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Editorial
j

I write on the subject of discouragement - something which is very
common and from which few are exempt. Discouragement is not
something peculiar to the present day, although we miy have it in a
more acute form. In the old Testament we find it recorded that David"was greatly distressed... but David encouraged himself in the Lord
his God" (l Samuel 30:0.

David was at his lowest ebb; he had encountered a succession of
Iosses, his position was gone and his authority disputed. How then did
he deal with the situation?

what strengthened David in that dark hour was the conviction that
in spite of it all, he had a grip of God's hand and better still, that God
had hold of him. On one side, calamities, loss, treachery and peril;
and on the other side - GOD. The Lord was sufficient for David.
What a great thing to be able to say ,,God is the strength of my heart
and my portion for ever".

In times of discouragement we need the fellowship of God's people.
Fellowship is vital - the sharing of our joys and sorrows with others
who are like-minded. we are to encourage one another. Sometimes
God allows us to pass through some trouble or other in order that we
shall be able the better to help others.

We need furthermore to remind ourselves of the providences of
God, of how we have proved Him and been helped by Him in former
days. John Newton could say:

"His love in time past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink.
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review

:' Confirms His good pleasure to see me right through".

Lastly, and by no means the least important, in our times of
discouragement we should seek God's face in prayer. David could say"in my distress I called upon the Lord and He heard me" psalm lg:6.
None ever called upon Him in vain. How thankful we should be that
we are invited to "come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. 4:16).
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Departure, Returtr, Union
A sermon preached in Trinity Church, Buxton

"In my Father's house sre many monsions; if it were not so I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go and
prepare a ploce for you, I will come again and receive you unto
Myself, that where I am, there ye may be also." John 14, 2 & 3.

There is in these words of our text both simplicity and depth. They
carry us into the unseen world. They carry us beyond time, and yet the
simplest believer may lay hold of them. And how many countless souls
down the centuries have found comfort and solace here when they
needed it most. "In My Father's house are many mansions. I go to
prepare a place for you."

Now there is a familiar image underlying these words because it was
customary in those days for travellers to send someone in advance to
prepare lodging and to make arrangements for them. You have it if
you look in the Gospels where on one occasion our Lord sent His
disciples before His face into every place where He should come. They
went on ahead as the forerunners, and when the end drew near and He
desired to eat with them the Last Supper He sent two of the disciples
ahead to make preparation. Now our Lord takes this office to Himself
of the Forerunner, and in His case there is the blending of majesty and
lowliness. In a sense the office our Lord assumes is that of an inferior
and a servant and yet it implies authority over every corner of the
universe. His final return is mentioned here and it lays claim to
immortality. What lovely verses they are!

Let us look at these verses and we shall find three things - three
great truths.

First of all He speaks of His impending death, His going away and
speaks of His ascension to heaven, He speaks of His final return in
glory and those three truths are all here in two verses. Let us look at
them.

First of all let us consider the departure He speaks about at the
beginning of this chapter - His going away from the disciples was
really a journey taken in two stages involving Calvary and Olivet and
He means by this phrase of "going away" that which began with His
death and ended with His ascension and they are both embraced in
this phrase. Of course, in a very real sense He prepares a place for us
by His death. You remember the High Priest in the aricient ritual of
old, once a year was privileged to lift the heavy veil and to enter the
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Holy of Holies, and carrying in his hand the blood oT sacrifice, but
says the New Testament, the way into the Holiest of all has been
opened by the death of Jesus Christ. In the Epistle to the Hebrews
Paul says, "He entered into heaven itself" with His own blood and
having overcome the sharpness of death He opened the kingdom of
heaven to all believers. Yes, He has prepared a way by His death and
so the hymn is right when it says,

"There is a way for man to rise,
To that supreme abode,"

or as Mrs. Alexander has put it
"He only could unlock the gate .{

Of heaven and let us in."
He has procured the right for every believer to enter heaven. He has

prepared a place by His death.
But the dominant thought here is that He is preparing a place by His

ascension at God's right hand. He prepares a place for us by His
entrance into and His dwelling in the heavenly places, ,,I go to prepare
a place for you."

Now we do not know everything about heaven but we know enough
for mind and heari to rest upon. We do not know exactly how our
Lord is preparing a place for us but we have the assurance that He is
doing it and the thought of what lies beyond would surely be
bewildering but for the fact that we know that Christ the Saviour and
Christ the Forerunner has gone on ahead. And notice the authority
with which He speaks. "If it were not so, I would have told you." Here
is Someone in possession of all the facts. He does not speculate. He
knows and where others question He is quietly sure. ,,If it were not so
I would have told you." There is honesty.

Now the Bible has much to say on the subject of heaven but it
generally teaches in terms of negatives on this subject rather than
positives. For instance, we are told that nothing will enter in that
defiles and that "there will be neither sorrow nor pain for the former
things are passed away," and our Lord has not told us all that man's
curiosity would desire to know, but we know enough, that Christ has
gone before and that He is preparing a place for His people. I am very
fond of those lines of Richard Baxter where he says,

"My knowledge of that life is small
The eye of faith is dim, $r

But 'tis enough that Christ knows all,
And I shall be with Him."

Notice how beautifully it is spoken of here, "in My Father's house"
says our Lord. What a touching and a sweet expression. Home means
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a tremendous lot to us (at least I trust it does), if it does on the
ordinary level how much more on the heavenly level! You see, it has
the thought that all in heaven dwell as a family. It gives the thought
too of security and ample provision, "In My Father's house." And
notice the next words, "are many mansions." 'Mansions' give us the
thought of permanency. It is contrasted with our present bodies which
you remember the Bible likens to a tent - a tabernacle soon to be
taken down. But there are not just some mansions, but many
mansions. There will be room for all believers, for the least as well as
the greatest, for the weakest as well as the strongest. There is a
spaciousness about it too, "In My Father's house are many
mansions."

Let me remind you of two other figures that we get in the I lth
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews where the writer says heaven is
likened to a 'better country' to which we are travelling as strangers
and pilgrims. The same chapter says "For we look for a citl' which
hath foundations whose maker and builder is God." And the walls of
heaven shall never crumble; they will never need pointing; they will
never need any attention because it is perfection. Life in the r*'orld to
come will be rich beyond all comparison. "I go to prepare a place for
you." Here I suggest we have a double form of the work of Christ,
His work on earth, His work in heaven, His work in the past and His
work in the present. In heaven He intercedes, He is doing His work of
preparation, and we may well think that it involves thought and love
and care and behind the veil there is activity, Christ is preparing a
place for His own blood-bought people. How thankful we should be
that in heaven we have a loving Saviour, One who is enthroned in the
place of power and able to meet our every need. We should be
thankful too that we have an understanding Saviour Who "is touched
with the feeling of our infirmity." He understands; He knows about
our temptations and He knows something of our problems and
perplexities, and He not only sympathises but He gives practical relief
and help.

"I go" He says "to prepare a place for you" - the departure.
But notice the second thought here, the return, "And if I go I will

come again and receive you unto Myself."
Now the purpose of His departure guarantees His coming again. He

who went away as the Forerunner will not have completed His work
until He comes back and as their Guide leads His people to those
places He has prepared for them. "I will come again" and those
words can only refer to the final and personal coming of Christ at the
end of time, and says the great message of the ascension, "He will so
come in like manner as ye have seen Him go" and the dominant
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feeling that the disciples had at the time of the ascension was irne of
joy - they expected Him to return. ,,ye men of Galilee" came the
message to them, "Why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same
Jesus whom ye see going up to heaven shall so come in like manner as
ye have seen Him go" and with that assurance ringing in their ears
they returned to Jerusalem. They took up the work with alacrity and
from that moment the watchword of the early Church was'Maranatha' "Our Lord comes." yes, He will come visibly, as you
have seen Him go. So the message of the angels - the return will bb as
visible as the ascension, or in the Epistle to the Hebrews again, ,,Unto
them that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin
unto salvation." Or listen to the testimony of John in the Book of the
Revelation, "Behold He cometh with clouds and every eye shall see
Him." or as the couplet has it,

"Every eye the clouds shall scan
Ensign of the Son of Man".

He will come visibly and He will come personally because the
message is "This some Jesus" will come again. Is not that a lovely
thought? He will be unchanged after all the centuries of time, why?
Because says the Apostle in his Epistle to the Hebrews, He is ,,Jesus
Christ the same, yesterday and today and for ever.,' ,,This same Jesus"
is the one Who will come. The One born in Bethlehem. the One who
grew to manhood in Nazareth, Who went about doing good and in the
end was crucified, dead and buried and rose triumphantly the third
day, He will come again personally, "This same Jesus."

Yet another thought to add, not only visibly and personally, but
gloriously. "He will come in like manner as ye have seen Him go."
His departure was glorious. His disciples were quite overwhelmed by
it, so much so that they stood gazingin bewilderment and amazement.
He will come gloriously, He will come in power and great glory. When
He came to the world the first time He came into a world that had no
room for Him, "He came unto His own and His own received Him
not," and they meted out the worst of treatment to Him - they not
only despised Him and rejected Him but they crucified Him and said"We will not have this Man to reign over us.,' But it will be different
when He comes the second time He will come in great splendour.
There is to be a scene without parallel, the King in all His splendour,
in all His glory. But notice He left in order to return. "I will come
again" He says, and therefore we have a double witness. We proclaim
a Christ that has come and we look back and we point men to the
cross, but we also proclaim a Christ Who is yet to come. We look
onward to the end, to the throne of glory, to the return.
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Notice lastly, the union "That where I am there ye may be also." -
the union. The perfected union with Christ is in heaven. This is the
message of Ascension Day but one day all His people, every one
without exception will be there.

In the Funeral Service there is a beautiful prayer that we offer and
we pray that God will shortly "accomplish the number of Thine elect
and to hasten Thy kingdom." Not one will be missing, and His presence
is all that we need.

Do you remember Bernard Clairvaux's hymn?
"Jesus the very thought of Thee

- With sweetness fills the breast
But sweeter far Thy face to see
And in Thy presence rest."

What a moment of rapture that will be when faith gives place to
sight and we behold for ourselves the glory of the Lord. John says that
"When He comes we shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is."
Paul says that when that day comes "we shall all be changed in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye at the last trump." If we are
honest with ourselves we must admit we are so unlike Him - even the
best of men and women are - but there is coming a day when each
believer will be marvellously altered - "1ys shall be like Him - we
shall see Him as He is."

This is the great thought "I will come again and receive you unto
Myself." Do you remember how Paul said on one occasion he had a
strong desire "to depart and be with Christ which is far better." That
is what heaven is - it is to be with Christ - and He will bring us safe
to heaven where the former things are passed away - where there is
no more sin and sorrow or sickness, no more limitations. "That where
I am there ye may be also." And Paul when he was speaking to the
Thessalonian christians and speaking of the dramatic events when
Christ returns he ends with this most comforting word, "So shall we
ever be with the Lord." There is an unending enjoyment of the
presence of Christ.

But you know the Psalmist long years before had these words to
say, "As for me I will behold Thy face in righteousness; I shall be
satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness."

He has gone to prepare a place for us and we should be thankful too
that by His Spirit He is preparing us for the place. There is a double
work going on, a work in heaven and a work in the heart of the
believer, and He will come one day and lead us there and when He has
gathered in all His peopie He will say in the words of the Old and the
New Testament, "Behold I and the children which Thou hast given
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Me." Yes, says the Psalmist again, "In Thy pfrUdence is fulness of joy;
at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore."
, The departure was uppermost in their minds at that time but how
graciously He dealt with them, because He spoke not only of the
departure but also of the return and of the perfected union that"Where I am there ye may be also."

But please note these words were addressed to His Own people. Let
us seek to have an interest in them and may they be a comfort to us at
all times because they are never out of season. I close with my text,"In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you and if I go and prepare a
place for you I will come again and receive you unto myself that where
I am there ye may be also."

How thankful we should be for the gracious work of Christ and for
the Gospel of redeeming love! Amen.

M.  H.

For Younger Readers
:, 

"ARINE MacKENZIE

NO RESERVATION

For part of our summer holiday this year we were touring in the
Midlands of England. We had no fixed plans but enjoyed the freedom
of going where we fancied. One early evening, after an interesting
day's sightseeing, we decided to look for Bed & Breakfast
accommodation in Stratford-upon-Avon. There seemed to be plenty
to choose from. It would be quite easy to get fixed up here, we
thought. But each house we went to had the same notice up outside -"No Vacancies". "What are we going to do now?" said the children.

We tried the neighbouring villages - still the same result. "No
Vacancies." "The whole district is very busy" we were told - "the
Royal Show is on at the moment".

We then thought that we should try a big hotel with plenty of
rooms. Surely they would have room for us. So we made our way to
the reception desk. "Have you accommodation for tonight?" we
inquired. "Have you made a reservation?" the girl asked. "I'm afraid
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not" we had to say. "Then I am sorry we have no room for you."
So very disappointed we had to make our way out of the hotel -

back to the car. Other people were arriving in their cars and going into
the hotel with their cases. They were not turned away. Why? Because
they had made their reservation.

It was not so vitally important that we were turned away from that
hotel. Even if we had to spend the night in the car it would not have
been such a disaster. When we think that the Lord Jesus Christ "had

no where to lay his head" we should not complain about a little
inconvenience.

Mary and Joseph could not find a room to stay in Bethlehem and so
the Lord Jesus was born in a cattle shed and laid in a manger.

It would probably have been less troublesome to have made a
reservation but it was not of vital importance.

But there is one reservation which is vital. How terrible to be turned
away from heaven because there was no reservation for us there. How
terrible to hear the Lord say to someone else "Come ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world" but to hear him say to us "Depart from me, ye cursed, into
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels". (Matt 25)

It is extremely important that we attend to that business soon. How
foolish to be careless about that reservation. Someone else does it for
us. There is "an inheritance undefiled... reserved in heaven for you" I
Peter I v4. The Lord Jesus has reserved a place for each of his own
people - for those who trust in Him alone for their salvation. "I go
to prepare a place for you" - He said. (John 14 v2) He is preparing a
wonderful place for those who love him. "Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love him." (l Cor 2 v9)

We must be careful not to neglect so great salvation and to trust in
the Lord Jesus who will reserve a place in heaven for us.

QUIZ
The Bible mentions some different types of living accommodation.
Perhaps you have lived at some time in some of them; see if you can
find the missing words.
I He will show you a large upper - furnished and prepared.
(Mark 14)
2 There was no room for them in the -. (Luke 2)
3 In my Father's house are many -. (John.l4)
4 The daughter of Zion is left as a - in a vineyard, as a

in a garden of cucumbers. (Isaiah l)
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5 Isaac departed thence and pitched his - in the vallev of
Gerar. (Gen. 26)
6 A wise man built his _ upon a rock. (Matt 7)
7 "Where is the - where I shall eat the passover with my
disciples?" (Luke 22\
8 David dwelt in the _; therefore they called it the city of
David. (1 Chronicles l1)

Anwoth by the Solway

A rew months ago -. i;"lrlffiin south west Scotland.
We were able to visit some of the Martyr graves and thanked God for
those who gave their lives that we might have freedom to worship God
according to His Word.

A very particular joy was a visit to Anwoth, a small hamlet near
the Solway, where Samuel Rutherford was minister during the harsh
and trying period of the lTth Century.

Rutherford was one of the greatest of our Scottish Divines. He
knew much of trial and sorrow, and thus was enabled to help, counsel
and comfort many. His first wife died after a long and severe illness.
He himself was ill, yet he worked on, as someone said, always
praying, always preaching, always visiting the sick, always studying.
He saw his children die. Then when he stood against the evils of the
times, and rebuked those in high places for their vile lives, he was
banished from his beloved people and kirk in Anwoth to Aberdeen.
The Government of the day planned his death but before their day
came, Rutherford was in Heaven.

My heart was full that lovely Spring day as I stood in the ruins of his
little Church. The day was sweet and lovely, the birds were singing,
the lambs were bleating, all nature praised God. As we drew near we
heard some voices raised in singing the lovely old hymn ,,The Sands of
Time are Sinking", the words all taken from Rutherford's own letters
to many friends. Then we met a small company of the Lord's people
paying a visit as we were.

My own copy of Rutherford's Letters is one of my dearest
treasures, and as I read it now my heart and mind recall that lovely
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day when I stood in his beloved kirk of Anwoth. May I share with you
some of the very lovely sayings from the letters.

"They are not lost to you that are laid up in Christ's treasury in
heaven. At the resurrection ye shall meet with them, there they are,
sent before but not sent away."

"O, what I owe to the file, to the hammer, to the furnace of my
Lord Jesus."

"Send a heavy heart up to Christ, it shall be welcome."
"Lay all your loads, your weights, by faith upon Christ. Ease

yourself, and let Him bear all. He can, He does, He will bear you."
"There are many heads lying in Christ's bosom, but there is room

for yours among the rest."
"Dry wells send us to the fountain." .
"Every day we may see some new thing in Christ. His love hath

neither brim nor bottom."
"Go where you will, your soul will not sleep sound but in Christ's

bosom".
"It is the Lord's kindness that He will take the scum off us in the

fire."
With mercy and with judgment my web of time He wove,
And aye the dews of sorrow were lustred with His love.
I'll bless the hand that guided, I'll bless the heart that planned,
When throned where Glorv dwelleth in Immanuel's land.

Good Tidings
Here again we see the sovereignty and the grace of God. The angel

of the Lord came to some very ordinary men. They were not
distinguished from others either by their occupation, or by their piety.
They were not praying or reading the scriptures, they were attending
to their ordinary work, watching their sheep by night. When the angel
of the Lord appeared to them in the brightness of the glory of God,
they were very much afraid. This was a new experience to them. The
angel simply delivered His message, "LJnto you is born this day in the
city of David, a Saviour which is Christ the Lord." (Luke 2:ll) He
gave them a strange sign, "Ye shall find the babe lying in a manger."

The news appeared incredible; but to press home the message,
suddenly there appeared to them an army of the legions of heaven.
"They praised God saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth



251

I

The Gospel Magazine

peace, goodwill towards men". Then the glory faded and they were
there in the field with their sheep. These men believed this sirange
message, they did not say, it cannot be! Nor, how amazing! They said,"Come let us now go to Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come
to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us,'. They attended to
the sign given them, and they looked for a stable until they found"Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger". That was not
the end; they returned to their sheep, but they were different men,
they were witnesses to others of the things they had heard and seen.

Now let us learn afresh the grace and the sovereignty of God. ,,Not
many wise man after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are
called: but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world - and
things which are despised hath God chosen - that no flesh should
glory in His presence". I Cor.l:27-29. These shepherds received the
message of God, they acted on it immediately, and searched until they
found the Lord Jesus for themselves. Let us learn to listen for the
voice of the Holy Spirit as we read the word of God. and let us act
immediately on all that He tells us there. This is the way of blessing.

From my notebook.
A. V. Mc C.

The First Epistle of John
A. V. Mc CANDLISH :

XII. Fellowship with God is a fellowship of Faith. I Jn.5;t-10.
1. Through faith we are brought into this fellowship. V.1-3.

"Wosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God." v.I(o).

Let us see what is meant by believing that Jesus is the Christ. The
word Christ is a translation of the Greek word Christos, and the
Hebrew word Maschiah, and simply means anointed. The Christ is
introduced to us in Ps.2;2. "The kings of the earth set themselves, and
the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against His
anointed." In v.6 & 7 we read, "Yet have I set My King upon My holy
hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto Me.
Thou art My Son; this day have I begotten Thee." So the Christ is
declared to be God's own Son, and His anointed king. Now notice
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Peter's great confession, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God." Mat. 16;16. Note too the demand of the high priest when Jesus
was on trial; "I adjure Thee by the living Cod, that Thou tell us
whether Thou be the Christ, the Son of God? Jesus said, Thou hast
said." Matt 26;63, @. Now consider Ps.ll0;4. The Christ is here
introduced as David's Lord, sitting at God's right hand, "The Lord
hath sworn and will not repent, Thou art a Priest for ever after the
order of Melchizedek." This theme is taken up in Heb.5;5. and
developed in chapters 7 to 10. The Christ is God's anointed Priest,
who offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, and sat down on the right
hand of God. Heb.l0;12. So then, to believe that Jesus is the Christ, is
to believe that He is the Son of God, made Man for our salvation. He
is God's anointed Priest, who offered the one and only sacrifice for
our sins. He is the only Saviour of sinners, and as God's anointed
King, He must be received as Lord of all. We only believe truly that
He is the Christ when we give Him this position in our own lives.
When we do so, we begin to enjoy fellowship with God.
"Everyone that loveth Him that begat, loveth him also that is
begotten of Him. By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God, and keep His commandments, For this is the love
of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments
are not grievous." V.1(b)-3.

Without this faith, we cannot be certain of the quality of our love.
When we believed that Jesus is the Christ we were born of God, and

we received the new nature of the child of God. It is characterised by
love to God, and love to all His children. The faith which brings us
into God's family is a faith which works by love. Gal.5;6It expresses
itself in love. In I Jn.3;14, & 17. John said that our love to God is
proved by our love to man. Here John says, the test of the genuineness
of our love for God's family, Iies in the question, do we really love
God Himself? He says plainly, "This is the love of God that we keep
His commandments." His commandments are - "Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy neighbour as thyself." It
is as we love God's children in practical ways, by ministering to them,
that we get the assurance that we do truly love God, and are not
deceiving ourselves. Now John goes on to say, "His commands are
not grievous", not burdensome. Before we were born again His
commands were very grievous to us, in fact they were impossible. Now
however, we have this new nature which delights in love to God, and
in loving others, and by the power of the Holy Spirit who lives in us,
we love to obey, and find it brings us real joy. The faith that brought
us into God's family is a faith that expresses itself in love'
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2 Faith in christ brings us into fellowship with Godtn overcoming
the world.

"Watsoever is born of God overcometh the world: ond this is the
victory that overcometh the world even our faith. wo is he that
overcometh the world, but he that betieveth that Jesus is the son of
God?" v.4 & 5.

The world here is satan's kingdom. our Lord describes satan as the
prince of this world, and Paul calls him, the god of this world. All his
subjects are in bondage of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life. These are the fetters by which they are bound. Notice
that John does not say, whosoever is born of God overcometh the
world, but whatsoever. He puts the emphasis on the power of God,
not on the believer. When we were born of God we were given the new
nature of a child of God, which is characterised by love, for God is
love. This new nature is not in bondage to Satan, and is free from the
lusts that bind men. Furthermore God has given the Holy Spirit to
dwell in us. It is this new nature, directed and empowered by the Holy
Spirit that overcomes the world, and its prince. John goes on to say
that it is through faith, that the victory is given. What then is this
conquering faith? I believe there are two thoughts here. (a) It is the
belief that Jesus is the Christ, as brought before us in verse l. This is
the faith, "once delivered to the saints." Jude 3. It is the gospel that
we are commanded to preach in all the world ,,that is the power
(dynamite) of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth."
Rom.l;16. Wherever this gospel is preached in the power of the Holy
Spirit, it blasts the citadels of hell, and breaks the chains of Satan's
captives, and brings eternal life to those who are dead in sin. This is
the faith which turns the world upside down, (b) It is our faith too,
which overcomes the world. As we plan to reach others with the
gospel, and cover every step in the effort with the prayer of faith,
Satan is always defeated, no matter how little of it we are given to see.
We ourselves are always on the battlefield, for we live in Satan's
territory. He constantly assails us in his effort to turn us aside from
doing the will of God. He tempts us to follow the lusts of the flesh. the
lust of the eyes, or the pride of life. As we put on the whole armour of
God, and wield the sword of the Spirit, and pray in faith, we are
always sure to have the victory. It is faith in Christ which brings us
into fellowship with God in overcoming the world.

3. I,et us consider the evidence on whic{r this faith rests. v.610.
Notice here the words, witness, record, and testimony: they occur

nine times in these five verses. we will consider the three witnesses
that bear witness on earth.
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"This is He that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ: not by
water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth
witness, because the Spirit is truth. And there are three that bear
witness in earth, the Spirit, and the woter, and the blood: and these
three agree in one." V.6 & 8.

It is generally agreed that water here refers to Christ's baptism.
What then was the testimony borne by His baptism? We read, "Then

cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John to be baptised of
him." Matt 3;13. This was at the beginning of the public ministry of
the Lord Jesus. Why did He come to be baptised? It is a fact that
never before had any Jew submitted to being baptised. They were
God's chosen people; if any man of another nation decided to become
a Jewish proselyte and identify himself with the Jewish faith, then as a
sinner he must be baptised. Baptism was for sinners; not for Jews.
John the Baptist came preaching the baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins, as a preparation for the kingdom of God. He
exposed the sins of the Jews, and called on them to repent. Those who
were baptised confessed their sins, and in doing so recognised that sin
was a barrier to entrance into the kingdom of God. This was the
moment for Jesus to declare His mission. By His own baptism He
identified Himself with sinners. His mission was not simply to preach,
or to heal the sick, He came into the world to save sinners. He had no
sins of His own, He came to take upon Himself our sins, so that He
could then offer His own life, as the only sacrifice that could take
them all away. Here then by His baptism, Jesus publicly identified
Himself with the sinners He came to save. Then John could point to
Him and say, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of
the world." Jn.l;29. "As Jesus came up out of the water: lo the
heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him; and lo a voice from
heaven; saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
Mat.3;16,17. God declared at His baptism that Jesus was His Son;
and His identification with sinners, in order to make atonement for
them was well pleasing to God. Here then by His baptism we have the
witness that Jesus was the Christ, and it was His divine mission to save
His people from their sins.

The blood clearly speaks of the death of Christ.

Come to the upper room where Jesus instituted the holy supper.
"And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them saying,
drink ye all of it; for this is My blood of the new testament, which is
shed for many for the remission of sins." Matt. 26: 27, 28. Jesus
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clearly states that His blood was shed to secure the forgiveness of sins
for every believer. Come to Calvary and listen, ,,Jesus when He had
cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. And behold the
veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom, and
the earth did quake and the rocks rent. " Matt. 27:50,51. It was when
Jesus cried, "It is finished," that God rent the veil, and sent the
earthquake, thus bearing His testimony, that the sacrifice of Jesus was
accepted, and was enough to open the way into the presence of God,
for sinners to enter in through faith in Him. The blood of Christ is
witness to all men that Jesus is the Christ, the anointed priest of God.
and the only Saviour of men.

The Spirit bears witness that Jesus is the Christ.
The Lord Jesus said, "When the Comforter is come, He will testify

of Me. " Jn.l5: 26. See what happened on the day of pentecost, when
the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples. Peter spoke plainly, ,,Let all
the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same
Jesus, both Lord, and Christ. Now when they heard this they were
pricked in their heart---and there were added to them about three
thousand souls." Acts 2:36 - 41. See how this was repeated in Acts l0:
43-47, and all through the book of Acts. We do well to remember
that the scriptures state very plainly, that Jesus is the Christ, the divine
Son of God, and the only Saviour of sinners. The scriptures are the
voice of the Holy Spirit. "The prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man; but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost." Here in the scriptures we have the continuing witness of
the Holy Spirit.

"If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for
this is the witness of God which He hath testified of His Son. He thot
believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself; he that
believeth not God hath mode Him a liar: because he believeth not the
record that God gave of His Son." v.9 & 10.

We read in Deut.l9;15, "One witness shall not rise up against a man
for any iniquity, or for any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two
witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be
established." If it was sufficient to accept the triple witness of men to
establish a fact: then how much more must this triple witness of God
be accepted. God has given us abundant testimony for us to believe
that Jesus is the Christ. He continues however. "He that believeth on
the Son of God hath the witness in himself . " Surely there is reference
here to Gal.4:6. "Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit
of His Son into your hearts crying, Abba, Father." Again in
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Rom.8:16, t'The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we
are the children of God." This is a very positive witness, and is only
given to those who truly believe on Jesus, as their own Lord and
Saviour. This is when we are born of God. Let us take note how very
solemn a thing it is for anyone to refuse this three fold witness of God.
In effect it is to say that God is a liar, and this appalling blasphemy
must bring condemnation upon them. Here then in these verses we are
shown quite clearly that we can only enjoy fellowship with God
through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. It is a fellowship of faith.

The Wonder of
the Incarnation

the late Rev. DINSDALE T. YOUNG, D.D.

"For unto you is born this day in the city of Dovid a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord."

"BORN THIS DAY!" Is there anything remarkable in that? Every
day someone is born. But if these words are true, then it is one of the
most remarkable things that ever happened; and about the truth of
these words, thank God, there is no doubt. "Born this day." Who?
Listen. A Saviour! If that is true, and there are a thousand
experimental reasons for believing it, then it is the grandest news the
universe ever heard proclaimed, and it is of inexhaustible interest to us
all. Yes. a Saviour was born this day. The world needs a Saviour, and
you and I need a Saviour; and that great necessity has been met in
Christ.

It was a marvellous birth. Wonders cluster about it. Not all the
novels that have ever been written contain such surprising marvels as
are contained in this old, old story. Remember, too, it was a
prophesied birth. Christ was "the Saviour promised long," and He
was not only promised, but vividly predicted. Was there ever a birth
that was promised so long, and predicted so vividly? We should study
prophecy more than we do. And, mark you, this prophecy is one of
the greatest arguments for the inspiration of the Bible.

It was a miraculous birth. I say that emphatically. There are some
people who maintain that they cannot accept the Bible story of the
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-Virgin Birth. Can you think of God being born into the world apart
from a miraculous birth? I accept the Virgin Birth, and its miraculous
element, wholeheartedly. Furthermore, I submit this - that no one
has a right to reject it if it is in the Bible. Who am I that I should be
selective in reading the Word of God? lt is all God's Book, and those
who choose to reject certain portions of it do so at their peril. Let me
point out to you, further, that this miraculous birth was declared from
heaven. The angel hosts burst the mystic barriers of heaven, and came
forth to declare it. "And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will towards men."
What a sentence that is! My dear old friend Peter Mackenzie used to
say: "The Lord never had such a work to keep the angels in heaven as
He had when Jesus was born." I can well believe that if ever the angels
got beyond control, it was then. They all wanted to come down to
earth to see the wonderful sight of the Incarnation. Yes, heaven
proclaimed Christ's birth.

One would have thought that when heaven itself displayed such an
interest in His birth. that He would have been born amid
corresponding earthly splendours. But was there ever a greater
contrast! "There was no room for Him in the inn!" The Saviour Who
was "born this day" was born in great humility. I wonder what the
inn-keeper thought afterwards when he discovered Who the Babe
was? I would give a good deal to know how he felt. He was laid in a
manger. Think of it! The Lord of glory had His lowly cradle among
the beasts. Oh, the wonder of His birth! But I will tell you something
that is more wonderful still. It is more wonderful still that He should
have been born at all. There must have been some reason for it. What
was the reason? That He might be our Saviour.

I want to point out, further, that it was a beneficent birth. Who was
it who was born this day? A Saviour. Mark the word. It is the first
time we find it in the New Testament. Oh, how greatly men needed a
Saviour! You say, How can I know that He was so greatly needed?
Here is the answer - look into your own heart, and I will look into
mine. We are sinners; and there is, for each one of us, death to be
faced, and the Judgment Seat. Oh, how greatly we need a Saviour!
And if He was so greatly needed, was not Christ also greatly qualified
to be our Saviour? I should think He was. John Bunyan says: "He is
such a suitable Saviour," and I am sure we can all say "Amen" to
that. What pardon, and peace, and joy, and renewal, He brings to the
penitent soul! And what power from on high He brings, enabling the
redeemed ones to achieve all that is good, and true, and beautiful!
What a Saviour it was Who was "born this day."

;--,;_*_ -_ - -.
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But read on. It describes Him'as "a Saviour which is christ thb
Lord." It is a magnificent description. He is the anointed one.
anointed to be a Saviour, anointed by God the Father, and bv the
Holy spirit. He is "christ the Lord." I venture to say that that word"Lord" has the same meaning as the word ,,Jehovah,' in the Old
Testament. It was the most wonderful miracle of history that Jehovah
should be born into this world as a little Babe. "Unto you is born this
day a Saviour which is christ the Lord." That little phrase, ,,unto
you" is very sweet. It was said, first of all, to the shephirds, and then
to the Jews, and then to all people everywhere. For notice wirat it says
in the l0th verse: "Fear not," said the angel to the shepherds ,,for,
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to a//
people." Mark that word "all." There is nothing narrow about the
christian religion. Let that thought ring like a meriy bell in your soul.
oh, it is sweet reading! It was, indeed, a beneficent birth. Never did
anything so wonderful happen to the human race. Never was there
such blessedness made available for man as this.
- It was also a gladdening birth. we want something to gladden us in

these days. Life is trying for us all, and even the young people have
their dark hours. I venture to say that the most gl,oriousiountain of
gladness that ever gushed forth was opened when christ our Saviour
was born. You remember that the angels bade the shepherds not to
fear. You need not fear anything that comes to you if you have this
Saviour. He is christ the Lord; He is Jehovah. Ii there-anything too
hard for Him? Is the Lord's arm shortened? Never! you travi ttre
grandest guarantee against fear in Him Who was born this day.
Notice, further, that there is "great joy" in this good news. Matthew
Henry translates it: "I evangelize you with great jby." yes, you are an
heir of great joy; and how great it is! It is a joy that comes to all
people; it is a universal joy. The One Who was born this day brings
joy wherever He comes. I love to think of the multitudes all over the
world who find great joy in Him, people of different races. and
temperaments, and living in all kinds of environments. No wonder
that, with such a Saviour, we should "feel like singing all the time,"
yes, and singing, even when there are tears in our eyes because of
sorrow and anxiety.

Is not this also an instructive birth? How it glorified God! God was
never so glorified as He was in the birth of christ. "Glory be to God
on high" sang the angels, ,,and on earth peace, goodwill toward
men." oh, how the Father must have rejoiced in that wonderful birth!
And it rejoiced all heaven. we have already seen how jubilant the
heavenly hosts were on the Lord's birthday. what a solid jby it gave to
men! This birth of christ imparts salvation to all believers and tfiere we
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find the origin of true joy. Take that joy out of life and for many of us lifb
would not be worth living. Heaven met our deep necessity in the birth
of Jesus. In that birth is to be found our only hope; for that birth
foreshadowed His atoning death, and those resources that made thar
atoning death for ever avail. Tennyson says: "When Jesus was born,
hope was born" - and he was right. What hope in Him we have of
pardon, of conquered death, and of being "openly acquitted at the
Judgment Seat" as one has put it. What hope we have of life that will
go on through all the glories of eternity! yes. He was ,,born to give us
second birth;" He was "born that man no more may die." He was born
that we might carry the brightness of that hope everywhere. Blessed
birth! Thanks be unto God for evermore.

Spiritual Balance Sheet
"For I reckon thot the sufferings of the present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us . " Romans 8: 1 8

How frequently we dwell on present trials and sufferings rather
than on "the glory which shall be revealed in us;" we think more of
the "light affliction which is but for a moment" than of "the eternal
weight of glory" which is in reserve for us. Paul was a man who knew
how to work experimentally on suffering and trial; perhaps no one
ever endured so great a variety of suffering as he did, and no mortal
ever had such manifestations of the Divine glory. I never think on the
above text but I imagine a sort of spiritual balance sheet laid before
the tried and afflicted Christian, drawn up by one who is fully
competent, under Divine influence, to give such a detail of losses and
gains, and of riches in actual reversion, as will not fail to cheer him
amidst the trials and vicissitudes of which he is the subject, if he will
but calmly, prayerfully, and in faith consider this statement, relying
on the faithfulness of that God who influenced the Apostle to draw it
up for the consolation of the children of God.

Let us now take a glance at the balance sheet, in the hope that we
also may arrive at the same conclusion as did the Apostle Paul.

Dr.
"The sufferings of the present
time."

Cr.
"The glory to be revealed in
u s . t t
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Dr.  
:  - ' : . j , , '  ' .  :  " "1 ' '

In labours more abundant.
In stripes above measure.
In prisons more frequent.
In deaths oft.
Five times received t forty
stripes, save one.
Thrice I was beaten with rods.
Once was I stoned.
Thrice I suffered shipwreck
A night and day I have been in
the deep.
In journeys often
In perils of robbers.
In perils by my own countrymen.
In perils by the heathen.
In perils in the city.
In perils in the wilderness.
In perils in the sea.
In perils among false brethren.
In weariness and painfulness.
In watchfulness often.
In hunger and thirst.
In fastings often.
In cold and nakedness.
Besides those things which are
without, that which cometh upon
me daily - the care of all the
churches.

Total "Light afflictions,
but for a moment."

Cr. 
'  1".

For we know that if our earthly
house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of
God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.
Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither hath it entered
into the heart of man, the things
that God hath prepared for
them that love Him.
That He might make known the
riches of His glory on the vessels
of mercy which He hath before
prepared unto glory.
Henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, shall give me at that day:
and not to me only, but unto all
them also that love His
appearing.
When Christ who is our life shall
appear, then shall ye also appear
with Him in glory.
And so shall we be ever with
the Lord.

Total "An eternal weight
of glory."

The Apostle Paul, having carefully examined the foregoing account,
deliberately makes the following declaration:-

"I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."

The Gospel. Magazine 1862.
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His Name
MALCOLM H. WATTS

The Rev M. H. Watts is minister at Emmanuel Church, Salisbury

Kept in the special treasury of the Tower of London are the Crown
Jewels and among these priceless symbols of monarchy are the
Crowns of England. St. Edward's Crown, made for Charles II's
crowning, is all of gold, set with diamonds and many precious stones.
The Imperial State Crown which was made for Queen Victoria, has in
it, 3,000 gems, which include the famous Black Ruby given to Edward
the Black Prince in 1367, a sapphire from the coronation ring of
Edward the Confessor, the large Stuart sapphire which was kept by
the exiled House of Stuart for many years, four magnificent pearls,
and an enormous diamond which is one of the four 'Stars of Africa'
cut from the Cullinan diamond, the largest diamond ever found.

Kept in the sacred treasury of God's Word are the glorious
prophecies of Christ. Like gem-encrusted crowns, these prophecies
sparkle with His famous names and titles. One such prophecy is
Isaiah, chapter 9 and verse 6: 'His name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace.'

l. 'WONDERFUL': He was 'wonderful' in His birth. This word
generally occurs with reference to miracles, because miracles are
astonishing events - (Exod 7:3; 15:11). When the almighty and
eternal God became man for man's salvation, He was miraculously
conceived by the Holy Ghost and was born of a virgin mother. "All
this was done that it might be fulfilled, which was spoken of the Lord
by the prophet, saying, 'Behold a virgin shall be with child, and shall
bring forth a son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, God with us." (Mt l:21,22). Was not this the
miracle of all miracles? Unparalleled in history, it will excite the
amazement and admiration of men to the end of time, and throughout
all eternity. 'Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifest in the flesh....' (l (Timothy 3:16).

2. 'COUNSELLOR': He was 'Counsellor' in His life. When, in
eternity past, the plans and purposes of redemption were made, the
Son of God was, as Boston expresses it, 'a member of the cabinet-
council of Heaven.' According to Scripture, it was then that the
Father and the Son united in a scheme to secure the salvation of
sinners. Theirs was a binding and lasting agreement. 'The counsel of
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peace (the plan for the reconciliation of man) shall be between them
both. ' (Zech 6:13; cf Eph. 3 : I I ). The Son of God, having taken part in
these eternal counsels, was every-way fitted to be our'Counsellor.'He
entered a world full of ignorance and confusion, but when He spoke,
He spoke as if He knew. There was awesome authority in His
preaching. No-one had ever spoken like it before. 'I speak to the
world', He said, 'those things which I have heard of Him.' (Jn 8:26; cf
14:24; 17:8). What exactly was He saying? What was His message? He
continually advised sinners to trust in Him alone for salvation. He
said: 'This is the Father's will which hath sent me, that everyone which
seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life.'(Jn
6:40). That, my friends, is still the counsel of God to each and every
one of us.

3. 'THE MIGHTY GOD': He was 'the Mighty God'in His death and
resurrection. This title, which is never applied to anyone but Jehovah
(Is 10:21; Jer 32:18), is made up of two words: God (El) and hero
(gibbor). A literal translation would be 'Hero-God'. What a name for
our Saviour! When there was no-one to help, He himself came into
the world to save His people. I would remind you that the essence of
that salvation was substitution. His life for ours. He did not hesitate.
He saw us on the brink of hell and, offering Himself in our place, He
then endured the pains and pangs of hell, that we might know the
blessedness of heaven. The account of what He did is in the Bible for
all to read. 'While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.' (Rom 5:8).
When, on the third day, He rose in triumph from the grave, it was to
show that the work of salvation was successfully concluded and that
believers could now have full assurance of a joyful resurrection to
eternal life. Today we sing the praises of a hero - a divine hero -
who has won for Himself immortal honours.

'Mighty Christ from time eternal,
'. Mighty, He man's nature takes,
'' Mighty, when on Calv'ry dying,

Mighty, death itself He breaks.
See His might,
Inf ini te,

; King of heaven and earth by right!'

4. 'THE EVERLASTING FATHER': He is 'the Everlasting Father'
in the present exercise of His kingly office. Such a title does not
interfere in any way with the special relationship of the Father in the
Godhead, but it simply refers to the loving and gracious manner in
which Christ now administers the affairs of His kingdom. Though He
is exalted in glory, yet He is far from forgetful of us on the earth. In
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fact, He has been made 'head over all things to the church (i.e. for its
benefit and advantage).'(Eph l:22).He therefore, even now, directs
His people, provides for their needs, keeps them safe in times of
danger, comforts them by His Word and Spirit, and listens always to
the prayers they offer. What a blessing it is to know that there is One
above, whom we love and who loves us, who is tenderly watching over
us! He will not fail us. His name is 'the Everlasting Father'; and, as
John Newton said in one of his sermons, this means that 'His relation
to His people subsists unchangeably and therefore they cannot be
destitute.'
5. 'THE PRINCE OF PEACE': He will be 'the Prince of Peace' ai
I{is return. Of course, there is a sense in which He is 'the Prince of
Peace' now. He has made our peace with God by the blood of His
cross and He sovereignly dispenses peace to all His believing people.
True as that is, the Bible promises more. He will come again, and at
His appearing, He will banish all peace-disturbing influences from this
world. 'There shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shal l  there be any more pain. ' (Rev.21:4).  In that glor ious
kingdom of His, peace will not only be perfect; it will last for ever.
Though now we may have trouble and heart-ache, let us cherish the
hope of one day seeing the Saviour and of enjoying the peace of God
in all its eternal fulness. 'To you who are troubled rest with us, when
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven...'(2 Thess 1:7).

One of lreland's Best Friends
MAURICE HANDFORD

Many throughout the years have had an interest in Ireland, as a
country to conquer, to plunder or to exploit. Alexander Dallas had
Ireland's highest interests at heart and Ireland owes him an immense
debt. It is with no exaggeration that he is described on a memorial
tablet in St. Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin, as "one of Ireland's best
friends. "

EARLY YEARS
Alexander Robert Charles Dallas was born on 29th March 1798, the

son of a barrister with an honoured Scottish ancestry. In an
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autobiographical note Dallas wrote "I came into the world before the
expected time and struggled through my infant days with the constant
danger of death", but God in His sovereignty had a purpose in life for
the weakly infant.

In his youth he served as an officer in the Napoleonic wars in the
peninsular and at waterloo under the Duke of wellington. He was on
more than one occasion miraculously preserved from ianger and even
death - "God took more care of Him than he took of himself". (A.
E. Hughes)

After war service he thought of the Bar as a profession, but God
had greater things in store for him. Influenced by the birth of his first
child, a voice seemed to say to him - a soul that ian neue, end is given
into my charge. He came under the influence of the rector o1 St.
Andrew's, Holborn, (clare) who first suggested the ministry to Dallas
and arranged for him to go to oxford; here he was helped by ttre vicar
of st. Giles (John Natt) and studied New Testament Greek under the
Rev. Martyn sandys wall "which had the most powerful effect upon
my mind."

PASTOR
He was ordained by l-etters Dimissory from the Bishop of Salisbury

at Fulham Palace lTth June 1821, and to full orders l2tli August lg2l
at Salisbury, holding short curacies at Radley and HighclerJ.

In 1826 he became curate of Burford, in the diocese of oxford,
where the vicar was an absentee. There were only two present at
church on the first sunday. The new curate set to work, he got shops
closed on sundays by consent of the shopkeepers, and p-ersuaded
farmers to pay wages on Fridays instead of Saturdayi. He oiganised a
Sunday school and on the first Sunday 253 arrived, thJnumber
increasing to 4l I in a very short time.

Twice he was offered the Archdeaconry of Jamaica but in lg2g he
became rector of wonston, preaching his first sermon from Ezekiel
33:7. He was to minister in this Hampshire village for forty-one years.
The incoming rector had great gifts of organising - his eiperien." as
commissariat in the army was to stand him in good stead ior the rest
of his life. He ruled kindly but his word was liw!

Dallas was a thorough-going churchman and keen on the
observance of the rubrics and church order generally. At wonston he
started a monthly administration of the Lord's Supper _ the
sacrament was held at very infrequent intervals in those days. He kepr
a register of communicants and noted their frequency of atiendance at
the Lord's Table.
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In a day of laxity he set a high tone. We have come to think of
discipline in connection with baptism as peculiar to our times, but
Dallas was busy exercising discipline before the rise of the oxford
movement. He would, for instance, permit only communicants of
good standing to act as sponsors.

Great stress was laid on preparation for confirmation. As the
confirmation day drew near special prayer meetings were held in the
parish; a pastoral letter was sent to every house and suitable prayers
supplied to every family, and shorter petitions were given for use while
at work, such as "Gracious Saviour, bless with Thy Spirit the
instructions of the Minister at this time."

He was a great writer and long before the advent of the parish
Magazine issued the wonston calendar, which served the same
purpose of reaching the people of his parish. His pen must seldom
have been out of his hand. Some sixty books and bobklets came from
his pen. He had a vast correspondence and kept in personal touch with
the missionaries in lreland. It was a common thing for the rector of
Wonston to work through the night dealing with his paper work.

INTERCESSOR
The secret of his success as a minister is to be found in his prayer

lire. on settling at wonsron one of the first things he established'was a
little gathering for prayer at the rectory every saturday evening, to
seek a blessing on the services of the Sunday. He kept a book to eniute
him to be diligent in private prayer. we find that he prayed for such
things as a spirit of prayer, for faithfulness, firmness against the
world, consistency, encouragement as expedient, support under
discouragement. On another page we find him praying ior ,.all who
rnay have suffered through my sins as a minister."

He prayed constantly for the Holy Spirit and did nothing without
an open recognition of the Third person of the Sacred rrinity as the
Author and Giver of life, realising that without Him no wori< of his
could touch the heart of any sinner. He never preached without the
well-known prayer of his at the beginning of the sermon - .,May God
for Christ's sake give to everyone of us now the Holy Spirit."

The Wonston Prayer Union undergirded his ministry both at home
and elsewhere. The members undertook to pray regularly for the
parish and its minister. At one time there were 399 members - and
who can estimate the results of such praying?

THE OXFORD MOVEMENT
The movement started by Newman found a great opponent in the

rector of wonston, who sought to warn his people about its dangers.

1 ,
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In 1837 we find him preaching a course of sermons on church
principles at the evening service, and every part of the Prayer Book
was from time to time explained to the congregation.

Forty-eight missionaries of the Irish Church Missions joined Dallas
in sending a message to those standing for the truth in England - "it

is at once grievous to our hearts and discouraging to our exertions to
find that while we are labouring earnestly to accomplish that which
was left undone in these parts (i.e. of Ireland) efforts of great subtilty
are spreading the baneful influence of Rome on the shores of England."

IRELAND
His first efforts for Ireland, which as yet he had never visited, were

in 1822 when as curate of Highclere he preached "on the present
distress in Ireland". and f23 was collected for relief of distress.

He first went to Ireland in connection with work amongst the Jews.
During his visit he came to see the need of the Irish people in a land
where Rome held sway and where the vast majority were uneducated
and ignorant of the Gospel. "The condition of the Established Church
in Ireland was highly unsatisfactory. Most of the clergy were content
to act as chaplains to the English 'Garrison' leaving the peasantry to
the Romanists." (G. R. Balleine)

His first evangelistic effort for Ireland had a touch of novelty about
it. The penny post had recently been introduced - he decided to make
use of this, and some 23.000 letters were despatched - all to Roman
Catholic homes. The names and addresses had been obtained from
agents who had been employed by the State for distribution of a
government paper of enquiry. When all was ready Dallas and his
helpers solemnly cornmitted the letters to God in prayer. The letters
were delivered l6th January 1846, and not a few traced their
beginnings of faith in Christ alone to these letters.

The work snowballed and in 1853, seven years after the work
commenced, there were 342 agents of the lrish Church Missions,
controversial sermons were preached in 400 pulpits, while 5,000
children were receiving scriptural instruction. Eight churches had been
erected or nearly completed in the missionary district of the west, and
two schools were licensed for divine service. The Roman Catholic
Archbishop had to acknowledge "it is true that the altars of the
Catholic Church have been deserted by thousands'"

For twenty-five years Dallas was honorary secretary of the I.C.M.
and was the great driving force of the work. One is amazed at the
energy of the man as he travels frequently to the remote parts of
Ireland, organising the work, collecting funds, and administering his
parish at Wonston.

*
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The work of the I.c.M. was first established in the district known as
connemara, in the west of Ireland. He was instrumental in erecting 2l
churches, 49 school houses, 12 parsonages and 4 orphanager. itis
area of Ireland had been almost entirely neglected. He found in the
Bishop of Tuam a man who was keen to evangelise the Roman
Catholics and who openly allied himself with the new societv.

The work was not allowed to proceed unhindered and without fierce
opposition on the part of the Roman priesthood. on one occasion
Dallas was preaching in St. Nicholas', Galway, in reply to Dr. Cahill a
celebrated controversialist, on the Infallibility of the pope. There was a
great disturbance in the church and angry mobs followed Dallas to his
hotel. Years later a woman lay dying and passed forward in full
assurance of faith; she was converted through the gracious ministry of
Dallas on that stormy day in Galway.

On another occasion he was preaching in Tuam Cathedral _ the
people, stirred up by the priest, yelled and cursed Dallas who walked
through them as if he had been in wonston. The tumult was so great
that the Magistrate was called to read the Riot Act, but Dallas scarcely
knew what fear was.

CONTROVERSIALIST
Dallas was unafraid of controversy, he used it as a handmaid of the

Gospel. He believed that error would be exposed by the truth. By
adopting this method many had their eyes opened to the errors of the
church in which they had been reared. We frequently find Dallas
preaching controversial sermons on such themes as ,,The Christ of
Rome not the Christ of Scripture." But if his preaching was
controversial, it was none the less warmly evangelical and full of the
marrow of the gospel.

A NEW NICKNAME
In the 1840s Ireland suffered grievously because of the failure of the

potato crop which resulted in dreadful famine. Thousands died from
starvation - many fled the country to America and Canada,
travelling in "coffin ships" - so named because many of them never
reached their destination.

Relief was organised by Dallas in order to save life. The priests were
quick to seize their chance to damn the work and declare that this
temporal relief was a form of bribery and that converts were won by
charity. They nicknamed the I.C.M. workers ,,Soupers" - a name
which has been in use until recent times. Archbishop Whately of
Dublin undertook to prove that no instance of bribery had occuired,

-,-J:
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and after the most rigid inquiry he could confidently say that the
charge was unfounded..

Another outcome of the famine was the establishment of
Orphanages. Hundreds of children were left destitute by the death of
their parents - in one district alone there were 250 orphans of the
famine. Dallas, ever a lover of children, was moved to establish a
work amongst them which not only brought blessing in famine days
but has continued down to more recent times.

HIS LAST MESSAGE
The old warrior passed on full of days and in full assurance of faith.

Sending a message from his death-bed to the workers in Ireland he
said "tell them that I die in the faith I have so urged them to teach
others, ' '

The text on his gr4vestone at Wonston sums up the man - ',daily
he ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ." (Acts 5:42)

Let a convert priest have the last word. "Thousands who have been
rescued from the false system of Rome will bless him when they meet
in their Father's house above." (R. Ryder of Rooveagh)

A Sermon
PREACHED BY THE LATE MR. ERNEST ROE

AT FENSTANTON
"And I sow no temple therein: for the Lord God Atmighty ond

the Lamb are the temple of it. And the city had no need of the sun
neither of the moon to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it,
and the Lamb is the light thereof." Revelation 21; 22 & 23.

There are many insuperable difficulties in seeking to understand
this very mysterious Book but, on the other hand, there are many
things that I believe a child of God taught of the Holy Spirit can see
and receive with all his heart. In any case you and I are under the
blessing of "him that readeth and they that hear the words of the
prophecy of this Book." This part of the Book that we have read as
our text comes in the closing part of this wonderful revelation God
gave to John. The revelation is the unveiling, the uncovering, the
drawing back of the veil that is so thickly tied up against our eyesight
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as we would peer into the future and into eternity. That is taken away.
christ reveals, or uncovers Himself, both as the Head of the church
and as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. All the opposition that
has been or may yet be to His people shall come to its jusi doom. The
Beast of Paganism and the Beast of the papacy and thi Beast of Islam
or communism or any other Beast that is antagonistic to the
principles of christ and His kingdom will be, like all their
predecessors, levelled in the dust one day. whatever happens, our
.Lord will never change, nor will He ever vacate His Throne, noi will
there ever be a successor to Him. Head of the church, King of Kings
He will be unto the end, and then shall come thai glorious
consummation when it shall be said from heaven, ,,It is done.'iAll the
ancient decrees of God in eternity have been fulfilled as He intended
on earth; all the purposes,of grace with regard to His chosen people
being outcalled, preserved and gathered in are done, and ttre Hotv
city, the New Jerusalem descends from heaven in glorious attire,
beautiful and perfected in christ, as she always has been, yet now she
appears so. Here she is unreproveable, unblameable, unrebukable in
His sight, without spot or blemish, the Lamb's wife is gloriously
dressed and the consummation of the marriage now takes piace, and,"Blessed are they that are called to this marriage supper of the
I,amb." I hope you will be there, friend, and I hopJ I wili ioo, please
God. It will be a big thing to be there - it will. we dare not prisume
and take it for granted; it is not a thing to speak of flippantly, tigtttty,
as if God owes us a debt and He ought to ab it - ratirir grace riakes
us say, "I hope He will think upon me; I have nothing to commend
myself to Him; I hope I shall be one amongst that numbir,,'and what
will part of the condition of that happy state be? Why this, ,,I saw no
temple therein."

John was a Jew; he was familiar, therefore, with the temple and all
the details of the priestly work that went on therein and much of the
imagery that is in the Book of the Revelation is borrowed from the
Temple and the Sanctuary services. It is old Testament language
incorporated by the Holy Ghost in putting forth New Testament
truth. The Jew was more at home with figurative language than we
are; we Westerns think and speak in starchy, icy cold Engtiih, but the
Jew spoke in figures rapturously; they got lost in the figures they
adopted, but they knew what they were talking about. iL"* no
temple therein."

. We must have Temples while we are here. I mean by that, meeting-
places for the worship of God. In the old Jewish Temple there was a
p.articular spot where God declared that He would miet the coming
sinner - a very pricely spot was that - on blood. ,,And there I will
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meet with thee and I will commune with thee from above the mercy
seat." (Exodus25,22.) Whoever could have believed it if God had not
told us that? We should believe it on the strength of God's testimony.
Here God is speaking of a real sinner - not the imaginary one - not
the formal one who uses the word without realising what it means - a
real sinner; in that meaning Joseph Hart is right when he says:-

A sinner is a sacred thing
, The Holy Ghost has made him so."

Now such a sinner listening to this, God will meet with him in blood.
The blood of Christ has made the meeting ground; it is right for God
to meet you there now. There is nothing to prevent your God meeting
you there now. It all turned on the sacrifice that His Son made and,
that sacrifice being acceptable to God as a sweet-smelling savour,
what a beautiful figure - a sweet smelling savour - the fragrancy of
the atoning blood of the Lamb - God can meet the sinner now. Oh
the fragrancy from the removal of sin, the fragrancy from the blotting
out of the condemnation against a guilty criminal - forgiven of God.
If it is not fragrant to anyone else, it is to Him. He accepts this and
therein and thereby meets the sinner and blesses, communes with him,
talks with him. You will want Him to do this, and when He has done it
once, you will know it. It will make your heart burn; it will make your
faith shoot up and out. That will make your lips move; that will make
everything that is gracious in your heart have a new life. God has
spoken. Yes, we must have temples here, while this earth-state lasts, in
order that this teaching of God shall be perpetuated. But in the City
into which we hope to enter, there will be no temple there.

Then, if there is no Temple there, and we must have them for the
time being, remember this, that Institutions, as such, must end and
will have an end. So much today is made up in religious circles of
Institutions. I am not speaking condemnatory of anyone in particular,
but, speaking generally, you knorv as well as I that with many people
their religion lies in going to the sacrament once on the Sunday
morning. When they have done that they can play cricket, football,
dig the garden, do what they like; they somehow or other think they
pacify God and please Him by their eating the bread and drinking the
wine at the Table of the Lord. Well. we must not be too hard on that
because have we got anything better? Have we got anything more
substantial? Take the ordinance once a month; right we should, but
then do we depend upon it? Are we tying our hopes of eternity upon
this kind of thing? And then, to take a wider outlook, you get all the
different ideas of organisations rolling up into a great System of Unity
among diversified professing christians, so far so, that you can have
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the Pope and all he represents; you can have the Head of the
Nonconformists and all he represents; the Head of the Anelican
church, and all he represents, Islam and Mohammedanism and ill ttre
rest of the 'isms'; you can have them altogether and they are all one.
In my judgment (I may be wrong) this is resurrection more or less of
the very spirit of the Beast that we have named in this very Book. The
opposition in this organisation is against Christ; each wints his idea
carried out, not christ's, not His word. 'Do not talk about sin: do not
talk about the death of christ; do not talk about the Holv Ghost: do
not talk about separation from the world,' oh no! 'Thesi thinss are
not necessary now so long as we become one organised Body *ith un
appearance of unity, we are right.'well, all this Institution will die.
There is already a split in the Roman catholic Hierarchy and it is
bigger than many people are aware of - much is done to keep it down- but it is working on the continent and elsewhere. God rend it to a
thousand bits - the sooner the better! It is bound to come to an end
because there is no Holy Ghost in all this. There is no love of christ in
all this, and there is no godly affection one to another in all this. so it
is doomed to die. Similarly, your organisation and mine will die: our
denomination will also; it is only a question of time; it is decaying fast
and furiously now. some of us can see an immense decay during the
last sixty odd years. But that does not mean that God;s truth will
perish. It does not mean that God's people will perish. Institutions
must perish, but the truth of God never will perish.

Now, notice another thing here - how John, the beloved disciple
has grown. "I saw no temple therein." The sarnaritans had their
Temple at Gerizim; John had his Temple at Jerusalem, but now we see
none at all; it has all gone, and with it that spirit in its worst sense of
narrow-mindedness and bigotry has gone from John. John has grown.
How has he grown? Ah! he was not banished to the Isle of patmos for
nothing. He has learned a lot there. If we learn it has to be by the hard
road - painful teaching. John had persecution in its worst iorm. but
it was sanctified. There in the Isle of patmos he had manifestations,
communications one after another from God that enlightened his soul
that he never before knew so much of christ and of the truth of the
Gospel as he did now. Now he could see that it is immaterial
absolutely, whether it be a Samaritan town or at Jerusalem we worship
God. "God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him
in spirit and in truth." (John 4,24).

I think this should help us much to be quieter and not so dogmatic.
Not in the slightest degree would orre tolerate that which is wrone or
make out that truth and error can settle down in the same nest --far
be that from me as I hope from you too - but we would not so overdo
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wfiat is not"bssehtiaf to salvation as to make the"noir-essential thb
essentiality as so many do and glory in it. God make us right, keep us
right in His truth, put it into our hearts firmer, richer, deeper than
ever, but at the same time, if it is put so, we shall have more and more
of that spirit of the Corinthian Epistle part of which we read - the
beautiful chapter of love.

So Institutions, as such, must end, John has grown to maturity by
his sanctified experiences.

Now, notice one more thing, "I saw no temple therein," for the
great reason, then, "The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the
temple of it." What an expression - the Lord God Almighty! There
is something for your little faith to lay hold of, godly friend, the Lord
God Almighty. Put your little case (to you, of course, it is a big one)
put it into His hands as you are enabled. Do not imagine that He cannot
ded with it. He is the Lord God Almighty. "The heaven is My Throne,"
from whence He rules all events, but, at the same time, it is joined with
the Lamb - "f[s Lord God Almighty and the Lamb." Here you have a
beautiful blending of the sovereignty of God with the atonement of
Jesus Christ - "the throne of God and of the Lamb." That occurs
elsewhere in this Book and it is difficult to see how the two could be
separated. How can you separate the Throne of God from the Lamb, or
the sovereignty of God from the atonement, taking the word 'Lamb' to
signify, as it does, the Lamb of God whose blood was shed for the
remission of sins - atonement? There was the Lord God Almighty in
His sovereignty when He began to write in that Book of Election those
names that should be written there. If He has put your name and mine
in it His sovereignty is in it. You cannot put it in yourself and no one else
can put it in. He alone can put it in. It is the greatest act of His sovereign
kindness to you or me that He ever could do, because it secures
everything for time and eternity. And is it not the sovereignty of God, as
you look at it closely, ever to allow that a Lamb or atonement should
enter into His moral government of the world at all? He could have
allowed the world to go on in its iniquity and perish like the old world
did by flood, but, no, and why not? Because He has been pleased of
His own sovereign mercy and goodness to permit that an Atoner by His
atonement should honour His law, confirm its claims and justify Him in
justifying the ungodly, and, if that is not sovereignty, perhaps you will
tell me what is.

And then you have the blending of these two with respect to the
benefits that shall accrue and who shall benefit thereby. In a large
sense the whole world benefits by the atoning blood of Christ. "He is
the Saviour of all men specially of those that believe." (l Tim.4,l0)
There you have it. There is a very important sense in which the whole
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world of men have a benefit arising from the atonemealt of Christ, but
all men indiscriminately and universally are not spiritually benefited from
it, because it runs "specially to those that believe." But the more I
think of it the more really I am lost to talk to you or anybody else
about the profundity of the depth any sinner owes to God who shares
in this atoning blood of the Lamb. Never, no never, will such a one
rise up and say, "To me be the glory," No, "Not unto us, not unto us,
but unto Thy Own Name be the glory."

So the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it; God
in His Almightiness and God through His Son's atoning work.
Worship there - nowhere else. No denominations, as such, have
prior claim here; no distinction between clergy and laity. There is a
sense in Scripture where we are told, "Ye are God's clergy," they are
all a race of priests; clergy, think of that now. Priests, not to sacrifice
to remove sin - that is not needed - but priests to offer the sacrifice
of a broken and a contrite heart - with that God is well pleased. This
is your worship, a broken and a contrite heart. Would it not be a
wonderful thing just to die in that state and condition? You have read.
doubtless, a good many Obituaries in your day. Some are very
beautiful, but when reading some I have to say, 'I do not think I could
say as much as that,' but there is one thing I would like to be able to
say:-

"Nothing in my hand I  br ing
Simply to Thy cross I cling."

Nor do I think anything else is needful to be said. The more Jesus
Christ fills the horizon of your heart and mine the better. It is not
what other folk go through. It is what you and I are in relation to
Christ.

Quite recently I have heard of a case and I thought it was very very
beautiful, though in a way very very sad. About a fortnight ago when
this occurred aI a certain place where they had the prayer meeting
before the service, a man spoke in prayer, and he mentioned quite a
variety of things but at last got to Calvary, and I think I am telling you
right, he just mentioned that word "Calvary" and dropped in the seat
dead. That is the way to go - a shock indeed to the relatives, but oh!
to enter heaven with prayer, prayer finishing in Calvary and all that
that means.

Well He and the Lamb are the Temple. They alone are worshipped
there.

Just a word or two in conclusion. "And the City hath no need of the
sun neither of the moon to shine in it." We do not want even the
sunlight of the Gospel up there. No preaching - there will be no
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preachers in heaven, as such. It will not be necessary. There will be no
moonshine of the ceremonial law required - it is all abolished now
and a good reason too, why? ,,For the glory of God did lighten it and
the Lamb is the light thereof." what a light we shall f,ave on the
Gospel up there! we shall not preach it, but *hat a mind we shall have
on it. when I say that one feels he has not even begun to preach it -
don't think I am exaggerating. There is such a depth on! has never
plumbed in the Gospel of the grace of God, it overpowers the mentality
of a man to grasp the exceeding greatness of the love of God to a
sinner. we shall have light on it up there. And what a light there will
be on Jesus christ Himself! How differently shall *. J". Him. not
contradictory to what we have seen Him in the light of His Gospel
here, but the development and fuller compreheniion of it in our
minds. I am sure it will be wonderful to be there. He is the light of it.
Fellowship between Father, Son and Holy Spirit and all the aisembled
hosts through the blood of the Lamb there. well, we have to die to
know what it means. God bless you and this Gospel to you, Amen. .

The Two Swords
FRANK WILLIAMS (Abbots Langley)

,"....for the things concerning me have an end, and they said, Lord,
here are two swords, and he said unto them, It is eiough." Luke
22:37-38

This enigmatic statement of the Lord Jesus and the
uncomprehending reply of the disciples to the preceding question,"How many swords have you?", marks a division in the ministry of
our Lord. what follows is separate from what went before. Jesus was
to be numbered with the transgressors, and it was ordained for a
predetermined end. Nothing in God's providence is unplanned or
without purpose; a difficult concept to grasp, especially when life
hurts us. The first Passover of the New covenant came to Jesus as
something planned, purposeful, fore-ordained, and a thing of
agonising cost, of destruction, of mutilation. of death and of
resurrection. To the disciples it came as a catastrophic, unintelligible
collapse of all their hopes, and the realisation of their deepest fiars.
Many lives were changed at that passover; let us follow thi recorded
events of one life, namely, Peter's.
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Now it is necessary to perceive that any act of creation by God is
ongoing. Too often we confuse the "finger of God" with the static
hand of man's creations, a painting, a piece of music or sculpture,
inert, complete, never to change. But with God change is inherent in
creation, upheld by the Word of His Power. It is to be seen
everywhere in the universe, the galaxies, the rocks, the oceans, the
rain, ice and sunshine. Everything is undergoing change. When the
Lord God made the first of all living things, He made in them
countless individuals and variants innumerable.

So it is with the new birth, and all Christians are re-created to
undergo continuing change. God undertakes to provide for us in the
world, but we are the Lord's and the things concerning us also have an
end, for are we not to be conformed to the mind of Christ both now
and hereafter, that we may be fitted to rise with our glorious bodies,
even as Christ's, in the world to come, to become the spiritual
Jerusalem in the new heavens and the new earth. Scripture nowhere
gives any indication of a static condition now or hereafter.

Of course God does not change, He who was, who is, and ever will
be. Herein we have peace amid change, and our souls are at rest.
Herein our burden is light as we come under the yoke of Christ. A
paradox? Yes.

Now it might be helpful to follow the events of the two swords to
illustrate the complexities of change. The events have their origins way
back in Caesarea Philippi, when the Father opened Peter's eyes as to
who Jesus was, the Son of God; to which Jesus responded by showing
the foundation on which the Church was to be built, and telling Peter
that he was to be given the keys of the kingdom, i.e. it was to be Peter
who would write down (as Moses did the Law) the New Law of
Salvation through Faith. What was omitted from the Old, and what
was introduced for the New was to be binding both on earth and in
heaven, because it would be placed on written record by the Holy
Spirit's inspiration. Indeed, this main function of Peter's is carefully
set forth in Acts, very little else being recorded of him, except his
confrontation with Paul. The Pharisees, having taken away the key of
knowledge (Luke I | , v .52) entrusted to the Levitical priesthood, entry
into the Kingdom would be accomplished without them. The old law
was superseded.

There seems no doubt but that the question of hierarchical
authority was prominent in the minds of the apostles, for it is recorded
that even at the last supper it was a subject of discussion, and they had
been hard at it on the way down to Jerusalem, with the mother of
James and John joining in on their behalf.

At Caesarea Philippi Jesus had informed Peter that Satan desired to
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sift him as wheat. It should be noted that satan had to ask permission
to be involved with a person given to the Lord Jesus, and it should
also be noted that permission was granted. Satan's puipor. *as evit,
as in the case of Job, but the love of Cod used it pu.ior"f,rtty. ,iWh"n
you are converted," that is, changed, "strengthen your brethren."
p19 othgr thing Jesus told peter, i,I have prayed f- you tnut you,
faith fail not;" in the case of Judas his faittr did fail. It is written'that
in every temptation in the trial of our faith a way oi "r."p. i,guaranteed. God does not, however terrible it may reem ut the iime,permit trials except they are purposeful in changing us, and only God
knows what changes are required, or possible.

Armed with his human courage and confidence, and one of the two
swords in his hand, Peter went out with the Lord to Gethsemane to be
sieved as Wheat by the enemy of mankind. ..!_

Satan was allowed to prompt peter into striking the first blow; one
sword was enough. when the ear of Malchus was struck off so peter
was condemned as a rebel against Roman Law and authority; only onepunishment was meted out for such an offence, crucifixion. The fact
that Jesus healed the earless man made no diffirence to the oitlnr..
Peter was a criminal under Roman Law. Jesus was taken, and the
disciples fled in chaos.

That Peter was a brave man by human standards is shown by his
entry into the closed environment of the High priest's garden. His tear
of being discovered with- a cruxifixion chaige hanging-over him musr,
on top of all his mental turmoil over Jesus, travi bien an agony in
time. How would it end, and how would he get out? Three time-s Satan
brought him to the brink in three denials, adding torment to toio,"nt.
I wonder if, as their eyes met at the second blowing of the bugle by the
Roman garrison' known as "the cock", the omniscient poier oi ttre
Godhead registered on the sieved peter. christ, the Innbcent, stood
literally in the place of the guilty peter. So christ suffered for'all our
sins, the innocent for the guilty, for love, that the lost might be
redeemed to God.

I am sure Peter was never the same again. He was changed; Satan
had been allowed to sieve away his chaff. The precious graii haa lonethrough Satan's sieve, back into the keeping of its o*ne.. peteiwas
conformed to some degree to the mind of Christ; painful, permitted,
purposeful. He was changed. "Tell peter all is well" *ai bn. of the
first commands of the Resurrection.

This statement is true today to all who belong to christ. Have you
been sieved? Then be changed and strengthen the brethren.

Repentance and faith is to be converted, or changed, or re-created,
but, remember, conversion is the beginning of ctrange. God creates,
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and what He ireates is ongoing; it is the carrying of the cross: first,
that which is of the earth, earthy, then that which is spiritual.

It is when there is no change that we need to show concern. As the
parable of the talents infers, the man who refused to trade, to be
changed, he who hid his talent in the earth, was bound in the earth,
static, unchanging, unconverted, in outer darkness outside the love of
God.

Change, or, rather, be changed, for man can change nothing of
himself for himself. It is the indwelling power of God, the Holy Spirit,
that changes.

Therefore, be not fearful of change, for although the sieving be
hard, it is purposeful, for these things have an end in us. We are
destined to be with Christ to behold the glory of the Lamb changed into
the likeness of His Glory, "mighty through God to the pulling down of
strongholds; casting down imaginations and every high thing that
exalts itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ."

The Lord was with Joseph
P. A. COOPER (Quorn Baptist Church, Leicester)

It is always refreshing to look at the lives of the saints of the Old
Testament. Their stories were written "for our learning" and they,
being dead, yet speaketh.

The life of Joseph is one of the thrilling records of Holy Writ and
none can read this story without seeing the secret behind his life and of
the sometimes wonderful picture of OUR LORD JESUS we get as we
see the life of Joseph unfold.

In the 39th Chapter of Genesis there is an expression which occurs
no less than four times and it is this. "The Lord was with Joseph".
This surely truly sums up his life. All the way through the LORD was
with him.

GOD has caused these words to be written about Joseph, so it is
really the LORD'S description of him. Those who are familiar with
Joseph's story will know at least, that for a long time, it didn't seem as
though God was with him. Think how he suffered and was unjustly
imprisoned. Nevertheless it was true; the LORD was with him and
through it all there was something about his life that set forth the
presence of God. If a phrase could sketch your life, would it be this

r ' - : - .
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one? How would it look if your secret heart was put into a crypticphrase? Is it seen thlt_ll:.L_gld is wirh you? Can oih.r, tettitraiyou
have "been with JESUS?" This description of course telrs of tii- neartof Joseph; it was the picture of what he realry *as *rttrin. r.ioilrrt u"old man's beloved son, not just the chancell,or of Egypt, bui'irtut t.
was in his innermost soul. The Lord was with- him. Blessed
description, Blessed Man!

Alth-ough types in the scriptures can be over stressed, Joseph was atype of the Lord Jesus and it is remarkable that this ueryptrras'e isusea
of Him by Peter. when taking the gospel to the Roman cornelius
Peter said "He went about doing gooa toi GOD was with HIM.,, So inthe imperfect type you see a glirnpse of the perfect Su;i;;;; No;un
can do these miracles that Thou doest except GoD be with Him saidNicodemus to Jesus.

To have the Lord with us is the blessed favour of the saints andindeed it was the subject of apostolic blessing in the words i,The
LORD be with you."

It is also apparent that the Lord wishes this to be so since His great
promise to all those who go for Him in service is ,,Lo I am with"you
even to the end of the world.',

First then let us look at the V)NDERFTJL FACT.It is evident
from the beginning that GoD was with Joseph. As a child his manner
and ways, were different from his brothers and God aia speat to i,im
in dreams. Because of this his brothers envied him bui his father"Observed the sayings".

GoD still speaks to the young, not in dreams but through His word
and by His Spirit. Are you young? then listen for God's v-oice. Be like
!am_u9l_of old and say ,,Speak Lord, for Thy servant heareth.,, yes,
the LORD was with Joseph in his home.

Then the wretched deed of his brothers had its triumph, and though
he was taken and sold as a slave GoD was still with him.'He "naui.a
as seeing Him who is invisible and the Lord was with him as he stood
to be sold. God led potiphar to buy him and he fell into good hands
(humanly speaking). In .the service of potiphar there was something
quite distinctive about his manner and behaviour and God blessed his
master because of him! A wonderful possibility for the lives of all who
walk with God. He blessed others because of them!
-,There is a lovely prayer that we should all make our own in psarm
90 verse l7 "Let the beauty of the LORD our GOD be upon us. . . the
works of our hands establish Thou it."

so the Lord was with Joseph in the House of potiphar and caused
his diligence and integrity to be seen and acknowledged. Then the
hour and time of temptation came and the LoRD wal still with His
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man. Joseph was soiely tempted by a temptation that has ruined
many. He was good looking and handsome and an evil woman desired
him. Had not God been with him he would surely have fallen and very
few would have blamed him. But he did not futt because God was with
him and he saw sin for what it is - an off.n." against GOD. How
can I do this great wickedness and sin against GOD he said. He did the
right thing... he ran away from the opportunity to sin. There is victory
in flight. Flee youthful lusts is the injunction of the New Testament
and it is right that when circumstances make it easy to sin, you are best
out of i t .

Don't read that silly book, don't go to those places; shut off that
Television, don't think impure things. Remember the words of our
Lord Jesus "If thine eye offend thee pluck it out!" The presence of
GOD then, saves us from sinning and helps us to see sin for what it is
and saves us ere we fall.

So Joseph is cast down by a lie and lost the confidence of his master
and had the unslumbering hate of a wicked woman, and is thrown into
prison. Ah! but GOD is withhim there.

Hence we read of goodness in a dungeon. you see the distraction of
a prison never deprived him of his Real Companion and God was with
him there. See how he manifests the kindneis of God in that place of
confinement. He is kind, active, truthful, and so industrious that the
keeper of the prison puts him in charge of all. The scriptures say that
itwas because the LORD was with him. Other notable men had GOD
with them in prison. Bunyan, Paul and many others. Note the
compassion of Joseph. "Why are you so sad?" he says to the servants of
Pharaoh. See how he tells forth God's way and gives God the glory.
Interpretations belong to GOD he says and does not take the glory to
himself. It was so where ever he went! All God's children are meant to
be so. Ministering to others as we go along on life's way.

The most dramatic of moments come when he is brought up out of
the prison to stand before Pharaoh. He was the greatest living
monarch. Will God be with him then? yes for this was the purpose of
God to bring Joseph to Egypt and then his people (although they be
but 70) and then to bring them out with a mighty arm and plant them
in the land that He promised to Abraham to give them.

Before Pharaoh God is with him and after sometime of
disappointment because of the butler's forgetfulness he tells the
monarch of God's power to send dreams and to interpret them.,' It,s
not in me, but God will give you an answer of peace". Oh yes God was
with him when he stood before pharaoh. So it always was. God was
with him before the king and when he is made second only to that
majesty. With him in all his deliberations during the plenty and the
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famine' with him when his brothers come and his heart yearns to
forgive them. with him when he gives his last charge that his bones ue
"alli9-q out of Egypt. It was a blessed fact rhat GbD was with him.

will men I wonder be able to say of us, "God was with him." what
then was the secret of his life? why was it evident that GoD was with
him?

- For one thing, he remembered the Divine presence. He lived as in
the Presence of God. This is what made him say, I cannot sin against
God. when he named his sons given him in Egypt he confessei that
God had been with him. He worked as before ttre lono. To Joseph
the nearness of God was everything and to do His will was ever his
desire. Another thing, he was pure in heart. He'd have nothing lo do
with unrighteousness. sin shocked him. Alas today men and iomen
make light of sin and joke about it, that can never be. sin is an affront
to God and that which He hates. Jesus said the pure in heart shall see
God, and Joseph did.

He was diligent. His awareness of GoD was seen in his diligence.
To know God means we work for HIM. we serve the Lord chriit and
it is to HIM we shall give an account. what you find to do for GoD
do with all your might and put your heart and soul into it. He rewards
such. GOD never meant us to be idlers.

The life of this early patriarch is fascinating. He had wisdom. He
never complained and his burden of suffering was immense. you can
find nothing in his life that you might improve.... and it was because
God was with him.

He kept true all the time. He never became an Egyptian. All the
honours were heaped upon him but he remained true to the oNE
GoD and the gods of the Egyptians never turned his heart. They built
him a tomb but his body never lay in it. carry my bones hence he said.
God will visit you. He remembered the covenant. He knew God would
do a tremendous thing and take His people out of the land. So all the
way along in his life it was seen that God was with him.

oh that this could be said of all God's people that the Lord was with
them. Make this your first desire. Acknowledge Him as your King and
Lord and you will enjoy that peace which passeth undeistandin! and
others will take knowledge of you that you have been with him. rtow,
it did not exempt him from hatred. It did not prevent him being
tempted. It did not exempt him from disappointment. All these he
had, but he triumphed in them. In all things he was more than
conqueror.

That GOD was with him meant this. He was kept from sin. He
displayed compassion. He was part of a plan of destiny, He had a
happy life, His sons were blessed and Israel was sustained.
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BOOK REVIEWS

It is encouraging that Christian Focus publications have launched
out with a variety of very well produced childrens books. Among them
are:
1. People from Bethlehem, Their lives and how God used them.

This covers Ruth, David, Prophets and Warriors, the birth of the
Saviour, and Bethlehem to-day. There are seven coloured
photographs of landscape scenes, and many more sketches. The script
speaks naturally and simply to children, drawing out many helpful
gospel messages.

2. People from Jericho, Their lives and how God used them.
Similar to the above it contains, Knocking down Walls, Spying out

the Land, Fall of Jericho, Achan's sin, Town rebuilt, Jesus and
Jericho, Tel-es- Sultan (a modern name for an ancient city). Both
these books are written by Colin Morison, illustrations by Art Works
Ltd, and photographs by Bible Scene Slide Tours.

Carine MacKenzie, who writes the children's article in the Gospel
Magazine, has also written the following three childrens books:
Rebekah. The story of Rebekah accurately retold for children, with
coloured illustrations on each of the 32 pages by Duncan Mclaren.
John the Baptist similar to the above
Christian Armour. Six chapters on Soldier Truth
Righteousness - Peace - Faith - Salvation, intermingled with
attractive illustrations inb/w and with puzzles to make each message
stick.

All these may be obtained from C.F.p. Ltd. Geanies House,
Fearns, Tain, Ross-shire, IV20 ITW Scotland or from (Australia and
N.Z.) W. A. Buchanan & Co. 2l Kyabra Street, Fortitude Valley,
Brisbane, Q. Australia. 4006.

W. J. P.

The Spirit of Promise. Donald Macleod. Christian Focus
Publications, Geanies House, Fearn, Tain, Ross-shire, Scotland. pp.
101. Price f2.50. Distributed in U.S.A. by the Banner of Truth Trust.

This is a well informed book written by a leading scholar of the Free
Church of Scotland covering most of the problems raised for believers
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by the Charismatic Movement. It is not however a negative type of
book. One of the strong points made by the author is that "every
authentic Church is a charismatic Church" and "every believer is
charismatic" in the scriptural sense of that word. He enlarges on this
in a most helpful way.

The objection to the usual "charismatic" teaching is the way in
which it undermines the principles of the Reformation, particularly
"sola fide", and "sola scriptura". He calls it the "theology of plus"
- "which in its various forms had bedevilled the Christian church.
For the Galatians it was Christ plus circumcision. For mediaeval
Catholicism, it was Christ plus the sacraments. For Wesley, Christ
plus sinless perfection. For Dispensationalism, Christ plus an earthly
millennium. For Pentecostalism, Christ plus Holy Spirit baptism.
Now... there comes the same plea for More, not merely for growth or
progress but for a new definitive experience which will put us in a
special category. We reject the whole concept of plus. There is nothing
wrong with our resources nor is there any promise of an experience
out of which effectiveness and revival will automatically flow. Let the
ordinary Christians and the ordinary preachers work away at
reforming the church. . . realise that they can never be so filled as not to
need to be filled again... realise that no experience can place within
their jurisdiction and management the power which opens hearts...
That power always remains God's... In our very ordinariness we are
complete in Christ."

Despite these controversial passages however it should be stressed
that the greater part of this book is concerned with explaining from
the scriptures by careful exposition and exegesis, that living
relationship with God which is the heart of true christian experience.
"We are pleading for a view of the christian life as consistently
supernatural". The chapters on the Spirit's work in sealing, filling,
guiding, renewing our minds, etc. are masterly expositions of
Scripture.

We feel that this is an exceptionally good book, and should be put
in the hands of every minister, student, and thoughtful christian.

w.  J .  P .

Benjamin Keach and a monument to liberty. The Fauconberg
Press, Booklet, 36pp, f1.95.

This booklet has been written by Kenneth Dix, one of the trustees of
the chapel at Winslow, and secretary of the Strict Baptist Historical
Society.

Mr Dix commences with a short biography of Benjamin Keach up
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to the time of his marriage in 1660, noting that at 18 years of aS he
was set apart by the church at Winslow for the work of the ministry.
Then follows a short but highly readable note of the religious
background of the times from Elizabeth to the restoration and the Act
of Uniformity.

The years subsequent to this Act are mentioned in much greater
detail when Keach and many others sought to proclaim the Gospel and
honour their Lord. Tribute is given to Mrs Keach, a godly woman,
who stood by her husband when he was in the pillory at Aylesbury and
again in Winslow.

The author then traces the history of the chapel (a monument to
liberty) from the earliest known date until the present time.

There are a number of illustrations and the booklet is attractively
presented, but in some ways it is a sad account for it commences in the
stirring times of the Puritans and ends with many small attempts to
revive the work at Winslow, all of which ended in failure, from our
human viewPoint' 

A. G. s.

Expository Thoughts on the Gospels. J. C. R-vte. f22.gi.
Evangelical Press.

The Evangelical Press have brought out a 4 volume paper back set
of Ryle's Expository thoughts on the Gospels. The text is complete
and unabridged but the footnotes have been deleted. We realise that
the deletion is in the interests of containing the cost - but over the
years we have found the footnotes to be of real value, especially those
in John's Gospel.

We entirely subscribe to what appears in the publisher's blurb
"J. C. Ryle's Expository Thoughts have long been loved and
cherished by generations of Christians since they first appeared. They
contain a simplicity and spirituality that has made them for many the
classic devotional commentary on the Gospels".

M. H.

Christian Family Matters. Evangelical Press of Wales. Edited by
Ian Shaw. Pp 148. f3.50.

This is a symposium by eight highly qualified writers, covering a
wide spectrum of the problems, legal, moral, and religious, that beset
the marital pathway at the present time. It begins with two excellent
chapters on the Bible and the Family, and the Marriage Covenant,
which give the christian background. Following is wise advice in,
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Parenthood, and childhood and Adolescence, for those with the care
of children. Then we have guidance for ihose with the special
problems of Handicapped children, or are considering Fostering and
Adoption. one chapter steers us through various wideianging aiects
in the care of the Elderly. I liked the chapter by Neil ii.f,u.d, on
Divorce, because it not only gave the christian attitudes involved, but
a quite up to date explanation of the legal position, and the christian
relationship to it. Finally came Abortion and Family planning, by a
christian consultanr Psychologist who handled the iroblemt in uott
these fields very lucidly.

The book is one of the best, and will be of enormous help not onry
to those involved, but to those who give christian counr.l both in
religious, and civic agencies.

w.J.P.
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