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"They repented not to give Him the glory" (Revelation 16:9)

THE seven vials of wrath outpoured on earth were clearly a prophecy by John on
Patmos of the last days of the Roman Empire. The sufferings of the last of the
Romans were terrible under the Teutons, and they gnawed their tongues for pain
and blasphemed. Yet they repented not to give God the glory.

There is a second fulfillment of these outpoured vials of wrath as the end of all
things draws near. Who can know for certain when those days are? But sinners
will behave just like the last days of Rome again. This is because it is then too
late, the horrors of such a time stop quiet reflection, or understanding God's way
of repentance. We need to repent now.

Most repentance is man-centred. Outward reformation is highly prized as the
way to save society. The courts, the Social Services, the prison system,
counselling, vast sums from taxes, and certain charities, are all dedicated to this.
Fear drives this along. The fear of society breaking up, business and profit being
interfered with, the peace and quiet of godless enjoyment being spoiled by crime.
Fear of loss of health, job, marriage, and children, all make men repent, but do not
touch the heart. God looketh upon the heart.

Men caught in disasters, or watching them, repent, but it is mostly a fleeting
business, and when all is safely past they return to their old ways. Human
repentance is never allowed to interfere with the inmost control of men's own
lives. They keep the key of their hearts, remain masters in their own house, and if
that means a less thorough change, then so be it. In fact it is exchanging one set
of sins for another: passion for pride, and bad behaviour self-righteousness. Christ
said that the last state of that man would be worse than the first.
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Suicide is a sort of repentance, but it is rebellion, not submission. It rushes
uncalled into the presence of God, being ignorant of or even refusing God's way
of escape, and so it leads to even greater sin, self-murder. No man can produce
God-glorifying repentance unless the Holy Spirit works it in him.

How may I know if I am truly repentant? Repentance sees as God sees. It talks
;to God this way: "Lord, I am a sinner, and I confess my sin. I have no excuse, and
I am worse than even I know. I am evil in Thy sight. Let me see my sin clearly
and quit it now. I make no excuses, blame no one else. Lord, all You have ever
done to me, I deserved thoroughly, and more. Spare my life, Holy One."

Then it agrees with God in every point in the Bible. It agrees it has no claim on
God, deserves nothing, and accepts His Word. But above all it looks to Christ and
says: "Lord Jesus, who died for sinners, and so for me, who took the punishment
of my sin upon the cross, hide me in Thy blood from the eyes of a holy God. I
trust Thee, Lord Jesus! And it goes on, "Make me holy and good through and
through. I long just to be like the Lord Jesus. I fear above all offending my God."
You may also know whether repentance is true by this sign: deep repentance

• sweetens suffering in exactly the same way as rebellion against God in pain and
loss, embitters every cup.

The only repentance God accepts is what gives Him the glory.

_e_

A Lesson from Disaster
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE EDITOR

"Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish" (Luke 13:5)

THE terrible attack and loss of life in New York and Washington has revealed the
thoughts of many hearts, producing a bewildering array of unsatisfying answers
as to what was wrong and what now needs doing. Millions have tried to put their
finger on the truth underlying the events. All their thoughts have one thing in
common: they are largely worthless. They contain some truths, but also mUddled,
wrong thinking. Therefore any action, or even refraining from action resulting
from such reasoning, will worsen matters.

What is the truth about this awful tragedy? Let us turn to the only one capable
of answering this, our Lord Jesus Christ, for He never avoided giving straight
answers to those needing them, however unpopular. Indeed He lost His life by
straight dealing, so we may expect the complete, true, and honest answer we need.

Let us hear Him apportion blame, pronounce the final word on all such
tragedies and give the only satisfying answer we shall ever hear.
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1. WHO IS TO BlAME?
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Is it any side using force? This is a favourite answer today; American super
power military force needs dealing with, as well as terrorism. They think that is
being fair! Let us turn to the Bible. Luke's Gospel chapter 13 tells us that when
lhe Lord was in Jerusalem certain hearers present at that time told him of the
murder by Pilate of some Galileans, mingling their blood with their sacrifices.
Why did the questioners bring in Pilate's name, and bring it in first? Why else but
in order to get Christ to blame Pilate? Although we do not know of this particular
evenl apart from Luke's account, we know Pilate's record was such that this is just
lhe sort of unprovoked beastliness he was capable of, in desecrating the Temple,
oUlraging Jewish feelings, and showing an utter disregard for the sacredness of
human life.

In Pilate's eyes Galileans were troublemakers and sympathizers with the
zealots who were terrorists. The incident fits the man. In Jewish eyes Pilate was
lhe Roman colonialist. He was the military and political arm of Rome, the
super-power of the day. So they put forward to be judged by Christ, a man who
alone and the same time represents the super-power's military might, and the
lerrorists' outrage.

Would our Lord condemn in Pilate all barbarous terrorism, and by the same
loken the other side's, super-power military force? Look at His answer. He
pointedly ignores Pilate. That silence could not be missed by his hearers. He takes
neither side, yet here speaks "the Truth". Politicians have a very different way of
avoiding plain answers.

Or is it some secret wickedness on the part of the ones attacked? The
bystanders wanted Our Lord to confirm their belief that to be struck down in the
midst of sacrificing was proof of God's especial wrath, proving there was some
great sin hidden in the past lives of the Galileans, so He uses Pilate's soldiers to
wreak heaven's vengeance on them. Jerusalem dwellers had no high view of
Galileans. His answer is of interest here, as one of the very first letters I heard sent
in to the BBC about this present tragedy was by an English minister, blaming
America. The papers here are full of quiet satisfaction at seeing America get its
"comeuppance". Our Lord deals with this suggestion in one terse word, "Nay"
"No, not at all, and that is that." He could not be more discouraging to such a
view. He rules it out. America is not especially sinful.

2. DOES ONE ANSWER APPLY TO ALL OUTRAGES
AND DISASTERS?

Yes, it does. Christ deliberately deals with this aspect, by bringing in another case,
that of the tragedy when a tower in Siloam fell upon eighteen men, in what our
insurance documents would call "an act of God". The background to this is in all
likelihood an incident when Herod seized the Temple dues, God's money. He



wanted to do good to Jerusalem, and even more to himself. So he used the money
to build an aqueduct into the city to bring in good. wholesome water. We know
when he was building it one of the supporting structures collapsed. The hearers
would have felt that to be gaining a livelihood off stolen temple money showed
the builders were marked out for God's vengeance. It is to this incident our Lord
likely alludes. But whether He did or not is not important. The point is that He
includes all possible types of disaster, man-made and natural, in order that no one
could ever say, "But our disaster is unique. It is different." No, our Lord's answer
covers every disaster that ever was or will be.

Is His answer final? He then adjudicates the matter. He repeats himself for
force and emphasis, meaning that this is the final truth concerning all such
tragedies. Thus the only diagnosis today worth anything, is one which includes all
tragedies in one explanation, either caused by men, or natural disasters. What
happened in New York in 2001 must have the same explanation as what happened
say, in Pompeii in 79 AD when it was overwhelmed by volcanic action, or in any
other tragedy in the history of man. None of the thousands of words I have heard
are anywhere near Christ's in comprehensiveness.
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3. WHY THEN IS THIS ANSWER SO FINALA~D SO SATISFYING?

It is supremely simple, so even a simple-minded person can understand every
word. There are two types of brilliance in explaining any matter. Of one, you say
afterwards in awe: "My, but he must he clever to understand such complexities!"
Of the other you say: "That was simple, I could follow e\ery word!" The man
who thoroughly understands a suhject is easy to follow. He goes straight to the
heart of it. He makes it all so plain. Our Lord's answer is such that a child
can follow. Today's explanations are complex, and so prove the matter is beyond
their understanding.

11 is so brief. The brevity of His one sentence answer contrasts with the
long-winded, many-faceted explanations now heing given. The airwaves and
papers are replete with them and that after most have been treated with the silence
they deserve. Only a few, the best, are even published! Their length alone proves
them inadequate.

11 stands so far above all other answers. All others are partisan, even if they
claim not to be. They take onc side or the other. They seek to justify one side.
They speak of either freedom fighters or terrorists. All their answers are based on
human emotions and policies. and so have an obviously unfair element in them,
even those advocating non-retribution (which is unfair to the dead and maimed).
Christ's answer is on an altogether higher level. It deals with all exactly alike, and
with obvious justice.

This is because it brings God in. The Lord's answer puts the matter in God's
hands, introducing judgement and eternity, meaning it is not sufficient to seek an
explanation at the purely human level. Yet God is deliberately shut out of most
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British answers today, so we may be quite sure they are useless. This is not just a
society problem, deprivation causing bitterness, or wealth causing arrogance.
Again, Pilate was not justified by socio-economic and political reasons for using
money taken from God. Nor even the workmen by the pressing need of making a
livelihood. Christ condemns very much in British society today by these words.
Have we not kept our heads down whenever justice required us to act, especially
over Israel? Immunity from terror may be bought too dear.

But above all, because it is personal, tailored to each human alive then and
now. Our Lord's answer sets itself against the perverseness of so many who when
they hear of public calamities, are much more inclined to direct their look without
than within.

Abandon all your thoughts. He starts with the words, "Suppose ye?" In His
beautiful way, our Lord accuses all human thought of being valueless. "The Lord
knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain. " God says of men, that laid
in the balance they are altogether lighter than vanity. He accuses human thinking
of being mere supposition, baseless, without solidity, fragmented and changeable.
He goes on to deliberately contradict it by starting emphatically with the word,
Nay. Could there be a stronger denial of all human thinking on the causes of
tragedy? Thus to receive any light on this subject, we must abandon our own
thoughts and listen to Christ Jesus.

Befair. The true answer includes every man who has ever lived upon earth who
has not yet repented. This is the wonderful thing about the Lord's explanation,
it is eminently fair. It takes neither Pi late or Herod's side, nor that of those
sacrificing or just happening to be under the tower when it suddenly collapses.
The hearers think that to have been struck down in the midst of such a sacred task
as sacrifice, proves extra sinfulness and God's special displeasure with them.
Now millions, not least in Britain, are saying: "There is an underlying reason for
this in the behaviour of the USA. Men have just cause to be angry with them.
They must be the worst Western sinners, worse than us in their politics and use of
power." Our Lord says, "No!"

What happened in Washington and Manhattan will be your fate. Instead, our
Lord points the finger directly at His hearers standing around Him, "Except ye
repent, ye shall all likewise perish. " This is the truth of this tragedy. Those
horrible balls of fire, the buildings crashing down, are expanded by Christ to
include every last tragedy you can name. You personally will die the second death
that way. The terrors of freezing death on the sinking Titanic, the full horrors of
every worst things ever to happen on earth, says Christ, will be your lot after the
death of the body, unless you repent.

Repent! Repent! Those victims and perpetrators are but human sinners exactly
the same as us who remain alive. And we are due for just such a fate unless we
repent. The terribleness of hell and judgement comes over in our Lord's answer.
Whether Muslim, Westerner or whoever, whether they believe they are fighting
Allah's battles, doing their duty in finance, defence or travel, none are innocent in



God's sight, however clear their consciences. Short of having repented, all will
share the same lost eternity of the eternal wrath of God. The only difference
between them and the rest of the world is that we are left opportunity for
repentance. You will say: "But some of those did a terrible thing. How can we
law-abiding citizens be the same." Christ leaves degrees of guilt and punishment
to God to decide at the judgement day. Your pressing business is to repent of your
own sins.

What an answer! Nothing left unanswered, no issue shirked, but in one
simple sentence we are made to see the truth about all governments and all
terrorists, those trapped beneath the rubble, and we who are left. All must repent
or perish eternally.
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

GOD GAVE ME EYES

I HAVE to go to the optician regularly to get new glasses because my eyesight is
not as good as it used to be. I can no longer read the numbers in the telephone
directory without the help of my glasses. How I appreciate my glasses but how
much more should I appreciate the gift of eyesight itself.

The eye is an amazingly complex and intricate organ receiving messages and
transmitting them to our brain. We are able to see where we are going, to notice
any approaching dangers, to admire the beauty of our surroundings, to see the
expressions on the faces of our family and friends. All these are wonderful
blessings from God our Creator - He made our eyes - and gave us the gift
of eyesight.

Perhaps we never think about the gift of eyesight - we take it for granted.
A friend of mine has just had an operation to remove a fine film from the surface
of her eye. This is called a cataract. Her vision had become blurred and she
could hardly read. What a difference after her operation. How she appreciates the
gift of eyesight.

Blind Bartimaeus sat by the roadside begging. He shouted out to Jesus as He
walked along the road. Jesus called him over. "What do you want?" Jesus asked
him. "Lord, that I might receive my sight," was his reply. What a difference that
must have made to his life.

God who formed the eye, can see everything that we do. Nothing is hidden
from Him. The eyes of the Lord are in every place, we are told in the book of
Proverbs, beholding the evil and the good. This should affect how we live and
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how we use our eyes. What we see has a big impact on our minds. We should be
careful that we read only what is pure and wholesome. We should be selective
about what we watch on the television. Jesus describes the eye as the light of the
body. If your eye is pure, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is
evil then your whole body will be full of terrible darkness. We should ask the Lord
who made our eye, to keep our vision pure and pleasing to Him, remembering
that He sees all. All things are naked and open unto the eyes of Him with whom
we have to do.

Thank God for your eyesight but also ask Him for spiritual eyesight. "Open
my eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law," is a good prayer to
have as we read God's Word. This does not refer to our physical eyes but to the
understanding of our minds.

Blind Bartimaeus' eyes were opened so that he could see Jesus. It is vital that
the "eyes" of our souls are opened so that we can see Jesus in a spiritual way and
love Him and follow Him.

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing words from the verses. Your answers will spell out the name of
the gift that God has given us.

1. Turn away mine from beholding vanity. Psalm 119:37.

2. The eyes of the Lord thy God are always upon it (the land), from the beginning
of the even unto the end of the year. Deuteronomy 11:12.

3. The eyes of the Lord . . . run to and fro through the whole _
Zechariah 4: 10.

4. One thing I know, whereas I was blind, now I . John 9:25.

5. Jesus ... touched their eyes and their eyes received sight and they
followed him. Matthew 20:34.

6. For his (God's) eyes are upon the ways of man, and he seeth all his
____. Job 34:21.

7.0 God.... My sins are not from thee. Psalm 69:5.

8. Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous out of thy law.
Psalm 119:18.

"This same Jesus" is one of the chief watchwords of my faith. I constantly recur
to it, and I think it will be my comfort in the dark valley.

gg-~-



WHETHER it is comforting grieving relatives or traumatised emergency workers
at the site of a major rail incident, or chatting with a group of train drivers in
their mess room, or speaking one-to-one with a rail worker, the Railway Mission
Chaplains continue a work which began in 188l.

During October 2001 the RAILWAY MISSION is celebrating 120 years of
active service to staff working at all levels within the rail industry. A series of
Thanksgiving Services are to be held in key locations throughout the country 
London, York, and Birmingham.

From the earliest days of railways there has been concern for the moral and
spiritual welfare of the large workforce. Mission to rail staff grew throughout
America and South Africa in particular during the mid 1800s and in Britain the
Railway Boy's Mission worked to bring hope and care to wayward and sometimes
homeless young people. Many were given the opportunity of entering into
apprenticeships within the growing railway industry.

At a committee meeting of the Railway Boy's Mission in 1881 the decision was
taken to bring together many of these strands of Christian activity devoted to the
rail industry and the RAILWAY MISSION was formed. The Mission grew
quickly, funded by both concerned individuals and some leading Christian
railway managers. Within one year the first "Railway Signal" had been published
and a National Conference held. Some of the leading Railway Companies assisted
the Mission by donating land or offering peppercorn rents to enable places of
Christian worship to be constructed. These ranged from humble Tin Tabernacles
through to substantial Church buildings.

For almost a century the work of the RAILWAY MISSION revolved largely
around these places of worship - the Mission Halls. By the end of the 19th century
there were about 400 such Mission Halls and the appointed superintendents
ministered to the needs of railway workers and their families in the area.

By the end of the 1960s the railway industry was no longer growing but rapidly
contracting. Modern working practices were shrinking the size of the workforce
and greater prosperity for staff was resulting in an increasing number migrating
to live away from the immediate area where they worked. To meet these changing
circumstances the RAILWAY MISSION decided to accelerate the move, already
established, away from Mission Hall based ministry to a more far-reaching one
with Chaplains covering designated areas of the rail network, meeting staff at
their places of work. Instead of investing time and resources to the upkeep of
buildings the RAILWAY MISSION has increasingly concentrated on Meeting
People and Meeting their Needs.

The Mission has never been connected to anyone particular denomination and
in today's modern-day, multi-cultural society, approaches each problem with
sensitivity and care. The Mission's work complements the welfare services

188 The Gospel Magazine

On Track with a Mission
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offered by employers to ensure that all employees receive the sort of pastoral care
which they deserve.

As the 21st century gathers momentum the railway industry continues to adjust
to the major reorganisation associated with the privatisation of the industry. The
14 Railway Chaplains now find themselves working with staff from many
different railway companies. The size and nature of the rail industry has changed
dramatically since those formative years at the close of the 19th century. But,
many of the personal problems encountered by rail staff have changed very little.
Marriage breakdown, serious illness, bereavement, financial difficulties, stress or
drug or alcohol related problems, all can be deeply distressing. The affect of such
problems touches not only the individual concerned but also their families and
work colleagues.

The RAILWAY MISSION is not a nine-to-five service. Just like the railway
industry itself the Mission's Chaplains are available round-the-clock. They are
used to being called to emergency situations. The Chaplains are strategically
located throughout the railway industry and the Mission is managed by an
Executive Director based in Doncaster and a small Executive Committee.

All railway workers and interested supporters are invited to join in the
Anniversary Thanksgiving Services. By so doing they will demonstrate support
for the continuation of the founding aim of the Mission - to communicate the
good news of the Christian message to staff working in the railway industry and
to provide a listening ear, advice and counsel to give help in times of difficulty
and stress.

_e_··

Adoption
STAN K. EVERS (Potton, Beds)

CHRISTIANS are rich because God has given them "all spiritual blessings ... in
Christ" (Ephesians 1:3). The source of these "spiritual blessings" is God's choice
of His people (Ephesians 1:4). We read in Ephesians 1 that from the fountain of
election flow many other blessings - blessings for the present: adoption and
acceptance (verses 5-6), blessings from the past: redemption and forgiveness
(verse 7) and blessings for the future: inheritance and sealing (verses 11-14).

In this article I want us to think about the blessing of adoption. "Having
predestined us unto the adoption ofchildren by Jesus Christ to himself, according
to the good pleasure of his will" (verse 5).

We ask four questions ...

---------------------- .--...l



Question 1. What is meant by adoption?
We need to understand how first century Romans used this term adoption. "If a
rich person had no natural heir, to whom he could leave his riches, he would look
around for someone outside his family who would be worthy of inheriting his
wealth. He would then adopt him. Absolutely everything he had was now going
to go into good hands. It was this practice which Paul had in mind when he spoke
of adoption" (Stuart Olyott).

The rich man looked for someone who he considered suitable and worthy. He
did not adopt the beggar sitting outside his gate. Who does God choose as His
children? Wrongdoers and failures! God adopts sinners into His family! The
theme of adoption highlights God's grace. He adopts whom He wants and He
adopts those who do not deserve adoption. To use Paul's own words, all that God
does is "according to the good pleasure of his will" (Ephesians 1:5).

Furthermore, this blessing of adoption comes to us "by Jesus Christ" (verse 5);
we are sons because of the death of God's eternal Son as our sin-bearer on
the cross.
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Question 2. What are the privileges of adoption?
1. We may talk to God as a child talks to his father. Jesus taught us to pray, "Our
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name (Matthew 6:9). The
endearment "Father" is balanced by the word "Hallowed". Boldness and
reverence go hand in hand when we come to our divine Father.

Our heavenly Father "knoweth what things" we "have need of before" we ask
Him (Matthew 6:8). Just as a parent, especially a mother, understands the needs
of the small crying baby and can interpret the indistinct baby talk of the toddler
learning to speak, so God reads the desires of our heart. The mother anticipates
the need of her child, so does God our caring Father.

2. We may depend on God to provide all our needs. Later in Matthew 6 we
read Jesus' teaching about worry. "Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what
ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?
Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather
into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than
they? . .. Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What
shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? ... for your heavenly
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom
of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you"
(verses 25-33).

Jesus calls God our "heavenly Father" in contrast to a human father. Human
fathers sometimes fail their children and may be unable to provide for their
children but our heavenly Father is perfect. He never has and never will fail any
of His children.
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3. We are loved with the same love that God has for His Son. We read in
Ephesians 1:6 that God "hath made us accepted in the beloved". These words look
back to God's declaration of His love to His Son at His baptism and at His
transfiguration. "And la a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased" (Matthew 3: 17, 17:5). God loves His adopted sons with
the same kind of love with which He loves His eternal Son. Therefore, we may
say that God can never love us more than He loves us now!

4. God's love to his children is never-ending and unchanging. Wrapped up in
the word "beloved" is the thought that God's love to His eternal Son is permanent
and unchanging, He also loves His adopted sons with a never-dying love! God's
love for His sons began before time and continues through time and reaches on
to eternity.

Adoption is a wonderful privilege, but privilege brings responsibility.
Therefore we ask a third question ...

Question 3. What are the responsibilities of adoption?

1. We take on the family likeness. Again we turn to Jesus' teaching in the Sermon
on the Mount. "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is
perfect" (Matthew 5:48). How is this possible? Because He has done what no
adoptive father can do - He has given us His own nature. To quote Peter, we are
"partakers of the divine nature" (2 Peter 1:4). We do not become mini-gods, but
we do aim to become more and more like God, our holy Father, in our conduct.
We do this as we practice our Father's commands, given to us in the Bible, and
through the power of our Father's Spirit who lives within us.

2. We accept discipline from our wise and patient Father. This is the teaching of •
Hebrews 12:5-11. Discipline is an inevitable part of sonship. "My son, despise not
thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.
If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he
whom the father chasteneth not?" (verses 5-7).

The purpose of discipline is to make us like God. One day we will be perfectly
like God our holy Father! Meanwhile we are disciplined. This discipline is an
expression of our Father's love for us. His love means that He does not hurt any
of His children. Sadly, some human fathers cause their children pain by walking
out of the family home or in extreme cases some fathers even physically or
sexually abuse their children. Our heavenly Father is always kind and good 
even when he allows some painful experience as part of His wise discipline.
When in pain we remember that we are precious to God. He chose to adopt us as
His children!

Question 4. What is the proof of adoption?

To put that question another way: "How can I know that I am a child of God?"

.. ~
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1. Children trust their father. Turning back to Ephesians 1, we read in verse 12,
that we "trusted in Christ". Trusting means that we depend on Christ alone for the
forgiveness of our sins. Implied in the word "trusted" is repentance. "Trusted"
also means that we depend on Him as we seek His daily help through prayer.

2. Children listen to their father. Likewise, we ask God for guidance and aim to
please Him. We must not become rebellious and self-willed children!

3. Children love their father. If human children love a human father how more
should we love our heavenly Father? Are you trusting, listening to and loving
the heavenly Father? Then you are a child of God! You have been adopted into
His family!

Imagine for a moment that Judgement Day has arrived. What a comfort then to
know that we are adopted by God! But what if we are not adopted? We will face
banishment forever from the Father's eternal home. Oh, but what joy to see Him
and be like Him for evermore!

.-~

_e_

Waiting on the Lord
D. J. BRADSHAW (Brooke Chapel)

"Wait on the Lord: be ofgood courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: ."
wait, I say, on the Lord" (Psalm 27:14) ~

THIS is a Psalm of strong confidence in the Lord. It may well have been written
when David was under severe persecution from Saul, as often in danger of his
life. But he had learned this invaluable lesson expressed in verse 1 of the Psalm 
"The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength
of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?" And the last verse of this Psalm, at which
we shall be looking, is totally dependent on the first. The one is the follow-on
from the other.

The whole core of all true religion lies in personal contact with the Lord
Jehovah as my light and my salvation. To David that would mean that the Lord
was his guide and king - the One to whom he looked for guidance in every aspect
of his life, and the One who was personally his salvation from sin. David wholly
believed in the sacrificial system - the shedding of blood for the forgiveness of
sin. But he also believed that it was not possible for the blood of bulls and goats
to really take away sin, and that these only pointed forward to Him who was to
come to be the final and perfect fulfilment of all these types and shadows. He was
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looking ahead to the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ - the Lamb of God - the one
true and holy sacrifice for sin. And this coming One would be "the Lord". David
saw the coming of the Lord Jesus afar off, and believed on Him for his salvation.

We today have the full facts. The Lord Jehovah has come to the world in the
Person of Jesus of Nazareth. God has come in human form to be the only salvation
from sin by His sacrificial death on Calvary. What a glorious mercy if, by His
grace, we can truly say, of the Divine yet human Person of the Lord Jesus, "The
Lord is my life and my salvation". To Him I look for guidance in every aspect of
my life, and for my total salvation from all sin.

I do just want to emphasise at this point how personal and individual this is.
Not just believing in a set of rules, but living contact with the living Person of
the Lord Jesus Christ. So that we can truly say "the Lord is my personal light
on life's pathway, and He is personally my salvation from sin". And if we are
like that it will always lead to a life of waiting on the Lord. So let us ask the
question -

1. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO WAIT ON THE LORD?

This is vitally important. The Hebrew word is quavah. It means to hope strongly,
to trust absolutely, to trust constantly, to expect, to wait constantly until we
receive what we are waiting for. And what is more, the Hebrew is in what is
known as a "Piel" conjugation, which means violently - strongly. No faint hope,
but the kind of spirit Jacob had when he cried out, "I will not let thee go except
thou bless me". There are faint hopes, and strong hopes, but there are hopes which
simply will not let go, and it is this waiting on the Lord which is meant in our text. .
An absolute refusal to stop waiting, or to let go of our hope.

But let me ask some questions. What is it that you are waiting for? What do you
really want from the Lord? Remember that this is not just a patient waiting, but a
bold and absolutely importunate waiting.

Is it for a closer walk with Him?

Then plead for it. Take it to Him. Pour out your heart before Him in the spirit of

that hymn - "0 for a closer walk with God,
A calm and heavenly frame;
A light to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb."

Is that what you really want? It is a right and good desire, and He recognises it
as such. But His way of answering it may not be what you expect. He is leading
you on, but do not be surprised if His first answer is to increase your sense of
distance from Him! His way is not our way - it is far better - and by giving you
a greater sense of distance from Him, He may well be sharpening your appetite!
So He says: "Be strong - be of good courage - be firm and undaunted - press on."

. =- .~
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"Lord, it is my chief complaint
That my love is cold and faint. ..~
Yet I love Thee and adore.
o for grace to love Thee more."

If that is a picture of you, then be sure that you are in that condition because the
grace of God is in you, and He will assuredly finish His work of grace until at last
you are absolutely caught up to that place where your whole soul is love. In the
meantime, wait upon Him with violence and give Him no rest.

Is it for a stronger faith?

Is this the great longing of your inmost soul? Do you often feel that your faith is
weak and feeble? You long to be a man or woman of great faith, but find that you
cannot yourself create such faith within yourself. Sometimes we feel very much
like Bunyan's character, "Little Faith", don't we? Do you personally long for a
great faith - an overcoming faith which will remove mountains to the glory of
God? Then wait upon Him for it. Plead at His throne of grace. Be importunate 
ask and go on asking, seek and go on seeking, knock and go on knocking. Be of
good courage. Be of good courage and be violent in your praying. But do not be
surprised if all the answer you seem to get is the deeper trying of your faith.
Newton sums up this apparently strange experience in his unforgettable verses:

"I asked the Lord that I might grow in wisdom, love, and every grace,
Might more of His salvation know, and seek more earnestly His face.
I thought that in some favoured hour at once He'd answer my request
And by His love's constraining power subdue my sins and give me rest.

Instead of this He made me feel the hidden evils of my heart
And bade the angry powers of hell assault my soul in every part.
Nay, more, with His own hand He seemed intent to aggravate my woe,
Crossed all the fair designs I schemed, blasted my gourds and laid me low.

Lord! Why is this, I trembling cried. Wilt Thou pursue Thy worm to death?
'Tis in this way, the Lord replied, I answer prayers for grace and faith!
These inward trials I employ from sin and self to set thee free
And break thy schemes of earthly joy, that thou may'st find thy all in Me. "
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For in the last analysis a strong faith is one which feels its weakness, and
therefore simply has to lean harder on the promises of God. A strong faith brings
us to the end of ourselves and forces us to look to Him alone.

Is it for deeper holiness that you long?

We feel our sinfulness, our coldness and lack of holiness very acutely. We long to
be more Christlike, more holy, and nearer to the Lord in our daily living, but we
cannot just make ourselves like that. Strive after true holiness we should - indeed
we must, but we cannot attain to what we want, and are often deeply conscious of
sin and spiritual lethargy to our great sorrow and shame. Yet true holiness is not
just a feeling but a fact. To be truly holy is not to feel holy - that could easily lead
to spiritual pride. True sanctification is not a greater feeling of holiness, but a
deeper reliance on the finished work of the Lord Jesus, and being brought lower
in our own esteem. Yes! Wait on the Lord with violence for deeper sanctification,
but realise that such waiting will lead to a deepening sense of unholiness, and
bring us lower rather than higher in our own esteem. The Pharisees prided
themselves on their holiness, but they were far too proud to come to the Lord
Jesus in the spirit of Toplady's hymn - "Nothing in my hand 1 bring. Simply to
Thy Cross 1 cling." Let us realise that true holiness consists of resting wholly on
the blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, and being made lowly and
humble in heart and mind as we seek by grace to walk in His footsteps. Wait on
Him for that.

Is it for more light upon His Word?
This is indeed something we all really and deeply need. Greater understanding
spiritually of the deep things of His Word. Let us then wait upon Him with
violence for this. Beg Him, before we begin to read the Holy Scriptures, to reveal
to us more of His being, His truth, His love, His holiness, and wait upon Him in
the reading of it with violence, saying to Him, "I will not let thee go except
thou bless me."

2. BUT EXACTLY HOW ARE WE TO WAIT UPON THE LORD?

With "good courage". This is really an amplification and extension of the word to
"Wait". The Hebrew word used here is the word chazach, which is translated six
times, as here, "to be of good courage". But it is translated elsewhere "to be
strong" forty times, and "to prevail" eight times.

Now, we have already seen that waiting on the Lord is far from passive, but
active to the point of violence. Why then this extra word "good courage" with its
underlying meaning "prevailing"? It seems to me that the whole emphasis in
waiting on the Lord is on this inflexible determination not to let Him go until
we receive what we are seeking. The verse would surely be strong enough if it
simply said "wait on the Lord" in the sense we have already seen. But no! This
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is not unnecessary duplication. The Holy Spirit makes no errors in His
verbal inspiration of Holy Scripture. There is not a word too many or too
few - praise His Name! So what is the Holy Spirit really saying here? I believe
that the message is very clear. It is really an underlining of what has already been
said, and that is that we are to wrestle with the Lord until by violence and
determination and a refusal to give up, we obtain that which we are seeking, to
His glory.

This is, of course, brought out strongly in the teaching of our Lord Jesus when
He said, "Ask and ye shall receive", and this means in the Greek of the New
Testament, "Ask and go on asking". And this is followed by "Seek and go on
seeking - knock and go on knocking". The picture is of the man in Luke's Gospel
who would give his neighbour no peace until he gave him food. Jesus said,
"Although he will not rise and give him because he is his friend, yet because of
his importunity (and the word means something like barefacedness) he will rise
and give him as many as he needs". The man in a real sense worried his neighbour
and would not let go, just like the woman and the unjust judge. She literally
worried the judge and made a nuisance of herself till she obtained what she
wanted. This is the New Testament explanation of our text..1

It is enormously exciting, isn't it? This is what is meant by waiting on the Lord
and being of good courage. It is this refusal to take "No" for an answer. Do you
think that is going too far? Then I ask you, "What else can the teaching of both
Old and New Testaments mean? I confess I have felt real excitement in meditating
on this text. It is equivalent to "The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the
violent take it by force". Do you see it? Do you feel it? Do you act upon it? God
help us to do so. But we must proceed and work this matter through.

3. AND HE SHALL STRENGTHEN THINE HEART

This is a categoric promise from the God who cannot lie. C. H. Spurgeon remarks:
"He can lay the plaster right upon the weak place. Let the heart be strengthened
and the whole machine of humanity is strengthened and filled with power. A
strong heart makes a strong man." There is a sublime definiteness in this categoric
promise. He shall do it. Not He may do it if it is His will. It is His will to
strengthen those who wait upon Him, and He will never in a single instance fail
you. Bishop T. Ken wrote in the 17th century-

"Stand but your ground - your ghostly foes will fly;
Hell trembles at a heaven-directed eye.
Devote yourself to God, and you will find
God fights the battles of a will resigned."

But I must hurry to the final point which stands out in this thrilling passage, and
it is the repetition of the word "wait."
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4. WAIT, I SAY, UPON THE LORD

Why this repetition? The Holy Spirit has already inspired the word "wait". Is not
that enough? Again, I believe that every word of Scripture is inspired by the Holy
Spirit, and there are no surplus words in His blessed Book. So why this repetition
of the word "wait"? It is because here that we can so easily fail. When God seems
to delay His answers (seems, I say, for His timing is always exactly right), then it
is that we can so easily become weak and cease to wait upon Him. We need, when
He seems to delay in strengthening our hearts, to wait upon Him all the more.
To lay hold upon Him and on His promise, and say to Him, though it be in much
darkness of mind and SOUl, " I will not let thee go except thou bless me". We need
to remind ourselves that His timing is always perfect, but that He tries our faith in
order to strengthen it, and we must wrestle with Him. As Newton says -

"Begone unbelief. My Saviour is near
And for my relief will surely appear.
By prayer let me wrestle, and He will perform;
With Christ in the vessel I smile at the storm.

Though dark be my way, since He is my guide
'Tis mine to obey, "tis His to. provide.
Though cisterns be broken and creatures all fail,
The Word He has spoken shall surely prevail.

There is no possible doubt about it, for His Word is as infallible and
unchangeable as He Himself, and His people's triumph is as certain as the very
existence of God Himself. Wait, then, on the Lord. Be of good courage and He
shall strengthen thine heart. Wait, I say, upon the Lord.

_e_

Striving for Clarity
THE EDITOR

A READER has written saying that some of the words being used in the Gospel
Magazine are beyond anyone who like the letter-writer, left school at fourteen.
Let me say at once that I agree, and am most grateful to have this pointed out.
As editor, I accept the blame and will do my best to put it right.

We who contribute articles need to keep our words simple. It is an old saying
that most preachers greatly underrate the intelligence of their hearers, but equally
overrate their general knowledge. In a way it is easier to slip into preacher's
jargon than attempt to sit down where the hearers sit. Churchill said that he had
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to stay in the lower forms of Harrow school because he was a slow pupil, and
there he was taken through simple English, time and again. The result was that
he mastered Anglo-Sa;:on prose, and could later talk to the hearts of men in
homely words.

The letter-writer has thoughtfully given a list of examples taken from the last
two magazines of some of the offending words. Those may be divided into four
classes of word. Mamertine is the name of a foreign place, a prison where Paul is
said to have spent his last days on earth. Place names cannot be changed or
simplified. The other foreign word given is a propos, and whilst hundreds of
foreign words like "khaki" are used because we do not have any other word for
them, in this case there is an English equivalent, "about" or "concerning".

The second type includes Bible words such as: besetting (used in Hebrews 12:1
what we cannot easily get quit of, which hems us in); discomfited (used quite
often, as in Psalm 18:14 troubled, set-back, often meaning defeated, destroyed);
imputed (used, amongst other places in Romans 4:22 of something credited or
reckoned to another, as our sins being reckoned to Christ, His righteousness to
us); omnipotence (used in Revelation 19:6 for all-powerfulness, almightiness),
and precepts (used often as in Psalm 119:4 for orders, commandments). Some AV
Bible words are not in everyday use, and bringing them up to date, except when
actually quoting from the Bible, can be helpful. However any look at modern
translations in general shows they often fail to give a better explanation of the
original word, although they are undoubtedly in more popular English.

The third type includes technical words like apostasy (going back from
Christ like a traitor); beatific (blessed); codicil (a footnote explaining a will);
existentially (a huge idea in philosophy. The easiest way of explaining it is to
prick yourself with a pin and ask, "am I really here, or am I only an illusion?");
plagiarism (stealing ideas and words); socinianism (two men both called Socinus,
wrongly taught that Christ died only to make us imitate Him, not as a sacrifice for
sin to God, as sinners can reform themselves); supererogation (doing more good
works than are necessary for salvation, a Roman Catholic wrong teaching); votary
(one bound by a vow); and worldling (one who is devoted to worldly possessions
and ways, not God's things).

Any school-leaver who goes into any job has to learn technical words, and
this is true of every different area of human thought. No trade can be learned,
nothing studied, without meeting special words. This is true of the Bible also, and
that is one reason why we go to church, where preachers explain the difficult
words and ideas in the Bible to us, and where we can see them lived out around
us. There is an idle sort of Christian who is irregular in attendance, absent from
Bible studies, minimal in personal devotions, and unwilling to bother to learn.
Such shut off once the preaching starts, and certainly do not bother with the
Gospel Magazine.

However preachers can get into lazy ways and sloppy, bad jargon. A man once
told me he was then taking a girl just saved out of Islam round to several good
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churches to make sure she had understood the Gospel. He said the preachers
preached the Gospel, and were earnest about it. Yet they used such words that
whilst he who had been to church all his life and through Cambridge and London
Universities could just about follow, she was at an utter loss to understand the
preaching, although intelligent and hungry for it. Jargon is a bad habit, a sort of
preaching code or shorthand, which only churchgoers, and only some of those,
can follow. It saves the preacher much trouble, and has a false spirituality.

The fourth type listed includes difficult words like bedewing (covering with
dew or tears); chimera (an idle, wild fancy); equanimity (at peace over,
untroubled about); importunate (to press tirelessly and urgently); pliant (supple,
easily bent), and propensities (inclinations, tendencies towards). These are
examples of more complicated words that are avoidable, but mostly would need
several words to get over the exact meaning.

The matter of getting our message across is very much wider than using simple
words, important as that is. Differing hearers require differing approaches. Not
everyone is without education, and preachers must speak to all. As a child I found
much in grown-up talk and books that I could not understand. I used to slide over
it, just getting what I could, and gradually I came to understand. Again, what use
is there in the simplest words, the clearest style, if the Holy Spirit is absent from
our speech? David Brainerd's greatest success was when preaching through a bad
interpreter to drunken men. Words are not everything. Pray for those who deliver
the message, that we may be all things to all men.

_e_

Concern for the Kirk
A SERMON PREACHED IN 1980 BY DAVID L. WRIGHT

"Blow ye the trumpet in Zion" (Joel 2: J)

THE last time I was in this Usher Hall, almost twenty years ago, I was sitting in
the gallery. And tonight, now that it is my turn to speak, helieve me, I would rather
be sitting up there than standing here before you. The former occasion was a
performance of Handel's Messiah on New Year's Day. The first and second parts
over, there thrilled through this vast auditorium a trumpet accompaniment to that
grand bass solo, "The trumpet shall sound . . . and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible ... and we shall be changed". As the sound ricocheted from wall to
wall a shiver went down my back at the sheer wonder and triumph of our
Reformed Faith. It moved me deeply to joy and praise and thanksgiving. "Blow
ye the trumpet in Zion."
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In voicing "Concern for the Kirk" I invite you to blow the trumpet of our
Reformed Faith. The Reformed Faith is the faith of the Kirk reformed in
accordance with the Word of God. It is part of our Scottish heritage. For we are
heirs of a national Kirk with a splendid basis in Holy Scripture. The Reformers
themselves were converted as they read the Word, Luther in Romans and Knox in
the 17th chapter of John. And when you know the Lord, you can't keep the Good
News to yourself. So they placed the Book in the hands of the people and
encouraged them to read therein, that they might be found by God's sovereign
grace in Christ, the one Mediator, whose once for all sacrifice at Calvary made
atonement for the sins of the elect. Thus under the ministerial teaching of the
Word, born again believers, chosen in Christ to everlasting life, were forged into
a God-fearing nation.

Of course, times have changed - technologically, politically. Socially. Morally.
But the dark powers, mustered against the Kirk at the Reformation and the Killing
Times, have not changed. From rampant atheism in the east to creeping atheism
in the west, the Kirk is still under attack. And the weapons of this warfare are not
nuclear but spiritual. "Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God.... "
For defence, "the shield of faith ... to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked"
and "the helmet of salvation" to protect one's thinking in Christ. For attack, "the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God". Learn to wield it with a rapier
thrust in the fight for the minds of men. Indeed, the Spirit of Christ entering
into a man can be to him a sword that transforms him into a persuasive weapon
of righteousness. 1

If then evangelism by the Kirk is to be effective it must add to a warm heart a::~
sanctified mind well stored with Scripture's emancipating truths, making its
disciplines the daily rule of faith and life. These truths and disciplines, inclusive
of unconditional election and particular redemption, may be offensive to the
modern mind. Yet the ultimate criterion is not "Are they popular?" but "Are they
biblical?" For too long the debate has raged as to how little we may believe of
God's Word. It has been shamefully treated by irreverent men, who regard
themselves as its final authority and credibility and who talk with patronizing
condescension of letting God rule our lives. I put it to you that much of the
uncertainty in Church and Nation stems from this supercilious attitude to the
Word of God.

While the Kirk needs present to a jaded world a new sense of joy in Christ, there
is no joy for any church that does not know what it believes or is unsure of its
message. "If the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the
battle?" To mount the pulpit steps with no expectation that the minister, elders and
people are present to meet the Lord, to offer a filleted version of the Gospel that
leaves hearers not one whit the better but if anything the worse, leads inevitably to
routine, starvation, deadness. The solution is not auxiliary ministries, especially if
they show the same disdainful attitude to Scripture. "Give not a hair breadth of
truth away," warned Samuel Rutherford, "for it is not your's, but God's."



The Gospel Magazine 201

What a transformation when Knox raised the trumpet of the Reformed Faith.
"It is the eternal truth of the eternal God that we maintain," he thundered. This
"eternal truth of the eternal God" is what Scotland still needs to hear from
Christian pulpits that fear God more than men. The clamant need is for Reformed
witnesses in pulpit and pew who call men and women home to God and by
relentless morality make them live for God in the world. As a widow said of
Elijah, "I know that thou art a man of God and that the word of the Lord in thy
mouth is truth."

Expressing "Concern for the Kirk" 1 expect you to blow the trumpet of our
Reformed Worship. The obligation of Reformed worship is also of our Scottish
heritage. An order of service, after the Reformation, included metrical psalms,
common prayers, reading of Scriptures and sermon. Knox's Reformed Book of
Common Order, not a mandatory liturgy to be followed slavishly but a guide to
good order in the Public Worship of God, contained prayers and suggested
extempore ones "like in effect" "as the Spirit shall move" the minister's heart.
Seventy years later Primate Laud's liturgical Prayer Book, with its ritualistic
forms and set prayers, was entirely different. The people had endured enough of
that. At length when the Dean began to recite from that Prayer Book, Jenny
Geddes flung her prayer stool and the Kirk signed the National Covenant. •

Is history being repeated, think you? Take a few examples. There was an
attempted subversion of our Scottish Psalter with the publication of CH3 (the new
Hymnary), an assault on Reformed worship and an infringement of an established
practice of over three thousand years. There was an attempted demolition of our
scripturally based Westminster Confession, providentially retained as the Kirk's
subordinate standard. The latest move is to elevate the sacraments into.
"converting ordinances", so that a baby by baptismal regeneration is admitted to
church membership and at tender years to the Lord's table. This is wholly
unscriptural (not discerning the Lord's body) and detrimental of partaking of the
Lord's Supper upon a public confession of faith.

However, the committee responsible for the new Book of Common Order has
made the liturgy as though dispensing the sacrament were the norm every Lord's
Day in the Kirk. "Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, sound an alarm." "Spare thy
people, 0 Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach.... " Who knows, in these
days of women's lib, whether another Jenny Geddes may be raised up for another
covenant in Scotland? If so, she'll find ready made missiles in the Book of
Common Order and CH3.

These retrograde measures, if perpetuated in Public Worship, might empty the
Kirk. Ceremonialism would be the order of the day with ritualistic rites exalted at
the expense of living faith. Moving about from pulpit to lectern to table and back
again may keep a minister warm on a cold day but it generates little light.
Likewise a priest meandering about a chancel chanting the correct collect for the
day does not bring life to dead bones. It has been tried throughout the centuries
and found wanting. "0 foolish Galatians," exclaimed the apostle, "who hath

--------------------_._--_..----



202 The Gospel Magazine

bewitched you ... ?" Who's been deluding you, pulling the wool over your eyes?
Surely you haven't fallen for these deceptions! "Stand fast therefore in the liberty
wherewith Christ has made us free.... " May the Kirk never become a dull
institutional thing which goes mechanically through the motions of a formal
worship and lacks that quickening power of the Spirit of God.

Let's have more joy in Kirk services. We have so much to thank God for. The
Kirk should return to the proper observance of the Lord's Day for worship and
rest. Indeed the family pew on the Lord's Day, in keeping with the Fourth
Commandment and the Resurrection, should be the most joyful and hopeful
gathering of the week. After all, the Book, the Day and the Kirk, are integral to
the well-being of Scotland. And our Reformed worship, expressive of glad
adoration and absolution and intercession, enables us to rejoice in eternal verities.
Such worship is meaningful and sincere, simple and easily followed by the
people. Why then foist strange forms of service which bamboozle folk?

Enlarging on "Concern for the Kirk" I exhort you to blow the trumpet for
our Reformed Ecumenism. I repeat, Reformed Ecumenism, as distinct from
proposals for Church unity or uniformity. For our Scottish heritage in the Kirk's
Reformed Faith and Presbyterian government represents true ecumenism. That
claim may be hotly disputed. Yet at every Presbytery service for licensing,
ordination and induction, the Kirk is declared to be "part of the Holy Catholic or
Universal church". After all, the Reformation was a forming again of the Church
in keeping with the New Testament. It is this scriptural continuity, not with an
apostolic succession of clerical ism but with the offices and Presbyterian
government of the elect community of believers, which has identified the Body of
Christ throughout the centuries.

That Body, which existed in Paul's day, continues today. It doesn't need to be
reproduced by ecumenists. Believers "sanctified through the truth" are already
"all one in Christ Jesus". For example, when I wrote Life and Work about "The
Next Step", a report on forming ecumenical parishes all over Scotland, I received
a letter from a curate in England. Imagine my surprise when he agreed with my
findings on ecumenical blind alleys! What he said in effect was that we recognize
Christ in each other, though we serve Him in different denominations. In other
words, God given unity makes for a rich "reconciled diversity".

Mind you, we differ on Church government. Presbyterianism is in agreement
with the Word of God. And I certainly don't want bishops in the Kirk! Yet
appointments to ecumenical parishes would be subject to approval by bishops - exit
vacancy committees and Kirk Sessions. See what is happening to change the face
of the Kirk. Reservations on our Reformed Faith and Reformed Worship and
Reformed Ecumenism are paving the way for ecumenical parishes, for other
denominations to carry out the national Kirk's ministry in the parishes of Scotland.
What is overlooked is that exponents of organic unity cannot hold to the two
traditions of Episcopacy and Presbyterianism or authority and freedom without the
demise of the free. "He heard the sound of the trumpet and took not warning.... "
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In any event, the Kirk is about people in their relationship Godward, about their
effectual prayer, holy living and compassionate service. Recall Nancy, a character
in one of Dickens' novels. Befriended and rescued, she sobbed, "0 lady, lady, if
there were more like you there would be less like me". I think too of a business
man in the shadow of death. What were his dying words? The whisper of a
business deal, a new philosophy or scheme for unity? Just the assurance that
"Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so". To trust the Saviour, "who
died, heaven's gate to open wide" is the Gospel the Reformed Kirk survives to
proclaim, the Gospel by which we live and die and live again. Oh to be as Mr.
Valiant-for-Truth "and all the trumpets sounded for him on the other side".

Enlisting your "Concern for the Kirk" I encourage you to blow the trumpet of
our Reformed Victory. With attacks on our Reformed Faith, Reformed Worship
and Reformed Ecumenism, who would not sound an alarm for the Kirk? Yet we
do well to remember the Kirk of our Scottish heritage, a legacy of Reformed
victories. For the Kirk is the Lord's concern too. That's what Andrew Melville
told James VI of Scotland, who regarded himself as "an absolute monarch".
Plucking the King's sleeve, Andrew reminded him that he was God's "sillie
vassal" (feeble servant). The king was also given to understand that in the realm
of King Jesus he was a common subject like anyone else.

That is true to this day. The Lord High Commissioner, now welcomed,
represents "interest, not control", ascends the Throne Gallery which is outwith the
General Assembly of commissioners and conveys Her Majesty's message with a
promise to uphold the Presbyterian government of the Church of Scotland. Her
Majesty, though both head of Church and State in England, is not Head of the
Kirk in Scotland. While warmly welcomed and highly respected on state visits,
she worships alongside her subjects before a higher sovereign. My friends, Jesus
Christ reigns here! He is in charge of His Kirk and is working out His purpose
through His people. Despite the alarming difficulties and discouragements of
these times, lift up your hearts. Take courage. Keep the faith. Hope in God.

Difficulties and discouragements need not dismay the Lord's people. Before
the three hundred blew the trumpet and shouted, "The sword of the Lord and of
Gideon", the Lord had already encouraged His servant by nudging him towards
the camp of the enemy where he overheard two guards talking of Midian's
imminent defeat. Even timid souls like Jeremiah, who had to declare all that God
commanded to a whole nation of backsliders, were so equipped and protected
by God so as not to cringe before their faces. And who can but admire John
the Baptist, the Elijah of the New Covenant, eschewing the soft living and
permissiveness of the times, a voice crying apparently in the wilderness until they
came to him to acknowledge the righteousness of God's judgment and to repent
of their sinful ways. And what of the apostle on trial for his faith, whom the
Lord had strengthened that he might bear witness in Rome, "reasoning of
righteousness, temperance and judgment to come" till one trembled; and, after
recounting his conversion, another exclaimed, "Almost (or in so short a time) thou
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persuadest me tobe a Christian". There is a righteousness through faith in Christ
which breaches the defences of the wicked. At truth's rebuke from regenerate and
prayerful lips, the powers of hell are strangely alarmed.

Let's sound again that note of courage as we celebrate the victory of the
enthroned Christ over the greater foes of sin and death and Satan. The gates of
hell will never prevail against the outward witness of His Church. And blessed be
God, when He returns for His Bride, the Church, "the trumpet shall sound ... and
the dead shall be raised incorruptible ... and we shall be changed".

Till then, "Blow ye the trumpet in Zion" - the trumpet of our Reformed Faith,
Reformed Worship, Reformed Ecumenism, Reformed Victory. You blow this
trumpet throughout the length and breadth of the land - in Edinburgh and
Glasgow, in Highlands and Islands, in Lowlands and Borders. We in the Kirk have
a story to tell to the nations. The Lord bless you all.

_e_

Great Preachers of the Past
on Repentance

THERE are three marks of the Christian as touching sin. The first is a desire for
a quick recovery. If you are a child of God and find yourself sinning, you will
want to get back to God instantly.

The second is a willingness to confess to the people whom you have injured.
You cannot be unjust to your children and atone for it by saying, "I will be kind
tomorrow". You must make the wrong right. Many a home has been hurt, many a
husband's influence injured, many a mother's power has been lost, because they
were not right with those about them, and did not confess the wrong. I do not
know anything that makes a home more like heaven than just to say you are
wrong when you are in the wrong. Say to your wife or children, "I didn't treat you
fairly. You will forgive me, won't you?" That is the way to hold your boy.

The third is a readiness to confess your sins to God. "I do not know how far to
go in public confession to the world. I do not know how much I am justified in
placing my reputation in the hands of men I am not quite sure I can trust. If I have
a sin in my life I am not quite sure I ought to go to this man or the other, and tell
him. But I do know this: if I have a sin in my life I must go to God, and make it
right with Him. I may know I am a Christian if I follow closely the leading of the
Spirit of God" - J. Wilbur Chapman.

The term repentance. "This is the grand New Testament term, and all I want to
say about it here is this: it is the term that is always found at the beginning. 'The
goodness of God leadeth thee ... ' he does not say to salvation, he does not say



The Gospel Magazine 205

to accept Christ as Saviour. No! 'The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance'
- first. It is the thing he puts in the forefront. And you know the whole Gospel
does the same. Who is the first preacher in the New Testament? He is John the
Baptist. What did he preach-? The baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.
That is the first note always in Gospel preaching. The first business of the
preacher of salvation is to call men to repentance.

"Look further: it is not only true of John the Baptist, our Lord did the same
thing. Read in Mark the account of the beginning of our Lord's ministry and you
will find that we are told that he preached everywhere that men should repent.
Repentance! You start with it" - Dr. Martyn L10yd iones.

Mr. Philip Henry used to say that he had been once told of an old preacher, a
certain Mr. Dod who some called in scorn, "Mr. Faith and Repentance", because
he insisted on these two so much in all his preaching. "But," he said, "if this be to
be vile, I will be yet more vile, for faith and repentance are all in all in
Christianity." Concerning repentance he sometimes said: "If I were to die in the
pulpit, I would desire to die preaching repentance as if I were to die out of the
pulpit I would desire to die practising repentance."

Rowland Hill, when he was near death, said he had one regret, and that was that
a near friend who had lived with him for sixty years would have to leave him at
the gate of heaven. "That dear friend," he said, "is repentance; repentance has
been with me all my life, and I think I shall drop a tear as I go through the gates,
to think that I can repent no more."

"Repentance, according to the literal rendering of the Greek word, is 'a change
of mind'. Perhaps we should rather say, it is a change in the attitude of the will.
The unrepentant soul chooses its own way and will, regardless of the law of God..
'The mind of the flesh is enmity against God, for it is not subject to the law of
God, neither, indeed, can be; and they that are in the flesh cannot please God.' But
in repentance the soul changes its attitude. It no longer refuses the yoke of God's
will, like a restive heifer, but yields to it, or is willing to yield. There is a
compunction, a sense of the hollowness of all created things, a relenting, a wistful
yearning after the true life, and ultimately a turning from darkness to light, and
from the power of Satan unto God. The habits may rebel; the inclinations and
emotions may shrink back; the consciousness of peace and joy may yet be far
away but the will has made its secret decision, and begun to turn to God: as, in
the revolution of the earth, the place where we live reaches its furthest point from
the sunlight, passes it, and begins slowly to return. It cannot be too strongly
emphasized that repentance is an act of the will" - F. B. Meyer.

" 'Repentance' - that kind of men which even we ourselves were in days gone
by - blind, without the Lord's light - understand so far as nature is able, to be an
emotion of the mind arising from disgust at some previously cherished worse
sentiment. From the reason for repentance, however, they (the heathen) are just as
far as they are from the Author of reason Himself.... Moreover, how irrationally
they behave in the practice of repentance, it will be enough briefly to show by just
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this one fact, that they repent even in the case of their good deeds. They repent of
good faith, of love, of simple-heartedness, of patience, of mercy.... They curse
their own selves for having done good; and that species of repentance which is
applied to the best works they fix in their heart, making it their care to remember
never again to do any good turn. On repentance for evil deeds, on the contrary, they
lay lighter stress. In short, they make this same virtue a means of sinning more
readily than a means of right-doing" - Tertullian on the repentance of the heathen.

_e_

Luther's Christmas Sermon
Part 1

"For the grace ofGod that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,

righteously, and godly, in this present world;
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God

and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himselffor us,
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a

peculiar people, zealous ofgood works. These things speak, and exhort, and
rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee" (Titus 2:11-15).

T1tEAPPEARING OF THE GRACE OF GOD

IT is written in the book of Nehemiah (chapter 4) that the Jews, in rebuilding
Jerusalem, wrought with one hand and with the other held the sword, because of
the enemy who sought to hinder the building. Paul in Titus 1:9 carries out the
thought of the symbol in this teaching that a bishop, a pastor, or a preacher, should
be mighty in the Holy Scriptures to instruct and admonish as well as to resist the
gainsayers. Accordingly, we are to make a two-fold use of the Word of God: as
both bread and weapon; for feeding and for resisting; in peace and war. With one
hand we must build, improve, teach and feed all Christendom; with the other,
oppose the devil, the heretics, the world. For where the pasture is not defended,
the devil will soon destroy it; he is bitterly opposed to God's Word. Let us then,
God granting us grace, so handle the Gospel that not only shall the souls of
men be fed, but men shall learn to put on that Gospel as armour and fight their
enemies. Thus shall it furnish both pasture and weapons.

The first consideration in this lesson is, Paul teaches what should be the one
theme of Titus and of every other preacher, namely, Christ. The people are to be
taught who Christ is, why He came and what blessings His coming brought us.
"The grace of God hath appeared," the apostle says, meaning God's grace is
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dearly manifest. How was it manifested? By the preaching of the apostles it was
proclaimed worldwide. Previous to Christ's resurrection, the grace of God was
unrevealed. Christ dwelt only amongst the Jews and was not yet glorified. But
after His ascension He gave to men the Holy Spirit. Concerning the Spirit, He
before testified (John 16:14) that the Spirit of truth, whom He should send, would
glorify Him.

The apostle's meaning is: Christ did not come to dwell on earth to His own
advantage, but for our good. Therefore He did not retain His goodness and grace
within Himself. After His ascension He caused them to be proclaimed in public
preaching throughout the world - to all men. Nor did He permit the revelation to
be made as a mere proclamation of a fact, as a rumour or a report; it was appointed
10 bring forth fruit in us. It is a revelation and proclamation that teaches us
to deny - to reject - ungodly things, all earthly lusts, all worldly desires, and
thenceforward lead a sober, righteous and godly life.

In the first verse, the true essence of the text, "The grace of God hath appeared,
hringing salvation to all men", Paul condemns the favours of the world and of
men as pernicious, worthy of condemnation, ineffectual; and would incite in us a
desire for divine grace. He teaches us to despise human favour. He who. would
have God's grace and favour must consider the surrender of all other grace and
favour. Christ says (Matthew 10:22): "Ye shall be hated of all men for my name's
sake." The Psalmist says (Psalm 53:5): "God hath scattered the bones of him that
encampeth against thee." And Paul declares (Galatians 1:10): "If I yet pleased
men, I should not be the servant of Christ." Where the saving grace of God comes,
the pernicious favour of men must be ignored. He who would taste the former
must reject and forget the latter.

According to the text, the grace has appeared, or is proclaimed, to all men.
Christ commanded (Mark 16:15) that the Gospel be preached to all creatures
throughout the whole world. And Paul in many places - for instance Colossians
1:23 - says: "the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every
creature which is under heaven." The thought is, the Gospel was preached
publicly in the hearing of all creatures, much more of all men. At first Christ
preached the Gospel and only in the land of the Jews, knowledge of the Holy
Scriptures being confined to that nation, as Psalm 76:2 and Psalm 147:19 declare.
But afterward the Word was made free to all men; not confined to any particular
section. Psalm 19:4 declares: "Their line is gone out through all the earth, and
their words to the end of the world." This is spoken of the apostles.

But you may object, "Surely the words of the apostle did not, in their time,
reach the end of the world; for nearly eight hundred years elapsed after the
apostolic age before Germany was converted, and also recent discoveries show
that there are many islands and many countries where no indication of the grace
of God appeared before the fifteenth century." I reply: the apostle has reference to
the character of the Gospel. It is a message calculated, from the nature of its
inception and purpose, to go into all the world. At the time of the apostles it had



already entered the greater and better part of the world. Up to that day, no
message of like character was ever ordained. The Law of Moses was confined to
the Jewish nation. Universal proclamation of the Gospel being for the most part
accomplished at that time, and its completion being inevitable - as it is today 
the Scripture phraseology makes it an accomplished fact.

In the Scriptures we frequently meet with what is called "synechdoche"; that is,
a figure of speech whereby a part is made to stand for the whole. For instance, it
is said that Christ was three days and three nights in the grave, when in fact He
passed one entire day, two nights, and portions of two other days in that place
(Matthew 12:40). Again, we read (Matthew 23:37) of Jerusalem stoning the
prophets, yet a large proportion of the inhabitants were godly people. Thus too,
the clerics are said to be avaricious, but among them are many righteous men.
This way of speaking is common to all languages; especially is it found in the
Holy Scriptures.

So the Gospel was in the apostolic day preached to all creatures; for it is a
message introduced, designed and ordained to reach all creatures. To illustrate: A
prince, having dispatched from his residence and seeing it started upon the way,
might say the message had gone to the appointed place even though i.t had not yet
reached its destination. Similarly, God has sent forth the Gospel to all creatures
even thought it has not so far reached all. Note, the prophet says the voice of the
apostles has "gone throughout all the earth". He does not say their voice has
reached the entire world, but is on the way - "is gone out". And so Paul means
the Gospel is continuously preached and made manifest to all men. It is now on
the way; the act is performed though the effect is not complete.
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FIRST EVIL - UNGODLINESS

The appearing of grace, Paul says, instructs us in two things: one is described as
"denying ungodliness and worldly lusts". We must explain these terms. The Latin
word impietas, which the apostle renders in the Greek asebia, and which in
Hebrew is resa, I cannot find anyone German word to express. I have made it
"ungoettlich wesen", "ungodliness". The Latin and Greek terms do not fully
convey the Hebrew meaning. Resa, properly, is the sin of failing to honour
God; that is, of not believing, trusting, fearing Him, not surrendering to Him, not
submitting to His providence, not allowing Him to be God. In that sin, those
guilty of gross outward evils are deeply implicated indeed; but much more deeply
involved are the wise, sainted, learned ecclesiasts who, relying upon their works,
think themselves godly and so appear in the eyes of the world. In fact, all men
who do not live a life committed to the pure goodness and grace of God are
"impious", ungodly, even though they be holy enough to raise the dead, or perfect
in continence and all other virtues. "Graceless" or "faithless" would seem to be
the proper adjective to describe them. I shall, however, use the term "ungodly".
Paul tells us that saving grace has appeared to the graceless to make them rich in
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grace and rich in God; in other words, to bring them to believe, trust, fear, honour,
Ilwe and praise Him, and thus transform ungodliness into godliness.

Of what use would be the appearance of saving grace were we to attempt to
hecome godly in life through some other means? Paul here declares grace was
revealed and proclaimed to the very end that we might deny ungodliness and
thereafter live righteously; not through or of ourselves, but through grace. No one
more disparages divine grace, and more gainsays its appearing, than do hypocrites
and ungodly saints; for, unwilling to regard their own works ineffectual, sinful and
iaulty, they discover in themselves much good. Measuring themselves by their
own intentions, they imagine they deserve great merit independently of grace.
God, however, regards no work good - nor is it - unless He by His grace effects it
in us. It was for the sake of accomplishing in us all many such works, and of
deterring us from our own attempts, that God manifested His saving grace to men.

Now the foremost evil of men is their godlessness, their unsaved state, their
lack of grace. It includes first a faithless heart, and then all resultant thoughts,
words, works and conduct in general. Left to himself, the individual sinner's life
and outward conduct are guided by his natural abilities and human reason. In
these his beauty and brilliance sometimes outshines the real saints. But he seeks
merely his own interest. He is unable to honour God in life and conduct, even
though he does command greater praise and glory in the exercise of reason than
do the true saints of frequent Scripture mention. So worldwide and so deeply
subtle an evil is this godless, graceless conduct, it withholds from the individual
the power to perceive the evil of his way, to believe he errs, even when his error
is held up to him. The prophet (Psalm 53:2) looks upon this blindness as not that
of reason, or of the world, or of the flesh, but as a spiritual deception, leading
astray not only the reason but the spirit of man.

In fact, that ungodliness is sinful must be believed rather than felt. Since God
permitted the manifestation of His grace to all men to lead them to deny
ungodliness, we ought to believe Him as a Being who knows our hearts better
than we do ourselves. We must also confess that were it not for the ungodliness
and faulty character of our deeds, God would not have ordained the proclamation
of His grace for our betterment. Were one to administer remedies to an individual
not ill, he would be looked upon as lacking sense. Accordingly, God must be
regarded in the same light by them who, measuring themselves by their own good
intentions and their feelings, are unwilling to believe all their deeds ungodly and
worthy of condemnation, and that God's saving grace is necessary. To them this
is a terrible doctrine. Christ (Matthew 21:32) charges the chief priests, doctors and
ecclesiastics (elders) with disbelieving John the Baptist, who called them to
repentance; they refused to know their sin. All the prophets met death for accusing
the people of the sin of ungodliness. No one believed the prophets. No one of the
people thought themselves guilty of such sin. They judged themselves by their
feelings,. their intentions and works; not by God's Word, not by His counsel
delivered through the prophets.
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Paul employs a strong Greek term, paedeUSd,"'ftt'eaning "to instruct" - such
elementary instruction as we give children concerning a thing whereof they have
no knowledge at all. The children are guided, not by their reason, but by the
instructing word of their father. According to his representation they regard a
certain thing as useful or as harmful. They believe in and are guided by him. With
intelligent and learned individuals, however, we explain in a way comprehensible
to their reason why a certain thing is profitable and certain other things are
unprofitable. God designs that we, as childish pupils, be instructed by His saving
grace. Then if we cannot feel we may yet believe that our natures are godless and
faulty, and so receive grace and walk therein. Well does Christ testify (Matthew
18:3), "Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter
into the kingdom of heaven", and Isaiah 7:9, "If ye will not believe, surely ye shall
not be established". Divine, saving grace, then, has appeared, not only to help us,
but also to teach us our need of grace. For the fact of its coming shows all our
works godless, graceless, condemned. The psalmist (Psalm 119:5-8) fervently
entreats God to teach him His judgments, laws and commandments, that he may
not be guided by his own ideas and feelings, a thing God has forbidden
(Deuteronomy 12:8), saying: "Ye shall not do ... every man whatsoever is right
in his own eyes."

(To BE CONTINUED)

__ e __

Book Reviews
John Frith - Scholar and Martyr. Brian Raynor. pp. 176, illustrated, hardback.
£14.95. Available through the Secretary, "Holme Regis", Old School Lane, Stanford,
Biggleswade Beds. SG18 9JL.

It is a pity John Frith (1503-1533) is not better known, for Foxe's Book ofMartyrs, from
which most of our knowledge of the young man derives, rates him very highly, both as a
mathematical scholar, and as a man of godly faith. When Tyndale led this teenager, or at
most twenty-one years old to Christ, Frith already headed the Bachelor of Arts list for
Oxford. His short life influenced the course of the English Reformation significantly. He
was amongst the first to read Erasmus' Greek New Testament, being arrested on Cardinal
Wolsey's orders. After imprisonment, he fled to the Continent and helped his friend
Tyndale translate the New Testament. There he learned justification by faith from Luther's
works, wrote tracts and books, translated both Luther's A Revelation ofthe Antichrist, and
the work of the first great Scots martyr, Patrick Hamilton, called Patricks' Places. This
translation from Latin was very widely read, and taught justification by faith clearly.

He was hated and pursued by Sir Thomas More when he returned to England. He was
brought for trial before Cranmer, the new Archbishop of Canterbury, who judged him to
be burnt: However, in those months when he was defending his views of the Lord's
Supper before Cranmer, God was sowing seed in the Archbishop's heart, and nearly
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twenty years later, when Cranmer produced his Articles, they contained Frith's teaching,
"that the Body of Christ is given, taken and eaten in the Supper, only after an heavenly
and spiritual manner," and much more. KM.

Two Thousand Years of Christ's Power. Part 1 - rhe Age of the Early Church
Fathers. Dr. N. R. Needham. Evangelical Press. pp. 400, paperback. £9.95. ISBN
o94646 249 6.

This book is designed for intelligent laymen wanting to read early Church History. It is as
good a modern account as you will get this side of the Atlantic, and is clear, readable,
excellently explained and indexed. Dr. Needham is an outstanding teacher. Would that
were all.

The preface states: "I have striven throughout these pages to be objective and impartial,
and not to let my own theology interfere (or not too much anyway) with the way I describe
and assess people." One asks, should we hold beliefs thus? An instance is a footnote on
page 64: "Women ... were equally eligible with men to be chosen as deacons." That, if
you think a moment, depenas on New Testament interpretation.

Should we substitute the word "church" for "believer"? That elevates impurities
brought in to Christianity to equality with the unalloyed original work of the Holy Spirit.
In saying he plans to write sequel volumes, Dr. Needham draws the analogy of "Birth:
Baby> Child> Teenager> Adult"; comparing it to "Birth: Early Church> Middle Ages>
Reformation> Present Day." We say: Birth: Formation> Deformation> Reformation>
Today; meaning born perfect> growing departure of the Spirit> lowest ebb> revival of
true Christianity> parallel growth of truth and error to now.

Church history is fought over and scholars tend to go for safe positions. Thus in listing
the works of Lactantius, a book Spurgeon warmly recommended - Concerning the Deaths
of Persecutors - is missing. Much depends on which sources are relied on. KM..

Practical Religion. J. C. Ryle. Evangelical Press. pp. 320, hardback. £11.95.
ISBN 0 85234 449 X.

The claim on the back cover that this is a lightly edited and updated edition of l. C. Ryle's
original work of 1878 is fair. Nothing of the force and directness of Ryle's style has been
diminished in the updating of various words and expressions, although it is a shame it has
been thought necessary to change all Scripture quotations from the Authorized to the New
King lames Version. The use of bold print and general spacing for the headings in each
chapter has opened up the pages of close print in the original, making it easier for student
or general reader to keep track of the points being developed.

Ryle is true to his title of Practical Religion, being concerned not with a "religion of
works" but with the practical application in daily life of the subjects of his twenty-one
chapters. Whether it be "Self Examination", "Prayer", "Bible Reading", "Freedom",
"Happiness", "Riches and Poverty", "Sickness", "Our Home" or "Eternity", he
approaches the reader with humility, warmth and encouragement, but also with plainness
of speech. He never shies away from uncomfortable subjects such as hell. This applies
throughout the book, making it urgently necessary reading for the newest Christian or the
seasoned one who needs reminders against complacency. "He is your best friend who tells
you the most truth" (page 12). G.F.H.H.
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The King's Daughters. B. A. Ramsbottom. Gospel Standard Trust Publications.
pp. 330, hardback. £7.95. ISBN 1 89783 724 O.

This is an unusual book with strong Gospel Standard background. It consists of sixteen
biographies or autobiographies of godly women from a wide range of backgrounds.
Their stories, all very varied, all consist in a true and living experience of the reality of
the way of salvation through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and His precious blood, and of
the reality of the spiritual warfare which always accompanies this salvation. There is a
strong description of inward personal experience in everyone of these stories, and from
this there is much to be learned to the benefit and reassurance of others walking the
Pilgrim pathway.

This whole book is a vivid illustration of the variety, and yet the similarity, of the
differing ways by which all true Christians tread the heavenward path, to its end in heaven
itself. Some of the details are so private that it is unusual to find them so clearly expressed.
There is much here to commend, and I trust that many readers will be helped in their own
spiritual battles to realise that they are far from alone. D.J.B.

Unspoken Lessons About the Unseen God - Esther Simply Explained.
Welwyn Commentary Series. Derek Prime. Evangelical Press. pp. 126. £6.95. ISBN
085234471 6.

At last we have a readable pew-level Reformed commentary which does not turn the book
of Esther into an allegory! Of course, there are pictures of Christ in this book which the
author explains, but he never loses sight of God's sovereignty and providence in Esther's
life. Though God's name is not mentioned in Esther, nevertheless, we see God's hand at
work. We learn that even the worst things will work out for our good. This Welwyn
Commentary, using the NIV, really is Esther simply explained.

The author's comments on the Lord's Day are timely: "Rather than a day for the
supermarket like any other, it is to be seen as the 'supermarket' day for our souls, when
we obtain our spiritual supplies for the week ahead.... It gives us a complete break and
a day to think about the One who counts most in our lives, and to regain a right perspective
on the cares of life. It is the best antidote to worldliness."

After serving several churches in Britain for thirty years, Derek Prime has devoted
himself since 1987 to an itinerate ministry and writing. This book is his first contribution
to the Welwyn Commentary series. S.K.E.

Glorious Freedom. Richard Sibbes. Puritan Paperbacks Series. The Banner of
Truth Trust. pp. 194. £2.95. ISBN 0 85151 791 9.

This book is a slightly edited reprint of The Excellency of the Gospel Above the Law,
published in 1639, four years after the author's death. Taking 2 Corinthians 3:17-18
as his text, Sibbes contrasts the condition of believers under the Mosaic law with the
freedom they now enjoy since the coming of Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
At the conclusion of every chapter, Sibbes applies the text to his readers by his various
"uses" - the usual method of the 17th century Puritan preachers. A useful way to read this
book is to begin with the six-page analysis at the end and 'to often refer to this overview
while reading.
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Richard Sibbes (1577-1635) combined preaching in Gray's Inn, London, and
lecturing at St. Catherine's College, Cambridge. Glorious Freedom gives us a taste of his
preaching which drew a large congregation in London and which made such an impact
in Cambridge. S.K.E.

Daily Treasure - 366 daily readings on the Psalms from The Tre(lsury ofDavid.
C. H. Spurgeon. Evangelical Press. pp. 768, hardback. £14.95. ISBN 0 85234 464 3.

What a delight to have Spurgeon's Treasury ofDavid in a daily reading format in updated
English with a readable typeface and based on the New King lames text. The compiler,
lames Reniham (Dean of Baptist studies at Westminster Theological Seminary,
California) has added a suggested further Bible reading and a meditation for each day.
\fichael Haykin (Church History lecturer at Heritage Baptist College, Ontario) has written
a twenty-page summary of Spurgeon's life and heritage.

Shorter Psalms usually cover two days; Psalm 119, the longest Psalm, is spread over
twenty-two days, a day for each stanza. I do pray that this volume will introduce the riches
of Spurgeon to younger believers. This book is treasure indeed! S.K.E.

Autumn Gold - Enjoying Old Age. ClifTord Pond. Grace Publications Trust.
pp. 160, paperback. £6.95. ISBN 0 94646 260 7.

This book, comprising 33 very short chapters each addressing some aspect of old age,
aims to add to the very few Christian books written on the subject, and is a blend of
personal comment, advice and counsel from other sources and Scripture references,
although the latter do not always seem totally relevant to the point being made. The NIV
version of the Bible is used.

This 61-year-old found the book, whose author is 74, troubling to review, possibly
because it deals with uncomfortable subjects, and possibly because it brought home a few
unwelcome truths! The book aims to otfer a Christian (or non-Christian) a short course in
preparing for old age. The brevity of the chapters irritated me sometimes, but enough is
said on each short topic to cause the honest reader much food for thought and further
matters to ponder or explore. There are many practical, everyday issues covered here
which most of us are not very eager to face, but which nevertheless need sober
consideration. Christians expecting a restful freedom from spiritual conflicts in old age are
likely to be in for a shock. Satan achieves much through the elderly.

This is not a book which I would have rushed to buy for myself, but I am glad to have
read it and to have been profitably disturbed and challenged. R.S.

God and Cosmos -A Christian View ofTime, Space and the Universe. John Byl.
The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. xii + 243, paperback. £6.50. ISBN 0 851518001.

The author is a Christian mathematician and astronomer who has no hesitation in taking
as his finishing-point the reliability of God's Word, and particularly a literal reading of
Genesis 1-11. He demonstrates that believers and atheists work from differing mind
sets and on this basis argues that it is dangerous for the former to adopt secular
cosmological theories as an origin of the universe. A helpful survey of the history of
cosmology is provided with some surprises: Galileo, like some later scientists, presented



214 The Gospel Magazine

J.B.D.

his unproven theory as unassailable fact and thus brought on himself his treatment by the
Roman authorities.

The various modem cosmologies are described in detail, including steady state and
"many little bangs", as well as the Big Bang, together with various biblical/creationist
alternatives that have been proposed. Whilst some of these fit the facts as well, if not better,
than those proposed by secular science, the author is inclined to doubt their ultimate value.
"A better defence of the faith against secular science is, not a derhonstration of how well
the Bible fits in with human theories and standards, but rather an exposure of the
limitations of scientific theorizing, particularly with regard to origins." Thus "operation
science" is seen as more valuable than "origin science". Such a view is supported by
Scripture, notably Job 39-41, which "stresses man's ignorance regarding origins and
deeper questions of nature", whereas Genesis 1:28 "implies that man's ultimate task in
science is not to speculate on a hidden reality but to provide useful results."

God and Cosmos is written in a readable, lively style with pithy observations such as:
"Big-bang cosmology is the creation myth of naturalism." It is objective and temperate in
its critique of secular science. The general reader should have no difficulty following the
main argument and there is a useful summary of the various conclusions reached. The
book would, however, have benefited from a brief appendix providing a handy definition
of some of the scientific laws and concepts referred to in its pages.

Tell it to the Generation Following. Compiled by J. E. Pack. Gospel Standard
Trust Publications. pp. 176, hardback. £3.50. ISBN 1 89783 720 8.

Most Christians greatly enjoy reading accounts of the Lord's dealings with His people;
many read with profit the Obituary section of whichever Christian periodical they
subscribe to.

It is, therefore, a commendable service to lovers of the truth by Mr. James E. Pack,
current editor of Zion s Witness, to reprint in book form the testimonies of five members
of his family which have been published in recent years under his editorship.

Mr. Joseph Pack, great-grandfather of the compiler, wrote an account of his experiences
and later destroyed it, but his testimony has been reconstructed by his son, Seth, author of
the second account. Mr. Seth Pack founded the cause at Providence in Irthlingborough in
1898 for which the chapel was built in 1903.

Other accounts are by Seth's wife, Mary Ann, their youngest son, James Oliver, and one
by his brother, John, concerning John's daughter Betty, who died at the age of 19.

One drawback of such godly testimonies is that they can give the impression that only
those who go through great trials and doubts can really be born again. There certainly are
many trials and doubts in these accounts, but always an acknowledgement that the Lord
has brought His people through them.

Mr. Pack has chosen words from Psalm 48:13 for the title of this excellent book;
perhaps he could have included an explanation in his preface. The book is most attractive
produced, with photographs of all the subjects and one of Seth's large family. There are
colour photographs of Providence Chapel, the Old Cemetery, Irthlingborough, with the
graves of at least two generations of the Pack family, and of Sharnbrook Chapel, where
Mr. Joseph Pack was a deacon for many years.

This is·a book to be recommended to discerning readers of the Gospel Magazine.
R.G.S.
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The Victory ofthe Lamb. Frederick S. Leahy. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. xi +
126, paperback. £4.50. ISBN 0 85151 796 X.

The sub-title, Christ's Triumph over Sin, Death and Satan, expresses the central theme of
Ihis new book: Christ was "a victor, not a victim". The author aims to show that Christ's
\'ictory has a direct bearing on the destiny of mankind and the future of the earth, and he
urges on his readers the need for a careful study in this life of the refrain, "Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour,
and glory, and blessing" (Revelation 5:12). All but a few quotations are from the New
King James Version of the Bible.

Each chapter traces clearly stage by stage the outworking of God's grace and purpose in
rhe protracted struggle with Satan from the Fall and the "mother-promise" (Genesis 3:15)
10 rhe Crucifixion - "the death that overcame death" (page 70). For all his cunning and
malevolence, Satan is not wise and appears not to realise that Christ's victory is inevitable.

If anyone part of this book were to be valued above another, chapters 2, 3 and 4 would
surely rank highly. In these the account in Genesis 3 is presented as an historical record
"f events and not as allegory or myth, and the focus of Satan's attack is seen to be on the
Word of God: "Hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?" (Genesis 3: 1).
Both these points and the later apostasy and idolatry recorded in the Old Testament apply
~Irongly to circumstances today. The conflict is not over; Satan is on a chain; his full
punishment is still in the future.

There is much to be cammended in this book: the eleven chapters are short and have
helpful divisions for study, but are packed with careful argument supported by biblical
authority. G.F.H.H.

Salvation Exposed. Peter JetTery. Evangelical Press. pp. 126, paperback. £29.50 (for
pack of ten). ISBN 0 85234 467 8.

This short book contains convincing explanations of God's offer of salvation to sinners. It
consists of fifteen easy-to-read chapters, each one covering some aspect of "the Way"; i.e.
A Unique Way; A Planned Way; A Personal Way, etc. Peter Jeffery held my attention all
the way through as a workman who, in an imaginative way, skilfully handles the Word of
God as the following extracts will show.

"A Happy Way: Happiness is a very flimsy thing. For most folk it depends upon
circumstances. If a man wins the lottery happiness is guaranteed, but if he loses his job or
his health declines then happiness will not be possible. By this standard, happiness is a
!leeting allusion, always dancing in and out of our lives and never constant or permanent.
In contrast, the Bible tells us that God's way is a truly happy one. This happiness is not an
cnd in itself; it is a by-product of something more basic and more important. The first
Psalm tells us more clearly what makes a man happy. The psalmist says that happiness
depends upon our relationship to God."

"A Welcoming Way: We have seen many things about God's way of salvation but, to
end with, it is important that we see it as a welcoming way. It is not hidden, not obscure,
but open and welcoming."

The front cover of this book says: "Attention read with care. The contents of this book
may se~iously transform your life." Quotations are mainly from the New International
Version. T.M.B.
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John. Volume 1, chapters 1-12. Gordon J. Keddie. Evangelical Press. pp. 512,
hardback. £16.95. ISBN 0 85234 454 6.

This is one of a series of study commentaries, and appears free from misprints, wrong
references or misquotes. The Bible version most used throughout is the New King James,
and the book comes in a handy size (14 x 22cm pages), with good clear print. The 30 short
chapters normally begin with an overall comment on the section to· follow before covering
points in more detail. There is a detailed bibliography of quotations and, key words
or expressions are given in the Greek. Scripture passages for study are printed in full.
It is a fairly heavy book and I query whether the binding is strong enough to cope with
frequent use.

This is not intended to be a detailed and academic commentary, but studies are of a
depth sufficient to exercise the mind and heart of those using it for private study or
preparation of sermons or talks. The author loves the Gospel of John, and, more
importantly, the Saviour it portrays, and, as he majors on the significance of the teaching
for the people of that day, he has no hesitation in applying it to his readers' hearts
to challenge them as to whether they have saving faith in our Lord or not, and follow
His teaching.

The publishers claim this series is both readable and user-friendly and in my opinion
this new, instructive and challenging commentary justifies their claims. R.S.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.

Matters to do with the contents afThe Gospel MagaZine should be sent to:
. The Rt. Rev. Edward Malcolm, 15 Bridge Street, Knighton, Powys LD7 IBT. Tel. 01547528815.

Only subscriptions and advertisements should be sent to the Secretary (details opposite).

to yOUT attention the work ofthe Secretary.
has asked to be released from this important position in the near future. . .

The Secretary is responsible for aU the administration of the Trust, including the
accounts. The records are currently held on a home computer-running Microsoft
Works database software. Please pray that the Trustees will be led to someone
who has a heart for the Gospel and the Magazine's long history. ANYONE
INTERESTED SHOULD CONTACT THE SECRETARYAS SOONAS POSSIBLE.

The Secretary, "fjfollne R~~gilr", Ol'd
SGI89JL, United Kingdom. . '. • .'. . .' .




