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The title, The Gospel Magazine, should make us think. We
should ask ourselves if we really understand what the gospel
is. That there was some confusion on this issue in Paul's day
seems clear from his Epistle to the Galatians. Having saluted
the church in Galatia briefly, he moved on quickly to deal with
an issue that troubled him: 'I marvel that ye are so soon
removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ
unto another gospel: which is not another; but there be some
that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ'
(Galatians I : 6-7). The Apostle then went on to expostulate
with his readers, asking them why they had given heed to the
idea that their own adherence to the Ceremonial Law was
necessary, as well as the grace of Christ. The whole Epistle
bums with Paul's perception of the gulf between salvation by
works and by grace. The point he again and again approaches
in different ways is simple. There is only one gospel: 'the
gospel of the grace of God'.

These words are actually Paul's own, though taken from the
Book of Acts. They are part of the Apostle's testimony to the
ministry he had exercised in the Ephesian Church. As he had
emphasised to the Galatians, so he told the Ephesian elders,
too, that this ministry was not human in origin. Rather he had
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received it of the Lord Jesus; and as its origin was divine, so
was the content of it. His calling was, 'to testify the gospel of
the grace of God' (Acts 20 : 24). He was charged with telling
the world the good news of God's giving freely that to which
man could never attain by himself.

He preached this to the Jews and Greeks (Acts 19: 10.
20-21). He did not tell the Jews that they could save them
selves. That would have been no news to them, for they had
sought for centuries to ensure their own salvation by a rigorous
adherance to the law. He did not tell the Greeks that they
could save themselves. That would have been nothing new
to them either, for they had groped after the knowledge of
God for long enough in the light of their carnal wisdom. But
this was news. What they could never do Christ had already
done, and what they could not do even now God could do for
them. in fulfilment of the ancient promise, 'I will give them an
heart to know me' (Jer. 24 : 7). This was real news. It was not
the old stuff about man saving himself, as old as Babel and
older. It was the news of God's giving, about God giving it all.
As to how deep this goes, and as to how high it lifts us above
the level of mere creature effort, we see when we begin to
grasp what Paul wrote elsewhere to the Ephesian Church:
'For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God' (Ephesians 2 : 8).

No doubt there is still confusion as to what the gospel
means. It is popular for example to present repentance and
faith in such a way as to make men think that they have
power within themselves to repent and believe. But is there a
change on the way? Is there a movement, even on a tiny scale.
away from what is superficial and man-centred to what is
solid and divine? We think there is reason to hope so and
readers who ask for our reasons will find part of our answer
in 'From the Front Line'.

Christ's cross is the sweetest burden that ever I bore; it is
such a burden as wings are to a bird, or sails to a ship, to carry
me forward to my harbour.---SAMuEL RUTIlERFORD.

Though it be clay, let Christ use it and it shall open the eyes,
though in itself more like to put them out.-WM. GURNALL.
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From the Front Line
Readers would have gathered that they could expect to find

here an illustration of the point with which the Editorial con
cludes. This is really an article on missionary work, and the
country concerned is Italy. In the providence of God I have
had connections with missionary work in that country since
1972, and that is how I met the converted ex-priest with whom
this article is concerned-Franco Maggiotto.

Franco's conversion is an extraordinary story and a brief
resume of it may serve as an introduction to the man. From
his youth he was a devout Roman Catholic, and in his late
teens he began to have a real desire to know God. He went to
the Church for advice, and he was told that he must strive to
kill the sin within in order to obtain his desire. So he went at
the age of twenty to a Hermitage near Rome, where the
life was very arduous and attempts to scourge the flesh
extreme. This was the first positive step in Franco's pilgrim
age, and it led nowhere. His health broke down and he had to
leave the Hermitage, no nearer his goal than when he had gone
in. After this there were other attempts to find God in his own
strength, but they too ended as the first had done. However,
as time went on, a new factor began to enter the situation.
He began to pay more and more heed to the Word of God.
and eventually a crisis came when Franco was tom between
the authority of the Word of God and that of his church. One
day during this time of crisis he was in charge of the mass and
a young man was reading the Scripture Lesson. The passage
he read was from Hebrews 10, which speaks of the replace
ment of the Old Testament sacrifices by the one sacrifice of
Christ. The passage speaks of Christ as fulfilling the Father's
wiII, and the words came like a thunderbolt to Franco's mind:
'By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all'. Suddenly he was lifted from
the level of his own puny will to that of the wiII of God, his
mind was diverted from his own hopeless strivings to the per
fect work of Christ. He knew then that he could never save
himself: but that what he could never do Christ had already
done on his behalf. All the confusion of the years of seeking
passed away and he was in a world where perfect order
reigned under the provisions of the Covenant of Grace.

Franco left the scene of the mass immediately. He went
upstairs and it was left to the two priests assisting him to
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conclude the service. With his refusal to perform a re-inact
ment of that which Christ Himself had completed once and
for all time, it was inevitable that our friend and the Roman
Catholic Church would have to part company. When the break
came, Franco knew nobody outside the Church. However he
was led eventually to the home for ex-priests run by Rev.
Hegger in Holland, and there he stayed for some months. He
then came to England, and after some years the way was open
for him to return to Italy as a missionary of the European
Missionary Fellowship. By this time he had married a girl who
had come to the knowledge of Christ while in Italy, but who
had only after meeting him come to appreciate the doctrines
of grace.

It was at Spotorno, about 70 miles from the French border,
that Franco and Aurora settled when they returned to their
native land about five years ago. Shortly after his arrival
Franco was asked to speak at a local assembly which did not
adhere to the doctrines which Franco had been deeply taught
in his experience-the sovereignty of God and the helplessness
of man. There was a reaction to his preaching, but one or two
of that group felt the force of what the visiting preacher had
said, and came to him to hear more. This was the beginning
of the local congregation which now numbers 15-20. They
meet in one or other of their houses and in conversation with
some of them I have been amazed at how deeply they appear
to be taught.

But local contacts are only one aspect of this missionary's
work. Labouring under severe restrictions, he and his helpers
have produced leaflets and magazines setting out the doctrines
of the Reformation of which Italy as a whole has never been
made aware. These have been handed out and posted to many
who have written for literature. The numbers belonging to this
latter category are quite staggering and many ex-priests have
written from different parts of the country seeking further
information. In fact the work is getting far too much for one
man and it is not surprising that Franco and his helpers came
to feel the need for a Committee who would work with them.
This Committee was set up in March of this year and was
given the name of Franco's magazine-Fede Viva (Living
Faith). It was a privilege to be present at the setting up of this
Committee, and I was greatly encouraged to meet those others
from different parts (e.g. Milan and Sicily) who share Franco's
views. The main aims which the Committee have in view are
mentioned by Franco in the following Prayer Letter. In seek
ing to realise these objectives may the Committee have the
support of the whole family of God.
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European Missionary Fellowship,
128 Hempstead Road,
Watford,
Herts.
WDI3LQ.

Field Address:
Piazza Giulio Verne 1/11.
t7028 Spotorno,
Savona,
Italy.

May, 1976.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,
I might have waited a little longer before knocking at your

door with this prayer-letter, but the need for prayer is urgent.
There are many important developments for which we can
pray together to the Almighty Giver. Our aim when we came
back to Italy as missionaries was to spread the pure Gospel
into all stratas of Italian society. We can now testify to the
power of God as we see Him using our efforts despite all our
failings.

'FEDE VIVA' (Living Faith). We have been publishing a
magazine with this title, printing it in our home, and twenty
one issues have now been circulated, each issue dealing with
those great truths which lie at the heart of God's word. These
have penetrated into many sections of our fellow Italians, not
least among the common people as well as priests, pastors
and teachers of one kind or another. Partly through the con
tacts thus made, we had thirty-two Roman Catholic priests
staying in our home last year for varying periods. As the Bible
was carefully studied with them, they were amazed with its
precious truths. and some of them have already left the
Roman Church while others still continue in it. We believe we
can say that none left our home the same as when he arrived.
because of having been faced with the Living Word.

The growth and demands of this work prompted our people
to consider the need for a small committee of Italian men to
assume responsibility for 'Fede Viva'. After discussion a com
mittee was formed with qualified brethren as president and
treasurer and myself as secretary. The chief aims of the work
were outlined as (1) to spread the pure Gospel throughout
Italy by means of good literature and (2) to establish a centre
for biblical studies for those who ask to study God's Word
with us. The prayer we covet for this work is that, most of all,
it will be to the glory of God.

EVANGELICAL PRESS. The first book, 'Per un dialogo
con Dio', i.e. dialogue with God, translated from French, is
now published, and other books already translated from
English are 'Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God' and 'The
Gospel Today', which are now ready for the printers. More
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books are being translated and corrected and the E.M.F. has
now accepted Giovanni Barbieri to help us with the work. He
has excellent technical qualifications and we look forward to
his return from Watford in the summer. Will you please
remember him and particularly the need for support for him.
Pray also that help from the throne of Grace will be with our
efforts in this literature work.

CHURCH IN FINALE LIGURE. Three of our families
have had to move to Toscana to obtain employment, but many
other contacts have been made and we have seen the Lord
working in real conversions. We desperately need a church
building to accommodate many who would like to hear the
Gospel but who cannot overcome the initial embarrassment of
attending a service in a home, especially tho~e who occupy
prominent positions in the local community. We ask earnest
prayer for this need.

VARIOUS ACTIVITIES. ] was able to share in a meeting
of book publishers in Rome and hope the con!acts made will
be profitable for the developing literature work. The families
in Toscana were visited and it was encouraging to find them
continuing in the sincere faith toward God and His Word. We
hope to make another visit to Sicily in June and to have
special meetings there arranged by our E.M.F. colleague.
Piero Lorefice.

There are always difficulties and disappointments in the
work of the Lord, and as the Gospel bears fruit its enemies
intensify their hatred and opposition. But the Lord is merciful.
showing us our need and weakness and causing us to trust
more and more in the Saviour. May He help us all to go often
on our knees in this terrible hour and to pray at least in part
for His work in Spotorno and district. We look only to Him
and trust only in His Grace.

With love and greetings in Him,

FRANCO AND AURORA MAGGIOTTO.



The Gospel Magazine 247

The Glory of the Lamb
ROBERT WATTS

This sermon was preached in Belfast in June 1884, at the
opening of the Third General Council of 'The Alliance of the
Reformed Churches holding the Presbyterian System'. A. A.
Hodge, of Princeton, was present; in fact it was he who prayed
before this sermon was preached.

'And I beheld, and 10, in the midst of the Throne and of the
four living creatures, and in tbe midst of the elders, stood a
Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes,
which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the
earth. And He came and took the book out of the right hand
of Him that sat upon the Throne.' (Revelation 5 : 6 and 7.)

The text resumes the narrative of the Ascension. The great
High Priest has completed the work of the Atonement, and the
cloud of the divine glory, not awaiting His advent, has come
forth from the upper sanctuary to meet Him on His ascending
pathway, and has received Him out of the sight of His dis
ciples. The everlasting gates and the everlasting doors have
lifted up their heads, and the King of Glory has entered in.
The angelic bands have made way for the victor of Calvary,
and He who appeared on the footstool as the Man of Sorrows
has taken His stand in the very mi.dst of the Throne, and the
coronation ceremony proceeds. He who sits upon the Throne
delivers to Him the book of the kingdom, and all orders of the
universe, represented by the living creatures, the elders and the
principalities and powers of heaven, recognise His right to
reign by acts of homage due to God alone.

The points which shall occupy our attention at present are
I, The task which the Lamb undertakes; II, His qualifications
for the execution of it.

I. The task undertaken by the Lamb. The first index to the
magnitude and difficulty of the task is to be found in the
character of the book committed to his custody. We are not
to regard the language as literal, or designed to teach that God,
who is a Spirit, possesses hands as a man, or has a book
written out for the guidance of His administration, which is
literally sealed with a number of seals. The language is sym-
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bolical, and teaches that God has certain purposes regarding
the dominion given to His Son, and that these purposes are
not only secret, but, as the seals imply, both secret and secure
-secret with a seven-fold secrecy, and secure of eventuation
with a seven-fold security. In a word, the doctrine taught by
this symbolic representation is the same as that propounded
by our Saviour when reviewing the results of His ministry He
said (Matthew 11 : 25-27): 'I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even
so, Father; for so it seemed good in Thy sight. All things are
delivered unto me of my Father; and no man knoweth the
Son but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father save
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will (willeth to) reveal
Him. Come unto Me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.' In this comment upon His own
labours, our Saviour asserts the sovereignty of God in the
dispensation of His grace, claims to be the sole administrator
of the economy of Redemption, and, at the same time, issues
a full and free invitation to the toil-worn, heavy-laden sons of
men. Verily the omniscient Son of God saw no incongruity
between the absolute sovereignty of grace as determined by
the Father, and administered by Himself, and an offer of
salvation which leaves those who reject it without excuse. The
leading doctrine of this passage is the doctrine symbolically
set forth in our text-viz., that Christ is the sole revealer of
the Father, the only one in heaven or earth qualified, or
authorised, to make known the Father's purposes to the sons
of men, or to the principalities and powers in the heavenly
places.

In order to bring out into greater prominence, and assert
with greater emphasis, this great truth, a strong angel is corn·
missioned to call for a reader of the sealed book. To this call
no response is given. All heaven is silent, and all earth as well.
'No man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was
able to open the book, neither to look thereon.' Or, as it is put
in the next verse, 'no one was found worthy to open the book,
neither to look thereon'. The qualifications embrace worthi·
ness as well as ability.

Here then is a most suggestive index to the greatness of the
task. It must surely be a task of surpassing difficulty that none
of the thrones, or princedoms, or powers of heaven can under
take. A task from which even Gabriel turns back with full
consciousness of his inability and unworthiness must be one
of transcendent magnitude. The seals that Gabriel cannot
loose must be absolutely inviolable by finite agency, and the
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record which he cannot read, nor even look upon, must outrun
the range of finite intelligence.

Such is the lesson taught by the silence and inaction of the
angelic hosts when called upon to furnish a reader of this
mysterious roll. The task implies, on the part of him who
undertakes it, the knowledge claimed by our Saviour in the
passage already referred to. He must have direct access to the
unrevealed will of the Father. As we have it in John 1 : 18, he
must be in the bosom of the Father and, from his native rela
tionship, be cognisant of His purposes. It is because our
Saviour is the only begotten Son whose dwelling-place is the
bosom of the Father, that He was qualified to be His Exegete,
revealing Him under all economies. He who in virtue of His
position, as the Second Person of the adorable Trinity, is the
Father's Word to the whole intelligent universe, and the Light
that lighteth every mall that cometh into the world, is also,
under the economy of redemption, the ordained and anointed
Prophet of the Church. His natural relations and functions
constitute the only adequate basis of His mediatorial office.

This fundamental fact is sufficient to indicate the magnitude
of the task undertaken, and, at the same time, to enhance our
conception of the grandeur of the plan of redemption: while
it serves to demonstrate the folly and irreverence of those who
ascribe to the human mind itself attributes and prerogatives
claimed in Scripture for the eternal Word. Surely if the un
fallen angels cannot fathom or forecast the thoughts of God, it
must be consummate arrogance to claim for man the posses
sion of a faculty of verification entitling him to sit in judgment
upon the profoundest mysteries of revelation. Where Gabriel
is silent let the sons of men be mute.

But however difficult the task of loosing the seals and read
ing the Book may be, the task undertaken by the Lamb is
more difficult still, for it is not a mere reader that is called for.
As the whole imagery and sequel of the book show, the
demand made by the angel is a demand for an Administrator.
This is manifest from the account given of Him who comes
forward to break the silence and accept the task. He comes of
the royal tribe of which the Shiloh was to come. He is the root
and the offspring of David-David's Lord and David's son.
This lineage bespeaks a sceptre-bearer; and, in accordance
with His birthright, He ascends the throne. All that was sym
bolised by the sceptre of Judah passes into His hands, and
nothing typified by it passes away.

This administrative feature of the task enhances our estimate
of its magnitude. He who undertakes it must not only unroll
the sealed scroll, but must administer its contents. He must not
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only reveal to angels and men what the secret purposes of the
Father are, but must translate the prophetic record into actual
history. This is a mighty task indeed. To judge of it in its
breadth, and length, and depth, and height, we have but to
read the outline of it as the wondrous volume lies unfolded
before our eyes. Within its vast comprehension are embraced
the armies of heaven and earth and hell. The sceptre of the
Administrator extends to all classes of agents and all classes
of events, whether good or evil, binding and loosing, limiting
and bounding the great adversary and his emissaries, and com
missioning the unfallen hosts of heaven as ministers of His
will. In a word, as the purposes of Jehovah extend to all the
events of time, the Administrator of them must occupy a
co-ordinate jurisdiction.

Tltis is no assumption. On the contrary, it is the doctrine
revealed and illustrated in the administration of the Lamb as
described in this Book, as it is the doctrine proclaimed and
demonstrated under all the dispensations of the economy of
Grace. The Scriptures know nothing of that doctrine which
limits the purposes of God to events brought about by His own
direct efficiency. The Lamb who takes charge of the white
horse of the Gospel of peace takes charge also of the red horse
of war, and the black horse of famine, and the pale horse of
pestilence and death. He has charge of an administration
under which the number of the martyrs is fulfilled, under
which the Mystery of Iniquity rises and develops into the
Mother of harlots, and under which she is adjudged and con
sumed with fire. It is He who binds, and it is He who looses,
for a season, the dragon, the old serpent-which is the devil
and Satan-and it is He who gives rule and victory to the
martyrs, and who raises the dead, the wicked as well as the
righteous, and assigns the final awards.

In harmony with the character and extent of His jurisdiction
is the rank of His Throne. Had we no other means of judging
of the rank of the throne occupied by the Lamb, we might
conclude from the range of His dominion, that His Throne
must be of the highest possible rank. On this point, however,
we are not left to inference. The leading design of the fourth
chapter of this Book of the Revelation is to indicate the rank of
this Throne. On referring to that chapter it will be seen that
the Throne is no other than the Throne of God. He who
occupies it receives and accepts homage which cannot, without
idolatry, be rendered to any save God alone. He is worshipped
as the thrice Holy One, the Lord God Almighty, who was, and
is, and is to come, the Creator of all things, for whose pleasure,
or on account of whose will, all things exist, and were brought
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into existence. Such is the rank of the Throne described in the
fourth chapter, and it is manifestly the highest seat of authority
in the whole universe. As our text shows, it is of this Throne
the Lamb takes possession. He who occupies it recognises His
right to it by delivering over into His hands the seven-sealed
book, and from it He looses the seals and carries forward the
administration of its contents.

The doctrine thus taught is not peculiar to the Book of the
Revelation. In the Epistle to the Ephesians the same exalted
conception of Christ's mediatorial sway is given. When God
the Father raised Him from the dead, He 'set Him at His own
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality,
and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this world but also in that which is to come;
and put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head
over all things to the Church, which is His body, the fulness
of Him that filleth all in all'.

Whether, then, we judge of the rank of the Throne from its
relation to God the Father, or from the inventory of the orders
over which its Occupant holds sway, we must regard it as the
supreme seat of the Divine administration, and must look
upon the Redeemer enthroned upon it as invested with an
authority before which all the powers of heaven and earth
must bow. The dominion given Him is a dominion which
knows of no limitation save one. 'When He saith all things are
put under Him, it is manifest that He is excepted who did put
all things under Him. In other words, the sole exception to the
universality of our Redeemer's dominion is God the Father.
This exception, however, demonstrates the immensity of His
kingdom. It proves that there is nothing finite which lies out
side the sphere of His administration. The everlasting Father
is the sole exception; but even He is not unrelated to this
glorious kingdom. On the contrary, He is pledged by promise,
oath, and covenant, and by proclaimed decree, to establish
His throne, and to put all enemies under His feet.

But the magnitude of this mediatorial task will be more
apparent when we contemplate, in detail, the administrative
acts of the Enthroned Lamb. No sooner is He enthroned by
the Father and recognised by the living creatures, and the
elders, and the angelic host, than He proceeds to administer
the purposes on record in the sealed book. He opens one of
the seals, and in response to the call uttered by the mighty
voice of one of the living creatures, who says, 'Come', there
comes forth a white horse, on which there sits one who has a
bow, and to whom a crown is given.

This crowned archer goes forth to battle with full authority
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from the Lamb who commissions Him, and from Him whose
purpose was on record under the now broken seal, which pur
pose He rides forth to execute. So assured is the issue of the
campaign, thus authoritatively inaugurated, that He is crowned
before He bends His bow, or makes ready His arrows upon the
string. As this is the first administrative act of the Lamb after
His enthronement, we have only to turn to the account given
of that act in Peter's sermon on the day of Pentecost, for an
authoritative exposition of the loosing of this first seal. Accord
ing to this vision, the first act of the enthroned Lamb was to
send forth the white horse and his rider; according to Peter's
account of the same act, it was the opening of the New Dispen
sation by the shedding forth of the Holy Ghost. According to
the vision, the warrior went forth conquering, and in order
that He might conquer; according to Peter's sermon, the open
ing of the New Dispensation was accompanied by a signal
victory. The shaft sent forth from the bow of a preached
Gospel went forth with irresistible power. So sharp were the
arrows of the King in the hearts of His enemies that they cried
out, in anguish, 'Men, brethren, what shall we do?' Great was
the multitude of the slain in that opening battle of the mighty
conflict. That one sermon was instrumental in converting three
thousand souls, many of whom had doubtless been guilty of
the shedding of the Saviour's blood.

This vision, then, interpreted by the history of the Media
torial administration, sheds fresh light upon the magnitude of
this task. According both to the vision and the historical
incident by which it must be interpreted, salvation is by con
quest. Not by rites, or ceremonies, nor by mere moral suasion
are the enemies of the King brought into subjection under
Him. It is not a ritualist that rides forth with font or chalice to
engage in this warfare, nor is it a mere moralist, impelled as
the apostle of an impersonal and, consequently, an unethical
force, expatiating on the power of 'sweetness and light' to win
over the sons of men from the paths of vice. On the contrary,
the rider is an ambassador commi.ssioned by the King of kings,
proclaiming a Gospel which is the power of God and the
wisdom of God, and his mission embraces the subjugation of
all His foes. Armed with a bow of unmeasured strength, which
He draws not at a venture, and invested with all power in
heaven and in earth, He rides forth in the full confidence of
assured and guaranteed success.

Such is the import of the symbolism of the first seal, and it
is manifest that the imagery is in thorough accord with the
conflict which it inaugurates, and with the entire analogy of
the faith. The foes which are arrayed in battle against the
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Lord and His Anointed, embracing not only the powers of
earth, but the principalities and powers of darkness with their
mighty leader, are not to be vanquished by moral suasion.
The gcxl of this world, who has blinded the minds of men lest
the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ should shine unto
them, can be foiled only by the power of Him who commanded
the light to shine out of darkness. A doctrine of salvation that
leaves out of its reckoning the enmity of the carnal mind, and
the agency of the powers of darkness, receives no countenance
from the imagery of this Book.

Nor is the warfare waged by the Lamb exclusively spiritual.
His action under the second seal greatly enlarges our concep
tion of His mediatorial administration. While He conducts the
spiritual conflict with the Dragon and His angels, and the
conflict whereby men are convinced of sin, renewed in mind
and heart, and brought into willing subjection to His sway, He
has also authority over the dread domain of war as waged by
the potentates of earth. The imagery employed in connection
with the opening of this seal proves that the conflicts by which
the destiny of nations is so largely determined, are under the
control of the Lamb. It is not until He has opened this seal
that the red horse goes forth on his dread mission. The politi
cal incidents which give rise to war between nations may
appear very trivial, but however unimportant or trifling in our
estimate. they are factors influencing the current of human
history, and, under the control of the enthroned Lamb, are
made to work together for the advancement of His kingdom.
He who employed Senacherib and Nebuchadnezzar to chastise
His people, and Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes, and
Ahasuerus to protect, or deliver them, under the Old Dispen
sation, has employed emperors and kings for like purposes
under the New. Within the past quarter of a century, He has
done marvellous things by the instrumentality of the red horse
for the deliverance of His people and the overthrow of their
enemies. At the commencement of that period the temporal
power of the Papacy was guaranteed by five potentates of
Western Europe. The King of Naples, the Duke of Tuscany,
the Queen of Spain, the Emperor of Austria, and the Emperor
of the French were all bound by treaty to maintain and assert,
in the interests of Rome, this stupendous claim. Thus sat the
Mystery of iniquity, as a Queen secure of empire, in 1859. In
that very year the fiat went forth, and Naples fell under the red
horse of war; Tuscany and Spain followed, and then Austria
and the empire of the French; and in this year of grace, 1884,
there remains not a single principality nor power of any order,
whether ducal, royal, or imperial, engaged by covenant to
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maintain the temporal supremacy of the See of Rome. A great
emancipation has been wrought, and it has been achieved
through the agencies set forth under the administration of the
second seal.

And, as the red horse of war is subject to the mandate of
the Lamb, so also is the black horse of famine. It is just as true
of the latter as it is of the former, that his commission is on
record and under seal, and that it is the prerogative of the
Lamb to loose the seal and send him forth. Neither the famines
of the Old Testament nor those which have occurred under the
New, have happened by chance. 1n the Old Testament they are
represented as coming under the Divine administration, and
are set forth as instruments of chastisement designed to assert
the sovereignty of God, and to make men feel that they are
pensioners on His bounty, while they are, at the same time, so
controlled by His infinite wisdom as to work out His mys
terious will.

This doctrine has received abundant illustration in the
history of the chosen race. It was through the agency of famine
they were brought down into Egypt, where they were reduced
to an estate of bondage which furnished the occasion for the
display of the covenant faithfulness. the sovereign preroga
tives, and the almighty power of Israel's God, and, by famine
as well as by war, they were again and again chastened for
their sins.

In harmony with His ancient administration as the Angel of
the Covenant, the enthroned Lamb employs the black horse oC
famine under the New Testament. By famine He has revealed
to perishing millions in India the tender pity and brotherly
sympathies engendered in the hearts of men by Christianity,
and has thus opened up a pathway for the heralds of Redemp
tion. By famine He has broken the power of the Papacy in
Ireland. Driven by famine to seek sustenance in the United
States and the colonies of Great Britain, Irish Roman Catho
lics have learned to assert, in opposition to ghostly tyranny,
their independence in regard to matters temporal, and, even
tually, in regard to their higher spiritual concerns, and thus
have thousands upon thousands of these devoted sons of the
Roman Church been led to abandon their faith in the dogmas
of Rome.

But time would fail to enumerate or portray the vast depart
ments of the mighty empire confided to the Lamb. The
symbols of His sway take in the scourge of pestilence, the
apparent triumphs of His foes in the martyrdom of His saints,
and those mighty upheavals of the nations in which the powers
of earth are shaken and the rulers of this world driven to
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despair. High over all these vicissitudes and convulsions reigns
the enthroned Lamb, imparting to His servants the assurance
that though the heavens and earth pass away, one jot or one
tittle secured by the everlasting covenant shall not fail.

H. Passing to the consideration of the qualifications pos
sessed by the Lamb for the execution of this mighty task, we
are at once impressed with the prominence given to His
sacrificial death. Tt is true He is introduced as the Lion of the
tribe of Judah. the root and the offspring of David; but when
the Apostle turns to see the reader thus introduced, he beholds
not a lion but a Lamb. and a Lamb which appears to have
been slain. This symbolic representation is designed to teach
the conditions on which He takes possession of the throne and
exercises the authority of which it is the august symbol. In
harmony with this introductory feature of the imagery is the
relation which the other symbols of His qualifications sustain
to this primary symbo1. The seven horns by which His omni·
potent kingly power is symbolised, and the seven eyes which
symbolise the plenitude of His knowledge. as the anointed
prophet of the Church. belong to Him as the Lamb. In a word.
His priestly office is the basis on which rest both His prophetic
and kingly offices. Tt is because He was slain that He has the
right to reign and the right to teach. Let us ponder this funda
mental qualification. The symbol employed teaches that the
sutferings and death of Christ. by which He won the right to
this throne, were truly sacrificial. This is equal to saying that
His enthronement was conditioned upon His making full
satisfaction for sin.

But here arises the question. How could the enthronement
0f the Eterml Son, who. in virtue of His relations to God the
Father. is the heir of all things, and who was associated in
glory with the Father before the world was, be made to depend
upon His humiliation and death? The answer is best given in
the words of God: 'Tt became Him, for whom are all things.
and bv whom are all thing~. in bringing many sons unto glory
to make the Captain of their salvation perfect through suffer
ing: for both He that sanctifieth and they that are sanctified
are all of one. for which cause He is not ashamed to call them
brethren.' Identified with the many sons. there stood between
Him and the glory to which He was appointed to lead them
the dreadful barrier of their guilt. In the estimate of the law
and justice of the Father. He the first born, and they the many
sons. were regarded as one, and the guilt of the whole band of
hrothers rested on Him.

Such is the key given in the Divine Word to the mystery
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which invests the sufferings of God's beloved, immaculate Son.
The Firstborn was wounded for the transgressions of His
brethren and bruised for their iniquities. It was the chastise
ment of their peace that caused Him such sufferings, and it
was to bring healing to them that He endured the stripes. But
as these sacrificial sufferings expiated their guilt, the guilt of
the entire band, the barrier to the glory is eternally removed.
The throne becomes His by right of purchase, as it was His by
right of heirship. As He acted throughout in behalf of His
brethren, so the glory won by His obedience and death is a
glory of which they are joint heirs with Him. His title is theirs
in Him, and theirs also are the guarantees by which His posses
sion of it is secured. And, as His title is founded on His all
perfect obedience and suffcrings, by which He fulfilled the
conditions of the Covenant of Redemption, His title is an
indefeasible title. and His guarantees are the truth. and faithful
ness, and justice of a covenant-keeping God.

But besides the qualification of merit. this Administrator has
also the qualification of might. The horn is the symbol of
power, and the seven horns possessed by the Lamb are the
symbol of perfect power, or omnipotence. The Throne repre
sents the authority, and the horns represent the power. As the
Throne is, so are the authority and might of its occupant. The
Throne is supreme above all thrones, and He at whose disposal
it is placed is invested with authority over all the empire it
represents, and possesses all the power requisite for such
administration. No finite hand could grasp the governmental
reins of such an empire. and no finite arm could sway its
sceptre. The stability of His throne. the perpetuity of His king
dom, and the triumph of His administration, demand and
imply the possession of the might of Omnipotence.

In the person of our adorable Redeemer. the august Ad
ministrator, this indispensable condition is furnished. When
He ascends that Throne He takes possession of no novel seat.
When He sits down at the right hand of the Majesty on High,
as the reward of His obedience and death, He is made just so
much better than the angels. as He hath by inheritance
obtained a more excellent name than they. The empire given
Him as Mediator is an empire whose suns, and satellites. and
spiritual powers were all created by Him and for Him; and
when the angels of God are called upon to worship Him, they
are asked to bow before no inferior Throne. They simply
worship, under the economy of Redemption. Him whom they
have ever adored, and who, in becoming incarnate, did not
divest Himself of His divine attributes, nor forfeit His claims
to divine honours or angelic allegiance.
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The third qualification of this mighty King is indicated by
the relations He sustains to the Holy Spirit, here symbolised
by seven eyes. In the fourth chapter the Spirit is symbolised
by seven lamps of fire burning before the Throne, ready to
serve Him who occupies it, and subject to His will. In the text,
the imagery is changed. The seven lamps of fire give place to
seven eyes, and the seven eyes are not before the Throne, but
possessed by him who occupies it. The truths taught are (1)
that the Lamb is in full possession of the Holy Ghost, and
(2) that it pertains to His offIce as Mediator to send the Spirit
forth into all the earth.

The prerogatives here implied are prerogatives claimed and
exercised by Christ. He claimed to have been anointed of the
Holy Ghost, to have authority to send upon His disciples the
Promise of the Father, to send them the Holy Ghost the Com
forter, to lead them into all truth, to send Him to reprove the
world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. And on the
day of Pentecost He gave full proof that He possessed the
prerogatives He claimed. by the gift of tongues of fire bestowed
upon His servants, a gift manifestly in harmony with the
import of this symbol, qualifying those who received it to go
forth into all the world and proclaim the glad tidings in every
tongue and in every land. Here we may well pause and ponder
the task assumed by the Lamb in taking possession of this
august Throne. and undertaking the loosing of the seven
sealed roll and the administration of its inscrutable record.
The task assumed is nothing less than the government of all
the principalities and powers of heaven and earth, and of the
empire of darkness as well, so as to secure the accomplishment
of the purposes of the unsearchable Jehovah. With such a
King exalted upon such a throne, with such guarantees of
the establishment and perpetuity of His kingdom, despite the
might and malice of His foes, the Church of God may contem
plate with confidence the conflict which she is called upon to
wage under her enthroned Head. There need be no fear of the
final issue of the strife. Failure under such a Leader is out of
the question. When the Lamb shall have completed the task
assigned Him, and delivered up the Kingdom to God even the
Father, He will not be constrained to confess that there were
found seals upon the roll which He could not loose. and pur
poses recorded in it which He could not execute. He will be
able to say then of the work of application as He said on
Calvary of the work of impetration, 'Tt is finished'.

It is hardly necessary to remark that the Throne is Media
torial, and occupied for mediatorial purposes. A Throne held
by Christ as the Lamb that was slain. and llsed for the deliver-
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ance of His people and the overthrow of their adversaries,
cannot be regarded as lying outside the economy of Redemp
tion. This conclusion is confirmed by the history of its occu
pancy. From it He shed forth the Holy Ghost on the day of
Pentecost, and from it He conducts the entire administration
described in this Book-an administration which is certainly
redemptive and mediatorial. I am aware that men at whose
feet I would gladly sit, distinguish between a kingdom in which
Christ reigns as God, and a kingdom in which He reigns as the
God-man. This distinction, however, seems to be inconsistent
with the extent of His kingdom, and the purposes for which
He reigns. The doctrine of this Book, and the doctrine of the
entire Revelation, so far as it treats of this subject, is that all
the glory and dominion which belong to Christ as God, belong
to Him also as the God-man, our Divine Mediator. Let us
never forget that the horns which symbolise the omnipotent
power of this universal King belong to Him as the Lamb that
was slain, and that the angels in recognising His claim to
universal dominion base that claim upon the chief function of
His mediatorial office.

It is obvious from these clearly revealed facts that our
Saviour is a King both in fact and in law, and not a King in
law simply. He has the right to reign, and is actually engaged
in reigning, controlling all the affairs and agencies of the entire
universe in the interest of His Church. When He ascended on
high, He did not ascend to watch over and await the issue of
a conflict with the powers of darkness, conducted by His
servants in the exercise of their own wisdom and strength. He
ascended that He might fill all things, and the gifts bestowed
on the day of Pentecost bore witness to His enthronement and
the actual exercise of His kingly prerogatives. From the throne
of that day's administration He never descends throughout
His mediatorial agency. He appears enthroned upon it in the
vision of the fifth chapter of this book, and from it proceed all
the events described, which are certainly all the events
embraced in the history of the Church militant. He breaks no
seal, He reads no record from any other throne. The throne of
the coronation vision is the Throne of the final vision in which
the mystery of God is finished in the restored Paradise watered
by the river of the Water of Life, which has its fountain head
beneath the Throne of God and of the Lamb. For no other
Throne is there a place found in the visions of this book. The
key of David and all that symbolises are His, and His are the
keys of Hades and of death; and these keys lie not unused
beside His Throne. His letter to the Church at Philadelphia
proves that He had exercised the power of the former, and His
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words of comfort, by whicb He restored the fainting spirit of
the Seer of Patmos, prove that the whole invisible world and
the dark domain of death are subject to His sway.

With this Throne the Church of God may well be satisfied.
It were surely of no advantage to her interests were her King
to abandon tbe Throne of God and substitute for it the throne
of David or of Solomon. Such exchange of administrative seats
were retrogression, and not progress. The throne of David's
son must correspond in dignity to the transcendent rank of
David's Lord. As He who. according to the flesh, is of the seed
of David, is, according to the Spirit of holiness, the Son of
God, the only throne in the wide universe befitting His rank
and Divine relations is the the Throne of God. And such is the
Throne He occupies. The language, it is true, is symbolical;
but its symbolism does not abate its significance. The doctrine
it teaches is very precious and assuring to His Church. The
claim advanced by it is just the claim on which our Saviour
bases His right to commission her when He sends her fortb to
teach all nations. He who occupies the Throne of God may
well claim to have received 'All power in heaven and in earth'.
Surely if there be a Throne from which the economy of
Redemption can be efficiently administered, that Throne must
be the Throne of which the Lamb took possession when He
was exalted at the right hand of God the Father, with all
thrones and principalities put in subjection under Him. A
Throne from which the wonders of the day of Pentecost pro
ceeded furnishes ample guarantee of the final triumph of
Christ's kingdom over all adversaries, and the assurance
imparted by the conquests of that day is vastly strengthened
when we contemplate the resources of the empire over which
He has been exalted to reign, and consider the ends for which
these resources have been placed at His disposal. As He has
received power over all flesh, in order that He may give eternal
life to as many as the Father hath given Him, so hath He also
received authority over all the powers of heaven and earth, in
order that the great ends of His Mediatorial office may be
secured, despite the combined antagonism of the powers of
darkness. The task is a mighty one, but tbe Throne occupied
by the great Administrator is at once the instrument and
pledge of triumphant success.

Nor do the thrones or principalities of heaven bow with
reluctance before the enthroned Lamb. The exaltation of the
incarnate Word wakes all their harps anew. The Seer of
Patmos hears 'the voice of many angels round about the
Throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number
of them was ten thousand times ten thousand. and thousands
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of thou~dnds, saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing'.

Verily the time is coming when the Church shall have
reprisal for all the trial and travail of her earthly pilgrimage.
The amphitheatre of Rome pagan, the dungeons and racks of
Rome Christian, the stakes and faggots of Prague and of
Constance, the Alpine snows trodden and reddened by the
bleeding feet of fugitive Waldenses, the glens of Caledonia, thc
Smithfields of England, the prisons of Burmah, and the shores
of Erromanga have been witnesses of her faith and patient
endurance of cruel wrongs. Often have her hymns of praise to
her King and Head been answered by the derisive shouts of
her foes as they unsheathed their swords and rushed on to the
slaughter. But the darkness of those nights of terror and of
blood shall yet be dispelled by the effulgent radiance of the
great white Throne. No longer militant, but eternally trium
phant, she shall lift her song to Him that loved her and washed
her from her sins in His own blood, and raised her entire
membership to the rank of kings and priests, and shall hear
the anthem echoed back with loud and glad acclaim by the
myriad hosts of the unfallen sons of light.
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IN CHRIST
H. P. WOITON
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In Christ by decree.
When, on one occasion, Jesus came to Jerusalem and

entered into the temple, the chief priests, scribes and elders
asked Him, 'By what authority doest Thou these things? and
who gave Thee this authority to do these things?'; for they
knew His miracles, and were probably angry because He had
also overthrown, in the temple, the tables of the money
changers and the seats of them that sold doves.

But Jesus, not being inclined to satisfy their curiosity, asked
them a question they would not care to answer. He said, 'I
will ask you one question, and answer Me, and I will tell you
by what authority I do these things. The baptism of John,
was it from heaven, or of men? answer Me. And they reasoned
with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; He
will say, Why then did ye not believe him? But if we shall say,
Of men; they feared the people: for all men counted John,
that he was a phophet indeed. And they answered and said
unto Jesus, We cannot tell. And Jesus answering said unto
them, Neither do I tell you by what authority I do these
things'. (Mark 11 : 28 to 33)

By dealing with the temple rulers in this way, Jesus showed
them that He was answerable to no man; for the authority
by which He lived and worked was as high above all earthly
authority as the heavens are high above the earth. What He
did was by the Father's decree, which was His also, for of
Himself He said, 'I and my Father are one'. (John 10 : 30)

In the Westminster Assembly's Shorter Catechism we read
that 'the decrees of God are His eternal purpose, according to
the counsel of His own will, whereby for His own glory, He
hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass'; the scripture
proof of which is in Ephesians 1 : 11, 12: 'Being predestinated
according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after
the counsel of His own will; that we should be to the praise
of His glory'.

Every believer, then, is in Christ by the authoritative decree
of God, who has ordained him to be so, and none has the
right to question this matter any more than he has right to
say what a man should do with his own.

We are, then, in Christ by an, eternal decree. God has
ordained it to be so from eternity.

What this means transcends the highest human under-
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standing. Concerning it we may perhaps use the words of the
psalmist in Psalm 139 : 16, 17, where he says, 'In Thy book
all my members were written, which in continuance were
fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. How precious
also are Thy thoughts unto me, 0 God! how great is the sum
of them!'; for this may have a wider application than that of
the members of the psalmist's physical body, and refer to
Christ and His book also-the Lamb's book of life, in which
all His members are written.

To be in Christ by eternal decree means that we cannot
look back to a time when we were not in Christ, for such is
the infinite knowledge of God that His will concerning His
Son and those who are the members of His church has always
been known to Him.

We are in Christ by a royal decree. This does not mean that
there are two decrees, one eternal and the other royal; but
that the one decree is both eternal and royal. It is royal by
reason of the King who made it; and it is so by reason of the
people for whom it was made, for of them it is written, 'Ye
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation,
a peculiar people: that ye should show forth the praises of
Him who hath called you out of darkness into His mar
vellous light'. (1 Peter 2: 9)

Consider, then, the noble character of the King's decree
from the point of view of the character of the King who made
it, who is 'infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in His being,
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth', who
has infinite eternal love for His people, and who works all
things after the counsel of His own will, so that none can say
unto Him, What doest Thou? and none can make void His
decree regarding those who are in Christ.

We are in Christ by an unchangeable decree. This word
unchangeable is precious to the people of God, for without it
they would have little comfort in the present, and little hope
for the future. Men may look for security in change, but they
look in the wrong direction, for it is to be found not in the
things of time, but in those of eternity: 'Jesus Christ the same
yesterday, and today, and for ever'. (Hebrews 13 : 8)

To think of God changing His decree is to bring Him down
to the level of a man who is forced to change what he intended
to do because something has come to pass to hinder him of
which he had no previous knowledge.

But God is not like this. There is no reason why He should
change His mind about anything, for so infinite is His know
ledge that nothing can be added to it, and nothing taken
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away. He knows no more today that He knew yesterday, and
He will know no more tomorrow than He knows today. The
past, the present, and the future, are with Him as one eternal
now. And so He is eternally satisfied with those He has
decreed to be in Christ.

Believers are in Christ by the Father's choice.

From our point of view, choice implies a presentation to
the view of various things from which the choice may be
made. It also implies a freedom of will to choose what is
presented to the physical eye or to the eye of the mind.

That unbelievers are not able of their unenlightened natural
volition to make a choice of Christ to be their Saviour is seen
in the fact that 'the god of this world hath blinded the minds
of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them'.
(2 Corinthians 4 : 4). And so it must be that our choice of
Christ is the result of the Father's choice of us. 'We love Him,
because He first loved us'. (1 John 4: 19)

The Father chose believers in Christ. And so we read, in
Ephesians 1 : 3, 4, 'Blessed be the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ: according as He hath chosen us in
Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before Him in love'.

If a father, who is the natural head of his family, could
choose his children it would be his privilege to do so; but
what he cannot do, our heavenly Father has done, for He has
chosen His people in Christ from eternity.

To be chosen in Christ implies perfection, for no sin can be
in Christ. Our sin is in and of ourselves. And so when God
sees us as being in Christ, He sees us not as we are now, vile
and full of sin, but as we will be when Christ presents us to
His Father, without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.

An architect does not have his eye on the rough-hewn stone
taken from the quarry, but on the completed work when
everything is in its place with each stone chiselled to perfec
tion. God sees the future perfection of His spiritual house, of
which believers are living stones, of which house we read
in I Peter, where, writing of Christ and His church, the
apostle says, 'To Whom coming, as unto a living stone, dis
allowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, ye
also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God
by Jesus Christ'. (1 Peter 2: 4, 5)
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Believers are in Christ by reason of the Father's gift to the SOil.

Every believer is a precious part of the Father's gift to the
Son of a great multitude that no man can number from every
kindred and tongue and nation and people. And the Father
will see to it that the Son receives this gift whole and without
anyone missing, for, said the Son, 'All that the Father giveth
Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in
no wise cast out'. (John 6: 37)

The gifts of God have in them a unique feature that does
not necessarily belong to the gifts of men. When we give, we
part with a gift in such a way that in most cases the recipient
becomes the sole owner of the gift. But not so God. He is the
Giver of every good and perfect gift, but it is still His, and we
are accountable to Him for how we use it. And so, though the
Father has given an innumerable company of people to His
Son, they are still His; and they are His in a more particular
way, for those who were the Creator's by reason of creation
are now the Father's by reason of adoption. He has indeed
lost them as rebellious creatures, but He has found them
again as redeemed members of His family, with Christ as
their Brother. The Lord Jesus, in His prayer to the Father,
said, 'I pray for them: r pray not for the world, but for them
which Thou hast given Me; for they are Thine; and all Mine
are Thine, and Thine are Mine; and T am glorified in them'.
(John 17: 9,10)

Believers are in Christ by reason of union with Him.

We are in Christ by reason of the Father's decree, the
Father's choice, and by His gift to His Son of a people. But
all this was done for us before we were born. Tt happened way
back in eternity before the foundation of the world, so that
we can have no knowledge of these manifold blessings until
wc receive it from heaven.

This knowledge comes to us by the new birth. for we cannot
enter into our inheritance without it. How regeneration is
brought into being in the soul would be presumptuous to say,
for Jesus implied great mystery when He said to Nicodemus,
'The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and
whither it goeth; so is everyone that is born of the Spirit'.
(John 3 : 8) We do know, however, that the seed of the new
birth is the word of God, for we are 'born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth for ever'. (l Peter 1 : 23) We know
also that the new birth brings into actual being that union
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between Christ and ourselves for which we were predestinated
before the world was.

Though we hear the sound of the wind and c,:nnot probe
its mystery, we are aware of what it does. And though the
mystery of the new birth is beyond our comprehension. we
know its effects in the soul. We know that the babe in Christ
will desire the sincere milk of the word; that there will be in
him sorrow for sin. and a turning away from it. We know
also that a living faith will have Christ and His way of salva
tion in view, and just as Noah's dove could find no rest until
it returned again to the ark. so a living faith will give the soul
no rest until it finds its rest in Christ. These things are genuine
evidence that we are in Him.

Finally, the union between Christ and the believer cannot
be dissolved. It has in it an eternal, unalterable element.
Because of His infinite knowledge there never was a time when
God's decree concerning Christ and His church was not in
bei.ng. 'there i.s nothi.ng new with God, and nothing 01<1.

God is love, and the great purposes of His love are as
eternal as His being. Of His love to all who are in Christ,l-Ie
himself has said, 'As the Father hath loved Me, even so have
I loved you: continue ye in My love'. (John 15: 9) Nothing,
then, can sever this union between Him and us.

When the apostle Paul saw this, he went into an ecstasy of
joy, and exclaimed, 'Who shall seperate us from the love of
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ... Nay, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. For
1 am persuaded that neither death, nor life. nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord'. (Romans 8 : 35,37,38,39)
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SPEAK LORD
PAUL TUCKER

A series of addresses in which Christian doctrine and
practice are brought out through the close study of the Scrip
tures. This is a continuation of the series prepared and
published under the title 'Doctrinal Definitions'.

Read Genesis 14: 17-15 : 1; Exodus 12: 3-11,14; 1 Corin
thians 5: 6-8.

COlVIMUNION
MELCHIZEDEK AND THE PASSOVER

I. MELCHIZEDEK.

This precious ordinance has its roots in the Old Testament.
See Genesis 14; here is a foreshadowing of the Lord's Table.
Lot had separated himself from his uncle and finally had
settled in Sodom. A confederacy of kings went to battle against
the kings of the plain, and Sodom was overthrown and Lot
found himself a prisoner of war. Abraham then turned warrior
and he rescued the king of Sodom and his nephew Lot. Then
we read of this unusual character Melchizedek, king of Salem,
in verse 18. Salem is short for Jerusalem, and we read also
that he was not only a king but a priest of the most High God.
He had nothing to do with this confederacy of kings, nor with
this battle; he is singled out as distinct from it. Now in
Hebrews 7 we are told that Melchizedek is a Type of the
Lord Jesus Christ who is both King and Priest; He is our
Great High Priest, so that there is no doubt that the ministry
of Melchizedek in Genesis 14 is a foreshadowing of the High
Priestly Ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ. When Melchizedek
came w meet Abrah~m he offered him something to eat and
drink (verse 18). Immediately the very concept, bread and
wine. takes us to the Table. Here is an Old Testament antici
pation of the Lord's Table. Just as Melchizedek offered these
elements to Abraham, so the Lord Jesus Christ instituted the
Table of Remembrance.

(a) The ministry of the elements as a reminder of our
pilgrim journey. These two elements, bread and wine, are
really the basic elements of life, and they remind us of the
pilgrim journey upon which every believer is set. Abraham
was a traveller who pitched his tent and built his altar. He had
no permanent abode. So he was not supplied with elaborate
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victuals. He was given something suitable to a man who was
a pilgrim. This reminds us that when we come to the Lord's
Table, we are halting in the wilderness of this world and the
Lord is refreshing us as we journey onwards. We are always
looking forward to the coming of the Lord Jesus. The bread
and wine remind us of the transient character of our earthly
life.

(b) The ministry of the elements as refreshment to the
weary. Abraham had just been engaged in a very difficult
battle. The odds had been against him numerically. He was
stained with the dust of warfare. He was a tired man, and now
at this point of physical exhaustion this king-priest, Melchi
zedek, comes forward and offers to him the bread and wine of
invigoration and refreshment. This also is an aspect of the
Lord's Table. We come to this Table often conscious that we
are doing battle in the world; we come stained, very often; we
come as those who have succumbed to temptation, weary in
the fight, and the gracious hand of our Saviour offers to us
these emblems to remind us that there are hidden reinforce
ments in the grace of God that can sustain and enable us to
overcome in all the difficult circumstances of life.

(c) The ministry of these elements as a warning against
temptation. Notice that Melchizedek intercepted the king of
Sodom who was coming to Abraham to reward him for his
kindness; he wanted to offer Abraham the loot and spoil, and
it would be a great temptation to Abraham. Genesis 14: 17,
18. Melchizedek, however, got there first with superior gifts;
he had the bread and wine to offer in a ministry of warning; it
was to warn Abraham not to be influenced by the attractions
of Sodom. He had renounced them on one occasion, it would
be very easy now to be overtaken by the temptation to take
some of this loot. The table is meant to remind us that we are
not of the world, but are to be fed with heavenly manna and
spiritual fare. Melchizedek did not offer the bread and wine
to Lot. Lot was there, although we are told in the New Testa
ment that Lot was a believer; he was a righteous man, but
there was no communion for him because he was out of fellow
ship with the Lord; he was going back to Sodom in spite of
this Divine intervention. The carnal Christian never learns by
his mistakes. The backslider has no right to come to the Table
of the Lord. See 1 Corinthians 10 : 21,22.

n. THE PASSOVER.

This is directly connected with the Table of Communion.
The Lord Jesus Christ instituted the Lord's Supper at the
eating of the Passover. See Matthew 26: 26, 27. 'As they were
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eating'. Now what were they eating? They were partaking of
the actual Passover, and out of that Passover feast emerged
the Lord's Table. In fact, our Lord took hold of the very
emblems that were connected with the Passover. The loaf of
bread was used in the Passover. So it was while the Lord was
engaged in partaking of the Passover that He took bread
belonging to the Passover and used it to bring in this new feast
of remembrance. The wine was used at the Passover. The cup
was used on three occasions. and on the last occasion it was
called the 'cup of blessing' because there was a special prayer
of thanksgiving given for the cup on the third occasion. Paul
actually takes the w0fds that belong to the Passover and
applies them to the communion. 1 Corinthians 10: 16; 5 : 7,8.
The Passover is an actual Type of the Lord's Supper. I want
us now to draw certain analogies from the Passover and the
Lord's Table.

(a) They are spoken of as a 'feast' (Exodus 12 : 14). Simi
larly the Lord's Supper is a feast. 'Let us keep the feast.' 'This
do in remembrance of Me.' (A memorial feast). It is a Royal
feast. for we come at the invitation of the king; and it is a
marriage feast, for it reminds us that the Lord has betrothed
us to Himself for ever.

(h) They both refer to the Lamh. In Exodus 12: the blood
of thc lamb procured the safety of the Israelites and the lamb's
flesh sustained their lives. The lamb was killed and its blood
was caught in a basin so that it might be sprinkled upon the
doorposts and lintels. Then the lamb itself was eaten by the
people. verses 7, 8. Now is not this very true of the Lord's
Table? It is the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ that effects our
justification and salvation, 'When T see the blood I will pass
over you.' Every believer who is in Christ is redeemed by the
blood and delivered from the wrath to come, but we are also
sustained by the life of the Christ whose blood has justified us.

Tot only is the belicver saved through the precious blood of
Christ, but the life of Christ is imparted to the believer as the
strength of the believer's life. Read Exodus 12: 11. We are
reminded of our Lord's own words when He said, 'Except ye
eat my \'Ies'n ana Mm'\\. my l:)\ooo. you nave no )')'i:e in you'.
There is reference here to the eating of the lamb. Tn verse 4
(R.S.V). 'According to what eaeh can eat'. We are not told
how much faith a man needed in order to be saved. However
trembling or weak his faith, because he took God as His Word
and sprinkled the blood on the doorposts and lintel. he was
saved. Tt is not the degree of our faith, but the object of our
faith that saves us. A little faith in a mighty Saviour will save
a man. When it comes to our spiritual appetite as Christians,
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that is something different. Spiritual appetites differ even as
they differ in the physical realm (see verse 4). The more we
feed upon Christ in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving, the
stronger we shall become. We are told several things about the
eating of this lamb.

1. It was not to be eaten ruw; it was to be roast with fire.
Verses 8, 9. Fire in Scripture is often a symbol of the holiness
and justice of God. This lamb had been roast with fire, and it
reminds us that the atonement was an expiatory death, a penal
death. The fire of God's holiness and outraged justice against
sin was brought to bear upon the Lord Jesus Christ, the
sinner's Substitute. His soul was made an offering for sin. In
the Old Testament the fire always consumed the sacrifice, but
in the atonement offered by our Lord Jesus, the sacrifice con
sumed the fire and the utmost requirements of God's holiness
were met and vindicated in the atoning work of our Lord
Jesus Christ. When we come to this Table we are primarily
celebrating and remembering the death of One who was
delivered for our benefit and raised again for our justification.

2. The whole of the lamb was to be eaten, not a part of it.
Verses 9, 10. The head speaks of wisdom and knowledge, the
legs speak of walk (the pathway a person treads), and the
inward parts speak of the affections and emotions. When we
come to the Table it is the Lord Jesus who offers us the bread
and says 'This is My Body', all of it; 'This is My Blood', all
of it; all of you drink it. The whole of Christ is for the believer.
The wisdom of Christ is ours, His example of good and His
love are ours. This is emphasised, no portion of the lamb was
to be left, and if they could not eat it all, then they were to
burn and to consume what was not eaten (verse 10). God was
not willing that defiled hands be laid upon any part of this
lamb. After these Israelites had gone through the Red Sea.
Egyptians would come into their dwellings and they might find
parts of the lamb lying around, and they, unregenerate people,
would eat it and have no idea as to its deep spiritual meaning
and significance. As we come to this Table, we know that the
unbeliever, however well-meaning he may be, can never really
appreciate Christ. So this Table is not for the unbeliever. See
Exodus 12 : 43,44. A person outside the covenant, not a Jew,
could not partake of this lamb, but if a Gentile embraced the
Jewish faith and had the mark of circumcision in his body,
having been brought into the benefits of the Covenant, then
he could come to partake of the Passover. The clear teaching
of the New Testament is that a man is to examine himself
before he comes to this Table to see whether he is in the faith.

3. They both have a certain bittemess. This Passover cele-
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bration was to be eaten with bitter herbs (verse 8). The main
meal was the lamb. A one-year-old male lamb, without
blemish, would be very sweet and tasty; but accompanying the
sweetness of the lamb there was the bitterness of these herbs,
acting as a kind of savoury. There was the element of sweet
ness, but also of bitterness. These people had been in bitter
bondage prior to their deliverance by the blood of the lamb.
So that whenever you partake of this Passover, this ordinance,
it is with bitter herbs that you are to eat it. When we come to
the Lord's Table there should be the element of sweetness and
the element of bitterness. We come rejoicing that 'we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ'. There is also
the element of bitterness, the reminder that it is our sin that
took Him to the cross; the reminder, too, of the rebellion of
our hearts prior to our conversion, that there was a time when
we were at enmity against God, when we had no time for God
or the glory of God. We had a hostile nature; we were by
nature children of wrath even as others, and this element of
bitterness, this sense of contrition and humility should charac
terise our participation of the Lord's Table. Then when we
look at our failure to grow in grace and the times we have dis
honoured Him, even since our conversion, and even between
the two occasions of coming to the Table. The times when we
have succumbed to temptation, the times we have let Him
down. This element of bitterness should be with us to remind
us of His agony and His bloody sweat; to remind us of the
Godlessness and hostility of our own hearts until the grace of
God reached us.

Cain's envy hatched murder.-WM. GURNALL.

Other men's welfare is the envious man's wound.-WM.
JENKYN.

o that the Lord Himself would come into the battlefield!
Long has the fight been trembling in the balance; one glance
of His eye, one word from His lip, and the banners at victory
shall be borne on the breeze.-c. H. SPURGEON.

When you find a preacher making the Gospel small by
degrees and beautifully less till there is not enough left to
make soup for a sick grasshopper, get you gone!-C. H.
SPURGEON.
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LOST HORIZONS (2)
H. M. CARSON

'And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end
come.' (Matthew 24 : 14). And Mark has his version of the
statement-'And the gospel must first be published among all
nations.' (Mark 13 : 10).

In these articles we are considering the missionary respon
sibility of the Church; the task which Christ has laid upon His
Church to take the gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth.
We have looked at this against the background of the present
urgent needs in many places overseas, and have considered
the kind of church which produces and sends missionaries,
and which supports them. In continuing the same theme in
this article, we shall examine the relationship between the
great truth of the Second Coming of Christ and the Church's
missionary responsibility.

I
In Matthew, chapter 24, Christ speaks about His coming

again, and of those events which shall precede His coming.
He speaks of famine, earthquakes, wars and rumours of wars;
also about the condition of affairs in the Church-false christs
arising, false prophets who shall deceive, if it were possible,
the very elect; a condition of spiritual decline with error
abounding on every hand, and with the Church in a state of
apostasy. But then He adds a further preliminary: 'And this
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for
a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.'

Thus we learn from the Lord Himself that the missionary
outreach of the Church of Christ, the spread of the gospel to
the far ends of the earth, is one of the essential preliminaries
in the providence of God to the Second Coming of Christ.
These two truths are in fact closely knit together, and the
Lord states them in terms of two necessities. The Second
Coming is certainly a necessity. There is an inevitability about
it, for it is the great event towards which the whole Church of
Christ looks forward. History will not simply go on and on
or peter off into meaninglessness: it moves towards God's
great climax when Christ shall come in power and great glory.

But this preaching of the gospel and missionary outreach to
the far ends of the earth is spoken of in the same inevitable
way. There is a necessity about it too. Mark puts it in these
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terms: 'It must be preached unto all the nations.' And when
Matthew gives his version there is surely this element of
necessity in the statement. This gospel shall be preached, there
is no doubt about that; it shall reach to the uttermost parts
of the earth, and witness shall be born to all the nations.

Today, of course, when there are men and women of many
tribes and tongues right across the globe praising the Saviour,
the statement may not seem so shattering. But what a tre
mendous statement it was when the Lord made it to a hand
ful of Jews, who had never moved very far from their own
native towns and villages, and whose world was largely cir
cumscribed by the boundaries of their own small land. To
them He said, 'This gospel shall be preached, it shall be given
to the nations'; and only when it has been given to the nations,
shall the Lord come back again.

So we look at these twin necessities-the inevitable spread
of the gospel and the inevitable coming again of the Lord
Jesus Christ. But why is it inevitable that the gospel should
thus be spread to the far ends of the earth before Christ
comes again? It is because of what is involved in what is
described here as 'the gospel of the kingdom'. It is the gospel
which speaks about the King, the Lord's anointed King. Go
back to the Old Testament and listen to the Old Testament
Scriptures as they speak about the coming of the Messiah in
terms of One who will be coming, and who is to be a Prophet,
Priest and King. Indeed the Old Testament's great proclama
tion was that the Messiah was coming, the Lord's anointed
One, and in Him the sovereignty of Jehovah would be per
fectly embodied; He would be the Messianic King.

Then when you open your New Testament and turn to the
nativity stories, you find the familiar story of the coming of
the wise men, and their question: 'Where is he that is born
King of the Jews? for we have seen His star in the east, and
we have come to worship Him.' They were looking for a
kingly figure. When John the Baptist inaugurated his ministry,
which was the immediate preparation for the Messiah, he
preached the gospel of the Kingdom: 'Repent for the kingdom
is at hand; the King is about to manifest Himself.' And when
Jesus Himself began His public ministry it was the gospel of
the Kingdom which He declared. Finally when you look at
the climax of God's purposes in the Book of Revelation, how
is Christ presented? He is King of kings and Lord of lords,
and the ultimate purpose of God is that the kingdoms of this
world shall become the Kingdom of our God and of His
Christ and He shall reign for ever and ever.
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Thus, because this gospel speaks of the reign of Christ, it is
inevitable that it shall be declared to the ends of the earth
before this Kingdom reaches its consummation. The King
must exercise a sway and extend His domain to its utmost
bounds. So, says Christ, this is the gospel which speaks of the
sovereign rule of the Redeemer, and as such it must be
declared to the nations of the earth.

But there is also another reason why this missionary out
reach of the Church of Christ is inevitable. It is because of
the purposes of God. When you turn to the Old Testament,
and indeed continue to study right through Scripture, you find
the dominant note is that of choice or election. Choice,
election, God calling: this is written right across Scripture. But
this choice is something which has to be realised. God sets
His eternal choice upon men and women and He calls them
to Himself and the means whereby He calls them in is the
preaching of the Word.

'It pleased God,' says Paul writing to the Corinthians, 'to
save them that believe.' God then has a great purpose to call
in His elect from the far ends of the earth, as we see from
the vision of heaven in the Book of Revelation where there
are men and women from every tribe and nation gathered in
from amongst the great company of the redeemed before the
throne praising the Father and blessing the Lamb who liveth
for ever and ever. Thus if God has set His choice upon men
and women in every tribe and nation and if the means
whereby they are called is the preaching of the Word, then
quite clearly this outreach with the gospel to the utmost
bounds of the earth is an inevitable preliminary to the final
gathering in of the elect which is to precede the coming day
of Christ.

The Apostle Peter takes up the same theme. He speaks
about it in terms of the patience and the long-suffering of
God. He was facing unbelievers in his day, just as we con
stantly face unbelievers in our own day, who question this
whole matter of the Second Coming, and say, 'Where is the
promise of his coming? Everything is going on as usual; you
Christians are talking about the coming of Christ; nothing
seems to be happening.' To them Peter comes back with this
argument: 'The Lord is not slack concerning His promise.'
'God is longsuffering, He is not willing that any should perish.'
The elect must come in. To quote Christ's own words, 'All
that the Father giveth me shall come to me'-not one of the
elect shall be lost. Until that day comes when the last one of
them has been gathered in, God will withhold His hand.
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Christ will come but God in His longsuffering to us, His
people, is not willing that any should perish, and will continue
to reach out with this gospel until each one has been brought
in.

II
When Paul writes to the Corinthians he says: '... now is

the accepted time; behold now is the day of salvation'. And
this is the glory about the gospel, this is why missionaries go
out to take this gospel to the ends of the earth-because this
is the day of grace; this is the day in which God is speaking
graciously to men; this is the day in which salvation is being
freely offered. But the day of grace does not stretch into an
indefinite future. Christ speaks about His second coming as
the end of the gospel age. There will come a day when there
will be no further m.issionary endeavour, no more evangelistic
enterprise, no further call to the unconverted; it will be the
end and the day of grace will have reached its final point. It
will be a sombre day for men; it will be the day that the Lord
Jesus described in some of His parables, when the door is
shut and outside there is weeping and wailing and gnashing
of teeth; the day when men and women redeemed from every
nation are brought into the light of heaven and outside there
is unutterable darkness.

But the Second Coming is the end in another sense. in that
it is the conclusion of all Christ's great works. For the gospel
is not a religious theory or speculation, but is rooted in solid
historical facts. Tt speaks about One who was born of the
Virgin Mary, whose birth was recorded in a certain place, at
a certain time; it speaks about a real Man who lived in
Nazareth and went out healing, doing good, and preaching.
It speaks about a Man who actually died on a cross at one
precise point in history, who actually and literally rose again
from the dead and who was seen after His resurrection by His
disciples. It speaks of One who ascended into heaven, who
was taken up from earth and received at the Father's right
hand. And the Second Coming of Christ is presented to us in
Scripture in precisely the same terms. It is not some spiritual
or mystic event but a literal historical event; indeed it is the
final event towards which the whole of history points. So when
the disciples stood on the Mount of Olives, after Christ had
ascended to Heaven, the angelic messenger came with a clear
word from God: 'Thi~ same Jesus, the One whom you have
known. the One you saw hanging on the cross, the One who
rose from the dead, this same Jesus shall so come in like
manner as you have seen Him go.' It is to be the final great
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act of Christ in His ministry of redemption by which He
reaches and saves His people.

The Second Coming of Christ is the climax towards which
the whole purposes of God move. Indeed the coming again
of Christ is what gives meaning, ultimate meaning and sig
nificance to all that has gone before in His life. It is necessary
to accept this in order to have a full understanding of the
meaning of the Cross. When the Lord Jesus Christ hung in
the darkness of Golgotha, when to men he seemed to be an
abject failure, He was of course in His moment of supreme
triumph. You remember the shout of victory that rang out:
'It is finished!' The great sacrifice had been offered, the work
of salvation had been gloriously accomplished-finished com
pletely, perfectly! But there were many who failed to see that
it was complete; many for whom it requires the Second
Coming to declare and to demonstrate that that was no mere
shout on a dying man's lips, but was a cry that was fully
vindicated in the course of Heaven and will one day be vin
dicated before men. Finished-the Second Coming is God's
great public declaration to men that Calvary was a finished
work.

Again, it is the Second Coming of Christ which gives full
significance to the Ascension of the Lord. The Ascension
played a very prominent part in the preaching of the Apostles,
but there were many who were unprepared to accept the
apostolic testimony and who mocked and scoffed. There were
those indeed who were prepared to stone to death a man like
Stephen who was testifying to this truth. But the Second
Coming will be the great day when it will be made manifest to
men and women that He is a Prince and that He is God's
Saviour.

It also gives ultimate meaning to the day of Pentecost, that
great day in the history of God's people when the Holy Spirit
was poured out. What a day it was when the whole com
munity was transformed, when they became men full of
power, full of joy, going out to testify to the Saviour. B:Jt
there is coming a day when that which was in the mind of
God at Pentecost will find its fulfilment.

For what was the purpose of Pentecost, why was the Spirit
given? Well, turn to Christ's own words: 'The Spirit is
coming,' He said, 'and He shall glorify Me.' This was the
purpose of the outpouring of the Spirit-to glorify, to magnify
the Lord Jesus Christ. And that glorification of Christ will
only reach its consummation when Christ comes again. Right
down the centuries there have been many, a great multitude
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which no man can number, whose eyes have been opened by
the Spirit of God to see the glory of Christ. But there are still
very many blind to the truths concerning Him, oblivious of
the fact that He is God's anointed Saviour. 'But,' says the
Apostle Paul as he writes to the Philippians, 'there will come
a day when all this shall be changed. In that day every knee
shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord.' For some it will be the glad and joyful confession of
men and women who have known the power of Christ in their
lives; for others it will be the bitter remorse of those who
realise that for too long they have ignored this gospel and
now they see this Christ, not as the returning Saviour but as
their Judge.

111
It is possi ble to accept the orthodox position concerning the

Second Coming and really to reflect very little difference in
our lives. It is constantly our trouble. We are impeccably
orthodox, we can sign the doctrinal basis, but so often it
seems to make very little difference to us. As far as the New
Testament believers were concerned, the Second Coming was
not merely the last point in the doctrinal basis which they had
to sign. It was the great truth which dominated their whole
living and thinking. It was the truth that dominated them
when they met around the Lord's table: 'As often as ye eat
this bread and drink this cup you show forth the Lord's death
till He come.' I wonder whether our communion services are
vibrant with this hope. I feel that all too often they are just
one more service. When these early believers met, their com
munion feast was a prelude to the marriage supper of the
Lamb. This thinking affected their daily living; it was the
greatest incentive to holiness. Isn't this what Paul means when
he writes to the Romans: 'It is high time to awake out of
sleep for now is our salvation nearer than when we first
believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand, let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness and put on the armour
of light.' Why? Because Christ is coming; and since Christ
is coming we must live as men and women whose holiness of
life will be. such as will stand the scrutiny of His gaze in the
day of His appearing.

This also gave effect to the early Christians' witness. These
men and women were missionary minded. Why? Because all
the time. as far as they were concerned, on the near horizon
was the coming of Christ. Oh. say the critics, you can see how
these New Testament writers were mistaken for they thought
He was coming in their generation. Not a bit of it! These
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New Testament writers had this conviction that because the
timing of Christ's return was hidden in the mystery of God's
dealings you could never say when it would happen, but every
age must live as those who are waiting for His imminent
return. They were men and women who were dominated by
the conviction: 'Christ is coming back and therefore we must
go out with the gospel.'

If you believe in the Second Coming you ought to be mis
sionary minded; if you believe that Christ is coming again,
your whole thinking should be dominated by this concern to
get the gospel out to the uttermost bounds of the earth.

Because this missionary outreach is a preliminary to the
Second Coming of Christ, we are to be concerned with this
preaching. We are to be concerned with this outreach because,
as Peter pointed out in IT Peter 3: 'We are to hasten the day
of the Lord.' Now someone says at once, 'How can you
hasten the day of the Lord?' Surely nothing that we can do
will alter the timing of that day. But Peter says: 'We hasten
the day of the Lord.' Let me use an analogy. The Lord right
back in the Old Testament gave the word of promise con
cerning the harvest: 'While the earth remaineth, seed time
and harvest shall not fail.' But that does not absolve the
farmer from his responsibility. If a farmer with some kind
of superficial piety sits in his armchair waiting for the
promises of God to be fulfilled, well, his neighbours will enjoy
the promises and he will have the weeds. There will be
nothing on his farm. God, who predestines the ends, also
predestines the means to the ends, and a God who gives us a
clear word concerning the harvest is the God who says: 'Six
days shalt thou labour', and the means to the gathering in of
the harvest is the toil of the farmer.

The same is surely true in this matter. God has a great
end in view, the Second Coming of Christ. The preliminary
to that is the taking of the gospel to the ends of the earth, and
the means to that is the faithfulness of His people, so that
they indeed have a part in the purpose of God, hastening that
day by their reaching out with the gospel. If like the lazy
farmer a church is remiss as far as its responsibilities are
concerned, the purposes of God will still go forward for the
gospel must be proclaimed. But God may remove a church;
yes, a church renowned for its orthodoxy can still be put to
one side. To use the imagery in the Book of Revelation, the
candlestick may be removed because instead of real light
there is just a glimmering flame. We need to be careful; we
need to humble ourselves before God in this matter. God
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will reach out to the nations; He will send His gospel, but it
may be that some of us may be discarded as failing in our
responsibility. This gospel must and shall be preached, but
the question is: Are we in any way measuring up to our
responsibility to be involved in this missionary outreach?

This is a great privilege of course; what a privilege it is to
be caught up in the eternal purposes of God. How it trans
forms every gift you give for the support of a missionary. But
it is also a solemn responsibility. When the Lord spoke about
His coming again, He said: 'Let your loins be girded about,
and your lights burning; and ye yourselves like unto men that
wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding .. .'
Will He find us watching; will He find us waiting; will He
fmd us hastening the day of the Lord? 1f the Lord were to
\OOK as some ot our personal fmancia) statements ot the
amount of money we give to missionary endeavour and the
amount we spend on unnecessary luxuries; if the Lord surveys
our times of quiet to see how much heart anguish there is for
the brethren overseas; if the Lord looks at our churches to
see the kind of converts we are producing, whether we are
producing them at all or not; well I wonder, could we face
the returning Lord unashamedly?

Oh, may God grant that our belief in the Second Coming
may not merely be one which is outward; may it be for us
the great truth which has gripped the people of God down the
centuries, and in times of awakening has loomed large in their
thinking. May He open our eyes now to see the fields, white
unto harvest. May God deliver us from the lethargy and the
complacency which grips so many of us, and arouse us from
our self-centredness and concern with our own affairs. May
God so dominate our thinking by the glory of the coming of
Christ that we may be involved heart and soul and pocket in
this outreach with the gospel of Christ.

For this gospel shall be preached unto all the nations, and
then, praise our God, shall the end come and Christ shall come
in power and glory. May we in that day be unashamed and
glad and ready to greet our King at His appearing.

If I never spoke of hell, I should think that I had kept back
something that was profitable and should look on myself as an
accomplice of the deviT.-BISHOP J. C. RYLE.

Error viten borrows the terminology vi truth for its own
ends.-THoMAs ARNOLD of Rugby.
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For Younger Readers
DA VID LIVINGSTONE 11
I hope that you all read the first article on the life of

Livingstone. I also hope that at least some of you read Mr
Cat'son's sermon on the missionary duty of the church.

In this issue, not only can you read another sermon by Mr.
Carson connected with this subject, but you can also read
about a modern missionary as well. You will find the story
of his life and work in 'From the Front Line'.

In the first article on Livingstone, the great missionary who
died over a hundred years ago, we followed his footsteps from
Blantyre in Scotland to Chonuane in Africa. There he met
Chief Sechele, who became a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Another chief whom Livingstone met was called Sebituane.
He had come up from the South while still young, and had
become the greatest chief for many miles around. When
Sebituane heard that a white man was near, he travelled
south about a hundred miles to meet him. They met on an
island in the middle of a wide river where Sebituane had
placed himself with his principal men. The Africans were
singing when the missionary arrived, and the newcomer was
reminded of church music which he had known at home. As
the voices died away, Sebituane extended a warm welcome to
the first white man whom he had ever seen. Thus began a
friendship which became very deep, but which did not last
long. Not long after, Sebituane became ill. On the Sabbath
on which he died the missionary took his little son, Robert,
and went to see him. The black doctors were around his bed,
and when Livingstone spoke of life after death one of them
said, 'Why do you speak of death? Sebituane will never die.'
The Chief himself, however, realised the truth when he said,
"r am done.' Livingstone commended the dying man to the
mercy of God and left.

The next chief of the Makololo was Sebituane's daughter,
but after a time she decided she did not wish to rule the tribe
and made her brother chief instead. His name was Sekeletu,
and though Livingstone never admired him as much as his
father. he was helpful to the missionary in many ways. Some-
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times Livingstone would find time to sit and read in the
shade of a large tree. If he did so someone was almost sure to
come up ann aSKior the use OInlS nirrror.ine ArflCansnaa
never seen a mirror before, and their comments as they looked
at one for the first time were very funny. Of course they
thought Livingstone was absorbed in his book and was not
hearing what they said. 'Is that me?' one would exclaim.
'What a big mouth I have!' ... 'My ears are as big as
pumpkin leaves!' ... 'I have no chin at all!' ... 'People say
I am ugly, and how very ugly I am indeed!'

However there was little time to be spent in reading books
or in watching others looking in a mirror. Livingstone had to
move on. He had decided that he would now find a way from
Central Africa to the West Coast. This involved a journey of
thousands of miles along a path that no white man had ever
trod before. But Livingstone felt that he must make the
journey. He wished to open up a path between Central Africa
and the coast, and also to find a healthy spot where a mission
could be established in these parts. It was too dangerous a
journey for his wife and children, so he first took them down
to Cape Town and bade them a sad farewell as they sailed
away on a boat for England.

Returning to Sekeletu's land, Livingstone prepared to set
out on his long, long trek. He did not take too much with
him, as he felt it would only prove a burden by the way.
Sekeletu himself came with the missionary for the first part
of the journey. This made it easier for the stranger as all knew
the ehief, and had to provide food for himself and for all with
him. At last Sekeletu had to turn back and let his white
friend go on without him. However he sent orders ahead
which paved the way for the traveller: 'The doctor must not
be allowed to become hungry.'

What must have been the feelings of Livingstone as he
travelled on, month after month, to the orth and West: 0

white man had seen these sights before, and to the missionary
every view taught him more of the glory of God in creation.
To the Africans the sight of a white man passing through their
country was strange indeed. They had been told that the
white man came 'out of the sea', meaning that he had come to
Africa by boat. But the natives in Central Africa believed
that Livingstone really lived in the sea, and that this explained
why his hair was long and straight, while theirs was short and
curly.

David described the wonderful views which he saw on this
trip-the mighty rivers which he navigated. the rolling plains
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which he crossed, the gigantic trees which he passed under,
the thick jungle through which he fought his way. Of the
many insects which Livingstone studied, perhaps the most
interesting were the ants. You remember that the Bible tells us
to consider the ways of the ant and to learn wisdom from her.
In one part that Livingstone passed through there grew tall
grass. At a certain time of year the land here was flooded
with water from an overflowing river. Here the ants built
little earthen houses at the head of the grass stems during the
time of year when the earth was dry. Then when the floods
came, the ants climbed up the stalks and took refuge in their
skyscraper houses. No doubt as the missionary saw these
wonderful little homes, he thought of how safe believers in
Christ will be when the floods of God's judgment sweep over
the world. They will be hid in Him as their heavenly refuge
and will never be lost as those outside Christ will be.

Another kind of ant which Livingstone found further west
was a red variety. He first met this kind when he accidentally
stepped on one of their nests. Instantly the ants had raced up
his legs and were biting him all over. The white ants are
the most common, and Livingstone studied their ways most
closely. These ants live on grass and wood, as the red ants
live on meat. At a given signal they all run out of their nests
in search of grass, and for hours or even days they will work
without stopping, cutting the grass into lengths and dragging
it to their nests.

Livingstone once had a bundle of grass spread out as a
mattress where the ground was quite bare. But a colony of
some ants nearby must have been needing some grass, as the
mattress was hardly prepared when they all issued from their
nests and kept the poor traveller awake with their nibbling
all through the night. The white ants live underground, and
sometimes when they have to move above ground they con
struct long tubes to walk through as a protection against
birds. Watching them at work on such a tube, Livingstone
noted that they kept time in their work. When they wanted to
beat the side of their tunnel smooth, they all beat heavily
together three or four times, making a sound like the patter of
heavy raindrops on a window-pane. All these insects had
their own work to do, as Livingstone could see, and how he
admired the wisdom of the Creator in it all!

Many were the exciting moments of this long journey to
the West. Over part of the route Livingstone and his men had
to wade across flooded valleys with the water as high as a
man's chin. When they came to one river they discovered a
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bridge, but those who crossed by it found that even then the
water was up to the chest. Some preferred to cross by a less
usual method--1lolding on to the tails of the oxen as they
swam across. This was what Livingstone meant to do, but
before he could dismount, his steed charged into the water
after his companions. The rider had no time to get hold of
anything, and was thus left to swim alone to the opposite
bank. As he reached the other side, he felt one arm grasp his
hand and another hold him round the waist. It was only then
he realised that his men had been panic-stricken at seeing
him fall into the water. They did not know that he could
swim, and were terrified that he should drown. As the mis
sionary struggled up the bank and looked back to see twenty
men swimming anxiously to his aid, his heart filled with
gratitude for their love to him. At the next village the natives
tried to frighten the travellers with stories of deep rivers they
had yet to cross. But Livingstone's men only laughed, saying,
'We can all swim. Who carried the white man across the river
hut himself?'

The ox which Livingstone rode at this time was called
Sinbad. and this was his steed for almost all of the journey
to the coast and back. He was a very bad tempered ox and
often gave his rider trouble by the way. But Sinbad was not
so great a worry as some people were, as Livingstone got
nearer to the coast. These tribes were suspicious of him and
would have killed him jf they could. On one occasion some
natives picked a quarrel with the travellers and surrounded
them. brandishing their swords. Livingstone calm!y sat down
on a stool and persuaded the chief of the opposite party to
sit down as well. When he had discovered the excuse for the
quarrel, he tried to make up by handing over a shirt, then
some beads, then a large handkerchief. But the more he gave.
the more they demanded, and at one point a young man made
a rush at David's head from behind. When presented with the
open end of a gun barrel, however, he retreated. After arguing
with his opponents for some time, Livingstone eventually said
it was obvious they had come for a fight, and that therefore
they would have to begin it, and bear the guilt before God.
It was a very brave thing to say because he knew that if they
did begin, they would begin with him. After saying this,
Livingstone remained silent for a time, holding the double
harrelled gun which lay across his knees. The silence must
have seemed very long, but at last it was broken by the visit
ing chief who protested that he must have some proof of
Livingstone's friendship before he would accept it. At this



The Gospel Magazine 283

Livingstone gave him an ox and the threat of bloodshed thus
passed away.

The route which Livingstone was following took him to
Portuguese West Africa. The border of this country was about
three hundred miles inland from the coast, so that he met
Portuguese officials long before he arrived at his destination.
The first place where he met them was at a village called
Cassange where he was asked for his passport. The comman
dant of the outpost kindly asked the weary travellers to
supper, and Livingstone gladly agreed. For over a week he
had eaten nothing but a kind of flour. Also he was recovering
from one of his many bouts of fever, so the others at the
table that evening must have wondered at the visitor's
appetite.

But Cassangc was not the coast, so Livingstone had to press
on. Then, three hundred miles later, the sea stretched out
before his eyes at the coast-town of Loanda. And there were
ships on the sea-cruisers of the British Navy. Some of them
put in to the harbour, and Livingstone was urged by his
fellow-countrymen to come with them on the voyage home.
[t was a tempting offer. but it was refused. How could
Livingstone forsake his Makololo when they depended on
him to see them safely back to Sekeletu?

The sights of Loanda filled the Makololo with awe. They
gazed at the tall buildings and wondered how huts could be
built on top of one another like that. They thought of each
storey as a separate hut, and could not understand how the
people lived in the hut above, with the roof of the hut below
coming up through the floor. Another cause of wonder was
the British ships. They especially enjoyed hearing and seeing
the cannon put into action, and when they came to land again
they said 'It is not a canoe at all; it is a town!'

The journey back from the coast was just as adventurous
as the journey there had been. There were dangers from
animals and dangers from war-like tribes. However in the
end they arrived among Sekeletu's people once more, and
great was the welcome they received. They were looked on
almost with awe, as men who had risen from the dead. Long
before now, the most hopeful of the Makololo at home had
despaired of ever seeing them again. The day after their
arrival in the homeland was kept as a day of thanksgiving to
God for his wonderful care. All along the last part of their
route home the people flocked out to see them and to shower
them with gifts. Livingstone repaid them in the only way
possible-by telling them about God's unspeakable gift to
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sinners in the death of his Son. Huge crowds came to hear
him, and he was glad that he made the journey for this reason
alone, that after he returned more people came out to hear
him preach. When they at last got home to Linyanti where
Sekeletu was, words failed to express the joy of both parties
at the reunion. They had been separate for almost two years.
and an the talk was of the lands which the travellers had
passed through and the sights which they had seen. And
always the climax to the story was something like this: 'We
were marching along with our father, believing that what the
ancients had told us was true. that the world had no end.
But all at once the world said to us "I am finished; there is no
more of me".'

INWARD PEACE

'My peace I give unto you' (John 14 : 27).

Our Lord Jesus Christ has given to us His own deep peace.

This is the peace which kept Him so quiet and calm when He
faced difficult situations and difficult men. It is the peace which
enabled Him to be silent when misrepresented and to speak
calmly whenever He did speak. He gives this peace to us
gladly and generously and continuously, and not as the world
gives.

But gifts must not only be given, they must also be received.

Martha was apparently too busy to receive the gift and became
fussy about details, while Mary took time to learn and to take
the Master's peace. And He would have us follow Mary in this
respect.

We are intended to enjoy the peace, His peace, now in this
world. We shall not be exempt from the trials and troubles of
the world; indeed, just because we are Christians and walking
contrary to current views and fashions, we may be the more
sure to have them. But with the tribulation we shall have the
peace and this the world cannot hinder, it is the Lord Himself
who gives it.

This peace is not only His and His to give to His own, but
it is enjoyed only in Himself. That is to say, this blessed gift
is not to be possessed apart from Himelf. Only as we abide
in Him shall we realise the peace which passeth understanding
and which guards both the heart and mind. In this disturbed
and fretful age it is above all things necessary that we know
Christ's own peace; let us therefore take the gift and bless the

Giver. FRED MITCHELL.
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THE LIFE OF JOHN KNOX. Thomas M'Crie. Free Pres
byterian Publications. 290 pp. Pbk. £1.80.

Despite the passage of time, this early nineteenth-century
biography of Knox by Dr. M'Crie remains the leader in the
field. The author is described in the Foreword as one of the
best historians that Scotland has produced and in writing of
Knox, whom he greatly admired, he issued a classic biography.
In addition, M'Crie possessed a very beautiful style of writing,
so that one learns not only history from this volume but how
history and biography ought to be written!

In an extremely helpful Foreword, Mr. John M. Sin1pson,
M.A., of the University of Edinburgh's Department of Scottish
History, shows how substantially correct M'Crie was through
out the book and corrects the few instances, notably with
regard to Knox's birthdate, where modem research has proved
him wrong.

Here we are introduced to a man of stature, an outstanding
theologian and leader of men, one who was dauntless in the
cause of Christ and 'who never feared the face of man'. Of
course, Knox was human too, and possessed his share of
human frailties, but one of the merits of this book is that it
makes no attempt to bide the fact.

Particularly moving is the account of Knox's death. When
Richard Barmatyne realised that the end was near and that the
Reformer could no longer speak, he asked Knox to give some
indication that he was dying in peace. 'Upon this, he lifted up
one of his hands, and sighing twice, expired without a struggle.'
'He died,' says M'Crie, ' .. not so much oppressed with years.
as worn out and exhausted by his extraordinary labours of
body and anxieties of mind.'

When Andrew Thomson and his colleagues were upholding
the standard of Christ against the Moderatism of their day-a
struggle that was to issue in the Disruption of 1843-this book
was used by God to spur them on. Says Dr. John Macleod in
his Scottish Theology: 'The appearance of the life of John
Knox from the pen of Thomas M'Crie was the signal for the
revival of an interest in the Reformation and, what was more,
in the Faith for which Knox and his successors fought'
(p. 256).

By all means buy this book and encourage others to read it.
It may be that God, who used it before to stir the hearts of
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His soldiers in the heat of battle, will employ it yet again to
strengthen our hearts in the midst of the present conflict.

ROBERT RODGERS.

THOUGHTS ON PREACHING. J. W. Alexander. Banller
of Truth Trust. 318 pp. £1.95.

Though Dr. Alexander taught for a time at Princeton (1849
51), with which the names of his father (Archibald) and
brother (Addison) are particularly linked, it was as a preacher
that he is known to the evangeLical world.

It had been his intention to publish a book on the subject
of preaching, and to this end he kept a journal in which he
recorded his 'thoughts' on that subject. Death, however, pre
vented the final composition of the book, but the 'thoughts'
were published posthumously with no attempt 'to arrange
them in the order of subjects'. Letters written by Alexander
to young ministers and articles on preaching submitted by him
to the religious press were added and give a more finished
appearance to the book.

An accomplished preacher who held several influential
pastorates. Alexander offers the reader his mature and seasoned
ideas on such subjects as Studies and Discipline of the
Preacher and Expository Preaching, and, for those with a
historical interest. The Pulpit in A ncient and Modern Times
and Eloquence of the French Pulpit. The author's scholarship,
whilst never thrust upon the reader, is nevertheless evident
from quotation and allusion and from his evident familiarity
with English, Scottish and Continental Church History. Men
tion of Scottish Church History leads us to bemoan the fact
that no explanatory note has been provided in connection with
Aaron's Rod Blossoming, a book with which we have been
familiar as from the pen of George Gillespie (as on p. 146).
We must confess to our shame. however, that of George
Hughes' work on Affliction, under the same title as Gillespie's
book, we know nothing (p. 142).

Though books on the subject of preaching are not exactly
scarce, it is always good to have the best, and we should not
like to be without Alexander.

Tn conclusion, the reviewer takes to heart Luther's advice to
young preachers translated by Dr. Alexander thus: 'Stand up
cheerily, speak up manfully, leave off speedily! '

ROBERT RODGERS.

GOSPEL GLEANINGS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 128 pp.
90p (Pbk). THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH. Thomas
Witherow. 91 pp. 60p (Pbk). Free Presbyterian Publications.

Recognising the great need for Christian literature designed
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for young people, the publishers have produced a very attrac
tive volume with almost thirty stories and anecdotes. Not only
will children enjoy these slories, but parents may well find it
a pleasant task to read them to their sons and daughters. For
the most part, though, the stories are about olden times and
are related in the language of bygone days, whereas it might
have been more beneficial if the volume had included more
up-to-date stories along the lines of 'Narratives of Mission
Life in Rhodesia' (pp. 17-20).

However, despite that minor criticism, we found this to be
a book we could recommend.

The second volume was written by Thomas Witherow,
Professor of Church History, Magee College, Londonderry,
during the latter half of last century. It is a vigorously-written
defence of Presbyterian Church polity and Witherow's fine.
manly style, always compelling and sometimes eloquent, is
employed to great effect.

The author deduces six principles of Church government
from Scripture and then proceeds to compare the various
systems-i.e. Prelacy, Independency and Presbytery-in order
to determine which is the Apostolic Church. The various
systems do, in fact, ascend in that order in the estimation of
the Professor. As far as he is concerned, prelacy is 'repugnant
to the Word of God' and therefore scores nil out of a possible
six. The difficulty for Anglicans is that Witherow's arguments
and logic appear to be incontrovertible. Independents. on the
other hand, may feel that he has done them something less
than justice, even though Witherow feels that they are half
way up the ladder and score three out of the possible six. For
example, he affirms that the Independents have not embodied
their views on Church government in any common formula
(p. 62) and goes on to deny that in those churches there is a
plurality of Elders (p. 63) who are ordained by the laying-on
of hands (p. 64). One wonders if the venerable Professor had
ever heard of the Savoy Declaration of 1658 or the Baptist
Confession of Faith of 1689, both of which expressly mention
the plurality of Elders and ordination by the laying-on of
hands. Certainly, reference to these documents would have
been infinitely preferable to consulting the works of Ralph
Wardlaw!

Needless to say, Witherow finds in the Presbyterian system
all six Biblical principles, and though we are compelled to
agree with him at almost every point, we cannot avoid the
impression that, in fact, he thought that system was well-nigh
infallible. Whilst many Independents will agree whole-hearted
Iy with his arguments for presbytery at the local level, they will
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not fail to notice that Witherow does rather flounder when it
comes to the matter of synods and General Assemblies.

Whatever one thinks of the author's position, however, one's
heart is bound to be stirred by reading the concluding chapter
entitled 'Practical Lessons'. With his strong emphasis upon the
primacy of the Word of God and his appeal to his feIlow
Presbyterians to be up and doing, he issues a timely message.

It's a pity the binding wasn't a bit stronger, as the volume
fell apart in the reviewer's hands during the short time
required to read the book. Yet this is a book to be read and
enjoyed again and again! ROBERT RODGERS.
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