,.y that
'any stick will do to beat a dog', so they looked about for any
charge with which they might assail him. I have no doubt they
watched him constantly. waited eagerly for his halting, all the
while basely flattering the man they wanted to trip up. Can
they discover a flaw in his accounts? Can they question the
impartiality of his judgment? Can they detect a lack of loyalty
in the administration of his government? Can they find fault
with his private life? No; but is there nothing against him? Is
Daniel such a four-square man that he is more than a match
for them? I can well believe that they hunted hIm here and
there till their haughty faces grew haggard in the vain effort to
find a cause of complaint; and that they set spies to skulk
about his house, and mark his movements; and, in fact, they
stooped to the meanest stratagems, little heeding how much

••
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they compromised themselves if they might but compass his
downfall. But his integrity was proof against all their devices.
The more closely they observed him, the more clearly they
discerned that he was always diligent, discreet, and devout.
So conscientious and so uniformly consistent was Daniel, both
in his' character and his conduct, that every effort to entangle
him in the meshes of their conspiracy proved to be vain.

At length the devil, who does not often run short of devices,
puts them up to a fresh plot. 0 Satan, you are full of all
subtlety! 'Let us contrive a new law,' say they, 'that shall
bring his piety and his patriotism into conflict. He is a Hebrew
by birth, and he believes, with all his heart, in only one God.
Our divinities he despises; towards our temples he shows a
silent scorn; he sets no value on the magnificent statues that
we venerate; three times in the day he has been accustomed
to offer prayer to an invisible Protector whom he calls "the
living God, Jehovah"; surely these peculiarities will supply us
with a pretext, and so we shall entrap him.' So they laid their
evil heads together, and devised as cunning a snare as they
could possibly invent; and yet, clever as they were, they
perished in the trap they had prepared. They managed to
involve the king himself in their iniquitous device, and to
entangle him in such a way that he must either sacrifice his
favourite courtier, or compromise his own truthfulness, and
violate the sacred traditions of the empire. A royal statute was
framed, and a decree published. forbidding any petition to be
asked of God or man for thirty days. How preposterous!

But when was there ever a despot who was not, sooner or
later. deserted of his wits? The passion for power, when
indulged without restraint, will lead a man to the utmost
foolishness, and urge him to a madness of vanity. In such a
false position stood the monarch, who was easily persuaded to
issue the infamous edict desired. In this strait, how will Daniel
acquit himself? Will he count it prudent to deseFt his post, and
get out of the way? No; Daniel had a soul above such policy.
Yet you might imagine that, if he must pray. he would go
down into the cellar, or offer his supplications to God in some
retired place where he need not challenge notice. His petitions
will be heard in heaven without respect to the place from
which they are presented. Or it might have been expedient to
suspend the vocal utterance of prayer, and offer his supplica
tions silently. Daniel, however, was a servant of the living
God, and therefore he scorned thus to temporize and play the
coward. Well does one of the old writers call him Coeur de
Lion, for he had the heart of a lion. Into that den of lions he
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went, a lion-like man-not cruel, like the beasts of the forest,
but far more courageous. His conscience towards God was
clean, and the course he pursued before his fellow-creatures
was clear. His sense of truth would not suffer him to be a
trimmer. He does not change his habit, but goes upstairs,
though he might have known that it was like climbing the
gallows; he drops upon his knees, puts his hands together, with
his windows open toward Jerusalem in the presence of all his
adversaries, and there he prays three times a day as he had
done aforetime. He prays openly, not ostentatiously; in the
spirit of a Protestant rather than in the fashion of a Pharisee.
He sought no honour, but he shunned no danger. To en
counter shame, or to endure reproach, if needful, for the cause
of righteousness, had long been his fixed habit, and now that
it threatens to bring on him swift death, he does not swerve.

Hear those quick feet as they patter along the streets of
Shushan. All the presidents and princes are coming together;
there is mischief brewing, for they are going to seek an inter
view with the king. They are anxious to inform His Majesty
that they have caught Daniel committing the horrible crime of
prayer! Was not this a new offence? Oh, no! The first man
that ever died fell a victim to his religion; and so, I suppose,
for many and many a century, this was one of the foulest
offences a man could oommit against society. Those who serve
the living and true God are sure to challenge the sneers of the
time-servers in any age. There are many, nowadays, who hate
nothing so much as a religious man. All the epithets in the
catalogue of scandal are too good for the man who offers
homage to God in everything. An infidel may be reputed
honest, intelligent, and worthy of respect; but a genuine
Christian is at once denounced as a hypocrite. Away with
such a fellow; his conscience is as offensive as his creed!
There is toleration for everybody who conforms to the fashion
of the day; but no toleration for anyone who believes that the
laws of heaven should regulate life on earth.

So they told the king that the laws of his empire must be
kept inviolate; good, loyal souls as they were, they would not
have a statute broken for the world! There is an end to your
monarchy if your royal proclamations are not to be respected!
They are so jealous for the common weal, and so earnest for
the king's honour, that they must, at all hazards, even if it be
at the risk of seeing their dear friend Daniel put into the lions'
den, maintain the dignity of the king, and assert the majesty
of his imperial edict. The king perceives that he is caught, but
thinks the matter over, and, finding no alternative, gives Daniel
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up to the conspirators. Alas! I see the godly man flung in
among the lions; but what do I hear? Do I hear his bones
cracking? Can I hear a shriek from the prophet? Is there a
noise of the howling of those savage beasts of prey? There is
an awful hush while the king puts his seal upon the stone; shall
we step down, and peer into the den, to see what is going on
there? No sooner had Daniel arrived at his destination than
an angel of God encamped in that dungeon. Stretching his
broad wings, he seems to have fixed his station in front of
those fierce beasts. The safety of Daniel was secured. The
mouths of the lions were shut, and they lay down like lambs.
Perhaps Daniel found a comfortable pillow for his night's rest
upon the shaggy body of one of those monsters that would
have devoured him had not the heavenly visitant hushed them
into silence by his presence; or perhaps the appearance of the
angel was as a flame of fire, and wrought an illusion before
the lions' eyes, so that Daniel seemed to them to be surrounded
with flame, or robed with fire. At any rate, that night, the
prophecy of the latter days, that the lamb shall lie down with
the lion, was fulfilled to the letter. God, in His providence and
grace, preserved His servant. We can easily imagine that, like
Paul and Silas, when he did not sleep, he made the lions' den
vocal with his songs, and that the lions growled the bass while
God's angel stood there listening to such music as he had
never heard before, till the morning dawned, and then he sped
his way up to heaven as the king came to fetch Daniel out of
his prison-house. So Daniel was delivered, and his foes were
confounded. There is the story; now, what lessons are we to
learn from it?

I. First, I want to set before you DANIEL'S EARLY AND
ENTIRE CONSECRATION TO THE SERVICE OF GOD.

The king said, 'Thy God, whom thou servest continually'.
This was no empty compliment. His scrupulous uprightness
had become so habitual that it was like an instinct of his
nature. Daniel began to serve God in his youth. There are
no saints to be compared with those whose childish minds
were imbued with heavenly truths as soon as their infant lips
began to lisp them; just as there are no sinners so inured to
wickedness as those who are brecl and trained in haunts of
vice, tutored from their cradle to utter profane words, and
prone to act, as they think bravely, in defiance of every precept
of the Decalogue, till they become proficients in every kind of
profligacy. They, who give their morning to God, shall find
that, in beginning early, they can keep pace with their work all
the day. Happy Daniel, thus continually to serve his God from
his youth up!



Yet it was not the good fortune of his birth that gilded his
name with glory. Far from that; it was his sad lot to be carried
away captive from his native land while but a stripling.
Alienated from the home of his ancestors, he was taken to the
palace of Nebuchadnezzar, and there, with three other youths,
he was entered as a bursar in a heathen school, to be instructed
in the strange literature of a strange nation, and so to become
one of the king's learned men. His loyalty to the faith of his
forefathers was at once put to the proof. Certain food, that
was repugnant to his conscience, was served up every day.
Probably it had been offered in sacrifice to a false god. Daniel
feels that he would be polluted by partaking of it. He, there
fore, with his companions, refuses either to eat the king's meat
or to drink the king's wine. As a total abstainer, he drank
nothing but water; and as a vegetarian, he ate nothing but
vegetables. With no desire to please his palate, it was his
delight to serve his God continually. Another man might have
thought it mattered little what he ate and drank; but, for
Daniel, the jots and tittles of divine revelation had a meaning.
He dared not go contrary to the law of his God, even with
regard to meats and drinks. Though far from the land that
lehovah cared for, he longed to live in the light of God's
countenance. Strict obedience to God has a swift reward. His
face soon became fairer than the faces of those who fed on the
royal diet.

At length, the time arrives when Daniel is to be brought
from private tuition into public notice. Nebuchadnezzar has
been distressed by a dream. which his astrologers cannot com
prehend, and his soothsayers try in vain to search out. To
Daniel alone, who served his God continually, the secret is
revealed. Of that vision I do not now attempt to speak; but
with what nobility of heart does Daniel stand before the king!
He does not tremble before the earthly J?otentate; nor does he
conceal the name of the God in heaven who inspires him with
wisdom. He recalls the forgotten dream, and forthwith he is
made a great man in the realm; yet still he goes on to serve his
God continually. Obscurity could not hinder him, publicity
could not mislead him. Again the king dreams; again Daniel
boldly explains, though that explanation is to the effect that
the haughty monarch shall be driven as a lunatic from the
abodes of men.

For a while, Daniel retires into the shade. You hear nothing
of him till Belshazzar ascends the throne, but he is still serving
his God; I doubt not, sometimes ministering to his poorer
brethren, and visiting the sick; but often in his chamber, by
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prayer, and by study of the Scriptures, seeking and finding
communion with the Most High. On a sudden, Belshazzar
summons him to his presence. There is a mysterious writing
on the wall, which can be read by no eye, and interpreted by
no lip, but his. He is not disconcerted; but, at the call of
royalty, to court he comes. Oh, with what simple dignity, with
what sublime composure, with what heroic courage, does the
man of God tell the proud monarch, who might cut him in
pieces if he willed, of his immediate doom: 'Thou art weighed
in the balances, and art found wanting'! If you want to find
a counterpart of John Knox in the Bible, I do not know,
leaving out Elijah, where you will find a rival to Daniel. How
confidently he speaks, 'This is the writing'! And again, 'This
is the interpretation'. His word commends itself to the con
science; no man dares to gainsay it.

He is promoted to the highest honour in the realm; now
what will he do? There has been a change of monarchs, but
there is no change in Daniel. No time-server, he stands to his
principles at all times. 'Servant of the living God' is still his
title. He had taken for his motto, when he began life, 'I serve
God', and he retains the motto to his life's close. The glory of
his God was his one object throughout all his days; he never
swerved. He is now lifted to a higher post of dignity than he
had ever been raised to before. He is prime minister of the
greatest monarch of the age; yet he abhors the idolatry of the
heathen, and maintains his allegiance to Him who ruleth in the
heavens. They can find no flaw in him, though the eyes of
envy watch him from early morn to dewy eve. 0 my brethren,
it is a hard thing to serve God in high places! Many a man
did seem to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour when
humbly earning his livelihood by the toil of his hands and
eating his bread in the sweat of his face; but, afterwards, when
advanced to ease and opulence, he turned his back upon his
friends and forsook the Lord. Be very jealous of yourselves
if you are rising in the world. Riches are deceitful. It is not
easy to walk on a high rope; what lamentable accidents have
befallen those who have thus risked their lives! Let us be the
more circumspect when we are called to walk in high places.
Popularity and fame, riches and honour, are among the
sharpest trials of integrity that mortal man can pass through.
Daniel could endure them all without his head growing giddy,
for he served his God continually.

Now note the effect of what Daniel did. It is comparatively
easy to follow the Lord in bright days; but the sun of pros
perity suddenly darkens, and the man of God is encompassed
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with perils. If he continues in his holy course, he will forfeit
the king's favour, and lose his life in the most dreadful man
ner. What will Daniel's determination be? Oh, the true grit is
in him! He is a blade of the true Jerusalem manufacture, and
is not to be broken. He will do just as he did before. He opens
his window, and in the same posture, down on his knees, he
prays, as he did aforetime. Glory be unto the God of Daniel,
who made and who kept such a man with his head clear in the
crisis, with his heart pure in the midst of persecution, and his
feet steadfast to the end!

Some of us little know what these pinches mean. There are
a few of you who do; you have endured torture without
accepting deliverance. 1 have felt a holy pride in some of you
when 1 have seen how you have borne trial. Witness the man
who has a shop which brings him in more profit on a Sunday
than it does all the rest of the days of week; and who says, 'It
must be one thing or the other; 1 cannot go to the Tabernacle
and keep my shop open, too; which shall it be? His faith
proves stronger than his fear. The shutters are closed on the
first day of the week. His business goes; he loses everything;
and yet he does not regret it, he parts with ill-gotten gain with
out a grudge, and goes back to hard manual labour with a
moral satisfaction and a manifest ease of conscience that he
never knew before. Dear souls, your pastor is proud of you.
1 feel that 1 can thank God, and take courage, since the gospel
of Christ educates and brings up such simple, honest servants
of the living God; and when 1 have heard of young men
serving in a shop, who, when asked to do something positively
dishonest, have at first mildly answered that they could not,
and when told that they must either comply or retire, have
boldly said, 'Then we will leave', 1 have felt how highly
honoured 1 am of God to have such men in our ranks.

My eminent predecessor, Dr. Gill, was told by a certain
member of his congregation, who ought to have known better,
that. if he published his book, 'The Cause of God and Truth',
he would lose some of his best friends, and that his income
would fall off; and the Doctor said, 'I can afford to be poor,
but 1 cannot afford to injure my conscience'. The devil and
the deceit of your own heart will readily suggest that you must
look after your family; and some good Christian people
mistake prudence for piety. 1 daresay, had Daniel gone to
consult Mr. Prudent Thrifty, and asked his advice, he would
have said, 'Well, you see, it is a very important thing for us to
have you at the head of affairs; 1 do not think you ought to
throwaway such an opportunity as you have of doing good.
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It is not absolutely necessary for you to pray for thirty days!
Would it not be better for you to trim a little, and yield a point
or two! You do distinguished service to our cause; and, by
keeping your position, you will be putting your foes to a non
plus. By compromise you will obtain concessions. Worldly
wisdom is worth your study'. This is the way that fools are
beguiled, and in this way many Christians, alas! drift from
their moorings. To plead the present distress is, for the most
part, a mere pretence. 'Let us do evil that good may come,'
never was in the code of Old Testament or New Testament
truth.

I remember a notable instance, some years ago, of this
fallacious reasoning. A reflection was cast on the career of a
distinguished clergyman, who resigned his connection with the
Established Church, and, after much consideration, allied him
self with the Baptists. 'Did he gain credit,' it was asked, 'or
increase his congregation by the change?' What of that? The
answer is easy. Let conscience assert its supremacy; for cir
cumstances do not weigh a feather in the scale. Long departed
from among us, we may still speak of him as the Hon. and
Rev. Baptist Noel; and he was right and righteous in his deci
sion, as one who feared the Lord in the face of any loss. If. by
stopping where he thought he ought not to stop, or by con
forming to what he believed to be a corrupt corporation. he
could have saved multitudes of souls, the good done to others
would not have extenuated the guilt incurred by himself. You
and I have nothing at all to do with consequences. Be it ours
to hearken to the voice of the Lord, and obey His high behests.
When God prompts our conscience to a course of action, the
slightest demur will recoil with a sense of guilt intolerable.
Though the heavens should fall through our doing right, we are
not to sin in order to keep them up. At the call of duty, never
parley with danger. Should everything seem to go amiss with
us after we have done the right thing, there is no cause for
regret. Remember that our conduct is the maker of our
character. Ye men of faith, hoist your colours! Leave to your
God the providing; stick ye to the obeying. Learn your duty,
and do it bravely. 'Through floods and flames', if Jesus leads.
follow on, never dubious that your welfare is assured.

Here I would remark that the only service to God which is
real, genuine, remunerative, is this continual service that sticks
at nothing. Any hungry dog will follow you in the streets if you
do but entice him with a piece of meat, or a bit of biscuit. How
closely he keeps to your heels! But, after a while, the bait is
gone, and the dog retreats. That is like many a professor.
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There is some little pleasure in religion. or some advantage.
and so he follows Christ; but. after a while. there is an attrac
tion elsewhere; and. impelled by greed rather than gratitude.
he pursues it. Thus do false professors forsake Christ. whom
they never did really follow. But I have seen a man on horse
back splashing the mud about; and I have seen his dog keeping
close at the horse's heels-up hill and down dale-whether the
roads were smooth or rough. what mattered it to the faithful
hound? His master was before him, so on he went. That is
the only kind of dog I would care to own; and I believe this is
the only sort of follower that our Lord Jesus Christ is willing
to acknowledge. Oh. those time-servers, who look one way
and pull the other, like the wherry-men upon the stream! As
for Lord Fair-Speech. Lord Time-Server, Mr. Smooth-Man,
Mr. Anything, Mr. Facing-both-Ways, Mr. Two-Tongues. and
all the members of their club. Mr. By-Ends included. the entire
company of them will be swept away when the Judge comes
with the besom of destruction.

I know you feel the force of this truth. How you loathe a
friend who will not stick to you in dark times! Do you remem
ber that companion of yours who used to call in of an evening,
and sit and chat with you? What a dear fellow he seemed!
You always thought he was a sincere friend; you liked him
much, and you confided in his judgment as you often took
counsel together. And all went well till, one day, when the dark
clouds began to gather over your head. It made a serious
change in your circumstances. What was it? A severe loss in
business, or perhaps a bankruptcy; now you cannot keep such
a well-spread table, or wear so good a hat as you used to do;
there is not so much nap on your Sunday coat; you look rather
less thriving than in days of yore. What has become of your
friend? Ah, never mind, let him stop where he is, for you have
not suffered much loss by getting rid of him. He was never
worth knowing before. but you have found out his worthless
ness now; and I advise you to have nothing more to do with
him. Do you not despise the character of such a man? Do you
not feel in your heart, 'Well, I can forgive him, but I will have
nothing more to do with such a fellow'?

This is but a picture of yourselves if you try to follow Jesus
Christ only when you are in the society of His people. and as
easily lend yourselves to sing a frivolous or lewd song when
you are with the ungodly. What is that man's profession worth
who lets his tongue run loose with flippant speech and vain
conversation when he gets into the company of such friends as
are known to be sons of Belial? Oh, that we had more Daniels
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who would serve the Lord continually! The only way to build
up a character which will be proof against the temptations of
the age, and of your own immediate surroundings, is to com
mit your cause to God, as Daniel did. Be much in prayer.
Prayer keeps the Christian steadfast. You may make a loud
profession, but it will not last without prayer. Amidst work
and worry, heavy responsibilities and incessant anxiety, you
need often to renew the confession of sin and weakness on
your bended knees.

Then, again, you must have a lively faith in the living and
true God, as the prophet had; for this only can sustain you in
such a warfare. Is your faith genuine, of the right metal?
Spurious faith soon loses its edge. The Christian is in hard
straits if he finds that, when most he needs courage and com
fort, all his strength and joy have departed. Prove your faith
in the petty skirmishes of the passing hour, if you would have
it endure the perilous conflicts of an evil day. Have you a
religion that did not begin with rigorous self-denial? Then
get rid of it. If you have a religion that suits your constitu
tional fondness for ceremonies, your aesthetic taste for culture,
your habitual passion for music, beware of it. The root of all
real religion is simple faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Away with
every counterfeit. That faith which lives on Jesus only, rests
on Jesus solely, builds on Jesus wholly, and shows itself in
earnest prayer, will give you a consistency and decision of
character that will make you like Daniel all your days.

n. Now, secondly, WHO WAS THIS GOD WHOM DANIEL
SERVED CONTINUALLY?

Let me ask-Is Daniel's God worthy of our worship? I ask
the question in all earnestness, because I feel positive that
multitudes of men have a religion that, in their own judgment,
is hardly worth debating about, far less worth dying for. It
must have been a sorry spectacle to watch a Papist going to the
stake or the scaffold-as many have gone-for the mainten
ance of a fiction or a falsehood. I should be surprised to see
an Agnostic lay down his life for the defence of nothing. But
what shall we say of the living and true God, whom Daniel
delighted to honour? Is He worth living for, worth serving,
worth dying for? Doubtless, the prophet's devotion grew
stronger with the proof he made of the Lord's goodness and
greatness. With childlike faith he clung, at first, to simple
precepts that he would not transgress. The revelations he
afterwards received seem like rewards for his unfaltering
integrity. In his direst emergencies, God manifestly delivered
him. He had no other longing for life than communion with
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the Lord of all the earth. From the Christian point of view, he
was a 'man greatly beloved'; to the outside heathen, he was 'a
servant of the living God'. But let us repeat the question, that
we may have the pleasure of answering it for ourselves. Is
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ worthy of our
love and our life? Words are wanting to tell the gratitude and
joy that we cherish towards God, who is rich in mercy, for His
great love wherewith He loved us even when we were dead in
sins.

By faith, I understand that the blessed Son of God re
deemed my soul with His own heart's blood; and, by sweet
experience, I know that He raised me up from the pit of dark
despair, and set my feet on the rock. He died for me; this is
the root of every satisfaction I have. He put all my trans
gression away. He cleansed me with His precious blood; He
covered me with His perfect righteousness; He wrapped me
up in His own virtues. He has promised to keep me, while I
abide in this world, from its temptations and snares; and when
I depart this life, He has already prepared for me a mansion
in the heaven of unfading bliss, and a crown of everlasting joy
that shall never fade away. To me, then, the days or years of
my mortal sojourn on this earth are of little moment, nor is
the manner of my decease of much consequence. What more
can I wish than that, while my brief term on earth shall last,
I should be the servant of Him who became the Servant of
servants for me? You, my friends, must be the best judges of
your own religion, whether or not it is worth suffering for. If
it is not full of immortality, I would not advise you to risk
your reputation on retaining it. If it is only a fair profession,
you may well blush for it as a foul delusion. The fleeting
fashion of the time has its market value; but sterling truth is
a commodity that never fluctuates. Have you found Him of
whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write, Jesus of
Nazareth? Your religion is genuine if Christ Himself be the
All-in-all of it. Is He your own dear Saviour? Then you have
pardon and peace, happiness in this present time, and heaven
in prospect; happier lot no heart can wish for.

Then there comes another question-Is Daniel's God able to
deliver us from the lions? My dear friends-you who are
suffering just now for the cross of Christ, you who know what
it is to be losers for Jesus, to stand out and to endure pains
and penalties as Daniel did-you are well aware that the lions
are fierce and furious creatures. They are not stuffed animals,
having the name without the nature of those beasts of prey.
So, the sufferings of a Christian are not sentimental, they are



real. Those lions had not their teeth knocked out; they were not
transformed into lambs; they could have devoured Daniel if
they had been permitted to do so. It would be foolish to talk
of your troubles as trifles; but for the grace of God, they might
have been enough to drive you back into the world, and to
reduce you to despair. Full often, your steps have well-nigh
slipped. The lions have sharp teeth, and they would have
devoured you, only divine grace has found a means of deliver
ing you out of their mouths.

I ask the man who has given up a profitable appointment
because he would not be false to his convictions, whether, on
shorter commons, he has not found the sweeter luxury of con
tentment? I ask him whether he has not enjoyed, on a harder
pillow, more refreshing sleep? I appeal to you, one and all, if
a sense of rectitude has not invariably a soothing effect and a
gentle stimulus? I know, brethren, that those of you, who have
passed through such trials, will bear me witness that there is
a sustaining influence vouchsafed to you while you are cast. as
it were, into the lions' den. Some of you are enduring the
ordeal now; but others, who have got farther on. have been
rescued from dire peril. In most cases that have come under
my notice. when anyone has ventured loss for Christ. he has
presently reaped some substantial advantage. and his loss has,
in the end. proved to be his gain. Many a man has. in this
manner. proved God's providence. For an honest scruple, he
has been put out of a position that supplied him with a scant
livelihood. Contentment, with a bare pittance, was his only
outlook. Loosed from his moorings, he feared lest he should
be lost; yet he afterwards traced his enlarged prosperity to that
very date. God. who is rich in mercy, has soon found for that
man a far better position than he could have held had it not
been for his forfeiting the other.

And even if deliverance be not thus speedy and sudden,
if, like David, you should say, 'My soul is among lions: I lie
even among them that are set on fire, even the sons of men,
whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp
sword'; yet you shall sing, like David, 'My heart is fixed, 0
God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise'. But should
we even dwell among lions till we die, what joy shall it be to
leave the lions, and be linked with saints and holy angels in
the beatific hereafter! The higher reward is bestowed on the
higher service, and brighter crowns encircle their brows who
have suffered most bitterly and most bravely. You and I have
but few and slender opportunities, in this soft and silken age,
of showing our love to our Lord by the surrender of liberty
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and life for His sake. There are no stocks or racks. no stakes
or gibbets, for martyrs now. These are smooth and slippery
times; yet. if we be so inclined. we can work with a will. with
the self-denial and self-sacrifice of missionaries. For the love
of Jesus, we can dare to die under a cloud with no hope of
being canonized. Faith and patience are martial virtues, which
it may be quite within our province to illustrate in humble
rather than heroic fashion.

You may wonder why I keep on in this strain. I am aiming
at instances which are much more common than some of you
may imagine. There are many worshippers, gathered within
these walls, whose constant attendance at what is sneeringly
called 'a conventicle' exposes them to no reproach, and, in
some instances, would rather win them a measure of esteem.
Others. to my knowledge, there are who can never enjoy the
privileges of the Lord's people without encountering grievous
provocations and bitter malice.

In a congregation of this magnitude, the confidential words
spoken to the pastor by the solitary ones would often startle
those who sit in their family pews. Confession of Christ fre
quently causes division in a household. Husband and wife are,
for His sake, in hostility. Mother and daughter cannot agree.
Taunt and jibe are ill to bear with equanimity. Maybe it
touches men in their trade; and it goes hard with the bread
winner when faithfulness takes away his bread and cheese. My
sympathy, however sincere, is of small account; would to God
I could inspire you with more fortItude! Let me challenge you
to quit yourselves like men. Let me exhort you to play the
Daniel. Say now, is your God, the living God, able to deliver
you out of the den of lions? I hope you will be able cheerfully
to respond, 'I believe He can, I believe He will; and if not,
though I abide in the den till I die. I will rest quietly there with
the angel of His presence as my guardian; for I know He will
bring me, when I have suffered a while, to glory everlasting'.

'Is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver
thee from the lions?' Let me put this question in one or two
lights, and thus draw our reflections to a close. Leaning over.
like that Persian king, I look down into a greater den of lions
than he ever descried. It is dark; the stench is foul, and 'midst
the dim shadows I discern struggling forms and figures; tor
mentors, whose faces are hidden, stretching women upon
racks, and torturing men with switch and knout; and, yonder,
a spot where, on hundreds of stakes, martyrs have burned
quick to the death. In the far distance, a wild horse, and a
human victim tied to his heels to be dragged to death. Strange
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and horrible spectacle that, out yonder! -a long procession of
men who were scourged, who were stoned, who were beheaded,
who were sawn asunder; saintly men were they, of whom the
world was not worthy. Leaning over the mouth of this great
lions' den, I ask the persecuted saints of all ages-Has your
God been able to deliver you? And with a cheerful shout,
loud as the voice of thunder, they cry, 'In all these things we
are more than conquerors, through Him that loved us'.

I look down upon another lions' den. It is still dark, but not
so dreary. Night reigns in sacred shade and solitude. The
stars are hid; but tapers burn in chambers dimly lit. There,
sons and daughters of sorrow are tossed on beds of sickness.
Thus they have lain for months, perhaps for years, all hope of
health extinguished, all prospect of pleasure passed; their
limbs paralysed, their sight failing, their hearing dull; calami
ties of every kind have befallen them. God has permitted the
great lions of affliction to come howling round, and to tear
away all their comforts and their joys, till they are left without
any of that cheerful fellowship with nature which seasons
mortal life with sweetest relish. Some of you are robust in
health; your head never throbs, your heart never aches, you
are hardly conscious that you have any nerves. Small account
do you take of the secret, silent, saintly heroism of sufferers,
whose pilgrimage on earth is blighted with pain. Oft have I
been their companion in tribulation. I appeal to these tried and
afflicted children of God. Tell me, you Daniels, has your God
been able to deliver you out of the mouths of the lions? And
I hear each one say, 'Bless the Lord, 0 my soul!' and all in
chorus join, saying, 'Not one good thing hath failed of all that
the Lord our God hath promised; our shoes have been iron
and brass, and as our days so has our strength been'.

Shall I strain my parable too far if I turn my eye upon
another lions' den? It lies in a deep valley. The night hangs
heavy. The beasts of prey are diseases that skill and shrewd
ness, time and talent, have striven in vain to tame. Like lions,
strangely dissimilar in outward fashion, but strongly resem
bling them in instinct, they pounce on their victims, and seal
their doom. We call this place 'the valley of the shadow of
death'. I am gazing now on the forms of shivering men and
women as they are dragged down by the lions. One after
another, my familiar friends descend into the grave; I ask
them, in the hour of their departure, 'Is thy God, whom thou
servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?' Calm
is their countenance, and clear their voice, as each one chants
his solo, '0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy
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,victory? Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ!' So, at length, this lions' den
loses all its terror.

Then I look into another den; it is almost empty. There is
a lion in it-a grim old lion, but I do not see so much as a bone
to tell the tale of its victims. No trace of its ravages is left
behind. On this soil there once were countless thousands of
the slain; it is empty now. Of a sudden, I look upwards, and,
lo! I see myriads of immortal souls, and they all tell me, 'Our
God delivered us from the grave, and rifled the tomb of its
prey. By a glorious resurrection, He has brought all His
ransomed people forth to meet their Lord at the great day of
His appearing. There shall they stand before the throne of
God, for He hath broken the teeth of the lion, and rescued all
His children from the power of the adversary'.

When you are come to the other side of the water and have
set down your foot on the shore of glorious eternity and look
back again to the waters and to your wearisome journey, and
shall see in that clear glass of endless glory, nearer to the
bottom of God's wisdom, you shall then be forced to say, 'If
God had done otherwise with me than He hath done, I had
never come to the enjoying of the crown of glory'.

-SAMUEL RUTHERFORD.

Of all tears, they are the best that are made by the blood of
Christ; and all joy that is the sweetest that is mixed with
mourning over Christ. Oh! 'tis a goodly thing to be on our
knees, with Christ in our arms before God.-JoHN BUNYAN. •

•



The Gospel Magazine

*Lives of British
ReforDlers

525

THOMAS BILNEY
s. M. HOUGHTON

Many boys and girls have heard the famous names of
Tyndale and Latimer, but very few have any knowledge of the
man whom God used to bring the latter, if not the former,
into the knowledge of His truth. The man of whom we speak
was Thomas Bilney, the first of the British Reformers, and
British Protestants would do well to keep his name in ever
lasting remembrance.

'Little Bilney', as Latimer calls him, for like Zaccheus he
was a man of small stature, was born in Norfolk in the days
when England was a Roman Catholic country, and so he grew
up through childhood and youth and attained to manhood
without any real knowledge of the Word of God or of God's
plan of salvation. From a child he devoted himself to study,
and in the reign of Henry VIII we hear of him being a well·
known scholar at Cambridge. As was the case with the great
Martin Luther, there came a period in Bilney's life when he
felt strangely troubled about his sins. How could he be at
peace with a God who hated his sins? The Roman Catholic
Church told Bilney to confess his sins to the priests, to buy the
pardons which the Church sold, and to subdue his sins by
doing many things very painful to the body.

But these methods did not relieve Bilney of the pangs which
he felt in his conscience. However, in the year 1516, he pur
chased a copy of the New Test3Jllent which had been translated
into Latin by Erasmus, a great European scholar, and had
just been printed in the printing presses invented about sixty

• years before. 'At last,' says Bilney, 'I heard speak of Jesus,
and at the first reading as I well remember I chanced upon
this sentence of St. Paul (oh, most sweet and comfortable
sentence to my soul!) in 1 Tim. 1: "It is a true saying and
worthy of all men to be embraced, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners of whom I am the chief and princi-

:to This is the first of a new series in which the spirit
of Damaris' Young People's Page is carried on by one who by
coincidence bears the same name!
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pal". This one sentence, through God's instruction and inward
working, which I did then perceive, did so exhilarate my heart,
being before wounded with the guilt of my sins, and being
almost in despair, that immediately I felt a marvellous com
fort and quietness, insomuch that my bruised bones leaped for
joy.' 'The chief of sinners,' said he to himself, musing over
what he had read, 'Paul, the chief of sinners; and yet Christ
came to save him! then why not me?' He had found, as Foxe
in the Book of Martyrs well says, a better schoolmaster than
all the Roman priests. even the Holy Spirit of Christ.

Bilney, having found peace by the blood of Christ's cross,
now abandoned his former manner of life and the vain in
structions of the Roman Church; and, though never a very
prominent leader at his University, he taught earnestly. if
privately, the truths of the Bible. Many came under his in
fluence, and in his quiet and gentle manner he taught the true
way of salvation. On that day when all secret things shall be
made plain and manifest, it will be made known how greatly
the Lord blessed the testimony of Thomas Bilney, not only to
Latimer and Tyndale, but to many whose names are no longer
remembered. Especially was Bilney diligent in visiting the sick
and the prisoners, and the 'lazar cots' where leprous and
diseased persons were kept. Rarely did he spend more than
four hours of the night in sleep, and at one period such was his
desire to 'redeem the time' that he took but one meal a day.

Bilney was in fact such a diligent servant of the Lord. and
did such damage to the 'Roman Church, that at length the
Roman Catholic clergy, headed by the famous Cardinal
Wolsey, had him imprisoned and then brought to trial. After
a noble defence of the teachings of the Scripture, Bilney was
persuaded by his friends in an unhappy moment to recant or
withdraw from his Protestant position, on the ground that he
would thereby escape a fiery death and be able to preach the
true doctrine again later. Yet he was not allowed to escape
altogether without punishment, for he was required to walk
through the streets of London on a certain Lord's day morn- • ..
ing, with bared head, and carrying a faggot on his shoulder
(to show that he publicly confessed that he deserved the stake),
to stand before the Roman Catholic preacher at Paul's Cross
all sermon time, and go to prison for over twelve months.

Upon his release from prison, Bilney passed through a
period of the deepest anguish and agony. Nothing did him
any good. His denial of the truths which he believed caused
him so much despair that his friends were afraid to leave him
day or night. When they tried to comfort him from the Scrip-
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tures 'it was as though a sword was thrust through his heart'.
He saw nothing but condemnation in every part of the Bible.
For two years he continued thus, until at length the Lord spoke
pardon to his conscience and his hope and courage were
restored. 'He came again,' said Latimer, 'like one rising from
the dead.' He was now resolved that, even at the cost of his
life, he must return to the places where he had formerly
preached the Gospel. Taking leave of his friends at Cambridge
at ten o'clock at night, he told them he was 'going up to
Jerusalem', by which he meant that, like Christ, who stead
fastly set His face toward Jerusalem and crucifixion, he was
going to his death. With many prayers and tears his friends
took their leave of him and Bilney at once set out for Norfolk.
Preaching publicly in the fields (for the churches were closed
against him), he confessed the truths which before he had
denied, and in a short time he was imprisoned by order of the

. Roman Catholic bishop. The anger of the Roman Catholic
clergy was great, and Bilney was soon condemned to die a
martyr's death.

It is said that the night before his death Bilney held one of
his fingers in the flame of a candle until the first joint was
burned off, to show that God had given him strength to endure
a fiery death. 'I know by experience,' he said, 'that fire is hot,
but the Spirit of God is able to cool it to my everlasting
refreshing; for God Himself has said, "Fear not, for I have
redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine.
When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee, and
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither
shall the flame kindle upon thee; for I am the Lord thy God,
the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour".' Bilney did not mean
that his body would not be consumed by the fire, but that his
soul (and body too) was safe in the keeping of the Lord to
whom he committed himself. These words from Isaiah 43
were a great help to Bilney when he was thus delivered to the

ill malice of his enemies, and in his Bible, which is still preserved
at Cambridge, the passage is marked with a pen in the margin.

On the appointed day,lwhich was August 19th, 1531, many
people had assembled in the Lollard's pit, a great hollow out
side the city of Norwich, to witness the terrible sight. After
calling upon those spectators to witness that he died a true
Christian man, Bilney kl)eeled down at the stake and com
mitted himself afresh unto God with most godly and earnest
prayer. 'Enter not into judgment with Thy servant; for in Thy
sight shall no man living be justified' (psalm 143), were words
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which he now constantly repeated. 'Feed your flock. feed your
flock,' said he to a Protestant minister standing by. 'that when
the Lord cometh He may find you so doing.' The fire was now
kindled. but the wind being boisterous. the flames were fre
quently blown away from him. Yet the greater the agony the
more earnestly did he call upon the name of the Lord. and the
bystanders heard him constantly calling upon the Name of
Jesus. and saying 'Credo' (I believe) time after time with great
fervency. At length flesh and heart failed and he departed to
be for ever with the Lord.

We are told in the Word of God. 'Precious in the sight of
the Lord is the death of His saints'. and we should be diligent
to know and remember how godly men of our own land have
laid down their lives in the cause of God and truth. It is
especially helpful to notice in what way and with what com
fort they faced the eternity which awaited them. The Lord
help us to lay these things to heart and to profit by them!

GROWING OlD;J
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