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... \Vha comforteth us in all our tribulation', that we may- be able to comfort them
,\'hich are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comfo:-ted

of GoJ."-2 COJ{I:\THI.-\NS i. 4.

THE GATHERING TOGETHER OF CHRIST'S ELECT.

"Then s,'d
'

file) ,cs the SOIJ of man coming in thc clouds with
grcat powcr and glor]). And then shall H c scnd His
angels. and shall gathcr togcther His elccl from the four
winds, from thc ullermost paris of the earth to the ultermost
pari ofheavcn."-Mark xiii, 26, '27.

THE PROPHECY in this chapter was spoken by our Lord to four

of H~s Apostles, as He sat on the Mount of Oli;es. They were
Peter and J ames, and Andrew and John. They had just beel1' in
the temple courts, and some of the disciples had drawn our Lord's
attention to 'the buildings of the temple. Doubtless to their astonish
ment, He foretold its complete Destruction. Then as He sat on the
M~unt of Olives they asked Him, .. When shall these' things be? ,and
what shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the world? "
(See Matt. xxiv. 1-3; Mark xiii. 1-3).' We do. not propose to go
into the whole prophecy, but rather to concentrate on the two verses
at the head of this portion. These verses partially answer one of the

questions put to our Lord by the four Apostles. They wished to

know more about His second coming. Most Christians believe that

our Lord is coming again. Upon many things associated with that
precious truth. expositors differ, but there is general agreement as to
the fact of His coming, and upon that great fact we propose to
write. Let us take these two verses and endeavour to unfold their
leaching on this great and comforting truth.
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I. First, they tell us when His coming shall be seen.

He says, .. Then shall they see the Son of man coming in the
clouds with great power and glory." The exact day of His coming
is known to no one. .. Of that day and ~hat hour knoweth no man."
(v. 32). We' need to beware of the teaching of anyone who pre
tends to tell us the exact day and rhe exact )-lour of the L:Jrd's
coming. But the Lord tells us of certain events which shall immedi
ately precede His coming, and .. th~n," He says, .. they shall see the
Son of man coming." .

First He tells us of a tribulati:Jn or atHictioll .. such as was
not from the beginning of the creation which God created unto this
time, neither shall be." Then He says .. After that tribulation, the
sun shall be darken·ed . . . and then shall they see the Son of man
coming." (verses 19, 24). In Matthew's account of the same dis
course the words are immediately atter the tribulation of those days
etc. (Matt. xxiv, 29-31 ).. Whatever our Lord means by this
'tribulation He evidently teaches it is to precede His coming. Then
after the tribulation .. the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken."
These powers seem to refer to the heavenly bodies. They # shall be
shaken. The result will be that .. the sun shall be darkened, and the
mocn shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall." (v. 24, 25).
Apparently this solemn prophecy is referred to in the Epistle to the
Hebrews where we read, .. Whose voice then· shook the earth : but
now He hath promised, saying, yet once more I sha/re not the earth
only, but also hecn>en" (Heh. xii, 26). In Luke's account of our
Lord's prophecy we learn that the shaking of the powers of heaven
will cause men's hearts to fail them for fear and for looking after
those things which are coming on the earth, .. and the!l shall th1'''
see the Son of man coming in a cloud .with power and great glory."
(Luke xxi, 25-27).

2. Secondly, our verses Jell us how Christ will come, He will
come .. with great pOlwer and glory."

At His first coming He came privately and without any display
of power or glory. Not so when He comes a second time without sin
unto the full salvation of His people. He will come manifestlv
clothed with almighty power and with great glory and majesty. All
the holy angels will be with Him and He will sit on the throne
of His glory. (See Matt. xxv. 31). He will come with a shout
and with the voice of the archangel and with the trump of God.
{See 1. Thess. iv. 16). He will descend from Heaven. His
power will be such that the dead in Christ shall rise from their
graves, and living believers shall be changed. He will change their
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vile body that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body.
(Phil. iii, 21). "Behold I show you a mystery; we shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incor~uptible, and we shall be changed . . .
Then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is
swallovyed up in Vicv:Jry" (I. Cor., xv" 51-54).

What a marvellcus event that will be! What an exhibition of
divine power and glory! This is the event of which the Apostle
-speaks when he says, "Looking for that blessed hope, and the
appearing' of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ."
(Titus ii, 13). His coming is the great hope of His !?eople. When
He appears His people also shall appear with Him in glory. (see
Col. iii, 4). They suffer with Him now. They shall be glorified
with Him then. Wherefore. be cf good che~r!

3. Thirdly, our texts tell us what He wil.l do when He comes.
"He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet"

(Matt. xxiv. 31). All the angels are under His control. . "They
do His commandments, hearkening unto the voice of His word . . .
they do His pleasure" (Psarm ciii, 20, 21).
, They' are ready to obey His word and go where He sends them.

He sends them "to gather His elect from the four winds, from the
uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven." His
elect are evidently scattered abroad throughout the whole earth, and
He intends to gather them together, all of them. Not one will be
mlssmg. He knoweth' them that are His, and the angels will make
no mistake. They will gather them all together.

But who are the elect? No doubt all their names are written in the
Lamb's book of life, but we cannot open the pages of that. book to
find out who they are. The Bible, however, tells us some of the
characteristics of the elect by which we can tell who they are.

1. First, they are a pra)}ing people.
Our Lord says, "ShaJI not God avenge His own elect, which

cry day and night unto Him?" (Luke xviii, 7). The elect are a
praying people. No day passes but they cry unto Him. No night
passes but they cry unto Him: Day and night they feel the need
of His mercy and grace and so they are regularly at the throne of
grace to obtain His mercy and grace, and they come there through
the blood of Jesus.

2. They are a people who have redemption through Christ's
blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace.
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How do we know that? Well, the Apostle says, God" !lath chosen
us in Christ before the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before Him in love." That is, He hath
elected His people before the foundation of the world and He has
"predestinated them unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
Himself . . . to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein, He
hath made us accepted in the Btloved. In whom we have redemp
tion through His blood, the Jorgiveness of sillS, according' to the
riches of His grace." (Eph.i, 4-7). Thus all those chosen or
elected in Christ have " the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches
of His grace." Have we the assurance that God hath forgiven our
sins and thus saved us from their penalty through Christ's blood?
Then we are. His elect.

3. The elect are a people rich ill faith.

"Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen (or elect
ed) the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom
which He hath promised to them that love Him?" (James ii, 5).
'The fact that a sinner can be described as .. rich ill faith" is a
proof that God has elected him. They are rich in faith because
He hath chosen them.

4. They are a people sancti'jied by the Holy Ghost, sprin/i'led
by the blood of Christ. nad a peo,ple who love the Lord alld believe
in Him.

That is what Peter teaches us. He describes the people to whom
he wrote as " elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father."
thro~gh sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ. Then he goes on to say, .. Whom though ye
see Him not, yei bdieving, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory." (I. Peter .i, 2, 8). .Do you love the Lord and believe in Him.
or trust in His blOcod and righteousness? Then you are one of those
who are "elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father.':

S. The, elect are a people who are divin~ly called.

The Apostle Peter says to those to whom he wrote, "Ye are a
chosen (or elect) generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a pecu
liar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath
called you out of darkness into His marvellous light" (I. Peter ii., 9).
The elect of God, then, are a people divinely called out of darkne3s
into God's marvellous light. ' At one time they were in darkness. They
were in the darkness of sin and of spiritual death. But now they are
light in the Lord. They belong to the day and God !lath not ap
pointed them to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ, Who died for them, that, whether they wake or sleep, they
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should live .together with Him." (See I. Thess. v. 4.-10). If then
the marks of the elect are in us the angels will gather us out from the
four winds. ,But why why will the angels gather together His
elect? They will gather them to Christ, their Redeemer and Saviour.
The Apostle Paul speaks of .. the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and" our gathering together unto Him" (lI. Thess. ii. 'I). He
also speaks of all the elect being caught up together in die clouds
to meet the Lord in the air." Then he says .. So shall we ev'er be
with the Lord." (I. Thess. iv. 17). Thus the Lord intends to send
His angels to gather together His elect, so that they shall all meet
Him, and be for ever with Him. This is what He promised. He
said, .. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself;
that .where I i\m, there ye may be also" (John xiv., 2, 3).

In view of all this, the Apostle says, .. Wherefore comfort one
another with these words" (I. Thess. iv. 18.)

Here is indeed comfort for all the elect people of God. There is,
however, another gathering. The professing Church is co~posed of
those who only profess and call themselves Christians, and those who
are, real Christians.

Of mere professors Our Lord says, .. The Son of man shall send
forth His angels, and they shall gather out of His kingdom all things
that offend, and them which do iniquity; and shall cast them into a
furnace of fire: there shaH be wailing and gnashing of teeth." But

'notice the words, .. Then shall the righteous shine' forth as the sun
irr the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear ..
(Matt xiii. 39-43).

.. When Thou, my righteous Judge, shall come
To fetch Thy ransomed people home,

Shall I among them stand?
Shall such a worthless worm as I,
~iho someLimes art' afraid to die.

Be found at Thy right hand?

Let me among Thy saints be found,
Whene' er the archangel's trump shall sound,

And see Thy smiling face:
Then with what rapture shall I sing,
While heaven's resounding mansions ring

With shouts of so'vereign grace.

THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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THE TRANSGRESSION AND SINS OF A NATION.

"Cr:y aloud, spare not, lift up th:y voice liI~e a trumpet, and
shew M:y people their tmnsgression, and the house of ]acob
their sins."-Isaiah lviii. 1.

WE HAVE been reading a Report on Evangelism drawn up by a

Commission appointed by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York.
The Commission consisted of 50 persons, including five bishops. It
was appointed in the year 1943, and the Report was issued in the
year 1945 under the title Towards the Conversion of England.
The Report has had a great sale and we believe it is to be considered
by Convocation in the latter part of this year. There is much in the
Report to which we take grave exception, but its acknowledgment of
the sad condition of England .and of the professing Churches, calls for
humiliatiOl~ on the part of all true believers. We feel that we, like
the prophet Isaiah, need to cry aloud, spare not, and lift up our

voice like a trumpet and endeavour to show to our readers the
abounding sins of the nation of which we form a part. God's people
in Isaiah's time were the people of Israel, and mainly the two tribes,
and members of the other tribes who were still in their own land.
They were a people beloved and chosen of God above all the p~ople

that were upon the face of the earth. They had been divinely
redeemed from the bondage of Egypt, guided and provided for in
the wilderness, and planted in the land which God had promised to
Abraham's seed for an everlasting possession. Their constant lapses
into idolatry and other sins showed that, though' they were God's
people in outward profession, only a remnant of them were a people
who were born again of the Holy Ghost and justified freely by
God's grace through the redemption that would be wrought out by
a coming Redeemer. Thus in Isaiah's time their transgressions and
sins a!:-0unded. Later on, DanieL though himself a true servant of
God, said " We have sinned, and have committed iniquity." .. To
us belongeth conft1sion of face, to qur kings, to our princes, and to
our fathers, because we have sinned against Thee." .. All Israel
have transgressed Thy law" (Dan. ix. 5, 8, 11).

Later on we read, in Ezra ix. 1, that the. people of Israel, the
priests and the Levites, were walking in fellowship with the heat'hen
nations and .. doing according to their abominations," and Ezra said.
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"0 my God, I am a<hamed and blush to lift up my face to ;Thee,
my God; for our iniquities are increased over our head" and our

'trespass is grown up unto the heavens" (verse 6).

Thus both Daniel and Ezra identified themselves with the nation,
and said, "We have sinned," "Our iniquities are increased over
our head."

The lamentable spiritual state of our own nation, and of the
professing Church, is' a matter wh~ch should deeply ~oncern all the
godly of the land. Especially is this true when we ourselves who
have experienced the riches of God's electing, redeeming, regenerating,
justifying, and sanctifying grace, are by no means what we ought
to be as God's children. Our own walk and conversation leaves
much to be desired.

The terrible judgments of the war, and the abounding mercies
which God has shown to us, should lead us to tremble at God's
word, and to humble ourselves with deeper humiliation under ,he
mighty hand 9f God.

,Coming to this Report on Evangelism, what does ,it say as to
the spiritual condition of England to-day?

1. There is a widespread decline in church-going.

This is no doubt true of all deno'ininations. "It IS indisputable
that only a small percentage of the nation to-day Joms regularly in
public worship of any kind." (Pages 2, 3).

2. There is " the collapse of Christian moral standards."

The Report says: "The war has revealed, and also acc,e1erated,
a sharp decline in truthfulness and personal honesty, and an alarming
spread of sexual laxity, and of the gambling fever." Contrary to
Scripture, we remark that the use of contra~;;Ptives has been more
or less sanctioned by leaders in the Churches. Looseness in morals
wa~ illustrated only recently by rhe case of a girl under fifteen
becoming a mother. '

The Report says: "Few greater wrongs could have been inflicted
on adolescents than the ubiquitous sex-suggestion ~f hoardings, plays,
films, novels and ordinary conversation. It has been continuous
propaganda for sex-indulgence. Bawdy shows, ,for example, provided
for men and women on war service, have been a shameful feature of
the present war and an insult 'to their audiences, who have often.
resented them." Again," The gravest feature in the whole situation
is that there is so little feeling of shame in loose living, still less in
untruthfulness or dishonesty" (pages 4, 5).

•
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Here IS an appalling fact about
DIVORCES',

"In the past 30 years the number of divorces has risen from
upwards of 500 a year to approximately 12,250 in 1944," In
1943 the Minister of Health sounded the alarm when he spoke of
"a widespread m'oral collapse"" in a large section of our young
people, (Page 4),
3. This Report spea1es of paganism amongst ,the :young.

It says (page 11): "The whole country was ~o shocked at the
amount of sheer pagan ignorance among the youthful products of
elementary and secondary schools which evacuation disclosed.

THE CINEMA AND YOUTH.

The Report says (page 10): "The most popular art, that of the
cinema, with its immense influence, is' almost totally devoid of any
Christian background.' The cinema has shown an apparently pleasant
world of unbridled desire, of love crudely sentimental or fleshly, of
vast possessions, of ruthless acquisition or reckless violence, of incredible
kindliness; a maelstrom of excitement played upon the glamour of
false emotionalism."

An experienced headmaster of a secondary school in the north
"recently warned a gathering of parents that in his opinion the
constant cinema-going of their children-tantamount to four or five
times a week-constituted a greater menace to the young to-day
than drink and gambling 'combined."

On page 103 of the Report we read: "Against some five million
attendances at Church each week there are some forty million
attendances at cinemas. The disparity is much greater among the
young. The cinema for many is the most powerful medium for
conveying ideas and elevating, or debasing, thought an9 conduct."
4. The Report spea1es of appalling ignorance of the Bible.

It says (page 129): "By reason of the appalling ignor~nce of
the Bible now prevailing, it is no longer possible for the preacher to
assume that even the best known Bible stories are familiar to his
audience." .

HORRIFYING 'CLERICAL IGNORANCE OF THE BIBLE.

Appalling to relate, the Report .says on page 46: "The ignorance
of the Bible to-day, not only in the ranks of the laity but also
amongst many of the clergy (and particularly the younger clergy)
is really horrifying."

Again, on page 60, we read: "The position can only be regarded
with grave disquiet so long as many ordination candidates know their
Bibles less well than most educated children fifty years ago."

•
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NEWSPAPERS BUT NOT THE BIBLE.

.. We British are a newspaper reading public. Practically every
household takes one or more newspapers da.ily, including Sundays."
(Page 115). Note the words ,. including Sundays." (Page 1 15).

But clergy are not only ignorant of the Bible. The Report says
(page 45): .. We are gravely disturbed to discover how many of
t'he clergy seem to have received inadequate training in prayer and
meditation. Great numbers neifher !moUJ hoUJ to pra}} themselves,
still less how to teach . . . true prayer to their people."

.. The decay of Christian home life has been disastrous," is another
statement in this Report (page 93).

Much of what we have quoted in this Report has reference to the
Churc'h of England. But for the most part the Free Churches are no
better. Attendance at their places of worship is also poor for the
most part, and we fear that the otner evils to which we have referred
are more or less applicable to them. It may be truly said that the
whole professing Church, with few exceptions, is in a sad and low
condition. We have all need to humble ourselves before God for
t'he widespread departure from outstanding Bible truths, and for the
great failure to walk accordingj 'to Bible precepts which should
characterize all who love and fear God.

The Report asks the question (page 6): .. Why has such a drift
from the Christian religiol'l occurred?" The answer given seems to
us gravely inadequate. F or ourselves we have for a long time
wondered whether 'God has not given ·over the professing Church in
a large degree to judicial blindness, because of its almost total rejection
of the pure Gospel of His grace, and its wide acceptance of Romis:l
and Mod~rnistic error. We read of Israel, .. Therefore they could
not believe, because that Esaias said again. He hath blinded their
eyes, and hardened their hearts; that they should not see with their
eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should
heal them." (See ] ohn xii. 39, 40; Matt. Xlii. 10-1 5; Acts
xxviii., 25-29). Speaking of the greater part of the nation of Israel
the Apostle says .. the rest were blinded," and .. Blindness ill' part
is happened to Israel, until t'he fulness of the Gentiles be come in"
(Romans xi. 7, 8, 25). These are exceedingly solemn words, and
they seem to teach that if a nation or a people go on rejecting the
teachings of the Word of God, He, whose Gospel and Word they
go on rejecting, may give them over to judicial blindness, the result
b~ing that the spiritual prosperity of the past is judicially withdrawn.
Certain it is that England has been exalted to heaven with spiritual
privileges through the Reformation, through the tes.timony of the
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puritan divines, and through the great leaders of the Evangelical
Revival in the 18th century, but now even .Protestant Christendom
has gone back again, either to the idolatry and superstition of
Romanism, or to the Modernistic denial of Bible and Gospel truth,
or to both together~ May it not be true that God has given over
the professing Church to judicial blindness because of its widespread
departure from the pure doctrines and precepts of the inspired Word
of the living God? . The authors of this Report from which we have
quoted seem to be utterly unconscious of the great apostasy from
Bible truth which now characterizes the professing Church. Hence
there is no expression of -repentance, no expression of readiness to
turn from the serious errors, the worldly pomp, the worldliness and
formalism which now so much abound in Cathedrals and Churches
and in connection with all the work of the professing Church. No
doubt there is a deep consciousness that all is not well with the
Church of England, nor with the other denominations, but there is no
readiness to abandon the errors that prevail.

. For ourselves we feel that we all need to get bac1r to Bible teaching.
If we read prayerfully the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles,
and humbly receive their teaching, we shall feel bound to acknowledge
that the professing Church has departed grievously from ·the Word
of God.

1. First notice that We never read of the enthronement of the
Apostles.

They are at a future date· to sit on thrones judging the twelve
tribes of Israel, but enthronement was not their portion on earth.
Persecution, bonds, afflictions and death was their portion down here.
Our newspapers tell us of the enthronement of Bishops in crowded
Cathedrals. We read of gorgeous processions, the wearing of copes
and mitres, pastoral staves, magnificent music, surpliced choirs, the
members of which are largely unconverted. The pomp associated
with these things remind us of Nero fiddling while Rome was burning.

2. Secondly it could not be said of the Apostolic evangelists that
their ignorance of the Bible was "really horrifying."

They were taught of Christ and " He opened their understanding
that they might understand the Scriptures" (Luke xxiv. 45). He
believed in the plenary inspiration of the law of Moses, the prophets,
and the psalms.

Yet this Report says on page 59: "Our generation has at. its
disposal a greater understanding of the Bible than that possessed in

any prevIous age. . .. In the words of the Regius Professor of
Divinity at Oxford: • Thanks to half a century or so of devoted
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labours by the scholars known as higher critics, it is possible to read
the Bible' as the bearer of God' s Word to man, without having to
subordinate the intelligence of the head to the promptings of the heart.'
The result is that we possess the very best books that have ever been
published to guide the student of the Bible. Their teaching and
conclusions should be made available to the public in popular form."

According to this statement of the R~port we now have at our
disposal a greater understanding of the Bible than that possessed by
the Apostles themselves. Our Lord did not feel it necessary to add
to the law, the prophets and the psalms the views of higher critics.
He knew beforehand what these men would say about the Bible
and He was wholly content with the Scriptures as they were, and
He opened the understanding of the Apostles that they might
understand the Scriptures (see Luke xxiv. 44-46). Do the higher
critics and those who read their books understand the Scriptures

,better than Christ Himself or the apostles? We absolutely repudiate
the idea. Yet despite these best books of the higher critics the
ignorance of the Bible on the part of many of the clergy ., is really
horrifying." Y et the theological colleges teach these clergy the views
of the higher critics, and the students are evidently so occupied with
understanding the teaching of the higher critics that they fail both
to get to know and also to understand the' Bible itself. Is not this
also true of Bishops examinations of candidates for the ministry?
Moreover how comes it that men whose ignorance of the Bible
., is really horrifying" are ordained to the ministry by the Bishops?
IS it not appalling that while fully acknowledging the great ignorance
of' the Bible amongst laity and clergy this Report should recommend
th~t higher critical works ., should be made available to the public
in popular form" ? We should rather that the Report had recom
mended that these higher critical b~oks should be collected together
and burnt. All ministers of the Gospel to whatever deno!TIination
they belong need to be " mighty in the Scriptures," and the Scriptures,
the inspired Word of God, should be the Book which they should
study, and study exhaustively, and in 'humble dependence on the
teaching of the Holy Ghost, their divine Author.

,3. Thirdly, it could not be said of the Apostolic evangelists that
they did not IrnoDJ hODJ to pray.

They could say, "We will give ourselves continually to prayer,
and to the ministry of the Word" (Acts vi. 4).'

There can be no doubt that many ministers of the Church of
England are in bondage to forms of prayer. If they visit the sick
they must needs use the Prayer Book. VIre believe that a spiritually-
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minded man can use forms of prayer in a 'church service and pray
with the hl"art, and it is po~sible to use an extempore prayer and yet
not. truly pray with the heart, but no Christian man, minister or,
otherwise, should· be in bondage to forms of prayer. Many godly
ministers in private prayer, in family prayer, and at public meetings,
regularly pray extempore, and we feel this ought to be the case with
all. When it is said of Saul of Tarsus, .. Behold, he prayeth," it
does not meail he used a Prayer Book. Surely no true child of God
is incapable of responding to the exhortatiOl~, .. Pray without 'ceasing."

4. Four/hi)), Apostolic Evangelists felt that ani)) converted persons
should engage in the Lord's wor/r.

It is beyoild question that many Church officers, organists, membe:'s
of choirs, teachers in the Sunday Schools, are unconverted people.
P"eople are urged to engage in Christian work without any regard to
their spiritual fitness. The action of the Apostles in regard to calling
in assistance for the distribution of alms to the poor saints surely
condemns the laxity now very prevalent in regard to various depart
ments of the Lord's work.

The Apostles said: .. It is not reason that we should leave the
word of Gcd and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out
among you seven men of honest report, full of the Hol)) Chos/ and
wisd:ml, whom ))e noa)) appoint over this business. But we will give
ourselves coatinually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word."
The result was that Stephen, ""a man full of faith and of the Holy
Ghost, and six other godly men, were set apar"t for the distribution of
the alms" ("ce Acts vi. 1-6). Our Lord teaches us that the devil
sows tares ,,:nong the "wheat. Thus the deliberate appointment .of
unconverted persons to do the Lord's work has its origin in Satanic
influence. One of the great evils in the professing Church to-day is
the dominating influence of the world.

5. Fifthl)), it needs to be no/iced that the Apostolic Evangelists
preached the Gospel as their ani)) meswge.

They preached the Gospel that .. Christ once suffered for sins, the
just for the unjust," that He redeemed His people from the curse
by being made a. curse for them, that He gave His life .. a ransom
instead of many," that He bore their sins in His own body on the
tree that He shed His blood to secure the remission of their sins.
In ~ther words He redeemed His people by taking their place as their
holy substitute, and that they are justified by faith in His obedience
unto death for them (see 1. Pet. 3, 18; Gal. iii. 13; Matt. xx. 28;
I Pet. ii. 24; Matt. xxvi. 28). Although this Report speaks of the
Gospel, its definition of the Gospel is very vague and far removed
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from the old evangelical teaching on. the Atonement. We feel we
need to get" back to Biblical te'aching on the Atonement, and we
need to be able to say .. I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Chrisl,
for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believetil ",
(Rom. i. 16). The Apostles .. ceased not to teach and preach Jesus
Christ ,I (Acts v. 42). To testify the Gospel of the grace of God
was Paul's constant aim (Acts xx. 24).

There is a pasage in this Report which under the head of the
eternal Gospel seems clearly to teach the doc/rine of annihilation.
It says: .. The idea of the inhe/;ent indestruclibility of the human soul
(or consciousness) owes its origin to Greelr, not to Bible, sources.
The central theme of the New Testament is eternal life, nOt for

anybody and "everybody, but for believers in Christ as risen from
the dead. The choice -is set before man here and now. Though
the announcement of impending judgment may not at -first sight
appear to be • good news,' yet it is integral to the Gospel. It is
the assertion of the final triumph of good and of the abolition of evil."
(Italics ours).

In a previous passage the Report says: .. Judgment is the ultimate
separation of the evil from the good, with the consequent destruc/ion
of all that opposes itself to God's will." (Italics ours).

These passages deny the immortalitY of the soul and teach the
abolitioo of .. all that is valueless in God's sight." Presumably the
Report teaches the annihilation of the devil and all lost sinners.
Yet, our Lord plainly teaches that the unrighteous .. shall go away
into everlasting punishment; but the righteous into life eternal." We
also read that the devil .. shall be tormented day and night for ever
and ever" (see Matt. xxv. 46; Revelation xx. 10).

6. 5ixthly, it is remarlrable to notice what wonderful blessing
attended the pr~damation of the pure Gospel by the early
E wm gel is ts. .

The Apostles had no choirs, no organs, no music in their work.
so far as is rec6rded. Yet we read of 3000 converts after one
sermon. We read, .. The Lord added to the Church daily such as
should be saved." .. The number of the men (who believed) was
about five thousand." .. A great company of the priests were
obedient to the faith." .. A great multitude both of the Jews and
also of the Greeks believed" (Acts ii. 41, 47; iv. 4; v. 7; xiv. 1).
Other passages tell of wonderful results. How can we account for it?
Is it not that the Gospel came to the hearers not • in word only,
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost." There was no great
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organization, advertisements, the use of the drama, the cinema and
-of soloists and large choirs. Yet this Report says: "The initial stage
of preparCl:tion for evangelism cannot now be attempted on a large
scale unless the Church uses those media which mould men's
convictions-the cinema, drama, radio, television, the Press, popular
literature, and the whole field of organised advertising." (Page 102).

It is pitiable that fifty members of a Committee, including five
Bishops, should recommend such means for -Evangelism. For
ourselves we feel that we cannot improve upon the Apostolic message
and Apostolic methods. It is true that God in His sovereignty does
not always grant the same amount of blessing at one time as He does
at another. We. cannot ignore the truth suggested by the words,
"And as many as were ordained to eternal life believed" (Acts
xiii. 48). But we have no warrant to preach any other Gospel than
the Apostfes preached, nor to depend on any other power than the
power of the Holy Ghost. Woe is unto us if we do otherwise than
preach the old Gospel, depending humbly on the mighty power of the
Holy Ghost. That Gospel shall accomplish that whiCh God pleases,
and prosper in the thing whereto it is sent (see Isaiah Iv. 11). In
the end Christ "shall see of the travail of His soul and shall be
satisfied" (Isaiah liii..11).

The awful condition of our nation from a spiritual point of view
which this Report acknowledges, and which all discerning minds must
know to be true, should have a very humbling effect upon the true
people of God. It is our nation which has got into this deplorable
condition spiritually, and we are part of the nation. Ought we not,

.dear readers, toi ask ourselves, are we guilty of failure? Are we
what we ought to be? Do we give ourselves regularly time every
morning to read our Bibles privately and to pray calmly and
unhurriedly? /

Do we assemble our whole' households regularly for unhurried
• family prayer and the reading of the Word?

Do we retire sufficiently early ant! rise sufficiently early to these

ends?

Are we walking in whole-hearted Iseparation from the world, from
its evil company, its evil books, its evil pleasures, ahd its evil music?
Are we taking care that our children are kept from evil teaching, I

evil schools, evil places of worship, evil books, and evil company?

Do we put their' spiritual interests first and foremost and po we
make all else secondary?

Do we and our whole family observe the Sabbath day?
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Do we plan on the Saturday so to advance our cooking, that all
unnecessary work may be avoided on the Lord's day?

Do we rise early enough on the Lord's day ·to have family worship.
Then do we make a point of all attending a sound place of worship,
both morning and elJelli~g, on the Lord's. da})?

While keeping the whole day holy do we seek to make it a
bright and happy day for the whole family?

It needs to be a day of praise and a day of bright and simple
inst":lclion, especially for the young children.

In conclusion, we must surely feel that we are' living at a time
when error of all kinds abounds, reverence for God, for His word
and for His day is getting less and less. Worldliness abounds,
formalism abounds, sin abounds and do w.e not all need to take great
heed lest we are helping forward the evils of these last days. Read
the prayers of Ezra, Nehemiah and Daniel and note how they felt
when God's ancient people had fallen into grievous sin. (See Ezra
9. 5, etc.; Nehemiah 1 and Daniel 9). Do we not need to cry,
.. Wilt Thou not revive us again; that Thy people may rejoice in
Thee?" (Psalm Ixxxv. 6).

.. Revive Thy work, 0 Lord,
lTby mighty arm make bare;

Speak with the voice that wakes the dead,
And make Thy people hear."

.. Revive Thy work, 0 Lord,
Disturb this sleep of death;

Quicken the smouldering embers now
By Thine almighty breath."

THE EDITOR.

BUNYAN AND A QUAKER.

WE posse~s an edition of the Pilgrim's Progress, with explanatory
notes by Mr. W. Mason, a former' Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
In one of his notes Mr. Mason says Mr. Bunyan wrote this precious
book in Bedford Jail, where he was co~fined on aecount of his
religion. The following anecdote is related of him. A Quaker
came to the jail, and thus addressed him: .. Friend Bunyan, the
Lord sent me to seek for thee, and I have been through several counties
in search of thee; and now I am glad I have found thee." To which
Bunyan replied: .. Friend, thou dost not speak truth in saying the
Lord sent thee to seek me, for the Lord well knows. that I have been
in this jail some years, an~ if He had sent thee He would have
sent here directly." •



176 The Gospel Magazine

~tlgrim ~apCr5.

WELLSPRINGS. •

""And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will call my scrvant
E!in!eim thc son of Hilleiah.

,. And f will clothe him with thy robc and strengthcn him with thy
girdle and f will oommit thy government into his hand and hc shall
be a fafrher 10 Ihc inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the housc of Judah.

And thc leey of the housc of David will f lay upon his shouldcr,
so !J" shall open, and none shall shut; and hc shall shut, and none
shali opcn.

.A~ld 1 will fasten hi,m as a nail in a sure place; and he shall be
for a glorious throne to his father's, housc,

And thcy shall hang upon him all the glory of his father's house,
thc offspring and the issue, all vessels of small quantity from the
vessels of cups, evcn io all thc vesscls of flagons."

. Isaiah xxii., 20-24.
\Ve would just notice the intent. of the expresion "in that day,"

cefore passing on to the subiect, and most blessed subject. under our
comideration at this time. It appears to have been at the deposing
of Sl-eblla "t'his treasurer" who held chief sway and power at the
palace. He had eeen one of the people's setting up and kd used

''his ;Jewel' in a vainglorious and despotic way, setting aside the
prophet's warnings and influencing Sennacherib against Hezekiah.
But above and beyond all the man-made power and machinations,
the LORD IS KING and Omnipotence reigneth! HE is Governor
over all the earth and "none can stay His hand, nor say unto Him.
What doest Thou?" "He putteth down one and setteth up anoth~

er," and the time is come when He will set aside, depose after all
his evil days this false scribe and bring forth His own choice and
servant, Eliakim.

" In 'that day" is an expression we often come across in Holy
. Scrip:ure.- which brings us face to face with divine decrees. God

has His time to work out His inscrutable will and "His way in the
whirlwind and the storm." The enemy does n~t always triumph"
In ilwl day is the exact time when in the divine mind and purpose
our God says, "Now will I arise" and turn again the captivity
of my people, and bring them merciful deliverance. God's day is
the clav ef Gospel grace and mercy to these who know and feel in
and of themselves that they deserve only hell! Thus is Eliakim
presenled to our view and for our humble and spiritual consideration.
He is set forth as "my servant," and can we for a momeilt doubt
lhat this is a very lively and precious type of ]ehovah's Servant, Whom
He C'.~]ed upon us to "Behold! Behdld my servant, Mine elect
in Wbm My soul delighteth." Upon Him' was to be hung all the
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1Slory of His Father's house and that house would abide for ever.
Oh ! what a contrasting picture to that of Shebna, the late boastful
head of the earthly palace and now "tossed like a ball," and car
ried into a far country to be cast out and forgotten !

But this Eliakim, whose name is .so precious in its signification,
viz., t'he resurrection of God, or the God of the resurrecticn of strength,
is here to convey to our sp:ritual view "':1at the LORD Jesu3 was
;n the mind cf His Father, who w~~ to be made sin for us Who
knew no sin, and to be one glorious Head of His redeemed Church
by suffering in our stead. All the glory was to be upon Him and
He " as a nail" fastened "in a sure place." How can souls ever
perish which hang their all on a precious Christ? Unto Him, His
Father committed all things and made Him the responsible Head
of His Church, for every member' of which He should be able to
render up His account, and say" I have lost none." Divine strength
was to .. clothe Him," divine righteousness was to engirdle Him for
His off!ce, and all the government of His pe:Jple's salvation to rest
u'pon His shoulder. the plate of strength. Truly this was ." the Key
of the j,r;use 01 David, so He shall open and 110nc shall shut; and
He shall shut and none shaH open'." And when He had accom
plished His Father's will and wrought out the work of redemption
by His -Own doing and dying in the sinner's stead, He came up out
of the grave having done all, as Dean Rutherford I think it was
wrote, "with the keys of sin, death and hell at His precious girdle."
And He could stand forth as the mighty Conqueror, and resume His
place, and throne in the' highest heavens, there to appear for you and
me, beloved fellow-sinner, who are leoking to Jesus alone for our
hope and salvation. He was that • nail" for you, " fastened in a sure
'place" by God Himself, and none can ever perish' who have hung
upon that nail ! Many were the vessels: divers their size and
,condition, small thejr quantity, but there they were, .. from vessels
of cup, ('.ven to all the vessels of flagons, .. but it includes 'yOll,

dear little faith: 'you, poor limpin~. halting, fearing one, .you ""ho
felt yourself to be • less than the least."

He doesn't look upon the quantity, but quality and all that is the
gold of His own divine nature and which alone His Father accepts.
And the only way of true blessedness and peace for you and me,
poor little trembling one is by going out of ourselves unto Him.
Living souls desire to glorify the God of their salvation, but how often
through fear and unbelief do they hold back and hesitate and "fear
to call Him mine." Whilst quite sure He came to save sinners
they still wonder, "can He possibly have saved me?" But again
we repeat the blessed truth that "none of them is lost" will be His
right royal declaration when He writeth up the people, and this
and that poor little limping, halting, fearing one wilt be there.
Their names are indelibly inscribed in the Lamb's Book ~f Life and
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in that great day of presentation" The King's daughter is all glorious
without: her clothing is of wrought gold. She shall be brought
unto the King in raiment of needle-work .'. .with gladness and re
JOlcmg ...shall enter into the King's palace."

One's heart is enlarged; and yet we have only touched the
fringe of this blessed, Christ-exalting subject, but our space is of
necessity limited and I must close these. few, poor and broken re
marks, feelingly confessing I hav~ done justice to none of the precious
truths contained in our text, but begging the dear readers to give
themselves to a fuller meditation therein. I recall a choice quota
tion from a precious letter long treasured by me amongst the many

• of my beloved and gifted friend the late Mrs. D. L. Johnson. I
had once written her as to .. the nail that is fastened in the sure
place being removed and taken down," and her reply which needs
no comment shall close our meditation. .. iThe verses you refer to
in Isaiah xxii., 23 and 25, as giving you suc'h a seasonable lifting
up, are indeed a stronghold of comfort. I remember more than 50
years ago, ·verse 25 used to puzzle me, how "the naii fastened in the
sure place was to be cut down and the burden. that was upon'
it," and I asked Mr. Wakefield about it, and can hear him as it
were now sayihg, .. The Lord never speaks of His people as a bur
den ; it is their sins that fell, when He was cut off for the trans
gressions of His people."
:(. Mr. W. H. Wakefield was the esteemed minister of Tabernacle
Ohapel, Birmingham. His portrait with account of his life and
ministry appeared in G.M. for 1894 during ~he Editorship of the
late beloved" G.c."

CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD.
By JOHN NEWTON, 18th Century.

WE must n~t conform to the world in their amusements and diversions.
We are to mix with the world so' far as our necessary and providential
connections engage us; so far as we have a reasonable expectation of
doing, or getting good, and no furt'her." .. What fellowship hath light
with darkness, or what concord hath Christ with Belial?" What
call can a believer haye into those places and companies, where
everything. tends to promote a spirit of dissipation; where the fear of
God has no place; where things are purposely disposed to inflame, or
indulge corrupt and sinful appetites and passions, and to banish all
serious thoughts of God and ourselves? If it is our· duty to redeem
time, to walk wit'h God, to do all things in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, to follow the example which He set us when He was
upon earth, and to work out our salvation with fear and trembling;
it must of course be our duty to avoid a conformity with the world in
those vain and sensual diversions, which stand in direct contradiction
to a ~pirittlal frame of mind as darkness to light.
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~erlnOn!3 ann ~ote!) of. ~ermon!).
ON HIS SHOULDERS.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AT
ST. MAin-L1::-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

PART II.
.. On His Shoulders." St. Luke xv., part of verse 5.

Now the second thought is possession. Appropriation first and
then possession, because, you know, it is possible to appropriate that
which we have no right to possess, but these two in the case of Christ
claiming His sheep are I::oth true. He anpropriates that which He
has the right to possess. Having loved these His own which were
in the world, He would love them out of the world and bring
them unto Himself that they might rejoice in Him even as He
rejoiced in them. Who can tell or affect to know what the joy
of the heart of the Lord Jesus must be when He brings one by one
His blood-bought sinners home to the knowledge of Himself? How
imperfectly we can at all enter into what that joy must be to Him.
Said He, as you have not forgotten, "there is joy in the presence
of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth." It is not said
that the angels do rejoice but it is said in that place that in the
presence of the ang.els there is jcy. But now \Xlho is there
and Who is it that rejoices in the presence or the angels if it be
not the Great Shepherd of the sheep? If it be not He to Whom
the sheep belong? Ah,yes, it is He Who binds them upon His
shoulders rejoicing in .His heart, and if you want to know, dear
friends, in outline what that joy is you get it in the 6th verse :
.. And when he comet!. home," beautiful word, "he calleth to
gether his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with
me : for I have found my sheep which was lost." There, perhaps,
is a key to rhe joy of the heart of Christ when He binds one by one
His sheep, His blood-bought people, upon His shoulders, .. f have
found "-that is the secret d the joy. We know something of even
a natu.ral joy when something we have greatly prized has been mis
laid or taken from us dishonestly, and after great searching and
enquiring, and expense it may be of time and means, w~ recover
that ~hich was lost. We rejoice greatly over it and value it more
after that experience than we had done previously. It has cost us
something. And so I do ,think, dear friends, that Jesus when He
says, .. I have found My sheep which was lost and it has made 1\lJe
very glad, it has rejoiced My heart exceedingly, now come share
with Me in this bliss," would have all His saints rejoice with Him
over one sinner brought to repentance through the application of the
Word of truth. And we should be seeking, dear friends, for sup
plies of this joy, and if so, we should be then watching the prospect
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of God's work in the hearts of others, we should be wondering whether
this one or that one, but praying also, may be brought to the saving
knowledge of the Lord Jesus, and when brought how great will
be our joy that prayer has been answered. It will double our joy
to know that the Lord has laid it upon our heart to ask for this
thing. We shall rejoice with Him, and He will rejoice with us,
and this is a joy peculiar to the people of God.

Then again, a sheep laid upon the shoulders whilst on the one
hand, as I have said, it suggests appropriation and possession, on the
other hand it implies subjection, subjection on the part of the sheep.
evidently now subject to the superior power of the shepherd, bOl!11d
upon his shoulders. It reminds us. though of course the truth is
another one, of the binding of Isaac by his father, and the placing of
him on .the altar, I say the truth is another one. And so it is that
every believer when he is called by grace becomes bound to Christ,
becomes so united to Christ as to be subject to His will-subject to
His will. Isaac was subject to Abraham's will. There he lay
bound upon the altar, a proof of subjection to his father's will. So
when the believer, accepted and brought, placed upon Christ's
shoulder, lies there passive, he is about to learn what a blessed
position the Lord has now given him, and he, as years roll by, will
praise the Lord more and more that He did thus overcome all
opposition of sin, of ·unbelief, and brought the heart into subjection.
a peculiar posse.ssion of His Own: You know you sometimes sing.

.. Sweet to lie passive in His hand,
And know no will but His."

That is the position and that is the relation in which tile Lord
Jesus puts each one of His called people. .. Lord, what wouldst Thou
have me to do?" or, "Lord, what wouldst Thou have me to
bear ?" or, "Lord, what wouldst Thou have me to be ?" These
are the petitions and desires of those whom the Lord experimentally
brings to the knowledge of Himself. Well then, a' sheep lying upon.
the shoulders of the Shepherd, and bound there, happily bound there,
receives something forthwith. What is that? Well, he receives.
support, he is upheld, a Stronger than himself has undertaken for
him. It is a blessed thing for us to know that the everlasting arms
are indeed beneath us, to know that we are upheld by ominipotent
power, to know that we must be safe where He has put us. Yet
this is the privilege of all believers. "In the Lord have I righteous
ness and strength "-strength. The Lord is thy Helper, and, as we
were hearing quite lately, even a little help when it is the Lord's
is enough. But here today we are to contemplate His might; not a
little help only but the shoulders of His strength where He has put
His dear blood-bought beloved ones. We heed feat no evil if that,
dear hearers, be our position this morning. What weapon formed
against us in that case can prosper? What tongue rising in judgment
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against us ca.n condemn us when the Lord has justified us and placed
us amongst His own believing people, and given us a place on His
shoulders? '

Then lastly, if we turn to the 33rd chapter of Deuteronomy we
shall find an idea, I think, added to those that have been already
expressed, of re~l: In the 12th verse, .. The beloved of the Lord
shall dwell .ill safety by Him; and the Lord shall cover him all the
day long, and he shall dwell between His shoulders." This sounds
like permanence. .. He shall dwell," not lodge, but" he shall dwell."
This is a settled condition and this is an unalterable position,
.. dwell in safety by Him." When I was in Egypt some years ago
I had many opportunitIes of seeing mothers carrying their children on
their shoulders, and the little thing leaning, as it sat upon the shoulder
of its mother, upon its mother's head, sometimes sound asleep--
perfect rest. And that is the position the Lord has given His
Church, His Belove-d, a place upon His shoulders-perfecl resl.
Very blessed is it to know one is there-very blessed, I say, to know
one is there, to 'know that grace has wrought the mighty work and
given us this position of nearness to the heart of God, this happy
protection day and night, through evil report and through good
report, .. when days are dark and friends are few" as well as
'.vhe,Il the days are bright and fellowship abounding. .. And he shall
dwell between His shoulders." There is no putting away, no,
casting off; nor need you fear, dear trusting dependent child of God,
that His shoulders will ever grow weary. Oh, how many weary
shoulders there are in this groaning world this morning. What
distress amongst nations, what a blight of suffering, all arising from
tyranny, wrong government, maltreatment, on the part of those who
have power without pi~y. But the Lord's dear people-they may
all be stayed upon the Lord's love and faithfulness. And trust Him
for He will keep His promises, and He is able to perform them.
He will never grow weary, as I have said, either of His burden or
His responsibilities. The Lord has Himself given us a clue to His
mind in those words of His that are recorded in the Acts of the
Apostles as if they w.ere familiar to the people of God when Jesus
was on earth though we have no record of them in the four Gospel~,
.. It is more blessed to give than to receive." I say I believe we
have a clue in those words which ;re attributed to Jesus as if it
were a frequent saying of His. He will tell us this morning, it is a
great deal more blessed for Me to carry you than it is for you to
be borne on My shoulders. .. In His love and in His pity He
redeemed them; and He bare them, and carried them all the days
of old." F ol'ly years through the wilderness the Lord was responsible
to meet the daily needs of His dependent people; true and faithful to
the end the manna did not cease until the day after they had crossed
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the Jordan and had entered the good land .. flowing with milk
and hcney." ,

And so the Lord will bear and carry His people through this
present wilderness world, everyone, and bring them finally into the
joy of the eternal Canaan yonder.

May He add blessing to His Word for His Name's sake. Amen.

TH£ ACCUSER OF THE. BRETHREN.

THERE are many alive in England at this day, who know what it is
to have a strong delivering hand stretched out on their behalf, an
authoritative voice to plead their cause. Their captivity is a thing
of th~ past: they are helped, restor.ed, comforted. It is no new
tale: it was not new when the captives of 2nd Chronicles 28,
found such a kind champion as Oded to come to their rescue,
persuading their spoilers in the word of the Lord to have pity on
them. and not to bring upon themselves the .. fierce wrath" of God.
It was not an age-long foe that had carried away the men, women
and children now at their mercy-or rather their cruelty; it was
Judah, and they were Israel-all children of Abraham, and if the
Apostle James had come by, and had seen what was being done,
he would have said" My brethr.en, these things ought not so to be."
That was what Nehemiah said when he learned to his great disquiet,
that the Jews were s~lling their bret'hren, and making slaves of them.
He took up the cause of the oppressed, and righted it, to the joy
of the community, ... and all the congregation said Amen, and praised
the Lord."

In his second epistle to the Corinthians, Paul begged his friends that
.. such a one" as an erring repentant brother .. should not by their too
great severity, be swallowed up of oveqnuch sorrow." The apostle
interceded for him that their love should be confirmed, and the
contrite restored, for nothing would please the .. accuser of the
brethren" so much as the disappearance of love and union in Christ.
.. We are not ignorant of his devices," Paul said. .. The accuser of
the brethren" was the name that sounded in heaven as the title and
character of that old serpent, the Devil, and .satan. He accuses the.
brethren of Christ day and night before God. But his accusations
fall upon ears which have never been deaf, never heavy to the cry,
the prayer, the confessions, the sorrows of the poor and needy.
They may have all the dejections and feelings of the desponde;1~'

captive, but they have an ever living Advocate, stronger than Oded,
Nehemiah, Ebedmelech (in his gentle kindness to Jeremiah); or Paul.
They have an Ad,:,ocate with the Father of mercies, th F afher with
Whom is forgiveness-the God of all comfort, Who can and does
save, restore, feed, clcthe, and justify; and at last bring them where
they would be. FOLLOWER-ON.
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THE CHURCH BELL.

I HAVE a tale for my readers this time found in an old volume long
out of print, .of a barber who had a flourishing business in a large
seaport town in the south of England. Tom Williams (to give him
a name) was well-known to all 'his customers as an unbeliever, and
his scoffing talk was an attraction to the shop. His habit was to
spend Sunday morning shaving and hair-cutting; then he would go
off with his fiddle to perform for the rest of the day in a, public
house, or on an excursionist steamer.

One Sunday it fell out that Tom had no engagement. Towards
evening he went out for a stroll on the sea-front, intending to meet
some of his chums. The church. bells were ringin.g for the evening
~erVlce. Tom, usually deaf to such appeals, found his attention
arrested by the insistent monotone of a single bell. "Come! Come!
Come! " said the strident note. "Hold your clang,! " cried Tom,
thoroughly annoyed. But the bell went steadily on; it began to rain;
the expected friends did not appear; and at last almost against his
will, Tom slunk into the church, and hid himself away in a corner
at the back.

The sermon was on the second Psalm. It showed the sin and folly
of raging against God, and the punishment that must come upon the
sinner. The only hope was to "kiss the Son"; and the preacher
described the blessedness of those who are reconciled to God through
Christ.

The congregation clispersed, a~d Tom returned to his walk, !-Jis
mind now full of other thoughts. For the first time. in his life, his
conscience beg,an to accuse him; he thought of his wicked life, and
felt that the displeasure of God was upon him. Anxious and
troubled, he began to ask himself what he must do to be saved.

The night drew on, and Tom went home, to supper and then to
bed. But sleep was far from him. Mrs. \Villiams tried to find out
what was wrong, but he would not tell her. A miserable week
followed; all the customers remarked on his haggard looks, but to
their inquiries he would only say, "Never mind, I shall 'soon be
all right. " But he grew ,more pale and wretched every day.

The next Sunday Tom was pestered with invitations to come out
and shake off his troubles. He refused them all, and went to bed
after his morning's work. There he lay, till at six o'clock the
imperious bell -again called 'him to come. He dressed, and went to
the evening service. That night the text was taken from the last
chapter of Hosea; the theme was the freeness of salvation, and the
sermon ended with a solemn warning to the sinner.

A miserable night followed. T om could eat nothing, and sleep
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was impossible. At last Mrs. Williams said, "I believe you're
going out of your mind; we all think so; and to-morrow I shall send
for the doctor." "No, no!. I'm not mad," said poor Tom; "it's
my soul; whatever will become of my soul?" "Your soul!"
responded his wife in great astonishment; "What's your soul like?
Where did you get such a thing?" F or she also was a scoffer.
Now that she had made this discovery, she d~termined that he mllst
be laughed out of his trouble. Soon she had all the neighbours and
customers joining to make fun of him. But it was in vain: the
hand of the Lord was - upon the man, and no human interference
could hinder His work. .

At last in fear and trembling Tom applied to the clergyman,
whose preaching had so upset him. Deeply interested, the good
minister did all he could to help. But all his sins rose up as if to
swamp the poor man; he despaired of ilny escape. Then he made a
great effort to reform himself, and make himself more fit for salvation.
Weeks of struggling and failing and despairing followed. But at last
Jesus met with him; He brought up poor Tom from the horrible
pit, and set his feet upon a rock, and all could hear the new song
from his mouth.

Changes in his life quickly came to pass. Up to then most of
Tom's business and of his wife's little general shop had been done on
a Sunday; he now felt this was wrong, but he feared to lose all hi~

customers if the place were closed on Sundays. He talked it over
with his friend the minister, but he could not bring himself to take
such a step. He would take another week to think it over. The
minister suggested that they should each pray about the matter at a
fixed time_ every day. When the week was over, Tom came up
with a beaming face, displaying a card on whi€h he had written:
"This shop closed on the Lord's Day," to be put up that night
in the shop.

Presentiy Tom discovered that another change must be made.
He had always kept a number of evil publications for his customers
to read whilst they waited. Now he felt these must all be destroyed,
and instead he obtained from the minister a lot of tracts which he
displayed on the table. He' feared that his customers would just
tear them up, and the minister wrote his name on each paper to
orevent this. But there was no difficulty at all; the tracts were read
~vith eagerness, and on Saturday night th~y were cleared out of the
place by meh who asked if they might borrow them for Sunday
reading! In spite of the Sunday closing and the immense change in
the barber himself, business remained- jl.!st good enough to keep things
gomg. Then Mrs. Williams began to fall in with her husband's
ways; she began to come to church with him, and the children were
sent to Sunday School.

After a few years, the Scripture reader's place fell vacant, and
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tthe clergyman offerea it at ten pound" a year to Tom William".
Thi" wa" a great help, and he took great delight in the work. But
now hi" wife wa" truly converted, and his busines" became much more
prosperous, so that he insisted on continuing his spiritual work
without a wage.

Twenty years of consistent happy service followed. Then Tom's
last illness came upon him. On the Sunday as he lay in bed he

, heard from his window that well-known bell. .. Open the window,
Anne," said the dying man; .. I want to hear the bell once more. . . .
Yes, it is the same call-Come! Come! ,Come! I shall never
hear it again. Read me some of the blessed calls of Jesus." .. Come,
ye blessed of My Father," began his wife. .. Ah, yes, that's a call
from heaven's bell for me. Read me the hymn that says • I heard
the voice of Jesus say, Come unto Me and rest.' " As Anne
finished reading, Tom said .. Yes, my travelling days are done.
Now I will lie down." Then the watchers heard him softly
whispering .. Come! Come! Come." And before the congregation
had left the church he was gone. DAMARIS.

A SOLDIER AND THE GOSPEL M,AGAZI E.
10th June, 1945

DE.AR Mr. Houghton,-Chri:stian greetings! Now this terrible war
is over in Europe, I wish. to thank you very much indeed for receipt
of the Gospel Magazine so regularly every month.

It has always proved very helpful and soul satisfying, and sometimes,
dur,ing days of danger which I shall never forget, it has been a real
comfort to turn to your magazine and read the good old truths which
are contained therein. .

I wish not to praise and thank man for this, but to look unto God
and be \ grateful unto ,Him for inspiring your works-for I am
convinced that the various sermons I have read in the Gospel Magazine
are inspired. The times I used to enjoy it most, during the war.
were when it was a Sabbath and all around was confusion.
Outwardly it appeared as an ordinary day. Sometimes, as I read
the Word of God expounded in those pages, all fear would vanish
away, and I often felt as if I was sitting under the ministry at our
chapd at home.

When I was in the Queen's Royal Regiment I had a friend who
was indeed very God-fearing and he loved the Lord Jesus Christ
as his Saviour. Oh what a blessing it was to have such a friend
amongst so many unbeliev'ers and, if I may say, blasphemers (God
forgive them). Those were happy days 'to be sure. In the barns
and in the fields of France, Belgium and Holland we used to spend
many happy hours together, sometimes reading the magazine. But
the Lord had other ways for it, and finally the battaiion disbanded
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and we spent our last few days together ·in Ypres, Belgium. It was,
a sad parting, as you will imagine, because we knew, or anticipated
that we were going to another unit where we should feel on our
own-spiritually.

That was about eight months ago, and we have written to each
other regularly during this time. It was only the o'ther day that I
had a letter from him saying he had been provided 'with another friend
with whom he could enjoy real fellowship. It was a lovely letter
which I received from him and he was full of praise and thanksgiving
for all the mercies the Lord had granted him.

As for myself, things have changed considerably for the best and
when I ponder over the past and present I am astonished and amazed
when I realise the wonderful way in which I, such a sinner as myself,
have been delivered from the hands of the enemy and brought safely
thus far. Compared with those days, I am, as I have said, much
better off. Its like being civilised again here, working at Garrison
H.Q. in Flensburgh with proper offices, sleeping quarters and lots- more
things for comfort, and all this makes me feel so thankful to Him
who hath made it possible. When in trouble' I used to think of that
beautiful hymn:

.. My times of sorrow and of' joy,
Great God, are in Thy hand;

NIy choicest comforts come from Thee
And go at Thy command.

If Thou shouldest take them all away,
Yet let me not repine;

Before they were possessed by me
They were entirely Thine."

Now, as trouble (for the present I suppose) has been lifted for me
and so many, I pray God with all my heart that we who have been
made so happy by the end of the European \Var, may be enabled to
sin~ that hymn as sincerely as when we' should have done in the
times of sadness and anxiety. We are so unworthy for these favours,
but Christ in His loving mercy has granted us this great victory over
such a mighty foe.' If you could see the thousands of healthy looking
German soldiers, untouched by battle, you would more easily be able
to say that God has cNtainly worked in the hearts of the enemy and
brought this miracle about. :Surely this is the Lord'5 work and
marvellous in our sight.

Well, Mr. Houghton, I really didn't intend writing all this-all I
was going to' do in the first place was drop you a short letter of
thanks for the Magazine, but I was .. carried away" with my thoughts
and just had to put them on paper. But I must close here, hoping
you are well and may God's rich blessings rest on you and your
great work.

.. Praise God from whom ALL blessings flow."
Yours with sincere Christian regards.
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A. IOTHER SOLDI£R AND THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

11'th June, 1945.
I HOPE that you will excuse my presumption in writing you, but I
wish to express to you my sincerest appreciation of your excellent
M,agazine, which I g~t regularly since last December. I sense the
presence of the Spirit in its pages. The" Family Portion" has been
a great help to me in these days of trials' and sorrow. While I am
reading it, I feel drawn to the things above. Last night (Sunday)
while reading the May-June number I felt greatly refreshed.

We don't see much in these dark days but what is apt to depress
us. Sin' abounds on every hand. The majority who call themselves
.. ministers of Christ," but who in truth are nothing but false
prophets, deceive the people by false doctrine. Y et, in the midst of
all the darkness, how good it is that the Lord never chang,es, that
He sits a King for ever. He has still left a remnant with us who love
His truth. It is for their sake that the world is not destroyed.

I read your excellent pamphlet, .. Sabbath Observance," and
.. Hatless Women in the Assemblies." I enjoyed it very much,
and could put my .. Amen" to every word. It is sad indeed to see
how the Lord's day is desecrated by men; even by professed
followers 0 f the .. Lamb."

Here in Germany, the signs of destruction are on every hand.
Oh, the misery of mankind'; no healing apart from Christ. Oh for
a day of His power to turn the nations to Him with repentance.

May the Lord's richest blessing rest on you and on the Magazine,
and may it be blessed to many a weary soul.

THE CRY OF AN AWAKENED SINNER.
THE cry of an awakened sinner, who sees his own righteousness' to
be as filthy rags, his soul in a state of wrath and wretchedness',
exposed to everlasting destruction. Feeling the burden of his sins
upon his back, he turns his face from his own ,house, from himself,
from all his false hopes and vain confidences, for refuge, and takes
his Bible in his hand, to direct him where he shall flee for refuge
and sa.lvation. The more a sinner reads therein, the more he is
convinced of the wretched' state and ruined condition of his precious
immortal soul, and of the necessity of fleeing to Christ for eternal
life and salvation. As he reads he weeps and trembles to think
what will become of him. Reader, was this ever your case? Did
you ever see your sins, and feel the burden of them, so as to cry
out in the anguish of your soul, what must I do to be' saved? If
not . . . you are yet carnal, dead in your sins, lying in the, arms
of the wicked one, in false security . . . salvation in the heart begins
with a sight of sin, a sense of sin, a fear of destruction, and dread
of damnation. Such, and only such, commence pilgrims from the
city of destruction to the Heavenly Kingdom.-W. MASON.
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~rotcstant JJeeacon.

ALEXANDER DALLAS: A GOOD SOLDIER.

( COMMUNICATED).

THE name of Alexander Dallas is one worthy of remembrance in the
records of missionary enterprise. The purpose of this brief outline is
to call to mind a very remarkable man, who has left behind him
as a memorial an efficient organisation devoted to the spiritual \\"elfare
and enlightenment of "Irish Roman Catholics.

Like the life of Moses, the great leader of God's people in the
Old Dispensation, so the life of Dallas may be divided into three
periods.

Soldicr.-At the age of 14 young Alexander became a clerk in
the Treasury, walking across the fields every morning from his home
in Camberwell to his office in Westminster. When he was 19, in
1810, he received a commission and soon was sent to Spain, where
he served until the end of ·the Peninsular Campaign. Later he had
a distinguished share in the victory of Waterloo, faithfully discharging
onewus duties made even heavier by the cowardice of bro~her officers.
During this time those many qU2.!ities were developed which were of
such value in after life, whe;" as a missionary pioneering in a new
way, much that had been learned as a soldier of King George Ill.
wa- cl11pioyed in the higher warfare of the Gospel.

Pas/Dr.-In his thrilling "Autobiography" we learn that several
experiences in the year 1818 became "a preparation for the serious
thoughts which it was God's good purpose presently to infuse." \Vhile
studying at Oxford he began to read his "Bible. His intention to
become a barrister was now given up, and, advised by friends, Dallas
took Holy Orders. Jt was only during the first years of his ministry
that he entered into the full assurance of salvation by grace. Presently
his friend the Bishop of Winchester appointed him to Wonston in
Hampshire, where he continued as Rector for more than forty years.
Though a devoted parish clergyman, it could never be said that he
was in any narrow sense parochially minded. He had lifted up his
eyes to look on the world field needing the Gospel.

Evangelist.-When in his 50th year the call came to visit Ireland
for the first time he was loath to go, little knowing that for nearly
thirty years it was to be the scene of unremitting labour in the Gospel.
F wm 1840 onwards the journey was made with increasing frequency
to Ireland. Soon the evangelisation of the Roman Catholic millions
occupied much of his time. Undoubted blessing attended the efforts
of Dallas and his friends, so that in 1849 it was agreed to form a
society to maintain and extend the work already begun. Thus the
Irish Church" Missions had its birth.

The account of this great and humble-minded man's efforts for
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the highest welfare of Ireland would fill a volume, and, indeed, it
does, for .. The Story of the Irish Church Missions" was published
many years ago, and is now out of print. After the death of Dallas
in 1869, a national memorial was erected in St. Patrick's Cathedral,
Dublin, where it is still to be seen.

Our notice of this gracious life and fruitful m1l11stry is fittingly
concluded by a quotation from the tablet in the Mission Church,
Townsend Street, Dublin. It reads: .. For 25 years he wrought
with earnest faith and ceaseless prayer for the salvation of our Roman
Catholic countrymen . . . the Lord gave him much wisdom, hope
and love, with faith and persevering prayer and length of days. He
used him for His own glory here. then took him to Himself. In all
his work his prayer ever was, '0 God, for Christ's sake, give me
Thy Holy Spirit. Amen.' ..

A NEW ZEALAND READER AND THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

Auckland, New Zealand.
10th July, 1945.

DEAR Mr. Houghton,-It gave us great pleasure to meet your son,
Bishop F. Houghton and Mrs. Houghton, during their. recent visit to
New Zealand. We have been readers of the Gospel Magazine for
many years, and have gleaned so many items 'of interest about your
family that we' seem to be almost personally acquainted with the
various members.

Our father esteemed the Magazine very highly indeed, and shortly
before his death (in his 92nd year, 1939) expressed the hope that
the GosiPel Magazine might be found in each of our .. habitations
so long as there is a faithful Editor." He also said: .. I believe it is

lin accordance with what is set forth in the Bible-the Word of God,
the very Word of God."

Our mother was very fond of Dr. Doudney's books, and of
.. Nette's " ,articles -in the Gospel Magazine. We do not atetnd
the Church of England, but we read The English Churchman. . .•
The last place of worship we attended in England was Jirch Chapel,
Lewes, Sussex, and we were brought up to believe in the free
sovereign grace of God Almighty. Here man's free will seems to
be greatly taught, and Modernism has got a strong hold too.
Although we heard your son speak at CLM. meetings we were
sorry not to hear him' preach, but the churches were too fa~ away
from this suburb, and we do not patronise the trams on the Sabbath
day. (Splendid.-The Editor).. " We have tried to distribute
the Gospel Magazine, and some of tbe readers have appreciated it.
One young man in the Forces said he read it lying in the jungle
in the Pacific Islands.
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PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGMENTS OF DIVINE
DELIVERANCE.

THE Prime Minister, the Right Hon, C. R. Attlee, concluded 'his
broadcast at midnight on Tuesday, August 14th, 1945, in reference
to the surrender of ] apan, by saying, .. Peace has once again come
to the world. Let us thank God for this great deliverance and His
Mercy."

In the House of Commons on Wednesday, August 15th, the
Prime Minister sa'id, .. One feeling, I, am sure, predominates in all
our hearts, the 'feeling of gratitude to Almighty God for this great
mercy," and he' moved .. That this House do now attend at the
Church of St. Margaret, \1(/estminster, to give, humble and reverent
thanks to Almighty God on the victorious conciusion of the "'ar,"
The House then proceeded to St: Margaret's Church, the Speaker,
leading. The House of Lords also went to Westminster Abbey
for a service of thanksgiving, At St. l'vIargaret's Church the House
of Commons joined 'n singing the metrical version of Psalm i 24, ihe
metrical version of that psalm is here transcribed, and is z,s follows:--

.. Now Israel may say, and that truly,
I f that the Lord had not our cause maintained,
If that the Lord had not ou'r right sustained,
When cruel rnen against us furiously
Rose up in wrc,th to make of us their prey.
Then cerftainly they had devoured us, all.
And swallowed quick, for ought that we could deem;
Such was their rage, as we might well esteem.
And as fierce noods before them all things drown,
So had they brough our soul to death quite down.
The raginf, stream~ with their proud swelling wave6
Had ,then our soul o'erwhelmed in the deep,
But bless'd be God, \Vho doth us safely keep
And hath not give,l us for a living prey
Unto their teeth and bloody cruelty.
Even as a bird out of the fowler's snare
Escapes away, se is our soul set free;
Broke are their nets, and thus escaped we.
Therefore our help is in the L'Jrd's great name,
Who heaven and earth by His great power did frame."

The King's Speech, read in Parliament en the same day (Wed
nesday; August 15th), opened by saying, .. The surrendei' of ] apan
has brought to an end six years of warfare 'Nhich have caused untold
loss and misery to the world. In this hour of deliverance it is fitting
that we should give hun:ble and solemn thanks to God by Whose
grace we have been brought to final victory." "

Following upon these public acknowledgments of divine deliverance
came the King's broadcast at 9 o'clock the sal'le evenmg. In that
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hoadcast he said. .. Japan has surrendered, so let us join in thanking
Almighty God that war has ended throughout the world and that
in every country men may now turn .their industry, skill and science
to repairing its frightful devastation, 'and to building prosperity and
happiness. Our sense of deliverance is over-powering."

WOMEN AN'D METHODIST MINISTRY.
WOMEN may now become fuily ordained ministers of the Methodist
Church. The resumed Meth'odist Conference on Saturday passed a
resolution declaring its readiness .. to receive for ordination to ministry
cf the Word and Sacraments women who believe themselves to be
called of God to this work and who prove themselves to have the
fi tness and gifts required for the ministry." The conference also
decided that men and women in the ministry should have equal
status and training, and should receive allowances on the same scale,
and that the marriage of a woman minister should involve her retire
ment from the active ministry except in special cases.-The Times,
Monday, July 23rd, 1945.

But what saith the Scripture' about women and public ministry
'in the Assemblies? It says, .. 'Let your women keep silence in the
Churches; for it is not permitted unto them to speak, but they are
commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law" (I. Cor.,
xiv., 34). '

.. r suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the
man, but to be in silence" (I. Timothy, ii., 12).

.. We ought to obey God rather than man" (Acts, v., 29).
o that we listened more humbly to the voice of God in these

solemn and evil days!

mebie\l.1~ anb ~.tice~ of 13oolt~.
THE RESSURECTION OF THE JUST. Price 6d., post paid. (To be

had from MR. G. H. FrwMow, 9, Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick,
London, W.4.).

The addresses in this pamphlet were delivered at the' Sovereign
Grace Advent Testimony Anual Conference at Highgatc Road
Chapel, London, in April, 1945. The subject is treated in an
-exhaustive fashion and is based on the most prominent Bible passages.

Whatever our views may be, the report of these addresses deserves
to be prayerfulIy read.
ROMANISM COMPLETELY AT VARIANCE WITH THE BIBLE· By

the Rev. James Gardner, M.A, M.D., pp20. Price 4d., post
free.

(PROTESTANT TRUTH SOCIE.TY, 28, Queen Victoria Street,
London, E.C.4.).

This is the 25th edition of this excellent pamphlet. In parallel
columns it gives the chief errors of the Church cf Rome and quotes
the \Vord of God against them. We warmly commend it.
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DON'T WORRY ABOUT SUCCESSORS.
God hath. today somewhere, I know not where, in your obscure

cottage of an English village, or in a log hut far away in the
backwoods of America, or in the slums of our back streets, or in our
palaces, a man Who in maturer life shall deliver Israel, fighting the
battles of the Lord. The Lord hath His servant making ready,
and when the time shall come, when the hour shall want the man,
~ne man shall be found for the hour.

T-he Lord's will shall· be done, let infidels' and doubters think
what they please. I see in this advent of J oseph of Arimathea
exactly at the needed .time, a ,veil of consolation for all who have
the cause of God laid upon their hearts. We need not worry our
heads about who is to succeed the pastors and evangelists of to-day:
the apostolical 'succession we may safely leave with our God.

e. H. SPURGEON.

EDITORIAL.
Received by the Editor with many thanks :-Pastor H. Moore

.Mr. S. Cottey; Dr. Mabel Talbot; Miss M. E. Whit~: Miss A.
Parkinson; Mr. H. Platts; Mr. W. C. Brehaut: Miss E. C. Turner;
Mrs. J. Platts; Serjeant J. Platt::;; Miss Cowell; Mr. E. J. Peacock;
Mr. J. C. Dennis; Mrs. M. E. Bradshaw; Miss J Alexander; Dr. L.
M. Houghton; Miss M. Forsyth; Mrs. E. Foster.

EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENTS.
From near Bristol: .. I have felt often. I would like to tell you how

many. many times the Gospel Magazine has been blessed to me. It has
been rich spiritual food to my soul, an9 I have thanked God for both that
and the Gospel Standard. These magazines have meant so much to me,
while I have often to listen to error, mixed so terribly with the sweet,
blessed truths of God's Word."

From Cleobury Mortimer: .. What a joy and blessing the Gospel
Magazine brings to my heart. I have just received the issue for
September-October. I am delighted with its Gospel messages. I shall
be glad when it comes out every month."

THE GOSI'EL MAGAZINE F(;ND.

The Trustees of .. The' Gospel Magazine" gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donat.ions to the fund: Miss A. Parkinson. £2;
Ven. R. A. Maynard. 1s. 9d.; an appreciative reader (per Miss M. Ormi,tonJ.
5s.: Sergt. J. Platts. £1: Mrs. J. Platts. £1: Mr'. A. E. Bennett. 10s.: :ltI'.
J. W. Smith, 33.; M.iss M. Forsyth, lOs.; A.P. (per Miss L. Ormi3tonJ.
15s.; Driver N. A. MacMillan, 6s. 6d.; Mrs. Fuller. £1; in memor,' of
Mrs. Pitman (per Miss L. OrmI5ton). lOs.; Bristol (per Miss L. Ormi,ton),
lOs.: Mrs. M. Macdonald. 6s. 6d.

The religion in which there is no mention of hell is not the religion
of john the Baptist, and of our Lord Jesus, and of the Apostles.
Bishop J. e. Ryle.


