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Editorial
ONE OF THE HARDEST THINGS in life is to wait patiently. We are so often
too much in a hurry; we are impatient and cannot wait for results.

The disciples had to exercise restraint. One of the Lord's last words was,
"wait for the promise of the Father" (Acts l:4). They themselves were eager to
be up and doing, to prove themselves worthy of the trust committed to them.
Theirs was an immense task; there was not a day to spare, yet they were to wait
until the appointed time.

Scattered throughout the Bible are exhortations to wait upon the Lord. In
Psalm 27:l4we are urged: "Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he will
strengthen thine heart." To do this necessitates as much courage as to engage
in the Lord's battles. Waiting on the Lord is a blessing in itself for it enables
our faith to grow and develop. Simeon waited long years in order to see the
Consolation of Israel. He was not disappointed and all the time his spiritual life
was coming to fruition. He proved that waiting time was not wasted time.

To those who realise the inadequacies of their own resources and the feeble-
ness of their own strength, there comes the reassuring word, "they that wait
upon the Lord shall renew their strength". He promises to exchange our
weakness for His strength. One of the reasons for our weakness is ignorance
of the resources which are at our disposal; or failure to appropriate those
resources. It is only as we cast ourselves upon the Lord that we can draw upon
His unfailing strength. We need to heed that advice found in Hosea, "wait on
thy God continually". This is to be our daily attitude; it is one that God delights
to honour.

Let us then pray for grace to wait, and thus experience the benediction,
"blessed are all they that wait for Him" (Isaiah 30:18).

\
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Paul's Hope to Preach in Rome
A Sermon by the Editor

"And I sm sure that, when I come unto you, I shall came in the fulness of the
blessing of the gospel of Christ" (Romons 1.5:29)

HERE WE HAVE first of all the Apostle's hope. "See Rome and die" says the
proverb, and it was Paul's desire to see Rome before he died and it was, not only
to see it, but to evangelise it.

THE APOSTLE'S HOPE

There had been a little community in Rome for perhaps some little time, but one
would gather that it was in rather a precarious position because in the very first
chapter of this letter Paul says, "I long to see you that I may impart unto you
some spiritual gift to the end that ye may be established". He wanted to come
and assist them and be an encouragement to them, so he resolves to fling himself
into the attack. He hoped to lead a glorious advance, for he had fought with
paganism at the outposts of the Empire in Syria and Macedonia and other
places. Now he planned to assault the principalities and powers in that very
Empire itself to make the foundations of Caesar's Empire tremble and to preach
the triumphant adequacy of Christ in Rome. That was the Apostle's hope, to
preach in Rome, but, judged by any rational standard Paul's hope was sheer
absurdity because the Metropolis was exceedingly proud and regal and ruled the
then known world with a rod of iron, and Paul on the other hand was frail; he
did not have a strong constitution. He had what he called a thorn in the flesh.
He had no imposing organisation behind him. He had no testimonials or
credentials that would give him acceptance with the rulers of the day, but,
putting all that on one side, this was Paul's hope and aspiration, to preach the
Gospel in Rome. On the human level it seemed hopeless, but Paul was cast in the
same mould as Abraham of whom we read, "who against hope believed in
hope" and this was the consuming desire in the heart of the Apostle, to preach
in Rome. That is the Apostle's hope.

THE APOSTLE'S SAVIOUR

What did he hope to do there? He says, "to come in the fulness of the
blessing of the gospel of Christ". Paul did not say that he was coming with a
new philosophy of life, and he did not say that he was coming with a new
political theory, and he did not say he was coming with a new interpretation
of religion, though, no doubt, the intelligentsia of the day would have been
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quite intrigued. He wasn't even coming with a message of righteousness and
temperance and judgment to come that was to make Felix tremble. He wasn't
coming to argue the cause of morality, though Rome desperately needed it at
that time. "I am coming," he says, "to preach the Lord Jesus Christ. I am not
coming to give you religion. I am not coming even to give you Christianity. I am
coming to preach the message of the Gospel."

Now Paul you find, as you read through his letters, was a man of one subject.
When he wrote, for instance, to the Corinthian Christians he could say, "I am
determined to know nothing among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified'n.
When he writes to the Philippian Christians he says, "For me to live is Christ and
to die is gain". And when he writes to his own son in the faith, Timothy, he says,
"I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep that
which I have committed to him against that day". Yes, Christ was the burden of
the Apostolic message, and now, if the day comes when Christ is no longer the
central theme of the Church, whatever Church it may be, that Church will have
outlived its usefulness. It will be a mere cumberer of the ground. But this was
Paul's message. It fastened around the Person and Work of the Lord Jesus
Christ. In the Epistle to the Colossians there is a very lovely phrase of Paul's.
He says, "Christ is all", and that certainly sums up the Apostle Paul, "Christ

is all", and what the sun is in the firmament of heaven that is Christ in true
Christianity. He should be all in the local Church. Splendid buildings and a well
ordered service and hearty singing are all useful in their own way, but, if they
stop there, they are useless. Christ must be uplifted in the congregation. He must
be preached from the pulpit. He must be lived out in the lives of the congrega-
tion. He must be all in a man's ministry. The great work of the ministry, as I see it
and as the Church of England sees it according to the old Prayer Book, is to
uplift Christ. "We preach," says Paul, "not ourselves but Christ Jesus the
Lord." This was Paul's message when he went to Rome.

Do you remember how in the Epistle to the Hebrews as it draws to a close the
writer says, "Remember them who have the rule over you who have spoken unto
you the word of God, remembering the end of their conversation, Jesus Christ, the
same, yesterday, today and for ever"? A Christless religion is worthless. It is posi
tively harmful. But Paul found Christ a theme wonderfully rich and everlastingly
fresh. He never tired of this wonderful message, this wonderful Saviour, and,
indeed, all the great preachers of the past have been one in mind with the Apostle
Paul. Take, for instance, Martin Luther, the great pioneer of the Reformation on
the Continent of Europe. He says somewhere in one of his writings: "We preach
Christ always. This may seem a limited and a monotonous subject likely soon to be
exhausted but we are never at the end of it." It was a theme fresh and fertile. Or take
Charles Wesley and you will find how Christ-centred are his wonderful hymns, for
instance,.this one,

"Thou, O Christ, art all I want,
More than all in Thee I find."
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Or another hymn which is based on the 45th Psalm which beings,
"My heart is full of Christ

And longs its glorious matter to declare."

And Paul knew that only Christ could meet the deepest need of the hearts of
men. He is indeed the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. He
means everything to the believing soul. Christ is alive. He is accessible. He is
all-sufficing and there is a triumphing adequacy to be found in Him. The
Apostle's hope; the Apostle's Saviour.

THE APOSTLE'S MESSAGE

What was this message? He says, "I hope to come in the fulness of the blessing of
the gospel of Christ". Now the word "Gospel" is rather familiar to us, so much
so that it may have rather lost its freshness. It is a wonderful word. It was first
used, I think, by John Wycliffe in his translation in 1382 and it is thought to have
come from the Anglo Saxon word "God's spell" - meaning Good News - and
the word in the Greek is sometimes translated "Gospel" in our version and
sometimes "Good Tidings" or "Glad Tidings", and that is what the Gospel is.
It is the best of good news. It is the good news of God's love to men that "God so
loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in
him might have everlasting life". It is good news that, while God loves the sinner
and provides the robe of righteousness at the same time He rightly condemns sin,
and Paul says, "in the Gospel is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to
faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith". That is the good news of
salvation "to everyone that believeth". All three Persons in the Godhead are
involved in the Gospel. The Father planned it, the Son procured it. Says Paul,
"This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners", and the Holy Spirit applies it and makes it real in
the experience of men and women. This is no fairy tale. It is no make-believe.
The Gospel is the announcement of what God has done for men in Christ and the
Christian faith is a historical faith. Christ lived and died at a particular time in
history. That is why we have it in the Creed: "He suffered under Pontius
Pilate." This was the message that Paul was commissioned to proclaim and
which it is our privilege to proclaim today, glad tidings, good news.

Do you remember on the plains of Bethlehem on that first Christmas morning
the message came to the shepherds from the angefs, "I bring unto you glad
tidings of great joy"? And Paul, when he was preaching in Antioch in Pisidia,
says, "We declare unto you glad tidings". This was the message he was to take to
Rome and the Gospel, indeed, is just that - good news, glad tidings. Take again
the Epistle to the Philippians, and I think if you go through it carefully you will
find the Apostle Paul uses that word "joy" no less than eighteen times, and yet,
when he wrote that Epistle, he was in prison. He was chained to a soldier
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in Rome, but Paut never allowed the passing clouds to obscure the glory of
heaven. He had seen the risen Christ. The Gospel had become his very own, and
that experience transformed every-thing else and even in that prison cell the
Gospel was still the best of good news. And so Paul was hoping to come to
Rome, not with views, but with news, the most striking of all communications.
And the Gospel is not men's theorising about God. It is God's message to men.
One day the poet Tennyson was on holiday and enquired of the woman of the
house where he was staying, "Was there anything of good note in the news?"
and the woman said, "There is only one piece of good news I know, Christ died
for sinners", and, said Tennyson, "Well, that is old news and good news and
new news" - and so it is, glad tidings.

Fourthly, Paul was to go to Rome, in

..THE FT.JLNESS OF THE BLESSING OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST''

The word ''blessing" in the Gospel lights up the whole of a man's life. It brings
joy and peace and security. It exercises a profound influence on those who
receive it. It enlightens the mind, it quickens the conscience, it purifies the
heart, it enriches the life, and to the believing soul the Gospel is not dead history.
It is not cold doctrine, but it is a warm, living experience, and Paul speaks of it in
terms of fulness and of blessing, and you will find if you go through the New
Testament that Paul more than once speaks of it as "my Gospel" . It had become
personally good news to him and so he could say of Christ, "He loved me and
gave himself for me". But, alas, the word "Gospel" has become so common-
place, it has become tarnished and enfeebled by constant and unreflected use.
Oh let the wonder of it grip us! Paul was still very much in love with the Gospel. It
was still in all its freshness as it had been from the very first. May it be so in us!
So Paul speaks of it as "my Gospel".

He speaks of it in other places as the glorious Gospel. Paul had seen many
wonderful and glorious things in his travels. He must have been one of the best
travelled men in his day. He had seen the work of artists and architects and
sculptors but he had seen something far more great and wonderful in the
message of the Gospel of the One who loved to the uttermost and gave Himself a
ransom for all. Yes, this Gospel is spoken of as a blessing.

But, notice the word "fulness". The Gospel is the greatest enriching agency in
the world and the Gospel brings, not impoverishmenf, but enrichment. You see,
it runs counter to what people think because people outside the Church think if
you embrace the Gospel, if you become a Christian, you have said "goodbye" to
hanniness. iov and so on. Not at all. The reverse is true. The Gospel brings

:.r dl our life, and the Gospel meant everything to Paul. Having
*rgn'cerrl rr himself, he spent all his powers in proclaiming it to others, and
t :k c:d ::aJ ior it.
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What is the Gospel to us? Maybe you have sat under it a long time, but what
does it mean to you? Oh that it would come fresh as it did always with Paul,
something wonderful, something of surprising beauty, something that moved
him to go to the ends of the earth, as it was then known, to preach the
unsearchable riches of Christ.

Here, then, is Paul's hope to preach in Rome. Here is Paul's Saviour, Christ
Himself. Here is Paul's message, the Gospel of the grace of God in all its fulness
and in all the depths of its blessing.

May such a Gospel be precious to us, for His Name's sake, Amen.

M.H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

TIIE SUNDIAL

WE HAD A SPECIAL ANNMRSARY recently and were given a beautiful
sundial as a present. It is made from a red sandstone base with the device on top
made from bronze. This can be used to tell the time during the hours of sunlight.
The fixed metal arm casts a shadow on the dial which is marked out in hours.
Provided the sundial has been fixed properly with the arm pointing in a
north-south direction then this can tell the time fairly accurately according to
the position of the sun.

Our sundial also has the words "Tbmpus Fugit" cast in the metal. These
Latin words mean "Time Flies". This is a reminder for anyone looking at
the sundial that the time of our life passes very quickly; Older people often
complain about how quickly time passes, whereas you perhaps feel that the time
is just crawling until your birthday or holiday. When we feel that time is passing
quickly it should make us realise how precious each moment is. Ethan, the writer
of Psalm 89, prays to the Lord to reveal Himself to him, remembering how short
his time is. We too should pray to God to bless us and use us in His service,
because our time is short too.

Paul warns us, as he writes to the Ephesian Church, to be careful how we
behave from day to day, using each day wisely. "Redeeming the time, because
the days are evil." What a responsibility for us, to use each hour that God
gives us, in a way that is pleasing to Him. Time is a gift from God and should
be used for Him. "My times are in thine hand," said David. Are we conscious
of that fact too?
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We probably look at the clock or our watch (not so often at a sundial) many
times in the day to find out if it is time to leave for school, or go to Church, or
have our meal. "Is it time yet?" we often ask. Sometimes the answer is "No, it ii
not time yet to do that or to go there". But if our question was "Is it time to seek
the Lord?", the answer would always be YES. "It is time to seek the Lord," the
Bible says. "NOW is the accepted time, behold NOW is the day of salvation."

The words on the sundial, "Tempus Fugif", should remind us of more than
just the quick passing of time - it should warn us to use the time we have for the
most important thing in life - the salvation of our soul. This is found only by
trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ and loving Him for what He has done on the
cross for sinners like us.

PIJZZLE

In the Bible times, the hours were counted from daybreak to sunset. The 3rd
hour would be equivalent to 9 a.m., the 6th hour to midday and so on.

From the chapters find the times at which the following events took place.

l. When Andrew met Jesus he went to see where He lived. He decided to stav
because it was late. What time was it? (John l).

2. At what time did Jesus sit on Jacob's well to rest and speak to the woman
of Samaria? (John 4).

3. At what hour did the nobleman's son begin to get better? (John 4).

4. At what hour of the day was Jesus crucified? (Mark 15).

5. At what hour on the same day did darkness fall over the land? (Mark l5).

6. At what hour did Jesus die? (Mark l5).

7. When did Peter begin to preach his sermon on the Day of Pentecost?
(Acts 2).

8. What time was known as the hour of prayer? (Acts 3).

9. At what time did Peter see a vision which encouraged him to share the
Gospel with Cornelius the centuiion? (Acts l0).

10. At what hour of the night did the soldiers take Paul to Felix the governor?
(Acts 23).

"The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but especially the preaching of th'e
Word, an effectual means of convincing and converting sinners, and of building
them up in holiness and comfort, through faith, unto salvation." Shorter
Catechism, Answer to Question 89.



188 The GospelMagazine

Ideals in Conduct and Character
C. C.  J .  BUTLIN (Shef f ie ld)

"Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted" (Motthew 5:4)

IT SEEMS EVIDENTthatthelawsof theKingdomof God (as statedby Jesusin
the Sermon on the Mount) were primarily for His committed followers, then and
since. For several reasons this seems to be so:

(i) Only followers, prepared by divine grace, led of the Spirit, could ever
hope to attain such ideals in conduct and character.

(ii) Again, if the laws and principles of the Sermon on the Mount do express
the mind and will of God, they must still be the divine standard.

In our text the word "Blessed" is sometimes translated "Happy" - Happy
are the merciful, and so on. Yet blessedness has a deeper, richer meaning than
mere happiness; this blessedness is a human foretaste of the blessedness of
Heaven. In the very nature of things a person needs to be blessed here - to be
blessed there. It is helpful to note the sequence of the beautitudes. Following
"Blessed are the poor in spirit . . . " are the words "Blessed are they that
mourn . . . " . Mourning for the past - lost opportunities. Mourning over past
sins and failures. Mourning over one's slowness of spiritual progress.

This beautitude must have had a big impact upon those who first heard the
words of Christ. The whole nation of God's people was suffering misery and a
sense of degradation. There were several reasons for this gloom:

(i) The whole country was occupied by the Romans. It was oppressed and
enduring a down-trodden political condition.

(ii) There was also widespread illness and disease among the inhabitants.
(iii) In addition, the heart was eaten out of their religious observancies -

priests and people were, for the most part, just -"going through the
motions".

In the face of such prevailing conditions Jesus said: "Blessed are they that
mourn: for they shall be comforted." He was not mocking them, but uttering
words of truth. Far from being empty and ironical words they were full of
promise for those who would receive them. He had come, the Great Physician,
"to bind up the broken-hearted, to give the oil of joy for mourning, the garment
of praise for the spirit of heaviness".

The Gospels relate examples of the comfort promised to those who mourn.
(i) For example, the woman who came behind Jesus as He reclined at a meal.

With tears of contrition for her past life she washed His feet, and dried
them with her hair. She had lost a great deal in life, and she mourned her
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' loss. However, she had not lost everything: she still had love and faith
and maybe hope of better things. She heard the words: "Thy faith hath

. saved thee; go in peace." "Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall
be comforted."

(ii) In the story of the two men who went into the temple to pray (Luke
l8:lOff.) one only mourned over his past life. He is seen with lowered
eyes, smiting his breast and saying: "God be merciful to me a sinner."
"This man," said Jesus, "went down to his house justified rather than the
other" (the Pharisee, who lauded his own good deeds). "For everyone,"
said Jesus, "that exalteth himself shall be abased, and he that humbleth
himself shall be exalted".

(iii) Another who mourned and was comforted was Peter, who had denied his
Master, saying: "I know not the man" (Matthew 26:74). After the arrest
of Jesus, Peter, having followed afar off, was warming himself at the fire
in the Judgment Hall. Yet even he had not lost all - he could still mourn.
The narrative goes on: "Christ, being led away by his captors, turned and
looked upon Peter. Peter went out and wept bitterly" (Luke 22:61-62).
Two days later, following the Crucifixion, the apostles were saying among
themselves: "The Lord is risen indeed . . . and hath appeared to Peter."
"Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted."

There were others who were mourning for lost loved ones. They also were
comforted by Jesus. Mary and Martha were mourning for their brother
Lazarus, and the widow of Nain going to bury her son. One who did not
mourn and who received no divine comfort was Judas . . . who had betrayed his
Master. He too, like Peter, went out, but not to weep. We do not read of one tear
shed by him. For him there was no mourning for his sin, no comfort and a
suicide's grave.

In comforting the mourners Christ was fulfilling the prophetic Scriptures. As
the psalmist had foretold: "He healeth the broken in heart and bindeth up their
wounds." How many thousands since then have been heart-broken at the foot
of His Cross . . . and found comfort. John Bunyan's pilgrim had no comfort, joy
or peace until he came mourning to that Cross. Then the burden of his sins rolled
down from his back down the hill, and he saw them no more.

Christ came to comfort all that mourn. . . . His ministry now is but a continua-
tion of His compassionate ministry then. He sees the glistening of the tears and
the shining of the stars. In Psalm 147 we read: "He healeth the broken in heart,
and bindeth up their wounds. He telleth the number of the stars. . . . Great is our
Lord. . . . His understanding is infinite." "They that sow in tears, shall reap in
joy." The Master Himself - a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief -
went forth weeping . . . bearing precious seed. . . . He shall doubtless come again
with rejoicing, bringing His sheaves with Him. "They that sow in tears shall
reap in joy."
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They that iow . . . sow in repentance and contrition. Such as David, Mary
Magdalene and Peter. "Blessed are they that mourn" - that is the sowing.
"They shall be comforted" - that is the harvest. They that sow, sow in faith."He that believeth on the Son" - that is the sowing - "shall have eternal
life" - that is the reaping . They thot sow, sow in obedience. "If ye keep my
commandments" - that is the sowing - "ye shall abide in my love" - that is
the reaping. They that sow, sow in loyalty. "Behold," said Peter, "we have left
all and followed thee" - that is the sowing. "Ye shall sit on twelve thrones . . .
and shall inherit life eternal" - that is the harvest.

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. "He that goeth forth weeping, bearing
precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves
with him."

In a fuller, deeper sense the Sower in Tears is the Man of Sorrows Himself.
He has accomplished the seedtime of affliction which, one day, will yield its
glorious harvest. "He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied. "

He who asked, "Is there any sorrow like unto my sorrow?" also said: "Blessed
are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.

The Peace Initiative
JOHN H. ALGAR (Tipton, Staffs)

"Btessed are the peocemakerttliillif;lri,T,lj,be catted the chitdren of God"

THESE WORDS are among the best-known of those spoken by our Lord. But,
as always, it is one thing to admire the words but quite another to try and put
them into practice. Thus, throughout history, men and wo{nen have found what
a great and complex undertaking it is to be a peacemaker. It oftens brings them
misunderstanding, or worse, from those they seek to reconcile; they make
painful discoveries about human blindness, stubbornness and prejudice; they
have to go deep realising that outward agreement oftt-;n obscures inward enmity;
and, perhaps hardest of all, they have to recognise that peace in itself is not the
most important thing - if it is gained at the expense of truth and justice, the
peacemaker has failed.

Such reflections are appropriate at this season, for now we celebrate what
might be called the greatest peace initiative of all time. By that we mean God's
plan to reconcile not just men or nations but heaven and earth, Himself and
sinners ! For the great climax of that plan was when Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
came down from heaven and was made Man, so that not only by His teaching
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but by His perfect obedience to the Law of God, and by His death on the Cross as
an atonement for sin, He might bridge that terrible gulf between a holy, holy,
holy God, and sinful men.

Let us note particularly some wondrous features of this great peace initiative.
(l) Human peacemaking, as we have seen, is very demanding in patience,

wisdom, zeal and even suffering. God's peace plan is likewise demanding, but
with two significant differences. His plan requires a quality of character and self-
gving quite beyond human comprehension; and secondly, all these requirements
are provided by one side. It is God's wisdom, God's power, God's patience, God's
self-sacrifice, that accomplishes the plan. "He . . . spared not His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all." . . . "Being in the very nature of God (Jesus) did not
consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing,
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness . . . and became
obedient to death - even death on a cross." . . . "The zeal ofthe Lord of hosts
will perform this. ' ' God does not invite us to a peace conference where we can try
and work something out together, strike bargains, or see how much each is
prepared to give up. His call is "Come, for all things are now ready".

(2) Asecond wonder of God's peace initiative is that, unlike so many human
arrangements, a blind eye is not turned, no difficulty is shelved which might turn
up later and spoil everything, no principle is compromised in the slightest degree.
This is so for two reasons: God is the searcher of hearts, and when He makes
peace with a human soul, He is in full possession of all the facts. "The best friend
to have is the one who knows the worst about you." Second, God's peace plan
provides for the complete satisfaction of all the requirements of His own Law.

That is what was happening when "God sent forth His Son, made of a
woman, made under the law". So a life of perfect righteousness and a death
which was a perfect sacrifice for sin, both accomplished in our human nature,
discharged completely all the claims of God's Law.

Then when God declares peace, it is not because He overlooks anything, or
decides to be lenient and waives the requirements of His holiness (that is
impossible and we should rejoice that it is so). It is rather because all is known, all
is taken into account, all is satisfied and settled. As a result, God's peace is not
the "precarious peace" that we know so well from human affairs. No wonder
Jesus said to His disciples, "Your joy no man taketh from you".

(3) The third wonder of God's peace initiative that we shall mention briefly is
something deeply mysterious, but God's plan would be grievously misrepre-
sented if it was overlooked. The wonder is this: God's peace plan is completely
successful and at each stage achieves exactly what God intends.

It is necessary to emphasise this because many seem to have the picture of a
wonderful work of God which is largely thwarted through human unbelief and
indifference. But is it conceivable that God would work such marvels in Jesus
Christ in a plan going back (as the Bible explains) not only to the beginning of the
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world but into eternity, and then leave it in mid-air, so to speak, and see who
would take it up? No, God's plan is deeper and surer than that!

Two points about it are relevant: First, the plan itself specifies who will share
in it. It is a great multitude out of every nation and all periods of human history,
but each one is known only to God. Second, the plan has something never seen in
any human arrangements, namely a hidden power which comes to work within
all those destined to share in God's peace, drawing them, and enabling them to
fulfil all the conditions. The plan involves not only the Father in heaven and the
Son coming to earth but also the Holy Spirit coming to men's hearts.

That is why "when the roll is called up yonder" not one who was in the plan
will be missing. Unlike any other, this peace initiative will be found to have been
wholly successful.

But finally, we must remember that these details are known only to God.
"The Lord knoweth them that are his." We are not permitted to see the list of
names, or to read the Book of Life. We are called, and called solemnly and
earnestly, to hearken to God's Word, to understand His plan, to receive with all
our heart His Christ as "our peace" with Him, to plead for His Spirit to work in
us. Only when such things are true of me can I begin to hope that I am included
in the plan.

That is why we have called the way of salvation - God's peace initiative.

"LJnderstandest Thou \ilhat
Thou Readest?"

P. A. COOPER (Ouorn, Leics)

Acts 8:30

r meeting in tt e Oesert. Two men, oneHERE WE HAVE an instructive story of a
seeking to know the truth and the other was ready to declare it. One, a humble
servant of the Lord, and the other, a man of rank from Ethiopia. Philip was the
deacon evangelist who had been conducting a mission in the city of Samaria in
the border country of Israel - in Philistine country. It was a great city and many
responded to the call of the evangelist when he "preached Christ to them"
(verse 5). It says that there was ' 'great joy in the city' ' . Oh, for great j oy in our
cities. Alas, in so many, Christ is not preached to them and many city dwellers
do not hear of Him who came to save.

It must have been a time of great j oy for the evangelist, for it says,''the people
believed Philip's preaching about the Kingdom of God and the name of the Lord
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JesUs and they were baptised both men and women". What an experience for
rhat city! Wherever the Gospel is proclaimed there is joy and things can never
be the same again.

From the work in the city, Philip is given a fresh mission - to reach one man
- the Ethiopian. Maybe, it was all in contrast to the evil Simon who wanted
power not truth, and Philip would find comfort in this new commission.

There Seems to have been two roads, one of which went across the desert.
An unfrequented road, and this is the one the Spirit tells Philip to take. From the
crowded city, to reach a solitary man. Leave the mission in the great city and go
down the lonely road. He asked no questions, but promptly obeyed. Prompt
obedience is one of the truths taught in the Bible - to obey at once when you
know what God wants you to do, this is always the best. He was God-sent, and
so, Spirit-controlled. One step at a time. You may not see the way ahead but
usually it is a one step at a time process. Keep on trusting and obeying, this is the
safest rule. Philip did, and the outcome was wonderful. We read "he arose and
went" (verse 27). No doubt he wondered what, or who, he would meet, and
possibly looked eagerly along the road not taken before, hoping to see some
explanation for the strange instruction - then "Behold" or "Look" - that
great Bible word.

Suddenly, Philip sees the reason for his directions. An African nobleman was
returning home after having been to Jerusalem to worship. He was, Luke tells
us, a man of great authority, and had charge of all the treasure of the Queen of
Ethiopia. He was returning home after attending the ritual in the temple, but he
could not understand what it all meant. Neither his mind nor his heart was
satisfied. With a wondering heart, he was reading the Hebrew Scriptures, the
passage we know as Isaiah 53, and, as was the fashion in those days, he read
aloud. Maybe he chose the lonely desert road to give him quietness and the
opportunity to think. The other road was a busy one, skirting the coast. He was
probably an Ethiopian Jew, since he had their Scriptures. "Give attention to
reading" advised the apostle - happy is the man who reads the Bible and seeks
to understand it. Today, in our modern society, there are so many books that are
unwholesome, which poison the minds of men and women. Beware what you
read and for that matter, what you see. This dark-skinned man was reading the
evangelical prophet Isaiah, and, of all places, the tremendous description of the
suffering Saviour. Remember what Jesus said of the prophets: "These are they
which testify of me." You can read the Bible and know it well, yet, if you do not
come to the One of whom it speaks it is of no avail, except to condemn in the end.
The Scribes and Pharisees knew the Scriptures, but hated the One of whom these
spoke. They would not come to Him.

The command of the Spirit to Philip is ' 'Go and j oin yourself to this chariot' '

and Philip hastens towards the desert train and runs beside the chariot in which
the Chancellor was sitting reading aloud. So the two men met. One man with a
longing heart and the other overflowing with the good news about the Lord
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Jesus. God's unseen hand guided them both. This is the Providence of circum-
stance and we must remember that nothing happens by chance. God overrules.
If you seek His will He will show you. If you wait on Him, He will guide you.
If you seek Him you will be found of Him, and if you, as a Christian, want to
serve Him He will show you what He wants you to do. So God bringi together
these two men. One having left the exciting work in the city, and the other
travelling home to Africa. It is remarkable that the Ethiopian was reading a
passage from the Word which is the kernel of the Gospel - ('[s was led as a
sheep to the slaughter and, like a lamb dumb before his shearers, he opened not
his mouth - his life is taken from the earth."

Philip asks the question - Understandest what thou readest? The noble-
man's reply is honest - No, for how can I except someone guide me? The
longing of his heart is shown in that he invited Philip to come up into the chariot
and sit with him. He was eternally grateful that Philip asked this question. The
thing he could not understand was who was the sufferer? Was it the prophet
writing of himself or some other man? It was, of course, some other Man, the
man Christ Jesus, and Philip, using the same Scripture, tells the incomparable
story of the Lord Jesus. As the chariot rolled on in the desert, he tells the old, old
story of redeeming love -'the story of the One who died to save us. Faithful
Philip, blessed treasurer!

The Gospel, of course, is all about Jesus'. He is the sum and substance of it.
Without Him there is no Gospel. It is the good news about Him and what He has
done and is doing, and will do. Philip would tell the story of His birth, His
sojourn in Nazareth and His amazing ministry among men. As Peter later told
the centurion Cornelius, Jesus "went about doing good". Teaching, healing,
blessing, pouring out of Himself to the needy and outcast. How gladly would he
tell of Jesus going to His cross, His agony and pain when He was lifted up to die.
Then, of course, Philip would tell of the wonder of His return from the grave -
how He conquered death and sin - the sending of power at Pentecost. What a
wonderful story. In the compass of verse 35 is the Gospel we love.

Understandest thou?
Do you understand what is written in the Scriptures? ian it be understood?

Can we mortals understand what it means? Not with the natural heart or mind.
Many clever people are quite in the dark about spiritual things. It is because the
Spirit of God has not quickened them. When He illumines the heart and mind,
then we begin to understand - even though we might not understand all. It truly
is the Mystery Divine. Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.
By faith we understand says the writer to the Hebrews. Once we believe, then we
begintounderstand, thoughweshal lneverunderstandi ta l l . � �

What are the important things to understand as we read the record of the Son
of God? What specially in the words of the prophet Isaiah? Well, first we must
understand our sinnership. "All we like sheep have gone astray - we have
turned every one to his own way." We are all included here. Without exception,
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we have gone astray into sin and are, by nature, far from God. If you don't know
you :ue lost you will never seek salvation. Truth is, we are oll lost, until found by
Jesus Christ. and that's what He came to do.

Then, secondly, we must understand that salvation is a gift. It is free and it is
for the guilty. It is not a reward for being good. There is none good save God.
Jesus never came to save those who consider themselves good. He came to save
lost sinners. He said, "I am going to give my life as a ransom for many". You
cannot earn or buy a place in Heaven. All the treasure that the Chancellor of
Ethiopia had, could not purchase a place in the Glory, nor buy pardon for sin.
It is absolutely free.

The next great truth to understand is this - That the Lord laid on Jesus the
iniquity of us all. He bore our sin in His body on the tree. His death on the cross
was for His people. When you read His story it is not about a man who was
martyred or who fell foul of the powers that be, though it may seem like this. The
truth is He went deliberately to death, and when He died, it was because God had
laid on Him the burden of our sin. He was sinless but He took our sin in His own
body to Calvary's tree. There, desolation, darkness, pain and death, the
consequences of sin - all that was due to the guilty sinner - He bore Himself.
He took our sins and buried them forever in the grave. Sin was put away and
there was pardon for whosoever would believe. Oh, we may not grasp the depth
of it, but it is true - He died for us. The writer of this article has never forgotten
the day when he first believed and understood this. It was a day never to be
forgotten. The nobleman had beeh to Jerusalem and seen all the splendour of
the temple ritual, the sacrifices, the priests solemnly clothed, the Levites singing
(remember God had departed) and all of it never moved his heart nor brought
him peace - the peace he so earnestly sought. Many today have what they call
correct worship orders, splendid music, fine apparel, but all these do not reach
the heart. These touch, at the most, our emotions, but never bring peace to the
sinful heart or a burdened soul. Tradition, formality and custom often hides the
truth and seldom reveals it.

So, Philip pointed his listener to Jesus. We read, "he opened his mouth and
preached unto him Jesus". All the sacrifices of the temple, and the words of the
prophets, all point to Christ, the Lamb of God. All the history of Israel is bound
up in the coming of the Christ and it still is. He will come to liberate them at His
second appearing. So Philip points the seeking man to Jesus for only Jesus can
satisfy the heart and give peace and pardon to those who come to Him. There are
those who want to modify the Gospel - to bring it up to date and make it fit the
fancies of men. Paul was right when he said "God forbid that I should glorysave
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ". The good news of Jesus is never stale,
never old-fashioned - it is up to date, fresh, life-giving, and is the power of
God to salvation.

If you know Jesus you have everything and all the promises of God are "Yes"

and "Amen" in Him.
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The Ethiopian saw that Jesus died to save him and the deepest need of his
heart was met at last. How long they rode together we don't know - possibly a
few hours, certainly long enough for Philip to tell the wondrous story.

Then comes the second question. Not Philip's, but the convert's. See here is
water, what doth hinder me to be baptised? No doubt in his story Philip had told
him of Jesus' words, He that believeth and is baptised shall be saved. Confession
must come into it. The eager heart of the man from Africa wanted to confess the
Saviour he had found. Philip's answer to the question is important. If, with all
your heart, you believe, you may. It is in the heart where the work is done. With
the heart man believeth unto righteousness and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation. Many give assent with the mind but not the heart. It is the
heart that God deals with in the realm of salvation. The nobleman's heart was
touched and made new and he would gladly confess the Saviour. So, they both
go down into the water, and Philip baptises him. There was no assembled
Church there, no apostle, but Heaven recorded it and angels beheld it. It was a
quiet baptism on the desert road, no doubt looked on by the attendants and
servants of the man, but it was a confession and this sealed the work for which
Philip was called from the big city to the lonely road.

Now, the nobleman had the Scriptures in his hand, and Christ Jesus in his
heart and he had all he needed. Sins forgiven, a Saviour known - it was the new
beginning and he was glad. Then, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip and
he vanished from the man new born. How shall he do? Who shall guide him?
Shall he search for Philip, send off his servants to find him? No, he goes on his
way rejoicing! Christ had made him glad. He had found peace and joy in Jesus
and he was filled with rapture. Oh that men could see how glad Jesus makes us.
Our faces should shine with His peace and joy, so that men would take
knowledge of us that we had been with Him.

So, pardoned, forgiven, made an heir of Heaven, the dark-skinned man goes
towards home rejoicing. He had found what the outward forms of religion could
not give him - new life in Christ.

Philip went on preaching the wondrous story in all cities: Tradition tells us the
Queen's Chancellor took the Gospel home with him and that the Queen was
converted - the glad obedience of the humble layman was the link in a great
work - the Church had arrived in Africa.

Two men and two questions - and Jesus the answer to the heart's deepest
need. Be sure you understand - and then be sure yqu confess our Lord Jesus.

God has but three things dear unto Him in this world: His sarnfs, His worship,
and His truth. And it is hard to sav which of these is dearest unto Him.

Thomas Goodwin
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The Word of God - a Bible Study
W. J. PARKER (Colwyn Bay)

1. THE IDENTITY OF THE WORD OF GOD

THE PHRASE, The Word of God, has a three-fold meaning:
(i) Sometimes it is used in Scripture as an utterance of God; for example, He

resolved to create the universe. In this sense it is used in Hebrews I I : 3 : ' 'Through

faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that
things which are seen were not made of things which do appear." Plato and
other Greek philosophers believed that God made the world out of matter
previously existent. This was the root of the theory of evolution, which is here
contradicted by the inspired writer. God spoke, and it was so. This principle is
seen in other scriptures, for example when Christ said to the Tempter (Matthew
4:4): "It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." In His decrees God involves His infinite
attributes of wisdom, knowledge, and power, so that "All things work together
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose" (Romans 8:28). So God's decrees are called His Word.

(ii) The Son of God, the second Person of the Holy Trinity, is called the Word
of God, because, just as words give us information about things, so God
communicates with us through His Son, and reveals Himself to us. Christ in His
teaching, life, death, and resurrection, reveals to us the being and nature of God.
John wrote in his Gospel (l : l, 3, 4 and | 4): " In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . . All things were made by
him. . . . In him was life; and the life was the light of men. . . . The Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father) full of grace and truth." And in his first Epistle (l: l-3):
"That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands handled, of the Word
of life (for the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and
shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested
unto us); that which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also
may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and
with his Son Jesus Christ." So we see that the Saviour is the Word of God to us.

(iii) The Bible is also called the Word of God because it is the inspired record
of the works and words of God through the prophets of the Old Testament from
Moses to Malachi, in preparation through the Jewish nation, for the coming of
the Messiah, and the New Covenant. The Bible is the handbook and guide, the
final authority, and sufficient exposition of the Gospel of Salvation for the
Church in its ministry among all nations.

r97
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. 
2. TIIE NATT'RE OF THE WORD OF GOD 

'

The Word of God is described as:
(i) Pure. Psalm l9:8: "The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening

the eyes." With the Word of God, men are able to understand the difference
between good and evil, and the moral foundation of all God's works.

(ii) Perfect. Psalm l9:7: "The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul:
the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. " These words assure
us that the Word of God is perfectly fitted for the purpose of God, which is the
restoration of the fellowship of God and man, which has been broken by sin.
The Word, with the illumination of the Holy Spirit, is powerful in converting the
heart of sinful men, and enables them to see things as they really are, as God
sees them.

(iii) Sure. Psalm lll:7-8 and 9-10: "The works of his hands are verity and
judgment; all his commandments are sure. They stand fast for ever and ever, and
are done in truth and uprightness. . . . He sent redemption unto his people: he
hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name. The fear
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that
do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever."

(iv) Truth. Psalm ll9:142 and l5l: "Thy righteousness is an everlasting
righteousness, and thy law is the truth. . . . Thou art near, O Lord; and all thy
commandments are truth."

(v) Enduring. Isaiah 40:8: "The word of our God shall stand for ever."
Created things all change - the harvest, the weather, the nations, the people,
etc., all change. But God and His Word are forever. So (verse 3l) "theythat wait
upon the Lord shall renew their strength . . . they shall walk, and not faint".

(vi) Effective. Isaiah 55: I I : "So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my
mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it."

(vii) Sanctifnng. Ephesians 5:25-26: "Christ . . . loved the church and gave
himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by
the word." The Spirit breathes upon the Word and brings the truth to sight.
Precepts and promises afford a sanctifying light.

(viii) Inspired. 2 Peter l:21: "Prophecy came not in old time by the will of
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. ' ' In this
manner the Scripture has come to us to bring us the Word of God.

3. THE APOSTOLIC INJUNCTIONS

In the New Testament there is a comprehensive body of teaching by the Apostles
on how the Church must receive the written Word of God.

Acts I l: l: The Word is equally for the whole Church.
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Acts 17: l0-l l: The Bereans were more noble than those of another Church
in that they "received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the
scriptures daily".

Acts 4:28-31: The Apostles set an example of preaching the Word boldly.
Acts 8:9ff: The Apostles allowed the preaching of the pure Gospel alone,

no bribery, no sorcery.
Acts l8:9-l l: Paul spent a whole year and six months, preaching and teaching

the Gospel in Corinth.
I Peter 3: l-6: Peter instructs wives how to win their husbands to obeying the

Word of God.
James 1: James instructs believers to be "doers of the word and not hearers

only". Believers must be "all out" for Jesus.
2 Timothy 2:15: Paul urges Timothy and all believers to be students. "Study

to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth." We must handle the Word with accuracy.

Rev. 22: 18-19: We may not add to or take away anything taught in
God's Word.

The Word of God is to the Christian his standard of conduct (Titus 2:5), his
source of new life (l Peter l:23) and his spiritual food (l Peter 2:2).

4. THE WORD IN ACTION

In the application of the New Covenant, there is a close link between the work of
the living Word, the Saviour, and the written Word, the Bible, the Holy Spirit of
God, and the Church of God. The part of the written Word is seen in Hebrews
4:12: "The word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword . . . and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. ' ' This could
be described as divine surgery! Man is having a surgical implant. It is described in
James l:21: "Receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save
your souls. " Christ taught this same truth in His parable of the sower in Luke 4:4
and 8: I l, l5: "Man shall not live by bread alone, but byeveryword of God" and
"The seed is the word of God. . . . that on the good ground are they, which in an
honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with
patience." This is a picture of the believer who "being born again not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever" (l Peter l:23). So to receive the Word of God is to receive
Christ into the heart. And to receive Christ is to obeythe Word of God. Paul put
this in a different way when he wrote: "But we all, with open face beholding as in
a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to
glory, even by the Spirit of the Lord" (2 Corinthians 3:18).

Thus to receive Christ is to enter into a spiritual experience which has a
deepening effect as time goes on. Here are three testimonies from the Bible:
(I) Jeremiah the prophet (l5: 16): "Thy word was to me the joy and rejoicing of
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my heart." (2) Isaiah said (8:20): "To the law and to the testimony: if they speak
not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them." (3) Paul said:
"Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you
by us, we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." Jeremiah had
also said, "His word wa$ in my heart as a fire", and Paul had caught the vision
to preach the Gospel worldwide because his heart was as a fire with love
for the Saviour.

5. CONCLUSION

Christ, in the High Priestly prayer in John 17 , prayed: "I have given unto them
the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known
surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send
me. . . . Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on
me through their word."

In this prayer Jesus prayed for four things:
(l) That they also may be one, as we are one.
(2) That they also may be with me, where I am.
(3) That they may behold my glory.
(4) That the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I

in them.
Is Jesus in our heart? If so, meditate on these things, and upon His moral

glory, as one day you shall see His heavenly glory.

"O Christ He is the fountain,
The deep sweet well of love;
The streams on earth I've tasted,
More deep I'll drink above;

Iffi.:.ruffxxjtlT:"
And glory, glory dwelleth .
In Immanuel's land."

"Could we with ink the ocean fill;
Were all the skies of parchmerlt made;
Were every blade of grass a quill
And every man a scribe by trade. )

To write the love of God to man
Would drain the ocean dry,
Nor could the scroll contain the whole
Though stretched from sky to sky."
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Bible Spreading Union
GIVING AWAY GOD'S WORD -

FOR A HUNDRED YEARS

ruST OVER A HUNDRED YEARS AGO, a Protestant Alliance meeting in
East London was disturbed by a group of unbelievers. As they interrupted the
proceedings, Mr. E. A. Toms was struck by the spiritual ignorance of these men.
bonsidering their sad state he realised that the only way to dispel such darkness
was to sp.eid the light. Immediately, two verses from the Bible came to mind -

..LET THERE BE LIGHT''
(Genesis l:3)

and
..THE ENTRANCE OF THY WORDS GIVETH LIGHT''

(Psalm 119:130)

Three months later, on zth August, 1894, the BIBLE SPREADING UNION
was formed; its sole aim being the free distribution of the Bible - God's eternal
Word of Truth. This objective has never changed, and neither has God's
promise - that His Word will accomplish His purposes (see Isaiah 55:11). Still
irue to the original concept of spreading the lightby using only faithful versions,
the BIBLE Spnn,q.On{G UNION continues to give away the Authorised
Version, or an equally reliable translation oversees.

Almighty God has graciously preserved the work and, to date, around 65'000
copies oi the Bible have been sent throughout the world. The BIBLE SPREAD-
ING UNION also acknowledges its close association with the Trinitarian Bible
Society, who have provided Bibles from the very beginning.

Secretarial duties have passed from the founder to his son and, subsequently,
to his grandson. Further details can be obtained from him -

Mr. Stephen A. Toms
Secretary

The Bible Spreading Union i

1 Donald Way
Chelmsford

Essex CM2 9JB

Telephone: 01245 26E815
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Tracts of Tluth (3)
NIcEL W. BOWDEN (Ptvmouth)

ETERNAL PUNISHMENT _ A BIBLICAL REALITY
"AND THESE shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous
into life eternal" (Matthew 25:46).

" . . . The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power . . . 'l
(2 Thessalonians I :7-9).

"Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth. that
shall he also reap" (Galatians 6:7).

"It is not possible to say too much about christ. But it is quite possible to say
too little about hell" (Bishop J. c. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on st. Mark).

How often does one hear nowadays a full-blooded sermon on eternal punish-
ment? It must be answered, practically never. Yet the doctrine of eternal
punishment provided a motive of urgency for Christian missions and a deterrent
for keeping sinful humanity on the straight and narrow path. Intellectual
attitudes were changed when Darwin and Freud posed the question whether man
was responsible for his sins. The doctrine of eternal punishment was neve(
overtly repudiated, but quietly buried.

As a matter of fact 20th century Western society has become deeply suspicious
of the whole concept of punishment for wrong-doing. our judicial and prison
systems tend to want to deal with criminals purely in terms of deterring them or
reforming them, not in terms of punishing them. we have lost sight of just
punishment as a concept. The European Courts have outlawed corporal punish-
ment in schools. Down the last thirty years innumerable modern psychologists,
from Dr. Spock to the so-called magazine "agony aunts", have told us that the
whole idea of punishment is wrong and unhelpful. There is even now an
influential pressure group, E.P.o.c.H. (i.e. "End Punishment of children"),
which is working hard for the government to make all physical punishment of
children illegal.

Living in what has been termed a post-christian era, when the authority and
influence of the Bible has drastically declined, our society has taken what it has
deemed best in Christian ethics and discarded the rest. We see ourselves as a
caring, tolerant, understanding and humanitarian society, in which the concept
of punishment has no place. Indeed, tolerance has been almost elevated to a
supreme virtue, if not the supreme virtue.
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Notwithstanding all this, the doctrine of eternal punishment is a biblical
rcelity. Holy Scripture teaches clearly that there will be a division at the final
Judgment between those who are variously described as the righteous and the
s-icked, or the elect and the non-elect, or those whose names were found written
in the Book of Life and those whose were not (see the following passages:
Daniel l2:l-3; Malachi 3:18; Matthew l3:30, 39-43, l3:49ff .,25:32ff ., 41, 46;
2 Corinthians 2:15-16; Revelation 20:ll-15).

The common biblical word for the fate of those who pass under the judgment
of God is Hell. The fearful idea of eternal punishment is in the very warp and
woof of the New Testament; it is an inescapable part of its fabric, as the
followingpassagesclearlydemonstrate:Matthew5:29-30,l0:28;Mark9:43,45,
.17; Luke l2:5; James 3:6, etc. Other plain N.T. references to the fate of the
unjustified are in I Peter 3:19;2Peter 2:4; Romans l:l8ff.; 2 Corinthians
2:15-16; Ephesians 2:3; Philippians 3:19; 2 Thessalonians l:7-10; I Thessa-
lonians 5:3; 2 Thessalonians 2:10; Revelation 20:14-15.

It will be observed that the teaching of Scripture here is quite unambiguous
and of awesome seriousness. Clearly those who remain unrepentant when
confronted with the Gospel, who reject His will when it is made known unto
them, and who continue through their lives in the blasphemy and rebellion
which sin implies, will face a fearful judgment, after which they " . . . will go
away into everlasting punishment" (Matthew 25:46).

It is freely admitted that some of the language employed to describe Hell is
symbolic, just as is the language used to describe Heaven. Pictorial language is
all that we have to describe realities which lie beyond our present experience.
However, the fact that we are thrown back upon symbols does not mean that we
can disregard them. Let it be clearly understood, these pictures are not the fruit
of a merely human imagination; rather they are God-given, God-inspired
pictures and as such they will not mislead us.

It is important to realise that the Bible is generally restrained in its language
describing Hell. It refrains from indulging in the vivid imaginative excesses of
medieval artists. It does not, for example, use the lurid de-scriptions of Dante
or Milton.

Such is the awesomeness of eternal punishment that, not surprisingly, some
theologians (e.g. F. W. Farrar in the lgth century in thisbookEternal Hope, and
quite recently John Stott, the notable evangelical, in his book Essentiols)have
been drawn to expreis a hope that the punishment of Hell may not in fact be
everlasting, but may be terminated by those under God's judgment eventually
being annihilated and thus no longer suffering. It is, incidently, also the position
of the Jehovah's Witnesses sect, who like some Christians cannot conceive of a
God of love consigning people to eternal ruin. There can be no doubt that
non-existence and oblivion would certainly be a happy release from Hell.

However, annihilation cannot be squared with the teaching of our Lord.
Jesus taught a suffering in Hell which goes on and on for ever and ever and from
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which there is no release. At least three considerations shut us in to the sad truth
of the eternity of Hell:

(l) Heaven and Hell are continually spoken of by Christ as being the final
states of men. He gives no indication in the Gospels that there is another state
beyond Hell, namely non-existence achieved through annihilation.

(2) Our Lord speaks plainly of eternal punishment and eternal fire. He uses
the word "eternal" and does so quite deliberately. It is sometimes argued that
the N.T. word "aionios" which is translated "eternal", has more to do with
quality of life than any idea of duration. Now it is certainly true that eternal life
refers not simply to continuance but to quality. However, a life which has a
temporary nature is inevitably one whose quality is necessarily far from perfect.

(3) In Matthew 25:46both eternal life and eternal punishment are qualified
by the same epithet, "aionios". Now this means that if one introduces some
notion to govern the meaning of the word it must apply on both sides. If one
takes the position that Hell is capable of termination then, to be consistent, we
must believe the same is true of Heaven. Moreover, " . . . life eternal, which is 'to

know the true God and Jesus Christ' (John l7:3), can only be conceived of as
unending and infinite" (A. Carr, St. Matthew, Cambridge Biblefor Schools &
Colleges, p. 196, C.U.P., 1889). Therefore, the punishment of the wicked " . . .
can only be conceived of as unending and infinite". Clearly both Heaven and
Hell are without end.

In conclusion, let it not be said that those who believe the teaching of Holy
Scripture on eternal punishment delight in prophesying evil; gladly would they
rather, as knowing the terrors of the Lord, persuade men while yet there is the
fullest opportunity, the freest invitation, to flee from the wrath to come. Yet at
the same time they cannot be indifferent to the plain teaching of His most Holy
Word: "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap" (Galatians 6:7), and " . . . it is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God" (Hebrews 10:31).

The Surety's Baptism
HORATIUS BONAR

"I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be
accomplished!" (Luke 12:50) 

.i
MESSIAH WAS ANNOUNCED by the prophets as King of Peace and King of
Righteousness. He was to be Solomon and Melchisedec in one, the great antitype
of both. He was to conquer and cast out him who had brought in all the discord,
to restore unity and order to a broken and dismembered world. He was to
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reconcile the various parts of creation, so that not only were God and man,
heaven and earth, to be at one, but even the lower races of creation were to have
rheir variances removed, and the lion and the ox, the wolf and the lamb, the
leopard and the kid, were to dwell together in peace. Everything connected with
Hii Person, His Work, His Word, His Reign, was peace. His was to be the
'' covenant of peace" ; His Name was to be the'' Prince of P eace" and in His days
there was to be "the abundance of peace".

At verse 5l there is an apparent denial of this: "Suppose ye that I am come to
give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division." This, however, clearly
means that the first results of His coming were not the expected ones of peace.
He was indeed coming on an errand of peace, but there was something before
that - something introductory to it, yet altogether unlike it. Before the light
rhere must come the darkness; before the still small voice there must come the
earthquake, the whirlwind and the lightninS. So, before the peace of Messiah's
reign there must come fire and war, and division and persecution and the sword.
Before Israel is planted in their land to enjoy the abundance of Messiah's peace'
there must come the "tribulation such as never was nor shall be".

The fire spoken of in the 4fth verse is not the fire of Pentecost, nor the symbol
of the Holi Ghost, nor the figure of purification. [t is manifestly the fire
of vengeance, so frequently referred to by the prophets as the precursor of
Messiah's coming and reign. Psalm 50:3: "Our God shall come' and shall not
keep silence; a fire shall devour before Him." Psalm 97:3: " Afire goeth before
him, and burneth up his enemies round about." Isaiah 9:5: "This (the last
battle) shall be with burning and fuel of fire." Isaiah 10:17: "And the light of
Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame." lsaiah 66:15: "Behold,

the Lord will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his
anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire and by his sword
(His ..flaming sword", Genesis 3:24) will the Lord plead with all flesh." So John
the Baptist announced Christ as the Avenger who was to ' 'burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire" (Matthew 3:12). So Paul proclaims Him as to come "with

flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God". So do Peter and
Jude, ind John in the Revelation. It is fire that is so spebially and so awfully
associated with Messiah and His day.

of this fire the Lord here speaks; adding, "what will I, if it be already
kindled?", meaning, "Would that that day were come, that day which is to bring
glory to Me and My people, to purge the earth from sin and make all things nerv.
it is not for its own sake, or for the destruction whichit brings, that He longs for
the fire, but for the glorious results that are to follow.

He then announces Himself as the bringer of fire, the kindler pf that terrible
flame in which creation is to be wrapped, when the wicked are consumed, and
when the alloy of the ancient curse is to be burned out of it for ever. "I am come
to send fire on the earth." He tells also with equal distinctness His desire for the
arrival of that awful day. Not that He loves the night, but it is the herald of the
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morn. Not that He desires the day of wrath, but it is the introduction of the day
of everlasting peace.

Having thus adverted to His second coming and the woes then awaiting the
world, He turns to His first coming, and the woes about to come upon Himself.
The world's baptism of fire was certainly to come, but His own baptism of fire
must come first. "I have a baptism to be baptized with." The fire that is to burn
up His enemies and purge creation must first descend on Him, for He is the great
demonstration to the universe that "our God is a consuming fire". The sword
that is to go through the world must first awake against the Man that is
Jehovah's Fellow. The cup of trembling that is to go round the nations must first
be given into His hands. In the sorrow and the wrath and the death that are to
visit this evil world, He must first have the bitter share. O dreadful baptism of the
Son of God, a baptism which the sons of Zebedee vainly thought they could
partake of along with him, a baptism whose shower of infinite wrath was too
fiery, too resistless, to overwhelming, to be borne by any, save One who was
superhuman, superangelic, truly divine; for who but God can bear the wrath of
God and not be totally consumed?

The baptism of the Son of God here spoken of by Himself was the baptism of
wrath, for He who was made sin for us must be baptized with this baptism.
Because of this He cried out in His anguish, "Thy wrath lieth hard upon me;
thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves". "Thy fierce wrath (or burnings) goeth
over me." It was thus that the shower which should have expended itself on us,
exhausted itself on Him. It was thus that righteousness made way for grace, and,
satisfying itself upon the Surety instead of the sinner, proclaimed righteous
pardon to the condemned and righteous liberty to the captive. For the Son of
God there was the baptism of fire, in order that for us there might be the baptism
of grace and peace.

It is the knowledge of this fiery baptism of our divine Surety that gives to us the
reconciliation and the peace which, as sinners, we need. The more thoroughly
that we know that baptism, and enter into its gracious meaning, the more do we
realise the reconciliation of the covenant, and feel assured that there is no
condemnation for us. The knowledge of His condemnation becomes thus the
assurance of our own forgiveness, and the discernment of the wrath that has
come down on Him conveys to us abiding and unchanging peace, because it is
wrath which has wholly and for ever passed away from us.

It was of this fiery baptism that He Himself spoke when He said, "Now is my
soul troubled" . Of this He spoke more fully in Gethsdmane, when His sweat was
as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. Of this He spoke
upon the cross, when He cried out, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me?". Of this He spoke in the Supper when He said, "This is my body broken
for you. . . . This cup is the new testament in my blood, shed for many for the
remission of sins." It is of this fiery baptism of wrath, under which He died, that
our own baptism is the memorial; for it is called "baptism into death" as if we
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in baptism were so identifying ourselves with Him, as to be baptized with the
baptism wherewith He was baptized, and to be brought under the same
descending flood of divine wrath as came down upon Him.

This baptism the Son of God must undergo, and He knew this. It was
appointed Him of the Father, and arranged in the eternal covenant. "I have a
baptism to be baptized with." He knewit; Heknewthe reason of it; Heknewthe
result of it and He knew that it could not pass away from Him. He had come to
fulfil all righteousness; He had come to be made a curse for us. As the fulfiller of
rhe Father's will He must undergo the appointed baptism. As the Redeemer 6f
rhe captive, the Substitute for the sinner, the Man who "pleased not himself",
He must undergo it. It was His lot, His divinely ordained lot. He knew it, and He
went on to meet it. "I have a baptism to be baptized with." He saw Gethsemane
in His path, but He turned not aside. He saw Golgotha before Him, but on He
went, straight to the agony of its cross and death. To do the will of Him who sent
Him and to finish His work at whatever cost, this was His desire.

But still He felt, in regard to that awful baptism, the human sensitiveness and
shrinking which made Him in Gethsemane cry, "If it be possible, let this cup
pass from me". "How am I straightened," He says, "till it be accomplised?"

The Many Mansions
in the Father's llouse

JOHN ( "RABBI" )  DUNCAN (1796-1870)

Professor of Hebrew in the Free Church College, Edinburgh

"In my Father's house are mony mansions" (John I4:2)

"LET NOT your heart be troubled" - with that which I have told you. "Little

children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the
Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you."

"Little children." In the Greek it is one word, scarcely translatable into
English but in our good Scandinavian Scotch there is a word that expresses it,
"Bairns". A Greek would understand precisely what a Scotchman expresses
when he says, ''Bairns, yet a little while I am with you". "He is going away where
we cannot come. We have left all and followed Him, have left not only our boats,
but have left also the Rabbis, the religious teachers of Israel. Happy has been the
time we have had with Thee - we never found friend like Thee."

The chapter shows how very defective was their knowledge of Him; but they
knew enough of Him to be greatly troubled at the thought of parting. So I have



208 The Gospel Magazine

no doubt that the words, "Let not your heart be troubled", were an answer to
the visible trouble and distress in the countenances of all - to that which was in
the minds of all, and which spake in the countenances of all. Their hearts, it is no
wonder, were troubled - He was to go away, and to go whither they could not
come. It is to cheer them that He makes this address in this refreshing chapter.
It is apparent that trust in Him whom they professed to know was yet very
lacking in the eleven, whom nevertheless in the lTth chapter He commends, but
in this 14th chapter He brings them to a better knowledge of Himself than
they had before.

Well, what supports does He give in this trouble? "Believe in God, believe also
in me" - these are the supports. Now it is not that Christ abrogates His divinity
when He says "in God, also in me". But Jesus Christ is not only God, the eternal
Word, the only begotten Son of God - He is also Jesus Christ, who was born in
Bethlehem, brought up in Nazareth, and who was about to be crucified at
Jerusalem under Pontius Pilate. He is Mediator, God-man - and in this
mediatorial system He is the Servant of the Father, as well as the eternal God.

"This is life eternal, that they might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom thou hast sent." There also Christ is not denying His divinity by
any means, but speaking of the fact of His servitude - as He took upon Him the
form of a servant, to do the great work of the mediatorial Servant of God, to
save sinners, and to bring the many sons to glory.

Well, faith in God, when Christ goes away whither they cannot come - faith
in Christ, when Christ goes away whither they cannot come - these are the
supports for this trouble of their hearts.

But for what are they to believe in God and in Him? "In my Father's house are
many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you." The Greek word used here for "go" is of some importance. In chapter
13:36 the word used signifies to depart, to retire - "Whither retirest thou?".
Here it signifies setting out on a journey, setting out on the way - "I am setting
out on My way to prepare a place for you. " "And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye
may be also."

GREAT CONSOLATION

Now for a moment just look at this great consolation for this great sorrow of
the parting.

"In my Father's house." Christ was the Father's Servant, yet the Father's
Son - and He takes to Himself that name, "My Father" - in a sense which is
peculiar to Him, and which belongs to none in that sense but Hirnself. God has
sons by adoption, through trust in the only begotten Son; the begotten Son is the
Only Son - He is therefore the Son of the Father as no-one else but Himself is
the Son of the Father - the only begotten Son, who thought it, as Son, no
robbery to be equal with God. He is leading on their minds to shut them more
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up to the Father - but ever this Father means the Father of the only begotten
Son. "As the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have
life in himself." The Father hath life in Himself in contradistinction to all
creatures - for no creature hath life in himself. So we are told that what the
Father hath, as distinguishing the Father from all creatures, that hath the Son -

in all but His being the Father. Or, as the Church expresses it appropriately -
"The eternal communication of the Divine essence and nature."

"In my Father's house are many mansions." In a large city there are many
streets and houses. In a large house, in a palace especially, there are many
apartments; the chamberlain has one apartment, another officer another
apartment - so round to the lowest of those who are the domestics of the royal
family. And the Father's house, there are many mansions in it. "If it were not so
t would have told you . " For He says in chapter 17 , " l have given them the words
r+'hich thou gavest me", and He would have given them that amongst the words,
if it had not been so.

, ,I go to prepare a place for you. " what is meant by the preparing of a place
for thim in ttre pattrer's house? It does not mean the designing and procuring of
a place for them. It was designed and allotted to them in the everlasting counsels,
and was actually purchased - there was about to be the accomplishment of the
purchase of the place. It is something which Christ needs to go away in order
io do, it is something which He must go to the Father's house to do. As the
predestination was in the eternal counsels, and the purchase was in His death,
rhe meaning is that He is getting the place ready and in order.

Now we are apt sometimes to forget that there are those in heaven; besides the
spirits of just men made perfect, there are Enoch and Elijah, and all the holy
angels; and that as regards creatures in the heavenly places, they, like others,
stand in time. God only has eternal being in the sense of timeless being. And so
throughout all the economy of God we find, with the changes in heaven,
accompanying changes on earth, and with the changes on earth, accompanying
changes in heaven. I know not how, before the incarnation of our Lord, the
exhibition of the Divine glory in the heavenly places was. We read, "No one hath
seen God at any time", for He is the invisible God - "the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him" . He was therefore the
light of heaven. Isaiah beheld His glory - in what mode the manifestation was I
know not. But God becomes incarnate. And now heaven looks down on earth.
The manifestation of God is in that Babe in Bethlehem's cradle - in that Man
living in Judaea. It is He on whom all heaven looks down. There is more in this
,espect on earth than in heaven - when He who was the light, the glory, and joy

of heaven descends, and is on earth; not by ceasing to be what He ever was, God,
but in becoming what He had not been, the Word made flesh, and tabernacling
among us. From this is taken the word "shechinah" - what appeared of the
Divine glory above the mercy-seat. The shechinah is on the earth now - the
place of the shechinah is earth, not heaven - heaven looks down on earth.
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Then at His exaltation there is a new thing in heaven - that which never was
before. The eternal Word was there - the Word made flesh, that is a new thing
in heaven. When Jesus the Mediator enters with His own blood into the holiest
of all, that is a new state of the heavenlythings. Well then, He is gone back to the
Father. He came forth from God - He returns with His humanity, His risen and
glorified humanity - entering the New Testament dispensation of the things in
heaven and things on earth.

THE WORK OF PREPARATION
"I go to prepare a place for you." We read in I Peter l, "Begotten again unto a
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance
incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you, who are kept bythe power of God through faith unto salvation", from the
tenor of which words I think we may come to some understanding of what Christ
is doing in preparation. He is carrying on the work of preparation in heaven, the
preparation of many mansions; and He is carrying on here on earth the work of
preparation of the men for them, and these are to issue in one and the same
effect. According to the preparation of the people by His work of preparation on
earth, there is the adjustment of the preparation in heaven - just as is the
preparation on earth for the mansion, such is the preparation of the mansion in
the Father's house, so as the things fit up again, and every one has the arranged
place given in the heavenly process - carried on through the intercession ofthe
Lord Jesus, His appearing in the presence of God for us. The things in heaven
and on earth must go on according to it; so, as the work in heaven goes on by the
Spirit, so goes on the work in heaven. And thus there is the fulfilment of the
grand eternal plan and purpose of God arranged in the covenant of grace - in
which Christ became charged as His humbled Servant with the procuring, and as
His highly exalted Servant, with the bestowal of salvation, which bestowal is
carried on by His appearing in the presence of God for us - for this man, He is in
one state - and for that man, He is in another state. We are apt to think of one
appearance for the whole Church; but it is such an appearance for the whole
Church as it is an appearance for every man in all the various stages of the
Church and the world. As go on these dispensations in time, so goes on the
corresponding work in heaven. Well, as the preparation of each man for his
mansion corresponds with the preparation of his mansion - with the whole
arrangements of the administration of the grace of God are yet to fit in the
allotments of the eternal state. Jesus says to the eleven, "Ye are they which have
continued with me in my temptations. And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my
Father hath appointed unto me; that ye may eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel." Well, that is
their mansion. Not every saint's mansion is that mansion. The Father's house is
the house of all - but that is the mansion of the eleven.
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Paul's mansion and the Philippian jailor's mansion are in the same Father's
house. . . . There is one mansion for Paul who was in labours more abundant,
and another for the Philippian jailor. Christ has a mansion for Zaccheus . . . and
He got ready a peculiar mansion for that man who was His solitary witness,
when all had forsaken l{im, and Peter had denied Him. . . . That man did a
peculiar service - no man did what that thief did but himself. Every one will see
rhat his mansion is his prepared mansion. . . . Well then, when the mansions are
all ready and the people all ready for the mansions, then comes the end, then
Jesus comes again - these two things must go together. . . . We sometimes say in
our shortsightedness that as soon as a man is converted he is ready for heaven.
In a sense it is true. But he is perhaps not ready . . . there is much to do'ere he goes
to the Father's house - both in what the Lord has to do in preparing him, and in
what He has to do in order to the new state of things in the arranged mansions -

and he cannot go yet . . . and when he is ready for the mansion, then is also the
mansion ready for him. He was in the family; he was being prepared for the
prepared mansion; when Christ presents him before the Father as one of His
children, He presents him as one chosen for this place in the Father's house. And
in virtue of His intervention and intercession it was - they together flowed forth
in preparing him for this precise mansion.

"And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." That is not peculiar to any
of the mansions - blessed be God, it is common to them all. He will come again
and receive us - this man into this mansion, that man into that other mansion,
that we may be all in the Father's house, and with the serving Son and the Son-
Servant, the Administrator of the economy of grace. We understand very little
about the beatific vision - we should always take what John says, "It doth not
yet appear what we shall be". One thing we know - ''When He shall appear, we
shall be like Him". More John did not know. Christ is to appear - He - that
blessed One who went away. We know Him; that heaven is a great secret to us -
but He is there in our nature, our Friend, our Lord.

"Thou art going away to leave us - and Thou hast told us that whither Thou
art going we cannot come, alas!" "Yes, I am going to prepare a place for you,
but I will come again, and receive you unto Myself. We now part - but we part
to meet again, at the end of the preparations, when all things are ready." Well,
that is the prospect that lays the foundation of great joy - it is a meeting with
Himself again. He has gone to prepare a place for us, but O the joy arising from
the place were no joy without this at the foundation of it - we meet again.

"Now then, let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God - in God the
Father to whose house I am going to prepare a place - the Fath0r of whom the
whole family in heaven and on earth is named. Believe also in Me - that I will
prepare a place, and that when all is ready - it ready for you and you ready for
it - I will come again." It is a scriptural principle that death is essentially a
coming - but what Christ means here is the coming at the enc.
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THOMAS'QUESTION
"And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto him,
Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?" A flat
contradiction - a direct, flat contradiction. Thomas was not an unbeliever -
but he was a very unbelieving believer. He was an advanced Nicodemus -
beyond Nicodemus in privilege, but agood deal like Nicodemus in his "But how
can these things be?". Well, Thomas gets a trial for his faith. If Christ had told
him anything else, Thomas would have believed Him; but this was a matter
about which Thomas could appeal to his own consciousness. "Lord, Thou
tellest me that I know - and looking back to my own consciousness, I do not
know." That is a very deep trial of faith - to tell Thomas that he knows, when
Thomas, appealing to his own consciousness, says, "I do not know". But Jesus
brings out the knowledge to him. "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." He had said, "In my
Father's house are many mansions" - and it was enough, surely Thomas might
have understood what was meant by the Father's house. But Thomas did not
quite know what Christ meant by His ascription of Fatherhood to God and of
Sonship to Himself - though no doubt there was in him a vague perception of
spiritual and divine beauty, and amiableness about Christ. "If ye had known
me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him,
and have seen him." "From now, from this moment, ye know Him, and have
seen Him - I have told you it now. Ye ought, without My saying it in express
words, to have discerned that in Me before now - if ye had known Me whom ye
have followed so long; but now I have told you. To know Me is to know My
Father; and now since ye know Me, ye know Him, and have seen Him." "Philip

saith unto him, Lord, shew usthe Father, and it sufficeth us." Philipgives not so
bold a contradiction - but there is really a latent contradiction in it, when, after
Christ has said, "Ye have seen the Father" he says "Shew us the Father", and it
is enough. The disciples had left all and followed Him, seeking nothing; and here
Philip says, "We shall receive it as the end of our faith, even the salvation of our
souls, if we see the Father - as Thou saidst in the sermon on the mount, Blessed
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." And that is the end of all true
religion, the end of all discipleship - to see the Father.

"Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet has thou not
known me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest
thou then, Shew us the Father?" "Have I been so long time with you, and hast
thou not seen that I am the Son of God? Hast thou not seen all the perfections of
Godhead exhibited in Me? Hast thou not seen even the express manifestation of
the Father? If thou hast not known that, thou hast not known Me; and have I
been so long time with you, and thou hast not known Me?"

"Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me?" These
words are so high I tremble to venture on. It is that to which the closeness of the
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mystical union is compared, the closeness of the union of believers to Christ -
"l in them, and thou in me - as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee." Yet here
we are entering within the sacred precincts of mysterious teaching. It is said,
"Levi paid tithes in Abraham; for he was yet in the loins of his father when
\lelchisedek met him". He was in Abraham when Abraham paid tithes -

and so Levi paid tithes. Yet Levi when he was born was not in Abraham - he was
in Abraham before, but not now. But here it is such a generation of such a
relation of Fatherhood and Sonship, as that the unity is so close a one, that the
Father is in the Son, and the Son in the Father. The closest unity, with the most
perfect distinctness.

"I am in the Father, and the Father in me" - in that, the disciples would now
see, lay the ground of what He said, "He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father". These words appear to me one of the most striking proofs in all
Scripture of the true and proper Godhead and the true and proper Sonship - of
the mystery of the generation of the Son of the Father, so of the Son's true and
proper Godhead. For Christ is not merely a revealer, or the revealer of God -

He is the revelation of God. In all created beings there is an exhibition of God,
they exhibit Him in some way - with all creatures there is to be seen in them
something of God. And if you take the highest archangel - a good deal of God
may be seen in him, but yet between him and God there is an infinite distance -

therefore there is an infinity of excellence in God which is not manifested in that
creature. Being a finite creature, however high, he is of necessity infinitely
distant from God - and when you see him you see a thing infinitely below God.
But Jesus says, "He that hath seen me hath seen the Father". The whole of God
is manifested in His Son. To all eternity, I take it, it will never come that the finite
mind will have the subjective perfect revelation of God - though, as John says,
"It doth not yet appear what we shall be", but a perfect objective revelation of
God has been made. There is nothing in the Divinity which has not come out and
been manifested in the incarnation, obedience and death of the Lord Jesus
Christ. All the perfections of God, infinitely, eternally, and unchangeably, are in
the Son. And not only so is there the manifestation of the Divine being and
excellence - but in the relation of Son there is the manifestation of Fatherhood,
of Paternity. So there is a further declaration given about the Holy Ghost - who
in the economy is sent of Christ, the Spirit of the Father and the Son. Hence there
is the manifestation of God as the self-existent, all-perfect Triune. "He that hath
seen me hath seen the Father." "He hath seen all the Father's wisdom - it is all
in Me. He hath seen all the Father's power - it is all irlMe." What power? Take
an example - !'Upholding all things by the word of his power." When He was
by Himsllf purging our sini, on whit wis the created universe hanfing? On what
was it hanging during the crucifixion? Who upheld all things during that? He
who was hanging on the tree. So of all the Father's goodness, justice, truth, and
love - it is all in the Son. An objective perfect revelation of God then has been
made. Hence the Apostle prays for the Church, "That ye may be strengthened
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with might by His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts by
faith, that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend
with all saints, what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to
know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge - that ye might be filled unto
all the fulness of God." Which I understand to mean - that this fulness is a
perfect and infinite fulness which we, being finite, can only be filled with thus,
unto, and unto all the fulness of God.

Well, then, this glorious One was about to leave the disciples, and they were
sad. But now in this discourse I believe our Lord has carried them on a mighty
step, has given them a degree of teaching which they never had before. I believe
that after all Pentecost added to it - as well as Christ's teaching after His
resurrection; but in the l4th chapter He has brought them on a mighty step unto
making that statement about them in the lTth chapter: "I have given unto them
the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known
surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me."

IN CONCLUSION

How stands it with us on earth? What mansion is likely to be mine - to be thine?
We need not go up to Him who has gone to prepare, and look. We cannot - He
has gone, and we cannot follow Him.

But the truth uttered in the words of the consolation is this - that as the
preparation of the person is, such is the preparation of the place - that the
person prepared is the normal rule of the place prepared. Therefore that is the
principle by which we may judge what the prepared place is. "Covet earnestly
the best gifts. " "Be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot,
and blameless." "Giving all diligence, add to your faith, courage," etc. "For so
an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. ' ' An abundant entrance - and I
suppose a peculiarly splendid mansion. Meanwhile, meanwhile - it is a wilder-
ness. But the Church has got supports to keep it contented - to make it approve
of and delight in the plan of God in removing our beloved Lord, Friend, Bride-
groom, Shepherd, from us His poor sheep on earth. He has gone to His Father's
house to prepare a place - and He has sent His Holy Spirit to prepare us.

Let us not be contented, therefore, with merely getting to heaven. We should,
of course, have reason to be eternally thankful. And when coming in at the door
in the Church here below, when introduced into the Gospel feast, it is very
proper that we should go and take the lowest place - when the choice of places
rests with us, the lowest place is the place we should take. But here the assorting
of places belongs to Christ - and therefore we should seek to be in accordance
with what He gives us as a guide about this place - "fls that hath my
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me; and he that loveth me
shall be loved of my Father, and we will come unto him, and make our abode
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I'ith him" - will abide in him as in a mansion. "I will come and mansion in his
heart while preparing the mansion above' The Father, under whom, as His
Servant, as His Messenger, the whole family has been given to Me, and the
administration of things in heaven and earth for each - He willcome - We will

Jome, and will make our mansion with him." And thus is the meetness to be

carried out. Then He "will come again, and receive us unto himself, that where

he is, there we may be also". May I obtain mercy of Him in that day! And to His
\ame be the praise! Amen.
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4n Earnest Ministry. John Angell James. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 300.
Hardback. f1.95.

J. A. James was minister for forty-five years of Carrs Lane Congregational
Church, Birmingham, where he was a popular Evangelical leader. His written
sorks have been compared with those of Baxter. He writes as a convinced
Jissenter, but in the hope that the whole Church will read and heed his message.

To be earnest in the ministry is to be convinced of the vital importance of every
aspect of the minidter's work, his preaching of the Gospel, his visitation of his
tlock, his evangelism, his care of the sick and needy. A minister's success in these
rr il l depend on the prayer, the preparation, and the fellowship that lies behind
him in his Church. And all is dependent on that Divine influence which alone can
make the ministry efficient. It is an encouraging book and well worth reading by
all those preparing for, or engaged in, ministry. w.J.P.

Assurance of Faith. Joel R. Beeke. Peter Lang. pp. 520. Obtainable from
J. A. Dickson, 12 Forrest Road, Edinburgh, EHf 2QN. f28.50 + f 1.00 P&P.

The assurance of salvation is part of Christian experience, though it is rarely
taught these days. It is seen in many scriptures. Job said, "I know that I shall be
justified". David sang, "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want". Paul
rejoiced, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" - no one. Yet the
Church of Rome rejects assurance as presumption. '

Bishop J. C. Ryle wrote a devotional book, Assuronce, which is stil l available,
and easy to read. Now we have Assuronce of Faith, an academic study by Dr.
Beeke, a professor turned Pastor in Grand Rapids, Michigan, who traces the
teaching of assurance through the Reformers, Calvin, the Puritans, the West-
minster Confession and the Dutch Second Reformation. It is very well
documented and has a large bibliography. It is part of the American Universities
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Studies series. It is excellent for students, but technical language may be difficult
to others. The Banner's reprint of W. Cunningham's book The Reformers ond
the Theology of the Reformotion is quoted where Dr. Beeke differs - or even
agrees - with its interpretation. W.J.p.

The Gospel in Genesis.Henry Law. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 190. f2.95.

Henry Law, who was the Dean of Gloucester, wrote on the Gospel in the five
books of Moses. Spurgeon complimented him with the pun "Law abounds in
Gospel", and this edition marks the l50th anniversary of his death.

Among the twenty-four chapters of this book are the basic foundation stones
on which are built the fulness of the Gospel in the New Testament. We read of the
guilty clothed, the Ark, the Altar, the Shield, the Covenant, Salvation, the story
of Joseph full of God's providence, the opening of his storehouses revealing the
rich stores in the grace of Christ for the people of God. Above all, the promise of
the coming of Shiloh, none other than the Son of God Himself.

This series on the Gospel in the Pentateuch could be called the spiritual gist of
all the commentaries for everyman. The book is written with clarity, and also
spiritual warmth. The closing words are: "Happy is life, when we can say with
Paul, 'He hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling'. Happy is prayer,
when the Spirit suppliesthe loud Amen." w.J.P.
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