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Editorial
The Bible is a mine of consolation and strength to those who carry heavy burdens, of

whatever kind. Burdens are a common experience, they are never far to seek and no one
is exempt for very long.

We are urged "bear ye one another's burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ" (Gal
6:2). This verse advises an outward look - to consider the troubles of others. We have,
perhaps, little conception of the hidden burdens which others, maybe our own friends,
are carrying. Sometimes a smiling face hides a breaking heart.

Life for many is a continuous struggle. We should not allow others to stagger on alone,
or to sink under their load when it is in our power to help. We need loving hearts and
helping hands.

What about our own burdens? David supplies the answer - "Cast thy burden upon
the Lord and He shall sustain thee" (Ps. 55:22) Here is a remarkable blending of majesty
and condescension. He whose absolute authority stretches over all mankind stoops to be
the burden-bearer of His people. Here is a loving instruction "cast thy burden". We are
to bring it to the Lord and leave it there.

Here, too, is a gracious assurance - "He shall sustain thee". It is the upward, trustful,
prayerful look which brings the needed grace. He gives daily strength for daily needs.
There is good advice in the old hymn:

"Are we weak and heavy laden,
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, sti l l  our Refuge,
Take it to the Lord in Prayer".
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Nathanael
A Sermon by the Editor

"And Nathanael said unto him, Can there be any good thing come out of Namreth?
Philip said unto him, Come and see." John l:46

Our Lord Jesus Christ not only preached to the multitudes but He ministered to the
individuals. You will find in the New Testament there are l9 private interviews that our
Lord gave to various individuals. He took as much trouble in teaching one soul as minist
ering to a whole crowd. What winsome words, what glorious sentences, what profound
truth He gave to Nicodemus! He came with this great mesSage that a man must be born
again to enter the kingdom of God. Or how patiently He dealt with the woman of Sychar
and gently led her to the Fountain of living waters! How good He was to the sufferer
of 38 years when hope had fled, and how tender He was to the man born blind! But how
fitting was our Lord's ministry to Nathanael! "Philip said unto him, Come and see."
Bartholomew and Nathanael are different names but the same person. Like other Apostles
he has two names, and it is interesting that in Matthew, Mark and Luke they speak of
Bartholomew, whereas John speaks of Nathanael. They are one and the same. These men,
that is, Philip and Nathanael were always friends, but their friendship u,as riveted and
made even closer because the one was the means of bringing the other to Christ. because
Philip said to Nathanael 'Come and see.'

I think we may fairly say that he was a man of the Book, that he knew and read the
Bible. Look atv.45. "We have found Him" says Phil ip, "of whom Moses in the law,
and in the prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. " The thought is that
Philip and Nathanael had spent long hours poring over the Scriptures. searching for
information as to what the Messiah would be like, and Philip's greeting indicates that they
had previously talked concerning the Messiah and had pondered the prophetic writings.
"Yes we have found Him" says Philip "of whom Moses in the law and the prophets
did write," The Lord Jesus Christ, then, is the sum and the substance of the Old Testament.
"To Him give all the prophets witness." To Him the earliest promises pointed. To Him
every sacrifice looked for meaning, and, indeed, we may say more than confidently, that
the Old Testament cannot really be understood unless we see that Christ is its grand subject.
Our Lord says, "Search the Scriptures for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they
are they which testify of Me. " So Philip says the One for whom Israel has been longing
for centuries has come, none other than Jesus of Nazareth. They had pondered the
Scriptures.

If he was a man of the Bible, he was also a man of prayer. You rernember that Nathanael
was under the fig tree when the Lord Jesus Christ first saw him. the place of prayer and
meditation. He was in the habit of retiring to the shade of the fig tree for time of quiet
and reflection. The fig tree, in other words was Nathanael's oratory. It was his upper
room, and how necessary it is to withdraw from the pressures of life and to hold communion
at the throne of grace. So I ask, have you anything in your home corresponding to
Nathanael's fig tree? Make sure that you have some little nook that you keep as a place
of prayer and meditation, and Nathanael found unwearying delight in meditation and in
prayer. He was a man of the Book and he was a man of prayer.

But I want to concentrate on two things:-

r-



I
I

I
I
i

The Gospel Magazine

IIRST _ TTIE PVZZLE THAT LED TO DOUBT
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When you look at it, Nathanael presents a most fascinating story of how he came to
faith and trust in Christ and his story contains a puzzle, it contains a surprise and also
a promise. It seemed impossible to Nathanael that the Messiah could come from a little
insignificant place like Nazareth in Galilee, a place that he knew well himself. "Can any
good thing" he said, "Come out of Nazareth?" And when Philip had invited him and
told him of what he had found in the Person of Jesus of Nazareth, it provoked the scornful
reply, "Can there be any good thing come out of Nazareth?" Well, of course, any pious
patriotic Jew like Nathanael would know that Bethlehem in Juda and not Nazareth in Galilee
was the appointed birthplace of the Messiah and Nathanael would certainly have agreed
with the Pharisees when they taunted Nicodemus "Art thou also of Galilee, search and
see, for out of Galilee there ariseth no prophet. " But Nathanael's outlook was one based
on prejudice. He came from Cana of Galilee, a little hill village from 3 - 4 miles from
Nazareth, and we all know the petty feuds and jealousies that can exist between neighbouring
villagers, and I think it was very much a case of that here. And nothing is so pleasant
to the inhabitants of one village as a jibe about the inhabitants of another, and we certainly
see the prejudice coming very much to the fore with Nathanael. We see in Nathanael's
reply the rustic jealously of Cana against Nazareth and our Lord's lowly origin was the
obstacle to the recognition of His Person and of His authority.

Nathanael was a great student ofScripture, but he had studied it through the spectacles
of the Rabbis. He was looking for a Messiah, but the Messiah he looked for was not the
"Man of Sorrows who was to be acquainted with grief." He looked for One who would
be surrounded by pomp and the splendour of royalty. "Can any good thing" he says,
' 'come out of Nazareth?' ' And when Philip announced this great event that Jesus has come
in history and said "We have found Him of whom Moses in the law and in the prophets
did write", well, Nathanael's preconceived notions would not allow him to accept the
truth and it brought forth that remark, "Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?" At
the very mention of Nazareth all Nathanael's prejudices came to the fore; his preconceived
ideas were his peril. Now then, how did Philip overcome the difficulty? How did he seek
to solve the problem in his friend's mind? He simply said, "Come and see. " Philip wasn't
going to argue the question. He knew how deep-seated prejudice can be, but what wise
counsel Philip gave, "Come and see. " If he had reproved Nathanael for his unbelief he
might have driven him back for many a long day. If he had failed to convince him the
end would have been worse than the beginning, but, by inviting him to put the matter
to the test for himself, he adopted the wisest course, "Come and see." "Let the evidence
decide your own mind, Come and see. " It is still the best argument in all the world. Philip
was only acting on what the Scriptures had said, because in the 34th Psalm we get that
lovely verse, "O taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed is the man that trusteth in
Him." "Taste and see" says the Psalmist. "Come and see" said Philip. Five minutes
personal acquaintance with the truth will overthrow the prejudice of the years.

This, then, was the PUZZLE THAT LED TO DOUBT - the very fact that Jesus was
described as coming from Nazareth.

SECOND _ THE ST]RPRISE THAT LED TO FAITH

To his credit Nathanael went and he saw for himself, and perhaps no higher tribute
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was ever paid to any man than what our Lord said to Naihanael, "behold an Israelit6
indeed in whom there is no guile" and the interview with Christ far exceeded all Nathanael's
expectations. But what a simple tribute our Lord gave to Nathanael that he was utterly
sincere,. transparently honest, "an Israelite indeed. " Well, if Nathanael was surprised it
His testimonial, there was something more surprising to follow, because Nathanael said
to the Lord, "well, how do you know me?" And Jesus answered and said, "when you
were under the fig tree, when you were at the hour of prayer, when you were meditating
on the Scriptures, I saw you, and I knew all that was going on in your mind." oh, th;
omniscience of Christ! He saw Nathanael. He read his heart before ever he came to Him.
and what is perhaps even more staggering, He sees and reads the heart of every one of
us, and nothing is hidden from His all-seeing eye. Remember psalm 139 "whither then
shall I go from Thy presence? If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea, even there shall Thy hand lead me." Yes, unto Him all hearts are open
and all desires known. "When thou wast under the fig tree" says our Lord, "I saw thee. "

But notice this too, our Lord must have known about that contemptuous remark of
Nathanael, "can any good thing come out of Nazareth?" But how gracious the Lord was.
He made no reference to it. He looked all on the good side and said, "Behold, an Israelite
indeed, in whom there is no guile. " "I saw thee. " That does not mean just bare recognition,
because HIS SIGHT IS INSIGHT, and when He looked at Nathanael He understood him.
He interpreted his thoughts and his fears. He saw him through and through. Do you
remember how at the end of John's Gospel chapter 2. it says of our Lord that "He knew
what was in man and needed not that any should testify of man. " "When thou wast under
the fig tree I saw thee," and this brought the astonishing question, "How did'st Thou
know me?" It was the same startling discovery that intrigued and convicted the woman
of Samaria. You remember that tremendous interview with her. Again, our Lord's ministry
was to the individual. How our Lord put His finger very much on the spot and said to
this woman, "Go and call thy husband." She had not got one. He said, "No, the one
you are living with is not your husband." She was staggered. But, you see, this was the
lever that opened up her soul. She went into the town and she said to the folks there,"Come, see a Man who told me all things whatsoever I have done, Is not this the Christ?"
It was the same thing again, "come and see," when Nathanael, unlike the woman at the
well of Samaria, had no similar black past of which to be ashamed, but he was tiankly
amazed and he perceived that Jesus indeed was the Messiah. And when he was confronted
with Christ his prejudices and his presuppositions vanished and he believed and he
recognised the truth, yes, even when He contradicted all his preconceived ideas. And notice
v.49, "Nathanael answered and said unto Him, Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God, Thou
art the King of Israel." The eyes of his understanding were opened and he beheld the
glory of the Divine Saviour, "Thou art the Son of God; Thou art the King of Israel."
Surely, this is the highest point of faith and certitude beyond which no-one ever went.
He confessed the Messiahship of Jesus and His kingly sway. What an affirmation! What
a declaration of faith! And notice the note of enthusiasm in his declaration. The joy-bells
were all ringing, "Thou art the Son of God. Thou art the King of Israel." But this was
no mere intellectual acknowledgement of Christ. It involved absolute obedience and
unfaltering trust. And when Nathanael surrendered he did so completely. There were no
half measures. And Nathanael had staying power, because you can read of him right at
the end of John's Gospel with the disciples after the agony of the cross. A work of grace
was done that day in his heart that would last to all eternity. Oh he must have regretted
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hii rash judginent condernin! Nazareth when he said so contemptuoitSly', "Cai"ahy good
thing come out of Nazareth?" But he never regretted becoming a disciple of Christ. And
Christ still calls men and women. He still issues His invitations, "Come after Me." Has
He spoken to you? Are you following Him? If you are in doubt the best thing I can say
to you is, as Philip said to Nathanael regarding the Saviour, "Come and see. " And you
will find, as the Queen of Sheba did when she said to Solomon, "Behold the half
was not told me. " It will take all eternity for us to appreciate and to see the beauty
and the excellence of Christ, "the Chiefest among ten thousand and the altogether lovely
One."

But, the word today is the word that Philip gave to Nathanael, "COME AND SEE"
and as Nicholas Brady has it in the old Version of the Psalms,

"O make but trial of His love,
Experience will decide,

How blest are they and only they
Who in His truth confide."

For Nathanael, it meant a new world, a new life, a new hope. "Thou art the Christ,
Thou art the King of Israel." May such a testimony be OURS, or, in the words of the
Apostle Paul, to say of Christ, "Who loved ME and gave Himself for ME."

For Younger Readers
Car ine  Mackenz ie

GOD HAS POWER

The Kennedy Space Centre in Florida, U.S.A. is a most impressive place to visit. A
huge area of flat uninteresting land has been taken over as the centre for space exploration.
From here rockets have been launched into outer space, some even landing on the moon.
The size of the constructions are so immense. The building where the rockets are assembled
has to have the biggest door in the world. The biggest tractor in the world is used to transport
the rocket to the launch pad. Vast amounts of fuel are needed to propel the rocket into
space. So much fuel is used in lift-off that any one standing within 2 or 3 miles of the
launch would be killed by the noise of the explosion alone.

We were very impressed by the power of the machinery and the skill and cleverness
of the people working there.

Isn't the power of God so much greater? God had only to speak a few words and the
whole universe was created. He upholds all things in the universe by the word of his power.
The scientists would not be able to plan their journeys were it not for God's order in creation.

We are so amazed that an object like a rocket with people inside can reach up into outer
space. Isn't it even more amazing that a prayer offered up to God through faith in Jesus
can reach right in to heaven. The power of prayer is very great. The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man avails much, James tells us in his letter. Man has actually left

r85
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this planet, been outwith the gravitational pull of this earth. A few men have actually
travelled to the moon and back. It is very exciting to hear news of these achievements.

Surely the most exciting news of all is to hear about God's own Son who made the
journey from heaven to dqrth. God loved the world so much so much that he sent his
Son to this planet to be borh as a baby, to live here and to die a cruel death in the place
of all the sinful people who put their trust in him.

Safety is a very important factor in any space programme. Great care is taken over every
nut and bolt used. The launching of the last Shunle was delayed because a technician found
a loose screw which could not be accounted for. Everything had to be checked and re-
checked. In spite ofthis great care accidents do happen. One Shuttle launch went disastrously
wrong soon after lifroff.

God makes no mistakes. He has promised to keep us in perfect peace if our mind is
stayed on Him. Our safety comes from the Lord who has made the heaven and the earth.

QU\Z

Jesus showed his divine power over his creation in many ways.

1. How did he show his power at a wedding in Cana?
(John 2:7-8) .

2. What words did he use to show his p6wer over the wind and sea?
(Mark 4:39)

3. Jesus showed his power over disease by healing which relative of Simon Peter's?
(Luke 4:38)

4. Jesus showed his power by curing Bartimaeus of his blindness. What did Bartimaeus
do after he received his sight?
(Mark l0:52)

5. Jesus had power over the trees. Which tree did he cause to wither because it did not
bear any fruit?
(Matthew 2l:19)

6. Jesus had power over death. Whose daughter was raised from the dead by Jesus' words?
(Mark 5:22-41)

7. Jesus had power over the fish. How many fish did the disciples catch after obeying
Jesus 'words?
(John  2 l : l l )

8. Jesus had power over the sea. He walked over the water to the disciples' boat. What
did he say to calm their fears?
(Mark 6:50)
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An Old Sin Repeated
'  Malcolm Jones (Crockenhi l l ,  Swanley,  Kent)

Genesis 20: l-lE.

,In spite of the many differences between what happened here and what took place in
chapter 12 some critical scholars feel compelled to believe it is the same event being
duplicated for it seems inconceivable to them that Abraham should fall into the same snare
twice. Those more in touch with human nature are better able to understand how a human
being falls prey more than once to the same temptation and particularly when fear and
terror are the root causes, as Satan so shrewdly observed, "A man will give all he has
for his own life. " (Job 2:4) And it is fear for his life which encourages Abraham to cover
up his marital relationship here in Philistine territory as it had been24 years earlier in Egypt.

What is noticeable is that when Abraham travelled to this new territory he did not build
an altar and call on the Name of the Lord. We do not know why Abraham made this journey,
though business priorities may have tempted it. Gerar was a prosperous city controlling
a lucrative caravan route. Abraham was now a wealthy chieftan, so he probably went to
trade. And he remained there in spite of the fear it brought on him over the safety of
his marriage and of his own skin. And so Abraham resorted to the old story of saying
concerning Sarah, "She is my sister". Though it had not worked before, fear and dread
is willing to give it a try once more, for he has seemingly lost any higher confidence."Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah". Some problem seems to arise as to
why the king should be so attracted to the 90 year old lady. The key to the whole problem
lies with the patriarchal life-span, which was still approximately double our own (this seems
to have been a special providence (C/f Deut.34:7); there is no indication that it was general).
Abraham died at 175 and Sarah ar l2'l; Jacob was to think 130 years "few and evil"
Their continued vigour shows that this was no mere postponement of death but a spreading-
out of the whole life process e.g. Abraham at, say, 110 in chapter 22 has the vitality of
a man of, at most seventy. Sarah's sixties would therefore presumably correspond with
our thirties or forties, and her ninety years at Isaac's birth with perhaps our late fifties.
At the latter age she was past childbearing, yet not past all thought of matrimony, and
it is significant that in chapter 20, unlike chapter 12, there is no mention of her beauty.
To Abimelech she was marriageable for her wealth and for the alliance that would be
cemented with her 'brother', as Abimelech's further approach to Abraham for a covenant,
when this move had failed suggests in 2l:22.

Abimelech was keen to be 'in' with Abraham. It could be advantageous for him to have
strong links with this affluent and influential man, and what better way to ensure it could
be than marrying Abraham's sister?

There are certain lessons here that are valuable to us and we will pull them out as we
work our way through this chapter.

l. Adultery is no small sin. v.3.
"But God came to Abimelech is a dream by night, and said to him, .Behold thou art but
a dead man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife."

Though all sin is serious, the Bible makes clear that some sins are worse than others.

187
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There are weightier matters of the law and less weighty matters. In this connection Paul

writes that "Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth
fornication sinneth against his own body." (l Cor. 6:18) And he goes on to shew how

serious that is by pointing out that the believer's body is "a temple of the Holy Spirit. "

Adultery is not only a sin against one's own body. It is also destructive to the divine basis
for human society, the marriage of one man and one woman. It is therefore a threat to
the whole fabric of human society.

It is extremely comforting to know, particularly in a day of loose morals being acceptable
in the world, that the blood of Jesus, God's Son, purifies us from all sin. (l John l:7)
And the church at Corinth was a shining example of this, for as Paul listed "the sexually
immoral" "adulterous" among those who will not "inherit the kingdom of God," he

went on to Say, "And such were some of you, but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified,
yea re  j us t i f i ed in theNameo f  t heLo rdJesusandby thesp i r i t o f  God .  ( l  Co r .6 :11 ) .

"Plenteous grace with Thee is found
' Grace to cover all my sin."

2. No Man is an island. v.3.
Verse 3 also teaches us that "no man liveth to himself." (Romans 14:7).

t ;  t I *

Jonah's rebellion threatened the lives of all who travelled with him in the ship. David's'

adultery caused the Lord's enemies to blaspheme. (2 Sam.l2:14) Abraham's folly in

concealing the truth about Sarah threatened the life of Abimelech, for it encouraged him

to commit a sin of which he was not even aware.
Out of love and consideration for this it is important that we reflect on how our actions

and our conversations affect others. "Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ

died." (Romans 14:15) Think before you sin. t:

3. God does not treat us as our old sins deserve. vs.4 & 5 
'

As Abimelech protests his innocence in vs. 4-5 it is obvious that he had been deceived

by both Abraham and Sarah. God's intervention, therefore, was not on account of

Abraham's or Sarah's goodness. A prophet he was, but most certainly a sinning prophet.

The Lord's goodness to the honoured couple was not BECAUSE of what they were but

in SPITE of what they were.
Such, of course, are God's ways with us. How tempted we are to take pride in some

favour of God upon us, forgetting that such favour is evidence only of God's grace to

us. Nor, if favour is withdrawn, should we automatically get distressed, for that also He

does in grace. "He causes His sun to rise on the evil and thc good, and sends rain on

the righteous and on the unrighteous. " In fact, the righteous might well come off worse.

As ihildren of Abraham we enjoy God's protection in spite of our reckless acts of unbelief

and even when we resort to trusting in devious schemes instead of in the living God.

4. All sin is Committed against God. Gen. 20:6
As Abimelech protested his innocence in taking Sarah, "God said unto him in a dream,

Yea I know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart: for I also withheld thee from

sinning against me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her. " The worst thing Abimelech

could have done in taking Sarah was not to have sinned against Abraham. His real guilt

would have been in sinning against God. David underlined this in Psalm 51:4 when,

a ' ,  t
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reviewing his double sin of adultery and murder, he said to God, ..Against Thee, Theeonly have I sinned, and. done this evil in Thy sight. " Both Bathsheba and iriah had suiTered,but David had learned that what he had ion-e again.t them was as nothing compared tohis guilt before God.

- To a violent persecutor of the church on his way to perpetrate further cruelties atDamascus, the Lord appeared and said, "Saul, saur, wnv peit""rr"r, thou Me?,, (Acts9:4) Saul asked, "who are you Lord"? How could he u" lr'irtv "ip"rsecuring somebodyhe had never known or met? whatever he had done agalnst irr" t"urt of these brethrenof Christ, he had done against the Lord Himself.
A prodigal son who had squandered his share of his father's estate in wild living gothis priorities right when he said, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and in Thy sight.,"(Luke l5:18,21)
And here Abimelech had to learn that whatever he did, wittingly or unwittingly againstAbraham and Sarah, he did against God.

* 
This is a principle *. n::g to constantly remember in our dealings with each other.For the way we treat our fellow-believers ls the way we treat the io'ro. .,tf a man say,I love God, and haterh his brother, he is a liar,' (i John 4:20)

He must be for how can anybody hate a person who God loves,'and how can we pretend
that.God will accept our claims io love ril- lr we wilfully disoLey His command to lovehis brother. He has given us this command, 'He that loveth Goi shall love his brotheralso" What we do for our brothers and sisters in the Lord lr "". "ppr.tunity of showingwhat we would do for Him if He were here."Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us: and weought to lay down our lives for the brethren. ' ' ( I John 3: I 6) The Lord Jesus is no longerhere.physically' In laying down our lives for the brethren *" tuy ao*n ou, lives for Him.Whether therefore our actions are good or evil in relation to others, they are a directindication of what they are in relat6n to God. That must have been a revelation toAbimelech.

5. More that Cause and Effect. v.6.
God.said-to that king, "I also witheld thee from sinning against Me." The world isnot a closed system of cause.and.effect. Though the univerie frrnctions for the most;;agcgfine to principles built into it by God, thJpower by which it is susrained is the wordof christ. The universe. was not oniy formed ai God'r-"o^mand (Heb. rr:3 clf 2 cor,4:6) but directly owes its survival [o the same word. (2 peter ::)f
And what is true of the universe itself is true also in the experiinces of human life.Nothing happens without the Lord. Even Satan has to gain p"r-irri- before attackingJob.  (Job l :12;  2:6)

. 
''Tl" Nlost High ruleth in the kingdom of men. " (Daniel 4:17) and that is very clearhere in Genesis 20. For a,pagan 

lng ir stopped by God in a dream (cf Job 33:14-lg)from sinning against him. In rict, God ur"r ,o-" pLgu" to break out on himself his wifeand his slave girls to prevent them being able to-haie children (vs. iz_ts); a situationthat could only be reversed by Abraharn-'s prayer.
How encouraging all this is, for the forces of evil seem to be so powerful, so invincible,as they terrorise the lives of thousands."So be it Lord! Thy throne shall never

Like earth's proud empires, fade away.
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The Lord is in supreme control of all our circumstances. 
"The king's heart is in the

hand of the Lord; He directs it like rivers of water wherever He pleases. " It is this truth

which makes prayer such a viable proposition, for we pray to one who is in control and

who does treai and answer His people;s prayers. There is always a tendency in us to see

men as trees walking. Only u itu" u*ui"ness of the Lord will cut them down to size'

Justice must be seen to be done. vs. 8-10.
Abimelech was king and was therefore the most influential person in the realm' Not

only does that partially explain the severity of the threat against his life, it also accounts

for the fact that the mattei could only be settled publicly. This thing had not been done

in a corner. It was public knowledge. "That is why Abimelech summoned Abraham to

court before witnesses (vs.8-9), *id" hit accusation and gave Abraham the opportunity

to defend himself. Though Abraham was to blame, and both Abraham and Sarah were

guilty of conspiring to deJeive, Abimelech was technically in the wrong and acknowledged

itr" iu"t Uy m-aking reparations both to Sarah and to Abraham. This brought the case to

a conclusion, ,o 
-thui 

in future Abraham could consider himself entitled to stay in

Abimelech's territory, if he so wished, and Sarah was vindicated publicly and declared

free of blame; her reputation was untarnished'" (J'B')

Endless trouble ensues for many years when we try to sweep things under the carpet.
.'He that covereth his sins shall noi prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes them

findeth mercy." (Prov. 28:13)

"Fear Him, ye saints." Verses ll-13.
fo aisciptes who had been sent out as "sheep irmong wolves" the Lord Jesus said, "Do

not be afriia of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul."

If only poor Abraham had been able to remember that he would have been preserved

from thl sins of this chapter. Fear makes cowards of us all and blots out all other

considerations from our mind. Sarah's safety does not seem to have been very high on

Abraham's list of priorities: and the promise and purpose of God for his son-to-be (Isaac)

and the ultimate blessing of all nations all disappearea tite snow on the desert sand when

Abraham felt his life might be in danger'
Fear made him jump tJth" *.ong c6nclusion, for Abimelech's words in vs' 9-10 and

his actions in vs. i4 & 16 showed f,i* to be a very different person than Abraham had

assumed. Nor is Abraham on very high ground in v.l2 where he tries to cover up his

lie by saying that there was some i*ttt in it. ttre fact was that Abraham had deliberately

.lrtia ttre fing into thinking Sarah was no more than his sister. And he is still very weak

in v. f S when i'e speaks of doA as making him wander from his father's household' What

an undignified wiy in which to speak o1 his pilgrimage, of his high calling and of his

chosen inheritance. How sad to s"e God't wayi with him being so devalued' And yet who

of us has not been similarly intimidated by mere humans?

Itis only when we bringihe Lord into focus - the Lord who has said, "I will never

leave thee nor forsake thei'that we can reply with contjdence 
"The Lord is my Helper'

I will not fear what man can do unto me.'; 1Heb. 13: 5,6) Naham Tate put it like this:-
"Fear Him, ye saints, and you will then

Have nothing else to fear."

l
z
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Restoration is Important. vs' 14-18'

one cannot help but uJ*r" this pagan king,- who could have been stumbled by the sin

of God,s servant. U"likJ;;;, iulmelech-did not try to excuse himself' The generosity

of his gifts in v.14 unoitit-oft"tin v.15 highlight the'sincerity of the man's grief over

having taken Sarah fro* nU*hum' And trii fufttrer gift in y'16.' a verse that has taxed

the skills of the translators - is probably to be undeistood by the word "to cover'" It

is the Hebrew word "ri"p^pet". iiit the vLrb which is used throughout,the Old Testament

to express the action oii on"-"nt, by which sin is covered through the blood of the

sacr i f ice.Anotherrender inggivesdueweight tothegi f to fs i lverasatonementmoney.
Abimelech was concerned not only to atone for hii own guilt' but to clear the name

of those he had *.ongJ- iiu" confession will always do thai' If we have sinned against

one another let us be quick not only to say ''sorry", but to make amends in any way we can'

Handle Spiritual Experiences wisely'

In closing I would like to make just two.general points in looking back over the chapter'

fn" fi.tt iJto know how to handle spiritual experiences' r t
I nH ismercy theLo rdd rawsnea r touSa t t imes inave rymarkedway . I tmaywe l l

be that we will pur, ,t^-ugh an exhilarating experience. The question is as to how we

react to these times of great spiritual elation'

Away back in chapter'i2 LU.afta* arrived in the land of Canaan and having received

it on promise, was suddenly tested by.a famine and he failed the test'
'- 

i, .l"pi"t f 3 n" nuA ."n'uriubl" "xperience of God coming to him and making a covenant

about territory and descendants. It was a tremendous occasion, but in chapter 16 we discover

that he and Sarai """r0 ,1, ""p. riitt ttr" anriclimax of the time delay, so Abraham took

Hagar the Egyptian rf*" u, hil wife' Now in Chapter ?9'.uft,": 
receiving another personal

visit from God and r""i"itg ,tt" promise of a son within 12 months' moved away to a

pit"" *tt"t" he sinned because fear gripped him'

we find the same sort of trial conironting the Lord Jesus at his baptism' -Mark 
puts

it graphically in these words, "And straightway coming upSit of^th1 |aterl-H" YYi:
heavens opened, unO tt eipiiit like a dove descinding upon Him. And there came a volce

from heaven, saying, Thou art My belovei son,"in'whom I am well pleased. And

immediately the Spirit driveth Him into the wilderness. And He was there in the wilderness

fortydays,temptedotsutun.andwaswiththewildbeasts:andtheangelsministeredunto
Him."

The trials are as important as the joys. Job put it like this to his wife' "Shall we receive

g#;;h" ;;;J of God, and shali we not receive evil?" (Job 2:10). We must not give

Satananyammunltlonforhisclaimthatwe.areonlyloyaltothel-ordbecauseHealways
cushions us in life'

Irtusenjoyourspiritualexperiences,butdoletusgraspthattheyaregiventoencourage
our loyalry in days of gloom and sorrow'

,,llherefore tet him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he falt'" (I Cor' 10:12)

The circumstances of this chapter do not record the ways of a weak and ignorant sinner'

Rather are they ,t" u""ouni oi u g."ut saint stumbling. ttris ctrapter is not about the

vulnerability of young christians, but the equal vulneraSility of a mature believer and of

a man who rrao ueco-me the friend of God over many years. This chapter is a witness
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to our inherent weakness as long as we remain in the body. To th€'very ald of thbir tiarth$
life every pilgrim (called like Abraham to live by faith in God) will be beset by the perils
that are common to everybody. Writing to the Galatians Paul said this. "Brethren, if a
man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of
meekness. ' ' Why ask the spiritual to do that job? Because they are immune to temptation?
Hardly. For he goes on to say "Considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. " (Galatians
6 :  |  & 2 \ .

It is when we think we are standing that we are liable to fall.
To a Church that had become far too proud of its own good, Paul wrote these words:-"For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many

mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world
to confound the wise: and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the
things which are mighty: And base things of the world, and things which are despised,
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: That
no flesh should glory in His presence. But of Him are ye in christ Jesus, who of God
is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification and redemption: That,
according as it is written, he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." (1 Cor. l:26-31.)

Perhaps one of the greatest blessings of Gen. 20 is, that the fulfilment of God's promises
in our lives, as in Abraham's, owes nothing to human deserving and everything to His
grace. That is rather humbling, but you will find it deeply comforting and encouraging.

Heaven's Activities
J .  R .  Beeke  (Grand  Rap ids ,  M ich igan ,  U .S .A . )

The question is a common one: What will heaven be like, What will people do there?
Will it be all singing and feasting?

The answer is as difficult as the question is common, not only because it is hard to know
what any place will be like without having been there, but also because the Bible nowhere
affords us a systematic list of heaven's activities. And that for good reason. Else we would
be prone to forget that heaven is ultimately the Triune God; being with God, knowing
God, enjoying God, gloriffing God. Samuel Rutherford was not far off when he described
heaven as "being with Christ" Didn't Christ Himself depict the heavenly paradise as having
its heartbeat in a "thou with Me" relationship? (Luke 23:43)

Nevertheless, the question is not inherently wrong or sinful . . On scriptural
grounds, our Reformed, and particularly Puritan, forebears heartily encouraged the militant
church to meditate on the activities of the triumphant church. The Puritans were fond of
using the expression, "meditating on heaven's holy occupations." They certainly did not
think of heaven as a stagnant place of little activify, confined primarily to singing! Rather,
they viewed heaven as a place teeming with holy, sacred activity. Meditation upon such
activity, though partial, ought to serve the church in good stead for strength in the daily
activity and warfare of the Christian life on earth.

Happily, Scripture is not altogether silent on "heaven's holy occupations" either. It

I
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€ncourages believers to meditate on heaven's activities (Heb. I 1:9-10). This meditation-
mandate to God's children is most encouraging.

First, meditate on heaven's holy worship, for this is heaven's greatest and most
continuous activity (Rev. 19: l-8). Such worship will be resplendent, varied, infinitely rich
- beyond the imagination of eye, ear, and heart ( I Cor . 2:9). Much of this worship will
be conducted in the framework of sacred music. The Psalms excepted, no Bible book
contains the number of songs that Revelation does - fourteen in all. Each of these is sung
by a heavenly choir: some by angels, some by elders, but the majority by the united choir
of redeemed saints. Each song has the same central theme: the praise of God's grace and
glory'

Second, meditate on heaven's holy service, knowing that the redeemed "shall serve
Him" in eternal bliss (Rev. 22:3). The concepts of service grace rewards are basic themes
in Christ's teaching relative to His return (Mt.24:45-46;25:14, 19,21,23). Though known
on earth partially at best, there will be numerous activities in heaven which will be a glorious
continuation of labour expended in Christ's name on earth - without of course, weariness
or failure.

Meditate on heaven's holy authority, knowing that believers will reign with Christ
and reign upon (l iterally, over) the earth (Rev. 1:6;19:8, 11-16). Seek increasing
prophetical grace to "confess His Name," priestly grace to present yourself "a living
sacrifice to Him," and royal grace to "fight against sin and Satan in this life with a free
and good conscience," if you would afterwards reign with Him eternally, over all
creatures" (Heidelberg Catechism, Q.32).

Meditate on heaven's holy fellowship and reunion. You cannot seek too much
communion with God in this life in preparation for eternal fellowship with God Triune.
Though such communion via Christ always remains your axiomatic desire, do not neglect
scriptural passages that underscore the communion of saints in glory (cf. Heb. 12:23; Rev
19:19). No discordant note shall permeate heaven's trinitarian, angelic, saintly choir.
Zwingli and Luther will be of one spirit.

Again, meditate on heaven's holy education. Two glasses of water may be full, but
one glass may hold more water than the other. Heaven's joy will be ever full, but the
capacity of joy will expand eternally. Heaven spells infinite growth, spiralling realisation,
and eternal enrolment. Your song will be the true Song of Degrees (cf. Psalms l2O-134),
for you will ever attain new views of God, new unfoldings of His gracious purposes, new
fountains of living water. Not to one fountain has Christ promised to lead you, but to
"living fountains of waters. " Like the four-branched river in the Edenic paradise, heaven's
trinitarian river will branch into many streams which make glad the city of God (Ps. 46:3).

Meditate on heaven's holy rest. Your eternal mansion is not the rented possession of
an earthly landlord, but your purchased gift from the heavenly Father through His Son.
In heaven you shall rest from all sin, infirmity, pollution, enemies, and above all, self.
All good shall be walled in; all evil, walled out. You shall rest in the Triune God with
the very rest with which God, in His inter-trinitarian economy, rests in His own love:
"He will rest in His love" (Zeph.3:17). A Puritan said it best: "O blessed day, when
I shall rest with God; when I shall rest in knowing, loving, rejoicing, and praising, when
my perfect soul and body together, shall perfectly enjoy the perfect God; when God also,
who is love itself, shall perfectly love me; yea, and rest in His love to me, as I shall rest
in my love to Him."

Finally, meditate on heaven's holy glory with John Howe when he writes:

F
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"Communicated glory fills the whole soul, and leaves nd place for anything that is vile
or inglorious; 'tis pure glory, free from mixture of anything that is alien to it. It is substantial,
solid glory, a massive, weighty glory. . . a glory to be wroughr out by afflictions, which
are the files and furnaces, as it were, to polish or refine the soul into a glorious frame.
'Tis cumulated glory, glory added to a glorious glory. Here 'tis growing, progressive glory,
(for) we are changed into the same image from glory to glory. It shall now be stable
consistent glory, (for) God hath now put the last hand to this glorious image."

Prepare us, Lord for "heaven's holy occupations": worship, service, authority,
fellowship, education, rest, glory. Like Abraham, teach us to look "for a city which hath
foundation, whose builder and maker is God" (Heb. l1:10).

The Epistle to the Colossians (3)
Kenneth Ashworth

A Prisoner Praises

St. Paul finished his beautiful prayer in Chapter 1 with these words "Giving thanks
unto the Father...who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated
us into the Kingdom of His dear Son in whom we have redemption, even the forgiveness
of sins".

I picture the Apostle pausing a few moments, thinking of the Lord who had met him
on the Damascus Road, whose peace, power and presence he had known ever since, for
whose sake he was now in prison. Then his thoughts burst forth into a rhapsody ofpraise
coming from his lips, voiced in a glorious hymn of praise, giving honour and glory to
Him who is not only all-sufficient in salvation but is pre-eminent above all creatures, human
or angelic.

It is a wonderfully inspired hymn of praise and well worth our while to study carefully
(1:15-20). In itthe Apostle extols the absolute pre-eminence of the Lord Jesus in both
Creation and Redemption. As we ponder upon Divinely-given attributes of God's dear
Son so rapturously and lovingly voiced we realise once again how relevant this Epistle
is to our experience and to the days in which we are living.

In Creation: The whole of Creation and all that is therein is described as giving glory
to the Lord Jesus. He is the 'Image of the invisible God", for He himself is God and
through Him and His works God is revealed. In Jesus Christ we see Him who is invisible.
He that hath seen Him who is invisible. "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father"
(John l4:9) and if we would really know God then we must keep on looking at and listening
to the Lord Jesus. Moreover He is eternally God's Image, the Firstborn in relation to
every creature (v.15). This does not mean that He is the first of all creatures but that He
is distinct from and highly exalted above every creature. Hence He is pre-eminent above
every creature for all things were created by Him (v.16). He is God's Agent in creation
- "all things were made by Him and without Him was not anything made that was made"
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(John l:3). He is creation's goal for "all things were created for Him", and He who is
"before all things" holds all things together. He is the Upholder and Sustainer of the
Universe. What a wonderful and comforting thought is this. I love the comment of Dr.
Hendriksen here "the Son of God's love holds in His Almighty Hand the reins of the
Universe and never for one moment lets them slip out of His grasp".

Pause with me for a moment as this section of the hymn closes and see how in experience
the whole of creation and present day occurrences can draw us ever nearer to the Lord
Jesus. I can go out for walks or drives in the car and see the beauty of the countryside
- the resplendent majesty of the trees, the colourful wonder of the flowers, the ever-
changing corn fields, the mystery of the deep waters of the seas. Wherever I go and thus
behold the varied wonders of God's creation I can praise the t ord Jesus, sense His Presence,
listen to His voice "Behold the lilies of the fields. . . the fowls of the air. . . seek God's
Kingdom".

To do so makes all the difference in our attitude to the world around us and to the
achievements of man in this space age. Television and amazing photography in recent
days have unfolded for us more and more of the mysteries of the universe and in particular
of the moon's surface. Yet it is not the exploits of man on the moon, fantastic though
they are, that thrills the Christian, but the unveiling to human eyes of the creative wonder
of the Omnipotent God through the agency of the Lord Jesus. Day by day we hear, and
read of calamities, tragedies, sorrows and evil. To be reminded as in this hymn that God's
dear Son is in supreme command and control spurs us on to trust Him implicitly even
though so often we cannot understand.

In Redemption. Just as the Lord Jesus is Head of all creation, so He is the Head of
the new creation, the church. It is He alone who causes His church to live and grow.
He rules, empowers and governs. Let us take heart. He can never fail. His purpose is
sure. His church will emerge triumphant.

As He is the first of all creation so He is the first to be raised from the dead (1:18)
to die no more. Triumphant over death He ensures that all who are in Him shall likewise
rise from the dead. Again the hymn attributes all pre-eminence to Him (v.18) because
it pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell - all God's essence, glory,
and grace are in Him; and it was God's purpose that through His Cross all things should
be reconciled to Himself. Only through the cross can there be reconciliation for the sinner
- and only in Him will there ultimately be restored harmony between God, man, the
angelic beings and the whole Universe.

Victory has been won, ultimate harmony is assured - a new heaven and a new earth
wherein dwells righteousness.

We owe everything to Christ-our election, salvation, sanctification and sure hope of
Heaven. Like the Apostle let us never cease to praise Him'inot only with our lips but
in our lives by giving up ourselves to His service, and by walking before Him in
righteousness and true holiness".

Perfecting the Church Below. On page 177 in our last issue there is a printing error.
The papers were read at the 1990 Westminster Conference and not as stated. We regret
the mistake.
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God's Constant Caib
l sa  A .  Buck lev  (W inchcombe .  G los . )

Sometime ago I was reading the story of Jacob's Ladder in Genesis chapter 28. The
following comment by John J Davis was of great help.

"The stairway was a symbol of the true and loving fellowship between God in heaven
and His people on earth. GOD IS CONSTANT IN HIS CARE OF HIS OWN."

This set me thinking and looking at other examples in Scripture of the Lord's kind and
loving care of His people in the midst of their sorrows, trials and temptations.

JOSEPH ij j  'r '  "?i:

Genesis 37-50
Few young men have ever been so tested and tried as Joseph. Yet without this testing

he would never have been prepared for the high office that God had planned for him.
What an example and challenge his life is to young people to-day. What was the secret
and source of his noble life? It is found the words used again and again "The LORD was
with Joseph."

ELIJAH : "iii

: l :I Kings 17
Elijah was called to rebuke sin in high places - an evil king and queen with blood on

their hands. How they hated him, but God made provision for His servant's safety. First
ravens to feed him and then a little widow lady to provide food and shelter.

THE DISCIPLES
John 21

A group of discouraged, dispirited, uncertain, tired, hungry men. On the shore their
beloved Lord - and a fire and breakfast ready. What comfort for body, mind and spirit.

PAUL & SILAS
Acts 16

Their only crime was preaching the Gospel but they had upset "big business". Here
they were, beaten, bruised, bleeding, hands and feet chained. Did they bemoan their lot?
Their Lord's presence was so near and dear that "they prayed and sang praises unto God."

JOHN
Revelation I

He was an old man now with many years of service and suffering behind him. He was
a prisoner, watched all the time, with little peace or privacy. His Lord came to him. Long
before John had known Him in His humanity, now he sees Him in Majesty, his risen and
ascended Lord.

These are just a few examples from Scripture. There are many more, and down all the
years since the Lord has shown His constant love and care to His dear ones, great and
humble alike. HE HAS NOT CHANGED. ..;r
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Isaiah 63: 9. In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His pfesdnce saved

them: in His love and in His pity He redeemed them. and carried them all the
days of old.

1 Peter 5: 7. Casting all your care upon Him; FOR HE CARETH FOR yOU.
It is God's will that I should cast my care on Him each day,
He also bids me not to cast my confidence away. l
But oh! how foolishly I act when taken unawares,
I cast away my confidence and carry all my cares.

Author Unknown.

The Titles of a Christian
W. J. Parker (Colwyn Bay)

III. Disciples. ,

Mark. 6. I. "He came unto his own country and his disciples follow him, And when the
Sabbath day was come he began to teach in the synagogue."

Disciple suggests three things:

I. A School.

The Christian church basically is founded on the synagogue, rather than the Temple
of Jerusalem.

First Come, then Learn. Matt. I1.28-9. "Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls."

Example: Luke 10.39 "He entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named
Martha received him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat
at Jesus' feet, and heard his word. " The School of Christ consists of all believers. Their
faith in Christ is like the badge on a school jacketl GaL.3.26-'1.' ' ye are all the children
of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptised into Christ
have put on Christ."

lI. A Lesson. This comprises

A Truth to be understood. John. 16. 13-15. "Howbeit when He the Spirit of truth shall
come, he will guide you into all truth, . . ."

A Person to be Known. Phil. 3.8-10. "I count all things but loss for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord; . . That I may know Him, and the power oi
his resurrection, the fellowship of his suffering, being made comfortable to hiJ death."
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2Tim. l.l2. "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep
that which I have committed unto Him against that day."

An Example to be Followed: I Peter. 2.21. "Christ suffered for us, leaving us nn example
that ye should follow his steps."

In humility, self denial, etc, cf. Lord's Prayer "Thy will, not mine, be done."

III. A Teacher.

The Lord Jesus.  Jn.  6.45.  & Jn.  8.  3 l -32.
Himself.
His Assistant: The Holy Spirit. Luke 12.12.
The teacher's wisdom (Co1.2.2.) His power (1 Cor. 1.24.) His skill (Ps. 18.72. & ps. 32.8).
He teaches the Heart. (Heb. 8.10 & 10.16.)
What He requires of his pupils:
Lk.13.24. "Strive to enter in at the straight gate". Matt. 10.38. "He that taketh not his
cross, and followeth after me is not worthy of me."

May we each walk worthy of our Master.

The Good Samaritans
D. E. Williams (Abbots Langley, Herts)

2 Chron. 28 describes very briefly the character and reign ofAhaz, king ofJudah, and
we are told that he was delivered into the hand of the king of Syria because of his great
idolatry and wickedness. Besides a great slaughter of men, 200,000 women, sons and
daughters and much spoil was taken back from Judah to Israel, but Oded that prophet
went out to meet them and said, "Behold, because the Lord God of your fathers was wroth
with Judah He has delivered them into your hands, and you have slain them in a rage
that reaches up to heaven. And now you purpose to keep under the children ofJudah and
Jerusalem for bondmen and bondwomen: but are there not with you, even with you, sins
against the Lord your God? Now hear me, therefore, and deliver the captives again, which
ye have taken captive of your brethren: for the fierce wrath of the Lord is upon you."

"Then certain of the heads of the children of Ephraim . . . stood up against them that
came from the war and said, You shall not bring in the captives hither; for whereas we
have offered against the Lord already, you intend to add more to our sins, and to our
trespass: for our trespass is great and there is fierce wrath against Israel. So the armed
men left the captives and the spoil before the princes and all the congregation, and the
men rose up and took the captives, and with the spoil clothed all that were naked, and
gave them to eat and drink, and anointed them, and carried all the feeble of them upon
asses, and brought them to Jericho, the city of palm trees, to their brethren; then they
returned to Samaria."

How like the parable of the Good Samaritan is this Old Testament story. Instead of
one man suffering the violence of robbers we have nearly a quarter of a million people
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suffering the violence of war and tribal hate. Instead of the priest and lrvite passing by.
we have the kingdom of Israel indifferent to their fate, and willing to enslave them. And
instead of one good Samaritan we have Oded and the princes of the tribe of Ephraim,
whose location in Palestine was Samaria, taking pity on the wretched state of the captives,
doing all that was necessary to relieve their wants and sufferings, and returning them to
their own territory.

The New Testament parable provides, amongst other things, a contrast between the dead
formalism of Jewish traditionalism with the lively compassion of a despised Samaritan.
Whilst it is true that the priests and Levites were enjoined in the law not to defile themselves
by touching dead bodies, the priest in the story apparently found it more convenient to
assume the man was dead without examination, and the Levite crossed over to inspect
the victim but did nothing. The samaritan, however, showed compassion on a generous
scale, all at his own expense. Our Good Samaritan is the Lord Jesus Himself, who rescues
us from spiritual death by providing the way of salvation, entirely at His own expense.

Sanctification the will of God
A Sermon

. Preached by Pastor Kenneth Dix at Old Baptist Chapel, Dunstable.

Thess. 4z 3-12

With this 4th chapter we come to the practical part of this letter. The 4th and 5th chapters
are concerned with conduct; they are concerned with behaviour, with living the christian
life. And at the very beginning of this 4th chapter the christian life is seen as a walk -
the christian is to walk so as to please God and, of course, we walk with God as we live
out our lives knowing that His eye is ever upon us. We walk with God knowing that He
sees all. We walk with God as we walk in communion with Him in prayer, in worship,
in the means of grace, in the hearing of His Word. We walk with God as we have fellowship
with Him in this way. We walk with God also as we live in obedience to God, as we
submit ourselves to His Word. It is impossible for us to be pleasing God if we continually
go contrary to his Word. A disobedient child does not please its parent, and a rebellious
christian cannot please God. The christian walks, therefore, so as to please God, and in
this walk he increasingly is concerned to please God, in other words, as the days go by
the life of every individual believer is growing so that it is more and more a closer walk
with God. These words in the lst verse cannot be understood in any other way, "As ye
have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more
and more." We are to live in a way which is well pleasing to God, more and yet more
fruitful. Now this is what Paul is saying in these opening two verses of this chapter, and,
as you will notice in the first part of the 3rd verse, he underlines this. "For this is the
will of God, even your sanctification," in other rvords, whatever else God's will might
be for you and I, this mostcertainly is His will. God's will for His people in every age,
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in every placeistheir sanctification, that they might more and nfore walk clos'6ly tri Him;
that they might be increasingly separate from the world, that they might be separated unto
God. You will remember how it was in the Old Testament, that various utensils and other
things were set apart for exclusive use in the Tabernacle or in the Temple. Now these
things were consecrated, they were set apart unto the Lord. They were not for everyday
use - they were not to be used by the people in their tents in the wilderness nor in their
homes in the promised land. They were sanctified, set apart to God. And the christian,
the believer in Jesus Christ is separated unto God. He is set apart - set apart from sin
to be the Lord's, and during his walk in this world, during his pilgrimage through this
world the believer, the christian is increasingly sanctified. He is continually purified from
sin and at the same time he adorns the Gospel as he is more and more conformed to the
image of Jesus Christ. This work of sanctification is something that goes on throughout
life. It is never complete in this life, but it goes forward increasingly. The Lord's people
are prepared for heaven, till in heaven they appear before God perfectty perfect as we
shall see when we come towards the end of the 5th chapter, perfectly perfect, "without

spot or wrinkle or blemish or any such thing." Says the Apostle at the beginning of this
3rd verse in this 4th chapter, "For this is the will of God, even your sanctification," and
he says much the same again, as you will notice, in the 7th verse, "For God hath not
called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness."

Let us consider the nature of this sanctification. So necessary it is in this subject, as
in a// subjects, to distinguish things that differ. At the beginning of the christian life we
are brought by God's grace, by the work of His Spirit, to trust in Him and in Him alone
for our salvation. Now, the way in which we are brought to this will vary - no two will
ever be alike - butfaith there must be. our sins are put away, they are covered by the
blood of Christ, we are justified. At the very beginning of our christian lives God declares
us as righteous in His Son Jesus Christ. we are forgiven, we are justified by faith.
Remember that Martin Luther said something to this effect, that this doctrine ofjustification
by faith is the mark of a rising or falling church. Where it is forgotten it is a falling church,
and where it is preached it is a rising church. we need to get a hold of this truth -
justification by faith. That instant, that moment in which we are brought to faith in Christ,
in that moment God declares us to be righteous in Christ. We are robed with the
righteousness of Christ. My friends, this is something that can never ever admit of any
change. The moment a sinner believes, in that moment he is righteous before God, he
is accounted righteous before God, and that can never ever be changed. Sentence is passed,
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." (Romans
8: l). The point is this, all believers are equally justified. we can't say that one believer
is more justified than another in this matter. There is no difference between the Apostle
Paul and those to whom he was writing at Thessalonica. There is no difference between
Martin Luther and you and I as believers in this chapel this morning. We are all equal
in this matter. we can never be more justified, we can never be /ess justified. we can
never be more forgiven or less forgiven - all of us are equals. We stand before God
clothed in the righteousness of Christ alone and nothing can eyer change r/rls. The justified
sinner can never be unjustifred, and there is something else, you cannot grow in justification
either. You see, it is a declaration. We are just in Christ. This is our standing before God
and this can never change and it can never admit ofany alteration ofany kind whatsoever.

Now, you say, "Why have you been stressing this?" Because I wish to stress things
that differ. You see, sanctification is not like this. Sanctification does admit of srowth.
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At the veiy beginhing of the christian life there is planted"iiittri; us' spiritual'iit. CoO
begins within us that good work, that work of removing the pollution of sin and at the
same time He begins that work of renewing us continually in holiness. separating us unto
the Lord. Sanctification is a process. One of the old Puritans - Thomas Watson it was
- who put it in this way. He likened it to a seed. At the very beginning of the christian
life, the seed is put within us and the seed grows, first the blade, then the ear, then in
glory the full corn in the ear. Now this distinction between these two things is often
forgotten, but it must be forgoften. We need to have it clearly in our minds. At the beginning
of the christian life we are justified in the words of the hymn this morning:"Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven"
and that never changes. We cannot be more forgiven, we are forgiven. That's your position
this morning as a believer, it describes your standing before God. There you stand acquitted
- every sin has been dealt with. There you stand robed in the righteousness of the Son
of God. That is your standing, and it wlll be your standing for ever. Sanctification, on
the other hand, rs a process. It has a beginning, and it goes on through life. It describes
that process whereby we are changed from glory into glory, that process by which the
rough corners and the prickly spikes of our character and conduct are being removed,
that putting off of the old man. Remember that Paul speaks of the old man both in his
Epistle to the Romans and to the Ephesians, the putting away of the old man and a putting
on of the new, the old polluted nature more and more dealt with as we are conformed
increasingly to Jesus Christ and at last in heaven we are brought to perfection of spirit
and soul and body.

Now, the second matter, the means of this sanctification. Sanctification, as you havd
seen already, is a transforming work, change - a glorious change - is being effected
by our God in the lives of His people. We are changed "till in heaven we take our place. "

Now, the means of this sanctification are beautifully brought out for us by the Apostle
Paul in Philippians II verses 12 & 13. "wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed,
not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of
His good pleasure." Now, do you see what the Apostle says there? He says in the l2th
verse we are to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling - in other words,
he stresses that there is a human side and then in the l3th verse he says, "It is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure." He stresses, in the l2th
verse the human side and in the 13th verse he stresses the divine side. and it is a most
serious mistake to ignore either.

Let us look for a moment at the second, the divine side. "It is God which worketh in
you both to will and to do of His good pleasure. " God works within us. We become temples
of the Spirit of God and He works within our hearts. He works within us every good work.
All that we are, whether in salvation itself or in the life that follows, all that we are, all
that we ever shall be, we owe entirely to Him. "rtis God which worketh within us."
Let me put it to you in this way. Is it that we sometimes (I hope we do) mourn over sin?
Well it is our God Who gives us this godly sorrow. Is it that we hunger and thirst after
righteousness? Do we cry out for the living God? It is God Who gives to us this hungering
and thirsting after Him. Do we have a concern to be with the Lord's people on a Lord's
Day morning or a Lord's Day evening? lt is God Who gives to us these gracious desires
to be with the Lord's people. Do we long for holiness of life? Does it concern us that
we come so far short of what we know we ought to be? Every thought of holiness is Ilis
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alone. You see, it is GodWho works within us, to will and to do of His good pleasarE.
Paul puts it in a very similar way, you may remember, when he is writing to the Ephesian

christians where he says in the 2nd chapter and v.10, "For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them. " In this work, this transforming work, this being changed from glory into
glory, there is very clearly this divine side, God working within us to will and to do of
His good pleasure. But there is also the human side. In that same chapter, Philippians
2, those verses I have already read to you, v.12, "Work out your own salvation, with
fear and trembling" - now turn from there to the passage we are looking at in I
Thessalonians v.3. "This is the will of God even your sanctification." This is what His
will is for yourself and myself, and then how does the Apostle go on? He says, "that

ye should abstain from fornication." It is God's will that we live unto Him, that we should
not give way to sinful lusts of the flesh and, in order to that, he brings before us these
exhortations, we are "to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling". The
exhortations are there; the commands are there for us to be obeying. As we go through
these verses you will find in this passage in 1 Thessalonians 4 time after time Paul is bringing
before us exhortations. We are to abstain from fornication. Everyone is to know how to
possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; we are not to go and defraud our brother
in any matter. On and on he goes, with these exhortations. We are to study to be quiet.
We are to do our own business. We are to walk honestly toward them that are without.
These are the exhortations. What is God's will for us? That we are to be delivered from
the dominion of sin, that we are to live more and more to that end. He works in us to
that end and then He gives us these exhortations for the same purpose - exhortations
which are to be obeyed, these exhortations that God is giving to us to abstain from impurities
and all the other things also throughout the Word of God. If we do not obey these
exhortations then we are despising not man, as he says here, but God.

Now very great mistakes, as I say, have been made in this matter because the two sides
of this work of sanctification have not always been recognised. Some act as if we have
no part at all in this matter. Well, if that is so, these exhortations that we find everywhere
in the Word of God, they are meaningless. But they are given to us to be obeyed. There
is to be a humble submission on our part to all that God prescribes and lays down. He
sanctifies, He works within us and one way by which He works is through His Word
which He gives to us, which we are to obey, which we are to heed.

God's purpose is to fashion every believer to the image of Jesus Christ, but unlike the
sculptor, God is not dealing with a block of wood or a slab of stone. He is dealing with
living souls. He is dealing with responsible beings. He is dealing with those who are born
again of the Spirit of God to whom He Himself has given spiritual life. It is God Who
works within us; it is God Who fashions, uses His chisel and other things, if you like,
but it is ourselves who work out our salvation with fear and trembling as we walk close
to God knowing His eye is upon us, in communion with Him and as we walk in obedience
to His Word.

Now this work is never going to be an easy work. There will always be in this matter
of personal sanctification warfare. The old sinful nature does not welcome, if I can so
put it, this transformation, and, again, we live in a crooked, evil world and that crooked
evil world is always trying to bring us down. Not only do we have to fight against the
old human nature, not only do we have to fight against the world that is around us in
this matter but equally also we wrestle against the principalities and powers, the forces



:

The Gospel Mdgazine 2Oj

of darkness. the demonic beings there at our throat. as it were. to try and get us down.
Paul knew this battle well. It was Paul who wrote, "Mortiff the deeds of the body," in
other words, "Put to death these things." It is not going to be easy - you have to fight.
"Put to death these things," and you will remember how he speaks of this struggle in
his Epistle to the Romans. He says, "For the good that I would I do not: but the evil
which I would not, that I do." (Romans 7, v.l9). Now that was the experience of an
advanced believer - a man of God - of the Apostle himself. Here he was battling on
toward heaven; God was working in him - yes - but here was this man, wanting to do
good, but he found this principle in his members which was going in the other direction
all the time. He says, "I delight in the law of God after the inward man: But I see another
law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity
to the law of sin which is in my members. " (Romans 7: 22 & 23). This was his experience;
this is the experience of the Lord's people always in this matter; there is a warfare, but
the Apostle could end this chapter, "O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me
from the body of this death? | thank God throtgh Jesus Christ our Lord. " (Romans T:
24 &25).In this matter as in others, "We are more than conquerors through Him that
loved us." (Romans 8, v.37)

Now I must go on to the last matter, the necessity of sanctification. "This is the will
of God even your sanctification." It is God's will. It is God Himself Who has said, "Be

ye holy: for I am holy." (l Peter l: 16). It is God's will; really that is necessity enough
- no further reason is needed. God Himself has spoken - that, surely, should be sufficient
for us to know the necessity of sanctification. God has commanded it. "Be ye holy, be
ye separated unto God," says the Lord, "even as I am holy." Let me add three practical
points to show the necessity of this matter.

The first, sanctification is a sure mark of our salvation. I want you to turn back to
Paul's Letter to the Romans, chapter 8, to those wonderful verses 29 & 30. "For whom
He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that
He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He did predestinate,
them He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He justified,
them He also glorified." Here in these verses we have the golden chain of salvation -
the golden chain which links from before the foundation of the world when God chose
His people in Christ to that moment when they are brought to glory itself, to that moment
when they are perfectly perfect, when they are entirely conformed to the image of Christ.
That is God's purpose for His people, to conform them to the image of Christ. But then,
what then is the evidence that you are a believer? What is the evidence that you are chosen
in Christ? What is the evidence that you are a justified soul? This, that within you this
work of being conformed has begun. That is the evidence that you are of God's elect;
that is the evidence that you are a saved soul; that is the evidence that you arejustified,
your sins are forgiven, that in practice in your lives you see this sanctifying process going
on. Now this will mean that you will have a concern for these things. It will mean this
that when you fall and come short of what you know you ought to be you will grieve.
It will mean that you will strive to avoid that which you know is wrong. This is how you
will see that this sanctirying process is going on, that you more and more hate the things
that are evil and that you more and more love God and that you more and more have
desires that are Godward. Sometimes I have heard of people who come to a service like
this. They come to hear the sermon and they want to be shown in that sermon that they
are the elect of God and, during the course of that sermon, they hear something which
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makes therh to think that all is well and then on Monday morning they go out and in business
- oh! - they are quite dishonest and it does not give them any pangs of conscience at
all that they are dishonest in their business, and perhaps on the following Saturday there
is a marriage and they become drunk with wine and then again they have no remorse about
it at all, but they will be back in the service on the Lord's Day morning wanting to hear
that they are elect or something like this. My friends, such behaviour shows, not that they
are elect, but that they need to repent of their sins.

The mark of our being in Christ is this, a holy life, a godly walk, a heart that is set
against sin, a desire for God, for the living God, a longing to grow in holiness and in
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Sanctification is the mark that that good
work has begun within us. Now, of course, we shall not ourselves recognise and see these
changes that are taking place, any more than Moses saw that his face was shining when
he had been with the Lord, but I do say this, although we shall not recognise and see
theseth ingsourselves,  otherswl l lseethem,andlsayth isalso,becauseth issanct i fy ing
work is taking place, there will be these holy desires, these longings after the living God
and a putting away of the things that are sinful and evil. Sanctification, then, is a sure
mark of our salvation.

The next practical point - a sanctified life is the most useful life. The tendency today
is to think that, once we are saved, in a sense, that is the end of the matter - once we
come to salvation, then the rest of life is spent winning others, bringing others to salvation,
and it has to be said that often little attention is given to the vitally important matter of
sanctification in the life of the believer. Too often today the christian is seen as a sort
ofbusy bee, and he spends his whole life seeking to get others, to bring others into the
hive and this means, because he is so busy about this and that, he has little time for growing
in grace - he has little time for personal holiness. Now, this is so contrary to the New
Testament. Christ has died, not only to save us from our sins, but to sanctify us. Let us
turn again just briefly to Paul's l-etter to the Ephesians, c.5. Paul says, "Husbands, love
you wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it. " He has given
Himself for it - He has given Himself, for His people, what for? "That He might sanctifu
and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word." (vs. 25 & 26). Christ has come
into this world to save us from our sins, yes, but also to make us a holy people and, my
friends, the most useful christians in this world - not the most active christians, those
who best serve God, are those who are most conformed to Jesus Christ.

The last maffer that I shall mention this morning, the third of these practical points coming
out of this heading, the necessity of sanctification, just briefly. Only the sanctified will
come to heaven. Do you remember that solemn word in the Letter to the Hebrews, (c.12,
v.14) "Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord."
"For God hath not called us into uncleanness, but unto holiness." (1 Thess. 4:7) He is
going to bring us to a place of perfect holiness where there will be no place for anything
that defiles. He is bringing us to heaven, and in heaven there is no place for idolaters,
no place for murderers, no place for atheists, no place even for those who make a profession
on the Lord's Day but who walk contrary to that profession on Monday. "Without holiness
no man shall see the Lord."

Do you see all this from what I have been trying to say to you this morning? At the
beginning of the christian life we are brought to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and our
sins, whether those sins in our eyes are small or great, those sins at the very beginning
ofthe christian life, those sins are forgiven, in other words, every sin that you have ever
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committed. You are justified at the same time. At the beginning of that christian life there
begins that work whereby you are more and more separated unto God. The sins of the
past, the dust of the feet, if I can so put it quoting from John's Gospel c.12, the sins are
put away as more and more we grow in grace. We have been chosen in Christ, we have
been separated to be God's people that we might be conformed to the likeness of Christ.
That is the prospect - we are growing toward it, and one day in glory we shall come
to it. We shall be like Him for ever. What an inducement this should be to us to strive
against sin, to seek after a godly life, to be a God-fearing people, that we might increasingly
be seen in the world as those who are the Lord's people. "This is the will of God even
your sanctification," in other words, we are being -

"Changed from glory into glory
Till in heaven we take our place." Amen.

The Guarantee of God
C. C. J. Butlin (Sheffield)

"These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that
ye may know that ye have etetnal life, and that ye may believe on the rnme of the Son
of God." (1 John 5:13).

Everywhere men and women are feeling a sense of insecurity. o[ uncertainty. not only
of things temporal, but with many regarding things eternal. For some people this uneasiness
springs from a barely conscious knowledge of things being not right between themselves
and their Creator. It arises from a barely-realised but subconsciously known need ofdivine
forgiveness and an assurance of God's love and favour. One is forced to this view if one
believes in the Fall of Man. If we are considered old-fashioned in accepting this explanation
of Man's plight - then we are content to be such in company with the inerrant Word
of God. This says: "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God", and, "by the
offence of one (Adam) judgment came upon all men to condemnation. " (Rom. 3:23; 5:18).
It also states: "By one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience
of One (Jesus) shall many be made righteous. " (Rom. 5:19). Yes - there is the message
of hope - "Christ died, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God." (l Pet.
3:18). How then can we obtain this way of escape from the judgment of death eternal
passed on sinners? Put simply, it means we rnust rest completely in Christ crucified,
repenting of our sins. "For if we confess our sins God is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (l John l:9). And then "Being

justified by faith (not by faith in our good deeds) we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ." (Rom. 5:l).
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One may ask, however, "How can I know that to trust in a Saviour crucified and risen
brings pardon and life everlasting?" The true answer is: "Because the result is guaranteed
of God: God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, says so!" In other words,
the sure word of the Father guarantees and efficacy of the work of the Son. As John wrote
in his first epistle: "If we accept the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater;
for this is the testimony of God, that He has borne witness to His Son. " (l John 5: 9,I l).
(He is writing to those who have become Christians, who have repented of their sins and
come to faith in Jesus, as Sinbearer and Saviour.)

The facts then are as follows: l. God has accepted the Sacrifice of Calvary (on behalf
of His people's sins). 2. God has shown this by raising His Son from the dead. 3. God
henceforth bestows pardon and everlasting life to those who repent of their sins and believe
in Jesus. So John can write: "These things have I written unto you that believe on the
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life." (l John 5:13). One
would ask, therefore, "Is it more presumptuous to believe or to doubt the Word of God?"
Who among us dare pit his puny finite mind against the infinite intelligence and wisdom
of Almighty God? John again states: "He who does not believe God has made Him a
liar - because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne to His Son. The
man who really believes in the Son of God will find God's testimony in his own heart."
In other words: ' 'The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are the children
of  God."  (Rom. 8:16) .

It must not be thought, however, that it is all a matter of human feelings. Feelings are
fickle-ebbing and flowing like the changing tides. A man's feelings may be affected by
many things - by sickness and health, by his bank balance, and by his problems and
responsibilities. As the Word of God and the biographies of Christians are read, it may
be seen how foolish it is to trust to human feelings in the matter of the soul's relationship
to God. The assured believer has learned to trust the revealed truths of God's infallible
Word. Feelings are changeable - but the Word of God is constant. As David wrote long
ago: "Thy Word is true from the beginning; for ever, O Lord, Thy Word is settled in
heaven. " Of that gracious Word's invitation Isaiah writes: "Incline your ear, and come
unto Me: hear, and your soul shall live."

Jottings from a Pilgrim's Notebook
John 10:31-42

The Day of Opportunity
These Jews asked Jesus to tell them plainly if He was the Christ. (v24). He gave them

again a plain answer. He told them that He was One with the Father v.30. and that He
would give eternal life to all who accepted His words and followed Him, as sheep recognise
and follow their shepherd. Their response was to take up stones to stone Him. Here was
rejection and opposition. They refused to listen to His voice, they rejected His claim and
refused His gift of eternal life. Jesus referred them to the miracles He had done at the
command of His Father, and asked for which of these they would stone Him? They replied
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thbt it was because He, being a man, maketh yourself out to be God' Jesus reminded them

that in Ps. 82:6 God said oltheir judges and rulers'ye are gods'. This was by virtue

both of the commission they received from God, and of an authority and consecration

to their office which rested on God's own word which could not be broken' How then

could they speak of Christ, who was consecrated and sent into the world by the Father,

as a Utasphemer? If it was the case that these Jewish representatives were called gods by

virtue of their commission, how much more true is it of the One who was sent into the

world and sanctified by Him? How dare you say of Him, Thou blasphemer, because I

said, I am the Son of God? Again, Jesus points to the miracles He performed as evidence

that He was the long promisJd Christ. c.f. Isa.35: 5 and 6. He was doing the works of

the Father, that thoJe who saw might believe the works in order that they might know

and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him v.38'

We see here how Jesus as it were underlines His claim to be the Messiah. He claimed

to be the Son of God, so to be doing the works prophesied of Messiah' Their response

was a renewed attempt to arrest Him. So He left them and went to others. Here then is

the lesson to us. We are confronted by claims of Christ. If we listen attentively and give

heed to them, He will give us eternal life so we shall be recognised as belonging to Him'

If we refuse to give heed to His claims then He will leave us in our sins and go to others.

A .V .Mc .C .

Helmingham Recalled
In the course of one of our holidays we were able to fulfil a long cherished wish to

visit Helmingham, a small village in Suffolk. Many are drawn to Helmingham to see the

lovely Hall, 
"home 

of the Tollemache family since the 16th century. This attractive manor

house with iwo drawbridges spanning the moat stands amid beautiful gardens, surrounded

by a deer park. John Coistabie's gr-at hndscape painting "Helmingham Dell" features

a part of ihe grounds.
Wttittt we af,preciated seeing this attractive mansion it was the church which had drawn

us to Helmingham, John Chailes Ryle was rector here 1844 to 1862 and it was on this

account that we came.
When he arrived in the parish the rectory was in a dilapidated condition and so he accepted

the invitation of the Tollemaches to live at the Hall. Whilst here he acted as chaplain and

as the Tollemaches had a constant succession of visitors he quite often had 40 present,

including domestic staff, at daily worship.
The pirish itself was small and Ryle was able to devote time to reading and study.and

the wriiing of tracts as well as his puipit and pastoral ministry. In the long winter evenings

he read *Ia"ty in the Reformers indthe puritan divines; this he later acknowledged 
'put

mettle into his ministrY'.
Ryle wrote many of his tracts whilst rector of Helmingham - tracts with such arresting

titles as "Is your heart right?"; "Living or Dead?"; "Are you free?". They enjoyed
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3 remarkable circulation and many traced their conversion or their first real interest inspiritual things to reading these plainly written messages. The Times on his appointmentmany years later as Bishop of Liverpool said of him iirat "he had carved out a niche forhimself as a pamphreteer.;'Here too he began to write his ,.Expository 
thoughts on theGospels", designed for use at family pruy."., and private devotional reading. It is goodthat these volumes have been made-avaitble again in recent years.

The first Mrs' Tollemach-e (Georgina) was a soirce of mu.tr "n"ou*g"ment to the rectorin his parochial labours. Her deatf, in lg45 was a great loss in ,o ,iuny ways, both inthe.home.and in the parish. In "The Tollemache,s of Hermingham and Ham,,by E.D.H.Tollemache we read "Her influence on her husband's life never waned. He held to theend the reners of her strong evangelical faith". The same ""1";;;;y;;;r John Tollemachewas "a low churchman and would countenance no ritual in tne rivings-lr which he ownedthe patronage, The day began and ended with prayers for the whole household and onSundays no hot meals were allowed to be served,,.
. . After Georgina Tollemache's death her husband was never the same. Relations betweenhim and the rector deteriorated ending in an.open breach. Tollemache was nothing if nota headstrong autocrat. ]Ie. would staid up in his pew, watch in hand if he thought thes€rmon too long' Ryle for h.is part was jusi as strong and independent and only concludedthe sermon when he thousht ht.

The years at Helmingharirverefor Ryle years of much trial. whilst here his only brotherFrederick died in 1845; followed by his mother, sister and brother-in_law. His greatesttrials however were in his own home, Ryte naa married Maflda plumpre A child Georgina(named after Mrs. Tolemache) *ur to.n ro rhem in rg46 bur il;;. Ryle never fullyrecovered from the effects of childbirth. she died whilst she was away trying to regainher health. He married for the second time in 1g49, this time to r"rri" wutt"r and onlysix months later the first signs of illness appeared. She was constantly aogged by ill healthand died in 1860. She is buried at Helmingham on the north side of ihe church, rhe gravebeing marked J.E.R.

tj

Although- so many years have passed since Ryle left Helningham he stilt speaks in thewitness he left behind' In the church there are some 45 textslainted on the walls. Thetexts were carefully chosen and cover the whole range of scripnrral truth. Some sound

*""::1* ::3;1'il.^" j'_ :l-:l:.,:,,1 s i de, . . Repent u"na L" "o n''ffi ,h"; ; #;il;;;
::"":t::,:f^":*l IT ty," of the word is emphasised _ .;s-";;;l ;".si;il;'ifT:vv vrvrrwu uur . rus uutustry.Jr Ine \ryoro ls emphaslsed _ .

read on the north side; and over the lectem are the words ..Therwu vlr urs uurur sruc; itrlo over Ine lectem are the words "The 
Scriprure must be fulfilled".

The Gospel message is itself sounded forth in texts such as "Behold 
the Lamb of GodGodthat taketh away the sin of the world" and "The blood of Jesus ctrrlst, coo,s Son, cleansethfrom all sin"' The work of_the Holy Spirit was not forgotten, so another text declares"As many asare led by theSpirit of !od, they are the sons of God". worshippers werereminded of the return of Christ - "Behold 

He cometh with clouds and every eye shallsee Him", The preacher was challenged by the words over the pulpit..woe is me if Ipreach not the Gospel".
It is very evident that the rector of those days had a greatlove for God's Word written.Tlis 11 fully endorsed in his writing. He counselled pe-ople ..t,t"urur" 

utt by the measureof the Bible, weigh all in the balance of the Bible and examine all by the light of the Bible,,.How we need such men today! Again he wrote "the architectuie of a church might bevery beautiful; the windows very grand, the seats spiendidly carved bui after all thelranapoint is the pulpit lining. Don't forger the lining ortire putpit". In his parting words ro

!
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the diocese of Liverpobl he said "let me then charge all the clergiy'whom I trh about to

leave behind me, never to neglect their preaching".
Ryle spoke of his preaching Bible as his Sword and just as the sword of an officer was

buried with him so he expected the Sword of the Spirit to be buried with him. According

to his friend Canon Richard Hobson, it was placed on his heart in his coffin.

Helmingham was well worth our visit and certainly seeing all those texts of scripture

in the church was a heart warming experience.

M.H.

The Finger of God
#  

. ^ + ^  |  ̂ ^ ^  ^ . . \F.  J .  W i l l i ams  (Abbo ts  Lang leY)

"And He was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. And it came to pass, when the devil

was gone out, the dumb spake; and the people wondered. But some of them said, He casts

out ievils through Beelzebub the chief of devils. And others tempting Him, sought of Him

a sign from heaien. But he, knowing their thoughts said unto them, Every kingdom divided

ogolnit itself is brought to desolation; and a house divided against a house folls. If Satan

also be divided agoinst himself, how shall his kingdom stand? because you say that I cast

out devils by Beelzebub. And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons

cast them out? therefore they shntt be your judges. But if I with the finger of God cast

out devils, no doubt the Kingdom of God is come upon you." (Luke 11: 14-20).

Out of the abundance of information presented in this chapter let us think of one thing
"The Finger of God". It is obviously a figure of speech, a Hebraic figure of speech set

in the Greek text. What do we understand by its usage? Here the Law of First Mention

is helpful, and we find the expression first in Exodus (8:19). Thus we know that Jesus

knewihe Scripture, and it wai reasonable to expect His learned opposition also knew it.

In this record we see Pharaoh's magicians, Satan's agents, competing against the power

of God demonstrated through Moses in the sequence of the "plagues of Egypt". They

had successfully counterfeited the serpent(s), the blood' and the frogs, but when it came

to dust being tuined into lice in man and beast throughout Egypt the magicians could neither

produce lice nor remove them from man or beast.
"Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, this is thefnger of God; and Pharaoh's heart

was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them as the Lord had said"'

So Jesus accurately indicated, (i), that His power, corresponding with that of Moses,

was of God; (ii), thit His listeners were hardened in their hearts as was Pharaoh; and

(iii), that the two Testaments are one. How hardened were the Pharisees who, having blindly

observed the healing of the dumb man, demanded of Jesus that He give them a "sign

from heaven".
The use of this idiom appears once in the Gospels, but you can investigate its variants

in: Exodus 3 1 . 18, where we understand that the Law was written with the Finger of God.
(That the Law was God-siven is "double witnessed", in Dt. 9.10). Psalm 8 considers
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the Creation as the working of the fingers of God. Daniel 5.zz-2Sillustrates the judgmental
aspect that applies to a hardened heart; even as Jesus wrote in the dust in John g.6, when
forced into judgment, by the accusers of the woman taken in adultery. The Spirit however,
as of old in Egypt, turned the dust of their hardness into the accusing lice of silf-knowledge
which again "let His people go". satan has no judgment againsithe Lrrrd's people f6r
they are covered by the blood of the New Covenant, whereby "Christ was once offered
to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time
without sin unto salvation". "The Finger of God" is therefore an example of how Scripture
uses a powerful figure of speech to express complex spiritual information.

Beware of Error
F. J .  Harr ies (Uxbr idge Toad,  Tabernacle,  London)

"That thou mightest know the certainty of those things wherein thou hast been instructed. "
Luke I:4.
"These things have I witten unto you that believe... that ye may know that ye have eternal
W."  1 John 5: i ,3 .
"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God, because
manyfalse prophets are gone out into the world." I John 4:1.

It is evident from the first two texts quoted above that Luke and John are telling us
thgt *" can know religious truth with absolute certainty. Such certainty is the outc6me
of God's revelation of Himself to us in the scriptures - and of that alone. In possessing
that revelation we have the very word of God which instructs us infallibly concernin!
everything we need to know about God, about ourselves and about salvation. We havel
therefore, a means of determining what teachings are true and what are false for the Bible
is the unfailing measure by which we judge the accuracy and reliability of all religious
statements.

It follows necessarily, therefore, that we have the right to declare that some teachings
are true and some false - as indicated in the third text above. Indeed this is not only
a right but a duty. When we remember that all religions, whether the great religions oi
the world, the many different forms of Christianity or the various cults, have something
to say to us concerning our eternal destinies - whether we shall live for ever with God
in heaven or be for ever separated from Him in hell - then we must be certain that what
we believe is the truth. It is a matter so vital that we must be sure. It is not enough that
a religious teacher seems sincere, speaks with authorigu, quotes from the Bible or uses
Christian terminology. These things have ever been Satan's proven means of deceiving
multitudes for the apostle Paul writes of "false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel for Satan himself is transformed
into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed
as the ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be according to their works. " 2 Cor.
I  l : 1 3 -  1 5 .
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' I wish to sound a warning concerning false versions of Christianity, particularly the
cults such as Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormons and Christadelphians, and to lay down some
guidelines for recognising false teachers when they or their literature confront us. We
may think of four characteristics of such false teachers:

l. A despising of history.
Most of the cults began their existence in the last century yet they declare that they alone

know the truth. They completely ignore the fact that the church existed for 1900 years
before them. By claiming to have the only true revelation they imply that for nearly 2000
years the church has been in gross error and darkness. If that were true one would have
to ask, "Did the foundation left by Christ and His apostles fail immediately? Did God
leave the church to languish for nearly 2000 years? Has Christ's promise that the gates
of hell should not prevail against the church failed?"

"Yes" would seem to be the answer of the cults. But that has not been the case. Early
Church Councils wrestled with controversies and produced statements of religious trutl
and the mainstream of historic Christianity has remained within the boundaries of those
doctrines all these years. The church has indeed passed through many dark periods but
God has always raised up men at the right time to defend and proclaim the truth and to
purify the church. Church Fathers, reformers, theologians and great preachers, like
Athanasius, Augustine, wycliff, Tyndale, Luther, calvin, whitefield and the wesleys
have been mightily used by God. At times He has so accompanied the preaching of His
word with the power of the Spirit that great spiritual awakenings and wonderful seasons
of revival have brought untold blessing to the church and to the world.

Those great statements of faith, those truths re-discovered after times of darkness, those
truths blessed in times of revival are the truths believed by true churches today - but
not by the cults. In thus despising 1900 years of church history and asserting that they
alone have finally discovered the truth they show the grossest arrogance, ignorance,
blindness and hypocrisy.

2. A wrong view of the Bible.
Cults may claim to believe the Bible as God's word but in practice they often deny that

truth. Some have issued their own "translations" which support their erroneous teachings;
some provide "interpretations" and tell their followers not to read the Bible alone but
to read and interpret it by the literature provided; yet others place another book alongside
the Bible and claim that it is of equal authority. They are saying that they have received
additional revelation from the Lord and whatever they say, those who receive these
additional books usually give them authority over the Bible.

But the Bible was given to us to read for ourselves and, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
to understand and feed upon. Countless thousands of Christians will testify to the help
they have received from reading the Bible. There is no need for additional revelations
or special interpretations and those who claim that there is such a need betray themselves
and show the classic hallmark of the cult member.

3. An undue stress on lesser matters.
The cults usually place great emphasis on peculiar practices and insignificant teachings

and the glorious doctrines of the gospel are ignored or distorted. Iri their zeal for certain
legalistic regulations or theories of their own making, like the Pharisees, they omit the
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weightier matters of the law. The cults so emphasise minor matters that they lose the oveiall
perspective of biblical revelation cf. I Tim. l:3-4. When you meet someone (or read
literature) who tries to tell you that something is necessary for salvation apart from faith
in Christ alone, recognise the error, resist it, don't listen.

4. A revival of past errors.
The false teachers in the cults invariably bring back old errors which were long ago

repudiated by the church. They join these old errors to new ones and produce a horrible
mixture. For example, they revive the old heresy of Arius who, in the 4th century, taught
that Jesus Christ is not eternal but the first created being. Or they may revive other errors
which teach that salvation must be at least partly earned or is dependent upon fulfilling
some condition or undergoing some ceremony. Or they may return to those ancient errors
which distorted the truth about the Trinity.

Truly did Solomon say that there is nothing new under the sun. We live in an age when
error is propagated from the pulpit, on the doorstep, on the radio and television and when
its often attractive literature confronts us. Everyone claims to have the truth but if the
characteristics I have written of manifest themselves, you may assured that you are dealing
with heresy. Isaiah's word is still a sure guide, "To the law and to the testimony: if they
speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them." Isaiah 8:20.

Never forget that what we believe is of vital importance. What saith the scripture?
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of

God: Not of works, lest any man should boast." Ephesians 2:8-9.
Salvation is by grace through faith and that faith must be in one Person and in One

Person only - the Lord Jesus Christ.
"What must I do to be saved? Believe on the [,ord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved"

A c t s  1 6 : 3 0 - 3 1 .

Book Reviews
God's Sovereign Purpose. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones. The Banner of Truth Trust.
Hardback pp 328 L12.95.

This ninth volume in the series of Romans expositions is well up to standard. There
are outstanding passages on vital doctrines and spiritual experiences, many matters we
all love to dig into. Among them are; Unique Jewish relationship with God - Biblical
notion of Covenant - True method of Worship - Modern translations and the glory of
Christ - Arminius and John Wesley - the Trinity - God's Choice & Calling.

These are still burning questions, but with them goes plenty of Gospel, plenty of inner
experience. Humility is in, but pride and self confidence are out. There are final lessons
for the Church and for members personally, culminating in the surprise of God's
Sovereignty.

I look forward to the final volumes. The Doctor was.a rare sift to the Church and he
being dead yet speaketh powerfully.

w.J.P.
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Wrestling with God: Lessons from the Life of Jacob. J. Douglas MacMillan.
Evangelical Press of Wales. 141pp. f3.25.

The author ofthis book has been an occasional contributor to our pages and his messages
greatly appreciated. It was our privilege to have known Mr. MacMillan and to have sat
under his ministry. It was therefore something of a shock when we heard of his sudden
death.

This delightful book is based on addresses given at a conference in Wales and when
given were, according to the preface "signally blessed" to the hearers. The addresses
centre around Jacob's encounter with God at Peniel resulting in both a transforming and
a prayerful encounter. Mr. MacMillan as in his previous book on the 23rd Psalm draws
telling illustrations from his own experience.

We warmly commend the book and trust that in reading it the readers will be "signally

blessed". We would express the hope that more might be published from the rich legacy
of Mr. MacMillan's godly ministry.

M .H .

Invitation to Live: John Blanchard. Evangelical Press. pp 128. t2.95.
Originally written by the Puritan vicar of Kidderminster, Richard Baxter with the title"A Call to the Unconverted'.
Again the new writer follows the original pattern and message in today's language -

the law of God; man unmasked; God's promise, God's concern; God's condescension;
the guilty fool; Invitation to live. It is a full gospel message and will suit both young and
older people.

A miracle of grace was wrought in Kidderminster, when these messages were preached.
The whole character of the community was transformed from ignorance, vulgarity,
wordliness to godly living. May Baxter have another innings today with a wider audience!
The print is excellent, the message powerful.

w.J.P.

From Puritanism to Nonconformity. Dr M. Lloyd-Jones. Evangelical Press of
Wales. pp ,18. f1.99.

This Evangelical Library lecture describes the events that led the Puritans of the l6th
century to separate from the established Church. Bishop Hooper laid down the principle
of 'Adherance to Scripture', through the days of Charles I & II, Laud, Cromwell, Baxter,
Bunyan etc. the principle of separatism was forged, and brought to a head by the Act
of Uniformity.

Dr Lloyd-Jones considered separatism to be the correct solution; but history shows us
that no denomination can remain either pure or perfect. God alone knows His own.

w.J.P.

Help is to kay. JohnThornbury. Evangelical hess. pp 1(D. f. John Thornbury
is pastor of Winfield Baptist Church, Pennsylvania. This book considers the spiritual aspects
of prayer as developed in the Bhrases of the Lord's Prayer in Luke 11. The teaching is

I
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most helpful, in the reformed tradition, and full of Gospel truths. He is most helpful in
counselling those who pray in time of sickness, and links their prayer with the all-sufficiency
of God. He also shows how Jesus' teaching points to a simple lif'e style, and the need
to get material things in the right perspective.

This book will encourage the reader in 'the school of prayer. ' My only question is on
the author's attitude to 'written prayers'. These he calls crutches, to be cast away as we
improve in spiritual health. On the contrary, most christians find great help in scriptural
written prayers. Consider the general Confession, or the general Thanksgiving, and many
of our best hymns which are prayers, like Rock of Ages. We could not do without them!
In his Commentaries, composed originally as Lectures, John Calvin concluded each short
section with a prayer designed to link the readers understanding to his spiritual progress.
Mr Thornbury might well have followed this worthy example in his book! I do, of course,
appreciate Mr Thornbury's desire that christians should mature in their ability to use
extempore prayer.

W . J . P

Perfecting the Church Below. On page 177 in our last issue there is a printing error.
The papers were read at the 1990 Westminster Conference and not as stated. We regret
the mistake.

MINISTRY PUBLICATIONS

BIDEFORD, Devon - North Road Chapel. Reformed
Ministry. A.V. Christian Hymns. LORD'S DAY 10.45
a.m. 6.30 p.m. Minister :  W. H. Mol land.

WATTISHAM CHAPEL, Suffolk. Evangelical and
Reformed Services each LORD'S DAY 10.45: 2.30:
6.30. Metrical Psalms and hymns. A.V. only used.
Minister's telephone Bildeston 7 40236.

ACCOMMODATION

DRISCOLL HOUSE HOTEL. f 130 p.w. or !-27. pr
day, partial board. Good food. Apply 172 New Kent
Road, London SEI 4YT. Tel: 071 703 41'75.

TO LET - lst floor self-contained two bedroom flat
with garage and garden, south east - Close to chapel
- Evangelical and reformed services - Box No. 56.

HOLIDAYS

SOUTHWOLD. House one minute from beach in this
lovely Suffok town. Some weeks still available.
Reduced rates early and late. Details: Hill, I George's
Terrace. Halifax Road. Cambridee CB4 3PY.

THE PRESBYTERIAN is a bi-monthly magazine pro-
viding a forum for discussion of hesbyterian principles.
Write to the Editor, 9 Church Road, Thombury, Bristol
BS12 lEJ. for free introduclory issue.

THE TENDER GRAPE: A monthly magazine designed
to interest children in the Scriptures that are able to make
them wise unto salvation. Annual subscription f5.52p
from The Editor, 82 High Street, Knaphill, Woking,
Surrey GU2l 2PZ.

BOOKS

SECONDHAND & New Christian Books available,
also Tape Ministry Prompt Postal Service. Send for lists
to: Lochcarron Christian Books. Main Street.
Lochcarron. Ross-shire.

BOOKS WANTED. Evangelical and Reformed . Single
items or large numbers purchased. Contact: Dufftown
Christian Books, 27 Tomnamuidh Road, Dufftown,
Banffshire, Scotland AB55 4AT. (0340) 20904).


