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of God."-2 CORI:\THIAXS i. 4.

THE MAN TO WHOM THE LORD LOOKS.'

',' To this man will I 'lolo:lr, even to him that is poor and of a contrite
spirit, and tremblet'h at My word."-IsAIAH IXvi. 2.

THE man to whom the Lord looks, to whom He has regard, whom He
specially notices, is a man who is marked by three characteristics. He is
poor, he is contrite, he trembles at God's word. Concerning such a man
the Lord gives a gracious assurance. He will look towards him. He will
take particular notice of him. He will take pleasure in him. Men of
this character are not numerous. They are not found everywhere. Yel
in the midst of the crowds who occupy the earth such men are to be
found. Through infinite grace they possess the characteristics here
spoken of. The operation of the Holy Ghost upon them has numbered
them amongst the poor, the contrite, the trembling members of God'~

family.

1. Let us think of the man thus described.

(i) He is a poor rrian. Not necessarily poor as to this world's goods.
Otherwise all who are rich would be excluded. Abraham would be
excluded. He" was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold" (Genesis
xiii. 2). Yet he was rich in faith and therefore the object of God\
saving grace. He was a stranger and a pilgrim on the earth, and
.. looked for a city which hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is
God" (Hebrews xi. 10, 13).

There were rich saints in Apostolic times (see I. Timothy vi. 17).
It is possible to be rich and yet .. poor in spirit." The poor man in the
text is no doubt one who is poor in spirit. He is one who has a lowly
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and humble view of himself. He has been convicted by the Holy Ghost
of his sinnership. He has nothing good to say of himself. He knows he
is a poor sinner like the rest of mankind. He kno~s he was shapen in
iniquity and conceived in sin. He fully owns that all have sinned and
he amongst them. He is ready to say, .. God be merciful to me a
sinner. He may be rich, well educated and highly placed, but he is
humbly ready to say, .. I am a poor sinner, and nothing at all, But
Jesus Christ is my all in all." The centurion was ready to say, .. I am
not worthy that Thou shouldest come under my roof" (Matt. viii. 8).
J acob was rich in flocks, but he was constrained to say, .. I am not
worthy of the reast of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which Thou
has't shewed unto Thy servant" (Genesis- xxxii. 10).

The Apostle Paul was a man of great courage and well educated, but
he was poor in spirit and lowly in heart. When he wrote his first letter
to the Corinthian Church he said, .. I am the least of the Apostles, that
am not meet to be called an Apostle ... But by the grace of God I am
what I am" (1. Cor. xv. 9, 10).

When, later on, he wrote his letter to the Ephesian sairits, he said,
.. Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given"
(Ephes. iii. 8). He felt he was not only less than all saints, but less
than the least of saints.

Later on still, when he wrote his first letter to Timothy he called
himself" the chief of sinners" (1. Tim. i. 15).

It is to a' man poor in spirit that the Lord looks. He is the object of
divine notice and regard. 0 how we need to pray that, God may
graciously deliver us from all high notions of ourselves, and enable us
sincerely, really and always to walk humbly with our God. .. Who
makest thee to differ one from another? and what hast thou that thou
didst not receive? Now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as
if thou hadst not received it?" (1. Cor. iv: 7).

(ii) The man to whom the Lord looks is .. of a contrite spirit." He
is a man who is broken-hearted on account of his sinfulness. It is an
intense grief to him to have to say, .. I know that in me (that is, in my
flesh) dwelleth no good thing." Though he is born again of the Holy
Ghost and delights in the'law of God after the inward man, yet he still
has a carnal mind which is always enmity against God, a mind not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can it be subject. The flesh
within him always lusteth against the spirit. His evil nature therefore is
always in antagonism against God. It is always in rebellion against .'
God. That nature is a nature in the Christian. It is his flesh, his evil
nature. Thus he is always obliged to say, .. So then with the mind I
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myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin." True,
the believer is always to aim at /lot sinning, but how can anyone who
follows the teaching of Scripture ever say that he at any time ;s
completely victorious over sin? By divine grace he is enabled in a
measurable degree to stand against the flesh, to stand against the wiles of
the devil, and to overcome the world, but if he says at any time that he
is without sin he deceives himself and the truth is not in him. (See Rom.
vii. 18, 22-25, viii. 7; Gal. v. 16; I. John ii. 1, i. 8; Ephes. vi. 11;
Gal. vi. 16; I. John v. 4.)

Thus as long as he lives he is more or less contrite in heart, broken
hearted because sin always dwelleth in him. Thoughts of a sinful
character continually rise up in his mind, and are often cherished.
Through divine grace he is enabled to walk near to- his God, but the
more fully he does so, the more he is grieved. that when he would do
good evil is present with him (Rom. vii. 21). Daily therefore he is
constrained to say to his heavenly Father, .. Forgive me my trespasses,"
being always more or less" of a contrite spirit." What an infinite mercy
it is that to such a man God looks. For such a man He has a tender
regard. To such a man He extends His pardoning mercy. He is
faithful and just to forgive him. 0 the mercy, dear children of God,
that our God is so good that He is .. ready to forgive, and plenteous in
mercy unto all them that call upon Him" (Psalm lxxxvi. 5).

(iii) The man t,o whom God looks trembles at His word. That word
is full of tcaching about sin, penalty and salvation, and this man trembles
at all the teaching of God's word. He trembles at its leaching about sin.
A remarkable illustration of this is given in the book of Ezra. The
people of Israel who had returned from the captivity were doing accord
ing to the abominations of the heathen nations that dwelt in the land.
Notwithstanding God's commandment forbidding them to intermarry
with the idolatrous nations around them, .. they had taken of their
daughters for themselves, and for their sons; so that the holy seed had
mingled themselves with the people of those lands: yea the hand of the
princes and rulers had been chief in this trespass." Ezra was greatly
grieved at this sin of having fellowship with the ungodly. He was
ashamed and blushed to lift up his face to God because of this trespass.
He felt the enormity of the sin of which many were guilty. Others felt
it too, and" then were assembled unto Ezra everyone that trembleth at
the w.ords of the 'Go'd of Israel, because of the transgression of those that
had been carried away" (Ezra ix. 2-6).

Sin is the transgression of God's law, and Ezra and a godly remnant
trembled at the teaching of God's word about sin. How many there are
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to-day who think lightly about sin. Idolatry, irreverence for God' 3

name, sabbath desecration, disobedience to parents, murder, adultery,
theft, false witness and covetousness-in fact all the sins against the holy
law of God are thought lightly of. The idolatry of the Mass, breaches
of the sanctity of the Lord's day and all the transgressions of the
Oecalogue are indulged in without shame. Crime, immorality and many
other sins are on the increase, and England is fast lapsing into heathen
ism, and yet how few tremble at God's revelation of the enormity of sin.

How little, too, is there trembling at God's word which reveals the
awful penalty of sin. which awaits the finally impenitent. We read of
.. eternal punishment," .. eternal fire," .. outer darkness," weeping and
gnashing of teeth" and" the lake which burneth with fire and brim
stone." But the world at large has nO' fear of God before its eyes, and
is utterly indifferent to the solemn words which declare that" the wicked
shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God."

The man to whom the Lord looks, however, trembles at God's word
about sin and its penalty. He also trembles at God's word about
eternal salvation. He shuns the ways of the world who think they can
be saved by their own merits, and he calls to mind that it is .. not by
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saves us." Hence he trusts only in the blood and righteousness of
Christ, and rejoices in the assurance that by God's grace he is saved,
through faith which is the gift of Gop.

But leaving the world at large, what about the true people of God?
Is there no room for them to be more poor in spirit, contrite in heart
and amongst those who tremble at God's word? 0 do not we' all need
more and more to humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God? Do
we not all need to be broken in heart becal)se of many failures to walk
worthily of the vocation wherewith we are called? Is there not much
cherished sin in our lives? In this solemn time in the history of the world
is there not a loud call to all the people of God to come out and be
more separate from evil? Do we not need more fully to go forth unto
Him without the camp, hearing His reproach? By all means let us be
jealous for the truth, but let us also by divine grace walk as those who
are pilgrims to the heavenly Jerusalem. 0 how much there is of
compromise and fellowship with evil, even amongst the Lord's people.
God has been and is judging our nation, and is He not judging His true
people too? 0 that we all may be enabled to walk more fully in 'the
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost

2. Now let us thinlr of what Cod saJis about this man.
.. To this man will I look," He says. 0 what condescension is here.

What a mercy if He looks at us. Why will He look at this man? He
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will look at him to save him. .. He is nigh unto them that are of a
broken heart, and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit" (Psalm xxxiv.
18). He draws near to this man and displays His saving power towards
him. .. A broken and a contrite heart, 0 God, Thou wilt not despise"
(Psalm li. 17). No indeed. He will not despise such a one. Instead
of that we read, .. The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear Him, in
those that hope in His mercy" (Psalm cxlvii. 11). Then He will
revive such a man. Just listen to His word about the humble, lowly and
contrite in heart. .. Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity, Whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with
him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones" (Isaiah lvii. 15).

Here is another comforting truth. If He looks at His people He uses
His eyes, and what does one of the prophets say about His eyes. Listen!
.. The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to
shew Himself strong in the behalf (If them whose heart is perfect toward
Him" (11. Chron. xvi. 9). Here is divine strength promised to this
man, and to all who have his characteristics.

Are we who write and we who read these pages like this man? Are
we poor and of a contrite spirit, and do we tremble at His word? If so,
then the Lord will look at us. He will take notice of us. He will take
pleasure in us. He will never leave nor forsake us.

THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).
SCo/re Ferry, King's Lynn, Nor/ollr.

HATLESS WOMEN.

WE recogmse the great difference there is between the brazen-faced
daring of some females and the thoughtlessnes,? of others, but it is
certainly a serious matter when the plain teaching of God's Word is
violated by women appearing in a place of worship without hats. The
apostle devotes almost a whole chapter to the subject (1. Cor. xi.),
where he declares the" shame" of a woman having shorn hair, and the
.. dishonour" of one entering a place of worship with uncovered head.
We sincereiy trust that our people will carefully comply with the rules
of Scripture and modesty, and thus silently condemn the disgraceful
behaviour and ridiculous fashions of the modern female. .. Holiness
becometh Thy House, 0 Lord, for ever."-From The G.ospel
Standard, September, 1946.'
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THE LORD OF THE HARVEST.

" Then saith He unl.!) His disciples, The harvest fruly is plenteous, but
the labourers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord 01 the harvest,
that He will send forth labourers into His harv:est."

-MATTHEW ix. 37, 38.

THE harvest of this year has been much in the public mind. The

comparative scarcity of food in the world at large caused the government

to be anxious that the harvest for this year should be specially abundant.

The word "harvest,': however, is used in Scripture of natural harvests

and of spiritual harvests. Concerning a spiritual harvest our Lord spake

in these verses. He saw the multitude of human beings about Him, and

was moved with compassion towards them. They were scattered abroad

as sheep, having no shepherd. They were destitute for the most part of

spiritual shepherds, shepherds who could feed them with the green

pastures of God's word, shepherds who would make known to them the

pure gospel of God's grace. The presence of these multitudes probably

suggested the unnumbered millions who would people the earth to the

end of time, who would be sitting in spiritual darkness and the shadow of

death, and His heart of compassion went out to them. He fully realised

that the ultimate spiritual harvest would be plenteous and innumerable,

but that labourers amongst them were, and would be few. Hence He

said to His disciples, " Pray ye the Lord of the harvest, that He would

send forth labourers into' His harvest." "The Lord of the harvest" is

the divine Being to Whom the Lord Jesus 'bids His people to pray.

When they pray they are bidden to pray to their Father Who is in

heaven. He describes God's Own elect as crying day and night unto

Him. Paul says, .. I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ" (Ephes. iii. 14). He it is Who blesses His people with all

spiritual blessings, and Who i, able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think. (See Ephes. i. 3; iii. 20). To Him Christ
bids His disciples to pray that He would send forth labourers into' His
harvest. He it is Whom Christ calls .. the Lord of the harvest." This
title appertains to Him both in regard to the natural harvest and in regard
to the spiritual harvest. Let us seek to unfold some of the teaching
suggested by this title.
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1. First, Cod is the Lord of all natural harv'esls.

He is the One Who possesses supreme power in regard to natural
harvests. He is Lord and Master in regard to such harvests. They are
wholly under His control. He it is Who " giveth rain from heaven, and
fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness" (Acts xiv.
17). Speaking to Israel He said, " If ye walk in My statutes, and keep
My commandments and do them; then I will give you rain in due season,
and the land shall yield her increase, and the trees of the field shall yield
their truit ... and ye shall eat your bread to th~ full, and dwell in your
land safely" (Lev. xxvi. 3-5).

Harves,ls are the result ,of His covenant promise.

For a whole year there was no harvest anywhere. The universal
flood which He brought on the world of the ungodly prevented a harvest.
But when the flood was over, although man still remained a sinner, God
said, "While the heart remaineth, seedtime and harvest . . . shall not
cease" (Genesis viii. 22). Thus as a result of the divine purpose and
promise natural harvests have come and do -come regularly, and the words
of the psalmist are true-" He giveth food to all flesh, for His mercy
endureth for ever" (Psalm cxxxvi. 25). "Thou givest them their
meat in due season. Thou openest Thine hand, and satisfiest the desire
of every living thing" (Psalm cxlv. 15, 16).

But though no year passes without a large harvest somewhere, God
sends famine in some localities. Governments and farmers may make
elaborate plans to secure good harvests in special times of need, but
unless God favours their efforts, the harvests will not be as good as was
expected and hoped for. This year God's weather has greatly hindered
the harvest from being a really good one. Why, however, is this the
case? God Himself gives the answer and we do well to lay to heart the
answer He gives. He says, "When the land sinneth against Me by
trespassing grievously, then will I stretch out Mine hand upon it, and
will break the staff of the bread ther:eof, and will send famine upon it,
and I will cut off man and beast from it" (Ezekiel xiv. 13). War,
famine and pestilence are divine judgments upon nations for their sins
(see Ezekiel xiv. 21). Why did God send the recent great and
prolonged war? Because of the sins of the nations. Famine and
pestilence often result from war. "Great famine was throughout the
land" in the time of Ahab, the idolatrous king of Israel. Ahab blamed
Elijah the prophet for the famine. He had no consciousness of his own
great sin against the Lord, but Elijah said, " I have not troubled Israel;
but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the command-
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ments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim." Under Ahab's
influence the nation (7,000 excepted) had become worshippers of Baal,

The great war came to an end, but our national sins did not cease.
and God sent a famine in judgment.

No humbling ourselves before God, and no repentance for our sins have
been manifested. Instead, immorality, divorces, robberies and sabbath
desecration abound. Cinemas are being increasingly opened on the
Lord's day. Places of worship are largely empty, and Sunday buses
have been running to sea-side reso.rts on many Lord's days during the
present summer. Moreover, error and apostasy, pomp and vanity and
worldliness abound in the churches and chapels. The nation is largely
becoming heathen. The cry goes forth, .. Shall I not visit for these
things? saith the Lord: shall not My soul be avenged on such a nation
as this?" .. Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the Lord
our God, that giveth rain, both the former and the latter, in his season:
He reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest. Your iniquities
have turned away these things, and :\).our sins have withholden good
things from :\)ou" (Jeremiah v. 24, 25, 29). God, dear reader, has a
controversy with us. Our iniquities in the churches and in the nation
abound, and we need to humble ourselves under the mighty
hand of God. 0 that there were national and ecclesiastical repentance!
o that we who are true believers considered our ways and abandoned
everything in our walk and conversation contrary to the holy mind and
will of our God. .. Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to
the Lord. Let us lift up our hearts with our hands unto God in the
heavens" _(Lamentations iii. 40, 41).

God is still the Lord of natural harvests, and mercifully He does not
deal with -us according to our sins, nor reward us according to our
iniquities. But, if we go on in our sins, worse things may yet come upon
us. We are not out of the wood by any means. The Peace Conference
seems a contradiction in terms. How can we expect God's smile and
blessing if we deny the truth of His word, foster Romish error and
superstition, and pomp, reject the old truths of the Gospel of His grace,
and'manifest that we are" lovers of worldly pleasures more than lovers
of God" (11. Timothy iii. 4)?

2. Secondly, let us notice that Cod is the Lord of the spiritual
harvest.

He possesses supreme power in regard to the spiritual harvest. He
controls the work in connection viith this harvest. F ram everlasting He
has arranged and purposed to bring it about. The redeeming,



The Gospel Magazine 169

regenerating, calling and justifying work necessary to bring about. the
great spiritual harvest are all His doing. He is the supreme Lord of this
harvest.

(i) This hmwst is plenteous ill charae/er.

Although to our view few enter the narrow way that issues in a
plenteous harvest, those who are ultimately to be gathered will be a great
multitude which no man can number. "I beheld, and, 10, a great
multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, all kindreds, and
people and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; and cried with a loud
voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb." All these will have come out of great tribulation, they
will have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb. "Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve Him
day and night in His temple." No more shall they hunger or thirst. No
more shall suffering of any kind be their portion. "God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes" (Rev. vii. 9, 10, 14-17).

(ii) The labourers in this harvest are feID.

They a}way~ have been few. Many who profess to be labourers have
not been sent by the Lord of the harvest. True labourers are divinely.
chosen, called and sent. The Apostles did not choose Christ, but He
chose them and ordained them that they should go and bring forth fruit
and that the;r fruit should ab~de. To them He said, "Go ye into all
the world and preach the Gospel unto every creature." .. As My Father
hath sent Me, even so send I you." They were, however, to tarry till
they were endued with power from on high. So Paul was divinely
separated from his mother's womb and called by divine grace to preach
Christ among the heathen, in other words, to be a labourer in God's
harvest. All true labourers in God's harvest are Christ's gift to His
Church. (See Gal. i. 15, 16; Ephes. iv. 7-12). We need to pray
to the Lord of the harvest io send forth divinely called, separated,
and equipped labourers into His harvest. There are those who .. by
good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple" (Rom.
xvi. 18). "Satan himself is transformed into' an angel of light. There
fore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the
ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works"
(11. Cor. xi. 14, 15). In every period of the Church's history there is
need to take heed to our Lord's injunction, .. Beware of false prophets."
.. Grievous wolves" frequently appear .. not sparing the flock" and
speak perverse things .. to draw away disciples after them" (Acts xx.
29, 30).
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3. The g.ood seed in this harvest arc divinely planted.

" He that soweth the good seed is. the Son of Man." "The good
seed are the children of the kingdom." On the other hand, "the tares
are the children of the wicked one; the enemy that sowed them is the
devil." This describes what is going on now before our eyes. The tares
and the wheat are growing together in that field which is called the
world. They constitute the visible ';r the professing Church in which
the evil is mingled with the good, a state of things helped forward by
those who profess to be Christians. The children of the kingdom owe
their spiritual being, to their Lord, though He uses the true labourers
divinely sent forth into God's harvest as His instruments.

4. This spiritual harvest or ingathering takes place at the end of the
age.

The reapers will be the angels. "The Son of Man shall send forth
His angels, and they shall gather out of His kingdom all things that '
offend, and them which do iniquity; and shall cast them into a furnace
of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth."

The tares are gathered and burned in the fire. So the children of the
wicked one shall be cast into a furnace. Awful and solemn fact! On
the other hand, "the children of the kingdom, the righteous shall shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father." Our Lord concludes
with the solemn words, " Who hath ears to hear, let him hear." 0 the
mercy, if, as a result of hearing His teaching, we are amongst the
righteous who will be gathered into heavenly glory. (See Matt. xiii.
37-43). '

There will be no falure in the spiritual harvest. Christ says, .. All
that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh unto
Me I will in no wise cast out " (John vi. 3 7). Take special notice.
These are' Christ's Own words. None that the Father giveth to Him
shall fail to come'to Him, and none who come to Him will be cast out.
They will all, without exception, be garnered in heavenly blessedness.
They all hear His voice and all follow Him and He gives eternal life
to them all and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them
outof His hand (John x. 27-29).

Much of the corn in a natu.ral harvest may be sO' damaged that it is
never gathered into the barn. No storms nor floods can prevent Christ's
sheep from being gathered into the heavenly garner. The fewness of the
labourers will not hinder this spiritual harvest from being gathered. The
Son of Man .. shall send His angels, with a great sound of a trumpet,
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and they shall gather together His elect from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other" (Matt. xxiv. 31).

Ye who are labourers in God's harvest, " be ye steadfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that
your labour is nol in vain in ~he Lord." "He that goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing His sheaves with him."What does the Lord of the harvest say
for the encouragement of the labourers whom He sends forth into His
harve~t to sow the word of God, the Gospel, in the hearts of men? He
says, .. My word shall not return unto Me void, ouCif shall accomplish
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it."
(I. Cor. xv. 58; Psalm cxxvi. 6; Isaiah Iv. 11).

THE EDITOR
Whiting/on Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).

5101,e Ferry, King's Lynn, N orfolle.

EVANGELIZATION ON BIBLE LINES.

MORE letters in reference to the above subject have reached us. A
correspondent in Guernsey writes: "I should like to join your Leicester
correspondent in thanking you for your excellent and timely articles on
• Revival,' printed in the last two issues of the • Gospel Magazine.'
They are excellent because of their scripturalness, and timely because of
the attitude of' so many, even in so-called evangelical circles towards
evangelization.... We are blamed for not u.sing modern evangelistic
methods, such as organising special campaigns, getting noted evangelists,
using solos, quartets, augmented choirs with orchestras, emotional appeals
and threats. We are told that our lack of enthusiasm is causing the
eternal damnation of souls for whom Christ died. We deplore our lack
of love for souls. No right-minded Christian can ever boast of his love
for the perishing. He often chides himself for the hardness of his heart.
But those who are taught in the word of truth take comfort in the fact
that there is One Who is greatly concerned for the safety of those who
are His by virtue of redemption. • Other sheep I have which are not of
this fold: them also I must bring.' • He shall see of the travail of His
soul and shall be satisfied.' Thank God for the undoubted success of
Calvary.... Man is glorified and the teaching of the doctrines of
sovereign grace is becoming very rare.... May we be enabled to hold
fast to the great truths which have been the mainstay of God's people in
the past, and which will be so necessary to them in the troublous days
ahead."

A Sheffield correspondent writes: " I feel I must write you a word of
appreciation for your article on • Evangelization on Bible Lines.' Your
article did cheer me up."
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~ilgrtm ~aptrG.

WELLSPRINGS.

.. And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had lel' the' people go!, that Cod
led them not through the waJ) of the Land .of the Philistmes.
aldwU'gh that Was near; for Cod said, Lest peradventure (he
people repent when theJ) see war, and theJ) return to EgJ)pl."

-EXODUS xiii. 17.

ALTHOUGH THAT WAS NEAR! The circumstances surrounding the
. giving of these few words to the writer shall be briefly told, and, as she

trusts, to His alone praise and glory.

A certain providence had befallen me, and as one amongst the many
trials and thorns which had been o'f late hedging up my way. It was
accompanied by a deep trial of faith and very perplexing outlook. At
last the cloud seemed lifting and deliverance at hand, and what looked
to the writer a very suitable and desirable deliverance in every way.
When, lo! a cloud crossed my path and the desired thing was swept
from me! The mercy of that moment of trial and dismay was that the
soul applied herself at once to the precious Word, and the eye lighted
upon those four words ~ith immediate becalming of spirit and comfort of
soul! The God of all Israel's wilderness journeyings was my God and
He had done this. There could not possibly be any quarrelling with
His perfect will and way which is always" the right way." And He
was mJ) God, the God of all my pilgrimage in the past and up to the
present moment, and had the perfect right to do what He will with His
own, and gi~e His servant strength to wallr in it, when He said This is
the waJ). MJ) way. The way your God and Father appoints for you.
even MJ) way and MJ) will concerning you and for our ultimate good and
My glory. It was a moment of sublime abandonment of the helpless
soul into the hand of an unerring God, and to learn the lesson Israel's
God had wrought in the hearts of His ancient people in not giving them
their way, nor allOWIng them too easy a deliverance from their troubles
and toilsome pilgrimage. He had at last brought them up out of
Egyptian bondage and freed them from the cruel tyranny of Pharaoh.
It was indeed " a night to be much observed unto the Lord for bringing
them out of the land of Egypt," and the ordinance of the passover was
henceforth to be kept. And Moses enjoined the people, "Remember
this daJ) in which ye came out from Egypt, out of the house of bondage."

And let us praise here. my readers, and ask ourselves individually have
not we cause to remember the day of our wonderful spiritual deliverance.
to give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness, for divine holiness is
wrapped up in all the Lord's dealings with His redeemed people, and
in eed need call us to walk very humbly with such a Guide and never



The Gospel Magazine 173

question His wisdom and love Who has a perfect right to do as He
will with His own. His leadings were not the way that Israel would
have chosen nor thought best. After all those years of heavy bondage,
the}} would have chosen the nearest and quickest route into Canaan!
And that is just the argument you and I use, fellow-believer, in our times
of perplexing trials. We are so slow to learn

.. Thy way, not mine, 0 God,
However dark it be."

It wouid seem so compatible with Israel's feelings, weary and worn and
spent as they were, to get out of Egypt and into the land of promise
by the nearest and quickest route. But our God is the God of knowledge
and His knowledge is perfect, and your and my mercy is to-rest in that
.. He knoweth the way that I take," and He has" His way in the
whirlwind and the storm." H~w soon would pride be lifted up and
grace be made a snare, if we had too easy a path and our own way and
that an easier one than that in which our Heavenly Guide can trust us!
We want short cuts Home! In our ignorance we see not the need as
He does of our being .. led about." Our ignorance and folly would
lead us much as the children of Israel proved. They were always ready
with their rebellious murmurings. But they were sinful and short
sighted and saw not what their faithful God sa~. Had they taken that
shorter way they would have repented when they saw war and wished
to have returned to Egypt, which, alas, they later expressed their wish
to do in their rebellion, to the meek Moses, who was ]ehovah's divinely
appointed leader.

Oh! children of God, let us seek grace to· fall into the hands of our·
unerring Guide, in whatever strait or crooked circumstance which His
providence may have placed us. Let us seek grace to

.. Leave to His sovereign sway To choose and to command;
With wonder lilled, thou then shalt own, How wise, how strong

His hand." .

May our circumcised ears be open to hear His word, .. This is the way,
walk ye in it." The· way of our God and not ours; the right way in
which His children shall in the sanctified" afterward" prove how His
infinite wisdom outruled our folly and ignorance, His love in overtaking
and preventing what may have been calamity and disappointment, and
giving us deliverance and rest in His right time and way.

Beloved reader, let us seek grace to turn to the Lord and His infallible
word at all times of stress, strain, emergency and trouble, and to remem
ber the years of the right hand of the Most High, recorded therein in
the deliverances and aid given to all His people in all ages, Who has
never failed one of them, Who has words in season laid up for their
times of need, and Who is the unchangeable Goo and Guide, Friend
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and Deliverer even unto death. Thus let us commit ourselves and all
into His Covenant Hands, to choose our path and order om steps and
not allow us to take our own way, although that was near. His children
will always find in the end that God's time and way are perfect and
how truly blessed are all they that wait for Him. His grace--exercised
people are taught to judge not their God's love by His providences.
His promises are often 'fulfilled in their grateful experience under dark
clouds and heavy trials, and it is then that they find Him in all His
tender compassions, a God near at hand and .. ready to save me," as
one of old said. .. He puts a new song of praise in our mouths" to our
long-suffering, succouring and delivering God, Whose wisdom and know
ledge are perfect even when He sees fit to deny us what to our short
sightedness seemed best, but which would have proved the very opposite,
although dwt Was near.

.. Blind unbelief is sure to err, and scan His w~rk in vain;
God is His Own Interpreter and He will make it plain."

R.

THAT ROCK WAS CHRIST.

Our father Abraham beheld the day

Of Jesus Christ. Isaiah saw the rays

Of Christ's full glory fill the temple courts.

'Twas Christ the men of Israel tempted sore

Within the wilderness, while Moses felt

That greater riches was the Christ's reproach

Than all Egyptian wealth. Christ then announced

Himself to Moses as the great I Am.

The Christ delivered Israel from the bonds

Of Pharaoh. Ho~eb's mount with glory shone

At Christ's appearance. Christ it was Who led

His people through the howling wilderness,

Who dwelt within the temple, Who was robed

In human flesh in fulness of the time.

He is the God-Man born of virgin pure.

He is the Prince ofPeace, the Mighty God,

The Everlasting Father of His own.

- T. PITTAWAY.
Rodden Red'Or:y,

Frome.
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~ermon1) anlJ ~ott5 of ~ermon1).

THE TIME OF REAPING.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. ]. ORMISTON, AT

ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" Let us 1701 be weary in well-doing: for in due season we shall reap, if
We faint not."-GALATIANS vi. 9.

THIS short passage of God's word contains lessons of warning for God's
believing people, lessons of admonition. Nor this only, but incitements to
perseverance in pursuing the COl.\rse of life and testimony and servic·e
which the Lord has been pleased to point out. And as I get on in a
knowledge of the Lord's ways for myself I can say I see more clearly
His hand in marking out the paths of His people. At times perhaps it
is given to God's people to realise this truth more than at other
times. Well, I can only say I can go through deep waters, very deep,
very dark waters, to realise this truth even more and more, to see His
giving hand, and His depriving hand, His operating, controlling,
sovereign hand in operation for one's own self, as it were. And we
need, dear fellow-believers, seek this blessing for ourselves individually.
Should it not be the desire of our hearts to see God's hand as we, I
suppose-some of us-have already seen Him in the Sanctuary ? For
if we want to see the ways of God we must needs enter into the
Sanctuary of His Presence: God does not teach His people from afar,
but He brings them nigh unto Himself when He wills to whisper,
perhaps, deeper and more important truths into their hearts. Do not be
afraid when God is drawing nigh unto you and drawing you to Himself
although it may be, as I say, by paths of difficulty and distress. He
means your good. He has but one purpose in His heart. Having loved
His Own in Christ Jesus from the days of eternity, He fully purposes to
love them still-always, always. So that whatever His dealings with
us either in Providence or in Grace, we who know through mercy
what salvaticn in Christ means may be perfectly confident that He is
bringing us by the right path. "He led them forth by the right way,
that they might go to a city of habitation," and each day of our pilgrim
age, children cf God, is a little further contribution in fulfilment of that
scripture. Why should we shrink, why draw back, from felt strokes of
His rod when we remember that love wields that rod? A Father's·
heart wields the hand that holds it. We may be perfectly assured that
the rod is rightly poised for us, to one after this sort, to another after that
sort. The thing is to get grace that the ear may be attuned to the same
note as the rod speaks. What I want is that the ear of my soul should
be attuned to the voice of the rod, that the ear of hearing should be
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attuned to the voice .of God when He speaks by means of the rod, and
I think when we get that we shall get perfection, because in that case
there must needs be acquiescence of soul resultant upon if. Meanwhile
faith, like patience, must have her perfect work; when we cannot under
~tand, cannot comprehend absolutely what the note is the rod speaks, let
us trust the Speaker, let us trust the rod of the Speaker, for He
speaks in love, and whenever we get that note, that mysterious note,
we shall find it to spell out the word " Love," either in this world or in
that which is to come, for " that which I do thou knowest not now; but
thou shalt know hereafter." We are expecting to know even as we are
known. What a knowledge will that be-to know as one is known!
To know.God as God knows me! This is the eternity of bliss in reserve
for every believer, through grace, in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now these' things are written in our text for our learning, "that we
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have the hope "
the definite article is there. Not merely that we may have hope but have
the right hope-the hope. "Let us n.!)t be weary." I gather from this
admonition, beloved in Christ, that there is some danger of God's people
getting weary-" weary in well-doing" even. Have you felt weary in the
Lord's work? Have you never grown weary in obeying His will? Have
you never grown weary· in public worship when you, with others. professed
to be drawing very near to the Throne of His Majesty? Have you never
grown weary when in private the knee has bowed at evening or morning
prayer? Have you never grown weary when you have been professedly
reading these Holy Scriptures, alone, and closed the Book a little too
soon for sheer weariness and want of immediate interest in the holy
truth that the Lord has laid before your eyes ? We who are God's
people shall confess, I think, that we very often grow weary in well-doing.
We shall confess it feelingly, we shall confess it penitently, we shall
confess it with shame of face, for it is to our shame and to our confusion,
children of God, that we should for a moment grow weary in serving the
Lord. Consider what He has done for you. Consider what the Father
did when He took His beloved Son out of His bosom and sent Him into
this fallen, accursed world of ours, " the Man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief," to be that blessed Surety, the Substitute sufficient unto
eternal salvation for sinners otherwise eternally lost. Think of these
things. Think too of what Jesus Himself has done for you. Oh, did
you ever take a quiet half-hour to think upon that? Do, and do it often.
Nothing IS so humbling as the thought, Jesus loved me. Nothing is so
wonderful as the thought, He gave Himself for me. The contemplation
of these two wonders quickens, dear friends, adoration, the spirit of
worship in the heart, and draws the affected soul still more near to the
Redeemer's feet. Think too of the blessed Spirit. Oh, think of His
grace when He first began to deal with us, dead in sins. Oh. what a
work He undertook. Nothing but the almighty power of God's grace
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could raise sinners who by nature were dead in SIl1S and put them in
realised union with the risen Christ of God. Think too of His patience.
I often think how He bears with me. I think how wonderful His loving
compassion is tha He should deal with so slow a learner as am 1. We
were at our Bible Class last Monday evening considering the passage,
.. Precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon
line "-so the Lord the Spirit is pleased to deal with the hearts, the poor
cold, slow hearts with which He does deal. But He always carries the
point. He always in due time infixes the lesson, indelibly writes it on
the conscience, not merely upJn the memory, so that the very words of
the lesson of truth remain indelibly there. .. Who teacheth like Him? "
So I say let us honour the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost in the
wonders of Their grace, in the greatness of Their goodness.

But there is a danger of growing weary, hence this ~dmonition, for
there is not one wasted expression in the Bible, there is not one unneces
sary admonition or warning written between the covers of the blessed
Book of God. I say we need the admonition, .. Let us not be weary in
well-doing." Let us often put up the Psalmist's prayer, .. Quicken me,
o Lord, according to Thy Word." Keep me vigilant. Our disposition
is to slumber even in Gethsemane-as did Peter and J ames and John
fall asleep. Three times Jesus came unto these slumbering watchers and
He asked them pointedly the question how the thing was possible.
.. Could ye not watch with Me one hour? " Were the husbandman to
grow weary of sowing his seed in the "pring, where were his harvest in
the autumn? The principle is exact whether we try it in the kingdom of
nature or in the realm of grace. The harvest, the increase, is dependeilt
upon vitality in tne sower, in the seed he sows, and his trust in God.
.. The husbandman hath long patience," says J ames. He sows his seed, ,
he covers it over, he does not expect harvest yet. He leaves to the God
of Providence the labours of his hands in the consciousness that he cannot
cause to vegetate a single grain that has been scattered, that increase and
the giving of increase belong to God. So spiritually, Paul may plant and
Apollos may water, the principle remains-only God can give the
increase, of which much has b.een seen. Oh, for patience in waiting
God's time. Whatever it may be in which you are occupied, children of
God, of sowing or service, just remember .. the. husbandman hath long
patience." Little children sometimes sow seeds in their little plots and I
have noticed how hurried they are in their expectation of results, how
sometimes they dig up the seeds to see if they are vegetating. Now may
God just keep us from putting our hand to the work that is properly His.
He that now goeth forth bearing precious seed, weepingly, shall doubt
less come again with' joy. But see to it that the seed is .. precious seed."
See to it that you get it from the heavenly Husbandman, see that it
comes from the right garner, from these blessed Scriptures of eternal
truth, and then you need not fear about increase. Sow in faith nothing
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doubting. Sow with a liberal hand. In the morning sow thy seed; In

the evening withhold not thy hand; for thou knowest not whether shall
prosper either the morning's sowing, or the evening's sowing, or whether
they shall not be both alike good. The Lord can bless them both. And
so I say to His d,ear people, see your hand is well filled, see your hearts
are well attuned,' and that you begin and continue in a spirit of prayer
and of faith. See to it that the seed you scatter is divine. Remember
the promise is afforded you all the day long, " in due season." The
Lord Jesus taught His disciples in the days of His flesh, and more
particularly after His resurrection from the dead, that the Father reserves
seasons in His Own hand. And that statement affects not merely crises
in his dispensation-probably there was a primary reference to that and
to the nature of the kingdom which Christ came from the Father's bosom
to establish among us-but equally is it true in its application to all the
promises God has spoken and on which He has caused His people to
hope. He has reserved the seasons of fulfilment and they are in His
Own keeping. "In due season," that means in God's time. There are
many services of love which the Lord's saints render to one another for
their Master's sake that never get any pronounced recognition here on
earth, but I think we shall all be satisfied, children of God, if through
grace we have been of any use at all down here, when He just gives us
one of His divine approving smiles when we first meet Him. That
will suffice me-just one smile of recognition as I wake up in His likeness.
But in many cases the Lord Jesus gives tokens of His approval even here
below. I cannot help thinking of that dear woman who rendered Him
a little service of love in the days of His humiliation, and whose
affectionate service was decried by some of the Lord's disciples, and He .
said, Let her alone. The thing that this woman hath done shall be told
for a memorial of her throughout the world. And it has been for
eighteen hundred years-the matter of that simple service of love, because
of its exemplary character-on the record of His Word. How true He
is in keeping His promises. I say there are some of the services of love
which the saints render for Christ's sake one to another which though they
do not get a recognition in the truest sense of that expression in this world.
in due season they shall reap if they faint not.

May the Lord give us grace to be watchful and to occupy till He
come.

A BAD HARVEST FOR GOD FORGETTERS.

" BECAUSE thou hast forgotten the God' of thy salvation, and hast not
been mindful of the Rock of thy strength, therefore shalt thou plant
pleasant plants, and shalt set it with strang~ slips: in the day shalt thou
make thy plant to grow, and in the morning shalt thou make thy seed to
flourish: but the harvest shall be a heap in the day of grief and of
desperate sorrow" (Isaiah xvii. I 0, I I).
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A LITTLE MAID
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MARY was a little Yorkshire girl, living with her father and mother and
her brother John in a lonely cottage on the moor. There had been seven
children, but death had been busy among them, and Mary and John
were left. Neither the father nor mother nor Mary nor John could read
or write; they never went to church or chapel. and were very ignorant
and dark. Money was scarce; and when Mary was about twelve or
thirteen she was sen-t away to York to be a servant.

Mary must have felt it very strange, living in a town and obliged to
do housework, after her wild, free life upon the moor; but" God meant
it unto good" for the little girl, as you will see. Her mistress was 3.

good Christian lady; she was sorry for the child's ignorance, and she
taught her about God, making her learn to read so that she could seek
Him for herself in the Bible.

But Mary fell ill; she began to cough, and she grew thin and weak,
so that at last her mistress had to send her home. She gave her little
servant a Bible for her own, advising her to read it constantly, always
praying first in these words: .. 0 God, for Jesus Christ's sake, give me
Thy Holy Spirit to teach me about the Saviour."

So Mary came home to the little cottage on the moor, and astonished
her family with her new-found learning. But she faded quickly, and
before six weeks were over everybody could see that she must die. Mary
had no Christian friend, but all those six weeks as she lay in bed she
eagerly read in her Bible, never forgetting the prayer that her mistress
had taught her. And the Lord heard her cry, and gave her His Holy
Spirit to lead her to Jesus. She knew that her time was short, and
feeling no fears or regrets about herself, she yet longed that someone
could teach her parents and her brother, whom she loved so dearly.

One day she heard from a neighbour of a little meeting, held once
a fortnight in a cottage about two miles away, by the curate of the large,
scattered parish. Something made her feel that he could help her. She
began to urge her mother to send for this clergyman. The church was
a long way off, quite five miles, and the woman hesitated to ask him to
come such a distance; but at last, when the doctor said that her little girl
could hardly last another day, she borrowed a pony and sent John off,
telling him to let the minister ride the pony back.

It was a wild, dark night, and the curate had just come in tired out,
looking forward to a meal and a quiet evening, when the young messenger
arrived. He saw at once that the appeal was an urgent one, and having
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made John drink a cup of tea with him. he saddled his own horse. and
the two set off. The weather was so stormy, and the going so difficult.
that conversation was very broken; but the curate gathered that it was
a very unenlightened home that he was going to, and he prayed much
that he might be given the right words to say.

The cottage was reached at last. In the outer room the man sat
crouching over the fi re, smoking; he took no notice at all of the clergy
man. But the mother came out of the inner room with a warm welcome,
apologising for sending for him on such a night. She led him to her
daughter's bedside. and left them alone. The room was dimly lit by
a candle, but the curate could see Mary' s grateful smile. and as it faded
he was struck by the look of quiet rest and peace on the thin little face.
Surely. he felt, this little girl must know Jesus. And so it was. As they
talked. Mary told him simply that Jesus was her Saviour. that He was
with her now. and -that she knew He had a home ready for her in
heaven. She had at first been very sad and anxious, she said. for she
was burdened with a sense of sin; but she had cried out for help and
comfort, and the Lord had heard her cry. She read of the love of the
Lord Jesus, and she believed that it was for her that He had died upon
the cross. And after that, she said, it seemed as if Jesus had been
carrying her in His arms, and had satisfied her with His love.

.. Who taught you all this? .. said the minister gently. Such a look
of joy came into the little face as she answered, .. God taught me. and
the Holy Ghost teaches me still!" She stretched out her hand feebly,
and the curate, following her movement. helped her to lift her Bible.
She told him of her mistress's gift. and of her kindness in teaching her to
read. And now she had only one care; she loved her father and mother
-they had had much sorrow. and she was afraid they would think hard
thoughts of God when she too was taken. .. Oh sir! .. said Mary,
.. will you be kind to them when I'm gone. and teach them the way to
heaven?" The curate was greatly stirred; be promised to do all he
could. and kneeling down beside her he prayed for the little girl and her

. dearly-loved family. Mary was greatly relieved and comforted; and the
minister went away, full of praise to God for His wonderful work.

In the afternoon of the next day, the clergyman again made his way
to the moorland village. But Mary was gone! Just before he got
there her spirit had gently passed away.

There is much more of this delightful story; but I can only tell you
that first John, then the mother, and at last the father, were all brought
into Christ's marvellous light. John was educated; he studied for the
ministry, and went to preach the gospel to the heathen.

How did all this come to pass? In the Providence of God, it was all
due to the first sower, the kind mistress who sowed the seed in the heart
of her little maid. I wonder if she ever knew about the harvest?

DAMARIS.
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THE TIMES THAT WENT OVER HIM.
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THE following is an extract from .. A History of England, by a
Clergyman of the Church Qf England" (published in 1837). The
year was 1789; George Ill., having recovered from his illness, " resolved
that his first appearance in public, should be to return thanks, in the
cathedral of his metropolis, for the mercy which it had pleased God to
vouchsafe to him. As soon, therefore, as his medical advisers thought
him strong enough to bear exposure to the exciting scene, his majesty
ordered it to be notified to both houses of parliament, that he had
appointed April 23rd fQf a day of public thanksgiving to Almighty God,
for the removal of his late illness; ai1d that convenient places would be
provided for their respective members, in St. Pau]'s church, whither he
intended to go in person. Accordingly on that day, the king passed
through the city to St. Pau]' s, accompanied by the queen and the royal
family, and attended .by the two houses of parliament, the great officers
of state, the judges and the foreign ambassadors; whilst unexampled
crowds of people witnessed the procession in reverential silence. As he
entered the church, he was received by PorteQus, bishop of London, and
his clergy; whilst martial music gave evidence that pomp was not
forgotten within the walls of the house of God, But when the king
arrived under the great dome, that music ceased; and in its stead, were
heard the voices of above five thousand children, from the charity schools
of the city, singing the hundredth Psalm. This simple melody, joined to
the spectacle of su.ch a multitude of children, in their neat and quaint
attire, seen gradually raised above each other between the vast pillars
encircling the king, and singing the praises of God, had weiI nigh had
too overpowering an effect upon him. He paused, and said to an
attending prelate, with great emotion, " I now feel that I have been ill."
In a few moments, however, he had sufficiently mastered his feelings, to
proceed into the choir. When he had reached the seat prepared for him,
the humility with which he knelt down, and the fervour with which he
seemed to pour forth his thanksgivings and prayers, as if he no longer
thought of the bystanders, bu.t only of the presence and goodness of God,
made a lasting impression on the minds of those who were near enough to
observe him. That God Whom he thus publicly honoured, has said
.. Them that honour Me, I will honour," and the Lore!. did put it into
the hearts of the king's subjects to· manifest such loyal affection for him,
<~ll1d with such unanimity, as had perhaps never before been paralleled.
l\~ only was the religious ceremonial, at least, of this day of thanks
givil~, willingly and respectfully observed in every town and village of
Great Britain, but the uncommanded expression of the popular joy, by
illuminations extended itself over the whole country; where the twinkling
lights, from many a cottage window bore testimony that their humble
inmates were glad of their good king's recovery."'"
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But it is through evil as well as good report that the servants of God
are led. In 1795 an attempt was made on the king's life. He was on
his way to Westminster when .. a riotous mob beset him with insulting
language, and a bullet passed thrdugh the glass of the state coach .....
and (on the return journey) .. when the horses of the royal carriage were
actually stopped by the rioters, and the cry of • Pull him out' was
heard, that God in Whom the king trusted made these violent men to
quail before a single resolute Irish gentleman of the name of Bedingfield,
who had come into the park provided with a pistol, as for a day of
danger, and drawing it from under his coat, with the declaration that he
would shoot the first man that should lay his hand upon the carriage,
walked by its side till the coming up of the horse-guards had completed
his sovereign's rescue."

.. Through evil report" meant to Paul the declension of the Galatians,
the forsaking of Demas, and many another experience. But it meant
also, as it does with all who are taught of God, the invisible things of the
heart. .. The times that go over them" are evident in changing provi
dences, pleasing it may be and comforting, or trying and strange, but all,
in the hands and wrought by the Spirit of God, to create the multitude
of thoughts within them, the sense of need of help, mercy, forgiveness,
entire guidance and salvation. Such exercises brought Paul to his .. 0
wretched man that I am .. and also to his glad triumph in Christ. Fit
friend he was for Abraham. The times that went over him produced the
conviction that he was .. dust and ashes." Long before this, their times
and the times of their brother George Ill. have converged in endless
peace, and in the presence of the Lord Who led them.

FOLLowER~oN.

:;. In transcribing this, I was struck with the fact that the writers of a
hundred years ago were much more sparing of capital letters than we are
to-day.

AN AUTHENTIC VOLUME.
\VE are possessors of an authentic volume of heavenly truth. It contains
the words as well as the thought of God. It deals with the invisible and
supernatural; past, present, and future; nor does it apologise for so doing.
It makes no attempt to conciliate the wise of this world, nor to allow for
human preJudices; but calmly and with dignity records its facts and
doctrines for the acceptance or rejection of man. It does not pare dO\\ll
the miraculous in order to make it less obvious to reason or more
accordant with probability and the laws of nature. It does not minimise
the infinite and the eternal, in order to render them more credible. The
writers write with authority, and assume the entire accuracy of the words
they use; they profess to be able to disclose secrets which only God can
know, both as to the long past and the far distant future; and the
information which they give us as to these is divine. They certainly
seem to know what they are writing about. They affirm that what they
say is infallible truth.-DR. H. BONAR.
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THE WRATH OF GOD.

(EXTRACT FROM" THE PLIGHT OF MAN AND THE POWER 0F1

GOD," PP. 66-73. By DR. MARTIN LLOYD-]ONES).

BUT perhaps we have tarried too long with the argument at that level.
We have done so in order to show its hollowness and shallowness when
judged in terms of ordinary observation of the facts of life. But we have
something of infinitely greater importance to consider.

.. The wrath of God is revealed from heaven." It is not a matter of
opinion or of argument; it is a fact. It has been revealed. It matters
not at all what men may think or say or decide. In our cleverness, we
make our own gods, or we take out of God everything which is hateful
and repugnant to our natural minds, and fondly imagine that therefore all
is well. What a fool's paradise! How ridiculous and childish it all
is, quite apart from its arrogance! It is not only pure theory which, as
we have seen, cannot produce any facts to justify itself, it is a direct
denial of what has been revealed concerning God. That men who do not
believe in God at all reject the idea of wrath is something to be expected.
What is astonishing is that anyone who believes at all in the category of
revelation, and who accepts what is shown concerning the love of God,
should reject what is shown equally clearly concerning the wrath of God.
The wrath is as vital· and as integral a part of the revelation as the love.
Indeed, that is the very nerve of Paul's argument at this point. It is
because the wrath of God against sin has already been revealed that he
i~; so proud of the Gospel which is the revelation of God's way of
salvation.

But how is this wrath of God revealed? Let us be careful, as we
consider this, to remember that God's wrath must not be thought of in
the way in which we usually think of it as applied to men. It does not
mean impatience or uncontrolled anger. There is nothing arbitrary or
unjust about it. It represents, rather, God's hatred of sin and wrong
doing, the utter antagonism of His holiness to sin, and His righteous
anger against this rebelliou.s power that has entered into the world and
life, and which has wrought such havoc among His creatures.

This wrath has been revealed. How? We can but review thq
answer to that question briefly.

There is, first, what we may call .. general revelation."

It is surely revealed in the realm of Nature itself, where there is clearly
a law which sees to it that any transgression is followed by pain and
suffering. If we ignore certain laws, we have to bear the consequences of
subsequent pain. This can be illustrated in the matter of health. If we
neglect it, we shall suffer. If we deliberately do something to harm it or
endanger it, we shall suffer. We are not free agents in the sense that we
can do anything we like freely or carelessly. If we deny the Giver of
the law, we most certainly cannot dispute the fact of the law.
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But even before we come to actions and their consequences, there is
the fact of conscience. We have a sense of right and wrong and we
know that certain things should not be done. As Paul puts it in the
fifteenth verse of the next chapter: .. Which show the work of the law
written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their
thoughts the meanwhile accusing or else excusing one another." If we
try to explain away our own conscience and to deny its validity, in our
judgment of other people and our censures on their actions, we again
rehabilitate it. For thereby we announce that there is a standard of
judgment and that there is a sense or even a law of right and wrong and
of justice. There is a universal feeling in mankind that wrong should be
punished, and that evil actions should bear their own consequences.

But, turning to the Bible, the revelation is still stronger and more
explicit. The wrath of God is part of the special revelation of the Bible.
And it is to be found in both the Old Testament and the New. It is
clearly the explanation of the state of the world that is offered in
Genesis. Labour and sorrow, and toil and sweat, are the punishment
of sin. and the fact that Nature is .. red in tooth and claw" is attributed
to the same ~ource. Man is condemned to his present mode of life as
the result of his sin against God.

Likewise, the real purpose behind the giving of the Law was to reveal
the holiness of God, His hatred of sin, His determination to punish sin.
The Law was not meant to provide a way of salvation; it was given,
according to Paul, to show .. the exceeding sinfulness of sin," to reveal
what God thought of sin, and what God would do about sin in the case of
all who refused to accept His grace. The Law" shut us up to Christ" ;
it makes us see our desperate need of Him in the light of the condemna
tion of sin.

In precisely the same way, it is central in the message of the prophets.
The prophets did not merely call for reform and indicate the new way in
which the nation should walk. They did not stop at, and 'with, the call
to repentance. Indeed, the very urgency with which they called for
repentance was due to the fact that the" day of the Lord," the day of
judgment, the day of doom was at hand. .. Seek ye the Lord while He
may be found," cries Isaiah; .. It may be ye shall be hid in the day of
the Lord's anger," says Zephaniah. With Malachi, they all saw the
coming of .. the day that shall burn as an oven." The prophets were
not merely ethical teachers; they were sent primarily to call upon Israel
to save herself from the Nemesis to which her sin was inevitably leading.

But right through the history of the children of Israel in the Old
Testament this teaching concerning the wrath of God is constantly being
revealed. All the troubles and tragedies of individuals and of the
nations as a whole are explained in this way. Their forgetfulness of
God· and their departure from Him always leads to trouble. God
punishes their transgressions, sometimes actively, sometimes passively, by
allowing them to follow their own course and to reap the consequences
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of such a policy. The captivity in Babylon was not the result of political
failure and military defeat primarily. It was the direct result of
forsaking God; it was the wrath of God revealing itself against their sin.
And in exactly the same way the events of A.D.70, the sacking of
Jerusalem and the hurling of the Jewish nation from their country, and
the destruction of their temple, are but the literal fulfilling of what they
had been told repeatedly would happen if they failed to repent. The
story of the chosen people is surely a terrifying object lesson of the
doctrine of the wrath of God against sin.

We need but mention the name of John the Baptist to remind ourselves
of the words, .. flee from the wrath to come." As the last of the
prophets, he epitomizes the prophetic message in that burning phrase.
Of the Coming One he says: .. Whose fan is in His hand and He shall
thoroughly purge His floor and will gather the wheat into His garner,
but the chaff He will burn with fire unquenchable."

But the· teaching is equally clear and definite in our Lord's Own
ministry. We can but note a few instances. Think of it in Matthew 7:
.. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast
into the fire." Again:" Depart from Me ye that work iniquity." Or
think of the words He uses when addressing the disciples on the question
of the fear of men: " Fear not them which kill the body but are not able
to kill the soul, but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and
body in hell." And again think of the pictures of the 'judgment in
Matthew 25 and in Luke 13, 23-30, and in His references to the City
of Jerusalem. Also John 3, 36: "The wrath of God abideth on him."

The same is seen clearly in the teaching of the Acts, with its clarion
call, .. save yourselves from this untoward generation," and everywhere
in the teaching of the Epistles. But we must note particularly the
exposition of the revelation of the wrath of God given by St. Paul in
verses 24, 26 and 28 of his first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans.
According to Paul, God punished the sin of those who had rejected Him
and turned away from Him, and who had made their own gods-God
punished the sin of the ancient pagan world and revealed His wrath
against it in the following way: "He gave them up to uncleanliness
through the lust of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies
between themselves." .. He gave them up into vile affections." .. He
gave them over to a reprobate .mind to do those things which are not
convenient." In other words, the actual state of the ancient pagan
world is a demonstration of the wrath of God. God punished sin by
ceasing to restrain it, by allowing it to take its own course and to work
itself out. He gave over the people to a reprobate mind. The more
they denied Him and ignored Him, the more, in a sense, were they
proclaiming His being. We tend to think that the wrath of God must
manifest itself in the form of active punishment, but here we are reminded
that sometimes it reveals itself by just allowing sin to run riot, and, in an
utterly unrestrained way, to show itself in all its foulness. ugliness and
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horror. Surely this is of tremendous significance at the present time. Is
not this the explanation of the present state of the world and of mankind?
We have set up our own ideas of God and our philosophies in the place
of revelation, we have tried to construct a new Jesus, and we have
ordered and lived our lives according to our ideas, not God's. For a
century this apostasy has been proceeding, and men have boasted of the
new world they were going to make. F or a while all seemed well.
Nothing terrible happened, and towards the end of the last century, and
the early years of the present century, the perfect era seemed to have
arrived. But since then we have had the two most terrible wars of
history, and life has deteriorated and degenerated in the way we have
already seen.. What does it all mean? It is but a repetition of what
Paul says :" God has given us over to a reprobate mind." We have
been allowed to reap that which we have sown. It is God's judgment
upon us, not in the sense that He has caused or sent war, but that He
has allowed our sin to work itself olit and to lead to its inevitable
consequences of suffering and pain. The state of the world at the present
hour proclaims loudly " the wrath of God against all ungodliness and
sin." If we deny this truth, therefore, it just means that we claim to
know more about God than did the prophets, the apostles, and even
Christ Himself.

I hesitate to add anything further. I am not at all sure that the
supreme need of the present hour is preaching which will proclaim and
announce " the wrath of God against all ungodliness and sin" without
any argument or appeal. The lessons of the present state of the world
should be enforced,. and we should warn the people that, unless they
repent, worse may yet come to pass. Whatever we may think or say.
as we have seen, the fact of God's wrath against sin is plainly and clearly
revealed in so many different ways. And yet I would add a few words
by way of answer to objections.

There is nothing so arrogant, or so dangerous, as to use the type of
argument which says that we should not believe anything concerning God
which we cannot believe of man. This argument sounds very plausible,
but it conceals two fundamental fallacies. The first is the failure to
understand the meaning of the word " wrath," and to think of it in terms
of sinful human wrath. The second is the failure to realise the holiness
of God and His essential difference from us. .. God is light and in Him
is no darkness at all." We can scarcely conceive of that, and for that
reason any attempt on our part to postulate what mayor may not be true
of God is mere ignorant guesswork. God's justice and righteousness and
holiness demand and insist upon His hatred of sin and all its worb.
Anything else is inconceivable.

But this does not imply for a moment, as so many seem to think, that
God is therefore not a God of love. Indeed, it does the exact opposite.

•
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It is only in the light of God's hatred and abhorrence of sin that we can
really see His love, and appreciate the wonder and the glory of the
Gospel. The measure of His anger against sin is the measure of the love
that is prepared to forgive the sinner and to love him in spite of the sin.
In spite of all the talk and writing about the love of God during the past
century, there has been much less evidence of true appreciation of the love
of God and less readiness to surrender all to it. The idea of love has
been so sentimentalised that it has become little more or better than a
vague general benevolence. The love of God is a holy love. It
expresses itself not by condoning sin or compromising with it; it deals
with it, and yet does so in such a way that the sinner is not destroyed
with his sin, but is delivered from it and its consequences. As our Lord
points out in the parable He spoke to Simon the Pharisee (Luke 7), it
is only as we realise our sinfulness in the sight of God that we can truly
appreciate His love-" to whom much is forgiven the same loveth much."

But, finally, there is no real ground at all for the objection to this
teaching concerning "the wrath of God." For the way of escape is
wide open. There is no need for anyone to remain u~der the wrath of
God. And surely that fact settles the matter. Were there no escape,
the position would be very different. But what can happen to anyone
who deliberately refuses to accept that offer of salvation save to suffer
the consequences of that refusal? And that is the explanation of the
note of urgency in the preaching of Paul and the other Apostles, and of
all the greatest preachers ever since. That is why the Gospel is good
news. The wrath ~f God is already revealed. But now the way to
escape that wrath is also revealed in the Gospel of Christ. To argue
about, and to object to the wrath, and in the meantime to ignore the
announcement concerning the love and the grace, is not only the height
of folly, it is also to condemn oneself to needless suffering and punish
ment; and at the same time it robs us of every excuse and plea.

[N .B.-Though not endorsing every expression in this extract, we
feel that its main teaching is very valuable.-Editor.]

GIVING GOD THANKS.

A FARMER, invited out, asked a blessing at the table as he was
accustomed to do at his own home. His host said rather jeeringly,
" That is' old-fashioned; it is not customary nowadays for well-educated
people to pray at the table." The farmer answered that with him it was
customary, but that some of their" household" never prayed over their
food. "They are sensible and enlightened," said the host; .. who are
they?" The farmer answered, .. They are my pigs."- The English
Churchman.
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~rott6'tant JJ5eatOn.

REFORMATION TEACHING ON FREE-WILL.

I.-CHURCH OF ENGLAND TEACHING.

THE Thirty-Nine Articles are found at the end of the Prayer Book.
Article X. is headed Ot Free-Will. It states, " The conditions of man
after the fall of Adam is such that he cannot turn and prepare himself,
by his own natural strength and good works, to faith, and calling upon
God: wherefore We have no power to do good works pleasant and
acceptable to God, without the grace of God by Christ preventing us,
that we may have a good' will, and working with us, when we have that
good will."

11.-THE TEACHING OF THE WESTMINSTER CONFES -ION

OF FAITH.

This Confession was approved in the year 1647. Chapter IX. is
headed Ot Free-Will. It is divided into five sections. These are as
follows :-

1. "God hath endued the will of man with that natural liberty, that It
is neither forced, nor by any absolute necessity of nature determined, to
do good or evil."

2. "Man, in his state of innocency, had freedom and power to will
and to do that which is good and well-pleasing to God; but yet mutably,
so that he might fall from it."

3. "Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability
of ,will to any spiritual good accompanying salvation; so as a natural
man, being altogether averse from that good, and dead in sin, is not able,
by his own strength, to convert himself, or to prepare himself thereunto."

4. ." When God converts a sinner, and translates him into the state
of grace, He freeth him from his natural bondage under sin, and by His
grace alone enables him freely to will and do that which is spiritually
good; yet so as that, by reason of his remaining corruption, he doth not
perfectly nor on-Iy will that which is good, but doth also will that which
is evil."

5. " The will of man is made perfectly and immutably free to do
good alone in the state of glory only."
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JAZER. By Joseph Irons. Pp. 136. Price about 2/- (Grove Chapel,
Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5).

THIS book was issued in January, 1822, by Pastor Joseph Irons,
Minister of Grave Chapel, Camberwell, London, 1819-1852. Two
pages are occupied with a brief account of the author. There is a warm
recommendation of the book by the well-known Rev. Or. Robert
Hawker of Charles Church, Plymouth. The book is addressed to
young Christians with a view to rendering spiritual assistance to the weak
in faith. It consists of twenty alfectionate letters addressed to young
Christians under fictitious names. All these letters treat of the great
docrines of the Bible. Amongst the subjects treated are the Trinity,
Divine Sovereignty, Election, the Covenant of Grace, Atonement,
Justification, Sanctification, Divine Calling, Faith, Repentance, Prayer,
etc., etc. Baptism and the Lord's SUppeI are also dealt with. As the
author believed in infant Baptism, people who are Baptists would not
agree with him on that subject; but all who value the doctrines of grace
would value all the other letters.. Though written in alfectionate terms
to young Christians, they are quite suitable for elder Christians. In fact,
the letters are mainly suited for young Christians who are fully familiar
with the doctrines of grace. Many younger Christians would really
require letters in simpler form to meet their needs, letters, too, with more
detailed explanations of the doctrines dealt with. All who value the
great doctrines of grace, now largely rejected more or less, will value
this volume. The price is not mentioned on its covers, but we think it is
likely to be about two shillings.

PASSION WEEK RETOLD. By John Anderson, M.D. Pp. 54.
Price 2/6, post free, from Dr. Anderson, Rhynie, Aberdeen
shire, Scotland.

THI S neatly-got-up book gives a full account from the Gospels of the
week preceding our Lord's Crucifixion. Interspersed in the narrative
are brief expositions. On page 48, the author, in reference to our Lord's
prayer for oneness in the seventeenth of John, says, .. This petition has not
yet been answered." The apostle, however, says to believers, .. Ye are
all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. iii. 28). Again he says, .. By one spirit
are we all baptised into one body" (1. Cor. xii. 13). Speaking to the
Corinthian saints, and to them, no doubt, as representing all the .>aints,
the apostle says, .. Ye are the body of Christ and members in parti<:ular "
(I. Cor. xii. 27). .. We (believers) being many are one body in
Christ" (Rom. xii. 5). These passages seem to us to teach the present
oneness of all true believers, though they may belong to dilferent
denominations of Christians. Another friendly criticism relates to our
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Lord's words, .. Ye are My friends, etc." The author says, .. God in
Christ crClV'CS our friendship." But Christ says, .. Ye are My friends,
if ye do whatsoever I command you," and .. I call you not servants ...
but I have called you friends" (John xv. 14, 15). If Christ definitely
says to His people" Ye ARE M)) friends," why say He .. craves our
friendship; do we crave His friendship? " (p. 50).

FREE-WILL THE ROOT ERROR. By E.. R. Gosling. Pp. 12. The
author says: .. Further copies may be obtained from the author
at 19 Bulan Road, Headington, Oxford."

THIS is an excellent exposure of the unscriptural character of much of
the language now very commonly used by speakers engaged in Evangeli
cal work. We warmly commend it.

THE WESTMINSTER DIVINES AND THE SABBATH.

THE Westminster Divines met in Westminster during the years 1643
1652. They produced The Confession of Faith and the Larger and the
Shorter Catechisms. They also issued .. The Directory for the Public
Worship of God," which was prepared during 1644. One of its
sections is headed, .. Of the Sanctification of the Lord's Da))." Then
follows the view of the observance of the Lord's Day, taken by those
Divines in the seventeenth century. Their thoughts stand in contrast with
the loose views of Sabbath observance very largely prevalent in the
professing Church to-day.

The Directory says: .. The Lord's Day ought to be so remembered
before-hand, as that all worldly busines of our ordinary callings may be
so ordered, and so timely and seasonably laid aside, as they may not be
impediments to the due sanctifying of the day when it comes.

.. The whole day is to be celebrated as holy to the Lord, both in
public and private, as being the Christian Sabbath. To which end, it is
requisite, that there be a holy cessation or resting all that day from all
unnecessary labours; and an abstaining, not only from all sports and
pastimes, but also from all worldly words and thoughts.

.. That the diet on that day be so ordered, as that neither servants be
unnecessarily detained from the public worship of God, nor any other
person hindered from the sanctifying that day.

.. That there be private preparations of every person and family, by
prayer for themselves, and for God's assistance of the minister, and for
a blessing upon his ministry; and by such other holy exercises, as may
further dispose them to a more comfortable communion with God in
His public ordinances.

.. That an the people meet so timely for public worship, that the
whole congregation may be present at the beginning, and with one heart

J

,
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solemnly join together in all parts of the public worship, and not depart
till after the blessing.

.. That what time is vacant, between or after the solemn meetings of
the congregation in public, be spent in reading, meditation, repetition of
sermons; especially by calling their families to an account of what they
have heard, and catechizing of them, holy conferences, prayer for a
blessing upon the public ordinances, singing oJ psalms, visiting the sick.
relieving the poor, and such like duties of pity, charity, and mercy.
accounting the Sabbath a delight."

EXTHACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE.

From Editnbu1'gh: "I have known and enjoyed the Gospel Magazine
for some years, and have often been helped by it." .

F1'om Astley, near Manchester: Warm testimony to the great com
fort which the Magazine is the means of giving, comes from an earnest
supporter of the work in Astley.

F1'om Frame: "I have acquired many old copies of the Gospel
Magazine. I am reading them with much benefit and joy. I have lately
recommended the Magazine loa Baptist minister who is loyal to our
Protest.ant heritage. I have also introduced the Magazine to an un
known friend." (vVell done.-The Editor).

A Bristol reader specially liked t.he article on "Evangelisation on
Bible Lines."

EDITORIAL.
RrceivE'd by the Editor, "'ith many thanks: Miss M. E. Yoshimoto;

Miss :\. ParkillsOIl; Miss R. Cowell; Mr. A. "\V. Pink; Mrs. \. Downard;
Pa"lll' H. Plnt.ts: i\Ir. VY. C. Brehaut; Re\'. T. Pitta\\'ay; Miss E.
FostE'l'; l\J i~s J ..·\lexanc1er; Dr. L. M. Houghton.

THE GOSPEL )IAGAZINE FUND.
The Trustees of .. The Gospel Magazine" beg to acknowledge the receipt of

the following donations to the Fund: Bristol (per Miss L. Ormiston), £1; Mr,
E. J. Pounds. £1: Miss A. Parkinson, £2; Mr. A. E. Hitchins, 13/-; Miss E.
Foster, 3/-; Mr. W. Law, 1/6; Mrs. E. Warde, 6/6; L.M.D., 6/-; H. & L.
Southworth, 3/-; A.E.C., £1; Mr. N. A. Macmillan, 3/-.

T HE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of
special gravity and pressing need, we turn to our kinol supporters.

and to others who have not previously helped us. for a sp""cial effort on
behalf of our poor friends. who during this dreadful War are placed in a
mu~h more try·lng position than usual. We have about 125 of them on our
books. They have so much appreciated your kind help in former years,
and we plead for the necessary means to cheer and comfort their hearts
and confirm them In the faithfulness of their Covenant God, The COM
MITTEE, Hon. Sec., A. C. LEWIN, The Manse, High Street, Evington,
Leicester .

BEKJAjWIN WILLS NEWTON, )Iatthew xiii. Price 3d. Matthew xxiv.
xx\", Price ls. 3d. 31illennium and Isra.el's 'Future. Price 2s. )Iodern

Doctrines Respecting Sinlessness Considered. Price 6d. Dr. S. P, Tregelles,
LL.D., Dr. C. Y. Biss, Mr, David Baron, and others kept in stock. Free
Lending Library of the samc.-S! R. COTTEY, .. Downside," Offington Lane,
Worthing. •
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! AGED PILGRIMS'
FRIEND SOCIETY

INSTITUTED 1807

This Society is based upon Holy Scripture and its work is on
distinctive Evangelical and Protestant lines. Over 600 Pensioners are
upon the books and 8 Homes are maintained.

Upwards of £50 Daily are Needed.

"INASMUCH"
THE HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY. by the Late Secretary,
JOHN E. HAZELTON. Price 4/-; Postage 5d.

New Contributions will he thankfully received and literature supplied.

Treasurers: JOSEPH C. DENNIS. Esq.. and NORRIS J. PARKS. Esq. ,

Secretary: FREDERICK NAYLOR.

Office:
ST. PAUL'S CHAMBERS, 19 LUDGATE HILL, E.C.i. I
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