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Editorial
The duty of remembrance is repeatedly emphasised in the Bible, and

especially in the book of Deuteronomy. In this book Moses addresses
the Israelites who are now within sight of the Promised Land. He says
to them "Thou shalt remember all the way the Lord thy God hath led
thee these forty years" 8:2. What a mighty effect the memory can have
upon us, yet how easily we forget. Moses knew that the Israelites were
plagued with short memories; he reminds them that they are privileged
people. They had the presence of God among them, they had seen His
power, protection and provision in such stirring events as the Passover,
the crossing of the Red Sea and the giving of the manna.

Moses was at pains to remind them of the providence of God, and of
His benevolent care. What a wonderful thing it is that He watches over
us and makes provision for us. This does not mean that we shall be free
from trials, testing and troubles; we are nowhere promised immunity
from such things.

We cannot always discern God's purpose at the time, we often see it
only in retrospect. When we look back hereafter we shall see the reason
for the rough, dark and tedious places of our earthly pilgrimage.
Everything may have seemed wrong to the Israelites when God led them
the long way round to the Promised Land, but there was a purpose in it.

How patient God was with His people; they were often rebell ious,
unfaithful, f ickle and disobedient. It was a miracle of mercy that they
were preserved as a nation. We too should praise God for His patience
and forbearance with us, both as individuals and as a nation.
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Otd Testament Studies
HEZEKIAH

MAURICE HANDFORD

Hezekiah \\ 'as one of the most outstanding kings of Israel and one of

the br ightest  sa ints of  the Old Testament .  He uas a man of  except ional
piety and left his mark on his generation.

He owed litt le to his father, Ahaz, from uhom he inherited a totter-

ing throne and a nation on the point of bankruptcy, both financial and

spiritual. The situation was enough to dampen anyone's spirits, but his

brave young heart did not fail. Without doubt he came to the throne in

an evil day. He nailed his colours to the mast and sought to put things

right at the very outset of his reign. The temple was re-opened and

cleansed from all defilement, for Ahaz had desecrated it by erecting a

heathen altar. Hezekiah showed great courage in destroying the brazen

serpent which had become an object of idolatry. The secret of

Hezekiah's l i fe is found in 2 Kings l8:5 and 6. Four marks are given

here which reveal the character of this great king.

TRUSTING
"He trusted in the Lord God of Isroel".

Faith is rhe very foundarion of the spiritual life, without this all else is

vain. In the life of Hezekiah there are magnificent instances of the
power of humble trust. He lived in a day of trouble, rebuke and

blasphemy (Isaiah 37:3). Rabshakeh, the arrogant heathen captain,

stood outside the walls of Jerusalem shouting his taunts, but when

Hezekiah received the threatening letter he went into the temple and

spread it before the Lord (see Isaiah 37:14-20).ln his action and in his
prayer he had all the marks of a u'ell-taught believer' Hezekiah's faith

was the real thing; it was, to use Neu Testament language, "a faith that

worked".

CI-EAVINC
"He clave to the Lord"

This metaphor is a forcible one, and one that occurs frequently in

Scripture. In the story of the widow of Moab, Ruth persisted in her

loyalty to Naomi in spite of diff icult ies and remonstrances-"Ruth
clave to her" and became a wil l ing exile from kindred and country.

The word too, is employed to describe the union of man and wife in

marriage, ,,for this cause shall a man leave his father and mother and
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cleave unto his wife". The word implies tenacity in the face of obstacles.
There were plenty of obstacles confronting Hezekiah but he held on to
God through thick and thin. He clung to God as ivy clings to the wall.

Barnabas in the New Testament urged the new converts at Antioch ro
be solid and steadfast, he "exhorted them all, that with purpose of
heart they would cleave unto the Lord". Such exhortation is needed to-
day.

FOLLOWING
He "deported not from following Him".

Hezekiah did not follow afar off but kept up a close fellowship. The
cleaving spirit will always be desirious of closer union. The further we
advance in the Christian life, the more conscious we become of the fact
that depths all unfathomed lie before us. The Apostle paul declared
that it was his purpose to forget the things which are behind and to press
forward to those things which are before. The Apostle Peter's last word
concerned spiritual progress: "grow in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ".

Six times over we are told of Caleb that he "wholly followed the
Lord". Hezekiah in a very real sense followed the Lord, of set purpose
and without reservation. He was a man whose faith never wavered and
whose love never waned. David could say "my soul followeth hard
after Thee" (Psalm 63:8) Do we in any measure follow the Lord?

OBEYING
"but kept His commandments"

Trusting, cleaving and following are useless if they do not produce
obedience. Obedience is the true test of real love to Christ. Good feel-
ings are useless unless accompanied by action. "Faith in the blood of
Christ must always be attended by loving obedience to the wilt of
Christ" (J. C. Ryle).

The Saviour said, "if ye love Me, keep My commandments". If we
would know His blessing on our l ives we must do what he says; there
must be conformity to His wil l in all things. John Bunyan put it
somewhat quaintly when he said "the soul of religion is in the practic
part", that is, in the doing of it. We are to do His wil l not as a duty but
as a delight.

We should seek to render a complete obedience. There is always the
danger of being content with something less than what is required. The
One whom we seek to serve is worthy of complete and unquestioning
obedience.

God set His seal upon the work and witness of Hezekiah ,,the Lord
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was with him; and he prospered whithersoever he went forth". This rs

the outcome of all that has gone before.
Trusting, cleaving, following and obeying are sti l l  the ingredients of a

life that is pleasing and acceptable to God. If we want to be men and

women after God's paltern we must follow the sequence we find

here-it begins with trust and ends in obedience. These four things sum-

marise the l ife of Hezekiah. In ',r 'hat degree are they to be found in our

l ives?

f)evotion in days of
Declension

JAMES E. FLEGC

This article first appeared in the Gospel Magazine fifty years ago. We

feel it is very relevant to the situation today. Mr. Flegg was then

secretary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.
"Then they lhat fearert the Lord spake often one to another; snd the

Lord hearkened, and heard it, snd q book of remembrance wqs written

be.fore Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His

name. Ancl they shatl be mine, sqith the Lord of hosts, in thqt day when

I make up my jewels" Malachi 3:16.17

Malachi, the last of the prophets, l ived in days of awful declension.

We know nothing of his ancestry, and have no particulars concerning

himself. He appeared in the midst of Israel as God's messenger with a

suddenness similar to that of Eli jah. Evidently he prophesied subsequent

to the restoration. for. as is indicated in the chapters of this short book,

the altar was standing, the sacrif ices, the solemn feasts were going on,

and the temple was rebuilt. It appears that he was contemporary with

Nehemiah. Thus the declension occured after a signal manifestation of

divine favour and shows hou' soon the people forgot the works of the

Lord. Malachi means 'My Messenger' and the message he had to deliver

was intensely solemn. The people were reminded of the special favours

that God had bestowed upon them, and were reproved for their want of

reverence; their sins were denounced and judgement threatened. God,

however,  was mindt 'u l  o f  His fa i th lu l  fo l lowers,  and to them He sent

words of  comfor t .  The prophet  was enabled to penetrate the dense

cloucjs  ancl  concludecl  h is  message wi th an announcement of  the advent

o l  ( l h r i s t .
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We call attention to the conditions prevail ing at the time of the pro-
phet's message. There was a general apostasy of priests and people.
l,eaders and led had turned aside, had forsaken the right way. It were
indeed to be deplored if, while the priests remained faithful and the pro-
phets prophesied truly, the people refused to hearken to their words and
observe the commands of God; and it were equally to be deplored if,
rvhile the people enquired after the good way, priests and prophets fail-
ed in their fidelity, prophesied falsely and profaned the sanctuary. But
rvhen the prophets prophesy falsely and the people love to have it
so-when the priests' l ips pervert knowledge and the people are
satisfied-the case is inexpressibly sad and deplorable.

The offence was greatly aggravated inasmuch as it was in the face of
special favours recently bestowed upon them. It wii l be well to note
some of the reasons which called forth strong words of reproof. Those
who should have instructed the people, instead of imparting a
knowledge of God's Word, caused many to stumble at the law. They
offered polluted bread upon the altar and were unwilling to perform the
smallest service without reward. They sought their own profit rather
than the honour of Him whose servants they professed to be. The com-
mands of the Lord were neglected, His service had become a weariness.
They oppressed the hireling in his wages, the widow and the fatherless;
and turned aside the stranger from his right and f 'eared not the Lord.
Truly a sad picture of an awful declension.

What shall we say to these things? There is always the danger of
magnifying the events of our own times, but surely some parallel can be
traced. What nation has been so favoured as ours? Upon what people
have so many benefits been conferred? In how many instances has the
Lord interposed on her behalf? Yet when one looks around, how ap-
pall ing is the indifference to the claims of God. The Lord's Day is
becoming more and more a public holiday and men seem "mad on
pleasure bent". And, while not shutting our eyes to the large number of
earnest Christians in our midst; to the testimony for truth and
righteousness which is given; to the stirring protests rvhich are made;
and the concern of many godly souls, yet when we turn our thoughts to
the professing Clhurch what do we find? One writer truly says, "men

who deny the inspiration of the Scriptures and repudiate evangelical
truth have the audacity to call themselves ministers of Christ. Churches
abound whose so-called standard of appeal is not the authority and
word of Christ, but the opinion of the 'higher crit ics' and the views of
the clever and cultured thinker who occupies the pulpit". He might have
added that the blight of worldliness has settled upon many professing
Christians, questionable places of amusement are patronised, the
Lord's Day is made a day for paving and receiving calls; and instead o1
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seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, these things

are relegated to the background, while other things have the premier

position.

A faithful Remnant

Notwithstanding the general apostasy there was a remnant who were

found sti l l  faithful to the Lord. It has ever been so' In the dark days
preceding the Reformation the Waldenses and others stood fast. When

Elijah thought he alone was left, the Lord assured him that there were

seven thousand who had not bon'ed to Baal. Even so it is nou'. Such
godly souls are confined to no one section of the Christian Church.

There are two characteristics mentioned as distinguishing those saints

of old, and these wil l ever mark out the truly godly. "They feared the

Lord", they "thought upon His Name". This was no slavish fear, but a

holy reverence of Jehovah. They stood in contrast to the rest. There was

a piofound regard for the authority of the Lord. So now to many the

word of Christ is more than all besides. His word outweighs all other

authority, no matter how great the name may be. They respect His

commands, and, though these may run counter to the general current,

the inquiry is sti l l  made, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?", for it

is felt, "we ought to obey Go<l rather than man." They had a regard for

the honour of Him who said "them that honour Me I wil l honour"'

And the Spirit-taught soul wil l ever recognise that he who honoureth the

Son honoureth the Father l ikewise, but "he that honoureth not the Son

honoureth not the Father".
They "thought upon His name". They highly esteemed the Lord as

revealed in His word, and delighted to think upon Him as just and mer-

ciful, holy and loving; and sti l l  the saint sings:

Jesus, I love ThY chorming name,
'Tis music to mY eqr;

Fqin would I sound it out so loud
That heqven and earth might heor.

Iellowship enjoyed.

They "spake often one to another". Finding delight in communion

with God they prized the communion of saints. Speaking with God they

loved to speak about God. The bliss of private devotion made them

prize the fi l lowship of godly souls. It would seem as though the declen-

iion drove them closer together, for they were agreed; they feared, they

thought upon the Lord. A man is known by the company he keeps, and

these saints were glad to get together for spiritual intercourse'

It would also appear that sympathy imparted freedom to their com-
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munications. There was no hesitancy in conversing upon the things
upper-most in their minds. Religion was not a barred topic. Evidently
their converse was upon the things of God, for the Lord approved their
conversation and deemed the fact worthy of record. They spoke often
one to another. We are not told what were the themes upon which they
dwelt. Surely they were such as God's righteous claims, the signs of the
times, the wondrous forbearance of God, the glorious promises of
future brightness, the coming of the promised One, even Christ our
Lord. And could they converse on such subjects as these without their
hearts being stirred so that they would echo the cry of Habakkuk "O

Lord, revive Thy work"?

The Lord's Gracious Regard
"And the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book of remembrance

was written before Him." Just as kings chronicled important events in
their reigns, God is represented as chronicling this as worthy of being
preserved in the records of His kingdom. These saints enjoyed God's
approval however much they may have been despised by their fellow-
countrymen. Blessed statement! "'Ihe Lord hearkened." He was pre-
sent with them as they conversed, l istening with pleasure to their com-
munications one to another. He heard with approval and honour was to
be put upon them. The day of manifestation would come. God would
number those that were precious to Him-count up His jewels and then
should it be seen that the Lord was theirs and they were His.

It is a great mercy to be kept true in the time of declension. The con-
dition of things today brings vividly before the mind what the apostle
says concerning the last days. Yet sti l l  there are those, thank God, who
fear the Lord and think upon His name. May we be so impressed with
the seriousness of the aspect that there may be a drawing together in
faithful testimony and separation from the world, a drawing together in
heart fellowship upon divine matters that as with one voice there may go
up to Him, Who alone can effect it, the prayer, "O Lord, revive Thy
work".

The Lord's Prayer
FREDERICK PEACOCK

John 17.

This is the Lord's Prayer for His people. What we commonly call
"the Lord's Prayer" is really the disciples' prayer. But this is the Lord's
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own prayer which He offered Himself for those He was about to
redeem with His precious blood. lt rvas with prayer He began His
ministry. It was with prayer He continued it. It was, therefore, f itt ing
that He shouid close it with prayer. For whom does He pray? "Not for

the world (verse 9) but for those whom the Father had given Him out of
the world. This is a prayer for those which believed in Him and for all
which should believe in Him (verse 20). And what does He ask for
them. Does He pray that they may be successful in l i fe-that they may
acquire riches-that they may escape tribulation? No! There are four
things He asks for His beloved people and which are the wil l of God for

them, for Christ e!'er prayed according to the wil l of God. He asks:

I. for their Preservation, that they might be kept from the Evil One
(verse 15). And "kept" they certainly wil l be by the almighty power of

God. Not one of them will be lost. "He wil l keep the feet of His saints".
The Evil One is permitted to tempt and harass and distress them, but he
can never  devour them. What  Paul  says in  2 T im.4:18 every bel iever
may humbly say: "and the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work
and wil l preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom"'

2. for their Sanctification (verse I7). ln a sacrificial sense (see Heb'
l0:10) all believers are sanctif ied and sanctif ied equally, so that in
writ ing to the Corinthians, Paul could address them as "sanctif ied in

Christ Jesus". This sanctif ication is complete and perfect. We cannot
grow into it. Nothing can be added to it. And what we are sacrif ically
we must seek to be experimentally, and practically, "through the
truth". Not through excitements or visions, or even sacraments, bttt
through God's Word,  rvh ich is  t ruth.

3. for their Unification, "that they all may be one" (verse 2l). And
thank God, all believers are one. "Ye are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal.

3:28). We have not to make ourselves one. God has done it. What we
have to do is to manifest our oneness on every possible occasion.
"Behold horn'good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
i n  un i t y "  (Psa lm  133 : l ) .

4. rtr lheir Clorification (verse 24). It is a comfort to know that no
prayer of Christ's ever went amiss-and certainly this wil l not. What He

said at the graveside of Lazarus is true of all His petit ions, "Father' I
thank Thee that  Thou hast  heard Me" (John 1 l :41) .
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A Deeper Knowledge of God
ALBERT WOOD

"I have heord of thee by the hearing of the ear; but now mine eye
seeth thee. Therefore I qbhor myself, and repent in dust und ashes."
Job 42:5.6.

Although the Book of Job has been a problem ro some, it is never-
theless a most fascinating book. It is generally agreed that Job lived in a
very early period of history. Some believe he could have been a contem-
porary of Abraham or may even have lived before him.

It is clear from this ancient, poetical book that Job was a man ap-
proved of  God.  Job l :1 .  Job a lso was a man of  great  weal th.  Job l :3 .
We read in this book, chapter I how great calamity came upon Job, it
would appear with a remarkable suddenness. All his sheep, camels, ox-
en and asses were either stolen or destroyed, and his servants
slain-with the edge of the sword. His sons and daughters perished
when they were together in a house, a great wind smiting the house so
that it fell upon them. It is evident that behind these awful tragedies
there lurked the malice of Satan, but it is also just as evident that Satan
could never have touched Job's flocks and herds. his servants. or his
sons and daughters unless God had permitted him to do so. Satan could
not go, even the smallest fraction, beyond what God permitted him to
go.

What was Job's reaction to these tragic events?-"Then Job arose
and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the
ground and worshipped, and said, "naked came I out of my mother's
womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. In all this Job sinned
not, nor charged God foolishly." Job l:20-22.

This was not the end of Job's sufferings. ln chapter 2 we see him af-
fl icted with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown, v.7. His
wife sought to persuade him to curse God and die, v.9, but he answered
her "Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall
we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all
this did not Job sin with his l ips" v.10. It is then that we read of Job's
three friends coming to mourn with him and to comfort him. They
wept, rent their mantles, sprinkled dust upon their heads, and sat with
Job upon the ground for seven days and seven nights without speaking
a word to him, for they saw that his grief was very great, c.2:13. Job
was the first to speak and in his great grief, he cursed the day of his
birth. From c.4 to the end of c.3l we have Job's contention with his
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three friends. Eliphaz makes the first contribution, and then Job
replies; then Bildad and again Job replies; Zophar follows and Job
replies to him. This is repeated, and then again Eliphaz and Bildad
make contributions, Job replying to each in turn. c.32 begins with these
words, "So these three men ceased to answer Job, because he was
righteous in his own eyes" c.32:1. There comes into the discussion then
a younger man, Elihu, who is angry with Job because he justif ied

himself rather than God, c.32:2. Elihu was also angry with Job's three
friends because they had found no answer, and yet had condemned Job,
c.32:3. Whatever we may say of Job's three friends, we must say that
much of what they said was truth, but it was truth misapplied. They ap-
pear to imply that these awful calamities have come upon Job because
he is a sinner, indeed a hypocrite. This was most unjust and the anger
and reproof of Elihu was well founded. Coming to c.38, we see how
God Himself speaks to Job. "Then the Lord answered Job out of the
whirlwind" c.38: l: Job is humbled before God and a l itt le later we read
these words. "Then Job answered the Lord, and said, Behold I am vile,
what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. Once
have I spoken: but I will not answer yea twice; but I will proceed no fur-
ther" c.40:3-5. Job here realises that he cannot give any reply to God;
he can bring no argument against Him. In c.42 Job acknowledges the
omnipotence and the omniscience of God, v.2. He readily
acknowledges that he cannot attain to the knowledge which God has,
and in humble submission to God he cries "I have heard of thee by the
hearing of the ear; but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor
myself, and repent in dust and ashes" c.42:5,6. Job here had without
doubt entered into a clearer, fuller, deeper, more intimate knowledge of
Cod, and because of this he is humbled, led to feel his unworthiness,
and to repent.

My proposition is-That the closer a man or woman lives to God, the
more intimate their relationship with God is, the more conscious they
will be of their own unworthiness and sinfulness, and need to repent.

In our text we see:-
l. The deeper knowledge of God and closer intimacy with God into

which Job had been brought, v.5.

2.The effect which Job's deeper knowledge of God, and closer
int imacy wi th God had upon h im, v .6.

"l have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye
seeth thee" v .5.

These are words spoken by Job to the Lord God. Notice how he
speaks of his former knowledge of Cod. It was a knowledge derived
from instruction by others, a knowledge given to him by others who
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had taught him of God. "I have heard of thee by the hearing of the
ear".

Do not let us, in any way, despise this knowledge! It is good that men
called of God should teach others of God, of his nature, His attributes,
His perfections, His grace and His goodness. Without this teaching men
will remain in ignorance of God, and often God graciously uses the
knowledge derived from such teaching to bring souls into a deeper,
fuller knowledge of God by the power of His tloly Spirit.

Notice too how Job speaks of his present knowledge of God in con-
trast with his former knowledge. His present knowledge is clearer, more
certain, deeper. It is revealed knowledge, revealed by God Himself. "I

have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth
thee."

It could well be that all Job's sufferings, his contentions with his
three friends, the testimony of Elihu-that all these were means of
bringing Job into this deeper knowledge of God.

Certainly and primarily Job was brought into this deeper knowledge
and closer intimacy with God through God Himself speaking to him.

Every true Christian should be longing for, labouring for, praying for
a deeper knowledge of God and a closer intimacy with God. I would
give three good reasons for this-

(a) Our knowledge of God is not yet perfect. No man or woman in
this life can truly say-my knowledge of God is perfect, there is no need
for me to seek and pray for a deeper knowledge. The greatest Christians
in this life have ever confessed their knowledge of God to be imperfect.
It is most probable that no Christian has ever had a greater knowledge
of God than the apostle Paul, yet when he contrasts the knowledge of
God which Christians have in this life with the knowledge they will have
in the l ife beyond, he says-now we see through a glass darkly; but then
face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am
known" I Cor. I 3: I 2. The apostle is here saying that our knowledge of
God in this life is dark and imperfect, whereas in the life beyond it will
be perfect. Here it is partial, in heaven it will be full. These truths are
meant to give us hope and consolation, but they are never meant to
make us apathetic or indifferent about seeking a deeper knowledge of
God and a closer intimacy with God. The apostle Peter in the final
chapter of his second Epistle draws the reader's attention to the future
blessed state-we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness v.13, but he shows that the
prospect of this is to be an incentive to diligence, and his final exhorta-
tion in the last verse is grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 3:18.
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(b) A deeper knowledge of God and a closer intimacy with God wil l

make us more Godly, more l ike God.

Nothing wil l make men and women more l ike God than communion
with God. "But we all with open face beholding as in a glass the glory

of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even

as by the Spirit of Cod" 2 Cor. 3:18. The glory of the Lord here spoken

of which believers behold "with open face-as in a glass" is the glory of

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. It is not a beholding of His glory

with the natural eye, because we have never seen Him with the natural

eye. It is a beholding of His glory with the eye of faith, and as believers

in Christ in faith behold His glory, they are changed more and more in-

to his l ikeness, they become more l ike Him, they go on from one degree

of grace to another, and the principal, effective agent in all this is the

Spirit of God.

(c) It is only as we are more Godly that we shall make any impact

upon the world.

The scene which we survey in our land today is indeed a sad one. The

Church has made litt le if any impact upon the world in recent years, but

the world has made a considerable impact upon the Church. The life

and conduct of many who profess and call themselves Christians is l i tt le
if in any way, different from that of the people of the world, and true

Godliness is a very rare thing in these days. Many professions of Chris-
tianity in these days are empty professions and it is only a false charity
which seeks to deny this. Even among those who have truly turned from

sin to God, those who are truly the children of God by faith in Jesus

Christ, there is a need for a deeper knowledge of God and a closer in-

timacy with God. Without exception we all need this and unti l we come

to this deeper knowledge, this closer intimacy with God, our efforts wil l

not produce much fruit. "The people that do know their Cod shall be

strong,  and do explo i ts"  Dan.  1 l :32.

What a great need there is today for Christians to come to the means

of grace better prepared, more regularly, and with greater humility.

What a great need for us humbly to confess our sins to God and cry to

Him for mercy and grace. What a great need for dil igent and humble
prayer, for dil igent reading of and meditation upon the Word of God.

What a great need for faithful preaching of the Word of God, and a

humble attendance upon such preaching. God in His mercy and grace

may well use all or any of these means to bring us to a deeper knowledge

of Himself and a closer intimacy with Him so that we cry with Job of

old, "I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye

seeth thee".
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2. The effect which Job's deeper knowledge of God and closer intimacy
i r i t h  God  had  upon  h im .

"Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes" v.6.
The effect upon Job was truly a humbling effect; he was made to feel

his unworthiness and sin, and to repent.
Wherever in the Word of Cod we turn, rve find that the people who

were brought into close touch with Cod, who had a clear revelation of
God, these people were humbled, and led to feel their unworthiness and
sin. Isaiah the prophei tells us in the 6th chapter of his prophecy of how
he had a vision of God in all his majesty, glory, holiness, and absolute
purity. This led the prophet to cry "Woe is me! for I am undone;
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people
of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts".
Peter after the wonderful miracle of the draught of f ishes as he stands in
the presence of the Lord Jesus Clhrist and realises that there is One who
is not only perfect man, but who is indeed God, says "Depart from me,
for I am a sinful man, O Lord".

As we read the biographies and diaries of men of God who were
outstanding because of the holiness of their l ives-men who had
remarkable experiences of the near presence of God we find that these
same men often had a deep consciousness of their sin and unworthiness,
One such holy man wrote down in his diarir one day-"I had very affec-
ting views of my own vileness and sinfulness".

We can in these days go among some professing Christians who
display a great confidence. Outwardly they do not seem to have a care
or a problem, and they may even claim that since they became Chris-
tians all their cares and problems have vanished. One might well get the
impression that the l ives of these people are just one continuous,
cloudless happiness. In such cases one often finds an absence of deep
humility and a lack of consciousness of sin. We are not being un-
charitable when we question this kind of thing. Indeed for the good of
our own souls we must ask-Is this true Christianity? Is this real
Godliness? I fear that often we would have to come to this conclusion,
that many who may well appear so impressive on the exterior are lamen-
tably lacking in their knowledge of God, and consequently they are
lacking in the knowledge of themselves.

How we need to be ever thankful to God that the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin, but we must carefully note that
this exceeding great and precious promise has a condition attached to it.
The Apostle John in his first Epistle says "lf we say that we have
fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth.
But if we walk in the l ight, as He is in the l ight, we have lellowship one
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with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from

all sin" I John 1:6.7. Those who walk in darkness are seldom conscious

of their sin; those who walk in the l ight are led to see their sin and un-

worthiness. The closer we walk with God the more conscious we shall

be of our sin. The greater our light the greater will be our humility.

ln this day there is a desperate need for men and women who have a

deep knowledge of God, and who live close to God. f'hese same people

will know themselves, they witl be deeply conscious of their sin and un-

worthiness; they wil l be humble people, but their l ives and their

testimony wil l be a power for good in this world.

Sin and Mercy
STEPHEN D. HAZLETT

The Rev. S. D. Hazlett was formerly minister of Hullbridge Evangelical

Church, Hockley, Essex, and is now in Lisburn. Northern lreland.

Psalm 5I

This psalm of David's is the most notable of all the psalms that deal
with the anxieties and desires of a repenting sinner. King David had not
only committed the great sin of adultery with Bathsheba, but in effect
also becomes a murderer by having Uriah, Bathsheba's husband, sent
to a part of the battle with the Ammonites (see 2 Samuel II) where it is
sure he will be killed. As is so often the case, one sin must be covered
up by another. However, David cries for mercy, having realized the
enormity of his sin, and God graciously forgives. In these days of
evangelistic easy-believism and push-button, instant-ready assurance, it
is essential for the sake of truth to remind both the unsaved and the
Christian believer wha. salvation really is. Remembering that salvation
is applicable to both saint and sinner, we can learn much from this
psalm.

THE REALISATION OF SIN (v. l )
"My transgressions".

First and foremost, we must realise we have sinned. The Christian,
too, must realise his sin. We wil l have litt le real peace or power in our
lives if definite sins are only half repented of. It is a l ie of the times that

Christians do not need "salvation" or do not need to repent. To quote
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the Puritan, Thomas Watson: "The more the Spirit shines in the heart,
the more evil i t discovers. A Christian thinks it worse with him than it
was, whereas his grace may not grow less, but his l ight greater."

What must we realise about sin?
(a) The uncleanness of sin (v.2). Sin is not a psychological problem, a
human failing, or a theological ambiguity; sin is uncleanness. Isaiah
refers to "filthy rags" (Isaiah 64:6).
(b) The ever-presence of sin (v.3). David looks to his right and his left;
there is sin. He paces on the floor in anguish; there is sin. He cries to his
own comfort, yet there is sin. His heart despairs, but the sin is not
cured. As the "Treasury of Religious Thought" says "sin is no mere
negative quality, but a positive evil."
(c) The result of sin.
L Agoinst others. (i) Bathsheba (ii) Uriah (iii) His people, who looked
up to him as their leader. 2. Against self. David could have ruined his
own testimony. The man being hanged for a crime committed is in a
sense committing suicide. 3. Against God. (v.4). All sin is against God.
(d) The extent of sin (v.5).
"I was shapen in iniquity". Also Romans 3:23.

(e) The history of sin (v.5).
"In sin did my mother conceive me." Romans 5:12.
Sin is serious, and must be realised. From the false-comfort patter of

the 1980's we would listen instead to the language of John Bunyan:
"Sin is the dare of God's justice, the rape of His mercy, the jeer of His
patience, the slight of His power, and the contempt of His love." The
root problem of the church today is not the indifference of the unsaved
in response to our evangelistic efforts, but indifference of the Christian
to repenting before God's mercy.

THE CONDEMNATION OF SIN
"I f led Him, down the nights and down the days;
I f led Him, down the arches of the years;
I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways
Of my own mind; and in the midst of tears
I hid from Him, and under running laughter.

Up vistaed slopes I sped;
And shot, precipitated

Adown Titanic glooms of chasmed fears,
From those strong Feet that followed, followed after.

But with unhurrying chase,
And unperturbed pace,
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Deliberate speed, majestic instancy,
They beat-and a Voice beat
More instant than the Feet-

'All things betray thee, wlto betrayest Me'"'

-Francis Thompson (1559-1907), "The Hound of Heoven".
So great is the condemnation of his sin, that David (l) Longs for relief
(v.8) "that the bones which fhou hast broken may rejoice". (2) Longs

for joy (v.8). "Make me to hear joy and gladness." Condemnation
takes away joy. (3) Longs for pardon (v.9. (0 Longs for justificalion

(v.10). He wants to be right with God as well as forgiven. C' H.

Spurgeon in his l836 "Il lustrated Almanack" quotes a court case in

Scotland where the judge knew the criminal up for trial in the latter's

more upright days. Many interested spectators therefore expected the
judge to be lenient, but to the amazement of all he exacted the heaviest
fine the law would allow upon his associate of earlier years' But the
culprit went free because the judge, who was a Christian, left his seat of
judgement and approaching the dock, paid the fine in full. The spec-
tators who had thought him a hard man saw instead justice and mercy
hand-in-hand. The need of our hearts is for justice as well as
forgiveness. We do great injustice to God's Gospel to preach Grace
without Law, and only deceive sinners with a false sense of well-being.
Furthermore, we should not emphasize assurance of forgiveness unti l
condemnation of sin is thoroughly wrought in the heart of the sinner'
Walter Chantry in his excellent l i tt le book, "Today's Gospel, Authentic
or Synthetic" writes "Giving false assurance to sinners is a Scriptural
sign of a false prophet (Jeremiah 6:14)... The conditions of eternal l i fe

are not simply to come forward, confess sin and ask forgiveness. Unless
a sinner turns from his sin and bows to Jesus the Lord, he cannot have

eternal l i fe". We are not saved because we have assurance; we are saved
because Jesus Christ paid the penalty for our sin at Calvary.

There may be l itt le comfort in a sense of conviction of sin, but there
is deep eternal blessing therein disguised. Francis Thompson's poem

concludes-
"Halts by me that footfall.
Is my gloom, after all,
Shade of His hand, outstretched caressingly?
'Ah, fondest, blindest, weakest,
I am He whom thou seekest.
Thou dravest love from thee, who dravest Me'."

THE WAY OF SALVATION

fu)  A new creat ion (v .10) .  2 Cor.  5:17 '
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(b) A new course (v.12) "and uphold me with thy tiee spirit" or, "Make

me willing to obey you." The first emphasis laid on a young convert
ought not to be activit ies for the church, or evangelistic enterprises etc.,
but obedience to a new Master in every department of thought, word
and deed. Conversion is not a vague "commitment to Christ" for a bet-
ter personal way of l i fe, but a complete physical, mental, and spiritual
change which God has wrought; sin to righteousness and not just pro-
blems to happiness-our Lord is infinitely much more than a panacea
for our emotional upsets. When a New Creature has been born a new
course wil l follow.
(c) A new concern (v.13). The Victorian evangelist, Brownlow North,
said "He who has never felt for his own soul cannot feel for another's".

THE COST OF SATISFACTION (v.17)
"O Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head!
Our load was laid on Thee;
Thou stoodest in the sinner's stead,
Didst bear all ill for me.
A Victim led, Thy blood was shed,
Now there's no load for me."

-Anne Ross Cousin.

l. The cost of satisfaction for Christ was a broken heart and a broken
body

(i) A broken heart. "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem....how often would I
have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood
under her wings, and ye would not!"

(ii) A broken body. At Calvary.

2. The undernoted do not give us satisfaction in themselves (as some
may think!), but are the way of appropriating Christ's cost to our l ives.
l. Remorse and conviction of sin.2. Repentance through the Holy
Ghost. 3. Trust. 4. Love, The actual salvation is "of the Lord". When,
too, we sin as Christians, we ought not to take any less seriously the idea
of remorse, and repentance etc. than we would expect to see in the srn-
ner first looking to Christ for salvation. How easy it would be to simply
repeat a text l ike I John 1:9 as Hindus or T.M., (Transcendental
Meditation) followers repeat their "mantras", and lull ourselves into
the false sleep of peace! Nor should the sum total of our Christian ex-
perience amount to a lazy-bed on which we can rest our heads on a few
favourite psalms! May the need of the day be seen as, and the response
of the individual and church be, repentance. Not all can sing,
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evangelise, organise, or preach, but all may repent. The church of God
moves forward on her knees.

"Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Tltee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and power'"

-Augustus Toplady.

The Epistle to the Colossians
A. V. McCANDLISH

The all sufficiencv of Christ (Ch. 3:l-4)

Here in these verses three facts are stated about the Lord Jesus' Just
look at them; Christ is risen from the dead: He sits at the right hand of

God: He is coming again in glory. The bare consideration of these facts,

and of all that logicalty follows from them, would lead us to accept the

all sufficiency of Christ. Let us however look at the passage as it stands.
"If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,

where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God." v.l.
Paul is continuing the theme of ch.2:16-23. He had been dealing with

the false teaching that some had brought to Colosse. These said that

Christ was not in Himself sufficient to save men. They said it was

necessary for men to be circumcised, that they must observe certain
laws of diet, and that they must observe certain holy days. Paul had said
that when we truly believe on the Lord Jesus we are united to Him, as
the human body and its members are united to the head. When the head

is cut off, every member of that body partakes of the death. They are
then truly dead; so we who believe in Christ died with Him. We are par-

takers of all the merits of that death, and we do not need to observe the
rules of men in order to be saved. Now he goes further; since we are

united to Christ, we not only died with Him, but we have also risen with

Him. We are not to be occupied with the rules of men' which are ear-
thly; but we are to seek those things which are above, where Christ sit-
teth. He does not mean we are to go about dreaming only of heaven,

and living in the clouds. He means that instead of wasting time and

energy in observing laws of diet and earthly rules, we should seek those
things which the risen Christ only can bestow, His righteousness' His
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cleansing, His regeneration, and the gift of his Holy Spirit. He is all suf-
ficient.

Surely however there is here a further word for us. What exactly are
these heavenly things which we are to seek? Heaven is full of the glory
of our Lord Jesus. In Rev. 5 we see the glorified Lamb in the midst of
the throne. We hear the voice of thousands of thousands as they say,
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches, and
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing". Heaven is
full of the glory of the Lord. So then we are called to seek the glory of
the Lord now, in all we think, and say, and do.

What are they doing in heaven? Jesus said: Thy will be done in
earth, as it is done in heaven 'Mat. 6:10. If we are to seek the things
which are above, surely we shall seek to do God's will every day, and in
everything.

What are these things which are in heaven which we are to seek?
Heaven is the place of perfect love. "God is love; and he that dwelleth
in love dwelleth in God, and God in him." 1 Jn. 4:16. Surely then we
are to seek the power of the Holy Spirit so that we may love God with
all our hearts, and our neighbours as ourselves.

Heaven is the place of perfect joy. What is the nature of that joy? It is
to be in perfect fellowship with God, and with Christ. We are to seek
more and more that we live in constant communion with God.

"Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth." v.2.
Most modern translations have-"Set your minds on things which

are above," as holding them in esteem, and valuing them. Jesus said,
"Where your treasure is, there wil l your heart be also." Mat.6:21.
Hence we have the idea of setting the heart upon them as being of the
utmost value. If we have the right sense of the value of the joy of
fellowship with God, and of the preciousness of heavenly love, and the
privilege of doing God's wil l, and some idea of the wonder of the glory
of God; then the things of earth will be seen in their true light. Oh that
we might apply our minds to learn the immense value of the things
which are above.

"For ye are dead, and your l i fe is hid with Christ in God." v.3.
The Creeks spoke of a man who was dead and buried as hidden in the

earth. Paul says of those who believe that they have died to sin, but
their l i fe is hid with Christ in God. Our l ife is a hidden life, it is nor seen
by the world. The world should see a manifestation of that life in our
behaviour, they should see something of a l ikeness to Christ in our at-
titude to others; but they do not see the l ife itself; that is visible only to
the eye of God. The life we possess is eternal life, and that is commu-
nion with the Father and with the Lord Jesus. cf. Jn. l7:3. This l ife of
communion with God is a hidden life. Every true christian has his life,
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but surely we need to ask ourselves how much time we really spend in

conscious comrnunion with God? Here we are reminded that we should

be in communion with Cod through Christ in every detail of our earthly

life.
"When Christ who is our l i fe shall appear, then shall we also appear

with him in glory." v.4.
At present our l i fe is hidden; but the day is surely coming when christ

wil l appear. He wil l come again visibly to this earth of ours. He wil l

come-in power and glory, and when he comes, we shall appear with

Him, we shall be changed in the twinkling of an eye, and we shall be l ike

him. "Behold now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear

what we shall be, but we know that when He shall appear we shall be

like Him for we shall see Him as He is." I Jn. 3:2. Then our union with

christ will be visible to all. He will be seen as our life, and His glory will

be ours; the glory that God gave Him after the resurrection. Jn' 17; 22'

Remember how Paul prayed, that we might know what are the riches

of the glory of His inheritance in the saints." Eph. l:18. Notice His in-

heritance, not ours; surely the riches of the glory of His inheritance in

the saints is His perfected body, which is the church. When He comes

again the church will be seen in all the perfect glory of holiness. She

shall be presented to Him as His glorious bride. This is the hope of the

church. Meanwhile let us keep before us this fact, Christ is our life. We

do not need any other to bring us to Cod, or to Save us from our sins.

Nothing else can be added to make us more perfect or complete. christ

alone is sufficient for these things, and He is all sufficient. Let us borv

before Him now, even as we read, and ascribe to Him the worship, and

the praise due to His glorious Name. Amen'

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

An Important Journey

Do you like to look through old holiday photographs? In the cold

wintry days they remind you of happy times spent at the sea-side' or in

the country or perhaps even abroad.
It is also good to look forward to our holiday and sensible to plan our

trip well in advance.
iust imagine that you wil l be making a journey to France soon. What
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preparations would you have to make? You would go to the travel
agents and pick up some brochures about cross-channel ferries and
raiiway timetables and make your travel arrangements. You would have
to make sure that your passport was valid and up to date. No point in
leaving home without that. You would pack your case with suitable
clothes, maps and a phrase book. And of course you would have to
make sure that you had enough money to pay for it all.

How foolish to think of making a trip to a foreign land without mak-
ing any of these arrangements.

Have you made any arrangements for the greatest journey of all? We
are all on a journey to appear at the judgement seat of Christ sooner or
later. There is only one way to prepare for this journey. Jesus said "l

am the way, the truth and the l ife". . lesus is the only way for this great
journey and He calls us to trust in Him.

On our journey to France we must take our passport. What must we
bring with us to appear before King Jesus at last? It is no good saying,
"l am not as bad as some people", or "I am kind to my friends and
neighbours". Cod's Word tells us that there is only one thing we can
take to the judgement seat. All of us have sinned and even one sin
deserves eternal punishment. Jesus died on the cross so that there might
be available a passport to heaven-the forgiveness of our sins through
Jesus' blood. "The blood of Jesus Christ. God's Son cleanseth us from
all sin".

A phrase book is a must for a journey to France. Without it we
would have a lot of diff iculty if we got lost or needed help. Do you
make good use of the phrase book for l i fe's journey? The Bible is the
best of all phrase books. When we are in trouble it tells us "Cast your
burden on the Lord and He wil l sustain you". If we are i l l  at ease
because our conscience is bothering us, the Bible assures us that if we
confess our sin, Jesus is "faithful and just to forgive us our sin'!

How much would your trip to France cost? Quite a lot, I 'm sure. By
the time you would pay for t ickets, accommodation, food etc, the bil l
would soon mount up.

What about the cost of salvation? How much does it cost to have our
sins forgiven? lt is absolutely free. It does not cost you a single penny. It
is a gift from Cod.

But there was a cost, a great cost lor the safe journey to be with Jesus
Christ at last. He paid the price Himself. He "bore our sins in His own
body on the tree". He was cruelly treated, mocked and crucified. He
paid the price and gives to us full and free salvation.

Please do not neglect to prepare for this important journey of all.
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Quiz

l. Jesus made a journey when He was 12 years old to

2. The disciples returned to Jerusalem r."," ;;;,nt"rilt;1'"a
. . . . . " . . A c t s  l : 1 2

3. Abram made a journey to the land of Canaan from his
home a t . . . . . . . .Genes i s  I  I  : 31

4. Samuel made a return journey to his home at

5 .  Jesus  made  a  j ou rney  to  a  c i t y . "11 .d . . . . . . . . . I '  

Sam '  7 :17

and there ra ised a widow's son.  Luke 7: l l

6. Jesus as a young child was taken by his parents on
a  j ou rney  to . . . . . . " . . .Ma | t ,  2 :14

7. Elkanah went from his home to worship the Lord
i n  S h i l o h . . . . . . . . . l .  S a m .  1 : 3

The Christian Family
A Series of expositions from Ephesians Chapters 5 ond 6

J.  K.  DAVIES

V. CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS'  Ephesians 6: l -3.

The importance of this matter.

The matter before us here is obedience and honour to be given to
parents by children. We live in a lawless age, and especially is that to be

seen in the problems which readily appear between the generations' bet-
ween children and their parents. We live at a time when values have

broken down, standards have gone, l i tt le respect for lawful authority
remains and abuse of power by those authorit ies is common. In days of

irreligion those things always appear-see Romans 1:30; II Timothy

3:2 But it is also an age of great opportunity for Christian families to

show the difference.
Yet because of the times in which we live it is possible for Christians

to be affected by the spirit of the age and try to wriggle out of their
responsibil i ty to their parents with some kind of "Corban" excuse (see

Matthew l5:5;  Mark 7:10- l l ) ,  by denying thei r  duty to thei r  parents

because of a desire to do the work of Cod. Yet Christian children have a
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duty to their parents which is Cod-given, and that includes unconverted
parents too.

In the home, it is not only the father who is to be obeyed. Obedience
is due to mothers also. They are not to be considered the "soft-touch"

rvho can "get-round" the firm ruiing of the fathers. Both father and
mother should work together and therefore should both be obeyed.
Outside the home, respect for elders-for older people generally-is en-
couraged in God's Word. It is perhaps one of the most sinister aspects
of the breakdown of the structure of our society today that the elderly
are so often seriously abused. Ultimately this stems from a disorganised
home and disobedience to parents! What a child learns at home he wil l
put into practice outside the home. If he is allowed to be rude to his
parents he will be rude to others, if he can get away with disobedience
he wil l try it out on lawful authority outside the home, if he can insult
his parents he wil l insult others outside the home.

Further marks of our present age are the assertion of so called
"rights" by children (supported by many humanists) and the failure of
adults to be worthy of the respect the Bible says is due to them. With
child assertiveness, a child-centred education system where parents are
led to believe they are unimportant, a child-centred advertising industry,
it is little wonder that many Churches have child-centred programmes.
Part of the stupidity of our generation is the emphasis on the impor-
tance of teenagers. Children do not necessarily mature earlier, although
in physical growth it seems like that.

The Bible's teaching on the place of children is wise, realistic and
practical. To emphasise children at the expense of others is to court
disaster. See Ecclesiastes l0:16, "Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is
a child". Isaiah 3:4 speaks of Cod's judgement in these terms, "l wil l
give children to be their princes, and babes shall rule over them". The
importance that God's Word attaches to obedience and respect for
parents can be seen in the number of t imes it refers to it-Exodu s 20:12:
21:15 and l7;  Levi t icus 20:9;  Deuteronomy 5:16;21:18-21;  Proverbs l :8
(etc. ) ;  Mat thew l5:4-6;  l9 :19;  Ephesians 6:1-3;  Colossians 3:20.  When
writing his letters to the Churches the Apostle Paul anticipated that
children would meet with their parents to hear the Word of God.

l. Children and obedience.

Paul writes, "Children, obey your parents..." and quotes, "Honour

thy father and thy mother". In verse 4 he directs his attention to
fathers. But why speak to children first? He does so because he is deal-
ing with aspects and examples of submission about which he wrote in
chapter 5 verse 21. For this reason he puts wives before husbands (5:22)
and servants before masters (6:5). Paul would not support for a mo-

263
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ment those modern ideas of equality which seem to have gripped our
generation. Children are therefore to submit to their parents.'fhey are
to obey them. They are to do as they are told without protest, without
arguing, without delaying, without excuses, without rudeness, without
ansu,ering back. For example, they should go to bed earlier than their
parents u'hen they are small, and come home at the appointed time
when old enough to go out by themselves.

But more than mere obedience is called for. The commandment says
"Honour thy father and thy mother". To honour is to reverence and
respect, both largely absent from our generation. To honour is more
than obedience for it includes love, and high regard. It speaks of con-
sideration given, for example in opening doors for your parents, stan-
ding up when your mother comes in, allowing your parents to go first
and so on. It is courtesy and kindness. It is the very opposite of insulting
and ignoring your parents. These are the tell ing areas where the Chris-
tian difference wil l be seen.

2. Motives governing obedience.
(a) In the Lord.

Obedience is pleasing to the Lord (Colossians 3:20), and disobedience
is dis-pleasing. In this area of l i fe in the home, the authority of the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself is exercised, for obedience to parents is part of
obedience to Christ (see also 5:22 "as unto the Lord" and 6:5 "as unto
the Christ"). A Christian has a higher motive for service than fear or
natural affection which might provoke others to obey. His fear is of
God as he honours Him and reverences Him, and his love is for God in
devotion to Him. The headship of Christ over creation is exercised
through the parents in the home. Children who love their parents wil l
want to obey them to prove it, as Christians show their love for God by
obeying Him.

(b) It is right.

Obedience is not due to parents because they deserve it, or because
they have worthy characters. Obedience is due because it is right. It is an
obligation arising out of the nature of the relationship of children and
parents. Children owe their existence to their parents. The parents are
older, have had more experience, know more, and in normal cir-
cumstances are wiser than their children. No one loves the children
more intensely than do the parents (unti l the children marry), and they
sti l l  love them after their marriage. Obedience is a creation principle-it
is according to nature. Disobedient children are unnatural. Christianity
does not destroy natural t ies.
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(c) God's Laws.

Christianity does not abolish law. The grace of God renders a man a
new creation who desires to keep God's law. The presence of the Holy
Spirit with him and in him enables him to l ive more and more to the
glory of God. The grace of Cod is also seen in His law, for this is His
revelation of how we should l ir, 'e in order to please Him. Obedience to
parents is so important that God included it in the statement of the
Moral Law in the Ten Commandments. Paul describes the fifth com-
mandment (Exodus 20:12) as the "first commandment with promise".
It is a commandment of great significance and importance, the first in
rank of those relating to the well-being of l i fe (see also Leviticus l9:2-3
"Ye shall be holy", where details of holy l iving are given in the chapter,
but it commences with respect to be given to mothers and fathers.)
There is a promise involved with this commandment. It relates to the
well-being of human society in general and to that of the obedient child
in particular. Some obedient children have short l ives and some disob-
dient children have long lives, but the principle sti l l  holds good "as far
as it shall serve for God's glory and their own good" (The Shorter
Catechism).

The pattern of life spoken of here does produce good order in a
home. You know where you are, you know your position and that
brings stabil ity and respect for others, with peace and understanding,
and humility. All these things are good and should be encouraged.
Disorder, disagreement, insecurity, uncertainty, disrespect, arrogance
are bad things and should be discouraged. Undisciplined and disobe-
dient children spell ruin for a nation. The law of God teaches us this
too-God is our Father in heaven (Ephesians 3:14-15), and human
fathers are supposed to teach us about His fatherhood (as husbands are
supposed to teach about Christ and His Church in their relationship
with their wives).

(d) Christ's example.

There is one further motive governing obedience which we shall con-
sider. Paul writes that obedience is to be "in the Lord" which includes
following His example. Consider such passages as Luke 2:51; Hebrews
5:8 and Phi l ipp ians 2:8.

Christ is our obedient example both in His childhood and in His
whole incarnate l ife on earth. He was obedient even unto death. That
death, His sacrif ice for our sins, reveals His love to His Father and His
love for us. It means that we can be presented to His Father and ours as
holy and acceptable. Because of Christ's work on our behalf, human
relationships are transformed and eternal perspectives operate. Self-
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seeking, self-assertiveness and seif-destruction are overcome. His
presence in the hearts of His people by His Spirit transforms their
homes into God-honouring examples to the rest of mankind. Such
homes bring stabil ity to society, and without them society would crum-
ble into a God-dishonourinq chaos. Never underestimate the influence
of a Christian home.

The Virgin Birth of Our Lord
REV. W. J. McDOWELL

The accounts of our Lord's birth given by Matthew and Luke un-
doubtedly mean that His humanity had no earthly father. Joseph was
told by the angel, ' that which is conceived in her (Mary) is of the Holy
Ghost'(Matt. l:20). The angel Gabriel was sent to inform Mary: 'The

Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of God' (Luke l;35).

Professor Swete thinks that ' "Virgin Birth" is the correct and only
correct designation of the birth statement contained in the Gospels of
Matthew and Luke. "Immaculate Conception" is of course manifestly
a blunder due to the confusion of one idea with another. "Supernatural

or miraculous birth" wil l not do, because there is no intimation that the
process of birth was in any way exceptional'.

New Testament Statements and Silences

Those who hold to a firm belief in the Divine inspiration of the Bible
have no diff iculty in accepting what is so well expressed in the words of
the Shorter Catechism: 'Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking
to Himself a true body, and reasonable soul, being conceived by the
power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and born of
her, yet without sin' (Answer 22).

Many who are completely outside the Church wil l not receive such
truth, and regard the Virgin Birth as an impossibil i ty. It does not appear
wise to dispute with such about this particular subject. They need to be
convinced about their own sinnership and helplessness, about the fact
that there is an Almighty Creator and Governor, who is the Supreme
Judge of all men.
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But there are others who wish to hold on to the name Christian, yet
receive or reject doctrines at their pleasure. Dr. William Barclay of
Glasgow states: 'The Virgin Birth is a doctrine which presents us with
many difficulties; and it is a doctrine which our Church does not com-
pel us to accept in the l iteral and the physical sense. This is one of the
doctrines on which the Church says that we have full liberty to come to
our own belief and our own conclusion'. To ailow every professing
Christian to draw up his own Creed appears to be an easy way of solv-
ing theological problems, but rather it is our responsibil i ty to examine
the Scriptures to see what the writers say, and what they mean us to
believe.

Dr. Gresham Machen in his book The Virgin Birth of Christ adduces
evidence ' in support of the following three propositions: (l) the infancy
narratives both in Matthew and in Luke are no later additions, but
original parts of the First and Third Gospels; (2) they are both (and par-
ticularly the one in Luke) strikingly Jewish Christian and palestinian in
form and in content; (3) they really contain in their original form an ac-
count of the virgin birth' (p. 188).

As Mark does not say anything about the Saviour's life on earth
before the beginning of His public minisrry we might just as well say
that Mark did not believe that Christ was born at all, as say that he did
not believe in the Virgin Birth. John also writes nothing about our
Lord's nativity (though 7:42 and 18:37 are to be noted), but the
wonderful prologue in his first chapter emphasizes that the Saviour's
coming into the world was not the beginning of a new personality, but
the entering into a new state of a Person who already existed. The
Word, who was in the beginning with God, became flesh, and dwelt
among us.

But why have we no record of our Lord mentioning this subject dur-
ing His earthly ministry? On one occasion He told His disciples: .I have
yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he wil l guide you into all (the)
truth' (John 16:12-13). The disciples would need to be assured of rhe
fact of His triumphant resurrection, and to know the full meaning of
His atoning death, before they could grasp the truth of His Virgin
Birth. To use the words of Dr. F. Godet: The Saviour 'very well knew
that it was not faith in His miraculous birth that would produce faith in
His person; on the contrary, that it was only faith in His person that
would induce any one to admit the miracle of His birth. He saw that, to
put out before a hosti le and profane people an assertion l ike this, which
He could not possibly prove, would only draw forth a flood of coarse
ridicule, which would fall directly on that revered person who was more
concerned in this history even than Himself, and that without the least
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advantage to the faith of any one. Certainly this was a case for the ap-
plication of the precept, "Cast not your pearls before swine", if you
would not have them "turn again and rend you". This observation also
explains the silence of the apostles on this point in the Acts of the
Apostles. They could not have done anything more i l l-advised than to
rest the controversy between the Jews and Christ on such a ground.'

The Apostle Paul does not say 'Christ was born of a virgin' in the
same direct way that he declares 'Christ died for our sins', but we must
remember the kind of Person he had in mind rvhen he said 'Christ', or
'Jesus Christ our l.ord'. In an ordinary birth the child is passive so far
as personal wil l is concerned, but in Phil ippians 2:5-8 Paul speaks of
our Lord's activity in coming into the world as well as of His passivity.
He 'took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the l ikeness
of men'. There was a 'taking' as well as a 'becoming'. ' fhis 

agrees with
Matthew l :20 where ' that  which is  conceived' is  neuter  gender,  and
L.uke l :35 where ' that  holy  th ing ' is  a lso neuter  gender.  Our l -ord 's
humanity is not spoken of as a new Person who would be born into the
world, but rather as a human nature prepared by the Holy Spirit for the
eternal Word of God, who was God. How could Paul write as he did in
Phil ippians 2:5-8 if he never had heard of the Virgin Birth? I-uke, who
was his companion at different t imes, probably had the account of the
Nativity directly, or indirectly, from Mary herself. No other person but
Mary could have given him the intimate details found in the opening
chapters of his Gospel.

Is there any evidence that the story of the Virgin Birth is true?

We cannot probe into the mystery of the Miraculous Conception, but
we can look at the public l i fe and ministry of our Lord.

Consider  His speech. 'Never man spake l ike th is  man'was the
testimony of the officers sent to arrest Him. His speech never contains
any notes of hesitation. 'Perhaps', 'maybe', ' i t is possible', and similar
expressions of uncertainty are all absent from His declarations. Could
such a remarkable Speaker be a common man, who entered into the
world in the ordinary way?

Look next at His works. The Gospels record about thirty-five
miracles performed by Christ, but John informs us at the close of his
Gospel that 'there are also many other things which Jesus did.... ' . These
'many other things' are sometimes overlooked. If we take Matthew's
Gospel by itself, and put together the general statements about our
Lord's miracles we get an amazing view of His activit ies . ln 4:23-24 we
read: 'And Jesus went about all Gali lee...healing all manner of sickness
and all manner of disease among the people. And his fame went
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throughout all Syria: and they brought unto Him all sick people...and
He healed them'. Again. 'Jesus went about all the cit ies and
vil lages...healing every sickness and every disease among the people'
(9:35). When the Pharisees plotred againsr Him 'grear multitudes
fo l lowed Him, and He healed them al l ' (12:15) .  When He came inro
'the coasts of Judaea beyond Jordan, great multitudes followed Him;
and He healed them there ' (19: l -2) .  These and other  passages speak of
'multitudes' being healed on various occasions. They surely suggest that
sickness and disease must have been almost banished from those
districts where our Lord came. Could such a mighty Worker, who was
altogether unrestricted in the exercise of His powers, be a mere human
being? The story of the miraculous conception of our Lord's humanity
fits in perfectly with the account given of His public ministry in word
and deed. To quote Dr. Machen; ' l t is a fact of history, which no
serious historian can deny, that in the l-irst century of our era there
walked upon this earth One who was like none other among the
children of men...View Jesus in the l ight of God and against the dark
background of sin, view Him as the satisfaction of man's deepest need,
as the One who alone can lead into all glory and all truth, and you wil l
come, despite all, to the stupendous conviction that the New Testament
is true, that God walked here upon the earth, that the eternal Son,
because He loved us, came into this world to die for our sins upon the
cross.'

'When you have arrived at that conviction you will turn with very dif-
ferent eyes to the story of the virgin and her child. Wonders wil l no
longer repel you. Rather wil l you say: "So and so only did it behove this
One, as distinguished from all others, to be born".'

Now let us briefly face the consequences of the rejection of the Virgin
Birth. Matthew and Luke are most careful to tell us that Mary was preg-
nant before Joseph and she took up house. If Christ was not virgin-
born. He was conceived out of wedlock. His birth was shameful. Mary
was seduced by some unnamed man, and Joseph was duped into marry-
ing her. If these things were so, how could Mary burst out into the
words of the Magnificat, and how could Joseph undertake to be a
faithful guardian to the young Child?

Is the Virgin Birth of any importance?

Some may say: 'Cannot I be a Christian and not bother about this
matter?' Others may ask: 'Why insist that this extraordinary doctrine
be accepted? You keep away able men from the Christian cause by do-
ing so'.

On the authority of Holy Scripture the answer is: If Jesus Christ had
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not a Virgin Mother there is no such thing as Christianity according to
the New Testament. If the Saviour was conceived in the ordinary way,
then He was a man-a human personality, and what we call the Incar-
nation was God entering into, and dwelling in, a man-something akin
to His indwelling of all Christians. From that viewpoint the death on
Calvary was just the death of an ordinary man. Deny the Virgin Birth,
and sinners have no Saviour.

Again, if Christ was not born of a Virgin then Paul's careful reason-
ing about the imputation of Adam's sin, and of Christ's righteousness
has no foundation in fact, and there is no 'last Adam' to be contrasted
with 'the first man Adam'; there is no 'second man' who ' is the Lord
from heaven': If Jesus Christ of Nazareth came into this world in the
ordinary way then He was born under the broken Covenant of Works,
and could not be the Surety and Mediator of the New Covenant.

Some may assert that the Virgin Birth would not in itself guarantee
the sinlessness of the Lord Jesus, seeing that Mary, His mother, confess-
ed that she needed salvation when she said: 'My soul doth magnify the
Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour'. But we are ex-
pressly told that the Holy Spirit prepared the human nature, which the
Second Person of the Trinity assumed. Mary was informed: 'The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee...that holy thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of God'(Luke l:35). Edwin H. Palmer
remarks: 'This conceiving act of the Holy Spirit was essential in order to
secure Christ's sinlessness, which, in turn, was necessary in order for
Him to become our Saviour. It preserved Christ from that original sin
which is the lot of every person born into this world. Through man's
conception and birth, he is unholy, full of guile, defiled, and one with
other sinners. Through Christ's conception (by the Holy Spirit) He was
"holy, guileless, undefiled, and separated from sinners" (Heb.7:26).
Man is conceived and born in sin (Psalm 51:5), but Christ was conceiv-
ed and born in holiness.'

Dr. George Smeaton puts the matter in this way: 'As sanctification
belongs to the Spirit's operations, there can be no doubt that everything
required for the sanctification of the Lord's humanity was plentifully

supplied by the agency of the Holy Spirit, who warded off every taint
from whatever quarter it could possibly approach Him'.

Paul was inspired to write that God sent His own Son 'in the likeness
of sinful f lesh' (Rom. 8:3). He came, not in sinful f lesh, not in the
likeness of sinless flesh; not in a different flesh created from nothing,
but in likeness to fallen man, without being fallen Himself'

'The New Testament presentation of Jesus,' writes Dr. Machen, ' is

not an agglomeration, but an organism, and of that organism the
virgin birth is an integral part. Remove the part, and the whole becomes
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harder and not easier to accept; the New Testament account of Jesus is
most convincing when it is taken as a whole. only one Jesus is presented
in the Word of God; and that Jesus did not come into the world by or-
dinary generation but was conceived in the womb of the virgin by the
Holy Ghost '  (p.397) .

BOOK REVIEWS

Papal Power: Its Origins and Development, Henry T. Hudson,
Evangelical Press l9El, l33pp.

In this instructive and timely book the author tells how, ,,spurred
primarily by the question of the incredible gap between Holy Scripture
and Rcman papal traditions, I began my research" (p.8).

Mr. Hudson's resulting studies sought the origins of papal power,
with special attention given' to the most quoted proof-text, Matt.
l6:18,19. It was "from these words" according to Wladimir
D'Ormesson that "the papacy was born" (p.10).

The author, in dealing with developments in the Roman Church prior
to the Reformation, shows that at various periods there was no general
recognition of papal supremacy. In fact "at the Council of Chalcedon
(451) where Pope Leo's position was given exalted recognition, there
was also undeniable limitation of his jurisdictional authority".
However, by means of forged documents lnotably the Legend of St.
Silvester) "the foundational ground-work for the edifice of papal
power was laid during the fifth century" (p.27).

Succeeding years witnessed the practical exercise of papal power, un-
til "the fifteenth century brought the challenge of the conciliar Move-
ment". Its supporters "held that a general council was representative of
the whole church and was superior to the pope" (p.40). However,,on
l8 January 1460 Pope Pius II sounded the dearh knell of concil iarism in
the papal bull Execrabilis" (p.41).

Fifty years later Pope Leo X, in the bull Exsurge Domine,,,was aim-
ing primarily at Luther" whose appeal for a general council had greatly
angered the papal court. The reformer's disdain was apparent when he"dramatically flung Exsurge Domine on the top of a fire already burn-
ing with volumes of the canon law, the papal decretals and scholastic
philosophy" (:p.44).

In a treatise Luther wrote that the teaching of the pope and his
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disciples was "antichristian, devilish doctrine". He also unreservedly
"identif ied the pope with the Antichrist of Holy Scripture" (p.59).

The author, qualified academically in the fields of theology and
history, has a good deal of material on the dogma of papal infallibility.
He quotes Brian Tierney, who "sees no convincing evidence that the
doctrine...formed any part of the theological or canonical traditions of
the Roman church before the thirteenth century" (p.86).

The reader is shown that Rome is still doctrinally corrupt, and that
"notwithstanding the apparent pastoral tone and the cultivation of an
ecumenical spirit, there can be little doubt that the documents of Vatican
II follow in the tradition of Trent and of Vatican I...." (p.94). ln the
quoted words of Hans Kung: "In every century the errors of the
church's teaching office have been numerous and indisputable"
(p .1  l 3 ) .

C .C .J .B .

The Gospel Mystery of Sanctification, Walter Marshall, Evangelical
Press, 257pp f3.95.

This book was first published in 1692 some twelve years after the
author's death. It quickly became the classic work on sanctification and
has since gone through many editions.

Marshall was a puritan and was ejected from his living under the Act
of Uniformity in 1662. So highly was his work regarded that Robert
Traill could speak of "Dr. Owen's excellent book of Justification and
Mr. Marshall's book of the Mystery of Sanctification by faith in Jesus
Christ", thus linking Marshall with the greatest of the puritans. Traill
described this work as "a deep, practical, well-joined discourse".

For Alexander Hamilton, Ebenezer and Ralph Erskine and three
other Scottish divines, it was "excellent treatise" whilst for Adam Gib
scarcely any other book was so evangelical, connected and methodical
as this.

James Hervey thought ir "a truly valuabie piece" and was so excited
by and interested in its republication that he wrote two recommenda-
tions for it besides suggesting some clarification and improvements
which were adopted for the eleventh edition (1786).

As far as William Cowper was concerned, Marshall was "an old ac-
quaintance" who was read with pleasure and edification. The poet sum-
med up his estimate of Marshall by saying, "I think Marshall one of the
best writers and the most spiritual expositors of Scripture I ever read....
I never met a man who understood the plan of salvation better or was
more happy in explaining it".
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At one stage the book was Thomas Chalmers' "daily companion"
and he wrote to a correspondent that no other author known to him
could set forth as Marshall had done "the Gospel in a way so suited to
promote the conjoint interests of peace and holiness".

For many the excellence of the book lies in the fact that the author
leads the serious reader directly to Jesus Christ. Cowper was impressed
with the emphasis placed upon the believer's union with Christ since
Marshall makes that the starting point in the Christian course.

However, though Trail l regarded Marshall 's work as "One of the
most useful books the world has seen for many years" he was also con-
strained to warn that the book required "a more than ordinary atten-
tion in reading of it with profit".

Another sympathetic critic felt that Marshall had erred "in making
his own feelings, and the dealings of God with his soul (which in some
things were peculiar) the universal pattern of the divine conduct in the
salvation of all others". At the same time, this very crit icism emphasises
the fact that Marshall wrote out of the abundance of God's dealinss
with his soul.

Hervey, too, cautioned against expecting much "delicacy of com-
position" and another haS said that the style is obscure "and the
arrangement of his massive argument is not the best".

When all is said and done, however, the book remains a master piece
and richly repays the patient study and attention it demands. Into the
bargain, this edition adds the author's famous sermon on Justif ication.

In view of the stated opinions of the eminent divines who have
recommended the book throughout the three centuries since it was first
published, any praise from an obscure reviewer would be superfluous
indeed.

R . R .

"Jesus is Lord": T. Alan Chrisope (112pp., paperback, Evangelical
Press).

The author (Pastor of Redeemer Baptist Church, Columbus,
Nebraska) is concerned because much of modern evangelism proclaims
the Lord Jesus as Saviour and defers acknowledgement of His lordship
to a later stage in the Christian l ife. He considers this as "another

gospel", which is a reason for so comparatively little lasting fruit from
evangelical campaigns. He shows that "there is no difference between
having Jesus Christ as Saviour and having Him as Lord; that the two
concepts are regarded as equivalent in the New Testament".

He provides a useful study of the word "kyrios". demonstating that
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"it is after the resurrection that kyrios becomes the distinctive designa-
tion of Jesus as the exalted Saviour". He makes it clear that, as God thc
Son, Christ is eternally I-ord, and that, following His incarnation and
death, He was made Lord as God-man, thus assuring all for whom He
died of their salvation and exaltation in Him. In consequence, when
proclaiming salvation through Him, it is an integral part of the Gospel
to proclaim His lordship, so also it is necessary that He is acknowledged
as Lord simultaneously as Saviour. There is no question of ,,making

Jesus Lord"-He rs Lord.
A timely and helpful little book.

H . J . W . L .

Discovering God's Will, Sinclair B. Ferguson, The Banner of Truth
Trust, 126pp, Paperback, f,I.95.

This is an excellent paperback in which Mr Ferguson gives us some
heart-searching hometruths and a number of practical hints. These can
only be hints for there is no clear cut method of divining God's will for
every-body and every time we seek guidance it is for a special case with
its own particular circumstances. Mr Ferguson does not attempt to
guide, he merely "emphasises certain things which may be of special
help at this particular time". He stresses that there is "no substitute for
the sometimes long, arduous experience of discovering the will of God
in our own lives."

We come face to face with reality in the first chapter and discover
that the glory of God ought to be the determining factor in the Chris-
tian's life and that any course of action must tend to further that glory.
This should have a profound effect on all our thinking!

Secondly, we are told that the Word of God contained in the scrip-
tures is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy Cod.
Therefore we must live in obedience to His revealed will before we can
have the means of discovering that will for our lives. Such obedience
produces a distinctive life style, causing us to guard our hearts and walk
in love, l ight and wisdom.

Discerning readers will have recognized the first two answers from
the shorter catechism!

In the chapter on principles of conduct Mr Ferguson lists six ques-
tions we should ask ourselves before taking any particular step. Is it
lawful, beneficial, enslaving, consistent with Christ's Lordship, helpful
to others or consistent with biblical example?

The next two chapters contain helpful principles concerning the
choice of our daily calling and marriage partners. Then we are directed
to the "final word of biblical counsel-WAlT"-do not be imoatient
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but wait for the Lord. The final chapter is an encouraging homily on
"leading" based on Psalm 23.

Mr Ferguson has not discovered something new about guidance but
he has set out for us something we tend to overlook all too easily the
clear teaching in God's Word.

A .G .S .

Calvin and the Calvinists. Paul Helm. Banner of Truth. 84pp. t2.25.
About the middle of the seventeenth century, a Protestant Professor

at Saumur in France, Amyraldus, with a colleague, sought to introduce
a middle way, which would bring together the Calvinists and the
Lutherans. They advocated, That God had made a double decree, the
first that all men might be saved through Christ, Who died for all, on
condition that they believed; but second. knowing that none could ac-
cept this offer, elected that some would receive the Holy Spirit Who
would grant them faith, and so ensure their salvation. Also that men are
not accounted guilty in Adam, by imputation of his sin, but that they
derive from Adam the corruption of human nature, which is imputed to
them as guilt. Also they denied particular redemption.

Dr. R. T. Kendall, of Westminster Chapel, recently published a book
reviving these theories, and adding his own refinement that Christ died
for all men, but intercedes only for the elect. Also that the Westminster
Confession is a serious distortion of Calvin's own teaching.

Mr Helm, of Liverpool University, has written this book in reply, and
ably defends the traditional interpretation in the Reformed Churches.
His discussion leads to the following conclusions: That Christ died for,
and intercedes for the elect; that we are justified by faith alone in
Christ, and that assurance is the normal fruit of this in Christian ex-
perience, but not so that faith is void if assurance is lacking; that con-
version follows conviction of sin; that the will is renewed by divine
grace; and that saving faith in Christ is a divine gift, and that no self
preparation can merit salvation. Mr Helm states his case clearly and
concisely, that the Reformed tradition as expressed in the Westminster
Confession (and the other Confessions) is wholly consistent with the
teaching of  John Calv in.

For those who might l ike to follow the discussion further I would
recommend the following available books:

Justif ication, by J. Buchanan, who outl ines the history of such views
and relates them to the doctrine of Justif ication.

Systematic Theology, by C. Hodge vol 2. who explains each theory
and gives the Scriptural position of each.

Historical Theology, by W. Cunningham, who traces the devolution
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of those who forsake confessional Calvinism, through Arminianism, to
Pelagianism.

Reformed Dogmatics, by J. W. Beardslee III, who translates Tur-
retine's (a later successor to Calvin) objections to the teachings of
Amyraldus.

Collected Writings of John Murray, vol 2. on "The Assurance of
Faith". Teaches the Reformed understanding of the meaning of faith
and assurance as affected by this controversy.

w . J . P .

"The Pastoral Epistles" l73pp, f,1.95. "l and 2 Thessalonians"
l28pp, fI.75. Geoffrey Wilson, Banner of Truth.

I and 2 Thessalonians is a revised edition in which Mr. Wilson has
slightly extended his comments, and improved the bibliography.

The Pastoral Epistles is his latest addition to rhis series of shorr
commentaries on the N.T. epistles. All are unequalled in clarity, brevity,
faithfulness to Reformed teaching, and overall consistency. Perhaps the
best review will be to quote some incisive extracts on contemporary
matters in dispute.

I  T im.  1:18.  THE PROPHECIES. " . . . the min is t ry  of  Chr is t ian pro-
phets in the early church, but the gift of inspired prophecy was no
longer required after the Canon of Scripture was complete...This is
what the finality of Scripture means for us, it is the only extant
revelatory Word of God" (John N{urray).

I Tim. 2:12. WOMEN'S MINISTRY. "No woman may step into the
place of the man without violating the very Word she would try to teach
to both women and men." (Lenski.)

I Tim. 5:8. FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES. Bengel says, "Faith

does not set aside natural duties, but perfects and strengthens them."
Paul in I Tim. 5: l2 does not ask widows for a pledge not to marry, but
to be loyal to Christ.

I Tim. 6:13. BAPTISMAL CONFESSION. "the once for all confes-
sion of obedience to the divine Lord made in baptism can fitt ingly be
appealed to at any subsequent time" (G. R. Beasley-Murray).

I  T im.  6:5-16.  THE MAGNIFICENT ASCRIPTION. "He means
that the powers of this world are subject to His supreme dominion, de-
pend on Him, and stand or fall at His wil l." (Calvin).

I Tim. 6:20. THE APOSTOLIC DEPOSIT. "What is a deposit? lt is
something accredited to thee, not invented by thee; something that thou
hast received, not that thou hast thought out; a result not of genius, but
of instruction; not of personal ownership but of public tradition; a mat-
ter brought to thee, not produced by thee, with respect to which thou
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art bound to be not an author but a custodian, not an originator but a
bearer, not a leader but a follower." (Vincent of Lerins). "The Gospel
of Christ...which is a sacred deposit committed to its ministers not to
dilute, or alter, or to modify, but to learn, hold, guard and preach." (B.
B. Warfield).

Titus 1:7. THE MINISTRY. "Officers must be chosen whose
character commanded the respect of the community, and who would be
likely to exert a wholesome and steadying influence on the church's
life." (Findlay).

2 Tim. 2:2. THE APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION. "This is the true
apostolic succession of the ministry; not an uninterupted l ine of hands
laid on which extends back to the apostles...but a succession of true
apostolic doctrine...this is held by us in faithful hearts with competency
to teach others these same things." (Lenski).

Each volume in this series is a mine of devotional and doctrinal truth,
helpful to both young and established christians.

w .J .P .

No need to fear
Why should I fear the darkest hour,
Or tremble at the tempter's power?
Jesus vouchsafes to be my Tower.

When earthly comforts fade and die,
Though others weep, yet why should I?
Jesus sti l l  l ives, and sti l l  is nigh.

I know not what may soon betide,
Or how my wants shall be supplied;
But Jesus knows, and wil l provide.

Though sin would fi l l  me with distress,
The Throne of grace I dare address,
For Jesus is my Righteousness.

Against me earth and hell combine,
But on my side is power Divine;
Jesus  i s  A l l ,  and  He  i s  m ine .

John Newton l77l
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Hanserd Knollys, 1598-1691
FRANCIS COXON

Hanserd Knollys was born at Cawkwell, Lincolnshire, in the year
1598. He had the privilege of pious parents, who were careful to have
him instructed in the principles of scriptural truth, and good literature.
In early years he moved with his parents to Scarthe, near Market
Grimsby, in the same county. According to his own account, about the
sixth year of his age, he fell into a great pond, and was preserved from
being drowned by the water bearing up his clothes, until his father came
on the scene, leaped in, and pulled him out. About that time his father
kept a tutor in his house to teach him and his brother-a conscientious
and godly young man; who gave them good instructions for their souls,
and convinced them of the sin of sabbath breaking, and of disobedience
to parents.

I. REMOVAL TO CAMBRIDGE

Afterwards he went to Cambridge, and there a godly minister preach-
ed on Hosea 4:17, "Ephraim is joined to idols, let him alone." His doc-
trine was, that the joining of sin to sin by often committing it after con-
viction of conscience for it, did provoke God to give over many to the
power of their corruptions, and let them alone to die in their sins. "I

was thoroughly convinced thereby that it was my case, for I had often-
times broken the sabbath after conviction, and I had disobeyed my
parents, and had often told untruths." The same Lord's Day at night,
another godly minister preached upon Eph. 2:3, "Among whom also
we all had our conversation in time past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfill-
ing the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others", and thereby he was much more con-
vinced of his sinful condition, and that he was a child of wrath, without
Christ and grace, which work of conviction remained strongly upon
him above one year; under which he was filled with great horror, and
fears of hell; sore buffetings and temptations of the Devil, and made to
possess the sins of his youth; but yet he prayed daily, heard all the godly
ministers he could, read and searched the Holy Scriptures, read good
books, and got acquainted with gracious christians among the Puritans.
Though he had long been noticed for his pious disposition, he at-
tributed his regeneration to the sermons he there heard. It was at Cam-
bridge, most probably, that he received his first tincture of Puritanism;
as he conversed chiefly with persons of that persuasion. Having finished



The Gospel Magafine 279

his studies at the University, he was chosen master of the Free School at
Gainsborough, in his native county.

In 1629 Mr. Knollys was ordained by the Bishop of peterborough,
soon after which the bishop of Lincoln presented him to the charge of
Humberstone in his own county. He was indefatigably laborious, and
preached mostly three times on the Lord's Day, and not infrequently
four times, but he did not hold the living above two or three years. For
having scruples regarding the surplice, the cross in baptism, and the ad-
mission of persons of profane character to the Lord's Supper, he resign-
ed it into the hands of the Bishop; but through the Bishop's connivance,
he continued to preach for two or three years longer in different chur-
ches. Indeed, when he resigned the benefice of Humberstone, the
Bishop offered him a better living; but he resisted the temptation, and
modestly refused to accept it. About 1636, he left the church entirely.
and joined himself to the Puritans.

2. THE PATHWAY OF AFFLICTION
This was the occasion and the commencement of Knollys being ex-

posed to numerous difficulties and hardships. He was driven out of
Lincolnshire, and, at length, out of the kingdom, for his non-
conformity. Upon his going to Boston, Lincs., probably with a view of
being sheltered from the storm, he was apprehended by virtue of a war-
rant from the high commission, and, for some time, put under confine-
ment. But, by his serious discourse, he so terrified the conscience of his
keeper, that he set open the prison doors, and suffered him to depart.
Having thus escaped the snare of his persecutors, he removed with his
family to London; but being still harassed by the high commission, he
resolved to escape the violence of his enemies, and to depart into a
foreign land. After suffering numerous hardships, being persecuted
from one place to another, he took shipping in the river Thames, and,
after many difficulties during the voyage, at length safely arrived at
Boston, in New England. Towards the close of his life, this venerable
servant of the Lord recorded the following reflections:- .,My

wilderness, sea, city, and prison mercies" says he, "afford me many
and strong consolations. The spiritual sights of the glory of God, the
divine sweetness of the spiritual and providential presence of my Lord
Jesus Christ, and the joys and comforts of the Holy and Eternal Spirit,
communicated to my soul, together with suitable and seasonal scrip-
tures of truth, have so often, and so powerfully revived, refreshed, and
strengthened my heart, in the days of my pilgrimage, trials, and suffer-
ings, that the sense, yea, the l ife and sweetness thereof, abides sti l l  upon
my heart, and hath engaged my soul to l ive by faith, to walk humbly,
and to desire and endeavour to excel in holiness to God's glory, and the
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example of others. Though, I confess, many of the Lord's ministers,
and some of the Lord's people, have excelled and outshined me, with
whom He hath not been at so much cost nor pains as He hath been with
me. I am a very unprofitable servant; yet by grace I am what I am."

Immediately after the restoration, in 1660, Mr. Knollys, with many
other innocent persons, was dragged from his own dwelling-house, and
committed to Newgate. There he suffered eighteen weeks imprison-
ment, t i l l  released by an act of grace upon the king's coronation. At that
time four hundred persons were confined in the same prison. He was
often obliged to remove his abode. After moving into different parts of
England and Wales, he went over to Holland, from there to Cermany,
and back again to Rotterdam; whence he returned to London. These
frequent revolutions occasioned a great variation in his circumstances.
Sometime he was worth several hundred pounds; at other times, he had
no house to dwell in, no food to eat, and no money to lay out. But these
sudden changes tended very much to the exercise and confirmation of
his graces, and furnished him with frequent instances ofthe goodness of
Divine providence. Mr. Knollys had for some years embraced the views
of Particular Baptists. He engaged, at one time, in a public disputation
with two Particular Baptists: William Kiffin; and Henry Jessey: the last
mentioned being among the ejected ministers of 1662.

3. "THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST''

Mr. Knollys was the author of twelve works, as recorded in Book's
"Lives of the Puritans" the first mentioned of which being a volume:
"The Exaltation of Christ in the days of the Gospel: as the alone High
Priest, Prophet, and King of saints", by Thomas Coll ier, sometime
teacher to the church in Yorke." Knollys wrote "The Epistle to the
Reader", which we quote from the second edition, published in 1647.

"Pious Reader, Such is the transcendent excellency of the knowledge
of Jesus Christ, that we may say of it.....A small understanding of it, is
to be valued far above any other science: and the apostle esteemed all
things 'loss and dung, for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus'. Phil. 3:8. Now that thou mayst grow in the knowledge of Jesus
Christ, here is offered to thy diligent perusal a little treatise, wherein
Christ is exalted in all His offices. lt contains three parts, the first treats
of His High Priest's office; the second contains His Prophetical office;
and the third handles His Kingly office. Thou must not expect excellen-
cy of speech, and the enticing words of man's wisdom, but thou mayst
(by God's blessing) learn something more of the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus, and mayst find the tongue of the learned
speaking a word in season to thy weary soul, in the plain and powerful
evidence and demonstration of the Spirit, and such is the excellency of
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scripture learning....the flower and quintescence of soul-saving
knowledge, that it wil l abundantly satisfy the hungry soul. A man may
have excellent knowledge in other things and yet perish, but this is life
eternal to know God and Jesus Christ, John l7:3. There are some shin-
ings forth of the eternal power and godhead in the creature, so that the
invisible things of Him from the creation of the world, are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made; we know the diffused
brightness of the sunbeams, is not so pleasant in large windows, nor can
the bright shinings of Him Who is invisible be so clearly, sweetly,
pleasantly discerned in the creatures, as in the face of Jesus Christ, in
Whom dwelleth the fulness of the Godhead bodily, Col. 2:9, and in
Whose face the l ight of the knowledge of the glory of God hath shined
in the hearts  of  His just i f ied-sanct i f ied ones,2 Cor.4:16. ,  and
therefore by way of eminence Jesus Christ is called ,the brightness of
His glory, and the express image of His person. Heb. l:3. O! how ex-
cellent then is the true knowledge of Jesus Christ, and how acceptable
will this l i tt le treatise be unro those who with a spiritual appetite are en-
quiring after the true knorvledge of Christ in all His offices ! The author
being far distant from the city, could not see to the correcting of his
book, and it is a usual thing for some faults to escape the press uncor-
rected in such a case, which thou must amend with thy pen as thou
readest; and for any material thing which thou apprehendest not sound,
carry it to the Touchstone of the Word, 'Try all things and hold fast
that which is good'. And as we would have others moderate in censuring
us, go and do thou likewise, and if but a mite of knowledge shall be
(through God's blessing) by this his labour added to rhy understanding,
let God have the glory, and the author hath his end."

4. LIFE PROLONGED TO GOOD OLD AGE
"Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age, l ike as a shock of corn

cometh in in his season." Job 5:26. The life of Mr. Knollys was pro-
longed to a good old age; and he came to his grave l ike a shock of corn
that is gathered in his season. During his last i l lness, which was of short
continuance, he discovered extraordinary patience and resignation to
the Divine wil l, longing to be dissolved and to be with Christ, not so
nluch as to be freed from pain and trouble, as from sin. He kept his bed
a few days only, and departed in a transport of joy, lgth September,
l69l aged ninety-three years, when his remains were interred in Bunhii l
Fields. Benjamin Keach published an elegy upon his death.
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Unity in the abstract is no doubt an excellent thing; but unity without
truth is useless. Peace and uniformity are beautiful and valuable, but
peace without the Gospel-peace based on a common Episcopacy, and
not on a common faith-is a worthless peace, not deserving of the
name. When Rome has repealed the decrees of Trent and her additions
to the Creed-when Rome has recanted her false and unscriptural doc-
trines-when Rome has formally renounced image-worship, Mary wor-
ship, and transubstantiation-then, and not t i l l  then, it wil l be time to
talk of re-union with her. Till then there is a gulf between us which can-
not honestly be bridged. Til l  then I call on all Churchmen to resist to the
death this idea of re-union with Rome. Till then let our watchword be
'No peace with Rome'. (-J. C. Ryle).

ADVERTISEMENT RATES
Full page f14; Half page f,7.50; Quarter page f,4;

6p per word for classified advertisements. Box number l5p extra.

Advertisement should be received by the Ist of the month prior to
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Hili, Hon. Secretary, 34 Morley Road, Sheringham, Norfolk, NR26
8JE. Tel: Sheringham 824965.
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state if a receipt is required. The enclosure of an s.a.e. would be ap-
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Cheques should be made payable to THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
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FORM OF BEQUEST
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British Protestant the sum of f : (......pounds), free of duty,
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Secretary for the time being shall be a sufficient discharge for the said
legacy.
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made by the bank on all Commonwealth and foreign transactions, including
Eire currency.

we would ask readers kindly to inform us i f  they do not wish to continue to
receive The Gospel Magazine. This would save sending to those whom we may
think, mistakenly, have overlooked paying their subsci ipt ions.

The Trustees are most grateful for the generous gifts of numerous readers
over and above their subscript ion, which enables the price to be kept down to a
minimum, despite r ising costs.

would readers please remit subscriptions without waiting for reminder notices
to be senl. This is a real saving in time and expense foi our small office ad-
ministral ion,

Bound annual volumes. We would welcome inquir ies for bound annual
volumes. old bound volumes of which readers may be wil l ing to dispose are
sought in order to f i l l  a few gaps in the Trustees' own set; and also to bui ld up a
duplicate set. Please write to the Editor, or the Hon. Secretarv. we need oar-
t icularly the volumes for 1809; l8l8; 1826; 1889.

Church and chapel groups. We already have long-established groups of
readers in various parts of the UK., and some overseas. we would l ike io rn-
crease the number of church and chapel groups. would local fr iends kindly pro-
mote this, and thus help to extend the ministry of The Gospel Magazinei '

The Gospel Magafine 283

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FORM
To The Gospel Magazine, Rev. Gordon Hil l, Hon. Secretary, 34
Morley Road, Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8JE or The Gosoel
Magazine,  P.O.  Box 217,  London SE5 8NP.

we would be obliged if established readers whose subscriptions are
now due would make use of this form. Please inform us of'any change
of address.

Subscr iber 's  name..

Address

No. of copies to be sent per issue Sum enclosed

Date of sending subscription

, _Have you any_ friends for whom a year's subscription to The Gospel
Magozine would make a suitable gift?
Post paid subscription for 1983 (six issues p.a.) is f2.50 p.a. Cheques
and P.O.s. should be made payable to The Gospel Magazine. If costs
increase we will inform readers on this page; and we are confident that
they would adjust their subscriptions.



284 The Gospel Mogazine

THE WESTMINSTER CONFERENCE
(Founder: Dr. D. M. Lloyd-Jones)

on
TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY,
14th and 15th DECEMBER, 1982
At WESTMINSTER CHAPEL S.W.I.

..FAITH AND FERMENT''
Papers on the inner workings of the Holy Spirit in the works of
Calvin, the Puritans and others; and controversial aspects of
revivals in New and Old England; with a biographical study.

Application Forms from :
Rev. B. Freer, The Secretary:
Westminster Conference, 12, Pasture Road,
Stapleford, Nottingham NG9 8GG.
NOW AVAILABLE I98I CONFERENCE REPORTS

..ASPECTS OT' SANCTII ICATION"-f I.95

AGED PILGRIMS'
FRIEND SOCIETY

Croydon Auxiliary

SALE OF WORK
AIVD GIFT DAY

Saturday 20th November
1982

From 11 a .m.  -  4  p .m.  a t

THE UNITED REFORMED
CHURCH HALLS

Addiscombe Grove, Croydon
(Near East Croydon Station)

Preliminary meeting at 10,45 a.m.

Sale to be opened by
Miss N. L. Tracer

SOVEREIGN GRACE
ADI/ENT TESTIMONY.

Amongst publications recently
reprinted are:
The Coming of the Son of Man

by E. J. Poole-Connor 65p.
Prophecy of the Lord Jesus
in Matt.24/25

by B.  W. Newton 85p.
The Man of Sin

by S. P. Tregelles 50p.
The Saints' Rest and Rapture

by Frank H. White 50p.

For these and other publications,
appl.v S.G.A.T. Secretory:
Stephen A. Toms, 1 Donald Wa1',

Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 9JB.
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The Lord's Day Observance Society
are pleased to announced their New Year publications !

w. POWER {:lLZ
FOR ETERNTTY? ll..HAPPY DAY" DIARY T983 |l

Power for 1983
o r  \  l l

\ n /

takes as its theme

THE POWER OF GOt)
* Daily Scripture Text
* Calendar for 1984
* Inlerest ing Da[es
* Prices: Paper Cover 35p (50p including Postage).

Plastic Cover 40p (55p including Postage).

Also: The "LORD'S DAY" CALENDAR 1983
A Hanging Wall Calendar with full colour picture and

Scripture Text for each month . fI.45 per copy, including
postage.

NO POSTAGE NEEDED-SO ORDER NOW!I!

TO:  THE LORD'S DAY OBSERVANCE SOCIETY,  DEPT.  GM. ,
FREEPOST, LONDON SE2O 8BR.

P lease send me: .

I  enc lose  remi t tanee o f  [  .

N A M E  &  A D D R E S S

I-
POSTCODE
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The Society's eleven erist ing homes in Southern England, the
Midlands and West Country have proved insuff icient to meet the
reouests bv elclerlv Christ ians for accommodation.
We therefore plan to provide three further homes during 1982 as
shown on the map. We invite vour supp()rt  in this step fonvarcl.

Gifts both for the extension and maintenance of this evange-l ical
ministn' w,i l l  there.fore' be appreciated.
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Britain's Brightest Christian Diary. Now Ready.

..MY POCKET COMPANION FOR 1983''

\ou in the 68th Year of Publication, it is more than just a Dairy; it in-
cludes Devotional Pages and a Text for every day.
Popular Edition-Embossed paper Cover, 64 Pages-full Diary
-interesting articles-fully illustrated. Single copy 48p. l0 copies
for f3.70; 20 copies for f7.00; 50 copies for f16.00; 100 copies for f28.00.
Popular Improved: -With Outer Plastic Cover; Single copy 55p.; l0
copies for f4.35;20 copies for f8.00.
De Luxe Wallet -Fine Brown or Black Wallet Cover, 96 pages, Gold let-
tering; Single copy 88p.; 5 copies for f4.25; l0 copies for f8.25.

All above prices include postage.

Order Now from Dept. G.M. Protestant Truth Society, (Inc.)
lE4, Fleet Street, London EC4A 2HJ.

Please enclose crossed cheque or P.O.; Not Cash or Stamps.
Despatched within 2l days of receipt of order.

THROUGHOUT THE CENTURY

The English Churchman
ano

The
Gospel Magazine

have been closelv associated
in testimony to the

Scr iptural  pr incip les of  the
Reformat ion,  and the Doctr ines
of Grace as set out in XXXIX

Art ic les.

THE ENGL ISH CHURCHMAN I s
a fortnightly .iournal of news,
comment, correspondence,
book reviews and articles.

15p per issue; f7.15p per year,
post paid. Abroad f3.90p

plus postage.

Send for  a f ree specimen copy.
Engl ish Churchman,
PO Box 217, London. SES 8NP

THE
BIBLE SPREADING

UNION

seeks to give away
uncorrupted versions of

Holy Scripture

For details, apply:

B.S.U. Secretary,
Stephen A. Toms,

1 Donald Way,
Chelmsford,

Essex, CM2 gJB.
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PUBLICATIONS MINISTRY

BIBLES. New Testaments, Scripture
booklets and leaflets, Posters, Text
cards, etc. Please send 721/zp slamp
for i l lustrated catalogue.-Trinitarian
Bible Society, 217 Kingston Road,
London.  SWlg  3NN.

THE TENDER GRAPE:  A  month ly
magazine designed to interest chi ldren
in the Scriptures that are able to make
them wise unto salvation. Annual
subscript ion f3.18p from The Editor,
82 High Street, Knaphil l ,  Woking,
Surrey, GU2l 2PZ.

HOLIDAYS

SOUTHWOLD. Convenient family
house one minute from the beach in
this lovely l i t t le Suffolk town.-Write
for detai ls: Hi l l ,  86 Bl inco Grove,
Cambridge.

ULLAPOOL area.  N.W.  H igh lands .
Privately situated house in peaceful
surroundings. Central for touring.
Three miles from sea. (July and
August not avai lable.) Lord's Day
must be respected.-Mrs. L Renwick,
Inverbroom, Lochbroom, Rosshire.
Tel. 085 485 209.

WESTERN ISLES. Comfortably fur-
nished and ful ly equipped house to let;
six miles from Stornoway. Storage
heaters; garage; long let available to
careful tenants. Must respect the Sab-
bath .  Box  No.  1582.

On hol iday in EASTBOURNE? Wor-
ship at Cavendish Place Chapel;
Evangelical-Independent; Sundays:
l l  &  6 .30 ;  Tuesdays  7 .15 .  V is i t ing
Ministers.

WATTISHAM CI{APEL, Suffolk.
Evangelical and Reformed Services
each LORD's  DAY 10.45 :  2 .30 :  6 .30 .
Metrical Psalms and hymns. A.V. on-
ly used. Minister 's telephone Bildeston
740236.

WISBECH EVANGELICAL
CHURCH

SUNDAY, 11 a.m. and 6.15 p.m.
at Room 1

Social  Club and Inst i tute Hal l ,
Hill Street. Wisbech.

PRAYER/BIBLE STUDY
Thursday 7.30 p.m.

Enquiries: Pastol Richard Tumer

23. Tinkers Drove, Wisbech,
Cambs. PEl3 3PO.
Tel: Wisbech 65838

Please tell others about T he
Gospel Magazine. We ore olways
pleased to send free specimen
copies to those who might become
resulsr reoders.

We acknowledge gratefully volumes of The Gospel Magazine (bound)
for 1879 and 1886, with postmark Oxenhope, Keighley, West York-
shire, dated July 6, 1982.


