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THERE HAVE ALWAYS been people who regard indolence as the ideal
condition of existence, but Scripture gives no support to such views. The Lord
Jesus Christ once said: "My Father worketh hitherto and I work." At the end of
His ,ministry He could say: "I have finished the work thou gavest me to do."

Christian people not only have to work like other people for their living,
but they have the supreme privilege of "being workers together with him"
(2 Corinthians 6: 1).

Here is an honoured designation. In the service of Christ there are many tasks
to perform corresponding to the gifts bestowed on each. It is not given to
everyone to go down to the battle, some have the less exciting duty of "abiding
by the stuff" (1 Samuel 30:24).

It is also an empowering association, for we are workers together' 'with him".
The Lord Jesus told His disciples that "without me ye can do nothing". Paul
may plant, and Apollos may water, but it is God who gives the increase. We have
this treasure in "earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God
and not of men".

What tremendous things the Lord expected of His people. They did not,
however, go alone; He gave them the assurance, "Lo, I am with you always".
Mark ends his Gospel by saying: "They went forth, and preached every where,
the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following."

Time is a limited commodity; how vital it is that we redeem the time and use it
and our opportunities for service to the full.
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God'~ Question to Satan
A Sermon by the Editor

"And the Lordsaid unto Satan, Hast thou consideredmyservant Job, that there
is none like him in the earth, aperfect and an upright man, one thatfeareth God,

and escheweth evil?" (Job 1:8)

THE BOOK OF JOB is reckoned by some to be one of the oldest, if not the
oldest, Book in the Bible, and yet it is up-to-date and relevant. It is certainly a
contemporary Book because it speaks of things with which we have to deal and
attend to in our lives today. It is a Book too of outstanding literary merit. It is a
wonderful Book and we commend it to you if somewhat unknown by you.
Thomas Carlyle had a great opinion of it; he wrote of its simplicity, its sincerity
and its merit, and it is all that.

It is not certain when Job lived. Some think he lived in the time of Abraham,
others in the time of Moses, and some in the time of Solomon. It is not certain
where Oz was geographically and, again, it does not matter. We do not know
anything about Job's background, nothing about his parents or his nation and,
again, it does not matter. We are concerned with the man himself and his
reaction to his troubles, and so I want to look at God's question to Job.

"Hast thou considered my servant Job?" Notice how God describes him
"my servant Job". That certainly is the best and greatest of names, "my
servant". It does not matter how high you may be in the estimation of men; it
does not matter, on the other hand, how humble or how low your station and lot
is in this life. There can be no greater privilege than to be the servant of God.

Look into your New Testament and you will find the Apostle Paul frequently
begins his Epistles by describing himself as "the servant of God and of our Lord
Jesus Christ" and to Job also was given this privilege of being described as "my
servant". We can aspire to no higher or greater privilege than to be called God's
servant - "my servant".

Notice again his character and how it appears in this verse. He is described as
"upright". He was as straight as a die, a man of integrity and honesty, and how
important it is that Christians are like that in the world. God's Word sets a very
high standard for us and woe betide us if we fail in the least detail! It could be said
of Job he was a man of integrity. He was upright.

Then, Job "eschewed evil". He not only dreaded the thought of wrongdoing
but he had a natural revulsion against it. He turned his back on wickedness in
all its forms.

There is something else, too, in this verse. Heis described as "one that feareth
Goq". Here was the great secret of his life; his religious faith was deep; he had a
great reverence and awe of God, he feared God. More than once in the Old



The Gospel Magazine 183

Testament we read that' 'the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom", and
Job had learned that in a very real way.

That is his character, then, and it is presentedin a few lines and yet how full is
the picture we see.

From this chapter we see how prosperous Job was, and this is the background
of all his testing. He had seven sons and three daughters and, in Jewish eyes, that
was a sign of great prosperity, a mark of the blessing of God attending him. He
had seven sons. Seven was the number of completion and perfection. Psalm 127
speaks about children: "Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of
the womb is his reward. As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are
children of the youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they
shall speak with the enemies in the gate." Job's family was complete.

Job was a man of substance. He had an abundance of sheep, oxen, camels and
asses and the like. He also had a great household, a great many servants and
workmen in his employ; he lacked for nothing, but he was not an idle man or a
dreamer. He had much land to cultivate; he was a large land owner and farmer
and, in an age when money was practically non-existent, Job had land and cattle
in abundance. Yet, for all that, Job was not too busy to serve God. He was not
too busy for worship and prayer. He did not make the miserable excuses that so
many make in our own day. He did not let his wealth or his farm or his merchan
dise or his family drive God out of his heart. He "feared God". He worshipped
God. Oh! how happy Job was in his prosperity. We get a wonderful picture of a
united, happy family; they settled near to him; they had a succession ofmeetings
in one another's houses; they had their feasts. A united, happy family - that is a
great blessing isn't it? The blessing of family life. The family was the first thing
that God instituted at the beginning of creation and "he setteth the solitary in
families" is the Word of God in Psalm 68:6. It was a wonderfully happy family
that Job had and, if you have a happy family life, you have something for which
to thank God. It is not everyone th~t enjoys that blessing.

Bu't also notice verse 5. It says of Job that he "sanctified them" - that is, his
family. He had brought them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, but
Job was still the priestly head of the family and he sacrificed for them. Although
his children had grown up ~md married and left home, he still felt the spiritual
responsibility for them, and he regarded his duties never ended, particularly
towards his children. There are some parents who think when their children have
grown up and have gone away from the old home their responsibility comes to an
end and, in a sense it has, because they have set up their own home, but there is
still the responsibility of their souls; their souls are still as precious as ever - even
more so - and they need your prayers now as never before.

Here is Job, then, a wonderful head ofthe family, still praying for them, still
sacrificing for them, still particularly concerned about them. But now we come
to the crux of the matter.



184 The Gospel Magazine

JOB'S TESTING

There was none more upright than Job and yet there was no one more tried,
and it comes to this, the more we endeavour to serve God, the more fiercely
Satan will attack. He leaves the godless alone; they belong to him already
and, as the old saying has it: "If you are all out for God, the devil will be all
out for you."

Notice Satan and his approach, verse 7, after the question, "Whence comest
thou?" "Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, From going to and fro in the
earth, and from walking up and down in it." What a picture this is ofSatan in his
restlessness in mischief-making! Peter in his First Letter (5:8) describes Satan
"as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" . Heis never at
rest. He is always on the go. Here he was in those days, and God says to him:
"Hast thou considered my servant Job?" The word "considered" in the
Hebrew is a most interesting one. It was said to be used of an invading army
going round the walls of an ancient city, looking for the weak places, looking for
the cracks in the defence, and God said in effect to Satan: "Have you seen any
cracks in Job? Are there any weak points, any chinks in his armour?" "Hast
thou considered my servant Job?" Mark Satan's reply. He accused Job of being
pious merely because it suited his ends and because it contributed towards his
material prosperity. So Satan said to God: "Put forth thine hand now, and
touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face." In other words: "Take
away Job's goods and you will take away his God. He is only out for what he can
get. Put forth thine hand now and touch all that he has and he will curse thee to
thy face."

I suggest to you that this Old Testament story has many modern parallels to it.
The cynics used to say that the poor went to Church because of the relief that
they might be able to get and, in the great days ofmissionary expansion in China,
often the believers who had c come out of heathenism were spoken of as Rice
Christians. They only embraced the Gospel because of the handouts that the
missionaries would give to them. The same was true in Ireland in the 1840s and
1850s following the great Potato Famine, when so many thousands died or
emigrated to America. Work was done amongst them and those who embraced
the Gospel through these means were spoken: of as "The Soupers". They said
they were only out for what they could get in the eyes of others. So Satan hurled
this against Job and said in effect, "he is looking out for what he can get". There
is a more modern ring still because people sometimes still say with a sneer:
"What is the good of your prayers and your religion?" They say to someone
who has gone through some very trying time: "What good has it done you? Did
God save your loved one? Did He preserve him in life? Did He cure someone else
of illness? Did He save you from financial embarrassment?" And those who say
such things are only acting as the mouthpiece of Satan. This is what Satan had to
say against Job.
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Now, how do we come to grips with this problem? Well, remember this. God
allows believers to be tested, and, when He does so, it is for some wise purpose.
Job, as you read on in the Book, says: "He knoweth the way that I take and
when he hath tried me I shall come forth as gold. " He knows when the process
has been going on long enough. You remember that lovely word in Malachi 3:3,
"He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver" ,and He sits to watch it so that it is
not overdone in the process. So it was with Job. So permission was given and Job
was stripped of all that he held dear.

God allowed this because He has a permissive will. God is supreme, whatever
the devil may do or whatever he may devise, but, remember, he cannot touch one
hair of our heads without God's permission. Satan, then, was given limited
power, not a free hand. God always says, "thus far and no further", for this
reason, the believer is in the hollow of God's hand, and our Lord Jesus Christ
assures us that none can pluck us from His hand. Heavy loads may certainly rain
down upon us, but we shall not finally go under, because the restraining hand of
God is upon Satan even in the fiercest triaL So Satan was quick off the mark,
quick in his testing of Job. You remember how the four messengers came in
quick succession and told him what had happened to his children, his
possessions, his beasts and his property, how Satan had been very active in a very
short time, and then Job's health gave way and his wife turned away from him
and said, "Curse God and die" - "have done with it". So, from the pinnacle of
prosperity Job was plunged into the very depths of adversity; one calamity after
another broke upon him and his possessions and health and family had all gone.
There we find Job sitting upon that heap of ashes rueing the day he was born and
there he is in the face of calamity - and yet he has got composure. He looks at
his present position and he .sees his birth - just the way he started out in life 
and he said as Paul said: "We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain
we can carry nothing out" (l Timothy 6:7). "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord" (verse 21).

Notice also that he acknowledged God's hand in everything, in adversity as
well as in prosperity, telling us that we should worship the Giver and not the
gifts themselves.

Then we move on and it speaks of Job's friends, Job's comforters, as they
have come to be known. Oh! they meant well, but they were a great trial. They
were worse than any of his losses. They were worse than his boils and all the
discomfort they brought him. Job's comforters have their successors and
sometimes they try to argue us out of our faith and vex us when our hearts are
sore within us, and we sometimes have to say to them, "You are a Job's
comforter". Even Job's relations all left him alone. All those miserable
comforters visited and vexed him, and human nature is very much the same
today. Let a man come down in the world and friends and relations will often
keep their distance.
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I commend this Book to you. It tells us how to bear with trouble. Job lost
everything except his faith in God. But God brought him through all his trials.
To all of us evil days come sooner or later, but what is the answer? We must keep
close to God, hold fast to Him, and God will bless our latter end more than the
beginning. He tells us that' 'weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in
the morning" - a joy that no man can take from us.

"Hast thou considered my servant Job?" Job's attitude constituted a defeat
for Satan because it proved that Job did not worship God for what God gave
him, and Job did not forsake his faith when he lost all, for he still had the best of
everything - he had God by his side.

So attheend of chapter 1we read: "So Job did not charge God foolishly." He
did not question, he did not query, "Why has this happened to me?" but he
sought to understand God's ways and God's will.

The final answer to this chapter is found in 1Corinthians 10:13: "There hath no
temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it." And James 1:12:
"Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive
the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him."

"Hast thou considered my servant Job?" We shall do well to consider it and to
consider the Book, because this Book deals with things we must live with and
find an answer to, such things as sorrow and pain and fear of death and of
eternity. It grapples with tremendous problems and Job came to grips with them,
problems that strain the faith of men today. We shall indeed do well to consider
Job. It is all there in the inspired volume of Scripture. "Hast thou considered my
servant Job?" And God says: "There is none like him in the earth." What a
commendation! What a title - "my servant Job"! Upright, he eschewed evil,
he feared God. Put that into New Testament language: "He had a living faith.
in a living Saviour." Only that will carry us through life arid through the
problems that come with life and, if our faith and trust is rooted in Christ, we
shall be brought through, whatever may betide, for says the Apostle: "We are
more than conquerors through him who hath loved us."

May God bless His Word for Christ's sake. Amen.

CORRECTION

We regret that a printing mistake appeared on page 149 of our last issue. In the
last paragraph, lines 15-17 should read:

"Our tears, though real - and they are real at such times - are without the
bitterness of despair. Paul speaking in 1 Thessalonians 4 says: "We sorrow not
as those without hope."
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RABBITS

HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED any rabbits running around the countryside?
When we drive out anywhere near our home, we often" see these lovely little
animals, at the road-side or bobbing through the hedges. They look so loveable,
so soft and furry - I just feel like taking one home with me for a pet.

But my husband is a farmer and he thinks differently about rabbits. He does
not like the rabbits at all. If they find their way into his field of carrots, they
will do a great deal of damage. A lot of time and money and effort has been
spent in growing that field of carrots for the supermarkets. So a special fence is
erected round the carrot field. The rabbit would be able to burrow underneath,
so the fence is dug 18 inches underground. Some persistent rabbits still find their
way through the fence, so in the early morning one ofthe men goes out with the
gun to shoot the rabbits. It is the only way to protect the field of carrots. What
drastic action!

Sin is a bit like the rabbits. There are so many of them and if we do nothing
about it, they become more and more numerous.

Sin can seem so plea,sant and nice to us. We can enjoy it and perhaps see no
harm in it at all. It can seem better to us to have our own way rather than obey
our Mum and Dad. We might enjoy taking someone else's toy or packet of
sweets. But that is sin and sin is harmful to us. We have a duty to take action
against sin - to do all we can to make sure that it does not penetrate our lives and
spoil our souls. But anything that we do does not go far enough to destroy sin.

The only one who can do that is the Lord Jesus Christ. He took the drastic
action on our behalf when He laid down His life on the cross at Calvary. He took
the punishment of sin. What He did will cleanse us from the guilt and power of
sin. "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; but whoso confesseth and
forsaketh them shall have mercy" (Proverbs 28: 13). The outcome of sin is very
serious for our lives, but God has shown mercy to His people through Jesus
Christ, to sort out this serious situation. "The wages of sin is death; but the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 6:23).

The little bunnies look so harmless yet they do untold damage. Many of our
sins look so harmless too, yet remember they do such damage. Take the advice of
God's Word and flee from all sin to the Lord Jesus Christ who alone can deal
with this big problem for us.

PUZZLE

Find the missing words in the verse. Only the chapter is given. One clue - the
initial letters of the answers spell out the words SIN and FORGIVE.
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1. Moses ... choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than
to enjoy the pleasures of sin' for a . Hebrews 11.

2. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not _
Psalm 32.

3. How shall we escape if we so great salvation?
Hebrews 2.

4. He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and
________ them shall have mercy. Proverbs 28.

5. He that sinneth against me wrongeth his soul.
Proverbs 8.

6. Let not sin therefore in your mortal body. Romans 6.

7. For all have sinned and come short of the of God.
Romans 3.

8. I am ashamed ... for our iniquities are over our
head. Ezra 9.

9. He (the Lord) will now remember their iniquity, and _
their sins. Jeremiah 14.

10. For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is _
life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 6.

No Abiding City
ON THE INSIDE COVER of this issue we include some little known lines
written by Thomas Kelly in 1802. I came to know and appreciate them many
years ago when on the staffof the Irish Church Missions to the Roman Catholics
in Dublin. We often concluded our open air meeting in the centre of the city by
singing this hymn.

Who then was Thomas Kelly? He was a gifted hymn writer and an eminent
preacher of the Gospel. Born in 1769 near Stradbally, Co. Leix, he was the only
son of Thomas Kelly, an Irish Judge. Thomas junior was educated at Trinity
College, Dublin, and was intended for the Bar and proceeded to complete his
studies in the Temple, London.
T~mas became concerned for his soul's wellbeing and tried asceticism and

fasting and so far impaired his health as to be brought near to death. In the
providence of God he came across the writings of William Romaine and found
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peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. His thoughts were now turned in
another direction as regards his work in ,life. He felt the call of God to the
ministry and was ordained in 1792.

He met with strong opposition from hisfamily, not so much on his entering
the ministry, but because he embraced and preached the doctrines of grace. He
was a popular preacher, with crowds flocking to hear him. It was not long before
he encountered opposition from the ecclesiastical auth.orities. He and some
other young clergy preached in St. Luke's Church in Dublin, but the rector took
exception and they were ousted. Kelly's fervent Gospel preaching was not only
too much for the rector but for the Archbishop also. The Archbishop of Dublin,
Henry Fowler, then inhibited him from preaching within the diocese. Fowler
disliked evangelicals - he was one oftwelve bishops who had voted against a Bill
in the House of Lord for the relief of Dissenters.

Kelly then seceded from the Church of Ireland but never quarrelled with the
doctrines of the Church as expressed in the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion.
He married Elizabeth, daughter of William Tighe, M.P., of Rosanna, Co.
Wicklow, a family noted for its wealth and Christian witness. With his own
considerable means and those of his wife he was able to build chapels where he
and his like-minded friends were free to preach. Places of worship were erected
in Dorset Street, Dublin; Blackrock; Athy; Portarlington; Wexford and
Waterford. His own magnetic preaching drew large congregations and many
were brought out of darkness into the light of Christ. He was a kindly, cultured
man and an accurate scholar, well versed in Oriental languages.

Thomas was a great supporter of benevolent causes and a most generous
benefactor of the poor. During the days of the Irish famine hegave liberal help to
the destitute. The story has often been told ofthe man who cheered his wife at a
time of desperate need, who said: "Hold up, Bridget! There's always Mr. Kelly
to pull us out of the bog after we've sunk for the last time!"

Thomas Kelly is largely remembered today for the hymns he wrote. His first
collection was published in 1802, his last in 1853. It has been said that' 'at his best
he rises to sublime heights". He dwells much on the work of Christ on the cross
and the benefits which flow to us through it and is also concerned to lift our
sights to the glories of heaven. In all he wrote over 700 hymns. They included
some gems still sung today, including: "We sing the praise of Him who died";
"Look ye saints, the sight is glorious"; and "The head that once was crowned
with thorns".

At the end of his life, as he looked back over fifty years in the ministry, he said
he had seen and heard much but' 'nothing has made the least change of mind as
to the grand truths of the Gospel. What pacified the conscience then does so
now; what gave hope does so now." The truths he loved to proclaim were his
strength and comfort as he stood on the brink ofeternity.
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A Letter by James Hervey
This letter was written from Weston-Favel to two condemned malefactors, in
Northampton gaol (namely James Smart and Joseph Browne), about the middle

of July 1755

My poor fellow-sinners,

I received a letter from you, and should have visited you; but my health is so
much decayed, and my spirits are so exceedingly tender, that I could not well
bear the sight of your confinement, your chains, and your miserable circum
stances, as I can hardly bear the thoughts of your approaching execution, and
your extreme danger of everlasting destruction. But because I cannot come in
person, I have sent you the following lines, which I hope you will consider, and
which I beseech the God of all grace to accompany with His blessing.

You have been already condemned at an earthly tribunal; you are also
condemned by the law of God; for thus it is written, "Cursed is everyone that
continueth not in all things that are written in the book of the law to do them"
(Galatians 3:10). Ifevery violation of the divine law exposes you to a curse, what
a multitude of curses are ready to fall upon your unhappy souls! And remember,
this is not the curse of a mortal man, but of the great, eternal, infinite God. If it
was dismal to hear an earthly judge command you to be hanged by the neck till
you are dead; how much more terrible to hear the almighty Judge denounce
that unalterable sentence, "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels" (Matthew 25:41). Had you committed but
one sin, this would have been your deserved doom: "The wages of sin", of every
sin, "is death" (Romans 6:23). How much more of those manifold sins and
multiplied transgressions, of which your consciences must accuse you! You are
soon to suffer the punishment of the gallows, and you are liable to the vengeance
of the most high God; for thus saith the holy word, "The wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men"
(Romans 1:28). If against all and every instance of ungodliness, then how much
more against your crimes, which have been of the most abominable and horrid
kind! "The wrath of God!" Tremendous word! Who knoweth the weight and
terror of His wrath! At His rebuke the rocks melt like wax, the earth is shaken
out of its place, and the pillars of heaven tremble. How then can you endure the
furiousness of His wrath, and severity of His vengeance? and that, not for a day,
a month, or a year, but through all the ages of eternity! Yet this is the doom of
"them that know not God, and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The)i"shall be punished with everlasting destruction, from the presence of the
Lord, and from the glory of his power." What can you do in this distressed
condition? What indeed! If you had a thousand years to live, you could not
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atone for one offence. How then can you make satisfaction for millions of
provocations in the space of a few days? Alas! you are lost, utterly lost, in
yourselves irrecoverably lost. May the God of all power make you sensible of
your undone state! sensible that you are upon the brink, the very brink, of an
amazing, unfathomable downfall. Perhaps you may say, Is there no hope then?
is thedoor of heaven shut, and without any possibility of being opened to us?
must we sink into unquenchable burnings; and is there not so much as a twig for
us to catch at? Yes, my poor fellow-sinners, there is not only a twig, but a tree,
even the tree of life, asure support, which if the Lord enables you to lay hold on,
you may yet, even yet, be saved. Oh! beg of His wonderful goodness to
accompany what you are going to read, with His Holy Spirit.

Christ, the all-glorious Son of God, pitied the deplorable case of such sinners.
He not only pitied, but resolved to suycour and relie~e them. For this purpose He
came into the world, and was made man. Nay more, He came into the place, and
stood in the stead of sinners. Because we had broke the commandments of the
law, He fulfilled them in all their perfection. Because we deserved the
punishment of the law, He sustained it in its utmost extremity. He became poor,
and had not where to lay His head, though heaven and earth were all His own.
He submitted to scorn and reproach, though all the angels of God are bidden to
worship Him. Nay He was condemned to death, the most shameful and
tormenting death, far more shameful, and unspeakably more tormenting, than
the death which you must shortly undergo. He suffered unknown pangs in His
body, and inconceivable anguish in His soul, from the indignation of God. In a
word, He suffered all that shame, all that torment, all that vengeance, which the
unnumbered sins of the whole world deserved. Here then is your door of hope.
Sins are borne by Christ; and though there be much iniquity, there is no
condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1). Wrath is born by
Christ, so that sinners, who deserve eternal vengeance, are reconciled to God,
and saved from wrath through Him (Romans 5:9-10). A righteouness is wrought
by Christ, a perfect and everlasting righteousness, such as brings incomparably
greater honour to God's law, than all our transgressions bring dishonour. By all
this, He has merited and obtained a full deliverance, and a complete redemption.
Are you not ready to cry out, 0 blessed Saviour! 0 precious redemption! What a
happiness, if we might be interested in this Saviour, and partake of this redemp
tion! Millions of worlds for such a blessing! You need not give millions of
worlds, no, nor any individual thing. These blessings are given freely, without
money, and without price, without any deserving qualifications in us. All that
are justified, are justified freely through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.
But we are sinners, vile sinners; we have not only nothing good, but much and
grievous guilt. The Lord convince you of this more and more! Yet remember for
whom Christ died, He "died for the ungodly" . What says St. Paul? "In due time
Christ died for the ungodly" (Romans 5:6). He died for the unjust. What says
St. Peter? "Christ hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust" (1 Peter
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3:18). What says our Lord Himself? "The Son of man is come to save that which
was lost. " Are you not ungodly men? Are you not unjust persons? Are you not
lost creatures? For such, even for such, the divine Jesus died. Wonderful love!
Adorable compassion! The Lord enable you to lay hold on this hope set before
you! Perhaps, you may say, We are not only sinners, but the chief of sinners. O!
that you were convinced of this! To be the chief of sinners, makes you
unpardonable before men; but this is no difficulty with Christ, and should be no
hinderance of your coming to Christ. Christ's merit and righteousness are
infinite. They are able to satisfy for a debt often thousand talents, as for a debt
of a single farthing. Hear what the Scriptures saith upon this subject: "This is a
faithful saying, and worthy ofall acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief" (l Timothy 1:15). He came not to
save sinners only, but the very chief of sinners. And He is "able to save them to
the very uttermost". But our sins are heinous, they have been often repeated,
and long continued in. What says the apostle? "The blood of Jesus Christ
cleanseth from all sin." Another apostle declares, "By him", by the divinely
excellent Redeemer, "all that believe are justified from all things", from all
accusations, be they ever so numerous; from all iniquities, be they ever so
enormous. Nay, so wonderfully efficacious is the power of His death, that,
through His great atonement, sins which are as crimson, are made white, white
as snow (Isaiah 1: 18). But will Christ vouchsafe His great salvation to us? Hear
His own words, "Him that cometh to me" for pardon and salvation, "I will in
no wise cast out" . Be his guilt ever so great, this shall be no bar. It will not on any
consideration reject or deny his suit. Only let him come as a poor undone
creature, and he shall find Me willing and mighty to save; nay, He invites you to
come. These are His gracious words, "Come unto me all ye that labour, and are
heavy laden", heavy laden with sin and misery, "and I will give you rest"
(Matthew 11 :28). I will deliver you from going down into the pit, I will deliver
you from the vengeance ofeternal fire. All your sin shall be upon Me, and all My
righteousness shall be upon you. Go to a great man on earth, beg of him to use
his interest in your behalf; he would scorn to take notice of you. But your dear,
tender, compassionate, most condescending Saviour, invites you to come to
Him, and assures you He will not abhor nor cast you out. Go to your earthly
judge, entreat him on your bended knees, to pardon you. He perhaps cannot,
must not: the laws forbid him. But it is not so with Jesus Christ; He has made a
full I satisfaction for sin: He has made an infinite atonement for sin; and were
your sins ten thousand thousand times greater than they are, before the power of
His death they would all vanish away; by the washing of His blood, they would
all be as though they had never been.

This then should be the one desire of your souls, your incessant prayer to God,
that you may come to Christ, that you may believe in Christ, that you may be
found in Christ: then you will not perish, though you deserve it, but have
everlasting life, through His name; then you will have just the same foundation
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for your hope, as I must myself have when I shall depart this life. When I shall be
summoned to the great tribunal, what will be my plea, what my dependence?
Nothing but Christ! Christ, would I say, has been wounded for my sins,
therefore they will not be punished in me. Christ has fulfilled all righteousness in
my stead, therefore I trust to be justified when I am judged. I am a poor
unworthy sinner, but worthy is the Lamb that was slain, worthy is the Lamb
that was slain, for whose sake I shall receive both pardoning mercy and
everlasting glory. This is my only hope, and this is as free for you as it is for your
friend and fellow sinner,

JAMES HERVEY

P .S. What I have written, I shallbeg of God to bless; and will attend you with my
prayers, though I cannot visit you in person.

(Copiedfrom A Collection of Letters by the late Reverend James Hervey, A.M.,
1807, pages 218-223.)

Studies in Second Chronicles:
Jotham - the Son who Feared

the Lord
PETER KING (Stanford, Beds)

Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and departjrom evil.

THERE IS ONLY a little recorded about Judah's 12th king, but his testimony is
that he did right in the sight of God. The people acted corruptly in his reign
(2 Chronicles 27:2), but he stood firm, following his father Uzziah's example,
although he did not violate the temple. These were the days of Isaiah the
prophet, and no doubt many of us would like to have been under the ministry of
such a great preacher, and later Jeremiah suffered in the stocks at the high gate
of Benjamin, built by Uzziah as part of his fortification of the city. It was his fear
and reverence to God that sets him above others, like Caleb - the man who
stood firm against most of Israel. It would have been a difficult time to reign in
Israel with the people opposed to the king, but the young man kept to his beliefs
and "prepared his ways before the Lord his God" (2 Chronicles 27:6).
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Those who wish to live uprightly will always find it difficult to be in this world,
and our Lord warned us when He said: "In the world ye shall have tribula
tion, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). The work
ofthe Lord must continue against the scorn of the unbeliever, so as 10tham built
the fortresses and towers, we must strengthen ourselves in God. He is our
defence, but we can save ourselves trouble if we are vigilant and alert to the
enemy's strategy.

This relatively quiet time in ludah's history only lasted twenty-five years, for
the king died at 41 and his son, the wicked Ahaz, came to the throne. It remains a
concern to many parents that Ahaz and others brought up in godly homes did
not continue in the ways of their parents, although example is often more
effective than "rules and regulations". We do not know who 10tham married,
for it may be she influenced their son to do evil. It shows that conversion is by
grace alone and even a godly home will not bring a person to Christ; the prayers
of parents sometimes remain unanswered.

Give us grace to be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord

The Qty of God - What Augustine
has to Teach us Today

DAVID N. SAMUEL
(Dr. Samuel is the Presiding Bishop of the Church of England (Continuing))

THE OCCASION of the writing by Augustine of The City ofGod was the sack
of Rome by Alaric and his Goths in 410. The sack impressed the imagination of
the age profoundly. Rome had suffered no foreign invasion for nearly a
thousand years. She had fallen in the hour of victory of Christianity, and there
were those who suggested that she had fallen because of that victory, and
because she had forsaken the ancient gods. News of the fall came to Carthage
together with fugitives from Rome, prompting the great question for Christian
apologetics: Were the Barbarian invasions and the fall of Rome the consequence
of the abandonment of the old civic gods and the old civic faith? If it were not,
then what was their meaning? And what philosophy of history could the
Christian produce to explain and justify the nature of these events? These were
the questions to which Augustine addressed himself and which formed the
original inspiration of The City of God.

The answer that Augustine gave was to direct the gaze of all concerned to the
eterrial, immutable purposes of God which nevertheless worked themselves out
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in history. There are many strands contributing to Augustine's vision ofthe City
of God transcending the wrecks of time and the phenomenal world .. The
Republic of Plato had constructed an ideal city, based upon righteousness and
which is described by Plato as "laid up somewhere in heaven". Augustine was
deeply impressea with and influenced by Platonic thought, as he tells us in The
Confessions: "By the study of those Platonist books I was taught to seek the
incorporeal Truth, and beheld Thy invisible things understood by means of the
things that are made" (chapter XX). In Augustine's theology the Platonic idea
of an ideal city is transformed. Righteousness is lifted up onto a higher plane and
becomes not merely right relations between men, based on the idea of social
stations, but becomes a system of right relations between men and God.

This City of God is a transcendent reality, an invisible society. It cannot be
identified with any visible society; it cannot in strictness be identified with the
visible Church, because the Church on earth is made up of a mixed multitude
and contains baptised members who are not righteous and therefore cannot
belong to the society ofthe city of God. Logically, there is a difference between
the visible Church and the city of God, and though at times that Church
seems to glow with the incandescence of the other, yet they are not identical or
commensurable. It is important to remember this and to mark it to be so.

What of the relations between the Church and the state? The question does
not really enter Augustine's thought in the way in which it presented itselfto the
Middle Ages, or presents itself to us today. There is no question in The City of
God of any system of "concordat" between Church and State, or of any state
establishment of the Church, or of the superiority of the clerical over the secular
or of the power of the keys, or of the Donation of Constantine, or anything of
that sort. The Church is a pilgrim society, living by faith and. looking to the
hereafter. It lives on earth by the side of the state; it uses the terrena pax of the
state; it acknowledges the divine institution and relative righteousness of the
state. But it simply moves as a pilgrim past the grandeurs and dignities of this
world, and always with eyes fixed elsewhere.

All this ought to strike a cord with the Church today for it needs to recover its
sense of eternal destiny. It has become conformable to the world, and that
applies not only to the Church collectively but also to the individual Christian.
We need the corrective of the city of God. What Augustine was saying to his
age is only what is found repeatedly in Scripture. "Our conversation (our
citizenship) is in heaven" (Philippians 3:20). That is where we belong, that is our
native country. Therefore we ought not to be conformed to this world. "And be
not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind" (Romans 12:2). The heroes of faith' 'looked for a city ... whose builder
and maker is God". They were "pilgrims and strangers on the earth"; and
declared plainly that they sought a country, "a better country, that is, an
heavenly". "Wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath
prepared for them a city" (Hebrews 11:10-16). Paul reminds the Christians at
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Corinth to "use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world
passeth away" (1 Corinthians 7:31). The whole tenor of Scripture establishes
this truth, that the home of the Christian, his real place is not here. "I go to
prepare a place for you ... " said Jesus to His disciples. It is true generally of all
men, that they have no place here any more, because of sin. "The days of man
are but as grass: for he flourisheth as a flower ofthe field. For as soon as the wind
goeth over it, it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more" (Psalm
103:15-16). But of the Christian believer it is true that he has an abiding place in
the eternal city, the city of God.

This understanding of things has been well put by the saints throughout the
ages. These are the words of George Newton, minister of St. Mary Magdalene,
Taunton, in the Commonwealth period. He was preaching on the text, "The
men which thougavest me out oftheworld" (John 17:6). It is a mark, he says, of
the election of believers, that they have been given to Christ by donation of the
Father, that they have been given to Him out of the world and are no longer of
the world in their life, manner, dealings and affections.

"They are aspiring still to heaven, walking and acting heavenward. Indeed
they live in some respect in this world, but it is but as though they lived in
the world, as the apostle Paul's expression is, Colossians 2:20. They use the
world, yet it is as though they used it not, as the same apostle spea.ks,
1 Corinthians 7:29. They lay not out the strength of their affections and
endeavours upon these things, but on the matters of the other world; there
they are. intent indeed, there they are in good earnest, there they act with
full vigour; to politeuma, their trading, their commerce, their dealing, their
negotiation is in heaven, Philippians 3:20. The word there used hath very
much in it, and can hardly be expressed Beza assays in many ways; the
manner of our living is in heaven, or which comes nearer yet, we carry and
demean ourselves as citizens of heaven. As ifheaven were a city, and we, as
being free there, do walk and act according to the manners and the
customs, and the laws and constitutions of the city we belong to" (John 17,
George Newton, 136).

That quotation must stand for all who, through the history of the Church,
have maintained its transcendental and orthodox character and purpose. But
more recently the vision has faded, the eternal city has been lost sight of. The
Church has been persuaded to desert this high ground. Under the influence of
the modernising theology of the last century and this, it has been persuaded to
drop the supernatural element in religion, to abandon revelation, and to adopt
an immanentist view. The concept of the miraculous has disappeared and the
horizon has closed in. There were some clear-sighted men in the last century who
saw what was happening, and sought to warn ofthe danger. H. L. Mansel, Dean
of St. Paul's, was one of these. "The ingenious champion of the ancient
creeds," as he was dubbed. Mansel's Bampton Lectures "On the Limits of
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Religious Thought" were delivered in 1858, two years before the appearance of
Essays and Reviews, but he already saw the drift of things.

The burden of his Lectures is a critique of rationalism, which sought to rule
out revelation and the supernatural altogether. Mansel showed how the limita
tions ofhuman reason made it impossible for it to sit in judgment on the absolute
and infinite, and for that reason revelation is not impossible and cannot be ruled
out. Having established in principle the possibility and legitimacy of revelation,

" he then went on to argue for the authority of the Christian revelation and the
historical testimony to it in the miracles ofChrist, in particular. If it is shown that
there is sufficient evidence for accepting the Christian revelation as a fact,
then its import and doctrine must be received unconditionally. If it is once
granted that testimony is admissible, it is scarcely possible to conceive stronger
testimony than that which the Christian miracles can claim. Thus Mansel put
revelation upon a proper philosophical footing, but the temper of the times was
such that he was not heeded. The tide was running in the other direction.
Darwinism and popular scientific thinking, which denied the intervention of
God in the natural world, excluded miracles and with them divine, supernatural
revelation, came to determine the thinking within and without the Church for
the next hundred years.

By the time we come to the beginning of the present century we find men like
Gresham Machen fighting a rearguard action against those within the mainline
denominations who were denying the place of supernatural revelation and
miracles. Machen shows in his book Christianity and Liberalism how the
concept of miracle is bound up with the whole understanding of revelation. The
liberal denial of the miraculous is the denial of Christianity as a supernatural,
revelational religion.

"The overwhelming majority of those who reject the Virgin Birth reject also
the whole supernatural content of the New Testament, and make the
'resurrection' just what the word 'resurrection' most emphatically does
not mean - a permanence of the influence of Jesus or the mere spiritual
existence of Jesus beyond the grave" (page 108).

We have seen this truth, stated at the beginning of this century, illustrated and
exemplified seventy years later in the case of Bishop David Jenkins. This truth
was to work itself out inexorably in the life of the Church, to the point where the
Church~s commitment to and belief in the supernatural and revelation, which
are the heart and soul of the religion we profess, was effectively overthrown.

When we reach the post war era and the early 'sixties, Bishop John Robinson
was stating openly in Honest to God that "our image of God must go", that the
supernatural was no longer tenable as a metaphysical framework for Christianity.
The concept of a personal God must be replaced by the understanding that
theological statements are not really statements about God, but about the
ultimate nature of personal relationships. To believe in God as love, he argued,
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is not the feat of persuading oneself of the existence of a super-Being beyond this
world endowed with personal qualities. Rather, belief in God is the trust that to
give ourselves to the uttermost in love is not to be confounded, but to be
accepted, that love is the ground of our being (page 49). All Robinson was doing,
was popularising ideas which had been circulating freely in academic theological
circles for some time. His book was a watershed in popular thinking about the
nature of Christianity and in the demythologising it. But such thinking about
God and revelation had an impact, too, upon the understanding of the Church's
mission. A this-worldly understanding of the role of the Church developed, and
a morality that was no longer fashioned by supernatural revelation and moral
absolutes, but one that was flexible and situational.

The knock-on effect of this revolution in theology on the Church's mission
was enormous in every area of its life. Christianity has become secular in that it is
concerned with this world and this life. The task of the Church is no longer
considered to be to save souls from sin and death and hell, by preaching the
death and.resurrection of Christ: The 1960s ushered in the secular creed and the
secular gospel. Theologians like Van Buren, Hamilton and Atlizer, spoke of the
"death of God" . The World Council of Churches' Congress on Mission meeting
at Bangkok in 1973 redefined mission in terms of making people more fully
human and able to enjoy their full potential as human beings. Liberation
theology politicised the Gospel and made it a matter of human rights and left
wing ideology. All this like leaven worked through the body of the Church, so
"that the vision of the Church is now constricted and its thinking permeated by
secularism. The most recent report of the Church of England's theological
advisory group on Mission nowhere mentionS" sin, atonement or eternal life.
Salvation is about finding meaning and fulfilment, and improving the quality of
your life here and now. How necessary, therefore, today is the corrective of
St. Augustine's thinking. He located the Church's centre and focus at the very
opposite pole. The true Church is the city of God transcending the world and this
present life. It is that which rises above the changes and chances of this fleeting
world and finds its locus not in the secular, but in the saecula saeculorum, the
world without end.

Augustine, who had examined the philosophies of his day and of the ancient
world, and rejected them all for the Christian Faith, rallied Christians with the
call to look away from the present life to the life to come. Preaching on Acts 17,
"But certain philosophers of the Epicureans and Stoics conferred with him
(Le. Paul) ... ", he said:

"In common all philosophers in their studies aimed at the apprehending of
the happy life. This is the one ground of philosophising. But this is the aim
Qf the Christian also. Where is the thing which all seek? which is common
to philosophers and Christians? What is it that makes a happy life? The
Epicurean answers, the pleasure of the body. What say yotfStoics? They
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answer, the virtue of the mind or soul. There is nothing in man which
appertains to his substance and nature, besides body and soul. In the one
the Epicureans placed the happy life, in the other the Stoics placed the
happy life. If you seek any further you get out of man. Now these confer
with the apostle. The apostle would never place happiness in the body for
the body perishes. But what of the Stoics? Paul would not assent to
happiness residing ih the soul, for while the soul is better than the body, he
too places his hope in himself, in man. 'Cursed be everyone that putteth his
trust in man.' "

Augustine continues:

"What then? Having now the three set before our eyes, the Epicurean, the
Stoic, the Christian, let us ask each. Say, Epicurean, what thing maketh
happy? He answers, 'The pleasure of the body'. Say Stoic! 'The virtue of
the soul.' Say, Christian! 'The Gift of God' " (page 706).

The happy life is the eternal life which is the gift of God. There can be no
supreme good or happiness in this life only, and it is to this life only that pagan
philosophy has regard.

That, it seems to me, is the message that is needed today, the note the Church
ought to be sounding for our society, which is desperately seeking happiness, but
is left to its own devices, by a Church which has capitulated to the spirit of the age.

This is the Augustine who, though the ancient order of Rome was crumbling
and passing away, called upon the Church to look to the eternal order that God
has established and to which the Church belonged; to see itself as a pilgrim
society living by faith and looking to eternal things. That is why we today need
the recovery of Augustine's vision. We ourselves live in a collapsing culture, one
which is imploding for lack ofvirtue, principle and vision to sustain it. Sooner or
later our pleasure-driven, pleasure-seeking culture will be overtaken by nemesis.
The Church, if it is not to share iq that, must rise above it. It must breathe its
native air ofeternity. It must have a raison d'etre which transcends the temporal,
phenomenal world. At the moment it is too closely identified with the secularism
of the age.

H. H. Farmer, in his book, The Servant ofthe Word (some lectures given at
Westminster College, Cambridge, in the 1930s), has a phrase which sums all this
up. It is a vivid illustration of the spiritual malaise of the Church today 
"barbed-wire sickness". It is an expression that came from the prison camps of
the First World War.

"During the last war a name was coined by French doctors for a disease
which made its appearance in prison camps. They called it 'barbed-wire
sickness'. One of its symptoms was an appalling sense of the futility and
meaninglessness of existence. No matter what camp activities wereorga
nised, or with what vigour they were prosecuted, nothi~g would quite
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banish from the mind the awareness of the barbed-wire enclosure, the
isolation from any taskwhich might have any real lasting significance. So it
is with the human spirit today. It has barbed-wire sickness. The source of it
is the loss of the perspective, the dimension of the eternal. Life is closed in
on itself" (page 133).

Augustine makes this very same point in his own words:

"For this present possession without the other hope is a false beatitude and a
most true misery. For herein is no use of the mind's truest good, because
there is lacking the true wisdom, which in the prudent discretion, resolute
performance, temperate restraint, and just distribution of these things,
should refer his intent in all these unto that end, where God shall be all in
all, where eternity shall be firm, and peace most perfect and absolute"
(City ofGod, Book XIX, chapter XX).

Spiritual Cleansing
CLlFFORD POND (Ipswich)

WITHIN HOURS of His departure our Lord's thoughts turned, not to his own
needs but to those of His beloved disciples. In John's gospel, from chapters
13-17, we have His concentrated ministry aimed at strengthening the disciples
for the coming ordeal, explaining the significance of what He was about to do,
and preparing them for their work after His death. So these five chapters have an
interweaving of instruction, correction, assurance and encouragement, and all
these elements are present in chapter 13 verses 1-17. Nowhere is our Lord's love,
care, concern, sympathy and thoughtfulness for His disciples more clearly seen.
He is a wonderful Master!

On the surface of the account of Jesus washing the disciples feet is its
demonstration of His loving tenderness towards them. We naturally show
special care and concern for those to whom we are about to say farewell. In this,
as in all else, Jesus's humanness shines through.

It is doubtful if Jesus was here shaming the disciples by performing a duty they
had neglected, since it appears that the meal was already being served. Whether
or not this is so, there is no doubt He intended His action to be an example to
them, since He said: "I have given you an example, that ye should do as I
have done to you." In the coming days, as they worked out their relationship
with one another and developed life in the Churches that were founded, there
must be a willingness for mutual service, and pride must never prevent from
performing the most menial tasks. This must continue to be one of the clearest
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demonstrations of love in Christian fellowships by which all will "know that ye
are my disciples" (John 13:35).

Important though this lesson is, it is by no means at the heart of our Lord's
intention here, because it fails to give full weight to His words in verse 10: "He
that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit." Clearly
this verse takes us beyond a graphic example of humble service into the realm of
spiritual cleansing, Furthermore it does so in such a way as to warn us off from
taking Jesus to mean that physical "foot-washing" must itself be a continuing
practice among Christian disciples. This verse can only have a spiritual
application that would become clear after the coming of the Holy Spirit, as Jesus
said to Peter: "What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know
hereafter." This is surely why there is no record in the New Testament Churches
of this practice continuing.

In this gesture, Jesus was acting in line with the Old Testament prophets who
often used visual aids to press home their message which made both an imme
diate impact and which awaited further illumination sometime later. As the
disciples began to sense the foreboding of their Master's departure and death,
the great questions in their minds would surely be, "Why?" - "To what
purpose?" So Jesus enacted before them a simple gesture that had the central
message of spiritual cleansing. What was the purpose of Christ's death? 
cleansing. What would be at the heart of the message they would take to the
world? - spiritual cleansing. Later the distinction between the bath of
regeneration and the washing away of daily defilement, would become clear.

Any preaching of Christ that neglects the element of His humanness is in
danger of presenting a distorted view of the Person whom the people must trust
for salvation. Any preaching of Christ that fails to give spiritual cleansing first
place in the purpose for which He came, presents a distorted view of the message
of the Gosp~l.

It goes without saying that Jesus could not mean that the disciples were
themselves to have some part in the great work of atonement. That could only be
accomplished by Jesus Himself treading "the wine press alone" (Isaiah 63:3). It
was in the foot washing that they were to play their part, and since this is a
spiritual cleansing, Jesus is apparently giving the disciples a responsibility in the
daily cleansing of each other. This takes us into areas of ministry from which we
tend to shy away.

We are generally content to use this passage to press home our duty to help one
another in various kinds of caring, but we neglect our responsibility for the
spiritual health of our brothers and sisters in Christ. One reason for this is that
we tend to leave spiritual ministry to elders whom we perceive to be the experts in
this field. Another reason for our neglect is that this ministry is difficult, taking
us more deeply into prayer and self-examination than most, ifnot all, challenges
we meet. This might tempt us to doubt if this interpretation and application of
the passage is right, but that doubt is quickly silenced when we find that there
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are other 'passages in the New Testament with the same message and in direct
language. For example:

"I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of
goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another"
(Romans 15:14).

"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another ... " (Colossians 3:16).

"Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God" (Ephesians 5:21).

In each of these texts the responsibility is not directed to Church elders, but is
clearly laid at the door of all members. A detailed examination of the words used
in these passages leaves us in no doubt that members of Churches have a
responsibility to care for each other's spiritual health. This is the ministry our
Lord was illustrating and laying down as a characteristic of the Churches that
would be formed out of the .witness of the apostles. It included caring,
correcting, instructing, and helping - a cleansing ministry in which each
member desires and works for holiness in the lives of all. Our failure here is
surely one of the causes of the poor quality of Chhrch life generally today.

There are many hazards and one of them is that members are usually not
expecting their fellow members to exercise a cleansing ministry to them. This
results in surprise and even resentment, perhaps like Peter's reaction which was
"Lord, dost thou wash my feet?". When this happens we realise that "foot
washing" is a very delicate operation.

Another hazard is the danger of developing a proud judgmental spirit. To
grieve over the waywardness of a brother or sister, and prayerfully seek to do
something about it, is one thing, but to stand in judgment on others is quite
another. Jesus dealt with this particular problem in his illustration of trying to
take a'mote out of someone's eye (Matthew 7:3-5). There had to be self examina
tion to remove the beam of pride, bigotry and unconfessed sin; without this any
attempt at removing the mote from another's eye is doomed.

To accept the challenge of this ministry is to be driven to prayer for guidance,
wisdom and tact. It will also lead to the study of Scripture because we are not
wanting to'impose our ideas, views or standards on others, but we want to help
them to share with us in submission to Christ. Essential also to this ministry is
humility which includes our willingness for others to wash our feet too.

Law and terrors do but harden,
All the while they work alone;
But a sense of blood-bought pardon
Soon dissolves a heart of stone.

Hart
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Spiritual Weapons for
Spiritual Warfare

DUDLEY BRADSHAW (Srooke, Norwich)
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"For the weapons ofour warfare are not carnal; but mighty through God to the
pulling down ofstrongholds" (2 Corinthians 10:4)

IT SCARCELY NEEDS SAYING that a tremendous war is being waged
worldwide between light and darkness, between the kingdom of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the kingdom of Satan. Christ's command to His Church is "Go ye
out into all the world and preach the gospel . . . and make disciples of all
nations". Satan's command in fact is "Stop that at all cost". The battle isjoined
and it will go on until our blessed Lord returns in glory.

Now, ofthe outcome, there is no doubtwhatsoever. God's purposes for the
ultimate triumph of His kingdom are clearly and expressly declared in His Word,
and there is no doubt but that there is to be a glorious triumph and a vast
ingathering of precious souls before the return of our Lord Jesus in glory for,
when He comes, it will be the end. There will be no conversions after He comes.
The Bible is absolutely clear on that. The day of grace and the opportunity of
salvation will end when He comes. It will not be the beginning of a new day of
grace and salvation, but the final closing of the door. "Behold, the Bridegroom
cometh, and they that were ready went in with Him to the feast."

But the others did not, and they could not get in. The opportunity was gone.
When the Lord Jesus returns the day of grace and the opportunity of repentance
will be for ever gone. I always have a little shiver run down my spine when we sing
that hymn, the last verse of which reads:

"He comes, whose advent trumpet drowns
The last of time's evangels!"

Until He comes, this warfare will rage. But the triumphing of the wicked is
short, by God's standards. It does not seem like it now; it seems that the wicked
triumph for a long time. But God deals in eternal standards, and whatever may
happen there is to be a great ingathering. There may be times of darkness - I
believe there will be - there will be wheat and tares growing right to the end. Not
all will be gathered into Christ's kingdom; not all will be saved; but in God's
sovereign purpose, there is to be a great ingathering, and I believe He has called
me to proclaim this.

What has He purposed? Listen. He says to the Lord Jesus Christ prophetically
in the 2nd Psalm: "Ask of me and I will give thee the heathen for thine
inheritance and the utmost parts of the earth for thy possession." He has not
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done that yet and so He is going to. God never fails to fulfil any promise. In
Psalm 22 God's purposes are these: "All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn unto the Lord; and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before
thee." It could not be spelt out more clearly, could it? In Zechariah's prophecy
(9: 10) we read of the coming Deliverer, "And his dominion shall be from sea to
sea, and from the river even unto the ends of the earth", and in Psalm 86:9: "All
nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, 0 Lord, and
shall glorify thy name."

All nations - all ethnic minorities - all people groups - "all nations",
speaking generally, not one within every nation, but "all nations whom
thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, 0 Lord, and shall glorify
thy name".

We also read in Habakkuk 2:14: "For the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea." These are
some of the declared purposes of God, and you will see that they are to take
place on earth. They involve the nations, they involve an earth situation before
the coming again of the Lord Jesus in glory. So the multitude which finally
surrounds that glorious Throne in heaven will be a multitude. It will be
drawn - it will be uncountable - it will be a "great multitude that no man can
number from every nation and kindred and people and tongue" . And that is the
promise ojGod.

Never allow yourself to think .of heaven as thinly populated and hell packed to
capacity. That is not true to Scripture. Our world population is vast, but it is
countable. It can be numbered, and it has been numbered, but the multitude of
the saved in heaven is one which no man can number. It is uncountable. Now,
when you think of our computers, they can deal with big figures, but this is
uncountable - no man can number it. So, let me say without bombast, we are
on the victory side, if we truly belong to Christ. But, meantime, the warfare
rages, and we are in it, and it is hard, it is real and it is worldwide.

This warfare was raging in Corinth when Paul wrote this Letter. Corinth was a
huge city for its day - there were 700,000 or so inhabitants. It was a capital of
one of the great Roman provinces. It was a tremendously cosmopolitan city with
all the nations under heaven represented there. It was a commercial centre. It
was full of shrines and temples of every kind and was topped by the Temple of
Aphrodite on an 1,800ft promontory above the town.

Aphrodite was the so-called goddess of love, and Corinth had there its 1,000
"dedicated prostitutes" (if ever you heard such a term!). Those women sat or
stood there and made themselves alluring to those who came to Corinth in their
thousands for "a debauched weekend". This was life in Corinth. It was ajilthy
situation and, so bad was the behaviour of the Corinthians, that, if you wanted
to insult someone whose behaviour was bad, you looked at them and you would
say - "You act like a Corinthian".
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It was in that setting that the Church at Corinth had been formed, and it was
having problems, power struggles within the Church and opposition to Paul's
authority. This warfare, this struggle of morality versus immorality and so on
had come within the Church, defying Paul's apostolic authority - fleshly things
fighting against the spiritual nature of the Church. And Paul did not fight this
carnality with carnal weapons but with spiritual, and in oUr text he makes this
tremendous statement. This is the background to it, to the effect that it is quite
useless to fight spiritual warfare with carnal weapons. It is quite wrong to start
ordering people around and trying to lay the law down by rules. You fight this
sort of thing with spiritual weapons and, in this setting and as part of this, he
makes this tremendous statement, "that the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal, but they are mighty through God, to the pulling down of strongholds".

Now Paul amplifies the statement in the next verse - "Casting down
imaginations" (the Greek word means arguments, systems of thought),
"casting down" these things, "and every high thing which exalts itself against
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ."

But this statement goes far, far beyond its immediate background in Corinth
and it stands for all time as a classic statement of a general principle. And the
principle is this, that God has put into His people's hands weapons that are
mighty. The Greek word is "dunamis", from which we get our word
"dynamite". God has put into His people's hands weapons that are dynamite to
the pulling down of strongholds.

Now, let me try and set the scene. The warfare is on. The strongholds of Satan
are throughout the whole world, little ones and big ones. But the army of the
living God is on the march with the Captain of our Salvation, our blessed Lord
Jesus Christ, at its head, and the battle is for the souls of men. And the final,
triumphant victory of Him who is called "the Lord of Hosts" is sure. This
warfare is in two parts, but they are so intertwined that they are really one. There
is the pulling down of the strongholds of Satan and there is the building up of the
walls of the spiritual Jerusalem. Our text deals mainly with the pulling down
aspect. You may say, "Well, that's a bit negative". But no, it is not. You cannot
build up what is new before you pull down the old. Let us look now at this matter
of pulling down the strongholds of Satan and our weapons and our respon
sibility. And I underline that word in this matter. Now let us look at the
strongholds of Satan.

Before the coming of the Lord Jesus at Bethlehem I want to say to you that the
whole world was one great stronghold of Satan. "Darkness covered the earth
and gross darkness the people." The empire of Satan, with the single exception
of that little pinpoint of light around Judea, was one solid stronghold of Satan.
It had no light of the Scriptures or the Word of God, and it was worldwide. But
at Calvary and by the glory of His dying (and I underline that word "glory" 
not the pathetic nature, but the glory of His atonement at Calvary), we read
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that our Lord Jesus "spoiled principalities and powers triumphing over them
in it". And we read: "He was manifested to destroy the works of the deviL"
Follow me closely here. This word "destroy" is a Greek word which is very
fascinating. It means "to melt", "to loose", "to dissolve". It does mean "to
destroy", but not in the usual sense in which we use it. The picture is this, that
through the Cross (that mighty work which our blessed Lord accomplished on
Calvary), through that, the glue which held Satan's empire together was
dissolved, melted, and the empire began, therefore, to break up into pieces. It
was no longer one vast, solid, worldwide, monolithic stronghold, but a lot of
separate strongholds. The glue which held it in one piece had gone. Our
Saviour's death, when He cried "It is finished", broke, dissolved, the
strongholds of Satan. Not now, then, is the world a single, monolithic
stronghold, but a series of smaller ones, hence the plural in the text, do you see?
The weapons ofour warfare are mighty to the pulling down ofthe strongholds of
Satan (plural). Satan has lots of them, where before there was one huge one. So
the war is won, but the battles remain to be fought over individual strongholds,
and all these strongholds will be pulled down - they are going to go! When and
how and by quite what means we do not know, but they are going.

But I must be clear on this point, just as an aside. It is a very important one. It
is not that our Lord Jesus Christ began the work on Calvary and that now we, in
Christian warfare, have got to finish it. Never! I want to say as forcefully as I
can, and may it be the power of the Holy Spirit that really brings it home to our
minds, that His alone is the power all the way through and His alone is going to
be the glory for the pulling down of the strongholds of Satan. He, in His total
and complete sovereignty, has chosen His people to be fellow workers with Him,
as Paul says earlier in this Letter, and He has chosen to put these mighty weapons
in our hands. He is the Captain of the Lord's host and we are part of that host.
The might is His, the glory is His, but the weapons are put by Him into our
hands, and we must use them. Are we doing so? It is an awesome responsibility,
isn't it? So it is to this "to the death warfare" that we are called as we attack the
strongholds of Satan.

Very well, then, what are the strongholds of Satan? A stronghold is a castle. In
the Greek word it is a fortress - something which is designed in rock-like
strength to be impregnable. But you notice that Satan is on the defensive now!
His strongholds are erected in defence of a kingdom that is breaking up. Do you
see that? It is very vital. We are, then, dealing with spiritual strongholds. Let us
face them. They are described for us. In verse 5 we are told exactly what they
are - "imaginations". This word in the Greek is the word "logismos" from
which we get our word "logic". They are systems of human logic, systems of
human thought, thinking in terms ofphilosophy, these are strongholds ofSatan.

Then there are higher things which lift themselves up against the Word of God
and the knowledge of God and against God Himself, so we may say that these
strongholds are any system of human thought - little or big - which is
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anti-God and His Word - there you have a stronghold of Satan. Any system
which is anti-God (however innocent it may seem), if there is no bowing down in
total submission to the unique sovereignty of the Lord God and His Word and
His Christ, it is anti-God, a stronghold of Satan. All such systems, political
systems, military systems, religious systems, humanistic systems, philosophical
systems, legal, moral, economical, educational or anything else, if they do not
acknowledge the supreme sovereignty of God and His Word and His Christ and
bow in submission to them, then they are strongholds of Satan, and we are called
to pull them down. Are we doing that? How seriously do you and I make
conscience of doing that?

Now, the world is full of strongholds of Satan, little ones, big ones, tiny
ones - all types and sizes that get mixed up. And they are everywhere. Let us
look at some of them, big and little, so that we can see the sort of thing we are
dealing with.

Somewhere in this country there is a little group of people practising
witchcraft, playing around with an ouija board, going in for occult practice.
Thereis a little stronghold of Satan! Take an ordinary home where the Word of
God is barred; there is a little stronghold of Satan. Then look at a nation like
Pakistan, where there are 142 million inhabitants, where Islam holds sway and
persecutes true Christians and seeks to Islamise the whole country. Now, there is
a big, a massive stronghold of Satan. When we look at the great Communist
empire ruled by Russia, there was a huge stronghold of Satan.

Well, that has been pulled down, and how was it pulled down? In 1984 a seven
year programme of prayer was instituted for the downfall of Communism and
for the freedom of religion and Bibles for all in Russian. When did Russian
Communism collapse? Seven years after that call was issued! Don't ever say
again that "the weapons of our warfare" are not mighty! The proof is there.
Movements, nations, false religions, humanistic systems, continents - all who
do not bow to God and His Word are strongholds of Satan.

It is a staggering conception, but it is true. I believe the continent of Europe,
by and large, is a stronghold of Satan. Ninety-seven out of everyone hundred
Europeans are not the people of the Lord. Less than five per cent of the people in
France have ever even handled a Bible, let alone read one. Even when we look
within our own nation we see these strongholds - liberal thinkers who have
made immorality easy and painless - Home Office Advisors who steadfastly
refuse to punish criminals adequately, a legal system which releases murderers,
rapists and paedophiles back into society after serving minimal sentences, only
to offend again. These are strongholds of Satan. The flourishing and lucrative
pornographic industry with its magazines and videos readily available. Systems
of thought which have all but destroyed respect for authority in the home and
the school. Campaigners who say that parents should be responsible for
the behaviour of their children, but remove from them the whole means of
being able to control their children. Then there are"Jehovah's Witnesses",
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"Mormons" and "New Age" thinkers and so on - all those and anything else
of their kind are strongholds of Satan, and we need to see them as such.

Beyond these shores also there are great power blocks that are such strong
holds. The whole of the Middle East from Serbia in the North to Sudan in the
South and North Africa is one vast stronghold of Satan, and it takes in almost
the whole bulk ofAsia. Many countries in South America are still strongholds of
Satan, and entrenched Buddhism and Hinduism enslave millions, and are
strongholds of Satan. But (and this is the thing that thrills me and is the reason
why I feel impelled to bring this message) - the weapons God has given us are
mighty through God to the pulling down of these strongholds. What a pathetic
little group we are! - just a handful of non-entities! We have no power, but it is
to us, to Hispeople, that these weapons are given that are mighty through God to
the pulling down of the strongholds of Satan. Now, this is a most amazing thing!

So what are these weapons that God has given us? Well, they are many. Many
of them are listed in Ephesians 6, but you will notice there that the weapons are
described mainly for defensive fighting. "The shield of faith to quench the fiery
darts of the wicked", and so on - good and vital as we have seen on previous
occasions, but they are not the mighty weapons that are spoken of here. We are
thinking of offensive weapons, not defensive weapons. We are thinking ofgoing
forth in the name of the Lord to pull down. Going on the attack against the
strongholds of Satan. Now I want to say that all the weapons God has given us
depend on the prayer offaith, and prayer is the greatest of them all. Prayer can
go where nothing else can go, even in places like Saudi Arabia where we are not
allowed to preach the Gospel. But prayer can go there, and prayer connects us to
the infinite power of God Himself.

Christians are in themselves weak. We are weak, and don't we know it in
ourselves? But this weapon of the prayer of faith is dynamite and it is
immeasurably capable of pulling down through God the greatest strongholds
Satan has ever created. Think just for a moment in terms of the hydrogen bomb.
Look at the little man who sits there with the button at his finger tips! He is as
weak as anything. He couldn't lift two hundredweights if he tried! But it is a
weapon that can destroy a continent! Now that is nasty, because it is brutal, and
cruel, and it destroys men's lives. But the illustration will hold. This God-given
weapon of the prayer of faith, even in the hands of poor, weak folk like
ourselves, is wholly capable, even mighty through God to the destruction, the
bringing to ruin, of every great fortress or stronghold ofSatan - every system of
human thought - every false religion - anything and everything that exalts
itself against God and the knowledge of God. And God has put this weapon into
our hands. This weapon is mighty. But it is a good weapon because it is not for
the destruction of people, but of evil systems which hold people bound. And this
devastating weapon of prayer can and will through God pull down Satan's
strongholds and open up the way for the preaching of the Gospel. Do you see it?
Can you grasp this breathtaking picture?
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We are too prone to see the position of Christianity as being weak in the
world and true Christians as a small minority facing an impossible situation,
faced with the materialism and the godlessness of the day and the vast systems of
Islam and Buddhism and New Ageism,' Hinduism and Roman Catholicism and
Communism. How weak we are!

But we need to stand that whole concept on its head. God has given to His
believing people a weapon compared with which the hydrogen bomb is a mere
plaything in power, and it does not destroy men's bodies or minds, nor cause
havoc nor suffering. Instead it destroys evil systems, and, by God's grace brings
peace and reconciliation to God. It brings His rule, it brings joy, it brings
happiness. It is a devastatingly mighty weapon of mass destruction of Satan's
strongholds. It is our weapon. Do you get that? It is too big for me to handle - it
is handling me - it overwhelms me. "The weapons of our warfare." They are
given to us to use and if, by God-given faith, we rightly use them, we will,
through the power of God, pull down the strongholds of Satan.

Now if by the grace of God we grasp this, we will find it thrilling and exciting to
the ultimate degree, because we fight this warfare in alliance with God - we
march with Him as we march within His predestined purposes for the extension of
the kingdom of His dear Son, so that it shall be built on.the ruins of the
strongholds of Satan. Ultimately "He shall reign from sea to sea and from pole to
pole". It is God's decree that "in him shall all the nations ofthe earth be blessed".
I can only pray that the Holy Spirit will impress this upon your mind as He has on
mine, because my words by themselves are useless. By that same predestinating
power He has ordained this means. The power is His, but the weapons are ours. It
may be long-term - we may not live to see it - but the future is clear and bright 
there is no doubt about that. Let us never be put off by our weakness, but let us
look at the God-given dynamite of this weapon of prayer.

Now in practical terms, what do we do? First of all in your mind isolate these
strongholds ofSatan. Make a list of them. Have you ever done this? Will you do it,
so that you can be specific in your prayers? It is not enough to see world events as
general and beyond our control and say - "Well, they are happening." Isolate
the strongholds ofSatan, seeking the aid ofthe Holy Spirit in doing so. Write them
down. Learn what you can about them. You must know what you are aiming at.
You cannot pull down a stronghold that you do not know anything about. List the
strongholds you are going to attack. Be specific about them. Think about your
praying before you pray. It is not enough to say, "Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done" , and then rush off. Really seek to see your prayers, through God, as the
mightiest power in the universe. Really grasp it if you haven't grasped it already. I
must just here quote something I have read lately:

"Prayer is fundamental in the kingdom of God. It is not an optional extra
nor is it a last resort when all others methods have failed. Prayerlessness is a
sin. Without prayer God's plan for the world cannot be achieved" (Patrick
Johnson, Operation World).
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Daring isn't it? But He has ordained that it shall be achieved through prayer.

"We do not just pray for the work, prayer is the work. Prayer lifts Christian
activities from the realm of human effort to the divine. Someone made the
statement, 'When man works man works, but, when man prays, God
works'. Through prayer we become co-workers with the Lord God
Almighty. We move from time into eternity, sharing in the eternal counsels
of God" (op. cit.).

Would that we could grasp the significance of this ministry of intercession.

"As intercessors, what power we wield! We reign in life with the Lord Jesus.
He has raised us up to share His throne and His authority. From that
vantage point we rejoice even as the earthbound cry out their woes. We
have authority over Satan to thwart his plans, pull down his strongholds
and release his captives. Our prayers through God's might can change our
world, open closed doors, make resistant people receptive, put down and
raise up leaders and extend the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. Is it any
wonder that the enemy would do all he can to distract or dismay us from
commitment to intercession? Let us mobilise prayer" (op. cit.).

Here are some big statements, but if you think that the weapons of our
warfare are mighty through God you will see that they are true.

"We can tip the scale of history. Christians can be the controlling factor
under God in the unfolding drama of today's world. Let us not allow
ourselves to be chased around by the enemy, but let us go up at once and
take the kingdoms of this world for the Lord. He is delighted to give
them to us" (op. cit.).

Now these are some very, very strong statements. Ponder them. Do they fit in
with this statement of the Apostle Paul? The mystery, the relationship of God's
sovereignty to our praying is beyond our understanding, but the Scripture
declares emphatically that' 'if we ask anything according to his will, he heareth
us: and if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the
petitions that we desired of him." And when we pray for the pulling down of the
strongholds of Satan and the coming of the kingdom ofour Lord Jesus Christ we
are asking according to His will and with His own explicit instructions. All
Scripture abounds in this - of the power of true prayer.

There is no doubt. It made the sun stand still before Joshua - impossible, but
it happened! It divided the Red Sea for Moses. It brought the power of God to
destroy the Assyrian army for Hezekiah without a human arm being lifted. It
brought destruction to the million strong army of the Ethiopians before King
Asa. The American Revival of 1858 began with one man's prayer - and he had
to sit a quarter-of-an-hour alone before anybody else came to join him. Prayer
brought about, as we have seen, the spectacular downfall of Communism in 1991.
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Let us grasp (and may the Holy Spirit help us) this realisation that we have in
our hands the mightiest power in the Universe through God. Let us beg the Lord
to make us intercessors. Let us list the strongholds of Satan and go on the attack.
Let us pray for the building up of the kingdom of God. Let us make time for this.
It will take time. It will be very demanding. Be diligent - but may you and I as
individuals and together as Churches and congregations set ourselves and
consecrate ourselves by God's grace deliberately to this task of pulling down
the strongholds of Satan through the might of God released by prayer. There
is the challenge.

May the Holy Spirit apply it, and ifwe are enabled by His grace to obey it, I say
with the utmost reverence, that God alone knows what may be the result. "For
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but spiritual, mighty through God to
the pulling down of strongholds." Amen.

"A bruisedreedshallhe not break, andsmokingflax shallhe not quench"
(Matthew 12:20)

What is weaker than the bruised reed or the smoking flax? A reed that groweth
in the fen or marsh, let but the wild duck light upon it, and it snaps; let but the
foot of man brush against it, and it is bruised and broken; every wind that flies
across the river moves it to and fro. You can conceive of nothing more frail or
brittle, orwhose existence is more in jeopardy, than a bruised reed. Then look
at the smoking flax - what is it? It has a spark within it, it is true, but it is almost
smothered; and infant's breath might blow it out; nothing has a more precarious
existence than its flame.

Weak things are here described, yet Jesus says of them, "The smoking flax I
will not quench; the bruised reed I will not break". Some of God's children are
made strong to do mighty works for Him; God has His Samsons here and there
who can pull up Gaza's gates, and carry them to the top of the hill; He has a few
mighties who are lion-like men, but the majority of His people are a timid,
trembling race. They are like starlings, frightened at every passer-by; a little
fearful flock. If temptation comes, they are taken like birds in a snare; if trial
threatens, they are ready to faint; their frail skiff is tossed up and down by every
wave, they are drifted along like a sea bird on the crest of billows - weak things,
without strength, without wisdom, without foresight. Yet, weak as they are, and
because they are weak, they have this promise made specially to them. Herein is
grace and graciousness! Herein is love and lovingkindness! How it opens to us
the compassion of Jesus - so gentle, tender, considerate! We need never shrink
back from His touch. We need never fear a harsh word from Him; though He
might well chide us for our weakness, He rebuketh not. Bruised reeds shall have
no blows from Him, and the smoking flax no damping frowns. C H S. . purgeon
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A Needful Warning
J. C. RYLE

(Bishop of Liverpool, 1880-1900)

"Be not carried about by divers and strange doctrines" (Hebrews 13:9)

THAT OLD ENEMY of J;Ilankind, the devil, has no more subtle device for
ruining souls than that of spreading false doctrine. Inside the Church he is ever
labouring to sow heresies, to propagate errors, to foster departures from the
faith. If he cannot prevent the waters flowing from the Fountain of Life he tries
hard to poison them. If he cannot destroy the medicine of the Gospel he strives
to adulterate and corrupt it.

The Divine Comforter of the Church, the Holy Spirit, has always employed
one great agent to oppose Satan's devices - the Word of God. The Word
expounded and unfolded, the Word made clear to the head and applied to the
heart, the Word is the chosen weapon by which the devil must be confronted and
confounded. The Word was the sword which the Lord Jesus wielded in the
temptation. To every assault of the tempter, He replied, "It is written". The
Word is the sword which His ministers must use in the present day, if they would
successfully resist. the devil. The Bible, faithfully and freely expounded, is the
safeguard of Christ's Church. -

The text contains a warning: "Be not carried about with divers and strange
doctrines." The meaning of these words is not a hard thing which we cannot
understand. "Be not tossed to and fro," the Apostle seems to say, "by every
blast of false teaching, like ships without compass or rudder. False doctrines will
arise as long as the world lasts, in number many, in minor details varying, in one
point alone always the same - strange, new, foreign, and departing from the
Gospel ofChrist. They do exist now. They will always be found within the visible
Church. Remember this, and be not carried away." Such is Paul's warning.

The Apostle's warning does not stand alone. Even in the midst ofthe Sermon
on the Mount there fell from the loving lips of our Saviour a solemn caution:
"Beware of false prophets, which come unto you in sheep's clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves" (Matthew 7: 15). In Paul's last address to the
Ephesian elders, he warns his friends against false doctrine: "Ofyour own selves
shall men arise, speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after them"
(Acts 20:30). What says the second Epistle to the Corinthians: "I fear, lest by
any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ" (2 Corinthians 11 :3).
What says the Epistle to the Galatians: "I marvel that ye are so soon removed
from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel" - "Who
hath bewitched you that ye should not obey the truth?"
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What shall we say to these texts? How they may strike others I cannot say. I
only know how they strike me. To tell us, as some do, in the face of these texts,
that the early Churches were a model of perfection and purity, is absurd. Even in
Apostolic days, it appears, there were abundant errors both in doctrine and
practice. To tell us, as others do, that ministers ought never to handle contro
versial subjects, and never to warn their people against erroneous views, is
senseless and unreasonable. At this rate we might neglect not a little of the New
Testament. Surely the dumb dog and the sleeping shepherd are the best allies of
the wolf, the thief, and the robber. It is not for nothing that Paul says: "If thou
put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of
Jesus Christ" (l Timothy 4:6).

A plain warning against false doctrine is specially needed in England in the
present day. Strange views are continually propounded by ministers about
subjects of the deepest importance. About the atonement, the deity of Christ,
the inspiration of the Bible, the reality of miracles, the eternity of future punish
ment - about all these things there is nothing too monstrous to be taught by
some English ministers in these latter days. By the pen and by the tongue, by the
press and by the pulpit, the country is incessantly deluged with a flood of errors.
Never was it so needful to say, "Be not carried about".

Does anyone ask me, What is the best safeguard against false doctrine? I
answer in one word - "The Bible: the Bible regularly read, regularly prayed
over, regularly studied." We must go back to the old prescription of our Master:
"Search the Scriptures" (John 5:39).

Ifwe want a weapon to wield against the devices of Satan, there is nothing like
"the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God" . But to wield it successfully, we must
read it habitually, diligently, intelligently, and prayerfully. This is a point on
which, I fear, many fail. In an age of hurry and bustle, few read their Bibles as
much as they should. More books, perhaps, are read than ever, but less of the
one Book which makes man wise unto salvation. Romanism and error could
never have made such havoc in the Church in the last fifty years, if there had not
been such a superficial knowledge of the Scriptures throughout the land. A
Bible-reading people is the strength of a Church. If we would not be carried
about by "divers and strange doctrines", we must remember the words of our
Lord Jesus Christ: "Search the Scriptures". Ignorance of the Bible is the root of
all error. Knowledge of the Bible is the best antidote against modern heresies.

When we in darkness walk
Nor feel the heavenly flame,
Then is the time to trust our Lord
And rest upon His name.

A. M. Toplady
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Book Reviews

Beginning with John's Gospel. Susan Barding. The Banner of Trust Trust.
pp. 67 (black and colour). £2.95.

This is a book for younger readers. The author uses the opening verses of John's
Gospel to explain who Jesus was and why He came into the world. She follows
the prologue with the Apostle's description of Jesus and His ministry. Helen A.
Joyce's illustrations add to the attractiveness ofthe book. J .C.

Taken up to Heaven. The Ascension ofChrist. Derek Thomas. Evangelical
Press, 1996. pp. 142. £5.95.

There is a balm of encouragement stored up in the Ascension - for home
makers, professionals, students, ministers, children, adults. All Christians
should be interested to learn of this great doctrine from God's holy Word.

In the eight chapters, the author (of the Reformed Theological Seminary,
Jackson, Mississippi) brings before us Scriptures that remind of Christ seated in
glory. There He rules the world for the benefit of His people and from the right
hand of God He sends the Holy Spirit to apply to the Father's children all the
blessings which flow from His redeeming work.

The book is nicely produced and I heartily commend it. J.C.

The Way Everlasting - A Study in Psalm 139. E. J. Young. The Banner of
Truth Trust. pp. 117. £3.50.

Many evangelicals today have a superficial understanding of God. It is therefore
refreshing to read E. J. Young's clear exposition of Psalm 139. This Psahp. is a
prayer in which David reflects on God's omnipotence (He is all-powerful),
omnipresence (He is everywhere), omniscience (He knows everything) and
transcendence (He is far above man). How can a Christian consider such deep
truths and remain unmoved? But do we stop in our busy lives and think about
God? The author's words are sadly true: "In our daily lives we do not meditate
upon God as we ought. Our lives are so filled with activity that in this modern
day we have all but abandoned the practice ofmeditation. "No wonder we know
so little of God's presence and power in our lives and in our Churches.

Psalm 139 is especially relevant as abortions increase. God the Creator sees
and cares for the unborn child (verses 13-16). "From human sight he was hidden
but not from the eyes of God. Even in this unborn stage, David was in God's
hands." Skilfully God embroiders (' 'curiously wrought", verse 15) the body of
the unborn infant within the mother's womb. The Creator maps out our lives
from conception through to death (verse 16). "Not only does God know all
things, but God has also foreordained all things.... All the days that David
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would live and all the events of each day had been written down in God's book
before David himself had come into existence." Nothing happens by chance;
God lovingly and wisely plans for each one of His people.

The reissue ofE. J. Young's book (first published in 1965) is timely because of
another present-day debate on the everlasting punishment of the wicked in hell.
Some "evangelicals" are uneasy about the doctrine of God's wrath and believe
sinners suffer briefly in hell before annihilation. Contrast David who calls on
God to "slay the wicked" and emphatically declares his hatred for those who
hate God. God's enemies are David's enemies (verses 19-22). The author deals
ably with this difficult and perplexing section of Psalm 139. To my mind,
Young's treatment of these verses comprise the most useful part of his book.

The Way Everlasting is a fine example ofE. J. Young's meticulous scholarship
and love for God's Word. He was for many years Professor of Old Testament at
Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. Buy a copy and draw
closer to God! S.K.E.

Hold-Fast! A Sketch of Covenant Truth and its Witnesses. John E.
Hazelton. pp. 188. £9.50 plus 97p postage. Obtainable from Gospel Tidings
Publications, 21 Queen Street, Ossett, W. Yorks. WF5 8AS.
We are delighted to see this book in print again. Truth for Today Publications in
Forest City, N.C., U.S.A., have done great service in republishing this book,
which first appeared in 1909.

Much ground is covered in these pages. The author shows how the doctrines
of grace have been upheld through the centuries. In successive chapters he shows
the witness by the Reformers and Puritans, in the Church of England and among
the Independents and Baptists. The book is a mine of information and will serve
to encourage further study.

The author includes a warm appreciation of Dr. D. A. Doudney, for 53 years
editor of the Gospel Magazine - "He was in many respects one of the most
useful ministers of the century. To an enormous capacity for work he united
great literary ability, business aptitude and a winning personality."

The book is attractively produced and illustrated and is warmly commended
to our readers. M.H.

Letters ofSamuel Rutherford. The Banner of Truth Trust. New edition 1996.
pp. 206 paperback. £2.50.
The first collection of the famous letters appeared in 1664, just two years after
Rutherford's death. Successive editions grew to the 365 in Andrew's Bonar's
classic edition.

Born in Roxburghshire in 1600, Rutherford at the early age of twenty-one
graduated M.A. at Edinburgh University, at which time he became seriously
religious. He was appointed to the parish of Anwoth in Galloway.
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In 1636 the Bishop of Galloway got the Court of High Commission to forbid
Rutherford to exercise his ministry. In August 1636 he was exiled to Aberdeen
from which city he wrote most of his letters appearing in this Puritan paperback;
the sixty-nine having been first published in that form in 1973.

The language throughout the letters is not easy to follow, but as C. H.
Spurgeon wrote, they were "the nearest thing to inspiration which can be found
in all the writings ofmere men". J.C.

John Calvin's Sermons on Galatians. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 671
hardback (exclusive of introduction). £21.95.
For those who have not read Calvin before, this book is a revelation. Beautifully
translated into modern English from contemporary shorthand notes, with good
sized print, clear, concise and eminently readable, these sermons expose the
heresy of salvation by works, idolatry and ritualism and give sound practical and
scriptural advice on holy living.

The Lord Jesus Christ is set forth as our only and all sufficient Saviour,
Advocate and Provider of every spiritual, physical and material need. This book
is a must for those in Church leadership and for any desirous of a closer walk
with the Saviour. There is a full index and blank pages for notes. J .C.B.
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