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Editorial
In a day of great discouragement Zerubbabel challenged God's

people with his cry "Who has despised the day of small things?"
(Zechariah 4:10). After the return from captivity the city walls were a
heap of rubble, the temple lay in ruins, and many were ready to say"the task is beyond us, let us give up the unequal struggle".
Zerubbabel, confident of the ultimate success of the work. reassured
the loyal remnant whose hearts were downcast.

This challenge from the walls of Zion is very much needed today.
From the spiritual point of view we live in a day of small things. We
need, therefore to avoid discouragement. Satan loves us to be downcast
by the low state of spiritual things. He has scored a major victory if we
become so depressed that we give up the task.

There is also a warning to heed. In a day of small things there is the
subtle temptation to resort to more spectacular ways and unscriptural
methods of advancing the work. We need to resist the craze for
something big and sensational. God often works through minority
movements. Gideon's army was systematically reduced from thirty-two
thousand to three hundred, and the reason God gave for this was ,,lest
Israel vaunt themselves" and take the credit to themselves.

There is evidence to show that many people are finding by experience
that materialism cannot satisfy the human heart, that worldly things are
transient, and that a Godless life is an empty life. Modern society is
sick, as evidenced by the upsurge of crime, violence and lawlessness.

When the early church was confronted by the challenge of worldly
powers it resorted to prayer, and mighty things were accomplished. A
church may have efficient organisation, but if it is lacking in prayer the
work will be weak and ineffective. It has been said that "the primitive
church was born in prayer, and in prayer she renews her strength". Let
us then pray that God will be graciously pleased to open the windows of
heaven and send the blessing which is so much needed in this day of
small things.

ul
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Abraham's Prayer
Genesis I8:16-33

Here in this chapter we find what must be the sublimest act of
intercession in the Old Testament. God had revealed His purpose to
Abraham concerning the impending judgement of Sodom - a city that
has gone down into history because of its immorality and which has
given its name to the most degrading and revolting of sins'

Abraham is described as 'the friend of God' (2 Chron. 20:7; lsa.
4l:8: Jas. 2:23\ It is instructive to note the contrast - Abraham
describes himself as 'dust and ashes' whereas God speaks of him as 'my

friend'. Of no other mortal but Abraham does God ever speak and say
he is 'my friend'. Just as earthly friends confide in each other so we find
God condescending to confide in Abraham. God makes Abraham His
confidant - "shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do?"-
Abraham of course was not perfect, he had his moments of weakness
and his lapses but the general trend of his life was godly. God could say
of him "I know him..." verse l9; he was a man who could be trusted.

What was the object of Abraham's intercession? It was not simply
the rescue of his nephew Lot from the doomed cities but the salvation
of their inhabitants. What an unselfish prayer Abraham prayed! It was

a prayer for a people under judgement, a prayer for relatives in special
danger and not a single request for anything for himself. He expressed
concern for Sodom as a whole and for the righteous in particular.

It is'our duty as well as our privilege to pray for others. Paul wrote "I

exhort therefore, that first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions
and giving of thanks be made for all men" l. Tim. 2:1.ln addition to
general intercession we are bound to pray for those in whom we have a

special interest. Paul frequently spoke of 'mentioning' his friends
before God in prayer.

Intercession moreover rests upon a right relationship with God' Of

Abraham we read that he "believed God and He counted it to him for

righteousness" 15.6. This relationship was one of grace.

Abraham did not blindly shut his eyes to the miseries of Sodom on
the plea that they were richly deserved. Though sin is to be hated,

sinners are to be pitied and prayed for. Abraham was compassionate
even of the sinful and degraded. We too cannot be indifferent to the

impending dangers of those without Christ. Paul could say out of a full

heart "I could wish myself accursed from Christ for my brethren, my

kinsmen according to the flesh" (Rom 9:3). Abraham though he had no

connection with the men of Sodom was moved with compassion when
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he heard of the doom that awaited them. He yearned over the wicked
city.

THE SPIRIT OF HIS INTERCESSION
We cannot but be struck by the holy boldness which Abraham

displayed - "Abraham drew near" verse 23. This speaks of
earnestness of entreaty, of unrestrained freedom of petition. The Lord
is not only approachable but He delights in His people drawing near.
The epistle to the Hebrews encourages to "draw near with a true heart
in full assurance of faith" Heb. 10:22.

This boldness is accompanied with reverent humility. Three times
Abraham acknowledges his personal unworthiness see verses 2j,30,32.
He is keenly conscious of his audacity, he knows himself to be but dust
and ashes but this does not stifle his petition. The more he pleads the
deeper he sinks in self prostration. Gracious souls are ever humble
under a sense of God's mercies. The centurion who came to the Lord on
behalf of his servant said "I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter
under my roof; wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come
unto thee". Luke7:6,7.

We should observe also Abraham's fervent importunity. He does not
rest content with the first response to his entreaty but with greater
urgency returns to the subject. In the parable of the midnight caller we
read "though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet
because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he
needeth". Luke ll:8. There is in Abraham's sustained intercession an
impressive combination of humility and acknowledged unworthiness
along with boldness and persistency.

Intercession must be made in the tight of God's character.

The character of God is here displayed in a remarkable way. We
notice

I. The holiness of God. The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrha has
come up before God and their sin is an offence to Him. Sin is a grave
matter, not something indifferent. He is not true to Himself unless He
punishes it. Abraham in no way minimises this fact.

Charnock says that God is oftener styled holy than Almighty. He is
indeed "glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders" Exod.
l5:l l. Because He is holy reverence is demanded from us. "God is
greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in
reverence of all them that are about Him". Ps. 89:7.

2. God's justice. Abraham poses the profound question "shall not the
judge of all the earth do right?". He knows that the answer is never in
any doubt. His judgement is according to truth.
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3. God's mercy. I will spare "all the place for their sake" v.26. God's
mercy is His warm affection demonstrated to the needy, helpless and
distressed. Mercy is the effect of His goodness. "Goodness is the heart
of God prompted to bestow the blessings, mercy is the hand of God that
proffers the blessings". Thomas Watson said that mercy is God's"darling attribute in which he most delights".

Abraham's plea then is based on God's character. God is sovereign,
just, holy and merciful. He holds all His attributes in equality. He does
not dispense His justice at the expense of His love, nor His love at the
expense of His justice.

Abraham conducted his case with singular directness. He not only
persisted but increased his expectations. Six times he pleads and refused
to discontinue his task as lortg as there was a possibility of saving
Sodom. We are reminded of our Christian liberty to approach God in
prayer, and of persevering in prayer. "Let us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need." Heb. 4:16. "The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much"' Jas. 5:16.

What a contrast between the fervour and unwearying persistency of
Abraham's prayer and so much as what passes for prayer today!

Abraham was in earnest in his prayer, his plea was urgent, his
humility profound and his persistence great.

"Lord, teach us how to pray aright,
With reverence and with fear:
Though dust and ashes in Thy sight,
We may, we must, draw near.

God of all grace, we come to Thee,
With broken, contrite heart;
Give what Thine eye delights to see,
Truth in the inward part".

James Montgomery l819

M.H.

How gentle God's commands,
How kind His precepts are!
Come, cast your burdens on the Lord,
And trust His constant care.

- P. Doddridse
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He lost his coat and kept
his character

REV. W. J. McDOWELL (Studies in the Life of Joseph (3)) 
''

The Lord so arranged matters that Joseph's early experiences
prepared him to become a governor. His father apparently gave him
some precedence over his brothers. potiphar put him in charge of his
household. The keeper of the prison committed to his care all the
prisoners that were in the prison, and after these experiences pharaoh
made him ruler over all the land of Egypt (Gen. 4l:43). Under God. the
secret of his promotions was his character - he was dependable.

SIN'S ATTRACTION. When Joseph was overseer of potiphar's
house, Potiphar's wife tried to drag him down to the level of her own
impurity. At that time he was probably in his twenties, handsome,
healthy and lonely - a stranger in a strange land. The temptation was
frequently repeated - '3she spoke to Joseph day after day". There is no
doubt that he felt the urge of his passions to yield; sin does give short-
lived pleasure. At last in her insistence she caught him by his cloak and
said, "Come to bed with me! But he left his cloak in her hand and ran
out of the house" (Gen. 39:12).

If Joseph had listened to the counsels of policy he would have
succumbed. His mistress could be a powerful ally, but an equally
powerful enemy. Discovery was unlikely since his seducer in betraying
him would besmirch herself.

The marvel is that Joseph came through this temptation with clean
hands and a pure heart. For some years he had been far removed from
the good influences of Jacob and Isaac. But even at home the company
of his elder brothers was not conducive to promote resistance against
this particular sin. Reuben and Judah both fell before the temptation to
impurity.

JOSEPH'S PROTECTION. He did not take time to consider the
attractions of sin, but long before Paul wrote the words he heard the
command: "Flee also youthful lusts" /2 Tim. 2:22). The wordly wise
will no doubt say: "He was too hasty; he was hurting his future
prospects". Others, with better principles might think that he should
have stayed to show the woman the error of her ways. But Joseph no
doubt felt that to hesitate was to yield. According to some modern
thinkers he was foolish in repressing any response that he felt to his
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seducer's enticements. Such ideas have broken down the barriers
between right and wrong with disastrous consequences to the moral
fibre of our nation. But Joseph stands as the example of the young man
who refused to take this "way to hell", or go "down to the chambers of
death" (Prov. 7:27).

His defence was: "How can I do this great wickedness, and sin
against God?" He called the horrible thing by its proper name - "great

wickedness". Potiphar's wife will not appear so wicked if we describe
her as "indiscreet", "unbalanced", or "hungary for love". But if we
bluntly call her "a harlot", and her proposal "whoredom" the whole
business will take on a different colouring. The word of God counsels as
to "fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness" that "it be not
once named among you, as becometh saints" (Eph. 5:3).

GOD'S AUTHORITY. Joseph made the Divine authority his final
court of appeal. Man is so constituted that he will recognise some
authority over him. Some regard the State as the ultimate authority, and
others appeal to the Church. Others again flounder about, not willing
to acknowledge any higher rule than their own reason. Joseph kept
himself safe by submitting to what Dr. Machen called "the majesty of
the law of God...inescapable all-inclusive, holy, terrible". Sin defies
God's authority. It matters not to the sinner that God has said: "Thou

shalt not....". It denies the truth. Every sin would, if i t could, remove
God from His throne.

Joseph was tested yet again, no earthly voice but his own asserted his
innocence. God allowed him to suffer for righteousness' sake; he was
imprisoned for some years because he had kept God's law. But he
triumphed over the temptation to doubt God's goodness as surely as he
had overcome the allurement to break His law. As Dr. W. M. Taylor
expresses it: "He believed in God, not as afar off, but as always near;
not as sitting aloof from all the actions of men, but as overruling and
controlling them; not as an enemy to be feared, but as a friend to be
loved and trusted and served".

When He came, the angels sung,
"Glory be to God on high":

Lord, unloose my stammering tongue;
Who should louder sing than I?

John Newton
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"Stormy wind, fulfilling
His Word"

Psalm 148:8
H. SALKELD (Chippenham)

In Proverbs 30:4 we read of Him "Who hath gathered the wind in his
fists", and Isaiah asks the question, "Who hath measured the waters in
the hollow of His hand?" (Isaiah 40:12) and again in Psalm 107:25 the
inspired Psalmist says, "For He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy
wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof." These and many other
similar passages of Scripture all declare how completely and entirely the
elements of nature are in the hands of Almiehtv God and under His
sovereign control.

And, seeing this is so in the natural order of things, then how much
more so must this truth apply in a deeper and spiritual sense in the lives,
pathways and circumstances of God's own dear people. The stormy
wind at sea or on land does indeed at times cause damage and loss and
yet, at the same time, it can have a cleansing and purifying effect. The
Psalmist again in Psalm 107: 23 &24 speaks of those "who go down to
the sea in ships, that do business in great waters: these see the works of
the Lord, and His wonders in the deep". Then, further, in verse 25 we
read: "For He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth
up the waves thereof". It is therefore that Almighty God "Who

gathereth the wind in His fists," and "Who holds the waters in the
hollow of His hand" Who controls all the elements in nature and in
grace, Who also commands them at His own sovereign will and.
pleasure. This is to be seen very clearly in the case of Job. What stormy
winds were permitted of God to blow upon him, until well-nigh all he
possessed in this world was swept away in the storm, with the addition
of much bodily suffering. Yet, through it all, such was the vital, God-
given faith which he possessed that he could say: ':Though He slay me,
yet wil l I trust in Him". (Job l3:15). The stormy wind, however, is said
to fulfil His Word in its operations, timing, purposes and effects under
the good hand of God. How striking it is as we see it in regard to Job.
Two very important results flowed from the stormy wind in his case.

First, it brought him eventually to this: "I have heard of Thee by the
hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee- Wherefore I abhor
myself, and repent in dust and ashes." (Job 42:5 & 6.)

The hymn so well expresses it:-
"Self abhorrence, contrite hearts,

:i : ' ;.:. Humilitv and love."
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and if the Lord our God should see fit to command the stormy wind to
blow upon us so as to produce these gracious ends, then we can but bow
before His sovereign majesty and own in humility, "He doeth all things
well."

The second important result of the stormy wind in Job's case was his
complete restoration and deliverance, until it is recorded: "So the Lord
blessed the latter end of Job more than the beginning", (42:12) and so it
can truly be said of him as well as of every needy sinner whose hope is in
Christ,

"Cod moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;

He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm."

The Apostle Paul, as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles by Luke,
the beloved Physician, was appointed of God to visit Rome and to
preach the Gospel there. However, the journey to Rome involved a long
sea passage over the Mediterranean when an unusually severe storm was
encountered, which threatened the ship itself and the lives of all on
board. When the storm was at its worst it is recorded: "All hope that we
should be saved was then taken away". (Acts 27:20). However, Paul's
God-given faith enabled him to rise above the storm and so he could say
to all the others in the ship, "Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I
believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me". (Acts 27:25). On
the other hand, this terrible storm in the Mediterranean revealed the
folly and unwisdom of judging by appearances only. Sometime earlier
in the voyage it is said "And when the south wind blew softly,
supposing that they had obtained their purpose, loosing thence, they
sailed by Crete" (Acts 27: I3) How easily we can be lulled into a sense of
false security and then have to pay for it later. The Apostle Paul had
advised against this move, but his counsel was over-ridden and the
consequences which followed, with all the mounting hazards and
dangers, are graphically described in Acts chapter 27.

In our own national history throughout the ages God has permitted
many a stormy wind to blow upon us, fulfilling His Word and purposes
towards us as a Christian nation. He commanded and raised up a
stormy wind in the time of King Alfred when the hordes of Danish
Vikings invaded and swept over our land. Then it was that the storm
itself revealed the man of God whom He had appointed to resist and
finally overcome the enemy - this fulfilling His Word.

We are reminded here of that famous Protestant King of Sweden,
Gustavas Adolphus, who so successfully faced and resisted the Roman
Catholic forces in Europe in the seventeenth century. He not only led
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his army'in battle, but he was no mean Hymn-writer and one Hymn in
particular is associated with his stand against Romanism. It is known as
Gustavas Adolphus' Battle Hymn:-

"Fear not, oh little flock the foe,
Who madly seeks your overthrow,
Nor dread his rage and power.

What though your courage sometimes faints,
His seeming triumph o'er God's saints,

Last but a little hour.

To Him who can avenge your wrongs,
' Then leave it to your Lord.
Though hidden yet from all our eyes,

To save us and His Word."

Still earlier in our own national history the stormy wind of the
Spanish Armada burst upon us, with all its threats of subjugation to
Roman Catholicism and loss of liberty and independence. However,
through divine mercy that strong wind fulfilled God's gracious Word in
the total defeat of the Spanish forces and deliverance from the
threatened invasion.

Queen Elizabeth I was able to say very truly:- Her Admirals and
seamen had faced the enemy with tremendous courage and fortitude,
but the Queen saw and acknowledged that, in the final analysis, it was
Almighty God who wrought the victory when He "blew with His
winds."

Many another stormy wind was to come upon us, nationally, as time
proceeded, including the Napoleonic Wars which so drained our
resources and was accompanied and followed by so much poverty and
hardship for many. Yet, it was during those years that such beneficial
Societies as the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society were born, as well as The
British and Foreign Bible Society and later The Trinitarian Bible Society
and others. It can therefore be said that out of the stormy wind came
certain blessings and benefits to the Nation under the good hand of
God.

The two World Wars of the present Twentieth Century came upon us
like extremely stormy winds and left a trail of havoc and loss of
precious lives from which we have not yet recovered. Both these later
stormy winds were undoubtedly fulfilling God's Word, but have we, as
a Nation, learned the lessons they were teaching?

But then, is there not a much deeper meaning couched within and
beneath these words, "Stormy wind, fulfilling His Word?"

First, as we view it regarding the Person and Work of the Lord and
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Saviour Jesus Christ. What storms and winds came upon Him, the
holy, harmless Son of God, as He came into this world of sin and
sorrow to fulfill that covenant of grace which was .,ordered in all
things and sure" and to be "made sin for us, Who knew no sin, that He
might be made the righreousness of God in Him." (2 Cor.5:21). The
stormy wind which He suffered and endured was the righteous
judgement of Almighty God due to His Own needy people, but:-

"He bore it for'a chosen race.
And thus became their Hiding-place."

The stormy winds of temptation in the wilderness and, indeed, all
through that wondrous suffering life of His, attended Him until that
dying hour when He cried, "lt is f inished" and gave up the ghost.

The Word of God tells us that, as He is, so are we in this world. From
this we surely must conclude that every poor sinner born again of the
Spirit and washed in the blood of the Lamb will tread - in measure and
degree - the path He trod.

"They marked the footsteps that He trod,
His zeal inspired their breast,

And,  fo l lowing thei r  Incarnare Cod,
Possess the promised rest."

The Apostle Paul writes of "the fellowship of His sufferings,' and of"being made conformable unto His death." (Phil ippians 3:10). Again,
he says "lf we suffer, we shall also reign with Him". (lI Timothy 2: l2).

When storms of sin invade the soul and strong temptations of the
adversary are permitted to blow upon us like a fierce stormy wind, then
it is we learn our own utter weakness and at such times have to cry out,
as did David, "But I am a worm and no man." (Psalm 22:6). How
amazing it is that this is referring to and prophetic of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and it is as though He Himself as He suffered on the cross was
saying, "But I am a worm, and no man," and so here is part of that
"fellowship of His suffering" which comes to pass under Divine
leading between the suffering Saviour and His suffering people.

Then there are the stormy winds of adversity, when providence and
circumstances all seem to frown upon us and we are ready to cry out as
did Jacob, "All these things are against me". (Genesis 42:36). How
many of the Lord's dear people know by painful and humbling
experience, what it is to tread this path. In fact, are there any who truly
fear God who are not acquainted with it in measure and degree? yet,
these stormy winds of adversity and affliction under the good hand of
God do serve His gracious ends, to humble the soul and bring about a
meek and lowly spirit, which before Him, as the Word tells us, is of
great price.
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From the point of view of personal experience, the stormy wind of
the First World War (1914-18) brought us into the Brit ish Army and
into active service against the German forces in France and Belgium. I
remember how real prayer was at that time, and how one earnestly
begged the Lord for preservation and deliverance, if it was according to
His wil l. How true are the l ines of the hymn:-

"Plagues and deaths around me fly,
Til l  He bids I cannot die.

Not a single shaft can hit,
Till the God of love sees fit."

After the din of battle and from all the dangers, seen and unseen, one
was taken prisoner, and from the comparative safety of a German
Prison Camp one was able to send home a first Post Card to say:- "I

am now a prisoner of war in Cermany. Let us thank God for His
goodness in sparing life."

This stormy wind which brought so much pain, trouble and suffering
in its train both national and personal, yet was seen to have mercy in it
- mercy and judgement - and much to bring one to both tremble and
rejoice.

Then the stormy wind of a Second World War burst upon us in 1939
and just before that a storm in providential circumstances blew fiercely
when, what had seemed a safe and secure job of over twenty years'
standing came to an abrupt end and one was faced with severe loss of
income and a dear wife and four children to provide for.

These two stormy winds, combining, brought heavy trials in their
train, and it was a time of severe testing over a period of several years.

However, it can truly be said, to His own honour and glory, the Lord
never utterly left us, but (and that, in spite of one's own evil heart and
great unworthiness), brought us through all the afflictions and, finally,
out into a wealthy place, to know more and more of those riches of
Divine Grace.

And so, these stormy winds fulfilled His Word, in bringing us under
Divine discipline, teaching and gracious instruction, and to lay us sti l l
lower at the feet of Jesus and seeking to know no will but His.

One stormy wind yet remains and it is that which will carry us out of
time into eternity. Are we prepared for that sweeping change, that
stormy wind which the Psalmist speaks of in striking words when he
says, "The wind passeth over it, and it is gone, and the place thereof
shall know it no more. But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to
everlasting, upon them that fear Him, and His righteousness unto
children's children" (Psalm 103: 16 & l7). .;

251
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-. "To Him, my only Hiding Place :

, Let me for shelter fly.
i The storm of death draws on apace

And who can say, how nigh?"
" In that dread moment oh to hide,

Beneath His sheltering blood.
'Twill Jordan's icy waves divide,

And land my soul with God."

What an infinite mercy if, when that last stormy wind shall come
upon us, it shall be a fulfilling of that gracious Word of God in your
case and in mine:-

"So He bringeth them unto their desired haven." (Ps. 107:30).

Paul Kravar, a Bohemian
Martyr; and the

Lollard-Hussite Relations
FRANCIS COXON

We are persuaded that since the days of the Apostles, there has been
raised up of the Lord an elect seed, through which gospel truth has been
maintained and preserved, in every successive generation. One instance,
among others, of a pure scriptural church, is the Waldensian church.
To quote from John Gillies, "Reinerus, their bitter enemy, gives this
account of them in his book against the Waldenses, chapter 14, 'That of
all sects that ever were, so pernicious to the church of Rome as the
Leonists or the Waldenses: and that for these reasons: for their
antiquity and long continuance, even from the time of Pope Sylvester,
who was made Pope in the year 316; or, as others have affirmed, from
the time of the apostles."' Vide also volume I. "Christian Worthies",
by the writer of this article, page 172.

Also from John Knox's "History of the Reformation," (Laing's
edition) 1895: " In tracing the history of the reformation, we must
always revert to a much earlier period than that of Luther. The chief
witnesses against the corrupt ceremonies and discipline of the church of
Rome belonged to two distinct sects, but entertaining nearly the same
sentiments the Albigenses, who were chiefly settled about Toulouse and
Albigeois, in Languedoc; and the Valdenses, who inhabited the
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mountainous tract of country, (known as the Cottian Alps,) in the
provinces of Dauphine and Provence, in the south of France; and in
Piedmont, in the north of ltaly. Both sects may be considered as
descendants of the primitive christians, and in the long series of
persecutions which they endured, may have conduced to spread their
opinions in other lands, and to keep alive a spirit of religious enquiry
and freedom." As Paul testified to the Jews, "for the hope of Isriel,;'
Acts 28, v20; so they said to paul, ,.as concerning this sect, we know
that everywhere it is spoken against." yerse 22.

I. DIFFUSION OF THE WRITINCS OF JOHN WYCLIFFE.
In a Bohemian psalter of 1572 appears a symbolical picture

representing wycliffe striking the spark, Huss kindling the coais, and
I uther brandishing the lighted torch. Rightly has wycliffe been
described as the Morning Star of the Reformation, and we are
reminded that this year, 1984, marks the six-hundreth anniversarv of
Wycl i f fe 's  death.

"The History of the Propagation of Christianity," as written by
Robert Millar, Minister of the Gospel at paisley, records that .,in the
reign of Edward III, between the years 1370 and 1390, that great man of
God was raised up, to oppose the corruptions of the church of Rome;
and he had many followers, who were called Lollards, by way of
contempt, yet continued down to the Reformation, both in England
and Scotland. They were so inflamed with zeal, that no severities used
against them could be able to extirpate them; several of our princes and
great men favoured them, in opposition to the pope, and his tyrannical
encroachments, of which they were weary. The Scripture was translated
into our mother tongue, and read by many; and such seeds of sacred
truth were dispersed, and sown in various quarters of the land, as
sprang up many years after, and helped to produce a plentiful harvest,
when Almighty God, to show forth His glory, brought about the
Reformation from Popery, the benefit of which is yet enjoyed, and may
posterity after us do the same for ever." Volume II., page l7g, 1,123
edition.

During the late fourteenth and the early fifteenth centuries, both
England and scotland were in close contact with Bohemia. This tie
between Bohemia and England was greatly strengthened when in l3g2
King Richard II, married Anne, the daughter of Emperor Charles IV.
and sister of the Czech King, Wenceslas IV. Czech students
matriculated at the English universities. Those who studied at oxford
became acquainted with the writings of John Wycliffe, and upon their
return home brought copies of them to prague. Among those who
introduced wycliffe's scriptural doctrines into Bohemia, was Jerome of
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Prague. He returned from Oxford in 1401, and influenced Huss by his

fervint zeal for scriptural truths. English Lollards also corresponded

with leaders of the heaven-sent Czech Reform movement. Among them

was Richard Wyche, Wycliffe's disciple, who wrote to Huss from

London in 1410. In this letter Wyche exhorts Huss to constancy and

faithfulness in his reform efforts:
"Therefore thou, Huss, my dearest brother in Christ, although

unknown to me by face, but not in faith and love....strengthen the gift

which has been granted thee, as a good knight of Jesus Christ, preach

diligently in word and example, and recall to the truth whomsoever

thou art able."
Wyche also sent Huss copies of Wycliffe's works in place of those

which the popish Archbishop Zbynek of Prague had burned.

Anothei English correspondent was no less a person than the noble

Lollard Leader, Sir John Oldcastle of Cobham, who wrote in l4l0 to a

Czech noble, voks of waldstein, known as a resolute defender of the

reform movement.
The persecutions which arose after the death of Wycliffe, drove

-any of his adherents into exile, and brought some of them to the

westlrn parts of Scotland, who, having settled in Ayrshire, obtained the

name of the Lollards of Kyle. lt was at this period of history, that J.

Resby, the first martyr of the reformed faith was committed to the

flames at Perth, in the year 1406 or 1407. This was eight or nine years

previously to the martyrdom of John Huss, that "generous and intrepid

martyr 4nd confessor of Christ," as Luther justly calls him'

II. PAUL KRAVAR. "Sent to preach the kingdom of God and to heal

the sick." Luke 9. v.2.

Against the aforementioned, briefly sketched background, the

pers6nality of paul Kravar may be seen in perspective. His name is

variously written as Craw, Craws, and Crawer in John Knox's
"History of the Reformation," Laing's edition 1895, vol. 1., page 497

Appendix; and in a volume "The Crown of Glory, or Faithful unto

Death," published by T. Nelson & Son, 1882, as Crawer' The name is

given as kruuut in "bhurch History," Yol.26' by Matthew Spinka, of

frartford Seminary Foundation, 1956, and we would think that the

name Kravar is more akin to the land of his nativity. He was born

probably in the Moravian village of Kravare, near Opava' In

iccordance with the custom of the time, he was named after his

birthplace, hence ,,Paul of Kravare". The date of his birth is unknown

precisely, but may be placed with a degree of probability, between 1390

and 1393. It is known that he enrolled in one of the oldest and most
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famous medical schools in Europe, that of Montpelier in France,
founded in the twelfth century, where he earned the degree of bachelor
of medicine, and entered upon his academic career as a professor at the
university of Prague, in 1416.

Probably the strongest link between the English Lollards and the
Czech Hussites was provided by Peter Payne. He had studied at
Oxford, where he took the degree of M.A., and in time became the
Principal of St. Edmund's Hall. He was implicated as a fellow-Lollard
in the trial of Sir John Oldcastle. and fled to Germany, when
accompanied by a number of fellow countrymen, he found his way to
Bohemia, where he became a teacher in one of the prague Latin
schools. It appears that through the instrumentality of payne, Kravar
was persuaded to undertake, what was then, the dangerous journey to
Scotland, choosing the ancient ecclestiastical capital, St. Andrews. At
this point the Scottish chroniclers; John de Fordun, born about the
middle of the fourteenth century; and Walter Bower, born at
Haddington 1385;  cont inue regarding Kravar .  Bower was
contemporary with the events regarding Kravar, and was the
continuator of de Fordun' records, "scotichronicon." They wrote as
those who see events through popish spectacles. Bower recounts the
story: stating that Kravar "was apprehended and tried for heresy. He
was obstinate in his views and burnt at the stake. He confessed that he
had been sent by the Prague heretics from Bohemia, where such evils
now exceedingly abound, in order to imbue the Scottish kingdom with
them. Their letters recommending him as excell ing in the art of
medicine." The chronicler further reports that Kravar adhered
tenaciously to 'the errors of the Praguers and the Wycliffites. But he
was confuted by "the venerable Master Lawrence of Lindors, the
inquisitor or heretical pravity, who gave the heretics ofthe kingdom and
the Lollards no respite." Among the leaders, he mentions as the
heresiarch "Petrus Crek olim Anglicus," in whom is recognised Peter
Payne.

The following details are gleaned from John Knox's "History of the
Reformation," (Laing's 1895 edition) page 6: Our chronicles make
mention, that in the days of King James the First, about the year 1431,
was apprehended in the University of St. Andrews, one named Paul
Craw (name as given by Knox), a Bohemian, who was accused of heresy
before such as then were called Doctors of Theology. His accusation
followed principally, that he followed Johne Husse and Wyckleif, in the
opinion of the sacrament, who denied the substance of bread and wine
changed by virtue of any rvords; or that confession should be made to
priests, or prayers to departed saints. God gave unto him grace to resist
them, and not to consent to their impiety, he was committed to the
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secular judge (for our bishops follow Pilate, who did both condemn,
and also wash his hands) who condemned him to the fire. And to
declare themselves to be the generation of Satan, who, from the
beginning, hath been enemy to the truth, and he that desireth the same
to be hid from the knowledge of men, they put a ball of brass in his
mouth, to the end that he should not give confession of his faith to the
people, neither that they should understand the defence which he had
against their unjust accusation and condemnation.

The bishop of St. Andrews at that time was Henry Wardlaw, which
ecclesiastical see was elevated to an Archbishopric in 1471.

Thus, Kravar was led forth from the gloomy Castle dungeon to die,
faithful unto death. All entreaties had proved in vain, and the
Bohemian declared guilty of declaring that the cup at the Lord's Supper
was free to be partaken of by all believers; of exposing the unscriptural
doctrines of pilgrimages and purgatory; and of saying that the worship
of saints and the virgin Mary was contrary to the scriptures of truth;
and that Jesus Christ was the only Mediator between God and man. He
had counted the cost of forsaking all, to follow Christ. The baptism of
fire was over, and, "absent from the body, present with the lord." The
first medical missionary in Scotland, and the first of St. Andrews noble
list of martyrs.

"Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us.
Looking unto Jesus. . . . "  Heb.  l2 , l -2 .

ADDENDUM

The following extracts from "Church History" vol. XXV.' pp.

19-22, by Matthew Spinka, 1956, reveal further interesting details
regarding Paul Kravar.

"But this obscurity which had shrouded Kravar's enigmatic
personality hitherto, has light shed on it by the recent researchers ofthe
two most prominent Czech historians, F. M. Bartos, who has

contributed more than anyone else to the "Hustica" studies, and the
late Ferdinand Hrejsa, the author of the extensive "History of
Christianity in Czechoslovakia." With them may be associated F-

Bednar.....according to these writers, Paul Kravar is the author of two
t rea t i ses .  "De  Ana tom ia  An t i ch r i s t i "  and  "Se rmons  de
Antichristi".....contention that Paul Kravar wrote the treatises is that

their author is obviously possessed of a considerable professional

knowledge of anatomy - a feature which singles out Kravar as the

only, or at least the most likely, person capable of writing them. Bartos
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fUithermore places 6e publication of the book in 1421, for he discerns
in it allusions to the first papal crusade against the Czechs (1420).

The allusion to the crusade is:

How great an effusion of blood in this kingdom and the

surrounding lands has been caused by the papal crusade, as well as
in other kingdoms and provinces! By promises of plenary

indulgences, the Pope has made murderers and robbers of pious

and peaceable men, having proclaimed himself, by an outright lie,

the head of the entire church and the supreme vicar of Christ on

earth. On the contrary, it is safe to assert that none is better fitted to

be the vicar of the devil and the supreme Antichrist than the pope

of Rome.
Analysing briefly the treatise "De Anatomia Antichristi," its general

character may be described as an elaborate and detailed comparison
between the human body, with its parts and organs, with the great

beast, the Antichrist. The latter is asserted to be the head of the world,

for the head is the highest and controlling member of the body. The

Antichrist has eyes and ears, but hears not the Word of God. No matter

how sweet the words which Christ's faithful preachers utter, the

Antichrist, with his nefarious college, turns a deaf ear to them'...the

author, in the three concluding chapters, summarized his teaching

about the Antichrist by asserting that christian people in general are

blinded by three principal deceptions of Satan: the first is that the pope

is the head of the whole church militant and the vicar of Christ. The

author holds, on the contrary, that many popes were apostates, and that

none is Christ's vicar.....It is blasphemy to declare that the papal office

confers grace upon its occupant....In the second place, the author

denounces the substitution of the papal decretals for Christ's gospel.

For scripture alone is the testimony of God. Nothing is to be believed

unless if is found in the Word of God, in which is the foundation of all

truth. In the third place he denies that the papal laws take precedence

over the gospel. He declares that to make the laws of a creature equal or

superior, to the law of God. is a blasphemy..... This brief summary of
,,De Anatomia Antichristi" affords us some notion of its author's fiery

zeal and devotion to the cause of reform, and his violent opposition to

the papacy and all who supported it, Thus the personality of Paul

Kravar emerges from its former obscurity into a considerable measure

of  l isht .
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Whdie is the Lord God
of Elij ah?

P. A. Cooper

Mr. Cooper is the pastor of Quorn Baptist Church, Leics.

This was the cry of Elisha when Elijah was taken up from him into
Heaven. (2. Kings 2:14).

Meditating on the call of Elisha, this great question kept ringing in
my heart. Where is the LORD GOD of Eli jah? It is one of rhe great
questions of the soul, for if God is not with us, all is lost.

All real Christians love to come to the house of God, for there they
meet Him and have fellowship in prayer and praise. There they hear the
Word of the Lord and its ministry blesses their soul. yet it is possible to
seem to engage in all these yet not have the presence of the Lord. Alas,
too often God is not there, and so there is no help for us. Whenever we
come to the House of God, the place of prayer, it is so important to seek
Him... to ask questions, "Where is the LORD GOD of Eli jah?,'. In
each exercise of the soul, be it praying or reading the Word or singing
His praise or stepping out to serle HIM, we must ask ,,ls the Lord in
this and with us?".

You see we must have Him else all is lost. We cannot acceptably serve
Him except He Himself is with us. The heart's cry of the psalmist must
be ours: "Whom have I in Heaven but Thee?" and "There is none
upon earth that I desire beside Thee".

Let us look at the circumstances of this cry for God. Eli jah was to be
called home to Glory. He did not die as we wil l, i f the Lord tarry, but
was transformed in a moment and transferred to Heaven! How
wonderful!. Sooner or later, God's servants are called from service
here, to serve Him there. Our service goes on into Eternity! Eli jah had
founded the colleges at Bethel and at Jericho and he taught the young
men the way of the Lord. Elisha was his servant...he served him for ten
years, and it was a worthy apprenticeship, ere he took up the office of
the prophet of the LORD.

From beside the Jordan Elijah was called away and the marvellous
event was seen only by him and Elisha. Only pure eyes could behold it.
The eyes of the sons of the prophets who watched from a distance were
holden that they could not see. "The pure in heart" said our Lord Jesus
"shall see Cod".

Elijah and his successor went to the rendezvous with the chariot of
fire and talked as they went. Their talking point was, no doubt, the
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Glory of God and the future of Israel, His pople. Elijah was to leave
them so he talked with deep concern with his faithful servant soon to
take up the task of speaking the word of GOD to them.

How wonderful the theme of their talking. They talked of Him, His
ways, His Will, His Kingdom. How shall Israel fare? How shall the
Church fare?

Remember what the LORD said of those who talked of Him?...
"The Lord hearkened and heard". One of the modern versions puts it
this way. "Those who feared the LORD spoke often of Him to each
other... He had a book of Remembrance drawn up in which he
recorded the names of those who feared Him and loved to think about
HIM". WonderfuMs your name in this book?.

Let us talk of Him and His Ways. Let us speak of Him here and then
be ready to go and speak of Him there among the angels, The
immediate prospect for Elisha was to take over from Elijah. This was
no rnean task...he had to follow a man who was unique and well nigh
inimitable. How could he be l ike him?.
, Of course he had his mantle... but he needed the God of the mantle-.

To have the mantle but not the power would mean the question being
asked by others. "Where is the Lord God of Eli jah?". For whatever
task God calls you, take up the mantle of those who have gone before
and seek their God.

Is there a new trial in your life?. A new appointment?. A new vision?.
An unknown work?. A fresh circumstance?. Does a Jordan stand
before you?. The Lord God of Elijah is the answer. He can work in
everything for our good. Remember this, He has the answer to all our
diff iculties and the riddles which sometimes face us. Let's ask the
question then, "Where is the Lord God of Eli jah"?. WHO is He?.

HE IS THE GOD WHO KEEPS US ON TRACK
He did this for Elijah. He kept him faithful when all the nation it

seemed had gone after other gods. He never turned aside from the fear
of the Lord. When in deep despair he did get it wrong and imagine he
was the only one left, but he kept true to the Lord. He stood against the
wicked King Ahab, and his perhaps more evil queen and her wretched
priests of Baal who trafficked in gross immorality. One man stood
against them and spoke out for the Lord. He called the people to
decide. Let the God who answers by fire be God. Why halt between two
opinions? The fire did fall and the prophets of Baal were confounded.
Cry as they may, there was no answer from their god, because there is
no other God save the Lord.

The great need of today is for men like Elijah who will stand against
the tide of ungodliness in the world and the apathy in the Church. Men
have cast off the worship of the true God and have gods of their own,
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gods fashioned after rheir own thinking, soft,-'unholy aiid after tfieit
own imaginations. We must be true to the God of Abraham and Isaac
and Jacob, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. We worship
the God of the Old Testament Who is the God of the New Testament.
He shall be our Guide for ever and ever.

I know men scoff at the idea of judgement, and when we talk of a
Sovereign God. We need men who will stand for Bible truth, tor pure
doctrine and holy practice, men who preach on the Sabbath and
practice on Monday. We shall not see men like this except the God of
El i jah be wi th us.

May HE keep us on t rack for  Him.

HE IS THE GOD WHO TEACHES US TO PRAY
When James in his epistle wanted to point to a man who was like us.

yet who had the key to prayer, he turns us to Elijah. A man of ,,like
passions as we", yet he holds back the rain and at a time appointed by
the Lord calls back the clouds and the deluge falls. Eli jah obtained his
power in prayer from Cod. He is the God of the impossible. What may
seem to man an impossibility, God can do. You may be sure that the
God of Eli jah can do what seems beyond your dreams. It may not be
with regard to rain, but with regard to l ives, giving sanctifying grace to
the saints. He can and wil l do this for those who hold Him to His
promises. If we pray according to His wil l, HE wil l answer. He has
given us the exceeding great promises, let us claim them. Ask Him to do
what He has promised and planned and He wil l do it. May the God of
Elijah teach us to pray.

HE IS THE GOD WHO PROVIDES FOR HIS SERVANTS :
Read again the wonderful story of how Cod the Lord provided for

His servant. Commanding ravens He sends him bread and flesh
morning and evening. Using the widow of Zarephath and a cruise of oil
He provides for him and her.

Beloved, God does not forget His own. It may sometimes seem so,
but it never can be. "I will not forget you" is His promise and He can
and wil l provide for His own. Oh, believe Him! Unbelief is a scourge,
not a blessing. God our Father delights in our faith in Him and is sad
when we do not trust. "The Lord wil l provide" is His promise and the
word stands, "No good thing wil l He withhold from them that walk
uprightly".

What is your need today? Look up to the God of Elijah for He does
provide. As you rest in HIM you wil l be able to sing in your heart, "The

Lord My Shepherd is, I shall be well supplied, Since He is mine and I
am His. What can I want beside?".
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HE IS THE GOD WHO R,41SES THE DEAD
Oh what a challenge to our day! Here is the God Who raises the

dead. Men and Women around us are dead in trespasses and sins. Who
shall raise them?. Who can give them life?. The LORD GOD of Eli jah.
He can and wil l.

Today we see lots of activity, planning, but little raising of the dead.
Let us believe it, and thereby expect it, that God will raise the dead, in
our families, in our fellowship, in our beloved country. This is the great
need of the day - life from the dead, and only God can give it. He will
if we believe and expect it.

HE IS THE GOD WHO ANSWERS BY FIRE
The mass of evil in the world is building up to tremendous

proportions. All society is getting worse and more and more godless.
No wonder John wrote, "The whole world lieth in the wicked one".
God's Word is ignored. The saints are tolerated, but only just. In all the
avalanche of the words of men, none mention GOD, none have His
commandments in mind.

We need a baptism of fire to wake us up, to give an answer to the
mockeries of men. They just do not believe in the God we trust. The
need is for the baptism of fire on our offerings of gifts, time and talents.
The cry of our hearts must be, "Oh that Thou would rend the Heavens
and come down". The fire fell for Elijah, and it will fall for men and
women on whom the spirit of Elijah does rest. In these days when there
is so little vital godliness, so little saintliness, we need the GOD who
answers by fire.

HE IS THE COD WHO GIVES WONDROUS FOOD
In the story of Elijah (I Kings 19:5-8) you will see how he fell to

despair. None of us dare speak against him for he had endured more
than most of us could take. Physically he was spent out. Feeling he was
the only one gave him the aching of heart many experience. Most of all,
he forgot to look to God. These circumstances do lead to despair and
cause us to cry "Take my life". Thank God the Lord did not answer
that prayer of Elijah and it should teach us how good our God is in not
answering some of our prayers. Elijah did fail to look to the Lord.
What then? Did the Lord forsake him?.

NO! NO! He never forsakes His own. He never loved him less.
Remember this. Nothing can stop God loving you. The Lord loved him
and dealt graciously with him. He loves even though you might think
He does not and it seems He's far away. See how He meets His weary
servant. He sends an angel, prepares a meal and in the strength of that
meal, the revived servant goes for 40 days. What a meal that must have
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been! God has a recipe for His own that sustains them. Here it is:-
Eternal Love, the love that never fades.
Divine Atonement that puts away sin forever.
Meat and drink in the Lord Jesus, for the believer the very Bread

of Heaven.
His Holy Spirit. to energise and guide.
His Other Self to dwell in us.
His Word to instruct us.

The believer need not fail for his Lord nourishes the soul and
strengthens the heart with wondrous food. Do you feed on Him, do
angels minister to you?. This food the worldling knows nothing of, and
whoever feasts on it shall live for ever.

HE IS THE GOD WHO WILL CALL US HOME

If the Lord calls us home before the appearing of our Lord and

Saviour there will be no chariot, only a falling asleep in Him. A departing
to be "with Christ which is far better". Beloved, do not fear death, 'tis

but to go to be "with Him". If He perchance should come then we shall
be translated in a moment, with all who have died in Christ and be off
to meet Him in clouds of the air. How glorious! How wonderful! He
will call us home to be with Him! Yes, that's the final goal. We shall be
with Him for ever. for ever to serve Him in worlds unknown. Then we

shall be like HIM. The prospect is altogether too wonderful for words,
such is the greatness of the Lord God of Elijah.

Bethlehem and its
Good News

HORATIUS BONAR (1808-89)
"The Word was made flesh." John I:14.

t" There was nothing great about Bethlehem. It was "little among the
thousands of Judah," (Micah v:2) perhaps but a shepherd-village or
small market-town; yet there the great purpose of God became a fact;
"The Word was made flesh."

It is in fscts that God's purposes come to us that we may take hold of
them as real things. It is into/acfs that God translates His truth, that it
may be visible, audible, tangible. It is in/acls (as in so many seeds) that
God embodies His good news, that a little child may grasp them in his
hand. So was it with the miracle of our text. God took His eternal
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purpose and dropped it over Bethlehem in the form of a fact, a little
fragment of human history. Over earth, the first promise had been
hovering, for four thousand years, till at last it rested over Bethlehem,
as if it said, "This is My rest; here will I dwell."

The city is poor rather than rich. It is not without its attractions; but
these are of the more homely kind. Its scenes are not stately; its hills are
not lofty; its plains are not wide; its slopes are rocky; it is not like the
city of the great King, "beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole
earth". Yet there. "the Word was made flesh."

It has no palace nor temple; only an inn for the travellers passing
between Hebron and Jerusalem; its dwellers are not priests nor princes;
it is not a sacred city, and is but little noted in history. yet there, not at
Jerusalem. "the Word was made flesh".

But its lowliness makes it more suitable as the birth-place of Him
who, "though He was rich, for our sakes became poor". And all about
it seems to suit Him too. It is "the house of bread", fit dwelling for Him
who is "the bread of God". Its old name was Ephratah, "the fruitful,"
as if pointing to the fruitful One. At its gate is the well of David; and
not far off are the pools of Solomon, which pour their water into
Jerusalem, telling us of the living water, and "the river whose streams
make glad the city of our God". The gardens of Solomon are also hard
by, speaking to us not only of "the garden of the Lord", and the last
Adam, and the tree of life, but giving us the earthly scenes (which are
the patterns of the heavenly) which the "Song of songs" describes.
(Song of  So1.  2:12,  13) .

In walking through its streets, or wandering over its heights, one
seems to read text after text, written, not with an iron, but a golden pen,
upon the hills and rocks. "Unto us a Child is born", seems inscribed on
one; "Unto us a Son is given", on another, "unto you is born a
Saviour", on a third; "Glory to God in the highest", on a fourth, the
Name of JESUS upon all. The city is not now what it was, yet there it
sits upon the northern face of its old height; the one town in Palestine
still possessed exclusively by those who call themselves by the Name of
Christ.

Bethlehem is not named in our text; but you cannot read the verse
without being transported to that city. "In the beginning was the
Word", carries you up into heaven and back into past infinity. "The

Word was made flesh", brings you down to earth and the finite things
of.time, to the manger and the stable, and "the young Child". The
shepherds are gone; the wise men have departed to their own country;
the glory has passed up again into heaven; and angels have left; the song
of the plain has ceased; - but the city itself is still there, rooted to its
old spot, not, like Rachel's tomb hard by, a memorial of death and
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sorrbw,'btit a remembrancer of joy and peace, a witness of the
everlasting life which came down from heaven.

At Bethlehem our world's history begins. All before and after the
birth of the young Child takes its colour from that event. As the tree,
rising from a small root or seed, spreads its branches and with them its
leaves, its blossoms, its fruit, i ts shade, north, south, east and west, so
has this obscure birth influenced all history, sacred and secular, before
and behind. That history is an infinite coil of events, interwoven in
endless intricacies, apparently with a thousand broken ends; now
upward, now downward, now backward, now forward, but the ravelled
coil is one, and its centre is Bethlehem. The young Child rhere is the
interpreter of all its mysteries. As He is "the beginning of the creation
of God", the "first-begotten of the dead", so is He the beginning and
ending, the centre and circumference of human history. "Christ is all
and in all", and as such from the manger to the throne, He is the
incarnation of Jehovah's purposes, the interpretation of the divine
actings, and the revelation of the heavenly mysteries.

Few statements contain in them such a world of truth as this of our
text. Let us see (l) what it is, (2) what it teaches.

l. What it is. "The Word" is the eternal name for the young Child of
Bethlehem. He is so called because He is the Revealer of the Father, the
exponent of the Godhead. He is so now; He was so in the days of His
flesh; He has been so from eternity. The names Christ, Immanuel, Jesus
are His earthly ones; His names in time, connected with His incarnate
condition; but the names "Word" and "Son" are expressive of His
eternal standing, His eternal relationship to the Father. What He was in
time and on earth, that same He has been in heaven and from eternity.
The glory which He had "before the world was" (John l7:5) and of
which He "emptied Himself" (Phil. 2:7, see Greek), was the glory of
the eternal Word, the everlasting Son. As the eternal Revealer of
Godhead, the "brightness of Jehovah's glory, and the express image of
His Person", His name ever was the THE WORD; as the Declarer of
the mind of God to man His name is no less, THE WORD, with this
addition, "The Word was made flesh.""In the beginning was the Word", is the divine or heavenly or upper
portion of the mystery; "the Word was made flesh", is the human, the
earthly, the lower. It is this latter that so specially concerns us, for
without it the former was nothing to us. "God manifest in the flesh" is
the "great mystery of godliness", which links together the creature and
the Creator, which brings down to the sinner's side the waters of the
eternal well. It is this that makes the inaccessible and unapproachable
Codhead accessible and approachable; the unseen becoming the seen,
- flay, the most seen of all; the far-off becoming the near, - nay, the
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nearest of all; the incomprehensible becoming comprehensible, - D'y,
the most comprehensible of all, a little child - a .trita of poverty and
weakness, suckled at a woman's breast, and resting upon a woman's
knee.

"The word was made flesh". He became truly Man; - man all over,
within and without, in body, sour and spirit; in everything uut sin Rtt
the nations of the earth God hath madsof one btood, and of that one
blood was the Word made partaker, becoming bone of our bone and
flesh of our flesh; his sour truly human, not superhuman nor celestiar;
His. body of the very substance of the Virgin, _ true, real, yei holy
flesh, and the flesh not making Him less truty toly.

Thus Bethlehem becomes the link between heaven and earth. God
and man meet there, and look each other in the face. In the young child
man sees God and God sees man. There is joy in heaven, th-ere is"joy on
earth, and the same song_suits both, "Glory to God in the highestl on
earth peace and good-will towards men". Jacob's ladder is nJw firmly
planted on the earth. God is coming down; man is going up; angels are
in attendance upon both. The seed of the woman nis come. H. f,u, not
only knocked at man's door, but He has come in. "The winter is past;
the rain is over and gone"; the day has broken; the shadows have fled
away!

2. what it teaches. The angel was the first to interpret it. ,,Behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy". yes, tidings oi peace and good_
will; tidings of God's free love; tidings of His design to pitch on..-*or.
His tabernacle here, and to take up His abode *ith ttt. sons of men.

It teaches us God's thoughts of peace, for incarnation means this at
least that God's desire is to bless us, not to curse; to save, not to
destroy. He seeks reconciliation with us - nay, He has brought about
the reconciliation. He has not merely made proposals of peacel and sent
them to us by the hand of an ambassador, but He has Himseli come to
us bearing His own message, and presenting Himself to us, in our
nature, as His own ambassador. Incarnation is not, indeed, the whole,
but it is much. It is the voice of love, the message of peace. dod Himself
is both the Speaker and the Maker of peace.

The message that comes to us from Bethlehem is a very decided one.
It is not a finished one; it was only finished at the cross, but, so far as it
goes, it is quite explicit, quite unambiguous. It means love, peace,
pardon, eternal life. The lesson taught us at Bethlehem is the lesion of
grace; the grace of God, the grace of the Father and of the Son. we may
learn much, indeed, as to the way of life, from Bethlehem. It must nor,
indeed, stand alone; you must associate it with Jersualem. you must
bring the cradle and the cross together. But still it teaches us the first
part of the great lesson of peace. It says, though not so fully as
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Golgotha, "God is love". The beginning is not the end, but still it is the
beginning. The dawn is not the noon, but still it is the dawn. Bethlehem
is not Jerusalem. but still it is Bethlehem. And the Prince of Peace is
there. The God of salvation is there. The manifested life is there.

Do not despise Bethlehem. Do not pass it by. Come; see the place
where the young Child lay. Look at the manger; there is the Lamb for
the burnt-offering, the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the
world. These little tender hands shall yet be torn; these feet that have
not yet trod this rough earth shall be nailed to the tree. That side shall
yet be pierced by a Roman spear; that back shall be scourged; that
cheek shall be buffeted and spit upon; that brow shall be crowned with
thorns, - and all for you! Is not this love? Is it not the great love of
God? And in this love is there not life? And in this life is there not
salvation, and a kingdom and a throne?

At Bethlehem, the fountain of love was opened, and its waters have
gushed out in their fulness. The well of David has overflowed the earth
and the nations now may drink. The good news has gone forth from
the city of David, and all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of
our Cod.

Would you learn the way to God? Go to Bethlehem. See yon infant.
It is God, the Word made flesh. He is "the Way". "No man cometh
unto the Father but by Him". Go and deal with Him. So shall
Bethlehem be to you the gate of heaven.

Would you learn the vanity of earth? Go to yon manger where the
Lord of glory lies. That is reality; all else is hollow. What a vain world is
this of ours! Yon manger contains the only thing on earth of which it
cannot be said, "Vanity of vanities; all is vanity".

Would you have a safeguard against worldliness and sin and error and
the snares of the last days? Choose and keep the young Child's
companionship. Wherever you go, be like Joseph and Mary when they
fled into Egypt; take the young Child with you. Is it into the world's
business? Take the young Child with you. Is it into its relexations and
amusements? Take the young Child with you. If you take Him, all is
right. If you forget to do so, or find you cannot, all is wrong.

Would you learn to be humble? Go to Bethlehem. There the highest
is the lowest; the eternal Word a babe; the King of kings has not where
to lay His head; the Creator of the universe sleeps in a woman's arms.
How low He has become; how poor! Where shall we learn humility if
not here? All earthly pride is here rebuked and put to shame. Be not
proud, says yon Bethlehem manager. Be clothed with humility, say the
swaddling bands of yon helpess Child.

Would you learn to be self-denied? Go to Bethlehem. See the Word
made flesh. He "pleased not Himself". Where shall we find such self-
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hs at the cradle and the cross? where shall we read a lesson of
self-sacrifice, such as we have in Him who made rri.r.ii-lr noreputation; Who chose not Jersualem, but Bethlehem, foi FIis
birthp-lace, not a palace ror a tempre, but a stable for His first earthlyhome? shall we not be followers or His lowly love? stralt we noioeny
self? Shall we not stoop for others as He has stooped for us?

For Younger Readers
CARINE MacKENZIE

CHICKEN-POX
If you have ever had chicken-pox you will know how itchy and

uncomfortable it makes you feel. one little girl called Marianne 
"had 

it
recently. She was covered with spots from hiad to toe. Euery one was
very sorry for her and all sorts of cures were recommended to ielieve the
itch._ Granny said calomine lotion was best: Auntie thought ,witch
hazel'was more comforting: someone else suggested a warm-bath with
baking soda. After trying everything, the itch;as still so uggruuuiing
that Marianne said, "oh I would do anything to get rid of thilnicten-
pox!" Eventually, after a few days' discomiort, Marianne recovered,
thanks to the goodness of the Lord.

There was once a lady who was very ilI. Her complaint was far worse
than chicken-pox - she had internir bleeding and she had suffered
from this for twelve years. She tried every cure that she could think of.
She would do anything to get rid of hei disease. She went from one
doctor to the next and spent all her money on doctor's bills and
medicines. Did any of these cures help? No. Instead of imp.ouin!,ine
got worse and worse.

One day she was among a crowd of people who were thronging round
Jesus. She had heard of Jesus and she said to herself, ,,If I-coildjust
touch his clothes, I would be cured." So she came up behind Jesus and
touched the border of His garment. Immediately her breeding stopped
and she felt better.

Jesus knew that He had healed someone. He asked the crowd ofpeople, "who touched my clothes?" and He looked round directiy at
the lady. She was nervous and afraid but she came to Jesus and fell
down in front of Him and told Him all about herself and her sicknlss
and how she believed that He could cure her. Jesus spoke comtbrting,
loving words to her and she was made completely beiter.

Everyone of us has a disease that is far more serious than chicken-
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pox. This disease is called sin. It can make us very miserable and
eventually leads to death - eternal death.

We can try all sorts of cures for sin which do not work. We can push
sin to the back of our mind and concentrate on having a good time. The
Bible tells us "the pleasures of sin are but for a season." Sooner or later
they will become bitter to us.

We can try to sort out our sin by ourselves. We could resolve to be
good, to read the Bible as often as we could, to go to Church regularly
or to be kind to our neighbours, but in our own strength, we will soon
fail.

There is only one cure for sin. That cure is found with the Great
Physician, Jesus, "Who forgiveth all thine iniquities and who healeth
all thy diseases." (Psalm 103.3).

If we come to Jesus with this disease, of sin, He has promised to help
us. "Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out." (John 6.37)

He alone has the cure.

Quiz
What was the cure for:-
l. Naaman's leprosy. (II Kings 5.10)
2. Hezekiah's boils. (II Kings 20.7)
3. The Israelites' snake bites. (Numbers 21.9)
4. The Shunammite's Son. (lI Kings 4.34)
5. Blind Bartimaeus. (Mark 10.52)
6. The lame man at the Beautiful gate of the temple. (Acts 3.7)
7. The lame man at Lystra. (Acts 14.10)
8. The man with the withered hand. (Matthew 12.13)

Day by day the manna fell;
Oh, to learn this lesson well;
Still by constant mercy fed,
Give me, Lord, my daily bread.
"Day by day" the promise reads:
Daily strength for daily needs.

- Josiah Condor
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The Virgin Birth of
Our Lord Jesus Christ

ERNEST ROE

_ The Holy Scriptures definitely teach that the sacred humanity of the
saviour which He took into union with His Divine person was ttrepeculiar and alone work of the Holy Ghost upon the virgin uu.y. r*oportions are here given out of many. "The Holy Ghost sriall .o." uponthee, and the power of the Highest shall overshaao* ttree; trr.."ro..
{so- 1!at holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be cailed the Son of
9o9". And "She (Mary) was found with child of the ffofy Cf,ort.,,(Luke 1:35; Matthew l; 18). Several years ago I read of what one may
term indirect portions which teach the same truth; some of them areherein with others I have noticed in reading the Bibre, unJ t.."presented to the reader for consideration and, by God's utessin!, profit.
_ It will be noticed, of course, that there are but two genealogle, in tr,.
New Testament and both refer to the Lord Jesus ,,of ihe seed-of oavid
according to the flesh". (Romans l:3). The beroved physician was fitted
to express this truth in terms at once both delicate'and beautiful and,
under the Spirit, Luke gives what appears to be the een.atogy oiciirirt
by Mary. "Matthew traces His genealogy downlrom,iU.at,am to
Joseph, the husband of Mary, the mother of Jesus; Luke traces it
upwa.rds from Mary by-Joseph even to Adam, though she (Mary) is not
mentioned, because of a rule with the Jews that" rhe f;;ii; oi tr,.
mother is not called a family". (Dr. Gill on Luke 3: 23, 3g). This remark
of the Doctor leads one to -

(l) Genesis 3:15 where, it is judged, a very important expression
occurs which is capable of but one meaning, ,,Her Seed.,, Everything
is, so to speak, concentrated in this expression ".F1er Seed," not man,s
seed - a phrase not infrequent in scripture - but "her seid," apt iur.
occurring but once relative to Him who was to bruise the head of the
devil. Remember that among the Jews there was no such thing as a
woman's genealogy, inasmuch "as the family of the rnother is not"called
a family", and.then it becomes apparent thai this word,,,,her Seed,l ias
a most wonderful meaning. Here on the first page of Holy writ, where
yg laug the beginning of so much tord ur, *i hive the dbctrine of the
Virgin Birth of Chrisr revealed also.

(2) Psalm 69 is clearly prophetic of christ and His sufferings, and at
verse 8 the Holy Sufferer prayed thus: "I am become a ,t.aigei unto
My brethren, and an alien unto My mother's children." with riverence
we would submit for loving, prayerful consideration the absence of the

I
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word, "My father's children," and the mention of ''My mother's
children." The Virgin Birth will explain this text.

(3). In the holy nature of God forgiveness of sin without shedding of
blood was not possible and it is equally true that the Person sacrificing
for sin must be "cleen," but, "Who can bring a clean thing out of an
unclean?" Turn to Psalm 86, 16, "O turn unto Me, and have mercy
upon Me; give Thy strength unto Thy Servant, snd save the Son of
Thine handmaid." (See also Psalm 116; 16). Who is "the Son of Thine
handmaid"? Luke l:38 answers: "And Mary said' behold the
hqndmaid of the Lord"; here we have a complete answer to the
question above. The Lord could do and did the otherwise impossible.
(Luke l:37). The Virgin Birth explains these portions.

(4) We may now go to Jeremiah for another indirect proof of this
truth. "For the Lord hath created a new thing in the earth, a womsn
shall compass a man." (31:22). Observe, (i) it is a "creotion", (ii) it is by
the "Creitor," the Lord; (iii) it is a "new" thing - for who could have
thought of such a thing apart from revelation? (iv) "A woman shall
.o-pasr a Msn" - the Virgin Birth cannot be more delicately and
exactly expressed than in these words. "Evefy word of God is pulg."

(5). There are some omissions which speak powerfully. "Behold, a
virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His Name
Immanuel". (Isaiah 7:14). (This verse teaches directly, but it is used here
for its indirectness also). Compare Luke l;13 "Thy wife Elisabeth shall
bear thee a son," that is, Elisabeth shall bear Zacharias a son, and so it
came to pass; but when the Spirit speaks of Mary's Son He omits the
wotd "thee" for the very obvious reason that Mary does not bear a Son
to Joseph (Luke l:30-35). In other words, the doctrine of the Virgin
Birth lies in this omission.

Here is another omission equally as interesting and edifying. In the
genealogy as recorded in Matthew l, the word "begot" occurs: "Jacob

begat Joseph the husband of Mary." Observe well, it does not say
"J-oseph begat...." Observe the words "of whom", that is, Mary' After
"Jacob begit Joseph" the word is dropped by the Holy Ghost, and
why? The Virgin Birth explains. Note too, in the genealogy as in Luke
3, ihe word 'begat" does not once occur; thus most carefully guarded
is the doctrine of the Virgin Birth.

(6). Was any one ever absolutely holy before birth? Yes, but He was
oui Lord Jesus. .,Therefore also that holy thing which shollbe born of
thee" (Luke l;35). Hence, it follows that He Who was holy before birth
was born like as no other person ever was - the virgin Birth is sound
doctrine of God.

(7). There is a small word as far as number of letters is concerned, but
who'shall tell its depth of meaning. Study well the one little word
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"also" as seen in Luke_1.:36- It is used by the angel when speaking toMary about her cousin.Elisabeth. "And, tehold, inv .orri"'erirut.tn,
she hath elso...." Read again verse 31, words spoken to fnlu.vi"enO,
behold, thou shalt....".19* put the two expresiions togethei a, ti,ur,_(i) To Mary: ,.Thou shalt...."

(ii) To Elisabeth: ,,She hath also...."
Elisabeth was then bearing John the Baptist, and Mary was being atthat moment "blessed among women."'In this aura *a aun tunn ilraheavv weight of rhe doctrine bf the virgin eirth oi bt r]J;; 

';;;i 
rr.word, "olso". One word of God is beyond rubies for value andpreciousness.

(8) To confirm this - for confirmation follows rapidly and
londerfully,- note, th.at when Mary visited her cousin s'oon'afte.,Elisabeth "filled with the Holy Ghost,,' made no secret about thiswonderful doctrine, for "she spake wiih a roud voice, ail-;;td..."And whence is this to me that the mother of my Lord sirouta .o*. ,ome?" (41-45). Elisabeth was a hearty believer in and " o,lri .-p-nuti"preacher of this truth and, remember, she preached it as ,,filled *it tt.F{oly Ghost..... mother of my Lordj'

(9) There is something in tie quietness of .Ioseph as contrasted with-th^e_hearty singing recorded of Zacharias when John is born. The fatherof John breaks out in. a.wonderful song of praise to the I-oro liutel.:67-70), but Joseph, the. husband of Maiy, is quiet whire tutiiiioes trresinging: '-'And Mary said, My soul doth'magnify tt. t_oia, ;;t_yspirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour." we rais! no qu.rtion ln tni,thought as to Joseph's.godriness and his praise to God fbr the Saviour,
for he.was 1 

"just man'-'(Matthew l:19) but when it is remembered tnarthe "joy of a man-child being born was very great,'tu, tt"-rong ofzacharias proves), the silence of Joseph and'thle outuuist oi rurur-v i,highly significant. Silence is golden heie on the one part, wtrile o"it.other "Praise is comely". with Joseph it was "a tim" to i."p ,it*..";with Mary it was ,,a time to speak'i
(10) Luke 2:33. "And Joseph and His mother marvelled at those

T{ner which were spoken.of HiT',. It is suggestive in not ruyin!, ; Hi,
father and mother," but ,.Joseph and His iiother."

(ll). Luke 2:48, Mary said; ,,Thy father and I have sought Theesorrowing". observe how He replies to this. "wist ye not that i.uri u.about My Father's business?". How beautifully and t.ni..iv- rrechanges M_ary's "Thy father,, into ,,My Father," and ought,". to pu*
lightly -and thoughtlessly over these "words which tnJ uoty ctostteacheth"? Thus does He bring their statement into .onro..niry *itrr-ir,.parenthetical word in Luke 3:23, "Being (as was supposed) t-he son ofJoseph".

t
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The Old Testament Scriptures were divided into three parts known as
the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms. To this threefold division the

Saviour refers when He declared: "These are the words which I spake
unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled,
which were written inthe Law of Moses and in the Prophets, and in the
Psalms concerning Me". (Luke 24:44).It is believed that each of these
three divisions bear testimony to Christ as to His Virgin Birth no less
than to His sufferings, death, burial, resurrection and ascension to
glory. We have taken but a selection from the three parts of the Old
Testament, and shown how they meet their fulfilment in Him Whose
Name is Jesus - the Saviour of His people from their sins.

It is dreadful in the extreme to contemplate the alternative to this
truth of His Virgin Birth, but sometimes it is needful to study the

alternative, if only by way of increasing in beauty and glory the truth

stated.
With trembling then think: if He were the Son of Joseph? If He had

no birth in the manner the kriptures declare? If He were born as we
gre?

Who dare declare He was born in fornication, a term horrible to

associate with His holy Name, and yet that must be the alternative to

the doctrine of His Virgin Birth. This is the great "mystery of
godliness", but if His birth were not unique, then it becomes "the

mystery of iniquity", and the following would be true. We have no

Gospel; for we have no atonement for sin (no sacrifice could be

acceptable to God from a sinful man), we have no Mediator, no

Righteousness in heaven, no Throne of Grace, no answers to prayers;

we are guilty of idolatry, for we have "worshipped Him"; in short, if

there be no Virgin Birth, the ministry of the Gospel should cease, places

of worship should be pulled down, the Bible destroyed, and we cast

away our confidence and become a race of desperate atheists, and lie

down in death with no hope, no light, and no comfort for eternity. If

Christ were not born of the Virgin Mary by the miraculous power of the

Holy Ghost, then "we are, of all men, most miserable". But, thanks be

unto God for being made a partaker of that faith which believes
"mysteries", which receives what God has said in His Word. Has Christ

been revealed to your heart, reader? Have you ever worshipped Him

with loving adoration as the Holy Spirit has been pleased to reveal to

and seal this "incarnate mystery" on your heart? Then cleave to this

blessed doctrine all your days, for Christ loved and worshipped in the

heart is the inner blessedness of His birth. i

"...t
: { i



The Gospel Magafine 273

He is Precious
KENNETH ASHWORTH

The Rev. K. Ashworth is a retired clergyman living
in Sandbach. Cheshire.

Peter, introducing himself as "an Apostle of Jesus christ" writes to
the "elect" scattered throughout pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia,
and Bithynia. In other words, he addresses himself to believers
scattered throughout Asia and beyond. Many had been driven away by
persecutions and oppression, (see Acts lg; 2), many were facing
tribulation and great trials (l peter I verse 6), and peter writes ro
encourage and uplift them. He does so by pointing them to Jesus - and
no greater comfort and encouragement could he give than that. ,,The
love of Jesus, what it is none but His loved ones know". He knew that
they loved Him (l Peter l:8), and despite their present troubles they
were full of joy, rejoicing and glory (also l:g). They must therefore
brace themselves, continue in obedience to God by living in holiness and
remembering always the price of their redemption, not silver and gold
but with the precious blood of christ, through whom they believel in
God and had "been born again...by the word of God whiih liveth and
abideth for ever..."

JESUS THE SAVIOUR
Through the glorious Cospel they will grow in faith and in the

knowledge of God; they will grow in love to one another (Chapter I
verse.22 - they will grow spiritually, being precious to God, and offer
to Him continual praise and worship, just as in former days worship
and sacrifices were offered to cod in the Temple. Jesus is the ,,chief
corner stone" in that spiritual Temple of which they were now part.
Little wonder that the Apostle proceeds "unto you therefore which
believe He is PRECIOUS". Jesus is still precious to all who believe
in Him as Saviour, all who witness unto Him and live unto Him no
matter what the opposition or misunderstanding. He, says peter, is the
EXAMPLE the christian must follow in conduct and relationshios no
matter what the cost. (Chapter 2:ll-20).

That Peter loved to think and speak of Jesus is evident from the
closing verses of chapter 2. His mind went back to the events leadine to
Calvary. He remembered how his beloved Lord was reviled .,yet-He
reviled not again"; how He suffered yet He made no threats of
vengeance. He just committed Himself to-His righteous Father. so must

I
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the Christian to-day. Like the Lord Jesus we must commit ourselves to
God day by day - to be strengthened and guided by Him; to allow the
circumstances of our lives to be over-ruled by Him, to "seek first the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness" and know that all He. deems
necessary for our wellbeing will be supplied. (Matthew 6:33) The depth
of Peter's indebtedness to the Lord Jesus - and he surely speaks on
behalf of all who believe, then as now, is revealed in verse 24 of this
second chapter. Ponder again this wondrous, amazing truth. He, the
sinless One, in Whose mouth was found no guile, Whose lips voiced no
threats in face of undeserved suffering, He, the beloved Son of God,"His own self bare our sins in His own body on the Tree...by Whose
stripes ye were healed", as the Prophet Isaiah had foretold long before.
(Isaiah, 53:5). Yes indeed unto all who believe and know Jesus as
Saviour - the beloved Substitute - to Peter, to all to whom He was
then writing, to all believers to-day, He is PRECIOUS. Little wonder
that Paul, writing to the Galatian Christians expressed his greatest
longing thus "God forbid that I should glory save in the Cross of Christ
my Lord". (Galatians 6:14). Sometimes we too sing in our worship ,'In

the Cross of Christ I glory" or with John Newton "How sweet the
Name of Jesus sounds in a believers 941" - a Hymn referred to in the
Article "Olney revisited" in the July-August issue of The Gospel
Magazine.

JESUS THE LIVING LORD 1

Yet Peter's experience of the preciousness of Jesus was not limited to
His Substitutionary Offering of Himself on the Cross (the Tree) - that
preciousness sprang too from the glorious Resurrection of this same
Jesus from the dead. Jesus was the LIVING Christ Who had triumphed
over death. At the very beginning of his letter (Chaprer l:3) Peter
exulted in the glorious Resurrection "Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant mercy hath
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus from
the dead". Peter had no doubt about the Resurrection. no doubt about
the BODILY Resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and his would be a short,
cryptic reply to the sceptic to-day - to those who whilst agreeing that
Jesus rose from the dead, have no belief in the bodily Resurrection.
However scholarly, however eminent in position, to such a critic Peter
would reply without any hesitation "I KNOW Jesus rose from the
dead, because I SAW Him on the very day of the Resurrection" (See
Luke 24:34). In Chapter l0 of the Acts of the Apostles is recorded the
amazing way by which God led Peter to the home of a Gentile Centurion
living in Caesarea. There, in that home to Cornelius and all all assembled
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with him Peter spoke of Jesus in these words "God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power; Who went about doing
good and healing all that were oppressed of the devil, for God was with
Him....Whom they slew and hanged on a tree; Him God raised up the
third day, and shewed Him openly, not to all the people but unto
witnesses chosen before of God, even to us who did eat and drink with
Him after He rose from the dead and He commanded us to preach unto
all the people".

Was Peter at that moment thinking of that unforgetable breakfast on
the banks of the Sea of Galilee and the threefold question "Simon, son
of Jonas lovest Thou Me?". Humbly Peter had replied ',Yea Lord,
Thou knowest that I love Thee" and the Lord commissioned him "Feed

My lambs; feed My sheep" (John 2l:15-19). I wonder what our reply
would be to that same question and whether, like Peter we have
accepted the same commission and urgent need to feed the lambs and
the sheep for whom Christ died and rose again? May we indeed respond
as faithfully as did Peter and follow Jesus as he did.

The testimony of Peter concerning the bodily Resurrection of the
Lord Jesus is confirmed by Paul in that great l5th Chapter of his First
Epistle to the Corinthians "He was seen of Cephas, then of the
twelve,...he was seen of James, then of all the Apostles, and last of all
He was seen of me as one born out of due time" (Verses 5-8). Likewise
it was confirmed by Mary Magdalene. She was the first to see the empty
tomb, the first to see the Risen Lord. Having remained weeping near
the empty sepulchre after Peter and John had returned home from the
sepulchre, not yet realising that the greatest event the world has ever
known had occurred, she dimly saw Someone standing a little distance
away. Eyes blinded by tears, a heart full of fears, maybe an early
morning mist, she thought Him to be the gardener and said "Sir, if thou
hast borne Him hence, tell me where thou hast laid Him and I will take
Him away". Yes she would anoint and cherish the beloved Body. BUT,
wonder of wonders - Jesus saith unto her "Mary". Immediately she
recognised the beloved voice, NOW she knew that He had risen;
adoringly she fell at His feet and worshipped Him. As with Peter, so
now, she received from Him a commission "Go to My brethren and
tell". "Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen
the Lord and that He had SPOKEN these things unto her". (John 20:
l l-18). As Christians we to-day rejoice in a risen, victorious, l iving
Christ. It is for us boldly to proclaim the Bodily Resurrection of Jesus,
to confirm in daily experience of and witness to this stupendous truth.
The Word of God is our indisputable authority; the Words of Jesus our
daily comfort, guide and command. "My sheep hear My Voice, and I
know them and they follow Me" (John 10:27).

I
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JESUS THE RETURNING LORD .:
When at the beginning of his Letter Peter had exultingly voiced hrj

praise to Cod for the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, he
also wrote "According to His abundant mercy (He) hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope" by that Resurrection - a hope which was
centred upon "an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in Heaven for you who are kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed at the last
time" (l Peter l:3-5).

Peter was passing on to these scattered Christians facing trials and
tribulations the comfort he and the other disciples had received from
the Lord Jesus just before the Crucifixion. They were all sorrowful at
the thought of His impending suffering and death, and Jesus said to
them "Let not your heart be troubled, ye believe in God, believe also in
Me. In My Father's House are many Mansions...I go to prepare a place
for you...and I will come again and receive you unto Myself that where
I am there ye may be also" (John 14:l-6). What hope and comfort these
timeless words of Jesus have brought to countless sorrowing and grief
stricken Christians in every age. Peter wanted his readers to feast upon
this certain hope, and describing himself now as "a witness of the
suffering of Christ and a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed",
he urged them to continue their work as shepherds of the flock of Christ
knowing that when "the Chief Shepherd shall appear ye shall receive a
crown of glory that fadeth not away" (see also 2 Timothy 4:8).
This is the great Christian HOPE that "the God of all grace hath called
us to eternal glory by Christ Jesus". Man cannot achieve this glory in
his own strength; no one can earn a place in the heavenly home; the
world can offer no reward or possession to be compared to this great
Christian hope of eternal glory. With the Apostle Paul the Christians to
whom Peter was writing and the Christian to-day can rest assured "I

reckon the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us". (Romans 8:18).

In wondering love and gratitude we "behold what manner of love the
Father has bestowed upon us that we should be called the sons of
God... beloved now are we the sons of God... we know that when He
shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is"
(l John 3:l-3). Therefore continues John "every man that hath this
hope purifieth himself even as He is pure" and again "as He is so are
we in this world". (l John 4:17). On the same challenge springing from
the great Christian hope Peter wrote "gird up the loins of your mind, be
sober and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at
the revelation of Jesus Christ as obedient children... be ve holv for I am
holy ( l  Peter  l :13-16) .
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS
Jesus, God's beloved Son, is precious to all who believe in Him. He isprecious as SAVIOUR, ,,there is none other Name unA* n*u..,

whereby we must be saved" (peter in Acts 4:12); He is preciou, u, tf,"risen, victorious, Iiving Lord whose presence we can know every oay.
l'^L9, I am with you always even to the end of the world', irtruttr,.*28:20); He is precious because "seated at the right hana oi *,i'rurul.rtv
on High He ever liveth to make intercession foi us" (Hebrews t:iano
7:25). How precious indeed to know that we have a Lord, a Friend who
is ALWAYS praying for us. He is precious because on. AuV, tno*n
only of the Father (Acts l:7) He will come "again in like n'unn., u, y.
have seen Him go into Heaven,' (Acts l:11).

Precious is this Jesus who "died for our sins according to the
Scriptures... who rose again the third day according to the Scriituies...
who was seen... who must reign until He hath prit all .n.-ii, uno..
His feet, the last enemy that shall be destroyed is d-eath... o death where
is thy sting?...thanks be to God Who giveih us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ". (l Corinthians l5j.

Christian reader, may the Lord Jesus be increasingly precious to you
and to all who believe in Him. proclaim Him without ceasing ro. tt.
world needs Him so much; our beloved Nation needs Him u-rart uttthe troubles and evils with which we are beset. Let us heed the
exhortation given by the Apostle paul at the end of thai lreatResurrection chapter "therefore my beloved brethren, ue ye sieao-
fast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of tfie toiA,
forasmuch as ye know that your labouiis not in vain in the Lord". And
Tay we listen prayerfully to the words with which peter closes his
Second Epistle "But grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus christ. To Him be glory both now and for ever,,
AMEN.

From a Pilgrim's Notebook
A CHRISTMAS MEDITATION

THE BIRTH OF THE LORD JESUS (Luke 2:I_7)

Behold the sovereignty and the grace of God, and worship. The
eternal word, who created the universe took the form of the 

'human

99e$, yi{hgut ceasing to be God, to form the human embryo. CoJ tne
Holy Spirit placed this Seed in the womb of the virgin Maiy, Lu- i:35.
Oh the wondrous grace and power of God. His ways u.. t.yo"J ou,
human understanding. God caused the embryo to grow, so that the



278 The Gospel Magozine

babe should be born at God's appointed time, and in His appointed
place. Mic. 5:2. Ponder the sovereignty of God. He moved the Roman
emperor to sign the decree that all the Roman empire should be
registered; and each family must register in the town of his fathers. We
see Mary and Joseph arriving at the town of Bethlehem just at the time
when the baby was due to be born. It was there that the Lord Jesus was
born in a stable, and laid in a manger, "because there was no place for
them in the inn". Isaiah had written of Him, "He is despised and
rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and we
hid as it were our faces from Him. He was despised, and we esteemed
Him not". Isa. 53:3). Here we see this pattern set right from His birth.
"He came unto His own. and His own received Him not". Jn. l:12.

Let us take time now, to bow before Him and worship. The Saviour
of men must be identified with men, by becoming man, so He could
take our place, and bear our sins and the punishment of them. He must
be truly God, in order to include all the sins of men, from Adam to the
time when He shall come again. He must be eternal, so as to touch time
at all points. He was not part God, and part man. He was at the same
time perfect God and perfect Man; having two natures, and yet He was
not two persons; but one. This is a mystery beyond all human
understanding, but let us bow down in simple faith and worship in the
words of Frank Houghton, - "Thou who art God beyond all praising,

All for lovers sake becamest Man, Stopping so low but sinners raising
Heavenwards, by Thine eternal plan. Thou who art God beyond all
praising. All for loves sake becamest Man".

O Lord I worship Thee. Amen.
A.V.Mc.C.

Hark. those bursts of acclamation!
Hark! those loud triumphant chords!
Jesus takes the highest station;
O what joy the sight affords!
Crown Him? Crown Him!
King of kings and Lord of lords!

- T. Kellv- ,

A monument of grace, a sinner saved by blood, :i':
The streams of love I trace up to the fountain, God, 'q

And in His sovereign counsels see r i
Eternal thoughts of love to me. . t

- John Kent
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This little pamphlet deserves to be distributed
among those who celebrate ,,Gunpowder plot".

The Gospel MagaTine

BOOK REVIEWS
ENGLAND'S MEMORIAL Joseph lrons (2g Fpr FocusPulfications, 60p post free from 6, Orchard Road, Lewes, East Sussex,BN7 2HB).

Joseph Irons was the first minister of Grove chapel, camberwell, hisministry lasting from lgrg until his death in rg52. The Rev. Dr. D. A.Doudney, former Editor of rhe Gosper Magazine and close friend ofIrons, wrote of him: "Mr. Irons posarrad an imm.nse-urnount ornatural talent. To that talent were added Uotaness, 
- 
ene.gy,determinatiol. W9 question if a more systematic man ever'liv"J. rf.was a champion for the full truth of Gbd. Fearlessly and faithfu'y,during the whole of his protracted rabours, he proclalm"J"i"rT,'rr*

and finished salvation". Such was the man whopreached tii, s;-onon 5th November, lgl9, which Sermon is nlw tf,""tfulfv'"e"i,presented to the public. one courd wish that the pubrishe., iiuh #t.othe fact that it was a "5th November Sermon',, ui it *outa nu* gir.nthe reader the setting.

. Irons says: "the periodic commemoration of important events, withthe religious acknowledgements of God's distinguirting .u..-o'r'Hi,
Church in time of imminent danger, is one among the 

"many 
*ays inwhjch 1 Christian may express his gratitude, and is, in my view at least,a. dqq binding on the discipres oich.ist".-The sermon speats oi tnesignificant memorial which the day (5th November) represents, in"-ur",which christians should seek to make of it, and the relevance of theday's memorial "to the present times". Those ..present times,, referredto the early 1fth century, but Irons' main theme ind many of the deiailsstated by him are applicable to our own times. no, e^ampte, ;,,f,. ,piritof popery"; ',the inlets to the spirit of popery ln'proi.rLnt

communions". The day should be useir "to hand abwn to posteriiy furabhorence of popish domination" and ,,to awaken in the minds ofChristians a sense of the value of their privileges',.
Irons warns of the efforts being made ,.to gain popish ascendency,,,

and of other heresies (Socinianism, Armiriaririi,'e"tir"-i""ir-r"which may be considered as allies to the spirit of pope.y i-anOconcludes with reference to the day as "of importance to comfbrt thechurch in the worst of times". He does not forget to ctatienle-ttror.,
who, though Protestant in name, have no personal knowledge ofsalvation in Christ.

279

I

widely, especially

H.J .W.L .
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The Book on the Window-Sill and other stories, Gospel Tidings
Publications. 95 pp. f,l.50 postage 31p.

We are delighted to see a reprint of the Book on the Window-Sill
which was first published in 1957. This slim and attractive volume is a
book of short stories, all of them true, written by a West Country
doctor. They first appeared in the Gospel Magazine under the pen name
Dumoris.

All the stories are well told and are full of Gospel truth and
endeavour to set forth God's gracious dealings in the lives of sinful men
and women.

The reviewer was particularly drawn to the story entitled "Safe on the
Rock" which has reference to the ministry of the Rev. W. H. Krause of
Bethesda Chapel, Dublin. Older readers will recall sermons by Mr.
Krause which appeared regularly in our pages during the editorship of
the late Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes.

The book would make an excellent gift for young people at this time
of the year. It is warmly commended.

M.H.

The Work of the Holy Spirit Octavius Winslow, Banner of Truth.
Pp 223. f2.45.

This is the third Banner reprint of the l8ut0 classic. Dr. E. J. Young,
the Old Testament scholar said: "We do not properly study any verse of
the Bible unless we study it in the light of the context of the whole
Scripture".

Various movements of the Spirit have been interpreted by their
leaders with a more limited vision. They have stressed some aspect of
the Spirit's work out of proportion, out of context, out of due time.
The purpose of Systematic Theology is to see every aspect of each
subject of the divine revelation in perspective. This is an essential
approach in considering the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit to-day.
There have been so many and various man made explanations in recent
centuries, from the Roman Catholic, through the Pentecostal, to the
Charismatic, that an onlooker must suspect confusion! Dr Packer, in
his latest book, "Keep in Step with the Spirit", stresses that the correct
perspective on the Spirit's work is to see Him as the One appointed to
mediate to us on earth the benefits won for us by the death, resurrection
and ascension of the Saviour.

There are a number of small works of systematic theology directed to
opening up the Scriptures on the person and work of the Holy Spirit, of
which this gem by O. Winslow is one. It is reverent, thorough,
attractively readable, and faithful to the whole teaching of Scripture.
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There must be many young christians seeking spiritual enlightenment,
but puzzled by the divisions in the church.t. ttl best way iorltrem togrow in grace and in the knowledge of the truth is to studyihe scriptures
under the guidance of such a book as this. It is not *"od..n lrirliten
b9for9 many modern controversies arose), not partisan, but wriiten out
of a- desire to bring the whole teaching of Scripiure to bear on the work
of the Holy Spirit.

The breadth of the study may be seen from the themes - that the
Spirit is personal and divine; that He is the lifegiver; that ttre spirit
dwells within us and sanctifies us (in these two sect-ions ihe author glves
us the foundation evidence for Dr packer's thesis); He seals us,"and
witnesses to christ within us; that He is the author of our pruy..j thut
He is our Comforter through this tribulation. 

- 

W.J.p.

The Lord our Shepherd, J. Douglas MacMillan, paperback g6pp.
fl.50. published bv Evangericar presi of wares, Bryniirion, Bridgeno,
Mid Glamorgan.

This is an excellent little book of addresses on the 23rd psalm. The
author is a Professor in the Free church college, Edinburgh and who
has been an occasional contributor to the Gosfei Nrtagazini.

Mr. MacMillan is well qualified to write on the Shepherd psalm, he is
a-deeply spiritual expositor of Scripture and has the a-dvantage of teing
able to draw on his experiences of being himself a shepherd-for twelve
years before his call to the ministry. He is able therefor-e to bring telling
illustrations from his own experience. we cannot do better tha'n quote
from the foreword "christian doctrine must be translated into
christian experience, else it is arid and barren. That is the challenge, but
also the comforting possibility, that the author holds before us ii ihese
addresses.... all who read cannot but be helped and inspired".

Having sat under his ministry occasionally the reviewer is glad to
have this attractively produced book and to commend it others.

M.H.

D. M. Lloyd Jones, Banner of Truth Trust. 94 pp. f1.50.
Authority? That was the burning issue in 1957 when Dr. Lloyd-Jones

delivered this series of lecrures at a students' Conference in bntario,
canada. It is a burning issue today! There is a crisis of authority in
society and the problem lies in the church which has abandoned its
authority. No wonder, then, that this book has been re-issued on
numerous occasions.
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Following a brief introduction in which he states his reasons for
addressing himself to this subject the author proceeds to deal with it
under three headings: 'The Authority of Jesus Christ', 'The Authority
of the Scriptures' and 'The Authority of the Holy Spirit'. In a non-
technical but highly captivating style Dr. Lloyd-Jones underlines for us
the biblical teaching with regard to these three subjects. Here there is
progression from one theme to the other and the inter-dependency of all
three is underscored. There is, likewise, a happy combination of
doctrine and history and, throughout, a ready appeal to the Word of
Cod.

This is a splendid introduction to the whole question of authority and
may be studied with profit by the specialist or layman alike. We are
certainly glad to have it!

R .R .

Genesis Three. E. J. Young. Banner of Truth. Pp 165. f1.95. :

This is a reprint of the 1966 publication, with a photograph of E. J.
Young, who died in 1968. He was Professor of Old Testament at
Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia.

This volume is a verse by verse explanation of the record of the Falt,
of man in Genesis chapter three.

Genesis is the book of beginnings, - man, the sabbath, marriage,
sin & death, sacrifice, covenant, race, tongues, and election. Under Dr
Young's able exegesis we shall notice a few other things that began also.
For example there was 'modern psychology' saying to us, "the soul
should be free to develop and to express itself, and this it can do only
through freedom and love." This was involved in the temptation, "Yea,

hath God said you shall not...". Then again there is the modern
"scientific method". Says Dr Young, Eve followed what is sometimes
called "the scientific method". She believed herself capable of
evaluating all the facts of reality, including the fact of God and His
commands, and..of passing upon them an impartial judgement. In
breaking away from God however, Eve found not more freedom, but
slavery to her own sinful nature.

These examples are but two of many Christian principles and modern
problems unravelled by our author. We notice that he also proceeds
with a wealth of background knowledge of the Old Testament times.
On the phrase "Lick the dust", he enlarges, that in the days of the early
Church there was a non Christian sect called Ophites (Ophis, Gk.
Serpent) worshipping the devil under the form of a serpent. In recent
times there was a group of Yezidee devil-worshippers in the Druze
mountains of Syria, whose emblem was a serpent. On the "seed" 6f
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v. 15. he says, "the heart of the Biblical message is found in this verse.
And the heart of that message is Redemption." Dismissing the corrupt
traditions of various nations, he goes on, ,,In all the literature of
antiquity there is nothing which even resembles it; it stands completely
alone." Genesis is shown to be completely basic to the Gospel, and the
prime need on man's part is a new heart, and a new attitude towards
God. Then all falls into place.

A further principle which is of paramount importance to-day is
underlined by Dr Young when he speaks about the principles of biblical
interpretation. "we do not properly study any verse of the Bible unless
we study it in the light of the context of the whole Scripture." Dr
Young's life as a collegian, was spent elucidating such fundamental
principles as these, and we commend this and his other works to all
thoughtful Christian leaders.

The Banner have also published the following by Dr young, ,,In tne
Beginning", lectures on Genesis l-3; a commentary on Daniel; ..Thy
Word is Truth", on the principles of inspiration: ,.psalm 139" on the
Omniscience of God. He also completed a three volume commentary on
Isaiah, which we should be glad to see published in England.

w .J .P .

Rev. fohn Peers
After a considerable period of indifferent health the Rev. John

Caldwell Peers, a Trustee of the Gospel Magazine, was taken in August
to be for ever with the Lord. He was gracious and warm-hearted in
character. A close friend has written of him that he was ,,a beloved
brother", "a faithful minister and fellow-servant in the Lord".
(Colossians 4:7).

Mr. Peers prepared for the Ministry at the BCM and Theological
College, Bristol during the Principalship of a former Editor of The
Gospel Magazine, the Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes. Following ordination in
1936 he exercised a distinctive biblical ministry in parishes in the North
and Midlands. Latterely he was Vicar of Standon, Hertfordshire. He
served a period as chairman of the Lord's Day Observance Societv. We
thank God for every remembrance of him.

:
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NEW BOOK
8 Sennons by Rev. James Battersby (182+18991

Church of England Minister, of SheffieH.
Rich in Biblical expository truth; free and sovereign grace throughout. These

sermons have appeared in the pages of "The Gospel Magazine" over the years.

Hardback with attractive dust-lacket. lllustrations. 168 pages; price €4'95 + f1. p'

I p. Foreword by Frarrcis Coron.

Obtainable frcm:-
Christian Bookshop, 21 Oueen Street, Ossett, W. Yorks wFs 8AS.

Ready earlv November


