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Editorial
The Christian l ife is at once demanding and rewarding. The Lord

Jesus Christ issued His call to discipleship in these terms-"if any man
will come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow Me". The apostle Paul says much the same in his advice to
Timothy-"endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ".

Strange ideas exist today regarding the Christian l ife. It is often
thought of as something weak and effeminate. The Bible, on the other
hand, repeatedly stresses the fact that it is not an easl'-going business
but a thoroughlv vigorous affair. We are nowhere promised that rve
shall f ind everything easy and smooth, rather we are called upon to
fight the good fight of faith.

If we are to be at all effective we shall need:

I. Courage.

Joshua was urged "be strong and of a good courage". If he needed
such counsel, hou' much more ourselves? Joshua was apprehensive and
conscious of his utter inadequacy to fulf i l  the task entrusted to him. We
too are quite inadequate of ourselves to be witnesses for Christ. It does
take tremendous courage to stand for Christ in the world today. It is not
an easy thing to stand up and be counted.

2. Endurance.

There are times in the experience of most people u'hen everything
seems to go wrong and we have to dig in our heels and stand firm. We
need to pray that we may have staying power in the day of adversity.
We are called upon to "endure to the end".

3. Discipline.

There is a general lack of discipline in the nation in these days, and it
shou's itself in all sorts of ways. In many homes parents make no effort
to  enforce d isc ip l ine and are ent i re ly  ru led by thei r  ch i ldren.  ln  the
Christian l ife, discipline is something which cannot be dispensed with
i f  we are to make progress.

"In the service royal let us not grou' cold,
Let  us be r ight  loyal ,  noble,  t rue and bold" .
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t  tOur  God. . . . is  ablet  t
Daniel 3: l7

As Nebuchadnezzar gre\\ ' great, he grew very proud. He set up a
massive golden idol some ninetl, feet in height, and this was his pride
and joy. He then issued an order that everyone w'ithout exception, was
to fall dorvn and worship before it. There were three who dared to defy
the king's command-Shadrach, Meschach and Abed-nego. At all costs
they were determined to stand firm, they were resolved to be faithful to
their God. They realised that they were standing in a higher Presence
than that of the king. Thel' had unwavering faith in the omnipotent
hand of God. They told the king plainly that God was able to deliver
them out of his hand-"Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us
from the burning fierl '  furnace, and He wil l deliver us out of thine
hand,  O k ing" .

I. A Relationship Claimed.
"Our God". Thev did not serve a remote deity, but One in Whom

they had placed their confidence and Who had been pleased to reveal
Himself to thenr. Religion never becomes vital unti l i t becomes
personal.

It is a great thing to be able to call God our own, and say "God is our
refuge and strength a very present help in trouble", or to say "The Lord
is my Shepherd".

These three Hebrews knew God for themselves, they belonged to
Him and were assured that He would undertake for them. "Whom we
serve"-their faith was not just a matter of words, it resulted in their
giving of themselves to His service. There are many who cry to God in
time of trouble who are utterly indifferent to Him at other times.

2. A Confidence Asserted.

They af f i rmed wi thout  hesi tat ion that  thei r  Cod nas able to del i rer
them. They did not say that He rvould delir. 'er; thel' kneu that He could
and that  i f  i t  were best  He would do so.  Thel 'uere qui te convinced of
God's abi l i ty .

They knew exactly what had been threatened by the king and his
abil ity to carry it out; but their faith u as in One mightier than the king.
They were not prepared for deliverance at the price of a trampled
conscience.

ln the end deliverance was not granted. They were thrown to the
flames-but they were not alone. The Lord was with them, iust as He is
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always with his people in the hour of need (see verse 25). Cod never calls
us to face the trials of l i fe alone.

"Our God. . . is  able" .  This  is  one of  the key thoughts of  the Book of
Daniel. God is revealed as sovereign in the l ives of men and of nations.
God is all-powerful, and He always has the last rvord. "The Most High
ruleth in the kingdom of men" 4:25. He has thc u'hole rvorld in His
hand. He cannot be thwarted and none can hinder Him: He is
unrivalled in majesty and unlimited in power. Cod can alrva-vs find a
way, He is never handicapped in His own world.

We need to realise that what is impossible to man is to C'iod an eas),'
thing. We are so often tempted to think our circumstances are too much
for us. We should not dwell on the diff iculties that confront us but l i ft
our sights higher.

Our God is able to answer prq))er. The book of Daniel is full of
i l lustrations of what prayer can do and of God's wil l ingness to ans\{'er
the prayers of His people. The secret of Daniel's l i fe is found in his
praying. He held high office and responsibil i ty, but drew strength from
his prayers. God says "call unto Me and I wil l hear thee and shou' thee
great and mighty things which thou knowest not" Jeremiah 33:3.

Our God is qble to sustain His People. Daniel's long life \\'as not
without the most severe testings and trials but he u'as sustained through
them al l .  "He is  able to make a l l  grace to abound tou 'ard you" (2.  Cor.
9:8) .  We should note the generosi ty  of  the.d iv ine provis ion-He g ives
more than enough.

Our God is able to do exceeding abundantly. Eph.3:20. He is
omnipotent and knows no l imitation. We need constantly to remind
ourselves that with God all things are possible. We should encourage
our faith by considering His all-sufficiency and almighty pou'er. We
have to do with One who is able to supply our every need. His resources
are wi thout  l imi t .

Ou r  God . . . . i s  ab le .
Here is a word to humble us. "Is there anything too hard for Me?" is

God's own challenge. There is no diff iculty too great for Him to
overcome, no cloud He cannot l i ft; no need He cannot supply.

Here is a word to encourqge us. The Apostle Paul could say, without
boasting, "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me"
(Phi l  4 :13)  No s i tuat ion can be too baf f l ing,  t ry ing or  exact ing.
Through Christ we can be master of them all.

Here is a word to chollenge us. God is saying "prove ME now
herewith". Bring your problems to Me, spread your needs before Me.
count on My sufficiency and bounty.

"Our  God . . . . i s  ab le " .
M . H .
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Hath God forgotten
to be Gracious?

F.  J .  HARRIS

The Rev. F. J. Harris is the minister of Uxbridge Road Tabernacle,
Shepherds Bush, London

What was it that led to the agonised cries and prayers that Asaph
uttered in Psalm 77? What desperate condition lay behind such
questions? Was it some great personal crisis that caused this out-burst
or was it something much bigger? No doubt Asaph was in distress in his
own soul but it seems that his grief was occasioned primarily by the fact
that the cause of God had sunk very low (see also Psalm 79). Here we
have a godly man laying bare his soul and lamenting because of the
miserable condition of the people of Cod. We have a similar example in
Nehemiah chapter one.

We too l ive in days when the church of the l iving God is in a very low
condition and where nothing short of a mighty intervention by God can
deliver her from foes without and within and raise her to anything l ike
her former glory. But do we f'eel anything of Asaph's sorrow of soul? It
is a searching question.

That Cod had visited His people and mighti ly blessed them in
generations past is beyond dispute. Both Old and New Testamenrs
demonstrate this fact as does the history of the church. That such times
of blessing upon the church have often resulted in the ingathering of a
great multitude of sinners is also a blessed truth. That Cod is
unchanging and is therefore fully able to work in such glorious \\,a), 's
today is also beyond dispute. But when we go on to ask "ls He working
today in a manner comparable to His mighty works in formcr
generations?", the answer, sadly but undeniablv, has to be "No".

While acknowledging that God moved in revival power in Wales in
1904-5 and has worked in some parts of Scotland in more recent years,
and while we are humbly thankful for every token of His presence with
us, we have to acknowledge with sorror, ' '  that well over a hundred years
have passed since the United Kingdom erperienced an outpouring of
God's Spirit to any marked degree.

The quest ion I  would ask is  th is :  " Is  th is  lack of  God's presence and
power a cause of concern to us?" C)r are we contented with a l itt le
blessing, thankful that we are saved, and more or less indifferent to the
state of the church generally? If we cannot answer the first question
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uith a very definite "yes" then there is something very seriously wrong
with our spiritual state for it indicates that we have very l itt le ioncern
either for the glory of God or for the salvation of the lost and no
longing for the name of the Lord Jesus christ to be honoured and
magnified.

Asaph was certainly very concerned-read psalmTi:i-9. He felt the
conditions to be so desperate that he was in an agony lest God had
determined never to be favourable again, lest God had forgotten how to
be gracious and His mercy was at an end. Isaiah experiinced similar
f 'eelings when he cried, "Look down from heaven and behold from the
habitation of rhy holiness and of rhy glory; where is Thv zeal and Thy
strength, the sounding of rhy bowels and of rhy mercies toward me?
are they restrained? o that Thou wouldest rend the heavens, that Thou
wouldest come down, that the mountains might f low down at Thy
presence" Isa iah 63:15 and 64:1.

But neither Asaph nor Isaiah despaired, Asaph encouraged himself
by remembering what God had done in ages pasr. He salA ,,I wil l
remember the years of the right hand of the Nlost High. I wil l remember
the works of the Lord; surely I wil l remember Thy wonders of old. I wil l
medi tate a lso of  a l l  Thy work,  and ta lk  of  Thy doings"  psalm 77:10_12.
Isaiah took himself to prayer with the words already quoted.

We must do both. It is both stimulating and encouraging to read not
only the biblical accounts of God's mighty acts but the records of the
outpouring of His Spirit in various ages since. I wonder if you have ever
read an account of any of the great revivals of religion in former
generations? What a blessing it is to read of the presence of God so
mightily felt that whole districts were utterly melted and humbled
before His majesty and a multitude of sinners swept into the kingdom
of cod. And perhaps the greatest blessing that can come to us is to find
within our hearts a great longing that God would do it again, even in
our dark and dreadful days. It is an acknowledged fact that the
remembrance of former days of blessing has often stirred up people to
pray for similar blessings in their own days and sometimes, in the
marveilous providence and wondrous grace of our Sovereign Lord such
prayer has been the precursor of "t imes of refreshing from the presence
of  the Lord" .

The well known rvords of Matthew Henry are always true: .,When
Cod intends to bless His people He always sets them a-praying". May
God set us a-praying and may the remembrance of the yeari of the"right hand of the Most High" give us encouragement and hope that
He wil l "rend the heavens and come down" once more. Is anvthins too
hard for the Lord?
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John A'Lasco, 1499-1560.
The Polish Reformer

FRANCIS COXON

Of the foreign Christian worthies who came into England, at the
inr i ta t ion of  Thomas Cranmer,  to  fur ther  the Reformat ion,  John
A'Lasco, was at once the most distinguished, and the most signally
favoured by those in power. His writ ings are of special value in
throwing l ight on the stronger and more pronounced scriptural forms of
Protestantism, which the Reformation under Edward VI. tended to

assume. A'Lasco was often consulted on English church affairs, and
exercisecl no small inlluence on the opinions and procedure of the
young King,  and h is  advisors.

I .  EARLY YEARS.

John A'Lasco, or, in his native language, Laski, was in every sense,
one of Poland's noblemen. He came of a family, whose ancestral seat,
was the castle of Lask, near the old town of the same name. He was
born at  Warsau' in  1499.  He had an uncle,  John,  Archbishop of
Gnesen,  who d ied in  1531.  Regarding the subject  of  th is  memoir ,  we
would quote; "For ye see your call ing, brethren, how that not many
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called,"
I Cor. 1, 26. As that gracious lady, Selina, Countess of Huntingdon,
(1707-1891),  speaking of  that  passage of  God's Word,  was wont  to say,
"I bless God that it does not say, 'not Qny."'

The Polish Reformer therefore takes a place between the elder
Reformers, l ike Zwingli, Melanchthon, or Farel, and the younger ones,
born early the next century, l ike Calvin, Knor, Bull inger, or Ridley'
With all of these and other noted contemporaries he became
acquainted, with some of them very intimately, while with not a few in
various lands he cultivated warm friendship and correspondence. John
was destined for the church, and when only seven years old, he went to
reside with the aforementioned uncle. Under the care of this ecclesiastic
he spent about three years in Cracow, attending the National
Univers i ty .

I I .  TRAVELS TO ROME, SWITZERLAND, FRANCE,
NETHERLANDS & GERMANY.

Then came the opportunity for travel and foreign study. The fifth
Lateran Counci l  is  in  session at  Rome under Leo X,  and as the Pr imate
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is summoned to Rome, his nephew, John A'Lasco accompanied him
thither in 1513. Luther had but recently paid that memorable visit of his
to Rome, from which flowed such tremendous issues. Meanwhile,
A'Lasco after being in Rome eighteen months, then passed to Bologna,
u'hich had just been absorbed in the Papal States. After an absence of
l 'our ""ars, A'Lasco is at home again. Within four years, A'Lasco is
Dean of the Metropolitan Cathedral of Gnesen, a high post for a man
of twenty-two, but quite according to conventional use and family
claims. Gnesen (Polish, Gniezno) was his uncle's seat, the Canterbury
of Poland, in fact its ancient capital, t i l l  supplanted by Cracow, which
in turn was to yield the tit le to Warsaw. But events had happenecl not
far distant, and were sti l l  developing. In the memorable crisis of 1517,
Luther's theses awakened interest in Germany, and beyond. The year
1521 had seen Luther excommunicated for burning the Papal Bull, and
in the same year making his stand before the Diet of Worms. But
whatever interest these stirring events may have had for A'Lasco, they
have for him, as yet, no spiritual significance. Long afterwards, he
confessed and lamented, he sti l l  " l ived a Pharisee," a stranger to the
power of scriptural, vital, godliness. At any rate, the "new learning was
much talked of, and he would fain come into closer contact with that.
A'Lasco's yearning to mingle with events was gratif ied when his elder
brother, Jerome, is sent by the King of Poland in 1523 on a confidential
mission to the court of France. The brothers, warmly attached to each
other, resolve to travel in company. On their way to Paris, they l inger a
few weeks in Basle, at that t ime a rendezvous of Huguenot refugees.
From some motive, A'Lasco is drawn to hear O'Ecolampadius and
especially Farel, the vigorous Swiss preacher. Long after, in a letter to
Calvin, A'Lasco sent a greeting to "our Farel," and adds: "l knew him
at Basle, when I was there with Erasmus." It was culture, not gospel,
that had hitherto fascinated A'Lasco. Yet Erasmus had done the
Reformation enormous service by having published as early as 1516 the
first Greek text of the New Testament, revealing that the Vulgate was a
secondary and not always accurate translation thus bringing a purer
gospel l ight, and corresponding deliverance from mediaeval thraldom.

Meanwhile A'Lasco visited Paris, and became acquainted with James
Lefevre, the pioneer of French Protestantism, the defender and
expounder of pure scripture within the church, whose translation of the
Bible has been the basis of all the French versions. A'Lasco had now
been more than two years away from Poland. Letters of recall came
from his uncle, the Primate. Suspicion was aroused regarding his
scriptural, reformed views. No doubt the sense of corruption within the
pale of the Papal communion, and its need of radical reform grew upon
him with the progress of events, but his experience made him more and
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more despair of cleansing it from within its own borders. ln 1538, two
popish mitres were at his command, Westprim in Hungary, and Cuiavia
in Poland, the latter opening his way to the primacy itself. Matters are
now brought to an issue. On the one hand, dignities, with normal
debasement; on the other, Christ's pure gospel, with losses and
persecution. No! he dare not violate conscience. He feels himself a
Protestant; and a humble but genuine follower of the Lord Jesus. "God

in His mercy brought me to myself and to HIM," he wrote to
Pell icanus, who had taught him the Hebrew Bible at Basle. He goes

straight to the King; tells him his whole mind; and comes away, "the

Lord's freed-man." But he could not remain in Poland. Like
"Abraham, when he was called to go out," so "he went out, not
knowing whi ther  he went . "  Heb.  11:8.  Also,  l ike Moses,  "Choosing

rather to suffer affl iction with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season." Heb. 11:25. He is found in East
Friesland, at Emden, in 1542, where he was pastor of a church in that
town. \\ 'hi lst labouring in the ministry of the gospel in East Friesland,
he was invited into England by the worthy Thomas Cranmer, to assist in
the  uo rk  o l '  t he  Re lo rma t i on .

I I I .  LETTER TO A'LASCO, FROM THOMAS CRANMER. 1548.
"I am sorry that your coming to us has been prevented by the

unlooked-for intervention of some other engagement; for I have no
doubt but that I should easily have satisfied you as to your invitation, if
I had an opportunity of conversing with you on the subject. I wil l
converse with you by letter, and briefly explain in writ ing, what I should
perhaps have stated somewhat more copiously to you in person. We are
desirous of setting forth in our churches the true doctrine of God, and
have no wish to be shift ing and unstable, or to deal in ambiguities; but,
laying aside all carnal considerations, to transmit to posterity a true and
explicit form of doctrine agreeable to the rule of the sacred writ ings; so
that there may not only be set forth among all nations an i l lustrated
testimony respecting our doctrine, delivered by the grave authority of
learned and godly men, but that all posterity may have a pattern to
imitate. For the purpose of carrying this important design into
execution we have thought it necessary to have the assistance of learned
men, who, having compared their opinions together with us, may do
away with doctrinal controversies, and build up an entire system of true
doctrine. We have therefore invited both yourself and some other
learned men; and as they have come over to us u'ithout any reluctance,
so that we scarcely have to regret the absence of any of them, with the
exception of yourself and Melancthon, we earnestly request you, both
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to come yourself, and, if possible, to bring Melancthon w'ith you. I am
now sending a third letter to Melancthon, in which I exhort him to come
to us; and if your exhortation be added to my letter, I have no doubt but
that he wil l be persuaded to accept an invitation so often repeated. He
need not, I think, be under any fear of the attacks of enemies, or the
dangers of the journey, which, if they exist at all, are however far less
than where he now is. You may add, too, that by undergoing any
inconvenience for a short t ime he wil l procure to himself ease for many
years, and to the state, everlasting benefit. If I anticipated that his visit
to us would be either useless or unpleasant, no one would dissuade him
from it more earnestly than myself. But now, when I perceive that he
can in no wise act more advantageously either for himself or for the
state, than by coming over to us at this juncture, I am the more urgent
upon the subject, and exhort you to exert all your dil igence and
consideration to this one end, namely, to make our friend Phil ip, ours
in reality. I explained to you, a short t ime since, what wil l be the
situation of you both; but I so explained it, as desiring that you should
learn to be pleased with England from your own experience rather than
by my commendation of it. Farervell and happily.

Exceedingly desirous of your presence. T. Cantuar. London, July 4,
I  548.

"Miscellaneous Writings and Letters." Thomas Cranmer. Parker
Soc .  1846 .  pp .42 l -2

Latimer also made way for the reception of A'Lasco, and in a sermon
preached before Edward VL, made honourable mention of him. "l

would wish such men as he to be in the realm; for the realm should
prosper in receiving of them. 'Who receiveth you, receiveth Me', saith
Christ; and it should be for the king's honour to receive them and keep
them". "sermons of Latimer," p. 141 , Parker Soc, ed. An account of
A'Lasco may also be seen in honest John Strype's "Memorials of
Cranmer,"  vo l .  2 ,  1846 ed.

IV.  A 'LASCO'S COMING TO ENGLAND

On his arrival in England, A'Lasco spent six months in Lambeth
Palace, when he returned to Emden. But the spiritual needs of the
foreign Protestants in London led to negotiations, which ended in his
coming back, and founding the first church for the foreigners in the
metropolis of England. The exiles from the continent. by reason of
papal persecution, sought toleration, and such they found in England,
where they had privileges granted them by Edward Vl. They were
allowed their own form of worship independent of the church of
England, a most extraordinary concession at that period of history. The
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church of Austin Friars, London, was granted them, with the revenues
belonging to it for the subsistence of their ministers, who were either
expressly nominated, or at least approved, by the king. According to
this regulation, there were four ministers, and a superintendent; which
post was assigned to A'Lasco, who in the letters patent, is called a
person of i l lustrious birth, of singular probity, and great learning. The
Lord's Supper was administered to communicants seated, as at a table,
A'Lasco attaching much importance to this. The forms of worship were
plain and simple. The margins in his Book of Doctrine are crowded
uith careful scripture references. His appeal is "to the law and the
testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is
no l ight in them." Isaiah 8,20. "All christian truth has its fountain head
in the Divine Word. It separates into two great branches, the knowledge
of God in Jesus Christ, and the true knowledge of ourselves thereby.
Cod created man in His own image, and therefore good, though liable
to evil. In Adam we have all fallen, become infected with sin and
subject to death. There is no redemption for us except in Jesus Christ
the Eternal Son. Without Him, no one reaches the Father. Saving faith
is wrought in us by the Holy Ghost, whereby we lay hold on Him for
effectual deliverance. This l itt le book I offer, not only as a summary of
what we preach, but as a testimony of the faith of Jesus we have
received, and which I now submit, not merely to men's opinions (it is a
small matter to be judged of man's judgment), but to the approval of
the Supreme Judge of all".

V.  DEATH OF EDWARD VI

The death of that excellent prince, our English Josiah, gave a new
turn to public expectation, and for a time unhinged the establishment of
the Reformed faith. King Edward VI. was taken from theworld on the
sixth of July, 1533. The change of public measures and counsels was
soon written in blood. However, A'Lasco and other foreigners of the
Protestant faith, were suffered to depart or rather were sent away, upon
the accession of Queen Mary. A'Lasco embarked at Gravesend on the
seventeenth of September following, with one hundred and seventy-five
of his flock. These distressed exiles arrived on the coast of Denmark in
the beginning of a very severe winter, where they were treated in an
inhospitable and unchristian manner. After enduring much hardship,
they were received with kindness and hospitality at Emden.

VI .  RETURN TO POLAND

After an absence of twenty years, A'Lasco returned to his native
country; there, notwithstanding, the popish bishops and ecclesiastics
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did their utmost to drive him away; their efforts proved ineffectual,
through the favour of Sigismund, the king, who made use of his talents
in his most important affairs. In Poland, the harvest truly was
plenteous; but the labourers were few. The popish clergy obstructed
every attempt of a Reformation, and would have destroyed A'Lasco,
but for fear of consequences to themselves. They once attempted to
remove him from the king's confidence, and had the effrontery to
address his majesty upon the subject. But the king replied, "That he
had heard indeed, that the bishops had pronounced him a heretic; but
the senate of the kingdom had determined no such matter: that A'Lasco
was ready to prove himself untainted with heretical pravity, and sound
in the catholic faith."

When open attacks would not serve, they attempted, in the true spirit
of their profession, to destroy him by secret means. No lie, no calumny,
was too gross or bitter for circulation, if there was the least prospect of
its gaining belief among the multitude. They set it about, that he was a
trumpet of sedition, and would soon introduce civil war into the land.
But these artif ices, l ikewise, had no other effect, than to shew the
malice and wickedness of his enemies.

So writes J. A. Wylie, "He never lost sight of his native land; in all
his wanderings he cherished the hope of returning to it at a future day,
and aiding in the Reformation of the Church; and now (1555) he
dedicated to Sigismund, a new edition of an account he had formerly
published of the foreign churches in London of which he had acted as
superintendent. He took occasion at the same time to explain in full his
sentiments on the subject of Church Reformation. With great calmness
and dignity, but with great strength of argument, he maintained that the
Scriptures were the sole basis of Reformation; that neither from
tradition, however venerable, nor from custom, however long
established, were the doctrines of the Church's creed or the order of her
government to be deduced; that neither Councils nor Fathers could
infall ibly determine anything; that apostolic practice, as recorded in the
inspired canon-that is to say, the Word of God-alone possessed
authority in this matter, and was a sure guide.

The Reformation had essayed to crown her work in Poland, but she
was hindered, and the fabric remained unfinished: a melancholy
monument of the egregious error of letting slip those golden
opportunities that are given to nations, which 'they that are wise'
embrace, but they that are void of wisdom neglect, and bewail their
folly with floods of tears and torrents of blood in the centuries that
come after". "History of Protestantism," pp. 170-171. Vol. III.

Truly it can be said of A Lasco, "In journeyings often, in perils of
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils
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by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in
the sea,  in  per i ls  among fa lse brethren."  2 Cor.  I1 .26.

It pleased God to remove his servant out of this turbulent world on
8th January, 1560, and to bring him happily, "where the wicked cease
from troubling, and there the weary be at rest." Job 3,17. On his death-
bed, among his last treasured words were: "My Lord and my God."

Three things every Christian
should know

FREDERICK PEACOCK

The Rev. l. Peacock was at one time Minister of the
Circus Church. Portsmouth.

Our knowledge at the best is exceedingly l imited. There are many
things altogether beyond our comprehension. Knowledge has been
compared to a vast ocean of which the cleverest men can only
appropriate a few drops. As James reminds us we do not know "what

shall be on the morrow". We may know something about the past, but
we can know absolutely nothing about the future except what our Lord
is pleased to reveal to us. Our ignorance is palpable and humiliating. It
behoves us, therefore, to get as tight a grip as possible upon the few
things which we may and ought to know for our soul's comfort and
health. Amongst these are the three following:

L We know that we have passed from deqth unto life, becquse we love
the brethren. (l John 3:14.

A great spiritual transformation has been effected in every true
Christian. He was dead but is now alive. The Spirit of God has
quickened his soul. Death has given place to l ife. How does he know it?
Because he loves the brethren. This is one olthe strongest evidences we
possess of having passed from death to l ife. We love the people of God.
We find our hearts going out to Christians, whatever name they may
call themselves by or to whatever denomination they may happen to
belong. It is a supernatural grace proving that we have experienced a
supernatural birth. If we love the brethren we know (not "think" or
"hope") that we have passed from death to l if 'e.
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2. Ile know that He abideth in us. (l John 3:24)
This is a further confirmation. If we have passed from death to l ife,

God by His Spirit abides in our hearts. Solomon once asked ,,wil l God
indeed dwell on the earth?". The answer is "most assuredly". It is said
of Christians in 2 Cor. 6: l6 ' 'ye are the temple of the l iving God; as God
hath said, I wil l dwell in rhem, and walk in them, and I wil l be their
God, and they shall be my people". Every believer is a temple of which
God is both the owner and the occupier. Christians cannot afford to be
ignorant of so great a fact. They should know it. It is the secret of
power and holiness. We are not to be holy so that God may come to
dwell in us; He comes to dwell in us so that we may be holy.

3. We know that w,e shall be like Him. (I John 3:2).
This is not guess-work. It is not conjecture. We know that when the

Lord Jesus shall appear, we shall be l ike Him. The process begins now,
(2 Cor.3:18)  but  i t  wi l l  be per fect  then.  . ,For  our  conversat ion
(cit izenship) is in heaven, from whence also we look for the Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile body that it may be
fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the working
whereby He is able to subdue all things unto Himself" (phil. 3:20-21\.

May God graciousiy bring His people into the full assurance of these
three things. May He grant us, in this world, the knowledge of His
t ruth.

"Not this man,
but Barabbas"

W. J. McDOWELL

The man Barabbas comes into the Gospel narrative because ponttus
Pilate said to the Jewish mob: "Ye have a custom, that I should release
unto you one at the passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you
the King of the Jews? Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man,
but Barabbas" (John l8:39-40). Mark records: "pilate wil l ing to
content the people, released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus,
when he had scourged h im, to be cruc i f ied"  (Mark l5 :15) .

John calls Barabbas a robber. Mark and Luke say he was a rebel and
a murderer. Matthew describes him as a notable (notorious/NlV)
prisoner. He would know that each of his three crimes was punishable
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by death, and we can imagine him waiting day after day for the cruel

ordeal of crucifixion. Then to his amazement a warder enters the cell,

strikes off his chains, and tells him: "You are free". He must have been
greatly astonished at the sudden change in his circumstances. It is
possible that he joined the thousands of people who thronged the place

called Calvary. If so, he would see there two robbers, who may have

been his accomplices, suffering for their crimes. Between them he
would see the King of the Jews, hanging on a cross, and he may have

said to himself: "lf He were not there I would now be suffering the

awful agonies of crucifixion. He hangs there in my place". This was

true in the physical sense, although we do not know that Barabbas
became a Christian.

The Saviour's death and Barabbas's release is a true picture of the

central meaning of Christ's work on the cross. After the Resurrection
Peter accused the Jews of choosing a murderer instead of the Prince of
Life, call ing the Saviour "the Holy and Righteous One" (Acts 3:14-15).
Later he wrote: "Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the

unrighteous, to bring you to God" (l Peter 3:18)' Here is the doctrine
of substitution, the central, heart-warming truth of the Christian faith.

I

LAW-BREAKERS. Barabbas is an i l lustration of the class of people

for whom Christ died-law-breakers. The great majority of our fellow-
citizens are law-abiding so far as the law of the land is concerned, but
what about the Law of God? The minimum observance of human law
will suffice to make us decent cit izens, but the maximum observance of
Divine Law is demanded by Cod. We are warned: "Cursed is every one
that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law
to do them" (Gal. 3:10). We ought to keep all the laws of God, all the
time, with all our powers. We have not done so; l ike Barabbas we are
law-breakers.

He was a robber. "Will a man rob God?" asks the prophet Malachi.
His answer shows that it had been done. God is continually being
robbed of His authority when His commands are disobeyed, and of His
truth when His promises are doubted, and of His Godhood when we

dare to crit icise Him. We do not give Him the glory due to His Name.
Barabbas was a rebel. Every time that we confess our sins and

trespasses we acknowledge that we are rebels. We put ourselves in

God's place, and prefer our own wishes to His laws.
Barabbas was a murderer. "Ah, well," you may say, "surely we

cannot be accused of that". But we must remember that the Law of
God applies to our thoughts as well as to our words and deeds' We may
never l ift a hand to strike a neighbour, and yet be guilty of murder, for
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the apostle warns us: "Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer,' f i
John  3 :15 ) .

Barabbas was a prisoner. There is much controversy about free-
agency and freewill, but the words of the Saviour are very plain:
"Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin" (John g:34). and the
Apc.*le says: "Of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought
in bondage" (2 Peter 2:19). "We are all by nature in the position of
Barabbas" comments Bishop Ryle. "We are guilty, wicked, and worthy
of condemnation". And the declarations of the Gospel support this
indictment, as for example: "Christ died for the ungodly" and ,,While
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us".

I I .
WHAT A CHANGE! Christ dying in the place of Barabbas

(physically) also i l lustrates the tremendous change that the work of the
Saviour makes. Barabbas gained freedom because the Son of God was
nailed to the cross. He had life because the prince of l i fe was kil led; the
Saviour's execution procured his pardon. His deliverance was
unexpected and undeserved.

"For to supersede our condemnation" remarks John Calvin, ,. i t was
not sufficient for christ to suffer any kind of death; but to accomplish
our redemption that kind of death was to be chosen, by which, both
sustaining our condemnation and atoning for our sins, He might deliver
us from both. Had He been assassinated by robbers, or murdered in a
popular tumult, in such a death there would have been no appearance
of satisfaction. But when He is placed as a criminal before the
tribunal,-when He is accused and overpowered by the testimony of
witnesses, and by the mouth of the judge is condemned to die,-we
understand from these circumstances, that He sustained the character
of a malefactor". (Institutes l:458).

The Saviour was accused of some of the very things that Barabbas
had done. He was arrested as if He had been a robber (Luke 22:52), and
charged with sedition (Luke 23:2). He was put to death as a criminal,
and in the company of criminals. Yet pilate pronounced Him innocent,
although he delivered Him to be crucified. The innocent one suffered
as if He had been a criminal; the criminal walked about freelv as if he
had been innocen(

The story about our Lord's work on the cross can truly be called"good tidings of great joy"; the wonderful news that Christ died for
our  s ins.

I I I .
DID BARABBAS ENJOY THE CHANGE? We can imagine some
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unconverted sinner saying: "Oh, I see. I have to believe the historical
fact that some hundreds of years ago Christ died for my sins, and then I
am saved". This raises the problem: How can we so preach the Gospel
of grace that those who say they believe wil l not continue in sin? Some
people in Paul's day inquired: "Shall we continue in sin that grace may
abound?"

Let us return to Barabbas, and suppose that having obtained his
liberty through Christ taking his place on the Cross he returned to his
old companions, and to his former way of l i fe as a rebel, and robbed
and murdered as before. What would have happened to him? Most
likely he u'ould again have been captured, and then crucified. No lasting
benefit would have come to him from the Lord Jesus dying in his place.

The Apostle Paul reminded the Ephesian elders that he had testif ied
to them of the gospel of the grace of God, declaring "repentance

toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21-24).
These two, repentance and faith, can be distinguished, but must not be
divided. Prof. John Murray points out that "the faith that is unto
salvation is a penitent faith, and the repentance that.is unto l ife is a
believing repentance... Saving faith is permeated with repentance and
repentance is permeated with faith." (Redemption-Accomplished and
Applied, page 140).

The faith that turns to God is a faith that turns from idols. Our Lord
preached, saying; "Repent ye, and believe the gospel" (Mark l:15).
"Let us ask ourselves what we know of this repentance and faith", says
Bishop Ryle. "Have we felt our sins, and forsaken them? Have we laid
hold on Christ and believed? We may reach heaven without learning, or
riches, or health, or worldly greatness. But we shall never reach heaven
if we die impenitent and unbelieving. A new heart, and a lively faith in a
Redeemer are absolutely needful to salvation. May we never rest till we
know them by experience, and can call them our own!"

No news can suit a ruined race
But sovereign free, eternal grace;
No other Gospel can impart
Joy, peace and comfort to the heart.

The only Gospel we can own,
Sets Jesus Christ upon His throne;
Proclaims salvation full and free,
Obtained on Calvary's rugged tree.

Joseph I rons.  1825
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Praise
S. D. HAZLETT

(PSALM I t 3)

It is sad that in Christian society today there is hardly a more
misunderstood or maltreated aspect of our Faith than that important
one of praise. On the one extreme, believers offer words of psalms or
hymns in musical form to God Sabbath by Sabbath, year by year, and
seldom stop to think what they sing about, or mean what they say; at
the other extreme, others lay so much emphasis on either the musical
sound produced or the emotional feeling derived from the singing that
the Creator, to Whom the glory was intended to go, is easily
forgotten.

Regarding this psalm, C. H. Spurgeon has said it is "one of pure
praise, and contains but l i tt le which requires exposition; a warm heart
full of admiring adoration of the most High wil l best of all comprehend
this sacred hymn".

The subject of praise cannot be dealt with doctrinally in exactly the
same way as, say, the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, but it is much, much
more than just part of Sabbath worship (inlportant as that is) or
something Christians do when they feel good. Praise is a relationship
with God. The art and act and fact of praising God cannot be sung
about, spoken about, written about, philosophied, or even preached
about in tones powerful and meaningful enough to express in words
that inner well of the soul's delight that f inds its only fount in adoring
Cod. To praise God, we must know God; to know God, we must have
Cod; to have God, we must need God. That is a relationship.

The Psalm can be briefly looked at in five main points:-
I The exhortation to praise (l)

II The consistency of praise (2,3)
III The humility of praise (4-6)
IV The splendour of praise (7,8)
V The result of praise (9)

I The Exhortation to Proise (l)
Note, rather than there being just a helpful suggestion it is an implicit

command. See also Ps III:I l l2:l etc. Here is A. The source of the
exhortation. As in so many matters to do with Cod, praise is f irstly a
command to be obeyed, therefore not just a matter of whim accordins
to our self-assessed state of well beins. "Praise ve the Lord".
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B. The vessel of Praise. An elect people (Ps. 102:18) and "Praise, O ye
servants of the Lord." Organs cannot sing with hearts overwhelmed
with joy. Orchestras can sound good, but they do not convey the sense
of praise from sinful man to a holy God.

C. The object of praise "praise the name of the Lord." Phil. 2:10,11.

ll The Consistency of Praise (2,3)

A. From a specific time (2) eg, conversion, a particular realisation of
God's grace etc.

B. In all circumstances (3)
"The rising of the sun" could suggest youthful enthusiastic Christian

service and blessing, and "the going down of the same" could suggest
testings and trials and the painful reminder of old age or infirmity, yet
in all is God's name to be praised. See Phil. 4:4. Paul did not pen these
words from a plush-carpeted, air-ventilated office or study but from a
cramped, dirty, hot Roman cell, and perhaps at the other end of a
soldier's chain.

As Horatio Gates Spafford (1828-88) writes:
"When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows, l ike sea-bil lows roll,
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, i t is well with my soul."

And to quote Spurgeon again:-
"To sing in time of trouble is faith's glory. We need not wait t i l l  full
deliverance comes, but even while our foes surround us we may shout
the victory, for it is sure".

lIl The Humility of Prqise (4,6)

A Realises God's greatness (4)

B Acknowledges God's uniqueness (5)

C Recognises our need (6)

What a combination! This is praise, yet this is salvation. This is more
than singing a few words, this is a relationship with the Almighty One!

IY The Splendour of Praise (7,8)

A Elevution (7\

l. As a result of humility, or poverty of spirit "He raiseth up the
poor out of the dust".

2. As a result of realizing need. "And lifteth the needy out of the
dunghil l."

B. Royalty (8)
Praise is truly an elevator to the soul. As the Puritan Thomas Watson
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says, "Praising God is one of the highest and purest acts of religion. In
prayer we act like men; in praise we act like angels."

Y The Result of Praise (9)

A The providence of praise gives fulfilment; "He maketh the barren
woman to keep house." Praise fulfils the love of the sinner for His
Saviour. Creator. and Guide.
B The indwelling of praise gives joy. "And to be a joyful mother of
children". What joy the realization of a family can bring, and praise
can be the bridge between the stormy seas of trial and the pleasant
shores of joy. Michael Grant, the present pastor of Waterford Baptist
Church, Eire, once said "ln singing psalms, our joy becomes
sanctified".

In conclusion, having been exhorted to praise, and accepting our low
estate and His high splendour, what is left but to praise Him?

, .ASK WHAT I  SHALL GIVE THEE' '

And dost Thou say, "Ask what thou wilt"?
Lord, I would seize the golden hour;
I pray to be released from guilt,
And freed from sin and Satan's power.

More of Thy presence, Lord, impart,
More of Thine image let me bear;
Erect Thy throne within my heart,
And reign without a rival there.

Give me to read my pardon sealed,
And from Thy joy to draw my strength,
To have Thy boundless love revealed,
Its height, and depth, its breadth and length.

Grant these requests, I ask no more,
But to Thy care the rest resign;
Living or dying, rich or poor,
All shall be well if Thou art mine.

I  Kings 3:5

John Newton 1779
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A Tribute Overdue*
W. J.  PARKER

The Rev. W. J. Parker is one of our book reviewers. He was unti l his
retirement rector of Barnburgh, Yorkshire and now lives in Colwyn
Ba t .

The Christian world is deeply indebted to Dr. George Lawton for this
sympathetic biography of Augustus Montague Toplady. "Toplady", he
says, "had many admirers, but he had no Boswell". This of course can
partly be laid at his own door. For all that has been said against him, he
walked humbly with his God, and on his deathbed ordered the
destruction of his papers. We owe it to Dr Gifford l ibrarian of the
Brit ish Museum, and Dr John Ryland, the Baptist minister, that any
survived.

Our author's aim is to see Toplady and his work against the
background of his times; to endeavour to discover something of his
psychology, as well as his theology and literary gifts.

The volume delves into his ancestry, and schooldays at Westminster
School, where he was tutored by Dr Nicholls. He was a born student,
remarkably proficient in the classics. Poetic and spiritual gifts were
already in evidence before he proceeded to Trinity College Dublin, at
the age of only l5l There he delayed graduation ti l l  1760, when he was
barely aged 20; already a converted, calvinistic churchman. Already
too, he was the author of the successful "Poems on Sacred Subjects",
twenty seven of which quickly found their way into the well known
hymn books.

Returning to London, he l ived with his mother, and sought
ordination. Here he became an ardent follower of George Whitefield,
and numbered among his respected friends, Dr Gil l, the Baptist minister
of Southwark Chapel at the time, and Will iam Romaine, Lecturer at
both St George's, Hanover Square, and St Dunstan's in the West.
Toplady was eventually accepted, and ordained, though sti l l  under age,
and licensed as curate of Blaedon. Somerset.

LITERARY WORK
The story here told of his progress from the Mendips, through

Harpford and Venn Ottery in Devon, to Broad Hembury Vicarage, and
thence to residence in London is not the story of exciting adventure, but
of painstaking and eventually successful pastoral labour. Wherever he
went he gradually, slowly sometimes, gathered great congregations, and
saw great spiritual blessing. He also maintained a familiarity with the
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men and movements of the day. pursued always by i l l  health, he
frequently travelled to Bath or other centres for medical aid. as well as
for spiritual fellowship. These necessities finally drew him again to
London, and he was permitted to leave his parishes in the care of
suitable curates. The highlights of these parochial years had been the
publication of several major works, among them, ,,The Church of
England Vindicated from the Charge of Arminianism,,, occasioned by
the controversy over the expulsion of six students from St Edmund's
Hall in 1768; the translation of Jerome Zanchius' .,The Doctrine of
Absolute Predestination", and its pubiication; replies to various attacks
on him by John Wesley, Walter Sellon and others; the publication of his
magnum opus," Historic Proof of the Doctrinal Calvinism of the
Church of England"; and the "scheme of Christian and philosophical
Necessity Asserted". Dr Lawton outl ines each of these and concludes."lt would seem that no one has yet been able to push back the tidal
wave of evidence which beats through his Historic proof',.

The London years were marked by his fellowship with the Countess
of Huntingdon as an occasional supply, preaching in various London
churches and proprietory chapels, culminating in his ministry at Orange
Street Chapel, and also by his journalistic work as editor of the Gospel
Magazine. A number of sermons from this period are contained in his
collected works.

EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Dr Lawton gives a special chapter to the years of his editorship of the

Gospef Magazine, 1775 to 1777. The highlighrs of his editorship
included his biographical sketches of such outstanding Christians as
Isaac Watts, Lord Harrington and Elizabeth Rowe. His verse published
in the Magazine included "Rock of Ages"; and other contributions
came from the eminent Calvinists of the day, such as John Berridge,
Vicar of Everton, John Newton, the converted mariner and slave-
trader, then curate of Olney, and John Ryland, now pastor at
Northampton and later in Bristol. His cultural contributions included
essays on natural history, geography and history. He was the author of
a lengthy History of England which unhappily perished before
publication. The Magazine was also enlivened by the incisive wit and
satire occasioned by his controversy with Wesley. His burlesque was
largely directed at John Wesley alone who fiercely attacked the
Calvinism of Whitefield, and the clergy who remained loyal to the
teaching of the Articles of the Church. Toplady's instructed and acute
mind could not understand how Wesley could claim to be a loyal
churchman and yet contradict the church's teaching on the plan of
salvation enshrined in her formularies.
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TOPLADY'S DOCTRINAL POSITION

Toplady's own beliefs were made clear in his doctrinal and
devotional contributions to the Magazine. Dr Lawton quotes his
"Reflections on the Conversion of St. Matthew" which he credits as
"reasonable, perspicuous, dignified discourse": Effectual call ing is
expounded thus:

"God's elect as well as the rest, are by nature dead in sin and
alienateci from the love of Christ and heavenly things: nor is the human
will, though free enough to sin, free to spiritual good unti l the arm of
the Lord, or almighty power from on high, is revealed in the soul, and
regenerates it after the image of God. In the article of f irst conversion,
man is nothing, and grace does all". At the same time, Toplady insists
that God, in call ing and converting men, neither impels them as
machines, nor drags them blindfolded against their wil ls:

"The wil l continues free, or unforced, at the very time that grace is all
in all. Here is sovereign efficacy, without violence; and invincible energy
without compulsion. There is no force but that of love, and there needs
no other. The soul that has once had but a glimpse of.the ravishing
beauty and goodness of God, the infinite excellence of holiness, the
exceeding greatness of the Redeemer's kindness, and the fulness of his
merit, and the immense riches of the salvation procured by him; the
soul that once has tasted these, needs no compulsive force, in order to
love Him, who is the fountain of good, and to aspire after the good of
which He is the fountain. The transcendent power of the sacred Spirit,
by which His influence is made invincibly effectual to conversion, is no
more inconsistent with l iberty of wil l, (truly understood), than the
shining of the sun is inconsistent with the l iberty of seeing".

A special chapter is devoted to the three hymns, "Rock of Ages",
"When languor and disease invade", and "Deathless principle arise"
(in the P. M. Hymn Book it is "Deathless soul, arise, arise".).

TOPLADY AS A PREACHER

Few of the extant sermons came from his Orange Street ministry, but
the record of it is memorable: "Walter Row, the publisher who brought
out the first edition of Toplady's Collected Works, remembered being
taken to Toplady's first service at Orange Street on April l l , 1776.
From the outset the congregations were packed, and many people
apparently came in the morning, whosoever was the preacher, and stayed
in their places unti l Toplady's afternoon service. Row, in an account in
the Gospel Magazine of 1799, recalled that he "used to be at the chapel
door at nine o'clock every Sunday morning, well supplied with slices of
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bread and butter, for if he ventured out of the chapel he could not enter
again, so great was the multitude that pressed to hear Mr Toplady...At
one time he remembered seeing in that barn of a building, as it then
was, Sir Joshua Reynolds, David Garrick, Dr Robertson, and
Catherine Macauley. His superior talents attracted the higher orders, by
that 'lanly freedom and dignity of action and elocution which
commanded reverence and attention. He always spoke from the
immediate feelings of his heart, the sympathy of which reached the
hearts of his hearers. Nor were the lower orders less attracted; the poor
of God's flock hung, as it were, on his l ips, and many of them received
the word of God from his mouth with joy and gladness."

Toplady died in 1778 and was buried in the grave of Will iam Hussey
his friend and executor, under the gallery facing the pulpit of
Whitefield's Tabernacle in Tottenham Court Road.

Part II of Dr Lawton's book is entit led "Songs of a Calvinist". He
examines the hymns in three sections, the Teenage Verse, the Broad
Hembury Hymns, and the Mended Hymns of Orange Street.

The book closes with an appendix on 'Toplady's value to the
Lexicographer', an excellent chapter analysing Toplady's vocabulary,
and his proverbs, for those who have particular interest in historical
l inguistics. We should add that this volume is very suitable for inclusion
in l ibraries. Dr Lawton reminds us that Toplady was above all things a
Gospel preacher, whose advice to ministers was "open your trenches,
and ply the Gospel arti l lery". A reprint of some of his works would be
most useful.

*Within the Rock of Ages" The Life and Work of Augustus Montague
Toplady, by George Lawton. 249 pages, Hardback. Published by James
Clarke & Co.. Cambridee at f12.95.

CHRISTIAN CONFIDENCE

Though some of His ways
May seem past finding out;

The thought of His love,
Must exclude every doubt.

263
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MacKENZIE

A NEW COAT

When the colder weather comes, we go to the cupboard and look out
our winter coat again. Perhaps last year's winter coat is too short or too
tight for you this year, and you may need to get a new one.

In the Bible w'e read about a l itt le boy, Samuel who got a new coat
every year. Hannah, his mother, had been especially delighted when her
litt le boy Samuel was born. For many years she had no child and she
pral,ed long and earnestly for a baby. She made a promise to God, that
if she had a baby son, she would give him to the Lord to work in the
temple. Her prayer was answered and when young Samuel was old
enough, Hannah and her husband Elkanah took Samuel to the temple,
which was some miles from home. There he worked hard helping Eli the
priest with various duties. Each year Hannah would make the journey
from her home to the temple to visit Samuel and she brought for him a
new coat that she had made.

Another boy who had a special coat was Joseph. His father loved him
more than all his children and so gave him a present of a fine coat of
many colours. Joseph's brothers were jealous and when they had an
opportunity, they tore Joseph's lovely coat from him and threw him
into a pit. At f irst, their plan was to kil l  him but they changed their
minds and \A,ere content to sell Joseph as a slave to some passing
merchants. They took Joseph's coat, dipped it in the blood of a young
goat and carried it back to his father Jacob. When Jacob recognised the
coat that he had given Joseph, he immediately came to the conclusion
that his favourite son had been kil led by a wild beast. The brothers
meant harm to Joseph and supposed that they had seen the last of him,
but many years later Joseph was able to say to his brothers, "Ye

thought  ev i l  against  me but  God meant  i t  unto good. . . to  save much
people alive".

The very first gift of a coat was given by God to Adam and Eve. They
had sinned by eating the fruit that God had forbidden. Then they
realised that they were naked and they were ashamed. They tried to
make clothes to cover themselves with fig leaves. God made coats for
them from the skins of animals.

Samuel, Joseph and Adam would have been very pleased with therr
lovely coats. If you have a nice warm coat this winter you wil l be very
pleased with that too. But the Bible tells us a very much more important
coat which Cod the lovine father eives to his children. Those who love
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Jesus can say, "He has covered me with the robe of righteousness"
lsaiah 61, 10. Our sins make us "wretched and miserable and poor and
blind and naked" in God's sight. Like Adam we can try to cover
ourselves with a coat of our own making. For instance we can try to be
good or make a resolution to go to church every week. But we need this
special coat or robe of righteousness, which God has made, to cover our
sin and make us fit to appear in heaven with the Lord. we cannot see
this coat with our eyes but God uses this as a picture to help us to
understand that only by trusting in Jesus can we be counted as righteous
in  God ' s  s i gh r .

Josephs coat had many colours. The rvords missins from the
following verses are all colours.

2,

t
J .

l .  Though your sins be as ' '- they shall be as
l ike - -  they shal l  be as wool .  ( lsa iah l . l8) .
Neither shalt thou swear by the head, because thou canst not
make one hair -- or -.-. (Matthew 5.36).
And the soldiers plaited a crown of thorns and put it on his
head, and they put on him a --_- robe. (John 19.2).
Though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as the wings
of a dove covered with .- and her feathers with

(Psalm 68.13).
He maketh me to l ie down in pastures. (psalm 23.2).
Speak unto the children of Israel and bid them that they make
them fringes in the borders of their garments -_- and
that they put upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of

that ye may look upon it and remember all the
commandments of  the Lord.  (Numbers 15.38) .

4 .

5 .

6 .

SEVEN INDISPENSABLES

l. Without the shedding of blood is no remission
2. Without faith it is impossible to please God
3. Without works faith is dead
4. Without holiness no man shall see the Lord
5. Without love we are nothing
6. Without chastisement ye are not sons
7. Without Me ye can do nothing

Heb.9:22
H e b .  I  l : 6

Jas .2 :26
H e b .  l 2 : 1 4
I  Co r .  l 3 :2
Heb .  l 2 :8
John  l 5 :5
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The Message of
the Tabernacle. (1).

A. V. McCANDLISH
Exod 25;8,9.

The Rev. A. V. McCandlish was until his retirement the minister of
Millbridge Evangelical Church, Minehead. We are grateful to him for a
further series of articles.

From Exodus 25 to chapter 40, we read of the details of the
tabernacle, and its furnishings. There are only three chapters that do
not deal uith this theme. Great attention is given to every detail. The
layout, the materials used, the sizes, the recipes for the incense, and the
anointing oil, the men who should act as priests, and the garments they
must wear. Why is all this recorded so faithfully in our Bibles? We read
that, "whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might
have hope." Rom. l5:4. What did God intend us, and Israel to learn
from all this? I know that it contains some very wonderful
foreshadowing of Christ; but this would not be understood by those
who lived before Christ came in the flesh. I believe that in all this layout
of the tabernacle, and the services, and sacrif ices, we have God's visual
aids, whereby He designed to teach Israel, and us, certain fundamental
lessons about God, and about worship.

Let us take a look at the layout of this tabernacle. It was a tent, and
was pitched in the very centre of Israel's camp. lt was recognised as
Cod's tent, and spoke visibly to Israel of the place that God should
occupy in reiation to His people. He must be at the very heart, and
centre of their l ives. There was a fence all round it of l inen curtains,
which were supported by wooden posts, covered with a thin coating of
brass. Now although the tent was in the centre of a very large camp
there was only one gate on the East side. This gate was a curtain of blue,
purple, and scarlet. Just inside the gate there stood the altar of burnt
offering, and a little further on stood the laver. This was a great brass
bowl containing water. Beyond this laver stood the tent itself. Again we
notice there was only one door, and again it was a hanging of blue,
purple, and scarlet. Only the priests were allowed to enter this tent, and
they entered an appartment thirty feet by fifteen feet. It was lit by seven
burning lamps, which were set in a beautiful lampstand which was of
solid gold. Opposite to it was the table of Shewbread, and opposite the
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door was the golden altar on which the priests burned incense. Behind
this altar was the veil, a curtain of blue, purple, and scarlet, which
stretched right across from one side of the tent to the other, and hung
from the roof to the ground. This veil was always drawn, no-one could
see beyond it, and normally no-one was allowed to enter. Inside was the
ark of the covenant, and above it was the Shekinah glory. Now what did
God intend ro reach by this layout?

L There is only one wa), to come to God.
Those who come could only come in b1, that one gate, there was no

other way in. If a priest came to burn incense, he musi enter by that one
gate, and by the one door into the holy place. All through the hundreds
of years from the time of Moses to the destruction of ihe temple, this
was the lesson plainly set before Israel. There is only one way to tome to
God, to come into His presence, or to get to know God. when the Lord
Jesus came He stated it very plainly in the words, ,,I am the way, the
truth, and the l ife, no man cometh unto the Father but by Ve;. ln.
l4:6' Again He said, "I am the door, by Me if any man entei in he shail
be saved' and shall go in and out, and find pasture". Jn. l0;9. This tnen
is the lesson God sets before us" Men teach differently, they say that
there are many ways to God, just as there are many paths to the top of a
mountain. They tell us that the Moslems, and Budhists, and Hindus,
and confucionists, all come by their own ways to God. The Bible insists
that there is only one way; all other ways lead away from God. Jesus
said, "No man knoweth the Father save the Son, and he to whomsoever
the Son wil l reveal Him." Mat. l l :27, and again we read, ,,No man
hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom
of the Father, He hath declared Him". Jn. l: lg. Very possibly there is a
hint of this in the colours of the hangings for the gaie, and the door.
Blue is the colour of heaven, and suggests that He who alone can bring
men to God must Himself come from heaven. purple is recognised as
the colour of royalty, He must be Cod's Messiah, the King 6f kingr.
Scarlet surely is the colour of blood. He could only bring -..t in to God
through shedding His own blood for them. Let ur-neueifo.get, it is sti l l
true for us that we can only draw near to God through our Lord and
Saviour  Jesus Chr is t .

2. All must come by way 61 the Altar.
Every time anyone came to the tabernacle to offer worship, this altar

was the first 16;nt he saw when he entered the gate. He saw this brazen
altar, and the fire was always burning there. Ae saw the animals that
were slain there, and offered to God as a sacrif ice for sin. He saw the
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ground soaked with their blood, for it was always poured out at the
foot of the altar. It was not a pleasant sight, it was terrible. What did it
mean? I believe it was God's visual aid to teach Israel. and us two
th ings.

(a) That God's anger always burns against sin. God will never
tolerate sin in His presence. It must always be judged, and "the wages
of sin is death." Rom 6;23. Again," Thou art not a God that hath
pleasure in  wickedness,  nei ther  shal l  ev i l  dwel l  wi th Thee."  Ps.  5;4.  The
fire on the altar and the blood which soaked the ground round it,
testif ied plainly that Cod's anger always burns against sin.

(b) Thqt qltar also tought Israel that God had appointed a way by
which man could draw near to Him.It could only be by way of a God
appointed sacrif ice. Nothing was ever offered upon that altar except it
was commandcd b""" Cod. Men were not allowed to offer anything that
they themselves chose. This u'as the error of Cain. He chose to offer of
the fruit of the ground, and God refused it. Abel brought of the
firstl ings of his flock, and Cod accepted it. God gave very definite
commands declaring what sacrif ices should be offered on that altar. All
through the centuries the message of the altar was clear to all. Men
could only draw near to God by way of a God appointed sacrif ice.
When Jesus was introduced by his forerunner it was in these words,
"Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world". Jn.
l;29. After His death we read, "Christ also hath once suffered for sins,
the just  for  the unjust ,  that  He might  br ing us to God".  I  Pet .  3 ;18.
Again we read, "Having therefore brethren boldness to enter into the
holiest by the blood of Jesus,-let us draw near". Heb. 10;19-22. This
was the message of the altar; there is only one way to enter into God's
presence, it is on the ground of the sacrif ice of our Lord Jesus on the
cross of Calvary.

3. All must come by w,ay oJ the lsver.

No-one could ever enter the holy place, except he first washed his
hands and feet at the laver. Every time a priest came to trim the lamps,
or to burn incense, he must f irst wash at the laver. The lesson was very
plain for all to see; all who would come into the presence of God, even
to do Him service must f irst be made clean. The Psalmist said, "Who

shall ascend into the hil l  of the Lord or who shall stand in His holy
place? He that hath clean hands and a pure heart". Ps. 24;3,4. See how
God insists, "Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your
doings from before Mine eyes". lsa. 1;16. No ceremonial r, l,ashing could
make men clean; God called for a pure heart. He alone could give such
a cleansing, hence the promise, "Then wil l I sprinkle clean water upon
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y'ou, and ye shall be clean, from all your fi l thiness, and from all your
idols  wi l l  I  c leanse you.  A neu'hear t  a lso wi l l  I  g ive you' , .  Ezek.
36;25,26. This is the promise of a new birth; so paul says, ,,Not by
rvorks of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
hath He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost". Tit. 3:5. Did not our Lord say to Nicodemus," Eicept a
man be born of water, even of the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kinedom
of Cod".  Jn 3;5 Ampl .  The new bi r th is  the washing of  regener i t ion.
This is the message of the laver. we need to remember our need of
cleansing when we seek to enter the presence of God.

Here then is the first lesson set visibly before Israel in the Tabernacle.
l. There is only one way to come to Cocl.
2. We can only come into God's presence by way of the God

appointed sacrif ice.
3. All who come to God must first be washed and made clean.

. .GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY' '

Joy to the world! the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns!
Let men their songs employ,

While fields and floods, rocks, hil ls, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love.

-lsaac Watts
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Heaven-sent Leisure
H. J.  W. LEGERTON

(VICE PRESIDENT OF THE
LORD'S DAY OBSERVANCE SOCIETY)

Murk 6:31. "And He said unto them, Come ye yourselves
apart...qnd rest awhile; for there were many coming and going,
and thev had no leisure..."

The L.ord's disciples were full of zeal for His service, so much so that
they overlooked their orvn basic needs. With His ever loving concern for
His dear ones. the Lord Jesus called their attention to this and bade
them "Come apart" and "rest a while". Like so many of us today, they
led busy l ives; there were many "coming and going" with the result that
"they had no leisure".

Leisure forms an important part of modern l ife. A "five-day week"
is enjoyed by many and sti l l  there is a craving for yet more leisure.
Someone has said that, if the general trend in this respect continues, we
may soon have a "five-day week-end". So large does the subject f igure
that an English professor has written a thesis on "The Problem of
Leisure". It is one thing to have more and more leisure, and quite

another to know how best to use it. It is not my purpose to deal with the
general subject, but rather to call attention to the divinely instituted
fundamental leisure.

The Creator, having made man and woman, breathed into them the
breath of l i fe and then provided for them those things that would meet
their bodily, mental and spiritual needs, which needs sti l l  call for
attention.

Genesis, chapter 2 verses l-3, not only record that, following the
work of creation, God ceased from that work on the seventh day, but
that He blessed and sanctif ied that day, that is, He appointed the
principle of one day's rest out of the seven days of the lveek. Thus we
have the record of the first provision of "leisure", all the more
important because of its divine origin. The 7th Earl of Shaftesbury
declared: "The longer I live the more I reverence and adore the
benevolent wisdom of God which has set apart one day in seven for His
service and man's refreshment".

Let us look at four main purposes of this heaven-sent leisure.

First, CESSATION. To cease from everyday labour one day each
week is essential for physical well being and the preservation of health.
Dr. Haegler, of Basle, stated "each day is marked by a gradual fail ing
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of the nervous energy of the worker, with a return to normal conditions
after the Sunday rest", and he is by no means alone in the medicai
profession to underline the basic necessity of such rest. The writer
Addison puts it another way: "sunday clears away the rust of the whole
week": we all know what devastation rust can cause ro an automobile
unless it is dealt with, so wil l the human body suffer unless this weekly
respite is observed. we ignore this purpose of Sunday leisure at our
peril.

Second, CONCENTRATIOI\. The ,,comings and goings" of
modern l ife all too often mean rhar, in the rush and noise of the daily
round, our focus is l imited to material things which, though necessary
in time, are of no value for eternity. The Apostie John tells us
(Revelat ion l :10)  that  he was " in  the Spir i t  on the Lord 's  Day' ,  he used
the first day of the week to concentrate upon spiritual values, which is
another of the great purposes for which God gave the Sabbath.
Matthew Arnold lamented:

"What shelter to grow ripe is ours?
What leisure to grow wise?
Too fast we live, too rnuch are tired
Too harass'd to attain
Wordsworth's sweet calm, or Goethe's wide
And luminous view to gain".

Of course what we need is more than Wordsworth or Goethe; we
desperately need "the peace of God which passeth all understanding"
hence He says: "Be sti l l  and know that I am God". Thus one day in
seven we have the inestimable benefit of concentrating upon our
Saviour, the fairest among ten thousand.

Third, CONSECRATIOIY. We must nor overlook the facr that God
has commanded that we "Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it
HOLY". "Holy" means "set apart"; ,,separated"; ,,consecrated to
God". The Day-though given for man's benefit-belongs to Cod
("the sabbath of the Lord thy God"; "the son of Man is Lord of the
sabbath") and, as such, should be devoted to His worship and service.
Shall we take the gifts and ignore the Giver? Shall we use the Day for
our own purposes and leave out of its hallowed hours the Heavenlv
Father who instituted it for His Glory?

A Church of England report stated; ,,In these days of hurry and
overstrain no greater boon could be conferred on the community than
the recovery of its quiet Sunday to be a day of worship that shall infuse
the spirit of worship into the whole of l i fe and its every activity". If the
first day of every week is consecrated to cod, the davs that follor,r, wil l
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experience something of that holiness which wil l make life all the
sweeter.

F'ourth, COIVSIDERATIOI\. Speaking to His people Israel
concerning the Sabbath, He reminded them that this great institution
was not only for the individual but also for the family "thy son, thy

daughter" and for others who serve them "that thy manservant and
thy maidservant  may rest  as wel l  as thou" (Deut .  5:14)  One of  the
prevai l ing s ins of  our  t ime is  se l f ishness;  " I 'm a l r ight ,  Jack,"  "Am I  my
brothers keeper?". Do we value our Sunday freedom, do we claim the
right to do as we like on our free day? Listen to the Apostle on this

subject (Galatians 5:13) "...ye have been called unto l iberty; only use
not l iberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another".
There are certain works of necessity and mercy (public services,
hospitals, etc.) that must be performed every day, but do, let us abstain
from those activit ies on the Lord's Day which wil l involve others in

unnecessary labour and cause them to lose their Sunday, which they
may value quite as much as we do. The Sabbath Day can be a
marvellous antidote to the selfishness to which we are all so prone.

There is much truth in the saying that we never miss anything unti l
we've lost it. If we continue careless about the manner in which we

spend Sunday and if the Day goes on being exploited by commercial
interests, we shall wake up one day to find it gone, lost.for ever, to our
own incalculable loss.

Have you ever tried to visualise what it would be l ike if we had no

Sabbath, if there were no specific day set apart so that, as families, as

communities, we had no break, no respite from noise and bustle, "no

shelter to grow ripe, no leisure to grow wise", no gathering together in

fellowship, no longer able to sing, as Isaac Watts, "How pleased and
blessed was I, to hear the people cry, Come let us seek our God today"?
Beecher puts it in this tell ing manner:

"A world without a Sabbath would be l ike a man without
a smile, l ike a summer without f lowers, and like a
homestead without a garden. It is the joyous day
of the whole week"

Despite all the encroachments which have been made upon the sacred
ground of the sabbath, all the infi l trations of secularism we have our
lovely inheritance in a measure. Let us then defend, nourish, preserve'

and use rightly this precious treasure, and hand it down to our children
as we received it from our fathers.

"Come ye yourselves apart and rest awhile"
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Unwilling and Unable
S. MALCOLNI JONES

Mark 5: I-20

The story of the Gadarene denoniac is I 'or a number of reasons a
very important passage of scripture for this day and age. It is a timely
reminder of  the real i ty  of  the spi r i t  wor ld.  This is  a sober t ruth,
sometimes overlooked and often explained away in a scientif ic age.
There are abroad today evil powers such as spirit ism, black magic and
the occult. We need to acknowledge this, and endeavour to stay as far
avvay from them as we possibly can. The passage also portrays the
sovereignty and Lordship of Jesus Christ. He is Lord in every realm.
Before His word, devils f,ear and fly. The story as a whole also
il lustrates for us the power of the gospel to set man free from the
slavedom of  satan and s in.

To these gospel principles as outl ined here I want now to turn; f irstly,
let us consider 'The Sinful Condition'-then view, 'The Sovereign
Christ' and finally conclude with the glorious benefit of 'The Sure
Cure.' Our prayer is that God the Spirit wil l minister these truths to us
as we consider them.

The Sinful Condition

This man was in the grip of a dark power, from which he could not
free himself. Neither could any other man free him. Yv 2-4. But this is
the sad plight of e,u'ery soul that is outside of Christ. The apostle John
reminds us that  ' the whole wor ld l ies in  the wicked one. '  I  John 5:19.  He
also tells us that the soul which habitually goes on sinning is the one that
is  under satanic dominion.  I  John 3:8.

In other words, the sinner is a hostage to satan and sin. As you read
these things, let me ask you 'have you ever thought of your l i fe l ike
this?' For this is your true condition by nature. Now nothing human or
man-made can solve this deep seated problem. v'. 4b. What a wonderful
thing education is! How enjoyable the best things in culture are. The
social benefits available to us make life so much easier. But none of
these things has made society one bit better; social evils sti l l  abound
among every age group and class today. The human heart is totally
unable to deal with its basic problem rn'hich is sin. There is also in the
sinner a definite unwill ingness when confronted with Jesus Christ. The
man in the story showed it clearly in the words he spoke to Jesus in v 7.
'Wha t  have  I  t o  do  w i th  t hee ,  Jesus . . . ? 'Ma t thew Poo le ,  a  good
commentator ,  sa id about  these words,  ' th is  is  a phrase made use of
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when men had no desire to be troubled with the company of others'.
There is' in the sinner a wilful rebell ion to Christ and his gospel. The
only lyrics that the natural heart is capable of singing are described for
us by Jesus in  Luke 19:14. ' . . .we wi l l  not  have th is  man to re ign over
us.' The sinful condition is unable and unwill ing to do anything to
change its lost estate.

The Sovereign Christ.

The Christ of the gospel is the Sovereign Lord Who rules in every
realm. When he speaks the elements obey, at His word devils fear and
fly. This story makes it plain that the dark world of demons
acknowledges his deity and power. Listen again to the cry of v 7 'What

have I to do with thee, Jesus, Son of the most high God?' The phrase,
'Son of the most high God' is a regular t it le used to describe God
himself . Christ also demonstrates his sovereignty and power in verses 8
and 13. 'Come out of the man'-Jesus gave them leave-the unclean
spirits went. Now the death of Christ at Calvary is the supreme
demonstration of his power and sovereignty over darkness and sin. In
Col .  2 :15 we read,  ' . . .having spoi led pr inc ipal i t ies and powers,  He
made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. '  To the
Galatians, Paul wrote 'Who gave Himself for our sins that He might
deliver us from this present evil world.' Gal. l:4. The gospel, the word
of his cross is sti l l  a l iberating word. In the preaching of the cross,
Christ sti l l  saves all who believe.

The Sure Cure

The transformation of this man can be appreciated in measure when
you compare and contrast certain statements in the story. Verse 3 "no

man could bind him, no, not with chains"-verse 4 "neither could any
man tame him"-verse 15, "clothed and in his right mind, sitt ing at the
feet of Jesus'. For me the classic description of this transformation is
found  i n  2Cor .5 :17 ' . . . i f  any  man  be  i n  Ch r i s t ,  he  i s  a  new c rea t i on ;
old things are passed away; behold, all things become new'. Souls
delivered by grace through faith have a new standing before Cod, they
enjoy forgiveness of sin, they rejoice in l i fe eternal. All their attitudes,
outlooks, desires and delights are l ikewise new. Even a new song is in
their mouth, a song of praise, with a new appreciation and zeal they
s ing : -

Praise,  my soul ,  the King of  Heaven.
To His feet ,  thy t r ibute br ing;
Ransomed, healed,  restored,  forg iven,
Who l ike thee,  His Praise should s ing?
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Fulness of Joy
A. V.  McCANDLISH

'These things write we unto you, that your joy might be full.'
l  J o h n  l : 4

How often have we read these words and failed to grasp their
meaning. What is meant by joy that is full? Surely if words mean
anything at ali they speak of a joy that is complete, or perfect. If i t is
complete then nothing can be added to increase it, i t is perfect. Have
you ever met anyone who has such joy? I have heard many people talk
about it, and have met many Christians who have joy; but I cannot say
I ever met anyone who gave me the impression that he had such joy that
nothing more could possibly be added to increase it.

Let us enquire what is the nature of this joy? John had only written
three verses when he continues with these words: 'These things write we
unto you, that your joy might be full. '  What had he written? He had
written about the Lord Jesus, who was from the beginning, and how he,
and the other disciples had fellowship with him. Then he continued,
'that which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto
you, that your joy might be full ' . All who truly believe on the Lord
Jesus have received eternal l i fe, and this is fellowship with the Father
and the Son. Jn. 17; 3. They all have some joy; but none appear to have
this fulness of joy. This fulness of joy is perfect, uninterrupted
fellowship with God; and this is the joy we shall have in heaven. ' ln his
presence is fulness of joy; and at thy right hand there are pleasures for
evermore. 'Ps.  16:11.  Our t rouble now is  that  so of ten our  fe l lowship
with the Lord Jesus is broken by sin; or we become absorbed by the
things of the world; pleasures, business, home, family, sickness,
bereavement etc.

Fulness of joy wil l certainly be our portion in heaven; but we do well
to remember its nature. Our joy now should be in our fellowship with
the Father and the Son. These times of fellowship wil l be as 'days of
heaven upon earth'. Such days wil l be multiplied as we learn to walk
with God day by day; and as we share every experience that comes to us
with God; and to submit each circumstance to him, whether of pain or
sorrow, and draw from him all the grace we need, and seek only his
g lory.  'Rejo ice in  the Lord a lways:  and again I  say,  re jo ice. 'Phi l  4 :4.
May Thy joy be our portion. Amen.
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Mrs. Constance Handford
The death occurred on June 16th of Mrs. Handford after a long

il lness. She was the greatly loved wife of the present editor of the Gospel
Magazine, the Rev. Maurice Handford, Minister of Trinity Episcopal
Chaoel, Buxton.

Mrs. Handford was well known in Buxton and had a l ife-long
connection with Trinity Church. It was there she met her partner in l i fe
when as a divinity student he came to Trinity to preach. She thought it a
great privilege to preside over the parsonage and it is sad that she was
not spared to see the completion of 25 years service this December DV.
However the Lord had prepared some better things for her and has
taken her to Himself.

Her long and severe illness was patiently borne without complaint
and now as the Prayer Book so beautifully puts it she has been
"delivered from the burden of the flesh and is in joy and felicity".

The funeral was a moving and uplifting service, the church being
filled to capacity. The lesson was read by the Rev. Gordon Hill secretary
of the Trustees of the Gospel Magazine. This was very fitt ing as Mrs.
Handford had done a great deal in connection with the magazine in
correcting proofs and in other ways.

Mrs. Handford had a great love of children and was active in Sunday
School and youth work from her 'teens unti l the onset of her last i l lness.
She had a great love of music and possessed a fine soprano voice. Both
as a soloist and chorister she contributed much to the musical side of the
worship at Trinity. She was also for many years the leader of the
Women's Fellowship.

Much of what she did however was done behind the scenes and for
this she never sought publiciry or recognition, endeavouring to do all to
the glory of God. She will be greatly missed by the congregation and her
many other friends and our love and deep sympathy are extended to
Maurice in this time of sorrow.

R . J . L . S .

Those blessings are sweetest that are
thanks .

won with prayers and worn with
Thomas Goodwin
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BOOK REVIEWS
Pop Goes The Gospeli John Blanchard with peter Anderson & Derek
Cleave, Evangelical Press l56pp; f 1.95.

christian rock bands and roadshows have been with us for years; but
hou'scr iptura l  are they and have they 'been ef fect ive? ' ,pop Goes The
Gospel" sets out to tell us, and is packed wirh useful information anci
qllotations from the world of rock, it is very informative, but be
warned; the first f ive chapters make unpleasant reading-there are
many unsavoury quotations from leading international rock stars anci
groups and some descriptions of their promiscuous and pagan lifestyles.
If you find these nauseating move on into the last f ive chapters wirich
deal  more wi th 'Chr is t ian '  rock music.  The authors of  th is  book
obviously want to bring us back to scripture ancl into submission to the
authority of scripture in relat.ion to methods of evangelism. They point
out that there is not one instance in the whole of Scripture where music
is used in evangelism and they call for the abandonment of
entertainment evangelism The arguments are put forward in a gracious
way. This book should get into the hands of those who have used
christian rock bands in missions, churches ancl youth groups; it may'
prove a real challenge to them if they read it thoughtfully and
prayerfully. This is an important book and most relevant for the tirnes
in which we l ive.

D . K . C .

flen 9f the Burning Heart. (;. N. M. Coil ins, l60pp. f,3. paperback.
Knox Press.

once again Professor Coll ins has put the Christian public in his debt
by the publication of this small but very worthwhile book. Here are l7
biographical sketches of such renowned figures as Richard Baxter. John
Newton, wil l iam wilberforce along with several Scottish worthies
amongst them Thr:mas Hog and Thomas Haiyburion.

we were privileged to include the chapter on Alerander Macleod o1'
Uig in the September 1982 issue of the Gospel Masazine.

\ \ 'e  cannor do ber ter  rhan quore f rom rhe rnt rod-ucr ion ro the book:"The men who appear in the following pages differed in many respects;
in background, in outlook, in temperament; in social and academic
standing. But they were all pilgrims of the Emmaus Road; men whose
hearts had burned within rhem as the risen Christ talked with them by
the way and opened to them the Scriptures; men who felt the urge to
return and te l l  o thers 'what  th ings were done in the way" ' .

We warmly commend the book to our  readers.  M.H.
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Awake-to Watchtower Danger; Jean Feast; 24pp. with six i l lus.

Great Jo-v* Pubns. Belfast; 50P.

This is the warning story of a woman, who, after a nervous

breakdou'n, escaped from a ten-years' involvement with Jehovah's
\\I itnesses. She became a wil l ing slave, attending group meetings
(several a week), Watchtower study, Ministry school, Door-to-door
work, besides Sunday two-hour sessions.

She describes the build-up to her nervous breakdown, and her
growing doubts about the teachings she was sponsoring. Eventually a

imall incident triggered off the i l lness that was to last several months.

Restored to a measure of health, Jean Feast was able to tell her
,,Overseer" that she could no longer continue on a treadmill and that

she could not now accept the "Watchtower" teachings.
It is good to report that she has now joined an Evangelical Church,

and attends its midweek Bible Study meetings.
C . C . J . B .

The Protestant Martyrs of Cambridge; Rev' A. G. Ashdown; l lpp.

with several pen drawings. Protestant Alliance; N.p.

The Secretary of the Protestant All iance tells the stories of the Ely

martyrs, two of whom were burnt at the stake at Ely on the day that

witnessed the martyrdom of Latimer and Ridley, October l6th' 1555'

Many interesting and litt le-known facts are brought out in these pages'

In ciosing his account the author quotes the ever-apposite words of

Canon Melville: "Make peace with Popery, if you will; receive it into

your Senate; shrine it in your churches; plant it in your hearts. But be ye

certain, as certain as that there is a heaven above you and a God over

you, that the Popery thus honoured and embraced is the very Popery

ihut *at loathed and degraded by the holiest of your fathers: the same

in haughtiness, the same in intolerance'.."
C . C . J . B .

"God Transcendent" J. Gresham Machen. Banner of Truth. Pp 206.

f2.45.
This book is a collection of twenty of the author's addresses. The

Introduction by N. B. Stonehouse outl ines the author's career as
professor of Theology first at Princeton, then at westminster

Seminary. He was a great upholder of biblical truth against the errors of

l iberal theology, not so much by denunciation as by sound and learned

exoositions of fundamental truths. His 'great work' was on the Virgin
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Birth of our Lord, a book that steadied the faith of generations ofstudents worldwide, earlier this centurv.
Every one of these chapters is a forthrighr statement of some point ofthe Cospel. What a range of exposirion iiirt n few tittes u..,';,1" un,,scorn of Idolatry", "Sin's wages and God's Gift',, ,,The sioth;r,ooain Christ", "The Claims of Love',, ,,The Living Suuio*i,,",llf,i-ir, or.Redeemer", "The Doctrine of the Atonement',, ,,The Active Obedienceof Christ". These ratter three give clear teaching, much n..a.Jio-ouv,on the scripturar meaning of the Atone-.nt u, both reconciliation andsatisfaction. Christ's obedience on our beharf, as our couenani g.aa,was borh a death for our sin, and a life of .igt,t.orrn.r, i;;;;l i, "r.cod's gift of erernal rife ro believers fulfils Hi, pu.por. "i 'u.i"eirg u,ro a higher position for eternity than that enjoyed by Adam under theold covenant of works. I can give only one quote from a book fulr ofwarmth and grace; ,,When youiont",nplate the..o* oiCtoirr,' io rousay merely, with modern theorists, ' ivhut u noble exampre'of serf-sac'rifice;-I am going ro atrain favour wirh God uv ru..ii i. in!Lir.rr u,well as He'. Or do you say with the Bible, ,He loved ,.- unJ guu.Himself for me; He took my place; g. Uor. my curse; He bought mervith His own most precious- blood'. Ttrat is the most momentousquestion that can come to any human soul',.

w . J . P .

Memoirs of the Westminster Divines. James Reid, 390pp. f7.95.Banner of Truth Trusr.

This is a reprint of two volumes, the first published in lgll and thesecond in lgr5. The westminster Aisembly was calred by parriament in1643 and produced some of the most influential documents of thereformed churches. It was responsible 
- 

amongst things for thewestminster confession of raiih and the Longer and Sho.erCatechisms.
"As far as I am able to judge,', wrote Richard Baxter, ,,the Christianworld, since the days of'the- Apostles, t ua n.u.. a synod of moreexcellent divines than this". Amongst ihe aivines were ThomasGoodwin' Samuel Rutherford, etexaniei Henderson, ceorge Gillespieand John Lightfoot the outstanding Hebrew scholar.
This book contains a.mine or inrJrmaiion; i, i, as the cover states ..a

unique work because it is many biographies in one"-in ra.t luri o-u.. uhundred. The repubrishing of ihe M.*;; *ltt n.'"., u n..J il;; ';"yreminding us of the grearness of our heritage. 
; "
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"Looking for the Answer" John Benton, 93 pp' pb., Evangelical

Press.  f1 .95.

.A useful l i tt le book to hand to unbelievers or even doubting

Christians. Benton begins by answering the question, Has Christianity
,,a basis in fact?" Atheistic philosophy finds itself in a "terrible cul-de-

sac"; "Life holds out nothing but a meaningless confusing absurdity";
"The God of the Bible makes sense of l i fe". I{e then deals with man

and his fallen state, with the relevancy of the cross: "...besides being the

great indicator of the real temperature of man's rebell ion against God,

the cross also records for us the fervency of God's love for man"' He

discusses suffering and death, bringing christ's resurrection as the great

answer-,, it assures us of God's final solution to suffering...Eternal

t_ife is real. Heaven is real." The reality of our Faith is seen in the fact
"that on the cross Jesus did everything necesssry to put us right with

God...Faith is simply trusting Christ to bting you to God". The book

concludes with an account of one who sought the Truth from a variety

of ideas unti l God brought him to Christ, largely using the testimony of

Bishop Kivengere of Uganda. As the publishers say on the cover, the

book is ,,an honest and straightforward presentation of the Christian

faith ".
H . J . W . L .

"What in the World is a Christian?" John Blanchard, Evangelical

Press,  pb. ,  l7 l  pP.  f2.95.

This is a second edition, which fact shows the book already to have

been of value to many. It is valuable in that it analyses the being of a

Christian under nine and more Scripture symbols (son, saint, sheep,

stone. soldier, etc.)-and nothing can better Bible pictures. Blanchard

has a remarkable store of apt sayings and il lustrations which he uses to

good effect. He says in his lntroduction that "many christians are

Ipiritually impoverished" because of "their failure to understand and

airpre.iat their spiritual identity". A prayerful reading of this book wil l

tr-eip remedy this all-too-common malady. His sections on "The

l,tystery, the Miracle and the Mark of being a son of God" are

particuiarly fundamental and clearly expressed. Blanchard is both'scriptural 
and reasonable; for example he declares "it is the devil 's l ie

that the words of music, art and sport...are entirely and intrinsically
'worldly'...not things that can be wholly committed to the Lord or

enjoyed with His unreserved blessing...to shut ourselves off from these

glits... is to refuse God's open-handed goodness because of our

f,rejudice"; 
"on the other hand...these activit ies may relax us,

exhilarate us, or refresh us but they can never truly satisfy us". He
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writes with balance concerning the Christian and (iod's moral law: "He

is free from the law as a system of justif ication. He is not forced to obey
it in order to be saved; he is free to obey it because he is saved". On the
subject of assurance, he comments: "Too many Christians seem
convinced about their doubts and doubtful about their convictions". In
warmly recommending this helpful study, your reviewer cannot help but
regret that the NIV with some of its irritating changes and misleading
paraphrases is used throughout.

H . J . W , L .

The Divine Glory of Christ, C. J. Brown, Banner of Truth Trust.
pbk. ,  95pp,  f , I .25.

It happens infrequently that in the midst of the u'elter of books
issuing from the printing presses a small, choice book makes its
appearance and wields an influence out of all proportion to its size. This
is just such a book! First published in 1868, this is the work of one of
Scotland's outstanding preachers and deals with a highly doctrinal
theme in a deeply devotional manner. The unusual thing about the
author's approach is that, in writ ing about the deity of Christ, he bye-
passes the 'obvious' texts of Scripture u,hich normally form the basis of
such an exposition and concentrates instead upon the lesser-known texts
which may be described as 'almost incidental'.

In underlining the more indirect references in Scripture to the deity of
Christ, Brown emphasises in fact the vast amount of biblical evidence
that exists to show that Jesus Christ is God. This is done in six short,
lucid chapters which glorify God in Christ, edify the reader's mind and
warm his heart. C. H. Spurgeon, no mean judge of books, wrote that
this book is "small but precious and much to our personal edification".

If the "proof of the pudding is in the eating" why not buy and read
the book for yourself and see if you agree?

R . R .

"Phil ippianS", A Digest of Reformed Comment by Geoffrey B.
Wilson, Banner of Truth Trust, Pp. 109. f 1.75.

Mr Wilson has now completed the Pauline epistles, and Hebrews in
this series. They are most suitable for either private reading, or group
Bible Study sessions, and so used wil l bring the marrow of the message
to l ight, providing ample material for thought and discussion.

It might be helpful to look at the series as a whole. As a digest, the
comment covers the text well, but notwithstanding the good
bibliographies, and wide cast of quotations, cannot be said to be a
comprehensive view of Reformed opinions. Here is no Ryle, for
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example, no Gill, no Sapphire! Why then is the series called a Reformed
Digest? The word Reformed has its derivation and its ethos. We have
sti l l  "the Protestant Reformed Religion by law established", We now
have the "United Reformed Church," we also have "reformed

charismatics,"'and "reformed Baptists"; and happily, a "Church of
England Reformed Fellowship". It means simply what Evangelical used
to mean-without raising the old prejudices against it,-that body of
divine truth taught in the Bible, and once called Calvinism.

On the whole the "lntroductions" are very weak, though they have
improved much since the poor Introduction to Hebrews in 1970. In new
editions they should be improved on, or more reference made to
standard introductions to the N.T. The series would also be more useful
if i t could be based on an Enslish edition of the N.T. instead of the
A . S . V .

We hope the series wil l not stop unti l, at least, the N.T. is completed.
Also the lone Amos cries out for other writers on the O.T. with the
same general aim of being a Reformed Digest. w.J .P.

Satan is a chronic grumbler. The Christian ought to be a l iving
doxology. Luther.

PROVIDENCE CALVINSTIC INDEPENDENT CHAPEL
CHICHESTER, WEST SUSSEX.

This Chapel is a Noconformist Independent Cause bui l t  in 1809 for
Protestant Dissenters of Calvinist ic persuasion.
This Cause of truth in which the Gospel of the Grace of God has been
faithful ly preached tor 174 years, is in need of urgent restorat ion, i f  the
building and witness be preserved in Chichester.
The Chapel is a grade 2 l isted bui lding and the Department of the
Environment has advised urgent strengthening of the walls and roof. The
building is of outstanding character and is el igible lor a 40o/o grant in
principle. The cost of restorat ion could be f50,000 or more and with a
grant of 40% would st i l l  be beyond the means of the present small
congregation.
It is desired to bring this matter before the Lord's people, seeking thelr
earnest prayers that God's Will, may be made known.
A restoration fund has been opened. Friends desir ing to help in this
vital matter, kindly send your gif ts to:- Mr. J. Chalk (Trustee), 12
Lansdowne Way, Angmering, West Sussex. BN16 4LB who wil l
acknowledge.
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SECRETARIAL NOTES

We hope to keep the price of The Go.spel Magaiine unchanged for 1984 at 12.50 (for srx
issues).  Would readers uho have not  yet  paid for  1983 ( the current  year)  k indly do so
nou'? Please send your subscription for 1984 at the same time. This would save you, anct
us,  extra postage,  cheque charges,  or  postal  order poundage, etc.  I t  is  a posi t ive saving in
time and expense for our small office administration when readers remit subscriptions
without our need to send "subscription due" reminder letters. Where payment is made rn
currencies other than sterling please add 2590 to the above subscription rate in order to
assist in meeting the negotiation charges made by the bank on all Commonwealth and
foreign transactions, including Eire currency.

We would ask readers kindlv to inform us if thev do not wish to continuc to receive The
Gospel Magazine.

The Trustees are mosl grateful for lhe generous gifts of numerous readers over and
above their subscription, which enables the price to be kept down to a minimum, despite
rising costs.

Bound annual  volumes. We uould u 'e lcome inquir ies for  bound annual  volumes. Old
bound volumes of which readers may be willing to dispose are sought in order to fill a feu'
gaps in the Trustees' own set; and also to build up a duplicate set. Please write to the
Edi tor ,  or  the Hon. Secretary.  We need part icular ly  the volumes for  1809; l8 l8;  1826.

Church and chapel groups. We already have long-established groups of readers in
various parts of the UK., and overseas. We would like to increase the number of church
and chapel groups. Would local friends kindly promote this, and thus help to extend the
ministry of The Gospel Magazine?

!4AGAZINIISUBSCRIPTIO N Fo

To The Cospel  Magazine,  Rev.  Gordon Hi l l ,  Hon.  Secretary,  34
Morley Road, Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8JE or The Gospel
Magazine,  P.O.  Box 217,  London SE5 8NP.

We would be obliged if established readers whose subscriptions are
now due would make use of this form. Please inform us of any change
of  address.

Subsc r i be r ' s  name

Address

No. of copies to be sent per issue

Da te  o f  send ing  subsc r i p t i on

Post-code

Sum enclosed

Have you any friends for whom a year's subscription to The Gospel
Magazine would make a suitable gift?

Post paid subscription for 1984 (six issues p.a.) is L2.50 p.a. Cheques
and P.O.s. should be made payable to The Cospel Magazine.
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Do you knorv?
oThat caring for the elderly of

the local church is, as in
society at large, going to be
the fastest growing area of
ministry over the next
20 years....

oThat the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society are seeking to
CARE for an increasing
number of elderlv Protestants
and evangelical Christians
who need the help that can
be provided in our  Homes. . . .

rThat manv of these 'ased

pilgrims' ire in verv rEal
need oi immediate he'lp
which cannot  be e ivcn duc
t1r  l l rng wai t ing,  l is ts . .  . .

r ' Ihat our Homes are suD-
oorted bv reformed and
bvangeliial churches and
individuals who are aware of
their responsibil i t ies in this
a r e a t . . . . .

oThat  in  addi t ion to our  l2
existing Homes, a new care
and attention Home has now
been opened in
SOUTHPORT, Lancs. . . .

rThat 2 other properties at
WANTAGE, Oxon. and
HASLEMERE, Surrey have
been purchased for further
care and attenfion Homes,
but that both require exten-
sive alterations and additions.

Also that we have a site for
J ne\^'  care and attention
block adjoinin5l our new
bungalows near STOW-
MARKET, Suffolk. (This
block alone will cost €1
mil l ion to bui ld at todav's
p r i c e s ) . . . . .

oThat we are not seekinp; State
support with its inevitable
'strings' for these capital
projects, but are looking
wholly to the Lord to provide
t h r o u g h  H i s  p e o p l e . . .

DoYOU carc?
If so, you will want to know
that to complete our existing
projects and bring these
Homes into full use wil l
require f2 mill ion.

The measure of your res-
ponse will be critical in
determining the extent to
which we can fulfil our
plans to meet the
needs confronting us.

Gifts and enattiries ttt:
The General Secretary,
AGED PILGRIMS'FRIEND
SOCIETY,
175 Tower Bridge Road,
London SEl 2AL.



THE
WESTMINSTER
CONFERENCE

Founder: Dr. D. M. Llo1,d-Jones

Tuesday 13th and Wednesday l4th,
December, 1983

at Westminster Chapel
Papers wil l be gi',,en on N{artin Luther the man, the road to
fa i th ,  and the conf l icr  wi th Rome; John Owen,  on the basis  of
christian Unitl 'and rhe Atonemenr; and wil l iam wilberforce.

Application forms from the Secretary, Rev. B. Freer,
12, Pusture Road, Stapteford, Nottingharn, NG9 gCG.

NO\\ '  AVAILABLE from the Secrerarv:
1982  CONFERENCE pApFRS e r r r i t t cd  . , FA ITH  

and  t -HRN{ENT , , .  f 2 . 15

"Handfuls

n f

Purpose "

A book of daily readings taken
from the sermons of N{r. J. W.
Sperling-Tyler, Pastor of The

Dicker ,  Sussex.

A ver1, acceptsble gift.

Obtainable fron:
Miss J.  C.  Wal l is ,

2 Oldfield Crescenr,
Hai lsham, Sussex.

Price f,3.75. Post: f 1.00
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SOVEREIGN GRACE
ADVENT TESTIMONY.

Amongst publications recent lv
reprinted are:
The Coming of  the Son of  Man

by'  E.  J"  Poole-Connor 65o.
Prophect  of  lhe Lord Jesus
in Matt. 24/25

by B.  W. Newton 85p.
The Man of  Sin

b1'S.  P.  Tregcl les ,s0p.
The Saints' Rest and Rapture

by 'F rank  H .  Wh i te  - sOp .

l i  t r  111" r r ,  t t t t t l  o t l ta r  p t t l t l i r . t t t i t  t t t : ,
d l , / t l . t  . \ . (  ; .  l .T .  . \1 '1 '7a '141.y  .

Stephen A.  Tonts ,  I  Dona lc l  \ \ ' a r .
(  l r c l r r r ' l i r r t i .  I . r . c r ,  (  \ l l  9 J t s .



The Trinitarian
Bible Society

Promotes the circulat ion of
The Holy Scriptures

ln more than 100 countries
throughout the world the Society
supplies Christian workers with:
B IBLES-NEW TESTAMENTS

LARGE TYPE SCRIPTURES
GOSPELS-SCRIPTURE

LEAFLETS AND TEXT CARDS
Trustworthv Protestant

translat ions of the Word ot God
without note or comment

ln this great endeavour the SocietY
lnvites the suDDort of all who

reverenlly chensh the Bible as the
rnsprred authontattve and inerrant

Word of God.

The Secretary,217 Kingston Rd'
London SW19 3NN
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THROUGHOUT THE CENTURY

The English Churchman
a n o

The Gospel Magazine
have been c loselY associated

in test imonY to the
Scr iptural  pr incip les of  the

Re fo rma t i on ,  and  t he  Doc t r i nes
of  Grace as set  out  in XXXIX

Ar t i c l es .

T H E  E N G L I S H  C H U R C H M A N  i S
a fortnightly iournal of news,
comment, corresPondence,
book reviews and arttcles.

15p per issue;  f7.15p Per Year,
post  paid.  Abroad f3.90P

plus postage.

Be infcrmed!
Become a reader Yoursel f -

and make a gi f t  for  1984
to a f r iend.

Senci  tor  a Jree corrv.
Enq l i sh  Chu rchman ,
PO-Box 217.  London,  SEs 8NP

CHRISTIAN
BOOKSHOP

OSSETT
21 Oueen Street, Ossett'
West Yorkshire WFS 8AS.

Wide range of Reformed
Evangel ical  Books,

B i b l e s  ( A . V . ) .

Greet ing Cards.

Send for free catalogue and
special offer on
Gospel Tidings Publications

AGED PILGRIMS'
FRIEND SOCIETY

Croydon Auxi l iary

Sale of Work
and Gift Day

Saturday 26th November 1983

F rom 11  am 4  Pm
a t

THE UNITED REFORMED
CHURCH HALLS

Addiscombe Grove, CroYdon
I  Near East Crovdon Stat ion)

Prel iminary meeting at 10.45 am

Sale to be opened bY
MR. R. D. STEWART



THE
BIBTE SPREADING

UNION

seeks to give away
uncorrupted versions of

Holy Scripture

For details, apply

B.S.U. Secretary,
Stephen A. Toms,

1 Donald Way,
Chelmsford,

Essex, CM2 gJB.

ADVERTISEMENT
RATES

Revised for 1984
Ful l  page f l7.  Hal f  page f9.

Quarter page f4.50.
7p per nord for classified

ad l  er t isemen ts.
Bor number lSp er t ra.

,.ldrertisententt should be receited bt'
t l t ,  l ' t  t t t (  n t t , n t h  p r i o r  i o

l )ut) / t ( t t t t ( ) t l .  and addrersed to:  The
( i o .ne l  \ l agaz tne ,  Re r .  Go rdon  H i l l ,
Hon .  Sec re ra r r , 34  N {o r l ey  Road ,
Sher ingham, Norfo lk,  NR26 8JE. Tel :
Sheringham 824965.
Classified advertisements should be
accompanied by payment. Please state
i f  a receipt  is  required.  The enclosure of
an s.a.e.  would be appreciated.  We
reserve the r ight  to decl ine any
advert isment.
Cheques should be made payable to
THE COSPEI -  MACAZINE .
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THE WOMEN'S
PROTESTANT

UNION and
SENTINETS UNION

WHEN Founded in 
'189'l 

.
WHY For the maintenance and

defence of Protestant
Chr ist iani ty.

HOW By indiv idual  and combined
praver and witness to resist
Romanism, fa lse Ecumenism
and Modernism which is
undermining every aspect of
our nat ional  l i fe.

Join us at this very vital and needy
time. Send for our Magazine to find
out how YOU can help.

Write to:
The Secretary,

130 South Coast Road.
Peacehaven, Newhaven.

Sussex BNg 8SP.

SITUATIONS VACANT
A CT,ERICAT, ASSISTANT

is needed in the
PRODUCTION DEPARTMENT

Previous experience not essential

For Jurther details please write to
The Secretary

TRINITARIAN
BIBLE SOCIETY

217 Kingston Road,
London  SWl9  3NN.

SITUATION SOUGHT
Ordained minister (evangelical)
seeks Chr is t ian posi t ion (not
pastorate)  in  N.  l re land,  fu l l  or
part-t ime. Pastoral, missionary,
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  w r i t i n q
exper ience.  Box 1183.
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MINISTRY PUBTICATIONS

B U X T O N ,  D e r b y s h i r e .  T r t n i t l '
Church (Hardu' ick Nlount). Sundays
l l  am and 6 .30  pm.  S imple  Prayer
Book services and Bible ministry. Rer".
i \ ' laurice Handford.

O n  h o l i d a y  i n  E A S T B O U R N E ?
\\ 'orship at Cavendish Placc Chapel;
F-r 'angelical- lndcpendent; Sunda.vs:
I  I  &  6 .30 ;  Tuesda l ' s  7 .15 .  V is i t ing
Nlinisters.

\UATTISHAM CHAPEL.  Su i fo lk '
Evangelical and Reformed Services
each LORD's  DAY 10. ,15 :  2 .30 :  6 .30 .
N4etr ical Psalms and hYmns. A.V.
o n l y  L r s e d .  M i n i s t e r ' s  t e l e P h o n c
Bildeston 140236.

WISBECH EVANGETICAL
CHURCH

SUNDAY,  11  a .m.  and 6 .15  p .m.
at Room 1

Social Club Inst i tute Hall ,
Hi l l  Street. Wisbech.

PRAYER/BIBLE STUDY
Thursday 7.30 p.m.

Enquiries: Pastor Richard Turner
23, Tinkers Drove, Wisbech,

Cambs. PE13 3PO.
Tel: Wisbech 65838

THE PAPAL VISIT WEIGHED
AND FOUND WANTINC by J. E.
North (as reviewed in March Gospel
Magazine); 85p post free from: Focus
Publications, 6 Orchard Road, Lewes,
East Sussex.

THE TENDER GRAPE: A monthly
magazine designed to interest children
in the Scriptures that are able to make
them wise unto salvation. Annual
subscription 13.30p from The Editor,
82 High Street, Knaphil l ,  Woking,
Surrey, GU21 2PZ.

HOLIDAYS
I-ONDON. Bed and breakfast at 18
per night in comfortable family homc,
fir,'e milcs from Central London. T'el:
788 0898.

SOUTHW0LD. Convenient fanti ly
house one minute from the beach in
this lovely l i t t le Suffolk to$'n. Detai ls:
English Churchman, P.O. Box 217,
London SE5 8NP.  

' Ie l :  
0 l -701-0380.

ULLAPOOL area.  N.W.  H igh lands .
Privately situated house in peaceful
surroundings. Central for touring.
Three miles from sea. Lord's Da-v
must  be  respec ted . -Mrs .  I .  Renwick ,
Inverbroom, Lochbroom, Rosshire.
Tel: 085 485 209.

Despise not the chastening of the Lord. Proverbs 3:11

l'he flowers smell sweetest after a shower; vines bear the better for
pruning; the walnut tree is most fruitful when most beaten; saints thrive
most internally, when they are most externally affl icted. Affl ictions are
the mother of virtue. Manasseh's chain was more profitable to him than
his crown. Job's trials brought him the double blessing. All the stones
that came about Stephen's ears did but knock him closer to Christ.

-Thomas Brooks


