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Editorial
AS You READ through the Gospels you discover that the word ',must" was
often upon the lips of the Lord Jesus christ. This little word gives us some
revealing glimpses into His heart and mission in life.

I. "I must be about my Father's business', (Luke 2:49)
These words were spoken when Jesus was only twelve years old and was a mild
but gracious reproof to Mary. Here then is our pattern to follow and a test by
which we should try ourselves. Are we indeed about our Father's business ani
have we felt the grip of that necessity?

2. "Even so must the Son of man be lifted up', (John 3:14)
Here christ recognised and accepted the necessity for the cross. From the very
first He saw the cross not only as inevitable but as indispensable. "I, if I be lifted
up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." As the biazen serpent lifted up in
the camp of Israel brought health and cure, so christ crucified would bringiife
and healing to sinful men.

3. "Them also I must bring', (John 10:16)
Here the Lord is anticipating His future triumph and sees into the dim far-off
tracts of time. He looks past the fold of Judaism to the lost ones beyond, and says
with divine urgency, "them also I must bring". He will receive one day tire
heathen for His inheritance and the utmost parts of the earth for His possession
(Psalm 2:8). The missionary task is a privilege, not a burden.I



ttAdorn the Doctrinett
A Sermon by the Editor

"Adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things"
(Ti tus 2:10)

"TO ADORN" means "to festoon", "garland", or "make beautiful" - so we are
told to make the Gospel flash and sparkle, to make it fair and beautiful. Here are
Paul's words to us.

Now, there are many things we must do concerning the Gospel.

First: we have to preach it

Paul wrote to Timothy, saying: "Preach the word; be instant in season, out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine." When a man
is ordained to the ministry he is given the Bible and it is put into his hands with
these words: "Take thou authority to preach the Word of God and administer the
sacraments in the congregation." "Preach the word." Paul says in I Corinthians
l:18: "For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto
us which are saved it is the power of God." This is a task that we must not fail
in - we must preach the Word.

Second: we must define the Gospel

We must expound the Gospel and show what it contains and know what it means.
We are living in a day of indistinctness, where people are very "woolly thinking"
and they use terms without really thinking of the meaning, so it is essential for us
to define our terms, and to make plain what we really mean by "the Gospel".

Third: we have to sprea.d it

Our Lord's last words before He ascended into heaven were: "Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel." The Christian who is not concerned about
the spreading of the Gospel is certainly wrong somewhere. We are to be
concerned about spreading it in our own neighbourhood, in our own town, in our
own country, in the world at large. You can tell the spiritual temperature of a
Church by its missionary interest and support. We should be concerned to spread
the Gospel.

Fourth: we must be concerned to defend it

Certainly we need to do this specially in a day of spiritual declension. Paul said:
"I am set for the defence of the gospel." One version puts it like this: "I am posted
as a sentry of the Gospel." Well, we certainly have to defend it today because
sometimes it is attacked from the most unexpected quarter.

. / t :
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Fifth: we are to obey the Gospel
We are to make the Gospel the rule of life and the standard of our actions. Time
and time again in the Bible we are urged to obey the word. It is no use paying lip
service to it - we must obey it. Savs the old hvmn:

:'r.r, -o oo"r,
For there's no other way

*niffi,'"il'ffH:,,
Sixth: we are to adorn the Gospel
This is yet a further duty to the Gospel without which all these things we have
mentioned are likely to prove ineffective. We are to adorn the Gospel - we are to
make it beautiful before the eyes of men.

Now, many have peculiar ideas about the Gospel. I know it is regarded by some
as the enemy of pleasure. It is supposed to be harsh and severe and demanding
and giving very little, and many suppose it to be a very gloomy thing indeed. you
can tell what the majority of our own countrymen think of it by their consistent
absence from worshio.

on9- way of counteracting such false ideas is for us to make the Gospel
beautiful to prove to these men that they are mistaken and that the real Gospel fias
a glory which men can feel but cannot adequately express. Man loves, and is
inesistibly drawn by, the beautiful. How attractively our Lord Jesus christ
presented the truth! He took every doctrine and He made it telling and impressive
and beautiful, and the world has not grown weary of looking at the pictures in and
by which He spoke the truth. Think of those matchless parables of bur Lord - the
Prodigal Son, the Lost Sheep, the Good samaritan - and in all these the truth is
made beautiful. It is presented attractively and winsomely. The preacher certainly
must express the truth in a way which makes it beautiful to the eye and to the eai.

I should think one of the least read Books of the Old Testament is the Book of
Ecclesiastes. This is what the writer says concerning preaching: "And moreover,
because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave
good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs. The preacher sought
to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, 

"u"n 
roid.

of truth" (Ecclesiastes l2:9-10).If you look at the margin of the nibte it says: ,.He
sought to find out 'words of delight'" - in other words, "to adorn the doctrine of
God our Saviour in all things".

Now the best way for us to adorn the Gospel is to live the Gospel. Truth is never
so beautiful as when it is done and the doctrine acted outshines the doctrine
voiced. Truths in creeds and books can sometimes seem very dry and cold and
formal, but, when they are translated by human life, they become iesplendent. so
we should live as if the Gospel is our joy and our supreme delight. "Adorn the
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things."

183



184 The Gospel Magazine

What a great thing this is! The truth must not be simply a matter of the head -

it must affect the heart and the life. Creeds must be translated into conduct, and
faith must be seen to work.

Just look how Paul is concerned to drive home this truth in his Epistle to Titus
(1:16): "They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being
abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate." They have
got it well stored in the head and in the intellect, "but in works they deny him,
being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate". Life
and lip did not correspond. Here is the word of exhortation to Titus: "In all things
shewing thyself a pattern of good works" (2:7).He is to be a living example to the
Church. Creed must be translated into conduct; faith must be seen to work, for
Christ "gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works". "These things I will that
thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to
maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men" (3:8).

Let us dwell on this word adorn.It is a remarkable thing that the Apostle is
advocating here. He says, in effect, that we may add lustre to the Gospel. We
could never have thought that possible, but, here it is. Paul says that by our living,
by our speaking, by our general manner of life, we may add lustre to the Gospel.
This is more wonderful when we remember to whom these words were addressed.
They'were spoken to a handful of slaves from the lowest strata of society, whose
lives were lived in slavery and whose duties were often repulsive. Yes, even in
their limited and lowly sphere they might make the truth of the Gospel even more
beautiful. How wonderful! Just a handful of slaves whose lives were lived in
squalor and whose duties were often repulsive. We, likewise, are to beautify the
Gospel, and it is a solemn responsibility. They were difficult times. "For there are
many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision:
whose mouths must be stopped"(1:10-11). Titus is urged to "speak thou the
things which become sound doctrine . . . that the word of God be not blasphemed"
(2:1,5). That is the alternative. If you do not do the one, you will do the other.
Our lives are not neutral in their effect. We either attract or repel - we either make
men think better of God's truth, or make them think worse of it, and there are no
worse enemies of the Gospel than its inconsistent friends. You know it is the little
things that count in the end.

Now how were these people to do it?

It is strange that these people, these servants of the humblest order, should be set
such a task, and Paul is saying, "Well, if you cannot preach by lip, you can
certainly preach by life". Notice the context. It says that they were to give
satisfactory service in every way, willingly, cheerfully, no answering back, no
grumbling, no rebellion, no vindictiveness. Look at verse 9 - they are to adorn
the Gospel by being "obedient unto their own masters". They had
hard taskmasters who were not above hitting out with the whip and here

some
is Paul
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saying to them, 'I-ive in such a way that you will please these hard-to-please
masters". Notice that in verse 10 he exhorts them to do it by scrupulous honesty,
not purloining, not embezzling and pilfering. What a comment that is on our
modern-day life when embezzling and pilfering are the order of the day. Says
Paul - "You must be above all that"! Also Paul goes on to say: "Not purloining,
but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our saviour
in all things."

We, too, can adorn the Gospel by our integrity, by our courtesy of behaviour,
by our own unselfishness, by our patience. Adom the Gospel of "our Saviour in
cll things". we are to adorn it in the daily, lowly, menial tasks, in the small as well
as in the great. In a// things we are to do this very thing. There must be something
very different about us if we are Christian people. It was said of the early
christians that men and women "took knowledge of them, that they had been with
Jesus" (Acts 4:13). There was something different about them, and it certainly
was not piousity - it was something far deeper than all that. There was something
they couldn't help taking notice of. They were different, and the reason was "they
had been with Jesus". If we are to beautify Him He mu$ rtr$ beautify aq and, if
we are to adorn the doctrine , the doctrine must first adorn as, and, it is only as we
live near to christ, that His beauty will be seen in us. Remember how Paul wrote
to the Corinthians in his Second Epistle (3:18): "But we all, with open face
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." How we need to pray:

"Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me,
All His wonderful compassion and purity,
Oh! Thou Spirit Divine, all my nature refine,
Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me."

In the 90th Psalm the Psalmist prayed, "Let the beauty of the Lord our God be
upon us" - and it is only then that we shall be enabled to adorn the doctrine.

Thk is a ministry that all Christians can participate in
You do not have to go to college in order to do this. Let us determine, if we are
christian people, whatever other people do, we ourselves will adorn the Gospel,
that we may make it beautiful by our loving speech, by a consistent life, thus
commending the Lord we love and whom we seek to serve.

This is a great word - and it is over to us. lt is not something just to speak
about, it is something to put into practice, to live out, and to "adorn the doctrine
of God our saviour in all things". You do not need me to remind you how people
are very quick to note the behaviour of Christian people. They set a high standard
for us ourselves and for others, and woe betide if we fall in one little jot or tittle.
They are quick to speak, and how many seize on it as an excuse for their keeping
away from public worship and say: "well, if that is what being a christian is, I am
better awav!"
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Let us seek to contradict that, and we can do it in this very effective way - by
living up to the faith we profess. Take with you this word and may God enable
preacher and hearer alike to put it into practice, to adorn, to beautify, to commend
the Gospel in all thingsl May God give us grace so to do! Amen. 

M.H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE Mi:CKENZIE

WALKING IN THE WAY

DOYOU REMEMBER learning to walk? Probably not. But you did have to learn
that very complicated skill.

My little grand-daughter has just learned how to walk. Progress is slow.
Gradually she has gone from shuffling, to crawling, to standing against the
furniture, to standing alone, to at last taking her first step alone.

'Many times she falls down or sits down suddenly. But then she gets up and tries
again. With the helping hand of Mum or Dad, she makes much quicker progress.
Just having a finger to hold on to, gives her much more confidence.

She perseveres in the task; the big smile on her face, shows just how much
pleasure she gets from having learnt her new skill of walking.

The Christian life is sometimes described as a walk. "Blessed are they that keep
his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart. They also do no iniquity:
they walk in his ways" (Psalm ll9:2-3).

Starting out in the Christian life is like learning to walk. When a person is
converted and turns from serving sin to serving the Lord he starts out on a new
way of life - just like the baby's first faltering steps.

But the progress should be made. The believer grows in grace and in the
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Sometimes the Christian tumbles down when he makes a mistake or falls into
sin. But just as the loving Mum or Dad picks up the little child and sets him on
his feet again, so the Lord lifts up the fallen believer and restores him to the right
way. As David prayed after he had fallen into sin: "Restore unto me the joy of thy
salvation" (Psalm 5l : l2).

Just as the mother's hand is such a help to the unsteady toddler, so the strong
hand of the Lord, His poweq is a help to the Christian in his walk. Without His
upholding, we would fall so many times. When we try to do things in our own
strength, that is when we tumble down. As the baby perseveres and persists in the
task of learning to walk, the believer has to persevere in the Christian walk, to
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exercise patience. He must not give up at the first set-back or difficulty. God
requires us to be like the good seed (in the story Jesus told) and have fruitful
lives - not be like the seed which fell on the rock, which seemed promising and
then withered when things got difficult.

The pleasure and happiness of the baby when he finally accomplishes the skill
of walking is obvious on his face.

walking with God in His ways is the only way to obtain true pleasure. The
pleasures of this world are just like grovelling or crawling along the ground.

True blessedness or happiness comes from walking in the law of the Lord
(Psalm 119:1), trusting in Him and leaning on Him.

PUZZLE

We are given instructions in God's Word as to how we should ,'walk" the
Christian life. Fill in the missins words.

l. Let us walk in the _ of the Lord (Isaiah 2:5).

2. And this is love, that we walk after his (2 John:6).

3. Blessed is everyone that feareth the Lord; that walketh in his
(Psalm 128: l) .

4. what doth the Lord require of thee but to do justly, and to love mercy and to
walk _ with thy God (Micah 6:8).

5. He that walketh in his _ feareth the Lord (proverbs 14:2).

6 . T e a c h m e t h y w a y o L o r d : I w i l l w a l k i n t h y - ( P s a l m 8 6 : 1 1 ) .

7 . I t i s n o t g o o d t h a t y e d o : o u g h t y e n o t t o w a l k i n t h e - o f o u r G o d
(Nehemiah 5:9).

8 .Hetha twa lke th ina-way,hesha l lserveme(Psa lm101:6) .

"His ways are past finding out" (Romans 1l:33) - yet "the ways of the Lord are
right" (Hosea l4:9).

"Faith can rest in what it cannot comprehend" - Isaac Watts.

"A naked profession of faith is not better than a verbal charity" - Thomas watson.

"Three things God cannot do - He cannot die, He cannot lie. and He cannot be
deceived" - C. H. Spurgeon.

"Sin hath the devil for its father, shame for its companion, and death for its
wages" - Thomas Watson.
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Free Unmerited Grace
KEITH M. CRANE (Worthing, Sussex)

"For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have rnercy,
and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.
So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth,

but of God that sheweth mercy" (Romans 9:15-16)

WE LIVE IN DAYS when many who claim to embrace Christianity nevertheless
interpret Holy Scripture in humanistic and worldly ways, often largely rejecting
the perfect sovereignty of God, particularly concerning His prerogative in
choosing those who may benefit from His gracious mercy and the gift of
salvation. Indeed, we find the general impression given by many preachers to be
that anyone, if they so happen to wish, may reach out - through human desire and
will-power - to procure the benefits which they consider to be on general offer
and to which they believe they are entitled. The Gospel is often proclaimed in
such a way that men and women are coaxed, persuaded - even coerced - to
accept the truth of the Christian message, even though the Word makes it
plain that humankind is bound by sin and therefore completely alienated from
God and His love.

It is frequently suggested that even though Scripture says men and women are
dead in their trespasses and sins, they can somehow reach out and receive Christ
as their Saviour. How such a feat is possible is not adequately explained. Instead
it is suggested that human aspiration and desire can overcome this barrier,
provided the individual is sincere in their longing. "Decisionism" may well boost
numbers and help oil the wheels of "the Church" but when "Free-willism" is
carefully examined in the light of Scripture is it truly possible to verify such a
proposition not simply as feasible but more importantly truly in accordance with
God's Word? Can a man or woman who by nature is completely alienated,
estranged - indeed set against God - suddenly turn to Him simply because they
have felt emotionally aroused? Can some sentimental inner stirring possibly
overcome the spiritual barrier which lies within every member of the human race
as the result of the fall in Eden? Outwardly men and women may indeed respond
to human arousal, yes they can be induced to feel sad and sorry for past misdeeds,
but can such natural human emotion bridge the great spiritual divide which
separates them from a holy and sovereign God? The attractiveness of the
Gospel - with the prospect of better things - may most certainly interest men and
women but if such feelings are divorced from the convicting soul work of the
Holy Spirit can it be genuine?

Those who have responded to some emotional presentation of the Gospel may
indeed sincerely believe that they have "become a Christian" whilst in truth they

L x
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are still bound by sin because there has been no inner convicting work of the
Spirit, no true confession of personal sin, no repentance, no real soul contrition!
Instead there has perhaps simply been remorse over past failures and a personal
resolution to strive to do better in future, rather than true repentance or - as the
Authorised Version expresses it - no "mourning" over sin.

Those who present the opportunity of anyone and everyone securing
"everlasting life" often leave men and women with the impression that choosing
to follow Jesus Christ is similar to making any other choice in life; one consideri
the pros and cons and decides whether one wishes to proceed in a certain way.
This may at first seem a forthright way of expressing the issue but is this not often
how folk see the Gospel?

Linked with liberal and unscriptural presentation of the blessed Gospel, is not
the whole way in which sin is regarded nowadays. In many places of worship
reference to sin and sinners is considered quite unacceptable; often men und
women are left with the impression that sin is really of little consequence. There
is always danger when one doctrine is stressed at the expense of others and this is
certainly true when the love of God is portrayed as more important than other
aspects of His divine nature. Negating the place of sin in the divine order of things
has a destructive effect upon the divine plan. Scripture cogently asserts that tfie
bestowal of salvation rests with God and that redemption cannot be experienced
until sin has been dealt with. Indeed when sin is regarded as a matter of minor
import then the whole reason for the coming of Christ Jesus as the Sin Bearer and
perfect Sacrifice is despised and treated with contempt. Christ Jesus came to pay
the ultimate price for sin; this was the reason He came. Those who suggest that
He came simply to be an example to mankind, that His coming was to show men
and women how God would have them live, is a perversion of the truth.

Scripture attests to the authentic way in which the bestowal of salvation is made
and that is through the inner work of the Holy Spirit who arouses the individual
to their fallen state and vileness in the sight of a holy God. Making them aware of
the efficacious grace which is available solely in and through the iacrificial death
of Christ and the way in which His shed blood has covered iheir sinfulness. so that
God no longer sees their loathsomeness and rebellion, but rather the covering of
the perfect offering made by His Son. only as the individual comes to see their
sin for what this represents in the sight of a holy God, and how abhorrent sin is,
can they begin to see what Christ has done for them. Man's efforts to please
God and to win His favour are nothing; absolutely valueless when compared to
the beautiful merits of Christ Jesus. The whole attitude of humankind iowards
future reward reveals their arrogance and conceit; how insolent to imagine
their puny merits might be considered alongside the atonement made by the iord
Jesus Christ.

christ Jesus alone could justify the sinner; only God is able to pardon sin. The
Bible knows nothing of self-justification ! Acquittal springs from the grace of God
and is granted to those whom He chooses; there can be no acquittal for a sinner

189
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unless the propitiation made by Christ Jesus is recognised and the blessing
humbly received.

Enthusiasm to see others benefiting from the blessings of the glorious Gospel
is commendable, provided such earnestness is subject to the discipline of Holy
Scripture and not merely to the carnal and fanciful ideas of man's imagination.
Throughout the centuries men and women have been inclined to place their own
interpretation upon the promise of "everlasting life"; some of these ideas have
been both extravagant and outrageous.

Sometimes "everlasting life" has been seen in terms of an enhanced earthly life,
where an individual is able to continue experiencing the best and enjoyable parts
of life. Clearly such a concept is mistaken because it assumes that all the
individual's family members and friends - with whom they have passed enjoyable
hours upon earth - will be with them in Heaven. Although there is no scriptural
basis for ideas of this nature, many men and women cling to such false notions,
claiming that they find them of great comfort. Yet others have been led to believe
that through "deciding to follow Jesus" the individual will benefit in health and
in financial matters whilst present upon earth. Others have been cajoled into
accepting belief in Christ in order to escape the wrath of an angry God and the
torrnents of hell.

In lands where the philosophy of attaining personal goals through the efforts of
the individual holds sway - for example in education, business or social position
- often such ideas are equally applied to religious belief. Sadly, many sincerely
believe that the individual can secure acceptance with God through "good works"
and an appropriate life-style. However, when all these human ideas are considered
in the light of Scripture, their falseness becomes only too clear. The Word of God
shows us that dependence upon self-merit - in whatever form the individual may
choose - is entirely contrary to God's declared will and purpose. When man's
ideas are examined it will be found that all disregard the implications of sin and
deny that redemption can only be found in Christ Jesus. Arogantly men and
women look upon Heaven as a personal reward which is theirs by virtue of the
efforts which they have made to secure a place, rather than humbly accepting
God's will and seeing Heaven as a place where they will be able to worship and
adore the Lamb who shed His blood in order to secure their redemption.

Man's view and God's will and purpose are diametrically opposed. There are
many who consider the whole scriptural concept of "election" as an affront to
man's intellect and is seen as imposing unnecessary limitations on human will and
ability. Pomposity of this nature has no place in true Christianity. The scriptural
doctrine of the electing grace of a holy and righteous God - as set out in His
Word - offends mankind because it not only runs contrary to human notions of
personal worth and endeavour but also inflicts a severe blow to both their pride
and imagined prestige!

The pure and perfect sovereignty of God cannot be truly grasped by the human
mind, neither can humankind comprehend the full wonder of electing grace.

I
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In true and humble contrition we are to accept the soul work of the Holy Spirit,
and in repentance and faith trust solely in the redeeming merits of the once
and forever sacrifice of Christ Jesus. Those in the world may prefer to pursue
other paths - and there are many such on offer today - but in the end those who
choose to travel along them will eventually discover that the ideas and theories of
man do not lead to Heaven. The truth is the Lord bestows His love upon those
whose names are listed in the Lamb's Book of Life, which was compiled before
time on earth began.

- a -

Hedges
SUSAN GLASS

"A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an hedge about it"
(Mark 12:1)

IN OUR LORD'S PARABLE of the vineyard with an hedge about ir, we have a
picture of Israel. Hedges are useful things; they separate one man's property from
another; they keep his flocks and herds from wandering; they afford protection -
in a garden a hedge will protect plants and flowers from the rough winds. How
significant that God should liken His people Israel to a vineyard with a hedge
about it. But if hedges are to be useful they must be kept in order. They are no use
if broken - if there are gaps. There is the -

l. Hedge of separation

The children of Israel had a hedge about them which separated them from the
heathen nations. They were God's property in a special way. He gave them the
law, and instructions for their spiritual and physical wellbeing and happiness, and
said: "I am the Lord your God, which have separated you from other people.
I . . . have severed you from other people, that ye should be mine" (Leviticus
20:24,26). But they broke down that hedge, disobeyed His commands and were
scattered abroad.

we have a parallel in the church today. Jesus christ came to redeem us from
the curse of the law, calling out a people for Himself - the church which is His
body, that is, those who are born again, cleansed in His precious blood - God's
special treasure. In I Peter 2:9 we see our position in Christ: "Ye are a chosen
[choice, select] generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people
[people for a possession - God's special possession by purchase]. . . . " The
dictionary meaning of the word "peculiar" is "one's own", "solely or specially
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belonging to", "exclusive property". "I . . . have severed you from other people,
that ye should be mine." God's exclusive property; a vineyard with an hedge
about it - the hedge of separation.

This is the Church's high calling, but alas! as with Israel, the hedge of
separation has been broken down, the Church is in the world, and the world is in
the Church - there is no distinction between many of the Lord's people, and the
people of the world. The result is, she has lost her power and usefulness; and, as
someone has said, when the Church lowers her standard, the world goes deeper
into sin.

When a Jewish remnant returned to Jerusalem under Ezra, they had lost their
separated position, and had intermarried with heathen nations. Ezra was in
distress about it, and brought home to the people their great sin. The remedy was
in humiliation, confession, and separation. They not only confessed, but put
away the evil thing from among them, and separation was restored (Ezra 10:11).
It is the same for the Church - confession, cleansing, and separation from all
that is of the world (1 John 1:9; 2:15-16). The result will be increased power
and blessing.

2. The hedge of warriors
"Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house of
Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord" (Ezekiel 13:5). In these days of
indifference and apathy, God wants warriors to stand in the gaps and fighi His
battles. But there are many gaps, and Satan has taken advantage of every opening
to get in and spoil the vines (Song of Solomon 2:15). The Christian warrior is
called upon to fight on three fronts:

(a) The self-life in all its subtle forms will have to be slain daily. A man's
greatest enemy is himself, and if he has learned the secret of conquering self
(through Christ), then he will be free to fight the Lord's battles.

(b) The evils in the Church - Liberalism, Ritualism, Worldliness. If Christians
protested against Modernism, or Liberalism, the Modernist preacher would have
to leave many pulpits. It is because of apathy and lack of the warrior spirit that
ritualism and worldliness have crept into so many Churches. I have often noticed
that if the people of the world do not want a certain thing, or disagree with some
proposed plan, they protest, or write to the newspapers about it, and they usually
win the day.

(c) The evils in the world - drinking, gambling, desecration of the Lord's Day,
etc. We owe our religious liberty to a past generation of Christian warriors who
were willing to face martyrdom rather than allow these evils in the Church and in
the world to hold sway. Do you not think we are in danger of losing that same
spirit today? In Ezekiel 22:30 God says: "I sought for a man among them, that
should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I
should not destroy it: but I found none."
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3. The hedge of difficult circumstances

lHe hath hedged me about, that I cannot get out" (Lamentations 3:7). "why is
light given to a man whose way is hid, and whom God hath hedged in?" "He hath
fenced [hedged] up my way that I cannot pass" (Job 3:23; l9:8). Sometimes God
puts a hedge round His children to keep them in His will. He has a plan for each
life yielded to Him, and one wrong step may mar that plan. so He puts a hedge
about us, blocks the way, places us in circumstances where we cannoi get out; and
if we do not recognise it as Flis hedge, we may chafe and rebel, and try to get out
and go our own way. when Israel rebelled and tried to get out of the will of God,
He said: "I will hedge up thy way with thorns" (Hosea 2:6).rf we could foresee
all that lies along the path of self-will, we would thank Him for the hedges - even
pray for them!

_ 
"Do not try to get out of a dark place except in God's time and in God's way.

The time of trouble is meant to teach you lessons that you sorely need. Prematuie
deliverance may frustrate God's work of grace in your life. Reckon it nothing but
jol . : . whenever you find yourself hedged in by various trials." A christianlady
who had advanced rapidly in the things of the spirit, gave a friend the secret: .;I
always mind the che&s.'; Ler us be careful lest we brJak through a hedge which
God puts around us.

4. The hedge of easy circumstances
"Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that
he hath on every side?. . . "(Job l:10). satan accused God of putting a hedge
about Job and making his circumstances so easy and comfortabG thaiit *uri't
difficult for him to live an upright life. He was rich and prosperous, and God had
blessed all the work of his hands. "But," said satan, "put forth thine hand now,
and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face." So Job was to be
tested to prove to Satan and the world, that he could trust God apart from his
circumstances. It is easy to trust God when we are prosperous and ill goes well.
Job's hedge of comfort was to be taken away for a time; but in the crucible of
suffering he came forth as gold. If he lost materially, he gained spiritually, for his
sufferings brought him a richet deeper spiritual experience. peihaps that is why
He has taken away yourhedge (see I Peter4:12;2corinthians 4:l7j.Hemay takl
away some prop upon which you are leaning (a human prop it may be) to teach
you to lean more upon Him. ' l
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"He that is down needs fear no fall,
He that is low no pride,
He that is humble ever shall
Have God to be his guide."

(Bunyan)
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A Letter Concerning the
Assurance of Faith

AUGUSTUS M. TOPLADY
(one-time Editor of the Gospel Magazine)

MY VALI.]ED FRIEND,

The deep things, which relate to personal experience of the Holy Spirit's dealing
with the soul ought to be matters of prayer, not of disputation.

It has long been a settled point with me, that the Scripture made a wide
distinction between faith, the assurance of faith, and the full assurance of faith.

1. Faith is the hand by which we embrace, or touch, or reach toward, the
garment of Christ's righteousness, for our own justification - such a soul is
undoubtedly safe.

2. Assurance I consider as the ring which God puts upon faith's finger - such
a soul is not only safe, but also comfortable and happy.

Nevertheless, as a finger may exist without wearing a ring, so faith may be
real without the superadded gift of assurance. We must either admit this, or set
down the late excellent Mr. Hervey (among a multitude of others) for an
unbeliever. No man, perhaps, ever contended more earnestly for the doctrine of 1
assurance than he, and yet I find him expressly declaring as follows: "What I
wro te ,concern ingaf i rmfa i th inGod 'smostprec iouspromises ,andahumble
trust that we are the objects of his tender love, is what I desire to feel, rather than
what I actually experience." The truth is, as another good man expresses it:
"A weak hand may tie the marriage knot; and a feeble faith may lay hold on a
strong Christ."

Moreover, assurance after it has been vouchsafed to the soul, may be lost. Peter
no doubt lost his assurance, and sinned it away, when he denied Christ. He did
not, however, lose the principle of faith; for Christ had before-hand prayed,
conceming him, that his faith itself might not fail: and Christ could not possibly I
pray in vain. A wife may lose her wedding ring. But that does not dissolve her
marriage relation. She continues a lawful wife siitt. And yet she is not easy until 

'h

she find her ring again.

3. Full assurance I consider as the brilliant, or cluster of brilliants, which
adorns the ring, and renders it incomparably more beautiful and valuable. Where
the diamond of full assurance is thus set in the gold of faith it diffuses its rays of
love, joy, peace, and holiness, with a lustre which leaves no room for doubt or
darkness. While these high and unclouded consolations remain, the believer's
felicity is only inferior to that of angels, or of saints made perfect above. i
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4. After all, I apprehend that the very essence of assurance lies in communion
with God. while we feel the sweetness of His inward presence, we cannot doubt
of our interest in His tender mercies. So long as the Lord speaks comfortably to
our hearts our affections are on fire, our views are clear. and our faces shine. It is
when we come down from the mount, and when we mix with the world again, that
we are in danger of losing that precious sense of His love, which is the strength
of saints militant, and the joy of souls triumphant.

But let not trembling believers forget that faith, strictly so called, is neither
more nor less than a receiving of Christ, for ourselves in particular, as our only
possible propitiation, righteousness and Saviour - John 1:12. Hast thou so
received Christ? Thou art a believer, to all the purposes of safety. And it deserves
special notice that our Lord calls the centurion's faith "great faith"; though it rose
no higher than to make him say: "Speak the word only, and my servant shall be
healed" (Matthew 8:8, l0).

The case likewise of the Canaanitish woman is full to the present point.
Her cry was: "Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David!" And, a little after,
"Lord, help me!" Jesus at first gave her a seeming repulse: but her importunity
continued, and she requested only the privilege of a dog, viz., to eat of the crumbs
which fell from the master's table. what were our Saviour's answer and our
saviour's remark? An answer and a remark which ought to make every broken
sinner take down his harp from the willows: "O woman, great is thy faith"
(Matthew l5:22-28).

5. The graces which the blessed Spirit implants in our hearts (and the grace of
faith among the rest) resemble a sun-dial; which is of little service except when
the sun shines upon it. The Holy Ghost must shine upon the graces He has given,
or they will leave us at a loss (in point of spiritual comfort), and be unable to tell
us whereabouts we are. May He, day by day, rise upon our souls with healing in
His beams! Then shall we be filled with all joy and peace in believing, and abound
in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost (Romans l5:13).

6. Are there any weak in faith who come under the denomination of bruised
reeds and smoking flax? Let them know that God will take care of them. The
former will not be broken; the latter shall not be quenched. Bless God for any
degree of faith; even though it be as the smallest of all seeds, sooner or later it will
surely expand into a large and fruitful tree. However, stop not here; but, as the
apostle advises, covet earnestly the best gifts: and the gift of assurance, yea, of
fullest assurance among the rest. The stronger you are in faith, the more glory you
will give to God, both in lip and life. Lord, increase our faith!

I am, dear Sir,
Deeply yours,

A.T.

I
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London

I 
l tst March 1776
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The Excellence of the Word
of God Compared with

Papal Darkness
D.  C.  RELF

WHEN IN 1849 the African Prince Sagbua asked Queen Vctoria the secret of
England's greatness, as to why this small island should have such influence
throughout the globe, she had no illusions and taking a copy of the Bible said:
"This is the secret of England's greatness." By Royal Command a special letter to
go with the Bible was written by the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Chichester who was
President of the Church Missionary Society at that time. One fears our nation is
now paying dearly for the lack of proper teaching, from Church leaders
downwards, as to the relevance and significance of the Holy Scriptures in its
history and life. It is still true that "the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee
shall perish" (Isaiah 60:12).

The words of the historian, J. R. Green, are true enough: "No greater moral
change ever passed over a nation than passed over England during the years
which parted the middle of the reign of Elizabeth from the meeting of the Long
Parliament. England became the people of a book - and that Book the Bible. It
was as yet the one English book that was familiar to every Englishman, it was
read in churches and read at home . . . the whole temper of the nation felt the
change. A new conception of life and of man superseded the old. A new moral and
religious impulse spread through every class" (History of England). A century
later we find that the worst evils of the French Revolution did not spread to
England partly because her sons and daughters were to some extent acquainted
with the Scriptures from their youth up. This, accompanied by the preaching of
the Word by Whitefield, Wesley and many others, during what is now called the
Evangelical Revival, undoubtedly made a great difference to the tone and spirit
of the national character and saved the nation from the horrors that enveloped
France and the greater part of Europe. So much for the national advantages of the
Scriptures, but it is, of course, appreciated that only as the Word of God, through
faith in Christ, is made spirit and life in the soul of the believer, is it effective
unto salvation.

We cannot help contrasting this with Roman Catholicism as we recently came
across a Bull (Order) from Pope Pius VII on 29th June 1816 attacking Bible
Societies and representing the circulation of the Scriptures as "a crafty device, by
which the very foundations of religion are undermined; a pestilence which must
be remedied and abolished; a defilement of the faith, eminently dangerous to
souls; impious machinations of innovators; wickedness of a nefarious scheme;
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snares prepared for men's everlasting ruin; a new species of tares, which an
adversary has abundantly sown . . .", and much more, adding, that,,the Bible
printed by heretics (Protestants) is to be numbered among other prohibited
books"! Not much brotherly love there! Bearing in mind Rome's motto, semper
Eadem - Always the Same - the need for prayer is apparent. A catholic Bible
Society had been established in 1813 but it was abolished by the pope soon after,
in 1816, because too many people (in Rome's opinion) were reading the word and
leaving the Roman catholic church. The same thing has been noticed by
missionaries and others. For example, the late Frederick c. Glass, a Bible
colporteur in Brazil in the 1930s, wrote of souls being blessed by the Word of God
and added: "So real is this influence felt among all classes that the Church of
Rome has been compelled of late to publish several editions of the Gospels with
the usual copious notes and explanations, though the results have generally been
so unfavourable to her pretensions that these editions have been strictly limited,
and sometimes cancelled altogether" (Through Brazilian Junglelands with the
Book, page263).

In 1911 the late King George v, at the Tercentenary of the issue of the
Authorised version, said: "During three hundred years, the multiplying millions
of the English-speaking races, spreading ever more widely over the globe, have
turned in their need to the grand simplicity of the Authorised version, and have
drawn upon its inexhaustible springs of wisdom, courage and joy. It is my
confident hope that my subjects may never cease to cherish their noble
inheritance, the most valuable thing this world affords."

It is also significant that when the Dictator Franco (A Roman catholic, like
the other dictators Hitler and Mussolini) overthrew the elected Government of
spain and captured Madrid in 1940, one of the first things he did was to
destroy the entire stock of Bibles belonging to the BFBS. The Roman catholic
Church has not changed essentially, although since Vatican II it does allow its
people to read the Bible - provided it is a version with priestly notes explaining
away some vital parts!

Later in the 1950s, Queen Elizabeth sent a message to a great gathering
commemorating the 400th anniversary of the establishment of the Reformation in
Scotland and referred to the Reformation "liberating the Bible among the people".
The excellence of the Bible needs no stressing to our readers who will be aware
of the great blessing it has been to our nation as well as to countless individuals.
Through the influence of the godly behind the Bible Societies, the word of
God has been spread throughout the globe to the benefit of mankind as the
Bible and English common Law were established throughout the Empire and
Commonwealth and beyond.

ln 1994 we remembered the 500th anniversary of the birth of William Tyndale,
the Bible scholar and martyr, who translated so much of the Holy Scriptures into
English that the "ploughboy" might be able to read the Bible for himself and it is
particularly significant that most of the victims of the dread Inquisition were burnt
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at the stake for doing just that! Tyndale's work now lives on in the Authorised
Version of the Bible now in use in Protestant Churches. It is sad to see some
Churches and Chapels (who have seen better days) going over to a modern
version, we fear without sufficient thought, to the detriment of future generations,
if the Lord tarry.

It was reported in the Evangelical Times for November 1994 that three
Protestant Christians had been murdered in Mexico following continual
persecution by Roman Catholics. The report added: "It is said that some 30,000
Protestants and sympathetic Catholics have been forced out of the area during this
time, many of whom are living in permanent refugee communities in and around
Cristobel-de-las-Casas, the nearest city." We said then that given the will, the
pope could stop this persecution. Instead we now read that at the end of January
1999, during a visit to Mexico, the pope fulminated against Protestants and told
the million RCs packed into a dusty Mexican racetrack, "to aggressively combat"
Protestants! What had these believing people done? Taken the Bible to the
heathen and idolatrous people following the Lord's command to "Preach the
Gospel to every creature". We trust souls have been saved by the Lord so there
has been relief from the spiritual as well as the natural bondage of popery with its
false religion. This has upset the RC priests so the pope has confirmed his
anathamas! RC apologists say Rome has changed since Vatican II but this is not
true in any vital form, as the pope's Mexican visit illustrates.

How different are the words of the Lord Jesus Christ, speaking to His true
disciples: "By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one
to another" (John 13:35). Where Rome got its wicked policy of putting to death
those it called "heretics" we do not know, but it certainly was not from the Bible.
Doubtless many RCs are better than their religion and are sincere and we can but
pray that the eyes of their understanding might be opened, but it is the words of
the papal hierarchy which determine what they believe and how they act. The
hierarchy allows things which they cannot stop in Protestant countries until a
"more propitious time".

Those who have grown up since World War II assume that the friendliness of
some RCs now has always been so - but far from it. The writer remembers that
when United Services of Thanksgiving were held at the end of the last War, the
RCs walked off the platform before the Lord's Prayer was said. They have
changed things now, but for how long?

One is entitled to ask if it is the same pope speaking in Mexico that is
fratemising in the UK in the pseudo ecumenical movement so that tongues are
tied and people cannot realise what is happening? Proposals by the present
Government to abolish the House of Lords, bring the question of the Queen's
Protestant Oath into prominence and there is "kite flying" by Cardinal Winning
and others to abolish it. The first part of the Oath is often omitted in the press. The
Queen solemnly promises to maintain "to the utmost of her power the laws of God
and the true profession of the Gospel" first, and then to maintain the Protestant

J



The Gospel Magazine 199

Reformed Religion and the Church of England and then a Bible is handed to the
Sovereign with the words: "These are the lively oracles of God." It is important
to remember that it is the laws of God as contained in Holy Scripture that are the
most important and are given the first place in the Queen's Oath.

Similar persecution to that carried out by the RCs in Mexico is reported from
spain and other RC countries. Persecutions also occur in the East, where the
orthodox Church holds sway, which is almost as superstitious and priest-
ridden as the Roman church, even in 1999, as reports from Eastern Europe
indicate. The present Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. carey, has recently had talks
with the pope in Rome (only days after the latter's Mexican visit), but there seems
to be no reference to the fact that the pope's men are persecuting other Christians,
although the inflamatory fulminations of the pope in Mexico indicate it is a
serious matter which should be properly considered in the ecumenical context.
The whole situation calls for earnest prayer on the part of all believers. How
wonderful it would be if the Lord should say, "Let there be light", in darkened
hearts and homes!

we conclude with the words of the saintly hymnwriter, Anne Steele, as a prayer
for ourselves and each reader:

"O may these heavenly pages be
My ever dear delight!
And still new beauties may I see,
And still increasing light.
Divine Instructor, gracious Lord,
Be Thou for ever near:
Teach me to love Thy sacred Word,
And view my Saviour there."

The Wonderful Word of God
From the Gospel Magazine, January 1g52

MANY YEARS AGo I was favoured to read a wonderful book entitled
Adventures of the Bible in Brazil, by the Rev. Mr. Glass. And, without further
comment, I will give our readers this beautiful extract from it:

" At Gozez, the most distant point from the coast of south America, a christian
colporteur and I set to work to establish a centre among the Roman Catholics, and
at first met with fierce opposition. When 'Fepentance' was preached, the crowds
fell away, but the seed remained, and the first-fruits were six soldiers. These soonL-
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began to work in scattering tracts. They were scoffed at, stoned, and ill-treated,
but were kept faithful.

"One day they returned to tell us that, while on sentry duty at the prison, they
gave a man a tract andfound that he had a Bible and appeared to be converted. I
then recalled how, a few years before, I had visited Gozez and given tracts, and
that one man had a Bible.

"Next moming, I walked over to the prison and obtained permission from the
jailor, passed through and went along dirty, dark corridors, till I reached the cell,
insanitary and filthy, and in semi-darkness. I found about twelve men lying about
on the floor or jabbering as half-imbeciles, some striding up and down like wild
beasts. I called several times before I could get the attention and hearing of the
man I wanted, and, as he drew the inner barred window, the beautiful face lighted
up of Pedro Felix, and he grasped my hand in real pleasure and fellowship of
union in Christ. Then he took my hand in real fellowship and union in Christ, and
told me his history.

"While a youth, he had been tenorised into witnessing a murder for robbery
and the murderer, soon after, dying, Pedro was retained as an accomplice and
ordered thirty years' imprisonment!

"After fifteen years - and oh, the awful agony of them! - came into his life that
Bible! He taught himself to read and thus passed the time; and the Holy Spirit
unfolded the truths with His healing and transforming power. It was a miracle of
grace. Mr. Glass continued his visits, and held sweet fellowship, until he was
called away to the coast.

"When I bid him farewell, Mr. Glass said. his one sorrow was that he had not
been baptised. I explained that the Lord would accept the desire and understand
the impossibility. But he had heard of the soldiers' baptism, and he could not hide
his grief. I argued repentance and faith, but that did not satisfy poor Pedro.

"A few hours later one of the soldiers brought me a note from Pedro, saying
that, very shortly after I had left the prison, the head jailor had selected him and
another to carry the refuse of the prison sweepings down to the river (the Red
River). 'Meet me at 6 o'clock tomorrow morning at the river brink,' the note said,
and I made my way there, and surely found the little company and the three
soldiers in charge: held a little service and baptised dear Pedro, after which he
bade me farewell with a radiant face and turned to commence fifteen years more
of incarceration.

"He worked as a cobbler, and saved all the money to send Bibles to others. And,
several years after, when our first child was baptised dear Pedro was present with
his prison guards, and held the babe in his arms, and offered the dedicatory prayer.
Two years lateq in answer to much prayer, the President of the state forgave
Pedro the rest of his sentence, but not before he had been the means of the
conversion of many of his fellow prisoners, and he afterwards became an
honoured member of the Church at Gozez."

R.
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Wondrous Things
THOMAS HOUGHTON

(Editor of the Gospel Magazine 1916-19S1 )

"Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things
out of thy law" (Psalm 119:18)

IN THIS SECTION of this long Psalm, six different names are used to describe
the Scriptures then in the Psalmist's possession. These are, ,.thy word',, ..thy law,,,
"thy commandments", "thy judgments", "thy testimonies,', ..thy statutes',. The
Scriptures were precious to the Psalmist's heart. He was not as highly favoured as
we are in regard to them. Not even all the old Testament was then written. The
books of the inspired Word which were in his possession were much fewer than
those now in the hands of God's people. Yet how he valued the portions he had!
"o how love I thy law! It is my meditation all the day!" he excliims (verse 97).
"Thy testimonies also are my delight and my counsellors" (verse 24). The word
was precious to him. He not only read it, but thought deeply upon its teachings
and sought for grace to fashion his life according to its precepts. There were
depths in it, however, which he had not fathomed. There were heights which he
had not scaled. Hidden in its pages were wonders which he longed more fully to
perceive. Hence his prayer: " open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondious
things out of thy law" A similar prayer needs to be offered today by all students
of scripture. Both the babe in Christ and the advanced saint need to look for
divine enlightenment as they ponder the sacred word. wondrous things abound
therein, if only we have eyes to see them. of some of these let us think in our
"Wayside Notes".

I. There are the wonders of creation
Apart from the Bible, the eternal power and Godhead are seen by the things that
are made (Romans 1:20). But the Bible is the only Book which recoris the
wonders of creation. In language simple and yet profound we read: "In the
beginning God created the heaven and the earth." The origin of all created things
was declared by the Lord Himself when He descended upon Mount Sinai in fire.
God Himself spake in the hearing of His chosen people, who stood at the nether
part of the Mount, and said: "In six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them is." No human being was present to behold or to record His
mighty acts of creation, but, "through faith we understand that the worlds were
framed by the ' ord of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things
which do appear" (Hebrews ll:3). "He commanded, and they were created"
(Psalm 148:5). He it was who commanded the light to shine ouiof darkness. He
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laid the foundations of the earth. He gathered the waters unto one place, and set a
bound that they might not pass over. He made the earth to bring forth and bud,
that it might supply seed to the sower and bread to the eater. He hung up the sun
to rule the day and the moon to rule the night. He studded the heavens with stars.
He peopled the waters with fish, the air with birds, and the earth with beasts and
creeping things. He it was who "formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul".
Scientific men may speculate as to the origin of man and the origin of species, but
their theories will all pass away into oblivion. The only infallible account of the
wonders of creation is that given by God Himself in His Word. Those wonders
declare His glory, majesty, wisdom, and power, and well is it for us if, abandoning
all human theories, we look up into His face, and say: "Thou art worthy, O Lord,
to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for
thy pleasure they are and were created" (Revelation 4:ll).

"Thou First, Thou Last, Thou Cause and End
Of all that is, or e'er shall be;
To Thee, their Source, all beings tend,
All things that are exist for Thee!"

Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold the wonders of creation as set forth in
Thy Word.

2. There are the wonders of divine providence

Providence is defined as "the care and superintendence which God exercises over
His creatures". How wonderfully that care was exercised at the beginning! Before
the living creatures which people the earth were called into being, God prepared the
earth for their habitation. He made it to bring forth and to bud, and He illuminated
it with the heavenly bodies. Then, having made animals and man, He announced
that He had provided food for the needs ofevery beast ofthe earth and every fowl
of the air, as well as for man whom He had made in His own image. Subsequently,
in spite of man's sin, He declared that "while the earth remaineth, seed time and
harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not
cease" (Genesis 8:22).It is His purpose that sowing shall be followed by reaping so
long as the earth shall last. He will still make His sun to rise on the evil and on the
good, and send rain on the just and on the unjust. All our temporal mercies flow
from Him. "In Him we live and move and have our being." He giveth to all His
creatures life and breath and all things. He opens His hand and satisfies the desire
of every living thing. "O that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for
His wonderful works to the children of men." We are not by any means sufficiently
thankful to God for the bounties of His providence.

How wondrous, too, are His special providences. The case of Joseph is a
remarkable illustration. How wonderfully the Lord ovemrled the enmity of
Joseph's brethren, the trials of Joseph's life, and the awful slander of the wife of
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Potiphar for the fulfilment of Joseph's dreams, the exaltation of Joseph from the
dungeon, the preservation of multitudes from starvation, and, especially, the
preservation of Jacob and his family in time of prolonged famine. How touching
and beautiful, too, was the providence of God in arranging that the Hebrew
woman who should be called in to nurse the infant Moses should have been his
own mother. What joy that must have brought to the hearts of both mother and
child, as well as to the husband and sister. How marvellous was the providence of
God in the case of Elijah. He commanded the ravens to feed him at the brook
cherith, and subsequently He commanded a poor widow woman to sustain him.
Nothing is too hard for the Lord! He is able to do wondrous things with a handful
of meal and a little oil in a cruse. Every child of God can tell of the wondrous
things of God's providence in his own life. We ourselves can trace a long
succession of wonders to one little event in our life many years ago. A small
incident became a link in a remarkable chain of divine providences. It is well that
our eyes should behold the wonders of God's providence in His Word, and also in
our own histories.

3. There are the wonders of His judgments

These, too, are wonderful, awe-inspiring, and marvellous. The overthrow of the
world of the ungodly by the Flood, the destruction of the wicked cities of the
plain, the remarkable divine interposition at the Red sea, by which Pharaoh's host
"sank as lead in the mighty waters" - all these acts of divine judgment fill us with
awe and wonder. They reveal that there is a God that judgeth the earth. They
display His wrath against all ungodliness, and His inflexible righteousness in
dealing with sinners. They prove that "though hand join in hand, the wicked shall
not be unpunished" (Proverbs 11:21). There is such a thing as retributive justice.
As we write we are reminded of the awful condition of Russia, a result which can
only be attributed to national sin and national misgovernment. Be it remembered,
too, that tyranny, whether it be that of a monarch or those who profess to represent
the democracy, is sure to bring its own punishment in due time.

4. There are the wonders of His gruce

our God is omnipotent. He is providentially active in His own universe. He is
holy and righteous in His dealings with men and nations, but He is also "the God
of all grace". How shall we touch upon the wonders of His grace? The eternal
covenant of grace is a great wonder. Before the mountains were brought forth, or
ever the earth and the world were made, God in grace devised a plan by which He
could save the people of His choice from the merited consequences of their sins.
It is "according to his own purpose and grace given to us in christ Jesus before
the world began", that favoured sinners are now saved and called. It was grace
which revealed the existence of that Covenant in the first promise given when
man had sinned. Grace cheered the heart of Abraham by repeating that promise
after the Flood. wondrous grace set forth the fulfilment of the purposes of the
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Covenant in the types. The Ark, the Smitten Rock, the Manna, the Brazen Serpent,
the Offering of Isaac and all the sacrifices, all pointed to Him who was full of
grace and truth, and through whose blood we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins according to the riches of His grace. It was a wonder that Noah, Abraham,
Moses, David, and the prophets should have been amongst the saved. It is a
wonder of grace that any sinner should be saved. All the saved are "men wondered
at". The author of the ll9th Psalm knew something of the wonders of God's
grace, but he wanted to know more, and in the ages to come God will show to him
and to all His people the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us
through Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:7).

Grace first contrived a way
To save rebellious man,
And all the steps that grace display,
Which drew the wondrous plan!"

5. There are the wonders which none can see unless their eyes are divinely opened
Natural intelligence may grasp and behold the wonders which may be stated in
works of merely human authorship, but the wondrous things of the divinely-
inspired volume can only be seen by those whose eyes God has opened. "The
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they'are foolishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned"
(1 corinthians2:r4). Many in these days praise up human discernment, human
wisdom, and human ability, but the word of God reveals man as one who is dead
in sin. In this condition he is therefore destitute of all spiritual discernment. He is
blinded by the god of this world. His understanding is darkened. To open men's
eyes and to turn them from darkness to light is a divine work. "No man knoweth
the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and He
to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him " (Matthew ll'27).

Peter was blessed, because the Father had revealed to him the Messiahship and
deity of the son of man (Matthew l6:15-17). Blessedness came to paul when it
pleased God to reveal His Son in him (Galatians l:15-16).

Lydia was blessed when the Lord opened her heart (Acts 16:14).We, too, will
only perceive spiritual truth in proportion as the Lord Himself opens our
understandings that we may understand the Scriptures (Luke 24:32,45).

As we cannot see the sun without sunlight, so we cannot behold the wondrous
things of God's word without enlightenment from Him who is light and in whom
is no darkness at all. What meekness and humbleness of mind, and teachableness
are needed, if we are to see the beauties of God's precious word! The eyes of our
understanding need to be divinely opened if we are to behold the wonders
revealed in the sacred volume. Let us pause, dear reader, every time we open its
pages, and reverently and humbly pray: "Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of thy law."
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'Unfold, O Lord, to us unfold
The wonders of the sacred page;
The things by prophets sung of old,
And handed down from age to age;
The things that Jesus said and did,
And all that from the world lies hid.

"The child-like spirit, Lord, impart,
That with implicit faith receives
The living word, and in the heart
Deposits that which it believes,
There, Lord, to work Thy sovereign will,
And all Thy pleasure to fulfil!"
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The Memory of God

t
Thomas Kelly

DUDLEY J. BRADSHAW (Brooke, Norwich)

"But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and m), Lord hath forgotten me.
can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on

the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.
Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are

continually before me" (lsaiah 49:14-16)

THIS vERsE is set in the middle of a wonderful chapter, telling of the coming of
the Lord Jesus christ, and of the glories of His saving work going out intolhe
world. He was to be a light to the Gentiles and was to bring God's wondrous
salvation to the ends of the earth. The chapter glories in the fulness of God's work
in loving, redeeming and saving men and women all over the world, and bringing
them in triumph to Himself. It calls upon the very heavens to sing, and the eirt[
to be joyful because of what He will do for His people.

Yet in the midst of all this joyful prophecy we find the Lord's people, because
of their present circumstances, saying, "The Lord hath forsaken me". And God's
wonderful reply comes to them, saying in effect, "It is totally impossible. r cannot
forget you". Let us open up this text and hear its message to usioday.

In the first place, notice that God has a people. They are called "lion" in this
passage. Now Scripture is always a great divider, and it divides all people into two
categories - those who are numbered amongst God's people, and those who are
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not. There is no "middle class". The promises of God are not for all people
indiscriminately - they are for Flis people. My dear friends, we have to stop at
the very outset and grasp and ponder this very solemn fact. Enormous harm has
been done, and is being done, by carelessly applying the promises of God to
all and sundry.

God had a special love and care for Israel of old - they were His own particular
treasure - the subject of His particular choice. It is solemnly true that there were
multitudes of people who were not God's people in this sense at all. The
Amalekites, the Hittites, the Midianites had never been God's people, and in
Isaiah's days, the Assyrians and Babylonians, among others, were never reckoned
amongst the people of God. God knew all about them - He raised them up,
controlled them, and used them, but they did not belong to Him in the intimate
sense in which Israel belonged to Him. Profound and awesome though it may be,
these other nations were out of the secret. God was not giving the words of our
text to them, but to Zion alone.

All men had sinned themselves away from God - they did not want Him, would
not have Him, despised and ignored Him, and so placed themselves, by their own
sin, under His righteous wrath and condemnation. And in the Letter to the
Romans, Paul describes their position. Since they, by their own choice, did not
like to retain God in their minds, He "gave them over" to have their own way, and
left them to do what they wanted.

But with Israel - or Zion in our text - it was different. They were no better than
others and no more deserving. But in the exercise of His free and sovereign grace,
God called them out from the fallen race of mankind to be a people for His praise
and glory. He separated them to, and for, Himself. They became, by grace, the people
of God. He led them, redeemed them, and made them in a unique sense His own.

Now it is so today. God has today a spiritual Israel, or Zion, drawn from every
nation under heaven. And they are today a people whom God has called out to
Himself. Like Israel of old, they are no better than others. They have sinned
themselves out of God's favour and placed themselves under His just wrath and
condemnation. They are by nature members of a lost, ruined and fallen human
race. But God, in the exercise of His free and sovereign grace, has called out each
one, personally and individually, to be His own. Though in the world, they are not
o/the world. This world is not their home. They belong to God. They have been
redeemed from slavery to sin and the curse of God's broken law. They worship
Him and seek to do His will.

We have to say with all solemnity that all others do not belong to the people of
God. And today, just as in Isaiah's day, God's Word divides all men into only two
kinds - those who are God's people and those who are not. Let me ask you very
plainly, "In which category do you personally come?".

But what characterises God's people, and how may we know whether or not we
belong to them? Well, at the very centre of Israel's religion of old stood the
shedding of sacrificial blood. The forgiveness of sin and peace with God through
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the sacrifice of animals in God's own appointed way. I cannot stop to explain this
in detail today, but the innocent lamb took the place of the guilty sinner. sin was
symbolically laid on the head of the animal, which was then slain in the place of
the sinner - the death of the substitute allowed the sinner to go pardoned and free.

And this, of course, was a foreshadowing - a picture - of what is central in the
life of every one of God's true people today. The cross of our Lord Jesus christ
- the shedding of His precious blood for sinners - is the very heart of Christianity.
He took their place, bore their sin, and suffered in their place. They have come to
see themselves as lost and ruined before God, and that their only hope of being
right with God lies in the substitutionary death of Christ on calvary's cross. And
they have come to Him, seeking His mercy and gracious pardon, not on the
grounds of anything they can do to put things right, but on the grounds that God
has graciously promised total pardon and free justification to all who look to Jesus
only, for the cleansing which His blood alone can give.

In the life of every one of God's true people today - His spiritual Zion - the
cross of Jesus is central. His atoning blood is their only hope, and the very heart
of their whole spiritual life. Is it central in your life? Is it the only ground of your
hope? If, by the-grace of God, you .un *r*". "yes" to these qulJions, then you
really do belong to the people of God. But if your answer, in all honesty, is "No",
then I have to tell you clearly that you are not numbered amongst them, and the
greatest need of your life is to cry to God for His mercy.

"How stands the case, my soul, with thee?
For heaven are thy credentials clear?
Is Jesus Christ thy only plea?
Is He thy great forerunner there?"

Yes! God has a people today. what a tremendous mercy if we are amongst them.
But the people of God sometimes say - as in our text - "The Lord hath forsaken

me, and my Lord hath forgotten me." The christian's pathway is a very wonderful
one, and it brings joy and rejoicing beyond the telling. Let there be no mistake
about that! But the Christian life also brings problems ind inward griefs to which
the world is a stranger. Let there be no doubt about that either! Tliere are battles
to be fought in the inmost soul, sins to be overcome, disappointments, strange
providences - so many things we cannot understand and which baffle, 

"onfui"and upset us. "Through much tribulation we must enter the kingdom.,' The
hymnwriter was quite right to say:

"God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform.
He plants His footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm."

In no way do I want to present an unbalanced view of the Christian life - the
joys of it are sometimes unspeakable, and full of glory. But it is a simple fact that
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most, if not all, of God's people in every age come sometimes to this point in their
experience - where they cry out in bitterness of soul, "The Lord hath forsaken
me". Some of God's people come here more often than others, but few, if any,
escape this painful trial altogether.

Now this feeling of being forsaken by the Lord may happen for a great variety
of reasons, and I obviously cannot go into them all. At a time of bereavement, or
severe or crippling illness, God's people may ask, "Why is He doing this to me?".
'Things happen to us in our jobs - problems arise in our family or Church, difficult
circumstances where two and two just do not seem to make four, and prayer does
not seem to make any difference. Indeed, I believe that the two things which
above all give rise to this painful experience are the problem of apparently
unanswered prayer, and the problem of the apparent hiding of God's face from us.

There are sometimes things for which we pray so eamestly - and perhaps for
years on end, yet there seems no answer. Well indeed did the hymnwriter put it:
"Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer." And there are seasons in our
personal spiritual lives when somehow we do not seem able to get close to the
Lord in prayer and communion. We read His Word but it yields no comfort or joy.
We beg Him to draw near and touch our spirits, but He does not seem to do so.
We meet for worship with His people, but the preacher never seems to touch our
particular need or meet with our individual case. Spiritual appetite droops, and
even the desire for holy things burns low. All is cold and formal, dark and dead,
and we long for a sense of His presence to cheer us on our way - but it does not
come. Prayer dries up and praise becomes empty formality.

Sometimes this is due to sin in our lives - known sin allowed to continue will
always lead to the hiding of God's face. But often it is not due to that at all. Job
of old was living a most godly and careful life, but he was so tried and battered
by circumstances that he began to accuse God of being unfair and harsh to him.
"God does not care," he says in effect - "He has forsaken me." And sometimes
when we are trying sincerely to do His will and walk in His ways, it seems as if
He hides His face and turns away from us.

I do not want to be more specific than this, but if you are one of God's true
people, you have probably trodden this path. We do not stand up and say boldly
and aloud, "The Lord has forsaken me" - no Christian would do that. But
inwardly we feel it, even though we put on a bright smile, and nobody but
ourselves knows the weariness and heaviness within.

Is there someone here like that this morning? You cannot understand what is
happening to you in your spiritual life, or why it is happening, and inwardly you
are feeling, "The Lord hath forsaken me". If so, there are two things I want to say
to you personally from God's Word.

Firstly, this statement is a feeling - it is not a fact.I ask you to take particular
notice of that. Your statement, or your experience, whatever you like to call it, is
only afeeling. And your feelings can, and often do, lie to you! They are unreliable,
and often misleading.

I
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The second thing is this - this statement, "The Lord hath forsaken me", is
totally untrue - whatever your feelings may be. God has not forsaken you, and
indeed He cannot forsake you. Your/eelings may be saying that He has iorsaken
you, but the fact is that He has not done any such thing - and never will.

Now see the truth - the real facts, in God's u uring answer in our text. He
answers your feelings with a statement of facts, and He calls upon you this
moming to believe the facts in spite of your feelings. Let us see how He does so.

Before stating the objective facts, God asks a very significant question. "can a
mother," He says, "forsake her sucking child?" This little Hebrew word - ur- - is
very beautiful and many modern translations have toned down its impact. It
means a child actually sucking at the breast of its mother.

This question from God was asked long before our present age of battered
babies, child abuse, unlawful and adulterous sex, and one-parent fimilies. It was
said in an age when to have and rear a child was agreeably the highest pinnacle
of a woman's ambition, and not to have a child was an awful grief - ilmost a
disgrace. And it was almost universal for a mother to cherishier child at all
costs. And still today, despite our moral wickedness and decline, there is
something unspeakably wonderful in the love, tenderness, pity and compassion of
a loving mother as she breast-feeds a little mite of a baby. Something in the very
helplessness of it calls forth the mother's whole being. we are told of the
prostitute mother in the days of King Solomon that "her bowels yearned upon her
son" (1 Kings 3:26).

child of God - do you realise that, as a matter of objective fact, God is looking
at you like that now? All that unfathomable mystery and tenderness, lovel
pity, and compassion, is in the eyes and the heart of God Himself as He looks
down at you, now - cradled in His everlasting arms. Never mind what you are
feeling! This is the objective fact. will you take that home with you, and rest in
believing faith upon it? "Ah," says God, "even they may forgei, yet will I not
forget thee!"

But something even more wonderful follows. "Behold, I have graven thee on
the palms of my hands." Now this may sound a little absurd, but have you ever
tied-a piece of string round your finger or written something in ballpoint pen on
the back of your hand, to help you to remember? I confess ihaue - many times!
Perhaps a telephone number. Perhaps the single word, "posr" - to make iure that
you don't forget to post that important letter!

Yet this is the kind of illustration the Lord Himself uses here. ..Look!" He says,
"I hav_e engraved you on my hands." It is impossible for Him to forget or forsake
you. See how He has done much more than write. "I have gir"n thee" -
engraved - cut into - the palms of His hands. What is engraved cannot be washed
out or rubbed off or in any way eradicated. We have the practice of tattooing,
which lasts for life. "Graven" is far more perrnanent. And is long as the eternil
God Himself lives, you are there, engraved on the palms of Hii almighty and
loving hands. As Toplady says in his well known hymn:
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"My name from the palms of His hands
Eternitv will not erase.
Engraved on His heart it remains
In marks of indelible grace."

See, too, where you are engraved - the palms of His hands. The hands are the
"doing" part of us. With them we express so much of our feelings - we write, we
caress, we mould, we make, we build, we soothe, we heal or help. If there is
anything engraved on our palms, then whatever we do it is there with us - a
constant and unforgettable reminder. So with God - whatever He does His people
are there with Him and remembered by Him in this perpetual reminder. Christian
believer, you are there - always.

And it is not merely your name which is engraved there, as Toplady's hymn
suggests - it is you - all of you - your body, your mind, your spirit, your whole
personality - engraved there for ever. And not on the back of His hand - the
exposed part - but on the palm - the place of protection. And there you are -
protected and eternally secure in that divine hand which can, and does, close
around you in the intimacy and protection of eternal love.

I cannot stay on this occasion to open up the latter parts of the text - "Thy walls
are continually before me." This, of course, refers to the true Church of God in
every age - always in the mind and before the eyes of God. Since it is largely to
the individual that I have spoken today - though all I have said applies to the
Church as a body - I must leave the subject for the present.

Child of God, rise above your feelings and rest in the facts. Zion said, "The
Lord hath forsaken me". But God replies: "Can a woman forget her sucking child,
that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may
forget, yet will I not forget thee-. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms'of my
hands; thy walls are continually before me."

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE
"Here is a magazine, very old in date and very plain in its doctrine. The burden of its pages
is, or at least is intended to be, "Comfbrt ye, comfort ye, my people, saith your God". It
embraces, and that most cordially, all who love our Lord Jesus christ in sincerity -
whether Churchmen or Dissenters, Baptists or Independents. As it makes its circuit
through cities, towns and villages, it goes in quest of sinners. Hart says:

'A sinner is a sacred thing,
The Holy Ghost hath made him so.'

"Meeting with these, its delight is to hold up the Lord Jesus chrisr, the efficacy of His
blood - the completeness of His righteousness - the boundless grace, the matchless love,
unparalleled willingness of heart to receive all those whom He hath thus "made willing in
the day of his power" (Psalm I l0:3)."

D. A. Doudney in his Editor's Address, December 1847
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ttA More Sure Wordtt
E J .  HARRIS (Che l tenham)

"We have also a more sure word of prophecy" (2 Peter I: 19)

WHEN PETER SPEAKS of a more sure word of prophecy he is referring to the
old Testament scriptures which are confirmed (made more sure) by the truths
revealed in the New Testament.

I want to look at some portions of the old restament which have often been
ridiculed by critics and ungodly men and note how those portions are confirmed
by the words of the Lord Jesus christ and His apostles in the New Testament.

But first let us remember what a blessed truth it is that our God is a God who
reveals Himself. Did He not do so, we could never know Him. when Job asked,
"can man by searching find out God?" the answer implied is "No". But God has
revealed Himself both in a general and in a special sense. God's general revelation
is seen primarily in creation. But this is not sufficient to bring anyone to salvation
for, though creation shows something of the power, wisdom and goodness of God,
it tells nothing of the way of salvation through Jesus christ. For that we are
dependent upon special revelation.

God's special revelation is that which the Scriptures bring to us, both in relating
truths about God and recording His mighty works and also in interpreting the facts
revealed. This revelation is a revelation of redemption and unfolds God's great
eternal plan for the salvation of sinners and the way in which that plan is achieved.
11 is a progressive revelation, unfolding with increasing fulness throughout the
old restament, as in types, promises and prophecies the coming saviour is ever
more clearly set forth. The revelation is completed in the New Testament which
also sheds wonderful light on many old Testament passages as it records the
incarnation and saving work of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Gospels. tells of the
growth of the Church in the Acts of the Apostles, and reveals the significance of
christ's mighty work in the Epistles. The whole is brought to a viitorious and
thrilling conclusion by the book of Revelation.

This progressive revelation is summed up in the well-known couplet:

The New is in the Old concealed;
The Old is in the New revealed.

I would like to suggest another couplet -

The truth is in the Old affirmed;
The same truth by the New confirmed.

And this brings me to the main theme of this brief article - the wonderful way
in which the New Testament confirms all those Old Testament occurrences which
have so often been held up to ridicule.
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1. Consider the Genesis account of the creation of the universe and of Adam
and Eve. "Ah," say the critics, "those opening chapters of Genesis are not to be
understood literally." What does the New Testament say? "Through faith we
understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which
are seen were not made of things which do appear" (Hebrews 11:3). What did
our Lord say concerning Adam and Eve? "And he answered and said unto
them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them
male and female" (Matthew 19:4). Similarly, the Apostle Paul wrote: "And so it
is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made
a quickening spirit" (l Corinthians 15:45). "ForAdam was first formed, then Eve"
(l Timothy 2:13).

2. What about the Fall and the Flood? Conceming the Fall the Apostle Paul
wrote: "But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his
subtilty, so your minds should be comrpted from the simplicity that is in
Christ" (2 Corinthians l1:3). "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin;.and so death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned" (Romans 5:12).

concerning the Flood our Lord said: "For as in the days that were before the
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the
day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and
took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of rhan be" (Matthew
24:38-39). We also read: "By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen
as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house . . . " (Hebrews
11:7), and God "spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a
preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly"
(2Peter 2:5).

3. The judgment of Lot's wife and the destruction of sodom and Gomorrah are
likewise confirmed by the words of our Lord and the Apostle Peter. "Remember
Lot's wife," said Jesus (Luke l7:32). And Peter wrote: "And tuming the cities of
sodom and Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making
them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly" (2peter 2:6).

4. The miraculous crossing of the Red Sea and the fall of the walls of Jericho
are similarly confirmed in the great chapter that records some of the triumphs
of faith of the old restament worthies: "By faith they passed through the Red
sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned. By faith
the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days"
(Hebrews Il:29-30).

5. what about Balaam's ass that spoke and Jonah being swallowed by the great
fish? Perhaps it is on these two events that the greatest scorn has been heaped. But
again we find the Lord Jesus and the Apostle Peter confirming those events.
speaking of His own resurrection Jesus said: "For as Jonas was three days and
three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth" (Matthew 12:40). And Peter, writing of Balaam's
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folly: 'tsut was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice
forbad the madness of the prophet" (2Peter 2:16).

Now I hasten to add that we do not need confirmation of the Old Testament by
the New before we can be sure of its accuracy, for "All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness" (2 Timothy 3:16). But it may well be helpful, if
someone challenges the historical nature of these Old Testament incidents and
perhaps refers to them as "Jewish legends", to point out these New Testament
confirmations. Of course, we must not expect unbelievers to be convinced by
evidences and arguments for it is the Holy Spirit alone who gives understanding.
But if we have pointed out these things, then the ignorance of unbelievers is a
wilful ignorance which renders them without excuse.

May God increase our knowledge of the scripfures and make us skilful in
wielding the Sword of the Spirit.

Book Reviews

lhe l4rd of Glory . . . crucified. Meditations on the passion of christ.
fim Shenton. Grace Publications. pp. L9l. g7.gS.
How can we explain the last moments of our Lord before He gave His life a
ransom for many? The task is beyond us and the author of this moving account
acknowledges the fact throughout this book. From carrying the crosi, via the
crucifixion and the scorn of the "passers by", we are reminded of the cost of our
salvation. It is good to see a minimum of quotations from other writers as the
author, in his own words, tries to bring out the passion and beauty of the greatest
event in human history. The book ends with the sealing of the tomL, but Christians
know this was the beginning, not the end, and we can say the closing words, ,,o
death, where is thy sting? o grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin;
and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, whicl giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." p.S.K.

Breakfast on the Beach, Peter Thumper. Evangericar press. pp. 304. g9.95.

Peter Trumper's latest book is complementary to his previous book on the Eve of
the Atonement. Every page of this delightful manuscript is based on Scripturg
giving a very clear exposition of some of the great teneti of the evangelical faith.

The book is divided into twelve easy-to-read, yet mind-stretching and soul-
searching chapters. The first chapter deals with the living Christ appearing to Saul
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of Tarsus on the Damascus road and the last section covers the appearance of the
risen, glorified Christ to the Apostle John on the Isle of Patmos. Throughout, the
reader is transported into the very situations that are portrayed before him.

Any believer who is spiritually hungry should read this book together with the
Bible to hand. He will find himself in God's banqueting house. I most
enthusiastically recommend this book. p.H.

On the Way for 3-9s. Edited by David Jackman. Christian Focus
Publications.

On the lVcy works on a three-year syllabus. It covers the main Bible stories from
Genesis to the Acts of the Apostles.

Each year the birth of Jesus is taught at Christmas, and the death and
resurrection of Jesus at Easter. In between, the syllabus covers aspects of Jesus'
life and teaching, and after Easter there is a short series on the early Church. The
rest of the year is spent looking at Old Testament stories.

Every lesson has Bible study notes to help the teacher, suggestions for visual
aids and an activity for the children to take home. One activity is suitable for the
3-5 age group, one for 5-7s and one for 7-9s. The material is reproducible (for
class use only).

The Door is Open. Asahel Nettleton. Evangelical Press. pp. 40. fi1.75.

one of the Living classics for Tbday series is bound up intimately with the
necessity of the new birth. Each of the three serrnons by the great American
preacher, and used greatly in the evangelical revival of the 18th century, was
blessed by God to bring thousands to Christ.

The series consultant is Michael Haykin, Professor of church History Heritage
Baptist College and Theological Seminary, Cambridge, Ontario, USA. 

J.C.

The Bruised Reed. Richard Sibbes. The Banner of Ttuth TFust. pp. 128.
fi2.50.

Bible quotations are from the AV. sibbes' complete seven-volume works have
been available from Banner for some years. This update is an inexpensive,
simplified and modernised extract from the first of these, and seerns to be an
attempt to gain a hearing in this age of immediacy and non-reason. If the Puritans
remain unread for these reasons, then perhaps this book will bridge the chasm
between them and modern christians. The problem might, however, lie deeper.

Sibbe's host of admirers includes some of the most able ministers of each
generation. The reason is not far to seek: he both understands us, and the remedy
we need. We are bruised reeds, smoky lights, and we know it. Discouragement
gives us leaden legs in the christian race. secretly we hold a very low opinion of
our own selves and our attainments in the Lord, and feeling the impossibility of

D.C.
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achieving, we lose hope. He shows us in the gentlest way, christ's healing,
restorative power. He opens the door of hope again, and that not by lowering
God's holy standards.

sibbe's acute, biblically well filled mind had a cambridge training in logic,
that weapon of weapons in any ministry. oh that aspiring preachers would take
no notice of the plethora of latest books attacking logical expository preaching,
and grasp how to wield simple, gentle logic, that compeiling tool of the Hofu
spirit! Here is demonstrated that reason is not a cold, unloving emptier of pewi,
a weight our Churches can no longer bear, but rather just what meets human need
at its deepest.

"sibbes [and others] - whose fame upon this very account, of the eminent and
effectual breathing of a spirit of holiness in their writings, has gone out into all
nations about us, and their remembrance is blessed at home and ibroad . . . ", was
the opinion of John owen. Izaac walton wrote: "of this blest man, let this just
praise be given: heaven was in him before he was in heaven." 

E.M.

\9mgns. Exposition of chapter 11. To God's Gtory. Martyn Ltoyd-Jones.
The Banner of Thuth Thust. pp. 290. fl4.9i.
This volume will take no introducing, as thousands around the world have been
blessed through the Banner of Truth's publication of the Doctor's sermon series
on Romans. In chapter 1l Dr. Lloyd-Jones expounds a chapter which in places
has been open to different interpretations by Bible-believing Christians - 

"u"namongst those of the Reformed position theologically. As many readers will
know, the centre of controversy has often been who is m"ant by ..Israel"
throughoutthe chapter, and then especially in verses 25 and26, "blindness in part
is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel
shall be saved." It is well known that the Doctor, though Amillennial, stood in the
position that Iain Murray later took in his excellent puritan Hope. Namely, that
there is coming a glorious day when there will be a great turning to the Messiah
amongst the Jewish people, and that event will be "life from the dead" for the
Gentiles also, heralding a world-wide revival the like of which we have not seen.
The Doctor took comfort in the many great Puritans who had this eschatological
view. The position of the Puritans is explained in detail in Iain Murray's b-ook,
also published by Banner, and we would heartily recommend it to any reader for
a clear analysis of this position and its historical development.

It needs to be said that the Doctor was not controversial himself in the wav he
handled prophecy! He is indeed exemplary in the reverence and humility he
approaches the whole chapter! The prophetic passages themselves are app.oached
with a special wisdom. In dealing with verses 28 to 32, for example, he discourses
on a fascinating quote from Charles Hodge, that "prophecy ls not proleptic
history". He explains: "Prophecy is not designed to give uJ ttre knowledge of the
future which history gives us of the past." He shows that it is only in retrospect
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that prophecy can be fully appreciated in all its details. He quotes Hodge further:
"Great events are foretold but the mode of their occurrence, their details and their
consequences can only be learned by the event." I found this section most helpful
and illuminating.

It would take up far more column space than this review to analyse the
strengths and weaknesses of different eschatological positions taken on Romans
chapter 11 by great preachers and commentators, and the present reviewer would
certainly consider himself unqualified for such a task! However, here is heart-
warming, stining expository preaching, majestic in quality, radiant in its clear
theology, painstaking in its careful analysis and exposition, and preached with the
loving heart of a true pastor. How we need such preaching today! There is r^ruch
here to deeply challenge both the thinking and lives of all Christian readers, and
great lessons to teach all those called to preach, especially younger preachers. The
exposition then of this sublime chapter deals with far more than prophetic
controversy, and ends with the great preacher clearly moved to the depths of his
being as he expounds Paul's glorious doxology in verses 33 to 36. whatever your
eschatological position, go out and buy this book! p.A.

Pln:aie'obtain ary. books nviiied,'or afuatised froi yiitr beal'chriili4 iAwhni;tw;*e ,iiritfriaid
not in a ioisition to supplv vour reoui.

FR@Nfl T[iltr EtrGRtrTAR\7Og DtrgB3
As I explained in the last issue, the response to Dr. samuel's book, A Mimor to the
yatigd has been.very encouraging, such rhat no copies now remain in stock. There
has been further interest since, but to date not enough to justify a reprint. please let
me know if you wish to send a copy to a friend so that *e can'reconiider printing a
Cmall additional number.

Thank lou to all friends who send girts ana amouno in 
"*""r1" 

or the nominal
subscription. Details on subscrintions and mailing are shown opposite November
subiiriptions are now due.

church and chapet Groups are long established on our mailing list, both at home
and abroad, and we would encourage readers to promote this and so extend the
ministry. You may wish to consider giving the magizine as a gift to a friend. , ,,,

lhegue1.1rul 
Postal orders musr be made payable Lo The Gospel Magazine or the

Bank wil l not accept them.

All Paymiits should be sent to The
La,ne, Stanforil, Biggleswade, Beds.,
GosMag@aolcom
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. SAFETY IN CHRIST o

Immortal honours rest on Jesus'head:
My God, my Portion, and my living Bread;
In Him I live, upon Him cast my care;
He saves from death, destruction and despair.

He is my Refuge in each deep distress;
The Lord my strength and glorious righteousness;
Through floods and flames He leads me safely on,
And daily makes His sovereign goodness known.

My every need He richly will supply;
Nor will His mercy ever let me die;
In Him there dwells a treasure all divine:
And matchless grace has made that treasure mine.

O that my soul could love and praise Him more,
His beauties trace, His majesty adore;
Live near His heart, upon His bosom lean,
Obey His voice and all His will esteem.

William Gadshv

NEW FOREST
THREE BEDROOMED SEMI-DETACHED HOUSE

with large garden has become available in idyllic setting

We look for suitable Christian tenants willing to support the work and
witness of Cross Lanes Chapel (Evangelical and Reformed)

For further information please contact
Gary Jerrard on 01425 476076

BOOKS FOR CITRISTNIAS
My HTtART lN Hls Hlxos (Ann Judson of Burma) by Sharon James f,6.95

panly from her journal and leners - rcveals a remarkable woman of God - very challenging
ONI-v rHD llDst'Wil-r- Do (Eddie Stobart) by Noel Davidson f,6.99

founder of Britain's major rranspon haulage firm - fascinating story, grippingly told
MoRNTN(; AND EVDNTNG (slim gift edition) by C. H. Spurgeon, was f,12,99 now f,10.99

wHy Y2K? WHAT rs'r'uo Mil-l,l:r,,||trurr Rr:ar.r,v Anour? by John Blanchard, was f2.95 now t1.95
gives clear and straightforuard answers - also suitable to give to non Christians

\ryrr-r,tAM Gnrnasnlw (x'HAw()R't.H by Faith Cook, hardback was f18.95 now f,14.95
comprehensive new biography of this remarkable l8th century pastor and evangelist

. postage extm . send for latest list of Special Oft'ers .
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