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Recently we attended the funeral of a colleague in the ministry. 
There was an inevitable sadness about the occasion, but there was a 
gladness too. Shortly before he died he was heard to say. 'It won't be 
long now', Psalm 23 was sung by those standing around his bed, and 
he tried to join in the singing. At the last verse he raised his hand and 
smiled; evidently he knew that these words had a special meaning for 
him, Only a few minutes later he passed from partaking in the praises 
of the church on earth to join in the song of the redeemed above. 

One remarkable end about which the Old Testament teUs us is 
Jacob's. The strenuous activity of his early years is finished. More 
significantly, the carnal striving after earthly gain has passed away. 
This is where he takes his stand now: 'I have waited for thy salvation 
o Lord' (Gen. 49 : 18). He has come to realise that salvation is all of 
sovereign grace, and he has learned to wait in spiritual dependence on 
the Author of that salvation. 

Perhaps the most beautiful end described in the New Testament is 
Stephen's. The murderous activity of his enemies is contrasted with the 
stillness in which 'he fell asleep'. The hatred which caused his enemies 
to cast him out of this world is contrasted with the love which moved 
the Saviour to stand and receive him into Heaven. 

Whether it be sooner or later, 'what man is he that liveth and shall 
not see death?'. Whether it come suddenly as with Stephen, or peace
fully as with Jacob, it will come. The great matter is to live in a spirit 
of total dependence on the grace of God, as these two did. For those 
who say on this side of death, 'I have waited for thy salvation, 0 Lord', 
will say when they cross that line, 

lb, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this 
is the lbrd; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in 
his salvation. 

It is recorded concerning one at the martyrs that, when he was going !'''es-281 
~ ~:·'",t<.l;';; to the stake, a nobleman besought him in a compassionate manner to 

take care of his soul. 'So I will: he replied, 'for I give my body to bebddtJ{~ews- 284 
,>,;. '" <'" burnt rather than have my soul de!iled:-ARclffiISHOP SECKER. 
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Studies in Mark 
Chapter 3: 7-15 

The Pharisees were outraged at Christ's victory. He had exposed 
their hypocrisy, He had displayed a power which they did not have. 
This man would not play their game: He would not be drawn aside 
from His purpose. They had only one answer for such a man: He had 
to be destroyed. "- I 

Christ did not seek their esteem. But when the powerful parties of 
ecclesiastical politics began to plot His doom He withdrew for the 
time being from Capernaum. When the time would come, He would 
not be afraid to face them, but His time had not yet come. In any case 
the people might have freer access to Him in the country places than 
in the town. " 

What crowds they were that followed Him in these days! There were 
multitudes from Galilee itself, by whose lake He now walked. They 
were there also from Judaea in the south. especially from Jerusalem 
itself. But there were more in the crowd than Jews. They were there 
from Idumea, or Edom. in the south east, where the descendants of 
Esau lived. They were there from Perea, the land that lay beyond 
Jordan. They were also down from Syria. for Matthew says that even 
before this stage His fame had spread across that country to the north 
east. They crowded down as well from the north west, the land of 
Phoenicia. sometimes referred to by its two large sea-ports. Tyre and 
Sidon. 

It was not the choicest representatives of these far-flung regions 
which followed the Saviour along the shore of the Lake. They were 
there because of their need. They were there in vast numbers because 
the rumour had spread abroad that here was One who was able to cure, 
to heal, to restore. Every kind of need was represented-of body, of 
mind and of soul. It seemed as if a stream of sorrows flowed down the 
centre of that seething, pushing crowd, directed towards one" central 
figure by the beach. A crowd is hard to control. A crowd of people ~ 
who have walked many a thirsty mile, who now have their opportunity. 
who are buoyed up in anticipation of a miracle, may be expected to 
lose self-control. But He did not wash His hands of them. He under
stood that their lack of discipline was born of their desperate need. He 
simply asked for a boat, a small boat that could easily come in close 
to the shore. It would follow Him as He walked slowly along. and if 
this stream of afflicted humanity began to beat against Him with 
uncontrollable force He might need that boat in order to escape. 
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How was it possible, in the midst of such extraordinary scenes, for 
Christ to carry on His work in such a quiet way? That He did succeed 
in avoiding widespread outcry and tumult is noted by Matthew, and is 
seen by him as the fulfilment of an ancient prophecy (Matt. 12: 17-21). 

But the work was now of stupendous proportions and there were 
those prepared to fight it to the death. Perhaps these two factors-the 
growing size of Christ's mission. and the fact that death was not so far 
olI-led on to the next development. The immediate prelude to it is 
noted by Luke: 'And it came to pass in those days, that he went out 
into a mountain to pray. and continued all night in prayer to God'. 
What was this development which required such solemn preparation? 
'. .. And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples, and of 
them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles.' 

What a wonderful picture of the distinguishing grace of God this 
passage provides. The compassion of the Saviour towards all was 
amply displayed in His giving His time to healing the sick, curing the 
lunatic, delivering the devil-possessed. But now He goes up and 
addresses Himself to a higher work. 'He calleth unto him whom he 
would; and they come unto him.' Out of the mass He called some, and 
the emphasis of Mark's words is altogether on this, that it was because 
He called them that they came. It is an illustration of irresistible grace. 

Then out of this called number He chose others still. Again it is His 
choice which is the determining factor. As Paul, yet to be added to the 
ranks of the apostles, was later to express it. 'unto me, who am less 
than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach ... 
the unsearchable riches of Christ' (Ephes. 3 : 8). And so it is for all 
who are to preach the gospel. They must not presume to take this on 
themselves. Like all God's gifts, this is to be distributed by Him to 
whom He will. 

There were only twelve apostles, and yet their experience regarding 
this call varied a good deal. With some, no doubt, they were carried 
to this highest call with dramatic suddenness. With others, the process 
had been going on for quite some time. They had come to know 
Christ in a personal way, and even at that early stage an intimation had 
been given, for example, of Peter's future usefulness (John 1 : 42). 
After that they returned to their occupations, and the second stage of 
their can came when they were commanded to leave their worldly 
employment to follow Him. The third stage of their call is described 
by Mark here, when the twelve were finally ordained and set apart to 
be apostles . 

However long or short the process was in the case of different 
apostles, the aim in view with each one was the same: 'That they 
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should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach'. 
They were not sent out immediately. A time of special intimacy with 
Himself had to come first. Only after that time had elapsed do we read 
(6: 6), 'And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them 
forth by two and two'. They had to spend this precious time with Him, 
so that their witness might grow out of personal experience. But they 
were not called to the apostleship in order that they might have 
heavenly revelations merely for their personal benefit. What they heard 
in the ear was given so that they might proclaim it from the housetops. 
'How simple this plan for the conquering of the world, but how 

effective! Even at this time, the Pharisees and Herodians were plotting 
and planning His death. But Christ had His eye, not on His death, but 
on the days that would succeed His resurrection. He was preparing a 
band of whom it would yet be acknowledged that 'they had been with 
Jesus' (Acts 4: 13). He was laying the foundations in the experience 
of those who, looking back to those days, would have to testify 'We 
cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard' (Acts 
4: 20). 

The same two aspects of the ministry still hold. As Whitefield 
repeatedly said, 'We cannot preach the gospel any more than we have 
experienced it'. And on the other hand, why do we experience it if not 
to preach it? We have to go out and preach it in simplicity and in faith. 
We cannot expect the power of God to be manifest in the conversion of 
sinners till we do. For the order in the experience of the disciples 
themselves is clearly laid down in Scripture: 'And they went forth and 
preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following' (16 : 20). 

To be sound in faith and holy in life-this is the kernel of 
IChrlstianity.-AuGuSTINE. 
~ 

Sceptics may seem to take the truth and bind it and scourge it and 
crudfy it and say that it is dead; and they may endeavour to bury it 
ilt scorn, but the Lord has many a Joseph and a Nicodemus who will 
see that all due honour is done even to the body of truth and will wrap 
the despised creed in sweet spices and hide it away in their hearts . ... 
They will sit down in sorrow but not in despair, and watch until the 
stone is rolled away and Christ in His truth shall live again and be 
openly triumphant.-C. H. SPURGEON. 
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Jacob's Ladder 
H. D. M. GILLIES 

Dr. Gillies. who passed away in March of this year, is further 
referred to in MILESTONES. The following are incomplete notes, 
taken down in longhand, of a sermon he preached on the last Sabbath 
he was alive. It was preached in Fearn, Ross-shire. 

Most of us are familiar with this part of the word of God. We all 
know about Jacob's ladder and I would like to make a few remarks 
about it. 

First of all, we must remind ourselves how Jacob came to be at 
Bethel in the first place. Jacob had deceived Isaac and stolen the 
valuable birthright from his twin brother, Esau. The result was that 
Esau's anger was aroused and Jacob had to fiee for his life to 
Rebekah's family in Padan-aram. 

We find Jacob travelling lonely and heartbroken into the wilderness. 
and eventually he lies down to sleep with a stone for a pillow, and 
there he dreams of a great ladder stretching from earth to heaven. 
Notice that the ladder stretched from earth to heaven and not from 
heaven to earth. Jacob sees angels ascending and descending on it and 
the Lord at the top, saying: 'I am the Lord God of Abraham thy 
father, and the God of Isaac'. 

That is just a little by way of background, now let us notice two 
lessons from the dream which were both of comfort to Jacob. Augus
tine once said, 'The soul will remain restless until it finds rest in thee', 
and comfort was really needed by Jacob that night. 

1. The first lesson taught by the ladder is this. There is contact 
between heaven and earth, there is a way of communication. 

2. In connection with this there is a ministry of angels. The angels 
are in this place today, and they do not think lightly of it. If you are 
a child of God, the angels of God are with you, for we read, <They are 
all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs 
of salvation'. What an encouragement to Jacob that he was not alone, 
that he would be protected. Jacob had a hard bed, but this dream was 
bringing comfort. 

It told him that God was a God of providence. No man can really 
know God as a God of providence until he comes to know the God of 
Grace. He is the God who supplied the ladder that was set up on the 
earth and reached up to heaven.Here He was making a provision 
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which required to be made in that man had lost communion with God. 
There was no need for a ladder between God and Adam, but then sin 
came in and a separation was made. Original sin is denied these days, 
but David acknowledged that he was born in sin: '1 in iniquity was 
formed the womb within'. 

What is the ladder? Man needs communication with heaven. The 
ladder of communication is Christ. What a wonder! What a blessing 
that He would restore communication between a sinner like yourself 
and myself and a holy God! Christ. the only mediator between God 
and men. 

1 was insisting that this ladder was set up on the earth. It is on this 
earth that God is robbed of His glory by sin. Restitution had to be 
made in the same place where God lost His glory (not His essential 
glory). Christ had to come to this world to build up every rung of that 
ladder to the everlasting gates. 

The divine Redeemer was born of a woman in the nature of those 
who robbed God of His glory. He was spotless. the two natures united 
in one person. 'I am the way. the truth and the life, no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me.' If your salvation does not rest on Christ, 
then you are on a rotten foundation. There is no other access to God 
but by the ladder. Christ. 

When ever Jacob's spiritual life began. he was certainly having the 
gospel presented to him there. This is where all spiritual experience 
begins-the ladder being made known to us, God revealing Himself in 
Christ. Jacob saw himself to be a sinner. Whoever you are, this is 
something you have to know before you come to know Christ, that you 
are a sinner. Ask an old Christian why he puts such a value on Christ; 
he will tell you that it is because he is learning more and more of his 
sin and corruption. 0 friends, how wonderful to know the value of 
Christ, that 'there is a fountain opened for sin and for unclean
ness'. 

We need the One who is the ladder, we need Christ every moment of 
every day. The child of God wants, needs, desires Christ. Take every
thing away from the believer. but leave him the ladder. Have you and 
1 that desire, that understanding? It is the only way of ~vation. Have 
we any experience like this? When the Lord was convicting you of 
sin you may have thought of God as an austere master, a God of 
threats. a God of divine justice. You may have asked. 'Why should He 
save the like of me?' When God reveals Himself to a sinner He reveals 
Himself as the God of promise. Here the Lord speaks to Jacob of an 
earthly inheritance, but we must have that desire after 'a city which 
hath foundations. whose builder and maker is God'. You will get far 
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more than you need in heaven for He has prepared a place, and that is 
where our eyes should be. 

If I have my foot on the first rung of the ladder let me never be 
separated from it. We need grace for every difficulty along the road, 
but we may be sure it will be given. This, then. is Christ the ladder, and 
how low He came to make a ladder back to God! 

We read of the Queen of Sheba that Solomon answered a11 her hard 
questions. but the thing that impressed her most was the way by which 
Solomon ascended to the house of his God, the way he went up. Did 
your own soul ever rejoice to see by faith the way by which the New 
Testament Solom~>n went up to the House of God in Heaven, opening 
up the way for HIS people to follow Him? 

Theimpression made upon Jacob was such that he was afraid and 
said, 'How dreadful is this place'. 0 the holiness of God! 'Our God is 
holy still.' He felt his unworthiness. But although he was filled with 
~we at the pre~ence of God, he came to call the place 'Bethel'. meaning 
house of God . It became the house of God to him because God had 

provided a ladder. 
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A Sinner's Testimony 
DONALD A. DUNKERLEY 

A sermon preached at Mcilwain Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, Pensacola, Florida, from I Timothy I: /2·16, 
where the Rev. Dunkerley is minister. 

And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that 
he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; 

Who was before a blasphemer, and a ~otor, and iojurioos: bot 
I obtained mercy, becaose I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 

And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abwtdaot with faith and 
love which is in <luist Jesus. 

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of aU acceptatioJ), that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of wbom 10m chief. 

Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ 
might shew forth aD long-suffering, fOt' a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. 

As Paul writes to Timothy, Paul rejoices that God has put him in 
the ministry. And he rejoices with amazement that God should have 
counted him faithful to be put into the ministry. He praises the grace 
of God which was exceedingly abundant or super-abundant to him, 
first, in saving him and in giving him faith and love in Christ Jesus, 
and then being even more gracious and calling him into the work of 
the ministry. 

I have recently been reading the letters of George Whitefield. There 
is probably no man in the history of the English-speaking world that 
God has used more for the conversion of the lost than George White
field in the eighteenth century. My own. heart has been warmed and 
thrilled as I have read these letters and seen in George Whitefield this 
amazement that God was using him. He frequently uses the word 
'unworthy'. He often uses the phrase 'a poor sinner'. sometimes he uses 
the words 'a worm' and 'a wretch', God in His grace has not only saved 
him but is using him for His own glory, and Whitefield never ceased to 
be amazed at this; and I would suggest that the honest humility of 
Whitefield, and his being able to see his own heart as the Bible pictures 
it, is an important part of Whitefield's usefulness to the Lord. 

'This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation that Quist 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.' And I hope that all of us 
have a sense of amazement that God loves us, that Christ has died for 
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us that God in His free, sovereign and electing grace has sent His Holy 
Spirit into our hearts and lives and drawn us to Christ. God gives us 
one blessing on top of another and it is all of His free grace and it is 
all undeserved. 

1 was bothered one time by this 13th verse, maybe you have seen the 
same problem. 'Who was before a blasphemer and a persecutor and 
injurious: The original word there for injurious ha~ a couple of shades 
of meaning. It means violent, it also has the meamng of msolent, and 
reproachful. Paul before his conversion, when he was better known as 
Saul. was so insolent and reproachful to Christ and ~is Gospe,l as t,o 
be violent to His people. But then the problem which 1 notice: I 
obtained mercy because 1 did it ignorantly and in unbelief', Now, if 
Paul had put a period after the word 'mercy', this would have been 
quite fine, but 1 have had to give some thought to this phrase, 'because 
1 did it ignorantly and in unbelief'. Is this to suggest that God had 
mercy on Paul because Paul's being a blasphemer and persecutor and 
injurious was not really all that bad, since he was ignorant of who 
Christ is. and God was able to have mercy upon Paul because, after 
all. Paul was not the chief of sinners, he did it ignorantly and in 
unbelief? That would seem to fly against the whole thrust of this 
passage in which Paul is saying, 'I am the chief of sinners'. 

What 1 think Paul is indicating here is this: do you remember what 
Jesus said was the unpardonable sin? It was blasphemy, blasphemy 
against the work of the Holy Spirit, and Paul is saying here, 'I was a 
blasphemer'. Now Jesus' teaching about the unpardonable sin was not 
meant to indicate that there was any sin so great that God's love and 
Christ's atonement was not great enough to cover it. But if you read 
that passage about the unpardonable sin in its context about Jesus' 
conflicts with the Pharisees, one sees behind their blasphemy a terrible 
hardness of heart, an open rebellion against Christ and the Holy Spirit. 
They knew who Christ was and they hated Him for it. They knew ~at 
it was the Holy Spirit Who was doing these works. and they hat~ HIm, 
and they accused Jesus of doing works by the power of the devIl. The 
unpardonable sin is unpardonable because t~~ man who co~its it h~s 
so hardened his heart against the Holy Spmt, and so bUllt a wall m 
his heart against the Holy Spirit, and so stood in his heart in opposi. 
tion against the Holy Spirit, that the Holy Spirit feels constrained to 
withdraw. 

Among the grimmest words of the Bible are those where it says, 'My 
Spirit shall not always strive with man'. No sin is pardonable until the 
sinner is drawn by God's Holy Spirit to repent and put his trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, only then is sin pardoned, The unpardonable sin is 
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unpardonable because the committer of the unpardonable sin, by his 
hardness of heart, has put himself in that position where the Holy 
Spirit has withdrawn from him and will not give him the grace to 
repent and believe. Now, when Paul is saying. 'I am the chief of 
sinners', he means, 'I belong in the front rank of sinners'. Literally he 
is saying, 'Of sinners, I am the first .. although in blaspheming against 
Christ 1 was ignorant that Christ truly was the Son of God, and so my 
hardness of heart was not yet to the point where God must withdraw 
His mercy from me, God, indeed, was able to visit me in mercy, but 
this does not deny the fact that I was a blasphemer, a persecutor, a 
violent reproacher of the things of Christ and, therefore, I stood and 
I stand in the very front rank of all sinners', 

As a pastor, 1 have a number of times spoken with people who 
were worried that they had committed the unpardonable sin. and there 
may even be one in our midst this morning with that problem. Let me 
assure you of this, no person who is worried that he may have com
mitted the unpardonable sin has committed it, because if you are so 
hardened in heart against the Holy Spirit as to have come to this 
position of blaspheming the Holy Spirit. then you are utterly and 
totally indifferent to the things of the Spirit and will not be concerned. 
If you have a concern along this line then praise God for it, it shows 
you have not committed the unpardonable sin. 

As a pastor, I have talked to countless people who feel that they are 
too sinful to be forgiven. And I would remind you from this text that 
Christ Jesus came into this world for the very reason of saving sinners. 
He, Himself, said, 'I have come not to call the righteous but sinners to 
repentance' Romans, chapter 5, says, 'God commends his love to us 
in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us'. 

Have you ever noticed that most of the invitations of the Gospel in 
the Scriptures are addressed to those who feel their sinfulness? 'If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me and drink.' 'Come unto me all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden and 1 will give you rest.' 'And the 
Spirit and the Bride say come, and let him that heareth say come, and 
let him that is athirst come, and whosoever will, let him take of the 
water of life freely.' 

My friend, if you know the sinfulness of your heart, if you know that 
you have failed to keep the commandments of God in word, thought, 
and deed, and if you know that your failure to keep these command
ments is because of the corruption and rottenness of your own heart. 
then, my friend, you qualify for salvation, because it is to you particu
larly that the Gospel is addressed. The first step in God's work of 
bringing a sinner to Christ is in humbling him, accusing him and 
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condemning him and convicting him of his sinfulness, leading him 
to feel his great need of Christ, until. finally, he turns in desperation 
and casts himself for mercy at the feet of the Saviour. 

The reason we have so many people that confess conversion and 
then never go on, and illustrate at the end by their lives that their 
profession was hollow and empty, is that they made a profession with· 
out first understanding and feeling ,that they were needy sinners. The 
reason that there is so much shallowness and superficiality among 
believers in our own day is that we have not had a deep enough work 
of God's conviction and humbling in our own hearts. Some of us may 
have been rushed into a decision prematurely before God had shown 
us how desperately lost we really are. Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners. and if you know the wickedness of your heart and if 
you are ashamed of it and you are ashamed of your life and you 
mourn for these things and you want to change them, praise God. it's 
God's work that you have come to see that. I would urge you and 
I would commend to you, 1 would invite you, yea, even command you, 
to cast yourself at the feet of the Lord Jesus Christ to receive mercy 
and grace and forgiveness and pardon. 

And my friend, if you do not feel the sinfulness of your heart, if 
you are under the illusion that in some way you can contribute some
thing to your salvation, then, my friend, I would warn you that yours is 
a very serious case indeed. If you believe that there is anything that 
you do that contributes in any way to your salvation. I would have to 
say that you are gUilty of the sin of unbelief. Because for a man to 
believe in Jesus Christ as his Saviour is to know, first of all, that he 
can do nothing to save himself, and as long as he, in any respect, is 
trusting in himself. he is not trusting and believing in the only Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Well, these things that I have just said. I hope are very familiar to 
us. I hope that they are things that delight our hearts. I hope that every 
one of us knows from the heart what it is to know the pardon of sin 
by the Lord Jesus Otrist. I want to move on to something that is less 
obvious from this Scripture but perhaps more relevant to most of us 
that are here. 

In verse 15, do you notice that Paul does not say, 'Of whom I was 
chief', but 'Of whom I am chief'? Now, I think that's significant. Paul 
might have said, 'Of whom I was chief'. After all, he is talking about 
his conversion when he was a blasphemer and a persecutor and violent, 
reproachful. But now God has delivered him into the kingdom of His 
dear Son. He has indicated that his conversion experience was designed 
and planned by God as a pattern to encourage others to come. God 
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brought him to faith to assure them that God saves the vilest of sinners. 
Even as He saved the apostle Paul. He can save you. Paul might well 
have said simply. 'I was the foremost of sinners; I was in the front 
rank of sinners', and we would have no quarrel with that, but Paul 
says. 'Of whom I am chief', and Paul recognises therefore that he is 
in many respects still a sinner. 

There is a kind of piety that appeals to man's pride. It tells you to 
be positive and just look at all the good things that you have in Christ 
Jesus, look at the promises of abundant life and victory, claim them 
for yourself, believe that God has given them to you, and then just go 
on and live and act and think as if you were in the condition of victory. 
and don't give any thought to any possible sin that might still 
be in your life, but just magnify and exalt the victory that you 
have. 

I received in the mail the other day a letter that a certain evangelist 
sends out, and in his newsletter he had an article, the point of which 
was, that while we are saved sinners (in the sense that we were sinners, 
and we are now saved from it), now that we are saved we are no longer 
sinners, and we should not think of ourselves as sinners. The apostle 
Paul obviously did not hold to that theory. He says, '1 am the chief of 
sinners', and while he praises God for God's grace in his life, and for 
the victory that has been given him. and for the faith that has been 
given him, for the calling into the ministry that God has given to him, 
yet he is not going around boasting that he is the recipient of all of this 
victory and all of this grace, but he's going around saying. 'I'm a poor. 
helpless sinner. and the wonderful thing about this grace is, to whom 
it's given'. This is the attitude that we all ought to have. 

When you start focusing exclusively upon the victory and the grace 
you start to feel that you need to defend your testimony of a victorious 
life by not facing up to the corruption that still remains in your heart. 
We say that we believe in self-examination, but as long as I am just 
conscious that Christ is living in me and I have the abundant victorious 
life, and I am the recipient of all of God's grace and everything is 
okay, then my self-examination is going to be very perfunctory. Since 
I am sure that there is not very much that the Lord can find wrong 
with my heart, I am not going to search very far, am I? 

An important part of our growth in grace is, to recognise that the 
corruption of our hearts continues as long as we are in this body. When 
we die and go to heaven, when Christ comes again, when we are 
delivered from this body, then we shall be delivered from the remain
ing corruptions of sin. But until that time it's there and we need to 
recognise it, to face it. and we need to struggle against it. We con
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stantly need to have the Spirit of God search our hearts by the Word 
of God and reveal more and more our sin to us. 

One of the things that George Whitefield has written in his letters is, 
'The more perfect you become, the more aware you will be of your 
imperfections' . 

In Philippians. chapter three. Paul makes this statement in verse 12: 
'Not as though I had already attained. either were already perfect, but 
I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which I also am appre
hended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have appre
hended'. For all the grace and the goodness that the Lord has 
given me, I have not arrived at perfection yet. I still carry around the 
corruptions of the old man in my heart. I am still a sinner and I am 
still, in many respects, that same man that was a blasphemer and 
violent, reproachful, a persecutor. 

In Romans 7, Paul describes this very graphically: 'For I know that 
in me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing. for to will is present 
with me but how to perform that which is good. I find not, for the 
good that I would, I do not, but the evil that I would not, that I do ... 
Oh wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ, our Lord:* 

What does Paul mean when he says, 'Who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death?' I believe that that phrase is meant to suggest 
a picture to Paul's readers that they would understand. In those days 
one form of punishment of a murderer by the Roman government was 
to take the corpse of his victim and chain the corpse to the back of 
the murderer, wrists to wrists and ankles to ankles, so that as the 
murderer walked about, he carried about on his back the stinking, 
putrifying corpse of his victim. until finally the corruption overcame 
the murderer and he himself was destroyed by it. Paul says there is a 
sense in which I know that I am a new man in Christ and I know the 
old man has died. and he has died in the sense that he no longer has 
any claim over me, he no longer has any rights over me, and I am dead 
to him, I am not to listen to him; but even if he is dead. that does not 
mean that he still does not have some influence. I carry around the 
corpse of the old man upon my back; no, more. I carry the corpse of 
the old man, as it were. inside of myself, and J have a daily battle 
against that inward corruption. 

* The point which the Rev. Dunkerley is making, and the specific text 
quoted here to support his point, is dealt with elsewhere in the 
Magazine in the article by Dr. William Young on Romans VII: A 
Battleground. 
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God's work of salvation will not be complete until we are in heaven. 
God is still saving us. We are saved in that our sins are forgiven but 
we are not yet perfectly holy. We are not yet completely saved. You 
and I may have been saved in the sense that we have been brought to 
Christ, we are justified by God's grace, we are made new creatures in 
Christ, but we are still being saved. Day by day I need the Lord to 
save me, because I need Him to give me grace for this batde against 
the corruption that is in my own heart. 

Christ saves sinners such as Paul was, and such as he describes 
himself to be at the time of writing to Timothy. He saves sinners such 
as we were, and such as we are today. Just as we came to Christ the 
first time for salvation, so we need to come to Christ daily as poor 
helpless sinners, with repentance of our sins, for the forgiveness and 
grace and salvation needed for each day. 
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ABRAHAM 

In our last issue we told you about a dangerous journey which 
John G. Paton had to make, from one side of Tanna to the other, and 
of how God marvellously brought him back in safety to where he 
stayed. 

After Mr. Paton had been for a time in that house by the sea, he 
began to realise that it was not a healthy spot. He had taken fever 
fourteen times, and now he saw that he should move to higher ground. 
This is the point at which we first meet Abraham. He had come with 
Mr. Paton from the island nearby called Aneityum. He was one of the 
few Christian natives of these South Sea islands and he had come with 
'Missi Paton' to help him teach the Tannese. 

As Mr. Paton struggled in his weakness to climb that hill, Abraham 
and his wife watched over him. About two-thirds of the way to the top, 
the missionary fell to the ground. Abraham and his wife stooped over 
him, and made him comfortable. Mr. Paton felt so weak that he 
thought death must be near, but after a little rest he began to revive. 
Abraham and his wife Nafutu then carried him to the top. There they 
gave him cocoa-nut juice and fed him with native food. Together with 
the healthy breezes which blew along the hill-top, this saved the mis
sionary's life. 

When Mr. Paton grew stronger he began to set about building a 
house on this healthier spot. But who would help him to carry the 
planks he had bought up that steep hill? Abraham would do it: 
Abraham, the converted cannibal: he would help Missi Paton build 
a house from which he could teach the Tannese about the Saviour of 
the lost. 

Have you ever had measles? If so, I am sure that you felt quite ill, 
with a high temperature, headache and so on. Nowadays measles can 
be treated fairly easily, but in Paton's time, among the South Sea 
islanders, it was a deadly disease. Suddenly it struck Tanna, and many 
of the natives died. Thirteen of those who had come with the mission
ary from Aneityum died, and the others wanted to go home. A ship 
called just at that time and they all prepared to leave. Thinking that 
Mr. Paton was going to leave as well, Abraham packed his possessions 
and waited with the rest to board the boat that would take him back 
to his native Aneityum. Then he saw the missionary come up to him. 
and he got a surprise. Mr. Paton was not going to leave the death
ridden island after all! When he knew that, he asked, 'Missi, would 
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you like me to remain alone with you, seeing my wife is now dead and 
her grave is here?' 

'Yes,' replied Mr. Paton, 'but considering the circumstances in 
which you will be left alone, I cannot plead with you to do so.' 

'Then, Missi, I remain with you of my own free choice: said 
Abraham. 'We will live and die together in the work of the Lord. 
I will never leave you while you are spared on Tanna.' The others left, 
but Abraham shouldered his box, picked up his bundle, and went back 
to his Tannese hut. 

Abraham's love to Missi, and to Missi's Master, was soon to be 
tested. On Eromanga, an island to the north of Tanna, where a Mr. 
and Mrs. Gordon were missionaries, unrest began to spread. The 
people of the island were stirred up against the missionaries by white 
traders who did not wish the missionaries to be there. The upshot was 
that Mr. and Mrs. Gordon were murdered. 

Waves of unrest began to reach Tanna, too. The more heathen 
among the Tannese began to say, 'How is it that Jehovah did not 
protect the Gordons? H the Eromangans are not punished, neither will 
our Tannese be punished. though they murder all Jehovah's people'. 
Some Tannese natives tried to drive Abraham and Mr. Paton apart, 
saying to Abraham that he should return to Aneityum, or he would be 
certainly killed. But Abraham replied, 'J will not leave Missi'. During 
these dark days Abraham and Mr. Paton were inseparable. On the 
evening that the Tannese had tried to frighten him away, as they had 
worship together, Abraham prayed: 

'0 Lord, our Heavenly Father, they have murdered Thy servants on 
Eromanga. They have banished the Aneityumese from dark Tanna. 
And now they want to kill Missi Paton and me! Our great King, 
protect us, and make their hearts soft and sweet to thy worship. Or, if 
they are permitted to kill us, do not Thou hate us, but wash us in 
the blood of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ. He came down to earth and 
shed His blood for sinners; through Him forgive us our sins and take • 
us to Heaven-that good place where Missi Gordon the man and Missi 
Gordon the woman and all Thy dear servants now are singing Thy 
praise and seeing Thy face. Our Lord, our hearts are pained just now, 
and we weep over the death of Thy dear servants; but make our hearts 
good and strong for Thy cause, and take Thou away all our fears. 
Make us two and all Thy servants strong for Thee and for Thy 
worship; and if they kill us two, let us die together in Thy good work. 
like Thy servants Missi Gordon the man and Missi Gordon the 
woman.' 
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These were days of constant threatening. Life was uncertain; death 
alone seemed sure. Mr. Paton's house was broken into, and all his 
valuables plundered. 

The next day, Nowar, the chief in the area where Paton was, 
declared that Mr. Paton should not wait another night near his wrecked 
home. He should go at once inland. and hide in a particular tree in the 
chief's own plantation. The chief sent his son to guide Mr. Paton to 
the spot. Into the branches of this chestnut tree the exhausted mission
ary climbed to wait and to watch. The first hours of darkness passed 
slowly. the night air was filled with the noise of gunfire and the yelling 
of savages. Yet in a:11 his after years Mr. Paton had the most precious 
memories of that tree, for there he felt His Saviour nearer to him than 
ever before. . 

The moon rose, and then, about midnight, he heard a sound and 
saw a dark figure stand in the shadows at the foot of the tree. It was 
Nowar's son again. come to guide him to the sea. They walked with 
care, and after a time they came out of the bush to stand on a beautiful 
beach whose white sand shone in the moonlight. 

It was time to leave Tanna, for many of the natives were awaiting an 
opportunity to kill the missionary. Mr. and Mrs. Matheson. too, were 
being threatened; they would all have to leave Tanna together. The 
gospel would return to Tanna at a later date, but for the moment the 
work of the missionaries there was done. 

Who was to go with Mr. Paton on his canoe journey round to Mr. 
Matheson's station? Abraham, he would go. Abraham would sit at the 
front, Mr. Paton next to him, another Aneityumese behind, the boy 
with the steering paddle at the end. At last they were free to go, and 
the canoe slid away from the shore. For an hour or so everything went 
well, but when they rounded a point and began to head south the wind 
met them with its full force. The waves rose in the darkness and dashed 
against the canoe. The boy in the stem stood up and cried that they 
would be swamped. Even Abraham at the front threw down his paddle 
with the rest and said. 'Missi, we are all drowned now! We are food 
for the sharks, we might as well be eaten by the Tannese as by fishes, 
but God will give us life with Jesus in heaven! ' 

Mr. Paton shouted to them all to be calm. He spoke to Abraham 
especially, demanding where his faith was now. 

'Thank you for that, Missi,' Abraham said. 'I wilI be strong. I pray 
to God and ply my paddle. God will save us.' Mr. Paton had already 
seized the paddle nearest him, and the two of them dug their paddles 
into the sea. Struggling against wind and tide, they at last succeeded in 
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turning the canoe. For the next three hours or so they fought to inch 
their boat round that headland into the sheltered waters again. Dawn 
was brightening the sky as they beached again exactly where they had 
left five hours before. 

It was only by the miraculous power of God that Mr. Paton and his 
friends were preserved alive in the journey they now had to make 
overland to the other mission station. But preserved they were, though 
at one point a host of armed savages swept down on them and a killing 
stone whistled past Abraham, leaving a graze on his cheek; though Mr. 
Paton himself at another point fell to the ground, having failed to jump 
across a stream, and a killing stone, aimed at his head, crashed instead 
into a branch beside him. Thus their Heavenly Father took care of 
them, right up to that wonderful moment when they sighted a sail boat, 
sent to take them off Tanna if they were still alive. 

And so Abraham, who had stayed on Tanna and stuck by Missi 
there to the last, returned to his native Aneityum. He who had given 
himself to the service of Missi's Master and who had willingly em
braced a life of suffering and uncertainty for love of Him, died at last 
peacefully at home. Mr. Paton, calling at Aneityum at a later date, was 
presented with a silver watch which he himself had sent to Abraham 
from Sydney. The converted cannibal's dying wish had been: 'Give it 
to Missi, my own Missi Paton; and tell him that I go to Jesus, where 
time is dead'. 

It is everything to be a real Christian; none have such a King, such 
a Priest, such a constant Companion, and such an unfailing Friend, as 
the true servants of Jesus.-BISHOP RYLE on Matthew 28: 20. 

Nelson knew exactly what he was doing on the mornin.g of Trafalgar: 
'England expects that every man this day will do his duty'. Certainly! 
The name of the country! Very well, multiply that by infinity and see 
that you and I have no right to be weak because our failure not only 
involves us-the whole family in heaven and in earth is involved with 
us.-DR. MARTYN LLOYD-JONES. 

Saw ye never Jesus? Then ye never saw any sight worth seeing. 
-THOS. HALYBURTON. 
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Romans VII: A Battlegronnd 
WILLIAM YOUNG 

Since the time of Augustine, the seventh chapter of the Epistle to 
the Romans has been a battleground in the conflict between the cham
pions of Free Grace and the devotees of Free Will. The Greek Fathers 
generally interpreted the passage as depicting the experience of an 
unrenewed sinner under the law. Augustine was once of this opinion, 
but further study of Scripture and deeper experience led him to view 
verses 14-25 as describing the inner conflict between the flesh and the 
spirit in the regenerate man. At the time of the Reformation, the great 
heralds of the gospel of grace, Luther, Calvin, Melanchthon and Beza 
followed Augustine's mature view, while Erasmus and Socinus revived 
the view of the Greek fathers and Pelagius. Arminianism began to be 
published when Arminius lectured on this subject, and his followers 
such as Grotius, Episcopius and Limborch adopted the same Pelagian
ising views. Dr. Hodge observes: 

As a general rule, Arminian writers have been found on one 
side of this question, and Calvinistic authors on the other. This is 
indeed the natural result of their different views of the Scriptural 
doctrine of the natural state of man. (Commentary on Romans, 
p. 240). 

Among Calvinistic expositors mention may be made of John Brown 
of Wamphray, James Fraser of Allness, John Stafford and, in more 
recent times, along with Hodge; Kohlbriigge, Chalmers, Haldane, 
Shedd and Murray. 

The Pietists, represented by Bengel, deviated from the orthodox 
Augustinian and Reformation exegesis. More recent versions of 
Pietism and Perfectionism have devised the mediating view that 
Romans 7 : 14-25 depicts the experience of an immature believer, a 
so-called 'carnal Christian', but not of the Apostle at the time he 
penned the epistle or of a mature Christian. 

In support of the Augustinian and Reformation view that Paul is 
describing his present experience as representative of that of the 
regenerate, we may point out: 

(1) There is a change of tense in verse 14 from the past to the 
present. In verses 7-13, the work of the law in producing conviction 
of sin has been unfolded. We need not enter here on the question 
whether this is the experience of an unregenerate man under the law or 
of a regenerate man in the first awakening of spiritual life. In any case, 
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it is an experience of which the Apostle could write in the past tense. 
From verse 14 to the close of the chapter, the present tense is uniformly 
employed. What reason can be given for this striking change of tense 
but that the present experience of a mature Christian is now in view? 

(2) Expressions are used in this passage which naturally belong on 
the lips of the spiritual man. 'For I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man' (verse 22) is not the voice of the unregenerate. Cf. 
Ps. 1 : 2, 'his delight is in the law of the Lord', and Ps. 119 : 97 and 
passim. The inward man, the self that does not sin (verse 17) is the 
renewed man, as contrasted with the flesh, in which no good thing 
dwells (verse 18). 

The conflict described in the words of verse 19, 'For the good that 
I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do', is under
stood by Arminians to be the conflict in the unregenerate between 
reason and conscience on the one hand, and the inclinations and 
passions on the other. Commentators often quote Ovid. Metamor
phoses, VII, 19: 

'My reason this, my passion that persuades, 
I see the right, and I approve it too, 
Condemn the wrong; and yet the wrong pursue.' 

The language of Romans 7 : 19 is only superficially similar to that 
of Ovid and other heathen writers. The Apostle does not speak of 
a conflict between reason and inclination. but between will and per
formance. The unrenewed man, even if he knows what is right, finds 
evil to predominate over his better judgement. The renewed man, by 
grace, wills the good. This is the predominant disposition of the inward 
man. But his complaint is his inability to perform the good that he 
would as he would. The context, especially verses 18 and 21. makes this 
abundantly clear. To ascribe such a disposition toward what is 
spiritually good to the unregenerate is to deny the doctrine of total 
depravity. 

(3) Once the true nature of the conflict between the flesh and the 
spirit in the believer is understood (cf. Gal. 5 : 17), the expressions 
that have been alleged to require a reference to the unregenerate will 
be seen rather to portray precisely the experience of the exercised 
child of God. Many have found verse 14 to be a stumbling block. The 
powerful discourse of Dr. Kohlbriigge on this text led to a rupture 
between him and former friends in Holland, particularly the converted 
Jew and poet DaCosta, who regarded Kohlbriigge's doctrine as 
antinomian. 
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a fact that in 1 Cor. 3 : 1·3 Christians who have been addressed as 
saints are called carnal. It is not said that they are in the flesh, as 
unregenerate are in Romans 8: 8, 9. The unrenewed part of the 
renewed man, indwelling sin, has the nature of the flesh. In the Corin· 
thians it prevailed to the extent that the Apostle addresses them as 
carnal rather than spiritual. In the case of the Apostle himself, in the 
light of the law that is spiritual, he can and must acknowledge himself 
to be carnal. 

'Sold under sin' need not cause special difficulty. The case of the 
Christian is to be contrasted with that of Ahab 'which did sell himself 
to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord' (l Kings 20: 25). The 
exceptionally aggravated wickedness of Ahab is described in these 
words. The case of Ahab is not the case in view in Rom. 7 : 14. Even 
on the Perfectionist's interpretation of the text, this can hardly be the 
case. An unregenerate man feeling pangs of conscience, or a weak 
believer, cannot be said to sell himself for sin as Ahab did. But a 
deeply taught Christian can mourn over being sold under sin against 
his will and his earnest desires for perfect conformity to that law which 
is holy, just and good. The captivity to the law of sin in the members 
(verse 23) is not to be confused with the voluntary slavery to sin of the 
unregenerateo 

Enough may be seen from the above to make it clear that the cry 
'0 wretched man that I am!' in verse 24 is not a cry of despair. Nor 
is it an expression of ignorance. The Apostle knows well the Source of 
deliverance. 'I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord' (verse 25). 
It is the cry of the prophet Isaiah and of those who have seen the King, 
the Lord of Hosts (Isa. 6 : 5). It is the confession of Job and of all who 
have not merely heard with the hearing of the ear, but who are brought 
by an experimental knowledge of the majesty of God to repent in dust 
and ashes (Job 42: 5, 6). With David. the Christian is brought to 
remembrance of what he is in himself: 

'Because gone up above mine head 
my great transgressions be; 

And as a weighty burden they 
too heavy are for me.' (ps. 38 : 4). 

• 	 Error in the understanding of the reference of Rom. 7 : 14·25 ought 
not to be ignored or dismissed as a trifling or minor matter; for the 
effect of such error is the cultivation of a superficial religion. Those 
who confess the Scripture doctrine of free and sovereign grace cannot 
connive at Perfectionist pretences without both endangering the con
sistency of their doctrine and the soundness of their experience. In 
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Reformed circles. vigilance is called for to guard against the intrusion 
of a pretentious piety that abounds in high assurance. frothy joy and 
premature victory. but knows nothing of the warfare against the flesh 
and the poor and contrite spirit. trembling at the Word of God. The 
godly man will follow the footsteps of the flock. and with Augustine of 
Hippo, Fraser of Allness and Kohlbriigge of Elberfeld join with Job. 
David, Isaiah and Paul in their consciousness of the vexation of in
dwelling sin. in their perseverance in the warfare against it, and in their 
dependence on the blood and Spirit of Christ for deliverance. 

., 

... 

The proud man is Satan's throne and the idle man his pillow. 

-GEORGE SWINNOCK. 

A calm, consistent walk in the fear of the Lord is a far better 
indication of true piety t!ian periods of ecstatic joy and the enthusiastic 
singing of hallelujahs.-DR. HERMAN KUIPER. 

I know of only one cure and remedy for the ailments of our beloved 
Church. That remedy is a revival among us of thorough Protestant 
principles and Protestant theology-the principles of the glorious 
Reformation, the theology of Latimer and Hooper and lewel. 

-BISHOP RYLE. 

He that carries grace in a proud heart, carries dust in the wind. 

-WM. JENKYN. 

I see not an instance in Scripture of any remarkable manifestation 
of God to man which did not instantly generate in !tis heart and 
produce in his act a lowly reverence and self-abasement. 

-CH.ARLES SIMEON. 
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Speak, Lord 
PAUL TUCKER 

THE CHURCH 
ZECHARIAH'S VISION AND THE CHURCH 


Read Zechariah 2: 1·13 and Hebrews 12 : 18·29 


Although this prophecy concerning Zion has an immediate reference 
to Israel, it has also a secondary and wider reference to the whole 
people of God; the church of God, for in the N.T. the Zion of the O.T. 
is a type of the church of our Lord Jesus Christ. Heb. 12. Zion in Jeru· 
salem was a foreshadowing and a type of the church of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Paul makes this contrast in Gal. 4 : 24·26. Look 
therefore at three lessons which emerge from this vision that was given 
to Zechariah. In this vision he sees this young surveyor with a measur
ing rule in his hand. And Zechariah asks him a question, verse 2. The 
answer was, 'To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth and the 
length thereof'. Then an angel came to the young man, and told him 
that his attempts to measure Jerusalem were quite unnecessary and 
would prove quite impossible, verse 4. The population will expand and 
increase to such a degree that any walls by means of which you would 
circumscribe the city will be broken down and the villages and hamlets 
will all be absorbed in the one city until the entire country comes under 
the benign influence of the City of God. 

I. THE CHURCH SHOULD BE AN EXPANDING 

CHURCH. 


This is an amazing figure that Zechariah uses. The surveyor going 
out with a tape measure only to discover that God has far bigger 
nurposes in view than he ever imagined, and that human measurements 
are not sufficient to embrace God's great purposes. It would be as a 
city without walls. with this bursting, amazing population. Has not this 
in part been fulfilled in the history of the Christian church? The 
church began in Jerusalem but it could not be confined there. We find 
in the Acts that God had a plan beginning at Jerusalem, then Judea 
and Samaria, and right out to the uttermost parts of the earth. Men 
have often tried to use human measurements in order to control and 
restrict the church, yet the Holy Spirit has defied the man-made 
measure for confining the church of Jesus Christ. At the beginning the 
first believers wanted to measure the range of the church by a Jewish 
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tape measure. The early believers were all Hebrews and they thought 
that the gospel was only for the Jew and not for the Gentile, so that 
Peter needed that speciaJ vision on the rooftop at Joppa (Acts 10), 
which told him that the Gentiles were to be included. It was not for 
man to set a limit to the grace of God, or to the purposes of God. Peter 
himself confessed that he perceived as a result of it aU, that God was 
no respecter of persons. Paul, after his conversion, was commissioned 
to be the great apostle to the Gentiles, but the Jewish elders at Jeru
salem were suspicious of his ministry to the Gentiles and they wanted 
to place restrictions upon Gentile converts. The males were to observe 
the rite of circumcision. They wanted to bring out the tape measure 
and measure the church according to their own prejudice and standard. 
All that was broken down and abolished, and Paul tells us in Eph. 
2: 14-18 that the Lord Jesus Christ, through His reconciling work upon 
the cross, has broken down the middle wall of partition; that cere
monial waH, between Jew and Gentile. Jew and Gentile have access by 
one Spirit unto the Father. The church of God was to be an expanding 
church, including all nations and all classes. See Gal. 3 : 28. Through 
the centuries, men have tried to use this measuring rod in order to 
restrict the influence and extent of the church. There have been those 
who have been so bigoted in their views as to teach that no one outside 
of their particular denomination or group could possibly be a Christian. 
William Carey and Andrew Fuller had the great vision of a missionary 
enterprise of taking the gospel to the Indians and to South East Asia. 
Their early impassioned pleadings met with a very unsatisfactory 
response from Christian ministers and leaders. They were hyper
Calvinists. They were excessive in their views of election and sovereign
ty and their reply was that there is no need to go to the heathen; if 
God wills it that these people should be converted, God can see to it 
Himself. They overlooked entirely the fact that God has sovereignly 
appointed the means of preaching the gospel in order that people might 
be converted; Mark 16: 15. We can be grateful that Carey and his 
friends persevered and as a result there are millions in many lands of 
the East who now confess Jesus as Lord. We must not bring this 
human tape measure of our system of theology and of personal justice. 
God's purpose for His church is expansion and growth. The great 
promise of the O.T. Scripture is a promise yet to be fulfilled, Is. II : 9 
-'The earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover 
the sea'. 

What about bringing this down to a local level? How easy it is for 
us to use our tape measure and to restrict and confine the influence of 
our church. How easy it is for us to come to the services and take all 
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1 

the privileges of worship without a real concern for the unconverted. 
How easy it is for us to excuse ourselves and to say that the Lord by 
His Spirit will draw them in. ignoring the fact that we have been com· 
missioned to go home and tell how great things the Lord hath done 
for us. The Lord has commissioned us to be His witnesses. How easy 
it is for the local church to become stagnant and to use this human 
measurement of prejudice. unconcern and complacency, and thereby 
restrict the witness and testimony of the church. 

II THE CHURCH SHOULD BE A PROTECfED 
CHURCH. 

Zechariah saw the angel running after the surveyor and telling him 
that Jerusalem was to be a city inhabited without walls, and people 
were to be brought in from the environs around. It may well be that 
in his mind there was a query-'How was the city to be defended?' 
-the defence of an ancient city being in its walls, with the gates shut. 
Nebuchadnezzar did not take Jerusalem easily, or in a hurry. He had 
to beseige it and starve the people out. The waUs around the city acted 
as a defence. If God did not intend Jerusalem to have walls. how was 
the city to be protected? The answer came from the man who spoke 
to the young surveyor. See verse 5. The Lord Himself was promising 
to be the protection of His people. The walls were built under 
Nehemiah later on. Their future security lay not in their own arma
ments or their military defences; it lay in the abiding presence of God 
with His people. Is there any greater protection than a wall of fire? 
A wall of stone can crumble; the highest wall can be scaled by an 
invader. The great and mighty walls of Babylon were tunnelled 
beneath and by damming the river, the Persians invaded and over
threw Babylon. Who can withstand a wan of fire? You cannot under
cut it or cause it to crumble. No plague or disease can penetrate it. 

We are fighting against many foes in our day, as was the church in 
the early days of Christianity. We need certain defences, protection 
and equipment. 

j 
(a) We cannot despise learning. We need to be learned in the Scrip

tures. We need to know how to grapple with higher criticism, false 
ideas and with heresy. There is a place for Godly scholarship. 

(b) We need money. We cannot get along without financial support. 
(c) Finally, we must remember the words of the great Apostle Paul, 

'The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strongholds'. We need the reality of the con
suming, devouring fire of God's holiness in the midst of the fellowship. 
We hear a lot about a World Council of Churches. Many believe that 
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by this kiud of organisational unity we shall have a great defence 
against Communism. There is this idea that somehow if we can get 
together, if we can have this mighty phalanx, this unity against the 
common foe of Communism, then it will be to our good. See Zech 4 : 6. 
But the church of God is impregnable only in so far as she is living in 
vital fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. She may be driven under
ground. Individual saints may be persecuted, buffeted and brain
washed, and broken in mind and body, but ultimately the words of the 
Lord Jesus Christ must be fulfilled, 'I will build my church and the 
gates of hen shall not prevail against it'. 

What we need for our protection is this nearer Presence; this abiding 
sense of the Lord in the midst of His people. Without this, whatever 
else we have got. devoted service, sufficient money or faithful preach
ing, if we have not got the Lord in the midst, as a wall of fire round 
about us, then our future will be bleak and grim indeed. The Lord 
Himself finally is the protection of His people. What a fire of holiness 
He put around the church to protect her, not only from adversaries 
without, but from hypocrisy within. Think of Ananias and Sapphira 
and what followed that. 'Of the rest, durst no man join himself to 
them.' There was a wall of fire about the church and they were afraid 
to apply for membership, but out of that was great blessing because 
multitudes believed as a result and the work was purified and 
increased. 

Ill. THE CHURCH SHOULD BE AN ATTRACTIVE 

CHURCH. 


These people obviously were discouraged. They came back with few 
materials to use; they had nothing of the former grandeur and splen
dour. The gold and the silver had been carried away into Babylon. The 
temple remains were blackened and charred with fire, and it may well 
be that they felt that they could never erect a temple to the praise of 
God in any way comparable to Solomon's magnificent temple. Some. 
how the glory, the glow and the wonder had gone out of their religion 
and out of their history and they felt they could never recapture it. 
Zechariah was able to tell the people that their true glory was still 
intact. It was something greater than gold or silver or marble. Their 
true glory was the abiding presence of the Lord with them and the 
promises that He gave to them. Not merely a wall of fire around them, 
but also dwelling in the very midst of them. See verse 5 and verses 
10, II. What is the real attraction of the church? Not that a company 
of people meet together and sing and pray and hear a message. Those 
things are important, they are elements of our worship and witness, 
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but the supreme glory of the church is that the Lord Jesus Himself 
dwells in His people. The child of God has a body that is the temple 
of the Holy Spirit and the Lord Jesus dwells in the assembled company 
of believers. This is really what attracts the unconverted, that there is 
a manifestation in our lives. however feeble; that there is a manifesta
tion in our church, however imperfect, of the glory of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. That is why Haggai was able to say, 'The glory of this latter 
house shall be greater than that of the former' (2: 9), because in that 
latter house, although it had nothing of the external magnificence of 
Solomon's temple, yet in that latter house the Lord Jesus. in His 
incarnation, walked and talked. There is a prediction in this very 
chapter about His coming. The people arc told to sing and rejoice in 
verse 10. So that with the Lord in the midst of His people, the church 
will be truly attractive. 

The Church is invisible. so far as it rests on the gracious operations 
of the Spirit. But that distinction between the visible and invisible 
Church, proper enough-nay, necessary in connection with the points 
involved in the Romish controversy-was never meant to paralyze the 
hands of those who labour, within due bounds, to conform the Church 
to the standard and ideal presented to us in apostolic Christianity. 

-GEORGE SMEATON. 

He that rides to be crowned will not thin.k much of a rainy day. 
-JOHN TRAPP. 

Every pardon is the price of blood more precious than a thousand 
worlds.-THOMAS BosTON. 

If you want to see the height of the hill of God's eternal love, y~u 
must go down into the valley of humility.-RoWLAND HILL. 
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Revive Us Again 
P. E. HUGHES 

III 

WAITING UPON GOD 

It is most important, in preparing for revival, that emphasis should 
be placed not only on praying, but also on waiting. While prayer and 
revival may be related to each other on the human side as cause is to 
effect, yet it must be remembered that how soon or how late the 
desired effect is manifested is a matter which is entirely in the hands 
of Almighty God; it is something that is altogether beyond any human 
control. 

In other words, as I have said before, the Holy Spirit cannot be 
organised or commandeered for the work of revival in accordance 
with the imperfect will and wisdom of men. 'To every thing there is a 
season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.' And this is true 
of God's good pleasure in sending the blessing of revival. His know
ledge is complete; ours is fragmentary: His schemes are eternal; ours 
are confined by the narrow limits of our mortality. Of ourselves we 
can know nothing and do nothing; but 'the Lord of hosts is wonderful 
in counsel and excellent in working'. In every extraordinary manifesta
tion of the Spirit's power, God not only has designs for blessing for 
those who are yet in their sins, but for believers, too. One of the 
hardest and most needful of the lessons which every Christian must 
learn, is that of waiting. During a period of waiting the measure of our 
perseverance and sincerity, and of our dependence upon the Heavenly 
Father and His promises, is charted in heaven. 

There is a twofold work of the ministry of the Gospel: that of 
sowing, and that of reaping. Seedtime must precede the harvest, and in 
between the two there is always a season of waiting. Let not him that 
reaps despise him that has sown. Both he that sows and he that reaps 
will in the end rejoice together (John 4: 36). The Apostle Paul, that 
tireless sower of the good seed, assures us that 'in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not'. 

The answer to Robert Murray McCheyne's prayers, and the fruits 
of his sowing, came when he was away from his parish in a foreign 
country, God having chosen another man, William Chalmers Bums, 
to gather in the sheaves. Andrew Murray's godly father had been 
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praying and waiting for revival for over thirty years before God 
granted it under the instrumentality of his son. It was with a heart full 
of joy and praise that he welcomed at last the answer to his petitions: 
'Andrew. my son,' he cried. 'I have longed for such times as these. 
which the Lord has let you have!' 

We must learn to wait, and not to faint. God is sovereign. and His 
ways altogether perfect: His promises may be fulfilled in a particular 
place, even after the death of him who has prayed and yearned to see 
them fulfilled. At the age of eighty, Andrew Bonar records that he was 
'greatly strengthened by hearing how more than a year after his death 
the prayers of George MiHs are manifestly begun to be answered at his 
old field of labour, where he saw little while living'. God buries His 
workers, but His work goes on; and George Mills and others like him, 
who have seen little while here, will hear the Master's 'Well done' as 
they joyfully lay the full increase of their faithful sowing at His feet 
in that day when all things shall be revealed. 

I cannot refrain from quoting here from Dan Crawford a charac
teristic passage which illustrates in a remarkable manner the true 
relation between sower and reaper: 'The extraordinary insalubrity of 
the Luvale fiats is appalling. In later days. it was in these sweltering 
plains that Cyril Bird and brave young Copithorne poured out their 
lives for Luvaleland. CharacteristicaUy and cardinalIy men of deep 
love for souls, they gave their aU for a tribe that listened for years to 
the Gospel with sharp antagonistic ears. Once Bird left for the ocean, 
ostensibly to take a much-needed furlough, but the haunting need of 
that vile Luvaleland dragged him back, and the end was soon reached. 
Like a spent steed panting towards its goal, the Pauline gleam in his 
eye and praise on his lips. "Black-water fever" they called his mortal 
malady. but he died of a broken heart! yes. broken for a tribe of 
robbers-a holiday at last, furlough in glory! Weary and worn by the 
vertical rays. what a whiff of joy in the thought: "Heaven's ahead
hurrah! " Remember, there is no deep valley but near some great hill. 
and that sowing in tears culminated in others reaping with joy. Days 
grew into months, and months into years, and then a lady can tell of 
a whole town of Luvale turning to God by Jesus Christ: men, women, 
and children, who at last look beyond the missionary to the God who 
sent him. Oh! ye binders of other men's sheaves, remember the weary 
Birds and Copithornes of the African field.' 

Andrew Bonar was a man of prayer whom God permitted to see 
three great waves of revival in his lifetime; and I wish to conclude this 
section by appending. in chronological order, a string of choice gems 
from his diary, which, as we meditate upon them, will display to us 
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something of the inestimable value and need of prayerfulness in the 
Ufe of every true follower of Jesus Christ: 

23/8/1835.-'1 must pray as much as if 1 were nothing, and ]abour 
as much as if 1 were to do all.' 

16/1/1842.-'1 feel that, unless the sou] be saturated with prayer 
and faith. little good may be expected from preaching.' 

4/9/1842.-'Prayer should be the main business of every day.' 
22/2/1846.-'God wiIJ not let me preach with power when 1 am not 

much in Him. More than ever do 1 feel that I should be as much an 
intercessor as a preacher of the Word.' 

4/6/1848.-'Jt is praying much that makes preaching felt.' 
29/l2/1849.-'My chief desire should be. " to be a man of prayer, 

for there is no want of speaking and writing and preaching and teach
ing and waming;but there is need of the Holy Spirit to make all this 
effectual. ... Help me to pray for my poor flock!' 

16/9/1851.-' ... That pecuJiar fragrance which believers have 
about them, who are very much in fellowship with God. It is like an 
aroma, unseen but felt. Other Christians have the beauty of the Rose 
of Sharon; these have the fragrance, too.' 

27/12/ 1852.-'Why do I not pray longer always? It is like pressing 
farther and farther in, to the holiest of all.' 

4/12/1856.-'1 must be as much with Him alone as with souls in 
public.' 

26/9/1860.-'It is my deepest regret that I pray so little.' 
21/2/1862.-'1 am convinced that Jiving in the spirit of prayer from 

hour to hour is what brings down the blessing.' 
II /1 /1864.-'1 got away alone in the forenoon to the hills, and 

spent five hours in meditation and prayer.' 
1717/1865.-' ... Spending some hours alone with Father, Son, and 

Spirit. It.was basking in the beams of grace.' 
I3 /1 /1866.-'We have had prayer-meetings every night this week 

..-very calm and earnest. These are the seeds of blessings to come, for 
the Lord gives a harvest to such sowing.' 

8/6/1868.-'Paul found time, in the midst of a thousand more to 
occupy him, to pray for individual cases often and much. Prayer should 
make time for itself.' 

6/7/1872.-'One terrible failure confronted me everYWhere, viz.• 
"Ye have asked nothing in My name". Want of prayer in right 
measure and manner! But for this, instead of the thirtyfold, might 
have been a hundred, in myself personally; and, in gathering in souls, 
there might have been the thousand instead of the hundred. It was a 
humiliating, saddening view.' 

The Gos~l Maga:. 
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19/8/ 187S.-'By a singular providence, left alone. The evening came 
on, and still I had prayer and meditation. I was trading with the talent 
of prayer.' 

9/9/1876.-' ... A time of impotence rising from want of much 
prayer. Nothing but constant intercourse with the Lord will carry on 
the soul. I got last Saturday set apart as a day of prayer; and I trace 
much of my help to that day.' 

22/6/1878.-' ... Ask much. for this is the way to grow rich.' 
28/9/1879.-'Let me record it to the praise of the glory of divine 

grace and infinite mercy that for many years (indeed, as many as lean 
remember), since my first discovery of the sinner's way to God by 
Christ, I have never been allowed to lose my way to the mercy-seat for 
a single day.' 

12/S/1888.-'Found time to give the whole of this day entirely to 
prayer and meditation. There will be fruit of it to me and my people.' 
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The Office of the Holy Spirit 
HENRY VENN 

The following is an edited version of a chapter found in 
Henry Venn's book, 'THE DUTY OF MAN'. Parts of the 
prayer appropriate to this chapter are taken from the same 
book, and are printed at the end of this article. 

n is not enough that our judgment should be fully informed con
cerning the personal glory and divinity of the Holy Ghost: a Christian 
must also know to what great purposes that infinite, mighty. eternal 
Spirit. exercises his office in the Church of Christ, and in what way 
his influences are exerted .... 

To him, we are taught, is entrusted the arduous work of managing 
the cause of God and Christ against a sinful world. and of making it 
triumphant over all opposition. in that measure which seems best to 
unerring wisdom. By the secret yet mighty energy of the Holy Ghost, 
the foundation of Christian religion is laid in the soul of the believer; 
by him maintained, and at length completed. The foundation of 
Quistian religion, as the term imports, is a knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and a sincere love to his person. Till this knowledge and 
this love possess your soul, though you may do many things which are 
commanded by God, and seem by profession a Christian, you stilI 
want the root of all acceptable obedience in your heart; according to 
that express declaration from Christ. 'If any man serve me, him will 
my Father honour', John 12 : 26, which intimates that he will honour 
no one beside. But if you consider the account given in Scripture of the 
condition the world was in when the name of Jesus was first preached 
in it, or of the natural blindness of man in all ages to the truths of God. 
you will acknowledge that wherever the glory of Jesus is worthily 
apprehended and effectually imprinted, it must be owing to the inter
position of the Holy Ghost, and his influence on the mind. 

That true and worthy conceptions of the Redeemer, that lively and 
lasting impressions of his excellency were owing to the Holy Ghost. 
when men were first called Christians, no one can doubt. At that time 
to entertain becoming thoughts, and to feel suitable impressions of the 
Redeemer's glory, was directly contrary to the united force of inveter
ate prejudice, corrupt education, and every view of worldly interest. ... 

Not only to counteract but entirely to eradicate this deep-rooted 
enmity against the Redeemer, the gospel was to be preached with the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. The apostles were to receive 
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power, after that the Holy Ghost was come upon them. Thus armed 
they were to be witnesses unto Jesus, that is of the redemption 
that is in him, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth. This eternal and almighty Spirit, 
by imparting to them miraculous gifts, bore down the opposition of 
prejudice, of education, and of worldly interest; and exerting his 
gracious influence on the mind, at the time he was appealing by 
miracles to the evidence of sense, he made the glory of the Lord 
appear with such transcendent brightness, that thousands were added 
to his church, and ready to suffer death for his name's sake .... 

This great effect must not be supposed to have been produced by 
the mere display of miracles to the senses; it evidently discovered a 
positive influence exercised upon the mind. This is exemplified in the 
prayer of the great apostJe for the church at Ephesus. By the miracles 
wrought before them, they were so far impressed with a knowledge of 
the truth of the gospel, as highly to esteem the much·despised, much
persecuted name of its ever-blessed Author. Nevertheless, the apostle 
makes a clear distinction between this effect, flowing from the evidence 
of the miracles which were wrought in attestation of the gospel, and 
the internal gracious influence of the Holy Ghost on the mind. He 
prays therefore that God would grant unto them the grace of his Spirit, 
'that the eyes of their understanding being enlightened, they might 
know what was the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory 
of his inheritance in the saints, and the exceeding greatness of his power 
to us-ward, who believe'. This goes much deeper than the force of 
miracles alone could reach. It implies a transforming knowledge of 
those sublime truths which miracles alone can never produce, and a 
happy experience of the certainty of the words of truth from their 
vital operation within. 

It is evident, then, that it was the power of the Holy Ghost which 
produced conviction and faith in the minds of those who heard the 
gospel preached by the apostles, and which laid the foundation of the 
primitive church. But it may be said, 'There does not exist in the 
present day the same necessity for his agency. The circumstances of 
the Christian world are quite different. ... ' 

But this is a mistake destructive of all real religion-a mistake pro
ceeding from an utter ignorance or impious disbelief of the natural 
blindness of man to the truths of God, and of his aversion to receive 
them with an obedient heart. For if the Scripture account of the blind
ness, of the human understanding and the depravity of the heart is 
received, it must follow that man of himself cannot receive and come 
into subjection to the truth of God, though the rage of Jews and 
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Gentiles were supposed to be entirely removed, and the truth of the 
gospel revelation to be allowed. 'The natural man'-the man who acts 
only upon the principles of natural reason, and seeks no illumination 
in his understanding from the Holy Ghost-'receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he 
know them, because they are spirituaJly discerned'; 1 Cor. 2 : 14. In 
their divine truth, excellence, and glory, they can be discovered by 
none who are not enlightened by the Spirit of God. It follows from this 
declaration, that a true knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of 
salvation by him. must be the production of the Holy Ghost as much 
at this very hour, as when the apostles first planted churches in the 
name of Jesus. The Holy Ghost must take of the things which are 
Christ's, and by his powerful effectual teaching 'shew them' unto us. 
Otherwise the Redeemer will never be exalted and extolled, nor receive 
any heart-felt adoration for all his kindness towards us. What the work 
of the Holy Ghost was immediately after our Lord's ascension, is still 
his work with everyone that believes to the saving of his soul; the 
exhibition of the external miracles, which accompanied it in old time, 
only excepted. 

The proof of this assertion, so much questioned now, and so often 
vilified as enthusiasm, I shall endeavour to evince from that most 
instructive text on this subject, John 15 : 8, which has been already 
considered in its primary sense, and as it related to the apostolic age. 

'When the Comforter is come, he will reprove the world of sin, 
because they believe not on me.' The sin of overlooking the Son of 
God, so as to exercise no dependence on him for righteousness and 
strength. is not perceived by man till renewed by the Holy Ghost, 
though he may acknowledge the truth of the Christian Creed. Deceit 
and fraud, envy and malice, with the crimes destructive to society, are 
generally reprobated, and their evil is manifest. But the great sin· of 
entertaining such thoughts of ourselves and of our own virtues as do 
in fact render all the names of honour we give unto Christ merely 
titular: this sin, most injurious to the perfections of God, you never 
see in the catalogue which unenlightened man draws up against him
self. He can approach the holy, the jealous God in prayer without fear 
or suspicion of his displeasure, though he never committed his cause to 
the appointed Mediator, nor laid his sacrifice upon that altar which 
alone can sanctify it in the sight of God. 

To reprove for this sin in particular, is the work of the Holy Ghost. 
He it is who must open your eyes, if they are ever opened, to see your 
own sinfulness; and to loathe yourself before your Maker, for the 
mean thoughts, the grovelling apprehensions, which, notwithstanding 
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the declarations of the Bible, and your pretended belief of it, you have 
had concerning the Lord's Christ, the Rock of ages, the Beloved of 
the Father. It is 'by the Holy Ghost' you must be enabled to say. with 
firm reliance on him, that 'Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the 
Father'. By his influence it is that you ever so beheld the Saviour as 
to believe in your heart, and to confess with your mouth, 'That if any 
man love not the Lord Jesus Christ', that man is 'anathema, maran
atha'-accursed of God; and unless he repents of this great wickedness, 
is sure to be condemned by the Lord when he cometh to judge the 
world. When the sin of not depending on Jesus, and not honouring 
him as the Father is honoured. is thus clearly perceived and heartily 
detested; it is not flesh and blood that has made the revelation; no, nor 
barely the written word of God (for long after that was allowed by you 
to be the truth, no such effect followed); it is owing to the Spirit of 
truth, who has communicated to you this most precious knowledge. 

Again, 'When the Comforter is come', saith our Lord, 'he shall 
reprove the world of righteousness. because I go to my Father'. To be 
received into favour with God. by virtue of what another has done; 
and to confess that the life and death of Jesus is of such efficacy as to 
bring down blessing and salvation to every sincere dependent upon 
him for righteousness. is a mystery offensive to the haughty spirit of 
man in its natural state. Still. if left to ourselves, though the Bible is in 
our hands, though we profess a sacred regard to its dictates, we shall 
go about to establish our own righteousness; we shall stand upon our 
own personal worth before God, as the foundation of our eternal 
hopes. Under the accusations of conscience, we shall have recourse to 
our own frailty and the strength of temptation, as our advocates; to 
our repentance and amendment, as our propitiation. For so inveter
ately. through the corruption of our natures, are we prepossessed in 
favour of our own virtues, and even of our feeblest attempts to be 
virtuous, that we can be as confident as if we were as holy as the law 
of God requires us to be. 

It is the work of the Holy Ghost to reprove the world for this self
exalting lie; for this hateful over-rating our poor tainted performances. 
our much-blemished obedience. The eternal Spirit only can overthrow 
such vain confidence, and can establish a persuasion in the mind 
directly opposite to it; namely, that Jesus was delivered for our 
offences. and raised again for our justification; that in consequence of 
this. we are always accepted. even after our highest possible advance
ment in holiness on earth. not for our own sake, but for the sake of 
Christ; and that his going to the Father, in the character of Mediator, 
is all our hope; that though unfeigned repentance, sincere love to God. 
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and universal obedience to his commandments, are and must be our 
vouchers that we belong to Christ, yet neither singly nor altogether do 
they make reconciliation for the least of our sins; that Jesus alone 
accomplished this work, impossible to any creature, too mighty even 
for angels to attempt, when he bled on the cross, and cried out 'It is 
finished'. 

But till the Holy Ghost convince us of the necessity and glory of 
this righteousness. it is an offensive subject. Such exaltation of the 
Saviour's obedience and death will be construed into a disparagement 
of personal virtue. The seeking the gift of justification unto eternal1ife. 
'freely through the redemption that is in Jesus" will be deemed a 
contempt of good works. The Spirit of truth must exert his gracious 
influence to remove this natural blindness. and master this stubborn 
prejudice; and then. that merit which Jesus ever lives to plead before 
the Father, for the church purchased by his own blood. will be all your 
salvation and all your desire. 

Tn one instance more, the text under consideration declares. the work 
and influence of the Holy Ghost: 'He shall reprove the world of judg
ment, because the prince of this world is judged': that is. he shall 
convince men of the complete victory which Jesus has obtained over 
sin, the world, and Satan; in order to make all who believe in him 
happy partakers of the same. 

Subjection to sin. although the vilest servitude and basest vassalage, 
is too often earnestly contended for. Every man in the world. it is said. 
in the language of politeness, has his foible; that is, some sin. or evil 
temper, that lords it over him. Like the dastardly unbelieving spies sent 
into the land of Canaan, men magnify to an enormous size the force of 
temptation, and the weakness of the flesh. forgetting the power of God; 
and then say. Who can stand before these? 

The Holy Ghost, who is the grand agent for the glory of Christ. 
convinces us that we err in this matter. not considering the power of 
the Redeemer. It is his office to assure the heart that 'The prince of 
this world is judged', already dethroned, and vanquished by Jesus: to 
persuade us that the working of his spirit, which worketh mightily in 
them that believe, is infinitely stronger than the combined force of all 
outward opposition, and of all inward corruption; to demonstrate to 
us, that if we are doing what is forbidden. if we are enslaved by pride 
or discontent, intemperance, or uncleanness, covetousness, or envy, it 
is because we will not in earnest seek deliverance from such hateful 
tyrants. 

And whilst the Holy Ghost testifies of Christ, and glorifies him in 
his person and undertakings; his influence, we must observe, is a thing 
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quite distinct from those means by which it is conveyed; so that 
wherever proper convictions of the Redeemer's person and salvation 
are cordially received, it is not to the means, but to the Spirit working 
by them, that we must attribute the enlightening and renewing of the 
mind. This important doctrine is repeated again and again in Scripture, 
and must therefore never be overlooked by us. Thus it is written of the 
degenerate idolatrous Israelites, 'Hear ye indeed, but understand not; 
and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, 
and their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with thier eyes, 
and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, 
and be healed' (Isaiah 6 : 9, 10). Here is the outward call of the word. 
on the one hand, but on the other a refusal of the inward and spiritual 
grace, on account of their insupportable provocations. The alarming 
expressions, 'Make the heart of this people fat, and their ears heavy, 
and shut their eyes', cannot possibly mean that God actually inspired 
Israel with contempt for his holy word, or disaffection towards it; but 
they mean that such hardness of heart and disaffection must always 
follow, where the Spirit of grace is withdrawn; because he alone opens 
the eyes of the understanding, and unstops the ears which are deaf to 
the words of God's book. In confirmation of the same truth, it is 
recorded that God 'opened the heart of Lydia, that she attended to 
the things which were spoken of Paul' (Acts 16 : 14). In this instance 
you very distinctly mark the inspired preacher on the one hand, declar· 
ing the whole counsel of God, and offering the knowledge of all that is 
externally needful to the conversion of the soul; and on the other, you 
observe the God of all grace exercising his blessed and powerful 
influence, by which the apostle's discourse was successful, and attained 
the end for which it was delivered. And lest these declarations should 
be considered as extraordinary, S1. Paul teaches us generally to distin
guish between the means and instruments. and the grace of the Holy 
Spirit from whom all their beneficial effects proceed. He puts this 
interrogation: 'Who then is Paul, and who is ApoUos, but ministers. 
by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? I have 
planted. Apollos watered; but God gave the increase' (1 Cor. 3 : 5, 6). 
Mark here how totally distinct from each other are the means of grace . 
and the eternal Spirit to which they owe their efficacy. By consequence, 
you must al10w that the foundation of the Christian religion is laid by 
the power of the Holy Ghost in every believer; and that his work and 
influence is at this hour as real and successful with the faithful, as it 
was when signs and wonders were done by him through the hands of 
the apostles. 

From what has been offered, we may understand clearly the perman· 
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ent work and internal operation of the Holy Ghost; and know whether 
we are the happy subjects of it ourselves, by considering what impres
sions the word of truth has made upon our minds. 

But besides this, the Scripture teaches us to look upon the Holy 
Ghost as the author of the sanctification which is wrought in the hearts. 
and appears in the lives of believers; and that, by this sanctification, 
his in-dwelling presence and effectual working may be known with the 
greatest certainty and preciseness. If you feel a sincere love to God for 
sending his Son into the world as the propitiation for sin, this love is 
no more the natural growth of your heart, or acquired simply by your 
own reflections and contemplations, than the beneficial grain which 
enriches our fields is spontaneously produced without seed or culture. 
'It is shed abroad in your heart by the Holy Ghost given unto you.' If 
the effect of this love is joy, or that delightful sensation which results 
from the consideration of great good obtained or expected from the 
God of your salvation; this sensation, in honour of its divine and 
gracious Author, is called 'Joy in the Holy Ghost'. If you possess an 
internal settled tranquillity, whilst God and eternal judgment are in 
your thoughts, through Jesus Christ, by whom you have received the 
atonement; in the place of that guilty uneasiness, or stupid insensibility, 
which you shewed before at the mention of such awful subjects; the 
marvellous change claims a divine parent, and is expressly declared to 
be 'the fruit of the Spirit'. If possessing in your heart the heavenly 
treasure of love, peace, and joy, you are patient under repeated 
injuries, gentle under exasperating provocations, kind according to 
your ability, meek so as to evidence the humble opinion you entertain 
of yourself. and the good will you feel towards all men; this union of 
amiable tempers 'cometh from above'. It is the image and superscrip
tion of one sanctified by the Spirit, and expressly said to be his fruit. 
There is not a duty we are called to perform, not an evil temper we 
are required to vanquish, but we are directed in Scripture to seek for 
the aid of the Spirit of God, that our endeavours may be crowned with 
success. We are taught that 'He helps our infirmities' in prayer; that 
on this account he is called 'The Spirit of grace and supplications'. We 
are commanded 'To pray in the Holy Ghost': which plainly implies, 
that as in prayer we must seek his sanctifying grace, in order to do all 
other duties, so must we acknowledge and depend upon his assistance 
for the right discharge of the duty of prayer itself. This is plainly 
marked in the Scripture account of the acceptance of our holy duties. 
It teaches us that all true Christians have access to the Father through 
the Mediator 'By one Spirit' (Ephes. 2 : 18). So in discharging the duty 
of praise, when Christians are exhorted to be much employed in the 
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PRAYER FOR THE INFLUENCE OF 
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praises of God, they are exhorted to be: 'Filled with the Holy Ghost'. 
And their being thus filled with the Holy Ghost is not spoken of merely 
as a privilege which God promises, but a duty which he requires. From 
whence it is evident that without him all our services will want the very 
soul which should animate them, and be as a maimed sacrifice. In a 
word, it is to denote the never-ceasing influence and operation of the 
Holy Ghost on the hearts of all the faithful in Christ Jesus, that their 
life is expressed in these terms. 'Being" 'Walking', 'Living', 'In the 
Spirit'. 

PRAYER FOR TIlE INFLUENCE OF TIlE HOLY SPIRIT 

o Thou, infinite, almighty, eternal Spirit! by whose inspiration all 
scripture was given; whose descent on the day of Pentecost, in token 
of thy presence with the church of Christ, was visible and most 
glorious! we desire to magnify thy name for all the mighty signs and 
wonders which the apostles and evangelists, in old time, were by thee 
enabled to perform. We thank thee for thy glorious works, through 
which the heathen became the heritage of the Lord, and the utmost 
parts of the earth his possession. We adore thee, 0 thou Holy Ghost! 
as the spirit of truth, who alone canst lead us, blind, perverse, proud 
creatures, into the knowledge of the truth: as the comforter, whose 
anointing alone can open our eyes to behold excellency and glory in 
those things of God, which the natural man receiveth not, neither can 
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. We desire also 
to own how entirely we stand indebted to thy sacred influence on our 
minds, if we can now say, with any affiance and real knowledge, that 
Jesus Christ is Lord. If he is now become precious to us, we would 
confess to thy honour, it is because thou hast testified of him, and 
glorified him before us: that if we now see the evil of attempting 
to come to the Father any other way than through the Son of his love, 
it is because thou, 0 Holy Ghost! hast taken of the things that are 
Christ's and shewn them unto us: that if we have been stripped of 
every plea to justification before God, which the pride of our hearts 
would set up; if we have been reduced to the necessity of seeking 
mercy and grace only for the Mediator's sake, it has been owing to thy 
grace, and to thy name be the praise .... 

Grant, we beseech thee, that our experimental knowledge of thy 
blessings may create in us more vehement desires to be filled with the 
fruit of the spirit, which is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth. We 
desire more and more to experience thy divine influences, so as to live 
in the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit. To this end may we cherish as 
inestimably precious, all thy suggestions, covet more than any other 
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thing thy aids. comforts. and illuminations. yield up ourselves entirely 
to thy teaching, and be led by thee into the land of righteousness. 

And as we are not ignorant of the dangers into which our pride and 
the subtlety of Satan may betray us, we beg of thee to give us a sound 
mind and a right judgment in all things; that we may never cause thy 
influences to be blasphemed through our sinful folly and enthusiasm. 
May we seek and expect thy aid in those ways, and by those means 
alone, which are of thine own appointment. May this be our evidence 
that the Holy Ghost is with us and dwelleth in us. that we obtain 
victory over our iniquities, and the possession of love. joy, and peace 
towards God, and of gentleness, meekness, and goodness towards men, 
which are declared in thine own word to be the fruit of the Spirit in 
the heart of the faithfuL ... 

Finally, 0 thou Lord and giver of all spiritual life! hear the prayers 
of all the members of Christ's mystical body the church: O! that thou 
woulst send down thy influence from above, upon all flesh! 01 that 
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost might be 
shed abroad abundantly in every place, for the conversion of Jews. 
Turks, infidels, and heretics; and that all who dwell within the sound 
of those lively oracles, which were written by thy inspiration, may truly 
understand the mystery of God the Spirit, and of the Father, and of 
Christ; to whom be everlasting praise. might, majesty. and dominion. 
Amen. 

Air is reot more necessary to the lungs than prayer is to the preacher. 
It is absolutely necessary for the preacher to pray. It Is absolutely 
necessary that he be prayed for. These two propositions are wedded 
into a union which ought never to know any divorce ... that the 
preacher may meet the fearful responsibilities of the ministry in our 
time.-E. M. BOUNDS. 
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Milestones 

As the year draws to a close, we cannot but think of some whose 

fellowship we had at the commencement of the year, who have now 
gone to their eternal rest. The following notes will mean, more to 
readers in the Western Highlands, but the wider readership of the 
GOSPEL MAGAZINE will no doubt be interested as well. 

DR. H. D. M. GILLIES-Some Personal Memories 

As a boy I used to keep a diary, and the entry for 1st January, 1960, 
reads: 'Dr. Gillies preached a wonderful sermon on Exodus 14: 15, 
"And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? 
Speak unto the children of Israel that they go forward." , My father 
minister of the Stornoway congregation, was ill in hospital at the time, 
and when I was up visiting him I showed him my new diary, forgetting 
that I had already written in it. I will never forget the look of surprised 
interest on his face when he read the reference to the New Year's Day 
service. Afterwards Dr. Gillies said that my father and he had 'made up 
that sermon together'. They were closely bound to one another in the 
gospel. In taking farewell of my father on the night he died, Dr. Gillies 
told him that he expected to be 'a star in his crown'. 

Later in that year, on the night that our family left Stornoway, there 
was a crowd from the congregation down at the pier to see us off. The 
others were standing back a little distance, but Dr. Gillies was still 
Speak unto the children of Israel that they go forward." , My father, 

'That's a bonny crowd over there.' 
'Ay, but they'll be bonnier yet on the morning of the Resurrection,' 

he replied. 
Not long after that, when I was back on the island for a visit, I heard 

him preach in Ness. His text was, 'This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; 
of whom I am chief'. It was one of the most powerful and compelling 
presentations of the gospel which I ever heard. I remember his exclaim
ing at one point, 'Friend, if you go out of that door without Christ you 
are mad'. It did not sound extravagant or out of place in that 
atmosphere. He seemed to be lifted up and carried along on a gale of 
the Holy Spirit. 

One night, during the winter holidays from University in 1964, the 
phone rang in my mother's house in Dingwall. It was nearly 11.30 p.m. 
I was the only one still out of bed and I took the call. It was Dr. 
Gillies, phoning from Stornoway. 
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'What was the matter with you today?' he asked. 'Were you unwell?' 
'No. I'm keeping fine. There was nothing wrong with me.' 
'Are you sure there was nothing troubling you? I thought you must 

be sick. I couldn't get you off my mind all day.' 
Then I remembered. That day, I had gone to discuss with my 

minister the question of my own call to the ministry. What a momen
tous step it had been. and what an encouragement it was to know that 
he had been led to remember me in a special way that day. 

In May 1966 he was in Edinburgh for three weeks. where I was 
studying at the time. On one of these week-ends I had to take the 
service on the Sabbath morning, and I remember feeling particularly 
flat afterwards. Dr. Gillies preached that night from Mark, chapter 6, 
on the death of John the Baptist. There was certainly nothing flat 
about that service. His love, his zeal. his faith were soaring, and even 
his feet seemed at times not to touch the ground! He spoke of John 
the Baptist as Christ's forerunner in announcing His coming, but 
mentioned other ways in which John also went before Christ. John 
suffered at the hands of Herod, and. the time would soon come when 
Herod and his men of war would also set Christ at nought. John was 
also Christ's forerunner into glory. and when the Saviour Himself 
would come after, and angels and redeemed men would sing 

Ye gates lift up your heads; ye doors, 
doors that do last for aye, 

Be lifted up, that so the King 
uf glory enter may. 

none would be singing louder than John the Baptist. 

Another time I heard him preach was in Dingwall, again on a 
Sabbath evening. His text that time was John 17: 24: 'Father. I will 
that they also. whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that 
they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst 
me before the foundation of the world.' He drew an unforgettable 
picture of how it was the same shoulders as were stooped in humilia
tion before Pilate as were afterwards to bear the glory which the 
Father had prepared for Him. Body and soul rose in adoration as he 
shouted out 'Covenant glory sits well on the shoulders of Jesus of 
Nazareth'. 

It was obvious that, amidst the burdens of his medical work, preach
ing occupied a place which was unique. I remember him saying in his 
own home that he did not have a call to the ministry, but that he felt 
a call to preach. He said that, in preparing for Sabbath services, he 
would sometimes find himself after midnight on Saturday still without 
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a text. But then, in the early hours, something would open to him and 
he would enjoy preparing that until about 4.30 a.m. 

As well as his preaching, his prayers could also be exceptionally 
fresh and spiritual. At a prayer meeting at the end of a communion 
Sabbath in Dingwall, I remember him speaking of the redeemed in 
Heaven, and of how the Father would delight in each one, seeing the 
image of His own Son in them and saying in that sense in regard to 
each, 'This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased'. 

Many miss him, and in a sense we may miss him more as time goes 
on. May our sense of loss be used to quicken in us a desire for the One 
who alone can say 'I will never leave thee nor forsake thee'. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS for the year 1978 are now due. The post paid 
subscription for one year (six issues) is £1.50. Single copies 20p each, 
postage 7p extra. It is helpful if overseas readers can pay in sterling. 
We are very grateful to those who kindly add a donation to their 
annual subscription. This is of real assistance to the work of The 
Gospel Magazine. 

In the United States The Gospel Magazine may be obtained from 
Puritan Reformed Discount Book Service, 1319 Newport Gap Pike, 
Plaza 41, Wilmington, Delaware 19804. For 1978 the cost is $4.50 for 
the year; or 85 cents per copy. 

Over the past year numbers of new subscribers have been added to 
our mailing list. There are however those to whose addresses The 
Gospel Magazine is sent regularly, but from whom we have not heard 
for a long tim~in some cases for several years. We would therefore 
earnestly ask all those who have not remitted their subscriptions kindly 
send to us. This would much ease our office work, and save consider
able time and expense in sending out subscription reminders. Should 
there be any who no longer wish to have their names retained on our 
mailing list we should be grateful to know. 

Subscriptions should be sent to The Gospel Magazine, P.O. Box 
217, London, SE5 8NP, and not to the Editor. 



284 The Gospel Magazine 

Book Reviews 
mE UNLISTED LEGION. Jock Purves. Banner of Truth, 195 pp, 

80p pbk. 
Anything written by Jock Purves is well worth reading. He has the 

pen of a ready writer! Since the Banner published his book on the 
Scottish Covenanters under the title 'Fair Sunshine' we have been 
eagerly seeking further material from the same author. 

Who has ever heard of Baltistan or who knows anything, beyond 
what they have read in adventure stories, about Kashmir or the 
Khyber Pass? Yet it was here. in such places as Lesser Thibet and 
the Indian-Afghan Frontier, that Mr. Purves served as a missionary 
and about which he writes in autobiographical fashion. 

Missionaries in those parts are few and far between, the work is 
extremely difficult and, from a human point of view, unrewarding; 
conditions are primitive and hardship is the order of the day. The 
missionary must needs be evangelist, doctor, dentist, mountaineer and 
a host of other things all rolled into one. Yet, whilst all this is graphic
ally described. the author never loses sight of the supreme task of 
carrying to the people of these largely forgotten lands the story of 
Jesus and His love. 

The reviewer, who could scarcely leave the book down. hardly 
knows what to admire most about it. The whole volume is written in 
a most attractive literary style. It fairly teems with information. inci
dentally conveyed, about the flora and fauna and the mountains and 
rivers of the various lands. There are delightful biographical sketches 
of fellow-missionaries and of some of the native people with whom the 
author came into contact. 

Certainly. this most attractive and highly instructive book could .be 
given as a gift to anyone regardless of their spiritual condition. It is 
bound to do good. One would have to be a strange being indeed to 
remain unmoved after reading T he Unlisted Legion. 

ROBERT ROOOERS. 

THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. Otarles Bridges. Banner of Truth 
Trust, 390 pp. £1.95. 

We are greatly encouraged to see a further edition of Bridges' 
incomparable work on the Christian Ministry. First published in 1830, 
this work has stood the test of time and many outstanding men of God 
have testified to its usefulness. 

An Anglican minister. Bridges nevertheless makes his appeal to 
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pastors of all denominations as he examines the causes of ministerial 
inefficiency. This investigation is carried out under five headings: 

1. 	General View of the Christian Ministry. 
2. 	General Causes of the Want of Success in the Christian 

Ministry. 
3. 	Causes of Ministerial Inefficiency Connected with our Personal 

Character. 
4. The Public Work of the Christian Ministry. 
5. The Pastoral Work of the Christian Ministry. 

The whole subject is treated with the seriousness it deserves and 
Bridges, a deeply learned divine, draws upon Scripture, history and 
the writings of great men of God throughout Church History in making 
this the standard work on the subject. 

In this book there is a wealth of teaching on a subject which should 
by no means be confined to ministers. Those who occupy the pew 
would benefit by reading it since it presents a Biblical view of what 
the ministry should be. This would undoubtedly help to rectify the 
low view of the ministry which seems to be fairly widespread among 
professing Christians today. It would also, we trust, constrain the 
reader to pray for, rather than criticise, those whose fearful though 
privileged task it is to proclaim the Word of God. 
. Those who occupy the pulpit will be enabled to recognise much 
more fully the Biblical standards, the causes of their personal failures 
in the ministry and the means through which their ministerial ineffi
ciency may be rectified. 

Bridges' book breathes a lovely spirit and it should be a sufficient 
recommendation to our readers to know that this was one of the few 
volumes taken with him to the Holy Land by the revered Robert 
Murray McCheyne. 

ROBERT RODGERS. 
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