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BELIEF IN HELL has done very great good. Amongst the reasons we preach the
Gospel it comes second only to our love for our Lord. Vast numbers worldwide
have believed and fled from the wrath to come. In Romans 1 Paul puts as his
second reason for being so proud of the Gospel, "For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven". Carey went to India to save men from hell. The first faltering of the
missionary effort came after Livingstone and others publicly questioned if good
unbelievers would not be in heaven?

Suicide is viewed as exchanging a hell of pain for oblivion in the grave. How
terribly such will be undeceived. Fear of God's wrath is the reason past
generations have stopped short of today's excesses. "The fear of the Lord is
clean." Ours makes "a mock at sin", but God sees an immensity of evil and
rebellion in it.

Pulpit silences tolerated speak louder than words. Inwardly some say, "How
could a God of love torment eternally?". They have not understood God's
holiness, whose response to one sin in Adam is seen in age-long world ruin.
Others argue, "There is no conscious eternal punishment, God annihilates". Some
say, after a time of suffering the wicked cease existence. What! God punish twice
over? Others, that "the souls of the wicked have no existence beyond the grave,
God either removing or not adding eternal life to them". Hitler thus got off scott
free? Tell that in Belsen!

Blessed are those who do not deny plain Bible teaching, but mourn the fate of
the lost and warn of the need of the Hiding Place, Christ Jesus, in the Judgment
Day. They alone truly honour Calvary's agony.
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The Matchless Love of God
M. HANDFORD

"But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8)

THIS VERSE speaks of the greatness and the wonder of God's love to man. He
has proved His love by the cross of Christ, and so the cross reveals God as one of
infinite compassion, mercy and love. Of course, there are many things which
seem to challenge the statement that God is love. There are happenings in life
which sometimes seem to suggest that God does not care, but the cross is the final
proof of God's love and His character. Just look at that word "commendeth".
"God commendeth his love." This is a very strong word in the original. It really
means "to prove", "to establish", "to place beyond challenge or dispute". So, in
fact, what Paul is sa)"ing is this, that God establishes His love. He makes men
absolutely certain of it in the cross. God commends, God establishes His love.

1. THINGS THAT CAN NEVER PROVE GOD'S LOVE TO US

Now there are certain attributes of God which do not call for any special proof 
no-one needs to ask for special proof of the fact that God is all-powerful. We do
not need any special proof that God is all-wise and all-knowing, but the Bible
declares and points us to the cross and finds there the final proof that God is love.
"God commends his love." When you come to think of it, nature does not prove
the love of God, but there are many things in nature which suggest a Creator has
a loving heart. We live in a world of beauty, and some of us are in parts of the
country which are extremely beautiful. We get up to the pearly dawn and in the
evening sometimes we see the flaming sunset - we see the world gay with flowers
and musical with the song of birds - a world of mountains and glens where every
prospect pleases, and we have to say, "only man is vile". There are some things
in nature that are far from being attractive, some things that are very cruel. There
are cruel animals, there are loathsome reptiles, there are destructive agencies such
as tornadoes, earthquakes and plagues and, as Tennyson put it, nature is "red in
tooth and claw" and, when we have nothing but nature to look at, we might be
more doubtful as to the love of God. No, nature does not prove the love of God,
and science does not either. But by the results of scientific investigation our sense
of wonder and awe is increased, and we are humbled as we think of God in all the
wonderful things He has done, and the things He has put into this world of ours.
But when we think of the wonders of creation we take up the words of Psalm 104:
"0 Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all: the
earth is full of thy riches."
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Now science reveals not love, but law - a law that is rigid and inflexible and
cold and, maybe, stern - it does not do anything to assure us that love is at the
heart of things. We must look elsewhere than in the realm of science. So nature
does not prove it and science does not prove it. Then we can go on to say that
providence does not altogether prove it, because there are certain things in life
that are hard to understand. There are happenings which test our faith, sometimes
almost to breaking point, and do we not go along with Cowper when he speaks of
"a 'frowning providence"? There are some to whom life is one long drawn-out
physical agony. Think of Job. It was so easy for him to believe in the goodness of
God when he was the richest of all the men of the East, but it was another matter
when he was a poor, loathsome creature, smitten with boils. His wife's faith gave
way completely, and all she could say to Job in the agony of his soul was this:
"Renounce God, renounce Him to His face. Curse God and die and have done
with it." People sometimes say to me as a minister, "If God is a God of love why
does He allow this to happen?". And we have to be honest and say, "We do not
know", except we believe that He is working everything after the counsel of His
own will.

So, you see, we have to look beyond nature, beyond science and beyond
providence if we are to see the love of God.

2. THE CROSS ALONE PROVES GOD'S LOVE TO US

So we now come to the text. It is proved by the cross of Christ. What is it that
gives us the assurance that God is love, that love watches over our difficult and
perilous way? Here is Paul's answer. "God," says the Apostle, "establishes His
love by the very fact that Christ died for our sins" - or, in another Pauline verse
he says, "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself'. God was in
Christ, loving, seeking, suffering and dying. "God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life." Have you thought of the pain and the sacrifice involved
with God? It cost Him everything, and He did it all in love. God establishes His
love, He proves it beyond all doubt, and in Christ we see God at work. God
undoubtedly was in Christ all through. We see God in the lowliness of the birth of
Christ, in the mercy of His healing ministry but, above all, in His atoning death
and, when Christ died, God Himself suffered. It was God's pain. It was God's
sorrow. It was God's agony. "He so loved. " In verse 7 Paul says: "For a good man
some would even dare to die" and that is the utmost that love can do. That is the
final sacrifice that love can make, the absolute proof of love. But, if Christ had
died for good men, it would have been an amazing act of love, but it was more
than that. Read the passage again and you will find that Paul says that "it was
while we were without strength, it was while we were enemies, it was while we
were sinners, that Christ died for us". This was self-chosen on the part of Christ,
and voluntary. "In the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do thy
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will, 0 my God." He did this to bring emancipation and release, to put us in
possession of eternal life. Sin was so terrible and deadly a thing that that
redemption could be purchased in no other way.

" There was no other good enough
To pay the price of sin;
He only could unlock the gate
Of heaven and let us in."

God's attitude also was one of deep concern, one of love. His love is something
which the human mind will never be able to fathom to its depths. It is a deep
reality, it passes knowledge, and so we can say:

"Oh the love that drew salvation's plan,
Oh the grace that brought it down to man."

Says our text, it was "while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us". This was
His purpose in coming into the world, not just as a moral leader or a philosopher,
or as a religious revivalist. There was something much deeper than all that in the
work and the Person of Christ. He came to die that erring souls might live. He
Himself said that He gave His life a ransom for many. Here, then, is a love without
parallel, a love which pours itself out on the unlovely, on the ungodly, or - in a
word - it was for sinners. God's love went out to those who had rebelled against
Him, and Christ's love went out to people who were hounding Him to death, for
did He not pray, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do"? What a
love was this! This is beyond human love. Here is love to the uttermost.

3. LET US EXPERIENCE THIS LOVE NOW AND FOR EVER

Then get hold of the phrase here at the end: "Christ died for us. " His death was
for our advantage and, because it is a love which stoops to the unlovely, it opens
a door of hope. No-one is beyond the reach of a love like this and, for love of us,
He made the last, the supreme and the final sacrifice. "He died for us." So then,
when we have grasped the inward and spiritual meaning, there is one thing we can
never do again and that is, doubt the love of God. Whatever happens to us,
whatever sorrow or trial may be appointed for us which we cannot explain, which
we cannot fathom, we come back again to this foundation truth, that God's love
is established once and for all in the cross. Here is a fact on which to rest. God
does not ask us to rest our faith on words only, He gives us to rest our faith on the
most tremendous fact in the history of the world - the cross of Christ.

Notice, also, this was more than a demonstration of love. The cross is the final
thrust of the battle between God and Satan for the souls of men. This was the
designed sacrifice for the sins of His people. He came into the world to save
sinners. He was given the Name Jesus, "for he shall save his people from their
sins". But, when we come to consider this so tremendous a theme, how can we
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Fred Mitchell

with the feeble instrument of the human mind and the poverty of language grasp
the mystery of the cross? Well, we can take up the words of the hymn and say:

"In the cross of Christ I glory,
Towering o'er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime."

Let me finish by drawing your attention afresh to the words we looked at at the
beginning: "God commendeth his love toward us." I want you to notice that this
is in the present tense. It is what is called "a timeless present". You see, the cross
speaks now. The cross speaks to the hearts of men today with the same tenderness
and power as it did in apostolic times, and God still cammends His love to men.
The scriptural argument for the love of God is one that can never pass away,
whatever changes may come to us. While changes may come to this world of
ours, God's love is unchanged. So unshaken and unshakeable stands the cross, it
is the one infallible proof that God is love. Remember this, the death of Christ is
both an historical fact and it is also an eternal power. The cross speaks of the
matchless love of God. In that love, then, let us trust and to it let us commit
ourselves, "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us".

Permit me to ask, "Do you believe that Christ died for your sins according to
the Scripture?". If you do, then thank God for that wonderful truth and
experience. If you cannot reply in the affirmative, humbly seek that the Lord, by
His Spirit, may make His truth a living reality to you.

So, at the communion service we gather around the Lord's Table to remember
afresh His exceeding great love toward us and, as we take the broken bread and
drink the poured out wine, we do it in remembrance of His exceeding love shown
to us on the cross where He wrought out for us eternal salvation.

Take with you the text. May it be a blessing to you. May your faith rest upon
it: "God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us". ..

Here is one of the very big verses of the Bible. May it speak in your experience
and in mine. Amen.

The Christian's journey from this world to that which is to come is taken a step at
a time. Sometimes the steps are swift, sometimes slow, and sometimes there are
necessary pauses with no steps at all. It is reassuring, therefore, to be reminded
that the Lord who planned the route in general has also arranged the steps in
particul~r, and the stops in addition. True faith rests in this fact of the loving
kindness and supervision of God and refuses to be anxious.
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

THREE GARDENS

WE HAVE HAD visitors from Australia staying with us recently and have been
showing them some of the beautiful places near our home. One lovely trip was to
Inverewe Gardens on the west coast of Scotland. These gardens are quite far north
and in a part of the country that is mountainous and rocky round about. What a
surprise to see palm trees, bamboo shoots and exotic ferns as well as the
rhododendrons and azaleas and numerous other colourful and interesting plants.

Foresight and hard work on the part of the founder of the garden and many
other people, and the climatic effect of the warm Gulf Stream on that part of the
west coast, make this garden especially attractive and unusual. Many visitors
come from all over the world to see the gardens at Inverewe. People get so much
enjoyment from walking among the plants, admiring them, smelling the perfume,
touching the bark on the trees, hearing the waterfalls and birds.

When God created Adam and Eve, he planted a wonderful garden for them to
enjoy, the Garden of Eden. There were beautiful trees, good to look at and good
for food. A river flowed through it to give the plants enough water. Adam was
given the pleasant work of looking after the garden.

In this garden God had fellowship with Adam and Eve, created in His image.
They were free to eat of all the fruit of the garden except the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. Adam and Eve sinned by disobeying God's command. This
resulted in their separation from God and their being put out of this wonderful
garden. Cherubims and a flaming sword guarded the way to the tree of life. Adam
and Eve were banished. Sin had entered the world - sin which God hates.

Sin must be punished. One of the punishments was the cursing of the ground.
Tending a garden now means hard work. Thorns and weeds and thistles cause
problems. But God is still merciful in giving food from" the ground - fruit,
vegetables and crops. God pronounced a curse on Satan who, in the form of a
serpent, tempted Adam and Eve to sin. "I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel" (Genesis 3: 15). In the middle of this curse is a message of hope.
The woman's seed is Christ who would one day defeat Satan with a fatal blow to
the head but would suffer much pain Himself in doing that.

Some of Christ's suffering occurred in another garden, the Garden of
Gethsemane where many olive trees grew. For many hours Jesus was in deep
distress and sorrow as He faced up to the coming wrath of God against sin. This
prospect caused His soul deep trouble. Jesus took the punishment on Calvary for
His people's sin. He died for the ungodly. Part of the Gospel promise made in the
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Garden of Eden was fulfilled as Christ suffered in the Garden of Gethsemane on
His way to Calvary where He fully defeated Satan.

BIBLE SEARCH

Look up the following verses to find things that we might find in a garden today.

1. The desert shall rejoice and blossom as the (Isaiah 35:1).

2. If God so clothe the which is today in the field, and tomorrow is
cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe you, 0 ye of little faith
(Luke 12:28).

3. The daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden
of , as a besieged city (Isaiah 1:8)

4. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a lamp unto my _ (Psalm
119:105).

5. Consider the of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither
do they spin (Matthew 6:28)

6. I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted in them of all
kinds of fruits (Ecclesiastes 2:5).

7. As for man, his days are as grass: as a of the field, so he
flourisheth (Psalm 103:15).

8. Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vineyard that I may have it
for a garden of (1 Kings 21:2).

---
J. C. Ryle's Significance for Today

DAVID N. SAMUEL

Part 1

"RYLE," says Marcus Loane, "marked out a path for evangelical churchmen in
days when much of the Church of England was drifting on the tides of liberalism
and Tractarianism." Therein lies J. C. Ryle's significance for us today. But such a
statement needs a great deal of unpacking, since times and circumstances have
changed very significantly, and we need to trace out the connection between the
path he marked out and where we stand today.
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The two great movements that Ryle set himself to oppose, Liberalism and
Tractarianism, must both be interpreted widely. The liberalism that Ryle resisted
shaded off into skepticism and infidelity. It was in effect all one to him in its
opposition to the Gospel. Likewise, Tractarianism could not be dissociated from
Romanism, for the one led inevitably to the other. So here we have two great,
broad movements which threatened the very existence of the Church of
England, and, in the providence of God, Ryle was the man called forth by God to
meet them, and to embody for later generations the essence of the struggle
against them.

For example, in the introduction to Principles for Churchmen Ryle stated that
the position of the Church of England was "critical". The Church was in great
danger and the nature of that danger was twofold. First, there were those who
wished to "unprotestantise" the Church of England, to get behind the Reformation,
and to reintroduce practices that "even Laud at the height of his power never
dared to enforce". If that movement were continued, "sooner or later it would be
the ruin of the established Church of England", for the object of the ritualists was
"finally to bring about reunion between the Anglican Church and the Church of
Rome". Secondly, the other thing that endangered the Church of England was "a
spirit of indifference to all doctrines and opinions in religion.... Everything,
forsooth, is true and nothing is false, everything is right and nothing is wrong,
everything is good and nothing is bad, if it approaches us under the garb and name
of religion."

"It is fashionable now," he declared, "to say that all sects are equal, that the
state should have nothing to do with religion, that all creeds should be regarded
with equal favour and respect, and that there is a substratum of common truth at
the bottom of all religions whether Buddhism, Mohammedanism or Christianity.

. . Everybody is going to be saved and nobody is going to be lost". Such people
'have a morbid dread of controversy ... and an ignorant dislike of party spirit,
md yet they cannot define what they mean by these phrases". This led to
indifferentism. "In the Church of England the call is, every man is to be allowed
to hold and teach and do what he likes.... No one is to be called to account. ...
This is one of the greatest perils of the Church of England: .. it must end in the
Church of England being broken to pieces. It looks very specious, it suits the
temper of the times. What is more likely to provide peace and stop quarrelling
than to declare the Church of England a kind of Noah's Ark, within which every
kind of opinion and creed shall dwell safe and undisturbed, and the terms of
communion shall be willingness to come inside and let your neighbour alone? I
must, however, confess my utter inability to understand how the policy could ever
be carried out without throwing overboard all Articles and creeds, without doing
away with subscription, in short, without altering the whole constitution of the
Church of England.

"If the Church of England long survived such a chaotic state of things, it would
be a miracle indeed. When there are no laws and no rules there can be no order in
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any community. When there is no creed or standard of doctrine there can be no
church, but a BabeI. ... The end of the Church of England, unless God interferes,
\vill be either Popery or infidelity."

This was the twofold danger facing the Church of England as Ryle saw it, at
the end of the nineteenth century and at the end of his long ministry. His remarks
have an astonishingly modern ring to them. Let us then consider Ryle's
understanding of the Church of England, its doctrine, ministry, establishment, and
indebtedness to the Reformation, which he set in opposition to both these views
which were gaining currency at the time, and which, he considered, alone could
vindicate her if it were faithfully and consistently maintained.

1. Doctrine

Ryle was of the opinion that the genius and character of the Church of England
had been settled by divine Providence at the Reformation. It had as a result been
given an identity which, if denied and effaced, must result in its ruin. The
character of the Church of England is defined by its doctrine, by the Thirty-Nine
Articles of Religion. In his paper, The Church's Distinctive Principles, he declares,
"The principles I am going to consider are the principles of the Reformed Church
of England, which was emancipated from Rome three hundred years ago"; and he
continued, "When I speak of the 'distinctive principles of the Church of ~ngland'
I do not mean for a moment its distinctive episcopal government, or its distinctive
liturgical mode of worship. No! the distinctive principles of the Church of
England which I have in view are those mighty doctrinal principles which have
been its strength and stay for 300 years ... once let those principles be forsaken
and repudiated, and our church will decay and die.... Now where shall we turn
in order to find out these great distinctive principles? I answer unhesitatingly, to
the Thirty-Nine Articles".

He then goes through the distinctive tenets of those Articles.
1. An unvarying reverence for Holy Scripture. It always recognises the

supremacy and sufficiency of God's Word written as the only rule of faith
and practice (Lambeth Synod 1878).

2. Its doctrinal evangelicalism, by which he means all the articles on original
sin, free-will, the need for God's grace, justification by faith, etc.

3. Its clear, outspoken testimony against the errors of Rome.
4. Its rejection of any sacerdotal or sacrificial character in the Christian

ministry.
5. Its wise, well-balanced and moderate estimate of the sacraments.
All these, Ryle considered, defined the nature and character of the Church of

England, and gave it not only a distinct identity, but also a destiny. The Thirty
Nine Articles of Religion had set an unmistakable stamp upon it. The doctrine of
the Articles are the only doctrine which are life and strength and health and peace.
"Never be ashamed of them, and be very sure that these doctrines are the religion
of the Bible and of the Church of England."
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In answer to those who pleaded the comprehensiveness of the Church of
England, he responded by saying that the Church of England is only as broad as
her Articles, and that the church which regards Deism, Socinianism, Romanism
and Protestantism with equal favour or equal indifference, is a mere Babel, a "city
of confusion" and not a church. The National Church, he acknowledges, is not a
sect. A sect can afford to be narrow and exclusive. A National Church ought to be
liberal and generous. But there must be clear limits to such comprehensiveness.
"Destroy these limits, or refuse to maintain and enforce them and our candlestick
will be removed.... The English National Church must be Protestant, and have
doctrinal 'limits' or cease to exist."

With regard to the co-operation between different schools of thought within the
church, Ryle considered that it ought to be possible for "temporal objects", e.g.
for the relief of poverty, for maintaining the union of Church and State, and
resisting infidelity. But co-operation in spiritual matters, the saving of souls, etc.,
seems to me, he said, to be impossible. "Can men from different traditions preach
in each others pulpits? An unreflecting mind may say 'Yes'. But I answer on the
contrary.... Some"have called for co-operation in foreign missions. A beautiful
thought, no doubt! But utterly chimerical and impractical. It will not work. I can
imagine no scheme more sure to fail as the scheme uniting all schools of thought
in a kind of joint-stock board to carry it on. The certain consequences would be
either helpless feebleness or a scandalous quarrelling, and the whole result would
be a disastrous breakdown of the movement."

Some will undoubtedly say that Ryle's views were simply circumscribed by the
time in which he lived. Today he would see things differently. But on the contrary,
Ryle's views arose out of the principles he held, not the time in which he lived,
and were he alive today and holding the same principles he would inevitably
come to the same conclusions. It is departure from principle rather than the
passage of time that makes some contemporary evangelicals see thing differently.
And have not events, in fact, borne out the truth of what he said, for the Church
of England, adopting the views which he condemned, has progressed from
scandalous quarrelling to helpless feebleness, just as he foretold.

The concluding words of his paper on this subject are prophetic. "Do not
underestimate the importance of unity in doctrine; 'A house divided against
itself cannot stand'. A self governing church, unchecked by the state, with
free and full synodical action, divided as much as ours is now, would most
certainly split into sections and perish". Synodical government has only been in
existence for a short time, but already there is before the Church of England the
prospect of a severe disruption. I refer of course to the impending ordination of
women bishops.

2. The Ministry of the Church
With regard to the ministry of the Church of England, Ryle states, that it is a most
wise and useful provision of God. "For the uninterrupted preaching of the Word
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and administration of the sacraments, no better plan can be devised than the
appointment of a regular order of men who shall give themselves wholly to
Christ's business." But he quickly proceeds to a warning: "Never is a land in
worse condition than when the ministers of religion have caused their office to be
ridiculed and despised. It is a tremendous word in Malachi, 'I have made you
contemptible and base before all the people according as ye have not kept my
ways' (Malachi 2:9)."

Ryle says it is important to fence the ministerial office, as the Thirty-Nine
Articles do, with cautions. The Christian minister is not a mediator, he cannot give
grace, he is not a confessor, he is not infallible, he is not a sacrificing priest. What
then is the chief work of a minister? "To preach the Word of God, this is the main
and principal task, but of course all the other duties mentioned in Scripture and
the ordinal are to be undertaken also. The minister is to be a trumpeter to awaken
to danger, to show the soldiers their duty, to recall the troops together. He stands
by the commanding officer. The proportion of Scripture should be observed in the
carrying out of his duties. The Lord's Supper is mentioned but a few times. But
about grace, faith, justification, etc., there is line upon line. The ordination service
is principally about preaching. The minister is to declare the whole counsel of
God and keep nothing back. If he does not know how to preach his work is
vitiated before it is begun."

Today preaching is fallen into desuetude, and what little there is largely lacks
the scriptural, dogmatic content that Ryle thought it required to be effective and
to fulfil its object. It was said in The Times obituary of the late Robert Runcie, that
he elevated the place of the sacraments and did not like the preaching side, which
is generally true, I suppose, of the Anglican clergy these days. Humphrey
Carpenter, his biographer, also said that he did not write his own speeches and
addresses, and that there was no acknowledgement of those who did, which
Carpenter considered was "fundamentally dishonest". What an enormous contrast
with the first Bishop of Liverpool.

3. Establishment
Disestablishment was a burning issue towards the end of the last century when
Ryle was at Liverpool. In a paper given to his diocesan conference he discussed
the pros and cons. He considered that it would not, in fact, benefit dissenters at
all, as was often imagined it might, and it would not mean either the end of the
Church of England; but it would impoverish it and lead to divisions. It would,
however, do great harm to the state. "God rules everything in the world; national
decline and prosperity are ordered by Him. If we believe this, it is absurd to say
that governments have nothing to do with religion, and that they may safely
ignore God. The government that refuses to recognise the place of religion, in
order to save itself trouble, and to avoid favouring one church more than another,
may think it is doing a very smart and politic thing. But I believe its line of
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procedure is offensive to the Most High and eminently calculated to draw down
His displeasure."

Again, reason itself points out that the moral standards of a nation's subjects is
the grand secret of its prosperity. "Gold mines, and manufactures, and scientific
discoveries, and eloquent speeches, and commercial activity, and democratic
institutions are not enough to make and keep a nation great. Tyre and Sidon, Egypt
and Carthage, Athens and Rome, Venice and Spain and Portugal, had plenty of
such possessions as these and yet fell into decay. The sinews of a nation's strength
are truthfulness, honesty, sobriety, purity, temperance, economy, diligence,
brotherly kindness, charity among its inhabitants. Let those who deny this dare 
And will any man say there is any surer way of producing these characteristics in
a people than by encouraging, and fostering, and spreading, and teaching pure
scriptural Christianity?"

4. Indebtedness to the Reformation

In his paper Lessons from English Church History, Ryle draws out the benefits
that have accrued from the Reformation. "Whatever England is among the nations
of the earth, as a Christian country, whatever political liberty we enjoy, whatever
freedom we have in religion, whatever safety for life and property there is among
us, whatever purity and happiness there is in our homes, whatever protection and
care for the poor - we owe it, in very great measure to the Protestant
Reformation." He argues that as Archbishop Laud's want of sympathy with the
Reformation and attempts to "unprotestantise" the Church of England resulted in
tragedy for the Church and nation, so Ritualism in 19th century England was a
fresh departure from the principles of the Reformation, and a movement towards
Rome, and that as such it endangered the very existence of the Church of England.
Many, said Ryle, would argue that it is not a Romanising movement, but simply
a desire to introduce more ornate ceremonial. "I have no sympathy with that
opinion at aiL" Ritualism is a Romeward movement and leads to Popery. It is
proved by the writings of the leading Ritualists of the day. "I believe that
Ritualism has done and is doing universal damage to the Church of England, and
that unless it is checked or removed, it will prove the' destruction of the
Establishment."

At the conclusion of this paper he declares: "There can be no real peace while
our Church tolerates and fosters popery. God forbid that we should ever sacrifice
truth to a love of peace. What others think I do not know. My own mind is
made up. I have come to one decided conclusion. I say, give me a really
Protestant and Evangelical Established Church or no Established Church at all.
When the Reformed Church of England renounces her Protestant principles and
goes back to popery her life and her glory will have clean departed, and she will
not be worth preserving. She will be an offence to God and not a resting place for
any true Christian."

(To BE CONTINUED)
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Growth

I trusted Christ - tne Roman Church and the Children of God cult were now
meaningless. Christ was real in the Bible, and Christianity was about a
relationship with Christ. I began to pray, read and study my Bible. I found it really
exciting. The words had new meaning. I was enlightened. I was cleansed. My
conscience was relieved. There was a beauty about the Word of God. God was
speaking to me. I loved it. When I came home from work I would read and study
the Word of God. I was a like a little child, grasping at its mother's breast for milk.
I was feeding on the Word. It had a cleansing effect. I began to read other
Christian books.

I found a book that really helped - Evidence that Demands a Verdict. I said I
better not contact Christians this time because I thought they might think I was a
fraud. Some weeks passed. I went to the Council's rubbish dump one Lord's Day
on my way to Church, and destroyed about £2,000 (1982) worth of records. I
poured my bottles of whiskey down the kitchen sink. I left all myoId associates.

I remember going to a Brethren Church, and because I was honest about my
sins, they put me on probation. I left that Brethren Church, and I was baptized
later as a believer in another Brethren Assembly.

I broke with my entire past wickedness. I was changed. I returned to work and
immediately my employer knew that I had changed. He said, "You are different,
what is it?". "May be it is for me?" I told him what happened to me. I said that I
was a Christian, many people did not like it. I was filled with joy. I felt peace. I
prayed. I believed the Word, and the promises of Scripture. I laid special hold of
Proverbs 3:5-6. I made contact with Christians. They were excited.

Dark Days
After my conversion, I experienced a terribly dark period in my soul for many
months. I remember shouting at the devil in terrible temptation. My joy seemed
to disappear and doubt emerged. But this made me stronger. I searched and
researched, studying Christian works that would help me. I read two out of the
three volumes of Matthew Henry. God meant the darkness and temptation for
good, though God did not tempt me to sin. I was however, tested by the Lord. This
made me stronger.
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Pra.rer
God only knows who prayed for my salvation. One incident I can relate.
According to Mrs. Dennis, her husband who had gone to be with the Lord, had
me on his prayer list for many years, having many years before met me in a
Brethren assembly. He had faithfully prayed for me and continued to pray for me
until he died. He never saw this side of eternity the answer to his prayers, but he
will one day, when we meet in glory in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Never underestimate the value of prayer. God answers the prayers of His people
for His glory.

Marriage
I met my lovely Christian wife, Elizabeth, in 1984 and in 1986 I married her after
seeking permission from her father, Mr. Browne. We have six children,
comprising five boys, Tiomoid Liam (6/1/88), Iosaef Aindrias (6/4/90), Daineil
Eoin (12/6/91), Samueil Daivi (27/4/93), Ezara Doiminic (11/4/99), and one girl,
Eilis Anna-Rois (20/4/96). What a blessing to be married to a lovely wife, and
have the gift of children from the Lord.

Education
I decided that I needed a proper education, so I commenced studying in 1986. I
have achieved with the help of God the following: CMS (BTEC, 1997), DMS
(CNAA, 1989), MA (CNAA, 1991). I have studied theology at Oxford (1991) and
carried out PhD research part-time at Loughborough University from 1991 to
1994. Currently I am completing a BA(Hons) degree in theology by distance
learning with Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher Education (South
Africa). These are accredited qualifications.

Ordination
I was ordained to the Christian mInistry on 4th November 1992. This was
performed under the auspices of the Evangelical Church Alliance (ECA) in the
United States. The Chairman of the Ordination Committee who ordained me
was the Rev. Preb. Dr. Vi~tor Pearce - he was the Chief Executive of the Hour
ofRevival.

Going on in the Faith
My life is hid in Christ now. The former life is dead and gone. I am a new man in
Christ, but I still have the old nature, which 1 do battle with. I am going on by
God's grace in the Faith, and I am reconciled to my parents. My affections are
on things above, though I have many weaknesses as a sinner. I love preaching,
and witnessing. I remember when I first stood up in public to preach - I had
butterflies in my stomach. I still get them today sometimes. I preach in the open
air and in churches.
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I have dark days in my Christian life. People have taunted me about my past
life of wickedness, and I am ashamed of this, as I am the chief of sinners. But this
one think I know, Christ has died for my sins, and is risen for my justification, and
all my sins have been forgiven and forgotten.

I do not live in the past; I live in the present waiting for that great day of His
coming. " ... for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able
to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day"(2 Timothy 1:12).
I obtained mercy, and for that I shall be always indebted to the grace of God in
Christ. Thank God for the imputed righteousness of Christ, this is the foundation
of my assurance before God. I dare not trust my sweetest frame of mind, or any
action, which I do; I simply surrender to Christ, and trust Him for all, because He
is my mediator between God and man. I have been stripped of my righteousness,
and clothed in the eternal, and incomparable righteousness of Christ. Alleluia,
what a Saviour!

Finally, I thank the Lord for His goodness in providing me with a wonderful
Saviour, wife and family. Pray for me that I will continue to follow the Lord. I
look for mercy in that day, and that I will have a good and faithful testimony to
the end for His glory.

"Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour
and glory for ever and ever. Amen" (2 Timothy 1: 17).

_e_

The Shadow of Good Things
to Come (6)

JACK SEATON (Inverness)

SATISFACTION

Then we come to the crowning element - satisfaction. Although satisfaction is
mentioned three times there is only one expression used. After they have brought
the bullock from the herd, "But his inwards and his legs shall he wash in water:
and the priest shall burn all on the altar, to be a burIl1 sacrifice, an offering made
by fire of a sweet savour unto the Lord" (Leviticus 1:9). In verse 13 where they
have brought from the flock, the sheep or the goats, "But he shall wash the
inwards and the legs with water: and the priest shall bring it all and burn it upon
the altar: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto
the Lord" (Leviticus 1:13). Then in verse 17 where the offering is turtledoves or
young pigeons, "And he shall cleave it with the wings thereof, but shall not divide
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it asunder: and the priest shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood that is upon
the fire: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the
Lord" (Leviticus 1:17). It shall be a sweet savour unto the Lord, and in each case
those sacrifices are brought in the way God has said. God had told them what to

", do and as they did those things He granted the atonement to them and that is pure
Gospel. When it comes to the fulness of the Gospel in our Lord Jesus Christ, Paul
writing to the Ephesians says, "Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;
And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour" (Ephesians 5:1-2)
Christ from beginning to end.

Now two questions: In what was God satisfied? and why was He satisfied? God
had to be satisfied with the offering and then He would be satisfied with the
offerer. Only as the priest came and laid the offering as God had said was it a
sweet savour unto the Lord. Ultimately, it is the death of His beloved Son that
God is well satisfied with and which is a sweet smelling savour unto Him.
Look at verse 4 again. "And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt
offering; and it shall·be accepted for him to make atonement for him" (Leviticus
1:4). It is the offering that had to be accepted first and the offerer was accepted in
the offering.

All that we have and all that we ever hope to have is in Christ, embedded in
Christ, settled in Christ, anchored in Christ, founded in Christ. As Paul says in that
place again - read it well - "Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for
us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour" (Ephesians 5:2).
There are those ways in which we can be as a sweet smelling savour to the Lord,
for when Paul received that present from the Philippian Church he wrote back and
referred to it as a gift, a sweet smelling savour. When Paul speaks about faithful
preaching of the Gospel, he says we are to preach the Gospel faithfully, and if we
do we are a savour of life unto life to them that believe but death unto death to
them that do not believe, but it is all a sweet savour unto God because all that God
asks us to be is faithful to Him, and only then is there acceptance through His
beloved Son.

Why should God cause His satisfaction to he expressed" in those vivid terms
with regard to those old sacrifices, and again, of course, with the sacrifice of
Christ? The satisfaction is because God Himself had devised a way to show the
completeness of His character. which is on the one hand His unrelenting justice
against sin and the sinner, and on the other hand His boundless love and mercy to
be a Saviour for sinners. That is the whole of His person. Here His own name
appears complete and God is a just God and a Saviour, but He must show Himself
to be a just God before He shows Himself to be a Saviour. It was on the cross,
shadowed forth in those old sacrifices and offerings, that God was showing
Himself in all the completeness of His holy character. That spectacle was to teach
those people one supreme truth - the wages of sin is death. When our first parents
sinned in the Garden of Eden and death passed upon all men, Adam did not fall
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down dead that day but eternal and everlasting death had passed upon all men.
God was showing the justice of His character when that offerer transferred his sin,
as it were, on the offering, and the offering was put to death and that He is a just
God who can in no wise pass over sin, guilt, or the guilty. But God never loved
one sinner at the expense of His justice. Somebody has well said mercy does not
cheat judgement. Mercy and judgement must go hand in glove to show the
completeness of the character of the God that we are called to worship and serve.
In the Gospel the first thing that is required is that God's judgement against sin is
exercised so that justice is satisfied. We come into the possession of the Gospel
by the grace of God through repentance towards God through the Lord Jesus
Christ but we are not forgiven on account of our repentance. We are forgiven
because of the death of Christ, God having found a way to clear the guilty. A man
or a woman in a criminal court of law may repent of what they have done, but
their remorse does not remove the penalty, justice has to be satisfied All the
repenting in the world will never save a soul unless the repentance is grounded on
the death of Christ that has satisfied the justice of God.

BY FAITH ALONE

As you read through the pages of the Word of God one thing is apparent, God's
people are to have a respect for His holy law, not for justification, that is settled,
"Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for
by the law is the knowledge of sin" (Romans 3:20), for we are justified by faith
alone. The Word of God teaches us to have that reverence, love and respect for
the holy law of God, as Paul says, "For I delight in the law of God after the inward
man" (Romans 7:22). The law is good and David could say, "0 how love I thy
law! it is my meditation all the day" (Psalm 119:97). If I, or any other believer in
the world, is taught to love and respect the law of God as just and holy, then God
Himself must love a million times more His own law and He cannot and will not
set it aside. For sinners to be saved He shows Himself not just the Saviour but the
just God and an arrangement whereby both of those thing~ come together is the
cross, where heaven's love and justice meet. When God puts His Son to death He
is a holy and just God, but when He puts Him there for sinners, He indeed is the
Saviour of all who believe in His name. It is on the cross that the whole
transaction took place, in those well known words of Peter, "Who his own self
bare our sins in his own body on the tree" (1 Peter 2:24), and as that sacrifice was
made on Calvary at that time He was giving Himself-a sacrifice for our sins which
satisfied the Father and was a sweet smelling savour before our God. That is why
Leviticus is Calvary foreshadowed and Calvary is Leviticus unfolded; there is the
way of acceptance, the way of appropriation. Here is all the substitution, spectacle
and satisfaction.

It is a: strange satisfaction is it not, almost incongruous in a sense. Think of one
of those big animals being stripped, slain and burnt - how could the scorching
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flesh and the burning bones be a sweet savour? Yet that is the cross! In the first
place the burnt offering was a sweet savour unto God, sweet in God's sight
because it was how God had ordained it should be. From God's side He had found
the way to permit man to come into His presence and from man's side it was a
sweet smelling savour to heaven. To the unconverted heart the cross of Christ is
obnoxious, to the believer, as to the Father, it is a sweet savour. Set the cross
before the carnal heart and they see nothing in it. To the Jews a stumblingblock,
to the Greeks foolishness. To the human fallen heart of man, that we should need

lone to be mangled on a cross to bring us to God is obnoxious until you come to
that cross and then it is exactly to you what it is to the Father - a sweet smelling
saviour. There is no other salvation, we join with the Father as He says, "this is my
beloved Son". Peter says, "Unto you therefore which believe he is precious"
(1 Peter 2:7), and nowhere is He more precious than when He is hanging on the
cross to save us from our sins.

He is not there now but at the right hand of the Father until He comes to judge
the living and the dead. Where you see Him precious is on the cross and then as
He rises to the right nand of the Father, as the Father vindicates Him indeed as the
one in whom He is well satisfied. You remember in the house in Bethany when
Mary broke her box of precious ointment and anointed the feet of Christ against
His death, it says, "and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment" (John
12:3). That is why the apostle loved to preach about Christ crucified because that
was a sweet smelling savour to God and to every sinner who comes to know God
on account of it. By God's grace, settle the issues of your eternal soul and make
sure that when God calls you, or if Christ comes before that, you stand before Him
in Christ in His beloved Son.

Finally there are two incidents in Numbers which reinforce God's insistence of
his way of worship.

KORAH'S KEgELLION

Firstly Numbers 17 tells us of a revolt by a man called Korah and some of his
followers, and that it was against Moses and Aaron and the positions they
occupied in the nation. Moses was the appointed mediator to stand between God
and the people of Israel, but God had chosen Aaron as the first high priest, the one
who came into the presence of God to represent the children of Israel and bring
down that national atonement. It was against these two men and their positions
that Korah and his companions revolted, having their eye on taking those
positions for themselves, especially that office of high priest which the Lord had
invested in Aaron and his sons alone.

This is another example of that old plague of the human heart, envy, jealousy,
pride and self-seeking. They thought Moses and Aaron occupied greater positions
than they did and they wanted to take them over, something which often lurks in
the human heart. But on a much higher level they were really rebelling against
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God by refusing to bow to his way of approaching and worshipping and so finding
their acceptance before the Lord their God. It was through Moses as the mediator
that God spoke to the people in those days, and it was by Aaron, God's appointed
high priest, that the people were received into the presence of God, receiving His
forgiveness and His blessings. When it comes to the application of that, in our day
it could not be clearer that there is one way to God. One way of finding
acceptance with God, one way of approaching the Lord our God, but the human
heart wants to approach and find acceptance with God in its own way. When those
men tried to overthrow God's way they were simply acting in that old
characteristic of the human heart that still beats within each and everyone of us.
-When it comes to the Gospel there is but one God and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus. This is that in-built rebellion of the fallen heart of
man against God's way and that true desire of the human heart to take its own way
in regards to the things of the God.

What God thinks of that behaviour is made abundantly clear in the Book of
Numbers, where He extends a clear warning to those people who have been
carried away with the notions of Korah and his followers and followed it with the
terrible judgement which He poured out on those men. "And he spake unto the
congregation, saying, Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men, and
touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be consumed in all their sins" (Numbers 16:26).
That is what God thinks of anyone who would endeavour to set before people
another way to God other than Himself. In our days there are many people who
will tell you that there are various ways to God. Well here is what God thinks of
such men; He says they are wicked men! In Christendom, they would be called
great men, great thinkers, broadminded men, but God says they are wicked men, .
and tells the people of that day what to do with wicked men: depart from them!
That is a word that should be drilled into the hearts of God's professing people
today. All that great doctrine of the separation of God's people from those things
that offend has fallen by the wayside today because the Bible has been set aside.
So our Lord pours out that terrible judgement upon Korah, and the ground
literally opens up and swallows those wicked men and fire comes out from the
presence of the Lord and consumes them. The very next day the people begin to
complain and murmur against the Lord their God once again. It is almost
unbelievable! They have heard that word and seen that judgement of the Lord yet
up they come with their murmuring and their complaining against Moses and
Aaron, so God sends out a plague against the people of Israel to consume them
from off the face of the earth. Moses and Aaron fall down before the Lord their
God and Moses sends Aaron out into the camp of the Israelites where the plague
was raging, and in verse 48 of chapter 16, you have those vivid words, "And he
stood between the dead and the living; and the plague was stayed" (Numbers
16:48). It was like a great forest fire raging through the camp of the Israelites and
Aaron went out in the face of that fire, to stand between the dead and the living,
and the plague was stayed. I

-
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What a picture of our Lord Jesus Christ, the great High Priest of our profession,
who came into this world at God's appointed time to stand between the dead and
the living, and to bear our sins in His own body on the tree, being made sin for us
in order that we may be made the righteousness of God in Him. Paul says, "Now
all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come" (1 Corinthians 10:11).
They are for our learning, examples for us, and there are many incidents like that.

_e_

More Than 50 Years Ago ...
It Seems to Have Happened Yesterday

Horst Alexander

(by kind permission of the Editor of Lamp & Light)

IT IS EARLY DECEMBER 1946. I am a German prisoner of war, and at that Lime
stationed in a small camp with about 120 former soldiers of the German forces.
Cladderbridge is the name of the place, close to Bebington, Wirral. Christmas is
drawing nigh and somehow, even amongst hard-baked soldiers, there creeps in a
certain kind of bustling combined with a sometimes funny kind of secrecy.
Everybody in the camp seems to ponder on something which one hopes may be a
delightful surprise to anybody for Christmas. No easy task considering the
circumstances. Naturally, our thoughts, more and more, are with our dear ones at
home, whom we have not seen for years. Of course, everyday life in a prisoner of
war camp is rather dreary. However, on Sundays the excursions into the small
town of Bebington became a pleasant change. By and by we got to know our way
around the town. On the main road leading into the town there are also situated
the church rooms we regularly had to pass walking into the city. On the end wall
of this building there was emblazoned in big letters the name "Bethesda"; this
name not meaning anything to me at that time. I also liked to go into the museum
of Port Sunlight, which 1 believe belonged to Lord Leverhume. One day, I was
strolling around within the museum looking at the ancient furniture etc. - there
was a bed Napoleon had supposedly slept in - when suddenly a pair of doors were
opened by two assistants, and Lord Leverhume in person entered the room. To me
he looked the picture of an aristocrat though I had never before seen one. At the
moment he came into this room I was the only visitor and I simply did not know
what to do nor to say. I watched the assistants who kept on making bows to him
when ariswering his questions about the interior of the room and in my confusion
I just imitated the assistants, making bows as well several times. At that time I was
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a lad of 19 years of age and recognisably dressed in the uniform of a prisoner of
war and perhaps even to Lord Leverhume I may have looked a bit of an exotic
and certainly as far as I was concerned out of place in his museum. Leaving the
museum I saw his car at the main entrance - a green Rolls-Royce - it was the first
RR I saw in my life.

So interesting and sometimes enjoyable though these excursions may have
been, somehow increasingly crept in a feeling of oppressiveness. At that time
almost daily in the newspapers one could read terrifying reports about conditions
in German concentration camps. When walking in the streets of Bebington, of
course, we were recognisable for everybody as former German soldiers. Could
these articles and photos have a negative effect, although as soldier I myself never
had any contact with Jews? However, so far as I know, nothing of this sort ever
happened in the area we were stationed in. ~owever, I remember as a pupil of 14
years of age and leaving school for home, I visited my father at the police station
where he was on duty as police officer. At this station for the first time in my life
I saw a Jew recognisable by a big yellow star fastened to his jacket.

To me immediately it was obvious to see that my father did not like me putting
questions but he told me that this man was a cobbler by occupation and that he
had to report regularly at the police station.

Only years later in England as a prisoner of war I experienced several contacts
with Jewish people, all of which I could describe as "God given" and therefore I
regard as the most pleasant and important contacts in my life.

Two occurrences of meeting with Jews I would like to report briefly. I already
mentioned that as prisoners of war we quite enjoyed to go into this little town of
Bebington. At Christmas time there arrived at our camp an invitation from
Christians gathering at Bethesda Hall. Whoever liked to come was invited to go for
a cup of coffee (not tea) on 27th December 1946,5 o'clock p.m. (it was a Friday).
The initiator of this invitation was a Mr. Bennington, not known to any of us, but
a member of this Bethesda Assembly. To enable our host to arrange everything in
good order all prisoners who wished to come were asked to report to the clerk of
the camp. Opinions on the invitation differed amongst ourselves. For quite a
number of prisoners this invitation had the smell of the attempt to exert religious
influence. Nevertheless, eleven prisoners, including myself, reported to attend. The
aforementioned Friday had come and when we arrived at the church rooms at the
last minute, all seats were already taken. In fact, approximately 80 prisoners had
accepted this invitation - i.e. about 70% of all inmates of the camp had come! This
in the first place was a surprise for the church members, but also for the eleven
prisoners who had said right from the start that they would go to Bethesda Hall.
We very well remembered the comments and remarks we had heard in camp.

A further most remarkable surprise to me was the reaction of the church
members to the unexpected large number of guests who had come. Very quickly
additional tables and benches as well as cups and saucers were arranged, and in
no time everybody could sit down. In general we noticed that these Christians



202 The Gospel Magazine

radiated such kindness and openness. They all seemed to be of a cheerful natun:
and their attitude towards us was something we did not expect. We were asked to
sing German Christmas €arols and plenty of coffee and cake was offered. Mrs.
Bennington, the wife of the initiator of the invitation kept on serving coffee and
cake and in doing so she seemed to be ever so glad - after a long time - to be able
to talk to us not only in her own mother tongue but also in her pure Saxon dialect,
which was a familiar sound to some of us. Short addresses were being given by
our host, every time pointing us to the love of God in Jesus Christ His Son. This
message to most of us - including me - was by no means something we had never
heard before. However, the way everything was presented, the personal
engagement, the warmth and love of these people - who only one hour ago had
been complete strangers - just amazed the majority of us about what was going
on in front of us. One has also to consider that we were a company of men more
or less rough-and-ready, who for years had to live behind barbed wire, when
suddenly we found ourselves sitting in English church rooms at tables laid for all
of us, and being attended to by ever so kind civilians, who only two years ago had
been our opponents in a terrible war. We asked ourselves from where did they
receive this strength enabling them to treat us in that manner?

Now a further fact that shattered us severely: Mr. Bennington is a Jew, an
academically trained engineer, who in Hamburg owned an electrical appliance
company. In 1938 he and his wife had been driven out of Germany because he
was a Jew. A number of his relatives had been killed in German concentration
camps. In 1946 some members of their family could be found on lists for missing
persons. I myself was an eyewitness of Mr. Bennington embracing a German
prisoner of war. This young man was born in Hamburg and by the dialect Mr.
Bennington had recognised him as a fellow countryman. Here, again my question:
From where this strength to meet this man in that way, who belongs to a people
that caused indescribable sorrow to the Jews? Only weeks later Mr. Bennington
told me that before the First World War he had been serving in the German army
and one of his superiors was General van Viebahn, in Germany known as a
convinced Christian who liked to attend the meetings of the "Open Brethren".
Listening to his preaching Mr. Bennington was led to believe in Jesus Christ as
the Son of God. Could this be the source of his inward a.ttitude, so obvious to us?

On the way back into the camp there arose an intense discussion about what we
had experienced that afternoon. Even now, although it is more than 50 years ago,
I remember precisely these hours. I was totally soaked with perspiration and
almost all the way back into the camp, a walk of about three quarters of an hour,
I was shaking all over. I was hardly involved in the discussion. I think I was
moved to such an extent I was incapable of talking much. The following night I
could not sleep. At that time of my life I was not aware of the fact that I had been
confronted with the love of the Son of God.

I was· fascinated by the attitude of these people and I tried to find out what
enabled them to overcome natural human reactions. As of then I attended not only
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the meetings on Sunday morning at Bethesda Hall, but I went also to the Bible
and Prayer meetings on weekdays. Very soon I got to know that Bethesda in
Bebington is an assembly where the "Open Brethren" gather. At that time I did
not know what "brethren" are. In this connection I may mention that by the grace
of God all my family, including our grandchildren, are active and thankful
"members" of the Open Brethren in Germany, and. in my case at the time of
writing these lines (March 2000) I look back on 54 years of happy fellowship with
the Open Brethren. Praise the Lord.

Already on 27th December 1946, the day of the Christmas invitation and before
leaving the church rooms I asked Mr. Bennington for a personal talk. This first
conversation was followed by a number of confidential discussions, some of them
had to be held in his bedroom because since this first meeting late December his
flat very often was crowded by German prisoners who enjoyed the homely
atmosphere in his house. Very soon I noticed that all members of this community
had a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and that they knew about the
forgiveness of their sins. To me it was like a miracle that there is such a thing as
had developed amongst these Christians, something so attractive. On the other
hand my own pride would not allow me to submit myself to ideas or imaginations
like forgiveness, grace or mercy.

For about a year already I was preoccupied with the way of thinking of German
philosophers. In Germany the whole National Socialist idea had reached a
breakdown and with it all my ideals. This should not happen again, I said to
myself, and thus I became a reader of literature, mainly of Schoppenhauer and
Kant. Prior to the visits to Mr. Bennington I began to prepare myself with
theorems of these philosophers. This only to protect myself against the simple and ,
plain biblical message of the Gospel. Mr. Bennington however, talked to me in
simplicity about the grace and mercy of Jesus Christ. For quite some time, I tried
to hide myself behind the logic, law of nature and metaphysics. However, on that
day - it was 13th January 1947 - in his small kitchen, I was finally able to throw
overboard all my pride and all my arrogance and to entrust myself to the One who
had created heaven and earth, but who also in His inexplicable love went to
Golgotha where He displayed the proof of His love to mankind, including me.
Getting up from my knees Mr. and Mrs. Bennington gave me a big hug and thanks
to the grace of my Lord and Saviour I was allowed to call myself a child of God.

Ever since I consider this day as the day of my rebirth. A reborn Jew led me,
the Gentile, to the Lord Jesus. To me without doubt this was decreed by the Lord
and all that is left to me is to praise His love and grace. In fact, from this moment
on I knew why I had to become a prisoner of war in England, something I had
never thought of when I became a soldier at the age of 17 years. In closing I may
point to one more remarkable development my wife and I experienced, something
we look upon as a gift of God. It goes without saying that ever since I was saved
there existed for decades a lively and constant relationship between my beloved
brothers and sisters of Bebington Hall.
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Naturally, these connections also spread to our children. One by one, these
brothers and sisters in the Lord who I had the privilege to have fellowship with
for more than 50 years all died and. are with the Lord now. In the course of our
many visits to England in the year 1964 our family spent a summer holiday at the

'" south coast of England. At the same time in that small hotel at Ramsgate there is
lodging an English couple also spending their holiday there. They are Messianic
Jews who on the day of their wedding joined the Baptist Church with the
consequence that from this day on all their Jewish relatives avoided any contact
with our dear friends. This first meeting with one another resulted in a very
precious bond of Christian love and affection lasting now for 36 years. We all
have treasured memories of friendship, fellowship and hospitality and we are
thankful to the Lord for an ongoing correspondence all the years following up to
the present time. a

This is a report of the valuable and blessed experience the Lord Jesus granted
to me and my family in meeting Jews who also belong to that body of which Jesus
Christ is the head (Ephesians 2:2-22).

-.-
The Justification of Jesus

Part 1

ROGER Du BARRY (Liss)

He was "justified in the Spirit" (l Timothy 3:16)

THE RESURRECTION of Jesus from the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea is the
central event of history. This is the view of the apostle Paul, and of every
Reformed theologian whom it is possible to think of. If the resurrection is a myth,
then the Gospel is null and void, because the resurrection of men and of the
creation is the whole goal and purpose of God. Concerning these facts there is no
difference of opinion among the foremost thinkers and believers of the Church.

Having said that, when the standard theological works are consulted, a startling
fact comes to light. The resurrection has vanished. There has been almost nothing
written on the subject, compared to the numberless articles and books on every
other theological subject under the sun. Calvin in his Institutes grants the
resurrection the highest place in the Gospel, and he then proceeds to give it only
a few words. Within his historical context it is understandable, because the battle
in his day was raging over the issues of justification by faith alone and of grace.
However~ consult almost any other theological work, and the result is the same.
Louis Berkhoff gives it 7 pages out of 738 in his Systematic Theology, and
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B. B. Warfield in his Person and Work of Christ gives it 12 pages out of 575.
Griffith-Thomas's Principles of Theology discusses it briefly under the sixth
article of the Church of England, but in my view fails to grapple with the
primary meaning of the resurrection in the section devoted to the theology of
the resurrection.

The Reformed Church sees itself as the most biblical and the most Pauline
branch of the faith, and with good reason. The fact is that, with very few
exceptions, Paul's teaching on justification by faith, election, and union with
Christ, cannot be heard in the non-Reformed pulpits and publications of the world.
Yet within serious biblical circles, doctrinal thought has focused mostly upon the
death of Jesus and the related subjects, and the resurrection has been seen largely
as merely a confirmation of its effectiveness. The resurrection - according to Paul
himself the most important theme and one which he discusses most frequently 
has been relegated in the most Pauline circles of theology to the waiting room of
theological reflection. Speaking generally then, it is true to say that although the
resurrection is the stated centre of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, this conviction has
not been translated into ink and paper in proportion to its importance.

The result of this neglect has been to withhold from the congregations of
Christ, by default and in good faith, the blessed hope of bodily immortality that is
the stated primary centre and focus of the work of Christ. In my brief pastoral
experience I have yet to meet a Christian who had a living hope of resurrection:
All without exception were looking to a disembodied post-mortem bliss as the
goal of salvation. It must also be added that not one of these people was very
enthusiastic about the prospect, and with good reason. After all, one has to be
dead to get there, and death is a very unpleasant prospect indeed.

In my experience, without exception, in the minds of the ordinary people the
intermediate state of death has replaced the resurrection as the goal and hope of
salvation. Salvation has come to be seen in terms of death rather than life. The
curse of the law has become the blessing of the Gospel, and that is a very strange
thing indeed.

THE CENTRALITY OF THE RESURRECTION FOR PAUL

Reading Paul's letters with open eyes shows that the resurrection is present
everywhere. Someone has said that it can be found on almost every page of
Romans, and it is hard to disagree. Jesus has been appointed Messiah (Son of
God) by the resurrection; He was raised for our justification; we have new life
through union with His resurrection; and we endure our sufferings for the sake of
the glory that is to be revealed when the earth gives up her dead at the revelation
of the sons of God. Even the doctrine of predestination points to the resurrection
by pointing out the "destination" or destiny of the elect - bodily raising and
immortality. These few examples show that there is hardly a doctrine that is not
rooted in it.
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In Paul's defence before Agrippa he specifically stated that the resurrection of
the dead was the hope of Israel for which it strove day and night, that he fervently
believed this hope as a strict Pharisee, that he still clung to it as a Christian, and
that it was for the sake of this hope as revealed in the resurrection of Jesus that he
found himself in chains. These words demonstrate the all-consuming importance
of the resurrection in his life, his teaching, and his evangelism.

In his evangelistic sermons in Acts he invariably focuses upon the resurrection
of Jesus as the proof that he is the promised Messiah according to the Scriptures.
On the one occasion in Acts that he mentions justification it is not in connection
with the cross as one might think, but the resurrection.

In the letter to the Corinthians he famously said that if there is no resurrection,
then our faith and preaching is useless because there is no future for the human
race after death. Clearly he had no time for the Platonistic idea that people could
spend eternity in a state of disembodied bliss. This is entirely in line with the
Bible's whole teaching that man is a unitary being, that death is a bad thing, and
that the only hope of salvation must be understood materially as a bodily
resurrection from the grave. To be dead is to have fully experienced the curse of
death that befell mankind upon Adam's rebellion. To be dead is to have finally
succumbed to the Mosaic curse that is the fate of all who sin by breaking the
divine law and covenant. The resurrection of the body in this worldview is the
only viable way to be saved from sin and death.

In a short article it is not possible to discuss things in great depth, but I am
hoping that the readers will recognise the truth of my words from their own
knowledge of the Bible.

SOME REASONS FOR THE DISAPPEARANCE OF
THE RESURRECTION

Once the importance of the resurrection in the Gospel has been seen and
understood it becomes necessary to discover why it has all but disappeared from
the literature and the teaching of the Church. I would like to suggest a few.

An Atemporal Mentality

It seems to me that the churches have become profoundly atemporal in their way
of thinking. This is a product of Rationalism, which has a profound disrespect for
history, and tends to elevate the abstract at the expense of all else. We are all
children of our age, and we are living in the post-Enlightenment period where
knowledge and reason have been exalted to the highest heights. When to this is
added a deep love of Systematic Theology, with its topical rather than historical
presentation of the teachings of Scripture, it becomes harder to think materially
and literally of salvation as happening in time and space.

Despite the obvious advantages of Systematic Theology, it ignores the
historical way that the Bible itself presents its message. It has an unspoken
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assumption that the Bible is a mine of raw data that must be re-arranged under
topical headings. Abraham Kuyper is guilty of actually saying it, and in so doing
he has relegated the authors of Scripture to the status of second-class theologians.
Whether this was his intention, or whether it even occurred to him, is doubtful.
Nevertheless, that is the practical result of such an attitude to the Bible. The
authors of Scripture are not second class theologians because of their lack of a
topical arrangement of truth. On the contrary, they are the models that we are to
follow both methodologically and content-wise.

The truth is that the Bible is not just a mine of data, but a coherent record of
the Gospel that is self-interpreting. In fact, the story of Israel is the prime
interpretative framework for understanding the Gospel. This is not immediately
obvious to the topical theologian, who tends to think of specific doctrines as being
normative for the right interpretation of the Bible. Think of the Gospel of Mark
for instance. Mark provides us with almost no interpretation. We are expected to
have a thorough grasp of the history of salvation, and to put two and two together
from the arrangement of the narrative itself.

When we come to Paul's writings this background is assumed by him to be
common knowledge, and this provides the context for his more doctrinal way of
teaching. Indeed, this provides us with a key to doing systematic theology.
Systematic theology cannot be done properly except within the prior context of
the history and story of Israel. Put in another way, the doctrines of the Bible are
historical doctrines, because they interpret the events wherein God has acted and
revealed himself. Doctrine must of necessity therefore be historical in its very
nature, and not atemporal timeless truths.

This realisation has been gathering steam in some Reformed circles, especially •
those in the tradition of Geerhardus Vos like the Westminster Colleges in America,
and the Australian Anglican Evangelicals like Goldsworthy and others in the
Moore Seminary in Sydney. In non-Reformed circles there is a renewed interest
in the subject, with the most interesting work coming from Tom Wright.

When we do theology chronologically and historically, wonderful new insights
are gained that are otherwise overlooked because of the influence of a Greek
abstract method of thinking that is inculcated during our school years. Suddenly
the history of salvation comes to life, and the beginning of its fulfilment in the life
of Jesus is seen with fresh insight and wonder. We begin to discover in a more
biblical way that salvation only makes sense within the historical context of the
promises made to Abraham, and their gradual fulfilment in the history of Israel,
culminating in the work and person of Jesus of Nazareth.

The dominant theme of Kingship and' Kingdom suddenly comes out of the
shadows into the glorious light of a new historical and temporal understanding.
We discover that salvation is not to be translated into an immaterial realm outside
of time and space after all, but it is to share bodily in the eternal earthly kingdom
of the Son of David and of God in the renewed and redeemed creation.



208 The Gospel Magazine

The Existential Movement

At the same time, there i.s the tendency to react against rationalism by appealing
to another modern phenomenon called existentialism. One would think that a
focus upon human experience would lead to a rediscovery of the historical nature

-, of salvation, but this is not so. Existentialism tends to be very individualistic,
focusing in narrowly upon oneself and upon the difficulties of the present life.

The Charismatic movement is one example of the existential trend in
preaching. It is no secret that this movement has disdain for the intellectual
study of the Bible, and actively discourages people from reading it doctrinally.
Everything depends upon the "heart" and not upon the "head", with the inevitable
result that the Bible remains on the shelf and is never transferred to the mind.

God works His way to our hearts through our heads. That is the biblical model,
and that is the way it is intended to be. Existentialism translated into the pulpit
has the practical effect of removing the Bible from the people as effectively as
the Roman Catholic Church has done. No wonder that the two movements get
on so well.

Another way that existentialism has crept into the pulpit is by the "meeting the
needs of the people" approach. Ministers are advised to stay away from doctrine
because it is dry and boring, and to focus upon the felt needs of the people. Hence
we are treated to the "how to ... " kind of sermon, in which every kind of human
problem is identified and remedied. The effectiveness of Christianity is then
closely linked to adding happiness and subtracting unpleasantness from the daily
experience of life.

It must be said that this method is often very successful in filling up the church,
as people are made to feel special and noticed. The cost is the extinction of
exegetical and biblical teaching, with the inevitable rise of ignorance of the true
meaning of salvation.

It must be said that the Reformed Churches have not demonstrated a noticeable
immunity from the existentialist trend. The emphasis upon "experiencing a
personal relationship with Jesus" at the cost of Bible teaching is very much a
feature of evangelical theology.

Dualism
The third reason that the resurrection has vanished from the Christian mind is
dualism. The dualist sees the world in two tiers of reality. There is the material
physical world and the immaterial spiritual world, and Christian dualism sees the
spirit world as the destination of saved souls. If there is to be a bodily resurrection,
then it must be a "spiritualised" resurrection in which the body is dematerialised

J

into something far less objectionable than flesh and bone.
This view has properly been called Platonism for the masses, because it is a

semibaptised version of Plato's dualist worldview. Plato suggested that the real
person was a non-physical immortal entity called the soul which inhabited the
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material body. When you died therefore, the soul was set free from the bondage
of the flesh to enter the higher realm of reality where matter played no part.

This way of thinking is utterly alien to the Bible. It is nowhere taught and never
suggested. The Bible teaches that man is a physical being whose only hope of
immortality is the resurrection of the body. The body being corruptible must be
clothed with incorruptibility to share in the glory of the risen Lord. It is for this
purpose that God has created us, and apart from this sure and certain hope there
is no possibility of salvation. The Gospel has its feet firmly on the ground. Man's
future in not in heaven, but on the renewed earth, to which heaven comes down.
In the Kingdom of God the New Jerusalem comes down to earth from heaven.
The Lord Jesus and the Father come to be in the midst of their redeemed people
here on terra firma.

Conclusion

In conclusion then, it has become clear that the resurrection is not finding its
rightful place in Christian thinking and teaching. It is also reasonable to suspect
that some reasons for its disappearance from the pulpit and the consciousness
of Christians are (1) an atemporal way of thinking, (2) existentialism, (3) and a
semi-Platonist worldview.

In the next issue I hope to set forth a few thoughts on the biblical teaching of
the resurrection itself.

-e-

The Staircase
R. STONELAKE (Uxbndge)

A few weeks before Christmas we had a new staircase in our house. Our house
needs a staircase, because it is built on two levels and the staircase is the only way
of moving between the upper and lower levels. Our house is about a hundred
years old and I am sure the original staircase was sturdy and very beautiful. But
past owners of the house had removed bits of the staircase and banisters and
covered the lovely wood with several coats of paint. Because some of the bits
which had been removed were important to the construction of the staircase, it
had become rickety and creaked every time we used it. We had done our best to
patch up the damage, but without success; the job was beyond us. It was
obviously time to do something about it. We could perhaps have had it repaired,
but it would still have been a patched-up job, and it just happened that some
money became available and we were able to employ a carpenter to make us a
brand new staircase.

The new staircase was made in the carpenter's workshop, but before he could
deliver it to our house he had to remove the old one and take it away. Until the
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new one arrived we were in the unusual situation of being confined to the ground
floor because there was no way of getting to the upstairs rooms. But our carpenter
knew his job well, and by the end of the day we had a new staircase in place and
were able to go up and down as we wished.

The creation of the world is like the house with the original staircase in place.
"God created man in His own image" (Genesis 1:27). There was perfect harmony
between God in heaven and Adam and Eve on earth. God spoke to them, giving
them instructions about the world He had placed them in, and there appeared to
be no barrier between them. It was like having a connecting staircase between
heaven and earth, just as our house had a perfectly good staircase when it was
first built.

But sin ruined that link between God and His creatures. After Adam and Eve
had disobeyed God by eating the forbidden fruit, God spoke to them in judgement
and then drove them out of the Garden of Eden, and from then on man was to be
separated from God. But a promise of a new way between earth and heaven was
promised even before our first parents left the Garden: in His judgement of the
serpent God said: "I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel"
(Genesis 3:15). Already there was a clear indication that in time a Man would
come to suffer for the sins of men and women and remake the destroyed way
between heaven and earth. But in the meantime the human race was to be
painfully aware that they were separated from their Creator - they were below, He
was above, and there appeared to be no way between.

The separation became worse; Cain killed his brother Abel, and by the time of
Noah, "God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually" (Genesis 6:5).
So all the human race apart from Noah and his family were destroyed. But still
man did not learn the lesson. Noah's descendants tried to rebuild the staircase
their way: "Go to, let us build us a city and a tower whose top may reach unto
heaven" (Genesis 11:4). This attempt was doomed to failure; the Bible tells us in
a very striking expression that "the Lord came down to see the city and the tower,
which the children of men had built" (verse 5). The builders were scattered and
the Tower of Babel was left unfinished in the confusion of tongues which the Lord
caused among them.

Further promises were made to Abraham. When God told him to leave his
home and family, he said: "I will make of thee a great nation, I will bless thee, and
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: I will bless them that bless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed" (Genesis 12:2-3). Later, when Abraham had demonstrated his obedience
by being prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac, God said: "In blessing I will bless
thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as
the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his
enemies; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou
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hast obeyed my voice" (Genesis 22:17-18). That blessing was to be fulfilled by
the Son of God Himself coming down from heaven, as it were restoring the
staircase which had originally been the means of communication between Got:
and man.

Perhaps the best-known staircase in the Bible is the one usually known as
Jacob's ladder. Jacob saw this in his dream after he had left home to escape the
vengeance of the older twin brother whom he had robbed of his birthright and
blessing. He must have felt about as isolated as it was possible to feel, yet he had
a glorious vision of a staircase linking him on earth with God in heaven, with
angels going up and down the staircase, showing that the way to God was not
completely destroyed. God's promise covered many aspects of His wonderful
plan to rescue His people: "I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God
of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; and thy
seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and
to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all
the families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep
thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for
I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of'
(Genesis 28:13-15). Both the land and Jacob's descendants at the bottom of the
staircase were part of God's plan and the staircase symbolised the extraordinary
way in which God was going to use a country and a nation in the redemption of
His people.

Jesus, whose death and resurrection were to restore man's pathway to heaven,
used a similar expression when speaking to Nathanael, one of the first disciples to
be called. Nathanael had learned from his friend Philip: "We have found him, of
whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of •
Joseph" (John 1:45). Nathanael, though obviously a deeply godly man, was also
a bit of a cynic, because he could not believe that any good could come out of
Nazareth. But when Jesus revealed that he had seen right into Nathanael's deepest
secret thoughts, he changed his tune and exclaimed: "Rabbi, thou art the Son of
God; thou art the King of Israel." Then Jesus said to him these remarkable words:
"Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt
see greater things than these.... Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall
see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son
of man." We are not told when or how Nathanael saw that prophecy fulfilled, but
Jesus was showing clearly that He Himself was the Way to God and that true
believers through Him will see the heavens opened for them.

Angels, God's special messengers, were also to play a vital part. Isaiah had a
vision of the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up; a seraph bridged that
enormous gap by flying down with the live coal and the message of forgiveness:
"La, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin
purged" (Isaiah 6:1, 6-7). Malachi, the last prophet to deliver God's message
before the coming of the Messiah, was given these words: "Behold, I will send
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my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye
seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant,
whom ye delight in" (Malachi 3: 1). And we are familiar with the role played by
angels in the Christmas story, appearing to Zacharias, Mary, Joseph and the

'" shepherds.
Some of our hymns, including some which we sing at Christmas time, remind us

of the humiliation and condescension of Jesus Christ. "He came down to earth from
heaven"; "Come down, 0 love divine." Passages in the Old Testament foreshadow
this aspect of the Incarnation: "Though the Lord be high, yet he hath respect unto
the lowly" (Psalm 138:6). "Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that
is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive
the heart of the contrite ones" (Isaiah 57:15). The Gospel record tells us He was
born in a stable, was brought up in a working-class family, ate with publicans and
sinners, washed His disciples' feet, died with criminals and was buried in a
borrowed grave. Paul reminds us eloquently in the letter to the Philippians what the
Son of God gave up for His people: "Let this mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with
God: but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross"
(Philippians 2:5-8). And again writing to the Corinthians: "Ye know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that
ye through his poverty might be rich" (2 Corinthians 8:9).

But Jesus' humiliation was not the whole story; having come down, the way to
God was made for His people to go up.

After our staircase was completed, the following conversation might have
taken place between the carpenter and me:

"There you are, Sir, your staircase is complete. It is now ready for you to use. "
"Well, no thank you. It looks much too good to use. "
"But I have made it for that very purpose. "
"It might not he strong enough for me. "
"But it is made of the hest materials and with all my skills; I've used it, my

assistant has used it, your wife has used it. We can assure you it is perfectly
all right. "

"No, thank you. I think I would prefer to stay downstairs. I've got rather used
to living on the ground floor. "

"But the upstairs part ofyour house is very important; it contains the bathroom
and the bedrooms. You can't have a hath or go to bed unless you use the staircase
to go upstairs. "

"That's all right. I'll go up another way. "
"There is no other way. This is the only staircase. "
"I'll get a ladder and climh in through the hedroom window."
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"You won't be able to do that in the dark; in any case, the bedroom windows
don't open wide enough. "

I assure you, this conversation did not take place; you would have thought me
very silly if 1 had answered the carpenter like that, and he would have felt deeply
offended. But this new staircase illustrates what Paul wrote to the Ephesians: "By
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God"
(Ephesians 2:8).

Grace is having the staircase made for us. We did nothing at all to make it, it is
quite beyond our capabilities to do so. We did not even have to pay for it. It is
made with the best materials and to a design which perfectly suits its purpose.
There is no alternative. Not everyone can use the staircase in our house, only
those whom we invite to come indoors. But faith involves putting our foot on the
staircase and going up. We would be very silly to make excuses that it is too good
for us, that it won't bear our weight, that we will find another way up or that we
would rather stay downstairs. And how deeply we would offend the Saviour who
has given up so much to make the way of salvation for us.

That is why Jacob saw a two-way traffic on the ladder in his dream; that is why
Paul, having written to the Philippians about Jesus' humiliation, went on:
"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is
above every name." That is why our Advent and Christmas hymns tell of God's
people being raised: "Raise us to thy glorious throne" (from "Come, thou long
expected Jesus"); "Born to raise the sons of men."

The Book of Revelation gloriously describes those who have been raised to that
throne: "I beheld, and, 10, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; and cried
with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb. And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the
elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and wor
shipped God, saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving,
and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen"
(Revelation 7: 9-12).

Can you say No to God's call? Do you make excuses about the Way of
Salvation not being for you? Are you looking for another way up, or, worse still,
have you decided you would rather stay down? The Way to Heaven has been
made exclusively for the use of God's people. Only by using that staircase can
they reach the place where they can be cleansed from their sins; there is no
bathroom on the ground floor. Only by using the staircase of faith can they obtain
the rest which is awaiting all believers; there are no bedrooms on the ground floor
either. Jesus said: "In my Father's house are many mansions (or rooms); if it were
not so, 1 would have told you. 1 go to prepare a place for you. And if 1 go and
prepare a place for you, 1 will come again, and receive you unto myself; that
where I am, there ye may be also" (John 14:2-3). If you feel the need of washing

L _
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and rest, it can only be because there is a place prepared for you up there. Jesus
said: "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me
I will in no wise cast out" (John 6:37). Don't let anyone discourage you from
coming to Jesus. "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us,
through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; and having an high priest over the house
of God; let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water"
(Hebrews 10:19-22).

"Trust and obey,
For there's no other way
To be happy in Jesus,
But to trust and obey."

May the Lord give you faith to trust and obey Him.

__ e __

Book Reviews
Authentic Christianity - Sermons on the Acts of the Apostles, Vol. 1, Chapters
1 to 3. D. M. L1oyd-Jones. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. viii+328, hardback. ISBN
085151 7765.

The sermons reprinted in this volume are, as with almost all of the Doctor's sermons, as
relevant today as they were when first preached. In one or two places certain
contemporary references are explained in footnotes. The Church situation is generally
unaltered from 1965, and society is no better either. Therefore these sermons speak as
much to us today as they did thirty-five years ago.

What sets these sermons apart from much on the Acts of the Apostles is the preacher's
conviction that the problems faced by the Church in Peter's day are the same as we face.
Therefore the course of action taken by Peter and his fellow apQstles, as guided by the
Holy Spirit, is the course we must take. In short, only absolute faith in the infallible and
inerrent Word of God, faithfully preached, will avail. Unless preachers are convinced that
the Word alone can deal with the rebellion, agnosticism, and immorality we see, we shall
be ill equipped to fulfil the Great Commission. The contemporary Church has, by and
large, lost confidence in the Gospel. The Doctor gives us ample reason for seeking the
restoration of confidence, based on its age-old power to convict and convert the godless.
This is in sharp contrast with the impotent bewailing of sin in our day, which the Church
generally feels unable to confront.

This book will encourage both ministers and lay members alike. The only criticism (and
it is a very minor one) is that the design of the book is not Banner at their best. The cover
is dull, and the margins are set so wide that the type goes into the spine, making reading
a little harder in places. The content, however, is without fault. E.J.M.
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Let's Study 2 Corinthians. Derek Prime. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. xiv+152,
paperback. £5.50. ISBN 0 85151 779 X.

The Lets Study series is aimed at "ordinary Christian people". It seeks to understand the
biblical message and apply its teachings. On the whole the study on 2 Corinthians does
this well.

The thirteen chapters of the Epistle are considered in twenty chapters in the study. The
(NIV) text is reproduced at the beginning, and there is a short paragraph summing up the
quoted passage, and beginning to point to the lessons that will be drawn from it. These
lessons are then set out, section by section, sometimes with subsections. Each of these is
brief, and they contain a good selection of cross-references to other relevant biblical
passages. The result is a compact study of the major teachings of the whole epistle.

The line generally taken by the author is very much the traditional conservative one,
and he seeks in every instance to draw from the text those truths that are eternal and
eternally relevant. Paul's teaching is sometimes given a slightly wider application than
the text would seem to necessarily allow (e.g. 6:14 is applied not only to marriage
but also to business dealings, and in some detail), but always with regard to the integrity
of the message. The style is easy, and the author is clearly concerned that readers
understand how biblical teaching should be worked out in practical Christian living. A
worthwhile read.

Evangelical Eloquence. R. L. Dabney. The Banner of Trust Trust. pp. 362, paper
back. £3.95. ISBN 0 85151 773 O.

Previously published by the Trust as Dabney on Preaching, this book is unlike most of the
newer works on the subject. The approach, though written in a style some will find
unfamiliar, is thoroughly practical. Dabney is not seeking to turn preaching into an art
form - rather the opposite. He seeks to show the preacher how the gift of oratory, as
applied in a spiritual and God-centred manner, ought to be sought, so that the preacher is
better able to speak to the wills of his hearers about the things of God.

Dabney distinguishes carefully between speeches, lectures and sermons; some
preachers may find their "sermons" condemned here as lectures. He points out that
intellectual conviction (apologctics) is not the aim of the preacher; rather he seeks to
mould on the heart of the hearer the image of Christ.

Subjccts include "The Text", where he shows that all preaching must be in context and
expository, no matter what the length of the text; "Cardinal Requisites of the Sermon",
that it must instruct, it must have a point, it must be faithful to the text; and "Sources and
Rules of Argument", that we must use Scripture as our primary source, with reason and
apologctics following far behind, and that the purpose of the argument is to lead the
hearer, step by step, toward the conclusion. Other matters covered include "Preparation",
"Style", and so on; all matters covered in most good treatments of the subject.

Dabney's peculiar significance is that he sees in preaching a real, God-given power. He
believes that preaching, and preaching alone, will 'convert men, when accompanied by the
inward work of the Holy Spirit. The preacher's calling is a high and responsible one; the
work of preaching is for the highest end. "The end of every oration ... is to make men
do. But the things which the sermon would make men do, are only the things of God."

E.J.M.
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Be Sure What You Believe. Joe Nesom. Evangelical Press. pp. 176. £7.95. ISBN
o85234 427 9.

Dr. Nesom lives in Jackson, 'Lousiana, where he has been Pastor of First Baptist Church
since 1983. He is a member of the Board of Founders Ministries, and also serves as a
contributing editor of The Founders Journal.

Many people ask today "What is Truth?". Christ and His apostles taught that there is a
body of truth which God has revealed and given to His people in the Holy Scriptures. We
need to know the great doctrines of the faith and see how they are intended to shape our
lives, so that we live in a way which reflects the glory of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

The author in twenty chapters outlines God's message and the Christian faith is simply
explained. Biblical questions are answered without flinching. The book can be given to
growing Christians and seekers alike. You can have confidence that they will have
available food for their souls.

Remember Him. James Waddelf Alexander. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 64,
paperback. £2.50. ISBN 0 85151 790 O.

What does the Lord's Supper represent? Who ought to come to it? What should they
think about before, during and after the service? These and related questions are answered
in this easily-read book. Its heart-warming account of Gospel truth will be appreciated,
not only by those coming to the Supper for the first time, but by all who seek to obey His
command to "remember Him" until He comes again.

James Waddel Alexander (1804-59) was both a pastor and a theological professor. He
ministered in New York at the time of the 1857-58 Revival.

Please obtain reviewed or advertised from your local Ch,'istuw b,ryoksho,p,
in a position to supply your req,uin'me,nts.




