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Editorial
To say that we live in a world of change and upheaval is to say the obvious, yet it is

nevertheless true. There is a great shaking going on in the world today; on every hand
there is chaos and collapse on an unprecedented scale. The very foundations ofthe faith
are being assailed. How comforting and reassuring then to be reminded that there are some
things that cannot be shaken.

The Scriptures are emphatic that the throne of God cannot be shaken - "Thou, o Lord,
remainest for ever; thy throne from generation to generation" (Lam. 5: l9). God Himself
is eternal and unchangeable; nothing can shek His throne nor cause Him to change. God
declares "I am the Lord, I change not". Amid a changing world, He remains ionstant
and eternally the same.

The Bible has often been the object of severe attack and criticism but it has survived
and its power remains undiminished. The Lord Jesus said "heaven-and earth shall pass
away, but my words shall not pass away". The Apostle peter declared "the word of bod
liveth and abideth for ever" . The prophecies of the Bible cannot be shaken; many of them
have been fulfilled and the rest will be fulfilled in God's own time. The promises of the
Bible, likewise, cannot be shaken. How thankful we should be for those exceeding great
and precious promises.

Further, the true child ofGod cannot be shaken. The Scriptufes teach the eternal security
of God's people. Our Lord said of His own "they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand". The Apostle paul was utterly convinced that
nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Here is stiong encouragement in a shaking world.
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A Study in Contrasts
An Advent Sermon by the Editor

"The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast offthe works of darkness'
and let us put on the armour of light." Romans 13:12.

Today marks the beginning of the Christian year, Advent Sunday, and the Christian
year begins where the Gospel itself begins, with the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
This is the great turning point in history, the dividing line between B.C. and A.D. and
here is the real key to Christianity, the coming into this world of our Lord Jesus Christ
and all that it means.

The Advent Collect takes up this theme of our text and develops it and applies it to
our own situation. I wonder when we read the Collect a little earlier in the service if the
beauty of it really gripped you. It is a wonderful prayer - read it through. It was written
by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer and it was written for the first English Prayer Book in
the year 1549, and notice how closely that prayer follows the actual words of Scripture,
and that is an indication to us regarding our own prayer life, that our prayers should be
Scriptural. They should take up the very phrases of Scripture as is possible and to be woven
into our own prayers. What a great man was Thomas Cranmer. He, along with two other
Bishops, Latimer and Ridley, were burned at the stake in Oxford rather then deny the
faith that they professed. So that prayer comes to us from a man who was deeply taught
by the Spirit of God and who was prepared to pay the supreme price. Now read the Collect
again and you will find it is a study in contrasts. There are no less than three contrasts
mentioned in it, the contrast between the works of darkness and the arrnour of light; there
is the contrast between this mortal life and the life immortal, and then there is the contrast
between Christ's coming to visit us in great humility and His coming again at the end
of time in His glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead.

Let us look, then, at our text and relate it to the Collect because it is so wonderfully
amplified.

DARKI{ESS AI\D LIGIM
There is first of all, then, the contrast between darkness and light. So we pray, "Give

us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness and put upon us the armour of
light. " Here is the direct quotation from the Scripture, from the text that we are looking
at, and here is the context. The Apostle Paul is speaking of the christian hope of salvation.
Now darkness and light are one of Paul's great favourite themes. You will remember one
or two other occurrences of the phrase. When he is writing to the Church in Ephesus
he says, "Ye were sometimes darkness but now are ye lig[t in the Lord, walk as'children
of light". Then as he writes to the Church in Thessalonica he says, "You are not in darkness
that that day should overtake you as a thief. You are the children of the light and the children
of  theday.  Wearenotof  thenightnorof  thedarkness."  Andth isemphasis isnot just
confined to the Apostle Paul. The Apostle John takes up much the same thought in his
Letter for he says, "God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have
fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth; But if we walk
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in the light. as He is in the light. we have fellowship one with another, aird the blood
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin."

So, to come to our text, "The night is far spent, the day is at hand, let us therefore
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light." Notice, Paul draws
a distinction between the world's dark night and the glorious new day that has dawned
for believers with the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. So he says, "We are children
of light, we are children of the day. We must therefore take no part in the unfruitful works
of darkness, but live like men who are at home in the daylight."

Now here in this Epistle to the Romans Paul confronts us with the moral demands of
the Gospel. He says we must cast off like a soiled garment the dark deeds and habits of
the unregenerate life and, having done that, we must not just leave matters there because
a negative religion is of very little value indeed. Renunciation of the world by itself is
not enough. There must be the positive as well as the negative, and remember how
beautifully it is put in Hebrews 12 where the writer says "Let us lay aside every weight
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, (there is the negative side) and let us run with
patience the race that is set before us. Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher ofour
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." (there is the positive side). So
we must not only put off but we must also put on, and we might have expected the Apostle
Paul here to have continued the analogy of the discarded garment and say "Clothe

yourselves with the robe of light. " Not at all. Notice what he does say. "Let us cast off
the works of darkness. Let us put on the armour of light. " You see, there is a sharp reminder
that to enlist on the side of Christ is virtually to prepare for battle, and we cannot fight
a battle in our own strength, so Paul's final exhortation at the end of the chapter is this,
"Put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof ',

or, as one rendering has it, "Irt Christ Jesus Himself be the armour you wear."
Now the phrase 'the christian armour' occurs really throughout Paul's Letters in the

New Testament. You have it there in the First Epistle to the Thessalonians, and that is
the earliest of all Paul's Letters in the New Testament, and there he mentions, as it were,
its undeveloped form, "Let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate
of faith and love, and the helmet the hope of salvation." There is the first reference to
it. Then we get, midstream, as it were here in the Epistle to the Romans, the armour again
and then when you come to the end of Paul's life and in Ephesians 6 you have the whole
truth so wonderfully worked out. Read it again, the items of the christian armour. So he
says We are to "cast off the works of darkness - we are to put on tbe armour of light. "
"Cast off ' and the picture in Paul's mind seems to have been that of a company of soldiers
aroused by the morning bugle call, that Reveille, telling them to cast off their night attire
and to buckle on the armour that sparkles in the morning sunlight. "Cast off" he says
"Put on the whole armour of God."

So there is the first contrast, the contrast between darkness and light.

MORTALITY AND IMMORTALITY
There is another contrast between mortality and immortality, and the Collect makes it

clear that the christian struggle against the kingdom of darkness is something that is going
on here and now. Notice the phrase, "Now in the time of this mortal life." There is a
wonderful contrast between mortality and immortality. Our mortal life is simply the life
we live in the present world which is subject to change and decay and we do not know
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how long life will last. We do not know whether our years will be long or short and
mercifully the hour of death is hidden from us. There is a lovely hymn we sometimes sing:-

"God holds the key of all unknown
And I am glad."

Aren't you? We ought to be, that God holds the future in His own hands and He leads
and guides us as it seems good to Him, but there is one thing that is certain and that is,
that this life will not go on for ever, and therefore it is sensible for us to reflect from
time to time on this matter so that we may use our present life to the full whilst it is ours.
Do you remember how our Lord said "Work while it is day, the night cometh when no
man can work". On Tuesday last at a funeral we were reading the 90th Psalm and you
remember it says there, "So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts
unto wisdom." The Scriptures are not simply other worldy in their outlook. They attach
tremendous importance to the time of this mortal life and they teach us to face it seriously
and responsibly. The Bible says we shall be held responsible for what we make of life.
We may use it for the glory of God, for the enrichment of our own spiritual lives and
for the help and the service of others, or we may squander it in the passing things of this
world, in the self pursuit of money or pleasure or fame or fortune, and the Bible says
that it is possible to make the wrong choice and to experience total loss. But it also says
there is an alternative, we may deny self, we may take up our cross and follow Christ
and then at the last great day exchange this mortal existence for the life that is iinmortal,
the life that death cannot touch. Do you remember how our Lord put a searching question
on one occasion to those who were within earshot. He said "What shall it profit a man
if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?" And you know there has been no
satisfactory answer given to that question of the Saviour.

Now someone has said that the true end of life is to know the life that never ends. Do
you remember how our Lord prayed in the last great prayer recorded in John 17, "This

is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God and Jesus Christ whom Thou
hast sent" and so there is this contrast here between mortality and immortality. And our
beliefin the resurrection is the assurance that what is mortal ofthe believer shall one day
be clothed with immortality and death itself shall be swallowed up in victory. And so you
remember those magnificent words of the Apostle Paul in l. Corinthians 15 "Behold I
show you a mystery, we shall not all sleep but we shall all be changed in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought
to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory".

So we have two of the contrasts between lieht and darkness and mortaliw and immortaliW.

HUMILITY i*o 'o*,',
Notice the last contrast in the Collect between humility and majesty. When Christ entered

this world and was born of the Virgin Mary He certainly came to visit us in great humility,
and the divine condescension is revealed supremely in the incarnation and when the Lord
of glory laid aside (as Bishop Lightfoot puts it) "the insignia of His majesty". He was
made in the likeness of men, and oh the grace that came to men through Christ. "We

beheld His glory' ' says John ' 'the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father full of grace
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and truth. " Yes, He canG in circumstances of great simpliciry and gredi humility. There
was not even a bed in the Inn. He was put in a stable. Later on in His life He could say
"Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where
to lay His head" and surely Paul rises to great heights when he says, "Ye know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ that though He was rich yet for our sakes He became poor, that
we through His poverty might be made rich."

But there is another side to the picture. He came to visit us in great humility but in
the last day He shall come in His glorious majesty to Judge both the quick and the dead.
Christ came in weakness, but He will come in power. He came once to save but He will
come to judge. He is coming in His majesty as King to establish His reign of righteousness
and peace. But He is also coming as the Judge of all mankind, to judge the living and
the dead. And He who was once judged of man will at last be the Judge of men, Judgment
is an unpopular theme, but it is Scriptural, it is there in the Creed. It is the belief and
has been the belief of the Church all down the years and certainly the thought of judgment
is one of the key notes of the advent message and it imparts a solemn note. It first of
all calls us to examine ourselves whether we are in the faith, whether we are in fact believers
in deed and in truth. It calls us to examine our conduct, our motives, our priorities, our
ambitions and so to prepare the way of the Lord in our own lives. Paul says "We must
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ. " Oh don't pass over the solemn messages
of Scripture - they are there and we neglect them at our peril.

So here is the last contrast between humility of the first coming and the majesty of the
second coming.

Three Scriptural contrasts, light and darkness, mortality and immortality, hurhility and
majesty, and so we look back with thankfulness to Christ's first coming in the fulness
of time and we marvel at the wonder of it all and we say,

"Oh, the love that drew salvation plan,
Oh, the grace that brought it down to man."

But the believer looks forward with anticipation to that great and glorious day when
He shall come in majesty and glory when the kingdoms of this world shall have become
the kingdoms of our God and of His Christ. "He shall reign for ever and ever. " Let that
be the hope of each and everyone of us. Let us look back with thankfulness, let us look
forward with anticipation, and let us live the present to the glory of God.

M.H.

Chosen in Christ
'Tis not that I did choose Thee, For Lord, that could not be;
This heart would still refuse Thee, Hadst Thou not chosen me.
Thou from the sin that stained me, Hast cleansd and set me free;
Of old Thou hast ordained me, That I should live to Thee.
'Twas sovereign mercy called me And taught my opening mind;
The world had else enthralled me, To heavenly glories behind.
My heart owns none before Thee, For Thy rich grace I thirst;
This knowing, if I love Thee, Thou must have loved me First.

Josiah Conder

.+.--':!5
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

POTTERY

Have you ever tried making pottery? Or have you every watched a skilled potter making
- working at the wheel turning a shapeless lump of clay into a jug or a bowl or a vase?

I recently visited a local pottery where the whole process could be watched. The potter

took a piece of dull clay - quite ugly really. He moistened it and threw it on to the spinning
potter's wheel. He then worked at it patiently - pulling and shaping - cutting bits out
- What was he making? Eventually when the potter was satisfied with his work, the finished
vase was removed from the wheel.

It was then left to dry and then fired in a kiln to harden and strengthen it. After glazing

and more firing, the vase would be ready for use.
In the skilful hands of the craftsman, an ugly lump of clay has been turned into a beautiful

and useful article.
The prophet Jeremiah uses the picture of the potter to teach us a lesson. God is the

potter and we are the clay. God can take the rough, ugly raw material of our lives and
make something from it that is useful and beautiful. He is our Creator. He is the one who
also gives us new life, and this new life is to give service and glory to our Creator and
Redeemer.

The potter can decide what he is to make with the lump of clay. He could make an
ornamental vase, or a sugar bowl or a vinegar jar each with a different appearance and
usefulness. God has control over his creatures. He then placed us in different situations
and gave us different work to do. We should not ask God "Why have you made me like
this?" Paul says in the letter to the Romans "Hath not the potter, power over the clay?"
In the same way God has power over his creation.

The firing of the clay in the kiln is vitally important for making the pot strong.
The fire of testing and trouble makes the Christian stronger. Paul could say that he actually

gloried in tribulation because it produced patience, then experience and the hope, which

does not make us ashamed. This fire is not to harm the Christian but to make them more
useful for the Lord's service.

' t

PUZZLE
We can use pots for many different purposes e.g. to hold sugar, or salt or flowers. Pots

were used in Bible times for different purposes too. Find out some of the things that pots
were used for.

l. What did the woman of Samaria carry in her pot? John 4:28.

2. What did Moses tell Aaron to put in a pot, to lay up before the Loid?
Exodus l6:33.

3. What did Gideon bring in a pot to present to the Lord?

g' ts*--

Judges 6:19.
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4. What was in'the pot that the widow told Elisha was the only thing she had left in the
house? II Kings 4:2.

5. God has great power. He makes the sea like a pot of what? Job 41:31.

6. What was in the pots offered to the Rechabites, which they refused? Jer. 35:5.

"Be Still!"
the Iate REV. H.  A.  LEWTY

1; Psalm 4:4
"Stand in awe and sin not, commune with your heart . . . and be still". If we do not

learn something about this heavenly stillness in our daily life, we are losing a precious
truth. We go on daily with our worries and difficulties. We need to learn that this stillness
begins in the heart and that the Holy Spirit begins it. We cannot begin it ourselves.

2. Psalm 46:10
"Be still and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted

in the earth".
Yes, God Himself will speak to us through the Holy Spirit and His Word. Then we

shall know truths we deeply need to know. When we are still, with our Bible before us,
we shall be taught precious secrets. That "knowing" does not come from ourselves but
from above.

3. Mark 4:39
"And He arose and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace be still. And the

wind ceased and there was a great calm. "

Our Prayer Book reminds us that God despiseth not the sighing of a contrite heart, nor
the desire of such as be sorrowful. How good that is! And it puts a prayer into our hearts
and lips: "Give unto Thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, and by Thy
great mercy defend us from all perils."

4. Psalm 2322 
'r!1

"He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: He leadeth me beside the still waters".
Of course, of course, we must not leave out that beautiful teaching. When He leads we
are still, and are taught to know His will for our daily life from time to time. Yes in this
noisy world we do need such leading and teaching. May the dear Lord keep us true to them

"I will go in the strength of the Lord
To the work He appoints me to do,
In the joy which His smile shall afford
My soul shall her vigour renew".

**l+1,.:
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A Glorious Gospel for Great Sinners
. ! i  ] r : ,  P .  D .  JOHNSON

"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acception, that Chist Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief." (I Timothy 1:15).

One of the most interesting features of the Apostle Paul is that he never seems to have
lost a sense of wonder at his own conversion. Even after Paul had been in the Christian
way for many years, one still finds him ever ready to remind people, be they godly or
ungodly, of the remarkable way in which the Lord called him by His grace, when he was
at the height of his furious war against Christ and His people, and appointed him to preach
the very Gospel he had once so despised and opposed. Neither does the Apostle usually
content himself with relating his conversion and call to the ministry. More often than not,
he goes on to state certain fundamental truths about the Gospel itself, even if by doing
so he digresses from his main theme for a short while.

The fact that the person to whom he was writing was a fellow-minister, who had been
preaching the same Gospel for a number of years, in no way deterred Paul from indulging
in the practice just mentioned. In the First Chapter of his First Epistle to Timothy, from
which the verse at the head of this article is taken, we find that no sooner has Paul reminded
his younger colleague in the ministry of the Gospel that had been committed to his trust,
than he begins to break into praise as he realizes, once again, just how great the grace
of God has been to one who deserved anything but grace. 'And I thank Christ Jesus our
Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;
who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy,
because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace ofour Lord was exceeding abundant
with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.' (verses 12-14). And then follows this great
statement about the Gospel, which we shall now consider under four main headings before
making one or two applications.

l. The Gospel is a faithful message. 
i ':

The first reminder Paul gives his younger ministerial friend is about the faithfulness
of the Gospel message. 'This is a faithful saying . . .'In other words, being completely
true, both at its source, and in its nature, the Gospel message can be trusted: it can be
acted upon without there being the slightest possibility of those who receive it being deceived
or disappointed. Faithful sayings are essential in every department of life. Whether we
think of the intimate union of marriage, the wider circle of family relationships, private
friendships, business relationships, or fellowship within the Christian church, we are soon
reminded how much depends on statements being absolutely true and trustworthy. But
if 'faithful sayings' are essential in earthly affairs, how m4ch more vital it must be for
people to have 'faithful sayings' in the most important matter that can ever concern them,
i.e. the salvation of their immortal souls! It is a solemn thought that, within a few, short
years, everybody who reads this article will have done with this earthly life for ever, and
have launched into an eternity of either unspeakable bliss or unalterable misery. That being
so, how sure one needs to be that the message one is heeding concerning one's salvation
is the truth of God, and not some false teaching stemming from men who are themselves

':t
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deceived. Never was there a day like our own, when people were so bombarded, from
all directions, by such a multiplicity of messages, all claiming to be true, and all assuring
us that they have the solution to all man's ills today! However, as the Apostle Paul is
reminding us here, there is only one message that is a faithful saying, and that is the
Evangelical Gospel. Unlike all other so-called 'Gospels' being vended today , this message
never originated with man, nor has it ever disappointed any man who has committed himself
to it.'But I certifu you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after
man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of
Jesus Christ.' (Galatians l:ll, 12). Being of Dlvine origin, the Evangelical Gospel alone
reveals to us the truth about salvation. What a mercy, then, in an age when so many
discordant and conflicting voices are sounding in our ears, to be able to turn to the
Evangelical message with the assurance that it is a 'faithful saying' indeed!

2. The Gospel is a message worthy of fult acceptance by all. 
:i:

The next point the Apostle Paul makes to Timothy about the Gospel follows logically
from the one he has just made. Because the Gospel message is so true, it is '. . . worthy
of all acceptation', i.e. worthy of being fully and completely accepted by all. Now, if
all that Paul claims here for the Gospel is true, then needy souls do not have to look any
further for God's message of salvation. How this basic fact needs to be emphasized at
the present time, when people are being told that "Christianity is but one of several different
roads that lead to God", and some sections of the professing Christian Church are not
only careless about defining the Gospel, but even talking about the "insights into truths"
provided by non-Christian religions such as Islam and Buddhism. There is an exclusiveness
about the Apostle Paul's claim for the Gospel that one finds throughout the pages of the
New Testament. For example, when Thomas asks Jesus, ". . . how can we know the
way?" (John l4:5), the answer he received from the Blessed Son of God Himself was,
"I am the way, the truth and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. " (John
14: 16). And when two other Apostles (Peter and John) found themselves arraigned before
the Jewish Council, they did not hesitate to make the same exclusive claim for Christ -
"Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved." (Acts 4:12). But there is another point that
needs to be underlined as well. Since the Gospel is 'worthy of all acceptation', then surely
it is the height of folly to either ignore it completely, or, when one has heard it faithfully
proclaimed, to turn aside from it to some other more palatable message! Make no mistake
about it: the Evangelical Gospel remains the one and only true message God has revealed
from heaven, and it is with this message that all must deal who are serlous about the salvation
of their never-dying souls.

3. The heart of the Gospel message.
Although Paul knew full well that Timothy believed the Gospel, and had bean preaching

it faithfully for a number of years, he does not hesitate to remind his younger colleague
of what lies at the very heart of the Gospel. Here, then, is'the 'faithful saying, worthy
of all acceptation . . . THAT CHRIST JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD TO
SAVE SINNERS . . .'. Only ten words, yet they put 'in a nutshell', as we say, the very
heart of the most glorious message this poor world will ever hear. And in days like these,
when many who turn to the professing Christian Church for an answer to their deepest
problems, are often met only with a fog of confusing and unconvincing teaching about

= :i,:S-:::
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Christ's coming into this world, how thankful we ought to be that God has taken such
pains to record, in this and in many other passages of the Bible, the real purpose behind
His dear Son's incarnation. Lack of space prevents us from looking at many of the Scriptures
which support Paul's tremendous statement in our text, but let us pause to consider a few

before proceeding with our exposition. Think how the very name Joseph was instructed
to give the forthcoming babe underlined the work Christ would do: 'And she shall bring
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their

sins.' (Matthew l:21). Notice how Christ's mission was rmsde absolutely clear to the

shepherds, when the angel made that historic announcement for us in Luke 2:lo,ll -
'And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David c
Saviour, which is Christ the Inrd.' Consider Christ's own understanding of His earthly
mission when he told His disciples, "Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered

unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransomfor many." (Matthew 20:28)' Observe
the very messoge Christ commissioned His disciples to preach, after His resurrection, also

testified to the fact that He had come on a mission of salvation: 'And said unto them,

Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third

day: and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among

ali nation's, beginning at Jerusalem.' (Luke 24:46.47). Oh, how all these passages of

Scripture proclaim the grace of the Eternal Son of God, who did not hesitate to leave the
glorious courts of heaven for a while; come into this sinful world in the form of man;

obey His Father's laws perfectly; suffer the contradictions of sinners against Himself; die

a substitutionary and sin-atoning death on the cross at Calvary; rise again the third day;

and ascend to His Father's right hand in glory, and all for the sake of saving those whom

the Father had given him, and who were completely unable to do anything to save

themselves! Oh, wondrous love! Oh, glorious news! No wonder, then, that we find the

Apostle Paul describing this message as 'the glorious gospel of the blessed God! . (verse

t i;l Ttrose who sincerely seek the truth about Christ's coming will not be long in discovering
it, providing they seek it in the place where God has recorded it - in the pages of Holy

Scripture.

4. The converting power of the Gospel message.
It is instructive to see how the Apostle Paul, having reminded his younger friend in

the ministry of the reason why Christ came into the world, immediately adds the confession
'. . . of whom I am chief.'Perhaps Timothy would have been rather surprised by Paul's

claim, when he first read this Pastoral Epistle, but upon reflection, he would have

understood the Apostle's sincerity and meaning. To the end of his days Paul never forgot

the depths of wickedness to which he had sunk when, as Saul of Tarsus, he had been at

the forefront of the unholy campaign against Christ and His people. 'Who was before

a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious . . .' (verse l3). It was only after Christ,

in HiJ wonderful grace, had halted the proud, hateful Pharisee in his tracks, shown him

the enormity of his errors, made him feel the weight of his guiltiness before God, and
then revealed Himself to him as the Lord his Righteousness, that Paul began to describe
himself as the chief of the sinners Christ came to save. And it was a continuing experience
of his own sinnership, and the saving power of the Gospel, that kept that same confession
on Paul's lips until his dying day. The Apostle also used to rejoice when he learned of
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other sinners being wonderfully converted through the same message. Writing to the
Christians at Rome he says, 'But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but
ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then
made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.' (Romans 6:17,18). The
Apostle's words also remind us that, where the Gospel is truly received, under the effectual
operations of the Holy Spirit, it always transforms the lives of those who believe. They
will never be like some of our modern 'born-again' pop stars, sporting heroes and television
personalities, who never seem to speak of themselves as sinners, or part company with
their old, worldly way of living! It remains the genius of the Gospel to be so suited to
the actual state of lost sinners that it continues to be ' . . the power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth.' (Romans l:16).

5. Application to despondent saints and despairing sinners.
We have now reached the stage in our exposition where we can make one or two

applications to needy souls. As the Gospel is so true, so Christ-revealing, and so suited
to lost sinners, then surely:-

(a) It encourages Christians not to despair of the conversion of sinners.
If the Lord's people are honest with themselves, they will readily admit that it is easy,
in days of widespread ungodliness and apathy like our own, to become so despondent
about the conversion of sinners that they begin to despair ofever seeing real conversions
at all. The temptation comes to all believers at times, irrespective of their position
in the Church or length of Christian profession. Ministers of the Word, who have
been faithfully preaching the Gospel in a place for a number of years, with little or
no apparent success, can become very despondent about their ministry, and even begin
to wonder whether they should consider moving elsewhere. Godly parents, having
done their best to bring-up their children in the nuture and admonition of the Lord,
witness with grief their children's determination to go the way of the world, marry
unbelievers, and abandon, in some cases, the practice of attending a place of worship.
Husbands and wives, having been converted after marriage to an unbeliever, now
find themselves locked in a depressing relationship with a partner who neither knows,
nor cares to know, anything about the things of God. Young people, having been
wonderfully converted in their early years, find themselves, after due enquiry, to be
the only true believer in a large family circle, and are often deeply saddened when
all their efforts to witness to their relatives are met with either coldness or contempt.
Let all Christians who find themselves in these trying situations take heart from the
way the Lord dealt with Saul of Tarsus. Sometimes God permits His elect people
to go to great lengths of wickedness in their unregenerate days, in order to display
His longsuffering, and make the sovereignty and power of His grace more conspicuous
when He does accomplish their conversion. Let them persevere, therefore, with their
public preaching (if called by God to that great work), their private witnessing and
praying, for they may yet live to see the day when God is pleased to intervene, in
a saving way, in the lives of the very folk whose ungodliness gives them so much
grief. Surely the remarkable conversion of Saul of Tarsus - 'the chief of sinners'
- illustrates the truth of the Angel Gabriel's assurance to Mary: "For with God nothing
shall be impossible." (Luke 1:37)?
O) It encourages despairing sinners to come to Christ for salvation.
There is another, and rather different group of people to whom the Apostle's teaching
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here is also very applicable. Surely, if the Blessed Son of God came into the world
to save sinners, even sinners as great as Saul ofTarsus, then no poor soul, who feels
the burden ofhis guiltiness before God, need despair of finding mercy at the hands
of his Maker? Perhaps there is someone reading this article who finds himself almost
ready to abandon hope of ever finding acceptance with God. He may have been guilty,
in his unawakened days, of blasphemy against the Blessed Son of God - using His
sacred Name as a substitute for a swear-word, or hawking-about the Christ-denying
errors of one of the false cults like the so-called 'Jehovah's Witnesses'. But now that
the Holy Spirit has brought him to face, own, and feel his sins, the sight and weight
ofhis guilt are such, that he can scarcely believe that Christ could have any dealings
with him. Ah, think of the case of Saul of Tarsus. Why, in this very same chapter
we are considering, the Apostle Paul reminds us that he was 'before a blasphemer'
(verse l3), and yet he found mercy at the hands of the very Saviour whose Name
he had so deeply dishonoured! Perhaps the reader may have been guilty of persecuting
and abusing Evangelical believers, and doing it all in the name of Christianity! But
now that the Holy Spirit has awakend him, he can hardly think of Christ being willing
to receive such a sinner as he sees himself to be. Think again of the case of Saul
of Tarsus. Does not the Apostle also tell us, in the verse from which we have just

quoted, that he was'a persecutor, and injurious', and yet, in spite of all that, he
'..obtained mercy'because he 'did it ignorantlf in unbelief (verse l3)? But perhaps

the reader may feel that he has been guilty of other sins, besides blasphemy and abuse
of Christ's people, and that the catalogue of hjs sins includes things that he is now
too ashamed to mention to other people! How can he ever expect to receive salvation
from the very Person he has so deeply and continually wronged? Once again, do not
forget the case of Saul of Tarsus. If Christ saved the 'chief of sinnefs', is He not
able and willing to save lesser sinners, however vile and hopeless they may be in
their own eyes? Can we think for a moment that the Blessed Son of God should come
into world with the express purpose of saving sinners, wade through such a sea of
suffering and shame to make an atonement for the sins of all those whom He came
to save, glorious convert a man like Saul of Tarsus, send him to preach this glorious
Gospel to poor sinners, and then refuse to receive a single sinner who comes to Him
in repentance and faith? Perish the thought! Let none who feel the burden of their

sins, and long to obtain, more than anything else in this world, the forgiveness that
comes only from God, despair of finding a gracious reception at the throne of
grace. That time has yet to arrive when the Blessed Son of God, who came into this
world to save sinners, rejects the sincere application of any of those whom He came
to save.

"The Scriptures and the t ord
Bear one tremendous name; 

'

The Written and the Incarnate Word
In all things are the same"

*$

toseph Hart.
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Not Corrupting the Wrird
J .  C .  R Y L E

For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of
God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ. 2 Cor. 2:17.

It is no light matter to speak to any assembly of immortal souls about the things of God.
But the most serious of all responsibilities is, to speak to a gathering of ministers, such
as that which I now see before me. The awful feeling will come across my mind, that
one single word said wrong, sinking into some heart, and bearing fruit at some future
time, in some pulpit, may lead to harm, of which we cannot know the extent.

But there are occasions when true humility is to be seen, not so much in loud professions
of our weakness, as in forgetting ourselves altogether. I desire to forget self at this time,
in turning my attention to this portion of Scripture. If I say little about my own sense
of insufficiency, do me the justice to believe, that it is not because I do not feel it much.

The Greek expression, which we have translated, "corrupt", is derived from a word,
the etymology of which is not quite agreed on by lexicographers. It either means a
tradesman, who does his business dishonestly, or a vintner, who adulterates the wine which
he exposes for sale. wycliffe renders it by an obsolete phrase - "we are not of those
who do avoutry the word of God'. Tyndale renders it - 'we are not of those who chop
and change the Word of God'. The Rhemish version is - 'We are not as many, who
adulterate the word of God'. In our margin we read - 'we are not as many, who deal
deceitfully with the Word of God'.

In the construction of the sentence, the Holy Ghost has inspired St. Paul to use both
the negative and the positive way of stating the truth. This mode of construction adds
clearness and unmistakableness to the meaning of the words, and intensity and strength
to the assertion, which they contain. Instances of a similar construction occur in three
other remarkable passages of Scripture, two on the subject of baptism, one on the subject
of the new birth (John 1.13; I Peter 1.23;1 Peter 3.21).lt will be found, therefore, that
there are contained in tle text both negative and postive lessons for the instruction ofthe
ministers of Christ. Some things we ought to avoid. Others we ought to follow.

The first of the negative lessons is, a plain warning against corrupting or dealing
deceitfully with the word of God. The Apostle says, 'many' do it, ininting out to us that
even in his time there were those who did not deal faithfully and honestly with God's
truth. Here is a full answer to those who assert that the primitive Church was one of unmixed
purify. The mystery of iniquity had already begun to work. The lesson which we are taught
is, to beware of all dishonest statements of that Word of God which we are commissioned
to preach. We are to add nothing to it. We are to take nothing away.

Now when can it be said of us, that we corrupt the wordof God in the present day?
what are the rocks and shoals which we ought to shun, if we would not be. of the 'many'

who deal deceitfully with God's truth? A few suggestions on this head may'not be without
use.

we corrupt the word of God most dangerously, when we throw any doubt on the plenary
inspiration of any part of Holy Scripture. This is not merely corrupting the cup, but the

r93
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whole fountain. This is not merely comrpting the bucket of living water, which we profess

to present to our people, but poisoning the whole well. Once wrong on this point, the

whble substance of our religion is in danger. It is a flaw in the foundation. It is a worm

at the root of our theology. Once allow this worm to gnaw the root, and we must not

be surprised if the branches, the leaves, and the fruit, little by little decay. The whole

subject of inspiration, I am well aware, is surrounded with difficulty. All I would say

is, that, in my humble judgment, notwithstanding some difficulties which we may not be

able now to solve, the only safe and tenable ground to maintain is this - that every chapter,

and every verse, and every word in the Bible has been'given by inspiration of God'.

We shouid never desert a great principle in theology any more than in science, because

of apparent difficulties which we are not able at present to remove.

Sufier me to mention an illustration of this important axiom. Those conversant with

astronomy know, that before the discovery of the planet Neptune there were difficulties,

which griatly troubled the most scientific astronomers, respecting certain aberrations of

the planet Uianus. These aberrations puzzled the minds of astronomers, and some of them

suggested that they might possibly prove the whole Newtonian system to be untrue. But

at iliat time a well-known French astronomer, named Leverrier, read before the Academy

of Science a paper, in which he laid down this great axiom - that it did not become a

scientific -an to give up a principle because of difficulties which could not be explained.

He said in effect, 'We cannot explain the aberrations of Uranus now; but we may be sure

that the Newtonian system will be proved to be right, sooner or later. Something may

be discovered one day, which will prove that these abberations may be accounted for,

and yet the Newtonian system remain true and unshaken'. A few years after, the anxious

eyej of astronomers discovered the last great planet, Neptune. The planet was shown to

b-e the true cause of all the aberrations of Uranus; and what the French astronomer had

laid down as a principle in science, was proved to be wise and true. The application of

the anecdote is obvious. Let us beware of giving up any first principle in theology. Let

us not give up the great principle of plenary inspiration because of difficulties. The day

-ay "o-e when they will all be solved. In the mean time we may rest assured that the

diffrculties which beset any other theory of inspiration are tenfold greater than any which

beset our own.
Secondly, we corrupt the Word of God when we make defective statements of doctrine.

We do so when we add to the Bible the opinions of the Church, or of the Fathers, as

if they were of equal authority. We do so when we take away from the Bible, for the

sake of pleasing m-en; or, from a feeling of false liberality, keep back any statement which

seems narrow, and harsh, or hard. We do so when we try to soften down anything that

is taught about eternal punishment, or the reality of hell. We do so when we bring forward

doctrines in their wrong proportions. We have all our favourite doctrines, and our minds

are so constituted that it is hard to see one truth very clearly without forgetting that there

are other truths equally important. We must not forget the exhortation of Paul - to minister
'according to the proportion of faith'. We do so when wq exhibit an excessive anxiety

to fence, ind guard, and qualify such doctrines as justification by faith without the deeds

of the law, for fear of the charge of antinomianism; or when we flinch from strong

statements about holiness, for fear of being thought legal. We do so, not least, when we

shrink from the use of Bible language in giving an account of doctrines. We are apt to

keep back such expressions as 'born again', 'election', 'adoption', 'conversion',

'assurance', and to uie a roundabout phraseology, as if we were ashamed of plain Bible
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words. I cannot expand these statements, for want of time. I content myself with mentioning
them, and leave them to your private thought.

In the third place, we corrupt the Word of God when we make a defective practical
application of it.We do so when we do not discriminate between classes in our congregations
- when we address all as being possessed ofgrace, by reason oftheir baptism or church-
membership, and do not draw the line between those who have the Spirit and those who
have not. Are we not apt to keep back plain home appeals to the unconverted? When we
have eighteen hundred or two thousand persons before our pulpits, a vast proportion of
whom we must know are unconverted, are we not apt to say, 'Now if there be any one
of you who does not know the things that are for his eternal peace' - when we ought
rather to say, 'If there be any of you who has not the grace of God in him'? - And are
we not in danger of defective handling of the Word in our practical exhortations, by not
bringing home the statements of the Bible to the various classes in our congregations?
We speak plainly to the poor; but do we also speak plainly to the rich? Do we speak plainly
in our dealings with the upper classes? This is a point on which, I fear, we need to search
our consciences.

I now turn to the positive lessons which the text contains. 'As of sincerity, as of God,
in the sight of God, speak we in Christ'. A few words on each head must suffice.

We should aim to speak 'as of sincerity' - sincerity of aim, heart, and motive; to speak
as those who are thoroughly convinced of the truth of what they say; as those who have
a deep feeling and tender love for those whom we address.

We should aim to speak 'as of God'. We ought to strive to feel like men commissioned
to speak for God, and on His behalf. In our dread of running into Romanism, we too
often forget the language of the Apostle - 'I magnify mine office'. We forget how great
is the responsibility of the New Testament minister, and how awful the sin of those who,
when a real messenger of Christ addresses them, refuse to receive his message, and harden
their hearts against it.

We should aim to speak as 'in the sight of God'. We are to ask ourselves, not, What
did the people think of me? but, What was I in the sight of God? Latimer was once called
upon to preach before Henry VIII, and began his sermon in the following manner. (I quote
from memory, and do not pretent to verbal accuracy.) He began: 'Latimer! Latimdr! dost
thou remember thou art speaking before the high and mighty King Henry VIII; before
him who has power to command thee to be sent to prison; before him who can have thy
head struck off, if it please him? Wilt thou not take care to say nothing that will offend
royal ears?' Then after a pause, he went on: 'Latimer! Latimer! dost not thou remember
that thou art speaking before the King of kings and Lord of lords; before Him, at whose
bar Henry VIII will stand; before Him, to whom one day thou wilt have to give account
thyselfl Latimer! Latimer! be faithful to thy Master, and declare all God's Word'. O,
that this may be the spirit in which we may ever retire from our pulpits - not caring
whether men are pleased or displeased, not caring whether men say we were eloquent
or feeble; but going away with the witness of our conscience - I have spoken as in God's
sight.

Finally, we should aim to speak 'as in Christ'. The meaning of this phase is doubtful.
Grotius says, 'We are to speak as in His name, as ambassadors'. But Grotius is poor
authority. - Beza says, 'We are to speak about Christ, concerning Christ'. This is good
doctrine, but hardly the meaning of the words. - Others say, We are to speak as ourselves
joined to Christ, as those who have received mercy from Christ, and whose only title to
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address others ii from Clirist alone. - Others say, We should s!,6ak as through Chrisf,'

in the strength of Christ. No meaning, perhaps, is better than this. The expression in the

Greek exactly answers to Phil. 4.13. 'l can do all things through Christ, which strengtheneth

me'. Whatever sense we ascribe to these words, one thing is clear: we should speak in

Christ, as those who have themselves received mercy; as those who desire to exalt, not

themselves, but the Saviour; and as those who care nothing what men think of them, so

long as Christ is magnified in their ministry.
In conclusion, we should all inquire, Do we ever handle the Word of God deceitfully?

Do we realize what it is to speak as of God, as in the sight of God, and in Christ? Let

me put to all one searching question. Is there any text in God's Word which we shrink

from expounding? Is there any statement in the Bible which we avoid speaking about to

our people, not because we do not understand it, but because it contradicts some pet notion

of our as to what is truth? If it be so, let us ask our consciences whether this be not very

like handling the Word of God deceittully.
Is there anything in the Bible we keep back for fear of seeming harsh, and of giving

offence to some of our hearers? Is there any statement, either doctrinal or practical, which

we mangle, mutilate or dismember? If so, are we dealing honestly with God's Word?

Let uJpray to be kept from corrupting God's Word. let neither fear nor favour of man

induce uJ to k""p back, or avoid, or change, or mutilate, or qualify any text in the Bible.

Surely we oughito have holy boldness when we speak as ambassadors of God. We have

no t"iron to bi ashamed of any statement we make in our pulpits so long as it is Scriptural.

I have often thought that one great secret of the marvellous honour which God has put

on a man who is nbt in our communion (I allude to Mr. Spurgeon) - is, the extraordinary

boldness and confidence with which he stands up in the pulpit to speak to people about

their sins and their souls. It cannot be said he does it from fear of any or to please any'

He seems to give every class of hearers its portion - to the rich and poor, the high and

the low, the peer and the peasant, the learned and the illiterate. He gives to every one

plain dealing, according to God's Word. I believe that very boldness has much to do with

ihe ru""err which God is pleased to give to his ministry. Let us not be ashamed to learn

a lesson from him in this respect. Let us go and do likewise.

This address was delivered at a Clerical Meeting, at Weston-super-Mare, in August'

It58, under the presidency of Archdeacon Law.

O Jesus. Light of all below
Thou fount of life and fire
Surpassing all the joys we know
And all we can desire.
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Editor of the Gospel Magazine 1951-19il {. :: '

William Dodgson Sykes edited the magazine for 12 years (December 1951 to January
19t64) and continued in the line of a notable succession of editors providing helpful and
informative reading which under God was made a means of enrichment to many.

He was born on 1lth April 1888. At the time his father, William Sykes, was a student
at St. Aidan's Theological College, Birkenhead who earlier had been a headmaster at
Bewcastle, Cumberland. William Sykes had been greatly influenced by Titus Laurie rector
of Bewcastle from whom he learned the doctrines of grace. He married Anne Jane Dodgson
of Thwaites, Cumberland, three of his five sons becoming clergymen and two of his
daughters qualified as doctors of medicine. Mr. Sykes became vicar of a Sheffield parish
in 1891 so most of William Dodgson's early life was spent there. Holidays were often
taken with relatives in Cumberland and he always retained a great affection for that part
of the country.

An accomplished scholar
William Dodgson Sykes had a brilliant academic career at St. John's College, Cambridge

where he gained many coveted distinctions. He was a profound scholar with no preten-
tiousness, above all he was a sincere believer and a lover of the doctrines of grace. He
was to spend most of his ministerial career in training men for the ministry, first at St.
John's College, Highbury, London as Tutor, then vice principal and from 1932 Principal
of the Bible Churchmen's Missionary College, Bristol. He came to the lafter at a time
of great crisis in the society; his coming was described as "a rescue operation". It was
very much a venture of faith to leave a settled sphere to take over a college that owing
to the troubles was now without any official recognition. He was to remain there until
1950 during which the time he instituted the Bible Diploma. This was awarded after careful
examination and proficiency in the contents of each of the sixty six books of the Bible.
Who can estimate the influence he exerted over men during those years when they were
preparing for their life's work? His chief design was to secure a teaching ministry, one
that is essentially Biblical, expository and instructive. In his final message to the students
when he retired from the college he said "preach Christ, not the church, preach doctrine
not polity . . . supremely maintain your stand on the Word of God". He is still remembered
with deep affection and esteem by his old students.

Rector of St. Mary le Port
As well as being Principal of the College he was also from 1933 rector of St. Mary

le Port Church, Bristol, succeeding the Rev A. J. Day who previously had been Incumbent
of the Circus Church, Portsmouth. A previous rector of St. Mary le Port, James Ormiston,
had also been editor of the Gospel Magazine as well as edifor of the English Churchman.
During the war in 1940 the church was bombed and only the tower remained. After being
homeless for some time the parish was united to that of St. John the Raptist, a historic
church on the city wall. Here as in the previous church Mr. Sykes loved to preach the
doctrines of grace, and to exercise a faithful pastoral ministry. Amongst the congregation
were two ladies who wrote over many years for the Gospel Magazine - Miss Ruth Cowell

--**;e*{.ll
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"R", who wrote "Well'Springs" for 70 years and Dr. Lydia Houghtofi "Damaris",

the writer of the articles for young people. Mr. Sykes retired from the parish in 1966

and went to live in Sidmouth, Devon. It was said of him "he displayed the virtues of

grace not least in the all too rare fruit of the Spirit which is kindness".

Irish Church Missions
On his retiremenr from the College Mr. Sykes became Clerical Secretary of the Irish

Church Missions to the Roman Catholics (1951-1957) having previously been Chairman

of the Committee. As Chairman his wise counsel and leadership during a difficult period

were of inestimable value. He and his wife had a great love for Ireland and her people

so many of them deluded by Romish superstition and error. Mrs. Phyllis Sykes (nee

Dodweil; had been a worker with I.C.M. before her marriage. Mr. Sykes never lost an

opportunity to commend the One Hundred Texts of the Society and the handbook on the

texts writtln by T. C. Hammond. He had a deep concern for the preservation of our

Protestant heritage and took his stand against liberalism, ritualism and ecumenism.

Mr. Sykes hada long connection with the Trinitarian Bible Society, he was for a long

period piesident ofthe Bristol auxiliary and from 1946 to 1957 President ofthe Society.

iIe andMrs. Sykes were also great workers for the Aged Pilgrims Society (now Pilgrim

Homes); they organised local meetings and opened their home for the Sale of Work year

after year.

Edltor of the Gospcl Megazlne
William Dodgson Sykes succeeded the late Thomas Houghton as editor of the magazine

in December 1951. In making the announcement of the appointment the Trustees stated
"at his own request the appointment will be reviewed at the next annual general meeting

of the Trustees which will be D.V. eady 1952" . He was to continue as editor for 12 years.

He himself said on taking up the work "we greatly feel the need of prayer, we are not

sufficient of ourselvcs as to think anything of ourselves but our sufficiency is of God (2

Cor 3:5). We thank all who remember us at the throne of grace".

l,tr; Sytes' profound love of the Bible was evident to all who either heard him preach

or rcad his articles in the Magazine. It is not without significance that his first article was

on l. Timothy 1:15 "this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation. . . . " At the

cnd of his first year as editor he wrote ''we thank Almighty God for His gracious enabling.

Much of the work during 1952 has been done under heavy pressure and with a deep feeling

of our own insufficiency. But the Lord has been greater than all our fears . . . We pray

that through the pages of the Gospel Magazine the Word of the Lord may indeed sound

forth in every plici and that the Gospel of His sovereign grace may come not in word

only but also in power and in the Holy Ghost and in much assurance."

is editor he hia the work of the Gospel Magazine very much at heart. In one of his

contributions he wrote "today the Gospel Magazine while meeting the spiritual needs of

the present time and endeavouring to deal with the abounding errors which undermine

ttre tm1}r of the Word of God and penert the gospel of Christ, continues as before to maintain

the essential truths of God's sovereign grace which the magazine was founded to publish

and when necessary to defend. In the language of Dr. W. Cunningham 'it ascribes the

salvation ofsinnerswholly to the sovereign grace ofGod and the perfect and all sufficient

work of Christ and efficacious and omnipotent operation of the Spirit'. These were the
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principles upon *hich the Gospel Magazine was founded and by God's grace they are
the principles upon which it is continued today".

A lover of hymns
Mr. Sykes had made an extensive study of hymns and had considerable knowledge of

hymnody and this was often seen in his writings in the Magazine. one of his earliest
contributions as editor was a message centred around the Christian hymn "Christians awake,
salute the happy morn" written by John Byrom. After giving some details of the author
and the circumstances in which it came to be written he went on to expound the truth
it contains relating to the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ.

At St. Mary le Port the hymn book in use was "Songs of Grace and Glory" edited
by Dr. C. B. Snepp, vicar of Perry Bar, Birmingham in 1871. The present writer has
in his possession Mr. Sykes' own copy. The preface contains these words "the great object
of this hymnal is to spread the glorious gospel of the grace of God". It is interesting to
recall that Frances Ridley Havergall was also closely involved in the compiling of this
book which is rarely seen or used today.

In one of his last contributions to the magazine he expounded John l:14 "the Word
was made flesh and dwelt amongst us and we beheld His glory . .". He concluded his
message "so when God's grace has revealed His Son in our hearts we can truly say:

"His person fixes all my love
His Blood removes my fear,

: And while He pleads for me above
His arm preserves me here"

Towards the end of his life he was to experience a long period of weakness following
a stroke. The truths he expounded in his ministry were the source of his comfort as the
end drew near. The hymn "Rock of Ages cleft for me . ." (first published in the Gospel
Magazine) was a constant support to him. He died 24 February 1975 aged 86 years.

The present editor looks back to a very happy association with Mr. Sykes. He was Clerical
Secretary of the Irish Church Missions when I was ordained to the work in Dublin in
1952. Later when in Buxton he took a kindly interest in the work there. He it was who
first encouraged me to write an occasional article for the Magazine. How wonderful are
the ways of God; neither of us thought then that the work he ably undertook would pass
to me.

He was indeed a kind and gracious friend, self effacing and a nthn of meek and humble
sPirit' 

M.H.

"Eternity to the godly is a day that has no sunset: 
)

Eternity to the godless is a day that has no sunrise."

Thomas Watson

*e*s.Fii':
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Messagbs from the Book of Ruth
.  D O D G S O N  S Y K E S  ( E d i t o r  1 9 5 1 - 1 9 6 4 )

"And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighry hath dealt
very bitterly with me. " Ruth I:20.

The Book of Ruth, to which we invite our readers' special attention this month, is one
that speaks of heavy trial, of a broken home, of desolating bereavements, and of sad
experience. But with God's blessing, it is also one that speaks messages of cheer, comfort,
and encouragement to the children of God under trial. May God the Holy Spirit guide
us in our study and meditation.

It is indeed a story of deep trouble - famine, emigration, bereavement and return in
a desolate condition. Because of extreme famine in Palestine a man of Bethlehem-Judah
(Elimelech) went with his wife (Naomi) and two sons (Mahlon and Chilion) to stay in
the country of Moab. There the two sons, having married Moabite wives (Orpah and Ruth)
died. The bereaved mother proposed to her widowed two daughters-in-law to return to
Bethlehem. When a little on the way, she entreated them to return to their own land; Orpah
did so, but Ruth kept with Naomi. On the arrival of these two at Bethlehem "all the city
was moved about them, and they - the women - said "Is this Naomi?"

The truth of the record has received interesting confirmation. The language of the
Moabites was much the same as that of the Hebrews, and it would have presented no great
barrier to the emigrants from Palestine. Such at any rate is the evidence given by the Siloam
Inscription (700 B.C.) found in 1880, and also by other discoveries in the present century.
Further, it seems clear that David had Moabite connections, for in a time of difficulty
he took his parents to the king of Moab (l Samuel 22:3).

It is sometimes said that it was wrong of Elimelech to emigrate to a heathen land and
that the subsequent sorrows served only to emphasize the wrongness of his action in taking
his family there. It may be so; but I feel that it is difficult to write positively about it.
We read of the oppression by Midianites that they "lefi no sustenance for Israel, neither
sheep, nor ox, nor ass" (Judges 6:l-6).

What sorrows Naomi had! She was a "displaced person" - her home life was uprooted
and she had to leave her own land and go to another country in order to live. What
bereavements she suffered - she lost her husband; she lost both of her two sons. She
took it very hardly. When she came back to her own town of Bethlehem and the women
said: "Is this Naomi?" she replied to them:

"Call me not Naomi (which means 'Pleasant' - call me Mara ('Bitter'): for the
Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full (with a husband and two
sons), and the Lord ttattt U.ougtrt me home again enipty: Why then call ye me
Naomi, seeing the Lord hath testifred against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me."
(Ruth l:20-22).

So she felt at the time. Like Jacob she was inclined to say: "All these things are against
me." (Gen. 42,36).
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l. God works all things after the Counsel of His Own will :+*iG& ""1 'Fr'

Naomi learned later that God was guiding her way. In His providence He had directed
ud over-ruled all the events.

Previously Jacob had been taught in much the same way. Though he had said "all these
things are against me," yet in the end he said to Joseph: "I had not thought to see thy
face: and, lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed." (Gen. 48:11). So also Joseph said
ro his brethren: "Now therefore be not grieved or angry with yourselves, that ye sold
me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. . . . God sent me before you
ro preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.
So now it was not you that sent me hither, but.God." (Gen. 45, 5-8).

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;

Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.

(William Cowper, 177 4).

In Ruth 2,3 it says of Ruth: "IIer hap was to light on a part of the fietd belonging
unto Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech." It might seem to be a chance, or what

some people call "good luck," but it was all within the purpose and under the gracious

directing hand of God.

In knowledge unconfined He fixed
His grand designs of grace;

With all the plans of providence
To save the chosen race.

In all this holy, wondrous plan,
No error can arise;

Ten thousand unknown things to us
Are plain before His eyes!

(Thomas Row, l8l7).

II. God's People are willing in the Day of His Power
We read Ruth's well-known words to her mother-inlaw:

"Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither
thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my
people, and thy God my God: where thou diest, I will die, and there will I be buried:
the l,ord do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me." (Ruth 1;
t6-r7).

She refused all persuasions for her to go back to her own people. Naomi's country would
be her country. Naomi's home, whatever it might be, would.be her home. Naomi's people
would be her people. But, best of all, Naomi's God would be her God - Jehovah, the
Covenant God of Israel: J

"The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression
and s in."  (Exod.  34,6) .  .

...,#fi:;ifi:'
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On this Dr. Gill has well said:.
"So a soul that is truly brought to Christ affectionately loves Him, and heartily cleaves

unto Him, resolves in the strength of Divine grace to follow Him, the Lamb,
whithersoever He goes or directs; and is desirous to have communion with none but
Him. . . . His people are the excellent of the earth, whom to converse with is all his
delight and pleasure: and Christ's God is his God, and His Father is his Father: and,
in a word, he determines to have no other Saviour but Him, and to walk in all His
commandments and ordinances."

This was also expressed by James Montgomery, the Sheffield poet and hymn-writer,
in his hymn "People of the living God," written in 1814, perhaps when, at the age of
forty-three, he was publicly recognised by the Moravians as a brother in the Lord and
a member of their societv:

f"opt" of the living God,
I have sought the world around,

Paths of sin and sorrow trod.

N"':f ;""1*;",Ttt'"t'H::ereround!
Turns, a fugitive unblest;

Brethren, where your altar burns,
O receive me into rest!

*., L,onely I no longer roam : ,
Like the cloud, the wind, the wave;

Where you dwell shall be my home,
Where you die shall be my grave;

Mine the God whom you adore,
Your Redeemer shall be mine:

Earth can fill my heart no more,
Every idol I resign.

. Tell me not of gain or loss,
Ease, enjoyment, pomp and power;

Welcome poverty and cross,
Shame, reproach, affliction's hour.

"Follow Me!" I know the voice;
Jesus, [,ord, Thy steps I see;

Now I take Thy yoke by choice,
Light Thy burden now to me!

m. God's People are Redeemed and Called out of Every Nation
We can see God's Sovereignty in calling one of the Gentile3 - an example of His taking

out of them a people for His name.
It is the story of a Moabitess who came to trust under the wings of thdcod of Israel.

She was Divinely led to throw in her lot with the people of God. This was recognised
in the words of Boaz to her: "A full reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel,
under Wose wings thou art come to trust." (2, l2).

;
I
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S/e are thus rerninded that the Lord has His people in every nation, a truth which should

spur on the people of God in missionary effort.

"And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open

the seals thereof: for Thou hast slain, and hast redeemed us to God Thy blood out of

every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. " (Rev. 5, 9).
"After this I behold, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, o/

all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before

the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; and cried with a loud
voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. "

( R e v .  7 , 9 ) .

ft'. The Lord Jesus is the Near Kinsman, the Redeemer of His People.
' 'The man is near of kin unto us , one of our next kinsmen, " Naomi had said when Boaz

had shown kindness to Ruth (2,20). Hence Naomi, Ruth's mother-in-law, said: "My

daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee?" Following Naomi's directions, Ruth made her

claim of Boaz - "Thou are a near kinsman, " she said to him (3, 9). At the close the
11omen said to Naomi: "Blessed be the Lord, which hath not left thee this day without

a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel." (4,4).

The "Goel" or kinsman-vindicator would redeem a forfeited estate or a forfeited liberty

or a forfeited life. He had kinship with the redeemed.
All this speaks to the child of God of the Kinsman-Redeemer of God's people:

"For as much then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself
likewise partook of the same; that through death He might destroy Him that that had

the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver them who through fear of death were

all their lifetime subject to bondage" (Hebrews 2:14-L5).

And again:
"But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son made of a woman,

made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive

the adoption of sons" (Gal: 4:4,5).

We may well say with Joseph Irons:
"What mighty sum paid all my debt,

When labondmans tood ,
And hath my soul at freedom set?

'Tis Jesu's precious blood".

Grace grows best in the winter. - Samuel Rutherford

)

what is future cannot be insured.
- Stephen Charnock

What is past cannot be recalled;
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'"r'i: 
Christ Rules Supreme

PETER KING (Stanford. Beds)

The Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ - Chapters 4-7

The second vision of the Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ unfolds the wonder
of Christ being supreme governor of the world. The Church is persecuted but ultimate
victory is assured.

The six visions which follow the seven letters are again written in a particular way.
The period for which they are prophesying is the same i.e. the last days, but the emphasis
is different. It is rather like taking six pictures of the same scene. Although the subject
matter is identical in each case the aspect of the scene will be different. Each vision speaks
of the first and second coming but the teaching varies. As the vision proceeds the thoughts
are directed away from earth to the glorious finale of the marriage supper of the Lamb.

The vision unfolded over four chapters but is one. It would appear in chapter 4: I that
John, immediately after writing the letters saw the door open in heaven. That is, it was
already open when he looked and he was invited to "Come and see." The teaching is
that the way was open before John saw it and had been from of old. When our first parents
fell in Eden the angel guarded the Way of Life (Genesis 3:24). That is they kept it open
and available despite the transgression which effectively closed the way. So here, at the
start of the New Testament the door is open and John is to be shown things which shall
be hereafter. Hereafter does not mean exclusively 'in the next world' but rather from now
on.

At this point John describes himself as 'in the Spirit'. He was transferred from the
consciousness ofPatmos to the reality ofheaven. So the vision began and verse 2 describes
what John saw around the throne. The throne represents the spiritual centre of the world.
Down through time man has had his own centres. Greece, Rome, London, Moscow,
Washington and so on. These have changed according to the dynasty that ruled. God has
not changed and His Throne has decreed justice since time began. The Person sitting on
the throne is described as like ajasper and sardine stone. Again this is significant as are
all the symbols of Revelation. The breastplate of the Mosaic order had twelve stones on
it representing the twelve tribes of Israel. Later in the Revelation we read of the twelve
foundations of the new Jerusalem. The jasper stone brings together the Mosaic and the
New Order. The jasper stone was the last stone on the breastplate and the first foundation
of the new Jerusalem.

The One who sat on the throne (verse 2) was surrounded by a rainbow and at verse
5 we read of lightnings and thunderings and voices. How exact Scripture is even to the
order of words. We usually say thunder and lightning but the lightning always comes first!
The storm of the wrath of God over sin is illustrated but Our Lord comes and the storm
is over. The rainbow shines again with the promise of no mbre retribution and the calm
of peace. The prophet Ezekiel adds more weight to this theme in chapter l:27-28.

Around the throne 24 elders are seated on 24 thrones. They are dressed in white and
have golden crowns on their heads. These represent the 12 patriachs and the 12 apostles.
The Old Testament church and the New Testament church. Thus the whole church of Christ
is seen as priests (dressed in white) and kings (crowns on the head). (See chapter 1:6).

.._.-,{
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lby worship Him that liveth for ever and ever (verse l0). He who sits on the throne
rs the Father from whom proceeds the lightnings and thunders. The Spirit is seen as the
seven lamps burning before the throne and the Son is described by the sea of glass. This
laner symbol needs a little explanation. In chapter 15 of the prophecy and verse 2,the
ra of glass is again mentioned and the church (those who have gained the victory) stand
on this sea. Back in Exodus 30:17-21 we read of the laver. It was used to cleanse those
r-ho came to offer sacrifrce. When filled with water it would have had the appearance
of a sea and so the picture here is the stability of the church standing on the cleansing
sacrifice of Christ.

In addition to the elders John records the vision of the beasts or more accurately the
living beings. They were full of eyes before and behind and within. In other words fully
dert, searching the outward and inward parts. Their six wings may indicate unusual activity
rn God's service. Ezekiel speaks of such as going and returning. Each living creature had
a distinctive face which again is not without significance.

The first was the face of a LION, showing strength, kingship. This can be aligned with
\latthew's Gospel which portrays Christ as King.

The second was the face of an OX, indicating service and toil. Mark's gospel portrays
our Lord as the servant.

The third was the face of a MAN, indicative of humanity and frailty. Luke's Gospel
rs about Christ the Son of man.

The fourth was the face of an EAGLE, swift to obey. John's Gospel majors on Christ's
Deity, the Son of God.

Some suggest that the living beings are prophetic of Christians spreading the Gospel.
Ezekiel chapter one has an excellent commentary on this point where at verse 12 they
rthe living creatures) went 'whither the Spirit was to go.'

So here at the outset of this vision we see the foundation truths of the coming of Christ
and the spread of the Gospel.

The scene now changes and our attention is drawn to the sealed book at the right hand
of the throne (chapter 5:1). This contains the record of the whole counsel of God and
it is sealed with seven seals, i.e. perfectly sealed. The cry goes out for someone to open
rhe book and loosen the seals. Note the order. Open the book then loose the seals. Quite
rhe opposite to how we may think. It shows that opening the book was not enough, it
had to expounded. The consequences of this not happening are very far reaching. If the
*hole counsel of God is unopened (that is not executed) there will be:

. li6 :::r'' . .. ,. L No protection fOr the chUrch'
2. No judgment of the world.

-. 
"b::' 3. No ultimate victory of the Lamb.

Hence the need for the strong angel to cry aloud. No man was able to open it and this
caused John to weep. It appears that it had been transmitted to him how vital this was.

One of the elders now comes and tells John the glorious'news, "Weep not, for the
Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book and
to loose the seals thereoP'. So the Lamb of God comes into the picture, in the midst
of the elders and living creatures (the church), as the mediator for mankind. Worship follows
and great adoration in verses 9-14. All heaven and earth join in the chorus of "Worthy

is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength'
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and honour, and glory, and blessing". He had taken the book and it may be that it was
at this point that He said "Lo I come, (in the volume of the book it is written of me)
to do thy will, O God".

A closer look at this verse reveals the truth that all Scripture speaks of our Lord. The
Lion of the tribe of Judah is found in Genesis 49:9,10 as Jacob blessed his sons. This
was the strength of Israel and so the sceptre did not leave Judah until our Lord came (Shiloh

in Genesis 49: l0). The Root of David is found in Isaiah 1 I and Matthew 22:41-45 . The
Lamb is described in this vision at verse 6 65as it had been slain". The Lamb of God
had died many years previous to this prophecy but the abiding efficacy of this Death remains
till our day and to all eternity. He is also said to have seven horns, (emblems of might
and strength, I Samuel 2:10) and seven eyes (representing the discerning Spirit of God
Isaiah l1). He was full of grace and truth.

The adoration of the Lamb is worthy of closer examination. Harps, instruments of praise,

are used along with bowls or vials. The Old Testament speaks of the use of bowls in the
temple worship as the princes dedicated the temple. The incense or odours which filled
the bowls are said to be the prayers of the saints. The Psalmist David in Psalm 141:2
says "Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense." They sang a new song, which
elsewhere is called the song of Moses and of the Lamb. In the Old Testament it was sung
in anticipation and in the New in adoration. Note the tense of the verb in verse 9. The
original has it as 'they sing', present continuous. They sing and go on singing. Thou hast
redeemed us with thy blood. A beautiful picture of the thing purchased being contained
in the price. Our redemption was paid for by his precious blood and we only see the value
of that redemption by the value of the blood of Christ. It is, of course, priceless.

Chapter six takes up the vision after the Lamb has agreed to open the book and loose
the seals. The opening of the seals is akin to discovering the plan and purpose of His coming.
We shall see as we go through this chapter what the Gospel age was designed to achieve
through Christ the Head of the Church. We must remind ourselves over and again that
the book of the Revelation is the unfolding of history in the last days as seen by God.

The first seal. A White Horse with a conqueror seated upon it is seen coming forth
to conquer. Undoubtedly the conqueror is King Jesus. Psalm 45 sees this at verse 3 and
says "Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty." Our Lord is come and goes

about through His Word conquering the hearts of men and building His eternal church.
The second seal. A Red Horse, indicative of persecution is revealed. "Thinkest thou

that I came to bring peace on the earth," said Jesus. No, I bring the sword. Brother against
brother, daughter against mother. As Christ is proclaimed so the church will and does
suffer persecution. This great sword of the Word divides between joints and marrow.
(Hebrews 4: l2).

The third seal. A Black Horse with the rider holding the scales in His hand. During
the last days, there will be times of economic difficulty. Plenty of food but no money
to buy it. "A measure of wheat for a penny." A whole days wages for such a small
amount of food. "Hurt not the oil and wine." The rich in their high living guarding
their wealth while others starve. Irt us beware lest we are guilty of this sin'

The fourth seal. A Pale Horse. John is told that the name of this horse is Death, and
not far behind is Hell. In the last days we are told we shall hear of wars and rumours
of wars. It is interesting to note that power was given over only a quarter of the earth
(verse 8). This may demonstrate the defrnite limits given to evil in these days. War, which
is what we are focusing on here, will be limited to parts of the world only.
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Tb€ fifth seal. The scene now switches to those who have given their'life for the Word
of God. Under the altar John sees the souls of those who have been slain for the testimony
of Jesus Christ. In l,eviticus 4:7 we are told that the blood was to be poured out at the
bonom of the altar, and that the life is in the blood (Leviticus 17:11). Abel's blood cried
for vengeance in Genesis 4:10. The robe of holiness is given to them as they await the

lustice which will surely be done.
The sixth seal. This heralds the Day of the Lord, the judgment day. Everybody will

bc involved in that day. There will be no opting out. Read verse 15 carefully. Kings; Great
mn: Rich men; Chief captains; Mighty men; Bondmen; Freemen; all mankind hiding
rhemselves from the presence of Christ. Matthew chapter 24 gives a graphic account of
this. Who shall be able to stand?

We have to wait until the next vision for the seventh seal to be opened. Chapter 7 answers
thc question 'Who shall stand?'. We have here, at the end of the age, the establishment
of the Church of Jesus Christ in Glory. Symbols abound in this chapter and unless we
use them wisely our imagination will run riot. The four angels are required to restrain
rhe earth's elements until the safety of the elect is complete. The multitude is then sealed,
rhat is protected and identified. Given a mark of ownership, certified genuine. We can
rrace all these symbols to the Old Testament. Song of Solomon 8:6 says "Set me as a
seal upon thine heart." Esther 3:12 identifies the seal with the king's ring. The Christian
rs safe through life and death, bought with the blood of Christ, and the Holy Spirit witnesses
ro that truth. The saints are sealed in their foreheads so that it is clearly seen but not by
rhemselves, rather like the blood on the lintel and two sideposts at the Exodus.

Some have tried to make much of the 144,000. This number is again symbolic of the
whole church of Christ. 12 apostles, 12 tribes, expanded to illustrate the innumerable
population of the church. The vision ends on this high note of the white robed saints praising
rhe [-ord, and "God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."

This second vision shows the church in tribulation, but not to remain so. These are they
rhat have come out of tribulation, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb.
That is they have trusted in His blood and now serve Him day and night. It is interesting
!o note in verse 17 that "The Lamb. that is in the midst, shall feed them." A Lamb
a Shepherd? One out of the people, our Lord is indeed the people's Christ.

WHO MAY ABIDE TIIE DAY OF HIS COMING?

"[t is better to be mute than to murmur" Thomas Brooks.
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The mrtnorative Woid .nCF

'  
T .  D.  MARTIN (Northampton)

"And He took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her Talitha cumi, which is, being
interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, Arise." Mark 5:41.

I want us first of all to look at the presence of the Lord Jesus in this situation, that
wonderful presence which changes everything, and then, secondly, to see the powerful
word of the Lord Jesus here, so remarkable that the original is retained. ''Where the word
of a King is there is power." We pray that this word may be with power amongst us here.

Let us see what led up to this wonderful scene. I am sure that as we read Mark's account
it was very clear. What a wonderful thing it is when people ask the Lord Jesus to come
and not go away. If you go back to the lTth verse you see that the people asked Him
to go away and leave them alone. Sadly, that is what He did - He went away and did
not return. "Depart from us, for we desire not the knowledge of Thy ways." What a
tragic thing it is when people say that! I want you also to see the very opposite, for in
verse 23 you will see what Jairus did - (this man so important - a ruler of the synagogue
- a man of great dignity and authority in the local Jewish community) came and fell down
in front of Him and besought Him about His little daughter and the response of the Saviour
in v.24 is so moving, "And Jesus went with him. " What tremendous thought that is as
we see the Gospel opened before us! How solemn it is! One set of people say, "Go away"
- "We don't want you" and He goes away. Yet here is one man that says, "Please come
with me", and we see how Jesus went with him.

The presence of Jesus is a wonderful thing, fulfilling the promises of God in His Word,
"God is our Refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble" - so near to us. As
Medley says:-

"When trouble like a gloomy cloud
Has gathered thick and thundered loud,

. He near my soul has always stood,
His lovingkindness, oh! how good."

"Jesus went with him." . . . That is the vital thing. Jairus was going to have a terribly
tense time of it shortly, but the vital thing is "Jesus went with him." Those of you that
know your need and have felt the beggarly emptiness of your own soul and its wretchedness
without the influence of the Holy Spirit - all you need is Jesus. If we have His presence
we have everything. "Jesus went with him." I love what Paul says when he was in that
terrible situation near the end of his life when he was in that awful Roman Court Room
where they must have been haranguing him He says to Timothy, "Nevertheless the Lord
stoodwith me." This enabled him to bear all things, even all the devils of hell and all
the malice of man. "Jesus went with him", but nothing hapfened yet! His little daughter
is still not restored, but look at the beginning of the matter and take it to heart, "Jesus

went with him." If He leads us, then that is all we need. So may we graciously invite
Him by His power and may He go with us though unworthy of His presence.

Now notice THREE things about Jairus that commend him to the Lord and how he
constrained Jesus to help him, to come with him. Note ftow he lays himself upon Him.
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FIRSTLY * tliere is feeling.
SECONDLY - there is fear.
THIRDLY - there is faith.

?ir:i{l:'.' ::;i':'

kt us look at these three things which bring the Lord along with him.

FIRSTLY - there is feeling.
He prostrated himself before the Lord and said to Him, "My little daughter. " All of

his heart goes into what he says - there is feeling there - and we see the only faith that
does any good is the faith that Paul talks about in Galatians, "the faith that worketh by
love, " the faith that has love as its motivation. If you look into the Epistle of James you
uill see different sorts of faith which do no man any good at all. You see a dead faith
that men might have by nature. They accept the truths of Christianity; they might accept
the doctrines of the faith, and yet there is nothing in their heart that goes along with it.
That won't do any good at all. Then there is the demonic faith of hell - "the devils believe
and tremble." They are aware very much of the reality of God's dear Son, and yet that
won't do any good. The only faith that will do us any good is a dynamic faith, a faith
that works. Paul speaks of "faith that worketh by love."

Here we see Jairus. He is thrust upon the mercy of the Saviour and love is his motivation.
It is his little daughter! That is the problem. There is feeling with fearing. Sometimes
it seems that the powerful exercise of faith has been spent. There were two people walking
on the road to Emmaus after the decease of the Lord Jesus before they were aware of
His resurrection. They were sad, cast down, depressed and despairing in their minds. Now,
because the love of Christ motivated them "Jesus Himself drew near and went with them."
Like Jairus here - many stirrings and strivings of unbelief, but Jesus was there, and later
on He was made known to them. They were able to constrain Him to abide and He went
in and broke bread with them.

Jairus, then, was moved by love for his daughter.

SECONDLY - there was fear - an intense anxiety. Oh how often the Lord exercises
His people with this condition of fear! He puts them in that place where they are intensely
anxious and troubled, and it is all part of the mystery of His Providence; His inscrutable
work with them, in bringing them at last to Himself. Poor Jairus is in a terrible state and
it is all being used for the eternal good of his soul and the blessing of his family. He is
a man who is afraid. How often if the Lord humbles us and exercises us in the way we
are troubled and anxious and it is all sanctified and used to bleis us in the end.

This speaks to the situation in which we are found here this afternoon because I remember
as a lad witnessing a baptismal service and being filled with an anxiety that I might be
found amongst the people who were confessing the Lord in this way, and there was that
terrible fear that I might not be found among them at last. Often this disquiet of soul is
the power of God's wonderful work and purpose. If you are afraid here, if you are worried
about something, pray God that it might be used to help you. So we see here fear.

THIRDLY - there is faith.
Look at Jairus. He had already witnessed much of Jesus' healing powa in Capernaum,

but it was going to be sorely tried in these anxious delaying moments.
There are two factors, basically, which must have been a real problem to him.
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First of all, this worhan comes on the scene - moment by moment this little girl draws
nearer to the point of death, and this woman comes along and stops the whole movement,
and yet there is a sense of urgency, "Come dowp to my house before she dies."

The second factor is this crowd of people who are a real nuisance. This sort of crowd
was part of the official mourning. In those days if you were wealthy you always had
professional mourners. It does not mean that they were sorry or sad but their r6le was
not unlike that of Undertakers today. Jairus was quite a wealthy man and there were
consequently quite a few mourners, but they were a real nuisance. I understand that the
original likens their noise to that of the Screech Owl! You can imagine how agitating and
disconcerting that sort of noise must have been! You remember how Jesus said, "What

are you making this noise for?"
Yet the wonderful thing is this that the poor woman was saved and they werc silenced.

Now Jairus was delayed but it must have been a confirmation to his faith when he saw
this woman healed, and the thought must have crossed his mind, "Well, the Lord can
do the same fo my little daughter."

Now, note in passing this further proof of faith. Did Jesus say, "It is all right, Jairus,
I am coming down to your house and I will put everything right?" No, He said, "Be

notafra id."  "Don' tg ivewaytothatvoiceof  fear . "  "Onlybel ieve,"  andthat iswhat
Jairus did, and Jesus went with Him.

Now I want to look at the powerful words of the Lord Jesus as found in this verse.
"And He took the damsel by the hand and said unto her, "Talitha cumi"; which is, being
interpreted, "Damsel, I say unto thee, arise."

Again, there are THREE things I want to notice here,
FIRSTLY - the Lord Jesus spoke in Aramaic in the native tongue.
SECONDLY - he spoke a word of affection, and,
THIRDLY - He spoke a word of authoiry.

- i

FIRSTLY, the word in in Aramaic. What is the point in using Aramaic? Why has the
Holy Spirit allowed it? If you have the translation here in the inspired Word, why put
it in? We get it in a number of places. "Ephatha" which means, "Be opened," and those
awful words of dereliction, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabacthani." Why do we get this? I think
there is at least one reason why. The words as they were originally heard stuck with such
force in the hearers' ears that they could never forget them! - the power of Christ's word
- "Never man spake like this Man. " "Where the word of a Ki4g is there is power. "

What a wonderful thing when Jesus speaks and speaks with power! Then everything has
to respond and obey.

Mark was not there, but Peter his mentor was. Imagine Peter helping Mark just here.
He would say, "Mark, get those words down; never forget these words. We were in that
room there with the family and then the Lord spoke. We will never forget the way He
spoke and what happened immediately afterwards." So thgn, that is why we have got
the original. "Remember His marvellous words." We pray that the Lord may break into
our hearts with power here today and make Himself known. Where the Lord speaks, then
there is an enabling response and effect in the heart. Jesus so spoke into that quiet room
to that dead child.

SECONDLY - He spoke with affection, (and thirdly with authority). In these next two
heads I want us to see how they bring out these two aspects ofour Lord Jesus. The first
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brings out His true humanity, that He has taken our nature u'pori Himself, that He truly
sympathises with our condition and has become one with us, "Brother to our soul
becomes." The word of affection. Then we come to the word of authority which is an
evidence of His Divinity, of His Deity. He is the Eternal Son of God and He speaks with
power. The word of affection and the word of authority.

What does He say here? Let us look at the word "Damsel." Now this old English word
quite simply means, "Little girl. " Now we must not think because the term "little girl"
is used that we are looking down in any contempt on her. That is not so.It is a term of
affection - it is a term of endearment. Why did the Lord Jesus use that term? Turn back
to ,t.23. How does Jairus approach Him? He comes and the first thought communicated
to the Saviour is "My little girl;" - the one that means so much to me. She is a big
girl now - she is 12 years old - but she is still her father's little girl in terms of affection.
The point is lhat the Inrd Jesus immediately takes over that thought. The first words that
Jesus says to her is "Little girl" and so He takes up the father's words and He uses them
in the healing and awakening process. I hope we can see something of the sympathising
heart of Jesus Christ, the tender, delicate sympathy of His holy heart of affection.

It is a momentous thought to those who fear God to realise that there is this tremendous
sympathy and tenderness in the heart of the Saviour upon all our condition and need. He
goes through the same thing with you. All the while they were going down the road the
[,ord Jesus was suffering with Jairus - ''He went with him. " It meant that He was taking
upon Himself everything that poor Jairus was going through. So, the frrst words are "Little

girl." This is how much He loves His people. You see, the evidence of it is very plain
if we turn to I Peter 2: v.24. There you see it in a nutshell how much the Lord Jesus
has sympathetically entered into our condition. "Who His own Self bare our sins in His
own body on the tree." That is how close He is to His people's deepest need. There we
see the sympathy of Christ with His people. He takes over our problems and our case
and concern completely, identifying Himself with it as He did with poor old Jairus.
Therefore He went with him and there He was with him all the way through. What a comfort
that is! There is the sympathy in the heart of Jesus that will never miscarry or be feigned
or be pretended. "Damsel." "Little girl." "We have not an High Priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin."

THIRDLY - He spoke with authority. It is plain from the text that there is authority
and power in the word of the Lord Jesus as well. We have, quite simply, in modern terms,
this lovely word "Arise" which means "Get up" and immediately, of course, there was
this response in her. I have already said, "Where the word of a King is there is power. "

That word is enough. "That Word which was in the beginning with the Father." That
Word which stilled the winds and waves when He stood up in the boat and said "Peace

be still" and there was a great calm. What a wonderful thing it is when He speaks with
power into our lives! How it meets our need! Not only does He sympathise truly, but
also He is able to help us and deliver us, whatever our great need.

Turn back to the Old Testament and you will see how efen the greatest and the most
holy men struggled hard to perform something like this. Look at Elijah.- he stretched
himself on the child. There is tremendous effort involved as, of coursei there is in all
true prayer, but the point is this that Elijah was only an ordinary man and there was a
great effort involved, but not so with the Lord Jesus Christ. All it needed was the word,
"Arise. " I must conclude with two thines that come from this word "Arise. " The Lord



2r2 The Gospel Magazine

Jesus is callinf us, and He is calling us today to something. He is calling us to follow Him.
FIRSTLY - it is a holy calling.
SECONDLY - It is a heavenly calling.

Firstly "Arise." The lives which our Lord Jesus Christ touches and moves are then
His own to follow Him and obey His call. They are not their own any more. They have
to follow Him and obey His call - a holy calling. You know the man that was healed
that was among the tombs - that is all he wanted to do - he wanted to follow Him.
May that thought register with us. If the Lord has so delivered us that is all we will want
to do, to follow Him.

Now the liale girl is addressed "Arise. " She also owes everything to Him. We do not
belong to ourselves any more, and we must respond to His Word. He said those two simple
words to His disciples, "Follow Me," and that is the sum total of the Christian life, to
follow Him all the way. They left behind their commitments, things that might seem to
be so important to them - their livelihood, their wives and their families - important
things (not that the Lord is necessarily calling us to leave home or anything like that but
when He calls us He has to come first - that is the point) and we see how they immediately
left their nets.

Secondly - it is a 'heavenly calling.' What is the ultimate calling? This is where
everything is tending if we are on the pilgrim way here below. This world is not our home.
We are but passing through it. The words that came to Mary in the circumstances relative
to the raising of Lazarus, "The Master is come and calleth for thee." As the Lord calls
us here what is He calling us to ultimately? He is calling us here and now to follow Him,
but He is calling us really to heaven - that is our goal.

"Tis well when Jesus calls
From earth and sin 'Arise'

Join with the host of virgin souls
Made to salvation wise."

Now there is that desire put into believers' hearts by the Lord Jesus to follow Him,
but the ultimate goal is not anything below, nothing rooted in or connected with this world.
We are called to glory itself, where we long to be with Him above.

So, there is the call to "Arise". Jesus is saying to us "Arise." It is an upward call,
not, as it were, to be sinking in earth and wallowing in all its concerns, but the call is
upward to Christ and where He is.

May we obey the voice of Jesus, for that is all we have to do.
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Grisell Hume, Lady BailliC
of Jerviswood

ISA A.  BUCKLEY

Grisell Hume was born on December 25th, 1665, the eldest child of Sir Patrick and
[:dv Grisell Hume.

Sir Patrick and his lady were faithful Christians, true patriots and zealous for liberty.
They suffered much for their adherence to the Scriptures, and were under the displeasure
of the King (Charles IL), and his despotic underling in Scotland, the Duke of Lauderdale.
Sir Patrick was imprisoned more than once, and after many hazards escaped to Holland.
His estates were forfeit to the Crown, and eventually it was felt wise that his family join

him in exile.
During their stay in Holland the family prayerfully watched the situation in their beloved

native land, Sir Patrick on one occasion warning Presbyterian ministers to be on their
guard against the deceptive measures of the then King, James II.

At last came the glorious Revolution, the family returned to Scotland, and in time Sir
Patrick became Earl of Marchmont, and Chancellor of Scotland. In all his sufferings he
was greatly supported by his devoted wife, and when she died in 1703, he gave her Bible
to their daughter Grisell (now Lady Jerviswood) with the following inscription:-

Grisell Lady Marchmont, her book. To Lady Grisell Hume, Lady Jerviswood, my
beloved daughter.
My Heart, in remembrance of your mother, keep this Bible, which is what she
ordinarily made use of. She had been happy of a religious and virtuous education
by the care of virtuous and religious parents. . . . She was a wonderful stay and support
to me in our exile and trouble, and a humble and thankful partaker with me in our
more prosperous condition, in both which, by the blessing of God, she helped much
to keep the balance of our deportment even."

The good Earl then goes on to speak of his wife's godly character, her passing to be
with the [,ord, and leaving instructions that he was to be buried beside his beloved one.

So it was that their daughter, Grisell, was born into the midst of years of suffering and
persecution. She was to prove herself a valiant, wise, and happlchild, and of great help
to her parents.

Robert Baillie of Jerviswood was a great friend of Sir Patrick's, and when Baillie was
imprisoned around 1676, it was Grisell who became her father's messenger to him.
Somehow she safely travelled the miles to Edinburgh and managed to enter Baillie's cell,
deliver her message and take back the reply.

It was in this prison cell that she first met Baillie's son George, a lad just a few years
older than herself. From that first meeting a deep love sprang up between the two young
folk, and after years of trials, they had a long and happy married lifq together.

When Sir Patrick was serving one of his prison terms, first in Edinturgh Castle and
then Dumbarton Castle, it was the beloved little daughter who travelled back and forth
to comfort him, thus helping to let her mother stay at home with her other younger children.

'Some iime later Robert Baillie, who was greatly admired by John Owen, was again

2t3
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arrested. This time the authorities were determined to have his life. Sir Patrick was also
sought, and his brave Grisell hid him in the family vault some distance from the house.
Night after night she made her way in the pitch dark to bring him food and the news of
the day. We are told that he knew the Latin version of the Psalms by heart and spent much
of his time in that gloomy place in repeating them by heart. Shortly it became needful
to find another hiding place, and Grisell dug a great hole with her hands in order that
he might shelter in a large box placed in the hole.

Soon came the news that Baillie had been executed, and Sir Patrick realised that for
his own safety, and that of his family he must go into exile. His wife and Grisell soon
disguised him and after many hazards he got to Holland.

Later his family were able to join him and they made their home at Utrecht. Here too
Grisell was the great support of the family. We read, "She went to market, went to the
mill to have the corn ground, dressed the linen, cleaned the house, made ready the dinner,
mended the children's stockings and other clothes, made what she could for them, and
in short, did everything."

A GODLY HOME
Their home, although poor, was a place of help and encouragement to many of the other

Scottish exiles who were suffering for their faith. Grisell was at the heart of the home,
always neat, always cheerful, always helpful. She wrote some sweet little songs, and seems
to have had the blessing of a merry heart. How often her thoughts must have turned to
her dear Scottish home, and to the dear lad of her heart, George Baillie, who like herslef
had had to flee to Holland.

In later years, as she looked back upon these days, she said it seemed to her a miracle,
that they had always plenty of everything and much content. At last the day of liberty
dawned, Grisell's brother Patrick and George Baillie came over with the Prince of Orange.
Her father was well thought of by the Prince, and served him well. The family estates
were restored, and Sir Patrick became Earl of Marchmont and Chancellor of Scotland.

Best of all, after so long a time of trial (and other offers of marriage) Grisell Hume
became the wife of George Baillie on September l7th, 1692.

The girl who had been the faithful brave daughter in adversity, became the godly happy
wife and mother.

They began to build the beautiful house called Mellerstain, near Kelso and is well worthy
of a visit. They had almost fifty years of marriage together, said Lady Grisell, "He was
the best of husbands and delight of my life for forty eight years without one jar betwixt
us. " They had learned to walk with God in days of trial and so they could walk together
in peace and joy. What a lovely Christian home it must have been, and their daughters
testify that it was so.

Gaorge Baillie died suddenly in 1738. She was a widow for eight years, years given
to prayer, and to good works, and to reading the precious love letters he had sent her
over the years. She died in London on December 6th, 1746, and was buried beside her
husband at Mellerstain, on her birthday December 25th.

The inscription on her memorial is long and detailed. She is commended as a daughter,
wife and motJrer. Her piety, her love of country, her zeal for her friends, and compassion
for her enemies are all recorded.

We are told of her cheerfulness of spirit, and dignity of mind of her good breeding,
good humour and good sense. She died, as she had lived, a noble Christian lady, trusting
only in the merits of her Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
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'?roverbs 

31:10 aiks the question "WHO CAN FIND A VIRTUOUS WOMAN?" As
we read through that wonderful chapter surely we can say that Grisell Hume, Lady Baillie
of Jerviswood was indeed one whose price was "far above rubies."

May our L,ord be pleased to raise up many women like her, in all walks of life, in this
our day. This will be for the honour of His Name, the blessing of our families and the
good of our Land.

Reference
"The Ladies of the Covenant" by the Rev. James Anderson. My copy is bound in with

"Scots Worthies" and dated 185 1.

Contentment
Proverbs 30. 8,9; Luke 3. 14; Philippians 4. ll

1 Timothy 6. 6-8; Hebrews 13. 5

Fierce passions discompose the mind,
as tempests vex the sea:
but calm content and peace we find,
when. Lord. we turn to thee.

In vain by reason and by rule
we try to bend the will;
for none but in the Saviour's school.
can learn the heavenly skill.

Since at his feet my soul hath sat,
his gracious words to hear,
contented with my present state,
I cast on him my care. William Cowper.

Book Reviews
The Sinfulness of Sin. Ralph Venning. The Banner of Truth frust. pp. 284. f3.50.

This is an attractive explanation of sin and salvation, in the Puritan Paperback series.
In brief it tells us what sin is, the transgression of God's law, and the consequences

to all those concerned. Sin is contrary to the nature, the will, the glory, and the being
of God. It is also contrary to the wellbeing of men. God and all creation bear witness
against sin. It is worse than affliction, death, the Devil or Hell, and its sinfulness is seen
in the contrast with God's longsuffering, just judgments, forgiveness, and the beauty of
holiness. There is no profit, honour or pleasure to be gained from sin. Therefore men
are called to repent, to believe the gospel, and are counselled on how to avoid sin in thought,
words, and deeds.

Venning was a l-ecturer at St Olave's Church, Southwark, tlll 1662. It is easy to read,
and replete with Bible Truths.

w.J.P.
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Letters of Henlf Venn. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 594. f12.95.
The publishers have done a great service in making this book, long out ofprint, again

available. Henry Venn (1724-97) is virtually unknown today although he was one of the
outstanding men of his time. He was successively vicar of Huddersfield and then of Yelling
in Huntingdonshire. At Huddersfield he exercised a powerful ministry often preaching
eight or ten sermons a week in the distant parts of the parish.

Venn was held in high esteem by Bishop Ryle. In his Christian Leaders Ryle says of
Venn "I consider his letters above all praise . . . the epistolary mine at Yelling yielded
quite as rich metal as that of Olney" - a reference to John Newton's Letters.

The Letters of Henry Venn touch on many subjects and themes and reveal the writer
as a remarkable spiritual counsellor.

M.H.

Advice for Seekers. C. H. Spurgeon. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 90. f1.50.
The problems which Spurgeon deals in this book are manifest in every generation, and

here we read of the sure way of salvation, which comes not from any human effort, but
from the Maker himself, who calls us, 'Come for all things are now ready'. We need
only trust the Saviour himself. "The faith which is worked out in us by the Holy Spirit
is the greatest sin-killer under heaven. By the grace of God it affects the inmost heart,
changes the desires and affections, and makes the man a new creation in Christ Jesus.
Faith trusts God, and therefore loves him, and therefore obeys him, and therefore grows
like him. It is the root of holiness, the spring of righteousness, the life of the just."

Advice is both for the preacher and the seeker. He shows how doubts and fears can
be removed, and trembling souls brought to full Assurance.

w.J.P.

"{
The Perfect Mirror - Christian Stories for the Young. f'ditea by Kenneth
D. Macleod. Free Presbyterian Publications. pp. 64.

This is a collection of twenty eight short stories most of which were previously published
in "The Young People's Magazine" (a magazine issued by a Synod Committee of The
Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland).

It is difficult today to find christian books for children which.are scriptural in their
theology. This is one which is scripturally sound and full of teaching for children.

The back cover of the book says that it can be read to young children and when they
are older they can read it for themselves. Printed in large type, with some black and white
illustrations, it is ideal for children in the five to seven age group.

we warmly commend this book. 
p.J.R.


