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Kindness is a cable with varied strands. There is an element
of sympathetic concern. There is a gracious quality, for it is
extended even in face of ingratitude. It brings together helpful
ness and generosity. There are strands both of forgiveness
and forbearance. It is no wonder therefore that in the Bible
it is used to describe God's attitude to men, and also the
attitude which should characterise believers in their relation
ships with others.

It is a pity that the translators of the A.Y., doubtless with
a concern to produce a flowing English version, often used
different words to translate the same Greek word. As a result
the ordinary reader does not always appreciate that in fact a
particular word is being used in different contexts. This is so
of the words 'kind' and 'kindness' which are translated some·
times as 'gentle' and 'gentleness', sometimes as 'goodness'.
I mention this to show why some of the quotations which
follow, in spite of the different word in the A.Y., are really
employing the same terms 'kind' or 'kindness'.

The kindness of God is His gentle and gracious attitude to
those who are not only undeserving but are even ungrateful for
His gifts. 'He is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil'
(Luke 6 : 35). This gracious dealing with men is seen above
all in the work of salvation where 'the exceeding riches of His
grace' are shown 'in His kindness toward us through Christ
Jesus' (Eph. 2 : 7). So too the coming of Christ is described
as the appearance of God's 'kindness and love' (Titus 3 : 4).
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In His dealings with us He is very gentle, for the word kind
ness is set in contrast with severity. 'Behold therefore the
kindness (AY. goodness) and severity of God; on them
which fell, severity; but toward thee kindness' (Rom. 11 : 22).
So too when Jesus used the picture of the yoke which so easily
chafed the neck of the ox He reminded His disciples that His
yoke is 'kind' (AV. easy). His commands do not chafe, His
will when gladly accepted does not hurt.

In view of God's kindness to us the believer is called to be
kind to others. There should be a gentleness in our dealings,
and a patience even in face of provocation. 'Be ye kind one
to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God
for Christ's sake hath forgiven you' (Eph. 4 : 32). Love is the
bond which unites believers, but love shows itself in kindness.
'Love is longsuffering and is kind' (1 Cor. 13 : 4). If we are
not being kind and gentle to others we need not lay claims to
an experience of the love of God in our lives.

As in face of so many of the demands of the Gospel we are
inclined to ask 'Who is sufficient for these things?' The
answer is found in Galatians 5 : 22. In his presentation of the
fruit of the Spirit Paul lists 'kindness' (AY. 'gentleness'). It is
the Holy Spirit who reveals the meaning of kindness to us as
He opens our eyes to the true significance of Calvary. It is the
Spirit who brings us to a saving knowledge of Christ and so to
an experimental knowledge of God's kindness. It is the Spirit
who alone can enable us to mortify the selfishness, covetous·
ness, envy and pride which so mar our relationships with
others. It is He alone who can develop and mature in us the
fruit of kindness which reflects God's gentleness to us.

H. M. CARSON.

NOTICE
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sent to the Editor but to the business manager at St. Mark's
Church Chambers, Kennington Park Road, London S.E.ll.
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A Living Church
H. M. CARSON

A sermon preached in Hamilton Road
Baptist Church, Bangor, on Sunday

morning, 16th November, 1969.

'The former treatise have I made, 0 Theophilus, of all that
Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day in which he
was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given
commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen' (Acts
1 : 1 and 2).

During the last two months on Sunday mornings we have
been considering together the matter of revival-how God
comes in living power to His church. We have looked at
various times in the past when God has come in this way to
His people; and I felt that it would be very appropriate if we
turned and spent time on the coming Sundays, God willing,
looking at churches experiencing such a time of revival-the
churches of the Acts of the Apostles. We tend to think of
revival as being an abnormal condition, but when you turn to
the Acts you find that revival is the normal condition, which
suggests that very often we are living in a subnormal condi
tion, that we are so often failing to be the kind of church which
it is God's purpose a church should be. So we turn to the
Acts, not simply in order to study again the history of the early
days of the Christian faith, not simply to notice how God used
His apostles and how the gospel was spread, but in order that
we might learn lessons for ourselves, that there may be stirred
in our hearts a concern that again in our day and generation
we might see such mighty days as those of which Luke writes.

This book is the record of the first days of the churches of
Christ, the first days after the Lord was taken from them, the
first days in which they experienced the power of the Holy
Spirit. It is a very frank record. It speaks of the great bless
ings which accompanied the witness of the church. It speaks
of the amazing outreach as this gospel, beginning at Jerusalem,
reached right out across the Roman Empire. It also speaks of
the problems they faced-problems with divisions in the
churches, problems due to the incoming of false teaching,
problems due to the clash of personalities. It speaks not only
of success, but of failure, because this is a true record. It is
a record which God has given to us through a most careful
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historian, Luke, because although his name is not appended
to the book, it seems quite clear that it was Luke who wrote
the Acts.

If you compare the introduction to the book with the intro
duction to Luke's Gospel you find that it is very similar; and
indeed in the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles he speaks of
his former treatise, the former writing, and the former treatise
is quite clearly Luke's Gospel. He sent it to this man named
Theophilus. It may be that Theophilus was a particular indi
vidual to whom he was writing, or it may be that the name
describes the kind of person to whom he is writing, because
the Greek name simply means 'lover of God', and Luke may
be using this name to indicate that he is writing to the lovers
of God within the church of Christ. However, whether it is a
man, a particular individual, or whether this is a designation
of the kind of people to whom he is writing, the introduction
to the Acts of the Apostles recalls very clearly the introduction
to Luke's Gospel.

You will also find the detailed attention to historical facts
-Luke is very careful in this matter. He knew Roman
government and Roman procedure, he knew the areas where
the gospel was being spread; and as you read through the Acts
of the Apostles you find the same kind of pattern as in the
Gospel. You find also Luke the physician with an eye for
medical detail, and again it is the same pattern as in the
Gospel. It is very interesting also as you go through the Acts
to discover where Luke himself joins the missionary party. In
the early chapters when he is speaking about Paul and Barna
bas it is what 'they' did; but after Acts 16 he begins to speak
of 'we'. It would seem to be quite clear that at Troas Luke
joined them, so that when they went into Europe Luke was
one of the missionary company, and he is writing therefore as
an eyewitness of events in which he himself took part.

So when we turn to the Acts of the Apostles we are turning
to a clear and very careful record of some of the things which
God wrought through the apostles in the days of the early
church. The title of the book is translated 'The Acts of the
Apostles'. In actual fact in the original there is no definite
article in the title, and so you might translate it 'Acts of
Apostles' or 'Some Acts of some Apostles', because this is not
an exhaustive record of everything that the apostles did-in
fact most of the apostles scarcely appear in the record. It is
dominated in the early chapters by the apostle Peter and it is
dominated in the later chapters by the apostle Paul. What
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Luke is doing is recording some acts of some of the apostles,
which indicate what God was doing in the churches, and what
God was doing through the churches in reaching out, not only
to the Jewish world through Peter, but to the Gentile world
through Paul, with the gospel of Christ.

We look therefore at Luke's narrative this morning, and we
will continue to look at it, God willing, in the coming Sundays,
in order to understand the ways in which God blesses His
people, and the ways in which God uses His people to reach
out to others. So Luke begins his record, and refers to the
Gospel which he wrote-'the former treatise'. That former
treatise dealt with what Jesus began to do and to teach until
the day He was taken up. The Gospel of Luke is a record of
the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. He deals with
His sayings, he deals with His actions, until the time of His
ascension. So the Gospel ends where the Acts begin-the
Gospel ends with the ascension of Christ, having completed
His earthly ministry and the Acts continues the story. But the
very fact that he puts it in these terms-'the former book was
about what Jesus began to do; this book is about what Jesus
continues to do'-emphasises that Jesus did not begin His
ministry at the Jordan and end it when He ascended. The
Mount of Olives was not the end-it is a continuing story. So
He who began, continues; and the implicit understanding of
the nature of the church is that the church is where Jesus
continues to do His work. He is not present in bodily form.
We cannot see Him, we cannot hear His voice as the disciples
heard His voice in Galilee or in Jerusalem or in the upper
room; but none the less He is with us, He is present. He has
promised to be with us to the end of the age. So wherever a
company of God's people meet they have the assurance that
Christ is among them. When we gather like this on the Lord's
Day morning we have the assurance that the risen, ascended
Lord is among His people. The Gospel spoke of what He
began to do, Acts speaks of what He continues to do.

Now what did He begin to do? Luke speaks here of what
He did and what He taught. What He did? Well, His actions
are spoken of in John's gospel as signs. There were many
miracles which He wrought. He healed the sick, He gave sight
to the blind, He raised the dead. What were these miracles?
To some they were just very wonderful occurrences. It stirred
the curiosity of the crowds. They gathered and they wanted to
see more. But to the men of faith, to the men enlightened by
the Spirit of God, these miracles were not merely wonderful
happenings, not simply phenomena to stir your curiosity, they
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were supremely signs that God had come among men. Each
miracle was one further indication that the One who wrought
these miracles was no mere man-He was indeed the Son of
God. That is why the miracles move towards a climax. Christ
performs His miracles of mercy and healing, but it reaches its
climax in His own resurrection. This was the supreme miracle.
This was the great sign, the outstanding token, that the One
who had done these mighty acts and who had now conquered
death and risen again, that this was no mere prophet from
Nazareth-this was indeed the Son of the living God.

Now Acts continues the story. The Christ who was demon
strated by His miracles and by His resurrection to be the Son
of God, is the Christ who continues to work in the church; and
He works in such a way that those who are gathered into the
fellowship acknowledge 'Jesus Christ is Lord'. They so live
and witness that others outside the church are compelled by
the working of the Spirit to turn from their sins, and to turn
to this Christ, and to say with Christians, 'He is Lord'. So
what Jesus began to do in manifesting Himself as the Son of
God to His disciples, He continues to do in the church. He
makes known to us, as we gather in fellowship, that He is the
Son of God. And through our witness and through our living
He makes known to others this same basic and essential truth:
that the One of whom we speak is not one more historical
figure, He is not merely one prophet who appeared in the first
century, a prophet who competes with Confucius and
Mohammed and the others. He is unique-He is God manifest
in the flesh.

But Luke speaks here not only of what He began to do, but
of what He began to teach: and while Jesus was the great
worker of miracles, the performer of mighty deeds, He was
also the great teacher. Indeed, so unique was His teaching
that John in his Gospel speaks of Jesus Christ as being the
'Word of God'. The Old Testament pfQphets had brought the
Word of God-they had spoken with authority. But their
message was simply preparing for the final declaration. God
speaks His last word, and this Jesus of Nazareth, in His teach
ing and in His living, so declares God's message that you can
speak of Him as being the living Word, the very truth of God
incarnate.

Now, says Luke, He began to teach and He continues to
teach. The Christ who began to teach His disciples in the days
of His earthly ministry is the Christ who through the working
of the Spirit still teaches His people. What did He teach them?
Well, it is mentioned here-He spoke concerning the Kingdom

--
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of God. They needed their minds cleared, because the moment
you spoke about a kingdom they could only think in terms of
an earthly kingdom. They were familiar with the Roman
Empire, familiar with citizenship, familiar with an empire in
which there was a king, in which there were armies to control
the Empire and to shield it from invaders, and so on. But they
had to learn new lessons-that this King, Jesus, had not come
to establish some earthly realm, to be sustained by force of
arms, to which men were compelled to give assent because of
superior weight of arms and numbers. This was a spiritual
kingdom, and men were coming into this kingdom, not because
of anything in themselves, but because of what Jesus described
to Nicodemus as 'a new birth'. If men were to enter His king
dom they needed to be born again. They might imagine that
they could prepare themselves for His kingdom, they might
imagine that because of their religious upbringing or their
morality or their good deeds they could qualify. But the great
emphasis of Jesus' message was that unless a man is born
again he cannot see this kingdom, he cannot enter into it. And
He spoke of this kingdom as a kingdom which would be
despised by the world-in fact to a great many people it would
not even be obvious that it was in existence, it would be largely
ignored. But He spoke of the day when His kingdom would
reach its climax. This Jesus, despised and rejected of men,
treated as an object of ridicule by those who should have
acknowledged Him to be the King of the Jews-this same
Jesus declares that He will reign for ever and ever. His king
dom is no temporary phase, it is not something which appears
for a time and then fades away. His is an everlasting kingdom.

Now this was the beginning of His teaching, says Luke. He
began to teach about His kingdom, and He continues, through
the working of His Spirit, to teach about His kingdom. For
this same gospel, which He declared to Nicodemus, is the
gospel which still sounds within His church, and from His
church it reaches out to others. Indeed, His purpose is that
this company whom He has drawn together and whom He
calls His church. shall be the messengers through whom this
gospel shall be declared to the far ends of the earth, that men
and women, who now are in the kingdom of darkness, might
be translated by the power of the Spirit into the kingdom of
God's dear Son, that those who are subject to the Prince of
this world might be brought to acknowledge the Prince of
peace, Christ the Lord, as their Saviour and their God.

But He came, this Jesus, not only to teach, not only to work
His miracles, but He came supremely to die. When the angel

•
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brought the news of His birth, and when the angel designated
the name by which He was to be called, it was 'Jesus'. What
was the explanation? Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He
shall save His people from their sins'. The signs which He
wrought were to demonstrate the fact that the One who was
going to die was the Son of God, taking our place, bearing our
sins in His own body on the tree, that we, alienated by our
sinful rebellion, might be reconciled to God through His
death. So the beginning of His work, which Luke records, is
that work which concerned Calvary and His death. He lived
in preparation for dying. Everything He did, and everything
He taught, were focused on that hour-the hour of which He
so often spoke when, in God's purpose, He would be handed
over to the Romans to be crucified. The purpose of His death
was that through His death salvation-forgiveness, new life,
deliverance from guilt, peace with God-that salvation might
come to men.

What He did was a finished work, a perfect work, and so
what He continues to do is not to add to what He has already
done. You do not need to add to the finished work of Calvary.
There is perfection-a perfection which was reflected in His
triumphant cry from the Cross, 'It is finished!' What He
continues to do is to make known to His people, and through
His people to make known to men, the nature of this finished
work. So the apostles go out and declare to men and women
that there is no need to devise some way of salvation. The
ancient world was full of mystery religions producing ways by
which men could find God. No! say the apostles. It has
happened, God Himself has come! God has taken our nature,
and God has accepted the penalty which is due to our sins, and
we make known to you the way of salvation. Remember when
they went to Philippi, the girl spoke of Paul and Silas as 'the
servants of the most high God, who make known to us the way
of salvation'. So as they go with this message of salvation on
their lips, they are continuing to do what Jesus began to do.
He laid the foundation, they are building on it. He procured
their salvation, they are making it known. He accomplished a
finished work-they are declaring the perfection of that work
as they make known the gospel. This book is therefore the
record of the continuance of the work which Jesus began.

Through whom then does He continue this work? The
answer is here-through the apostles. If we are to understand
the New Testament at all, and if we are to understand the
nature of Scripture, it is vitally important that we understand
the unique role which these apostles had. In fact the opening
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chapter of the Acts of the Apostles indicates what importance
was attached to this apostolic office. Someone has to be elected
to take the place of Judas, and Matthias is elected, so that 'the
Twelve' may be complete. That is why the apostle Paul goes
to such pains to emphasise that he is a member of the apostolic
band by a quite unique intervention on God's part. He was
not one of the original twelve, nor had he joined them as
Matthias joined them; he had joined them because God had
met with him in a quite unique fashion-the supernatural
visitation when the risen Lord appeared to him on the Damas
cus road was Paul's commission to be an apostle. The apostles
therefore were the foundation members of the church. They
were the key men, because it was through these men that the
Lord was not only going to give His message to the church, He
was going to give it to succeeding generations through the
apostolic testimony which was written in the pages of the New
Testament. So I say it is vitally important that we understand
the role which tll::::;c aposJes had to play in the purpose and in
the providence of God.

The first point that is made here is that they were apostles
whom He had chosen. You are back to what Jesus began to
do at the very beginning of His ministry, He chose twelve.
You will remember that there was a twofold reason given for
His choosing these twelve. It was first of all that they might
be with Him, and then that He might send them forth to
preach. They were to be with Him in a very intimate fellow
ship. There would be many with Him, of course-there was
the wider group of disciples, there were the crowds who came
around and listened to Him-but this group was a specially
chosen one. He chose them not that they might be an exclusive
group, but in order that ultimately they might reach out to
others. But He chose them for this very intimate fellowship
because it was essential that they might be qualified for the
tremendous and responsible task which He was going to
commit to them. They were chosen to be with Him, and then
that He might send them forth to preach.

Now that is what He began to do, and the period of His
earthly ministry was a period of preparing them for what lay
ahead. But the first period of preparation seemed to end in
disastrous failure. They seemed so slow to learn the lessons
-so much so that when the testing time came one of them
betrayed Him, another denied Him, and the rest forsook Him
and fled. It seemed as if everything had collapsed in ruin. He
was not taken by surprise. We cannot understand it, it is a
mystery, why He chose Judas, yet all the time He knew that
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Judas was going to do what ultimately he did. He knew that
the others were going to fail. He knew that they would require
something more before they were ready for the task which was
theirs. The first thing that was required was His resurrection.
They failed because all they could see at the precise point
when they failed was His death, and as far as they were con
cerned death was the end of everything. Dead people do not
rise. Death is a full stop to any earthly activity. What they
needed to learn was that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was not
tied as men are, by suffering and by dying, but that He was the
living Son of God. So what they needed was the Resurrection,
and as Luke points out, after His resurrection He appeared to
them. He appeared to them during a period of forty days, and
during those days He taught them lessons which were abso
lutely vital. They learnt who He really was, that He was indeed
the Son of God. They learnt why He had come, that He had
come to be the Saviour of the world. They learnt what He had
done when He went to Calvary (when He had died at that time
they had thought at the time that it was a failure)-that He
had gone there triumphantly to carry out the work of
salvation.

This is why these men go out with a zest in their living and
a thrill in their preaching. What is their message? Jesus
Christ is alive? Listen to Peter as he preaches on the day of
Pentecost. He is facing the crowds in the very city which had
rejected the Messiah and had handed Him over to the Romans
to be crucified. Yet Peter has a thrill in his heart, a thrill which
is very far different from what he had in his heart not so very
long before when in his misery and fear he had denied his
Lord. Peter is now saying, 'You crucified Him, you rejected
Him, but God raised Him up'. The thrill of the preaching in
the Acts of the Apostles is that it comes from men who are
eye-witnesses of the resurrection-We speak what we know,
we are telling you what we have seen for ourselves. No wonder
they turned the world upside down. For the Lord, the risen,
living Lord, had met with them, and He had sent them out
with His message. 'You shall be witnesses,' He said, 'in
Jerusalem, Judaea, Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of
the earth.' Theirs was a commission to go out with this
thrilling word that already they had proved-He is alive! He
is the Saviour of the world. 'You are to go out with this,' He
says, 'to the far ends of the earth.'

Now quite clearly twelve men facing the nations of the world
is an impossible task, humanly speaking. How could you learn
the thousands upon thousands of languages? How could you
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traverse the miles across the world? Indeed, take India-had
they started visiting a village a day in India they would still be
visiting villages in India and they would not have reached the
end of their task. But the Lord was sending His apostles not as
the one group who would do the whole work, but as those who
would be the spearhead, as those who would lead the way.
They were to be the pioneers, and the people of God were
to follow. But that meant something which is of fundamental
importance. If they were to do their work, if they were to
witness, and then commit the task to the people of God, they
must give the people of God a clear indication of what they
are to say, a clear understanding of the good news. Now if
you have simply a spoken word, in a few generations that
spoken word becomes garbled. Indeed, you do not need a few
generations. You know what happens when rumours go round
the grapevine. Someone says, 'Do not pass it on but ... ' and
recounts some~h;ng. The hearer goes through the same
formula-'I have heard this in confidence and you will not
spread it but ... ' and so it goes on, and by the time it reaches
the other end it has materially changed. Often it grows out of
all proportion by the time it passes from lip to lip. So if a
spoken tradition comes from generation to generation, it
becomes altered, and sometimes altered and distorted out of
all recognition.

So in the purpose of God His method of working was this:
He did not leave it to the spoken apostolic testimony to govern
the church down the centuries, He moved these men to write,
and from the apostolic group there came in written form what
we call the New Testament. That does not mean to say that every
book in the New Testament was written by an apostle---quite
clearly it was not. Luke himself was not one of the apostles. But
it came from this apostolic group. Each one of the men who
wrote the New Testament had intimate'links with the apostolic
circle. Take Mark's Gospel, for example. Mark was not an
apostle, but in the early church it was quite accepted-in fact
one of the early church writers, Papias, mentions this fact-that
Mark was simply the spokesman for the apostle Peter, and he
was recording what he had heard from Peter's lips. So the Lord
chose these twelve, not that they should carry the entire
burden of responsibility for evangelising the whole world, but
that they should be the pioneers and also that through them the
gospel in written form might be given to the church. So when
we go out today to witness, we go with the apostolic testimony,
we go with the word which the Lord has entrusted to us, and
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it is a word which we have received from these men whom
Christ chose.

But there is one key factor-a vital factor-which I have not
yet really dealt with. If we are to understand the Acts of the
Apostles we must recognise that the supreme factor is the gift
of the Holy Spirit. It was this that the apostles themselves so
greatly needed. I have already said they needed the realisation
that Jesus had risen from the dead. They needed to go out
with confidence and assurance to say 'He is risen! He is
alive!' But if they were thus to understand and if they were to
speak powerfully, something must happen to them, and that
something was the coming of the Holy Spirit. It has been well
said that this book could equally be designated 'The Acts of
the Holy Spirit'. It is He who is at work through the apostles.
It is He who is bringing to their remembrance the things which
Jesus began to do and to teach. It is He who makes them
understand the full significance of what Jesus has accom
plished, and it is He supremely who gives them power to go
out in Christ's Name.

Now the gift of the Spirit is here related to the prophecy of
John the Baptist. John had said, 'I baptise you with water
unto repentance; He shall baptise you with the Holy Spirit and
with fire'. 'Now,' says Jesus, 'this prophecy is about to be
fulfilled. I am going to be withdrawn from you. I am going to
return to my Father's presence. And I am going to give the
Holy Spirit: He would remove Himself from His church, but
it would only be in visible form, in bodily form. He would still
be present. What Jesus began to do and teach, He is going to
continue. He did it then with the little group who gathered
around Him, now He is going to do it for a world-wide fellow
ship. He will not therefore do it now as He did it then, in the
flesh; He will do it now through the working of the Spirit.
'John,' He said, 'spoke of this; and when he plunged men in
the waters of the Jordan and baptised them, he was speaking
of the cleansing which they needed. I am going to baptise you
with the Holy Spirit and with fire, because the purging and the
cleansing which will come through the Spirit's working will be
far deeper than was ever accomplished by the baptism of
John.' He will come to bring life. When the Spirit falls upon
a man He brings life into his soul. A man dead in trespasses
and sins is incapable of responding to the word, incapable
indeed of understanding the word, but when the Holy Spirit
falls, that man is made alive unto God through Jesus Christ
our Lord. 'He is coming,' said Jesus, 'to commission you, to
equip you for service, and you will go out. You have been
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weak, you have failed, you apostles, but you will go out strong
in the power of God the Holy Spirit.'

You might sum up the theme of this book in a reference
later in chapter fifteen: 'The disciples were filled with joy and
with the Holy Spirit.' As you read the pages you find very
ordinary men and women, but they are men and women who
have become extraordinary because God has come to them.
They are filled with joy. It is a joy so wonderful and so over
whelming that others cannot but take notice. So much so that
on the day of Pentecost the onlookers said 'they are drunk'.
The enthusiasm, the intensity of feeling was such that people
could not understand it, and this was their attempt to explain
what had happened to these men. These men to whom the
Spirit came went out rejoicing, they went out with power. No
wonder they were described as those who turned the world
upside down. They were a disruptive force. They were not a
nice respectable addition to the community. They were men
and women whose very lives and whose lips spoke of a gospel
which not only changed men and women but changed the very
fabric of their living and the fabric of the society in which they
moved.

We are going to stand, by God's grace, alongside churches
vibrant with the call of God, churches in which Christ is mani
festly present, churches which know the power of God the
Holy Spirit. We will ask ourselves-is this why there is so
little impact upon men and women about us today? Is this
why the world is not being turned upside down? Is this why
the churches so often are simply religious appendages to the
community? Is the real answer not just this-that we need in
our day a fresh experience of Pentecost, that we need what
happened to them, God's Spirit poured upon His people?
When the Spirit comes, Christ is made known, Christ becomes
real. Then the people of God go out, not to conform to the
conventional morality of the day, not simply to be known as
one particular religious group; they go out with the kind of
thrill that you find in the apostle Peter as he says 'He is alive!
He is risen! He is able to save!' May God grant us in His
mercy such a visitation!

A calm, consistent walk in the fear at the Lord is a far
better indication at true piety than periods of ecstatic joy and
the enthusiastic singing of hallelujahs.-DR. HERMAN KUIPER.
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A Dying Testimony
FLORENCE ANNIE BRADSHAW

(Died at Norwich 28th November, 1970, aged 67 years)

The following is a verbatim transcription of a tape recording
made in bed by my late dear wife just seven weeks before her
death from cancer.

The tape recorder had remained at her bedside for some
days so that our family might have a permanent record of her
voice until one morning sHe said she felt she could speak into
it. The machine was started and she was left alone to speak
as she felt led. We would have been thankful tor five minutes
of her voice, so that we were astonished (and almost over
come) to discover she had spoken for about thirty minutes,
and that in one session, with her finger depressing the pause
key on the machine only when she felt it necessary. Twice
she said she had read trom some of her writings of many years
ago; the rest was extempore.

Our desire to share this account with others is not to glorifY
our dear departed one, but only to magnify the grace the Lord
can, and does, give when it is needed.

It is at the request of my husband and family that I am
making this record. It's October the 9th 1970. Jean (our elder
daughter) has specially asked that I would say a little about
how I first came to know the Lord.

Well, I believe that the Lord first began to work in my heart
when I was ten years old. My sister Connie, who was then six,
was suddenly struck with a pain in her leg one morning as we
were walking to school, and as we were about halfway between
school and home I decided that I would. carry her the rest of
the way to school because she just couldn't walk. During the
morning her teacher sent for me to say Connie was not at all
well and would I take her home; and I carried her the fairly
considerable distance from school to home, feeling very worn
out by the time that I reached home again.

This was the commencement of a week's illness, at the end
of which Connie died. Then followed a time when my parents
were very taken up, of course, with their grief at losing their
child, and I heard them over and over again telling their
friends they were quite sure that Connie had gone to be with
the Lord Jesus. And I knew in my heart of hearts that if it
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had been I who had died they couldn't have said this about
me. There followed a time of what I now believe to be of real
conviction of sin; and so great was this that it upset me
nervously. I was afraid to go to bed because I was afraid I
would wake up in hell; and eventually, for my health's sake,
I was taken down to Wantage, in Berkshire, to the home of
my Auntie Bessie and her family, where I spent a very happy
month in the country playing with the children. And the
effects of Connie's death began to wear off.

Time went on and I thought no more about it until I was at
about the age of twelve, or perhaps a little more. Mr. Joseph
Jarvis, of Devonshire Road Chapel, Greenwich-where my
parents were in membershiIr-preached a sermon which he
entitled 'Now AND THEN'. I can't remember the text or any
details of what he said, apart from the fact that he did draw
a very startling picture between the difference of living NOW

and in ETERNITY, and the great question was: where would
I spend eternity? I knew that it would not be in heaven, in
the state in which I then was. Again, these effects gradually
wore off; but, during this time, I was under the influence of
different Sunday School teachers and friends who were, I
knew, praying for my soul and were very kindly interested in
me. And amongst others, particularly Ethel Stevens (as she
then was) was very helpful to me. She was my morning
Sunday School teacher. She took a great interest in me, and
we often went for long walks together during which she would
talk to me about the Lord Jesus Christ. My part was to listen.
I had very little to say, I know that all this had its effect
upon me.

And so things went on, until at about the age of fifteen I
became very exercised about baptism; and eventually, resting
on the words, 'If thou believest with all thy heart, thou mayest',
I approached Mr. Joseph Jarvis and eventually was baptised
at the age of fifteen and a half years. _

After my marriage I associated more with people of the
Gospel Standard persuasion, who were inclined to question
very seriously whether anyone of so young an age as fifteen
and a half could be right in being baptised, although nothing
was ever personally said to me about it. Also, as I grew older,
the Lord showed me more and more of the sinfulness of my
heart; and the two things together caused me much exercise
of mind as to whether I had been a fit subject for baptism.
I believe now that this was a temptation from the devil. Many
many times did I feel that I knew nothing at all of the working
of the Holy Spirit, and that my religion was all of the flesh.
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Then, one Sunday morning at one of the services which were
held in Grandma Bradshaw's house in those days, Harold read
a sermon by Mr. Jessie Delves in which he mentioned just
such a case as mine, and 1 was somewhat comforted. How 1
begged, again and again, that if the Lord had not begun a work
of grace in my heart, He would begin it then.

And so it went on, until on one of my birthdays-l think in
the year 1944-1 was upstairs in the house at the Vicarage,
Surlingham, where we were then living, when 1 felt an over
whelming urge to go down on my knees and beg the Lord to
appear for me. Having laid my case once more before Him,
1 continued to kneel in silence. And while 1 was kneeling
there, the Remembrancer-it could have been no other
sweetly brought to my mind experiences just before and after
my baptism which 1 had lost sight of. 1 lived them over again:
in particular, one evening when 1 arrived at Devonshire Road
Chapel half an hour early for the prayer meeting; and as 1 sat
waiting for the meeting to begin, with my heart absolutely
bowed down with the burden of my sin- and begging the Lord
to 'Say unto my soul, 1 am thy salvation', 1 had such a wonder
ful faith's view of Jesus on the cross and 1 could say at that
moment, 'For me He died, for me'. My burden fell off, and
1 rejoiced in Christ my Saviour for the first time. The sweet
ness of this experience was renewed in my soul that memor
able February the 25th, and as a result the snare was broken
and the Lord blessed me with a sweet inward assurance that
1 was right and that 1 had been right in keeping the command
to follow Him in baptism.

During this time, Harold and 1 had been married-in 1926.
Dudley was born in 1927, and Jean in 1929. And then 1
believe the Lord taught me my first great lesson in the differ
ence between resignation to His will and acceptance of His will.

It was one Sunday morning when it began. Jean was about
eighteen months old. She had been playing just as usual. We
were busy getting ready to go to the service when suddenly she
stopped in the middle of crying over something; and instead
of going on crying, 1 realised that her mouth was wide open,
she was making no sound, and almost immediately, she fell
to the ground, and became completely convulsed! This was
a most alarming experience. Harold rushed to 'phone the
doctor, who was out; but his wife, who was a trained nurse,
told me the treatment to give her and afterwards to put her to
bed, and she would send the doctor in as soon as he came.
This was the first of many convulsions that Jean had; in fact.
they went on in a very alarming fashion until February 1932
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when she was two years old-two years and four months, I
think. She'd had some particularly bad convulsions and I took
her to the doctor to see if there wasn't something else that
he could possibly do, as this seemed to be getting worse; and,
to my absolute horror, he said to me, 'Mrs. Bradshaw, I'm
afraid you've got to face up to the fact that this is not just
infantile convulsions but a case of epilepsy'. I just cannot
explain in the least way how terrible I felt. I just felt that
I could not face up to it. How the devil tempted me: 'Now
what about all your prayers? Where is the God who answers
prayer? Does the prayer of faith save the sick? You haven't
got any faith. In fact, you can't be a child of God at all, or
He would have heard your prayers for healing for your child'.
And so on. There followed a time of complete rebellion.
Oh how I fought against the Lord: why should this happen
to me? Why should I have an epileptic child?-a child who
wouldn't be able to continue regular schooling, a child who
wouldn't be able to have regular employment, a child who
wouldn't be able to be married and have children of her own!
All the blackness of despair crowded in upon me, and I just
felt that I couldn't take it! I tried to pray about it, but could
only grumble at the heaviness of the trial. This went on for
a long time, and then, one night, I went to bed as I frequently
did at that time and remained awake, unable to sleep until the
early hours of the morning because of this great burden on my
heart; but while lying there in bed, in the darkness on this
particular night, it seemed as if someone whispered to me,
'Sweet to lie passive in His hands, And know no will but His'!
And with the words came such a wonderful softening of my
spirit. I said, '0 Lord, help me to know no will but Thine'.
It was just wrung from my heart, and almost immediately the
words came to my remembrance: 'Underneath are the ever
lasting arms'! Now I was humbled)n the dust, and wept
before the Lord, acknowledging my dreadful rebellion and
begging His forgiveness. Truly I entered that night into the
indescribable sweetness of lying passive in His hands. I told
Him if only He would strengthen and uphold me I could bear
the trial He had seen fit to send. I did lie passive in His hands
and truly felt that underneath were the everlasting arms until
nearly 4 a.m., when I fell asleep. I said nothing to Harold at the
time-I really don't know why, but Oh, the difference when I
awoke in the morning! And now, instead of grumbling, my
prayer was: 'Thy will, not mine. be done; only do Thou
strengthen and help me and uphold me'. What a difference
it makes when the Lord enables us to ACCEPT what He sends.
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not just to lie passive, as it were, and say, 'Well, what is to be
will be', but actually to ACCEPT the trial. And now, each night,
when Harold prayed that the Lord would heal Jean, I couldn't
join with him in this, but whispered inwardly, 'Thy will, not
mine, be done'. So we went on, and although previously Jean
had had, many times, as many as three or more attacks during
the week, that next week went by with no attack. And so did
the next, and the next, and the next, and the next-indeed, she
has never had another one. And it is now October 1970.

Since those days, the Lord has been graciously pleased to
lead me on, teaching and guiding and helping and upholding
me all the way. Who could have upheld me as He has but
His Own Dear Self?

In 1948 I had to go into hospital for an operation. I was
there for three weeks and I felt I learned many precious
lessons while in there; coming out feeling 'It is good for me
that I have been afflicted'.

And then, later on, another period in hospital; and as I
looked forward to going into hospital this time, for what was
a much smaller operation, I was very frightened, and felt that
either I would lose my leg (as the operation was to be for
varicose veins) or that I would not come through it alive. This
really did frighten me, and I had to beg the Lord to undertake
for me. My family were young-youngish-I felt that they
needed me and somehow I just could not leave myself quietly
in the Lord's hands. I went into hospital, and during the day
before the operation was to take place, again the Lord very
graciously undertook for me, and I was able to rest sweetly
in His arms, feeling that come what may, all would be not only
for my good but for His glory.

And so life has gone on until, two years ago, I went into
hospital once again for, this time, a major operation which
proved to be for a malignant growth. The Lord had been
graciously preparing me for this, I'm quite sure. I didn't
know then, of course, before I went in, that it was going to be
a malignant growth. I thought it was going to be fairly simple;
but during the four days which I had to spend in hospital in
preparation for the operation, the Lord was very near to me,
and I was able to commune with Him, and He communed
with me in a very wonderful way-to such an extent that when
the Sister came round at night with the sleeping tablets, I said,
"Oh no, thank you, Sister, I don't think I shall need any
sleeping tablets, I always sleep very well', and she said, 'Oh,
but you'll need some sleeping tablets now while you are wait
ing for the operation'. I said, 'Well, I would really very much
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rather not'. 'All right,' she said, 'well, if you'd like to try, will
you promise me that you'll ring if you do want some?' I said,
'Yes, I would'. And so for the first night I went to sleep.
I had a wonderful night's sleep until they woke me in the
morning, with no sleeping tablets; and the same thing the next
night and the same thing the next night. And then came the
night before the operation. The operation was to take place at
nine o'clock on the Saturday morning, and Sister came along
with sleeping tablets. 'Now you'd better have two tonight,
dear; make sure you have a really good night's sleep.' And
again I felt I didn't want to take these sleeping tablets, and I
promised her that if I couldn't go to sleep I would ring and
have them. Well, the Lord very sweetly Himself put me to
sleep and I slept again a perfect night, waking early in the
morning with those wonderful words on my mind: 'Ready
for all Thy perfect will'. I couldn't remember any more of
the hymn, but those lines were in my mind, in my heart, and
I really could say that I was ready for His perfect will. And
so, with these words, 'Ready for all Thy perfect will', ringing
in my ears and echoing in my heart even before any sedation
was given, I was ready to go into the theatre, realising that
this could be a matter of life or death, but completely sure
in my own soul that whichever way it was, all would be well.

Well, you know the story of how the Lord graciously
recovered me, and I was very well for quite a nice long time.
And I shall always be thankful that I had this lovely time of
being able to be active again and going on holiday with Harold
to Stockholm and having such a lovely time together, and then
coming back home. And it wasn't till after Christmas that
really I began to feel there was something very definitely
wrong.

I hadn't been very well before Christmas (this was Christ
mas 1969), but in the early months-in February particularly
this year-I realised that I was going downhill. And in various
little ways it came home to my mind that somehow, some
where, there were some secondaries. I didn't tell anybody, so
far as I can remember, that I felt like this; but we had always
agreed that if such a thing happened, and there was serious
illness like this, that we wouldn't have secrets from each
other-either Harold and myself or the family and myself.
And so, eventually, after I was practically certain in my own
mind that this was happening, Harold told me on June the
17th that there were secondaries in the liver. I'm so thankful
that the Lord had prepared me beforehand, because I was
able to take this calmly; and I can never stop thanking Him
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or he way in which He has kept my mind in peace over this.
fhere were times at the beginning when one feared what one
might have to suffer; but I can say honestly that I have been
so sure that this was the Lord's way for me, the Lord's plan
for me, and that, in some way, He was going to bring glory to
Himself that it really hasn't worried me. It can only be the
Lord Himself who has given me the wonderful peace of mind
which I have experienced-which I wouldn't have believed
could have been possible in me who, some years ago, could
have been described as one of those people who all their life
time were subject to bondage through fear of death. This has
not been so, and I am completely-so far-at peace. I can
say He has helped me, that He is helping me, and that I
believe that He will help me. 'He that has helped me hitherto,
Will help me all my journey through; And daily give me cause
to raise New Ebenezers to His praise.'

Shortly after I had been told about the secondaries (and
here I would like to say how thankful I am that we decided
that we would not have these terrible secrets from each other,
because it has been such a relief, not only to myself but to the
family, I know, to be able to talk freely about this-that we
haven't had to hide things and put on an act. It has been truly
wonderful: we have had real fellowship together-Harold
and I have had some precious times together, and so I have
had with each of the dear children-and we are so thankful
about this), I was saying that shortly after this, I came upstairs
to bed to rest one afternoon when, suddenly, the tempter, the
devil, swept in on me like a flood. 'How do you know you're
resting on the right foundation? Have you got any foundation
to rest on at all?' And I wept before the Lord; my distress
was great. And then, suddenly, I remembered that lovely
hymn: 'My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood
and righteousness', and how the chorus goes on: 'On Christ,
the Solid Rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand'.
And this was such a comfort to me, and I told the devil to his
face that I was resting on that foundation that was the sure
foundation, and he just slunk away. And I can honestly say
that although I've felt him hovering, he hasn't really dared to
show his face.

Dudley (her son) came in one evening soon after this, and
we were talking about that lovely text, 'Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee', and Dudley
reminded me that the word 'keep' really means 'guard' or
'garrison'. And this was a great help to me because since then
it's seemed to me as if there was a great WALL OF STRENGTH
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that the Lord has built around me; and although-as I said
it seems as if Satan has been hovering, yet he hasn't been able
to find the way in.

I do want to say a word of thanks to my dear children.
I have, on a previous piece of tape, thanked by husband, my
dear Harold, who has done so much for me, so patiently, so
willingly, so lovingly; nothing is ever the slightest bit of trouble
to him apparently. And this has been a great comfort to me;
and, as I have already said, we have had some precious
seasons of fellowship together which have come about so
spontaneously when we have been able to talk together and
really open our hearts to each other. And the dear children,
how each one of them has surrounded me with their love and
their care and their prayers. It's been absolutely beautiful to
behold, and so comforting.

I would just like to mention one way in which Nettie (her
younger daughter) was a help to me a long time ago. This is
going back a long time, to a time when we were at the Vicar
age at Surlingham; and she had had measles, and this was
followed by some very heavy nosebleeding. And one day it
had been particularly bad. It had been quite frightening for
the child as well as for me, and she was quite scared to settle
down at night. When I went up to have our usual prayer time
together with her, she said, 'Mummy, what shall I do if my
nose bleeds in the night again?' And I said, 'Well, darling,
we'll ask the Lord Jesus that it may not bleed during the night'.
And so I prayed, and I believe she did too, that she might be
free from nosebleeding during the night. I settled her down
and thought all was well and went downstairs. I hadn't been
down many minutes before I heard her calling me, and I went
up to see her sitting up in bed holding up a great piece of rag
which I had given her just before we had prayed, in case her
nose should bleed during the night; and she said, 'Mummy, it
wouldn't be having faith, would it really, to have that piece of
rag there in case my nose bleeds, because we've asked the
Lord Jesus not to let it bleed?' And this was a challenge to
me, and a very lovely thought which has come to me many
many times: a thought which I have used a number of times
in illustrating in talks for women's meetings. Yes, each of my
dear children has been such a blessing to us both, and we
thank the Lord with all our hearts for them-not only for
their love and their care and their sympathy, but for the fact
that He has, by His grace, called each one of them to know
Him. Oh, we can never cease to thank Him for this.

And then the dear grandchildren, 0 how we love them!

•
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What a lot they mean to us! Some of them already, we know,
do know the Lord Jesus for themselves; and our great prayer
is that each one of them may be brought to a saving know
ledge of the Lord Jesus as their own personal Saviour and
Lord; and that each one of them may be used in His kingdom.
God bless you all, my dear, dear family.

1 would just like to say how very near and dear the Lord
has been on several occasions to me. 1 remember particularly
one night, not so many nights ago, when 1 was settling down
to go to sleep, and had been praying and committing myself
once again into His hands, and the lines of the hymn, the last
lines of the verse of a hymn-l can't remember how it begins
-came into my mind: 'Nothing between, Lord, Nothing
between'. And 1 believe from my very heart 1 could say that
there was NOTHING between my Lord and me. 0 how gracious
the Lord is! He doesn't give these feelings, He doesn't give
this grace until we need it; but when we need it, if we're His
children, then 1 can testify that He does give it in great
measure. My prayer is that He will keep me in this 'perfect
peace which passeth all understanding', and graciously take
me home to be with Himself, when the time is ripe.

1 have just heard this tape, and realise that 1 haven't
specifically mentioned my daughter and sons-in-law; but this
is not really an omission because they're so much my own dear
children that 1 count them in with my own children. I do want
to say how thankful we both are that each of our children has
a truly godly partner, with whom they can have real fellow
ship and blessing together. (End of the tape recording.)

After their dear mother's death, my son and two daughters
felt that their father should add to her recording some of the
precious experiences we went through during the last months
of her life. 1 therefore continued on her tape:

She lay in bed through all the lovely summer weeks of 1970
and into the autumn with a cheerfulness and serenity which
astonished us all and all who came to see her. My daughter
Nettie asked her once if she ever felt rebellious or bitter that
she would not get better again, so that she could stay here and
enjoy with me my recent retirement, and still enjoy her child
ren and grandchildren whom she had loved so much. She
replied: '1 have never felt rebellious, 1 can honestly say'; and
1 can vouch that there was never any gloom emanating from •
her; but on the other hand she seemed to be literally living in
that 'peace of God which passeth all understanding'. 1 have
never personally seen so marvellously fulfilled in anyone the
promise, 'Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is
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stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee'. It is true she
wept many times during the last four months of her life, but
they were not once tears of sorrow or sadness, but because she
so often felt overcome with the sense of the Lord's goodness
to her and to her dear ones.

My daughter Jean found her one day in bed in tears; but
she said she was just filled with thoughts of thankfulness to us
as a family, And she asked Jean to get down on her knees by
the side of the bed and thank God for her audibly; which
Jean did.

One night, I was in bed, in another bed in her room, and
I was awake in the very early hours. She didn't know that 1
was awake and I didn't know that she was awake; but sud
denly I heard her exclaim in a loud voice, 'Bless the Lord, 0
my soul!' I said nothing, expecting to hear more; but very
shortly I heard her sobbing. Then, of course, 1 did speak, and
asked her, 'What's the matter, darling?' She replied, 'Oh, it's
only the Lord's goodness to me. I used to be able to keep it
in, but now I can't'.

Her communion with her Lord was marvellous. She seemed
at times enveloped in the love of Christ. For instance, on one
occasion she quoted that verse:

As when a child, secure from harms,
Hangs at its mother's breast;

So Jesus folds us in His arms
And we're completely blest.

Then she said, 'I'm like that, I'm in His arms, and nothing
can touch me'-a sweet feeling of security which she spoke of
very frequently.

Another time, she said to my daughter Nettie, who nursed
her so lovingly during the last six weeks of her life: 'I can't
tell you how much I love Him. 1 just want to put my arms
around Him, and feel His arms about me'.

Only a few weeks before she died, in an even expanded time
of joy and expectation, she told us she had been thinking of
Beulah Land (as so graphically portrayed by John Bunyan in
his Pilgrim's Progress). She shed tears again of happiness,
saying that was just where she was; waiting her turn to be
called to Heaven. 1 asked her if she would like me to read
about it again, and she said she would. So 1 did, and before
I'd finished she was in tears again, but radiant with the loveli
ness of it all. The very room just then seemed holy ground.

She was quite frequently so thankful that the Lord had
spared her from having any severe pain, as she felt such a
coward, she said, at pain; but notwithstanding her increasingly



4Ul$ The Gospel Magazine

emaciated condition, and inability to eat, and her constant
craving for water, as October approached, she began to be like
Paul: pressing towards the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.

For a short time, at one period-as she herself mentions in
her recording-she felt Satan was 'hovering around', as she
put it; and one night, quite suddenly, she was heard to say, in
a stern, loud voice: 'Leave me alone, Satan, I don't want
anything to do with you, I'm going to glory'!

A little after this, she was troubled that between Beulah
Land and Heaven there was the river of death to cross, and
how she was to get across. But I reminded her that even when
actually in the river, 'the everlasting arms' would still be
underneath her, with which she agreed, and seemed comforted.

Coming to her last few days, my daughter Nettie told her
the doctor said it might be only a day or two now. She
excitedly asked: 'Did he really say that?' And, knowing she
was having to take various drugs, she said, 'You won't try to
keep me here, will you? I don't know how to wait, but I
would not quarrel with His time'.

A day or two later I said to her: 'The doctor says it will
not be more than a few days now'. She roused, and said
loudly in disappointment, 'Days? 1 don't know how to wait!'

One morning, a little later on, on waking she said, 'I thought
I'd gone'. And she seemed so perplexed as to why the Lord
had not taken her that she asked, 'What do 1 have to do to
go?' We could only try to assure her that the Lord would
come for her at exactly His time; and then 1 heard her several
times whispering, 'Lord, take me. Lord, take me'.

During the last week, her mind became affected, and as she
repeatedly tried to get out of bed, the doctor advised increased
sedation. She now slept most of the time; but she quickly, if
weakly, responded to readings from Daily light. She now had
to be turned very frequently from side to side because of pres
sure areas on her dear emaciated body;- and my daughter
Nettie told me that every time she turned her, she roused and
seemed to be speaking of, or to, Jesus.

As her dear life ebbed out, those lines came forcibly to me:
Anon the pearly gates unfold,

An heir of bliss draws nigh.
Anon they strike their harps of gold,

And 'Hallelujah!' cry-
and at the close of the day, just two days before she died, she
roused and said, quite firmly, 'Lord Jesus Christ, I'm coming
:0 glory'. These were her last words" and at 9 p.m. on Satur-

•



The Gospel Magazine 409

day the 28th of November she breathed her last in utter
peace. 'AND THE TRUMPETS SOUNDED ON THE
OTHER SIDE.'

As I looked at her dear face, now still in death, I thought
of those striking lines by John Newton:

In vain the fancy strives to paint
The moment after death;

The glories that surround the saints
When yielding up their breath.

One gentle sigh their fetters breaks;
We scarce can say, 'They're gone! '

Before the willing spirit takes
Her mansion near the throne.

Faith strives, but all her efforts fail
To trace her in her flight.

No eye can pierce within the veil
That hides that world of light.

Thus much (and this is all) we know:
They are completely blest;

Have done with sin, and care, and woe,
And with their Saviour rest.

On harps of gold they praise His name;
His face they always view;

Then let us followers be of them,
And we shall praise Him too.

HAROLD J. BRADsHAw.

Concluded from page 410
mean to one who is deaf? a complicated mathematical
formula to one who is incapable of the simplest sum? a beau
tiful picture to a blind person? or the joys of physical culture
to one who has no arms nor legs? ...

. . . But what has all this to do with purity of heart and the
promise that the pure in heart shall see God?

This! For as the fish cannot appreciate the grandeur of the
ocean, the bird the beauty of its living home, the animal the
glory of the countryside, a deaf man the delights of music, a
blind man a beautiful picture, and a man without arms or legs
the joy of physical culture; so none but the pure in heart can
see God because purity of heart is the capacity that enables
man to see Him; and of all creatures under the sun none
have this capacity but those who are born of God and indwelt
by the Holy Spirit.
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BEATITUDE
H. P. WOTTON

'Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shaD see God.'

There is in nature a wonderful adaptation of environment to
creature, the one the complement of the other-the fish for
the sea, the bird for the air, and the animal and man for the
earth. But there are certain aspects of environment that cannot
be appreciated by fish, bird, beast or unregenerate man.

Though the sea is the sphere of the fish it knows nothing of
its grandeur. It feels the difference between the rush of mighty
waters and the gentle touch of those that are calm, but it
cannot appreciate the majesty of the ocean as it roars out its
wrath in a storm, see beauty reflected in the sea itself from a
cloudless sky, or enjoy the sound of the waves as they gently
rock a boat moored in the harbour. The fish, then, is dead to
the beauty of sight and sound in its own environment, for of
all creatures under the sun only man has the capacity to enjoy
them.

The birds make their nests in the tree-tops and fly high
into the air. They migrate from one country to another
according to the suitability of the climate to their constitution;
but they cannot appreciate the beauty of their living home as
it undergoes its changes in spring, summer, autumn and winter.
Though they soar high into the air, the glory of the rising and
setting sun does not belong to them. They do not wonder at a
mackerel sky, at a silver lining, or at the little puffs of cloud
that wander here and there. As far as these things are con
cerned they are dead, for of all creatures under the sun only
man has the capacity to enjoy them.

The golden corn that waves in the summer breeze cannot
appreciate its own beauty; nor have the rose and violet power
to appreciate their own perfume. The animals that live in the
fields and woods have no understanding of the glory of the
countryside, the changing colour of the leaves from spring to
autumn, or the variety in shape, shade and perfume of wild
and garden flowers. As far as these things are concerned,
the plant, the horse, the cow and the sheep are dead, for of all
creatures under the sun only man has the capacity to appre
ciate them.

In the world of people, what does the music of the masters
Concluded on page 409
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ASSURANCE-the
TRUE and the FALSE

W. WEIR
(A series of studies in I John)

IV. The Importance at ChristhUl Love. This love is very
closely linked with the subject of relationship just considered.
John consistently uses the word agapao here. It is the word
characteristic of Christianity; and its meaning, as used in
Scripture, becomes clear as we study its usage.

We discover that after the first brief chapter of ten verses,
each of the four other chapters has something to say about
this theme, while chapters 2, 3 and 4 seem to be full of it.
Evidently here is something that has a tremendous bearing on
the subject of assurance since John writes so much about it!

Commencing with chapter 4 : 10 we read 'In this is love, not
that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son
to be the propitiation for our sins.' Here we see the origin,
pattern and measure of Love. It originated not with us but
with God, so that we are moving not in the realm of the
natural but of the supernatural.

The pattern of love, like everything else originating with
God, is perfect-'not that we loved God but that He loved us'.
When His love was neither appreciated nQr reciprocated, He
loved us when the only thing to inspire such love was His own
character. As we read twice over in this passage: 'God is love'.
The exercise of divine love toward sinners springs from what
He is in Himself. 'But God shows and clearly proves his [own]
love for us by the fact that while we were still sinners Christ,
the Messiah, the Anointed One, died for us.' (Romans 5 : 8).
He could have no pleasure nor satisfaction in our sinful ways,
but, notwithstanding all our unloveliness, His love acted on
our behalf for our salvation. This is the pattern of love set
before us in I John.

The measure of Love is indicated thus: 'He loved us, and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.' Paul argues
'He who did not spare even His own Son but gave Him up for
us all, will He not also with Him freely and graciously give us
all things?' (Romans 8 : 32). Such love could withhold nothing
that would be for the lasting good of those on whom is rested.

'His love denies us nothing,
His wisdom deemeth good.'-S. W. Partridge.
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The Apostle confronts us with such a perfect pattern and
measure of love that there can be nothing higher. To be able
to appreciate it even in measure must lead to the confession:
'Not as though I had already attained, either were already
perfect.'

The new relationship in God's family is essentially a Love
relationship. If there is no real love toward the Lord, it is
high time to check our position and question our right to the
assurance in the epistle. If love to God is deep and genuine, it
will manifest itself in unmistakable ways. There will be love
for the other members of the family of grace. 'We know that
~ have passed from death into life by the fact that we love
the brethren (Ch. 3 : 14). If the time should ever come when
we find no real joy in the company and fellowship of genuine
Christians and we are more at home amongst the 'children
of the devil', this word from Scripture should be like the red
light warning us of danger.

We cannot escape this by thinking that we can discover
little or nothing in some fellow-believers to draw out our love
toward them. The pattern of love already considered does not
admit of any escape in this way. To love our brother is one of
the hall-marks of Christianity. Chapter 4 : 7: 'Everyone that
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.' With this we should
compare John 13 : 35: 'By this shall all men know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another.' It is not an ordinary
natural affection that is required. It is a character so touched
by the love of God as to feel a responsibility to desire and
work for the highest good of others.

V. The Importance of a Consistent Walk. Genuine
Christianity must be practical. Faith must find expression in
daily life and conduct. Some seem to be satisfied with a pro
fession of faith, an orthodoxy of doctrine, and an ecclesiastical
alignment that has little if any practical effect on outlook and
conduct. But one has only to study this epistle to see how far
such a concept is removed from the teaching of the New
Testament.

The Apostle again confronts us with the perfect pattern:
'Whoever says he abides in Him ought-as a personal debt
to walk and conduct himself in the same way in which He
walked and conducted Himself.' Chapter 2 : 6. John uses this
word 'walk' figuratively to signify 'conduct'. Paul uses it in
the same way. He speaks about walking according to the
course of this world, walking in love, walking circumspectly,
walking honestly, walking worthy of the Lord, walking in
craftiness, and walking disorderly. John reminds us that our
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walk-our whole round of life-should be modelled after the
pattern of the Lord Himself.

One of the heresies that had gained the ear of some pro
fessing Christians was that conduct mattered little; that, when
truly enlightened, one is not responsible to any kind of law.
This antinomian tendency is to be found still, in one form or
another, among some professing Christians. It is an attitude
that avows faith in the precious statement: 'The blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin (1 : 7), and fails
to give due consideration to the words: 'No one born of
God deliberately and knowingly practices sin, for God's
nature abides in him.' (3 : 9). If the first statement is a source
of encouragement to the saint when conscious of failure, it
was never intended to make him confident when deliberately
pursuing a course of disobedience and sin. The second state
ment would rebuke such presumption. The Apostle exposes
and repudiates tbis heresy concerning daily life and conduct
as vigorously as he opposes the other concerning the Person
and work of Jesus Christ. We saw earlier that we cannot
believe just what we like about the Person and Work of Jesus
Christ and be genuine Christians. Now we shall see that we
cannot live and act in any way· we like and be genuine
Christians. It is vain to profess to know God while in works
we deny Him (Titus 1 : 16). We are not saved by works, but
the faith that does not work does not. save. As Melanchthon
put it: 'We are saved by faith alone but the faith that saves is
never alone.'

A careful study of the first part of Chapter 3 should con·
vince us of the truth we are considering. The Apostle first
reminds us of our relationship to God as His children. Then
he points forward to the time when the family likeness will be
perfected in us: 'See what an incredible quality of love the
Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called and
counted the children of God! And so'we are! The reason that
the world does not know us, is that it does not know Him.
Beloved, we are now God's children; it is not yet disclosed
what we shall be, but we know that when He comes and is
manifested we shall resemble and be like Him, for we shall see
Him just as He is. (3 : 1.2.)

In the meantime, while we are waiting for the time when
'we shall see Him', we should be heading for the goal: 'And
everyone who has this hope resting on Him cleanses (purifies)
himself just as He is pure.' (3 : 3.) Here is the perfect pattern
confronting us again-'as He is pure'. Not one of us has
attained such perfection but the trend of life is ever in this
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direction, and this should be true of 'everyone who has this
hope'.

Suppose one does declare his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,
and professes a doctrine that seems sound and good, but
instead of the trend of life being toward holiness it is toward
evil, what then? Let the Holy Spirit give the answer through
John: 'Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness: for
that is what sin is, lawlessness [the breaking, violating of God's
law by transgression or neglect; being unrestrained and un
regulated by His commands and His will]. You know that He
appeared in visible form and became man to take away sins,
and in Him there is no sin-essentially and forever. No one
who abides in Him habitually commits sin. No one who
habitually sins has either seen or known Him or has had an
experimental acquaintance with Him.' (See I John 3 : 4-10.)

We may notice three things about this passage.
(1) It does not set before us a condition of special holiness

experienced only by a small minority of Christians. It is not
something optional at all, but something absolutely essential
to our having any place in God's family. 'By this it is made
clear who take their nature from God and are His children,
and who take their nature from the devil and are his child
ren.' (v. 10.) If anyone professing Christianity is guilty of
deliberate disobedience and sin, and yet thinks he is justified
in claiming the assurance of Chapter 5 : 13, let him carefully
weigh these challenging verses of Chapter 3. These verses are
included in the message John writes 'so that you may know
... that you have life'. But the life whose direction is away
from holiness rather than toward it does not fit in here, and
therefore can have no full right to the confidence set before
us in the epistle.

(2) The passage does not teach sinless perfection. To put the
construction of absolute sinlessness upon the words would
mean that none but the sinlessly perfect are born of God, and
this would mean a contradiction of an earlier passage. (Chap
ter 1 : 7-8.)

(3) In this passage the Apostle is thinking of the trend of
life. Some modern translations help us to understand this. 'No
one born of God habitually practises sin.' (v. 9.) It is possible
for a true Christian to be 'overtaken in a fault'; to experience
a temporary lapse or failure. But if he is a true Christian he
cannot continue in a lapsed condition. Sooner or later, like
Peter, he will find again his true place among the disciples
of the Lord. 'There is a world of difference between one sin
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in a struggle against sin (2 : 1) and the habit of sin (3 : 6-9)'
Robertson.

Other passages of solemn warning might be added to the
one we are considering. They should concern the backslider.
They should prevent any Christian from being complacent and
confident unless the trend of life is continually upward and
God-ward. When Barnabas came to Antioch he exhorted the
believers-'warned, urged and encouraged them all tQ cleave
unto and remain faithful and devoted to the Lord with reso
lute and steady purpose of heart'. (Acts 11 : 23.) Anything
less than this cannot lead to the fullest enjoyment of chapter
5: 13.

Involved in a consistent walk as evidence of being in God's
family is obedience to the revealed will Qf God. 'If we really
are living and walking in the Light as He Himself is in the
Light, we have true, unbroken fellowship.' (1 : 7.) We cannot
be walking in the light if we are wilfully turning our backs
upon any commandment of the Lord. The attitude of deliber
ate disobedience will cast a dark shadow along the path of life.

The emphasis that John puts upon this matter is quite re
markable. 'This is how we may discern (daily by experience)
that we are coming to know Him: if we keep His teachings.
Whoever says, I know Him, but fails to keep and obey His
commandments is a liar, and the Truth is not in Him. But he
who keeps His Word-who bears in mind His precepts, who
observes His message in its entirety-truly in him has the
love of and for God been perfected. By this we may perceive
and be sure that we are in Him: Whoever says he abides in
Him ought-as a personal debt-to walk and conduct himself
in the same way in which He walked and conducted Himself.'
(2: 3-6).

There is no licence given here to disregard any part of
God's truth. The only attitude consistent with such a passage
is to make it our continual desire and determination to 'stand
perfect and complete in all the will of God' (Col. 4 : 12).

Such implicit obedience will issue in spiritual growth
toward maturity. Walking in the light will lead on to ever
increasing light, and help us to know the joy of full assur
ance. Obedience is pleasing to God, and a delight to all who
really love God. 'By this we come to know that we love the
children of God: when we love God and obey His commands;
when we keep His ordinances and are mindful of His precepts
and His teaching. For the love of God is this, that we do His
commands-keep His ordinances and are mindful of His pre-
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cepts and teaching. And these orders of His are not irksome
-burdensome, oppressive or grievous.' (5 : 2-3.)

We should say like the Lord Himself: 'I delight to do Thy
will, 0 my God; yea, Thy law is within my heart.' (Ps. 40 : 8.)
The words of the Lord Jesus Christ to His disciples are
similar: 'The person who has My commands and keeps them
is the one who really loves Me.' (John 14: 21.) 'If you keep
My commandments-if you continue to obey My instructions
-you will abide in My love and live on in it; just as I have
obeyed My Father's commandments and live on in His love'
(John 15 : 10).

Nothing can be of greater importance for the well-being of
the Christian than that he should maintain an attitude of
implicit obedience to all the known will of God. And so we
see that one of the things that makes for joyful assurance of
eternal life is a consistent walking in the light, finding delight
in obeying the will of God in all things. (To be continued)

True words make and false words mar, the soul, both of
him who speaks and of him who hears. A lie is a dreadfuL
thing; it is the primary work of Satan. When tHe Bible wishes
to characterise Satan, how does it do so? It speaks of him as
the 'father of Lies' and as a 'murderer from the beginning'.
These are related characterisations. Souls are murdered by
lies! The Word, which is the Truth of God, saves men; the
perversion of the word which is a lie, destroys them. One does
not lightly play with such issues of soul-life and soul-death.
Telling the truth is enjoined from the dawn of history; it was,
indeed, a lie neatly disguised as truth which perverted human
history at its source.-LEsTER DE KOSTER.

Be resolute in prayer. Make any sacrifice to majntajn it.
Consider that time is short and that business and company
must not be allowed to rob thee of God.-AooNIRAM JOOSON.

MY FRIEND
For sixty-two years and five months I had a beloved wife,

and now, in my ninety-second year, I am left alone. But I turn
to the ever present Jesus, as I walk up and down in my room,
and say, 'Lord Jesus, I am alone, and yet not alone-Thou
art with me, Thou art my Friend. Now, Lord, comfort me,
strengthen me, give to Thy poor servant everything Thou
seest he needs'. And we should not be satisfied till we are
brought to this, that we know the Lord Jesus Christ experi
mentally, habitually to be our Friend: at all times, and under
all circumstances, ready to prove Himself to be our Friend.
-GEORGE MULLER.
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The Eternal Conflict
M. ELLISTON

This conflict, started in eternity, is now centred upon one
~mall part of the universe, this planet earth. It is a conflict
between the almighty God and the fallen angel Satan for
supremacy over the world and for the worship and service of
humanity. God is calling out a people for Himself and so
establishing a witness for Himself on the earth. Satan is
seeking to destroy God's people and to extinguish that witness.

We come now to trace the history of the conflict thus far and
the means by which God is waging it. The first action of the
battle for mansoul was struck by Satan (Genesis 3) and had
two main results. It spoilt God's creation and gave Satan his
opportunity to set up his kingdom; and it rendered man incap
able of pleasing God, or indeed of communicating with God.

To understand why it was that God bore with mankind it
is necessary to recall what we have established about the
nature of God. God is love and because He loves His creation
and humanity He would not leave them in Satan's hands
without providing a way for mankind to return to Him. Love
desires a response from the beloved and in desiring worship,
praise and glorification from mankind God is showing that
He desires us to express our love to Him.

By ourselves we cannot love God-we cannot even approach
Him because of sin. Having this eternally in view God began
to realise His plan of salvation in the Garden of Eden on the
day of the fall. Genesis 3 v. 15.

God's plan contains vital elements. On His part He deals
with sin and makes many promises. From mankind is re
quired obedience and faith. It is a kind of eternal compact
or agreement but different from any'earthly sort of bargain
as shall be shown. It is called in the Scripture a 'Covenant'.
The three main covenants are those with Abraham, Moses and
our Lord Jesus Christ. Each one was to fulfil a specific part
of the plan of salvation. Each of the first two looked forward
to the third.

ABRAHAM

The covenant with Abraham is found in Genesis 12 vv. 1-4;
Genesis 13 vv. 14-18; Genesis 15. It was God's promise to
Abraham that his descendants would be a great nation and
would carry the blessing to all nations, Genesis 12 v. 3. Now
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in the sealing of the covenant recorded in Genesis 15 there
was sacrifice (v. 9), there was an accounting for righteousness
(v. 6), a dealing with Abraham's sin, a promise from God and
obedience and faith on the part of Abraham.

Two of God's purposes in establishing a people for Himself
were to provide a vehicle through which He would define sin
and judgment, and to provide a race through which He would
send His Son to deal with sin. The covenant with Abraham
was principally the setting up of the means for the later stages
in God's plan.

MOSES

The second covenant was the Covenant of Law given to
Moses. It is found in Exodus 20-23. The portion we tend to
remember is that containing the Ten Commandments but
there is a lot more to it than that. The words written on the
tablets of stone take up all four chapters. The first effect of
this covenant was to reveal and define sin. 'For by the law
came the knowledge of sin.' By defining in precise terms the
way in which man was to behave, the things to do and the
things from which to abstain, God provided a means for man
to know when he had sinned. If a man knows the law then he
knows whether his actions are in accord with the law or not.
Therefore there is a definition of sin-sin is violation of the
law.

But in addition, the law had another purpose, particularly
the ceremonial Law of worship and offering. In Galatians we
read, "The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ.'
It does so in two ways. First, the commandments of the law
show us clearly and precisely where we fail and show us, by
their very severity, our incapability of keeping the law. The
law demonstrates the fact that we are condemned, that we
cannot help ourselves and that we need a Saviour.

Second, the law teaches us of Christ in that its priestly inter
cessions, its offerings and its ceremoni~s point forward to
the third covenant, that of Jesus Christ. The 'things concerning
Himself' which are found in Moses and all the prophets.

Three main principles of the religious Law of Moses
that were fulfilled in Christ are: (1) that a priesthood is neces
sary to make intercession for the sins of the people, (2) there
is need of an offering of sacrifice for the remission of sin and
(3) there is the necessity of cleansing before man can approach
God.

JESUS CHRIST

The Old Testament has many instances of the expectation
of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Each appearance, for

•
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example, of the Angel of the Lord (whom 1 have suggested
was Jesus Christ Himself in angelic form) tells us something
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Angel of the Lord provided a substitutionary sacrifice
in the place of Isaac. We find unmerited grace extended to
Jacob and a deliverance provided through Gideon. He ordered
Samson to be separated to the Lord from birth as indeed he
was.

The first two covenants were a preparation for the third, the
covenant of our Lord Jesus Christ. He said of Himself, 'I
came not to destroy the law but to fulfil it' and this He did in
every sense. He is God's representative to mankind and His
people's representative before God. He is our great High
Priest. He is the perfect sacrifice and as High Priest He offered
Himself for the sins of His people, the once-and-for-all perfect
sacrifice.

So the sin problem was solved. God made a way for man to
return to Him. Christ's death appeased God's wrath against
sin, bore the judgment of God's law against sin, provided a
covering so that God's eyes would not see our sin and cleansed
our souls from the stain of sin.

Now all the covenants had one thing in common; they re
quired faith from those who came under them. Abraham
(Genesis 12 v. 6 and Romans 4 v. 3), Moses (Hebrews 11 vv.
23-29), Christians (John 3 vv. 15-18).

God always has required faith. This is the condition that
man must fulfil to come under God's covenant. Here is the
final wonder-God gives His people the gift of faith-Ephes
ians 2 w. 8, 9. It is all of grace, not of works at all.

So Satan has been defeated and his battle lost. Despite the
devil's work God comes to man and man may come to God,
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Satan is reduced to
trying to prevent human beings responding to God. That is
why some people experience a great battle in their souls before
they become converted and afterwards in the realm of assur
ance and living the Christian life. But even here Satan is
defeated because God's Holy Spirit works upon our souls to
overcome him. This victory already experienced by the people
of God is the prelude to the final consummation, when the
triumphant Christ shall finally tread Satan under His feet.
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MORMONISM:
ITS ORIGIN, CHARACTERISTICS

AND DOCTRINES
R. G. McNIECE

The origin of the Monnon System

1. As an organisation, it goes back to April, 1830. About
this time, or a few months before, the Book of Mormon was ...
published; and on April 6th, 1830, the Mormon Church was
organised with six members, in Fayette, Seneca County, New
York. Notwithstanding the long-continued effort to surround
this origin with great mystery, and various spectacular fire-
works from heaven, as manipulated by Joseph Smith, there is
no mystery about it. The period of its existence is not long
enough to take us back to the region of mystery.

2. The two main sources of its origin: The first source is a
group of three designing men, who put their profane wits
together to palm off on various communities in New York,
Pennsylvania and Ohio, this crude, bogus, man-made system
under the garb of Christian phraseology, in order to deceive
the unthinking.

People in general think of Joseph Smith as the one man
above all others who originated the Mormon System. But the
facts are ~oljd against such a proposition. Smith was ignorant
and illiterate, hardly able to read until after he was a grown
man. He knew practically nothing about the Bible, according
to his mother's statement, and there is no substantial evidence
in his life and conduct that he ever had any religion in his
heart.

A religious man, however erratic he might be, who had been
trained in the Bible and in theology, was needed to give the
bogus system some kind of religious setting. The only man
connected with the scheme from its very beginning, long before
the public organisation, who had any such qualifications was
the Rev. Sidney Rigdon. About 1819, when 26 years of age,

FOOTNOTE: This article first appeared in The Fundamentals,
published in the early 1900s. The author had been for many
years a Presbyterian minister in the Mormon 'capital', Salt
Lake City.
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he was licensed to preach as a Baptist minister, and in 1821
became pastor of a small Baptist church in Pittsburg.

He was an interesting speaker, but very erratic, and con
stantly presenting all soris of wild and startling theories which
unsettled the people. In 1824 he was deposed from the
Baptist denomination because he was unwilling to work in
harmony with its leaders. About two years later, he became
a minister of the Campbellite denomination, and came under
the powerful influence of that strong man, Alexander Camp
bell, who thoroughly indoctrinated him in all the doctrines
and views peculiar at that time to the denomination. But
Rigdon quarrelled with Campbell, and argued if the latter
could secure fame and authority for himself by organising a
new church, then he, Rigdon, could secure still greater fame
and authority by giving to the world both a new revelation and
a new religion, through the Book of Mormon.

The two unprincipled men who assisted Rigdon in working
out this scheme were Parley P. Pratt, who afterwards became
one of the twelve apostles of Mormonism, and Joseph Smith.
Pratt furnished the mental and moral audacity necessary to
propagate such a dishonest scheme, and Joseph Smith fur
nished the avaricious cunning, which enabled him to so
commercialise the whole affair that the great bulk of the
financial profit and the ecclesiastical power fell into his hands.
He occupied a subordinate place only until Rigdon could put
the spurious Book of Mormon into its present shape. But just
as soon as the church was organised, Joseph Smith seized the
reins of power, rode rough-shod over everything and every
body that stood in his way, and did not lay down the power
until his death in June, 1844.

The kind of man Pratt was is illustrated by the fact that he
lost his life in 1857 near Fort Gibson, Arkansas, at the muzzle
of a shotgun in the hands of an enraged husband whose wife
Pratt had induced to desert her home and her children, and
go with him to Utah as one of his plural wives.

These three unprincipled men were the fabricators of the
Mormon system.

The Characteristics of Mormonism, which make it what it is
1. The Mormon System is thoroughly anti-Christian. While

appropriating to itself Christian phraseology, and New Testa
ment names and forms, it perverts or denies every fundamental
doctrine of the Christian religion. It not only denies but
ridicules the Christian doctrine of the spirituality of God, and
teaches the people that He is a big man like Brigham Young.

•
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For Mormonism teaches that Adam is the god of this world.
It denies that Christ's atonement has anything to do with our
sins, but only with the sins of Adam. To get rid of our sins,
we must work out our salvation through the teachings, and
forms, and ordinances of the Mormon Church, with its multi
plied baptisms for the dead.

2. Mormonism is a deliberate coW'lterfeit at the Christian
religion, intended to deceive the ignorant. It calls itself 'The
Church of Jesus Christ', a name to which it can lay no claim.
The term 'Church' is a Christian name and belongs alone to
Christians-to those who are loyal to the Christian Church, to
Jesus Christ as the Divine and only Head of the Church, and
to the Bible as the supreme and only revelation from God.

(1) Mormonism tries to palm off on the world a counterfeit
prophet in the person of Joseph Smith. He had all the marks
of a counterfeit or false prophet, and not one of the marks of
a true prophet. In prophetic times, what were the marks of a
true prophet? In the first place, he was a man of pure and
upright life; he was noted for spirituality of mind, so that he
could discern spiritual truth and teach it to others. He was
loyal to God, everywhere and always, and he never made
merchandise of his prophetic office. Joseph Smith was just
the very opposite of this. Instead of living a pure and upright
life, he was immoral and wicked, as we shall presently see. He
had no spirituality whatever, and he constantly made merchan
dise of his pretended prophetic position, so that it secured for
him houses and lands, and valuable corner-lots and lucrative
offices, such as the office of mayor, municipal magistrate,
municipal judge, lieutenant-general of the Nauvoo Legion, and
the nomination to be president.

The Mormon people have allowed themselves to be
grievously deceived by his Autobiography, written in 1838. He
tries to make out that when he was fifteen he was a pious,
praying youth, greatly concerned about religion, and especially
troubled because there were so many religious sects he could
not tell which one to join.

Now let us see what Joseph Smith's immediate neighbours
have to say about his character. There is no lack of evidence.
Joseph Smith's father and mother, with the other children,
removed from Vermont to Palmyra, Ontario County, New
York, in the summer of 1815. They were fortune-tellers, •
dreamers, vision-seers. The father was a money-digger, and
the son Joseph became famous all through that region as a
money-digger. Young Joseph was about eleven years old at
this time, having been born in Sharon, Vermont, December
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23rd, 1805. After two or three years they moved about three
miles south to Manchester, where they lived up to 1830. Take
first the testimony of Pomeroy Tucker, editor of the Wayne
Sentinel, at Palmyra, on whose press the first edition of the
Book of Mormon was printed. Says Mr. Tucker: 'At this
period [from 1820 to 1830] in the life and career of Joseph
Smith, Jr., or "Joe Smith", as he was universally named, and
the Smith family, they were popularly regarded as an illiterate,
whisky-drinking, irreligious race of people; the first named,
the chief subject of this biography, being unanimously voted
the laziest and most worthless of the generation.... He could
utter the most palpable exaggeration, or marvellous absurdity,
with the utmost apparent gravity.' (Origin, Rise and Progress
of Mormonism. p. 16.)

In 1833 sixty-two residents of Palmyra made affidavit, over
their own signatures, to the following statements:

'We, the undersigned, have been acquainted with the Smith
family for a number of years while they resided near this place,
and we have no hesitation in saying that we consider them
destitute of that moral character which ought to entitle them
to the confidence of any community.... Joseph Smith, Sr.,
and his son Joseph, were, in particular, considered entirely
destitute of moral character and addicted to vicious habits.'
There is much more evidence of a similar character.

(2) Mormonism tries to palm off on the world a counterfeit
Bible. which it calls the 'Book of Mormon' and sets forth as
a revelation from God, putting it on the same level with our
own Christian Bible, placing the two side by side in the
Mormon pulpit. Now the Book of Mormon is simply a poor
and weak imitation of our English Bible-a lifeless counterfeit.
Where did the Book of Mormon come from?

Let all that absurd, fictitious yam of Joseph Smith, about
an angel disclosing to him the box hidden in the hill of
Cumorah, New York, on whose golden plates, in the reformed
Egyptian language, was contained the material out of which
he translated the Book of Mormon-let all that be cut out as
having not a particle of foundation. There was no angel. The
only plates Joseph Smith ever dug out of the hill of Cumorah,
or any other hill, were put there by himself or by one of his
agents. While the literature in regard to the origin of the Book
of Mormon is quite voluminous, the real facts about its origin
can be stated in small compass. In 1808-09 the Rev. Solomon
Spaulding settled down as a citizen in the town of Conneaut,
in north-eastern Ohio. He was a man of education, having
graduated from Dartmouth College in New Hampshire in



1785. He studied theology, and for a number of years was a
minister of one of the Christian denominations in western New
York. He had given up preaching, and had settled down in
Conneaut as a business man, seeking to establish an iron
foundry.

Being fond of Bible literature and religious romance and
archaeology, he became interested in the many Indian mounds
in that region, and especially in their builders. This led him
to plan a religious romance, in which he brought a colony of
the Lost Tribes from Jerusalem into this country, where they
developed into two nations, the Nephites and the Lamanites, a
purely imaginary people. The Book of Mormon, composed of
fifteen different books, gives an account of their wanderings,
hardships and battles. The records are alleged to have been
written on plates of brass. These plates begin to jingle on the
second page of the Book of Mormon, and they continue to
jingle until they are finally sealed up and hidden away in the
hill of Cumorah, near Palmyra, in 420 A.D.

Now there are ten intelligent witnesses, who stated over
their affidavit in 1833, when the subject was fresh in mind, that
about 1811-12, they heard Solomon Spaulding reading a
religious story from the 'Manuscript Found', trying to show
thal the American Indians are the descendants of the Lost
Tribes. They remembered the quaint phraseology, and the
queer names, Lehi, Nephi, Jarom, Moroni, and the rest. The
expression, 'and it came to pass', occurred so often, the boys
nicknamed Spaulding 'Old Come-to-Pass'. When the Book of
Mormon was published these witnesses identified at once the
queer names and phraseology. When Esquire Wright heard
the Book of Mormon read in Conneaut he exclaimed, , "Old
Come-to-Pass" has come to life again'. These witnesses were
John Spaulding, brother of Solomon, his wife Martha Spauld
ing, Henry Lake, business partner of· Solomon Spaulding,
John N. Miller, who worked for Spaulding, Aaron Weight,
Oliver Smith and Naham Howard, three of Spaulding's
neighbours, and Artemas Cunningham, of Geauga County,
who visited Spaulding in October, 1811, to collect a debt.
Spaulding showed him a story he was writing about the lost
tribes. Mr. Cunningham spent half the night listening to the
story. When the Book of Mormon appeared he recognised
that in outline it was the same thing that Spaulding had read
to him. The two other witnesses are the widow of Solomon
Spaulding, and Mr. Joseph Miller, of Amity, Pa., where
Spaulding died.
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The evidence clearly shows that the Book of Mormon grew
out of Spaulding's story, but the defenders of Mormonism lose
their mental balance whenever this subject is mentioned, and
they treat it dishonestly. They say: 'We have the Spaulding
manuscript in the Oberlin College Library, brought back from
Honolulu in 1884 by President Fairchild, and there is no
connection between it and the Book of Mormon'. Certainly
not. No person well informed about the history of Mormon
ism ever claimed that there is any connection. But why say,
'We have the Spaulding manuscript'? All that the facts
warrant is, 'There is a Spaulding manuscript in Oberlin', and
the possession of that manuscript will afford no help to the
defenders of Mormonism against the plagiarism of the book
until they do one thing which they are unable to do; namely,
establish a general negative, and show that this manuscript in
Oberlin College Library is the only manuscript which Solomon
Spaulding ever wrote. This can not be done, for there is
conclusive evidence that he wrote three or four manuscripts.
and one of them was the 'Manuscript Found', which he read
to his neighbours and which formed the basis of the Book of
Mormon. So when the champions of Mormonism say, 'The
Book of Mormon could not have grown out of the Spaulding
manuscript, for that manuscript is in Oberlin, and there is no
connection between it and the Book of Mormon', they take
a dishonest position by falsely assuming that this is the only
manuscript Spaulding wrote, whereas there is positive evidence
that he wrote several manuscripts. The fact, therefore, is
established by abundant evidence that the Book of Mormon is
a plagiarism from Spaulding's religious romance.

Just when Rigdon, Pratt and Smith first met and concocted
the dishonest scheme of the buried plates is not altogether
clear, probably about 1827. A strenuous attempt has been
made to show that Rigdon and Pratt had no knowledge of the
Book of Mormon until its publication, and they go through
the wretched farce of pretending to be converted to Mormon
ism after the Book of Mormon had been published, which they
say they knew nothing about before, although evidence shows
that they both had been in the scheme to publish it since 1827.
What a set of deceivers!

The one important fact is the plagiarism of the Book of
Mormon from the Spaulding romance, entitled 'Manuscript
Found'. It is not specially important to know who edited the
Spaulding story and developed it into the present Book of
Mormon. But all the evidence points to Sidney Rigdon, and
it points to no one else. The evidence shows the following
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things: That a copy of the Spaulding manuscript was in the
printing office of Patterson and Lambdin, in Pittsburg, for a
good while after 1814; that Rigdon and Lambdin were on
intimate terms from 1818 to the death of Lambdin in August,
1825; that more than two years before the publication of the
Book of Mormon, Rigdon had spoken to several of his friends
about the coming publication of a book from golden plates,
which would produce a great religious revolution. During
these two years Rigdon was preaching wild and startling
doctrines, afterwards found in the Book of Mormon.

Anyone familiar with the peculiar Campbellite doctrines of
that time cannot read far into the Book of Mormon without
discovering that the author had been a Campbellite. His
'speech bewrayeth' him in the employment of phraseology to
which he had become accustomed while associated with the
brethren of that denomination. Furthermore, the book is full
of Rigdon's own peculiar views. He deserves credit, however,
for making the Book of Mormon condemn polygamy, and for
condemning it himself, which brought him into sharp conflict
with both Joseph Smith and his successor, Brigham Young.

(3) Mormonism imposes upon the people a counterfeit
priesthood, which it calls the 'Melchisedek and Aaronic priest
hood', although there never was any Melchisedek order of
priesthood. There was one man by that name, both a king and
a priest, without predecessor or successor, and so chosen as a
type of the priesthood of the Son of God. The Aaronic priest
hood descended from father to son, in a marvellous way, for
forty-five generations, until all priesthood was fulfilled in Jesus
Christ. Since the one perfect sacrifice of Himself made by our
great High Priest, Jesus Christ, any person who pretends to be
a priest and claims the right to stand between us and God, is
what our Saviour calls 'a thief and a robber'. What a bogus
priesthood this pretended Mormon pries.thood is! It has no
more right to administer the Christian ordinances of baptism
and the Lord's Supper than any other group of unprincipled
men who repudiate Jesus Christ as the Divine Head of the
Church and go through the blasphemous farce of electing
themselves members of 'the holy priesthood'. And yet
Mormons tremble at the dictates of this bogus priesthood, and
fear to exercise the freedom of opinion which is their right.
The 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th chapters of Hebrews give us Divine
instruction as to the fact that all priesthood was forever ful
filled, and came to an end in Jesus Christ.
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4. Mormonism imposes upon the people a counterfeit group
of apostles.

It requires four things to make a true apostle:
First, he must have been acquainted with Jesus Christ before

His crucifixion.
Second, he must have seen Christ after His resurrection

from the dead.
Third, he must have received his commission as an apostle

directly from Christ, as Divine Head of the Church.
Fourth, he must be able to work miracles to show that God

sent him.
So that any group of men now who say they are apostles

are simply wilful deceivers, and the truth is not in them.

Doctrines of the Monnon System
In the spring of 1844, when the Mormon Church was being

severely condemned all over the country, John Wentworth,
who was publishing a paper in Chicago, asked Joseph Smith
to state what the Mormons believe. Smith and some of his
associates put their heads together and sent out thirteen
articles as a summary of Mormon belief. It is simply another
piece of deception, for these articles do not contain one
doctrine peculiar to Mormonism, but are rather a summary of
doctrines held by the Christian denominations. And yet they
stand today as representing Mormon belief. When we come
to test these articles by the official books of Mormonism, we
find they are thoroughly deceiving. Let us take up the first six
or seven of these pretended articles of belief, and see how
misleading they are.

'ARTICLE 1. WE BELIEVE IN GOD THE ETERNAL FATHER, AND

IN HIS SON JESUS CHRIST, AND IN THE HOLY GHOST.'

1. By God the eternal Father, the Mormon officials mean
Adam. (For convenience we will use the following abbrevia
tions: B. of M. for Book of Mormon; D. & C. for Doctrine
and Covenants; P.G.P. for Pearl of Great Price; Camp. for
Compendium of Mormon Doctrine; Key, for Pratt's Key to
Theo!.; J. of D. for Journal of Discourses-volumes of
Mormon Sermons; and M.C. for Mormon Catechism.)
Brigham Young taught that Adam was promoted to be the
god of this world: 'He (Adam) is our Father and our God,
and the only God with whom we have to do'. (J. of D., Vol. I,
p.50.)

2. This Adam-god is a polygamist. 'When our Father
Adam came into the garden of Eden, he came into it with a



celestial body, and brought Eve, one of his wives, with him.'
(Brigham Young, J. of D., I, 50.)

3. The Mormon officials teach that those who build up large
polygamous establishments on earth will be promoted to be
gods in the heavenly world, and will rule over kingdoms. Take
this heathen teaching of Joseph Smith: 'God Himself was
once as we are now, and is an exalted Man [in other words,
simply a big Mormon] ... And you have got to learn how to
be gods yourselves, the same as all gods have done before
you'. (J. of D., VI, 4; Comp. 283.)

4. It will be seen that Mormonism believes in many gods.
'Are there more gods than one? Yes, many.' (Catechism.)

5. These gods continue to have children forever. 'Each god,
through his wife or wives, raises up a numerous family of sons
and daughters ... for each father and mother will be in a
condition to multiply for ever and ever.' (The Seer, 1, 37.)
This is directly contrary to our Saviour's teaching in Mark
12: 25: 'For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither
marry nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which
are in heaven'.

It seems incredible that such dishonouring heathenish views
of God, the Almighty Creator and Governor of the world,
should be held and propagated by an organisation calling itself
'The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints'. Paul's
statement in Romans 1 : 21-24 seems verified in them.

6. They teach that the Holy Spirit is a kind of ethereal
substance diffused through space. 'The purest, most refined
and subtle of an these substances (such as electricity, galvan
ism, magnetism) ... is that substance caned the Holy Spirit.'
(Key, p. 39.)

How refreshing to turn to the Divine Word and read its
convincing and authoritative teachings about God. We read
in Genesis 1 : 1: 'In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth'; in Deut. 6 : 4: 'Hear, 0 israel, the Lord our
God is one Lord'; in Psalm 104: 1: '0 Lord my God, Thou
art very great; Thou art clothed with honour and majesty'; in
Isaiah 45 : 5: 'I am the Lord, and there is none else'; in
John 4: 24: 'God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must
worship Him in spirit and in truth'; in John 14: 26: 'But the
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will
send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring an
things to your remembrance whatsoever I have said unto you'.
The Holy Spirit, then, is a Divine Person, and not an 'ethereal
substance'.

428 The Gaspel Magazine
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'ARTICLE 2. WE BELIEVE THAT MEN WILL BE PUNISHED FOR

THEIR OWN SINS, AND NOT FOR ADAM'S TRANSGRESSIONS.'

But that is very different from holding that Adam did not
transgress the law of God. Here is the teaching of the Mormon
Catechism: 'Was it necessary that Adam should partake of
the forbidden fruit? Yes, unless he had done so, he would nOl
have known good and evil here, neither could he have had
mortal posterity'.

'Is it proper for us to consider the transgression of Adam
and Eve as a grievous calamity, and that all mankind would
have been infinitely more happy if the Fall had not occurred?
No, but we ought to consider the Fall of our first parents as
one of the great steps to eternal exaltation and happiness.'
(Catechism, chapter 8.) What saith the Scriptures? 'If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us' (1 John 1 : 8). 'Wherefore as by one man [Adam] sin
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned' (Romans 5 : 12). 'For
the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.'

'ARTICLE 3. WE BELIEVE THAT THROUGH THE ATONEMENT OF

JESUS CHRIST ALL MANKIND MAY BE SAVED, BY OBEDIENCE TO

THE LAWS AND ORDINANCES OF THE GOSPEL.'

1. That is, the bogus Mormon Gospel. According to the
official teachings of Mormonism, who was Jesus Christ? The
son of Adam-god and Mary. 'The Father has begotten him
in his own likeness. He was not begotten of the Holy Ghost.
And who is the Father? He is the first of the human family.'
(Brigham Young, J. of D., I, 50.)

2. Christ is represented as having plural wives. 'We say it
was Jesus Christ who was married (at Cana to the Marys and
Martha), whereby He could see His seed before He was
crucified' (Apostle O. Hyde, Sermon).

'The atonement made by Jesus Christ brought about the
resurrection from the dead, and restored life.' (B. of M. Alma,
42 : 23.) 'Redemption from personal sins can only be obtained
through obedience to the requirements of the Gospel [Mormon
ceremonies] and a life of good works.'

'Will all the people be damned who are not Latter-Day
Saints? Yes, and a great many of them except they repent
speedily.' (Brigham Young, J. of D., I, 339.) Our Saviour
said: 'For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that through Him the world might be saved'.
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'ARTICLE 4. WE BELIEVE THAT THE FIRST PRINCIPLES AND

ORDINANCES OF THE BIBLE ARE: First, Faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ; Second, Repentance; Third, Baptism by Immersion
for the Remission of Sins; Fourth, Laying on of Hands for the
Gift of the Holy Ghost.'

I. 'The sectarian doctrine of justification by faith alone has
exercised an influence for evil since the early days of
Christianity.' (Talmage's Articles of Faith, p. 120.) Paul says:
'For ye are all the children of God by faith in Jesus Christ'
(Galatians 3 : 26).

2. How to obtain the Holy Spirit: 'There is a set mode by
which this great gift (the Holy Spirit) is conferred upon man
kind ... the laying on of hands by men who have themselves
received it, and have been called of God and ordained to
administer it.' (That means the Mormon priesthood.) Our
Saviour said: 'How much more shall your Heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them who ask Him'. The gift of the
Holy Spirit is not dependent on the priesthood of the Mormon
Church, or any other church.

'ARTICLE 5. WE BELIEVE THAT A MAN MUST BE CALLED OF

GOD BY PROPHECY. AND BY THE LAYING ON OF HANDS. BY THOSE

WHO ARE IN AUTHORITY, TO PREACH THE GOSPEL AND ADMINIS

TER THE ORDINANCES THEREOF.'

According to Mormonism, the only persons who have any
right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's
Supper are the representatives of the Mormon priesthood. It
unchurches all the Christian denominations, and impudently
claims that the Mormon Church is the only true church;
whereas it is not a church at all in the New Testament sense.
Its priesthood is bogus in its origin and its authority. They are
what our Saviour calls 'thieves and robbers'.

Paul says in Ephesians 4: 11, 12: 'And He [Christ] gave
some apostles; and some prophets; and some evangelists; and
some pastors and teachers; for the perfeciing of the saints, for
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ'.

: 'ARTICLE 6. WE BELIEVE IN THE SAME ORGANISATION THAT

EXISTED IN THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH; NAMELY. APOSTLES.

PROPHETS. PASTORS. TEACHERS. EVANGELISTS, ETC.'

We have shown that it is impossible for men to be true
apostles now. Nor is there any warrant in the New Testament
for such bogus officials as the 'First Presidency of the Church',
with its two Counsellors, or for the 'High Council', with its
despotic methods.
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The Mormon Church pronounces damnation upon
Christian believers who receive baptism from the hands of
Christian ministers. 'Any person who shall be so wicked as to
receive a holy ordinance of the Gospel from the ministers of
these apostate [Christian] churches, will be sent down to hell
with them unless he repents of the unholy and impious act.'
(The Seer, Vols. 1 and 2, p. 255.) Our Saviour said to His
disciples, and to all who should become His disciples to the
end of time, in Matthew 28 : 19: 'Go ye therefore and teach
all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost'.

'ARTICLE 7. WE BELIEVE IN THE GIFT OF TONGUES, PROPHECY,

VISIONS, HEALING, INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES.'

'ARTICLE 8. WE BELIEVE THE BIBLE TO BE THE WORD OF GOD,

SO FAR AS IT IS CORRECTLY TRANSLATED; WE ALSO BELIEVE

THE BOOK OF MORMON TO BE THE WORD OF GOD.'

1. The priesthood can make additional Scriptures: 'Wilford
Woodruff is a prophet ... and he can make Scriptures as good
as those in the Bible.' (Apostle J. W. Taylor, Conference, Salt
Lake, April 5th, 1897.) 'The living oracles [pretended priestly
revelations] are worth more to the Latter-Day Saints than all
the Bibles.' (Apostle M. W. Merrill, Conference, Salt Lake.
October, 1897.)

2. Paul tells us, on the other hand, in 2 Timothy 3 : 16, that
all genuine Scripture 'is given by inspiration of God'.

The disgusting doctrine of plural marriage is omitted from
these Articles of Faith. But it still stands in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants as a revelation from God to be
observed under pain of eternal damnation. Yet as Mrs. Orson
Pratt said: 'This pretended revelation was simply a dishonest
trick on the part of Joseph Smith to cloak over his own wicked
and immoral life, and to keep the peace in his household'.
It will be seen that the Mormon people are required to accept
the pretended revelation sanctioning plural marriage, on pain
of eternal damnation, from the following quotation from this
bogus revelation which still stands in their official book:

'For behold I reveal unto you a new and an everlasting
covenant; and if you abide not that covenant then you are
damned: for no one can reject this covenant and be permitted
to enter into My glory.... And again, as pertaining to the law
of the Priesthood, if any man espouse a virgin and desire to
espouse another, and the first give her consent; and if he
espouse the second and they are virgins and have vowed to no
other man, then he is justified; for he cannot commit adultery
wi h that that belongeth unto him and to none else; and if he
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have ten virgins given unto him by this law, he cannot commit
adultery, for they belong to him; and they are given unto him;
therefore is he justified.' ('Doctrine and Covenants,' chap. 132.)

It is difficult for anyone to study this Mormon system as a
whole without coming to the conclusion that there is some
thing in it beyond the power of man, something positively
Satanic.

'THOU ART FAIRER THAN TIffi CHILDREN
OF MEN' (Psalm 14: 2)

The entire person of Jesus is but as one gem, and His life
is all along but one impression of the seal. He is altogether
complete; not only in His several parts but as a gracious all·
glorious whole. His character is not a mass of fair colours
mixed confusedly, nor a heap of precious stones laid carelessly
one upon another; He is a picture of beauty and a breastplate
of glory. In Him, all the 'things of good repute' are in their
proper places, and assist in adorning each other. Not one
feature in His glorious person attracts attention at the expense
of others; but He is perfectly and altogether lovely. 0, Jesus!
Thy power, Thy grace, Thy justice, Thy tenderness, Thy truth,
Thy majesty, and Thine immutability make up such a man, or
rather such a God-man, as neither heaven nor earth hath seen
elsewhere. Thy infancy, Thy eternity. Thy sutJerings, Thy
triumphs, Thy death, and Thine immortality, are all woven into
one gorgeous tapestry, without seam or rent. Thou art music
without discord; Thou art many, yet not divided; Thou art all
things, and yet not diverse. As all the colours blend into one
resplendent rainbow, so all the glories of heaven and earth
meet in Thee, and unite so wondrously, that there is none like
Thee in all things; nay, if all the virtues of the most excellent
were bound in one bundle, they could not rival Thee, Thou
mirror of all perfection. Thou hast been anointed with the holy
oil of myrrh and cassia, which Thy God hath reserved for Thee
alone; and as for fragrance, it is as the holy perfume, the like
of which none other can ever mingle, even with the art of an
apothecary; each spice is fragrant, but the compound is divine.

'0, sacred symmetry! 0, rare connection,
Of many perfects, to make one perfection!
0, heavenly music, where all parts do meet
In one sweet strain, to make one perfect sweet!'

-C. H. SPURGEON.


