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Editorial
I wonder if you have been struck by the unusual word Maranqtha

which occurs almost at the end of St. paul's first epistle to the
corinthians? Perhaps you have puzzled over it. what dobs it mean?

The word is an Aramaic one - the language spoken by the Jews in
our Lord's time in Palestine. It is one of the untranslated words of the
New Testament like Ephphatha (be opened) and Aceldama (the field of
blood). It is thus a genuinely primitive word and goes back to the very
beginning of the Gospel era. The word is made up of t*o parts, Maran -
atha and is connected with the Lord and His coming in giory at the end
of time.

Maranatha is really a prayer - "our Lord come!". It is in similar
vein to the prayer with which the New Testament closes - ,,Amen,
even so come Lord Jesus". Here then is an advent prayer and
watchword. It is both an expression of hope and an affirmition of
faith.

our faith revolves around two great facts - one in the past, christ
has come; and the other yet in the future - christ will come. The
second advent is the complement of the first. we look back with
thankfulness to the great work of redemption on the cross and look
forward to the consummation of all things, when the kingdoms of this
world will become the kingdom of our God and of Ilis itrist.

The fact that the Apostle Paul uses this Aramaic word means that the
expression was well known and understood throughout the various
churches of the Roman empire. He did not consider it necessarv to
translate it into the Greek language. It had become un u...ot.d
christian password and was in common use by believers everywhere.

Maranatha reminds us that the church of the New Testament days
lived in the light of christ's return. This conviction determined their
whole attitude to life and death and the suffering some had to endure in
their service for Him. we need to recapture something of this attitude
today.

Anticipation and longing are expressed in this early christian prayer.
We cannot do better than make it our own - Maranatha _ 

-Come.

Lord come.
"With that blessdd hope before us,
Let no harp remain unstrung;
Let the mighty advent chorus
Onward roll from tongue to tongue:

Christ is coming!
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come!" (J. R. Macduff lg53)
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Where help is to be found
A sermon preached in Trinity Church, Buxton.

"Our help is in the Nome of the Lord who made heaven and earth."
Psalm 124:8.

What a re-assuring word this is and surely it is never out of place or
never out of season that "Our help is in the Name of the Lord who
made heaven and earth."

The Psalm obviously refers to some national deliverance and both the
danger and the deliverance are depicted in the most vivid of colours.
Men had risen up against Israel in tremendous force; it looked as
though it was all over; it looked as though the nation of Israel was to be
overwhelmed, but the Lord int€rvened, the snare was broken and they
were delivered. And God has often miraculously acted on behalf of His
people. You remember as soon as Israel came out of Egypt they were
confronted with the passage of the Red Sea and how wonderfully God
provided for them and made a way over. Was it any wonder that Moses
Itruck up his great song of triumph, "I will sing unto the Lord for He
hath triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider He hath thrown into
the sea. The Lord hath become my salvation." So sung Moses. Then
you remember a little further on in the sacred narrative they were
ionfronted with the Jordan and there again God in His goodness
provided a way over. In how many instances on their way of gaining
possession of the Promised Land God's people could say "Blessed be
ihe Lord who has not given us for a prey into their teeth" as we see in
this Psalm.

Yes, and God has frequently done great things for individuals. You
remember Noah, and what desperate days they were when Noah lived
on the earth, but we read that great word that "he found grace in the
eyes of the Lord." God dealt graciously with him' He so moved him
that he prepared an ark to the saving of his house. Or you remember the
story oa Joseph, and what a moving story that is! We can see God's
hand upon him and how God overruled all things, yes, and even in the
prison we read that "the Lord was with Joseph." He was not-alone'
And so it was with Moses and with David. And is it not true that He
also works wonderfully for His people today and sometimes His
intervention is nothing short of the miraculous. He is indeed the help of
His people in all their varied circumstances they can say "Our help is in

the Name of the Lord Who made heaven and earth."
Think for a minute of the omnipotent Lord; the Lord Who ':p6 His
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people is the One Who made heaven and earth. His works of creation
surely display His omnipotence and His sovereignty and it comes to this
that our Creator is our Preserver. In the works of His hands He has
given abundant proof of what He can do. He made heaven and earth.

Do you remember in your reading from Revelation that John tells us
that the worship of heaven is accompanied by these words, ,,Thou art
worthy O Lord to receive glory and honour and power, for Thou hast
created all things and for Thy pleasure they are and were created."
They acknowledge the creating hand of God in heaven. And it was
because Jeremiah believed that God had wonderfully made the heaven
and the earth by His great power that he could go on to say ,,There is
nothing too hard for Thee."

Was not this the very word with which Abraham was challeneed?
You remember when he was told that his wife, despite her advaiced
years was to bear him a son and Abraham was challenged, ,,Is anything
too hard for the Lord?" He made heaven and earth. he is more than
adequate to meet all the demands that can be made upon Him.

God's creative power is frequently referred to in the psalms. For
instance we read, "He stretcheth out the heavens like a curtain, and laid
the foundations of the earth that it should never be moved.', and man
owes his complete being to the creative power of God. So the first Book
of the Bible says that "God made man in His own image.', Man was
not evolved; man was created. He came forth from the Maker,s hands.
Or you remember the 8th Psalm, "What is man that Thou art mindful
of him or the son of man that thou visitest him? Thou madest him a
little lower than the angels; thou crownest him with glory and
honour." And again the Psalmist says ,,Thy hands have made and
fashioned me." "Our help is in the Name of the Lord Who made
heaven and earth."

Every Sunday we stand up to say the Apostles' Creed which begins,
you remember, with these tremendous words, ,,I believe in God the
Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth" and surely it is an
immense comfort to be reminded of this tremendous truth that the
omnipotent Creator is our Helper. There is no limit to God's power to
aid us in all our difficulties and our trials and our temptations, and we
rejoice in the blessed assurance that our God is omnipotent. Human
help is always limited - it must of necessity be so, but it is different
with the Lord. He is an Almighty Helper; there is no limit to His power.

Asa was King of Judah and there was a day when he was confronted
with an immense Ethiopian army and what did he do in face of this
tremendous challenge? Well, he got down on his knees and he prayed
this prayer, "Lord it is nothing with Thee to help whether with many or
with them that have no power. Help us, O Lord our God for we rest on
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Thee and in Thy Name we go against this multitude. We have no help of
ourselves. Help us O Lord our God," and that prayer was wonderfully
and abundantly answered so that the Ethiopians fled as one man.

Our spiritual foes are mighty and strong; our difficulties are many
and great but it is nothing with the Lord to overcome them. No problem
is too great for Him to solve. Our case may seem hopeless, yet the Lord
can intervene and appear for us in quite unthought of ways.

What about Hezekiah another King of Judah? Well there was a day
when he was confronted with the taunts and with might of the army of
Sennacherib and the great word that came to Hezekiah from this
heathen general and king was this, "Surrender or your lives are
forfeited." How did Hezekiah rally the nation at that time? Well, this is
what he did and what he said to them in a day of national peril "With

him" (that is Sennacherib) "is an arm of flesh but with us is the Lord
our God to help us and to fight our battles," and that, you know, put
new life into the nation and they rose up and in the strength of the Lord
they were victorious.

And should not we also encourage ourselves and take up Paul's great

challenge, "If God be for us who can be against us?" Oh there is every
encouragement to look to the Lord for the help that we need. We are
not to look to the world for our help; if we do we are doomed to
disappointment. Do you remember those words in Isaiah 3l where God
says, "Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help. Now the Egyptians
are men and not God." And you know this is the natural temptation
when difficulties and trials come upon us, we go down to our Egypt for
help instead of looking to the Lord who sits the King for ever. If we
want grace to help in time of need we are to come boldly to the throne
of grace where God dispenses the help that is needed and, furthermore,
we are assured that we shall never be forsaken and that we may boldly
say "The Lord is my Helper. I will not fear what man can do unto me'"
Daily we need strength and grace. We need to be "strengthened with
might by His Spirit in the inner man." We need to be strengthened in
the Lord and in the power of His might if we are ever to stand against
the wiles and the machinations of the devil. We need a strength not our

own if we are to overcome the world.
How wonderfully we are encouraged in our text. "Our help is in the

Name of the Lord who made heaven and earth." Oh yes, the Lord may
well use human instruments to help us but He alone is the Source of our
help. He controls all things so that we receive the help that we need so
that we can say, "Our help indeed is in the Name of the Lord who made
heaven and earth."

Take up your Bibles again and you will find that God's people in

every age prove that their help is in the Name of the Lord. What about

e
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the testimony of the Psalmist? He says .,My heart trusteth in Him and I
am helped" or again the Psalmist says, ,,I was brought low but He
helped me." Again, what about the Syrophenician woman who came to
our Lord. "Lord" she said, "my daughter is grievously vexed with a
devil; come and heal her," and, remarkable to say, the Lord just
appeared to ignore her. "He answered her,' says the narrative, ,,not a
word." And you remember how earnest she became and she said,"Lord help me" and the Lord turned to her and said, ,,Woman, great
is thy faith, go thy way, thy daughter is healed." Or what about the
Apostle Paul when he stood before Agrippa he said, ,,Having obtained
help of God I continue to this day" or what about Samuel and his great
commemorative stone that he reared and called it ,,Ebenezer, Hitherto
hath the Lord helped us." Can you not raise a stone of Ebenezer as you
look back over your life and say, 'Yes, hitherto hath the Lord helped
me.'? Do you remember the lines,

"He that hath helped me hitherto
Will help me all my journey through

And give me daily cause to raise' New Ebenezers to His praise."
"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us" and in every situation of need in

which we may find ourselves the Lord is ready and willing to be our
Helper. The help that He gives is adequate. It must be because it comes
from Him. It is divine, almighty help; it is God's help. Oh so often we
long to help others and we realise all too quickly that our resources are
totally inadequate, and there are times when we are in desperate straits
ourselves and others cannot help us and we have to take up the words of
the hymnwriter,

"Help of the helpless, O abide with me."
but the help that the Lord gives is always adequate.

And then it is always available. Do you remember Psalm 46? ,,God is
our refuge and strength a very present help in time of trouble?" He is
always near. He is always at hand to help, and the help that He gives is
sure and prompt. As that same 46th Psalm says, "God shall help her
and that right early." He is not a distant spectator of our troubles. He is
with us in them all. "Our help is in the name of the Lord who made
heaven and earth."

His help is adequate and it is available and it is always appropriate -
appropriate to the problems and the difficulties and the needs and the
perplexities of daily life. My needs are different from yours and your
needs are different from the one who may be sitting next to you, but the
help that the Lord dispenses is always fitting; it is always appropriate.
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Pardon the expression - it is tailor-made; it fits you; it is adequate; it is
appropriate; it is available.

What a lovely text "Our help is in the Name of the Lord."
But I have to say this before I close, the Lord has met our greatest

need in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. Do you remember that
great verse from the 89th Psalm where God says, "I have laid help upon
One that is mighty," that is, upon the Lord Jesus Christ, and, that
being so, we read that "He is able to save to the uttermost them that
come unto God by Him seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for
them." "He hath laid help upon One that is mighty" and by the
obedience of the Lord Jesus Christ unto death, He has provided eternal
salvation to all who believe. God's people have been redeemed; they are
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, but the source of this saving help is in God Himself. He
arranged, He planned it all, so that we may say,

"Oh the love that drew salvation's plan
Oh the grace that brought it down to man."

God in His love looked down upon our race "in His love and in His pity

He redeemed us" and brought salvation to us and God's people are
"saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation." And, if He has
provided that help, the greatest of all help, He will surely help us over
every other contingency that may come our way. "Our help is in the
Name of the Lord."

Oh let this truth be a comfort to you. Put it to a practical use when
you look up in the sky at night and see the heavens and the stars and the
moon, remember Who it is that made the starry heights, or in this
beautiful season of the year in which we can look around the world with
its fair beauty, remember Who it was Who made the world and He is
the One Who desires us to look to Him for help. Oh yes, says Paul, "He

is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we can either ask or
think." And surely we can say a fervent 'Amen' to the statement of the
Psalmist, "Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose
hope is in the Lord his God which made heaven and earth, the sea and
all that in them is." "Our help is in the Name of the Lord Who made
heaven and earth."

What is your problem? What is your difficulty? What is your
perplexity? What is your trying situation? Bring it and put it alongside
this verse and claim this promise for yourself and ask Him who made
the heaven and the earth to meet your need, and you will find that it is

true that our help, your help also, is in the Name of the Lord, the
omnipotent Lord, who made heaven and earth."

M.H.
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MacKENZIE

THE EAGLE

The western Highlands of Scotland are well worth a visit. Tourists
come from all over the world to see the impressive mountain scenery,
the tumbling rivers, the lochs and the glens.

One of the big attractions in this rugged countryside, is the chance to
see wild life in its natural surroundings. You may catch a glimpse of a
herd of deer on the mountain. You may see salmon leaping the falls in
the river. If you have sharp eyes, you may sight a bird of prey swooping
over the glen or perched on a telegraph pole or fence post.

One rare bird of prey which lives in the Highlands is the golden eagle.
It is a most majestic creature with a huge wing span of about 4 metres.
It makes its nest or eyrie high up on a crag, so seeing a golden eagle
would be a treat indeed.

One day a man was out walking in the hills when he caught sight of a
magnificent eagle, soaring effortlessly through the air. He watched as it
swooped down to catch a small animal for its prey. The eagle flew back
up towards its nest with the little creature in its claws. All of a sudden
the eagle plummetted to the ground like a stone. What had happened?
No shot had been heard. The man decided he would go to investigate.
He walked through the heather and bracken and eventually came to the
spot where the eagle had fallen. There it was lying dead on the ground.
In its claw was a small weasel. The animal had turned on the eagle and
bitten into its throat sucking its life blood, so killing it in mid flight.

Why did the eagle not release its prey? Why did it prefer to cling on to
this small animal which caused its downfall?

We can learn something from this eagle. How often sin
attractive to us. We go after it and refuse to give it up, clinging to it. Sin
will cause our downfall and eternal death if we hang on to it and love it.

Do you remember reading in the book of Acts about Ananias and his
wife Sapphira? They hatched a plot between them to lie about the
amount of money that they received for a piece of land. This sin was
their downfall and both died tragically as a result. But we should not
despair: for through the Lord Jesus we can find forgiveness. Only Jesus
can free us from the grip of sin. Who ever confesses and forsakes his
sins shall have mercy. That is a promise in God's word.

Do you remember King David? He sinned very seriously. But he
confessed his sin to the Lord and the Lord foreave him.

247
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If the eagle had dropped its prey from its claws, the weasel would
have died and the eagle would have lived.

No matter how pleasant and attractive sin is to us, it is doing untold
harm and leading on to eternal death. Jesus only can save us from this
death. If we confess our sin He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.

PUZZLE

l. Our soul escapes like a bird out of whose snare? (Psalm 124
v.7)

2. The Psalmist compared himself to which bird of the desert?
(Psalm 102 v.6.)

3. Which birds brought food to Elijah? (1 Kings 17.6.)
4. Which bird was sold at five for two farthings, but not one is

forgotten before God? (Luke 12.6.)
5. One of the things that were wonderful to the writer of

Proverbs was the way of an eagle where? (Proverbs 30. 19.)
6. Name one of the unclean birds that was not to be eaten.

(Levit icus I1.14.)
7. Those who wait on the Lord shall mount up with wings like

which bird? (Isaiah 40.31.)
Take the initial letters of your answers.
This is what you have to do to sin.

Hidden Gospel..Lost Souls! !
Paul sees the dimension of his ministry as a spiritual battle. In II Coi

4: | - 7 he speaks of the god of this world (an impostor and usurper)
who blinds men's minds lest the light of the glorious gospel should be
seen and the true God Who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, who reveals the knowledge of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
Our evangelism is in the realm of confrontation, contending for the true
God. We are christian soldiers "marching as to war" and the cost is
constant vigilance.

Firm opinions are unfashionable, particularly in supposedly religious
circles. Each may believe what he wishes, all contributions are gratefully

L
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received. Ecumenism between traditional denominations has now
declined into "multi-faith dialogue". The commission to preach the
gospel to lost millions is branded outmoded and ungracious and to
teach that only through christ are we saved, is considered bigoted. The
foundations of the Gospel are attacked through liberalism arising from
the rejection of the authority of Scripture.

Missionary enterprise has been affected by this new emphasis. To
take the message of the Gospel to other lands is labelled "presumption,'
- how dare we think that christianity is right and other reiigions
wrong? The function of the church has been reduced to seeking inter
racial harmony and contributing to social wellbeing.

The commission of christ is explicit - those without the Gospel are
without christ and without hope in the world, they are lost in their sin
and we know that only the message of salvation can carry good news to
them. we do not approach with superior patronising attitudes but with
the authority of the living God. The ways of paganism are a radical
departure, over the centuries, from the truth with which man was
created, as humanity gave itself over to that which dishonoured the
Most High. The duty to present the gospel is unchanged and
continuously urgent.

Islam is a vigorous, militant creed which seeks to subvert the relieious
life of Britain. our immigrant friends are welcome but they have izeal
for the "holy war of Islam" that finds a channel in the multi-faith
movement. No evangelism by christians can progress without a warm
and winsome approach but there is a need for a wise militancy for the
Gospel that outstrips the offensives of the Muslim.

Across the world there is incalculable need. with none of the liberties
that we are so anxious to provide here for our muslim neighbours, the
Arab in his native land is forbidden to seek to know the christian
message, evangelism is a crime, conversion risks imprisonment and
often death. It is treason, under Islamic law, to embrace christianity for
many rulers claim a spiritual as well as a civic prominence.

Islam has no gospel. Jesus is seen as the last of the prophetic line
prior to Mohammed. He is not recognised as the Son of God. The cross
was the death of someone else. Mohammed was God's prophet and the
promised comforter of John 14:26. Any hope for an afteilife of bliss
depends upon works, the fulfillment of the five duties of confession,
Prayer, Alms, Fasting and Pilgrimage; paradise if gained is a sensuous
state falling far short of the heaven of the Bible. The Muslim is in
darkness, though he says that he has light to contribute to our world -"if the light that is in them be darkness, how great is that darkness!"

The Arabic Evangelicalcentre is dedicated to reaching Muslims with
the Cospel. Many thousands of letters offering New Testaments,

t
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Cassettes and Correspondence Courses without cost' are sent to Arab
lands and responses are encouraging. There are those who are prepared
to run the gauntlet of persecution to discover the Truth of the Gospel.
Teams of people with the blessing of their churches. work to process
letters and packages to many lands. There are no salaried workers and
yet the Centre is a busy place. Why not pray for us and write to us for
further details:

The Arabic Evangelical Centre,
P.O. Box 140,

WOLVERHAMPTON
WV2 4NP

The Prophecy of Jonah
KENNETH ASHWORTH

: The Wonder of God's Grace
Chapter 3

At the end of Chapter 2 we listened to a great burst of praise from the
lips of the Prophet with which he concluded his prayer unto the Lord
"out of the fish's belly". "salvation is of the Lord" he cried. Then,
"the Lord spake unto the fish and it vomited out Jonah upon dry
land". Where exactly he landed we are not told and it does not matter.
What is of great significance is recorded in the opening verse of the
third chaptev - " And the Word of the Lord came unto Jonah the
second time. '.

THE MERCY OF GOD
Wondrous indeed is the mercy of God in His dealings with the

prophet. In the second chapter of his Epistle to the Ephesians St. Paul
wrifes "God, Who is rich in mercy" (Ephes. 2; 4). Paul had himself
experienced the wonder of that mercy on the Damascus Road and
through it his whole life was changed and instead of being a persecutor
of the Christians he became the great Apostle to the Gentiles and later
he was to write "by the grace of God I am what I am" (I Cor. 15;10).
Jonah had blatantly disobeyed the first command of God to go to
Nineveh and "preach against it". He had tried in vain to flee from the
presence of the Lord and go to Tarshish - in entirely the opposite-direction. 

We read that "he found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid
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the fare thereof and went down into it". The Lord, however, had
intervened by sending a great storm which prevented the ship from
continuing the journey. Then God, in His mercy, delivered Jonah from
the stormy sea after the mariners had thrown him overboard for ,,He
prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah," and he was in the belly of the
fish "three days and three nights" Again, God, in His mercy dilivered
Jonah - this time from the belly of the fish (chapter 2:10) - and the
prophet found himself on dry land.

Now, God spake to Jonah "the second time". He repeated His
former command in a threefold commission, a) ,,Go to Nineveh, that
great city; b) preach unto ir (not against it as in the first command); c)
the preaching that I shall bid thee. once again Nineveh is described as"an exceeding great city of three days journey" (about 60 miles in
diameter. Dr Tatford suggests that this would include the suburbs of the
city.). It was a very prosperous city, full of great buildings; many gods
were worshipped, notably Dagon, the fish god, but it was notorious for
its corruption, immorality and cruelty - "their wickedness is come up
before Me" (Chapter I verse 2).

Jonah was commanded to "preach the preaching that I shall bid
thee". obedience to proclaim the word of the God characterises all the
great Old Testaments Prophets e.g. Micaiah (I Kings 22; l4); lsaiah
(Chap.6); Jeremiah (Chap. I:17); Ezekiel (Chap.2:7); the Lord Jesus
Himself only spake the Word His Father taught Him (e.g. John g; 2g);
and the Gospel that Paul preached was,,not after man...but bv
revelation of Jesus Christ" (Galatians, Chap. I:12).

THE GRACE OF GOD

So Jonah was given a second chance to preach God's message to the
City of Nineveh. How often does our gracious God give new
opportunities to His penitent children though they often grievously
wound Him by disobedience. Our God is a God .,Who delighteth in
mercy (Micah 7:18-). Do you, dear reader, daily give thanks to our
merciful and forgiving Heavenly Father for renewed, though
undeserved, opportunities to serve Him? I often think of the wonderful
way by which Cod gave to John Mark a second opportunity to serve
Him. You will remember how Paul and Barnabas took the young John
Mark with them on their first missionary journey (John Mark was the
nephew of Barnabas). For some ungiven reason (Acts l3; l3) the young
man departed from them in Perga of Pamphilia and returned home to
Jerusalem. A little while after Paul suggested to Barnabas that they visit
again the Churches they had founded in the first journey. Barnabas
agreed but desired to take John Mark with them again. paul refused
and sadly he and Barnabas parted company. yet it was all in the
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merciful purpose of God. For Barnabas took John Mark on a
missionary tour in Cyprus. Henceforth he proved a faithful servant of
the Lord and was prominent in the early history of the Church. To him
we owe the second Gospel which bears his name, and it is touchingly
significant that in the last letter Paul wrote he thus referred to Mark
"take Mark, and bring him with thee; for he is profitable to me and to
the ministry". (2 Tim.4:l l -). Like Paul himself, Mark could have
surely written "by the Grace of God I am what I am". God's second
opportunities are wonderful indeed and have been effectively used time
and time again to His Glory.

OBEDIENCE TO THE LORD

To this second command of God Jonah was obedient. "He arose,
and went to Nineveh according to the Word of the Lord". How far that
was we are not told but it must have been a considerable journey. He
entered the city and went a "day's journey" (about 20 miles). As he
went he cried out the message God had given him. It was a short,
forthright message informing the people of Nineveh that "yet in forty
days Nineveh shall be overthrown". It was clearly a call to repentance
"The men of Nineveh shall rise up in judgement with this generation

and shall condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and
behold a greater than Jonah is here". The words of the Lord Jesus
(Luke II:32). What a strange figure he must have seemed. People
flocked to hear him. Just as the people of Judea and Jerusalem came
out to listen to the preaching of John the Baptist, so the people of
Nineveh came to listen to the preaching of Jonah. There was a
traditional belief in Nineveh that one day a man from the gods would
appear with a divine message. Was this the man? This would be the
question that many would be asking. Clearly the Prophet made his
message and warning understood and there was a remarkable response.

NINEVEH'S RESPONSE ]

From verse 5 we learn that the people of Nineveh made an immediate
response to the Prophet's grim and forthright proclamation. The whole
city was moved (cf . Matthew 2I: l0)- a fast was called for, sackcloth was
put on "from the greatest of them to the least". Even the king made a
dramatic response for he discarded his royal apparel, "covered himself
with sackcloth and sat in ashes". Moreover he caused an edict to be
published commanding all the people, the beast, herd and flock not to
taste anything, nor feed nor drink water. The proclamation continued
- "But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily
unto God; yea, let them turn every one from his evil way and from the
violence that is in their hands"
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TRUE REPENTANCE i

Here, indeed, are the marks of a true repentance. We do well to take
heed and look into our own hearts. Sorrow for sin was expressed in a
threefold manner a) fasting; b) prayer, and c) resolve to turn away from
evil living. John the Baptist demanded of the people who came to him
that "they bring forth fruit worthy of repentance" (Matthew 3:g).
Word or lip repentance is futile; penitence without fervent prayer is
little worth- the king urged them to ,,cry mightily unto dod".
Remember that there were numberless so called gods to whom the
Ninevites offered their sacrifices but now all were discarded. He had
faithfully preached the preaching which "God had given" and God
honoured that Word. The words of Isaiah were fulfilled in Chapter
55:II "My Word..shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish
that which I please, and shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it".
God always honours the preaching of those who are faithful to His
Word. How such preachers are needed to-day!

Further, the people were urged by the king to turn away from evil and
violence that "God will turn away and repent and turn away from His
fierce anger, that we perish not". God, of course, does not repent in the
same way as man is called upon to repent. In His mercy and compassion
He accepted their penitence, listened to their prayer and forgave them
and punished them not. "He did it not" are the words which end this
chapter. What a wonderful response it was. The whole city turned to
the Lord.

As we ponder upon this amazing event will it not be well for us to
heed words of the Lord Jesus in Luke II:32 to which reference has
already been made "the men of Nineveh shall rise up in judgement with
this generation and shall condemn it, for they repented at the preaching
of Jonah; and behold a greater than Jonah is here"? To-day, as
individuals and as a nation we need to turn to Cod in humble penitence,
turn from evil, and disobedience of His commandments; seek to
honour Him in daily living; in the observing of His Day; in crying"mightily unto God in prayer". It is surely the call to every Christian to
pray that as a nation we will turn to God and in the power of the Holy
Spirit learn to walk in His ways and be a witness for Him to the whole
world. We can take heart that "the Lord's hand is not shortened that it .
cannot save"; we can know that He is the great prayer- answering God
Who listens to and answers the prayers of His people who call upon
Him. Here is the call to every Christian - ,,pray without ceasing;' 1l
Thess. 5:17); be obedient to the Word of God and spend much time in
the study of that Word; give out this message to the people of our day
- "Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand',. We do not
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know the day nor the hour when the Lord Jesus will return. (Mark l3;
32-37).

REJOICING
This chapter does indeed give great cause to God's people to rejoice.'

God's unfailing mercy was bountifully extended to the prophet Jonah,
to the people and to the king of Nineveh. For the prophet was given a
second opportunity to take God's message to the people of Nineveh; the
people were graciously spared a well deserved punishment; and the king
was enabled to lead his people in that act of repentance which ensured
the remission of what seemed to be inevitable destruction. We can know
that "the Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in
mercy... For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy
towards them that fear Him" (Psalm 103: 8 & II.). God is calling this
nation to repent and turn to Him. Let us pray that the nation will give
heed to this call whilst there is yet time. May each one of us, like the
publican in the parable humbly draw near to God with the words "God

be merciful to me a sinner". It was the publican and not the pharisee, in
his self righteousness, that "went down to his house justified". So shall
we find peace with God; the peace which passeth man's understanding.
"Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through Jesus
Christ" (Philippians 4:7; Romans 5:I). That peace will indeed be ours
as we prayerfully "have fellowship with the Father, and with His Son,
Jesus Christ". (I John l-3). May this 3rd chapter of Jonah bring
blessing and joy to you as you contemplate and rejoice in the unfailing
mercy of our great and merciful God and in the saving power of His
Son. the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jottings from a
Pilgrim's Notebook

Luke 10;25-37. Eternal life.

This man was not sincere, he tempted Christ. He was a lawyer and
liked to talk about God's law; but in practice he was very possibly like
the priest and the Levite, who left a man in need to suffer and die. He
asked Jesus, "What shall I do to inherit eternal life?" i.e. to possess
and enjoy it. Jesus asked him; "What is written in the Law? how
readest thou? He answered. Thou shalt love the Lord thv God with all

:4
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thy heart and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all
thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself." Jesus said, "Thou hast
answered right: this do and thou shalt live."

Let us note carefully, Jesus is not saying, Do this, and as a reward for
so doing you shall receive eternal life. No man ever did, or could receive
eternal life as a reward for keeping this law. Do this and you will be
living. This is how eternal life is expressed; it is eternal life in action. I
remember how Jesus said: "this is life eternal, that they may know thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." Jn.l7;3.
This knowledge of God is a definite relationship we can have with God;
and since God is love, it is a relationship of love. Eternal life must be
expressed in love to God, and in obedience to His commands. So Jesus
said to the lawyer; Do this and you will be living in fellowship with God,
and with His Son.

We can only receive eternal life as the free gift of God's grace,
through faith in Jesus Christ. Rom.6; 23. When we have received it,
then it must be expressed in our love to God, and to our fellow man. As
I see this Samaritan ministering to the needs of a Jew: who in the
ordinary way would despise him, and have nothing to do with him, I see
fellowship with God in action. Oh Lord may I be so close to thee, that I
may learn to love like this, and not just to talk about it. Amen.

The First Epistle of John
A. V. McCANDLISH (Minehead)

VI. Fellowship with God means separation from this world.
1 Jn.2; 15/17.

"Love not the world." Fellowship with God is a fellowship of love.
See how clearly this is stated in God's relationship to Israel. "Hear, O
Israel; the Lord our God is one Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord thy
Cod with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
might." Deut. 6;4.

When the Lord Jesus was announced by his forerunner, John the
Baptist said, "I am not the Christ, I am sent before Him. He that hath
the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, which
standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's
voice, this my joy therefore is fulf i l led." Jn.3;28, 29. Paul wrote to the
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believers at Corinth, "I am jealous over you with godly jealousy; for I
have espoused you to one Husband, that I may present you as a chaste
virgin to Christ." 2 Cor. ll;2. He wrote to the Ephesians "Husbands

love your wives, even as Christ loved the church, and gave Himself for
it, that He might sanctify, and cleanse it with the washing of water by
the word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy,
and without blemish." Eph.S; 25-27. See how seriously our Lord
regards lack of love for Him. "I know thy works, nevertheless I have
somewhat against thee; because thou hast left thy first love. Remember
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first
works; or else I will come and remove the candlestick out of his place,
except thou repent." Rev. 2; 4,5. Paul wrote, "If any man love not our
Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema." l.Cor. 16:22. James tells us
that "Friendship with the world is enmity against God," or spiritual
adultery. James 4;4.

So John writes; "Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any mon love the world, the love of the Father is not in
h im . "  v . l 5

Now what exactly does John mean here by the world? Clearly he does
not refer to the earth and its creatures, for we read. "The earth is the
Lord's, and the fulness thereof, the world and they that dwell therein."
Ps 24;1. John is writing about a kingdom that is ruled over by Satan.
Three times our Lord describes Satan as the prince of this world,
Jn.12;31, Jnl4; 30, and Jn.l6; I l . Paul writes of him as the god of this
world. 2 Cor. 4;4, He calls it, "this present evil world. " Gal.l; 4. Jesus
said, "If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated
you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because
ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you." Jn.l5;18.19. Let us see how this evil
kingdom began. God created the earth and all its creatures. He made
Adam and Eve, and "gave them dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon
the earth." Gen.l; 28,29. Man himself was in communion with God,
and subject to God. God said, "Of every tree of the garden thou mayest
freely eat: but of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die."
Gen. 2; 16, 17 . We then read how Satan took the form of a serpent, and
came to Eve in the garden, and tempted her, "Has God said, you shall
not eat of every tree of the garden?" Eve replied, "we may eat of the
fruit of the trees of the garden, but the fruit of the tree which is in the
midst of the garden; God hath said, ye shall not eat of it, neither shall
you touch it, lest you die." Satan said, "ye shall not surely die; for God
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doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes will be
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." i,When the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to
the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took bf the fruit
thereof, and did eat, and gave also to her husband with her, and he did
eat." They died spiritually, for their communion with God was broken.
when they heard God's voice, they were afraid, and hid themselves
from the presence of God. Gen. 3;l-8. Consider what happened. Adam
and Eve chose to believe what Satan said, although ii-was a direct
contradiction of what God had said. They chose to follow Satan,s
temptation, rather than obey God's command, so their relationship
with God was broken, and they entered into a relationship with satan.
This marked the beginning of the rebellious kingdom of the world, and
it was based on three evil principles. Men were to seek to follow and
indulge their appetites. It was to be a ruling passion. John here calls it,
the lust of the flesh. Men were to seek to gain possession of all that they
desired. This was the lust of the eyes. Men were to seek a name for
themselves, a position of authority, or exaltation above others. This
was the pride of life. All who have been born of Adam and Eve. are
born with these three ruling passions; and a moments consideration will
be sufficent to recognise the fact that these three principles do dominate
the lives of all men and women, who are not born again. These are the
objectives that are pursued in every avenue of the activities of this
world. God's will, and commands are ignored. John Trapp calls
them,, ."the worldling's Trinity. pleasure, profit, and preferment, to
which he performeth inward, and outward worship". Here then we see
this Satanic world, and John says, "if any man love this world. the love
of the Father is not in him."

"For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
snd the pride of life is not of the Father, but is of the world..." i.16.

Men may profess to believe in God; they may profess to worship him,
but when these desires are given first place, then God is not in iny of
them. Now it is true that we all have bodies with natural appetites.
There is nothing wrong about desiring to satisfy any of them, they are
God given; but in every case it must be in accordance with the
commands of Cod, and in fellowship with God. Whenever any appetite
is indulged, in spite of God's commands to the contrary, so that iliakes
first place, then it becomes the lust of the flesh. There is nothine wrons
in looking upon, or admiring nice things, but when the desire tJpossesi
any of them becomes a priority, so that we feel we cannot be happy
without them, and we put the desire to have them before God,s will for
us; then they become the lust of the eyes, and are Satanic. There is
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nothing wrong in desiring a good position of power or authority; but if
it comes first in our lives, and must be pursued regardless of God's will;
then it becomes the pride of life, and is Satanic. It is in these three ways
that Satan exercises his power and dominion over men. He urges men to
claim these things as their rights, for these desires are natural to our
fallen nature. It was along these same ihree lines that Satan sought to
tempt our Lord. Jesus was hungry and had nothing to eat for forty
days. Satan said, "If thou be the Son of God, command that these
stones be made bread." Here was the lust of the flesh. But for Jesus,
God's will and word came first. He said, "It is written, Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God." Satan took Him to a pinnacle of the temple, and said, "If

thou be the Son of God cast Thyself down, for it is written, He shall
give His angels charge concerning Thee, and in their hands shall they
bear Thee up, lest Thou dash Thy foot against a stone." Here was the
pride of life, show your power. Jesus said, "It is written again, thou
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." Satan took Him to a high mountain
and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them.
He said, "All this will I give Thee if Thou wilt fall down and worship
me. " Here was the wealth of the world, the lust of the eyes. Jesus said,
"Get thee hence Satan, for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy Cod, and Him only shalt thou serve." Matt. 4;l-10. In all things
Jesus was ruled only by the will, and the word of God. Satan found no
response, he had no power at all, and had to flee.

"And the world passeth awoy, and the lusts thereof." v.17. .:
There is nothing permanent in Satan's world, it is passing away. Even

here and now, the satisfaction of any appetite is short lived. How
swiftly it is gone, and there is a craving for more; a craving which is both
insistent, and incessant. The lust of the flesh holds its victim in a
hopeless slavery, with no prospect of deliverance, except by Christ.
Neither is there anything permanent about wealth. It may be here
today, and gone tomorrow. It is corrupted by moth and rust, and
thieves break in, and steal. The desire is never satisfied, each treasure
that fascinates the eye; as soon as it is grasped, turns out to be nothing
more than a shadow. The poor victim is attracted again and again, only
to suffer disillusionment. Likewise the pride of life is nothing but an
empty sham. Man who is nothing more than a pauper, trying to give the
impression that he is rich. One who is really despicable and paltry trying
to appear great. One who is pitifully weak and feeble; seeking to wield
power, and authority. How unstable is Satan's world! It is passing away
with the lusts thereof. Where are they going? To the hell where they
belong, the place where they will be shut out for ever from the presence
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of God, or of anything good. The lusts will be there clammering for
indulgence, which is completely denied them. The picture is too awful
to contemplate; but it sets forth the folly of loving Satan's world.

"But he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever." v.17.

Jesus taught us to pray, "Thy will be done on earth. as it is done in
heaven." Heaven is the throne room of God, the place where the will of
God is always done perfectly, and without interruption. It is the place
of perfect bliss. one of the distinguishing features of the child of bod,
is that he does the will of God. David said, ,,Teach me to do thy will,
for thou art  my God." Ps. l43;10. c. f .  Mat.  7;2l . ln the doing of bod's
will, the believer finds the joy, and satisfaction, that the world of Satan
can never give. He begins his heaven here on earth, and it is an eternal
activity, for death cannot interrupt it. When death comes to the
believer, the Lord Jesus is present. Death is only allowed to release him
from the mortal body, so that our Lord may conduct him to the throne
of God, where he continues to do the will of God, but then perfectly,
and without interruption. In Thy presence is fulness of joy. It is in the
light of all this that John writes, "Love not the world." ,,The things
that are seen are temporal, but the things that are not seen are eternal.',

FORGIVENESS
Studies in Joseph (8)

W. J. McDOWELL (Belfast) .!
. :

The conduct of Joseph towards his brothers when they came to Egypr
to buy corn was kind, tenderhearted, forgiving, a ,feeble, pale
reflection' of God's attitude to us.

Consider WHAT THESE MEN HAD DONE. They had robbed
Joseph. Because of their hatred and envy he had suffered for years the
humiliation of slavery, and the misery of imprisonment. During that
time he could not enjoy the pleasures of a happy home, nor the freedom
to live his own life. In the long run God overruled everything for
Joseph's good, but the overruling of evil does not justify the doing of
the evil.

We all have been guilty of robbing Cod. Every time we sin we break
His commandments. We say, in effect, God is not righteous in
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forbidding this. He is not wise in prohibiting that. He is not kind in
giving commands contrary to my inclinations.

The indirect result of these men's actions was that Joseph was
unjustly imprisoned because we would not indulge in immorality.
Another indirect result was that Jacob lived in sorrow for 13 years
thinking that his beloved Joseph had suffered a violent death. We never
can measure the direct and indirect results of our sins. The case of
Adam illustrates this. The one sin of that one man has brought untold
suffering and misery to all mankind. Some sins are more sinful than
others, but there are no small sins.

Consider also WHAT THESE MEN COULD NOT DO. They could
not restore the lost happiness of those 13 years to Joseph. Theycould
not remove the grief of their father, Jacob. Men and women are able to
sin, but not able to blot out their sins, nor prevent their consequences.
The murderer can take away his neighbour's life; he cannot restore that
life.

Many attempts to cancel their sins are continually made by those who
have become conscious of the folly of their wrongdoing. "I will turn
over a new leaf", say some. But what about the past soiled leaves in
your book? They remain. "I will be generous to all good causes" says
another. Such think that their generosity will somehow compensate for
their past misdeeds. But we cannot change the past by anything we do
now. It is gone into history, and cannot be altered.

FORGIVENESS IS SURPRISING
Those acquainted in some measure with Christian teaching have an

idea that sins can be forgiven. We find such hope only in the Bible. No
other religion says "Your sins can be freely forgiven". We hear of
devotees of other creeds torturing themselves to gain inward peace and
the assurance of their god's favour.

Joseph freely forgave his brothers. He treated them as if they had
done no wrong. He demanded no compensation, no imprisonment, no
slavery. They were in his sight as if they had not committed crimes.

Joseph's pardon of his brothers is a very feeble illustration of God's
forgiveness of our sins. Our rebellion is against God our Creator, our
Lawgiver, our Judge. We have tried to rob Him of the Glory of His
authority, of the immutability of His truth, of the fulness of His grace.
We want to put ourselves in His place, and make our own laws, and
ridicule His. He demands, and must have punishment for our misdeeds.
In the revelation of Himself as "merciful and gracious" He also
declares that he will by no means clear the guilty (Exod. 34:6-7). "The
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wages of sin is death". Our offence is measured by the dignity of the
One Whom we offend. We sin against the eternal God. Our ,,sins
deserve eternal death"-

The righteous God is also merciful. He became man, and the God-
Man became sin that we might become the righteousness of God in
Him.

Dr Shedd in his History of Doctrine quotes from John Wessel: ,,Who
does not wonder to see the truthfulness of threatenings converted into
the truthfulness of promises, so that the strict truth is kent on both
sides, and in both aspects? These two contradictions are reconciled in
the Lamb of God, the infinite atonement of Christ. Christ. himself
God, himself the priest, himself the sacrifice, has made satisfaction to
himself, for himself and of himself.

In Christ we behold not only a reconciled but a reconciling deity; an
incarnate God who, in the sinner's pace, and for the sinner's salvaiion.
furnishes what his own attributes of holiness and justice require".

Our soul waiteth for the Lord: he is our help and our shield.
Psalm 33:20"Yesterday He helped me."With Samuel we raise our Ebenezer and

marshall the scattered memories (I Sam. 7:12)."Today He's just the same." In Him we confide. He is ,,our refuge
and strength, a very present help in trouble" (ps. 46:l). ,,present,' - at
our side. "Very present" - completely dependable."How long will this continue? FOR EVER! praise His Name!" ,,For
he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Heb. l3:5).

He who hath helped me hitherto,
Will help me all my journey through;
And give me daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise!

- John Newton
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Shalls and Wills

Amidst the wealth of Bible stores
And gems the eye of faith explores,
None with such joy and comfort fill
As Jesus '  covenant 'shal ls '  and'wi l ls ' .

Delightful words! The King's decrees!
Which rule all heaven and earth and seas:
All things in time ti l l  t ime shall end
Upon His 'shalls' and 'wil ls' depend.

Why are not feeble saints destroyed?
Why are not promises made void
And sin my utter ruin proved?
His 'shal ls '  and'wi l ls '  remain unmoved.

The weak become both strong and bold
While on these words faith keeps her hold,
Mountains must melt and waves be sti l l
Obeying Jesus ' 'shal ls '  and'wi l ls . '

These potent words subdued my heart
And made the love of sin depart.
Christ said "My purpose I ' l l  fulf i l ,
You shall submit and reisn I wil l."

These words a sovereign power convey'd
Confirmed each promise He had made
My ' i fs 'and 'buts '  I  la id as ide
And now in 'shalls' and 'wil ls' confide.

Joseph lrons.
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The Dwelling Place of God
COLIN DAWSON

Mr. Dawson is the Minister of Westoning Strict Baptist Chapel,
Bedfordshire.

"For thus saith the High ond lofty One that inhabiteth eternity,
Whose Name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, With him also
that is of a contrite and humble spirit, To revive the spirit of the
humble, And to revive the heart of the cctntrite ones." Isaiah 57; ,15.

The prophet Isaiah well knew as he conducted his prophetic ministry
in Israel that "they were not all Israel that were of Israel" but, as he
delivered the Word of God. it was a word on the one hand to the
righteous and on the other hand to the wicked, and in this short chapter
the pendulum of the message of God swings first in the direction of the
righteous and finally closing with a solemn warning to the wicked. It
begins by speaking of the righteous perishing. It has a few descriptive
words concerning the death of the righteous and merciful men, events
which go largely unmarked and unmourned by the generality of people,
but an event that does not go unmarked by God. "Precious in the sight
of the Lord is the death of His saints." Psalm 116;15, and we are told,
"He shall enter into peace." This, of course, is a recurring theme
through this passage - peace to the righteous - no peace to the wicked
- that a man can only know true peace when he is brought to
repentance and faith, when his sins are forgiven, when through the
atonement he is reconciled with God.

After the opening references to the death of the righteous the prophet
turns to address himself to the wicked, the sons of the sorceress, the
seed of the adulterer and the whore, those in Israel who were defiling
themselves, who had committed spiritual adultery and fallen into base
forms of idolatrous worship which was commonplace amongst the
nations that surrounded them. Their sinful idolatrous ways are
denounced from verse 3 through to verse 13. Here they are told of the
wretchedness of that way; they are warned of the judgment of God,
and the determination of the wicked to pursue his wickedness is so
vividly portrayed in these verses. They will not listen to the Word of
God and they think that, because for a time God holds His peace, allis
well, but God says that one day He will declare their unrighteousness,
He will expose their shame and they shall see that their life has not
profited them.

Then the prophet turns again to speak to the righteous, to the living
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people of God of his day, and I believe that through the message of the
prophet there is the unchangeable message of God to His people in all
time and in all places, and our text is taken from this second messaee in
this chapter concerning the righteous, a passage which again closis in
v.l9 on the note, of the promise of peace. "Peace, peace to him that is
far off, and to him that is near, saith the Lord; and I will heal him.',
Again, we are reminded before this chapter closes that the wicked are
not so, that the wicked do not share in the blessings of the peace just
pronounced upon the Lord's people, but they are like the troubled sea,
and for them there is no peace.

Do we know peace? Are our hearts at peace with God, and more
importantly is God at peace with us? Unless God is at peace with us we
cannot possibly be at peace with Him. Is God at peace with your soul?
Does He say to you the essence of the amazing message of His grace
that He delivered to the woman taken in adultery, "Dost no man
condemn thee? She saifl, No man, Lord. Neither do I condemn thee, go
and sin no more." John 8;l l, and again that gracious message of
Romans 8:l "There is therefore now no condemnation to them that
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." Is
God at peace with you? The place of peace is there so clearly described.
It is to be in Christ. If your soul is in Christ, then God is at peace with
you and you will be at peace with God. The soul that is at peace with
God will receive whatever God sends and will rest quietly and peacefully
in the covenant promise through all the storms, trials and difficulties of
life. It is very clear that the unbelieving men and women of our
generation are not at peace with God. They quarrel with God; they find
fault with God; they take the Name of the Lord in vain; they attribute
their troubles to God; they refuse to accept what God brings into their
lives as the Sovereign Lord of all; they are not at peace with God.

I want just to look briefly at this l5th verse for the wonderful
covenant declaration and promise which it contains. We are reminded
of the elevated language of this verse. These are the very words of the
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity. Here, without any shadow
of a doubt, is the word from God to His people - a word that makes
known to them that He has two dwelling places, one on high and the
other below, one in the eternal world and the other in the hearts of His
people. Not only, are they in Christ, but Christ is in them also. This,
then, is the language of heaven. These are the words of the eternal God,
the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity. Here we have the
benefit of God giving us a description of Himself. How very
presumptuous it is of us ever to attempt to describe God! We can only
attempt to do so in the language of revelation which is made known to
us through God's Word, but here God provides us with one of His own
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definitions of Himserf. How merciful it is to be reminded by God ofwho He is, for we can talk about the Lord sometimes in suct a casuatw1v. we forget He is the high and lofty one and we forget, trrai it rs"The eternal God who is thy refuge and underneath are tr,". "".rr"rting
a1ms.'l Deuteronomy 33;27 - the high and lofty one. tt is one or tnesins of men which is reproached uy doo, "Thou thoughtest ir,ut i *u,altogether such an one as thyself." psalm 50;21. we hive our thoughtsand our ideas and our ways, and in our folry we drag down God io belike ourselves, and He-is- not. His thoughts and His way, u.. not lik.ours. He is the high and the rofty one who inhabits.t.rniiy. i"",.. tr*significance of that, don't you? we inhabit time. Time 

-uri".t, 
u,throughout our lives. Everytiring we do, everything *. iuv -lH"t i,governed in one way or another by time. Even our meetings for worshipare under the constraint of time, but God is not. He does not dwell inthe regions under the constraints of time; He inhabits et.-itv. ir,.r. i,no pressure of time upon Him, upon His thoughts, upon His u.tionr,He lives in the eternal world, but Ae does not only live there, He reignsthere-. He is the lofty one that inhabits eternity. Et..nrtv i, ni, ,prr.r.,His domain. He is in charge of the eternal worid. This is the coJ*. trvto speak about. This is the God we try to pray to. This is the God weprofess to believe in, and who are *it,,wtrat is man tr,uirtou ur,mindful of him, And the son of man that Thou visiteth r,imi; prar.

8;4. oh what a step - what a stoop -, what grace is this rhat brings'ttreeternal God out of His eternar world down into our *o.ta to ?*elamongst such sinful people as we are!
He also tells us what His Name is - "the high and lofty one thatinhabiteth,eternity whose Name is holy" - God's Name. of course, anumber of different names are attribuled to the Almighty rn til. wo.oof God, but what a Nam_e is this! Holy - absorutery"holy -;ivi;ely

ngtt - inherently holy. we are all unholiness - we cannot conceive
what total holiness must^be- we may by God's grace rejoice inirt.imputed righteousness of christ, and ttrr righteo-usnes" oi cr,iirt i,imputed to us in that profound transaction *hich takes pru.. *n"i.uv"He was made to be sin for us that we might be made therighteousness
of God in Him." Bur we eu.. r..n.--ber that ni,1, 

-iiiit"a

righteousness, as He takes away their sinfulness and bears their sin andbecomes a victim and suffers in their place before the demands of a holy
God. God is essentially hory, and Hii Name corresponds to His nature.
His Name is a true refrection of His nature. No-one courd come to aholy cod except through a Mediator. If a sinner, however rnooilv
correct that sinner's life may have been, however consistently he mayhave walked, if he were to come to God whose Name is holy,'he *o"fa
instantly prove that God is a consuming fire - He would be'burned up.
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There is but one way to a holy God and that is through a Mediator,
through the Man Christ Jesus. God had consistently taught His people
through the sacrifices which He commanded to be made and the blood
which He demanded to be shed that there was no way to God but
through sacrifice, through the shedding of blood, and the message that
was taught in type and figure in the Old Testament is proclaimed with
the utmost clarity in the New that Jesus is the Way to God and that it is
through His sacrifice, His death and His blood we may come to a holy
God and that a holy God may come to us. And so the promise of this
verse must most certainly centre in the Person of Jesus Christ. A holy
God could and would never dwell with a sinner but through His beloved
Son the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now let us seek to listen with fear, with faith, with awe and with love
to the word which the holy God speaks to us. "I dwell in the high and
holy place." What a mercy to have a God who dwells in the high and
holy place! We need to be reminded of this; we who live upon the earth,
we are creatures of time. The Lord Jesus reminded His disciples of this,
of His Father, of His Father's house - the fact that He and His Father
were one - that, once His work upon earth was over, He would go
back to His Father and that in His Father's house were many mansions
and that the mission of the ascending Christ was to go and prepare a
place for His people, that one day He would come again and receive
them unto Himself that where He is there they may be also.

"I dwell in the high and holy place." It is to the high and holy place
that we come when we pray aright. It is to the high and holy place we
come when we sing God's praises aright. It is to the high and holy place
we come when the Holy Spirit teaches us and guides us and leads our
thoughts heavenwards and Godwards. Oh do you know anything ofthe
sense of relief and the peace, yea, and the joy of having your soul lifted
up to heaven, your thoughts taken out of the rut of earth and carried
heavenwards to Him who dwells in the high and holy place?

Furthermore, God's people have treasure in the high and holy place.
The men of the world, the ungodly, the wicked, have their treasure
upon earth, but the treasure of the saints is up there in the high and holy
place and their heart is there too, their affections are drawn out and up
to God, to the place where they one day hope through God's grace to
dwell with Him. Oh yes, the promise is that God will dwell with His
people in time and that they shall dwell with Him in eternity. And He
teaches His people about eternity, about heaven, about the high and
holy place, about His throne and He says: - "I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you unto Myself." John 14; 2 & 3. But that is not all. "I dwell
with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit". We can

' i

:t.

. :

'a1: .



G

The GosiiCt Mocazlirii 267

l .

accurately, scripturally view the whole of life from birth to death as
being possible for our God to come and dwefl with His peopG. He
receives little ones; He receives aged ones, but He will not dweil where
the proud and haughty look is to be found. He will not dwell where the
self-righteous Pharisee struts up and down. He will dwell with him also
that is of a contrite and humble spirit.

Now I have to say that no man, woman, boy or girl by nature has a
contrite and humble spirit. There are of lourse a variety - a
tremendous variety - of dispositions amongst men; some are naturally
meeker than others; some are naturally more humble in their outlook
than others, but that is not the subject under consideration really. The
unsubdued heart of man is basically proud. The heart that has noi br.n
h,mbled by Godls spirit is still trusting in its own goodness, its own
righteousness, still going about like the Hebrews 6f paul's day, to
establish a righteousness of their own. God will not dwell there. The
Lord Jesus declared, "I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance. They that are whole" (that is, in their own estimation of
themselves, all who adjudge themselves to be perfectly good and
healthy, responsible characters before God) "need not a ptrys-ician, but
they that are sick" and we are not sick in our own estimition until we
are shown what our state really is.

so these two definitive words, contrite and humble, describe the state
of spirit created within God's people by the Holy Spirit Himself. They
describe the state of a sinner after his conversion, not before.

contrite. what have we to be contrite about? well, a better question
would be, what have we not to be contrite about? what area of our life
is not infested by sin? All of it is. Holiness we cannot lay claim to -
g_oodness, holiness, perfection nowhere. we certainly cannot say before
God as a certain young man did before Jesus christ when confronted
with the teaching of the ten commandments, "All these have I kept
frol mf youth up."Matthew 19-20. We have to say all these are
broken, each and every one of them is broken, because they stand
together. The tables of God's law when once broken the whole is
broken. He who is guilty in one point offends in every point. we are not
naturally contrite; we are naturally proud. we do not naturally fall
before a holy God in confession of sin. we come before men and
proclaim our own goodness and tell abroad how honourable, how fair,
how just we are in our dealings with all. But when the Spirit of truth
shines into the heart of man it is another story then, and the words that
come forth from the heart are like these, "Behold, I am vile." Job 40;4.
Have you ever said that and meant it - meant every word of it, every
syllable of it, every part of your soul going with the ianguage, ,.Lord I
am vile?" Total depravity is not only a doctrine I hold in my head; it is
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a conviction I feel in my heart, and it causes me to cry out before God,
"Oh wretched man that I am." Romans 7;24.The heart that feels that,
is made contrite, not proud of himself or herself now, but lamenting the
power of sin within. The arrow of conviction has entered. "Thou art
the man" has fastened in the soul. "Guilty" is the verdict we bring
forth about ourselves. And where is all this done? Oh it is not done
before men; it is done before God. These are not the protestations that
we make amongst our fellow christians simply to be thought deeply,
spiritually orthodox. These are the confessions of the heart before God.
Later we shall make these confessions before men; we shall be anxious
that they should not think of us more highly than they ought to think,
that they shall be aware that we know ourselves to be sinners. This is
often the point where true spiritual unity starts; that is where the
knitting of the souls of the Lord's people comes about. Here is a man,
here is a woman who is troubled about his own sinful state, so am I. We
have something in common and we feel our sinfulness and we look to
the same glorious Saviour for hope of deliverance from our sins. The
heart is made contrite and humble. Not natural humility, not mock
humility - we must beware of both - true spiritual humility. Again,
true spiritual humility never parades itself. If you see someone who is
ever talking about his humility, how low he feels and how humble he is
and how he is not worthy to be present among the Lord's people, you
can almost be sure that that is mock humility. Real humility is the state
of our soul before God and if your soul is made humble before God you
will not need to go and tell people how humble you are. It is not the
words of your mouth that will convince others of your state' It will be
the way that you conduct your life.

"To be the meanest they're content," and we are not content to be
the meanest, we are not content to be the least, we do not naturally take
the lowest place - we want the top spot, we want to be thought
something. How long does the Lord bear with us and at length bring us
down gladly to embrace the lowest place because it is the only right
place for us. That is where the Lord dwells. These are the people the
Lord loves. Yea, the Lord is with them, not as a visitor, not as a guest;
He actually dwells there.

He dwells there for a purpose, and that is to revive them. "To revive
the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." It
may seem an absurd thing to say but I believe that often the most
spiritually minded people are those who feel themselves to be the least
spiritually minded. Those with whom the Lord is walking are often
those who feel to be a distance, because if your heart and spirit is
contrite and humble, you will not be saying great and fanciful things
about yourself and your religion. You will not be parading all your high
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and lofty experiences for the admiring view and gaze of others. you will
be saying, "I am a sinner; I know myself increisingly and feel myself
daily to be a sinner and my only hope is in that gtoiious Saviour, lyon
lovely Man' who died upon thar crois. He is ail iry hope; ie is att'-y
clgry; _I have nothing without Him," and so the Lord iomes to revive.

we hear much talk about revival. Some say it is so necessary. Some
almost feel that the church of God will go out of existence if we do not
get a revival soon. well, revival begins in the individual heart. Those
who have made a study of those true and genuine seasons of revival in
this land and others have discovered that often before the outpouring of
the Spirit in a wonderful outward way there has been the revival of tne
spirit of prayer and deep concern in the hearts of the Lord's people,and
those who were cold and far off have been brought near and their'cold
hearts have been warmed and they have known those seasons of
importunate prayer unto God, and so He comes. If the Lord is bringing
yoy 9.9yn and laying you low and exposing the sinfulness of your hiart
and filling you with a sense of shame and guilt, rejoice, rejoice, because
there is more to follow - there is more to come. He is going'to .o..
and dwell in that heart that is made fit for Him. He is !oin! to come
and revive that heart and revive prayer, love, faith, obediJnceland your
activity and your zeal and your joy, and give your spirits rrestr nre. oo
you feel to need that fresh spiritual life? Some of us have spent many
years in a christian profession. Long ago, we believe, the Lord
quickened our souls into life, yet how dead we sometimes feel to be,
how far off! Yes, we do talk about religion. we can preach the word of
God. our faith goes out to the truths of God and we do believe them
and yet we mourn in our own souls the lack of power and life before
God. oh the state of my soul is not judged by the fervour with which I
may preach. The state of your soul is not judged by the fervour with
which you may pray. It is how we are beiore God; how we conduct
ourselves when there is no one about but God. That is where we need
the reviving. So, if the Lord is bringing you down, humbling you,
showing you your sinfulness, stoppingyoui mouth, He is makiig'you
contrite and humble to dwell there and "to revive the spirit or"tn.
humble and to revive the heart of the contrite ones."

The humble spirit, then, is going to be tevived, and when God comes
to one, two or three or four and little groups of believers know the
reviving influence of the Spirit of the Lord in their souls who knows
what will follow? oh these are the best gifts to covet earnestly. oh that
we may pray for this reviving. If we get this reviving in our own souls
we may hope through the mercy and blessing of God that influence will
spread. Therefore, it is a living, a lively soul that has the greatest
influence in the world.
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John the Baptist was described by the Lord Jesus Christ as a bright
and shining light, a light that could not be hid. No one could deny the
reality of John's religion. His whole life was devoted to the Lord whom
he had come to declare. the Lamb of God whom he had come to make
known unto his fellow men. Could it be said of you that you are a
bright and shining light or are you a flickering candle that is almost out?
It is our mercy that the smoking flax is not quenched, but the smoking
flax needs to be revived that the wisp of smoke might become the bright
and shining light. Can you revive yourself? No, you cannot. Can I
revive you or can you revive me? No, we cannot. The power is of God,
the promise is the Lord's. He comes to dwell here, to revive the spirit of
the humble. Oh there is nothing to be compared to this reviving. I
believe I have known it once or twice in my life when my spirit has been
at a very low ebb and I could certainly not have lifted up my spirit, the
Lord has come and revived it. I need it again - this reviving of my
spirit - that I might be more prayerfully engaged in communion with
God, that I might be blessing God continually for all His mercies -

that I might be close in my walk with God and distinct from the world.
Do you need your spirit to be revived? Well, here is a promise, the
promise of the High and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity. You can rely
on the promise. This is what the Lord will do, but perhaps there is to be
a bringing down first, a laying low before there can be a lifting up. 'The

reviving of the heart of the contrite ones' - a revival of the affections.
Love to God is a wonderful thing. "We love Him because He first loved
us." I John 4:19.lt may be the case with some of us we can look back
upon the days when we did love God, when there was no denying the
fact that our hearts were moved and melted in love to our Lord Jesus
Christ. Do we feel like that today? Or do the reproachful words of
Christ to the angel of the church at Ephesus have a solemn significance
to us too? "Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee because thou
hast left thy first love?" Rev. 2:4. He has not left us; He never leaves
His people - they leave Him - shameful conduct - disgraceful
behaviour! But we do. We turn aside to the things of earth. We get
tripped up and fall into temptation. Our love grows faint and cold and
oh here is a wonderful promise, "The Lord will come to revive the
heart" that is, the affections, of the contrite ones, contrition coming
before the reviving of our affections. How the parable of the Prodigal
son aptly illustrates it. He went away from his father's house, spent
some time in that distant land, wasted his substance with riotous living,
went to work in the fields for someone who kept swine, then he came to
himself, and when he started for home he was filled with shame. He was
filled with a sense of his own unworthiness and, with the sense of
unworthiness, was the resolve to return to his father, I believe we can
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see from the Lord's own graphic description in that parable that the
moment he had the resolve to return to his father his father was on his
way to him, and the father ran to meet the returning prodigal and,
through contrition, he was restored to true affection - his hiart was
revived and he who was much forgiven loved much.

so we have looked briefly at this covenant promise of the eternal
God. These are the things that He will do. There are a number of
illustrations in God's word I have mentioned one - the prodigal son
- you may readily think of others. David in the Old Testament. perer
in the New - the runaway slave, Onesimus, who forsook the home of
Philemon and travelled in search of fame and wealth to Rome. onlv ro
be cut down there and brought back.

So that is the picture of this chapter, the straying, wandering one
brought back. our confession sometimes is the confession of David. ,.I
have gone astray like a lost sheep, seek rhy servant for I do not forget
Thy commandments," Psalm I 19:176, and our mercy is that God ;ill
never forget and never forsake His people. He may leave them awhile.
He may leave them as the prodigal was left alone in that distant rand
until they prove the wretchedness of their sinfulness, the deceitfulness
of their hearts, the emptiness and vanity of those things they have
pursued after in their folly, and until they are convinced of the reality
and the blessedness of the things of God and made glad to return, and
God's promise, you will remember, is this, ,,Return unto Me, and I will
return unto you." Malachi 3:7. Amen.

Joseph Hart
Joseph Hart, the hymn-writer, "dear Hart," ,,that dear man of

God," as his devoted admirers lovingly style him was born in London
about 1712. His parents who were gracious and steadfast calvinists.
worshipped at some Independent meeting in the City, and they
endeavoured both by example and precept to bring up their son in the
fear of God.

"I imbibed," says Hart, "the sound doctrines of the Gospel from my
infancy; nor was I without touches of heart, checks of conscience, and
meltings of affection, by the secret striving of God,s Spirit with me
while very young; but the impressions were not deep nor the influences
lasting." Soon after reaching the age of2l, he began to be under serious
concern respecting his eternal state. He says, .,The spirit of bondage
distressed me sore; though I endeavoured to commend myself to Codls

t
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favour by amendment of life, virtuous resolutions, moral rectitude, and
a strict attendance on religious ordinances. I strove to subdue my flesh
by fasting and mortification, and other rigorous acts of penance, and
whenever I was captivated by its lusts I endeavoured to reconcile myself
again to God by sorrow for my faults, which, if attended with tears, I
hoped would pass as current coin with heaven". His religion, however,
proved to be only superficial. Possessor ofrare natural talents, he was a
welcome guest in convivial circles, and the play-house, and the tavern
were his habitual resorts. He was indeed hearty in the devil's service.
"ln this uneasy, restless round of sinning and repenting, working and
dreading," he says "I went on for above seven years". Long after,
recalling those days, he likened himself to an insensate mariner, who
"sees yet strikes the shelf" and in one of the most agonising cries that
ever poet uttered, he exclaims, referring to the Lord Jesus,

"l broke His law and (worse than that)
:. Alas! I broke His heart."

,,1 WILL ARISE''
- In the year l75l Hart began to reform a little and to live in a more
sober and orderly manner. "And now" he says, "as I retained the form
of sound words and held the doctrines of free grace, justification by
faith and other orthodox tenets, I was tolerably confident of the
goodness of my state; especially as I could now also add that other
requisite, a moral behaviour." About this time he became united in
marriage to a young woman of whom we know nothing except that her
Christian name was Mary, that she was l4 years his junior, and that she
may have been the sister of the Rev. John Hughes, a Baptist minister
who succeeded to Hart's pulpit. This union, which was doubtless one of
the causes of his reformation, proved an ideal one and he became a
tender and attentive husband.

For several years he continued with a "lukewarm, insipid kind of
religion, yet not without some secret whispers of God's love and
visitations of His grace, and now and then warm addresses to Him in
secret prayer." Then, too, he regularly read the Scriptures, both in
English and the original languages, but he could not see that there was
any necessity for our Saviour's death, and often resolved that he never
would believe it.

When Whitefield returned to England in May 1755, Joseph Hart
went to hear him, and, under the threatenings of this powerful sermon,
Hart became thoroughly alarmed and manifested all the signs of a
sincere repentance of his sins. There was but one thought in his mind, 'l

will arise and go to my Father.' A few days later he fell into a deep
despondency because he had never experienced grand revelations and
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miraculous discoveries. He often fell on his knees and besought God,
with strong and frequent cries and tears, to reveal Himself in a clearer
manner. In the midst of one of these prayers, a voice said to him, ,,Do
you choose the visionary revelations of which you have formed some
wild idea, or to be content with trusting to the low, despised mystery of
a crucified Man?" Hart was enabled to prefer the latter, and the choice
gave him sweet comfort. "His Father had compassion on him.', But to
dejection he was still at times a prey. "From this,' he says, ,,I used to be
relieved by pouring out my soul to Christ and beseeching Him, with
cries and groans and tears, to reveal Himself to me." A verse of
Scripture answered his petition: "That which thou hast already, hold
fast till I come." Clasping fast his hands, he exclaimed with emotion, ,,I

would sooner part with every drop of blood than let go the hopes I
already have in a crucified Saviour." Another Scripture having
presented itself, "Behold! I come quickly, and My reward is with Me,"
he cries in ecstacy, "Come, Lord Jesus, come!"

THE EARLIER HYMNS

The week before Easter 1757 he had such an amazing view of the
agony of Christ in the garden as he knew not well how to describe. He
was lost in wonder and adoration and the impression it made was too
deep ever to be obliterated. "Notwithstanding all that is talked about
the sufferings of Jesus" he said, "None can know anything of them but
by the Holy Ghost, and I believe he that knows most. knows but verv
little."

This vision led him to resume his pen and within a day or two he
wrote the first part of the impassioned ode,

"Come all ye chosen saints of God."
All he aimed at was to enter into the deep mysteries of Gethsemane

and the intense reality of the sufferings of Christ. Even the name
Gethsemane "the olive press" had a deep significance for Hart.
Stupendous are the lines in which he represents our Lord as bearing all
that incarnate God could bear,

"With strength enough and none to spare;"
and what a picture of desolation is there in:

"Soon as the Chief to battle led,
That moment every soldier fled."

The black polluted Kidron is represented as rolling its torrent of sin
and the lyric ends with a stanza that connects sweetly the two surpassing
earthly gardens, Eden and Gethsemane. Forked lightnings play over this
hectic hymn, and none but a soul fluctuating betvreen mortal agony and
divine rapture could possibly have penned it. Gethsemane had for Hart
an ever-abiding fascination. He returns to the theme again and again.
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These moments of exaltation and tension were naturally followed by
a period of dejection. Even from his Bible he obtained little comfort.
One text in particular distracted him, "Cast ye out the unprofitable
servant." Despair began to make dreadful head against him. The
convictions he now laboured under were not like those legal convictions
he had formerly felt, but far worse, horrible beyond expression. He
looked upon himself as a gospel sinner, one that had trampled under
foot the blood of Jesus and for whom there remained no more sacrifice
for sin. He thought the hottest place in hell must be his portion. In this
state he composed the hymn "The Doubting Christian." Then followed
an illness: he was waked one morning with intolerable pain and amidst
this excruciating torture which lasted near an hour one of the first
things he thought on was the pierced side of Jesus and what pain of
body as well as soul He underwent. He feared to close his eyes lest he
should awake in hell. He ran to places of worship especially to The
Tabernacle in Moorfield and the chapel in Tottenham Court Road
where he received some comfort, but in the general almost everything
served only to condemn him. About this time he became personally
acquainted with Whitefield and a friendship ensued between them
which was severed only by death. About this time he heard a sermon
from the words, "Because thou hast kept the word of My patience, I
also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon
all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. (Rev' 3;10) He
hastened home when he says "I felt myself melting away into a strange
softness of affection, which made me fling myself on my knees before
God. My horrors were immediately dispelled and such light and
comfort flowed into my heart as no words can paint. The Lord, by His
Spirit of love, came not in a visionary manner into my brain, but with
such divine power and energy into my soul that I was lost in blissful
amazement." Nevertheless, when he considered his past life, he could
scarcely believe there was mercy for him. "What for me, Lord!" he
cried. "Yes, for thee," replied a voice. "But I have been so unspeakably
vile and wicked"; moaned poor Hart. "I pardon thee," followed the
voice, "fully and freely. Thy own goodness cannot save thee, nor shall
thy wickedness damn thee. I undertake to work all thy works in thee
and for thee; and to bring thee safe through all."

"The alteration" says Hart "l then felt in my soul was as sudden and
palpable as that which is experienced by a person staggering and almost
sinking under a burden when it is immediately taken from his shoulders.
Tears ran in streams from my eyes' I threw myself willingly into my
Saviour's hands, lay weeping at His feet, wholly resigned to His will,
and only begging that I might, if He was graciously pleased to permit it,
be of some service to His church and people."
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Hart's hymns are arranged in the order in which they were written.
When dealing with the subject of ,Holy Days' he says,

"Some Christians to the Lord regard a day,
And others to the Lord regard it not."

He probably wrote this hymn in answer to some exceilent friend who
remonstrated with him for making so much of Good Friday and the
festivals. His affectionate argument is, "My dear brother, the shell is
certainly not the meat; but, all the same, commemoration is no sin.
You have your reasons for not observing these days, I have mine for
observing them. Our condescending Lord will approve both of us."

"Let each pursue the way that likes him best;
He cannot walk amiss, that walks in love."

The -four hymns produced at Christmastide, 1757, breathe, every
one, a holy joy that has lifted the hearts and spirits of thousands who
have sung or read them. The weakness of tho Infant Jesus - a little
child born in little Bethlehem - appealed to Hart persistently, and the
world's harsh treatment of its Lord and King was never for long absent
from his devout meditations:

"But see what different thoughts arise
In ours and angels, breasts;

To hail His birth they left the skies,
We lodged Him with the beasts."

Few hymnists can approach Hart when he is upon the subject of
sorrow.

"Boast not, ye sons of earth.
Nor look with scornful eyes;

Above your highest mirth
Our saddest hours we prize.

For though our cup seems fill'd with gall,
There's something secret sweetens all."

Also another cheering reminder;
"Trials may press of every sort,
They may be sore, they must be short."

Many of his hymns were intended simply for private reading.
rn 1759 was the publication of the Hymn Book. His home at this

period and for the rest of his life was over a shop - the sign of the
Lamb - near Durham Yard on the south side of the Strand which. with
its unending stream of coaches, chaises, drays and wagons, was one of
the noisiest streets of London. The shop was called ,,Hart's
warehouse" and it pleases us to assume that the name of the sisn was
of his own choosing. No doubt a board with a painting of a lam6 hung
and creaked over the entrance - an appropriate sign for him who sang,
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"My portion is the Lamb", whose thoughts were never long absent
from "The Lamb for sinners slain."

The hymn
"As when a child secure of harms

Hangs at the mother's breast"
should have for lovers of Hart a peculiar fascination, seeing that it
carries us right to his fireside, and sets us down in the very midst of his
family circle. We see him seated in pensive mood, with writing materials
before him. It is a plain apartment, with uneven floor, and old and
worm-eaten wainscoted walls, which are bare save for a bookcase,
whence look down upon him his old friends the classics, including his
favourite 'Horace' and along with them the best English devotional
books from John Flavel to Isaac Watts, each of which had tinctured his
mind. A girl about six, and a boy of four - the latter, sad to say,
subject to epileptic fits, are playing at his side, and hard by is his wife
nursing a child of ten months or so. Something - the rattling of a
window, perhaps - startles the sleeping infant and ,.he fondly strives
to fling his little arms about her neck." To use his own expression, ,,the
thoughts come quickly enough, but it takes some time to hunt for the
tinkling rhymes." However, he at last finds them. with the result of an
idyllic and touching picture teaching the lesson of the importance of
renunciation of self and absorption in the Beloved Shepherd.
Entrance into the MINISTRY

Hart's first sermon was preached in the Old Meeting House, St.
John's Court, Bermondsey, and he seemed to have served occasionally
in other chapels. The burden of his cry was Phil. 3;7,8,9. "What things
were gain to me those I counted loss for Christ.,' As was said by
Shrubsole, in his allegorical way, Hart, using his ..philippian powder,
blew up - making a terrible explosion - the city of self, and was the
means of causing many to quit that city."

No man had a deeper knowledge of the depravity and the needs of
the human heart than he who wrote.

"Let not conscience make you linger
Nor of fitness fondly dream;

All the fitness He requireth ''rr
' Is to feel your need of Him."

His IMMORTAL PIECE OF PROSE, THE EXPERIENCE
A few diamonds in it:
"None can make a Christian but He that made the world."
"It is the glory of God to bring good out of evil."
"Prayer is the task and labour of a Pharisee, but the privilege and

delight of a Christian."
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"God grants not the requests of His people because they pray; but
they pray because He designs to answer their petitions."

"God's design is to glorify His Son alone, and to debase the
excellency of every creature."

"No righteousness besides the righteousness of Jesus (that is, the
righteousness of God) is of any avail towards acceptance.""To be a moral man, a zealous man, a devout man. is verv short of
being a Christian."

"ihe dealings of God with His people, though similar in the general,
are nevertheless so various that there is no chalking out the paths of one
child of God by those of another.""Faith and holiness, with every other blessing, are the purchase of
the Redeemer's blood; and He has a right to bestow them on whom He
will, in such a manner and in such a measure as He thinks best.""It is not so easy to be a Christian as some men seem to think.',"Mere doctrine, though ever so sound, will not alter the heart.',"A whole-hearted disciple can have but little communion with a
broken-hearted Lord."

"A prayerless spirit is not the Spirit of Christ. prayer to a Christian is
as necessary and as natural as food to a natural man.""The usual way of going to heaven is through much tribulation.""The sinner who is drawn to Christ is not he that has learnt that he is
a sinner by head knowledge, but that feels himself such bv heart
contrition."

"A true Christian is as vitally united to Christ as my hand or foot to
my body."

"A believer talks and converses with God.""A dead faith can no more cherish the soul than a dead corpse can
perform the functions of life."

"Where there is true faith there will be obedience and the fear of
God."

"Faith, like gold, must be tried in the fire before it can be safelv
depended on."

PASTOR OF JEWIN STREET CHAPEL
In 1760 Hart became minister at the Independent Chapel in Jewin

Street - a huge wooden, oblong building, with four large galleries
which had been erected in 1672 for the eminent presbyterian divine,
William Jenkyn. Jenkyn's friend, the great John Flavel, had spoken
from its pulpit. ln 1754 it had been hired by a congregation of particular
Baptists, pastored by the Rev. Thomas Cranmer; but in 1760 they
removed to Meeting-house Alley, Redcross Street, and the congregation
which chose Hart for pastor took their place. Hart from the first
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attracted large congregations. He was no sooner settled in his pastorate
than he began to write more hymns. Two hymns on sickness point to a
serious illness in the summer of 1760.

"Lord" he cried, "Hear a restless wretch's groans .'J
Or if I never more must rise.

But death's cold hand must close my eyes,
Pardon my sins, and take me home;
O, come, Lord Jesus, quickly come!"

But he was restored once more. Hymns were suggested by the death of
King George II who expired suddenly,

"A moment brings us all to dust"
Hart was probably a spectator of the funeral solemnities. He was as
loyal to the reigning family as anyone, but he looked upon kings in a
different light;

"Ah, what avails the,pompous pall,
The sable stoles, the plumed hearse!

: fo rot within some sacred wall,
Or wound the stone with lying verse.

"Blessed are they and only they,
Who in the Lord the Saviour die;

Their bodies wait redemption's day,

. And sleep in peace where'er they lie."

HART IN THE PULPIT
It is pleasant to be able to obtain some glimpses of Hart in the old

wooden galleried chapel in Jewin Street. The service usually
commenced with a hymn given out by the clerk, John Katterns, and we
cannot be wrong in assuming that it was often one of those entitled
"Before Preaching" that the congregation sang with fervour.

"Oh may not duty prove a load,
Nor worship prove a task,"

and that they with equal fervour besought the Father to send His
quickening Spirit to put the souls of pastor and people in frame, and to
grant that the scattered seed might produce "a copious fruit".
Preaching was to Hart no easy task. Though the Lord was pleased to
confirm him in His everlasting love to his soul yet he was at times so left
to the buffetings of Satan for the trial of his faith and to such clouds
and darkness on his soul that he has been oftentimes obliged to preach
to the church with sense and reason flying in his own face, and his faith
at the same time like a bruised reed; insomuch that he has often done by
the church as the widow of Zarephath did to the prophet Elijah, who
made him a cake of that little she had. when she herself seemed at the
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point of starving. Hart's delivery was soft and pleasing, and in his
sermons' as in his hymns, he studiously avoided parade. He defended
with all his might the peculiar doctrines of the Gospel; the free
justification of the sinner by the imputation of christ's iighteousness
and salvation alone by His precious blood; the new birth and finat
perseverance of the saints; always insisting upon a life and conversation
bec-oming the Gospel. Like Dr. cill he often complained of the neglect
of fervent prayer among the people in general, and he continued to-use
the "Philippian powder" and yet again the ,.philippian powder." The
service usually concluded with one of the fine hymns of dismission. At
the communion table Hart was known to have much of the power and
presence of the Lord Jesus. when, on account of sickness or anv other
reason he was obliged to have recourse to a supply, he was most careful
in his choice. He made it his invariable rule not to ret an Arian or an
Arminian or any unsound preacher occupy his pulpit. His usual saying
on those occasions was ,,I will keep my pulpit as chaste as my bid."
These were the happiest days of Hart's life. He was "a little kine of a
little people", bound to him by the beautiful and indissoluble coids of
gratitude and love.

Only one of his sermons has been preserved, namely, that entitled,"The King of the Jews." which was probably preached on christmas
morning 1767.

HIS LAST DAYS AND DEATH - 24th May 1768
The new year brought sickness once more to the sign of the Lamb.

Mrs Hart fell ill and was invalided for the rest of her life. Hart's own
health had given way - he recognised that his days were drawing to a
close. Notwithstanding his sufferings, he continued his labours at iewin
street. He was like the laborious ox that died with the yoke on his neck:
neither would he suffer it to be taken off, for he preached christ with
the arrows of death sticking in him.

At last these painful efforts had to be discontinued and Hart took ro
a bed from which he never again rose. The country was overwhelmed in
gloom as with a pall. Although war had ended so long previously as
1762 the ministers still retained the taxes which had been imposed for
military purposes. Many people had scarce clothes to cover their naked
bodies and only scanty provisions of food and that mean and coarse.
Political disturbances were rife and frenzied multitudes poured in
unending streams through the seething strand. The din filtered through
the bed curtains of the dying man and, as evening closed, his window
panes reflected the flare of the passing torches. on hearing that some of
his own people were still sympathetic towards the rioters. he turned
uneasily on his bed, and expressed himself ,,grieved to the heart." If
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Hart was moved by these circumstances, he was also moved by the
knowledge that he was leaving a sick wife and a young family totally
unprovided for, to wit, a girl of about sixteen, his poor afflicted son
who was "almost stupid by epileptic fits', two boys, one eight the other
ten, and an infant of sixteen months. But he was not the man to lose
courage. We have seen pride give place to humility and unbelief to a
faith in the Almighty that has never been surpassed. He had learned the
great lesson which holds alike in literature and religion that to be
everything one must first of all be nothing. He waited upon God."Whenever" he used to say "I know not which path to take, I to the
Saviour speed my way." He has summed up his convictions in that
memorable verse:-

"But they that in the Lord confide.
And shelter in His wounded side.

Shall see the danger overpast,
Stand every storm, and live at last.',

With him there were no "ifs" and "buts" - all was certainly at the sign
of the Lamb.

To the end he was upheld by his unwavering confidence in his
Redeemer. When the damps of death were upon him he said, ,,I know
myself to be a child of Cod, and an heir of glory. Judas was lost that the
Scripture might be fulfilled; but the Scripture would not be fulfilled if I
should not be saved." These are his last recorded words. His dear and
angelic spirit had winged its way into the holy presence of Him who
said, "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world."

Hart's remains were conveyed to Bunhill Fields, the resting-place of
Bunyan, Defoe, Dr. Owen and many other eminent Nonconformists. A
vast multitude - estimated at 20,000 persons, assembled and spread
themselves among the tombstones and on the mounds in order to pay a
final respect to the revered writer and pastor.

(From The Life of Joseph Hart by Thomos Lttright I9I0)

"l

Editor's Note

In response to request we include in this issue the Index for 1985 and
also a title page which is needful for those who have their copies bound
into an annual volume.
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BOOK REVIEWS },

The Three.Marys. A Moody Stuart. Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 316.f2.95.
This classic of devotion, eloquence, and sound scriptural exposition,

was first published in 1862. The author was Minister of Free dt Lut.,,
Church-, Edinburgh, and reveals his gracious, caring, pastoral ministry,
coupled with a faithfulness to the Siripturai message.

^The Three Marys are Mary of Magdila, Mary of Bethany, and Mary
of Nazareth. what a treasure housJthis is of the feminine 

'gi".., 
u"avirtues revealed in hosts of the saints. The volume J*rirl orexpositions of many of the most inrimare relationshipi in i[.-ir.*

Testament.
Mary of Magdala culminates in the story of the resurrection,"Rabboni", the realized Lordship of the Saviour. ,,Touch -. noiil -

evidence is now superflous. Service lies ahead -,,Go to -yt..iir..n,
and say to them..." whatever be the rules of church o.gunirution,-trra
highest privilege is for all, ,,Go".

Mary of Bethany, is a picture of deep friendship and its
consequ€nces. Mary - the wise chooser; Mary, the quiet listener; Mary,
the noble worker.

Mary of Nazareth, the mother of our Lord, has many lessons for us.
She began as "the thoughtful child of the covenant", progressed as athoughtful enquirer, became a simple believer, a patient endurer, acorrected disciple. She witnessed the death and resurrection of all ner
hopes, and became a key witness to His glory, and ,,the Magnifer of the
Lord". The last note on her was that "she continued in"prayei and
supplication". Says Mr Stuart, .,May it be mine, may it be yours, in the
end of our lives! Amen."

This is a new publication in our day, It is as relevant to-day as when it
was written. May it bring as wide a blessing.

w.J .P .

Grow in Wisdom. Susan Harding. Banner of Truth. 95p
This has twelve pages of large type reading for young children

explaining basic, though difficult, christian doctrines. ThJ numbers
one to ten are involved in bringing out the teaching of Bibte stories, e.g.
One God, Jesus two natures, Eight saved in the Ark, nine lepers'said
Thank You. Profuse simple coloured illustrations assist each r.rrug..
The.closing page, a prayer from psalm g6 to be sung to crimond is'an
excellent idea to fix the teaching in the heart.

w.J.P.
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The Revival of Religion. Addresses by Scottish Evangelical Leaders
delivered in Glasgow in 1840. Banner of Truth. Pp 449. f6.95.

Such eminent names as the Revs. J. Bonar, A. Moody Stuart, R. S.
Candlish, A. Cumming, Wm. Arnot, C. J. Brown & Patrick Fairbairn,
assure the reader that this volume is of the highest quality in
scholarship, spiritual insight, and vision.

The earlier chapters summarise the work of Christ, the work of the
Spirit, the place of the Word of God, and the Sovereignty of God, in
evangelism. This section may fairly be called a miniature body of
theology and pastoral psychology, stated as a basis for considering the
place of revival in Church and personal christian life.

Following this are encouragements from Prayer, Promises,
Prophecies, and Church history. Changes and revival are God's method
in the extension of His kingdom. Attached to Mr. Lorimer's lecture is a
sketch of revivals in the European Reformation churches, which is of
considerable interest and encouragement.

Finally a number of addresses describe the signs of revival, its fruits,
hindrances, necessity, and give practical advice to leaders in conducting
or guiding revivals when times of spiritual refreshment come, together
with the duties of all christians in prayer, expectancy and diligent
witness. Our chief need, says Dr Fairbairn, is twofold, faith in the
possibility of the work (of revival), and a sense of personal
responsibility in regard to its production. If all preachers could master
the material in this book their ministry would be biblically and
historically enriched, their courage and confidence much strengthened,
and much progress made towards revival in our own times.

There is a section of biographical notes on each lecturer.
W.J.P,

Truth Unchanged, Unchanging. Editor S. M. Houghton.503pp The
Bible League, 4 Godwyn Close, Abingdon, OX14 lBU. f,7.50 (plus f2
P&p).

This is a beautifully produced book containing a selection of articles
which appeared in the Bible League Quarterly between l9l2 and 1982.
There are articles by such stalwarts as Preb. H. E. Fox, Thomas
Houghton, Dr. Basil Atkinson, E. J. Poole-Qonnor and A. E. Hughes.

The book has eight sections and all are helpful and useful. Section II
on Scripture: its inspiration, authority and infallibility is especially
useful today when the Bible is again under attack in certain quarters.

"Truth Unchanged, Unchanging" is a mine of information and
provides us with a very useful work of reference.

M .  H .
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YOUB BIBTE?
Of course you'd hate to part

with it. And we aren't going to
ask you to, but. . .

Do your realise that some young
Christians in Africa have never

yet had a Bible?
Others are better off - they

share one between 4 or 5
students in their Bible Class.

Would you like to help us send
God's Word to people like those?

As you give, we urge you,
brethren, to pray for us.

Gifts to:
Blythswood Tract

Society
Lochcarron Ross-shire,

rv54 8YD.


