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Editorial
Soon the season of Christmas will be with us again. How important it

is that we remember its spiritual significance for the emphasis today is largely
on its secular and commercial aspect. For the believer, however, the Lord
Jesus Christ is at the very centre of the wonderful story of Christmas.

1, His birth was wonderful in its simplicity. If men had planned it they would
have had the Saviour born in a palace surrounded by pomp and ceremony.
They would have had the crowned heads of the nations present to do Him
honour. But the Saviour was born in a lowly stable surrounded by the lowly
of the earth. The world knew nothing of the great event which was taking
place.

"How silently, how silently,
?i' The wondrous gift is given".

His birth was wonderful in its meaning. On the Bethlehem hills the
shepherds tended their flocks; but this night was different from any other.
Suddenly the hills were lit with a supernatural light, then came the reassuring
voice of the angel "Fear not . . . . I bring you good tidings of great
joy . . . . unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which
is Christ the Lord". This was surely the greatest message ever to sound
in the ears ofmen. The shepherds lived out their days, but they never forgot
that night and that message.

His birth was wonderful, too, in its condescension. Christmas reminds
us of the amazing truth that the Infinite became an Infant of days. "The

World became flesh and dwelt among us". He was the Heir of all things
laid aside His glory for us men and for our salvation.

We shall do well to keep uppermost in our minds the spiritual significance
of the approaching season.
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The Ten Yirgins
A sermon by the Editor

"Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins which took
their lamps and went forth to meet the Bridegroom and five of them were

wise and five were foolish. 
" Matt. 25.1.

This parable of the ten virgins is surely one of the most solemn of all
the parables which our Lord Jesus Christ gave. It is solemn because of its
subject matter and it is solemn because of the occasion on which it was
given, for it was spoken a few days before the crucifixion. It was delivered
on the Mount of Olives. This really was in sight of Gethsemane and Calvary
and those two solemn events were not very far off. This is part of our [.ord's
prophetical discourse and the time to which it refers is plain and
unmistakable. If you read through Matthew 25 you will find there are three
great divisions, three great subjects. You have first the parable of the ten
virgins which urge upon men watchfulness and reality of religion, and then
it goes on to give the parable of the talents which speaks of diligence and
faithfulness and the chapter ends with the description of the day ofjudgment
- a passage which for majesty and beauty stands unequalled in the New
Testament, and so I want to look at this familiar parable of the ten virgins.
Bishop Ryle says of it that it is meant to be a beacon to the Church of Christ
for all time, because here we have a witness against carelessness and sloth
and apathy and indifference. It has a two-fold message. It has a message
to the sinner and that is "Awake." It has a message to the true servant
of Christ and that message is, "Watch therefore for ye know not the day
nor the hour in which the son of Man cometh."

The setting of the parable is that of a marriage and we need to remember
that marriage in the East, unlike our customs of the West, took place at
night. The bridegroom and his friends came in procession to the bride's
house after nightfall and as soon as the lamps and the torches carried by
the groom's party were seen in the distance then the young women friends
of the bride lit their lamps and went off to meet the groom, joined together
in one procession and returned to the bride's home, and as soon as they
arrived, the door was shut, the marriage ceremony began and no-one else
was admitted. Here says our Lord is a picture, a prophecy of the latter days.
and so we hnd here a wonderful picture of events at the last because Christ
the Bridegroom will come for His Bride the Church. The ten virgins
represent the whole body of the visible Church on earth - the wise virgins
speak of true believers, the foolish virgins represent mere nominal christians
who lack vital saving experience.

Let us look at this and seek to draw out four practical lessons, for such
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it is m6adt to corivey"to us, and so we notice first of all a vital difference.
You remember there are ten virgins, all had lamps - in that they were
equal - five only had oil in their vessels to feed the flame. All professed
to have the same object in view - they were to go to meet the Bridegroom.
So far, so good, but the wise, notice, and the foolish were together until
the moment of the Bridegroom's arrival. So it is in the visible Church on
earth. You remember the parable of the wheat and the tares in Matthew
13 and the question was asked, "Shall we gather out the tares that have
been sown by the enemy?" And the Lord said, "No, let both grow together
until the harvest lest ye root up the wheat also, but in the time of harvest
I will gather the tares together and bind them in bundles and burn them,
but gather the wheat into My barn." So we have both here a picture of
the visible church and professing church, the wise and the foolish. Now
you will frnd that this is the position taken up in the Thirty Nine Articles
of Religion that were drawn up by the Reformers and one of them says
that in the visible Church the evil be ever mingled with the good and it
is only at the last Day there will be a real separation between the wise and
the foolish.

Now then, who are the wise? The wise are those who know the plague
of their own heart. Those who have been convicted of their sin. those who
know Christ as their Saviour and Lord, those who seek to please God and
who regard this life as but a preparation for eternity. They are they who
I believe are spoken of as the wise. What about the foolish here? Well,
the foolish are those without spiritual experience. They have a knowledge,
but not a saving knowledge; they know the Articles of Faith in the head,
but have not experienced them in the heart. They know ofChrist as a great
figure of history and as a great religious Leader, but they have not really
known Him as Lord and Saviour. But notice too the mention of the oil
because this is interesting. Throughout Scripture oil is spoken ofas a type
or a picture of the Holy Spirit and lamps are no use without oil, and we
are useless ourselves spiritually without the possession of the Holy Spirit.

Now Paul tells us quite bluntly in Romans 8, "If any man have not the
Spirit of Christ he is none of His" and so you see those who do not have
oil in their lamps speak of the mere nominal christians, one who lacks the
inward reality. So we find some have outward profession and others have
the inward possession. That makes all the difference. Like the ten virgins,
we either have the oil of grace or we have not. We are either a member
of Christ or we are not. It is as plain as that, as solemn as that. So we see
then a vital difference as our first point.

Then notice, secondly, a neglected truth v.5. "While the Bridegroom
tarried they all slumbered and slept." How easily the Church forgets the
fact of the Second Advent. We forget so often that there are two Advents
mentioned in Scripture, an Advent in humiliation and an Advent in glory
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- an Advent to suffer and one to reign, a personal Advent of Christ to
carry the cross and a personal Advent at the end of time to wear the crown.
Has not this been a truth that has been obscured time after time down the
centuries of Church history? Do you remember even in the New Testament
times that the Apostles went to one extreme and they stumbled at the fact
of Christ's sufferings. Indeed, Peter said "Lord, be this far from Thee -

this shall never be unto you." But they had forgotten that it was plainly
spoken of Christ that He would suffer. They dwelt, you see, exclusively
on the Second Coming in glory, but so many have gone to the other extreme,
they have concentrated on His sufferings - the first Advent - and they
have forgotten that it has a complementary truth that He will come again
at the end of time. Just as the Scriptures were fulfilled relating to His first
coming, how that He would be sold for thirty pieces of silver, that His hands
and feet were to be pierced, that He would be numbered with the
transgressors, and all those Scriptures were ultimately fulftlled, just so those
that relate to the Second Coming will also be fulfilled in God's good time.
Do you remember the word given to the Apostles and the company that
assembled at the Day of Ascension, "Ye men of Galilee why stand ye gazing
up into heaven, this same Jesus whom ye have seen go up into heaven shall
so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go." We neglect the truth
of the Second Coming to our spiritual loss. This is not just a prophetical
thing. It is that, but it is meant to be very practical, it is spoken of as "that

blessed hope" a purifying hope. It is spoken of as a motive for patience,
for moderation and for spiritual-mindedness, and surely it is one of the
strongest arguments for missionary work because the Bible tells us that the
time is short, but the Gospel must first be preached and then cometh the
end. It is indeed a neglected truth. "While the Bridegroom tarried, they
all slumbered and slept," and while Christ has tarried these centuries men
have slumbered and slept and some have gone so far as Peter puts it, to
say, "Where is the promise of His coming for all things continue as they
were from the beginning."

But notice, thirdly, how suddenly Christ's advent will take both the
Church and the world, completely by surprise. Notice here, it says
"suddenly at midnight there was a cry heard Behold the Bridegroom
cometh." More than once it is spoken of as a thief in the night, and will
find the majority of men utterly unprepared. It will find many of His
believing people sleepy and indolent. Notice again, v.5, "They all, (wise
and foolish,) slumbered and slept. " When that day comes business will be
going on as it has always gone on. Politicians will be wrangling on either
side of the House and the Speaker will be still calling "Order, order" and
buying and selling will be in process and men will be seeking after pleasure.
This will be the order of events of life. Rich men will still be faring
sumptuously every day and the poor will be murmuring and complaining.
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There will still be the squabbles and the divisions. Ministers will still be
calling for repentance and the vast majority will be putting off the day of
decision, and then suddenly, in an hour when no man thinketh, the startled
world will be summoned to break off its employments and stand before
its lawful King. There will be a cry made, "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh,
go ye out to meet Him."

My fourth point is this, that it will be a day of tremendous change. Many
will find out the value of saving faith too late. The unwise, the ungodly
who now have no sense of sin and no experience of faith and no desire
and love after holiness, (these are subjects that they intensely dislike but
they will change their opinion in that day - they will see things differently)
they will cry to the wise, to the godly, "Give us of your oil" and the light
of that day will show everything in its true colours. Many will seek salvation
with earnestness and not be able to find it because the day of grace will
be passed. And notice in the parable, as is consistent with the rest of
Scripture, there is no hint of a second chance, and notice too v. I I and 12
When they had gone to get the oil they said, "Lord, Lord, open to us but
He answered and said 'Verily I say unto you, I know you not. ' ' ' How awful,
how dreadful! But such will be the case.

What will it be for the wise? v.10, "They that were ready went in to
the marriage." "They that were ready." They got ready, beforehand, in
the intervening time, before the call went up "Behold the Bridegroom
cometh" and really it is only true christians that are ready for this supreme
event. They are ready now because they have been clothed in the
righteousness of Christ. They have put on the garments of salvation,and
to them it will be an immediate entrance. No sooner had the Bridegroom
come than they went in and so it will be at that last great Day, and what
a joyous thing it will be. Here in the parable they went in to the festivities
of the marriage. They went in with the Bridegroom and surely that is the
glory of heaven and the crown of its joys that we shall be with Christ. Do
you remember Paul when he is speaking of those great events in I Thess.
4. "So shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another
with these words. " It is a comforting truth. Notice the security that it will
afford, v.10. "And the door was shut." It speaks not only of exclusion
but inclusion. It speaks of security. In the story of Noah and the Ark when
everything had been gathered in it was God who shut the door and gave
them security. So it will be at the last. What a change it will be because
for the wise, for the believer (use which expression you like) they will be
free from everything that now mars their comfort, the door will be shut
against the fiery darts of Satan and, how he fairly aims his darts at us! He
knows the chinks in the armour. He knows how to plague us and distress
us but that will be over, for the door will be shut against our own
shortcomings and backslidings and no longer will we be vexed with
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temptation. Faith will be swallowed up in sight and hope will be a certainty
and the day of Christ's return will make amends for all and surely if we
find joy and peace in believing here what will be our feelings when we
behold the King in all His beauty. Oh what will it be, if the report of the
land that at present is very far off, ifthat is pleasant to us, never shall we
be able to describe it when we shall see it with our own eyes. We shall
take up the words of David in the l6th Psalm and say, "Truly in Thy
presence is fullness ofjoy and at Thy right hand there are pleasures for
evermore. "

"They went in with the Bridegroom and the door was shut."
Let me wind up by applying it and asking a question or two. First of

all, are you ready? Notice we read here, 'They that were ready went in"
and none other. There was a readiness on the part ofthe wise. In I Thess.
1 the Apostle speaks of the tremendous transformation that had come over
these early converts. He said "Ye turned to God from idols to serve the
living and the true God" and notice "And to wait for His Son from heaven."
This was the anticipation of the early Church. They were ready. They had
been brought out of darkness into God's marvellous light. They turned from
idols and from paganism to the true and the living God, and they were
waiting for His Son from heaven and as Peter puts it, "We are to be looking
and hastening unto the coming of the day of Christ." But are we ready?
We are to live soberly and righteously and godly in this present evil world.

Now a word to the unwise, to the nominal professors. The word is
"Awake and flee to Christ." The last moment will be too late. The last
opportunity may never come. "They that were ready went in. " Are you?

And a word to the wise, to the believer, and the word is there in v.l3
"Watch therefore. " We are to watch against sin, against pride, against self-
seeking. We are to watch for the world's sake, because you know christians
are the only books that many people read. They don't take up the Bible.
They don't read any devotional books, but they are watching christians.
They watch your habits. They watch your life style and they draw their
own conclusion. We need to pray and seek to be epistles of Christ known
and read of all men. I believe the world takes far more notice of us than
we can ever credit, but what do they see? Do they see that we are consistent,
because they come down on us heavily if we fail to live up to what we profess
and if we are inconsistent we are causing them to stumble. "Then shall
the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins which took their lamps
and went forth to meet the Bridegroom. Five of them were wise and five
were foolish." To which group do we belong? May we be found amongst
those that have oil in their lamps who are ready for the cry 'Behold the
Bridegroom cometh,' and if we are amongst that group then we shall take
up at that last day the great words we were reading this morning from Isaiah
25, "lnthat day shall this be said, Lo, this is our God we have waited for

I
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Him. I{e will come afid He will save us. This is the Lord; we will be glad
and rejoice in His salvation."

These important words of our Lord were-written for our learning just
as much as when they were first spoken on the Mount of Olives, within
hours of the cross of Christ. May we have grace to hear and receive and
apply these truths to ourselves, for His Name's sake, Amen.

* ,

CARINE MACKENZIE

THE ROCK OF GIBRALTAR

Have you heard the saying 'solid as the Rock of Gibraltar'? That means
that something is strong and enduring. This summer we visited Gibraltar
for a day when on holiday in the south of Spain. The rock stood out
dramatically as we drove along the coast. It is quite a landmark from all
directions. The British naval forces are very prominent in the small town.
Gibraltar is in an important strategic position and Britain is very proud to
have control of this area at the southern tip of Spain.

One of the interesting features to visit in Gibraltar is the rock area itself
where the Barbary Apes live. Winston Churchill is reported to have said
that so long as the Barbary Apes are on the Rock then Gibraltar will be
British. The apes are free to roam about but they are fed daily by the
authorities to encourage them to stay.

We place a great deal of reliance on the strength of the Rock of Gibraltar.
But in this changing world, things could so quickly alter. Whether the apes
are there or not, the territory could change hands and Britain would no longer
have this stronghold as a stepping stone to the Mediterranean and beyond.

There is only one Rock on which we can truly rely never to change and
always to be a stronghold and fortress for us. That is Jesus Christ. Time
and again in the Bible the Lord is referred to as 'the rock of my salvation',
'the rock of my strength' or 'the rock of my refuge'.

He is the only sure source of safety in the storms and dangers of life.
'Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I,'was the prayer of David.

Isaiah describes the Lord as being 'as the shadow of a great rock in a
weary land'. A rock is not only a source of strength and security but a
valuable source of shade from the fierce heat of the sun in the desert. The
Lord Jesus is our protection against the fierce heat of the wrath of God
due to us for our sin. He has taken the place of his people on the cross
at Calvary.
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1. And man shall be . . . . . . as the shadow of a
rock in a weary land. (Isaiah 32.2.)
2. Let the of the rock sing. (Isaiah
42.r1.)
3. The Lord liveth and
18.46.)

be my rock. (Psalm

4' Moses lifted up his hand and with his - he smote the rock twice.
(Numbers 20.; l l . )
5. And build an unto the Lord thy God upon the top
of this rock. (Judges 6.26.)

fortress. (Psalm 18.2.)
. (II Samuel22.3.)

8. Manoah offered it upon a rock unto
did wondrously; (Judges 13.19.)

the Lord: and the

9. My God is the rock of my (Psalm 94.22.\

"Redeeming the time" Colossians 4:5

Resolved: "Never to lose one moment of time. but to improve it in the
most profitable way I possibly can".

Resolved: "To l ive with all my might while I do l ive.,.
Jonathan Edwards.

6. The is my rock and mv
7. The God of my rock; in him will I

A rock was also a source of life-giving water to the children of Israel
on their journey to the Promised Land. They desperately needed water.
Moses prayed to the Lord. He was instructed to talie his rod and smite the
rock. Immediately out poured water. The apostle paul in his letter to the
corinthians tell us that the Rock is a picture or cnrist Himself. He too was
smitten to provide life-giving water for his people. whoever drinks the water
from the Rock Christ shall never thirst again. He alone can satisfz the longing
soul.

The Rock of Gibraltar may be strong and secure enough but nothing in
comparison to the strength, safety, protection and proviiion that is to-be
found in the Rock of Jesus Christ.

Ptnzle

Find the word missing from the following verses. The answers will spell
out something from the story.
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Jottings on Hebrews
A. V. McCANDLISH

Chapter 9
The worship of God under the old covenant. vv. 1-10

The object of the writer is to contrast the worship of God under the old
covenant, with the worship under the new. He takes us back to the institution
of the worship as God commanded it by Moses in the Tabernacle. As we
have seen, Moses was given a glimpse of the true worship, but the
Tabernacle worship was only a shadow, or type of what he saw. v.9. It
was an earthly aid to represent heavenly realities. We note that all the
materials used were the very finest that could be used; so that they would
convey the thought of the preciousness of worship, and the glory of God;
but they were perishing things. Something more was needed to reveal the
nature of true worship; the tabernacle was an earthly sanctuary. v.l. The
writer goes on to describe it. He begins with the first compartment, the
Holy place, "wherein was the candlestick, and the table of shewbread."
v.2. He omits the golden altar of incense, though normally it stood there.
Exod. 30; 1-7. Then he speaks ofthe holy ofholies, and begins by stating
that it had the golden censer, and the ark ofthe covenant with its contents,
and the mercy seat with the cherubims of glory. v.4,5. Normally there was
nothing in the holy of holies but the ark. Here he is thinking of the day
of atonement. Lev.16; 12,13. He then goes on to speak of the priests who
went into the first compartrnent to accomplish the service of God. v.6. Every
day they went in to burn incense on the golden altar, and to trim the lights;
but none ofthe ordinary congregation oflsrael were allowed to approach,
and even the priests were not allowed to enter the holy of holies. The veil
always shut off this inner sanctuary, none were allowed to enter there on
pain of death. Once a year on the day of atonement the high priest was
commanded to offer the appointed sacrifice, and come to sprinkle the blood
on the ark, and before it, and to come out immediately he had done so.
This service was required because the tabernacle itself was defiled by the
sins of Israel; and God could not be present there unless the appointed
sacrifices were offered. In all this we see the limitations of the worship
under the old covenant. There was no way for them to enter within the
veil to have a close and intimate fellowship with God, because the old
covenant was broken every time any of the Israelites sinned. None of their
sacrifices could make them fit to have a close fellowship with God. Their
worship was symbolic, and looked forward to the time when Messiah should
establish the new covenant that was promised, in which all the things
foreshadowed by their worship under the covenant of the law, should become

249
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realities, and open the way to real fellowship in the presence of God. Let
us pause to consider, what is our experience when we worship? Do we really
enter into the presence of God, and realise it? What worship do we bring
to God? Are we sure that it is acceptable? Is our worship sometimes just
a religious habit?

The sacrifice of the new covenant. vv.ll-I5.
"Christ being come, an high Priest of good things to come. " These good

things are the blessings of the new covenant, as promised inJer.3l;33,34.
Let us however enquire what is meant by the words of v. I1, "Christ being
come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that
is to say, not of this building; neither by the blood of calves, but by His
own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us." The coming of Christ here is clearly linked with the
offering of Himself as a sacrifice, and the tabernacle seems to be the body
in which Christ was incarnate. We read in John 1.14 "The word was made
flesh and dwelt (tabernacled) among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth". God the
Son dwelt in the tabernacle of a human body. God was manifested in the
flesh. Why did He come thus? He said "He came to give His life a ransom
for many" Mark 10.45. So here in v.l I we are reading about Christ coming
to offer His life as a sacrifice for sinners. The writer is thinking of the service
on the day of atonement, when the high priest came with the blood of
bullocks and goats as God appointed Lev. 16.3/5. He came to sprinkle the
blood within the veil, and this was his only right to enter within the veil.
He had to withdraw immediately the blood had been sprinkled, and the veil
still hung there, shutting himself and the people of Israel outside. They could
not enter into a closer fellowship with God. The sins of the broken covenant
kept them outside. Here we are told that Christ came by a greater and more
perfect tabernacle . . . neither by the blood of calves and goats, but by His
own blood He entered into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us. v.ll.l2. Clearly the writer is comparing the sacrifice
of Christ Himself, with the sacrifices offered on the day of atonement. It
was when Jesus cried out on Calvary "it is finished" that the veil of the
temple was rent from top to bottom showing that by His death, the veil
was done away. Mat. 27-51. He had obtained eternal redemption, and every
believer is given free access into the presence of God, to enjoy fellowship
with God. Heb. 10.20 indicates the veil, that is to say the flesh of Jesus,
was rent to secure this admission for us. He secured eternal redemption
for us. We were enslaved by Satan and sin, but by His death the Lord Jesus
paid the price of our sins, and those of all His people since the fall of Adam,
so that sin and death have no more dominion over us. He has bought us,
so we belong to Him, and none can pluck us out of His hand. He has broken

I
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the chain of sin, so now He has made us the servants of God. and made
that service a delight, and not a mere duty. ft has become an experience
of fellowship with God and the Lord Jesus. In v. 13 this theme is continued.
The blood of bulls and of goats sanctified to the puri$,ing of the flesh. The
cleansing given as a result of those sacrifices only dealt with ceremonial
uncleanness, which was due to their failure to meet requirements of the
law. The offerer himself was unchanged, he was still a sinner, and the debt
of his sin still remained. Only the interest on the debt was paid, so that
he could continue in the relationship that he had with God under the law
of the old covenant. The blood of Christ which was shed when He offered
Himself as the sacrifice for our sins, through the eternal Spirit, purged the
consciences of all who believe from dead works to serve the living God.
How did it purge the consciences of believers? By the enlightenment of
the Holy Spirit the believer sees the blood of Christ had actually paid the
whole debt of his sin. It was put away for ever, so that it ceased to exist,
and his conscience declared him to be clean. At the same time, he was given
the new nature of a child of God. All that proceeded from the old nature
were dead works, because he was dead in trespasses and sins. he sinned
in all he did because he was a sinner. The believer's old nature is crucified
with Christ; the new nature gives him the desire to serve his Saviour and
his God. It is through the Lord Jesus and His work alone that we receive
this new nature, and He has brought us who believe into this personal
relationship with God. He is the Mediator of the new covenant, and this
could only become a reality through His death. The purpose of His death
was to rescue us who were transgressors of God's law, so that we could
receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

The nature of the new covenant. vv.16-28.

Christ is the mediator of the new covenant. The Greek word is the one
the writer has used for covenant, but here it has been translated testament,
because the new covenant is not dependent, as was the old, on any other
party fulfilling any conditions. In a testament or will, the terms are made
entirely by one party, the other party can only accept or refuse what is
offered. So here the eternal inheritance could only be procured by the
suffering and death of the Mediator. The blessings which He bequeathed
were blessings which His death, and nothing but His death, could give Him
the power to bestow. Christ bequeathed what He obtained by dying.
Believers are described as heirs of God. In dying Christ made us heirs.
We are told here "that by means of death, for the redemption of the
transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called
might receive the promise of eternal inheritance". Let us note they which
are called, C. Simeon says, God calls His people not by force but with the
cords of a man, and with bands of love. How was it that Jacob was drawn
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into Egypt? He felt the pressure of famine, he was informed that there was
corn in Egypt, and that his dearly beloved Joseph was lord of all that land.
He was told that Joseph had expressly invited him, and sent wagons to carry
him and his family, and provision for the way. Did he need a chain to be
dragged into Egypt? No, all he needed was faith to believe the tidings. Thus
God draws sinners. A man's death must take place before his will can take
effect. Christ's death could be seen as the purchase money of the estate
which He bequeaths. What is the estate? The pardon of our sins; the robe
of His righteousness; the gift of eternal life, which is the power to experience
and enjoy communion with the Father and the Son, by the Holy Spirit; and
the inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, reserved in heaven for us. As
we read of the first covenant being dedicated with blood that was sprinkled
by Moses on the book, and on all the people of Israel, and on the tabernacle
and vessels of ministry, we may well ask why was this? Surely it was because
all the relationship with God, and the service of the sanctuary was a figure
and type ofthe new covenant that was to bring reality instead ofjust types
and shadows. The emphasis was all on the shedding of blood, without which
there could be no remission of sins, and no relationship at all with the holy
God. These old covenant ordinances were types or patterns of heavenly
realities, and for these a better sacrifice was needed. So Jesus entered into
heaven itself, not just into an earthly sanctuary, to appear in the very
presence of God for us who believe. The high priest of old entered the holy
of holies with the blood as God appointed, to atone for the sin of Israel;
but he had to repeat this every year, for the debt of sin remained unpaid.
Christ entered in once, when He had offered Himself as the sacrifice, and
it never needed to be repeated because He had paid off the whole debt of
sin once for all. He had finally settled the account of sin. All men live and
die once, and after death they will be raised again to be judged according
to their works. So with our Lord Jesus; He came as a man to live only
once in the history of the world. He finished the work of redemption for
all His people; no matter in which period of time they lived their lives.
He is now acting as our great High Priest. He will come back to this world,
not to suffer, but to execute judgment here! We who believe are exhorted
to look for Him, i.e. to live so that we shall greet Him with joy. He will
come to show the perfection of His work in those who have believed on
Him; for He will present them perfect in holiness. Let us who read pause
to note "it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment. "

Death is an appointment that all of us must keep; but it is not the end. We
shall all be raised to life again to be judged according to our works. It is
"that every one may receive the things done in this body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad." 2 Cor. 5.10 Rev. 20.12.
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Jottings from a
Pitgrim's Notebook

John 7:37-53

The Promise of Jesus

Here Jesus gave the greatest publicity to His claim. At this feast the Jews
were remembering how God provided for their forefathers in the wilderness,
when Moses smote the rock and God brought forth a river of water. Every
day a priest led a procession to the Pool of Siloam where he filled a golden
pitcher with water. As they re-entered the city through the Water Gate,
there was a three-fold blast on their trumpets. Then when the priests arrived
in the temple, he poured the water into a silver basin at the altar and the
people shouted and waved palm branches.

I rather think it was just then that Jesus stepped forward and cried aloud,
'If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink. He that believeth on
Me, out of his inner man shall flow rivers of living water.' Here He declared
His oneness with God who provided water out of the rock. He will
completely satisfy all who trust Him ful1y. As the water flowed from the
smitten rock in the wilderness, so after He was smitten at Calvary, He would
give to all who truly believe the fullness of the Holy Spirit. What a promise
for us. May we be moved to receive it.

It was no wonder that some in that crowd recognised Jesus as the prophet
of Deut. 18.18, and others as the Christ, God's anointed One. No wonder
the temple police could not arrest Him. See how Nicodemus was moved
to speak up and declare that the Pharisees ought to examine His claim.

A. V. McC

,. "The Gospet does not abrogate God's law but it makes men love it
with all their hearts" - J. Greshem Machen.

"L,ot chose the plain of Jordan because it was well watered; but his
soul was all but withered there" - R. M. McCheyne 1813-43.
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Miss Ruth Cowell
MAURICE HANDFORD

To have written in the pages of the Gospel Magazine in each issue for
over 6J years marks Miss Cowell out as an extraordinary woman. Few
can have excelled such a record of literary output. She was one in whom
the work of grace was wrought at a very early age; she was nurtured and
trained from infancy by godly parents. ''I can scarcely remember the time"
she said "when I did not know the things of the Lord, although to love
them was blessedly made mine later by the Spirit's application". Her
childhood was marked by a happy simplicity due to the wise upbringing
of her mother, who always found time to devote to her large iamily.

Miss Cowell was never strong and was always delicate, most of her life
was spent in weakness and suffering. At one period she was completely
laid aside for five years - "truly of those days I can say, they were some
of my very best and my sick chamber was oft times made by His blessed
presence 'none other than the house of God and the very gate of heaven';
many of my best and most abiding lessons have been learned when called
to 'come apart and rest awhile' with the Master in sweet company. Looking
back upon all my suffering, all my trials, all those dark Aays bf sorrow,
the many intricacies of the pathway, yea all He has been pleased to appoint
me, has only proved to my wondering admiring heart what a God He is
to His children".

Ruth was the youngest daughter of George Cowell of Snoball Grange,
Burton-on-Trent, himself a writer for the Gospel Magazine for many years
and for a short period its editor. It was he who in 1887 suggested to her
the idea of writing for the magazine. Little did she think she would not
lay down her pen until 1954 when she was called Home. When her father
raised the suggestion she said "I quickly put the idea from me feeling utterly
incapable and unworthy". She was pressed to make it a matter of prayer
and was encouraged by her father's words "small beginnings in His hand
could be made to grow beyond all calculations and expectations". In
recounting those days she wrote "after waiting upon the Lord the first few
humble utterances appeared from Isaiah 58:8 with the distinct understanding
that the writer should remain unknown". Her identity was concealed foi
several years and was eventually disclosed by Dr. Doudney. These small
beginnings were to reach their 68th year. Her contributions appeared under
the letter 'R' and were headed WELLSPRINGS. She used to say ',the well
is deep and there is living water".

Succeeding editors testified of the value of her writings. James Ormiston
in 1903 when she had been writing for some years said .'we gladly avail
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ourselves ofthe oppornrnity to record our deep sense of indebtedness the
Lord's handmaid for her unwearying services in the interests of God's
truth. " The last editor under which she seried, the Rev W Dodgson Sykes
wrote in 1954 "it is fitting, we feel, to describe her as a 'mother in Israel'.
She had indeed many God-given gifts and manifested a motherly affection
for the children of God, writing for their spiritual guidance, comfort and
edification".

Miss Cowell was once on holiday in Bournemouth and feeling somewhat
tired sat on a seat in the Winter Gardens. She then noticed an elderly
gentleman sitting at the other end of the seat reading the Gospel Magazine.
Summoning up courage to speak to the stranger she said, "I am very pleased
to notice what magazine you are reading". He looked up and replied quite
feelingly "Oh, are you familiar with the Gospel Magazine?" To which
she answered quietly "Yes, indeed I am". This led to further conversation
and eventually he said "do you know there are certain articles in this
magazine to which I feel particularly drawn and I always look forward to
reading them. They are under the heading "Wellsprings" and are signed
at the end with the letter 'R' I have often wished I could meet that person
and personally express my appreciation". Miss Cowell could hardly
suppress her emotion and having regained her composure said to him "surely

this is one of those divine orderings and appointments of God, for the one
who writes those articles in the Gospel Magazine is here present, it is I
myself, Ruth Cowell of Bristol, so that your wish is now gratified". It was
now the turn of the elderly gentleman to express his wonder and thankfulness
to God and they were enabled to rejoice together at the goodness of the
Lord. From this experience there grew a bond of spiritual union and
fellowship which remained throughout their earthly pilgrimage.

After her father's death in 1895 Miss Cowell and her two sisters came
to live in Bristol and joined the congregation of St. Mary-le-Port under the
ministry of the Rev. James Ormiston who had succeeded her father as editor
of the Gospel Magazine. She rejoiced in the faithful ministry of the Word
to be found in that church and in its simplicity of worship. Although she
lived about a mile and half from the church she always walked both ways
even in extreme old age and was an example to many. She loved the doctrines
of grace and glorying in these great truths she endured to the end. "Are

not mine eyes upon the truth?" was a text on which she leaned and often
quoted. It was her standby and comforting assurance.

Of a gentle, quiet and loving disposition she was a helper and succourer
of many and her company was always much sought after by believers for
fellowship in the things of God. "Come and welcome" was her ready,
response to an expressed desire to see her. There were often happy little
gatherings in her home especially at the time of the Clifton Conference.
She had a great love for children and longed for their spiritual welfare,
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and growth of one and another, and she used every opportunity to make
known the beauty and all-sufficiency of the Lord lesui Ctrrist.

She had a very extensive correspondence. Her letters were to many a
means of grace not merely letters as such. The magazine brought her into
contact with many over the years and this brought her much happiness.
Many glad surprises and joy she had in welcoming readers to hei^home,
unknown in person but who looked her up in passing through Bristol because
of the spiritual blessings they had received through hei writings in the
magazine and were anxious to meet the so spiritually gifted a writer.

Miss cowell was a friend and supporter of the Aged pilgrims' Friend
Society for many years. At the beginning of the Firsi world war she was
urged to hold a sale of work at her house on behalf of the society. Many
of her friends promised their help and support in this venture. Thb sale of
work was accordingly held, the first of many such efforts in Bristol. when
many years later a Home was established in Bristol, it was fitting that it
should be called "the Ruth cowell Home", in honourable memor! of the
one who had worked and prayed so much for the work.

. Miss cowell was gifted with a very retentive memory. Not long before
she died two friends visited her and one of them offered to read tf,e rto.y
of the walk to Emmaus (Luke 24). "Have you ever read the poet cowper's
version of that?" she asked. she then proceeded to recite without fault,
the whole of the beautiful thirty two linei from "Conversation" besinnine:"It happen'd on a solemn eventide, Soon after He that was our SurJtv diei.
Two bosom friends each pensively inclined. The Scene of alr those ,o.ro*,
left behind"

She had a well stored mind and well read in the great theological works
of the past. Dr. Hawker's Portion's were her conitant compinion along
with the best of all books, the Bible.

- A contemporary of hers wrote at the time of her death ,.Her scriptural,
deeply experimental articles and writings in the Magazine speak for h^er and
are her best memorial - her spiritual self and life. t'Thy statutes have been
my songs in the house of my pilgrimage" she could truthfully say. The Book,
the word of God, was never far away from her, visible at aniimes and always
present to her heart and mind. In all her sorrows and trials she turned to
the written word and was satisfied". one one occasion Miss cowell was
out shopping near her home when a lady stopped to speak to her and said"Miss cowell, I often feel amazed that in spite of the lossls you have sustained
and the lonely path you now have to tread, you remiin so bright and
cheerful". To which she replied "The Lord said, .cast they burden upon
the Lord and He shall sustain thee' and that is where I seek to tuke.y troubles.
Beside this, we read in the psalms of David 'whose offereth praise glorifieth
Me and to him that ordereth his conversation arisht will I show the ialvation
of God.'In this spirit and attitude of heart I d-esire to live".

I
I

t
f



The Gospel Magazine 2s7

After herpassing &bre*ere many tributes paid to her. The church warden
at St. Mary le Port said of her "we rejoice that we have been privileged
to be acquainted with so choice a saint. Miss Cowell was always ready to
speak a word for the Lord Jesus Christ to those with whom she came into
contact. The sorely tried servants of the Lord would be encouraged to "look

up" and the young to "buy the truth and sell it not". It can be truly said
of her that she was a living epistle, known and read of all men. Her testimony
was life-long".

In one of her last letters she wrote "the shadows of the evening are
lengthening out and I shall soon lay the burden of the flesh down. Oh, think
of it! What a glorious exchange, 'when sin shall cease and death shall die
and Christ His glory shall reveal and beam upon my ravished eye"'. She
often quoted the lines:

"We speak of the realms of the Blest.
, Of that country so bright and so fair;

And oft are its glories confessed;
But what must it be to be there?"

To another friend who visited her in her last illness she said "I am now
going down into the 'valley of the shadow of death, yet will I fear no ill,
for Thou art with me'. I humbly believe that underneath are those everlasting
arms of divine love and mercy. So says the Psalmist 'I know that it shall
be well with them that fear God'. " So passed this great soul from the church
militant here on earth to the church triumphant in heaven.

With her death on lOth February 1954, aged 95 years, the family link
with the Gospel Magazine going back to 1848 was broken, a period of 106
years.

,:, 6'W€ need restraining grace as well as saving grace"-William Tiptaft.

Even on the brink of Jordan, said a dying saint, I find Satan nibbling
at mv heels.

"A man may be out of Christ today, and in Him tomorrow; but he cannot

f; 
in ttim today and out of Him tomorrow'" 

Augustus Toplady
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Blessing out of Zion
"Behold, bless ye the Inrd, All ye servants of the Lord, which by night
stand in the house of the ktrd. Ltfr up your hands in the sanctuary, And
btess the Inrd The tnrd thot 

%:!;;r;!;.nd 
eanh btess thee out of Zion. ' '

D.T. MARTIN

Mr. Martin is Pastor of Providence Chapel, Northampton
There is a collection of Psalms here (Psalms l2O-134) which would

certainly benefit us if we looked a little into their background in order to
catch the fulness of their flavour and the depth of their meaning. There
are fifteen of them in all and they form a little Psalter right in the heart
of the main body, and it is the conviction of many that they hang together
with living messages running on in a connected theme. We can only come
down to one or two little points in that progression.

Firstly, they are Songs of Degrees, Songs of Ascent, the whole idea being
that we are going up one step at a time. We are marching upward to Zion
the beautiful City of God. So there is a PROGRESSION. The believer,
though he stumbles and falls in the way, yet he is in the upward way. The
world is going DOWN. There are those like Judas who are going to their
own place in a solitary darkness for ever, but the believer is going UP.
That way is hard, painful and rigorous but the vital thing is that he is going
up. His Songs are Songs of Degrees-

Secondly, let us look at their history. No-one is exactly sure why they
were written, and there has been a tremendous amount of speculation upon
them. There has been much profitable thought and research put into them.
Perhaps the best conclusion that has come out of them is this. You know
how Israel-many of them-lived at a distance from Zion and Jerusalem;
they went up to Jerusalem at certain times in the year, at the time of solemn
feasts and assemblies before the Lord in His house, and it was not just the
ones and twos-it was whole communities and families that went up. You
can imagine with differing age groups how they would get very weary and
they would no doubt refresh themselves, especially near the end of the
journey, near Jerusalem itself up those steep inclines up to the hill of God-
they would have to sit down and have a breather. They used to improve
the time; they would say, "Let's sing a song to the Lord on our way up. "

David here saw a progression in the believer's experience on his way up
into the Lord's presence. Here then is the general theme in regard to the
progression of these Psalms. Go back to Psalm 120 right through to Psalm
133 and you will see this progression. We start off in Psalm 120 with the
believer looking down. "Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech" with hateful,
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hhteful, nghtinlpebple. But it is amazing how these Songs 6fid up *ith
love and union. They start off with bitterness and the restlessness of strife,
looking down, "Woe is me" that I am in this place. But in Psalm 121 the
Psalmist starts to look up. "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from
whence cometh my help? My help cometh from the Lord which made heaven
and earth. " As yet he has not focussed his eyes-he is not, as yet, looking
at anything in particular. But in Psalm l22hehas focussed his eyes, because
he has seen what is on top of the hill, the house of God, the very presence
ofGod upon earth. Can you see that? He has focussed now on the highest
terrestrial place, right on top of the mountain. He is looking at Zion, but
he did not stop there because the trajectory goes right up-Psalm 123-a
beautiful Psalm-there the line of vision goes straight up into heaven. "Unto

Thee lift I up mine eyes, O Thou that dwellest in the heavens." What
progression there is here. Four Psalms and you are in heaven!

We have 15 of the shortest Psalms here. Someone said about Psalm l3l
'it is one of the shortest Psalms to read but one of the longest Psalms to
learn'-humility-Oh! the sweet humility of that Psalm 13l.

Now let us come to Psalm 134-the very last of these steps- the fifteenth
step, and in a sense I suppose it is a bit of an anti-climax. It is like all
pilgrimages in this life, all lessons and all journeys in this life-they have
an end, an anti-climax. We have to say "Goodbye"-all good things have
an end with "goodbye" here below, and in a sense Psalm 134 is a
"Goodbye" Psalm. Here are people who have been up to the feast-they
have had a lovely time, a sweet time of fellowship consummated in Psalm
133, that potent precious Psalm of loving union, that power house of
blessing. But now they have got to say 'goodbye'-they have to go home.

A section of the congregation who have been worshipping at the time
ofthe Feast are speaking in vs. I &2,talking to the servants ofthe Lord,
the Priests, telling them what to do in the nicest possible way. Then in v.3
is recorded the response of the priests, the servants of the Lord in the temple,
and these two exchanges are what I want us to focus upon now.

FIRSTLY-THE REQUEST.
SECONDLY-THE RESPONSE
THIRDLY-THE REQUIREMENTS of the Lord's night watchman.
Let us form a picture of it so that we get a better understanding. It is

just getting dark, it is evening time and the people have to get on their way
home, a distance of 200 miles for some perhaps, and they have already
come out of the temple complex and they are already down on the road
but they turn back and look up once more and they see the temple guards
all on sentry duty along the parapets and they address them-to put it
simply-they are saying'Goodbye'. It is a very fitting end to evervthing
here. Now. of course, all the noise attracts the priests because very evidently
in v.3 it is the priests that come out-they are the only people qualified
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td bless. All this noise draws.the priests out from their ministration in the
sanctuary and they come out and pronounce their blessing upon these people.
What does all this mean? Often these things that seem-to be very simple
and straightforward in the Word of God are very profound, and the very
reality of the things of God is seen in them even in the way people converse
together.

FIRST-The Request
First of all this congregation has got to break up. They have had a lovely

time in the presence of the Lord, felt the sweetness and solemnity (that rare
quality of christian unity in an Old Testament sense) in Psalm 133. But
it has all got to break up. There is this thought, though, that one day their
Songs of Ascent will carry them right up into the Lord's presence with His
people for ever and for ever, and there will never be any parting ofany sort.

"Where congregations ne'er break up
And Sabbaths have no end."

With this in view, let us briefly turn to Psalm 24 where we read about
the ascent of Christ into glory. There you have TWO ascensions. First of
all, the Lord going into heaven by Himself. We read about the King of
Glory coming in in verse 8, "The Lord mighty in battle", but the Lord
Jesus is going into heaven again. The Lord Jesus only died once, He only
rose from the dead once, but He is going to ascend TWICE. He has already
ascended once. Psalm 24has two ascensions because it is about the Lord
Jesus going up to heaven the second time and it is wonderfully moving and
helpful to us. He is described as "The Lord of HOSTS" "Who is this King
of glory? The Lord of HOSTS. He is the King of glory." He is the One
who when He goes up into heaven the second time will take with Him that
multitude which no man can number; the entire election of grace will go
up together with Him. One day there will be a gathering together which
will never be broken up in any way. Our gatherings together now may be
in hope of one that will not be broken up one day. It is a terrible thought
to those who hate each other, but it is a wonderful thought to the Lord's
people that one day they will be together forever-a solemn and yet
wonderful thought!

To return to Psalm 134 and the Request. These people here in vs. I &
2 are asking the people on the walls, the guards and the priests-what are
they asking? The people on their way home away from the blessed presence
of the Lord there in His holy sanctuary are saying to the priests and servants
of the Lord, "Bless the Lord for us." Let me give you a natural parallel
to that. We are doing things like that in a natural and social way every week
of our lives. You say, "Will you please remember me to So-and-So."
"Please will you give them my love?" In a sense, in a profound and reverent
way that is what these people are doing, asking the priests of God to give
the Lord their love. That is tremendous, isn't it? Can you see what these
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people afc ddldg? They are asking the priests there to-do something
unutterably lovely and wonderful; they are making them channels for love.
That is why this Psalm is so beautiful-it is such a fitting conclusion to
Psalm 133 for here you see love, being expressed, love in action. Instead
of hate and all those horrible things, here is something of love coming out
and having an ongoing effect and others are made the channel of it. To
some ears it might sound sentimental, trite and silly, but it is not so. It is
profoundly moving. Here are people who love God and the wonderful thing
is that everybody is being used as a means of conveying the love of God.
The priests, the guards and the worshippers themselves-everybody is
engaged in it. Heaven is a world of love and here we see the budding of
heaven. It is lovely, delightful, sweet. The Lord Jesus said, "A good man
out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth good things" and that
is what we see here. This Psalm is ful1 of blessing from beginning to end.

Just one solemn thought before we go further and see the other side of
the picture. In James 3 you see there something of that sad contrariety to
these things. James speaks of how by nature men curse rather than bless-
the contradiction that there is sometimes even in those who profess the Name
of Christ. "We bless God and curse men". Read vs. 9-10. You can see
how by nature there is this inclination to be wrathful, proud, bitter, resentful
and to lash out in reaction and rebellion, and we see this infectiousness of
hate, and all the dangerous and terrible things it does. But here are people
who have begun to learn differently. Celestial fruits are growing on earthly
ground, and they are learning to bless. Paul spoke in I Corinthians 4, vs.
12-13. "Being reviled, we bless." It is so easy when reviled to go into
a sinful reaction of some sort or other. But Paul says "Being reviled we
bless. " 'We shortcircuit that poison.' It is only by the power of God's Spirit
that we can have the strength for that. What a wonderful thought-to stop
badness dead in its tracks-every time to bless. Every time we really bless
in response to reviling we stop that badness there; it doesn't get any further.
"Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted we suffer it; being defamed
we intreat."

Read I Corinthians 13. What a trial that chapter is to us all at times. We
see holy charity as a wonderful objective and desire for the Lord's people,
and yet how often we go into an uncharitable reaction to things, even if
outwardly our behaviour is correct. Look at the things it says about charity
in I Corinthians 13 and this is what often tries us. "Is not easily provoked;
thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth." How
often we find ourselves rejoicing in iniquity - not ours - other people's
- and we are not blessing, are we? We are secretly enjoying that morsel
of somebody else's badness. Outwardly we are correct and yet inwardly we
find ourselves taking pleasure in something that is bad. You see what a solemn
chapter this is. It shows us what godliness is and we all come far short of it.
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" Ldt tn corhe back to this central thought, then, BLESSING. what these
qlogle are doing out of the good treasure of their hearts by grace is
BECAUSE they have been in the Lord,s presence. They have known
something of that sweet fellowship with the Lord and His people, instead
of being self-centred and full of cursing and all those poisonous things that
come out of pride-instead of that they are blessing. There Ir un
unconquerable people when they are blessing. "Being reviled, we bless, "
says Paul, and while a man is truly blessing, there's nothing that can ger
him down-nothing that can overcome him.

Now are our lives full of this blessing? These people are saying to the
priests who have already come to the parapet and tooking to see 

-what 
is

going_on and hearing what these people are saying, ..pleaie when you go
into God's presence tonight will you express our poor, weak and feeble
love to Him there in that lovely place."-No ill can come of a desire like
that. Everything that is promoted by love is a potently gracious thing, and
will never miss of some sort of sweet harvest in the end, and that is what
we are looking for.

SECONDLY-The Response. The Response in a sense is equally simple
and similar and yet so profound. verse 3 runs like this, "T-he Lord that
made heaven and earth bless thee out of Zion." you see the priests are
saying "The Lord bless You." Ir is rarher like this-"you disire us to
bless-the Lord, do you? Oh well, we pray that the Lord may bless you_,'
It is like two lots of people saying 'Goodbye' in the nicesr possibli way,
and yet it is so deep. 'You want us to bless the Lord from you? Ah! weil,
we are going to bless YoU instead, not that they could ignore their request,
but "The [-ord bless You. " can you see, here are peopl- loving each other?
what a rarity this sort of thing is and yet here it is even in the old restament,
even before the fulness ofGod's love in His dear Son has been revealed-
people actually loving each other because of the Lord and because of the
beauty of zion, and because of the glory of their Head. And what binds
them together? It comes out very clearly in this psalm. Instead of harming
each other by their words (even when those words may be doctrinally true
hurting by the way they are used) they are helping eich other. If there is
not a blessing in our communication then that communication is wrong.
Here we see people loving each other. They say "you desire us to bless
the Lord" "Well now, we pray that the Lord may bless you. May the Lord
go with you and give you Aaron's blessing."

BUT WHO IS IT THAT BLESSES? ..The Lord rhar made heaven and
earth bless thee out of zion." The one who is all-powerful and able to
do_all things. "Underneath are the everlasting armi"-the ETERNAL
GOD. thy refuge.-the One who made all thi-ngs bless thee. Our vision
of God is so pathetically limited. He made all things, susrains all things,
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and that is the One we are talking about-the Creator and Sustainer of all
things. "The Lord . . bless thee out of Zion."

The Lord has undertaken to SAVE His children wherever they are, but
He has only promised to bless them in Zion. There is a difference is there
not? He saves His children wherever they are, however far off they are,
however shameful, bedraggled and ruined they are, but He is going to bless
them with that blessing of the Lord out of Zion, or in the context of Zion.
Look at Lot, sunk in sodom. The Lord saves him but we cannot say that
he is blessed. The Lord delivers such in the end wonderfully in His mercy
because they are His dear children, but they are saved so to speak, "by

the skin of their teeth". Blessing is promised in Zion, that is, in the Church
context.

When people for any wrong reason walk out of a Church they are not
walking into blessing. The Lord has promised to bless us when we stay
with the Lord's people in holy charity. That is where the Lord will help
us in a meaningful way. This is illustrated in Relevation 3 where you read
of the Church in Laodicea. Now who would want to be a member of that
Church?! If we look at the state of our churches today, we have got to say
it is getting like Laodicea. We are infected, glutted and satiated with the
world, and by its spirit in a very subtle and debilitating way. The world
is dominating our lives and our behaviour and, because of that, there is
a lukewarmness and a sickness in spiritual things. Yet even in that state
none of these Churches are beyond the pale; that is the whole point. As
yet, the candlestick has not finally gone. There is all the difference in the
world between a person who is sick and a lifeless corpse.

What do we read at the end of that passage in Relevation 3? "Behold,

I stand at the door and knock; if any man hear My voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me." (v.
20) That was in Laodicea. The whole point is this-"The Lord bless thee
out of Zion. " You are not going to be promised any blessing by walking
out of Laodicea. That might be the easiest thing in the world. But "No"-

the Lord says-"That is not My way-that is not the way you are going
to blossom and bear fruit. It is in Laodicea-it is Laodicea's door that I
am knocking at. If any man hear My voice I will come in to him and sup
with him."

There is a sadness here, of course, because there is a limit to that blessing.
Sometimes we will open that door and the Lord will come in and nobody
will share with us our blessing. No one else will share with us the blessing!
You have to be prepared for that sometimes. The Lord will come in but
even your nearest and dearest will not understand the blessing ofyour own
heart.

The blessing is promised in Laodicea, but the whole point ts this, that
blessing is promised in ktodicea. We often think about the Lord sharing
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with us in our sorrows and griefs and pains, but we forget that sometimes
we will have a joy and pleasure and no one else williave ttre srgrrtest
appreciation of the sweet things that are welling up in our hearts. w"e will
not be able to share them with anyone. you mighf say, ..well, whatls the
pgtnt of this blessing then?" The point is rhat you are to sit down at tre
table with the Lord and share with Him, because He knows it intimately.
The pleasure is nothing unless it is shared-I mean a sacred pleaswe. It
is only the Lord who will understandlhe joy, the way your heart is bursting
over something, and Hervill be the only one you "an ieit. That is the promise
in Laodicea-not out of it! It is not when you have the attitude to otrre.r-'they are all wrong-they are all playing at religion-they are nor iiving
1!-u$ turn your back in a huff. ' No, that is not My way,"' says the Lord.
Here is the response.

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS?
Now let us put ourselves in the place of those priests. They have got to

stay.there.and carry on with their work day by d^ay. But now the pJint is
that it is night time-the stars are our and the shadows are rengthenii!. rr,"
priests, the Levites have got to carry on their work even in the da'rk uy
courses. Now then, our business in this Laodicean syndrome is to be the
Lord's night watchman, to be like those priests, to simply watch and wait
in our place until we hear, like Mary, those tremendous words, in whatever
form they may come, "The Masteiis come and calleth for thee.', we have
to wait and watch. what is involved in that? where are those priests? They
are in tie Lord's presence-. They are serving in the Lord's sanctuary-it's
all dark-spirinrally it's all dark, but they u.! in th. Lord's pr"r"n"""-th"y
lt:I jry, holy place of the temple - rhey are in God,s p."r"n"", AND WE
CAN BE IN GoD's PRESEN.E IN Ti{E DARKNESS. Many Scriptures
tell us that. We have not got to worry about the darkness. W. ,nurt not
go to sleep in it, and we must not be afraid in it, because we can be in
th^e_Lord's presence when we feel to be dead, even when everything feels
lifeless and weary and hopeless. We have not to *orry about ihat. ;.Who
is there among you that feareth the Lord that walketh in darkness and hath
no light? Let him trust in the Name of the Lord, and stay upon his God.',

These priests are pRAyING, PRAISING, and nnatty ri-rnsulNc the
lurpose that Godhas given them with all their might. Andwhat is that work?
That work is to be channels of God's blessing and His love. That is the
work they have been called to there by those-people going home. .Bless
the. Lord for us-express our love to the Lord.' iraving"spot"en to the priest
as he went into the sanctuary that night to wait on theJighting of the lamps
and making those offerings, they might have said to ttl "-wt.n you go
into God's presence, into the preience-of His awful holiness tonlght, please
take my poor, unworthy love and give it to Him, " and he carries somethins
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iri his heart unutterably sacred-the love of a child of His love, and carries
it in his own heart. Is not that worth while? What an incentive that is! The
world dismisses these things. Its sentiment is meaningless twaddle, but this
is part of that vital movement in the heart of the children of God, in that
rhythm "which moves the sun and the other stars"."Ltft up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the l"ord, The Inrd that
made heaven and earth Bless thee out of Zion."

;)

Nlercy Unasked *}

P.A.COOPER (Quorn, Leics)

:, Luke 13:11-17

Here is a story told only by Luke of an unasked miracle. It is the story'
of a woman who attended the House of God one sabbath day and received
the surprise ofher life. It is the story ofa visiting Preacher who disturbed
the order of things. It is the story of a resident minister who was proved
to be a humbug. This is the story of a miracle performed in the House of
God, and indeed, what better place. God promises that He will meet with
His people when they meet with Him.

In the synagogue that morning there was a needy woman. She was bent
and bowed, her eyes were fixed on the ground, and she was seen by the
Saviour, and His unasked sympathies flowed out towards her. It is a
wonderful story. Our Lord Jesus, moved amongst men, loving, caring,
healing and saving, and the sight of misery always set the cords of that
great heart vibrating. He would at his will deliver her from her bondage.
It seemed that her infirmity was physical and spiritual. Bent double in her
body, she was also bowed down in her soul. Think what it would be like
if our bodies reflected the state of our soul. Do you remember that John
the apostle, writing in his third epistle to Gaius, his friend, said: "I hope
your body is as well as your soul." If our spiritual deformities could be
seen in our bodies, we might find ourselves blind or bent even as this poor
woman. If our inward ailments were set upon our brow it might be very
revealing!

So this poor woman will teach us. She was the one least observed in that
synagogue on that day. You see she must have been half her original heignt,
lost in the standing crowd, but blessed be God, Our Lord Jesus saw her.
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Least seen she might have been, but most observed she was, because lile
saw her. Here is the truth, He sees us all, He sees you and He sees me,
and knowing all about us He is ready to bless us. Nothing can be hid from
Him, don't you see, and He will work His miracle of love upon you. So
notice first the poor woman. She was bowed together and could in no wise
lift herself up, unable to straighten herself. No doubt when she was younger
she was brighter and had the beauty of youth, walking and running and
enjoying life. But gradually there crept over her this infirmity which
weakened her and which enslaved her and bent her double and took all the
strength from her muscles. For eighteen years she had not gazed at the sun
nor did she see the stars gladden the night. She was fettered, she was bound.

Some are like that spiritually. Life there is, but only just. This poor woman
was bowed towards herself. Her looks were earthbound. Nothing heavenly
could come before her eyes. When we can only look at ourselves, how
depressed we get. Bverything seems against us. She just could not cheer
up and we don't blame her. She could not look up. She was absolutely
incapable of standing up. She was bound. They used to bind their animals
in those days, sometimes in a very unkind way. They would tie the leg
to the head so they could not get free, nor go to water. This woman was
like that. She was bound and she had been bound like this for eighteen years.
Her disease was chronic. That is a long time, eighteen years-years of pain
and distress. Now, eighteen years of happiness fly by, they go at incredible
speed, but eighteen years ofpain, each day, each week, each month, each
year drags on and this poor woman was such.

Now here's the providence of the story. Remember that God overrules
all. She came to the place of worship, to the House of God. She must have
crawled there, but she came. She might have found plenty of excuses why
she could not come. How could she come to worship in the state that she
is? She had no idea that she would be cured. She might have said: "I'll

worship on my own." But she did find something in worship. Note how,
when she is healed, she glorifies God at once. It is good practice to come
to the House of God, to come where God's word is expounded, where His
love is demonstrated. It was in God's House that she was to find her liberty.
Keep coming to the House of God.

Now we shall see the unseen one in the story. Of course it is Satan. Jesus
says in the story: "Satan hath bound her." It is the work of Satan to do
this. It is the work of the devil to keep men depressed. Like the poor beast
tied up, this woman could only see herself tied to earth. This is how the
devil keeps men and women. They cannot look up to God. He makes it
so that, like the thirsty beast, they cannot go down to drink. So men cannot
get what their souls need most-water from the river of life. Satan does
that. He imprisons all the souls of men and women until Jesus sets them
free. He is cruel and he is merciless and it is the work of Satan to keep
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meh iri sorrow anddepression and in sin. Even so, Satan bould do no more,
he could not kill her. Remember this, the devil himself is restricted. He
can do no more than God allows and permits but he is the one behind all
the sorrow and heartache of the world.

Now into the House of God the visiting Preacher came, and the devil's
work was but a preparation for the giory of God to be seen. What a mercy
there is in that phrase. 'Jesus came.' Wherever Jesus came there was hope,
there was power, there was a breaking up of the work of the devil. This
woman is bound by Satan but Jesus comes and He will liberate her and
set her free. In the first place we see that Jesus saw her. Looking around,
reading every heart and knowing all things, He sees her in a moment He
knew all her story. He knew how long she had been bowed, nobody told
Him. No doubt His kind but searching glance scanned every heart in the
synagogue that day. It would probably be true to say that His heart was
moved and tears would begin to fall. He knew that He could heal her and
He loved her.

Will you remember this, that He sees you and sees all and knows all.
Knowing all about you He loves you just the same. Then you will see from
the story that He called her to him. He knew her name, the call became
personal, unmistakable, and she moved toward him, a pitiful sight indeed,
but, she came as she was, bent and infirm. This is ever the way to come
to Jesus. You come as you ore. There is no question of seeking to improve
yourself, no question of making yourself any better, you come as you are.
Note the manner of the cure. He speaks the tremendous word to her: "You

are healed of your infirmity." What a word that was. How marvellous it
must have been to her ears and to her heart. She believed that word and
this is when the joy enters the soul, when we believe what God says. Have
you ever heard Jesus say to you: "Son be of good cheer your sins are
forgiven you" or have you heard Him say: "Go in peace. " Listen to the
great Liberator. "Thou art loosed from thine infirmities. " But there is not
only a word, there is a touch. He laid his hands upon her. He gave her
strength to lift up herself. All her weakness went and all his power came
from Him to her, and she was made straight in a moment. The fulness of
health came to her. It is no surprise that she glorified God. She was like
one re-born, delivered from a living death. Right well might she praise the
[,ord, the God who set her free. It was a tremendous liberty. Has Jesus
Christ the Lord set you free in a very real respect?

Notice the reaction of the rulers. How blind and cold hearted they were.
They were so immersed in their religious formalities. Now this is the reason
why the people loved our Lord Jesus. The rulers oftheir day had kept them
bound up with religious formalities. They had no eye for pity, no heart
to rejoice for the miracle, no longing that the woman might be set free.
She oueht not to have disturbed their service. Someone has called these
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people 'ecclesiastical martinets'. Everything must be done in order. kt
the sufferer suffer. Don't let anything disturb the way we do things. These
were the hypocrites of the church. Pretending a zeal for the sabbath, they
were angry at the miracle. How dare He do such a thing on the sabbath
day. And the rulers go for the people. "Don't come to be healed on the
sabbath day. None of them had come to be healed on the sabbath day. They
had come to worship. But since the rulers hadn't the face to talk with Jesus,
they addressed the people. They looked after their own interests. Jesus came
to liberate this woman. This was His Father's will that He set men free.
that He release them from the bondage of sin and formality and tradition.
"You are loosed from your intirmities," but these rulers objected to it.
Notice how Jesus replies to them. "Thou hypocrite." For such are they.

And so we have the story of this poor woman. The story of Satan whose
one aim and wish is to keep men bound and in the dark. We have the story
of the resident ministor who really was a hypocrite, who knew nothing about
the liberty of truth and justice and mercy. And the best part of all the story,
the Lord Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil. He comes to set
the prisoner free, and to give them that liberty which is glorious. Remember
that the formal, outward show means nothing without Him. These people
and especially the rulers who should have praised God, who should have
invited the visiting Preacher to stay and to come again, refused it all. If
you are like this woman, at all bound by sin or by custom, that is Satan's
work to keep you bound, but Jesus has come. He is the risen Lord, and
He still does the same because He is alive for evermore. He still sees you
and me, He is still able to set men free, He can touch you and your heart
will sing for joy and your whole being be made straight.

Jewels from
Thomas Manton's JUDE +]

Verse 24. ' 'Now unto him that is abk to l<cep you from falling, and to present
you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy."

The Apostles having persuaded them to duty, now commendeth them to
the divine grace .

Observe l. All means without the Lord's grace will not keep us from
falling. The apostle requireth duty of the faithful, but asketh grace of God.
He had said before'Keep yourselves in the love of God', and now 'to him
that is able to keep you from falling'. We fall not, because God doth not
let go his hold; our necessities and difficulties are so great that nothing less

r;g

f

€

i:



I

I
t

T

The Gospel Magazine 269

than the divine power ednslpport us. I Pet. I.5. "Y6 aie kept 6y the irOwer
of God through faith unto salvation.' This power of God is set a-work to
encourage hope, not to check industry; use means, but look for his blessing.

One of the fathers bringeth in the flesh, saying Ego deficiam, I shall fail;
the world, Ego Decipiam, I will deceive them; rhe devil, Ego eripiam, I
will take them away; but God saith, Ego custodiam, I will keep them, never
fail them, nor forsake them; and there lieth our safety.

Observe 2. It is a great relief to faith to consider that God is able to keep
us. Accordingly you find it urged in Scripture, see John 10.28-9; I Peter
1.5; Rom. 14.4. 'He shall be holden up, for God is able to make him stand.'
The two pillars of the temple were Boaz and Jachin, stength, and he will
establish; the power of God and the mercy of God are the two pillars upon
which our confidence standeth . . . Well then, commit your souls to Christ
with the more confidence: 2 Tim. L.12.

Observe 3. Jesus Christ will one day make a solemn presentation of his
people to God.

There is a threefold presentation spoken of in the scriptures:
l. One made by believers themselves, Rom. 12. i, 'present your bodies

a living sacrifice' and Rom. 6.13, 'Yield yourselves unto God,' When we
consent to set apart ourselves for God's use, to act for him in all his
businesses, then we are said to yield up or present ourselves to God.

2. By Christ's messengers; they have a charge, and then they have done
their work they present us to God. 2 Cor. 11.2.'That I may present you
a chaste virgin to Christ.'

3. This presentation is applied to Christ himself, in two ways: to himself,
and to God.

1. To himself Eph. 5.27 . 'present it to himself, a glorious church'. Our
interest in Christ, and his interest in us is represented by marriage. Esther,
when she was chosen to be wife to the king, was first purihed, and supplied
with garments, odours, and sweet ointments out of the king's house, and
then presented to him. Esther 2.9-12. So we are chosen, elected to grace,
and then purified. We have garments of salvation out of Christ's wardrobe,
etc. and then when spot and wrinkle is done away, we are presented to him.

2. To God; Col. 1. 19 & 22. That he may present you in the sight of God
the Father. Thus Christ is said to'give up the kingdom to the Father.' I
Cor. 15.24-28.

Observe 4. When Christ presenteth the elect, he will present them
faultless, that is, both in respect ofjustification and sanctification. Eph.
1.4; Col. 1.22. The work must begin here; the foundation is laid as soon
as we are converted to God, I Cor. 6.11. This work increaseth daily more
and more I Thess. 5.23,4. It is so carried on for the present that our
justification and sanctification may help one another; the benefit of
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justificafion'would be inuc{ lessened if our sanctification were'complete,
and our sanctification is carried on the more kindly because the benefit of
justification needeth so often to be renewed and applied to us; if our inherent
righteousness were more perfect, imputed righteousness would be less set
by. Therefore doth the Lord by little and little carry on the work of grace,
that by the continual sense of our defects, and the often making use of
justification, we may have a higher apprehension of God's love in accepting
us by Christ.

At the last day all is accomplished, Col. 1.22,let us wait on God with
encouragement, and press on to perfection. Surely Christ would never have
given us earnest, (2 Cor. 1.22) ithe meant not to stand to his bargain. We
shall stand before his presence, the presence of his glory as Son of man,
and as Son of God, with exceeding joy.

Selected bv W.J. Parker.

"Behold, he prayeth." Acts 9:11.

Saul the Pharisee had long used the form ofprayer but never until now
had he really prayed. He was now created anew in Christ Jesus; he had
spiritual life, he was under divine teaching, he felt his need of salvation,
and therefore he prayed. None really pray but those who are born again,
but all quickened souls do pour out their hearts before God. They feel that
they must pray or perish. They must pray or sink under the burden they
have to carry. The heart is too full to hold, it must have vent; the desires
are too strong to be suppressed; they will escape. Words may be wanting,
but prayer will ascend, for prayer is rather the language of the heart than
of the lip.

There was a time when you did not pray. You were then dead in trespasses
and sins. There was a period when you began to pray; that was the time
when you were quickened by the Holy Spirit. You cannot live without prayer
now, though you feel dull, dead, dark, cold and stupid; this is the evidence
that you are alive unto God. God admires the prayers of His people, and
calls rs to behold the pleasing fact, a persecutor prays. He always attends
to praying souls, therefore CONTINUE IN PRAYER. Pray for grace to
pray when you feel that you cannot pray.

"O Thou, by whom we come to God,
The life, the truth, the way; -.1

The path of prayer Thyself hast trod; '.i

Lord, teach us how to pray."
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George Barrs, 1771-1840
FRANCIS COXON

George Barrs was the eldest son of Robert Hawes Barrs, of Caldecote,
Warwickshire, and was the second of thirteen children. His father owned
a farm, and held out inducements, to prevail on his son George to follow
the same business. About the age of seventeen it pleased Almighty God
to impress him with a sense of his real state by nature, and during the interval
until he attained the age of twenty-one years, he endured no small share
of severity and persecution from those who knew nothing of the "Godly

sorrow" which was at work in his soul. A chief source of the opposition
he experienced, was, his perseverance in attending a gospel ministry, some
five miles distant, where the way of salvation was faithfully proclaimed
by Mr. R. Hemington, afterwards rector of Thorp Arch, in Yorkshire.

As soon as he had attained his majority, he quitted his father's roof, and
went to reside with Samuel Knight, of Wintringham, Lincolnshire; and under
his tuition was prepared for the University.

I. MAGDALEN COLLEGE. CAMBRIDGE.
He entered Magdalen College, Cambridge, in 1795. Even at the

commencement of his preparation for the ministry, it may be seen that Divine
Providence intervened on his behalf, for his father resolutely denied all
pecuniary assistance to what he accounted his son's mad project; nor would
he have been able to succeed, had not the death of a relative, just then,
placed at his disposal, a sufficiency to carry him through both at Mr. Knight's
and at the university. Whilst an undergraduate; he was a regular attendant
on the ministry of Charles Simeon, then only known as the despised and
persecuted minister of Trinity Church, Cambridge. He was also one of the
members of the weekly meetings held at Mr. Simeon's private rooms, and
there received much profitable instruction, relative to preaching the Word
of God, and duties of a faithful minister. On the Sabbath, 17th March, 1799,
he was ordained in Ely cathedral, and the same evening delivered his first
sermon in Trinity Church, Cambridge, from Hosea 5.4: "They will not
frame their doings to turn unto their God," and soon after took charge of
the curacy of Warham All Saints, in the county of Norfolk, and faithfully
preached the Gospel there upwards of twelve months.

II. MINISTRY AT ROWLEY REGIS, STAFFS.
Again, the hand of Divine Providence was visible. George Barrs' friend,

and as he termed him, his spiritual father, Mr. R. Hemington, hearing of
the vacancy of Rowley Regis, wrote to him. He resolved on coming over.

I



272 The Gospel Magazine

When this determinationffa$known, the folloffirg Sabbath evenirig nearly
a hundred of the congregation at Warham addressed a memorial to the Vicar,
urging him to prevent, if possible, such a step; but the Lord had work for
him to do at Rowley, and therefore he "must needs go" there.

In the summer of 1801, he married Mary, relict of John Haden, of Haden
Hill, in the parish of Rowley Regis, and by her had two sons and a daughter,
each of whom he lived to see married. The parish of Rowley Regis at the
commencement of his labours was in a most deplorable condition. Sabbath
schools had recently been established . Preceding ministers had each in their
own persons duly and fully proved the truth of their Master's declaration,"if they have persecuted me, they will also persecture you. " John l5:20.
Charles Simeon had also experienced such treatment, in the beginning of
his Evangelical ministry at cambridge. The seat-holders deserted the church
in a body, and locked the great doors ofthe pews, so that no one else could
use them. When Simeon placed forms in the aisles, the churchwardens threw
them out into the churchyard, and for more than ten years his congregation
had to stand. But Simeon went on with his work with quiet pertinacity, never
flinching from declaring what he knew to be the truth.

III. EXTRACTS FROM THE PRIVATE MS. JOT]RNALS OF
GEORGE BARRS.

1792. November 23. Innumerable are thy mercies, O my God! and
liberally dost thou bestow them, even upon such a poor worm as me.

. . . . . Thou, altogether lovely, and chiefest among ten thousand!
In thy presence is eternal life. What do I owe to thee, thou precious, precious
Saviour! Thou hadst compassion on me, even when I was living in open
rebellion against thee; yes, when I was cast out, to the loathing of my person,
mercy was shown unto me. I had lost all inclination to good, and have neither
will nor power to do what is acceptable in thy sight; but, blessed, for ever
blessed be thy name, "for when we were without strength, in due time,
Christ died for the ungodly. " O Lord! through the assisrance of the Holy
Spirit, will I devote the remainder of my days unto thee. I lament that I
have lived one-and-twenty years, and known so little of my God. How
painful the reflection, to have spent seventeen long years in the service of
Satan, in bondage to sin and every lust! O Lord! pardon, for the sake of
thy dear Son, pardon all the offences of my past life. "Let the time past
of my life be sufficient for me to have wrought the will of the Gentiles;
and make me truly willing to give myself wholly to God."

Caldecote, Warwickshire. May 6. Thanks to our great God. He has
suffered me to arrive in safety, once more, at the place of my nativity. On
Thursday last I left Norfolk; it was a truly trying day. On Saturday. I reached
Rowley, in Staffordshire, about nine at night. The people of God were
anxiously waiting my arrival, and welcomed me with prayer and
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thanksgiving. On Sabbath, I preached twice; in the morning from Judges
3, part of v. 2O1. in the afternoon, from Jer. l7:9.

May 7. Preached at Caldecote in the evening. There were present my
father and mother, and eleven of my brothers and sisters in the congregation.
O, that some of their dear souls may one day feel the good seed springing
up, and bringing forth much fruit in them!

Rowley, Staffordshire. June;. Preached three times, with great power.
Numbers attended, and God was with us of a truth. Surely there is something
to be done here! There seems to be a thirst for, and a true relish of the
gospel. I always feel myself unable to speak in the great cause, and yet
God always strengthens me. How sweet are the counsels of Jesus! Every
day's experience more fully convinces me how necessary it is that Christ
should be the sum and substance of all my sermons. Husks will never satisff
the hungry soul. Lord, give me plain, solid food; and feed the souls of Thy
people here with the same kind of food, by my instrumentality.

1809. January 1. I have now entered a new year. Small, indeed, at the
commencement of the last were my expectations of surviving it, but the
goodness of Jehovah has preserved me. During the last year I have been
walking in the shadow of death, and more than once have seemed to be
very near the end of life. My hopes for eternity are such as they
have been for several years past; but I would hope both stronger and brighter.
I have no confidence but in what Jesus Christ is, as the surety of the
everlasting covenant; I find no comfort but in that covenant which is
"ordered in all things and sure;" and I humbly hope that my future conduct
may be more according to the spirit of the gospel, and that I may be able
to walk in a more exemplary way before my parishoners and family, not
with any view to merit anything, but to glorify Jehovah, and to evidence
the reality of his influence in my soul.

April 9. Sabbath. The morning subject was John 5:40, "Ye will not come
to me that ye might have life." The text is generally claimed by the
Arminians, but it most certainly, if rightly understood, militates against
that absurd system as strongly as any text in the Bible. My mode of treating
it proved effectual both to convince and comfort some of the hearers, and
this is to be attributed entirely to Divine grace and influence. I proposed
to show,-FIRSTLY,-Of what life the text speaks. SECONDLY.-
Whoever has that life, received it as a Divine gift, and evidences it by a
continual coming to Christ. THIRDLY,-ThaI the whole soul of the natural
man is completely averse from this life, from its Author, and from the
appointed method of its communication.

If this be a scriptural mode of interpretation, Arminianism must
acknowledge the loss of this text from her side of the question. But why
make such an observation, when the whole tenor of revelation is hostile
to every branch of free will and conditional salvation? Those who interpret
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the scripfures so as to support such systems of human invention, want not
only a proper medium of vision, but the very faculty itself. Lord enlighten
my dark mind with thy Divine rays!

December 14. Sabbath. The afternoon text was Acts 17:30. Of this
scripture the advocates of freewill and human ability avail themselves; but
then it is perverted by them, as are all otler passages supposed to favour
those definitions. The command to "all men everywhere to repent," is in
the Gospel, Luke24:47. "And that repentance and remission ofiins, should
be preached among all nations in his name. " But this has not yet been done
among "all men everywhere;" therefore all the individuals of mankind have
not yet been commanded to repent. But suppose such to be the case; is not
the outward command in the word a very different thing from the
commanding influence of the Holy Spirit, by which alone any can be brought
to repentance? To contend that the mere command in the word is sufficient
to ensure repentance, would be to say it is of itself efficacious, or that all
who hear, need nothing else to bring them to repentance. If so they have
the whole stream of scripture against them; for that ill accords with-..I
will take away the stony heart, and give a heart of flesh;"-..I will sprinkle
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean"-"I will put my laws in your
hearts, and write them in your minds," dc. If a man can repent without
this Divine work, then are "all men everywhere" commanded to repent;
but if not, then are they only effectively commanded to repent, to whom
the work is wrought: and these are but a "Remnant,',-.(a little flock".
That men OUGHT to repent is granted, just as they OUGHT not to covet.
But the command no more implies their ability to repent, than implies their
ability not to lust. Nor does their want or lack of power and will to obey
in the former instance, take away the obligation any more than in the latter.
Impenitance is in the very nature of man. The whole bias of his soul is
against penitance. This is both his misery and his sin. If then, the efficacy
of the command depend at all on the will of man, it can never be efficacious,
because man's will, never can be to repent, till the command has been made
efficacious by Divine agency. Let the advocates of free will dispute this
if they can. "The remnant, " Rom. 9:27 , is figurative of those whose names
are written in the Lamb's book of life. These shall be saved. not because
they are more tractable than others, but because Jehovah hath loved them,
chosen them, redeemed them. Therefore he calls them with a holy calling,
and they become willing, teachable, obedient. None of all the myriads of
professors in the present age (the few only excepted who are so CALLED)
belong to this remnant. This is an awful truth, but uncalled men hear it
with indifference. Lord, open the eyes of thy chosen!

October 8. Sabbath. The first subject was Rev. 17:l-2.If what is called
the Romish Church, be rightly characterized as "the great whore." all her
lofty pretentions to be exclusively the true church are totally unfounded,

*
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or rather, are founded in a lie. She, whom Eternal Truth has pronounced
to be not only "the great whore," but the "mother of harlots and
abominations of the earth," can never at the same time be a Church of
Christ, much less His true and only Church. This is, in the very nature
of things, utterly impossible. He therefore, who becomes united to this
" great whore, " is the member of a harlot, and cannot be a Spouse of Christ,
which is the only true Church.

Of this the ''great whore, " the kings of the earth and its inhabitants were
almost all enamoured. She made them drink with the wine of her
fornication,-all her lying contrivances to beguile the mind and please the
carnal appetite, from her boasted infallibility down to her crossings and
holy water. From many of their eager lips the intoxicating cup was dashed,
when the Gospel was preached by Luther and his intrepid contemporaries
and successors at the Reformation. But "tell it not in Gath!" England's
rulers have again grasped the deadly chalice,-are entangled in the trappings
of "the great whore;" and seem as eager to be drunken with the wine of
her fornication, as were those of old, who had received the "mark of the
beast"in their foreheards and hands. Thus intoxicated and mad, they seem
determined, if possible. to unite the Anglican Church again to the "Mother

of Harlots!" This they possibly may be permitted to do as far as respects
the government, order, ceremonies, modes of worship, sacraments and even
the doctrines; all these may possibly be reduced to the standards of "the

great whore." But, still the true, spiritual Church of Christ cannot be so
united and incorporated with the "great whore" of Rome, as to become
one with her; for then, it would actually cease to be any longer Christ's
Church. But Heaven forbid, that the blinded. intoxicated admirers of that
harlot, the infatuated despisers ofthe chaste Spouse ofJesus Christ, should
be allowed to accomplish their traitorious, idolatrous designs! In the end,
it is quite certain that judgment, to utter destruction, must come on the
mother of harlots, and on all her harlot daughters; but how many more
whoredoms they may first commit,-how many more kings and nations of
the earth may first be drunk with the wine of her fornication, none can tell!

IV. HIS LAST DAYS.
In the beginning of the year 1840, his strength failed, his bodily powers

were completely prostrated. On the first Sabbath in this year, with great
difficulty he went to the temporary church, a building provided for public
worship whilst the Parish Church was being rebuilt, and there delilvered
his last sermon, with presentiment that it would be his /asr. Reduced to
a skeleton almost, by the disease which had for years played upon his vitals,
long had he, literally, lived, as it were, in a dying life; and now, utterly
exhausted and broken down, he reached home and took to his bed, and many
weeks were passed in suspense as to the result. However, on April 24th,

I
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he was enabled, with his own hand, to lay the first corner stone of the new
church. . . . . It was a glorious day for Rowley Regis:- to him a triumphant
end to a life of exertion and toil; indeed it seemed as if God had raised
him up, just for a season only, from the very gates ofthe grave, purposely
to grant this accomplishment of his heart's desire. Like Moses on the mount,
he saw with his eyes the promised land; but was not allowed to enter into
it. The chiefsource ofanxiety, nay, the only subject that appeared to disturb
his mind, was a sad foreboding, lest the apostle's words: "For I know this,
that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter it among you, not sparing
the flock," Acts20:29, should be verified with respect to the church, over
which it had pleased the Holy Ghost so long to make him overseer;-a fear
lest the candlestick should be removed, lest that lamp of f,rre should be taken
away, which, by God's special favour, had so long and steadily shone in
the place,-the faithful preaching of the pure and glorious gospel,-which
had made Rowley Church, in deed and in truth, like a city set on a hill.
On the Monday preceding his death, on the prospect of the approaching
change, he said he wished not to be impatient, but "he longed for the happy
hour," and further observed, that since he had lain on that bed, he did believe
that every sin he had ever committed in his whole life had been brought
to his remembrance, and presented to his mind. But Satan was not permitted
to harass or perplex his last hours. He knew and felt, that the Spirit bore
witness with his own spirit, that all these sins were borne by Christ, in his
own body on the tree, and the guilt of them all washed away in His atoning
blood; and that clad in the Wedding Garment,-the Robe of
Righteousness,-the Imputed Righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, he
stood complete in Him, and so, in the eyes of Infinite Justice, pure and
perfect, not having "spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing." George Barrs
breathed his last August 20th, 1840.

Thus, the Believer may be assured:-"Absent from the body-present
with the Lord." A tablet was placed, as nearly over the vault as was
practicable, bearing the following inscription:

Waiting the coming of the
LORD JESUS CHRIST
in a vault underneath
rest the remains of the
Rev. George Barrs, A.M. of Mag. Coll., Cam., forty years curate
of this parish: and at the close of a life of persevering effort
the honoured instrument of rebuilding and enlarging this church.
He was born at Caldecote, August 30th., 1771;
and died at Haden Hill, August 20th., 1840.

"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation that Jesus Christ
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief."
ADDENDUM.

A first edition of "The Memoir, Sermons. and M.S. Journals." was
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published in 1843, by Frederick W.G. Barrs, M.A., and a second edition
in 1879, with an additional preface by James Ormiston, Old Hill Vicarage,
Rowley Regis. The publications clearly set forth the gracious influence of
the Barrs' family. It is seen, as yearned for by George Barrs in his preaching
at Caldecote, that the good seed ofthe everlasting gospel, had, by the grace
of the [,ord, the Holy Spirit, taken root in good ground, sprung up, and
brought forth fruit in them. An extract follows from "Divine Mercies
Remembered," 1952, by George Rose, pp 16-18.

"Through the influence of the Barrs family, a new church and schools
were erected at Old Hill, where, for many years, the gospel of the grace
of God was faithfully preached. The hrst vicar was James Ormiston, the
editor of 'The Gospel Magazine.'

"His ministry was much valued by those who loved the [.ord Jesus, whether
Church or Nonconformist. The week evening service was very largely
affended by Strict Baptists, many of whom could not read owing to the early
age at which they had begun to labour. They would sit during the whole
service that preceded the sermon, when Mr. Ormiston would faithfully and
graciously preach the truth that is in Jesus, and break the bread of life to
the hungry poor of the tord's family. His ministry might be summed up
in the words, 'But we preach Christ crucified.'

"Once a month he preached in the little Baptist Chapel at Gorsty Hill.
One of my earliest recollections was seeing him coming up the hill to the
Chapel, where men and women, sons and daughters of toil, would gather
together from the workshop, the mine, and ironworks and other places where
they earned their daily bread. 'And while they feast upon his grace, Their
burdens and their griefs forget.' Gadsby's Hymnal 1001.

"From what I remember my mother and those like-minded with her said
in my hearing Mr. Ormiston, though a leamed man, had the grace and ability
to adapt his preaching to those who had no education, but were graciously
and experimentally acquainted with those things that the Holy Ghost teacheth,
comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

"When Mr. Ormiston left Old Hill and accepted the living of St. Mary-
le-Port, Bristol, there was much lamentation irmong the godly portion of his
hearers, and the poor, as well as those who were well-to-do in temporal things,
contributed to give of their carnal things as a parting testimonial, esteeming
it a privilege, seeing they had so often reaped of the spiritual things.

"The Old Hill people were always dear to him, and whenever he came
to preach at Old Hill church, as he did on the School Anniversary, the church
would be filled to capacity, and there would be a congregation of over 1 ,000
people. Every New Year he would send a New Year's motto to those that
esteemed him highly in love for the truth's sake. The amount of blessing
that resulted from his labours at Old Hill, as well as Bristol, and as Editor,
is known only to His Divine Master.
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The Greatest Question
ALEXANDER WHYTE /1836_1921)

"What think ye of Christ?" Matt. 22:42. 
'if

What think ye of Christ? That is the question of all questions. No other
question is so important and so pressing as that question has ever been put
to the mind and to the heart and to the conscience of man. There is no other
possible question that so taxes and so tests the whole soul of every man
as just this question-what he thinks of Christ. This question is ,.quick and
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is
a discerner of the thoqghts and intents" of every human heart. What, then,
think ye of Christ?

l. But to begin with, and by far the most important question of all, what
does God think of Christ? Well, the whole Bible is full of little else but
of what God thinks of Christ, as thus, "Behold, My Servant, Whom I
uphold! Mine Elect, in Whom My soul delighteth. " "A bruised reed shall
He not break, and the smoking flax shall He not quench. " ..Therefore will
I divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with
the strong. "

And then, when Christ actually came, and when he was being baptized
into His work, lo, a voice from heaven saying, "This is My Beloved Son
in Whom I am well pleased." And when His great work was for ever
finished, we have this, "Wherefore God hath highly exalted Him, and hath
given Him a Name, which is above every name, that at the Name of Jesus
every knee should bow." Such are some samples of God's thoughts and
declarations concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

2. And then next in importance to what God thinks of Christ, what does
Christ think of Himselfl The Holy Child Jesus must have made the discovery
early in His Life that He was like no other child in all Israel. "All seek
their own" says Holy Scripture in condemnation of all the children of men.
But the Child Jesus must have seen and felt within Himself a holy wonder
and a holy joy that, while all around Him, young and old, were all seeking
their own things, far deeper in His heart than His own things were the things
of God, and the things of His neighbour. So early was this the case with
Him that at twelve years of age He was able to say to His mother. "How

is it that ye sought Me? Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's
business?" And then after another eighteen years' incessant observation,
examination and study of Himself, with much searching of the Scriptures,
and with much prayer, He was enabled to come forth from His obscurity
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and announce Himbelf to Israel as her promised Messiah and to men as
their promised Redeemer.

Now there must be various ranks and classes of people who divide
themselves out before God just according as they think of Christ. For "as

a man thinketh in his heart, so is he. " Our Lord once said of Himself that
His coming among men had brought not peace, but a sword. And not a
sword only but a broad and a deep dividing line also.

But there is a class of men, a small class, it is to be feared, who in their
heart of hearts are continually thinking of Christ. ''To me to live is Christ"
says Paul, "What things were gain to me those I counted loss for Christ. "

His Epistles are full of Christ. Yes, we believe there are truly christian
men and women who say to Christ with all their heart every returning
morning, "When I awake I am still with Thee."

But with all their happy experiences ofChrist, even the best ofbelievers
forget too much to think of Him when they are suddenly surprised with
some unforseen temptation or heavy trial or sharp cross or sore hurt or
great loss. But the root of the matter is in them all the time and they soon
recover their feet and say to Christ, "Whom have I, and whom need I,
but Thee alone! " The very best of believers will have seasons of the most
terrible depression and desolation and despair. But the sun shines out and
they are themselves again, that is to say, Christ is Himself to them again.
Ups and downs go on with the best of believers all through their life on
earth. Till "the souls of all true believers are at their death made perfect
in holiness, and do immediately pass into glory." That is to say into the
glory of Christ, according to His all-prevailing prayer in their behalf,
"Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where
I  am. "

And, besides those among us who never think of Christ at all and those
who think little else, there is a large, intermediate class to whom this great
matter may be put in some such way as this. Let me put it to you in this
way, "Suppose it were discovered to you that there is no Christ, that there
has never been a Christ and never will be and that the whole thing is a
delusion. Suppose you were able to send out trusty spies to search both
earth and heavens to their utmost borders, and suppose they came back and
reported to you that they had explored the whole universe in the height and
in the depth and had found no Christ nor any one at all to answer in any
respect to the New Testament description of Christ" what would you think?
What would you say? What would you do? Would that report be a great
relief to you? . . . . . Or on the other hand would you say to the spies who
reported that there is no Christ, that they had made you, of all men, most
miserable? Would your first words be to curse the day on which you were
born? Would your face from that day more and more gather blackness?
Would you be like Elijah who went a day's journey into the wilderness,

I
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and came and sat down under a juniper tree, and requested for himself that
he might now die and said, "It is enough; now, O God, take away my life"?

By putting the thing to ourselves in some such ways as these, we are better
able to read the deepest and most secret thoughts ofour hearts about Christ
and about ourselves.

What then do you think and say of yourself? That is to you, the first and
foremost of all questions. That comes even before what you think of Christ.
For it is what you think of yourself that will always decide what you think
of Him. Tell me what you think of yourself and I will undertake to tell
you what and how much you think of Christ. The plain truth is-no one
but a convinced sinner can think one right thought about Jesus Christ, and
more than that, the greater the sinner, the greater and truer will be his
thoughts about his Saviour. Jesus Christ, the Son of God is ten thousand
things to God and man and angel; ten thousand things on earth and in heaven,
in time and in eternity, in grace and in glory, but first and foremost to you
and to me this morning He is our Saviour from our sins. Select real sinners
then for your spies ifyou would have a true report concerning Christ, and
whether there is a Christ or no. Select and send the very chief of sinners
if you would have the whole truth told you about Christ. Ask them to search
and report to you and say to them when you return, "Saw ye Him whom
my soul loveth?" And they will tell you that they found both heaven and
earth as full as they can hold of Christ and of no one else but Christ, and
that He sent this message by them to you, "Come unto Me all ye that labour
and are heavy laden". "And Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast
out." And then when you go to Him and are not cast out come back and
tell us about Him; tell us what you found Him to be and what you now
think of Him.

Well, then, what is it in Christ that you most admire? What is it in Him
that makes your heart to sing within you and to say, "Thou art fairer than
the children of men"? To what incident in His recorded life on earth do
you best like to return? What miracle of His do you always ask to be repeated
in you? What sermon of His do you most often return to hear? What secret
prayer of yours has He so openly and so wonderfully answered? What
blessing do you possess at this moment that you got from Him when you
asked Him for it? By what Name of His do you most often call upon Him
in prayer or in praise? Do you say?

"Jesus. my Shepherd. Husband. Friend.
My Prophet, Priest and King,
My Lord, my life, my Way, My End,
Accept the praise I bring?"

What Name of His will be most legibly written on your forehead in heaven
to be read there by saints and angels?

I
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"When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea philippi, He asked His
disciples saying, "Whom do men say that I, the son of Man, am?" Some
say that Thou are John the Baptist, some Elias, and others Jeremias or one
of the prophets . . . . But Whom say ye that I am? And Simon peter answered
and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the livine God."

And Jesus answered and said unto him, ,.Blessed-art thou, Simon Bar-
jona; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but Mv Father which
is in heaven.

"Is this Thy Kindness
to Thy Friend

The conduct of Jesus towards us is the perfection of kindness, but our
conduct toward Him is often just the reverse. How often we treat Him with
neglect, and instead of prayer being a delightful privilege, it is an irksome
task. How often we violate His positive precepts, or omit to perform known
and acknowledged duties. How often we doubt His love, distrust His word,
and complain of His dealings. How often we encourage the flesh, which
He has directed us to mortify; prefer the world, which He has commanded
us to forsake, and yield to Satan whom He has exhorted us to resist. And
have we not sometimes been afraid or ashamed to confess Him before the
world or at least to bear a plain, honest, decided testimony for Him? Well
may our cheeks burn with shame and our bosoms fill with confusion, if
the question be put to us in reference to much of our conduct toward our
kind and gracious Redeemer, "Is this thy kindness to thy Friend?" His
kindness towards us is marvellous, and our unkindness toward Him is equally
so. Let us seek afresh the tokens of His forgiving love, and in future when
about to yield to temptation or give way to any sin, put the question to our
consciences, "Is this thy kindness to thy Friend?"

"Sure, were I not most vile and base,
I could not thus my Friend requite!

And were not He the God of srace.' 
He'd frown and spurn r. fr"orn His sight." i
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BOOK RE\-IE\I-S 
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The Homilies. (Sermons Appointed to be read in Churches). To I
which are added the Articles of Religion. Pp4!1, t6.50 + 9Ep t
postage. Reprint available from the Focus Christian Ministries Trust.
Sec. Mr J. P. North, 6 Orchard Road, Lewes, E. Sussex BN7 2HB.

The 1562 Preface explains the purpose of the Homilies, namely
"that all Vicars or curates should read them week by week in their
churches, that the people should understand the truths of the
Gospel. " A Foreward by Dr D. Samuel of the Church Society gives an
appreciation of the value of the Homilies to-day.

The first Book of Homilies was largely written by Cranmer in the
days of Edward VI; and the second Book was by Bp. Jewel in
Elizabeth's time. Together the books have thirty three Homilies,
mostly with three or more parts, on the principle themes of the
Gospel, doctrinal, ethical, social, and political. All of them are as
appropriate now as then, because they are the pure milk of the Word
of God. The wide range can be judged from words from the titles -
Bible reading, misery, salvation, faith, love, declining from God,
fear, adultery, contention, to all ministers, idolatry, good works,
fasting, gluttony, prayer, sacraments, alms, nativity, pa,,ssion,
resurrection, the Holy Ghost, matrimony, repentance, reconciliation,
and finally rebellion.

This last had the background of attempts by the Roman Church to
overthrow the Protestant Succession to the throne (still subtly
pursued). It consists of a learned historical account of the early
Church, a justification of national churches, and an exposure of the
harm done by the claims of the Papacy to have universal dominion
over all the churches. This could be an eye-opener to those involved in
uninformed ecumenical ventures! The papacy is as great a menace to
true religion and national freedom as ever it was, only it works in
more pacific ways. A disillusioned Canon said to me recently, "In
inter-Church discussions one expects some give and take; but they
expect us to do all the giving, and they do all the taking."

The final pages of this book contain the "Thirty Nine Articles of
Religion", which are the "Confession of Faith" of the Church of
England, and are printed in the 1662 Prayer Book.

As the Homilies have been out of print for some time now, most
Ministers would appreciate this volume as a gift. The Focus Trust is
also preparing a selection of "The Writings of Wm. Tyndale" for
publication. w.J.P.
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'rn*GGreat 
rnvitation. Errol Hulse. Evangelical press. pp 1E4. f4.50.

The sub-title is 'The Invitation System in Evangelism.' The wide
reader will notice the difference and note that the author, whilst
tackling the controversial side of his subject, writes with patient
analysis and careful thought throughout.

Indeed he begins by a simple outline of the Gospel, which is worthy
of all acceptation. Taking the invitations of the Old Testament, e. g.
Isaiah 55, and following this with outline studies of the main
invitations in the Gospels, he lays a sound foundation for his theme.
After this he faces a number of problems people have, such as, Is man
responsible?, Have sinners the right to believe?, Does God love
everyone?, How do we reconcile the doctrines of grace with Christ's
invitations?, and, Does God prepare people for the new birth?

The bone of contention is revealed in the history of the invitation
system. Some claim to see the appeals of early preachers like
Chrysostom as the precursor of the modern systems of invitation, but
this is very doubtful. The practices of G. Whitefield, C. G. Finney, D.
L. Moody, S. Jones, R. A. Torrey, and Billy Sunday, are described,
and we can see the points that must be called in question as they
develop. No one objects to spiritual counselling, but unfortunately
many people have come to regard the 'system', of going to the front
and making a decision, as the sum total of being ,converted'. Modern
evangelists like Billy Graham try to counter this idea by sounder
teaching, but for too many people the practise has become an'evangelical sacrament'. One chapter reveals the alarming
implications of this.

The new birth is explained clearly as the key issue, and the ministries
of four great evangelical leaders, W. Perkins, Jno. Edwards, C. H.
Spurgeon, and M. Lloyd-Jones, are examined, and it is concluded that
the Gospel appeal should permeate the whole of the sermon, giving
due weight to both repentance and faith, and the threefold nature of
man, his mind, his heart (or emotions) and his will; and that
counselling should be given privately as need be. Finally examples of
good invitation preaching are given from the puritans.

This book is a sound approach to a widespread modern problem,
and should be read by all who are concerned with evangelism. .,The
Church in our time needs nothing more than a renewal of faith in the
power of the proclamation of the Word of God." w.J.P.

Is Christianity True? John Benton. Evangelical Press. pp 143. f1.95.
Most people who reject the Gospel have some excuse or other at the back

of their minds. In this very readable and useful book John Benton examines
eight of these misconceptions in detail.

I
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He also makes the Gospel message very clear, and gives sound Bible
teaching on the course of the christian life, and faith. 'Christianity is very
far from being a leap in the dark', he says. A very commendable book which
should do much good.

w. J. P.

To Bala For A Bible. Elizabeth Williams. Evangelical Press of Wales.
pp 20. f,1.25.

This is a very attractive booklet on art paper with many coloured or black
and white illustrations of people and places connected with the well known
story of Mary Jones, Thomas Charles, and the formation of the British and
Foreign Bible Society.

Not so well known is her poem,
"Yes, at last I have a Bible,

Homewards now I needs must go;
Every sout in Llanfihangel
I will teach its truths to know; 

;

In its dear treasured pages
Love of God for men I see;
What a joy in my own Bible
To read of His sreat love for me."

w. J. P.

The Story of the Scottish Church. Thomas McCrie. Free
Presbyterian Publications, Glasgow. Hardback. Pp 576.

History is life. Here we have the experiences of God's people in Scotland
from the Reformation to the Disruption of 1843.

Part One describes the state of religion before the Reformation , then
recounts the introduction of the reformed faith, its martyrs, its establishment,
the efforts of Bishops and Kings to undermine it, the National Covenant
of the Lords and the people. Charles strove to put it down, and England
became involved. After that came the Solemn League and Covenant, the
Westminister Assembly, and the Confession of Faith. After 1660 and the
Commonwealth, Charles II was restored and the persecution of the
Presbyterians continued for 25 years. The efforts of James II to restore
popery resulted in the glorious revolution of 1688, and the establishment
of the presbyterian Church of Scotland and the protestant yet episcopal
Church of England under William and Mary.

Part Two returns to the Scottish scene. simmering insurrection. but the
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succession of able historians, and theologians, Woodrow, Thomas Boston,
Ebenezer Erskine, etc. There were local revivals in parish after parish.
Disappointment in the working of parochial patronage caused the Seiession
of 1733. The rise of Moderatism had a disastrous effect on the morals of
many, but then came the rise of the Evangelical party, Andrew Thomas,
Thomas McCrie (the biographer of John Knox, and father of the autnor
of this book), resulting in the missionary impetus of Drs Inglis, and Alex
Duff. Moncrieff took the leadership of the Evangelicals, with Thomas
Chalmers, Candlish, Cunningham, Guthrie, Miller, and Charles Brown,
and other men of stature and scholarship. Litigation over Church and
Government and patronage by civil magistrates led to the Distruption, and
founding of the Free Church of Scotland in 1843.

This book is beautifully written, full of anecdotes and homely insights
into the lives of the leading characters, is an inspiration to read.

w.J.P.

Will the real JESUS please stand up? John Btanchard. Evangelical
Press. Pp 189 f2.95.

Here is a sound book of christian evidences, and it is written in
easily understandable terms for the thinking man.

The theme is Christ centred, and covers the historical truths of
the_life of Christ, and the fulfilment in Him of the O.T. promises
and prophecies.

Who was Jesus? The evidence of His virgin birth, together with
His miracles, voluntary death, and resurrection, give evidence for
His claim to be the Son of God.
_ The six great Gospel words, propitiation, ransom, redemption,
forgiveness, reconciliation, justification, are shown as the dynamic
heart of the Bible messase.

The final verdict leads t"he enquirer into the way of repentance and
submission to the Lordship of Christ. All this is very suitable for
giving to enquirers. or young people to confirm theni in ,nfiUtjtj$:I
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For wtto mnketh thee to dffir from another? and what hast thou that thou
didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it why dost thou glory as if thou
hadst not received it. I Cor. 4:7.

This verse is another reminder that I depend upon God for everything. He
gave me life in the first place, and has made me different from anyone else
in the world. Therefore I ought never to wish I was someone else; and when
others have gifts that would be helpful to me in my situation if they were
mine, my mouth should remain silent. This scripture speaks of receiving,
and I'm reminded that God does give good gifts to those that seek Him;
so when I lack wisdom let me go to the source of all true wisdom, and
when being tried or tested let me seek that grace which He will grant in
time of need. LORD help me to acknowledge that thou art the Judge of
all the earth, whose sovereign right it is to do whatsoever thou wilt with
thine own; and help me with everything that I possess, to use it to the best
of my ability and for the honour and glory of thy Name.

Ray Chaplin.
.,5k

MINISTRY

BIDEFORD, Devon - North Road Chapel.
Reformed Ministry. A.V. Christian Hymns.
LORD'S DAY 10.45 a.m. 6.30 o.m.
Minister: W. H. Molland.

WATTISHAM CHAPEL. Suf fo lk.
Evangelical and Reformed Services each
LORD's DAY 10.45: 2.30: 6.3O. Metrical
Psalms and hymns. AV only used. Minister's
telephone Bildeston'7 40236.

HOLIDAYS

SOUTHWOLD. Convenient family house one
minute from the beach in this lovely little
Suffolk town. Reasonable rates. Details: Hill.
l ,  George's Terrace,  Hal i fax Road,
Cambridge, CB4 3PY.

ADVERTISEMENT
RATES

Advenisements should be received by the
lst ofthe month prior to publication, and
addressed to; The Gospel Magazine, Rev.
Gordon Hill, Hon. Secretary, 34 Morley
Road, Sheringham, Norfolk, NR26 8 JE.

Tel: Sheringham 824965.

Full page f20. Half page f10.50;

Quarter page f5.50.

7p per word for classified
advertisements. Box number l5p extra.

Classified advertisements should be
accompanied by payment. Please state if
a receipt is required. The enclosure of an
s.a.e. would be appreciated. We reserve
the right to decline any adverlisemenl.

Cheques should be made pavable to

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE


