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Editorial
THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY might well be called a book of remem-
brance; it was written to bring the people to remembrance at a difficult time of
the nation's history. It shows what great things the Lord had done for them in
days past and to stir them to gratitude.

God is constantly calling His people to recollection, to think of the past and to
realise what He has done, and out of the past to gather lessons of inspiration and
hope for the future. Memory is a gift of God and a gift to be cherished. what a
mighty effect the memory can have upon uq and yet how easily we forget. The
Israelites were plagued with short memories, they had forgotten God almost the
moment Moses had turned his back.

Moses' purpose was to hearten the people for the future by an appeal to the
past. He says that the wilderness experience was designe{ to teach them self
distrust and reliance on God for all the necessities of life. They were to remember
all the way that God had led them (8:2). No way explains itself at every step.
we cannot always discern God's purpose at the time, often it is only in retrospect
and remembrance. All may have seemed wrong to the Israelites when God led
them the long way round, but there was a purpose in it.

John Newton, the one-time slave trader, had over his study mantlepiece these
words: "Thou shalt remember thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt"
(Deuteronomy l5: l5). At the end of his life he said: "My memory is nearlygone,
but I remember two things - I am a great sinner and christ is a great Saviour."

May we never lose the sense of our immeasurable debt to what God has done
for us; may we keep it in our constant remembrance.
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"The Face of Jesus Christ"
A Sermon by the Edltor

"For God, who commonded the light to shine out of darkness, hoth shined in
our heorts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of

Jesus Christ" (2 Corinthians 4:6)

IT IS THE LAST PHRASE we want to think about - "the face of Jesus
Christ". So we ask, how did He look; What was He like? Well, we live in the
greatest picture age that the world has ever seen and yet the authentic picture of
Christ, as such, is missing. His face is not to be seen in any art gallery or on any
screen, for this reason - He never sat for His porrrait. The imagination of artists
has given us a form, but the world has no genuine likeness. Those most familiar
with His features made no effort whatsosrrcr to prescrve some record of His
appearance so that we might know His look and figure. A sure impulse made
them write and give us a picture of words four timcs over in the Gospels of the
New Testament but a restraint kept them from drawing a picture of the Saviour
and the absence of any likeness of our Lord drives us back to the Scriptures.
The absence of any picture by pen or pencil or brush scads us back to our only
material, the New Testament, and the more abcortcd you become in the New
Testament the clearer becomes the picture of our Lord Jesus Christ.

There has been a great interest in the supposed shroud of Christ in Turin. I do
not think that it is genuine at all, for this simple reason - on the shroud is
supposed to be printed the likeness of Christ, bur if you cqnpare carefully with
what it says in the New Testament about the grave dothes of our Lord, the
napkin was a separate entity and it was in a place by itsclf. This supposed shroud
seems to be all in one piece. Come to the New Tesramcnt and you have the
authentic picture of Christ presented to us very clearly, and ir is this that we want
to look at, the face of Jesus Christ.

The New Testament and the Bible as a whole spcafs d bt about the face
of Christ.

For instance, it was a TRANSFIGURED FACE on one occasion. You
remember after the great confession of faith, when Peter speaking for the rest
said of our Lord, "Thou art the Christ, rhe Son of the living God". Our Lord
took Peter, James and John up into a mountain and He was transfigured before
them and His face shone with heavenly glory. This was not a reflected glory as in
the case of Moses and Stephen. This was the intrinsic glory of Christ shining out
of His face. It was a transfigured face.

The New Testament says consistently also that it was a RESOLUTE FACE.
This is what Luke says: "He stedfastly set his face to go up to Jerusalem"- The
light of steady purpose was in His eye, and there was a firm set of F . Duth.
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llc srcdfastly set His face to go up to Jerusalem to do the great work for which
He had come into the world, to make reconciliation for the sins of His people.

\le read also in the New Testament that it was a DISHONOURED FACE.
ln Pilate's judgment hall the soldiers and the others spat in His face and buffeted
Him, and, when we think of that, we have to say in the time-honoured words of
tbc creed, "It was for us men and for our salvation" that that face which shone
nith glory was also for a time a dishonoured face.

Now on a different line, it was an ATTRACTIVE FACE. when we read the
Nerr Testament we find that those great writers could never forget it. There was
John the apostle and when he is writing in the Book of the Revelation this is the
great hope that he holds out to the people at the last Great Day, "They shall see
his face". John had seen it and loved it and lived in the light of His presence and
he seems to have in a sense a great pity for those who down the subsequent
centuries would never see the face of christ, but he says , in effect , ' 'Never mind ,
the day is coming when every believer will see the face of christ". you remember
how in his first Letter he speaks of the coming of christ and he says, "we shall be
like him" - there is a wonderful transformation coming - "1rys shall be like
Him, for we shall see him as he is". Remember how the apostle paul frequently
refers to the fact of the coming again of Christ, how that the dead shall be raised
with the trump of God and christ shall appear in glory and he says, "Now we see
through a glass darkly, but then, face to face. Now we know in part, but then
shall we know even as also we are known," and all Paul's longing is explained in
the fact that he has seen "the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ". Or take Peter. Peter also looked ahead to that final event
of all time and this is what he says to the people to whom he writes of christ."whom, having not seen, ye love," but there is a day coming when we shall see
Him. Yes, it was an attractive face.

But there is another side to it, because the New Testament takes up the old
Testament teaching and says it was also a DISHONOURED FACE. you
remember how Isaiah the evangelical prophet of the old restament in that
matchless 53rd chapter of his says of christ, "He hath no form nor comeliness
that we should desire him. His visage was more mzured than any man," referring,
of course, to the day of His humiliation and agony. But listen to psalm 45, which
sets the complementary truth, "Thou art fairer than the sons of men. Grace is
poured into thy lips." And when you get to the song of Solomon we find there
He is described as "the fairest a^mong ten thousand and the altogether lovely,,.
Yes, it is an attractive face. Think again of our Lord amongst the children with
His arms around them as Mark tells us and, you know, children judge us almost
entirely by our faces. The children ran to Him and He put His arms around them
and blessed them and we may be sure that He had a happy face. There was
kindness and friendliness in it.

or see the Lord among other people, learned men and good men alike - the
rich young ruler and Nicodemus who came to ask those tremendous questions
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concerning the possession of eternal life. They came to Him. They were not
repelled in any way whatsoever. Anxious fathers and weeping mothers, sick and
dying folks, all sought the light that came from His countenance.

I suggest again it was an APPEALING FACE. There was something in His
face that appealed to the crowds, but it is the way in which He drew the outcasts
which tells most about His face. Take Matthew. You remember he is sitting at the
receipt of custom and one day a shadow fell across his desk and he cast his eyes
and there he is confronted with Jesus of Nazareth and, when the Lord says to
him, "Follow me", Matthew arises at once and follows Him. It was the face of
Jesus that drew him. He could love Him for ever and follow Him to the end
of the world.

What about Zacchaeus, a little man, who climbed up the sycamore tree? A
man of some ingenuity, he climbs up to see the Saviour as He passes by and He
stopped at that tree and said to him: "Zacchaeus, come down, for this day I must
abide at your house," and you can imagine how Zacchaeus climbed down the
sycamore tree in the presence of the jeering crowds at Jericho. The Lord said to
the bystanders, "This day is salvation come to this house, for the Son of Man is
come to seek and to save that which was lost". What about Mary Magdalene?
Even she found courage to come to Jesus; there was no one else to whom she
could go. Perhaps she had looked wistfully into many a face wondering if she
could trust them with her secret, but as she looked into the face of Jesus, Mary
knew she could let Him see the worst in her.

But there is another thing to notice. It was an ARRESTING FACE. It was a
face before whom men stopped dead in their tracts. You remember how our
Lord read the Scriptures in the synagogue in Luke chapter 4, how the minister
gave Him the Book and He read from the prophet Isaiah about the Spirit of the
Lord being upon Him and ended by saying, "This day is this scripture fulfilled in
your ears". And then He went on to expound the text and pointed to them
certain home truths which they greatly resented; so much so, they led Him out of
the synagogue to the brow of a hill intending to cast Him down headlong. There
is that noisy rabble intent on stoning Him. S'hat did He do? Suddenly He lifts
His head, He looks on at them and passes calmly through their midst unharmed.
It was that fearless majesty of His face that daunted them.

You recall the day when our Lord entered the temple in Jerusalem and was
astonished at the change of use to which that sacred place had been put, how that
the money lenders were in big business in the very courts of God's house and
there our Lord dealt severely with them. He made a whip of cords and He turned
them out. Why did they flee? Well, I don't think they fled because of the whip
that He made, they were fleeing from the burning cheeks and the blazing eyes of
the indignant Christ. You know, the world has got it all wrong. They have never
got any further than the children's hymn,

"Jesus, meek and lowly"
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H, rhan! God, He is - but that is only one side of the truth. There is the
cr.' f,lcncotary truth that this same Jesus, who is so meek and so gracious and so
btrng, is dso a Man and a God who can rise up in anger.

ln the last book of the Bible, the Revelation, it speaks of the "wrath of the
I -qrb" and the two terms seem to be incongruous, a lamb being wrathful, but
$cre you see it in the temple, and the Lord said to.those mercenary minded
poplc, "Get you hence, this house is a house of prayer, but ye have made it a
b of thieves". Yes, it was an arresting face.

There was a day when the Scribes and Pharisees thought they had got our
[-ord on the horns of a dilemma. They had actually taken a woman in the act of
edultery and now this was their supreme chance to get Him into a very difficult
corner and they came to Him with the question that "Moses in the Law
commanded such a person to be stoned, but what sayest Thou?". And you
remember what our Lord did. He stooped and He wrote on the ground and then
He looked up and looked at them and said, "Let him that is without sin cast the
first stone", and He stooped down and wrote again. We would love to know
exactly what He wrote, but it wasn't just His writing, it was the look on His face,
and we read that silently one by one those accusing Scribes and Pharisees
gathered up their ecclesiastical robes and fled. They could not stand His piercing
glance. You remember how the Saviour turned to the woman and said, "Go thy
way and sin no more". Yes, it was an arresting face.

Let me remind you of that last and solemn night that our Lord spent in the
days of His flesh on this earth of ours, there in the Garden of Gethsemane when
He poured out His soul in earnest prayer and prayed, "Father, if it be possible,
let this cup pass from me; nevertheless not my will but thine be done". And when
the prayer was over and the disciples had been found asleep for the third time the
soldiery entered the Garden. They came seeking Him and our Lord said to them,"Whom seek ye?", and they said, "Jesus of Nazareth". He then said, "I am
He" - or as it is in the original, "I AM", taking the great title of God in the Old
Testament, and we read that the soldiers fell backwards. They were amazed,
they trembled before the quiet dignity of the Man whom they had been sent to
arrest. It was an arresting face.

You remember the Centurion in charge of the soldiers who had presided over
the grim details of the crucifixion. when it was all over, in thegrim afternoon of
that first Good Friday, there was that centurion deep in thought, lost to every-
thing and saying, as he weighed it all up - all that his eyes had seen and his ears
had heard - "Truly this was the Son of God". It w.as a common day's work
with him, but he could never afterwards forget that face. It was an arresting face.
It was a face which both enthralled men and haunted them. r

come back again to John in the Revelation. John says that the world at large
is not finished with the sight of christ. John says there is a day of reckoning
coming, the Day of Judgment, and this is what he says about that great day:"I saw a great white throne and him that sat upon it, before whose face the
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earth and the heavens fled away. " This is a facet of truth that has dropped out of
circulation. The Day of Judgment is hardly ever mentioned, but here it is
pictured in all its solemnity in the last book of the Bible, when men will cry to the
hills and to the rocks to cover them from the face of the Lamb of God. But at the
beginning of the Revelation John speaks for the comfort of believers: "I turned
to see a voice that spake to me and he was as one whose face shone as the sun
shining in his strength." There is the Saviour, the arresting face. The Psalmist
had seen the glory of God in the starry heavens, but Paul saw it more clearly in
the face of Jesus Christ, the human face transfigured by divine love. Perhaps we
envy the opportunity of those who saw Christ in the days of His flesh. To them
was given a great privilege; they had an experience superior to others.

Now our Lord reminded them that prophets and kings and wise men had
desired to see the things they had seen and had not seen them, and yet the fact
remains that many saw Christ with their physical eyes and were none the better
for the sight. We must see Him in a spiritual fashion. Many saw Him die and
derived no benefit whatsoever. We need to see Him with the eye of faith. In many
a pulpit you will find the words on the desk, "Sir, we would see Jesus". Surely
that is the desire of God's people when they come to God's house on the Lord's
Day, to see Jesus set before them. i

Oh, what a MATCHLESS FACE was His. Those who live close to the Master 
'

will surely in some degree or other reflect something of the Master's likeness.
The Lord deals with us by His Spirit in grace and refines our nature and we
therefore should reflect something of His likeness and His beauty. In the Acts of
the Apostles we are told with regard to the early Christians that the heathen
round about them took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus. Oh
what a commentary those Christians were! But on earth at our best we shall be
but dim reflections of Christ, but in heaven at last we shall see Him, that is, the
believers will see Him in all His beauty, and as John says, "His servants shall
serve Him and they shall see his face". They will see Him no longer veiled, but
resplendent in power and great glory. Oh what a moment of rapture that will be
when faith gives place to sight and we behold the glory of the Saviour! John
could say of Christ in the days of His incarnation, "We beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth". Oh, but
what an unveiling that will be!

"The Bride eyes not her garment,
But her dear Bridegroom's face.

I will not gaze at glory,
But on my King of Grace -

Not at the crown He giveth,
But on His pierced hand.

The Lamb is all the glory
In Immanuel's land."
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Tb b the procpect before every believing soul. Meantime we can do no better
rb meke our earnest prayer the simple lines -

"Let the beauty of Jesus
Be seen in me."

Says the apostle Paul, "God, who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the
Corf'of God in the face of Jesus Christ".

It was an ATTRACTIVE face - it was an AppEALING face - it was an
ARRESTING face. oh that we could reflect in some degree or other something
of the beauty of Jesus ! 

M.H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

FIRE DANGER

THE LONG Hor SUMMER has had many effects on the countryside - rivers
running low, farm animals short of grass, as well as holidaymakers enjoying
the sunshine.

one serious consequence near where we live, was a smouldering moorland
fire. The tinder-dry heather and moorland vegetation caught fire-- perhaps
from a carelessly discarded cigarette end, or even a spark from a camping stovi.
The results of that small spark were immense. Acres of woodland and moorland
caught fire, posing a very difficult task for the Fire Brigade and the area was
difficult to reach by road and there was not much water in the rivers and loch to
help put out the fire.

God warns us in His word of the danger of careless speech. He compares our
careless words to a small spark which can do untold damage. Telling lies, or
boasting or speaking evil of someone or telling tales are things of which we are all
guilty. They are displeasing to God and harmful to others and ourselves.

what we say can spread very quickly to a great distance. The smoke from the
fire near our home spread right down into the town anil set off the smoke alarms
in the local hospital. The wind blew a fine powdery ash down as far as the
supermarket car park - all the cars were covered.

our sin has a bad effect too on other people as well as ourselves. A bad
example might cause someone else to fall into sin. A careless word can easilv hurt
someone's feelings or make them feel angry.
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It is very hard to put a fire out once it gets a firm hold. The moors around our
locality have deep peaty soil. Peat is used as a fuel in some homes. Peat,
especially dry peat, burns easily. The Fire Chief said that the moorland fire was
burning as deep as 9 feet down. He said it would possibly go on smouldering for
months and would not be put out completely until a heavy fall of snow covered
the area.

Our sins, of speech or any other, will continue to burn into our lives until we
are covered by the pure righteousness of Christ. The work of Christ is the only
effective way of dealing with our sin. We cannot cope with it ourselves - we
have no power in ourselves to overcome sin. God has provided the needed rescue
for His people. "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered" (Psalm 32:l). What a wonderful provision from the Lord for those
who put their trust in Him - for those who confess their sin - God is faithful
and just to forgive their sin and to cleanse them from all unrighteousness.

, PUZZLE

The Bible is full of warning and advice about how we speak. Find the missing
word from the text. Only the chapter is given as a clue.

l. The words of a are as wounds (Proverbs l8).

2. Tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they
not (l Timothy 5).

3. They speak vanity every one with his (Psalm l2).

4. Let him refrain his tongue from evil and his lips that they speak no -
(l Peter 3).

I

I

5 My lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue
(Job 27).

6. Keep thy tongue from (Psalm 34).

The initial letters of your answer spell out something found in James chapter 3
which is described as a "Fire, a world of iniquity".

"Happy is that people whose God is the Lord" (Psalm l4/.zl5l

"O happy they who know the Lord, 'i

With whom He deigns to dwell!
He feeds and cheers them by His Word,

' His arm supports them well." John Newton. 1779

deceit
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The Grand Paradox
189
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C. C. J. BUTLIN (Sheffield)

'w are they which orepersecutedfor righteousness'soke:for their's is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are !e, when men shall revite you, and persecute
;ou, and shall say oll manner of evil against you fatsely, for my sake-. Rejoice,
and be exceeding glad: for greot is your reword in heaven: for so persecuted they

the prophets which were before you" (Matthew 5:IG12)

OUR TEXT reveals the last of the characteristics of the true disciple. In the eight
beatitudes of the sermon on the Mount we have a composiie portrait,ln
identikit, of the ideal citizen of the Kingdom. Here are the eight feitures of the
complete portrait: the poor in spirit, the mourner, the meek, the hungry and
rhirsty for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakerind the
p€rsecuted for righteousness' sake. This follower Christ counts blessed.
consider the "poor in spirit" and his reward, "the kingdom of heaven". The"mourner" and his reward, "comforted". The "meek inherit the earth,'. He
who "hungers and thirst after righteousness" shall be ,,filled". The .,merciful"
shall "obtain mercy". The "pure in heart" shall "see God". The"peacemaker" is called the "child of God". with this eighth beatitude, the"persecuted for righteouness' sake" we have come full cycle; as in the first
beatitude, so in the eighth, the reward is "the kingdom of heaven". This is
the "unending octave", the eighth note the same as the first, only higher up
the scale.

consider two leading thoughts in our text: (l) goodness provokes persecution;
(2) persecution producesjoy. The sequence is: goodness incites persicution, and
persecution (for righteousness' sake) leads to joy. Consider how -

: (1) GOODNESS PROVOKES PERSECUT'TOI{
(a) seen in history - (i) when cain slew Abel, "Because his own works were
evil, and his brother's righteous. (ii) when Ishmael persecuted Isaac. ,,Ishmael
born after the flesh persecuted Isaac". (iii) when the goodness of Jesus enraged
His foes. He "did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth" (l peter z:iz).
He came to bless, yet men could not endure His spotless purity and overflowing
love, so He was condemned, scourged and crucified. (ivj wtlen the earl!
christians were persecuted to prison and death by Jews and Roman tyrants,
and when christians of later ages were persecuted by papal po*e.s, and
Mohammedans and infidels.

That virtue provokes persecution was -
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(b) Taught by Jesus. (i) He alluded to it in this beatitude (Matthew 5:10-12).
(ii) Jesus said: " . . . the servant is not greater than his lord. If they have
persecuted me, they will also persecute you . . . " (John 15:20). (iii) Jesus referred
to it when calling men to bear His yoke (Matthew 16:24-25). It was -

(c) Taught by the apostles. (i) "All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution" (2 Timothy 3:12). "No man should be moved by these
afflictions: for yourselves know that we are appointed thereto" (l Thessalonians
3:3). And in Romans 8:35-39 we read: "Who shall separate us from the loVe of
Christ? shall tribution, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword. . . . As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long. . . . "

(2) PERSECUTION (FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS'SAKE) ISSUES IN JOY

The reason is that the persecuted are associated with the noblest causes.
(a) They are persecuted for righteousness' sake. As those associated with

wicked causes and ignoble schemes shall come to grief and shame, so those
joined to the cause of righteousness and truth should rejoice. "Count it all joy
when ye fall into divers trials," rejected, laughed at, mocked, ill-used, ignored,
spurned and despised, all such may yet "rejoice and be exceeding glad"
(Matthew 5:12\.

(b) They are persecuted for Christ's sake. "Blessed are ye when men shall
revile you and persecute you and say all manner of evil against you falsely, for
my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven."
This is not suffering only for an ideal or standard, but for Christ's sake. This is
our Lord's confirmation of one of the foundation truths of the Kingdom: that
persecution experienced by the godly follower produces joy. "In the world,"
Jesus said, "ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world" (John l6:33). This then is the grand paradox of the Christian life - joy
in suffering. Persecution, if for righteousness' sake, and for Christ's sake,
brings joy and blessedness. This is so because the persecuted are associated with
the noblest causes and with the best company -

(i) with the prophets. "Blessed are ye, when men shall"revile you . . . and
persecute you . . . for my sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for so persecuted
the prophets which were before you" (Matthew 5:ll-12). Again Jesus said:
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which
are sent unto thee . . . " (Matthew 23:37).

(ii) with the apostles: " . . . being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer
being defamed, we entreat: we are made as the filth of the world . . . "

Corinthians 4:12-13).
(iii) with the martyrs: the noble army of martyrs, and an army they would

comprise from Stephen right through history to Latimer, Ridley, Cranmer and
hundreds of others who witnessed a good confession in the fires of Oxford and
Smithfield in Reformation times, right through to the martyrs of today.

it:
( l
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Ecd for righteousness' sake, suffering for christ's sake, they are blessed,
for their's is the kingdom of heaven.

(h) rilh Christ. Associated, as are the persecuted, with prophets, apostles,
r:r!'lvTs, above all, they are associated with christ. He is the greatest of the
pr.;nets, the grandest apostle. one sent from the Father, most illustrious of
Drtyrs and yet infinitely more. "Blessed are ye," Jesus said, "when men shall
pcrs€cute you, for my sake: rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is your
rc*ard in heaven. . . " (Matthew 5:ll-12).

THE OTTENCE OF THE CROSS

The offence of the cross has not ceased; there is persecution still against
christians. It exists in many places of business, in factories, shops, works'
canteens, clubs and offices. Many suffer scorn, taunts and ill-treatment. yet
there is no greater privilege than to be counted worthy to bear shame for His
sake. The children of the Beatitudes are the children of the Kingdom. only the
poor in spirit, redeemed by the blood of christ and indwelt by the Holy Ghost
can enter it. Its highest honours are reserved for those who have patiently
suffered for christ's sake, who have drunk of His cup and been baptised with
His baptism. They confess Him before men and He confesses them before His
Father which is in heaven.

Our study of the ideal disciple is finished. The beatitudes express the charac-
teristics, the qualities of a true disciple, the ideal citizen of the Kingdom.
Matthew chapter 5 reveals the ideal, the target. Paul also describes in Galatians
chapter 5 the fruits of the Spirit-filled disciple: love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance.

Miracle Birth
J.  C.  RYLE

EVERY BIRTH of a living child is a marvellous event. It brings into being a soul
that will never die. But never since the world began was a birth so marvellous as
the birth of Christ. In itself it was a miracle: "God rias manifest in the flesh"
(l rimothy 3:16). The blessings it brought into the world were unspeakable: it
opened to man the door of everlasting life.

It was a time peculiarly suitable for the introduction of christ's Gospel. The
whole civilised earth was at length governed by one master. There was nothing to
prevent the preacher of a new faith going from city to city, and country to
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country. The princes and priests of the heathen world had been weighed in the
balances and found wanting. Egypt, and Assyria, and Babylon, and Persia, and
Greece, and Rome, had all successively proved that "the world by wisdom knew
not God" (l Corinthians l:21). Notwithstanding their mighty conquerors, and
poets, and historians, and architects, and philosophers, the kingdoms of the
world were full of dark idolatry. It was indeed ''due time" for God to interpose
from heaven, and send down an almighty Saviour. It was "due time" for Christ
to be born (Romans 5:6).

Let us notice, secondly, the place where Christ was born. It was not at
Nazareth of Galilee, where His mother, the Virgin Mary, lived. The prophet
Micah had foretold that the event was to take place at Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).
And so it came to pass. At Bethlehem Christ was born.

The government of God appears in this simple fact. He orders all things in
heaven and in earth. He turns the hearts of kings whithersoever He wills. He
overruled the time when Augustus decreed the taxing. He directed the enforce-
ment of the decree in such away, that Mary must needs be at Bethlehem when"the days were accomplished that she should be delivered". Little did.the
haughty Roman emperor, and his officer Cyrenius, think that they were only
instruments in the hand of the God of Israel, and were only carrying out the
eternal purposes of the King of kings. Little did they think that they were helping
to lay the foundation of a kingdom, before which the empires of this world
would all go down one day, and Roman idolatry pass away.

Let us notice, lastly, the manner in which Christ was born. He was not born
under the roof of His mother's house, but in a strange place, and at an "inn".
When born, He was not laid in a carefully prepared cradle. He was "laid in a
manger, because there was no room in the inn".

We see here the grace and condescension of Christ. He came to save mankind.
Had He chosen to dwell in a palace, with power and great authority, we should
have had reason enough to wonder. But to become poor as the very poorest of
mankind, and lowly as the very lowliest - this is a love that passeth knowledge.
It is unspeakable and unsearchable. Never let us forget that through this
humiliation Jesus has purchased for believers a title to glory. Through His life of
suffering, as well as His death, He has obtained eternal redemption for those
who believe. All through His life He was poor for His people's sake, from the
hour of His birth to the hour of His death, and through'His poverty they are
made rich (2 Corinthians 8:9).

The Bible is a rock of diamonds, achain of pearls, the sword of theSpirit; achart
by which the Christian sails to eternity; the map by which he daily walks; the
sundial by which he sets his life; the balance in which he weighs his actions.

Thomas Watson
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? William Romaine
THIS YEAR marks the 200th anniversary of the death of William Romaine. He
sas one of the leaders of the l8th century evangelical revival and one of the
ablest preachers of the doctrines of grace. We include in this issue his sermon on
"Draw me, we will run after thee" (Song of Solomon l:4).

Romaine was born on 25th September l7l4,the son of a French Protestant
who took refuge in England at the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes. William's
hters attest the deep piety of his mother who died in 177 | . At the age of ten he
$as sent to the school founded by Bernard Gilpin at the time of the Protestant
Reformation. In 1731 he went to Hartford College, Oxford, moving to Christ
Church, where he graduated after proving himself a diligent student and a man
of no mean ability.

Most of his ministry was spent in London, but his lot was far from easy.
He met with great trouble because of his bold and uncompromising preaching.
He was not afraid to make plain denunciation of fashionable sins.

William Romaine was one of Lady Huntington's domestic chaplains and
frequently preached at her home in London and in the various chapels which she
built in different places.

"During a ministry lasting 45 years in London he maintained a blameless
character, firmly upheld his first principles to the last and died at length like a
good soldier at his post, full of days and honour" (J. C. Ryle).

John Newton said of him: "He was an honourable and useful man, inflexible
as an iron pillar in publishing the truth and unmoved either by the smile or
frowns of theworld." 

M.H.
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Mr. Harry Salkeld

IT IS WITH REGRET that we record the death of Mr. Salkeld at the advanced
age of 96 years. Mr. Salkeld was an occasional contributor to our pages and had
a great love for the Gospel Magazine. He had affectionate memories of past
editors and contributors over many ye:us.

In his younger days he was a member of St. MaryJe-Port Church, Bristol,
and always referred with affection to the free grace ministry exercised in
that church.

To thosewho mourn his passingweextend ourwarm sympathy. M.H.
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The Awakened Sinner
I)rawn to Christ
WI I-LIAM ROMAI NE fi7 1+1795)

"Draw me, we will run after thee" (Song of Solomon I:4)

THE sAvIouR oF SINNERS is God and man united in one in christ. As God
He has all the perfections of heaven, and as Man He has all the beauties of this
earth; He has every grace of time and every blessing of eternity which ought to
draw and to attract our love. But while men are in their natural unregenerate
state, they see none of His perfections and beauties. They behold no form nor
comeliness in Him that they should desire Him. The world and the things of it
appear more desirable than He does. The base perishing joys of sense have the
entire possession of their affections. Sin is more lovelyin their eyes than God the
saviour, and they give up their hearts to its enjoyment in preference to Him and
His heaven. while they continue to place their love on such unworthy objects,
they are incapable of judging of this divine Song, for they are not only strangers,
but also enemies to that love, of which it treats, and how, then, can they see the
beauties of its sentiments? So long as they love sin, they cannot love Jesus christ
and therefore they cannot love the sweet descriptions in this poem which set
forth the happiness of loving Him above all things. But when their eyes are
opened to see the exceeding sinfulness of sin and their hearts are once drawn
from the love of sin, when they have found that it cannot make them happy, then
they are glad to hear of a saviour, and when they have tasted of His love, then
they begin to understand and to admire the beauties of this divine song, and the
more they love Him the greater beauties do they find in it.

The subject of it is the union between Christ and the faithful soul. In this all
the expositors of scripture, ancient and modern, are agreed. It is a spiritual
Song, composed in the manner of a dialogue. The speakers are christ and the
believer. The inspirer of it is the Holy and Eternal Spirit, who delivered it by the
mouth of Solomon. He knew it to be true by his own experience, as every believer
does to this day. After he had left God, he fought for happiness in the creature
but was disappointed. He turned from one object to another, tried the whole
circle of worldly enjoyments, and as he passed on he wrote upon each vanityand
vexation of spirit. It pleased God to show him his error"and to make use of him as
a proper person to warn others from setting their hearts upon any qbject but
God, for if Solomon could not find happiness in the world, what can the man do
that cometh after the king? After Solomon had turned from these worldly
vanities to serve the living God, he wrote this divine Song, to show what true
happiness he had found, and every believer will find, in being united to christ
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h the bonds of love and affection. The Holy Spirit had drawn his heart from the
bve of all inferior objects to God the Redeemer, and had given him faith to see
his own interest in what the Redeemer was to do and suffer for him. By these
bonds the union was formed and perfected. The Holy spirit on christ's part,
Dd faith on the believer's part united them to each other, and the believer here
dccrib€s what happy effects flowed to him from this union, and Christ describes
the delight He had in it. The descriptions of their mutual love and happiness run
through this Song of love.

The awakened soul begins with expressing its desire to receive some sensible
tokens of Christ's love in the second verse, setting forth the excellency of it in the
third, and at the same time its own utter inability and insufficiency to attain it,
unless Christ would be pleased to draw the affections from all other objects unto
Himself. "Draw me," as it is in the fourth verse, "and we will run after thee.""Draw me, Lord Jesus, from the love of the world and the things of it; draw me
from the love of sin and self. I feel my bondage; I find that I am a slave and am
without strength to deliver myself. o draw me, then, by the sweet impulse of rhy
good Spirit from my bondage and slavery. And when Thou art pleased to set my
feet at liberty, then we will run after Thee. " ' (\ ire" in the plural number, for
when the heart is once drawn after Christ, it commands all the faculties and they
which could not stir before, now run; they which had no strength, now run
against all opposition; they which were enemies to christ, now run after Him
with joy in the ways of His commandments. "Draw me by Thy grace and we,
every faculty of soul and body, will obey; we will follow the divine attraction,
and rhou shalt be our God and King ruling over us and getting Thyserf grory by
setting up Thy kingdom within us." May these be the desires of all your hearts.
while we are here met together, may the Lord Jesus draw your thoughts from
every vain and sinful object, and keep them fixed upon this subject. oh that He
may send His good Spirit to open your understandings clearly to see, and to
influence your affections readily to receive.

First, we need not look farther than the text for the reasons which induced the
awakened sinner to desire Christ would draw him. He found he could not run
after Christ unless he was drawn, for although God be the forrntain of all good to
His creatures, yet they are not willing to go and receive good at His hands. sin
has corrupted all the faculties of the soul, insomuch that they leave God to seek
good in the creature, and idolise it by placing their happiness in it. The god of this
world and his riches and honours and pleasures have possession of their hearts
and the God of heaven who promises them heavenly riches and honours and
pleasures, has none of their affection, nay, they hate Him. while they love
present and sensual gratifications they are haters of God. They hate Him
because their sinful nature is opposite to His perfect holiness, and because
He has forbidden them these gratifications which they are determined to enjoy,
and they hate Him the more, because He has threatened to punish them, and
conscience informs them that they deserve the threatened punishment. This is
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the state of all men by nature. They are lovers of sin and haters of God (Romans
l:30). Until this hatred be conquered, how can they come to God with any kind
of love? Their affections will lead them farther from Him every step they take,
and how can they return, unless He draw them to Himself? If they can but be
convinced of the vanity and emptiness of all these creature comforts, upon
which they have set their hearts, and can see reason to think that God will be
reconciled and love them, notwithstanding their former opposition to Him, then
they will be disposed to seek His love, but, until they be convinced of these two
truths, they cannot be drawn to seek happiness in God.

This is the plain doctrine of scripture. our divine Lord and Master thus
instructs His disciples, "No man can come unto me, except the Father, which
hath sent me, draw him" (John 6:44).

The condition of man after the fall of Adam, is such that he cannot turn and
prepare himself by his own natural strength and good works to faith and calling
upon God; wherefore we have no power to do good works pleasant and
acceptable to God, without the grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we
may have a good will, and working with us when we have that good will. Here we
are taught that man by the fall is turned away from God, and has no strength to
return, unless the grace of Christ go before to give him a good will, and then
work with him, when he has that good will. He has no strength in any of his
faculties; they are all turned from God, and the grace of christ alone is able to
draw them back again. The understanding has no light. It is entirelyin darkness,
as to the things of God (Ephesians 4:18) and the eye of the mind can no more
enlightenitself thantheeyeof thebodycanenlightenitself withoutlight. when
the first ray of grace breaks in upon us, it finds us, as it did the heathen at the
coming of christ, sitting in darkness and the shadow of death. And unless the
rays of His grace shine into the understanding, it cannot be enlightened. Christ is
the only light of the world. He is in the kingdom of grace what sun is in nature.
stop the influence of His bright beams and the understanding will never see any
reason to follow Him, nor can the will choose Him. The will of the natural man is
depraved. It has a wrong bias, and is directly opposite to the will of God, and
never can desire to be reconciled, unless the Holy Spirit draw it.

Fallen man has no free will but to sin, if that may be called free which is tied
and bound with the chains of sin. The Scripture is absolutely positive upon this
point, declaring that "the carnal mind" (the will of our corrupt nature) ',is
enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can
be" (Romans 8:7) until it be delivered from the boldage and slavery of sin.
It cannot be subject to the will of God unless His grace draws it to Himself, for by
nature it is drawn to sin. "The flesh always lusteth against the spirit," says the
Scripture. Fallen man is of his own nature inclined to evil. we run fast enough
into evil. we want nothing to draw us. sin strikes upon our nature and catches,
like a spark upon gunpowder. Surely we can all remember with what different
tempers we used to go to the playhouse, and to church - how much greater
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dctht we took in spending an evening over the devil's books or at an innocent
ga: :' of anrds, as his children call it, than in reading the Word of God. And are
thcte none of you who now find more joy in many things than you do in prayer?
Thesc are evident proofs that you are still governed by the will of the flesh, which
the Scripture says lusteth always against the spirit, and therefore how can a
dcsire ever arise in it after God or the things of God, unless Christ draw it to
Himself? But the worst part of our occuption consists in the depravity of our
affections, for they are also governed by the will of the flesh, and are according
to the apostle to be crucified. "And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh
rith the affections and lusts" (Galatians 5:24). And theythat are not Christ,s are
sdll under the power of the affections and lusts of the flesh. The heart, which is
the commanding faculty, is in them shut against God, but is open to receive sin,
loves it, dotes upon it, yea, is so enamoured of it as to prefer its short and empty
joys to the solid felicity of an eternal heaven. And what power is able to break
these chains? who can set our hearts at liberty, and turn them from sin to
righteousness? who, but the same God that created our hearts at first? He alone
can draw the affections from the love of the world and from the love of sin and
self up to the things above where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God.

Upon all these accounts it appears that man is incapable even of going to
christ and much more of running after Him, unless he be drawn. The Scripture
is express, "No man can come unto christ, except the Father draw him". Such is
the condition of fallen man, that he cannot turn himself to God, unless the grace
of christ go before to give him a good will and then work with him when he has
that good will. This is also evident from matter of fact and from experience.
We find that all men by nature, instead of turning themselves to Christ who is the
fountain of every good, turn to sin which is the source of every evil. Among
learned and polite nations professing Christianity there is the same ignorance of
the things of God as among the darkest heathen, the same depravity of will, the
s:rme corruption in the heart and the affections, which are clear and full proofs
of our inabilityever to go to christ, unless He draw us to Himself. The speaker in
the text saw these proofs in a strong light. He found his want of a Saviour, and he
felt how unable he was to do anything toward attaining or meriting the Saviour's
love. He was quite helpless and without strength, therefore he begs the grace of
christ would draw him. My brethren, are you in this state? Do you see the
reasons which I have now laid before you in a clear and convincing light? If not,
may the ever-blessed God of whom we are speaking draw you by His grace unto
Himself. But, if you are convinced, then you will glaflly follow me to the con-
sideration of the Scripture method of drawing the soul to christ. This is the
second point upon which I was to speak. .,

It is evident fallen man wants drawing to christ because the Scripture has
taught us the established method by which He draws us. The several steps of it
are there particularly marked out for our instruction, that we might be certain
how the work of grace advances in our own souls. The word of God is the
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outward means of drawing us. The Holy spirit applyrng the word is the inward
means. He begins His application by awakening the careless secure sinner and by
convincing him deeply and thoroughly of his being a sinful, helpless creature. Hi
shows him how entirely he is departed from God and how unable he is to return,
and then He makes him deeply sensible of his misery until he does return. By this
means the awakened sinner finds his want of a Saviour, and it is the daily piayer
of his heart that hemay find pardon and peacethrough the blood of the Lamb of
God, but at the same time he feels so much of his corruption that he knows these
prayers could never have arisen in his heart unless the Holy Spirit had begun to
draw him unto Christ. He who could before boast of the light of nature ind of
the great stretch of his reasoning faculties, now finds nothing but blindness and
darkness in his understanding. He who used to think highly of the dignity of
human nature and of man's rectitude, and of the moral sense, now sees that his
will is by nature inclined to evil. Now he feels himself to be a poor, lost sinner
whose heart and affections are so far turned from God that, unless the Holy
Spirit create in him a new heart, he can never return.

Being thus convinced of his sinfulness and misery, and of his own helplessness
to take one step towards his deliverance, he is prepared for the next worli of grace
which is to draw him and to unite him to christ by faith. If the Holy spirii had
never convinced him of sin, he would never have found any want of a Saviour;
and if he had never seen his own helplessness, he would not have seen any
necessity for being drawn to Christ by His grace, but, being now convinced that
he is both a sinner and also a helpless sinner, the desires of his soul are drawn out
after God, and he is in a right temper to wait upon God until He be'gracious unto
him. It is the office of the Holy Spirit to keep him waiting in the ways of the
ordinances, until in God's due time He is sent to convince him of righteousness,
and to bear witness with his spirit that the Father has accepted him and pardoned
him through the merits of His beloved son. Hereby he receives a well-grounded
faith in the obedience and sufferings of Jesus christ. He can safely apply the
merits of them to himself, and has great joy and peace in believing that they are
imputed unto him for righteousness. He has the sure witness of this in himself,
even the witness of the Holy Spirit bearing testimony that Christ is his Saviour
and that God is his reconciled Father. This spirit of adoption enables him to cry,"Abba, Father", and to go to God with filial love and confidence. He now lovis
God because he knows that God first loved him and thus he is drawn to God by
the cords of a man, by the bands of love, and is ready through grace to give
outward evidence of the reality of the inward work, ly running after christ in
the way of His commandments.

Thus the Holy spirit is the convincer of sin and the convincer of righteous-
ness, and by these two convictions He draws the sinner and unites him unto
Christ. He shews him that he wants a Saviour and then He shews him his interest
in the Saviour. He first makes him feel that he is a lost sinner in himself, and then
that he is saved by the righteousness of Jesus Christ. This is the established
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mcthod in which the Holy Spirit draws the sinner unto the Saviour and this is a
farther proof of its being necessary he should be drawn, since the Scripture has
informed us both of the agent by whom, and also of the method by which, he is
drawn unto Christ.

My brethren, have you experienced this? Has the Holy Spirit drawn you from
the love of sin and self? Have you left the world and all that is called great and
happy in it to follow Christ? Is no object more desirable than He is, in your eyes?
Can you take up the cross and run after Him with joy, although reproach,
ridicule and opposition meet you at every step? Examine your own hearts and try
them by the certain effects which follow upon the Holy Spirit's drawing the
soul to Christ.

This is the third particular in the text. "Draw me, and we will run after thee."
The natural man cannot follow Christ, because his heart and his affections are in
another interest. He loves to follow the world and its pleasures. If he was
convinced it was right to follow Christ, he would meet with many insuperable
difficulties before he could set out and run after Him. But when the Holy Spirit
draws him, He then removes that unwillingness which made the way appear
so difficult, and when He renews the faculties, He then gives them strength
to overcome every difficulty. By His grace the inbred opposition is subdued.
The understanding is enlightened and sees the way clearly. The will follows it
readily; the heart and the affections pursue it cheerfully. They follow their Lord
and Saviour whithersoever He goeth. They run after Him with ease in the way
that was before difficult, with pleasure in the way that was before painful and
with continuance in the way, wherein before they could not take a step.

When the Holy Spirit has drawn the sinner to Christ, and really united him by
faith to the Head of the mystical Body, he is then a new creature; old things are
passed away, behold, all things are become new, both in his state and actions.
The branch of the wild olive tree is grafted in and partakes of the root and fatness
of the good olive tree, whereby its nature is changed. There is a real and an entire
change made, which appears evidently to the common observer, by the outward
change in a man's life and conversation. He acts upon different motives to what
he did before. He pursues different ends and by different means. Before he ran
after the world, now he runs after Christ. Christ is now become all his treasure,
and the heart will be where its treasure is, and where the heart is the other
faculties will follow. No opposition shall discourage them. Let them be drawn
and united to Christ and none of His commandments will be grievous. Even self
denial, the hardest commandment, will be easy. Placp the love of Christ in the
heart and the man who before shrank from and trembled at reproach is nothing
moved at it. He that was afraid of having his name cast out with contempt, now
can rejoice in being despised for Christ's sake. He can give up his character; he
was once reckoned a learned and a good man but now he can bear to be called a
madman and a fool. He takes up his cross daily and runs on rejoicing. The
contempt of the world hastens his steps. It spurs him on. It drives him nearer
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to his saviour, and makes him live in closer communion with Him. If worldly
men knew what infinite service they do us by their opposition, they would alter
their behaviour, for they are our real friends, though they do not intend us any
kindness. They make us sit looser and freer from the world than we otherwis-e
should do, and when we are willing sometimes to take a little rest and our love
andzeal begin to abate something of their ardour, then they stir us up and make
us mend our pace homewards.

Thus the Holy Spirit causes all things to work together for our good, even
outward opposition, sanctified by His grace, helps us forward and enables us to
run the faster after Christ. I hope there are many of us that can say with the
apostle, that nothing shall separate us from our blessed Lord and Saviour. .,I am
persuaded, " says he, "that neither tribulation nor distress, persecution, famine,
nakedness, peril or sword, shall be able to separate us from the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."

My brethren, if you have been drawn to christ, have these effects followed?
Are you running after Him in the ways of His commandments and running with
delight as after the greatest happiness you can enjoy in time and in eternity? If
this be your state, then in you is this Scripture fulfilled. May He keep you by His
almighty grace and lead you on safely, until He draw you up to Himself and
make you blessed with Him for ever and ever. But if this be not your state, then it
is incumbent upon me to warn you of your guilt and of your danger, and to call
upon you by everything that is dear and valuable to reflect seriously upon the
situation you are in, and this brings me to the fourth and last particular upon
which I was to speak. while I am applying it as closely as God shall enable me,
oh may He second my application by His grace and carry it with His effectual
working to every one of your consciences.

First, in the spirit of love, I address myself to those persons whose affections
are not drawn out after Christ by the sweet influence of His Spirit. Although
christ has every beauty, every perfection in Himself, and is willing to commu-
nicate to us of His fulness grace for grace, yet, alas! few persons desire Him and
fewer run after Him. You may easily draw them to a play, to a concert or to a
hall, but to the God of all grace and glory, what arguments, what motives can
draw them! Propose to them a fair opportunity of getting a great fortune, show
them the way to honour and grandeur, their hearts meet the proposal with
raptures, but, change the discourse and present to them the inestimable riches of
Jesus christ and the eternal honours and grandeur which He has to give, they
feel no emotion. What can be the cause of this strange inconsistency? Whence il
it that men who love pleasure should nevertheless be so absurd as to prefer
sensual to spiritual and temporal to eternal pleasures? Nay, so monstrously and
wickedly absurd, as to let the love of the world shut out thelove of that God who
made it and who will soon destroy it. what can be the reason of this but that
man is a corrupt fallen creature, depraved in every faculty of soul and body,
insomuch that in spiritual matters he is as incapable of acting aright as a dead
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man is of acting at all, for he is dead in trespasses and sins. Before he can move or
rtir a step he must be awakened and convinced of his own helplessness. Then he
rill have reason to wait upon God for his help. But if he never find himself sick
he will never send for the physician. If he be never convinced that he cannot go to
ctrist unless he be drawn, he will never desire the Holy spirit to draw Him. And
if any of you be in this case, awake, thou that sleepest in death. Oh! awake -
a* ake! - open thine eyes, and consider thy guilt. whither can sin draw thee, but
to hell? consider thy danger, how near thou art to it. Thy heart and affections
have never been drawn after Christ, but they are still placed upon those objects
rr'hich draw the love of all natural men unto themselves. Either money or
pleasure or ambition are their favourite pursuits, so far as to exclude Jesus
Christ, yea, the very hungering and thirsting after Him. You have not even a
desire to experience His love, and therefore you may be assured that you have no
work of grace in you. You are still in your natural state, at an infinite distance
from God. You have the guilt of your nature and the guilt of your lives to answer
for at His great tribunal. His holy law has already condemned you, and has
passed sentence upon you, threatening to pour out all its curses upon your guilty
heads. The righteous Judge is bound to see them executed upon you, and you
know not how soon He may call you to judgment. Oh! may God rouse you of
your fears, my brethren, and alarm you at the sight of your danger. Shall you,
who fly with eager haste from temporal danger, be easy and careless while the
Almighty God is your enemy and He may this moment come and get glory to all
His attributes by your everlasting destruction? Can you think yourselves secure
in this case, while there is only this little vapour in your nostrils between you and
hell? Lord Jesus, forbid it.

I hope many of you are brought thus far and can truly say, "Draw me, and we
will run after thee". If you can desire this sincerely, then the Holy Spirit has
already begun to set your hearts at liberty. wait upon Him, and He will enable
you to follow christ with delight, whithersoever He calleth you. He will let you
see so much of your want of Christ and of His all-sufficiency to supply your
wants, that you will resolve to give up all for Him. You will see nothing more
worthy of your pursuit than the knowledge of your interest in Jesus. There is
indeed nothing else worth your pursuit. Unless you are found in Him, God the
Father is your enemy, as you are a sinner in yourself, but when He sees you in the
son of His love, a living member of His body, all His blessings are yours in time
and in eternity. oh, then, be earnest, be unwearied at the throne of grace until
you are drawn to Christ and by faith united to Him..Whatever keeps you from
Him, pray that it may be removed, and be it ever so dear an object, a right hand
or a right eye, look up to Him, and He will give grace sufficient for you. If it be
sin, He is almighty to save you from it. If it be great sin, His merits and righteous-
ness are infinite. If they be many sins, what proportion do they bear to infinity?
Are you a poor, lost sinner, did not He come to seek and to save that which was
lost? Are your sins of a deep dye? The greatest have been pardoned. But none,
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you think, were ever so great as yours. How can that be? Is it not written that
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, "of whom, I," says Paul, "am

chief". But still the sense of your great unworthiness fills you with doubts and
fears. You forget that Christ is the Saviour of the unworthy. When He gives you
Paul's faith and you can say with him, "Jesus loved me, and gave himself for
me", then your doubts and fears will fly before it. Whatever keeps you from
Christ is an enemy to your soul. Pray, therefore, against it. Intreat the Holy
Spirit to remove it, that you may be drawn to the loving Saviour of sinners and
united to Him by living faith. Until He produce this grace in you, seek Him
diligently in all His ordinances. They are the instituted means by which He draws
sinners to Himself, and more closely unites believers.

The Word is the ordinance which He chiefly uses to the awakening of sinners.
Glory be to Him for that attractive virtue and powerful efficacy which still
accompanies the preaching of it. By His blessing it is daily effectual to the
convincing and converting of careless sinners, and to the building up and
establishing of believers. Wait then under it and look up to God for the
quickening Spirit to enable you to mix faith with what you hear. Be much in
prayer. Pray to have your affections drawn from the world and fixed upon God.
Seek His presence in every ordinance and when you find Him in it, He will give
you that grace which He intended it should convey. Thus persevere in the use of
the means until He bring you to the end. You shall find Him whom your soul
seeketh. He will draw you to Himself, and then you will be able to run after Him
to whatever He calls you to do or to suffer. I hope there are several of you in this
happy condition and to you, my Christian brethren, I address myself in the
third and last place.

You know the truth of this Scripture by your own experience. Having been
convinced that you could not come unto Christ except the Father had drawn you
by His good Spirit, you waited upon Him until He gave you faith, and united you
to Jesus Christ. Being united to the Lord and giver of grace and glory all things
are become yours. You are now the sons of God and your heavenly Father will
make all things work together for your good. You are heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ. Oh ! remember your privileges and walk as children and sons of
the Most High God. Keep near to your reconciled Father and be ever looking to
Jesus your dear Redeemer and seek to be drawn nearer to Him daily by waiting
upon Him in His ordinances, that you may have more of His life and love. Let
the great things He hath done for your souls be manifested by your outward
walking. Show that you have nearness to God the Fatber through the Son of His
love and access with confidence through the faith that is in Him. Let this appear
by your living upon Christ's fulness and receiving from thence grace for grace.
And the more grace you receive in the strength of it run the faster after Christ for
more grace. Run in the ways of His commandments, follow His example, and
press close after Him in His steps. The more you are conformed to Him in
holiness, the more shall you be like Him in glory.
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An Unusual Dream
Genesis 2Ezl0-22

STAN EVERS (potton, Beds)

JAcoB coulD Nor run fast enough from his angry brother Esau. He tricked
his blind old father Isaac into giving him the privileges which belonged to his older
brother Esau. Jacob's devious mother Rebekah devised his crafty schemes. It was
she who now suggested that Jacob escape Esau's seething revenge and murderous
threats by leaving home on the pretext of looking for a wife among his father,s
relatives. The family broke up. Jacob never saw his father or mother again.

l. The Vision (verses 10-12)
Jacob arrived at an isolated place near Haran, where his grandfather Abraham
once lived. The words he lighted upon a certain place (verse I l) suggest that he
came to this spot without prior planning. He just happened to be at that location
when the sun was setting so he decided to spend the night there. However, God
was still in control of events, He was guiding the friendless and homeless Jacob.
As he laid his head on the hard stone pillow so his guilty past and his precarious
future troubled his mind and soul. But God had not abandoned deceitful Jacob.
Neither does he desert us in our moments of failure.

Jacob saw, in a dream, a ladder on which angels were going up and down.
At the top of the ladder was the Lord Himself. God was saying to Jacob:"There is a great distance between you, the sinner, and myself, the holy God.
Nevertheless, I am reaching down to you because of my tender love."

The God who reached down to Jacob is willing to forgive all who turn in
repentance to Him. How can the King of heaven pardon sinful rebels like us?
Jesus supplied the answer to that question when he referred to Jacob's dream in
conversation with a man named Nathanael (John l:51). Jesus Himself is the
stairway between God and sinners through His atoning death on the cross.

2. The Voice (verses 13-15)
The God who spoke to his grandfather Abraham and to his father Isaac now
speaks to Jacob! surprisingly enough the Lord does not rebuke him for his
deception. What then does He say?

(l) Godpromisedto give Jacob and his descendanis the land on which he was
sleeping and to bring him back to it in the future (verses 13, l5). The onlypiece of
ground owned by Jacob's family was the burial plot of Abraham and Sarah.
Genesis 35 records Jacob's return to Bethel - the site of his unusual dream.
Joshua relates how the Jews took over the land of canaan. God kept His
Word - He always does.
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(2) God predicted that Jacob's descendants would be as numerous and
as widespreadas the dust of the earth and that through his family the whole
world would receive blessing (verse l4). When God spoke to Jacob he was
alone with no wife or children. The remaining chapters of Genesis record
how Jacob became the father of twelve sons whose families grew into the
nation of Israel. Out of the nation of Israel came the Messiah. God's promises
to Jacob looked beyond one man and one nation to Jesus, the Saviour of
the world.

(3) God pled7ed to give Jacob His presence and His protection (verse l5a).
God never once failed Jacob.

What then do we learn from God's promise, prediction andpledge to Jacob?
The God who knew Jacob's future has planned ours too ! Our crowning future is
the glory of heaven! Meanwhile God will be with us and guard us whatever
set-backs we face. The God who spoke to Jacob at Bethel speaks to us now
through the Bible - His inerrant Word.

3. The Vow (verses 16-22)
How did Jacob react to this unusual dream? Note -

(l) His detight that God should speak to him (verses 16-17). This encounter
with God was unsought and unexpected. God had spoken many times to his
father and his grandfather but never to him. He had a bad past, he "lived up" to
his name, Jacob - deceiver. But the gracious God came to him with words of
love and reassurance. Bethel became the door of heaven for sinful Jacob. As we
worship we too may suddenly sense the nearness of God. Jacob's surprise was
accompaniedby reverence (verse l7). Reverence is essential to a real experience
of God. Sadly it is missing in evangelicalism today.

(2\ His desire that others should know about his dream and the God who met
him that night (verses I 8- 19). He turned his pillow upright to become a memorial
stone. Do we pray, "Lord, speak to me that I may speak in living echoes of
Thy tone"?

(3) His devot ion expressed to God by making a vow (verees 20-22). Jacob was
not making a cheap bargain with God - You give me moterial prosperity and I
will serve You - He was simply repeating God's own promise (verse l5). If
Jehovah kept His promises it would prove indeed that He was Jacob's God.
Therefore Jacob would give back a tenth of everything to the Lord as an
expression of his gratitude to the good God.

Conclusion
The outcome of Jacob's vision was his declaration in verse 2l . .'. then shall the
LORD be my God.Isthat your resolve in all the varied experiences of life? If so
then God says to you as He said to Jacob - I am with thee, and will keep thee . . .
whither thou goest (verse l5).
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The Revelation of Jesus Christ
Revelation 1:1

GORDON D. BUCKLEY (Winchcombe, Chettenham)

1. THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST GLORIFIED
The four Gospels paint a moving picture, by the inspired words of the Holy
Spirit, of the divine Son of God leaving His Father's heavenly presence to step
into our fallen, evil, rebellious world. He came forth, in surpassing mercy and
grace, to deliver from sin and everlasting misery those upon whom He and His
heavenly Father had determined from the eternal ages to redeem and make His
own people. But at what aprice, even bythe merits of the life He gave up, and the
precious blood that He shed on dark Calvary's hill. "I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance." What a move it was for Him to take - to
enter into the depths of an estrangement with His Father that He had never
experienced, and that His holy and divine nature could never have known."Help us to understand it, help us to take it in, what it meant to Him the Holy
One to bear away our sin." Here was a unique Person accomplishing a unique
work that none other could ever attempt. "salvation alone is of the Lord" -
"And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth" (John
l:14). The Gospels truly portray "Jesus who was made a little lower than the
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the
grace of God should taste death for every man" (Hebrews 2:9).

The Lord Jesus died and rose again by the power of the Holy spirit in glorious
triumph, and ascended up on high as the only Mediator between God and sinful
man, and to become the living Advocate of His redeemed people in His Father's
presence. "Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name
which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every
rongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father"
(Philippians 2:9-ll). The Gospels show us that great stoop made from His
eternal glory into that state of sinless and unsurpassing humility of His thirty-
three years on earth - then on to the glorious triumph through the Cross, and
His return home to His Father in indescribable glory, as wonderfully expounded
to us in the Epistles of the New Testament. Now we liave His glory displayed in
this book of the Revelation - the Revelation of Jesus Christ (Revelation l: l) -
now glorified! "The prophets had inquired and searched diligently of the grace
that should come unto you, searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of
Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings
of Christ, and the glory that should follow" (l Peter l:10-l l).

205



2M The Gospel Magazine

(Revelation 5:5)
"The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the
book, and to loose the seven seals thereof" (Revelation 5:5). The Lord Jesus has
ascended to the Heavens above, but do not let His enemies think that He is far
removed from the unceasing affairs of the world below, the world of nations, the
world of strife, of false religions and sinful men - the world that is peopled with
offenders against God and those who rebel against the holy Lord and His
Anointed (Psalm 2). Before the Master left, at that dramatic event of the
Ascension on the Mount of Olives, as they looked up into the bright blue sky, the
disciples could not have failed to remember His final statement to them with its
concluding commission - "All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" (Matthew 28:18-19).

In Heaven itself a process has started as He opens the first seal of the book,
of the volume of the purposes of God for the Universe, in this vision of the
Revelation, chapter 6, verse 2. Sitting on the white horse with crown on head and
bow in hand, the Heavenly Lamb goes forth to victory, "conquering and to
conquer". What greater conquest could there ever be than to redeem those for
whom He died on the Cross, to deliver them from sin and Satan, from eternal
death and everlasting woe?

In the hands of the risen Lord in Heaven resides total, complete and compre-
hensive authority and power - not only above, but also in and over the world
below of fallen men and of devils. The call to repentance and the message of
saving faith goes out into the world and to all the nations of men. The message is
to the wicked and commands the peoples to repent and to turn to Christ for His
mercies in salvation, as He calls out of the world His own people to His name.
So we see the angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to
preach to those who dwell on the earth (Revelation 14:l-13).

The Lord Jesus deals with men not only in the invitation of the Gospel but also
in the series of historical judgments in the affairs of men, so much as it was in the
times of Pharoah, Moses and Aaron, described in the early chapters of the
book of Exodus. The Lord is of great mercy, patience and longsuffering, not
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance,
commanding and moving them to be obedient to His inviting Word, and to
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and to receive the mighty benefits of His
finished work at Calvary's Cross.

The Conquering One, seated on the white horse, has opened the first seal and
all people are brought within its scope. After the healing of the lame man at the
Pool of Bethesda (John chapter 5), in the early part of our Lord's earthly
ministry, with the growing enmity and resistance of the Jewish leaders, He made
the significant utterance, "The Father judges no one, but has committed a//
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judgment to the Son, that all men should honour the Son, even as they honour
the Father. He that honours not the Son honours not the Father who has sent
him" (John 5:22-23). Let ungodliness and false religion and the apostates and
heretics from the Faith take note and beware (Jude 4-8).

The Lamb who opens the first seal continues to open, to the end of time, the
remaining six seals, with the sounding forth from the Heavens of the warning
rrumpet blasts and the outpouring of the fieryvials of thewrath of God upon the
carth. "In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God and
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Revelation 8:7, 16:2:
2 Thessalonians l:8). "The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David has
prwailed to open the book and to loose the seven seals thereof." This process is
continuing to our own day and times, and we are exhorted, "Watch therefore:
for ye know not in what hour your Lord doth come" (Matthew 24l.42\.

3. THE GLORIFIED LORD IN THE CHURCHES
(Revelation lz12-16l

"In the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man"
(Revelation l:3). In the first vision given to the apostle John, the glorified
Lord Jesus Christ is seen in all His holy, risen, ascended magnificence. How
overwhelming was that experience to this disciple. He had been one of the inner
three (Matthew l7), and probably the nearest, who had leaned on his Master's
bosom at the Last Supper (John 13:23). He had followed the submitting Jesus
into the courtyard of the high priest's palace, when others had fled, at the entry
of Judas and the forces of the chief priests, from the Garden of Gethsemane
(Mark 14:50).

Before the resplendent presence and majestic appearance of the Son of God in
His glory, even this man John was totally overcome with the sense of awe and
utter amazement. He fell on his face as one dead! (Revelation l:17). Here is a
challenging lesson for all of us in the light of much of the spiritually deficient and
unhealthy familiarity and irreverence that we sometimes sadly see and hear in
some of our late 2fth century congregations. We can often be very far from the
real presence of thetrue and living God when we ought to beapproaching Himin
awe and reverence and veneration at His throne. We should examine ourselves,
in our Churches, on this matter of our attitudes, our thought and words, and
our worship.

But the grace and condescension of our risen and glorified Lord and Saviour
shines out in the apostle's plight - "And he laid his right hand upon me, saying,
Fear not, I am the first and the last - I am he that liveth and was dead . . . ". This
glorious Person is truly and wonderfully identified to His servant! In this
opening vision the Lord Jesus is revealed also in His headship, not only of the
Church universal, but of the Churches terrestrial. At Caesarea Philippi, in His
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earthly ministry, He declared His great plan to the assembled disciples: "I will
build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matthew
16:18). Later He referred to the component Churches that He would call into
being in many places throughout the world, "Where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them" (Matthew l8:20).

This first vision shows Him as the Head of the Church universal standing
among some of the territorial Churches of Asia Minor of the apostle John's
day. Seven are listed and are seen as being represented in the seven golden
candlesticks, probably typical of the overall Churches of all times and places.
In their midst, and as the only true centre and heart, stands the Christ
of God.

Christ is the Head of the Church universal and of all the individual Churches
that profess His name. As such they are responsible to Him for faithfulness to
His teaching, and also for holiness of living, and for loyalty in witness to Him
in this world. Each Church is always examined in the light of the Lord's revealed
truth of His given Word of the Scriptures, and the searchlight of His gaze is
brought to bear upon all the varying aspects of the life and witness of those who
profess to represent Him in this fallen world.

This examination and appraisal applies today. "I know thy works and thy
labour, but thou hast left thy first love - [ know thy tribulation and poverty
and patience, but thou art rich, be faithful unto death - thou hast there those
who hold the evil doctrines of Balaam - thou sufferest that woman Jezebel to
teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication - thou hast a name that
thou livest and art dead - thou hast little strength and hast kept my word -
because thou art lukewarm I will spue thee out of my mouth" (Revelation
chapters 2 and 3).

How searching is the presence and the evaluation of the Head of the Churches
upon the congregations who claim to represent Him. All the Epistles of the New
Testament bring divine examination and warning to some, also encouragement
to others. The Spirit of God, ever applying the Word of God to the professing
people of God, has been active down the years of time sirrce the events of the
mighty Day of Pentecost, indeed from earliest occasion.

The Lord Jesus brings appropriate condemnation to some who turn from His
ways, but also gives commendation and promise to those individuals who are
described as His "overcomers". "He shall eat of the tree of life which is in the
midst of the paradise of God - he shall not be hurt of the second death - I will
give to him to eat of the hidden manna - he shall be given power to rule over the
nations - he shall be clothed in white raiment - I will make him a pillar in the
temple of my God - he shall sit with me in my throne" (Revelation chapters
2 and 3).

In the Churches on earth are we today succumbers or overcomers? "In the
midst of the candlesticks there is one like unto the Son of man."
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4. THE GLORIFIED LORD IN THE WORLD
(Revelation 19:16)

Thc Lord Jesus Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords (Revelation 19:16).
He is "The faithful witness, the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of
rhe kings of the earth" (Revelation l:5). He is totally active in His operations
eod functions, not only in Heaven, but also in the Churches of history, and
spocially in this present evil world, and in all its affairs, down the years from
His Ascension to the time of His Second Coming. He is King of kings and
l,ord of lords.

ln opening each of the seven seals of the book in His hand He has complete
initiating and processing power over all the events of our human history on
earth. The seven trumpets sounding (Revelation chapters 8 to ll) also herald
His holy warnings and invitations, and judgments to the kings and rulers of
rhe earth and their peoples through the ages, who take council together against
rhe Lord and against His Anointed (Psalm 2). In the seven vials of the wrath of
God poured out upon the earth (Revelation chapters 15 and 16) we see His
intensification of the judgments of the Lord in warnings still, and of
punishments greater.

The Lamb who is viewed upon the white horse going forth conquering and to
conquer in the opening vision of the sealed book of the purposes of God
(Revelation 6:2) is observed at the conclusion of His mighty age-long campaign.
He is victorious beyond the mighty triumphs of all the earth's greatest warriors
that have come and gone, Nebuchadnezzar, Alexander, Caesar, Ghengis Khan,
Napoleon, and others. At the end of time He is still seated on the white horse
and is called Faithful and True, who with righteousness judges and makes war.
Out of His mouth goes a sharp sword and with it He smites the nations and
rules them with a rod of iron. He treads the winepress of the fierceness of the
n'rath of Almighty God and His name is "King of kings and Lord of lords"
( Revelation l9: I l-16).

Satan is greatly active in our fallen world, but only within the limitations set
upon him by the Lord God. "He opened the bottomless pit and smoke arose out
of the pit as the smoke of a great furnace - and out of the smoke came locusts
upon the earth with power as scorpions to hurt those men who had not the seal of
God in their foreheads" (Revelation 9:3-4). By three plagues a third of mankind
was killed - by the fire, by the smoke and by brimstone - and the rest of men
srill did not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not worship
devils and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone and wood;'neither did they repent of
rheir murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornications, nor of their thefts
(Revelation 9:18-21).

Then, finality comes at last, and the running judgments observed in the seven
seals, the seven trumpets, and the seven vials terminate in the Great White
Throne Judgment, when all the dead of the earth stand before God and anyone
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not found written in the Lamb's Book of Life shall be cast into the lake of fire
and tormented for ever and ever (Revelation chapter 20). The Lord Jesus Christ
is altogether and for ever King of kings and Lord of lords (Revelation 19: 16).

5. CONCLUSION

Here in the book of the Revelation, the Lord Jesus Christ is shown in all the
wonder of His Person and in all the triumph of His work. From His Ascension
into Heaven to His Father's Throne, until He comes again in great power and
glory to bring all things to a fitting end, He is building His Church and directing
the affairs of this world. "He upholds all things by the word of his power"
(Hebrews l:3). We see Him from His chosen and deliberate self-humiliation
to bring forth our salvation, now raised up to glory and total domination.
He is indeed the glorified Lord in the Heavens, the glorified Lord in the
Churches and the glorified Lord in the world, working out His mighty and
sovereign cosmic purposes.

But our present fallen world in its ongoing rebellion and sin under satanic
influence, chooses not to submit to Him and to the Gospel of the grace of God.
As most of the religious leaders and the people of the Jews spurned Him at His
first coming, and neglected His wonderful teachings and mighty works, so do
many of the prominent religious leaders of our day with their followers. Many of
the professing Christian Churches indeed can be seen in the developed and
varying reflections of the seven Churches described so graphically in Revelation
chapters 2and3.

In most of such Churches there appearto bemany "succumbers", fallen from
the truths and practices so clearly specified in Holy Scripture, and on the other
hand, few "overcomers", persevering in the saving life and work of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Present philosophy of religion presents an arrogant and boastful spirit
rejecting the Bible as the Word of God and showing an attitude of disdain to
those who will not be "with it", holding the ideals of secular evolution,
progressing to ever-advancing levels of religious life and general culture, with
developing notions of "One World", with social, national and international
harmony through human endeavour alone.

One senses the atmosphere of the times of Noah and Lot again (Luke
17:26-30), there is certainly very real evidence of developing apostasy in many of
the major Church systems (2 Timothy 3:l-9 and 2Peter chapter 3). No man
knows the day nor the hour of the return of our Loid and Saviour from His
Heavenly Throne with ten thousands of His saints, but we must still face the
unfinished task that He has left to His Church. "Go into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature."

We can still be sure that the Lord of the Churches is continuing to call to His
"overcomers" in the Churches: "But thou, O man of God, flee these things;
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and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.
Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life . . . keep this command-
ment without spot, unrebukable, until the appearance of our Lord Jesus
Chr i s t . . .  "  ( l  T imo thy6 : l l - 14 ) .

Compassion
Colossians 3:12

COMPASSION is part of the essential equipment of everytrue Christian, and it
is part of our equipment which may be most easily and perilously destroyed.
An infrequent contact with sorrow may enrich the compassions: constant
familiarity with it tends to dry them up. I would rather covet the tears, and the
choked speech, and a body tired and drained, than enter into a familiarity with
sorrow which estranges one from the sore and stricken hearts of my fellow-men.

If our compassions fail, our power is gone. If we do notfeel with our fellow-
men, we shall never be a help to them. "Though I speak with the tongues of men
and of angels, and have not love, I am nothing. " If I lose my sympathy, I lose my
rision. Sympathy is the parent of discernment ! The finer the sympathy, the more
exquisite the discernment. "When he was yet a great way off, the father saw
him." That is the kind of vision we should covet; the fine, sensitive sympathy
*'hich can discern the first faint stirrings in aman's heart when heis just inclining
towards God. If men feel that we know their very breathings, the secret move-
ments of their spirits, they may let us be their guide and friend. But if our
compassions are dried, they will know our benumbment, and our endeavour will
fall like a shower of hard gravel rather than as a shower of soft refreshing rain. If
our familiarity with the shadows of life has impoverished our compassion, let us
get the stream renewed. "In his love and in his pity he redeemed them." A
reverent intimacy with the Lord will deliver us from the hardening influence of
ceaseless familiarity. He will "come down like rain . . . ". He will "open rivers in
high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys". "The desert shall become
a pool, and the dry land springs of water." If we have lost our sensitive
sympathy, we may find in the loss some explanation of our ineffectiveness.

Then, too, we want more tenderness in our speec.h. Let us go back to our
wooing days: think of all the little devices - all of them legitimate - employed
in order to woo the affections of someone we love. Think, too, of the little
tenderness paid, all the kindly abounding services rendered, when even the
flickering response seemed to be a repulse.

If we turn to the Old Testament Scriptures we might expect the wooing noteto
be absent. Amos is severe in speech, stern in expostulations, multiplying his
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denunciations, yet you find that even stern Amos sometimes lays aside his
thunder and begins to woo. And as for Hosea, he is the wooer from beginning to
end. In Isaiah, at the end of a chapter in which there is poured out abounding
denunciation and woe, "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people". He was a great
wooer. Let us speak more with that note in our voice, have more of the gentleness
and compassion of our Lord. J.C.

"Enriched by Him"
l Corinthians 1:5

BEHOLD THE SUPERLATIVE LIBERALITY of the Lord Jesus, for He hath
given us His all. Although a tithe of His possessions would have made a universe
of angels rich beyond all thought, yet was He not content until He had given us
all that He had . It would have been surprising grace if He had allowed us to eat of
the crumbs of His bounty beneath the table of His mercy; but He will do nothing
by halves. He makes us sit with Him and share the feast. Had he given us somei
small pension from His royal coffers, we should have had cause to love Him
eternally; but, no, He will have His bride as rich as Himself, and He will not
have a glory or a grace in which she shall not share. He has not been content
with less than making us joint-heirs with Himself, so that we might have
equal possessions.

He has emptied all His estate into the coffers of the Church, and hath all
things common with His redeemed. There is not one room in His house the key
of which He will withhold from His people. He gives them full liberty to take all
that He hath to be their own; He loves them to make free with His treasure, and
appropriate as much as they can possibly carry. The boundless fulness of His all-
sufficiency is as free to the believer as the air he breathes. Christ hath put the
flagon of His love and grace to the believer's lip, and bidd'en him drink on for
ever; for could he drain it, he is welcome to do so, and as he cannot exhaust it, he
is bidden to drink abundantly, for it is all his own. What truer proof of
fellowship can heaven or earth offer?

"When I stand before the throne
Dressed in beauty not my owfi;

When I see Thee as Thou art,
Love Thee with unsinning heart: 'r

Then, Lord, shall I fully know,
Not till then - how much I owe."

Spurgeon's Portions
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Through De0p Waters
"MY SOUL, reject not the place of thy prostration! It has ever been the robing
room for royalty.

Ask the great ones of the past what has been the spot of their prosperity; they
will say, "It was the cold ground on which I once was laying". Ask Abraham: he
r.r'ill point you to the sacrifice of Moriah. Ask Joseph; he will direct you to his
dungeon. Ask Moses: he will date his fortune from his danger in the Nile. Ask
Ruth: she will bid you build her monument on the field of her toil. Ask David: he
*'ill tell you that his songs came from the night. Ask Job: he will remind you that
God answered him out of the whirlwind. Ask Peter: he will extol his submission
in the sea. Ask John: he will give the palm to Patmos. Ask Paul: he will attribute
his inspiration to the light that struck him blind.

Ask one more - the Son of Man. Ask Him whence has come His rule over the
world. He will answer: "From the cold ground on which I was lying - the
Gethsemane ground; I received my sceptre there."

Thou, too, my soul, shall be garlanded by Gethsemane. The cup thou fain
wouldst pass from thee will be thy coronet in the sweet by-and-by. The hour of
thy loneliness will crown thee. The day of thy depression will regale thee. It is the
desert that will break forth into singing. It is the trees of thy silent forest that will
clap their hands."

George Matheson - from Thoughts for Life's Journey

"He helped His saints in ancient days,
Who trusted in His Name,

And we can witness, to His praise,
His love is still the same.

His presence sweetens all our cares.
And makes our burdens light;

A word from Him dispels our fears,
And gilds the gloom of night.

Lord, let us then most highly prize,
These tokens of Thy love, t

Till Thou shalt bid our spirits rise,
To worship Thee above."

213

John Newton,1779



2r4 The Gospel Magazine

Book Reviews
D. Martyt Lloyd-Jones. Letters 1919-1981. Selected with notes by Iain H.
Murray. The Banner of Truth Trust. f11.95.

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones was the minister of Westminster Chapel, London,
but his vision was countrywide. It occurred to me, Why read other people's
letters? These letters are special and are redolent with the courtesies of Christian
family life. They cover many of the religious discussions of this century; e.g.,
Disappointment in the Ministry; The Suffering of Christ; The Pentecostal
Controversy; Views on Sanctification; The Baptism of the Spirit; Faith Healing:
The Right Attitude in Controversy; and many other topics, including A Call for
an Evangelical Response to Ecumenism.

The letters convey the message of the Gospel without the burden of appearing
tobe "heavytheology". Theyaregoodreading. W.J.p.

Princeton Seminary. Faith and Learning. 1812-1868 (Yolume 1). David B.
Calhoun. The Banner of Truth Trust. t17.95.

To read this book is to meet a group of scholarly men, a fellowship of warm-
hearted pastors of God's flock. It was the continuing work of the Holy Spirit
after the Great Awakening in the United States of America which began with the
visit of George Whitefield in 1739 to Neshaminy. He wrote in his journal that
William Tennent was there and was "preparing gracious youths and sending
them out into the Lord's vineyard. The place where they study is called the
College. It is a Log House, about twenty feet long . . . to me it seemed to resemble
the School of the old prophets."

The Log College was closed in 1742, but several similar places opened in
Maryland and Pennsylvania.

After Yale College had expelled David Brainerd for his "intemporate and
indiscreet zeal' ' , it was resolved to build a new College in New Jersey. The money
required was raised in England, and Nassau Hall was built in Princeton, named
in loyal memory of William III of the House of Nassau. Under the first Head,
John Witherspoon, the college was well established, and the campus extended to
hold 200 students. The second Head, Samuel Smith, was found to be lax in
discipline, and in 1807 a great fire devastated Nassau Hall. That was ascribed to
the presence of non-theological students.

Ashbel Green planned a new college in which the professors were required to
subscribe to the Westminster Confession. The Rev. Dr. Archibald Alexander
was appointed Principal. Among the Faculty, Samuel Miller helped to found the
New York Bible Society, and wrote a book, Letters Concerning the Constitution
of the Christian Ministry. He became the Professor of Ecclesiastical History at
Princeton. His inaugural address was to show that the witnesses for the truth
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in the Dark Ages were all "zealous Trinitarians who held to all the doctrines of
lrace, and stressed the importance of sound learning".

Like all the men in the Princeton seminary, Miller practiced what he
preached, and bound himself by seven resolutions: (i) Remember that I am not
my own, but christ's servant; (ii) Set an example before the students; (iii)
Respect my colleagues, and give no reason for offence; (iv) Not to take an
offence at a colleague; (v) Not to urge my office as minister in that of professor;
(vi) As jesting and levity are my besetting sin, I will set my guard; (vii) Where
many clergy are gathered in one village, they tend to become cheap. I will by
God's grace avoid this.

But what of the other famous names in this book? The Alexanders, the
Grens, the Hodges, John Breckinridge, Asahel Nettleton, charles colcock
Jones, and T. v. Moore, all blend their testimony to the Saviour. you will enjoy
and profit from readingthewhole book. 

W.J.p.

Building on a Sure Foundation. papers read at the 1994 w'estminsrer
conference. Available from the conference secretary, John Harris, E Back
Knowl Road, Mirfield, West Yorks., WF14 9SA. pp. 156. f3.25 including
postsge.
The six papers are:

I. william Tyndole and JustiJication by Faith: Answer to sir Thomas More.
Here the meaning of the Reformers' teaching on Justification is made clear.
It is by faith, through grace.

2. The council of Trent and Modern views on Justificotion. The council
condemned the Reformers for teaching that Justification was not grounded on
the good works of believers, but was by faith alone. some modern theologians
have also said that justification means, "belonging to the community of the
faithful". Both these are inadequate expositions of the biblical teaching,
because they have no place for the "righteousness of christ". paul also in
I corinthians l:30 refers to christ as "our righteousness". Luther explained:"Accordingly you will find peace only in Him, and only when you despair
of yourself, and your own works. You will learn from Him that just as He
has received you, so He has made your sins His own, and has made His
righteousness yours."

3. The Puritan Woman. Thomas Aquinas had said, .,'Women.emerge
inferior in every aspect". Not so the Puritans. Examples of female ability are
taken from Lady Jane Grey, Kathleen Brown (whom Thomas Boston married),
and Brilliana conway, who wrote a commonplace book in l622.It showed she
read her Bible, calvin's Institutes, Perkin's cases of conscience, arrd that she
believed in predestination, and understood that good works and obedience to
God's Law were not, as Roman catholics believed, the means of salvatidn. They
are rather the external signs of election.
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4. The Puritan Treatment of Melancholy. There is a need for accuracy in the
diagnosis of both regenerate and unregenerate people, and in cases of spiritual
or psychological melancholy. The Puritans had a theological rationale for all
forms of melancholy - God had a purpose in all the experiences of His people.
The Christian ministry needs to be skilled in pastoral diagnosis, and the medical
profession needs to be trained in ethics.

We may have confidence in counselling if it is carried out with the precision as
shown by the Puritans, and according to God's Word as in Isaiah 50:10.

5. The Puritans and the Direct Operations of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit and
the Word; the Spirit working, and moving. "If ye then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?"

6. Adoniram Judson - Devoted for Life. This
the life work of Judson in India and Burma. How
is whollv devoted! w.J.P.
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