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THE LORD'S PRESENCE, PROVIDEr CES AND
PROMISES.

" I will bless the LORD at all times: His praise shall
continually be in my mouth."-PSALM xxxiv. 1.

WHEN David wrote this Psalm he was full of gratitude to GOD for
mercies recently experienced, and he felt impelled to say" I will
bless the LORD at all times: His praise shall continually be in my
mouth." There is no time when GOD'S people may not suitably
praise HIM. They have always ground for thanksgiving. So full of
praise and thanksgiving was David that he felt the need of calling on
others to join him in praising the LORD. He said, " 0 magnify the
LORD with me, and let us exalt His name together." The LORD
had done great things for him. His mind had been occupied with
fears of what might happen, and he had been passing through great
troubles, but wonderful deliverances had been experienced. He
says, " I sought the LORD, and HE heard me, and delivered me
from all my fears. This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him,
and saved him out of all his troubles. What a beautiful testimony.
But the GOD of David is our GOD. He is still a GOD WHO delivers
His people from all their fears and saves them out of all their
troubles.

Having thus related his own experience, David proceeds to speak
in this beautiful Psalm of the LORD'S presence with His people,
HIS providence in regard to them, and HIS promises to them.
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Our limited space only allows· a: brief word about these three.
topics. \

1. First, notice what David says about the LORD'S presence with
HIS people.

He says, " The Angel of the LORD encampeth round about them
thal fear HIM, and delivereth them." What a precious assurance
is this in these days of bombs and air raids. Those who fear the
LORD are the special objects of HIS love and care. "The Angel of
the LORD" is no doubt an Old Testament title of CHRIST. HE is
the Angel or Messenger of the Covenant. HE is sent of the Father to
save and deliver His people-. HE it is WHO encampeth round about
them. HE Himself is thus present with His people, present with
all His people, present wherever they are. And HE is present to
deliver them.

" As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is
round about His people from henceforth even for ever" (Psalm
cxxv. 2) .. Not present only for a little time, but" even for ever."
HE is with us alway, even unto the end of the world (Matt. xxviii,
20). "HE hath said, I will never leave thee." Let us rejoice in
this truth. Let us cherish it in our hearts. Let us by faith appro
priate it to our constant comfort. Unseen though HE is, HE is
always round about His people to comfort, to defend, and to deliver.

2. Secondly, think of HIS providence in regard to HIS people.
" 0 taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that

trusteth in HIM. 0 fear the LORD, ye His saints: for there is no
want to them that fear HIM. The young lions do lack and suffer'
hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good
thing." They may want things that are not good for them, but they
" shall not want any good thing." Their GOD will supply all their
need according to His riches in glory. HE is their SUN and SHIELD.
" No good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly"
(Psalm lxxxiv. 11). I;IE can command the ravens to feed them, if
HE so wills. HE can command a widow woman to sustain them, as
HE did in the case of Elijah. HE can make use of the most unlikely
instruments to supply the wants of His people.

" Fear HIM, ye saints; and you will then
Have nothing else to fear;

Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care.'~

3. thirdly, think of HIS promises in regard to His people.
HE promises to take notice of q.nd to hear His people. "The eyes of

the LORD are upon the righteous, and His ears are open unto their
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cry. HE is ever watching over them, and HE IS ever ready to
listen to their cries for aid and comfort.

How comforting is the promise that, " The eyes of the LORD run
to and fro throughout the whole earth to show Himself strong in
the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward HIM" (2 Chron.
xvi. 9). Why are the LORD'S eyes upon His people? Listen!
" The eye of the LORD is upon them that fear HIM, upon them that
hope in His mercy; to deliver their soul from death, and to keep
them alive in famine" (Psalm xxxiii. 18, 19). He sent a drought
and a famine upon Israel in Ahab's time as a judgment upon the
king and his people for their idolatry, but His eye was upon Elijah
to keep him alive and to supply his needs. He is no less mindful
of His people to-day. The LORD GOD of Elijah still lives.

He promises to deliver His people. "The righteous cry, and the
LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles . . .
many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth
him out of them all." They are not exempt from troubles, but they
have a delivering GOD, a GOD WHO hears their prayers. HE
promises t9 be near them. "The LORD is nigh unto them that are of
a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." Are
you broken down with a sense of your sins? Do you fear HE will
reject you and be far from you? Why, HE is really very near to
you. HE" is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart," and it is
such whom HE will welcome and save. HE" saveth such as be
of a contrite spirit." They can draw near to I1im through Christ
and say, " A broken and a contrite heart, 0 GOD, Thou wilt not
despise" (Psalm li, 17).

HE promises to keep them. "HE keepeth all his bones." Without
His permission" not one of them is broken." " one of them that
trust in HIM shall be condemned" -(R.V.) May we have grace then
to take comfort from David's experience. We may be fully assured
of the LORD'S presence, of His providence, and of His faithfulness
to 3.11 His promises.

Despite all the sorrows of the war may we still be enabled to bless
the LORD at all times, and to praise His name continually.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

-
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Wapsibe ~otes.

SABBATH OBSERVANCE:
A WORD TO BELIEVERS.

THE fourth commandment is an integral part of the moral law. It
is just as sinful to desecrate the Sabbath as it is to break any other
of the ten commandments. The whole of the moral law is binding
upon believers as a rule of life. "No Christian man whatsoever is
tree trom the obedience 0/ the Commandments which are called Moral.'
(The Thirty-nine Articles, Article viii.)

Such was the view of the Reformers. Such is the teaching of the
Church of England. The Westminster Confession of Faith says,
" The moral law doth tor ever bind all, as well iusti/ied persons as
others, to the obedience thereof." (Chapter xix. 5).

These precepts of the moral law are clearly taught to be binding
on believers. What is sin? "Sin is the transgression of the law."
(1 John iii. 4). But the believer is enjoined to aim" continually at
not sinning. "These things I write unto you that ye sin not"
(1 John ii. 1). The constant aim of the believer is to avoid sin. In
other words his constant aim is by Divine grace to avoid trans
gressing the moral law. The Apostle Paul says, " I had not known
sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had
said, thou shalt not covet" (Rom. vii. 7). Covetousness is sin. It
is a breach of the Moral law. The believer is under an 'obligation
to stand against sin. He is to seek to be obedient to the moral law.
Believers are told to love one another, " for he that loveth another
hath fulfilled the law." He thaUoveth hath in measure obeyed the
law of the Decalogue. The Apostle then proceeds to quote five of the
commandments of the law, the observance of which constitutes in
part love to one another, and he adds" love is the fulfilling of the
law." It is obedience to the ten commandments. (See Rom. xiii.
8-10). Writing to the children of Christian parents the Apostle
says, " Children obey your parents in the LORD: for this is right.
Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment
with promise; that it may.be well with thee, and thou mayest live'
long on the earth" (Ephes. vi. 1-3). The Apostle says, obedience to
the fifth commandment" is right," and he enjoins it because it is
right, and he implies it is wrong and sinful to do otherwise. The
ten commandments are specially enjoined upon GOD'S people in the
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Jew Testament. Our LORD, when tempted to commit the sin of
idolatry said, " Thou shalt worship the LORD thy GOD, and Hm
only shalt thou serve" (Matt. iv. 10).

That was only another way of saying we should be obedient to
the first and second commandments. The Apostle John had
obedience to the same commandments in view when he said" Little
children, keep yourselves from idols" (1 John v. 21). When the
Apostle Paul said to the Colossian Saints, " Mortify therefore your
members which are upon the earth; fornication ... and covet
ousness, which is idolatry," he was enjoining obedience to the
second, the seventh and the tenth commandments. (See Col. iii. 5).

When the same Apostle said to the Ephesian Saints that they
were to put away lying and speak the truth, to avoid sinful anger,
to steal no more, to a void corrupt communications with their
mouths and to put away all malice, he was enjoining obedience to
the ninth, the sixth, and the eighth commandments of the moral law.

As no Christian is free from the obligation to obey all the ten
commandments, so no Christian man is free from the obligation to
obey the law of the Sabbath. We refrain just now from going into
the question of the change of day in regard to the Sabbath. We
rather insist on Sabbath or Lord's Day Observance as being binding
on all believers without exception. We recognize that our LOlm
has taught us that works of mercy and works of necessity may rightly
be done on the Sabbath, but we think that GOD'S people need to be
very careful in deciding ,what are works of mercy and works of
necessity. There is grave danger in these days that we may so
multiply what we regard as works of mercy and works of necessity
that we may almost wholly make void the word of GOD as to the
due observance of the Lord's Day. Most Christians deplore the
increasing desecration of the Lord's_Day. They deplore the opening
of cinemas on the Lord's Day. They protested against the opening
of theatres on the Lord's Day. They acknowledge that one of the
outstanding sins of the nation is Sabbath desecration.

Yet is it not lamentably true that a large number of real Christians
are themselves loose in their observance of the Lord's Day? We
remember a Christian man who deplored Sabbath desecration, and
yet he had shares in a tramway company which ran their cars on
the Lord's Day, and he himself used them to attend a place of
worship.

We heard of a clergyman who was asked if he ever preached on
Lord's Day observance, and 'he'said, " No, I daren't." "Why?"
said his questioner. "Because, many of my congregation come to
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my services on the Lord's Day by means·of the buses which run on
that day."

A godly Bible-class teacher said she felt it was right to use the
bus in order to take her class on the Lord's Day. It is to be feared
that many even of the Lord's people allow cooking to prevent them
from attending a place of worship more than once on the Lord's Day.

Many ministers use trains and buses to fulfil their engagements on
the Lord's Day.

Many preachers use the wireless on'the Lord's Day and tell their
congregations the secular news they have heard on the wireless,
either at the morning or evening services, or at both.

Recently we ourselves heard a preacher tell his congregation at
a Lord's Day morning service, that Gandhi had been arrested.
Once we saw a clergyman buying a Sunday newspaper on the Lord's
Day. Whether he was a converted clergyman or no, we cannot say.
Another case of a different character came to our notice. A man
was through Divine grace converted, and when we called on him,
he said he used to read the Daily 111ail on the Lord's Day, but now
he felt it was wrong and he gave it up.

There can be no doubt that GOD is judging our nation through
this terrible war for our " manifold transgressions and our mighty
sins." HE is aware of the iniquity that abounds. HE says, " I
know your manifold transgressions and your mighty sins" (Amos
v. 12). Amongst these sins we all feel that Sabbath desecration is
prominent.

In the days of Nehemiah he saw" in Judah some treading wine
presses on the Sabbath, qnd bringing in sheaves, and lading asses;
as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens, which they
brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day: and I testified against
them in the day wherein they sold victuals .. ' .. Then I contended
with the nobles of J edah, and said unto them, What evil thing is this
that ye do, and profane the Sabbath day? Did not your fathers
thus, and did not our GOD bring all this evil upon us, and 'upon this
city? Yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the Sabbath"
(Nehemiah xiii. 15, 17, 18). It was an unpopular thing for Ne
hemiah to condemn this Qpen desecration of the Sabbath, but he did
not hesitate to do so, and he did not hesitate to declare that for this
sin amongst others GOD had visited the nation with terrible judg
ments. The LORD, through Jeremiah the prophet, said, " If ye
will not hearken unto me to hallow the Sabbath day, and not to bear
a burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath
day; then will I kindle a'fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour
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the palaces of Jerusalem, and it sha.ll not be quenched" (Jer. xvii. 27.
See also verses 20-26). ,

These words of the LORD show clearly that GOD views Sabbath
desecration as a heinous sin, and that sooner or later HE will visit
judgment upon a nation which is guilty of that as well as of other
sms.

Now GOD'S true people rightly feel that national sins all over the
world are now bringing national judgments. We rightly feel the
awful rebellion against GOD and His Word which characterizes the
German leaders, and we feel too tl'at we, too, are by no means free
from manifold sins against" the high and lofty ONE that inhabiteth
eternity, Whose name is HOLY." We feel, too, that error, worldli
ness and formalism abound in the churches. But what about
ourselves? What about the LORD'S true people? What about tre
Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE? What about the leaders of this
ancient publication? We value the old truths of the Gospel. We
stand for the truths for which our Reformers and the great Puritan
leaders stood. But are we ourselves laying to hearJ our own
personal sins? The prophet says, " Let us search and try our ways,
and turn again to the LORD" (Lam. iii. 40). Are all our ways
pleasing to GOD? In particular, are we really observing the Sabbatb
law? Or are we very loose in our observance of the LORD'S day?
While condemning others for the sin of Sabbath desecration are we
really guilty of the same sin ourselves? It may be that we have got
so accustomed to doing certain things on the Lord's day that we
hav never considered whether these are right or wrong. All the
more need is there for us to search and try our ways.

It is of course true that we are not justified through our obedience
to the law. "By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified
in His sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin." We are
" justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in CHRIST
JESUS." By CHRIST'S obedience unto death His people, His
believing people are justified, not by any obedience of their own.
By His obedience His people are constituted righteous.

But shall we continue in sin, in transgression of the law, that
grace ~ay abound'? GOD forbid. We who are justified freely by
GOD'S grace are born again. We have a new nature. We have,
through Divine grace, put on the new man which after GOD is
created in righteousness and true holiness, and we are bidden to
put off in our daily walk c~ncerning the former conversation the
old man which is corrupt. The old man, the carnal man is always
there, and it is always enmity against GOD. The flesh alwltys
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lusteth against the Spirit, and with the flesh we serve the law of sin,
but we are bidden to walk in the Spirit; and by His power to do
battle against the sins of the flesh, and to seek to bring forth the
fruit of the Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit is love, and love is the
fulfilling of the law. GOD has put His law into our inward pal ts
and written it in our hearts. He has given us new hearts, and He
has put His Spirit within us to cause u~ to walk in His statutes, and
to keep His judgments and do them. (See Jer. xxxi. 33; Ezek.
xxxvi. 26, 27). If we have passed from death unto life we shall love
the brethren, and love to the brethren is a partial fulfilling of the
law. The regenelated, justified and saved people of GOD are to be
practically holy, rememberjng that their GOD is holy. No sin, no
transgression of the law is to be cherished in the hearts of GOD'S
redeemed people. They are to live soberly, righteously, and godly
in this present world. They.are to say" No" to ungodliness and
worldly lusts. The desecration of the Sabbath is sin, and therefore
we are to remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.

I. Is it a desecration of the Sabbath to nm trains, buses, and tram
cars on the Lord's Day?

Would it be pleasing to God for a number of godly men to engage
in such traffic on the Lord's day? Surely all truly godly people
would answer" NO." If so, then, are you not committing sin by
.using these conveyances on the Lord's day? By doing so you
sanction selling and buying seats in these vehicles on the Lord's day.
You sanction the employment of thousands of men on the Lord's
day. You preveTJ.t those men from hearing the Gospel on the Lord's
day, if they wish to do so.

You say the buses and trains run whetf-er you use them or not.
That does not exonerate you from the sin of using them. If all the
shops opened on the Lord's day would it be right for you to buy
food and clothing on the Lord's day? You might say" the shops
are open whether I buy or not," but would you not be committing
sin if you bought on the Lord's day? But it will be said that
preachers use these conveyances to preach the Gospel on the Lord's
day, and others use them to hear the Gospel on the Lord's day.
Supposing, howevel, that those who organize the running of these
vehicles on the Lord's day were to repent of their sin in doing so,
and cease to run them, what would the preachers and othels do then
who use these vehicles on GOD'S holy day? What did GOD'S
people do when there were no trains and no buses? 'What might
they do now if they refrained from using these vehicles''an the Lord's
day? Would they not make other alfangements? Might not
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deacons arrange to be content with preachers near at hand? Or
might not hospitality from Saturday to Monday be provided?
Might not clergymen refuse to preach if travelling on the Lord's day
were involved? Might not larger numbers walk a mile or two to
hear the Gospel. Walking is going out of fashion in these degenerate
days. Might not the case of ChI istian people who were too feeble
to walk be met by meetings of two or three, gathered together in
CHRlsr's name. He promises to be in the midst of two or three.
We suppose we are right in saying that private conveyances may
rightly be used in cases of necessity on the Lord's day. If they are
used, we suggest that it should be stipulated that the man employed
to drive would be one who himself could attend the service to which
he drove others, if he so desired. Is there not a good deal of selfish
ness in using public conveyances to attend a place of worship for
our own soul's profit, without any thought or regard for the souls of
those employed on those conveyances? How can we consistently
condemn Sabbath desecration in others if we are guilty of Sabbath
desecration ourselves?

The companies who run public conveyances on the Lord's day
would cease to run them if the public did not use them. Yet large
numbers of real Christians help to keep this sinful traffic going on
the Lord's day.

2. Is it a desecrat1'on of the Sabbath to use the wireless to hear war
news and other secular news on the Lord's day?

We earnestly ask any of the Lord's people who read these lines
humbly to face this question before GOD.

Personally we frankly say we have not seen our way so far even
to possess the wireless at all, but we feel that every man should be
fully persuaded in his own mind on this matter, and we do not judge
others in the matter. B'ut its use on the Lord's day, at any rate for
secular news, seems to us to be clearly wrong. .

There can be no doubt that a great deal which is heard on the
wireless on every day of the week is of a worldly character. There
are worldly entertainments and worldly amusements sounded forth
which many Christians would not feel it right to attend. Yet there
is danger that these things may be heard in Christian homes. If
Christians possess the wireless we suggest that they need to be
continually on the watch lest things unbecoming for Christian ears
to hear should be listened to. This is ~specially true on the Lord's
day. At one time political speeches on the Lord's day were only
delivered by members of the Labour Party. The other two great
parties in the State refrained from holding political meetings on the
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Lord's day. Now, however, judging by what we read, all parties
see no objection to speaking on the wireless on the Lord's. day about
war news and about other secular topics, and real Christians listen in.
Have we all sufficiently considered the teaching of Scripture on
Lord's day observance? Listen to these words. "If thou turn
away thy foot from the Sabbath, from d6ing thy pleasure on My
holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD,
honourable; and shalt honour HIM, not doing thine own ways, nor
:finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine. own words; then
shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD" (Is. lviii. 13, 14). This
passage teaches us that the Sabbath is GOD'S holy day. It is not
our day but His. It is the day which HE has sanctified and set
apart from all other days to be kept holy by His people. They are
to remember to keep it holy. It is, like the other days, a day of 24
hours, and therefore all of it is to be kept holy. It is to be observed
by. the parents, the children, the servants and the guests of a
Christian household (See Exod. xx. 8-11). It is no doubt in some
measure a pleasure to hear the news of the day, but there are the
words" not doing thy pleasure on My holy day." It is a pleasure to
read many secular books, but this pleasure is not to be indulged in
on the Lord's day. There are ways 1n which we may rightly walk
on other days, pleasures wh~ch we may enjoy on other days, and
words which we may speak on other days, but in reference to the
Lord's day GOD says, " not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words." No doubt we all fail
more or less in the due observance of the Lord's day, as we fail every
day. "In many things we offend all" (James iii. 20). "There is
not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not"
(Eccles. vii. 20). But should it not be our constant aim to please
GOD in all our thoughts, words,- and ways ~ Are we not to watch
and pray against /every sin? Do we realize sufficiently the enormity
of all kinds of sin? It is our sins which have hid GOD'S face from us
and caused HIM to visit upon us all the terrible woes of this awful
war.

o let us humble ourselves before GOD for all the sins of the nation,
the Churche , and of GOD'S Own people. In particular let us beware
lest we are guilty in any measure of the sin of Sabbath desecration.
Remembering the sanctity of the day let us make due preparation
on the Saturday, so that all unnecessary work may be avoided on
the Lord's day, and let us rise sufficiently early for private family
and public worship. Let us put away all secular occupations on
GOD'S day, and let its precious hours be occupied in holy reading,
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holy conversation, and holy meditation and prayer. Brightness
.and joy and gladness are compatible with obedience to all the
commandments of the LORD, including the fourth comma:ldment.

THE EDITOR.

SABBATH DESECRATION-A CRUEL INJURY.

By BISHOP J. C. RYLE.

THESE ways of spending Sunday inflict a 'Cruel injury on the· souls 0/
multitudes 0/ people. Railway trains and steamboats· cannot be
run on Sundays without employing hundreds of persons. Clerks,
porters, ticket-takers, policemen, guards, engine drivers, stokers,
omnibus drivers, must all work on the Sabbath day, if people will
make Sunday a day for travelling and excursions. Museums,
exhibitions, and galleries of pictures, cannot be opened on Sundays
without servants and attendants to take care of them and wait on
those who visit them. And have not all these unfortunate persons
immortal souls? Beyond doubt they have. Do they not all need
a day of rest as much as anyone else? Beyond doubt they do.
But Sunday is no Sunday to them, so long as these public desecra
tions of the Sabbath are permitted. Their life becomes a long
unbroken chain of work, work,· unceasing work: in short, what is
play to others becomes death to them. Away with the idea that
a pleasure-seeking, exhibi.tion-visiting, Continental Sabbath is
mercy to anyone! It is nothing less than an enormous fallacy to
call it so. Such a Sabbath is real mercy to nobody, and is positive
sacrifice to some. ... I have spent many a Sunday in large towns.
I have seen with my own eyes how the day of the Lord is made by
multitudes, a day of worldliness, a day of ungodliness, a day of
carnal mirth, and too often a day-of sin. But the extent of the
disease must not prevent us exposing it: the truth must be told.

There is one general conclusion to be drawn from the conduct of
those who publicly desecrate the Sabbath in the way I have des
cribed. They show plainly that they are at present "without
God" in the world. They are like those of old who said, " When
will the Sabbath be gone"-" What a weariness is it " (Amos viii.
5; Mal. i. 13.) Tt is. an awful conclusion, but it is impossible to
avoid it. Scripture, history, and experience all combine to teach
us, that delight in the Lord's Word, the Lord's service, the Lord's
people, and the Lord's day will· always go together. Sunday
railway excursionists, and Sunday pleasure seekers are their own
witnesses. They are every week practically declaring" We do uot
like God-we do not· want Him to reign over us." . (Knots Untied,
pp. 381, 382.)
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~ilgrim tlaptts.

WELLSPRINGS.
The late MISS EMILY BLACXITH.

MANY yeaR; ago, when residing with our beloved father and mother
in Derby, I was introduced one day at Holy Trinity Parsonage to a
Christian guest (a doctor's wife) and from the lips of our beloved and
esteemed incumbent, the Rev. Francis Hoare, was told that she
was" one of the seven." . As the introduction was a novel one,
needless to say I was interested, and more so when being informed
that this lady was a seal tQ his beloved and saintly brother's ministry,
the Rev. Richard Hoare, when at Woodside, near Leeds. The sweet
story was that seven young ladies in his congregation were brought
to a saving knowledge of Christ crucified at much the same time, and
their spiritual father, of blessed memory, had the joy of seeing
more dear young conv~ts walk in the narrow path, and give such
daily evident tokens of their call by grace that made them ornaments
of the religion they had professed. She of whom I am now privileged
to write was" one of the seven," too, and her sister Letitia was
another of whose grace-sustained life and death we read by the pen
of " Nettie" in the Gospel Magazine for 1901. It was the privilege
of " R" to be introduced to these two dear and gracious WOmen,
when visiting Southsea many years ago, and where the Misses
Blackith had removed after their parents' deaths. They were
" pillars" at the Circus Church and highly esteemed by their Pastor,
the Rev. J. c. Martin, and his successor, the Rev. A. J. Day. The
subject of this memoir had great gifts and by a gracious application
of them in the power of the Holy Spirit, they were as talents laid
out entirely to the glory of God, the Giver of " every good and
perfect gift." Thus Miss Emily Blackith was eminently used of
God in gathering young girls and women together for the study of
the Holy Scriptures, and many have risen up to call her blessed.
She was a Mother in Israel to them. But thoughT could write much
and from tender loving memories of our greatly beloved friend in
Christ, as also in gratitude for her weighty letters and wonderful
gifts of lovely work which for some years she so generously contri
buted to our annual sale for the A.P.F.S. in Bristol, I have at hand
such full and comprehensive letters from her who for many years
was Miss Blackith's choice friend and loved companion in her
untiring devotion and love, that coming from her full, and loving
heart and as she so~ght to alleviate· the limitations of old age and
its accompanying infirmities and journeyed with her friend up to
the very gates of Heaven, I cannot do better than let Mrs. Lock's
gracious and touching letters speak for themselves.

" I am writing," she says, " to tell you that my beloved Miss
Emily Blackith fell asleep in Jesus yesterday (Sat. 29th August).

. .
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I for one can praise the Lord for her life of witness to her beloved
Saviour and the power of His Sovereign grace. A few days before
she went Home, she was talking so much of Bristol and the wonderful
times you all had, and she told me she was so happy." (Mrs. Lock's
remark here reminds me that during a summer many years ago by
mutual arrangement we interchanged our homes for a few weeks
that the Misses Blackith might enjoy the Gospel privileges in Bristol,
and that we, then, three sisters, the privileges of their faithful Pastor
at Southsea. Those days were much enjoyed and evidently cher
ished in the heart of our late beloved friend.) It was in Bristol
that those sisters first met dear" Nettie " who became so warmly
attached to them. Mrs. Lock goes on to say how." there are
numbers of people around here who can bear witness to her steadfast
stand for the doctrines of grace, in which she was steadfast and
unmoveable. Being converted at the age of fifteen years, wider the
faithful ministry of the late Rev. R. Hoare, of Woodside, Leeds, she
and the others who made up the godly' seven' held a prayer meeting
every Sabbath morning in the Porch of the Church before service.
She had her Bible-class right up to the age of 82-3. She was the
means under God of opening my eyes to the truths of free and
sovereign grace. She spoke much to me of the Rev. T. Houghton
in THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, The Rev. J. Ormiston, and The Rev.
A. J. Day."

In a letter following the above a few days later, Mrs. Lock again
writes at. my l~equest for any further particulars of our dear Miss
Blackith: "I can thank God for every remembrance of her! I shall
be desperately lonely without her, but my heart rejoices that she is
safe from all hurt. Her faith and trust was such that even when
our house was damaged by a bomb 2 years ago, all she said was
" Not a single shaft can hit, etc'.' After their conversion they had
the joy of knowing their beloved parents were led' out of darkness
into His marvellous light.' Henceforth from their conversion
these two sisters' lives were given up to the service of their Lord and
Master. Their father died in 1873 and I have a vol. of GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for 1901 which tells how soon after his death they
removed to Southsea and became members of the Circus Church
under the Ministry of The Rev. J. c. Martin, and later his successor
The Rev. A. J. Day. Her sister Letitia fell asleep in Jesus May 31st,
1900. And about two years later our beloved friend joined with
her cousin Lydia in making their home at Wroxall, 1. of Wight. I
believe the Vicar then was The Rev. F. Harper. Her cousin Lydia
died in 1920, and once again the dear one was alone.You well know
how strongly she held the doctrines of Grace, or as she used to say
'The doctrines of Grace held her.' She formed a Bible Class at
Wroxall for yOUIJ.g women, and held it in the Methodist Sunday
School. Three who were once members of that class attended her
funeral. They are married and have children of their own, and
although it is seven years since we left Wroxall, they are faithful
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to the teaching they had under our beloved friend. I met her about
sixteen years ago at a B.c.M.s. Drawing-room meeting held in
Ventnor by the then Vicar, The Rev. E. A. Abbey Tindall. We
took to one another. I just loved her at once although I was then
only just a nominal member of the Church of England. She used to
come and visit us and my invalid husband liked her visits. When
he was near his passing she came and stayed till all was over, and
then took me home with her. And in God's good time, and under
His blessing my eyes were opened to the glorious truth of Salvation
by Grace alone. Eventually it was made possible for us to live
together. Her Bible Class was held in later years, and owing to
her advanced age in her own drawing-room until ill-health com
pelled her to relinquish it, but it was a great grief to her to have to
give it up. We removed to Ventnor in 1935; but before doing so
she had made all provision for that Bible Class to be carried on by
one who held the same truths as did our dear friend. Her doctor
had advised her to move as Ventnor was warmer, and she was then
very frail and constantly ailing and having to keep her bed. But
even there I know of at least one who was led to the Saviour through
the dear invalid's instrumentality. Almost her first question on
awaking would be, ' Is it. Sunday?' Her life had been lived for
others, and she had no thought of herself. On one of the last days,
she stroked my face and said' I do love you,' and when I remarked
, I wonder why! ' it was that' we were one in the Lord.' Then she
said, ' I am so happy.' I said' are you ?-How ? ' and she replied
, All over.' I saw a change coming over her dear face and later
she just fell asleep like a tired child. Had it not been war-time I
should have taken the remains of our beloved friend to Southsea,
but we had talked it over some time ago and she said' do just what
you think best under the circumstances.' The redeemed dust lies
in my husband's grave in Ventnor Cemetery. There was a simple
but beautiful service held in the Baptist Church, conducted by
The Rev. F. R. W. Heath, whom Miss Blackith esteemed very highly,
because of the truths he so faith~ully proclaimed. She loved him to
come and read and pray with her and on a few occasions we were
able to take our dear friend to" his services. A month or two ago I
thought her very poorly. We read together Psalm 84, and often
have I heard her say' I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house
of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness' from that same
Psalm. She sat up in bed and expouilded the last verse, saying' it's
not only Grace but Glory,' and the Glory s.eemed to take hold of her
and she tried in her weak state to emphasize it and that I must not
forget it was' Glory as well as Grace which He gave-No good thing
will He withh,old ' and He never has. Then with a lovely smile upon
her face she said' I'm not afraid to go through the valley of the
shadow qf death, for Jesus Hi):nself will come, take hold of my hand
and receive me'."

Oh ! the heights· and depths of Grace as witnessed in all the elect
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vessels of mercy, and all to the praise and Glory of Him Who hath
made them "accepted in the Beloved" !

As the Puritan Dyer wrote, " Grace is Glory militant, and Glory
is Grace triumphant; grace is glory begun, glory is grace made
perfect; grace is the first degree of glory and glory is the highest
degree of grace." And all this has been consummated in our be
loved friend, whose long life was such an abundant testimony to
God's Sovereign, free, keeping and upholding grace. B~loved,

what shall we' say to these things? Is there not above the sorrow
of losing our beloved ones, which makes this earth more vast and
lonely to us who are left, is there not joy above all at the blessed
thought of their being eternally shut in and safe in the Haven where
they would be, enjoying the presence of Him Whose Grace saved
and kept them and Who is now all the Glory of the Land from which
they will go no more out. Oh! let us write once more:

. " Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth; yea,
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and
their works do follow them." (Rev. xiv. 13.)

" And now their glorious Lord, where'er
He goes, their footsteps follow near;

Nor ever part they from the side
Of Him, the Lamb, the Crucified! "

(Professor Scholfield, D.D.)
R.

GO FORTH, AND STAND BEFORE THE LORD.

"AN D he said, go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord."
This Divine injunction, I could wish, in a certain sense, that you
would also lay to heart. It has reference to all who are situ<).ted
in some respects as Elijah. The cave, from which he was bidden to
go forth, may remind us of the darkness and perplexity in which
our own hearts have involved us'- Happy he who perceives it,
and whose eyes are opened to see the spiritual darkness and corrup
tion generated from his own bosom! But he must not think to
bury himself in tbs. It would be perverse and inj nrious so to do.
Many amongst us, however, have often done so; they have im
prisoned themselves in the mere thoughts of their o\¥n hearts, and
we hear nothing from some, but complainings of the deadness,
depravity, poverty, and helplessness of their souls: truths, all good
and salutary in themselves, but wretchedly misapplied to paralyse
every spiritual and benevolent exertion.

0, go ye forth from such a cavern of darkness, and stand upon
the mount before the Lord! You will find neither life, light, nor
peace in your own hearts. Go forth in spirit, from your gloomy
cell to the mount: behold the Lamb of God. Look up to Him Who
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was suspended on the cross for the ungodly. Contemplate His
Spirit, His love, His merits! It is this which makes the believer
courageous, joyful, and strong; and impart~ new life to his
spirit. .

T.he same may be said to those who are troubled with evil thoughts,
and incited to evil actions. He that busies himself in the painful
consideration of such things, who lingers -amidst the dark horrors
of these temptation;;, looking only at the fiery darts which crowd
upon him; he who stays in such a cavern as this, is liable to be
swallowed up in despair. But let us go forth out of the cave! Let
us stand upon the mount before the Lord, where Jesus presents
Himself, having been in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin, and we shall find Him in all points able to succour them
that are tempted. In the mount, the Lord shall be seen, as having
"spoiled principalities, and powers, and made a show of them
openly," and as " ascended on high, having led captivity captive,
and received gifts for men." Contemplate this mighty Conqueror,
in Whom you have also overcome; bring all your wretchedness
before Him, roll your burden upon Him, and He shall sustain
you; courage and strength shall be given to you; you shall
have Victory and triumph over the world, the devil, and the
flesh.

The ame may be aid to all who suffer under the pressure of
temporal trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, disgrace, or any other
adv~rsity. Do the waves of this world thus toss you? Look not
witM: Peter at the storm, instead of looking to Him Who can rebuke
it. Look not with Martha to the grave of corruption, instead of to
Him Who is the resurrection and the life. This is only to imprison
ourselves sp;ritually in our own· gloomy cave. There can be neither
joy nor peace in doing this. Go forth! go forth! Stretch out the
hand of faith toward the mighty and outstretched arm of Divine
love.; spread the wings of hope; stand forth upon the mount
whereon is laid the sure foundation of Zion. Hereby you will learn
som6thing of the paternal heart of Him, Who, though His ways are
mysterious, nevertheless doeth all things well; and you will gain
a prospect of that better country where" they shall hunger no more,
neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on them, nor
any heat; for the Lamb That is in the midst of the throne shall
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters; and
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."

·Whatever our circumstances may be, to place ourselves on every
occasion before the Lord, with an open heart, without reserve .or
guile, is the grand secret of happiness and peace while we continue in
this world. Yes, and when the outward man itself perisheth, and
the eye grows dim in the shadow of death, the soul shall hear a voice
behind it, saying, " Go forth, and stand on the heavenly mount
before the Lord."-(Eliiah The Tribute, by Dr. F!W. Krummacher,
pp. 130, 131.)
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PRECIOUS MEMORIALS.

177

EXTRACTS FROM A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. J AMES
ORMISTON, AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" They shall abundantly utter the memory of Thy great goodness."
-PSALM 145, part of v. 7) .

IT is instructive, dear friends, to notice the various memorials of
God's goodness which we find recorded in His holy Word. It seems
to have been the custom among His dear children, and God Himself
must have been its Author, to commemorate His greater mercies in
some special form or order. You all remember the instance recorded
in the 28th of Genesis, the 18th verse, the setting up by Jacob of a
stone of remembrance when the Lord had appeared to him so spec
ially, had revealed Himself unto this poor fugitive child of His so
graciously. "Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the
stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and
poured oil on the top of it, and he called the name of the place
Bethel "-the House of God, for so it had proved to be in his
experience. As you remember he had already exclaimed con
cerning it when God was pleased to address him from on High,
" This is none other but the House of God, and this is the gate of
Heaven." And so he marks the spot and would commemorate the
occasion and have it in perpetual remembrance, in accordance with
the Spirit of the Psalm of ours: "They shall abundantly utter the
memory of Thy great goodness." And you know how subsequently
the Lord dealt with His dear servant J acob and how the time came
when Jacob returned to Bethel (Gen. xxx;v) , " And God appeared
unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padan-aram, and blessed
him" (verses 9-15). "And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where
He talked with him, even a pillar of stone; and he poured a drink
offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon; and Jacob called the
name of the place where God spake with him, Bethel "-agaijl,
the House of God. "Where'er they seek Thee Thou art found, and
every place is hallowed ground." It is well, as I say, that the Lord's
people should have in remembrance the special tokens of the Lord's
mercy because there come. times when the heart gets weary and the
spirits sink, then the remembrance of the former mercies, the years,
we may say, of His Right Hand, so tends to re-establish the heart,
and to quicken the spirit and the hope of the heart. So God would
have it.

We have a most wonderful example in the next instance to whiCh
I turn. This is in the xvi chapter of Exodus. God now gives to
Moses the commandment concerning the manna which He was
providing for His people day by day, and with which He purposed
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to supply them throughout their whole forty years' wanderings in
the wilderness, this manna at the same time being a significant
emblem or type of the Bread of Heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who
was yet Dispensationally to appear. Iow God would have this
wonder of His mercy remembered by His people 'and therefore in th~

33rd verse of this chapter in Exodus we fina. it written: "Take a
pot, and put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the
Lord, to be kept for your generations. As the Lord commanded
Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the testimony to be kept. And the
children of Israel did eat manna forty years until they came'to a
land inhabited; they did eat manna until they came unto th-c
borders of the land of Canaan." And we find the New Testament
refers to this ordinance of the Lord in the 9th of Hebrews. There the
writer says in the 2nd verse, " There was a tabernacle made; the
first" (this is the first apartment) "wherein was the candlestick,
and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary"
(or, holy place), " and after the second veil, the tabernacle," that is,
the apartment in it, " which is called the Holiest of all; which had
the golden Icenser, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about
with gold, wherein," that is, in the Holiest of all, not in the ark,
" wherein was the golden pot that had manna." We find no instruc
tion in the original ordinance concerning the pot or vessel in which
this precious memorial was to be laid up but in common with all
the other vessels of the Sanctuary we find it was made of gold. .IO

doubt, dear friends, the will of God was that thus it should be
because in His House the most precious things were employed to
symbolize the exceeding preciousness of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Because the Tabernacle so largely signified what Christ was of God
made unto His people therefore this manna by Divine command
was laid up, a memorial it would seem of a great truth. How that
manna was disposed of eventually we do not know, together with
the various articles of the Tabernacle and Temple furniture. They
had in time to give place to the true, they were but figures of the
true. They were only for a Dispe.nsation, or for a little season. They
were temporal and they were continually perishing with the using.
And so we are not curious to trace the end of those things which
were but shadows. We, blessed be God, have the Substance. The
true Bread that cometh down from Heaven is ours and we know,
dear friends, something of the blessedness of feeding on Him by
faith. We know the strength He supplies, the health He gives, and
we know something of His preciousness within the Veil. Ah, He
has promised that His people shall feed on this hidden manna
Himself, invisible to the eye of the flesh, invisible to nature, but
most present to the eye of faith, for faith is privileged to behold
His Face, and to feed upon the fulness of the grace of Christ con-
tinually. .

In the 4th Chapter of Joshua we have another illustration of
this memorializing the mercies of God. There was a command given
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from the Lord to this effect: "Take you hence out of the midst of
Jordan, out of the place where the priests' feet stood firm, twelve
'stones; and ye shall carry them over with you, and leave them in
the lodging place where ye shall lodge this night." And Joshua
gives this command according to the will of God together with
what we have in the 5th verse: "Pass over before the ark of the
Lord your God into the midst of Jordan, and take yo up every man
of you a stone upon his shoulder, according unto the number of the
tribes of the children of Israel: that this may be a sign among you,
that when your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying,
\'\That mean ye by these stones? Then ye shall answer them,
That the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the Covenant
of the Lord; when it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan
were cut off; and these stones shall be for a memorial unto the
children of Israel for ever." These stones were a lasting witness to
the Covenant faithfulness of God in bringing His Own people
thus through the wilderness and into the large and wealthy
place, to the land flowing with milk and honey, which He had
pledged unto Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and their seed after
them.

And so, dear friends, we have gathered from these illustrations
some wonderful interpositions of providence and grace on the part
of God toward them that trusted in Him. I have sometimes won
dered that there was 'no memorial set up in commemoration of the
wonderful deliverance of Noah and his family from the deluge, but
it has occurred to me this morning that the mind of God was suffi
ciently satisfied with the record He has given us in these Holy
Scriptures that Noah built an altar. The first act of that believing
Patriarch when he came forth of the ark was to build an altar
whereon to offer sacrifices of gratitude to his delivering God, and we
have that fact placed in these Holy Scriptures and handed down to
us from generation to generation. It is sufficient for us, and it is
sufficient for God. But there might be added to that vocal voice
this, that God set His Own memorial, the bow in the cloud. There
you have a lasting memorial not set up by the hand of man. The
ark from which Noah emerged had been a House of God doubtless
to the Patriarch, and probably to his family, or some of them, and
his heart was full of gratitude and praise as he came forth. Now
it was by his human hands that the altar was built but God by His
creative Hands set a bow in the cloud and He has watched over that
memorial these thousands of years down to this very morning, and
He calls it "the faithful witness in heaven." It is a beautiful
expression that which we find in the Psalm concerning the rainbow
-" the faithful witness in heaven." God Himself, as you see, in
that way memorialized His mercies concerning Noah and his
family and their posterity, and has kept the Covenant of His mercy
for them from age to age, and has given them this visible witness
of His purposes of love.
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Then again there was no material memorial set up in connection
with the wonderful deliverance of the children of Israel out of the
hands of the Egyptians from the depths of the Red Sea. Yet there
was a memorial set up and it has continued unto this day in the
inspired song of praise which is called the Song of Moses. Oh, it is
a lovely and stable memorial, a true monument that, because God
was its Author. He inspired Moses to compose it, and Moses to
sing it, and it remains unto us with Gospel meaning attaching to it
unto this very day. And then there was Samuel and his Ebenezer
song. "Hitherto," said he, " hath the Lord helped us," and he
sets out this song. Oh, is it not therefore a call upon all God's
people to seek by grace to have in unbroken remembrance the loving
kindness of the Lord according to the language of our text: "They
shall ablmdantly utter" it-not occasionally utter, nor fitfully
utter it, but it shall be a perpetual offering of their souls, a perpetual
utterance of their daily lives, thus showing forth" the memory of
]ehovah's great goodness" in the great salvation through His Dear
Son. Oh, if those former temporal deliverances were worth com
memoration what shall we not say of that infinitely greater salvation
which the Lord Jesus wrought out at the price of His Own most
precious blood to save us poor sinners from the wrath to come?
Hence it is that in the New Testament and under the economy of
the Gospel we have the simple ordinance of the Lord's Supper
ordained for a continual remembrance of the Sacrifice of Christ and
the benefits which we receive thereby-by that Sacrifice. "Do
this," said the Lord Jesus, " in remembrance of Me." It is a simple
thing you see. He took simply the bread off the table and the wine
cup as it stood. He did this, He literally took of the bread that was'
left over from the Passover Feast, He took the wine cup that was
already on the table, and He set apar.t these Dispensationally as a
means, a simple means, for every true-hearted believing follower to
commemorate His once for all finished work of redemption. His
prople " shall abundantly utter the memory of His great goodness."
The Lord will have us, dear friends, remember Him as an absent
Master. 'Were He visibly presen(with us we should no longer eed
this memorial of His finished redemption. Soon-very soon it may
be with some of us if not all of us-we shall break bread for the
last time here in the earthly assembly of God's people, and we shall
no longer need these loving helps by the way because we 'ihall have
Himself and shall sit down at His table, even face to face with our
Lord. But in the meantime let us gratefully use these appointed
instruments and means which He in His love and in His compassion
has been pleased to provide for us. Let us jealously use them, let
us use them Scripturally. Let us beware lest we fall into any of
the current temptations of the day which the great enemy of our
souls is so anxious to promote with a view to ensnaring us, and with
a view to robbing us of our simplicity in Christ. We cannot be too
simple in our views of the Lord's Supper. Children of God,
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remember the Lord's Supper is a simple remembrance, the breaking
of the bread in remembrance of His blessed broken body, and the out
pouring of the wine in remembrance of His once for all shed blood.
And if we do this thing-oh, it is so simple, " Do this in remem
brance of Me "-if we do this thing in a spirit of worship, if we do it
in a spirit of true-hearted godly sorrow for sin, remembering it was
our sins that nailed the blessed Lamb of God to the tree of shame,
then, dear friends, we shall be an acceptable and a pleasing people
in His sight; and although He be visibly no longer with us faith
will feed on Him at the Father's Right Hand, and our communion
will be sweet.

ETERNAL MISERY.
By BISHOP J. C. RYLE.

LAST, but not least, we want everywhere a more certain sound about
the state after death. There is a growing disposition in this day to
give up the old doctrine of the judgment of the wicked, and the
eternal misery of all who die impenitent and unbelieving. Men are
gradually being indoctrinated with the notion that there is hope
for all beyond the grave, and that at any rate there is nothing
to fear, and no punishment after death, no matter how we live or
die. I regard such teaching as most mischievous and likely to
promote carelessness and immorality. Yet in hundreds of pulpits
I suspect the subject is either carefully avoided, or else handled in
a most unsatisfactory manner. Let us beware of being wise above
that which is written, and of ignoring, shirking, or strangling plain
texts of Scripture. I cannot feel surprised when I am told that
abandoned women in the streets of London have been heard to say,
" Come along: who's afraid? Some of the parsons say there is
no hell."-Principles for Churchmen, p. 171.

A WORD TO OUR READERS.
ON Tuesday, September 29th (much.Jater than usual), the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE Trustees held their annual meeting. The balance Sheet
for 1941 was before them, and they examined and considered its
items. Naturally the war has affected our expenditure and our
income, so that the' accounts showed a deficiency on the year's
working. Providentially we had money in reserve, so that we could
meet the deficiency. For this we devoutly thank God.

If possible, however, it is the desire of the 1rustees that each
year's income should cover the year's expenditure. We are sincerely
sorry that, owing to the war, the .Magazine can only be published
every alternate month, and that the number of its pages is con
siderably lessened, but we thank God we can still publish it. We
earnestly invite our readers to join us in prayer that the Lord may
still supply our financial needs, and that He may cause the circula
tion to increase, and abwldant blessing to attend the testimony
of the Magazine.
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LIGHTEN OUR DARKNESS.

IT is often difficult for missionary parents to know how best to
arrange for their children's education and upbringing. In the case of
Mr. and Mrs. Lee, who in 1899 were running a mission of their own
in Calcutta, the question was decided by lack of means to send the
children back to America; so they kept them at home as much as
possible, and in the hottest weather went with them to the hills.
There were seven children-Vida, Lois, Wilbur, Herbert, Ada,
Esther and Frank-and a happier family you could not find. They
were all merry, healthy children, full of life and spirits, and very
lovingly attached to their paren ts and to each other. It was
a home where the children were brought up to fear God and to leam
His holy Word; and as they grew up, Mr. and Mrs. Lee began to
have the great happiness of seeing that their early teaching was
bearing fruit to eternal life.

In the summer of 1899, the Lee party had their usual holiday in
the hills; and then Mr. and Mrs. Lee returned to Calcutta with little
Esther and baby Frank, leaving the others in the pretty cottage on
the hillside at Darjeeling. Vida was now seventeen; she was left
in charge, with a Hindu woman servant. Lois was fifteen, Ada eight,
and the two boys thirteen and eleven. The arrangement worked
well; the children all attended school, and as often as possible were
visited by their parents. In August Mr. Lee paid them a short
visit, bringing five-year-old Esther 'v"ith him; and when he went
back, at the eager request of the other children, he left Esther behind
with them.

One Saturday afternoon heavy rain began to fall around Dar
jeeling, and increased until the torrents were heavier than anything
known before. Between Saturday afternoon and early Monday
morning, no less than twenty-five inches of ram fell! So you can
just imagine a little of what such rain must be. The Sunday passed
quietly at Mall Villa, where the Lee children were. Church was
impossible in such weather, but it did not seem worse than other
bad spells of rain until evening. Then the little housekeeper began
to wonder if the house were really safe. She thought it would be
better b take the children to one of the next houses, where grown-up
people were living. So she led her little family out into the rain to
try to reach their neighbours. But such a flood of mud and water
met them pouring down the mountain that as one of the boys said,
" It was like Ohio River!" They returned to the house, and going
out the back way tried to reach the road leading to the house above
them on the mountain. But the road was gone! just washed away.
Now there came boulders rolling down the hillside; trees were



The Gospel ]\I[agazine 183

crashing in the black darkness, and always fell the ceaseless down
pour of rain.

" Let's get back to the house," said Vida; "I'm afraid we may
lose each other like this." So she marshalled them back, and lighting
a fire in an upper room, they all gathered round hying to dry their
clothes. Then they knelt together, asking God to protect them;
and rose quite cheerful and happy.

There came (j. knocking at the door, and all the family rushed
down. It was a poor Indian, badly injuredin the storm, who had
stopped on his way to tell them that he was sure their house was
going to collapse. While they were trying to see to the poor man's
wounds, two other natives passed, shouting to them to flee. "We've
tried," said the children, " but we don't know how to get away."
The men seemed helpless and went on; and presently the injured
man dragged himself away.

Again the children were alone. Vida collected them round the
fire once more, saying to them, " If the Lord wishes, He can save us
together; but if not, He will take us together." And all were
quiet and happy. But whilst they were praying, suddenly one
corner of the room cracked open. Vida sprang up, her face beaming,
and said, " Children, the house is coming down; we shall soon be in
heaven!" It was Wilbur, the boy of thirteen, who told the story
afterwards, and Mrs. Lee said to him, " But weren't you afraid,
Wilbur?" "No, mother," said Wilbur, " it seemed as if God took
all the fear away, and we were so happy! We said to each other,
jf only father and mother and baby were here too, how lovely it
would be. We just felt as if we were going hQme. And Vida's face,
mother! if you could only have seen her! How beautiful she
looked; her face shone like an angel's! "

When the corner of the room cracked open, they retreated to the
next room, and kneeling round the bed committed themselves to the
Lord. Then there came a tremendous crash. vVilbur was thrown
unconscious a hundred feet down the mountain-side. All the
rest were killed instantly, c~u hed. in the ruins of the house.

When morning came, there was nothing left to mark the place
where the pretty flower-covered house had stood; nothing remained
but boulders and fallen trees and upturned earth. Wilbur was
found badly injured; he lived to tell his parents the story of that
triumphant night, and then in a few days he, too, fell asleep in
Jesus.

How the parents bore the crushing weight of t~eir sorrow cannot
here be told; all I can say is that even for this extremity, their God
proved Himself sufficient; and He gave to them such a vision of
their little one~,in glory that when Wilbur died it was not hard to
let him go. They are comforted now; and at this distance of time
what strikes me most is the gracious tenderness of the Saviour in
taking away the fear of those little ones who believed in Him! He
must Himself have been with them in that room, and His Presence
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was all that was needed to make them safe and happy. He is no
different now; what He did yestenilay, He can do to-day. "Why
should we fear the darkest hour?" The Lord is our light and our
salvation; whom shall we fear? For in the time of trouble He
will hide us.

DAMARIS.

SOMETHING SECRET.

" THE thing was not known" (2 Sam. xvii. 19), with the result that
Ahimaaz and Jonath~n, the two sons of Zadok, escaped from their
pursuers. IBut we can all feel in our own hearts the palpitation of
theirs as the footsteps of the foe passed overhead leaving their
hiding-place in the well undiscovered. "They be gone over the
brook of water," the woman said-somewhat equivocal perhaps,
speaking words that were true, without wishing to convey the truth.
If " this is right in the sight of God," judge ye. "Unto Him all
hearts are open, all desires known," and may we ever have tender
consciences for our lips are not our own, and by our words we are
to be justified or condemned.

In Jeremiah xxxviii. 27 we read" The matter was not perceived."
The matter was the secret interview that King Zedekiah had with the
prophet. Fearful lest the princes should find out about it, he
provided Jeremiah with an excuse to cover the affair. It was
probably a truthful one, and maybe Jeremiah remembered about
the compassion that God shewed to Samuel, when he was sent to
Bethlehem to anoint David. Samuel was frightened of Saul's
finding out the purpose of his visit, and God told him to call a
sacrifice, and in the shadow of that sacrifice to consecrate the man
after His own heart, and thus the Lord covered His dear Samuel's
head and hid him in what felt like a day of battle. Secrecy of all
sorts has found place since Adam and Eve hid themselves in the
garden: deeds 'of darkness on the one hand, deeds of the love that
covers a multitude of sins on the other. The lies and dissimulations
of Ananias and Sapphira have been sounded throughout the world,
together with the trembling faith of the poor woman who tried in
vain to conceal herself. Her deed was brought to light, but it was
to the light of Christ's love and cOIp.fort. How different was her lot
to that of the Pharisees and hypocrites to whom the Lord said that
no deception of theirs would remain covered-all, and to their
condemnation would come to the light.

" The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him," and a
secret many of them find it. They look for light but behold dark
ness: know not how to judge their exercises. They" cannot tell
what He saith" any more than the disci.ples did. The reverend
James Fras.er, who lived, meditated, and was imprisoned in the Bass
Rock during the latter half of the seventeenth century said" As
Christ in the days of His flesh and appearance in the world was
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growing up as a plant out of a dry ground, and that His kingdom
came not with observation, so may the Lord come quietly, without
noise or din into a soul and they not know it. He may come to the
soul in a very poor and despicable condition and ordinarily He is in
the still small voice." Amongst the last things that the Lord said
to His friends was this, " These things have I spoken unto you in
proverbs, but the time cometh when I shall no more speak unto
you in proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the Father." It
was to be revealed to them that the Father Himself loved them.
What a heart-filling day that would be for them. The two on the
way to Emmaus knew it. It was after the Lord's resurrection, and
we may be sure that after their own resurrection-yet to come, they
will have cause to say to their precious Redeemer, as it is not possible
'0 say on this side of the grave-and to their eternal joy-" Lo now
speakest Thou plainly."

James Fraser says about prayer-" Christ's answers are often
times mysterious, and we uptake them not. When He really
answers, it is we that hear not because Christ opens His mo~th in
dark sayings." But the morning cometh.

FOLLOWER-ON.

IWe think that our readers would like to hear Dr. Gill's inter
pr~tation of three of the incidents referred to by the esteemed
writer of this article. .

1. The woman said of Ahimaaz and Jonathan who were hiding in
the well, " They be gone over the brook of water." Dr. Gill says
" This was a lie she told them, which is not to be justified."

2. In reference to Jeremiah's statement to the princes in Jer.
xxxviii. 27, Dr. Gill says" What he told them no doubt was truth:
though he did not tell them all the truth; which he was not obliged
to do, having no command from God, and being forbid by the king."
Dr. Gill refers to Jer. xxxvii. 20, and thinks it probable that Jere
miah renewed this request at this interview with the king.

3. In reference to the question- addressed to Samuel, " Comest
thou peaceably?" his answer was " Peaceably; I am come to
sacrifice unto the Lord." On this Dr. Gill says, " which he could
'ay with truth, it bei.'1g one end of his coming, though not the only
one for which he came, and which he was not obliged to tell."
(See 1 Sam. xvi. 1-5-THE EDITOR.)

LAW AND GRACE.

"THE Law was given by Moses, but grace and verity by Jesus
Christ." Behold, though Moses gave the law, yet he gave no man
grace to do it, or to understand it aright; or wrote it in any man's
heart, to consent that it was good, and to wish after power to fulfil
it. But Christ giveth grace to do it, and to understand it aright;
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and writeth it with His Holy Spirit in the tables of the hearts of
men; and maketh it a true thing there, and no hypocrisy.

The law truly understood is those fiery serpents that stung the
Children of Israel with present death. But Christ is the brasen
serpent; on Whom whosoever, being stung with conscience of sin,
looketh with a sure faith, is healed immediately of that sting,ing,
and saved from the pains and sorrows of hell.

It is one -thing to condemn, and pronounce the sentence of death,
and to sting the conscience with fear of everlasting pain: and it is
another thing to justify from sin; that is to say, to forgive and
remit sin, and to heal the conscience, and certify a man, not only
that he is delivered from eternal death, but also that he is made
a son of God and heir of everlasting life. The first is the office of
the law: the second pertaineth unto Christ only, through faith.
William Tyndale's Expositions, p. 4.

DIVINE PROVIDENCE.
IT is almost universally admitted that God determines when, where,
and under what circumstances, each individual of our race shall be
born, live, and die, whether it shall be male or female, white or black,
wise or foolish. God is no less sovereign in the distribution of His
favours. He does what He will with His own. To some He gives
riches, to others honour, to others health, to others certain talents
for music, oratory, art, finance, statesmansltip, etc. Others are
poor, unknown, born in dishonour, the victims of disease, and live
lives of wretchedness. Some are placed in Christian lands where
they receive all the benefits of the Gospel; others live and die in the
darkness of heathenism. Some are brought through faith unto
salvation; others are left to perish in unbelief. And to a very
large extent these external things, which are not the result of
individual choice, decide the person's life course and eternal destiny.
Both Scripture and everyday experience teach us that God gives to
some what He withholds from others. If He be asked why He does
this, or why He does not save all; the only available answer is found
in the words of the Lord Jesus. "Yea, Father, for so it was well
pleasing in Thy sight." (See Matt. xi. 25-27). Only the Scripture
doctrine of the fall and redemption will give us any light on what
we see about us."-Professor Loraine Boettner.

A VISITOR to Londonderry, Ireland,. writes, " I visited the Cathedral
of St. Columba (no cross nor candles on the Table), and later the
Roman Catholic Cathedral, where I saw women going from shrine to
shrine, counting their beads, and praying to each saint represented
a tragic sight." We would add that crosses and candles are really
illegal in the churches in England when placed on the Communion
Tables. They are the outward signs of departure from Reformation
principles.-EDITOR.
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DISLIKE TO DOGMA.

187

I AM afraid that time and space would fail me if I travelled outside
our own communion, in order to find additional proof of the wide
spread dislike to " dogma" which we need to realize in this age.
We hear of it among Nonconformists. The oldt'st and soundest of
them complain bitterly that the plague has begun among the
descendants of the Puritans, and that old orthodox views are
becoming scarce. We hear of it from Scotland; not a few Presby
terians are beginning to speak contemptuously of the Assembly's
Catechism as a yoke which ought to be thrown off. We hear of it
from Switzerland. The Churches of Zw~gle and Calvin are said
to be so deeply tainted with Socinianism, since they threw creeds
overboard, that it might almost, to speak figuratively, make their
founders turn in their graves. We hear of it from America: when
Mr. and Mrs. Pearsall Smith addressed the crowds at the famous
Brighton Conference, their simple-minded and well-meaning hearers
must have been puzzled to hear the often reiterated expression,
" We do not want theology." But I trust I have said enough to
convince my readers that when I speak of dislike to " dogma" as
one of the largest and most formidable perils of the day, I do not
use any exaggerated language, or speak without good reason.

The causes of this dislike to " dogma" we need not go far to seek.
There is nothing new about it, and nothing therefore which ought
to surprise us. Eighteen centuries ago St. Paul forewarned us,
" the time will come when men will not endure sound doctrine"
(2 Tim. iv. 3). And the older the world gets, and the nearer to the
second Advent of Christ, the more clearly shall we see that prophecy
fulfilled. We only see a full development of an old disease. There
never have been wanting thousands of lazy worldly Christians, who
say with the poet:-

.. For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight;
He can't be wrong whose life is in the right."

\
Even in 1772, more than a hundred years ago, Archdeacon

Blackburn and "The Feathers Tavern Association" got up a
petition for doing away with subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles,
which attracted a good deal of notice. The great Paley was weak
enough to countenance it. Burke, the famous statesman, on the
other hand, was wise enough to oppose it, in an able speech in the
House of Commons. The plain truth is, that the root of the whole
evil lies in the fallen nature of man, and his deeply-seated unbelief
in God's word. I suspect we have no idea how little faith there is
on earth, and how few people entirely believe Bible statements.
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"The carnal mind is enmity against God." "The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God" (Rom. viii. 7; 1 Cor.
ii. 14). The natural man hates the Gospel and all its distinctive
doctrines, and delights in any ostensible excuse for refusing it. One
man is prmtd: he dislikes the distinctive doctrines of Christianity
because they leave him no room to boast. Another is lazy and
indolent; he dislikes distinctive doctrine because it summons him
to troublesome thought, and self-inquiry, and mental self-exertion.
Another is grossly ignorant; he fancies, like Gallio, that all distinc
tive doctrine is jI. mere" matter of words and names," and that
it does not signify a jot what we believe. Another is thoroughly
worldly; he shrinks from distinctive doctrine, because it condemns
his darling world. But in one form or another, I am satisfied
" original sin" is the cause of all the mischief. And the whole
result is, that vast numbers of men are pleased with the seemingly
new idea, that" dogma" is of no great importance, and greedily
swallow it down. It supplies a convenient excuse for indecision
(Principles for Churchmen by BISHOP]' C. RYLE, pp. 95-97.)

GOD IS SPEAKING.

" GOD is speaking to-day," says one, " not with' a still small voice'
which men may ignore, bu~ with awful sounds of war, disturbing,
distressing, disrupting nations, families and individuals, and shaking
the whole world. We have been a pleasure-loving people, picnicing
and bathing on the Lord's day: now long stretches of sea-coast
are barred by wire entanglements. We have preferred motor travel
to church-going: now there are petrol and transport restrictions.
We have not heeded the church bells inviting us to worship: now
they must not ring except to warn of invasion. We have left the
churc~es empty: now many of them are in ruins. We would not
listen to the way of peace: now we are forced to listen to the way
of war. Money we would not giye to the Lord's work now is taken
from us in rising prices and taxation. Service we refused to give to

, God, now is conscripted by the State. Nights we would not spend
in ' watching unto prayer,' now are spent in anxious watching on
A.R.P. duty. We could not find time to hearken to the Bible:
now we have to listen to the bombs. We would not seek the fire
from heaven to revive us: now we have to contend with fire from
heaven to destroy us."-Quoted in Peace and Truth.

l.T is lawful for me and all the godly to reject whatever men have
presumed to add to the institution of Christ. . .. Let us learn
that there is nothing holier, or better, or safer, than to be contented
with the authority of Christ alone.-John Calvin.

\
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BOMBING AND THE WEATHER.

The Daily Telegraph for Saturday, July 25th, said, in reference to
the bombing of Germany: "The material for our strategy is
assured. Its full realization depends entirely on the weather.
That is incomparably the most uncertain factor in the whole con
ception. We can deal with no target satisfactorily if the weather
makes it necessary to bomb blind, or renders it likely that many
machines will be lost on the way home. In fact, the weather this
year has been singularly unfavourable, and is the only reason why
attacks have not been more continuous . .. We must therefore
earnestly hope for weather which will permit fulfilment of the
Prime Minister's promise that the fate of Cologne shall be the fate
of all the enemy's armament centres, one by one."

Here is a frank acknowledgment that the full success of our
bombing enterprises" depends entirely on the weather." The only
suggested remedy for this state of things' is that we must earnestly
hope for better weather.

The weather, however, is under Divine control. If the weather
is unfavourable to our bombing enterprises, God has been pleased to
cause it to be unfavourable.

Ought we not then to cry to God to send us such weather as shall
aid us to gain the victory over our enemies? Jay, ought we not to
come to Him saying, " We humbly beseech Thee, that although we
for our iniquities have worthily deserved a plague" of unfavourable
weather, " yet upon our true repentance Thou wilt send us such
weather" as that we shall more easily triumph over our enemies.
It is God who causes the storm to rage, and it is He who maketh the
storm to calm. "He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind,
wlJ,ich lifteth up the waves thereof." "He maketh the storm a
calm, so that the waves thereof are stilL" "Fire, and hail; snow,
and vapours; stormy wind fulfil His word" (Psalms cvii. 25, 29 ;
cxlviii. 8).

Our greatest danger is our failure to humble ourselves before God
and to own our absolute need of His mercy and His power.

" Oh that My People had harkened unto Me, and Israel had
walked in My ways! I should soon have subdued their enemies,
and turned My hand against their adversaries" (Psahn lxxxi. 13, 14).

THE DOCTRI E OF ELECTION.

I believe the doctrine of election, because I am quite sure that if
God had not chosen me I should never have chosen Him; and I am
sure He chose me before I was born, or else He never would have
chosen me afterwards; and He must have elected me for reasons
unknown to me, for I never could find any reason in myself why He
should have looked upon me with special love. So I am forced to
accept that doctrine.-By C. H. Spurgeon. "Lectures to my
Students." 2nd Series, p. 47.)
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3Jn ;fIMemoriam.

MISS EMILY A. BLA KITH.

THE news of the Home call,of Miss Emily A. Blackith reached us on
September 2nd last. We believe she visit~d Bath when we were
there and saw all our children.. She had reached the very ripe age
of 91 and would soon have been 92 if she had been spared. Now,
however, she is at Home with the Lord. She lived at Highfield,
Zigzag Road, Ventnor; Isle of Wight.

Mrs. L. A. Lock, who lived with and cared for her during the last
12 years, sends the following interesting particulars about the
Lord's dear servant :-

HIGHFIELD,
ZIGZAG ROAD, VENTNOR,

I.O.W.
Dear Sir, Aug. 31st, 42.

I thought I would like to write and tell you that Miss Emily
A. Blackith went Home to be " with Christ which is far 6etter"
yesterday (Aug. 30). She was a staunch upholder of all the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE stood for; in fact one could say, she was steadfast and
unmoveable. I do not know for how many years she took the
magazine, but I do know she was converted at the age of 15 under
the Ministry of The Rev. Hoare at Horsforth, Yorkshire, and she
had her" Bible Class" at the Circus Church, Portsmouth and other
places, tHe last one being in her own drawing room, when 'vve lived
at Wroxall some 7 years ago. She was then going on 83 and was
very, very loath to give up her beloved class. However, the Lord
made it plain that it was His will, but I know of two whom she led
to the Lord almost from her bed the last few years .. She would have
been 92 had she lived a little longer. I had the pleasure of hearing
your son, Bishop F. Houghton, at Ryde a few weeks ago, and Miss
Blackith said she knew your family when they were all young.
Would you please continue to send the GOSPEL MAG. to me here
I should wish to continue for its own sake, and Miss Blackith would
want me to. liVe always read it as soon as it came.

It has been my privilege to live with and care for Miss Blackith
for the past 12 years, and it was she who was the means under God

. of leading me to grasp the wonderful Truth of His Sovereign and
Free grace. She always said-you or we don't hold the Doctrines
of Grace, it is they which hold us. Forgive my troubling.you with
all this. ;

. Yours sincerely,
(Mrs.) L. A. LOCK.

(See a fuller notice under Pilgrim Papers in this issue-EDITOR.)
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PRESENT DAY PROPHETIC PROBLEMS. Pp. 20. Price Bd. (Mr.
G. H. Fromow, Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, 9 Miln
thorpe Road, Chiswick, London, W.4).

This is a report of a Conference on Prophetic Problems held at
Highgate Road Chapel in June last. Some of the subjects con
sidered were " Can we take the Prophecies Literally?" "Is this
War Armageddon?" "Are we in the Great Tribulation?"
" What is Dispensational Truth?" "How my own problems in
Prophecy have been met?" "Right and Wrong Ways of Dividing
the Word." "May we expect Revival and World Evangelization ?"
In these solemn days we do well to take heed to the sure word of
prophecy. We have no doubt that this excellent Conference Report
will be a help to the study of that Word. Though differences of
interpreta'tion exist it is well to know how prophecy is' viewed by
some of the Lord's people who are students of His \,yord.

We have received THE LITTLE GLEANER BIBLE SEARCHING AL
MANAC FOR 1943. The price is 2d., by post 3d. The publisher
is Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 55 South End, Croydon, Surrey.

EDITORIAL

RECEIVED BY THE EDITOR, WITH MANY THANKS :-MR. B. W. DUFFIELD ;
MR. OWEN HOLDER; MRS. FULLER; REV. H. S. REVELL; MRS. L. A. LOCK;
MR. \\T. WILEMAN; MRS. W. R. TAYLOR; MISS R. COWELL; MISS A.
PARKINSON; MR. G. H. FROMOW; MISS H. J. THOMAS; PASTOR J. H.
GOSDEN; REv. D. BEATON; MRS. S. J. WONHAM; MR. E. J. POUNDS;
MR. GEOFFREY WILLIAMS; DR. L. M. HOUGHTON; MISS J. ALEXANDER;
MISS L. ORMISTON; REV. H. A. LEWTY.

Extracts from our Correspondence.

From St. Neots.' " Now I must tell you of encouragement received from the
current issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Wayside Notes on "Godly Com
panionships" I specially appreciate."

From Tasmania.' "I do thank you for having that excellent Evangelical
publication sent to me regularly."

From Isle of Wight.' "We loved the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and it was eagerly
read month by month, as also the English Churchman."

From New Barnet.' " I do prize the GOSPEL MAGAZINE so much. May God
still keep it going."

From California.' "The GOSPEL MAGAZINE which we value so highly."

From Whitchurch.' "The' Compassing Mercy' paper was especially good.
We all need something to carry us through these grim days, and • Free
Grace' messages alone satisfy."

From Wilts.' "What the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has been to me since 1878
when the Lord graciously gave me a spiritual appetite I cannot express in
words."
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The Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the foiIowing
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THE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of special
gravity and pressing need, we turn to our kind supporters, and to others who

have not previously helped us, for a special effort on behalf of our poor friends, who
during this dreadful \~lar are placed in a much more trying position than usual. vVe
have about 125 of them on our books. , They have so much appreciated your kind
help in former years and we plead for the necessary means to cheer and comfort
their hearts and confirm them in the faithfulness of their Covenant God. The
COMMITTEE. Hon. Sec., A. C. LEWIN, 77, Cloudesdale Rd" London, S.W.17.

BENJAMIN WILLS NEWTON. Jesus Washing His Disciples' Feet. Price 2d.
Lectures on the Epistle to the Romans. Price 5s. Map of Ten Kingdoms of

Roman Empire. Intended to suggest the plobable territorial arrangements that
will be found in the Roman Empire when finally divided into Ten Federal Kingdoms.
Price 25. 6d. Paper 6d. Matthew xiii. Price 3d. Matthew xxiv-xxv. Price

,Is. 3d. Dr. S. P. Tregelles, LL.D., Dr C. Y. Biss, Mr. David Baron and others kept
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Men prepared for the ministry of the Free Church of
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number of grants for the assistance of needy students
available. Prospectus and full particulars from the,
Principal.
The Rt. Rev.- Bishop D. A. THOMPSON
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