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There is a great deal of misunderstanding today as to what the
Church really is. It is not a building as such; in New Testament times
Christians were much too poor to erect "churches"-they met in
homes. We find Paul, for instance, sending greetings to Philemon
"and to the church in thy house".

The New Testament employs many figures to describe the Church.
It is spoken of as the Bride of Christ, a chosen nation, a holy temple,
and the Body of Christ. The true church is not any particular
denomination. It comprehends all who truly belong to Christ, who
know something of repentance towards God and faith towards our
Lord Jesus Christ. This is the "holy Catholic Church" of the
Apostles' Creed. This is what the Reformers meant when they spoke
about "the blessed company of all faithful people".

The Lord Jesus Christ is the One Who builds the Church. He plain
ly declared "I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it". Ministers may preach the Gospel, but Christ alone
can add to the Church. Paul may plant, Apollos may water, but only
God can give the increase.

The security of the church is guaranteed. It is constantly being assail
ed by Satan; he has an inverterate hatred for the Church. We need
constantly to be reminded to pray for the whole state of Christ's
Church militant here on earth.

A real unity exits amongst believers; they are "all one in Christ
Jesus". We are urged "to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace". We must, however, beware of confusing true unity with
uniformity.

Let us live as worthy members of the church, if such we are. The
Lord Jesus urges us to let our light shine before men; we are to be as
lights in a dark world. The Apostle Paul reminds us that we to be
"epistles of Christ, known and read of all men".

Saviour, if of Zion 's city
I through grace a member am,
Let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in Thy Name.
Fading is the world's vain pleasure,
All its boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasure
None but Zion's children know.
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A small conception of God
PAUL T. A. BASSETT

"Present-day conditions call loudly for a new examination, and a
new presentation of God's Omnipotence, God's Sufficiency, God's
Sovereignty. From every pulpit in the land it needs to be thundered
forth that God still lives, that God still observes, that God still reigns.
Faith is now in the crucible, it is being tested by fire and there is no fix
ed and sufficient resting place for the heart and mind but in the
Throne of God. What is needed now, as never before, is a full,
positive, constructive setting forth of the Godhood of God". Now
these words, surprisingly as it may seem, were written at the end of the
first World War in 1918. Yet 1am truly convinced of their relevance to
the situation which is confronting us in the Church and the Nation at
this time.

It is one thing to criticise the low moral and spiritual condition of
our permissive society, but it is quite another matter to discover the
reason why or to find out what is the matter. For too long we have
considered the matter purely from a human viewpoint, and have left
God completely out of the picture. We are, alas! merely reaping what
we have sown as a nation. We have believed we can remain an upright
and moral nation without the aid of Almighty God. Once moral
values and standards are divorced from God at the heart of life they
will slowly disappear and ultimately become non-existent. For why
maintain moral principles and values in private life, in the business
world, or in the political arena if there is no God we are any longer
answerable to? Such a "God" is clearly not worth believing in, let
alone able to govern the affairs of our lives. Now this appears to me to
be the very crux of the matter. I believe it is very true to say that man,
generally speaking, and indeed the church at large, has come to a
small conception of God. At the worst we have been told by the
American theologians William Hamilton and Thomas Altizer: "God
has died in our time, in our history, in our existence".

My supreme purpose in writing this article is humbly to seek an
answer as to why we have reached this dreadful state of affairs. As I
begin I make no excuse for beginning with God. Does not the Bible
commence with these majestic words: "In the beginning God ... ". We
need to see that theology used to begin with the study of God. But now
it has become largely concerned with the study of men's ideas about
God. In many books which you read on this matter, or programmes
which you may view, you find that Christianity has become a study of
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theologians rather than a study of theology. We have listened too long
to man saying "Now I think this" rather than hearing "God has said
this".

Up to the 19th century it was normal for a man to begin a systematic
study of theology with God Himself. He was the obvious starting
point. But a change came about mainly under the influence of a Ger
man by the name of F. D. E. Schleiemacher (1763-1834) who introduc
ed a totally new approach. Broadly speaking he substituted the
religious consciousness of man for the Word of God as the very source
of truth about God. Now this is most vitally important for us to
understand. For what it was to mean in effect was that faith in the Bi
ble as the revelation of God came to be done away with by many.
There came about a total transference of emphasis from faith to
reason as the basic standard for any man coming to know God. This
naturally came to mean that man, generally speaking, was no longer
concerned with what God had revealed to man through the Bible but
rather what man could discover with his own mind. The whole move
ment of Christianity which had hitherto been a movement Godward to
manward now began with man. From that time the "I" of man took
the place of "God". The state of affairs this led to was that what
reason could not accept about God was thrown on one side. The
miraculous and the supernatural became meaningless. Man, rather
than remaining a worshipper of God, became a critic of God. And
even where man has remained a worshipper he, generally speaking,
only worships a God of his own imagination and creation. He is no
longer a worshipper of the great God of the Bible but, at best, a wor
shipper of a man-sized God-a very small God indeed. A God far, far
too small to meet the deep problems of life at a private or public level
in the eighties. He is, therefore, quite logically cast overboard as not
wanted on journey. The average man in the street (whoever he may
be!) has not missed this God very much when Altizer has said "God is
dead" and John Robinson, the former Bishop of Woolwich, has in
formed us that He is no longer "out there". I suggest that long before
these men made their utterances, the average man had long since ceas
ed to believe in a great God in his life. We need to recall that a man of
God of a bygone age reminded his generation that in the study of all
sciences man places himself ABOVE the object of his investigation but
in the study of God he places himself BENEATH the object of
knowledge. Too long modern man has had the audacity to measure
Almighty God by the crooked yardstick of his fallen, finite and 
unenlightened mind. The only hope for man is to realise the gulf bet
ween the finite mind of mortal man and the infinite mind of Almighty
God.
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The way back from a small view of God to a great view of Him is to
hear Him speak just these words to our day: "For as the heavens are
higher than the earth so are my ways higher than your ways and MY
THOUGHTS THAN YOUR THOUGHTS" (Isaiah 55:9). It is to
acknowledge that the greatest wisdom of man will never come to a
knowledge of God by natural investigation and observation. The
record of the history of the mind of man reads' 'the world by wisdom
knew not God". Blaise Pascal, the great French mathematician and
scientist, came to realise that "the supremest achievement of reason is
to bring us to see that THERE IS A LIMIT TO REASON".

Alas! Even the Christian Church has often allowed itself to be
driven back into a corner of the defensive. It has so often sought to
answer modern critical scholarship of the greatness of the things of
God with mere human scholarship and learning. This is not for a mo
ment to suggest we should do away with learning, but rather let God
speak for Himself. For the Bible seeks not to defend God with clever
rational arguments but to declare God in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Nowhere does the Bible seek to prove the existence of God but simply
declares "in the beginning God". Our only hope is to stand where
Paul stood before the most sophisticated and learned, yet pagan,
world and utter in the eighties to our permissive and pagan society
"whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, Him I declare unto you. God
that made the world ... " (Acts 17:23.24).

If we as a Church or nation want to know a God who is greater than
the greatest problems confronting us today we have to stop believing
in a God who is no larger than our own minds. For that was the secret
of this man Paul, who no doubt changed the lives of thousands
because he believed firstly: "But the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God for they are foolishness unto him, neither
can he know them because they are spiritually discerned". Nothing
less than the Spirit of God entering into our lives will bring us back to
see, know, and prove again the greatness of God. Then, and only
then, you will prove that He "is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think". It is an actual fact that God is still able
to do greater things than the greatest prayer we can ask, and greater
things than the greatest thought we have thought of Him. The man
who has God's Spirit has God's outlook even in the blackest hour. He
is the man who in 1981 is brave enough to say "I have listened too
long to man. I must begin to listen to God". He looks back to the dark
days of the past history of man and he reads "the people that do
KNOW their God shall be STRONG and do EXPLOITS". He stands
again with the psalmist and says "My soul wait thou ONLY upon God
for my expectation is from Him". Then will he go out into permissive
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Britain like a man whost' maxim was "Expect GREAT things from
God, attempt GREAT things for God". Yet finally he will believe,
even in 1981, that God will yet change the lives of people in Britain
again, for he believes God's promise still: "Be STILL and know that I
AM God, I WILL be exalted among the heathen, I WILL be exalted in
the earth"-that God is still worth believing in!

Final Perseverance
F. J. HARRIS

"He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ". Phil. 1:6.

The most wonderful, glorious and important thing tijat can ever
happen to a person in this life is to be made, by grace, a child of God.
To be forgiven, reconciled, justified, adopted and given a title to
heaven is to be blessed beyond all human comprehension. It follows,
therefore, that to feel that there is a possibility that these greatest of all
blessings can be lost must fill the soul with anguish, rob it of all true
assurance and throw serious doubts upon the wisdom, love and power
of God. And yet undoubtedly there are true Christians who are con
fused and troubled by such thoughts. It is my intention, with God's
help, to seek to dispel these doubts, clear this confusion and do this by
stating simply the great biblical doctrine of 'the final perseverance of
the saints'.

This doctrine of 'final perseverance', otherwise known as the eternal
security of believers, answers the question "Can a soul, once truly sav
ed, ever be finally lost?" with an emphatic "No!". The best of Chris
tians have sometimes been perplexed by this question, especially when
they have seen some, whom they regarded as true Christians, ap
parently falling away from the faith.

Regarding those who seem to have 'fallen away', two things need to
be considered. Firstly, were they ever truly born again? Were they real
ly the subjects of a divine work of grace? We may be assured that no
matter how earnest and religious people may be, if their religion is not
of God then no matter how orthodox it seems, it will come to nothing.
But, secondly, they may repent and return to God. A true Christian
may so backslide as to lose all appearance of religion but if he is a true
child of God, in due season he will be restored. God says. "I will heal
their backsliding, I will love them freely" (i.e. in a manner totally
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unrelated to their deserving) Hosea 14:4; so that we may boldly say,
"Rejoice not against me 0 mine enemy; when I fall, I shall arise"
(Micah 7:8).

In any case we are never to draw our doctrine from our own ex
perience or the experience of others but from scripture alone, and
when we turn to the inspired word of God we see the blessed truth of
final perseverance clearly stated. We may give seven Biblical reasons
for this assurance:

(a) Direct assertions-"I give unto them eternal life; and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand" (John
10:28). "Kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation,
ready to be revealed in the last time" (1 Peter 1:5; see also Phil. 1:6).

(b) The doctrine of election. Those whom God has chosen from the
foundation of the world (Eph 1:4) shall certainly persevere for they are
"chosen unto salvation" (2 Thess. 2:13). Such cannot be deceived
(Matt 24:24), are ordained to eternal life (Acts 13:48), and are already
glorified in the plan and purpose of God (Rom 8:30).

(c) The Covenant of Grace. In this covenant believers were given to
Christ (John 17: 2,6,9,11) and on their behalf He fulfilled all their
obligations. Of them Christ said not only that they should all come to
Him but that he should lose none of them (John 6:37,39).

(d) The Atonement-wherebY Christ paid the penalty and made full
satisfaction for all the sins of His people (1 Peter 2:24). Believers were
purchased by His precious blood and redeemed from the curse of the
law (Gal. 3: 13). Should one believer be lost and fall again under the
curse, the very foundation of God would be shaken. Toplady put it
perfectly in the hymn:

HIf Thou hast my discharge procured,
And freely in my place endured
The whole of wrath divine:
Payment God cannot twice demand,
FIrst at my bleeding Surety's hand
And then again at mine'~

(e) God's unchangeableness. He has loved us with an everlasting love
(Jer. 31 :3). He says, "I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons
of Jacob are not consumed" (Mal. 3:6).

(f) The indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is given to believers to
reside in them for ever (John 14:16). We are thus marked, as by a seal,
as belonging to God (2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1: 13). Moreover, the Spirit is
described as an 'earnest' or first instalment of the promise received, in
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pledge of complete fulfilment (2 Cor. 5:5 Eph. 1:14). Again Toplady
has a word:

"I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven".

(g) Christ's intercession. He prayed that those whom the Father has
given Him may be with Him where He is, that they may behold His
glory (John 17:24), and that prayer was not for the disciples alone but
for all believers (verse 20). "Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ?" wrote the apostle, "it is Christ that died, yea rather that is
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh in
tercession for us". (Rom. 8:34). Similarly we read in Hebrews 7:25
"He is able also to save them to the uttermost (to the very end) that
come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make interces'sion for
them".

The emphasis in all these arguments is on the character and work of
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. We would be
the first to admit that if perseverance depended on ourselves we cer
tainly would not persevere for one hour, but as salvation in all its parts
is the Lord's work-His in its beginnings, His in its continuance, and
His in its completion-it is foolish to think that anything can hinder it
or frustrate His design. He Who has said "the righteous shall hold on
his way" (Job 17:9) knew what was in us before He began His work,
and knowing our guilt, our rebelliousness, our waywardness and our
sinfulness, He gave us to Christ and Christ to us, and will He abandon
us now-or ever? It is unthinkable, impossible.

If our perseverance did not depend on the everlasting covenant love
of God none of us would be saved. What would our feeble efforts, our
imperfect acts, our pitiful weakness, avail against the world, the flesh
and the devil? How precious then is the text which heads this article.
From first to last God is at work and though we must indeed "work
out our own salvation with fear and trembling, it is God that worketh
in us both to will and do of His good pleasure" (Phi!. 2: 12, 13).

What else can support us in this present evil world? Where would
we be in the floods of adversity if we did not know that:

"His oath, His covenant and blood,
Support me in the 'whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay':

What joy this blessed truth should afford us. God, having given us
grace, is pledged to give us glory (Psalm 84: 11). Our Father loves us
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and will never leave us; our Saviour is united to us and there can never
be a separation; the Holy Spirit has made us His temple and will dwell
in us for ever. Let us therefore go on in faith and joy, overcoming the
world, resisting the devil, and fighting against sin. The race will soon
be over, the victory soon won, the crown received and glory revealed
in us.

"For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans
8:38,39).

Old Testament Studies
JOSEPH

MAURICE HANDFORD

The story of Joseph is one of the most complete, graphic and attrac
tive stories in the Old Testament. He was the late-born and greatly
beloved son of Jacob and Rachel. Dr. Alexander Whyte says of him
"Joseph inherited all his mother's proverbial gracefulness and
sweetness and attractive beauty".

There is much in the story to remind us of Christ; indeed, Joseph is
a beautiful and striking type of the Lord Jesus. He was beloved of his
father; sent on a mission to his brethren; sold for pieces of silver; un
justly condemned as a malefactor and then exalted as a prince.

Joseph was tested possibly more than any other Old Testament
saint, apart from Job, yet he remained true; he triumphed, trusting in
the faithfulness of God. He had to contend with hatred in the home,
for although he was beloved as a son he was hated as a brother. It was
no easy matter to live in an atmosphere of hatred in the home. He was
hated on account of the privileges he enjoyed; the piety he exhibited;
and the prospects which undoubtedly lay before him.

UNSHAKEN FAITH
Joseph was the victim of the treachery of his brothers. Their envy

vented itself in binding him and selling him for a small sum. As a
young member of the family he might have expected the guidance and
protection of his brothers, but "they hated him and could not speak
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peaceably unto him". Instead of affording him protection they sold
him into slavery. What thoughts must have crowded in upon Joseph!
Tears, homesickness, sorrow and distress were his lot; but his faith re
mained unshaken by those trials. The secret of Joseph's triumph is
found in the words "the Lord was with Joseph" (Gen. 39:2). How he
would have endorsed Paul's great affirmation, "if God be for us, who
can be against us?"

STEADFAST MORALS
Whilst serving in Potiphar's house, his master's wife accused him of

a vile intention. The devil used Potiphar's wife as his instrument; the
suggestion was made that Joseph should cut himself loose from the
old life and get all the pleasure he could. Joseph, stood firm, saying
"how can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?". Duty to
his earthly master and loyalty to God were his two dominating prin
ciples. We need to remember that at this time Joseph was a slave in a
foreign land, removed from home influences and without religious or
dinances, but he would not yield to temptation. In Egypt Joseph was
"plunged into the most corrupt society that rotted in that age on the
face of the earth" (Alexander Whyte).

Potiphar's wife's indictment was only too successful and Joseph
was cast into prison. He was innocent, but against the alleged evidence
he was powerless. He had to pay the price for being true to his moral
convictions, but he felt it better to have a clear conscience and be in
prison than to do wickedness and sit at ease in freedom. He might
have been tempted to despair but through this trying experience
Joseph's faith burned brightly; he was not forsaken, for "the Lord
was with him" even in prison. God had a wise purpose in it all though
Joseph may not have seen it at the time.

Joseph was but one of a long line of God's servants who have oc
cupied a prison cell for the sake of the Name. Paul and Silas were
enabled in the prison cell at Philippi to pray and sing praises unto
God. John, banished to Patmos, was nevertheless enabled to be in the
Spirit on the Lord's Day. Samuel Rutherford in Aberdeen and John
Bunyan in Bedford alike experienced the enabling grace of Christ, and
from their cells have come spiritual treasures which have enriched
each succeeding generation. Someone has said that trial never burned
the image of Christ out of any gracious heart.

We find, also, that Joseph's faith was not unduly perturbed by
broken pledges. The chief butler. when he was restored to his former
position, completely forgot his promises to Joseph. To be let down by
trusted friends can be very trying to flesh and blood, and hope defer
red makes the heart sick, says the inspired writer.



250 The Gospel Magazine

GREAT HUMILITY
The Scripture says "them that honour Me, I will honour"-this is

abundantly illustrated in the story of Joseph. God highly exalted him
so that he was nex~ to Pharaoh in the kingdom.

Exaltation proves the undoing of many, but Joseph remained hum
ble and gave God the glory. Honour was not only given to him, it was
heaped upon him. Joseph recognised that his exaltation was for some
definite purpose in the plan and will of God. He realised that his
brothers, the slave merchants and Potiphar's wife were but links in the
chain and that God was overruling all their evil designs. Joseph's
pathway to prosperity was fraught with many trials. He was wonder
fully prepared for his great task in life by the experience he had gained
from the oversight of Potiphar's house and the responsibility entrusted
to him in the prison.

He was humble in his greatness. May we know something of the
grace of humility, remembering the exhortation "humble yourselves
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time" (l
Peter 5:6).

THE BIBLE

How precious is the Book Divine
By inspiration given.

Bright as a lamp its doctrines shine,
To guide our souls to heaven.

It sweetly cheers our drooping hearts
In this dark vale of tears;

Life, light and joy its truth imparts,
And quells our rising fears.

This lamp, through all the tedious night
Of life, shall guide our way;

Till we behold the clearer light
Of everlasting day!

John Fawcett, 1782.
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"Art thou he that
troubleth Israel?"

IRFON HUGHES

251

There is no stranger comment throughout the Scriptures than this.
It is strange because of the man who uttered it. There was no worse
king in Israel than Ahab. 1 Kings 16:33 tells us that he did more than
all the previous kings of Israel to provoke the Lord to anger. The
catalogue of his crimes is very long, he disregarded all of God's laws
and disobeyed them with studied carelessness (verse 31), he married a
Zidonian and allowed her to bring in idol worship and all the
debauchery and wickedness which accompanied such religious
ceremonies. He himself joined in such heathen worship and was per
sonally responsible for the building of heathen altars and groves. He
allowed the breaking of God's Word concerning the building of
Jericho's walls and generally by his selfish tyranny and godless
behaviour brought the whole wrath of God upon the Northern
Kingdom. If Israel was being troubled he was certainly the cause of it.
Yet sin makes men blind to every cause in themselves of God's anger
and they see the fault anywhere but in themselves.

But this comment is strange because of the man to whom it was
spoken. Elijah simply appears on the scene. He came from Gilead
which is beyond Jordan, a desert land; yet he was a man who knew his
God as Sovereign and Holy and he was jealous for that holiness and
righteousness. His call to confront Ahab meant that he took those
things which he knew in experience to be true. His great concern,
despite the stern aspect of his ministry, was to bring the Israelites back
to God-nothing more and nothing less. In a word, his ministry was
one of love. He knew what God was like-a jealous God, a God of
judgement upon those who broke His law, but a God of infinite com
passion to those who loved Him and kept His commandments. Elijah
was simply concerned that all men and women, including Ahab and
Jezebel, would repent and turn to God. To do this his ministry had to
include many rough things, but it was still restoration and repentance
which filled his heart. If Israel was being troubled it was not by Elijah.
He sought to please God and bring peace to Israel, yet he stands accus
ed.

Why should this contradiction be? It is the "contradiction of sin
ners" in every age. Wherever one turns in Scripture one finds similar
accusations made against men of God. Abel was a man of God but
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Cain could not bear him and killed him. Moses sought to defend the
honour of God's people, but an Israelite threatened to expose him.
Our Lord healed the Gadarene demoniac but the Gadarenes asked him
to leave their coasts. Paul brought the Gospel to Thessalonica and
Berea but he was stoned. John, the beloved disciple, whose whole
ethos was love, was exiled to Patmos for his faith. Church history
only confirms that picture of wrongful accusation and malicious
slander. John Hus died as though he were a heretic, even though men,
in God's name, broke their word. Mary Tudor killed no less than 360
men and women in six years, godly preachers like Hooper and Brad
ford, Christian mothers and fathers and aged saints-all in the name
of her paganism and because these people troubled, she said, the peace
of the realm. Today is no different. O~ what crime is Georgi Vins guil
ty? What have his fellow believers in Russia or China done to deserve the
terrible fate they endure? The only accusation could be framed in
these words of Ahab and wicked lying words at that. It is for their
faith and love and allegiance to Christ. Because of their jealousy for
the Lord and His glory they are prepared to stand against godlessness.
Their mission is one of love for their fellowmen but their accusers
would have men believe they are the root cause of the malaise in their
own land. Who knows when the authorities will blame our terrible
situation on Christians?

Why should Ahab blame Elijah, why should the godless blame the
godly for God's judgements? The reasons are very clear.

Firstly, the ungodly prefer the darkness to the light. Their world of
sin and hopelessness is infinitely preferable to the light of the Gospel
of 'salvation. Ahab knew that if God's word was brought to bear on
his behaviour, if he was publicly compared to Scripture all would be
lost. He might argue that he gave stability to the country but he knew
full well that his actions were ungodly and wicked. He must shift the
blame and so save himself. This reveals the tragedy of unbelief. Not
only do unbelievers insist in keeping their own pride intact but they
cannot be still whilst holiness and purity of life is found in the land. It
must be accused and be accounted narrow, pleasure-destroying and
short-sighted. To remove the Sabbath day is enlightened, to preserve
its sanctity is old-fashioned and retrogressive; to condemn adultery
and fornication is to misunderstand natural desires; to condemn abor
tion and euthanasia is to fail to allow human dignity its rightful place.
The people who support such things are always willing to join Ahab
and point the finger of accusation at the man of God. Although from
love for God and his fellow men he seeks to bring God's standards to
bear on everything yet he is the one who must bear the opprobrium of
being the one who "troubles Israel".
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But not only are the big issues of the day afraid of coming to tht:
light, the small issues too hate the light and prefer to lodge in some
nook or cranny and accuse men of God of lacking in tolerance and
compassion. The gossip, the sinner in eye and tongue, the evil eye, the
rumour-monger, all can say that they do no great wickedness, but they
do not worship God nor serve the Lord Christ as their Saviour either.
The respectable and decent who are unrepentant of sin are no safer
than the murderer in the Judgement, and convicting comments to such
will bring the same response-"stop disturbing our peace, you are
troubling Israel".

Secondly, the godless hate the godly because they are not
answerable to any earthly authority and are therefore heedless for
their own future.

Let us make no mistake about it, Ahab hated Elijah. His remark is
no joke or friendly taunt. Elijah was likely to undermine his pleasure,
his rule and his pride, and he could not stop him in any way. Ahab
could persuade, tempt and threaten, it made no difference, Elijah
belonged to God and obeyed Him alone. When Elijah looked at Israel
he looked at it alongside the Word of God, and he obviously believed
that confrontation with that Word was that God desired, else why give
the Word at all. Further, Elijah could have echoed that answer to the
first question of the Westminster Shorter Catechism "Man's chief end
is to glorify God and enjoy Him for ever". All of Elijah's life had
those two ends in view-God's glory and God's fellowship. He could
stand before kings, accuse queens and be fed by angels, but it was the
reassuring still small voice which brought him to his knees.

How we need to learn from Elijah. Our stand before a watching
world must ever be in the awareness that we are not "our own" and
that we "live no longer unto ourselves". We own Christ and He will
own us before the angels. Paul could tell Timothy that this eternal
ownership and eternal reward was at the very base of true Christianity,
it is of the essence of the faith (2. Tim. 2: 11-13).

It may very well be that, having forgotten that we belong to God,
our Christian witness has waxed weak in this twentieth century, and
because we fear for ourselves and even fear rejection and death we are
slower than we ought to be in standing for God's sovereign rights. Yet
our Lord warned us that we could expect no less. Elijah had grasped
this principle and so he suffered the lie that Ahab uttered. But the
ungodly so hate godliness and know it accuses them that they must
place it in the context of doing the maximum amount of national and
social harm. In so doing, the eyes of the witness often move from the
divine commission to self-mortification and self-preservation. But we
may not do so; let our eyes be upon Him who brought us from death
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to life and whose eternal glory is more important to us than riches.
We, one day, will share in that eternal weight of glory; let us not deny
Him now.

The third reason why the Ahabs of this world will always accuse the
Elijahs of faith is that their message is never pleasant yet they are cer
tain it is true. The true Christian is more concerned with holiness than
with the assurance that he is a child of God; likewise he is more con
cerned to disturb people's false assurance and false peace than to let
them, in self-delusion, go to a godless eternity. Better to go doubtingly
into heaven than confidently into hell. Ahab could say that Elijah
troubled Israel, the people of God. In those words there is an underly
ing criticism "don't you know, Elijah, that these are God's people
chosen by Him, having a special relationship with Him; they don't
need condemnation but encouragement, not law but comfort, not a
disturbed peace but the opportunity to go on serving God in their own
way". But Elijah's response was the response of the true man of God;
it is very simply that God requires a true and broken spirit in those
who worship Him; a worship which is consistent with His holy laws
and a true love and concern to be like Him, not a spirit which suggests
they know Him and that is all that matters. In order that we should be
holy, serious and drastic measures were required-self-denial, self
control, mortification, self abasement. The Christian Gospel's view of
sanctification is never easy or pleasant, but its rewards are matchless.
The godless hate the certainty that God's servants inevitably display.
They hate such certainty because it stems from a real knowledge of
God and a confidence that God has spoken. The godless, the carnal
and formal, cannot bear to think that their opinions are not impor
tant, that truth is not opinion but fact. They know nothing of the
power of truth, the result is that they must quench and bring into
disrepute those who believe God has met them. So they join with
Ahab and accuse the godly of being a trouble to Israel.

In these words, then, we find a warning to God's people. If yOll
would stand fast in Christ and oppose evil, then inevitably you will be
accused of troubling Israel, of rocking the boat of what is called "per
sonal peace and personal affluence". Further, men by nature hate God,
and His servants cannot expect better than their Master. Let us
remember to put His word and His work above all things. Elijah did
not retreat when Ahab made this unjust accusation; on the contrary,
he could point out that God is not angry with him but with Ahab's
law-breaking and disregard of God's Word. May we be able to speak
with similar conviction and from a similar position of strength.

We find here, too, very solemn instruction. The behaviour of those
under conviction, or in opposition to God, can be painful and
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sometimes vitriolic and the injustice is hard to bear. We must under
stand that unregenerate mind by remembering our own pre-conversion
opposition to truth. Further, we should never forget the hatred and
malignity of Satan against the Gospel, indeed we are not to be ig
norant of his devices. Let us never underestimate sin as a force against
God and His servants. Sin is a deep-rooted disease which will do
anything to continue in control; defamation and lies are part of its
stock-in-trade, and it is true that "throw enough mud and some must
stick". Perhaps one other note of instruction may not be amiss.
Ahab purported to speak on behalf of God's people-would you be
happy to make complaints against God's servants, would Ahab speak
for you?

Lastly, we find great encouragement here. Faithfulness will bring
opposition, you can't be far wrong if the forces of organised religion
and unbelief find you such a threat. The great encouragement is that
God is for us and will vindicate us. Elijah saw God answer on Mount
Carmel, saw the sending of rain; all Ahab's words were of no conse
quence when God showed His faithfulness to His servant.

THE WORD OF GOD
The Bible contains:

The mind of God; the state of man; the way of salvation; the doom
of sinners; the happiness of believers.

Its doctrines are holy; its precepts binding; its stories true; its deci
sions immutable.

Read it to be wise; believe it to be safe; practice it to be holy.
It contains light to direct you, food to support you and comfort to

cheer.you.
It is the traveller's map; the pilgrim's staff; the pilot's compass; the

soldier's sword; the Christian's charter.
Here Paradise is restored, heaven opened and the gates of hell closed.
Christ is its grand object; the glory of God its end.
It should fill the memory, rule the heart and guide the feet.
Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully.
It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, a river of pleasure.
It involves the highest responsibility; will reward the labourer and

condemn all who trifle with its contents.
(from an old book)
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For Younger Readers
JOHN TALLACH

THOMAS HOGG (ID

When Hogg went to Kiltearn, there were not many people there who
knew the Lord Jesus as their Saviour. But as he preached in the church
and spoke in their homes, a great change came in the lives of quite a
number of his people.

When he had been there for four years, Hogg saw that it was time to
hold the Lord's Supper-time for men of whom I wrote last time, like
the Laird of Fowlis, the converted colonel and John the tinker, to sit
down at the Lord's Table together. And as Hogg preached on the mor
ning of that Lord's Day on the death of Christ, there was at least one
man in the congregation who came to trust Jesus as his Saviour for the
first time.

The period when Hogg was minister of Kiltearn was a time when
there was a lot of discussion in Britain about God and how He should
be worshipped. Those who had power in the Church and in the coun
try were trying to make everybody agree to worship God in one par
ticular way. But there were some in different parts of Britain who
refused to be told by the King and by the Church that they must wor
ship God in a way which they did not themselves feel to be right. John
Bunyan, who wrote The Pi/grim's Progress, was one godly preacher in
England who was put in prison at this time. There were many who suf
fered, too, in Scotland. About one third of the ministers left the
church, and Hogg was one of them.

Not that he left the Church so much as that he was put out. Because
he would not accept what he could not see to be taught by the word of
God, Hogg was declared by the Church to be no longer a minister. It
was a sad day in Kiltearn when Hogg preached his last sermon before
leaving them. Hogg told his congregation, however, one thing which
encouraged them. He said that, although he would be away from them
for many years, he would come back to them after the time of trouble
had passed away.

As with four hundred other Scottish ministers who suffered for
their beliefs along with him, Hogg had to leave home and find
somewhere else to live away from his congregation. It was good for
them that many people shared their views. Some of those who agreed
with the "outed" ministers were wealthy people, owning land and
house around Kiltearn, Inverness, and along the coast to the east of
Inverness. One of these men was the Laird of Park, whose sister Hogg
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had married some time before this. After leaving Kiltearn, Hogg and
his wife first lived with the Laird of Park at Inscoch Castle; then the
Laird gave Hogg a house and farm on his land near the village of
Auldearn. The farm was called Knockoudie.

A law had now been passed that the only services to be attended
were those held by ministers supported by the Government. Those
holding, and those attending any other services were breaking the law.
However, Hogg felt that his call to preach had come, not from men,
but from God. So, in the farmhouse at Knockoudie, he continued to
preach. Many people travelled long distances to hear him (some even
from as far away as Kiltearn) and numbers of his hearers were con
verted.

As time passed the house, and even the barns of Knockoudie, could
not contain Hogg's hearers. So he and his congregation began to hold
services in the open air. There was a spot to the south of Auldearn
which suited their purpose well. It was a hollow on the side of a hill,
with gorse to provide some cover for the movements of the people,
and with a granite boulder which made a perfect pulpit.

But this freedom could not last forever. In 1668 an order was issued
for Hogg's arrest. He and two other ministers who had been preaching
without permission were arrested and placed in prison at Forres. At
once everyone in the countryside around was talking about the im
prisoned ministers. Many paid a visit to Forres to meet this Mr. Hogg
about whom so much was being said. They found him a man who lov
ed God, a man who was kind even to his enemies, a man who seemed
to speak and think only of Christ. Some ministers who agreed with
him, and who had not been so bold as he had been, felt moved by
Hogg's imprisonment to start preaching themselves. Then, after some
months, the ministers in Forres prison were suddenly set free. An Earl
was said to have obtained this, and no doubt he had something to do
with it. But the many godly women in the area who had specially been
praying for Hogg saw the hand of God in his release.

For the following years Hogg preached as before in his house or on
the hillside. But in 1675 there was another attempt made to silence
him. A law was passed against him and preachers like him, saying that
no-one was to offer them any help. If anybody was caught speaking to
Hogg, or giving him food or shelter, they would be punished.

Soldiers were searching the countryside for Hogg. One day a party
of them were seen approaching Knockoudie farm. What was Hogg to
do? A friend of his hurried him out of the house and down the hill. At
the bottom of the hill, the road crossed over a stream by a bridge made
of three flat stones laid side by side. Hogg's friend pushed him under
this rough bridge and walked away. The soldiers could not find Hogg
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at his house. After a while they mounted their horses again and rode
down the hill, still searching for him. As they crossed the bridge one
soldier swore, "We'll find him if he's on this side of Hell". The man
they were so determined to find was as near to them at that moment as
he could be, but they did not find him.

Although Hogg hid on that occasion, there were other times when
he was being hunted and he did not hide. He felt, "I have done
nothing wrong, so why should I run away?" One time some men came
around the area, meaning to arrest Hogg. Hogg just sat where he was,
waiting for them to come. But a woman nearby heard of this, and
went to pray to God. Hogg was the minister through whose preaching
she had come to know Jesus, so she loved Hogg very much. She
prayed to God that he would not allow her minister to be caught and
taken away. For some reason or other, these men did not find Hogg
that day.

But, in 1677 Hogg was arrested again at Forres and brought to
Edinburgh. Asked if he would promise to stop preaching Hogg refus
ed, and was sentenced to imprisonment in the Bass Rock.

The Bass Rock was a tiny island of rock, off the coast, east of Edin
burgh, which was used at the time as a prison. What would Hogg's
feelings have been, when he looked from the rowing boat up the four
hundred feet of rock rising straight out of the sea, and when he
clambered up the rough steps cut out of the face of the rock? To think
that this must now be his home!

Not very long before being sent to the Bass Rock, Hogg had been
ill. After he had been here for some time, he fell ill again. A doctor
came to see him-no doubt paid for by Hogg's friends-and advised
Hogg to petition those who had sent him there to set him free for a
while. Hogg would not do this, so the doctor himself sent an urgent
letter to Edinburgh, telling the Privy Council that, if Hogg was not
released, he would die. Some on the Council felt sorry for Hogg, but
the man who was doing most to support the official Church in
Scotland had a different attitude. He said that, if the justice of God
was pursuing Hogg to death, the Government should not seek to in
terfere by showing him mercy. In fact, this Archbishop Sharp said
that, if there was another room lower down on the rock than the one
Hogg was in, he should be put into it! This became the decision of the
Council.

When a note containing this decision arrived at the Rock, it was sent
down to the room where Hogg was lying sick. Hogg raised himself on
his elbow to read it, and thought, "This is as severe as if Satan himself
had written it". As Hogg was taken out of that room, and placed in a
filthy dungeon deeper into the Rock, his friend William Balloch was

•
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weeping and saying, "now your death is inevitable". But Hogg did not
agree. Turning to Balloch he said, "No; now that men have no mercy,
the Lord will show Himself merciful: from the moment of my entering
this dungeon I date my recovery". And that is how it turned out. Pro
bably this room was more damp, and Hogg would be able to hear the
waves crashing against the Rock louder than before, but Hogg's
health began to improve. And he did not feel any hatred towards Ar
chbishop Sharp for how mean he had been to him. Instead, when
anyone spoke against Sharp, Hogg used to make a joke of it. As far as
he was concerned, he would say, Sharp had been a good doctor to
him!

To be continued

A Book Review for Boys and Girls
They Shall Be Mine, John TaIIach, The Banner of Truth Trust,
128pp, paperback £1.95.

I wonder where you start to read The Gospel Magazine? Ever since I
was a little girl I have always turned first to The Younger Readers
pages, and I still do, specially since Rev. John Tallach took these
pages over because I always find his stories very interesting.
Sometimes I know about the people already and then I like to see what
it is he has decided to share with us. Sometimes the stories are quite
new to me, and then I am very grateful to learn something about the
people I hope one day I am going to meet. Have you thought of that?
We only know a few of the Lord's people on earth, but when we get to
heaven we shall meet them all and live with them. They will be our
brothers and sisters, as indeed they are already, if the Lord Jesus has
taken us into His family and given us a heart to love and trust Him.
Now, who ever heard of brothers and sisters not knowing and caring
about each other? We like to know as much a possible about them
don't we? so we can be very grateful to Mr. Tallach for introducing us
to so many of the people of God.

Then there is this extra good news. We do not have to wait a whole
two months for another introduction, because many of these stories
have been collected together in this new book. If you liked the story,
'Rain from below', it's here. If you remember how Henry Venn gave
his cricket bat away at the end of a very important match and why,
you can read the story again, and about the little boy who was to
remember how Henry Venn taught him he need have no fear of the
dark.
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There are new stories about people who are still alive today. In fact,
it was nice to read about someone from Italy whose photograph was in
The Evangelical Times recently. Even today some people have very in
teresting lives.

This is a useful book because you can pick it up and read a chapter
at any time. It would made an ideal bed-time story book and as the
print is very clear those who choose their own readers at school would
be able to manage it themselves. You would also find it useful if you
need a new idea for a Geography Project at school because the stories
come from many different parts of the world.

If you like this book and didn't get Mr. Tallach's first one, God
Made Them Great, here are two worthwhile claimants for your
Christmas and Birthday Book Tokens.

K.E.B.

The Epistle to the Colossians
A. V. McCANDLISH

Cause for Thanksgiving (Ch.l:vv.12-14)

This is our next title as we look at this letter dealing with the all
sufficiency of Christ. Here Paul gives thanks to God for what He had
done for the Christians at Colosse. Notice how very close these results
were to the commission Paul received from the Lord Jesus. "I send
thee to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and
from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of
sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is
in me." Acts 26:18. As we consider Paul's thanksgiving here, let us
make sure that we have received these blessings, so that it may become
the language of our hearts.

1. They had a change in their condition. v.l2.
"Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light."
These Christians, through faith in Christ, had become partakers of

the inheritance of the saints in light. Surely this is "the inheritance in
corruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation". 1 Pet. 1:4,5. What is heaven? It is the place wherein is the
throne of God. It is the place where we shall enjoy perfect unbroken
communion with God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. There is no

•

•
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darkness in heaven, no sin, no ignorance, no misery, all is light. These
Colossians were not actually in heaven, the inheritance was reserved
for them; but they had been made fit to enjoy it. In their natural con
dition they could not possibly endure the presence of God, because of
sin. They were like the crawling creatures under the stones; when the
stones are turned, and they are exposed to the light, they cannot en
dure it, and make haste to hide from it. When Adam and Eve sinned
they tried to hide themselves from God; so it is with all men in the
natural state, they have no desire for the presence of God; but when
these Colossians believed on the Lord, He washed them from their
sins, He gave them a new birth, with a new nature that desires His
presence, and the gift of eternal life, which is fellowship with Him.
They were fitted to enjoy their inheritance, and began there and then
to live the life of fellowship with God. They had q change in their con
dition, they had more than all the wealth in the world. If this is your
experience, then lift up your heart now to the Lord, offer thanksgiving
now, and seek the grace to live a life of thanksgiving every day.

2. They had a change of King, and country. v.13.
"Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath

translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son."
The idea of a change of king, and country, was quite familiar to

these people. You will remember how the king of Assyria came, and
conquered Israel. Then he took most of the people, and transported
them to Halah, and Harbor, and other cities of Assyria. He took the
people of Ava, and Hamath, and Sepharvaim, and transferred them
to Samaria. They became the Samaritans. Here Paul declares that
these Colossians had been in the power of Satan, they were subjects of
the prince of darkness; but God had delivered them from Satan's
power, and had transferred them into the kingdom of His dear Son;
that is, into the kingdom of light; where righteousness, and love, and
peace, and joy hold sway. You will notice that all this is the work of
God. It was God Who delivered, and wrenched them free from the
power of Satan. They were utterly helpless to break the chains of sin
by which they were bound. He transferred them into the kingdom of
Christ. It was not by any exercise of their own will, or any act of theirs
that they became citizens of the kingdom of Christ. No wonder Paul
bursts out in praise, and thanksgiving to God. Is this your experience?
There is here a far greater change for the believer than he will have at
death. When we were converted we were delivered from Satan's rule,
and we became the subjects of the Lord Jesus, and began this life of
fellowship with God. At death, we who believe are simply removed
from our sphere of service here; to the centre, and seat of his govern-
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ment, and to enjoy perfect unbroken fellowship with our Lord. Those
who are not citizens of his kingdom now in this life, will never become
such after death. "Behold, now is the accepted time; now is the day of
salvation." 2 Cor. 6:2. As believers we are delivered from the power of
Satan; let us seek grace to live every day as the subjects of Christ.

3. They had a change of owner. v.14
"In whom we have redemption through His blood, even the

forgiveness of sins."
Redemption brings before us the payment of a price in order to gain

possession of some thing or person, which is in the power of someone
else. In v.l3 we were reminded that these people were held in the
power of Satan. They were sold under sin; held in his power because
of sin, bound by sin. In order to make them His own, Christ must
redeem them. The A.V. has the words "through His blood". It tells us
the price Christ paid to redeem them from the slavery of sin. He must
needs deal with it; so we are brought to Calvary. God the Son redeem
ed them by His blood. He Who created all things, and Who was the
source of all life, suffered and died there to redeem them.

Now we begin to understand why it was necessary for Him to
become man. As God He could not pay that price, He could not die.
By His incarnation, He identified himself with men; so that He could
take their sins. As we see His blood poured out unto death, we begin
to see that there was far more than the physical death of a man. We
are given a glimpse of the spiritual experience through which He pass
ed. He removed their sins by paying the price in full, so we read "in
Whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness
of sins". The idea is of the removal of their sins. We can never realise
all that it meant. This is not the place for calculation, it is the place for
worship. Again we notice the "in Whom we have redemption". It is in
Christ. We see again the mystery of union with Him. Through that
union with Him our sins became His, and His death became ours.
How wonderful are God's ways; let us yield ourselves afresh as
members of His body, that He may speak to others with our tongues,
that our feet may run His errands, that He may use our hands to
minister to the needs of others.

"My memory is nearly gone; hut I rememher two things: that I am a
great sinner and that Christ is a great Saviour."

-John Newton.

•

'l•
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The Protestant Month
FREDERICK PEACOCK
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November deserves to be regarded as essentially the Protestant
month. Events of the greatest importance to the Protestantism of this
country have happened in November. It was on November 10th 1483
that Martin Luther was born, "the solitary monk who shook the
world" and who was instrumental in bringing about a great reforma
tion on the Continent.

It was on November 17th 1558 (12 years after Luther's death) that
Elizabeth was raised to the throne of England. The brief reign of
Queen Mary, who was a Roman Catholic, had been like a horrible
nightmare. Nearly 400 Protestants had been burnt at the stake because
they refused to believe that a wafer biscuit was the actual body and
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. No wonder that Elizabeth's accession
was the cause of great rejoicing throughout the land. The Pope did his
best to terrify the Queen into submission, but all in vain. Neither
could he alienate the sympathies of her subjects from her. It was
doubtless at the Pope's instigation, and certainly with his blessing,
that 30 years later Philip of Spain invaded our shores with his great
Armada of 150 vessels. But God "blew with His winds" and very few
of the vessels returned to Spain to tell the story of their dreadful
defeat. For this glorious victory Queen Elizabeth returned public
thanks to God in St. Paul's Cathedral in the month of November
1588.

On November 5th 1605 God once more graciously interposed and
utterly frustrated the diabolical plot to blow up the Houses of Parlia
ment, a plot hatched by the Roman Catholics. In a cellar under the
'House of Lords 36 barrels of gunpowder had been deposited and Guy
Fawkes was ready to explode them. The plot, however, was discovered
just in the nick of time and the conspirators were brought to a
miserable end. A Form of Prayer with Thanksgiving to be used yearly
on November 5th was then inserted in the Prayer Book, and the
minister of every parish was required to call attention to "this wonder
ful and mighty deliverance". Alas! in the year 1859 this service was
dropped out.

Once more, on November 5th 1688, William Ill, Prince of Orange,
landed at Torbay, He was a staunch Protestant and had been invited
to come and occupy the throne in place of James 11, who had become
a Roman Catholic. James fled to France and never set foot in England
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again. As a result of that bloodless revolution, England secured a Pro
testant constitution which soon made her the wonder of the world.

November is, therefore, a glorious and inspiring month from a Pro
testant point of view.

The Word Became Flesh!
CORNELIS PRONK

In chapter 1 of John's Gospel we read: "In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God"
(vs. 1). In verse 14 he tells us, "And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory of the only begot
ten of the Father,) full of grace and truth". John here is referring to
Jesus Christ as the Word.

What does he mean by that rather strange title? The answer has to
do with God's method of revealing Himself to man. To understand
this term we need to ask what meaning it would have had for those to
whom the Gospel of John was first addressed. For instance, how
could a person with a Jewish background react to this word Word
when he first heard or read it? No doubt the opening verses of John's
Gospel would remind a Jew of Genesis I: 1, where we are told that in
the beginning God spoke and all things came into being.

In other words, to the Jewish mind Jesus would somehow be
associated with the creative power of God in creation. Also, the term
Word would have meant more to a Jew than it does to Gentiles.

In Hebrew a word is something concrete, something like what we
would call an event or a deed. A word spoken was a deed done. "God
said, Let there be light: and there was light." "So shall my word be
that goeth forth out of my mouth; it shall not return unto me void, but
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it" (Isa. 55: 11).

Thus the Jew would be somewhat prepared for the idea that the
Word of God could somehow be seen and touched as well as heard
and that the Word might somehow find expression in a life. It would
not be entirely strange for a Jew to read what it says in Hebrews 1,
namely that "God, who at sundry times and in diverse manners spoke
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days
spoken unto us by His Son" (Heb. 1: 1).

But the Gospel would not only be read by Jews. It would also fall
into the hands of Greeks and of people influenced by Greek thought.
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What would the word Word, or Logos, mean to them? Logos to an
educated Greek stood for "reason" or "order". According to Greek
philosophy, behind the apparent chaos in the universe there is a divine
logos or reason which controls everything. Eventually logos came to
represent the mind of God controlling this world and all men.

It was good strategy on John's part to start his Gospel with this
concept of Logos, because it was a meaningful term for both Jews and
Greeks. By using this loaded term with its theological and
philosophical connotations, John could count on at least the initial in
terest of his readers. To his Jewish readers he said, as it were: listen,
the God of whom you read in Genesis that He created the world and
all things, has appeared in the flesh. To the Greeks he could say: look,
the very thing that has occupied your philosophers for centuries-the
Logos of God, this Word, this controlling power of the universe-has
come to this earth as a Man and we have beheld Him.

Plato, we are told, once said to his students, "It may be that some
day there will come forth from God a Word, a Logos, who will reveal
all mysteries and make everything plain". Well, John is saying here,
this Logos has come; God has revealed Himself to us in His Son, Jesus
Christ. He is the Word of the Father, because He is the Revealer of the
Father, the Exponent of the Godhead. "No man hath seen God at any
time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He
hath declared Him" (John 1:18).

The Word was made flesh! God's eternal Son became truly
man-man all over, within and without, in body, soul and spirit-in
everything but sin. Thus Bethlehem becomes the link between heaven
and earth. God and man meet there, and look each other in the face.
In that young Child man sees God, and God sees man. There is joy in
heaven; there is joy on earth, and the same song of the angels concerns
both: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will
towards men". Jacob's ladder has now been planted firmly on the
earth. God has come down; man will go up. The Seed of the woman
has come. The old serpent's head will soon be crushed, and his wretch
ed slaves set free.

But our text says more. Not only has the Word become flesh, but
He dwelt among us, John adds. Actually it says, and "tabernacled"
among us. The Word was made flesh and pitched His tent among
us-that is how we may translate this phrase.

No doubt John was thinking of Israel's wanderings in the
wilderness here and wanted to make a comparison. Those days in the
wilderness had been great days for Israel, because of the tabernacle
they had in their midst, symbolizing God's Presence. But-now, John
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says, something much greater has happened. The great Antitype of the
tabernacle has come to dwell among us: Jehovah Incarnate.

John closes with a personal testimony: "And we beheld His glory".
The we here refers of course first of all to John and the other disciples
who were eyewitnesses of Christ's glory. But it is also the blessed ex
perience of all believers today. "But we alL.beholding as in a glass the
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to
glory," Paul says in 2 Cor. 3: 18.

It is, then, a privilege common to all believers. But it is limited to
believers, that is, people who have received the gift of faith, whereby
their eyes were opened to see this glory. By nature we see no glory in
Christ. That was as true in John's time as it is in ours. To see glory in
Jesus Christ we need the special illumination of the Holy Spirit. It is
something that has to be revealed to us. When Peter saw something of
this glory and cried out: "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God", the Saviour replied: "Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona: for
flesh and blood hath not revealed it into thee, but my Father which is
in heaven" (Matt. 16:16,17).

The question therefore is, have you ever beheld the glory of Jesus
Christ? Without it all your church-going, all your religious activities
and interests amount to nothing! I'm afraid there are many professing
Christians, too, who fail to see any beauty and preciousness in the
Babe in the manger; there are but few who can say with John: "We
beheld His glory, as of the only begotten of the Father".

For before we can say this we need to see something else first. Those
who behold the glory of Christ, first behold or see their own sinfulness
and wretchedness. They realise that they are dead in trespasses and
sins, yes, children of wrath. They realise also that that awful gap bet
ween themselves and a holy God cannot be bridged by anything they
can do. Yet, they long to be reconciled to God. But how? Only if God
has bridged that unbridgeable gulf caused by sin.

It is this that the Holy Spirit reveals to a poor, convicted sin
ner-that salvation is of the Lord alone, and that Jesus Christ has
come to seek and to save that which was lost. How precious the
Saviour now becomes! "We beheld His glory, the glory of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth."

What does John mean by that phrase: "full of grace and truth"?
Well, here also the purpose is to show the contrast between the
privilege of the New Testament church and those of the Old Dispensa
tion. Old Testament saints enjoyed only a form or shadow worship.
Under this worship the Gospel was enclosed in the rigorous demands
of the law. There was Gospel in the ceremonies, but it was rather
obscure. The Old Testament worship left the conscience burdened and
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the heart unsatisfied. No lasting peace was experienced, for the blood
of goats and bulls could not secure pardon for sin. That is why saints
looked forward in faith to the coming of the Messiah, because He
would bring the fulness of redemption.

"Full of grace and truth" here means full as opposed to partial or
incomplete. Grace is seen as opposed to the Law and its demands of
perfect obedience. Truth is contrasted to the shadow worship which
had now been fulfilled. All the shadows faded away when the Sun of
Righteousness arose with healing in His wings.

For those who believe on Jesus the Law is no longer a demanding
Law; in Christ it is a satisfied Law, because all its demands have been
met. 0, what a Saviour God's people have! Full of grace and truth!

Mary in Scripture
C. KNOX HYNDMAN

This article originally appeared in The Covenanter Witness, the mon
thly magazine of the Reformed Presbyterian Churches of Scotland
and Ireland. It appears here by kind permission.

The New Testament has remarkably little to say about Mary. Yet we
are certain that what God has chosen to make known to us is sufficient
and all that we need to know concerning her.

The chief reason for studying her life, as the life of any disciple of
Christ, is not to lift up that disciple but rather to magnify the Lord.
1. Her relationship to Christ

Throughout the pages of "the Old Testament God's promise to
redeem His people is made known. The way is being prepared for the
coming of the Redeemer. In Isaiah it is prophesied "Behold a virgin
shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his name Emmanuel".

At that appointed time the Redeemer does come to this earth. "But
when the time had fully come God sent His Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, to redeem then that were under the law."

That virgin of whom Isaiah spoke and to whom Paul referred was
Mary. She was that woman chosen to be the mother of the Lord. In
Matthew chapter one we are told how the birth of Jesus Christ came
about. His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but
before they came together she was found to be with child through the
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Holy Spirit. Of all women it was to Mary that this honoured position
was given.

When the angel first made the announcement to Mary his words
began "Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee;
blessed art thou among women".

When Elizabeth, Mary's relative, met her we read that Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit and in a loud voice she exclaimed
"blessed art thou among women". Mary herself sang, from now on all
generations will call me blessed. Mary was highly favoured. Her rela-
tionship to Christ was then first of all that of a mother to her Son. In t
that relationship she would know both the joy of a mother and the
sorrow of a mother. As she cared for her Son and saw Him grow in
wisdom and stature and in favour with God and men she would have
real joy. But there would also be sorrow. When Simeon in the Temple
took the child Jesus in his arms he praised God; but his final word was
to Mary, "this Child is set for the falling and rising again of many in
Israel; and for a sign that will be spoken against that the thoughts of
many hearts may be revealed; yea and a sword shall pierce through
your own soul also".

When during His earthly ministry Jesus was treated with growing
hatred and envy and persecution by the religious rulers Mary surely
experienced great sorrow. The words of Simeon were being fulfilled.
This was particularly so as she went out to the hill of Calvary and saw
Jesus nailed upon the cross. She knew both joy and sorrow in this rela
tionship of a mother to her Son. That relationship however was not
permanent. At the beginning of His public ministry Jesus was present
at a wedding at Cana of Galilee. His mother, we are told, was also
there. During the wedding when the wine ran out she went to speak to
Jesus about this situation. Jesus replied "Woman, what have I to do
with thee? Mine hour is not yet come". Now the term "woman" is not
a harsh form of address but it was important and significant. The
words of Jesus on this occasion clearly show that Mary must leave
Jesus to choose His own times and ways of acting.

Her relationship to Christ was, in the second place, that of a sinner
to her Saviour.

Like every other member of the human race, Mary was born in sin.
It is true of her, as it is true of all, that she has "sinned and come short
of the glory of God". But by God's mercy and grace she had come to
see her need of His salvation and to believe in Christ as Saviour. "My
spirit doth magnify God my Saviour", she sang. Her relationship to
Christ is, then, that of a sinner to her Saviour. This relationship is per
manent and one which had to grow. There is no suggestion that Mary
reached perfection in this life. Rather throughout all her days she
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needed to grow in grace and in the knowledge of Christ. In Matthew
chapter 12 we read that as Jesus was in a house preaching, a message
was brought to Him, "Thy mother and thy brethren stand without,
desiring to speak to Thee". But what they wanted would have diverted
Him from His work. Their suggestion would have hindered Him in
fulfilling His ministry; His mother and brothers stood outside desiring
to speak to Him when they should have been inside desiring to listen to
Him. They interrupted others who were listening gladly. Mary still
needed, as all redeemed sinners do in this life, to learn more of true
submission to Christ.

2. Her witness to Christ
Far from directing the attention of those around to herself, Mary

sought to direct others to Christ. Notice two aspects of her witness.

(a) The witness of her life.
The last place in which Mary is mentioned in Scripture is in the 1st

chapter of the Book of Acts. There we read "these all continued with
one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and with His brethren". There is no suggestion that
she had a position of prominence. She is simply there as a disciple of
Christ joining with others of His people in prayer. Yet in the little that
is told of her we see in her the marks of true discipleship. We have
noted in the above verse her prayerfulness. Note also her meditation.
Twice in Luke's Gospel we are told "Mary kept all these things and
pondered them in her heart". Often she meditated on those things
which were made known to her concerning Christ. In that she is an ex
ample to every Christian. Like her we are to give ourselves to learn
more of Christ, in Whom is hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.

Note too her submission. When at the marriage in Cana Mary
received that gentle word of rebuke from Christ her response was one
of immediate and humble submission. Here too she is an example, for
that is a quality which must be in all of Christ's disciples-humble
submission to His sovereign will.

(b) The witness of her words.
The last words of Mary recorded in the New Testament are in John

chapter two-at the very beginning of Jesus' public ministry. After
that there is silence. No more in all the pages of the New Testament do
we hear Mary speaking. At the wedding feast Mary spoke as a witness
to the servants at the feast. "Whatsoever He saith unto you do it."
How can we profit from the study of Mary in Scripture? We will pro
fit if we take heed to her words. There are many who will do
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something that Christ says but not whatsoever He says. But we are re
quired to do whatsoever He saith. His Word has complete authority
and requires complete obedience.

We will profit also when we realise the position that is ours in
Christ. On that occasion when Jesus was preaching in the home and
the message came that His mother and brothers were outside wanting
to speak to Him. His reply was this "Who is My mother and who are
My brethren?". Pointing to His disciples, He said "Here are My
mother and brothers. For whoever does the will of My Father in
heaven is My brother and sister and mother". Every true disciple is as
near, as precious and as much loved by Christ as is Mary. She has no t
nearer place and no more privilege than the most humble believer. All
obedient believers are near relations of Jesus Christ. They all bear His
name and are members of His family.

"Abundant' ,
SUSAN GLASS

The writer worked for very many years with the Derbyshire Village
Mission; she is now in retirement in her native Ulster.

A word we often find in the Scriptures is the word "abundant" or
"abundantly" and 1 would like you to consider with me the many
ways in which God gives abundantly to His children. There is:

Abundant Provision
"Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that

hath life" (Gen. 1:20). "I have given you every herb bearing
seed ...and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to •
you it shall be for meat" (verse 29). Have you ever marvelled at the
great variety of fish, flesh and fowl and vegetables and fruit, provided
by God for the needs of the world? If there is hunger through lack of
food, it is due to man's selfishness and greed. He has a special provi-
sion for His own, as Paul reminded the Christians at Philippi in his
letter to them "My God shall supply all your need according to His
riches in glory". So if our need is material, physical or spiritual there is
abundant provision from God's storehouse for all. He can even "fur-
nish a table in the wilderness"-you remember how wonderfully He
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supplied the needs of His people in providing manna to eat and water
to drink during their wilderness journeys (see Psalm 78). "Thou
openest thine hand and satisfiest the desire of every living thing"
(Psalm 145:16). In Elijah's day, during a famine, he was sent by God
to a widow and she had only' 'a handful of meal in a barrel and a little
oil in a cruse", but Elijah and this woman and her son were bountiful
ly sustained during that period for "the barrel of meal wasted not,
neither did the cruse of oil fail" (1 Kings 17).

Abundant Forgiveness
"Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his

thoughts and let him return unto the Lord and He will have mercy
upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon" (Isa.
55:7). The dictionary meaning of the word "abundant" is
"plentiful", "fully sufficient"; and God has provided a full and suffi
cient pardon for all our sins, because in Christ there is a full, complete
and sufficient atonement. The abundant forgiveness is seen in that He
not only forgives and forgets, but has even promised to cast into the
depths of the sea the sins of those who repent and turn to the Lord.

Great God of wonders! all Thy ways
Display the attributes divine:
But countless acts ofpardoning grace
Beyond Thine other wonders shine:
Who is a pardoning God like Thee?
Or who has grace so rich and free?

Abundant Grace
"The grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love

which is in Christ Jesus" (1. Tim. 1: 14). "Who has grace so rich and
free?" What is grace? It has been described as "unmerited divine
favour", it is the graciousness of God to give when we had nothing, to
forgive when we were without hope. God's grace is imparted to us
right through our Christian life. We are saved by grace, "by grace are
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God" (Eph. 2:8). We could not by our own efforts or good works ob
tain either salvation or justification, these are freely given by grace to
the one who repents and believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, and who
accepts Him as the only Saviour, on the grounds of His atoning death
on the Cross. "The believer in Christ is now by grace shrouded under
so complete and blessed a righteousness that the law from Mount
Sinai can find neither fault nor diminution" (John Bunyan). John
Newton experienced the grace of God in saving him from a life of sin
and he afterwards wrote his now famous hymn-
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Amazing grace (how sweet the sound!)
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed!

"Where sin abounded grace did much more abound" (Romans
5:20). "Plenteous grace with Thee is found, grace to cover all my
sin".

God's grace is sufficient to meet every circumstance in our Christian
walk and service. "God is able to make all grace abound toward you;
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to
every good work" (2 Cor. 9:8). In times of trial, affliction, weakness,
illness, or temptation His grace is abundant, as the apostle Paul
himself proved when his' 'thorn in the flesh" was not removed in spite
of earnest prayers that it "might depart". But God gave him a great
promise, "My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is made
perfect in weakness", and that promise is the same today for each of
us; let us then "come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may ob
tain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. 4: 16).

Abundant Life
Jesus said "I am come that they might have life and that they might

have it more abundantly" (John 10: 10). From my window I can see an
apple tree-it looks a good tree, and in the month of May it is covered
with pretty apple blossom, so I know it has life; but it has not abun
dant life, for it has not produced many apples these last few years.

Many Christians are like this apple tree-they have life, but they
have not abundant life, for they are not bearing fruit, nor are they
growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

I imagine this apple tree needs two things-feeding and pruning.
The Word of God is the Christian's spiritual food, it should be read
daily, meditated upon and applied to our Christian walk and service.
Here lies the secret of the abundant life. "Our Evangelical forefathers
had fewer means and opportunities than we have ..but the few
weapons they used, they used well. With less noise and applause from
man, they made, I believe, a far deeper mark for God on their genera
tion than we do. Their converts, I suspect, like the old fashioned
cloths and linens, wore better and lasted longer, and faded less and
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kept colour, and were more stable and rooted and grounded than
many of the new-born babes of this day. Ana what was the reason of
all thi5? Simply, I believe, because they gave more attention to private
religion than we do" (Bishop Ryle).

My apple tree also needs pruning. Jesus said "every branch in Me
that beareth not fruit He taketh away and every branch that beareth
fruit He purgeth it (pruneth it) that it may bring forth more fruit"
(John 15:2). The trials and temptations and sorrows that come our
way are often the instruments God uses in the process of pruning, so
that abundant life might flow through us, resulting in abundant fruit.
See Galatians 5:22 for the fruit of the Spirit.

Abundant Joy.
This abundant life will be accompanied by abundant joy. Salvation

is a joyous experience. "Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of
the wells of salvation" (Isa. 12:3). "Let all those that put their trust in
Thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy" (Psalm 5: 11). "The joy of
the Lord is your strength" (Neh 8: 10). The message of the angels to the
shepherds was a joyful one "I bnng you gooa tidings of great
joy... for unto you is born a Saviour". The New Testament Christians
knew something of this abundant joy; even when they were persecuted
and imprisoned they "rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suf
fer shame for His Name" (Acts 5:41) and in 2 Cor. 8:2 we read "in a
great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy...abounded". They
also "took joyfully" the spoiling of their goods. They bore cheerfully
the plundering of their belongings and the confiscation of their pro
perty in the knowledge and consciousness that they had a better and
lasting possession (see Hebrews 10:34).

May these abundant blessings be ours, as we seek day by day, by
God's grace, to glorify Him.

Watchful necessary after blessing.
Satan often tempts Us after some experience of God's blessing. As a

pirate sets on a ship that is richly laden, so when a soul has been laden
with spiritual comforts the devil will be shooting at him, to rob him of
all. The devil hates to see a soul feasted with spiritual joy. Joseph's
many coloured coat, a token of his father's favour, made his brethren
envy him and plot against him. Mter David had the good news of the
pardon of his sin, which must needs have filled him with consolation,
Satan tempted him to a new sin in numbering the people and so all his
comfort was lost.

Thomas Wotson.
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BOOK REVIEWS
The Doctrine of Regeneration, Stephen Charnock, Evangelical
Press, '306pp, £1.80.

When I was but 17-18 years old, I had already enjoyed some of Bax
ter, and then I came across Charnock's "Discourses upon the Ex
istence and Attributes of God". This work made a deep and lasting
impression on my mind, so it is still a pleasure, towards the end of my
days, to have this volume on Regeneration. As the publishers say,
Charnock never wrote such a comprehensive study of Regeneration.
Fortunately, early editors culled these chapters from his more
elaborate works about 1840, and they form a very satisfactory hand
book of christian experience.

The book is divided into four sections, on the necessity for, the
nature of, the author of, and the instrument of Regeneration.

1. The need for Regeneration is seen from the universal sin and
misery of mankind. The Law makes it necessary as does the happiness
of men, every experience of the christian life, the fruits of
righteousness, and the hope of communion with God,

2. The nature of Regeneration is a very enlightening section as it
relates regeneration to the other Christian experiences. He gives a
definition: "Regeneration is a mighty and powerful change, wrought
in the soul by the efficacious working of the Holy Spirit, wherein a
vital principle, a new habit, the law of God, and a divine nature are
put into, and framed in the heart, enabling it to act holy and pleasing
ly to God, and to grow up therein to eternal glory", Then he goes on
to illustrate by contrast the relationship of regeneration to other ex
periences.
It differs from conversion. Regeneration is a spiritual change, conver
sion is a spiritual motion. (Each definition is described in detail, of
course).
It differs from justification, By justification we are reconciled to God:
by regeneration we are assimilated and made like to God. Justification
is a relative change, whereby a man is brought from a state of guilt to
a state of righteousness; from a state of slavery to a state of liberty;
from the obligation of the covenant of works, to the privilege of the
covenant of grace; from being a child of wrath to being an heir of pro
mise. Regeneration is a spiritual change, and real, as when a dead man
is raised from death to life; it is filling the soul with another nature.
It differs from adoption. Adoption gives us the privilege of sons,
regeneration the nature of sons.
It differs from sanctification. Actual sanctification, and the gradual
progress of it, grows from this principle as from a root. We are not



The Gospel Magazine 275

regenerated by faith, though we are sanctified by it. We are new
created by the Spirit of God, infusing faith into us. Faith produces the
acts of grace, but not the habit of grace, because it is itself a part of
this habit. Regeneration seems to be the life of this gradual sanctifica
tion, the health and liveliness of the soul. Sin took not away the
essence of the soul, but the rectitude; the new creation therefore gives
nota new faculty but a new quality. The essential nature of man, his
reason and understanding, are not taken away, but rectified. The old
nature remains, not in its strength with this addition, but is crucified,
and taken away in part with its attendant affections and lusts. It is not
external baptism. Baptism is a means of conveying this grace, when
the Spirit is pleased to operate with it. It is the sacrament of regenera
tion, as the Lord's Supper is of nourishment. The power of Grace in
the regenerate renders it difficult for them to sin. Likeness to Christ
grows by participation in the life of Christ and of the Holy Spirit.

3. God alone is the Author of Regeneration.
Man cannot regenerate himself. His inability comes from his will

and his inborn and acquired habits of sin. No means of grace, neither
the law nor the Gospel, nor man's own moral works can produce it.

God's exclusive agency in regeneration is taught by all the Scrip
tures. God prepares the heart, inspires faith, and calls forth the acts
of the new creature. In all this is manifested God's mercy and
goodness, His Sovereignty, His Truth, His Wisdom, His Power.
Regeneration is a work wrought in the Will, which though depraved is
wrought on by a supernatural influence, not compulsive, but free, gentle,
and yet insuperably victorious. This is God's method, to work first
upon the understanding, then upon the will. That work which begins
first in the affections, without light dawning and breaking in upon the
mind, and growing up by consideration and inquiries into the Gospel,
is to be suspected, and is not likely to be durable.

4. The Instrument of Regeneration.
Our author finally has no difficulty in showing that the Word of

God is the Instrumental cause of Regeneration. The Holy Spirit takes
the Word and applies it in many different ways to the individual soul,
with saving power. Wait upon God, therefore, in His Word, is his
concluding advice.

Stephen Charnock (1628-1680) was a graduate of New College, Ox
ford, served as a chaplain with Henry Cromwell in Ireland, and later
co-pastored a Presbyterian Congregation in London. The Evangelical
Press have done well in producing this very useful Bible Study in so at
tractive a form.

W.J.P.
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Christian Marriage and Divorce, L.S.B. Hyde, 45pp, 60p.
Cremation-Not for Christians, A.J. Levell, 21pp, 35p.
A Christian Attitude to Trades Unions, C.E. Dawson, 24pp, 35p.

These booklets have been issued by the Gospel Standard Trust
Publications. The authors in each case have turned to the Word of God
for light and guidance.

Marriage is shown to be a life-long attachment and the author takes
the view that no divorce is allowable.

Cremation is becoming increasingly popular but the Scriptures give no
encouragement to that view. Burial is seen to be the norm which ac
cords well with the telling figure" ...sown in corruption ... raised in in
corruption".

The interests and activities of Trades Unions involve large groups of
people. It is useful therefore to try to discover what the Bible has to say
on this subject. The author sets out by first considering the proposition
"why work?".

The booklets are well produced and we understand that other titles
are to follow. R.J.L.S.

Sermons on the Saving Work of Christ, John Calvin, Evangelical
Press, 302pp, £3.25.

The power of preaching lies not in the preacher himself but in the
message he proclaims. It is the Gospel that is the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that believeth. Nevertheless we have this
treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be of
God and not of us.

Now, if ever this truth was evident in the life of a preacher it was so
in the case of John Calvin. Suffering constantly with migraine and a
number of other disorders he was often compelled to leave his sick
bed in order to enter the pulpit. The fact that he suffered from asthma
meant that he spoke slowly and deliberately and yet, over a period of
twenty-eight years, he accomplished a work which, due mainly to his
preaching, changed the face of Christendom. (Cr. T.H.L. Parker, The
Oracles of God, pp. 39-43).

What preaching that must have been and what a tremendous
message he proclaimed! Yet, as Paul Henry has reminded us, Calvin's
style "is remarkably simple". Though preaching extempore, Calvin
always exhibits order and arrangement in his sermons and his hearers
are certainly kept in view. Even when preaching on such subjects as
The Return of Christ, there is nothing outlandish nor sensational in
his sermon but a straight-forward unfolding of the passage of Scrip
ture which forms his text.
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We are indebted, therefore, to Leroy Nixon, minister of
Queensboro Hill Community Church, Flushing, New York, for his
translation of these twenty sermons by Calvin. Though the Reformer
ignored the Christian calendar and chose rather to preach right
through whole books of the Bible, the translator has chosen and
grouped these sermons to follow the Christian year. Thus there is an
introductory sermon on the deity of Christ which is followed by one
on our Lord's nativity. Succeeding these, we have nine sermons on the
passion and resurrection of the Lord, four on His ascension and five
on Pentecost and the Final Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Whilst the sermons themselves are absolutely first-rate, we cannot
say the same about the other features that combine to make a book of
this nature.

For one thing, the rather cheap-looking jacket does nothing at all to
enhance the volume which appears to have been produced in America
albeit under the publishing auspices of Evangelical Press. Not only has
the translator's American spelling been retained but there is a number
of spelling errors. Sentence construction in more than one place is ex
tremely awkward and in some places 'sentences' do not make sense at
all. In addition, such infelicitous expressions as 'tagged' (p.44) and
'thick' (p.46) to name but two, might well have been avoided and the
footnotes supplied by the translator are of mixed value. For example,
the reference to supralapsarianism (p.88, note 11) hardly seems
necessary whilst the desirability of a Dutch equivalent (p.259, note 2)
when translating from French into English might well be questioned.

In short, this particular volume needs a thorough reworking by a
British editor to ensure that the standard we expect in connection with
a work by Calvin is maintained. .

R.R.

Agreeing to Differ, David N. Samuel (General Secretary of the Pro
testant Reformation Society)., The Harrison Trust, 1981, 22pp, 40p.

This booklet is an up to date critique of the three Agreed Statements
of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission, covering
discussions on Authority, Ministry, and the Sacrament of Holy Com
munion.

Assistance is given by the Rev. R. T. Beckwith, and Dr D. A. Scales.
Evidence is given that the Anglican Formularies locate the seat of

Authority in the Scriptures and nowhere else. Three additional claims
of Rome are discussed, namely, the Infallibility of Historical Develop
ment, the Authority of the Church, and the Oversight of Bishops.

The differences in Views of the Ministry are seen to be rooted in the
contrast between the New Testament teaching on the Exclusive
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Priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Roman way of linking
the Christian Ministry with that of our Lord.

When the Holy Communion is compared with the Mass, the
dangerous attitudes of "Consensusism", and of "Bridge Building"
are laid bare. The crux of our differences is seen on examining the dif
ferent meanings given to the word "Anamnesis"-remembrance ver
sus Memorial. The "once for all" nature of Christ's Sacrifice is made
clear, and the errors of the Roman position all traced through (i) their
appeal to Biblical teaching, (ii) the eucharistic sacrifice, and (iii) the
real presence.

The Agreement in the Three Statements appears tenable only by
dangerous whittling away of the Anglican position, whilst the Roman
remeins intact.

The author hopes that churchmen will not be satisfied with any con
sensus such as these Three Statements purport to have achieved, and
will turn again to the teaching of the English Reformers.

Finally there is a Postscript which examines the "Elucidations"
published by the A.R.e.I.C. in 1979, which was intended to meet
criticisms. It signally fails to meet the arguments set forth in this
booklet.

It would be good if every clergyman of both the R.e. and Anglican
Communions could be given a copy of Mr Samuel's booklet.

W.J.P.

The Hope of Christ's Second Coming. s. P. Tregelles, l04pp.
Price not stated.
The Coming of the Son of Man, E. J. Poole-Connor, 58pp, 65p.

We have received copies of the above publications for mention in
our columns. e. H. Spurgeon has been quoted as saying "Tregelles is
deservedly regarded as a great authority upon prophetic subjects".
There are divergencies of opinion regarding the Lord's Second Com
ing, and this book was written "to meet the errors of prophetic
teaching".

The second book states in the preface to tile First Edition that it is
"intended for the use of beginners in the Study of the Scriptures con
cerning the Lord's Return. It is entirely non-controversial, and no
reference is made, therefore, to other views".

Both books are commended to our readers, and are obtainable from
the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, 1 Donald Way, Chelmsford,
CM29JB.
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Sketches from Church History, S. M. Houghton, Banner of Truth
Trust, 256pp, £4.50.

A work with a similar title by B. J. Bennink, published in the
U.S.A. in 1925, forms the basis of the present volume, which is mainly
original material. It is divided into seven Parts each dealing with a
specific phase of the History of the Church from apostolic times to the
end of the nineteenth century. The Author's style is clear and in simple
language, making what could be a complicated subject plain and easy
to grasp-more than that, it grips the reader as the great drama is un
folded. Moreover there are many illustrations which add to the
helpfulness and interest of the book. Crucial episodes of Church
History are clearly set out; for example, the Constantinian period is
well explained, showing both benefits and grave dangers of this turn in
Church History; the rise of the Papacy and growth of the papal power
are well portrayed-a subject which needs to be better understood in
these times of resurgence of Roman influence, as also does the coming
of the Christian Faith to the British Isles, which is, in the book, un
mistakably shown to have been long before Augustine of Canterbury
or any papal emissary set foot upon the territory. The difficult pro
blem of Calvin and Servetus is dealt with fairly and reasonably.

The great story of the Reformation is rightly narrated at some
length and grippingly; the Puritan and Revival eras are given extensive
treatment and the nineteenth century development of missionary and
other Christian movements is usefully presented. Unfortunately the
author, in speaking of the many societies that grew up in the nine
teenth century, makes no mention of those organisations set up to
preserve the Lord's Day from the effects of industrial and recreational
growth, as for instance The Lord's Day Observance Society (founded
1831). Likewise it seems a pity that he makes no mention of the great
Protestant societies, such as the Protestant Alliance, founded under
the patronage of the 7th Earl of Shaftesbury, or the Church Associa
tion which was formed to counter the influence of the Oxford Move
ment. We could point out other omissions, but remind ourselves that
the book is a "sketch" or summary. This is no hard statement of
historical fact, for the Author, in setting forth history, also graciously
points out spiritual truth to be derived from a study of the subject. He
has rendered great service and placed a good general knowledge of this
greatest of all histories within the grasp of all, young and old. There is
a good index and bibliography for further reading, but why confine
the latter to Banner publications when there is a great range of other
informative literature?

H.J.W.L.
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"Fear not, Little Flock"
J. C. RYLE

The Lord Jesus knew well the hearts of His disciples. He knew how
ready ·they were to be filled with fears of every description, fears
because of the fewness of their number, fears because of the multitude
of their enemies, fears because of their sense of weakness and unwor
thiness. He answers these many fears with a single golden
sentence-"fear not, little flock, it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom".

Believers are a 'little flock', They always have been, ever since the
world began. Professing servants of God have sometimes been very
many. But true Christians are very few. It is foolish to be surprised at
this. It is vain to expect it will be otherwise until the Lord comes again.
"Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, that leadeth unto life, and
few there be that find it" (Matt. 7:14).

Believers have a glorious kingdom awaiting them. Here upon earth
they are often mocked and ridiculed and persecuted and like their
Master, despised and rejected of men. But "the sufferings of this pre
sent time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed". "When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear then shall ye
also appear with Him in glory" (Rom. 8:18; Col. 3:4).

Believers are tenderly loved by God the Father. It is 'the Father's
good pleasure' to give them a kingdom. He does not receive them
grudgingly, unwillingly and coldly. He rejoices over them as members
of His beloved Son in Whom He is well pleased. He regards them as
His dear children in Christ. He sees no spot in them. Even now, when
He looks down on them from heaven, in the midst of their infirmities,
He is well pleased; and hereafter, when presented before His glory, He
will welcome them with exceeding joy (Jude 24).

Are we members of Christ's little flock? Then surely we ought not
to be afraid. There are given unto us exceeding great and precious pro
mises. God is ours, and Christ is ours. Greater are those that are for us
than all that are against us. The world, the flesh and the devil are
mighty enemies. But with Christ on our side we have no cause to fear.

"I seldom made an errand to God for another but I got something
for myself."

-Samuel Rutherford.
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Why Pray?

Prayer is the way to procure the outpourings of the Spirit upon our
hearts. The Lord Jesus has promised the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.
He is ready to come down with all His precious gifts, renewing, sancti
fying, purifying, strengthening, cheering, encouraging, enlightening,
teaching, directing, guiding into all truth. But He waits to be entreated.

And here it is that men fall short so miserably. Many fall on their
knees and say a form, but there are few who pray, few who cry unto
God, few who call upon the Lord, few who seek as if they wanted to
find, few who knock as if they hungered and thirsted, few who wrestle,
few who strive with God earnestly for an answer. Yes, few men pray. It
is just one of the things assumed as a matter of course, but seldom
practised; a thing which is everybody's business, but which hardly
anybody does.

Believe me, if your soul is saved, you must pray. God has no dumb
children. If you are to resist the world, the flesh and the devil, you
must pray; it is vain to look for strength in the hour of trial, if it has
not been sought for. You must pray.

J. C. Ryle.

SAILORS NEED YOUR CARE
Sailors in the Royal Navy are mostly young, active and
vigorous. They work hard, play hard and travel widely. They
are also subject to many temptations, and it is in the tradition
of our founder, Dame Agnes Weston, that we try to help both
physically and spiritually..

To this end we have established a number of Centres special
ly equipped to provide attractive energy outlets-squash, in
door games, canoeing, camping, etc.

These are often the first steps in providing practical Chris
tian help and averting many human tragedies.

PLEASE HELP US TO EXPAND THIS WORK

Royal Sai lors' Rests
Patron: H. M. The Queen. Gifts and enquires to:
HQ. SOUTH ST., GOSPORT, HANTS POl2 IES
Centres in most UK Naval ports.
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